
Jackson State University 
(JSU) President Carolyn Mey-
ers held a news conference to 
discuss the institution’s plans 
for an expansion location in 
the city of Madison.

Meyers said JSU’s entire 
community is “excited” about 
the project as it is an opportu-
nity to continue to address the 
educational needs of the Jack-
son-metro area. The campus 
will accommodate non-tra-
ditional students by offering 
evening, weekend and online 
courses.

However, not everyone is 
excited about the planned ex-
pansion. Tulane University 
issued a letter to Higher Edu-
cation Commissioner Hank 
Bounds and the College Board 
asking the board to rescind 
the approval of JSU’s plans to 
open a Madison campus this 
summer.

“Both Tulane and the city 
have a right to expect Jackson 
State and the Board of Trust-
ees of Institutions of Higher 
Learning will respect state 
law before authorizing the es-
tablishment of an off-campus 
instructional program… The 
process and the law have both 
been disregarded in this case,” 
the letter states.

Tulane opened a Madison 

branch in 2010 after the city 
approached the New Orleans 
university about locating here. 
The branch is located in a for-
mer elementary school build-
ing owned by the city with an 
average enrollment of 230 stu-
dents. It pays the city $1,000 a 
month in rent.

JSU officials see expansion 
into Madison as a great oppor-
tunity. “We’ve looked at the 
demographics of our area. The 
fastest-growing segment of 
learners is the 25- to 35-year-
old group. These are the peo-
ple who work, who have chil-
dren but still have educational 
aspirations,” Meyers said.

“We want to enable them to 
conveniently have the oppor-
tunity to fulfill those aspira-
tions through our programs at 
Jackson State University. This 
can be a valuable resource to 
developing a workforce for 
the whole state of Mississip-
pi.”
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The Jackson Convention 
Center banquet hall was filled 
Wednesday, Jan. 30, 2013, as 
the Greater Jackson Cham-
ber Partnership luncheon and 
annual meeting brought to-
gether many of its 2,600 plus 
members along with many 
public officials. 

The Partnership has a 10-
year plan termed “Vision 
2022 - One Voice” where 
it has launched a multi-
year plan to “transform the 
Greater Jackson Region into 
a destination community at-
tracting businesses, families 
and tourists for its quality of 
place and economic opportu-

nity.”
2012 chairman Mayo Flynt 

described the Partnership’s 
vision to “build a sought-after 
community on the banks of a 
new 1,500 acre lake, located 
within minutes from homes 
and offices, in the heart of 
a region known for being a 
great place to live and work.” 
This vision is crafted by a 
diverse public-private leader-
ship group with the goals of 
“creating places, wealth, tal-
ent and connections.”

Among the speakers was 
Governor Phil Bryant who 
emphasized the medical cor-
ridor coming to Mississippi. 
He used the word “cooper-
tition” in the context of coop-

erating hospitals which are in 
competition with each other. 
He has plans to put in 200 
to 300 new homes, with the 
highest tax rating possible, to 
follow the medical corridor 
straight down Woodrow Wil-
son Boulevard. 

“Any student who earns a 
28 score on their ACT test, 
the Governor said should be 
awarded a full scholarship so 
the best students return to the 
state to teach in Mississippi 
schools.

Guest speaker Mick Cor-
nett, Mayor of Oklahoma 
City,   Oklahoma,   expressed

Danny Glover came to town 
Tuesday night, Jan. 29, 2013, 
to join with the Mississippi 
Alliance for Fairness at Nis-
san (MAFFAN), the Missis-
sippi Student Justice Alliance 
(MSJA) along with political, re-
ligious and community leaders 
from across the state.

The objective announced was 
to “build a growing coalition of 
Nissan workers and religious, 
civic, student and community 
groups to expand Nissan work-
ers’ rights onto a global audi-
ence.”

The public meeting was held 
at Tougaloo College with open-
ing remarks by Tougaloo’s pres-
ident Dr. Beverly Wade Hogan 
who welcomed the workers and 
their supporters to the campus, 
citing Tougaloo’s historical lead 
in advancements for civil rights.

International labor representa-
tives in attendance were Vagner 
Freitas de Moraes, president of 
CUT (Central Unica dos Trabal-
hadores)), the largest trade union 
in Brazil, and Joao Cayres, In-
ternatioinal Affairs Secretary of 
CUT.

Nissan has unionized plants 
worldwide – in Japan, Brazil, 
South Africa, Australia, India, 
China, Russia, United Kingdom, 

Mexico and other 
parts of the United 
States. Nissan’s alli-
ance partner Renault 
has unionized plants 
in France, Portugal, 
Spain, Morocco, 
Italy, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Slove-
nia, Romania, Aus-
tria, Turkey and Ko-
rea and Argentina.

The questioned 
echoed throughout 
the evening: why are 
workers at the Nis-
san Canton plant not 
allowed open elec-
tions to get a “yea or 
nay” vote on wheth-
er to unionize or not 
to unionize?

Workers  at the 
rally claimed intimi-
dation tactics are 
used to discourage 
union discussions.  
The workers pre-
sented their platform that Nis-
san:

1) Agree to the United Auto 
Workers’ (UAW) Fair Election 
Principles;

2) Apologize for and retract 
statements made to workers 
about closing the plant, losing 
product and laying off workers 
if they vote to organize; 

3) Agree to give UAW sup-
porters equal time to show vid-
eos, hold one-on-one meetings 
and group meetings with work-
ers for same amount of time the 
company has spent having anti-
union meetings in past year;

According to the Mis-
sissippi State Department 
of Health, STD/HIV Pro-
gram, approximately 7,000 
African Americans within 
the state are living with the 
HIV/AIDS. This number, 
provided by the Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), indicates that 
73 percent of the total cases 
confirmed in Mississippi, are 
people of color.

To help bring more aware-
ness to this epidemic within 
the African American popu-
lation, the National Black 
Leadership Commission on 
AIDS hosted an HIV/AIDS 
Town Hall meeting at the 
Jackson Medical Mall on 
Tuesday, Jan. 29, 2013, to 
examine new science and 
policies to “Turn the Tide of 
HIV/AIDS” in black commu-
nities.

The NBLCA, the oldest 
and largest non-profit organi-
zation of its kind in the Unit-
ed States, brought together 
policy makers, faith and civic 
leaders, public health experts 
and the HIV-affected com-
munity to discuss ways to 
more effectively address and 
develop national and local 
responses to HIV/AIDS and 
related health disparities in 
light of the most recent scien-
tific knowledge and research. 

NBLCA has established 
affiliates in cities through-
out the U.S. where African 
American communities are 
hardest hit by the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic.  The organization 
has now included an eight 
city town hall series with 
Jackson, being the seventh 
on its rotation.

Some of the discussions 
held during the two hour 
event at the medical mall 
included New Science, Poli-
cies and Realities; Federal 
and State Funding for Mis-
sissippi, Treatments, Pre-
exposure, Health Advocacy/
Insurance, the Role of Faith 
Communities, Access to Care 
and Reducing Health Dis-
parities, Holistic Health, HIV 
as a Social Justice Issue, and  
Improving Health in Com-
munities.

The moderators Althena 
B. Moore, director of Public 
Policy for the NBLCA; and 
Othor Cain, director of Me-
dia and Communications for 
the Hinds County Sheriff’s 
Department led the audience 
in an exchange of questions 
and concerns following the 
presentations.

“This forum was truly an 
eye-opening event,” said 
Cain. It brought many ques-
tions to the forefront such as 
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Hundreds of Mayor Har-
vey Johnson’s supporters 
were on hand Saturday af-
ternoon, Jan. 26, as he end-
ed speculation as to whether 
or not he planned to seek re-
election. 

“I’m ready, I’m willing, 
I’m able and I am the most 
prepared person to continue 
to fight every single day for 
you as mayor of this great 
city,” Johnson announced.

This would be Johnson’s 
fourth term leading the 
Capital City. He said he 
plans to finish the vision 
that was set forth four years 
ago. One major project he 
wants to continue to work 
on is bringing a hotel to the 
downtown convention cen-
ter.

The mayor stated that 

though the convention cen-
ter has been extremely suc-
cessful, it would be utilized 
more if a hotel was part of 
the complex.

The Mayor also reminded 
the crowd of the accom-
plishments that were estab-
lished during his time in 
office, such as the drainage 
improvements to areas like 
Town Creek and Summit 
Avenue and the increased 
number of uniformed offi-
cers on the street.

The Mayor said, reflect-
ing on his three terms in of-
fice, that any major project 
initiated in the last 20 years 
was the result of his work. 
“I am ready to continue to 
move the city of Jackson 
forward, together with the 
support of this great com-
munity,” he said.

JSU president Meyers 
responds to opposition 
to expansion into 
Madison
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Stamp honoring Rosa Parks to be 
released next month

Just in time for 
Black History Month, 
a stamp honoring the 
mother of civil rights, 
Rosa Parks, will be 
unveiled on what 
would have been her 
100th birthday - Feb. 4 

in Detroit, Mich. Parks’ 
refusal to surrender her seat to a white passenger on 
a bus during the days of segregation in Montgomery, 
Alabama, spurred a city-wide boycott that lasted 
about 381 days. 

Parks’ stand also introduced a young newcomer, 
Martin Luther King Jr., to the fight for civil rights. Parks 
once said it was what happened to a Chicago youth, 
Emmett Till, in Money, Mississippi, several months 
earlier that contributed to her taking a stand for equal 
rights.

Because of Parks, the city of Montgomery had no 
choice but to lift the law requiring segregation on their 
public buses. Parks received many accolades during 
her lifetime, including the NAACP’s highest award. 
Parks died on Oct. 24, 2005, at the age of 92.

The stamp unveiling ceremonies are reportedly 
scheduled for Feb. 4 at the Charles H. Wright Museum 
of African American History in Detroit and the Henry 
Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan.

Gatorade to remove 
controversial ingredient
Mississippi teen posted petition for change

(AP) PepsiCo 
Inc. is removing 
a controversial 
ingredient from its 
Gatorade sports 
drink in response to 
customer complaints. 
A spokeswoman for 

the company, Molly Carter, said that the change 
was in the works for the past year after the company 
began “hearing rumblings” from consumers about 
the ingredient. She said it wasn’t a response to a 
recent petition placed on Change.org by a Mississippi 
teenager. 

PepsiCo Inc. has decided to remove brominated 
vegetable oil (BVO) from its Gatorade sports drink 
in response to customer complaints. BVO is used as 
an emulsifier in drinks and has been patented as a 
flame retardant. The product is banned in Japan and 
Europe.

The ingredient is also used in other drinks, including 
some flavors of Powerade made by rival Coca-Cola 
Co. The Atlanta-based company did not say whether 

it would remove the ingredient from Powerade as 
well but noted that it takes customer concerns into 
account when looking for ways to improve its drinks.

Ingredients in food and drinks have come under 
greater scrutiny in recent years, helped by the ability 
of consumers to mobilize online. The petition on 
Change.org noted that the ingredient, brominated 
vegetable oil, has been patented as a flame retardant 
and is banned in Japan and the European Union. It 
had more than 200,000 supporters Friday, Jan. 25, 
2013.

For Gatorade, Carter said the ingredient is used as 
an “emulsifier,” meaning it distributes flavoring evenly 
so that it doesn’t collect at the surface. She said it 
was used only in select varieties including orange and 
“citrus cooler.” 

Other drinks that use brominated vegetable oil, 
or BVO, include Coca-Cola’s Fanta and PepsiCo’s 
Mountain Dew. A spokesman for competitor, Dr. 
Pepper Snapple Group, was not available to comment 
on whether the ingredient is used in any of its drinks.

Carter noted that the ingredient is not banned 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and that 
PepsiCo’s decision wasn’t the result of any health or 
safety concerns. She said it was to address concerns 
expressed specifically by Gatorade customers. 

PepsiCo, based in Purchase, N.Y., is replacing the 
BVO in Gatorade with an ingredient called sucrose 
acetate isobutyrate, which Carter said will maintain 
the flavor and taste of the drinks. The company’s 
decision to remove the ingredient was first reported 
by the trade journal Beverage Digest. 

A new city’s birthday: Diamondhead 
celebrates first birthday

Diamondhead , 
Miss., is now on the 
map, celebrating 
their first year 
anniversary Jan. 30, 
2013. Incorporation 
papers were signed 
Jan. 30, 2012, 

though the city’s first mayor and council weren’t sworn 
in until a week later. 

Officials will be in Jackson for the Mississippi 
Municipal League Mid-Winter Conference on the 
anniversary, so they plan to celebrate at a public party 
with birthday cake at 10 a.m. Feb. 6 at Diamondhead 
City Hall.

In the past year, the city of 8,200 residents has 
hired employees, passed ordinances, created a 
budget, completed a comprehensive plan, adopted 
building codes and opened departments such as 
Diamondhead Public Works, which become official 
this January.

The city began with a volunteer staff but has grown 
to 27 full-time paid employees, counting the police 
department. 

The Monica Land Report
from around the state

Rosa Park Stamp

Gatorade bottle
Diamondhead MAP



The Community Engagement 
and Empowerment Network 
(CEEN), a mentorship program 
that inspires young black males, 
announced induction of 33 men-
tees as Black Belt Ambassadors 
and 21 mentors into the Distin-
guished Volunteer Hall of Honor.

During the fall of 2012, there 
were 21 organizations in the 
Metro Jackson area that came 
together to provide mentors for 
33 seventh grade males at Black-
burn Middle School in Jackson 
and Nichols Middle School in 
Canton.

The program’s successes in 
gaining mentors and helping 
mentees will be celebrated Satur-
day, Feb. 9, 2013, at 4 p.m. at the 
Jackson Convention Complex. 
A report also will be released 
during the ceremony document-
ing the impact the 21 commu-
nity organizations have had in the 
Metro Jackson and Canton areas 
through their many volunteers 
and community service hours.

On hand to give congratula-
tions will be: First Lady of Jack-
son, Kathy Johnson, who also 
serves as honorary co-chairman; 
Reena Evers-Everette, daughter 
of civil rights visionaries Med-
gar and Myrlie Evers; Dwight 
Luckett, superintendent of Can-
ton Public Schools; Tina Man-
ning, principal of Nichols Middle 
School; Monica Gilmore-Love, 
president of the Jackson Public 
School Board; Dr. Cedrick Gray, 
Superintendent of Jackson Public 
Schools; Marietta Carter, princi-
pal of Blackburn Middle School; 
and Dr. Ivye Allen, president 
of the Foundation for the Mid 
South.

The Hon. Tony Yarber, presi-
dent of the Jackson City Council, 
will serve as the Master of Cer-
emonies.

The CEEN Initiative is funded 
by the Foundation for the Mid 
South. United Healthcare is one 
of the major sponsors for the in-
duction and awards ceremony. 
CEEN’s “village of volunteers” 
allows students to receive one-
on-one guidance in areas of re-
sponsibility, respect for self and 
others, work ethic, attire, oral and 
written communication and other 
character-building areas.

The students were presented 

a “Black Belt” for the expressed 
purpose of “keeping their pants 
up” while they receive informa-
tion regarding character develop-
ment.

Inaugural Volunteer Hall of 
Honor Inductees:

Ethel Gibson, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. - Beta Delta 
Omega;

Alfred Smith, Phi Beta Sig-
ma Fraternity, Inc. - Mu Sigma 
Chapter;

Erin Pickens, Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc. - Rho Lambda 
Omega;

Dr. Theresa Bland Green, Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. - Alpha 
Delta Zeta;

Shirley Mays, Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. - Upsilon 
Upsilon Omega;

Evelyn Alexander Bishop, 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. - Tau 
Upsilon Zeta;

Xavier Johnson, Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. - Jackson 
Alumnae;

Chuconna Anderson-Rideout, 
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. - Tau 
Phi Zeta;

Firenza Anderson, Delta Sig-

ma Theta Sorority, Inc. - Madison 
County Alumnae;

LaQuita S. Brown, The Links, 
Inc., Jackson;

William M. Merritt IV, Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. - Alpha 
Epsilon Lambda;

Dr. Yvonne B. Brooks, The 
Links, Inc. - Le-Fleurs Bluff;

Dr. Demond Spann, Kappa Al-
pha Psi Fraternity, Inc., Jackson 
Alumni;

Jack L. Thoma Jr. - 100 Black 
Men of Jackson;

Dante Benford, Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity, Inc - Canton-Mad-
ison Alumni;

Carol Cooper, Forward Look-
ers Federated Club;

Curtis Johnson, Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc. - Beta Alpha;

Atty. Mitzi Dease Paige, Jack 
and Jill of America, Inc., Jackson;  

Dominick Riley, Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. - Epsilon 
Kappa Kappa;

Betty Joyce Collins, National 
Council of Negro Women, Jack-
son; and

Shirley Christian, International 
Community Ambassadors Net-
work.

Uplift, Inc., the Madison County 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., and the Epsilon 
Kappa Kappa Chapter of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity, Inc. recently present-
ed their Winter Benefit Gala at Plan-
tation Commons in Madison.

During the event, MadCAAP 
was awarded a donation provided 
through generous sponsorship from 
AT&T, Bank Plus, Entergy MS, 
Venture Technologies, the host orga-
nizations, and citizens of the Madi-
son community.The goal of the gala 
was to raise funds for a local organi-
zation that provides services in and 
around Madison County in order to 

support their ongoing public service 
programs.

In addition, the gala generated 
funds for free programs provided 
by Uplift, Delta Sigma Theta, and 
Omega Psi Phi. This year’s gala also 
included a “book drive” from which 
gala participants donated over 100 
books. Over 160 guests attended the 
Winter Benefit Gala, which included 
dinner, dancing, door prizes, and live 
entertainment.

MadCAAP (Madison Countians 
Allied Against Poverty) is an all 
volunteer organization that works to 
break the cycle of poverty one fam-
ily at a time with emergency assis-
tance, housing and education.
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(Left to right) Katrina Myricks, President, MCAC, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc.; MadCAAP Representatives; and Dominick Riley, Basileus, EKK, Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.  PHOTO By SHERWIN JOHNSON
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VOTE
For A “Yellow Dog” Democrat

James “Jimmy”

Stewart
Senate District 28

I pledge to be your voice in the legislature, to always 
work for you, to be available to you so that you can 

voice your concerns, issues, and opinions. I will 
advocate and support those issues, concerns, and 

opinions in the legislature. I promise your voice will be 
heard and I will work for you in Senate District 28.

Community Engagement and 
Empowerment Network celebrate 
mentors and mentees serving 
Blackburn and Nichols Middle Schools

Omega Psi Phi and Delta 
Sigma Theta Winter Benefit 
Gala gives to MadCAAP
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The Mississippi Link Newswire

Paid for by the committee to elect James Stewart



STATE
Photos by AyeshA K. MustAFAA

4 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJanuary 31 - February 6, 2013

friendship with Mayor Har-
vey Johnson Jr. He gave 
great detail on the history 
of Oklahoma City, from its 
boom time through a depres-
sion and its current revital-
ization with it now on the 
many lists of “best cities….” 

In 1899, settlers rolled 
into Oklahoma to put down 
stakes of homesteading and 
in the first day, Oklahoma’s 
population went from zero 
to 10,000. It had another 
growth spurt from 1900 to 
1910 when it went from 
10,000 to 90,000 in one de-
cade.

Cornett related how good 
times still in the 1980s then 
turned into failures with 200 
banks closing. 

With the initiation of 

Metropolitan Area Proj-
ects, Cornett explained how 
Oklahoma City launched a 
plan to improve the city for 
its citizens to have a better 
life, thus becoming a more 
attractive city for businesses 
to move to.

Part of the ceremony was 
the Partnership 2012 Chair-
man Mayo Flynt turning 
over the chairmanship to L. 
Socrates Garrett, of Garrett 
Enterprises, for 2013.

The Partnership now cov-
ers Hinds, Madison, Rankin, 
Attala, Copiah, Leake, 
Simpson and Warren coun-
ties. Members range from 
sole proprietors to large cor-
porations.

After awards were given 
to businesses and individu-

als, Garrett said in closing 
remarks and as the 2013 
chairman, “This is about tal-
ent retention. We can no lon-
ger export talent. We must 
have an enviornment where 
our people want to work and 
live down town.

“We want a creative class 
to build infrastructure and 
transportation systems con-
necting our cities. One re-
gion, one voice, one vision. 
So my job is unity and exe-
cution. We have a great team 
… from the east side of the 
river to the west side of the 
river. We have great people 
to work with who actually 
like each other.”

Garrett’s closing words: 
“People get ready, there’s a 
train a coming....”

Jackson Chamber
Continued from page 1
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The Hinds County Board of Su-
pervisors approved the final scope 
and cost of renovations to be per-
formed on the Hinds County Ray-
mond Detention Center Pod C.

On Jan. 16, 2013, the Hinds 
County Board of Supervisors autho-
rized county officials to notify White 
Construction to move forward with 
architectural services, plan develop-
ment and specifications to restore 
Pod C.

Pod C was extensively damaged 
during an inmate riot on July 30, 
2012. To maintain public safety and 
inmates’ rights, Hinds County has 
utilized facilities in other counties 
to house Pod C inmates approach-
ing six months in preparation for the 

restoral of Pod C.
The renovations are 

expected to cost approx-
imately $2,000,000 most 
of which will be covered 
through the county’s in-
surance. It is anticipated 
that White Construction 
will begin work in 30 
days. The goal of the 
work scope is to produce 
a fully-functional, mod-
ern and secure facility as 
cost-effectively as pos-
sible.

The scope of work 
also gave careful consideration to 
the inclusion of designs and materi-
als that would update and/or enhance 
the facility’s security features and 

ability to comply with all state and 
federal codes while providing an en-
vironment that is safe for employees, 
inmates and visitors.

Board authorizes contractor to 
proceed with Pod C renovations 

Construction begins at 
Raymond Detention Center 
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The Postal Service said the price 
of a First-Class single-piece letter 
increased by a penny, bringing the 
price a Forever stamp to 46 cents, as 
of Jan. 27, 2013. 

Postal officials also introduced a 
new First-Class Mail Global For-
ever Stamp. The new stamp will 
allow customers to mail letters any-
where in the world for one set price 
of $1.10, and is among new mailing 
and shipping services filed with the 
Postal Regulatory Commission.

The new 46 cent Forever stamps 
allows customers to mail letters to 
any location in the United States. 
Forever stamps are always good 
for mailing a one-ounce letter any-
time in the future regardless of price 
changes, officials said.

Other changes to the new single-
piece First Class Mail pricing, in-
clude:

• Letters (1oz.) - 1-cent increase 
to 46 cents

• Letters additional ounces - un-
changed at 20 cents

• Letters to all inter-
national destinations (1 
oz.) - $1.10

• Postcards - 1-cent 
increase to 33 cents

Several new Ship-
ping Services products 
became available in 
January. Free tracking 
will be offered to all 
competitive packages, 
including retail Prior-
ity Mail and Parcel 
Post (recently renamed 
Standard Post).

Also new, customers shipping 
Critical Mail letters and flats will 
now have the option of receiving a 
signature upon delivery as part of 
the service offering.

A large variety of flat-rate boxes 
and envelopes for Express Mail and 
Priority Mail, including the padded 
and legal-sized flat rate envelopes 
will continue to be offered by the 
Postal Service.

New domestic retail pricing for 
Priority Mail Flat Rate products in-

clude:
• Small box - $5.80
• Medium box - $12.35
• Large box - $16.85
• Large APO/FPO box - $14.85
• Regular envelope - $5.60
• Legal envelope - $5.75
• Padded envelope - $5.95
The Postal Service receives no 

tax dollars for operating expenses 
and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its op-
erations.

Price of postage 
stamps goes up
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Pod C destroyed during inmates riot
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HIV/AIDS
Continued from page 1

- “Based on research, data, 
and policies, how do African 
Americans move forward; 
How do community partners 
move forward collectively 
and individually; Why is it 
that African Americans are 
always on the top of every 
bad statistic as it relates to 
health issues; Why is it that 
if African Americans make-
up 30 percent of the state of 
Mississippi, 73 percent of the 
population is infected?”

Cain stated that a resound-
ing response from many of 
the participants is the lack of 
compassion or effort that is 
put into disseminating infor-
mation.  He said that a major 
concern shared was over-
coming the stigmas that are 
prevalent in the South.  “We 
were reminded that this atti-
tude makes funding difficult 
in everything we do and this 
is no exception.”

HIV/AIDS (human im-
munodeficiency virus) is the 
virus that causes AIDS (ac-
quired immune deficiency 
syndrome). HIV infection 
eventually develops into 
AIDS, though it can be years 
before symptoms appear. 

HIV weakens the immune 
system, putting a person at 
greater risk for opportunistic 
infections which can become 
severe. The disease is chiefly 
spread by sexual contact and 
blood-to-blood transmission 
such as sharing needles, sy-
ringes, rinse water, or other 
equipment used to prepare il-
licit drugs for injection.

Recent scientific advances 
and new policies can help to 
stem the high rate of HIV in-
fection in African American 
communities, which have 
been ravaged for so long by 
the spread of the virus,” said 
NBLCA President C. Virgin-
ia Fields.

“These exciting develop-
ments represent our best 
chance to end the epidemic, 
but the greatest challenge we 
face is determining how Af-
rican Americans can move 
forward as a community to 
achieve that goal. Our town 
hall meetings around the 
country will engage the 
broader community in devel-
oping decisive action plans 
to turn the tide of HIV, to-
gether.”

Meetings have been held 

in New York, N.Y., home of 
the NBLCA; Detroit, MI; 
Washington, D.C.; Tampa, 
FL; Dallas, TX; Atlanta, 
GA, Buffalo, N.Y., all “hot 
spots” for HIV/AIDS where 
the black community is dis-
proportionately affected. The 
series will conclude in New 
Orleans, LA, in February. 

Community support for 
the local event included the 
Building Bridges, Fannie Lou 
Hamer Center for Change, 
Ford Foundation, Gilead 
Sciences, Jackson Medical 
Mall Foundation, Jackson 
State University, MAC AIDS 
Fund, Metro Jackson Preven-
tion Coalition, Mississippi 
Link Newspaper, Mississippi 
State Department of Health, 
My Brother’s Keeper, Mis-
sissippi in Action, Mt. Helm 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
NAACP Mississippi State 
Conference, National Coali-
tion of 100 Black Women-
Central Mississippi Chapter, 
SM HART Institute, Touga-
loo College Communications 
Department, and University 
of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter – MS STD/HIV Preven-
tion Training Center.
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OpiniOn

An interest-
ing term has been 
gaining traction 
these past weeks 
into the new Year.  
no doubt you too 
will have heard it.  

The word is “character” used in 
reference to politicians, athletes, 
and religious leaders.

i decided to look up this noun 
in the dictionary to be clear in my 
understanding.  As defined on dic-
tionary.com, character is having 
qualities of honesty, courage, or 
the like; integrity. Great, that is my 
understanding as well.

Sadly, having an honorable char-
acter is not an attribute that i regu-
larly see lifted up in some reality 
television shows such as The Real 
Housewives, Survivor, The Appren-
tice or The Bachelor as something 
to aspire too.  in fact, it seems the 
abhorrent, the scandalous, or the 
outrageous is what draws eyeballs 
or gains high ratings.

Recently, Oprah Winfrey inter-
viewed biking legend, Lance Arm-
strong, who has lived for years 
under a cloud of allegations sur-
rounding his racing career achieve-
ments.

Lance confessed that he and his 
teammates did use performance 
enhancements “in many, but not 
all” of their Tour-de-France wins.  
in fact, he further admitted that he 

is a “bully.”
Days later, Katie Couric spoke 

with Manti Te’o to determine what 
he knew and when he learned it 
regarding his alleged girlfriend’s 
death.  He admits lying. Regretta-
bly, this trend of reinforcing nega-
tive conduct has not yet reached a 
saturation point in our culture; me-
dia outlets continue to feature these 
stories.

Sure, i understand the impor-
tance of exposing fraudulent or 
corrupt behavior.  But unless ac-
ceptable behaviors are regularly 
contrasted and highlighted, and 
until the media stops condoning 
what is unacceptable, how can we 
expect impressionable minds to 
make appropriate decisions? 

As a lad, i recall my dad tell-
ing me: “All you ever have in this 
world is your word.  it is your bond 
when building meaningful rela-
tionships.”

in that moment, i understood 
what my father was trying to instill 
in me.  no amount of wealth would 
mean more than my being a person 
of integrity.  His expectation was 
clear. 

i have never forgotten those 
words.  in fact, that conversation 
about honor is the one on which i 
have attempted to found my life.  
perhaps more times than i should 
admit, i have fallen short of that vi-
tal concept.  Life has thrown me a 
few curve balls.

However, those lessons have 

shaped me into the person i am 
today.  i have humbly learned that 
life’s journey is neither a straight or 
obvious path.  It is filled with twists 
and turns that sometime mislead, 
whereby we choose wrongly.  Still, 
we rise.

i believe in Dr. King’s vision of a 
world where people are judged by 
the content of their character above 
all else.  i am not the only person 
who cherishes this value.  Yet, that 
doesn’t appear to be where our 
society places emphasis when de-
fining success.  All people are ac-
countable in their own actions.

But until we become clearer 
about what we value and become 
more mindful of what we desire as 
an outcome, we will be forced to 
live with the impact of our reck-
lessness.  We willingly choose 
greed over substance, to our detri-
ment.

Bentley de Bardelaben is Execu-
tive for Administration and Com-
munications for the United Church 
of Christ, which has 5,194 church-
es throughout the United States.  
Rooted in the Christian traditions 
of congregational governance and 
covenantal relationships, each 
UCC setting speaks only for itself 
and not on behalf of every UCC 
congregation.  UCC members and 
churches are free to differ on im-
portant social issues, even as the 
UCC remains principally com-
mitted to unity in the midst of our 
diversity.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Yes, i said, 
“Rec la iming ,” 
which obviously 
means doing it 
again.  There was 
a time in this na-
tion when Black 

people did all the things we are 
discussing today pertaining to 
economic empowerment, busi-
ness development, and business 
support.   As we approach Black 
History Month, please take some 
time to learn more about Black 
Business History; you will be 
pleasantly and proudly surprised 
at what you find.

 So why the emphasis on re-
claiming what we had prior to the 
mid-1960s?  Just take a look at 
the latest projections of black in-
come in this country – $1 trillion 
annually!  is that enough reason 
to get back to basic economic 
empowerment via the dollars 
that make their way through our 
pockets and purses?  

Although it is called black 
buying “power,” we must un-
derstand that it is only power for 
those with whom we spend it.  
Thus, we must get back to spend-
ing more of our dollars with our 
own businesses, just as other 
groups shamelessly and unapolo-
getically do every day.

 Whenever this topic comes 
up, black folks seem to have 
some uneasiness about it.  Some 
of us think it won’t go over well 
with other groups, that they will 
think we are being unfair and dis-
criminatory.  i have never heard 
the brothers and sisters from 
india called unfair because they 
set up and support their grocery 
stores, restaurants, hotels, shop-
ping centers, and anything else 
they may need.  

nor have i ever heard anyone 
accuse the Chinese people of dis-
criminating by carving out China 
Towns in major cities, eating at 
their own restaurants and hiring 

their own family members and 
others who look like them.

 So what’s up with us?  One 
trillion dollars and still com-
plaining about what we don’t 
have instead of using what we 
do have, collectively, to build 
up and sustain our own neigh-
borhoods makes no sense.  As 
Bishop Luke Edwards (Founder 
of R.E.A.C.H. in Alabama) told 
me one day, “Jim, black dollars 
don’t make no sense.”

As i stated in my previous ar-
ticle, Bob Law, nationally rec-
ognized radio personality, along 
with norman Bond, president of 
the national Association of Mar-
ket Developers in philadelphia, 
are heading up a movement to 
reclaim Black dollars while at 
the same time increasing the vi-
ability of conscious black radio 
stations.  

Sara Lomax Reese, president 
and general manager of WURD 
radio station in philadelphia, one 
of the best Black owned media 
outlets in the country, will also 
work on this very important is-
sue.

it is my sincere hope and 
prayer that Black people will fi-
nally and for all time stop play-
ing into the hype of what our so-
called spending power is, move 
from the demand side to the sup-
ply side of the economic equa-
tion by supporting and growing 
our own businesses, and initiate 
movements – sustained move-
ments – that bring to bear our 
collective economic leverage 
toward the overall goal of em-
powerment and the respect that 
comes with doing so.

it is incumbent upon the per-
sons negatively affected by a 
system to stand up and do some-
thing to ameliorate their situa-
tion, first, by looking inward and 
utilizing their own resources to 
help themselves.  Then they must 
reach out to others and form stra-
tegic and symbiotic relationships 
that translate into for real ben-

efits.
We can ill afford to continue to 

be the economic fodder and the 
profit margins of everyone else’s 
business while neglecting to sup-
port our own.  We cannot con-
tinue to boycott our own busi-
nesses by refocusing to support 
them with our “spending power,” 
thus, lessening their recognition, 
respect, and leverage in the mar-
ketplace.

As large as the Black consumer 
base is, it is shameful and down-
right stupid for Black people to 
be in the economic position we 
are in today.  That situation will 
only change when we change.  
When we change our buying 
habits and our mindset when it 
comes to supporting our broth-
ers and sisters, and when we start 
refusing to hand our dollars over 
to other businesses without some 
kind of reciprocity.

Reclaiming black dollars is not 
just a saying; it is an economic 
principle that must be adhered 
to by black people.  part of that 
principle will be implemented 
during Black History Month 
when $1 million will be spent 
at black businesses in the phila-
delphia market, the starting point 
for the movement to reclaim our 
dollars, our economic founda-
tion, our self-respect, and that of 
other businesses that rely on our 
consumption of their products 
and services.  

Tune in to The WURD 900 
AM (www.900amwurd.com) in 
philly for information on how 
we can turn black spending into 
real power via the Million Dollar 
Black Buying power Campaign.

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati African 
American Chamber of Com-
merce, is the nation’s most pro-
lific writer on economic empow-
erment for black people. He is 
an adjunct professor at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati and can be 
reached through his Web site, 
blackonomics.com.

Reclaiming black dollars
B l a c k o n o m i c s

B l a c k o n o m i c s

Giving food stamps 
instead of jobs

The poverty 
industrial Com-
plex is well es-
tablished since 
its early years in 
the 1960’s. Late-
ly, it seems that 

it is on “steroids” with the in-
creased number of persons go-
ing on welfare, unemployment, 
social security disability, etc.

This is all federal and there are 
state components that comple-
ment these.  Food stamps have 
more than doubled to more than 
47 million Americans receiving 
them. A lot of this is because it 
is more liberal in its use.  people 
can easily buy liquor, cigarettes 
and other items with their food 
stamp card now.

Back in the 1960’s, the Fed-
eral Government was sincere in 
finding ways to address Amer-
ica’s discriminatory economic 
system.  Under president Rich-
ard nixon, the Section 3 of the 
HUD Act was implemented. 

This is also known as The 
Economic Opportunities for 
Low and Very-Low income 
persons.  24 CFR part 135 was 
implemented by former HUD 
Secretary George Romney in 
1968.  it was a response to urban 
unrest in black communities, es-
pecially the Watts Riot of 1965.  
The program was strengthened 
by Secretary Jack Kemp in 1992 
as a result of the Rodney King 
Riot in Los Angeles.

Under the law, 30 percent of 
all jobs created by HUD money 
are to go to people living in pub-
lic housing or living under the 
poverty level (Section 3 work-
ers).  Also, 10 percent of all con-
tracts should go to firms hiring 
those Section workers.  Section 
3 activity is broad.

Waste removal, painting, 
landscaping, accounting, jani-
torial, daycare, construction 
and secretarial are some of the 
activities that can be applied to 
Section 3 opportunities.  There 

are billions of dollars that apply 
to the Section 3 requirement an-
nually. The goal is to use HUD 
funding to bring people into the 
workforce and out of poverty.  
if properly applied the need 
for HUD activity in our cities 
would start diminishing year by 
year.

in 1998, the nBCC learned 
that only 4 HUD grantees out 
of nearly 6,000 were comply-
ing with Section 3. Also, each 
grantee is to comply with an-
nual activity reporting. Over 90 
percent of these grantees were 
not even submitting their annual 
report.

To the benefit of the current 
administration, the majority of 
grantees now take the time to 
submit an annual report.  How-
ever, there are still no more than 
4 grantees actually in compli-
ance with Section 3.

 if the vast majority of grant-
ees would comply, this nation 
would have over 100,000 new 
jobs for the unemployed per 
year and approximately $5 bil-
lion in contracts for new or 
small business owners.

it was discovered during a 
three year review (2008 - 2010) 
by HUD that the Chicago Hous-
ing Authority received over $1 
billion in HUD funding.  not 
once during those three years 
did CHA hire a Section 3 com-
pany or utilize a Section 3 resi-
dent.

This is happening all over the 
nation. There is a lot of econom-
ic damage done via this non-
compliance and HUD knows it 
- that is the tragedy.

While people who have a 
vested interest in the poor re-
maining poor are all too willing 
to increase food stamps to the 
needy and to the hustlers (you 
can buy $100 worth of stamps 
for $50 in every city of the na-
tion) opportunities are being de-
nied to the willing.

i was in a supermarket in De-
troit when a hustler approached 
me.  He said, “Sir, you have 

about $70 worth of food in your 
cart.  i will sell you $70 worth 
of food stamps for $35. i turned 
him down but was amazed 
when i checked out the amount 
was just a little over $70.

Who are these cronies that 
prevent Section 3 from work-
ing?  Construction unions want 
to keep possession of the jobs 
concerning the building and 
maintenance of public housing.

They are a big player plus 
housing authority managers 
whose business is to keep peo-
ple in poverty. Also, tenant as-
sociation officers who feel em-
powered leading their “sheep” 
as opposed to freeing residents 
of poverty.

Congress should amend the 
law so that Section 3 residents or 
businesses can sue HUD grant-
ees for noncompliance. The law 
does allow HUD to cease fund-
ing a grantee that is out of com-
pliance but it has never done 
that.  The city of Jacksonville, 
FL, was discovered in noncom-
pliance back in 1992.

Today, 2013, Jacksonville 
still refuses to be in compliance 
and all HUD has done is write 
a few threatening letters which 
has had no effect.  A few exam-
ples would go a long way in let-
ting the grantees know that the 
federal government is serious 
about this program.

i have been looking for some 
courageous members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
to rise up and take the charge 
in making Section 3 a reality.  
They start off and then back off.

The lobbyists are running this 
show as poverty is mega-bucks 
to the people who partake in the 
business side of it.  The more 
people in poverty the better 
their business.  people, please 
wake us.

Harry C. Alford is the co-
founder, President/CEO of the 
National Black Chamber of 
Commerce®.  Website: www.
nationalbcc.org. Email: half-
ord@nationalbcc.org.

Witness for Justice: a 
matter of character

Drone warfare is 
truly the warfare of 
the videogame age.  
The ‘pilot’ sits be-
hind a panel, miles 
away from a flying 

machine that contains no hu-
man being.

Through cameras and various 
forms of sensing equipment, 
they direct the drone to the lo-
cation where it will carry out 
reconnaissance and/or a missile 
strike. And then, in the case of a 
missile strike, presto, the target 
vanishes!

There are many problems 
with this entire scenario.  Drone 
warfare, particularly the man-
ner in which it is played up in 
the media, leads one to believe 
that war is now easy and rela-
tively painless, at least for those 
operating the drones.

Yet, the accolades for drones 
ignore a few things, such as, 
what if the wrong target is hit? 
What if there is a mistake?

none of this is abstract.  
Drone warfare, whether car-
ried out in Afghanistan, paki-
stan, Yemen, or any number of 
other places, has brought with it 
an extensive amount of what is 
politely called “collateral dam-
age.”

The estimates of the num-

ber of civilians killed in drone 
strikes range significantly from 
200 - 600 for the first years of 
the Obama administration.

Yet each time that we hear 
about these drone strikes, we 
are informed, through the main-
stream media, that another 
“militant” has been eliminated.  
The reality is that we, the pub-
lic, really do not know who has 
been killed.

There is one thing that we 
do know and it has been docu-
mented. The drone strikes in the 
Afghanistan/pakistan war have 
turned populations against the 
U.S.A. The hatred of the U.S.A. 
in pakistan is now almost leg-
endary.

While we hear about the 
‘pilots’ directing the drones 
from the security of buildings 
miles away, civilians in places 
like Afghanistan and pakistan 
are often fearful of where they 
walk, not knowing whether a 
drone thousands of feet in the 
air, will mis-identify them as a 
terrorist, and as a consequence, 
eliminate them.

The Obama administration 
seems almost impervious to 
criticisms of its drone cam-
paigns.

For too many people of the 
U.S.A., drone warfare is an 
acceptable approach to the ug-
liness and confusion of the al-

leged war against terror. As a 
result, there is so little pressure 
on the administration.

As has been demonstrated 
repeatedly since the end of the 
Vietnam War, when the body 
bags are not returning to the 
U.S.A., it is easy for most peo-
ple here to believe that there is 
no crisis; there is no war.

From the standpoint of those 
in the countries where the 
drones are deployed, there is a 
very different story.

As we learned in the after-
math of both the Gulf War of 
1991, and the iraq War of 2003, 
hi-tech warfare is far less accu-
rate and ‘clean’ than it appears 
when watching selected clips 
on television.

in viewing missile strikes 
on television we do not see the 
families blown apart or the sur-
vivors crying hysterically. All 
we actually hear is a number, 
that is, the number of alleged 
terrorists supposedly taken out.

We are then asked to go to 
sleep.

Bill Fletcher, Jr. is a Senior 
Scholar with the Institute for 
Policy Studies, the immedi-
ate past president of TransAf-
rica Forum, and the author of 
“They’re Bankrupting Us” – 
And Twenty Other Myths about 
Unions.  Follow him at www.
billfletcherjr.com.

Drones: warfare of the video age

By Bentley de Bardelaben
Special to The Mississippi Link

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist



CALLAWAY 64, PROVINE 58 (BOYS)
The Chargers of Callaway High School de-

feated Super 10 rivals, the Provine Rams, for 
the Pepsi Tournament championship Dec. 28. 
Sophomore Malik Newman led the team in scor-
ing with 28 points and was named the game 
MVP (Most Valuable Player). Wayne Brent is the 
coach of the Callaway team. Their current season 
record is 17-7. The Chargers are ranked No. 3 
on the Clarion-Ledger Super 10, just below No. 
2 Rams.

FOREST HILL 54, MERIDIAN 40 (GIRLS)
The Forest Hill High School Lady Patriots 

claimed the 2013 Pepsi Tournament title from 
Meridian Dec. 28. Claresa Banks earned MVP 
honors for leading in scoring with 14 points. 
Banks had plenty of help from three members of 
her team who also scored in the double-digits. 

Essence Pulliam and Anissa Jackson each 
scored 12 points, and Alexis Collins hit 10 
points. The Forest Hill girls’ basketball team has 
only one loss for the season to 19 wins. They are 
coached by Tangela Banks. The team is No. 2 on 
the Clarion-Ledger Super 10.

 

Dorothy McLin, first 
grade teacher at Key El-
ementary, was named the 
Watson Quality Ford Teach-
er of the Week for Jan. 17, 
2013.

McLin was recognized 
for being an outstanding 
instructional leader in the 
classroom.

She has 21 years of teach-
ing experience at Key and 
is noted for her creativ-
ity, warm and engaging de-
meanor, and loving spirit as 
she works with her scholars 
each day.

McLin earned her bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees 
in Elementary Education 
from Jackson State Univer-
sity and is the proud mother 
of five children and the wife 
of Sylvester McLin.

“Mrs. McLin represents 
the absolute best of the 
best that we have not only 
at Key Elementary, but also 
Jackson Public Schools 
as a whole,” said Dionne 
Woody, principal of Key El-
ementary.

“She truly loves what she 

does! It has been my ab-
solute pleasure to see the 
growth in her class since the 
start of school.”

“I am elated, surprised, 
and honored to have been 
chosen for this award,” said 
McLin. “I have always made 
it a point to teach and treat 

my students like I would 
want for my children and 
grandchildren to be taught 
and treated.”

McLinn received a check 
for $100, a trophy, a gift 
pack, and a $25 gift card 
from Watson Quality Ford.

Each week, Watson Qual-

ity Ford and WAPT honor 
a teacher in central Missis-
sippi who has made a differ-
ence in the lives of his or her 
students. Parents, students 
and school staff members 
are encouraged to nominate 
their favorite teacher, by 
visiting WAPT.com.

High school students 
from all seven JPS high 
schools participated in a 
Career Fair Jan. 25, 2013, 
at Provine High School. 
Students received first-hand 
knowledge about the lo-
cal workforce and higher 
education opportunities af-
ter high school graduation. 
Several businesses, colleg-
es, and universities partici-
pated by providing informa-
tion, resources, and services 
to the high school students.

Emiyah Simone’ Williams, 
a fourth grade student at Oak 
Forest Elementary School, led 
the Pledge of Allegiance at 
the Jan. 23, 2013 JPS regular 
board meeting. Emiyah is an 
honor student and was named 
Student of the Month for Jan-
uary 2013. She participates in 
the Open Doors Program and 
Elegant Eagles Dance Team. 
Her favorite subject is lan-
guage arts. She was Student of 
the Month in September 2012.

Emiyah is the youngest of 
four daughters born to Erica 
Williams and Michael Kelly. 
She attends College Hill M. 
B. Church and is a member 
of the Girl Scouts of Greater 
Mississippi. A kind and caring 
person, she donates canned 
goods to Stewpot and clothing 
to Goodwill Industries.

Her hobbies include writ-
ing, reading, drawing, dancing 
and singing. She is inspired by 
Gabby Douglas, as she wants 
to become a gold medalist in 
gymnastics.

Board member Beneta Burt 
presented Emiyah Simone’ 
Williams with a Certificate of 
Appreciation on behalf of the 
school district for delivering 

the Pledge of Allegiance.
Burt also presented a Cer-

tificate of Appreciation to 
Rev. Vince Gordon for deliv-
ering the invocation. He is a 
1980 graduate of Lanier High 
School and was featured in 
Christian Living magazine 
in June 2012 as Father of the 
Year.

He is married to Dr. Lori 
Gordon who accompanied 
him for the presentation. They 
have three children. Rev. Gor-
don is the youth minister at 
New Horizon Ministries.

Kayla Joy Granberry is in 
the seventh grade at Kirksey 
Middle School. Kayla is a 
true animal lover with a vivid 
imagination and her hobby 
shows it. She began creating 
different creatures and ani-
mals at the age of six with pa-

per. With encouragment from 
her mother, she began creat-
ing her sculptures with pipe 
cleaners. Impressed with sam-
ples of her work, the librarian 
at the Ridgeland Library in-
vited Granberry to exhibit her 
crafts at the library where they 
are currently on display. 

2013 Pepsi 
Tournament 
Champions 

Key Elementary educator 
named teacher of the week 

Provine High School hosts Career Fair for students 

JPS Board of 
Trustees honors 
Oak Forest 
elementary student

Kirksey student’s 
creature crafts 
on display at 
Ridgeland Library 

The Forest Hill Lady Patriots Basketball Team won the 2013 Pepsi Basketball Tourna-
ment Dec. 28. Claresa Banks (third from right) was named the game MVP.

(R) JPS School Board member Beneta Burt with Rev. Vince and
 Dr. Lori Gordon.

Williams

The Callaway Chargers Boys’ Basketball Team won the 2013 Pepsi Basketball Tourna-
ment Dec. 28. Malik Newman (third from right) was named the game MVP.

Participating in the Watson Quality Ford Teacher of the Week award presentation are (back left) Gail Gibbs; 
Watson Quality Ford, Dorothy McLinn; Key Elementary teacher, Steve Schenck; and Dionne Woody, principal 
of Key Elementary and student’s from McLin’s first grade class.

Students received first-hand knowledge about the local workforce and higher education opportunities after high 
school graduation at a Career Fair Jan. 25, 2013, at Provine High School.

Fredrick Nolan, JPS Watch D.O.G.S. coordinator, speaks to students 
about the role the program plays in keeping schools safe.

JPS student’s arts and crafts on display at Ridgeland Library
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Tougaloo College and 
Friends of Children of Missis-
sippi, Inc. are forming a part-
nership to bring an Early Head 
Start Pre-school program to the 
college campus.

The program will serve chil-
dren from birth to age 4 and 
will be housed on the Tougaloo 
campus. Dr. Cathy Gaston, Ex-
ecutive Director of Friends of 
Children, Inc. is collaborating 
with Dr. Pamela Russ, Dean for 
Education at Tougaloo College 
to develop the program and its 
implementation.

“We are working collabora-
tively to plan and coordinate 
our efforts to expand the avail-
ability and quality of services 
for these youngsters,” said 
Dean Russ of Tougaloo Col-
lege.

“This program will ensure 
that all infants and toddlers in 
the service area have access to 
quality childcare and educa-
tional services.”

Early Head Start, launched in 
1995, provides support to low-
income infants, toddlers, preg-
nant women and their families.

EHS programs enhance chil-
dren’s physical, social, emo-
tional and intellectual develop-
ment; assist pregnant women to 
access comprehensive prenatal 
and postpartum care; support 
parents’ efforts to fulfill their 
parental roles; and help parents 
move toward self-sufficiency.

Together Head Start and 
Early Head Start have served 
tens of millions of children 
and their families. The collabo-
ration was announced to the 
public at a press conference on 

Friday, Jan. 25, 2013 at Touga-
loo College, where the formal 
agreement was signed. 

Joining the press conference 
was 91-year-old Annie Seaton 
Smith, the first nursery school 
teacher at Tougaloo College.

The Division of Education, 
Supervision and Instruction at 
Tougaloo offers a variety of 
undergraduate degrees in pro-
grams leading to pre-k through 
6th and 7th through 12th teach-
ing licensures.

The Division of Education 
degree programs are guided 
by the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education standards 
and accredited by the National 
Council for the Accreditation 
of Teacher Education.

For further information on 
the Education Division, visit 
www.tougaloo.edu

Jackson State University 
professor Bennett Odunsi re-
cently became one of 10 re-
cipients of the 2012 Topp’s 
African-centered Scholars of 
the Decade Award.

The awards are given to re-
searchers who have built, nur-
tured and inspired communi-
ties of scholars to seriously 
investigate African issues.

The award is named after 
the Egyptologist, Pan-Afri-
canist and Mau Mau activ-
ist Mwalimu Baba Joseph 
“Topp” Wallace. The 2012 
awards were presented at 
the 30th Annual Conference 
of the Association of Third 
World Studies convened at 
Berry College in Rome, Geor-
gia.

Odunsi is an associate pro-
fessor of public policy and 
administration. His research 
interests are in human re-
sources, public policy and 
criminal justice. He has pre-
sented papers in Asia, Europe, 

Africa and several other ma-
jor national conferences in the 
U.S.

Odunsi has published in the 
Journal of Third World Stud-
ies, Journal of Asia and Af-
rican Studies and Journal of 
Global Awareness.

Other scholarly endeavors 
include publication in confer-
ence compendiums, several 
book chapters and a book. His 
current work is on compara-
tive administrative law sys-
tems.

The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation recently approved 
a grant for the implementa-
tion of a Global Leadership 
Curriculum at Tougaloo Col-
lege. The grant, which ends in 
2016, will provide the institu-
tion with resources to extend 
international studies and sup-
port Tougaloo’s overall mis-
sion.

“This is a wonderful oppor-
tunity to build upon our exist-
ing efforts to internationalize 
the campus,” said Dr. Can-
dice Love-Jackson, assistant 
vice president for Academic 
Affairs. “This award will en-
able us to introduce students 
and the campus community to 
various cultures and global is-
sues.” 

Larry Ray, Director for the 
Center for International Stud-
ies echoes Love-Jackson’s en-
thusiasm, “We will use these 
funds to promote a global ed-
ucation for Tougaloo College 
students through the curricu-
lum and through our study 
abroad programs.”

The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, which is head-
quartered in New York City, 
makes grants principally in 

five core program areas: high-
er education and scholarship, 
libraries and scholarly com-
munications, conservation 
and the environment, muse-
ums and art conservation and 
performing arts. 

The Foundation develops 
thoughtful, long-term collab-
orations with grant recipients 
and invests sufficient funds 
for an extended period to ac-
complish the purpose at hand 
and achieve meaningful re-
sults. 

Tougaloo College‘s Cen-
ter for International Studies 
encourages, inspires, advises 
and assists students, faculty, 
staff and the local and foreign 
community to develop inter-
national skills through educa-
tion and community service.

The objective is to live and 
work in cultures beyond the 
boundaries of the countries in 
which individuals live in or-
der to be better prepared for 
stewardship and leadership 
positions in the inevitable 
globalization of the planet. 

The secondary focus is to 
extend like opportunities and 
services to international fac-
ulty and students. 

Founded in 1869, Touga-

loo College is a private, his-
torically black, coeducational 
four-year liberal arts institu-
tion, located on the northern 
edge of Jackson. Known na-
tionally as “The Cradle of 
the Civil Rights Movement 
in Mississippi,” the College 
is led by its first female and 
13th president, Dr. Beverly 
Wade Hogan. 

Dr. Hogan is a 1973 gradu-
ate of the college and a native 
Mississippian. Under her vi-
sionary leadership, the Col-
lege has increased its enroll-
ment by 12 percent and boasts 
a student retention rate of 68 
percent.

Tougaloo ranks among the 
top 35 U.S. institutions whose 
graduates earn PhDs in sci-
ence and engineering disci-
plines (number two among 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities) and among 
the top 15 Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities 
in the graduation of females 
with undergraduate degrees 
in the physical sciences. 

It is among the nation’s 
largest producers of graduates 
who have completed their 
PhD degrees through the UN-
CF-Mellon Doctoral Fellow-

ship Program. Listed as one 
of the Best Colleges in the 
Southeast by The Princeton 
Review (2007-2010 editions), 
a top 20 ranking on U.S. 
News and World Report’s 
list of “America’s Best Black 
Colleges” (2012) and ranked 
among the top 30 liberal arts 
institutions in the nation by 
Washington Monthly (2012), 
60 percent of its graduates 
enter professional and gradu-
ate schools immediately after 
graduation. 

Tougaloo College is the 
leading producer of African 
American health profession-
als, including over 40 percent 
of the physicians and dentists, 
practicing in the state of Mis-
sissippi.

Among its graduates are 
more than one-third of the 
state’s African American at-
torneys and educators in-
cluding teachers, principals, 
school superintendents, col-
lege/university faculty and 
administrators.

For further information on 
the College, please visit www.
tougaloo.edu. For further 
information on the Mellon 
Foundation, visit www.mel-
lon.org.

Tougaloo College partners with Friends of Children 
to establish head start center on campus 
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Tougaloo College campus

Odunsi

JSU professor 
named among top 
‘African-centered 
Scholars of the 
Decade’

Tougaloo College awarded 
$325,000 Mellon Grant

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Meyers also discussed the Janu-
ary 10 meeting she held with Da-
vid Hoard, vice president of Insti-
tutional Advancement, and Eric 
Stringfellow, interim executive 
director of University Communi-
cations, and with Madison Mayor 
Mary Hawkins Butler.

Meyers said the purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss JSU’s plan 
for a Madison branch. Butler also 
was informed that the new loca-
tion’s programs would be geared 
toward non-traditional students 
and that classes would start in the 
summer.

“That was a thrill for me. I have 
long admired her, and I’m im-
pressed with her leadership. We 
shared our plan. We continue to 
look forward to a fruitful relation-
ship with Madison, the surround-
ing counties and cities and the 
leadership,” Meyers said.

During the January 10 meeting, 
Butler asked the university to be 
mindful of the signage protocols 
within the city of Madison. Meyers 
said the university would respect 
all of the city’s signage regulations.

The Madison mayor also asked 
that JSU establish a working rela-
tionship with Holmes Community 
College. Meyers has already sched-
uled a meeting with the community 
college’s president to “talk about 

how we can ease that transition 
from the community college world 
to Jackson State University and es-
tablish an up-close, personal, one-
on-one relationship with them.”

Meyers said she left the January 
10 meeting with the impression the 
city supported the plan. No con-
cerns or objections had been ex-
pressed, Meyers said.

On January 17, the College 
Board approved a 10-year, $1.5 
million lease for 8,600 square feet 
in an office building at 382 Galle-
ria Parkway in Madison for JSU to 
hold classes.

Since her meeting with JSU of-
ficials, Butler has expressed con-
cern about the expansion into her 
city. She said that she was not told 
about the lease agreement during 
her meeting with Meyers. Butler 
said the city wants to make sure 
that JSU will not be competing for 
students with Tulane.

When she was told that Butler 
felt like JSU had “kind of” gone 
behind her back, Meyers answered 
that she had been trying to meet 
with her for over a month, that 
she hadn’t spoken to her since the 
January 10 meeting, and the IHS 
approval occurred on January 17.

Meyers said that she was “not 
sure” if JSU was offering the 
same courses as Tulane. She said 

the campus programming is still 
evolving and some of the programs 
offered will be selected, in part, 
based on how they tie into long-
term, state economic development 
plans, such as Blueprint Mississip-
pi. The focus could include health 
care administration, public policy 
and business. “As we learn more 
about the aspirations of the stu-
dents in that area, we will try our 
best to accommodate them,” Mey-
ers said.

Meyers also explained that 
the Madison location fits into the 
university’s enrollment manage-
ment plan. She said the university 
would like to open other campuses 
throughout the metro Jackson area 
over the next three to four years to 
give the community more educa-
tional options.

When asked if she believed she 
still had the support of the city of 
Madison after hearing some of the 
natives’ concerns, Meyers said that 
she left the office (Mayor Butler’s) 
believing she had the city’s support 
for the expansion.

Myers said that she was 
“amazed” and “astounded” when 
she learned that the mayor did 
not realize that JSU was farther 
along in their expansion plans (had 
sought and received approval of 
the lease for the office space).



While doctors haven’t been 
able to nail down a specific cause 
for uterine fibroids -- the noncan-
cerous growths of the uterus that 
typically appear during a woman’s 
childbearing years -- they have 
pointed to genetic alterations, 
hormones and even hair relaxers. 

But researchers at the Slone Epi-
demiology Center (SEC) at Bos-
ton University say there could be 
another cause -- abuse as a child.

In a study that followed 9,910 
premenopausal African-American 
women from the Black Women’s 
Health Study, lead researcher, Dr. 
Lauren A. Wise, found that the 

incidence of uterine fibroids was 
increased by 16 percent among 
women who had been physically 
abused during childhood and by 
34 percent among women who 
had been sexually abused as a 
child.

“This is the second prospec-
tive study to show an association 

between childhood abuse and 
uterine fibroids diagnosed dur-
ing adulthood,” Wise said in a 
release, noting that psychosocial 
stress could be to blame, affect-
ing how sex steroid hormones are 
metabolized. Those hormones are 
thought to be involved in fibroid 
development and growth, research 
has shown.

In December, another group of 
researchers at SEC found a similar 
link between adult-onset asthma 
in African American women and 
abuse as a child. The connection 

there was also tied to chronic 
stress.

According to the National In-
stitutes of Health, most American 
women will develop fibroids at 
some point in their lives. (Wise 
said that childhood abuse did not 
increase fibroid risk.)

By age 50, 70 percent of whites 
and 80 percent of African Ameri-
cans had fibroids, one study 

showed. And while many cases 
are believed not to cause symp-
toms, with many women unaware 
they even have them, at least one-
quarter of U.S. women do expe-
rience heavy menstrual periods, 
bleeding between periods and ab-
dominal or lower back pain.

Symptomatic uterine fibroids 
are said to cost the U.S. billions of 
dollars in lost work days.

I hate to say I 
told you so but the 
truth of the mat-
ter is that our food 
supply is more 
dangerous today 
than ever before. 

It isn’t that food poisoning events 
are being emphasized more fre-
quently. The news is more of us 
are at risk than ever before.  The 
globalization of our food supply, 
combined with a less educated la-
bor force, means we are being sub-
jected to the extremely low stan-
dards of some countries in foods 
exported for consumption here.

Despite sweeping reform of 
food safety laws intended to make 
what we eat less dangerous, the 
number of Americans falling ill 
or dying from contaminated food 
has increased 44 percent since last 
year, according to a report released 
recently.

Tainted cantaloupe, unsafe 
mangoes, meat and the recent pea-
nut butter recall – which recently 
has infected 25 people, mostly 
children, in 19 states – has left us 
struggling to keep up with the diz-
zying list of ever-changing toxic 
edibles.

Approximately 48 million peo-

ple get sick from eating tainted 
food each year, according to the 
U.S. Public Interest Research 
Group, arguing more must be done 
to protect Americans from unsafe 
food. They say there were 718 ill-
nesses directly linked to food re-
calls in 2011. There were 1,035 ill-
nesses from January to September 
2012 - an increase of 44 percent.

The focus in this column is 
something we are hearing more 
and more about, yet understanding 
less and less: Genetically Modified 
(GM) foods.

Genetically modified food has 
quietly become second nature in 
the U.S., and it may surprise you 
just how many foods you are eat-
ing that you never knew contained 
a genetically modified ingredient.

Experts say 60 percent to 70 
percent of processed foods on U.S. 
grocery shelves have genetically 
modified ingredients. The most 
common genetically modified 
foods are soybeans, maize, cotton, 
and rapeseed oil.

That means many foods made 
in the U.S. containing field corn 
or high-fructose corn syrup, such 
as many breakfast cereals, snack 
foods, and the last soda you drank; 
foods made with soybeans (includ-
ing some baby foods); and foods 
made with cottonseed and canola 

oils could likely have genetically 
modified ingredients. These ingre-
dients appear frequently in animal 
feed as well.

Risks of GM foods include:
• Introducing allergens and tox-

ins to food
• Accidental contamination be-

tween genetically modified and 
non-genetically modified foods

• Antibiotic resistance
• Adversely changing the nutri-

ent content of a crop
• Creation of “super” weeds and 

other environmental risks
Benefits include:
• Increased pest and disease re-

sistance
• Drought tolerance
As the information surrounding 

GM food rose to the mainstream 
media, the people began to anger. 
They were looking for someone 
to blame for allowing this atrocity 
occur, and they had to look no far-
ther than Monsanto.

The Monsanto Corporation is a 
multinational agricultural biotech-
nology corporation. It is responsi-
ble for producing and selling a ma-
jority of the genetically engineered 
seeds in the world.

These are the seeds that yield 
genetically modified crops. Mon-
santo has such a grip on the indus-
try, that it produces 90 percent of 

the United State’s genetically en-
gineered seeds. 

This is the same company re-
sponsible for the development of 
bovine growth hormone (BGH), 
which incited mass controversy 
over its effects. It was determined 
by many health experts to be ex-
tremely dangerous, with many 
linking it to cancer and other life-
threatening conditions.

Numerous studies have proven 
genetically modified foods to be 
an extreme health hazard, but one 
must only look at how it is created 
to realize how unsafe GM food re-
ally is.

The bioengineering process it-
self is quite ridiculous. Billions 
are spent each year to genetically 
modify the food supply, tainting it 
with genetically modified “fran-
kenfood.”

Genetically modifying foods re-
quires one to tamper with the very 
genetic coding of the crop and/or 
seed. The process entails the trans-
fer of genes from one organism to 
another, such as taking particular 
genes from a pig and transferring 
them to a tomato. Not only does 
this defile nature, but it leads to a 
host of health problems.

Due to the complexity of a liv-
ing organism’s genetic structure, 
it is impossible to track the long-

term results of consuming geneti-
cally modified food.

Introducing new genes into 
even the most simple bacterium 
may cause an array of issues, high-
lighting the complexity of even the 
simplest organisms. Introducing 
new genes to highly complex or-
ganisms such as animals or crops 
is even riskier.

While it may or may not tech-
nically be a disease (depending on 
how you look at it), genetic modi-
fication is having a very serious 
affect on crops around the globe.

In the United States, a differ-
ent problem is developing.  The 
complete and total reliance of so 
many U.S. farmers on Monsanto’s 
Roundup herbicide has resulted 
in several varieties of glyphosate-
resistant “superweeds” developing 
in many areas of the United States.

The most feared of these “su-
perweeds”, Pigweed, can grow to 
be seven feet tall and it can liter-
ally wreck a combine.  Pigweed 
has been known to produce up to 
10,000 seeds at a time, it is resis-
tant to drought, and it has very di-
verse genetics.

Superweeds were first spotted 
in Georgia in 2004, and since then 
they have spread to South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Kentucky and Mis-

souri. In some areas, superweeds 
have become so bad that literally 
tens of thousands of acres of U.S. 
farmland have actually been aban-
doned. But that is what we get for 
trying to “play God”.

We think that we can just do 
whatever we want with nature and 
there will not be any consequenc-
es. It has been said many times 
that genetic engineering is similar 
to “performing heart surgery with 
a shovel”.

The truth is that we just do 
not know enough about how our 
ecosystems work to be messing 
around with them so dramatically.

Perhaps even more frighten-
ing is that once these genetically 
engineered monstrosities have 
been released into our environ-
ment, it is absolutely impossible 
to recall them.  They essentially 
become a permanent part of our 
ecosystem. But can we afford 
to make any serious mistakes at 
this point?

The truth is that we already 
live in a world that is not able to 
feed itself. Approximately 1 bil-
lion people across the globe will 
go to bed hungry todnight. Every 
3.6 seconds someone in the world 
starves to death, and three-fourths 
of those who starve to death are 
children under the age of 5.

HEALTH
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Scientists discover link between childhood 
abuse and fibroids in black women
BlackVoices
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The New Mexico teenager 
who used an assault rifle to kill 
his mother, father and younger 
siblings told police he hoped 
to shoot up a Walmart after 
the family rampage and cause 
“mass destruction.”

Police said they are also con-
sidering charging the shooter’s 
12-year-old girlfriend.

According to new informa-
tion released by police today, 
Nehemiah Griego, the 15-year-
old son of an Albuquerque pas-
tor, had plans to kill his fam-
ily, his girlfriend’s family, and 
local Walmart shoppers for 
weeks before he acted on the 
impulse on Sunday.

“Nehemiah said after killing 
five of his family members he 
reloaded the weapons so that 
he could drive to a populated 
area to murder more people,” a 
police report from the incident 
stated.

“Nehemiah stated he wanted 
to shoot people at random and 
eventually be killed while ex-
changing gunfire with law en-
forcement,” the report said.

The shooting spree began 
shortly around 1 a.m. on Sun-
day, when Griego snuck into 
his parents’ bedroom while 
his mother, Sara Griego, was 
asleep. There he raided the 
closet where the family kept 
their guns, and immediately 
used a .22 rifle to kill her, ac-
cording to the Bernalillo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department.

Griego’s 9-year-old brother 
was sleeping with his mother 
at the time and woke up. When 
Griego told the boy his mother 
was dead, the youngster didn’t 
believe him, according to a po-
lice report.

“So Nehemiah picked up 
his mother’s head to show his 
brother her bloody face,” the 
report states. “Nehemiah stated 
his brother became so upset so 
he shot his brother in the head.”

He then went into his sisters’ 
bedroom. “Nehemiah stated 
when he entered he noticed 
that his sisters were crying and 
he shot them in the head,” the 
police report states. The girls 
were 5 and 2 years old.

The teenager waited for his 
father to come from his over-
night shift working at a nearby 
rescue mission. When his fa-

ther, Greg Griego, walked into 
the home around 5 a.m., un-
aware of what had taken place, 
Griego shot him multiple times 
with the AR-15 rifle, Sheriff 
Dan Houston said.

Greg Griego was a for-
mer church pastor at Calvary 
Church in Albuquerque, and 
worked as a chaplain at a lo-
cal jail where he counseled 
convicts. The family was very 
involved in the church, accord-
ing to its website.

Griego then packed up the 
guns, including two shotguns, 
as well as ammunition for the 
rifles, and planned to drive to 
a Walmart to shoot additional 
people.

Houston said today that 
Griego called his 12-year-old 
girlfriend Sunday and ended 
up spending the entire day 
with her rather than going to 
the Walmart. Around 8 p.m. 
on Sunday, the pair drove to 
Calvary Church, and Griego 
said his family had died in 
a car crash. Someone on the 
church’s staff then called 911, 
Houston said.

“At this time, Nehemiah 
had been contemplating this 
for some time. The informa-
tion that Nehemiah had con-
templated going to the local 
Walmart and participating in a 
shooting in there is accurate,” 
Houston said. “There is no in-
formation at all that he went to 
church to cause anyone bodily 
harm there. The suspect also 
contemplated killing his girl-
friend’s parents.”

The girlfriend’s name was 
not released, but police are 
investigating whether to press 
any charges against her, Hous-
ton said. Houston said she had 
some knowledge about the 
deaths during the day Sunday.

Griego told cops he sent a 
picture of his dead mother to 
his girlfriend after the murder.

Sheriff’s deputies were dis-
patched to the Griego home 
around 9:15 p.m. on Sunday 
and arrived 10 minutes later, 
where they found the five bod-
ies.

Griego lied to investigators 
about the attack, telling them 
he came home around 5 a.m. 
that morning and found his 
family dead. He said he then 
took the guns to protect him-
self.

Griego quickly admitted 
to the crime when pressed by 
police, telling investigators he 
was “frustrated” with his moth-
er. Deputies said he was “un-
emotional” and “very stern” 
during the confession.

“The motive was purely 
that he was frustrated with his 
mother. He could not articu-
late to our investigators any 
farther,” Houston said. “In the 
time our investigators spent 
with him, it was a very casual 
(statement), he was just frus-
trated with how things were, 
and would not even articulate 
any further details of that frus-
tration.”

“It’s horrific,” Houston add-
ed.

A police report from the inci-
dent shows that Griego admit-
ted to having “homicidal and 
suicidal thoughts” in the time 
leading up to the incident.

Griego reportedly gushed to 
police about his love for vio-
lent video games during the in-
terrogation, Houston said. He 
told police he loved to play 
Modern Warfare and Grand 
Theft Auto.

“The suspect was involved 
heavily in games, violent 
games, it’s what he was into,” 
Houston said. “He was quite 
excited as he discussed this 
with our investigators.”

Houston said that Griego 
had occasionally lost touch 
with his family and then re-
connected with them mul-
tiple times in his life. He told 
investigators that his father 
had taught him how to shoot 
the weapons and the pair had 
practiced shooting them to-
gether.

Griego has five older sib-
lings who were not living at the 
home at the time of the shoot-
ing and were unharmed.

He is facing murder and 
child abuse charges and will be 
tried as an adult, according to 
police.

A barge carrying 80,000 
gallons of oil hit a railroad 
bridge in Vicksburg, Miss., on 
Sunday, spilling light crude 
into the Mississippi River and 
closing the waterway for eight 
miles in each direction, a Coast 
Guard representative said. A 
second barge was damaged.

Investigators did not know 
how much had spilled, but an 
oily sheen was reported as far 
as three miles downriver of 
Vicksburg after the 1:12 a.m. 
incident, said Lt. Ryan Gomez 
of the Coast Guard’s office in 
Memphis, Tenn.

Authorities were still try-
ing to determine the source of 
the leak, but it appeared to be 
coming from one or two tanks 
located at the stern of the first 
barge, Gomez said. He said 
there was no indication that 
any oil was leaking from the 
second vessel, and that it was 
still unclear whether the sec-
ond barge also hit the bridge or 
was damaged through a colli-
sion with the first.

“Investigators are still trying 
to figure out what happened,” 
he said.

United States Environmen-

tal Services, a response-and-
remediation company, was 
working to contain the oil with 
booms before collecting it and 
transferring it to one of the 
barge’s undamaged tanks, then 
ultimately to a separate barge, 
Gomez said. He could not say 
how long the river would re-
main closed in the area. Five 
northbound and two south-
bound vessels were waiting to 
pass, he said.

“It’s still considered an ac-
tive leak,” Gomez said. “We 
don’t have an estimate or ac-
curate amount of what was re-
leased.”

Railroad traffic was allowed 
to continue after the bridge 
was found safe for trains, Petty 
Officer Carlos Vega said.

The barges are owned by 
Third Coast Towing LLC, Go-
mez said. According to a web-
site listed under that name, the 
company is located in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. No one an-
swered the telephone at the 
company Sunday night.

Both vessels were being 
pushed by the tugboat Nature’s 
Way Endeavor. The website 
for Nature’s Way Marine LLC 
of Theodore, Ala., identifies 
the vessel as a 3,000-horse-

power, 90-foot-long boat, 
making it the largest and high-
est-powered of the company’s 
five tugs. It was built in 1974 
and underwent a complete re-
build in 2011, according to the 
company.

A company manager re-
ferred calls to the Coast Guard 
command center at Vicksburg.

The last time an oil spill 
closed a portion of the lower 
Mississippi River, it was for 
less than a day last February 
after an oil barge and a con-
struction barge collided, spill-
ing less than 10,000 gallons of 
oil. In 2008, a fuel barge col-
lided with a tanker and broke 
in half, dumping 283,000 gal-
lons of heavy crude into the 
waterway, and closing the river 
for six days.

The oil sheen from Sunday’s 
incident was unlikely to pose 
a threat to the Gulf of Mexico, 
located 344 river miles south 
of Vicksburg.

Residents and businesses in 
Gulf Coast states are still re-
covering from the April 2010 
explosion of the Deepwater 
Horizon drilling rig, which 
killed 11 workers and spewed 
more than 200 million gallons 
of oil into the Gulf.
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Barge on the Mississippi River
Griego

President Obama greets Miami Heat at the White House.

Superstar NBA basketball 
player LeBron James joined 
his teamates and staff of the de-
fending champion Miami Heat 
to visit the president. “We’re in 
the White House right now,” an 
excited James exclaimed. “This 
is like, hey, mama, I made it.”

The Heat was at the White 
House to commemorate their 
award-winning 2012 season. In 

his remarks, President Obama 
thanked the organization for 
spending time with some 
wounded warriors at Walter 
Reed National Military Medi-
cal Center in Maryland, and 
paid tribute to the important 
parental role team leaders in-
cluding James, Chris Bosh and 
Dwyane Wade, also play off the 
court.

“One of the things I’m 

proudest of is that they take 
their roles as fathers seriously,” 
Obama said. “And for all the 
young men out there who are 
looking up to them all the time, 
for them to see somebody who 
cares about their kids and is 
there for them day in and day 
out, that’s a good message to 
send. It’s a positive message to 
send. And we’re very proud of 
them for that.”

(AP) The northern Illinois 
city of Freeport has dropped 
trespassing charges against 
the Rev. Jesse Jackson.

The Journal-Standard re-
ports that the city dropped 
the charges against Jackson 
and 13 other protesters at 
the request of Sensata Tech-
nologies.

The civil rights leader 
participated in a workers 
protest in October 2012 at 

the Sensata plant. The plant 
was in the process of mov-
ing its Freeport manufactur-
ing operations to China, at 
a cost of 170 jobs from the 
Illinois plant.

The protesters were cit-
ed for violating Freeport’s 
trespassing ordinance. Jack-
son and the other defen-
dants originally requested a 
jury trial after pleading not 
guilty in November.

An attorney for Sensata 

wrote a letter to the city of 
Freeport earlier this month 
saying the company sup-
ported dropping the charg-
es.

Miami Heat visits 
President Obama at 
the White House 

Jesse Jackson trespass 
charge dropped

Mississippi River barge crashed 
carrying 80,000 gallons of oil, 
hits railroad bridge, leaks

New Mexico teen 
killed family, planned 
to shoot up Walmart
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Lord, I begin 
by thanking you 
for just being 
God all by your-
self. I begin by 
praising you for 
those in my life, 

those who will come and for 
those who have gone on.

I especially thank you for 
the birth of the first man I 
ever loved, the man who held 
my hand, clothed me, fed me, 
loved me and would die for 
me. I thank you for the birth 
of my earthly father, Clarence 
Monix. 

Jan. 31, 2013, would have 
been his 82nd birthday and 
a day that my siblings and I 
would have showered him 
with an extra abundance of 
love, but God chose to have 
him closer and show him 
more love than my siblings 
and I could ever provide. 

God chose to have him in a 
place where there is no pain, 
nor heartache; where there is 
only joy. Our dad is having a 
beautiful birthday celebration, 
and our mom is there with him 
(probably spoiling him rotten, 
like she so often did through-
out their marriage on earth). 
My oldest brother also gets to 
join on their celebration this 
year!

Over the years, I’ve shared 
so many stories with you 
about my father, his lack of a 
formal education, but his abil-
ity to raise a family of 10 suc-
cessful children.

I’ve told you about my fa-
ther’s business ventures which 
included working for a local 
bakery, providing a caravan 
of cars to transport children to 
and from the Head Start pro-
gram in Clarksdale, contract-
ing drivers to ‘haul seeds’ dur-
ing the cotton season, working 
for years as a gospel disc jock-
ey, and finally, his baby – Mo-
nix Fence Company.

I’ve even shared with you 
some of the adventures that 
my siblings and I experienced 
as we grew up in a neighbor-
hood filled with educators and 
my father’s determination to 
make sure that we were ex-
posed to everything positive 
that we could enjoy.

Our neighborhood provided 
that to us in so many ways and 
because of the camaraderie 

that existed, all of us enjoyed 
wholesome experiences that 
helped to create an environ-
ment filled with love on that 
entire block.

One thing that I’ve shared 
with you the most is my fa-
ther’s insistence that as long 
as he lived – church was not 
an option if you were in his 
household. It didn’t matter 
how long you had been away.  
If you came home – you went 
to church! No questions asked 
and they weren’t.

My dad truly raised us to 
follow the Lord just as Luke 
4:16 tells us: “Then Jesus 
came to Nazareth, where He 
had been raised. As was His 
custom, he went into the syna-
gogue on the Sabbath day….”

What a wonderful custom!  
Thank you daddy for passing 
it on to us!

As I reminisce and cel-
ebrate a man who helped to 
mold my life, I also celebrate 
a man who gave and continues 
to give each of us life – Our 
Heavenly Father!

I thank and praise Him daily 
in the words that I share with 
you and I pray that you share 
His love and sacrifice with 
others.

Whenever you have a 
chance, please share with 
someone, the joys and even 
pains that God has seen you 
through.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, wants 
to serve as your personal mes-
senger to share your good 
news and the news of your 
place of worship and visit.

As always, we ask that you 
let us help you to commu-
nicate the good news of our 
Lord.

Remember the verse that 
I often find myself sharing 
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads:

“How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of 
those who bring good news, 
who proclaim peace, who 
bring good tidings, who pro-
claim salvation, who say to 
Zion, Your God reigns!”

You may contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@missis-
sippilink.com. Fax 601-896-
0091 or mail your information 
to The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorBaptist state presidents 
convene in Jackson 

2013 Stellar Awards list winners

Only God

On Jan. 21, 
2013, Barack 
H. Obama was 
sworn in for his 
second presi-
dential term 
using Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s travel-
ing Bible.

The day was significant 
because of the first black 
president’s second inaugural 
ceremony and that it was in-
tentionally held on the federal 
King holiday. 

Many rightly remember 
King as a civil rights leader, 
a drum major for justice who 
called upon the greatness of 
America’s founding principles 
to make our nation “a more per-
fect union.”

Sadly, we often neglect that 
King was foremost a fourth-
generation Baptist preacher 
who saw his leadership in the 
civil rights movement as an 
extension of his Christian min-
istry.

In a certain sense, King was a 
prophet who pastored and nur-
tured that nonviolent revolution 
with moral courage and spiritu-
al insight. We would do well to 
remember this about him.

King would have turned 84 
on January 15, 2013. Though 
the Dreamer is dead, his dream 
lives on in those of us who still 
have the strength to love our 
nation enough to call it to true 
greatness - a greatness mea-
sured by what it does for the 

least of these. This prophetic 
patriotism has been a unique 
gift of the black church tradi-
tions from which King was 
formed and nurtured. In partic-
ular, the black Baptist tradition 
has historically called upon us 
to turn to Jesus for soul salva-
tion and social liberation. King 
simply shared and showed the 
Gospel we preach to a lost and 
dying world. We must do like-
wise.

On King’s birthday, four of 
the six Mississippi state Baptist 
conventions met at the Mis-
sissippi Baptist Seminary in 
Jackson, to discuss how we can 
work together to improve the 
spiritual and social conditions 
of the people we serve. The 
Rev. Isiac Jackson, Jr., presi-
dent of the General Missionary 

Baptist State Convention and 
pastor of Liberty M.B. Church 
in Canton, initiated the historic 
gathering. It was the first of its 
kind. Some of these conven-
tions emerged out of geographic 
necessity while fewer were the 
result of splits. But our coming 
together that Tuesday morning 
was about believing that col-
laborative leadership is the best 
means of redeeming the soul of 
Mississippi.

The meeting concluded with a 
resolve to work together around 
the myriad issues that plague 
our people. Since pastors and 
preachers are still the most ef-
fective leaders in our beloved 
state, we contend it is up to us to 
renew our charge to serve both 
our congregations and larger 
communities. Miseducation, 

economic disempowerment, 
physical and mental health dis-
parities, and social immobility 
persist. HIV/AIDS, inadequate 
housing, crime, and a cradle to 
prison pipeline stultify our peo-
ple. The church must be in the 
business of preaching and liv-
ing a Gospel that changes lives 
from the inside out. Transformed 
people can transform communi-
ties. That is what King taught us 
about the Gospel. We must con-
tinue that legacy in the power of 
the Holy Spirit and to the glory 
of our liberating Lord and all-
sufficient Savior Jesus Christ.

May black Baptists - and all 
Christians of good will - be de-
termined to proclaim the Gos-
pel in word and deed until all 
experience the transforming 
power of Jesus.

Broadcast on Jackson’s 
local affiliate WAPT-ABC, 
on January 29, the Stellar 
Awards bestowed its high-
est honors on gospel artists 
from around the country.

Two of Gospel music’s 
biggest acts shared the mi-
crophone when Kirk Frank-
lin and Tina and Ericka 
Campbell of Mary Mary co-
hosted the 28th Annual Stel-
lar Gospel Music Awards.

The annual salute to Gos-
pel’s best and brightest per-
formers returned to Nash-
ville, Tennessee’s iconic 
Grand Ole Opry House The-
ater Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013.

The Stellar Awards was 
broadcast in syndication 
on 150 stations in over 125 
markets around the country 
and will continue to air on 

the GMC network through 
March 3, 2013.

The winners are:
Artist of the Year
Marvin Sapp, IWin, Verity 

Gospel Music Group 
Song of the Year
Charles Jenkins, Awesome 

- The Best Of Both Worlds, 
Inspired People

Male Vocalist of the Year
Marvin Sapp, IWin, Verity 

Gospel Music Group
Female Vocalist of the 

Year
Albertina Walker Kierra 

Sheard, Free, Karew Re-
cords

Group/Duo of the Year
Mary Mary, Go Get It, My 

Block/Columbia Records
New Artist of the Year
Le’Andria Johnson, The 

Awakening Of Le’Andria 
Johnson, Music World Gos-

pel
CD of the Year
Charles Jenkins & Fel-

lowship Chicago, The Best 
Of Both Worlds, Inspired 
People

Choir of the Year
Charles Jenkins & Fel-

lowship Chicago, The Best 
Of Both Worlds, Inspired 
People

Producer of the Year
Isaac Carree, Eric 

Dawkins, Warryn Camp-
bell, Gerald Haddon, & Rick 
Robinson, Uncommon Me, 
Sovereign

Contemporary Group/Duo 
of the Year

Mary Mary, Go Get It, My 
Block/Columbia Records

Traditional Group/Duo of 
the Year

The Williams Brothers, 
Live At The Hard Rock - 

Part 1, Blackberry Records
Contemporary Male of the 

Year
Fred Hammond, God, 

Love & Romance, Verity 
Gospel Music Group

Traditional Male of the 
Year

Marvin Sapp, IWin, Verity 
Gospel Music Group

Contemporary Female of 
the Year

Le’Andria Johnson, The 
Awakening Of Le’Andria 
Johnson, Music World Gos-
pel

Traditional Female of the 
Year

Vanessa Bell Armstrong, 
Timeless, Music World Gos-
pel

Contemporary CD of the 
Year

Mary Mary, Go Get It, My 
Block/Columbia Records

Traditional CD of the Year
Marvin Sapp, IWin, Verity 

Gospel Music Group
Urban/Inspirational Sin-

gle or Performance of the 
Year

Mary Mary, Go Get It - Go 
Get It, My Block/Columbia 
Records

Music Video of the Year - 
Short Format

Darren Grant, Go Get It - 
Go Get It, My Block/Colum-
bia Records

Traditional Choir of the 
Year

Charles Jenkins & Fellow-
ship Chicago

Special Event CD of the 
Year

Mary Mary, Go Get It
Rap Hip Hop Gospel CD 

of the Year
Da T.R.U.T.H.
Children’s Project of the 

Year
Anointed By God
Quartet of the Year
The Williams Brother, 

Live At The Hard Rock - 
Part 1

Recorded Music Packag-
ing of the Year

Charles Jenkins, The Best 
of Both Worlds, Inspired 
People

Praise and Worship CD of 
the Year

Jason Nelson, Shifting The 
Atmosphere, Verity Gospel 
Music Group

Ecc les i a s t e s 
4:12 is the verse 
that guides us to-
day as the fam-
ily and friends of 
True Light M. B. 
Church of Jackson 

celebrate the conclusion of our 21 
days of fasting.

God did this and so much more! 
Throughout the first 31 days of 
2013, many of you have experienced 
the best and the worst this New Year.  
Some have experienced loss; while 
others have experienced gain.  Some 
have witnessed moments of disap-
pointment; just as others have been 
overwhelmed with sheer pride.  
While some have experienced fail-
ures; others have caught views from 

the mountaintops of success.  There 
are those that made vows (resolu-
tions), and others who quickly broke 
vows.  We have seen extremes in 
weather; heat, floods, and snow.  In 
the first 31 days of 2013, we have 
experienced a lot.  God did it!

In each experience, the hand of 
God was present.  Either His permis-
sive will was at work or His divine 
power was in motion. Regardless 
of what prevailed, only God could 
orchestrate time and events in such 
a manner that the Inauguration of 
President Barack Obama would 
coincide with the national holiday 
celebrating the birth of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  Only God can lead 
His people into uncharted waters – 
a second year of corporate fasting.  
Only God could move in our hearts 
and place us on one accord as we 

sacrificed together, while He pro-
vided guidance through another year 
of Fasting.  As we finalized 21 days 
of sacrifice through fasting, we can 
only say Hallelujah! Only God! 

Over that 21 days of fasting, only 
God provided a medley of scrip-
ture, where He challenged us to 
strengthen our families, faith, and 
fellowship. Only God brought about 
healing from broken relationships 
by a daily dose of unity through His 
word.

Only God broke the chains of sin 
and separation through your testi-
monies of sacrifice.  Only God can 
and will continue to join you and me 
to complete the three-fold cord that 
cannot be easily broken. Only God 
will honor our sacrifices with bless-
ings all year long! Only God!

Rev. Marcus Cheeks is the pas-

tor of True Light M. B. Church, 224 
East Bell St., Jackson. He is a native 
of Jackson. Rev. Cheeks, his wife, 
DeVonda, and their three children, 
currently reside in Canton.  He has 
an extensive background as a coun-
selor and educational guide to high-
risk youth. He received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Humanities with 
an emphasis in Philosophy and Re-
ligion from Tougaloo College and 
a Master of Science from Jackson 
State University in Guidance and 
Counseling.

Rev. Cheeks has served as an of-
ficer in the Mississippi National 
Guard and is currently employed 
with the State of Mississippi as a 
State Title I Director. He can be 
reached at 601-607-7011, 601-353-
7364 or e-mail infotlmbc@yahoo.
com.

Sapp, Artist and Male Vocalist 
of the year

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

The Mississippi Link
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“You, there-
fore My Son, 
be strong in the 
grace that is in 
Christ Jesus.  
And the things 
that you have 

heard from Me among many 
witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able 
to teach others also.  You 
therefore must endure hard-
ship as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.

“No one engaged in warfare 
entangles himself with the af-
fairs of this life, that he may 
please Him who enlisted him 
as a soldier.  And also if any-
one competes in athletics, he 
is not crowned unless he com-
petes according to the rules.  
The hardworking farmer must 
be first to partake of the crops.  
Consider what I say, and may 
the Lord give you understand-
ing in all things.” (II Timothy 
2:1-7)

How can someone be strong 
in grace?  Grace means unde-
served favor.  Just as we are 
saved by grace (Ephesians 
2:8-9), we should live by 
grace (Colossians 2:6). This 
means trusting completely in 
Christ and His power, and not 
trying to live for Christ in our 
strength alone.  Receive and 
utilize Christ’s power.  He will 
give you the strength to do His 
work.

This Scripture text gives 
us some very necessary, very 
useful advice. It bids us to re-
member that it is not an easy 
thing to be a Christian.  It 
bids us remember that to be 
a soldier of the cross requires 
effort and self-denial and con-
stant endurance.

Paul encourages Timothy 
to constancy and persever-
ance in His work.  Those who 
have work to do for God must 
strengthen themselves for it.  
Where there is the truth of 
grace there must be a labor-
ing after the strength of grace.  
We need to grow stronger and 
stronger in that which is good.  
We must be strong, not con-
fiding in our own sufficiency, 
but in the grace that is in Jesus 
Christ.  There is grace enough 
in Him for all of us.

All Christians are soldiers of 
Christ Jesus.  The soldiers of 
Christ Jesus must prove them-
selves good soldiers, faithful 
to their captain, resolute in 
His cause.  Those who would 
prove themselves good sol-
diers of Christ Jesus must en-
dure hardship; we must count 
on it in this world, and bear it 
patiently when it comes.

Paul used a comparison 
with soldiers, athletes, and 
farmers who must discipline 
themselves and be willing to 
sacrifice to achieve the results 
they want.

Like soldiers, we have to 
give up worldly security and 

endure rigorous disciplines.  
Like athletes, we must train 
hard and follow the rules.  
Like farmers, we must work 
extremely hard and patient.  
However, we keep going de-
spite suffering because of the 
thought of victory, the vision 
of winning, and the hope of 
harvest.  We will see that our 
suffering is worthwhile when 
we achieve our goal of glori-
fying God.  The great care of a 
soldier should be to please his 
general; so the great care of a 
Christian should be to please 
Christ.

Sacrificing for the cause of 
Christ is one form of enduring 
hardship.  “The first principle 
of sacrifice is self-denial.” 
What have we denied our-
selves for the cause of Christ?  
How much are we willing to 
give up to win the world to 
Christ?  What have you de-
nied yourself of time for your 
Master?  How many hours a 
week do you spend working 
for Him?  Would you risk los-
ing a business deal to attend to 
the business of the King?

“The second principle of 
sacrifice is suffering.” Let him 
take up his cross. The cross is 
the symbol of pain and sor-
row and heartbreak.  How 
much pain have you borne for 
the sake of Christ?  Can you 
show scars of the battle waged 
against sin? Do you suffer any 
mental anguish over that son 
or daughter, that friend who is 

out of Christ?
“The third principle of sac-

rifice is self-surrender.”  How 
full is our surrender to Christ?  
His cross is lifted above us.  It 
beckons us to follow.  Will we 
give a full surrender to it?  If 
we are true followers of Jesus 
Christ, somewhere in our life 
the note must be telling of 
definite sacrifice.

Paul told Timothy to con-
sider his words, and God 
would give him understand-
ing.  God speaks through the 
Bible, His Word, but we need 
to be open and receptive to 
Him.  As Christians, we are 
running toward our heavenly 
reward.

“Forward, forward, there’s a 
crown before, see it shining on 
that heavenly shore; we shall 
wear it when the conflict’s 
over – the prize is waiting, 
press the battle on.  Strength-
ened by the mighty power of 
heaven, we shall conquer, we 
shall conquer, till the raging 
for afar is driven, press the 
battle on.”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Crossroads Church of God 
in Farmhaven (Canton), Miss. 
He is married to Velma L. Green. 
He honorably served in the U.S. 
Army for 20 years. Presently, he 
is a member of the National As-
sociation of Evangelism Church of 
God Anderson, Ind., and serves as 
vice-chairman at the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of God, 
Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of January 31

1. It’s Not Over   Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson
2. Take Me To The King  Tamela Mann
3. Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee And New Life
4. Hold On   James Fortune & FIYA Featuring Monica & Fred Hammond
5. Awesome   Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago
6. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
7. Turning Around For Me  VaShawn Mitchell
8. Let The Church Say Amen Andrae Crouch Featuring Marvin Winans
9. God’s Up To Something Good Hart Ramsey & The NCC Family Choir
10. Shifting The Atmosphere Jason Nelson

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Be strong in Grace 
Endure hardship for Christ

Hearing ru-
mors about the 
supposed recon-
ciliation of Ri-
hanna and Chris 
Brown makes 
me think about a 

question myself and others asked 
a few years ago:  “Why would she 
take him back?”

“She must really love him.”  
“She must have low self-esteem.”   
“She’s stupid!”were just a few of 
the comments that I heard.     I 
think it’s much simpler than that 
and her problem is one that many 
of us have.   It’s not the issue of 
accepting abuse.       It’s the issue 
of settling because you don’t think 
you deserve better and you may 
have forgotten that some things do 
matter.

“Some things do matter” were 
the words that a friend of mine 
bluntly stated a few years back as 
we ended her annual birthday cel-
ebration lunch.  We’d spent much 
of the lunch discussing expecta-
tions for relationships.      Rihanna 
appears to be a perfect example of 
why people settle:  for some reason 
they may feel that because they 
don’t deserve better, some things 
don’t matter.

Settling in a relationship, wheth-
er religious, professional or roman-
tic, is a dangerous sign that what I 
like to call spiritual and emotional 
battle fatigue has set in.

You’ve prayed about an illness 
and it still hasn’t improved.

You’ve applied for countless 
jobs but you still haven’t heard 
anything from any potential em-
ployers.

You’ve prayed about a relation-

ship but are still single or unhappy 
in your current relationship.

Others even encourage you to 
pray but sense your frustration 
when you remind them that you’ve 
already prayed about it.

Why do we settle for less than 
what we’ve prayed for and for less 
that we believe God has promised 
us?

We settle because we are tired.   
We settle because we are tired of 
fighting.

We settle because we don’t 
know what else to do. We settle 
because we are afraid.

Deuteronomy 15:6 reminds us 
that “your God will bless you just 
as He promised you.”

Some of us don’t actually real-
ize that we are settling. Here’s an 
easy test: If you continually have 
to make excuses for your decisions 
and feel that you have to justify 
them not only to yourself but to 
others, more than likely you’ve 
settled.

If God’s peace doesn’t follow, 
it might be a sign that you have 
settled for less.

The peace of God and the assur-
ance that comes with the peace of 
God should follow decisions that 
you make in all areas of your life.

How do you keep from settling?  
Do like Psalm 119:49 says, “hang 
on to these words for dear life!”  

Let those words hold you up in 
bad times and let God’s “promises 
rejuvenate” you. 

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She can be reached at love-
hangover@juno.com, at www.she-
wandariley.com or www.anointed-
authorsontour.com 

Some things 
do matter 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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Delivery Drivers: CDL-A. 
Top Earners: $65k/yr.
Safety/Perform Bonus. 

Full Family Benefits. 401k.
Food Srvce/Bevrg Exp A+. 

877-704-3012

HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

DEparTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTraTiOn
burEau OF builDinG, GrOunDs anD

rEal prOpErTy manaGEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/26/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 102-248 Aquatics Facility Renovation 
  (Aquatics Facility Renovation Rebid)
  Delta State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

 Professional: Shafer & Associates, PLLC 
 Address:     510 University Drive
   Starkville, Mississippi 39759
 Phone:  662-323-1628

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instruc-
tions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any 
or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the 
bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
1/24/13, 1/31/13

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

Early notice and public review of proposed activity 
in a 100-year Flood plain and Wetland

To:  All interested Agencies (Federal, State, and Local) as well as groups and individu-
als.

This is to give notice that an evaluation has been conducted as required by Executive 
Order 11988 and 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart 
C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management, to determine 
the potential affect that its activity located in the 100 year floodplain will have on the 
human environment.  

This project is funded by the Community Development Block Grant (CBDG) under 
grant number B-11-MC-0003. The scope of this project is to use the Community De-
velopment Block Grant funds to remove and replace the 4” sewer service lines running 
from citizens’ houses to the City of Jackson’s sewer mains.  These lines are often a 
large source of inflow and infiltration (I&I) into the City’s sewer system.  It is essential to 
the health of the sewer collection and treatment system that as many of these sources 
of I&I be removed as is possible.  

The beginning point is to be Brandon Avenue within the sewer shed, leading to an an-
ticipated 50-60 homes being serviced.  The City will contact low-income homeowners 
in the area until 50 accept the City’s offer.  The service area is to be as tightly concen-
trated as income restrictions allow.  All work will be done on private property.  

Written comments must be received at the following address on or before February 15, 
2013:  Valerie Skinner, Senior Planner, Real Estate Division, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS  
39205 and (601) 960-2266. 

1/31/13

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

Early notice and public review of proposed activity 
in a 100-year Flood plain and Wetland

To:  All interested Agencies (Federal, State, and Local) as well as groups 
and individuals.

This is to give notice that an evaluation has been conducted as required by 
Executive Order 11988 and 11990, in accordance with HUD regulations 24 
CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain 
Management, to determine the potential affect that its activity located in the 
100 year floodplain will have on the human environment.  

This project is funded by the Community Development Block Grant (CBDG) 
under grant number B-11-MC-0003. This project will involve improving 
roughly 600 linear feet of drainage to Eubanks Channel.  The work will in-
volve stabilizing the embankment, and improving water flow by using a con-
crete open box.  The work will require excavation of existing soils within the 
channel flowline to allow for proper installation of the concrete box culvert.  
No structures will be affected by this project which is located in the AE flood-
way and there is only one floodplain involved.

The proposed project, Eubanks Creek, which is located from Lampton Av-
enue to Bailey Avenue in Jackson, MS, Hinds County, will undergo drainage 
improvements. 

Written comments must be received at the following address on or before 
February 15, 2013:  Attn:  Valerie Skinner, Senior Planner, Real Estate Divi-
sion, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS  39205 and (601) 960-2266. 

1/31/13

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

DEparTmEnT OF FinanCE anD aDminisTraTiOn
burEau OF builDinG, GrOunDs anD

rEal prOpErTy manaGEmEnT
JaCksOn, mississippi

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/21/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 208-049 Energy Conservation Measures 
  Jones County Junior College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may be 
obtained from:

 Professional: Foil Wyatt Architects & Planners PLLC 
 Address:     1510 North State Street, Suite 400
   Jackson, Mississippi 39202
 Phone:  601-352-3071

A deposit of $50.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
1/24/13, 1/31/13

aDVErTisEmEnT FOr biDs

advertisement to accept applications for midtown Homes

The Jackson Housing Authority (JHA) will begin accepting applications for the Mid-
town Homes (2 and 3 Bedroom) for the month of February during the hours of 9 
a.m. to 12pm.  Applications will be distributed and accepted at the JHA Central 
Office located at 2747 Livingston Road.  JHA has established a preference for 
working families, where the head, spouse, co-head, or sole member is employed 
at least 20 hours per week.  As required by HUD, families where the head, spouse, 
co-head, or sole member is a person age 62 or older, or is a person with disabilities, 
will also be given the benefit of the working preference.  Public Housing assists 
low and very low income families and individuals by establishing their monthly rent 
based on the family’s income.  Individuals on the Jackson Housing Authority Public 
Housing Waiting list or Section 8 Waiting List must submit a separate application 
if interested in these homes.  This waiting list will close at 12 noon on Thursday, 
February 28, 2013.

1/31/13

EmplOymEnT

announcer/producer senior (Gulf Coast reporter) 

Mississippi Public Broadcasting (MPB) is seeking an experienced broadcast 
journalist to serve as our Gulf Coast/ South Mississippi correspondent.  MPB 
has an award winning news department, which is quickly becoming a recog-
nized news source.  This person will produce NPR-style news stories/features 
on issues of local and regional interest, including spot news coverage, special 
programs and newsmaker interviews.  The ideal candidate should be a self 
starter with strong news judgment who’s an enterprising journalist capable of 
generating story ideas. Annual Salary: $31,806.94. Complete description and 
application process at www.mpbonline.org. Closes February 20, 2013.

1/31/13

EmplOymEnT

Videographer Editor
Department: production

annual entry salary - $27,243.43

JOB DUTIES INCLUDE:
Mississippi Public Broadcasting is seeking a Videographer Editor for field and 
studio productions, field and studio lighting, field audio recording and non-
linear editing.  Knowledge of HD video equipment, Final Cut Pro and Avid is 
required.  Knowledge of advanced production techniques including jibs and 
Steadicam is desired.  Additional duties include serving as part of the produc-
tion crew.
     
MINIMUM  REQUIREMENTS:
A Bachelor’s Degree  from an accredited four-year college or university in 
Radio/Television/Film or a directly related field (AND) one (1) year of experi-
ence in work directly related to the above-described duties;  (OR) Graduation 
from a standard four-year high school or equivalent (GED), (AND) five (5) 
years of experience in work directly related to the above-described duties; 
(OR) directly related education and related experience may be substituted on 
an equal basis. This position is classified as Non-State Service, Exempt. See 
Web Site for complete description (www.mpbonline.org). SUBMIT:  State of 
Mississippi application (obtained via State Personnel Board and Mississippi 
Employment Service) and demo reel to Personnel, Mississippi Public Broad-
casting, 3825 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, MS  39211 received by February 
11, 2013.  Resumes not accepted in lieu of applications.  MPB is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 

1/31/13

lEGal

lEGal nOTiCE
request for proposals

The Mississippi Department of Human Services (MDHS) will accept 
sealed proposals until Monday, February, 18 2013, 5:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time at 660 North Street, Suite 200, Jackson, MS. 39202, 
or by mail at P.O. Box 352, Jackson, MS 39205-0352, for administra-
tion of the Mental Health Intensive Adolescent Opportunity Program 
(AOP#003A). Requests for Proposals will be available for pick-up in the 
lobby of 660 North Street, Suite 200, Jackson, MS 39202, beginning 
on Thursday, January 17, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. or may be 
obtained by accessing www.mdhs.state.ms.us or through the mail. No 
unsolicited proposals will bemailed. To obtain an RFP through the mail, 
contact: James Maccarone, Director, Division of Youth Services, Missis-
sippi Department of Human Services, P.O. Box 352 (750 N. State St.) 
Jackson, MS 39205-0352, or call (601) 359-4972.

MDHS reserves the right to reject or negotiate any and all proposals or 
cancel this request for proposals at its discretion.

1/24/13, 1/31/13



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com

FOREMEN to lead utility field crews.
Outdoor physical work, many entry-level
positions, paid training, $17/hour plus
weekly performance bonuses after pro-
motion, living allowance when traveling,
company truck and good benefits. Must
have strong leadership skills, good driv-
ing history and able to travel in
Mississippi and SE states. Email resume to
Recruiter3@osmose.com or apply online
at www.OsmoseUtilities.com. EOE
M/F/D/V

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
DRIVER - $0.03 QUARTERLY BONUS,
plus $0.01 increase per mile after 6 and
12 months. Daily or Weekly pay. CDL-”A”,
3 months current experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com

DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
START THE NEW YEAR with a Great
CDL Driving Career! Experienced Drivers
and Recent Grads - Excellent Benefits,
Weekly Hometime, Paid Training. 888-
362-8608. AverittCareers.com Equal
Opportunity Employer.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - ENJOY 60% OFF
Tender Hugs and Kisses with chocolates
for your Valentine! Site price: $49.99, you
pay just $19.99. Plus take 20% off other
gifts over $29. Go to
www.Proflowers.com/fabulous or call 1-
888-727-9844.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local paper.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
SHARI’S BERRIES - DELIGHT all of
your Valentine’s with our freshly dipped
strawberries, decadent truffles and hand-
crafted sweets! Save 20% off qualifying
gifts over $29. Visit
www.berries.com/enticing or call 1-888-
718-8514.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
LAND OWNERS - 2013 Estate Taxes
changes could have financial conse-
quences for Mississippi property owners
and farmers. Protect your Estate from
Taxes and Probate. For FREE information
packet call 1-877-266-0500, 24/7.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 27, 2013

CDL TRAINING
Over 200,000 truck driving jobs are
available across the country. Want a 
career that gives you the open road?

Antonelli College
now offers CDL training. 

Be on the road in as little as 5 weeks!
Contact us today for more information.

1-888-647-2523
enrollantonelli.com

Bladder Sling or
Transvaginal Mesh

Problems?
You may be entitled to compensation
BUT TIME MAY BE RUNNING OUT!

CALL MY OFFICES NOW!
THERE WILL BE NO CLAIM
AGAINST YOUR DOCTOR!

CHAD SMITH
Attorney-At-Law

601-584-9537
www.mchadwicksmith.com

Free Background Info on Request.

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

Jan27_MCAN
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HIP IMPLANT
PATIENTS

ATTENTION!

If you or a loved one received a metal on metal hip implant, your 
implant may be the subject of a nationwide recall. The DEPUY ASR XL
hip implant and STRYKER REJUVENATE OR STRYKER ABG II 
hip implants have been recalled by the manufacturers.

ALREADY HAD REVISION SURGERY ON YOUR METAL TO METAL
HIP? YOU STILL MAY HAVE A LEGAL CLAIM FOR DAMAGES!

Verhine & Verhine, PLLC
E. Scott Verhine, Attorney

CALL TOLL-FREE (855) 637-0791 OR (601) 636-0791
or email Scott Verhine: scott@verhine.biz

1013 Adams Street, Vicksburg, MS 39183  www.verhine.biz
The MS Bar advises that a decision on legal services should not be based solely on advertisement. Free background 

information available upon request. Listing of areas of practice does not indicate expertise therein.

TIME IS RUNNING OUT TO MAKE YOUR CLAIM!
• Don’t know your hip model? We can help!
• We will NOT make a claim against your 

surgeon or hospital...only the manufacturer.
NO RECOVERY/NO FEE!
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!!! DIALYSIS ALERT !!! 
FDA Warning issued for 

GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

If you or a loved one used  GranuFlo® or Nat-
uraLyte® in a dialysis treatment between Janu-
ary 2008 and June 2012 and suffered a heart
attack, heart damage, stroke or death within 48
hours, you or your loved one may have been
injured by this product.  

Know Your Legal Rights!
Contact attorney 

Robert G. “Trey” Taylor, III* 
for free consultation at (601) 826-0520 
or  by email at RT3ATTY@gmail.com.  

*More information about attorney is available at the Mississippi State Bar
(601) 355-8635 and the Texas State Bar (512) 427-1463.   Principal office :
Houston, Texas. 
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



NISSAN
Continued from page 1

16 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJanuary 31 - February 6, 2013

4) Agree not to hold meetings 
on company time unless union 
supporters have equal time to 
meet with workers.

According to the rally orga-
nizers, MAFFAN “was found-
ed after Congressman Bennie 
Thompson called on Mississip-
pi leaders to form a committee 
to stand up for Nissan workers.

Rev. Dr. Isiac Jackson Jr., 
president of the General Mis-
sionary Baptist State Conven-
tion of Mississippi, is chairman 
of MAFFAN. Jackson said, 
“We’ve told our community 
about Nissan’s threats and in-
timidation of workers and how 
they treat their Mississippi 
workers like second-class glob-
al citizens.”

Glover was passionate on 
the stage at Tougaloo with 
the fervor of the former civil 
rights movement when African 
Americans’ civil liberties were 
hanging in the balance. Be-
fore coming to Tougaloo Col-
lege, MAFFAN appeared at the 
North American International 
Auto Show in Detroit, Monday, 
Jan. 14, 2013, featuring the 
actor at a press conference to 
highlight what has been termed 
“What is beneath the shine of 
Nissan.”

The efforts to unionize at 
Nissan Canton are reverber-
ating throughout the United 
States, as MAFFAN’s next top 

will be at the Auto Show in 
Chicago, Ill, Feb. 7 – 18, and 
Atlanta, Ga., March 13 – 17. 
Other stops will include more 
college campuses.

Tyson Jackson of MSJA said, 
“We are developing a compre-
hensive campaign to spread the 
word about Nissan’s anti-union 
campaign. Young people are 
the top consumer target market 
for Nissan. Through social me-
dia and other avenues, we will 
prove to Nissan that our gen-
eration does not support their 
threatening conduct.” MSJA 
is comprised of students from 
Tougaloo College, Jackson 
State and Hinds Community 
College and has grown to more 
than 200 members.

Others at the rally like call 
meeting were Derrick Johnson, 
president of the Mississippi 
NAACP; Kennth Wayne Jones, 
state senator, Bishop Ron-
nie Crudup of New Horizon 
International Church and the 
church’s Men’s Choir.

Derrick Johnson said, “Your 
labor has value; your ability to 
negotiate should be respected 
as well as your rights to orga-
nize or not to organize.” John-
son then asked, “Do you work 
seven days a week or three days 
a week? Do you work three 
hours a day or seven hours a 
day?” 

He added, “The NAACP 

stands with you for your civil 
rights. If the workers in Japan 
have rights to work, so should 
the workers in Mississippi. We 
stand with you not because it is 
the ‘in thing’ to do but because 
it is the just thing to do. Our 
people already fought for our 
rights to negotiate.”

Crudup stated, “This is 2013, 
not 1930. I have people in my 
congregation who work at Nis-
san. And to all workers in Nis-
san, in the state of Mississippi 
and in the U.S., this has to stop 
(intimidation). Nissan is a great 
international company and this 
is unbecoming of it to act this 
way. We are not going to stop; 
the intimidation must stop and 
allow free elections.”

MAFFAN president Jackson 
said, “Mississippi’s greatest re-
source is its labor workforce. 
Nissan threatens it will close. 
Don’t be afraid; Nissan has 
contracted for 30 years and has 
at least 20 more years to go. 

“When Nissan leaves, its 
workers will have no retire-
ment, no medical benefits and 
will leave its resource of people 
crippled with back problems 
and knee problems.”

MAFFAN launched its web-
site campaign at www.beneath-
theshine.org

COMING NEXT WEEK: the 
Nissan response

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

Photos by AyeshA K. MustAFAA
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Marshand 
Crisler

Candidate, 
Senate District 28

as we approach black History 
month, remember the many 
sacrifices made by our forefathers, 
and their greatest achievement, 
establishing the right to VOTE! 

The most powerful instrument for 
change is the VOTE! With that in 
mind, please go to the polls on this 
Tuesday, Feb. 5th and elect marshand 
Crisler, senator, District 28.

paid for by the committee to elect marshand Crisler



Book Review:
“Michael Jackson: 
king of PoP 1958-2009”
ByeMily heRBeRt, Read By andRe Blake
  c.2009, Bolinda PuBlishing, now 
  availaBle fRoM BRilliance audio   
   $19.99  •  6 CDs / 6:44 in length

When you look back over 
your life, there’s a musical score 
behind it.

You cut your teeth on “A-B-
C” and “Rockin’ Robin.”  You 
hummed “I’ll Be There” in the 
ear of your first date. Later, you 
thrilled to “Thriller” and “Beat 
It” and you swore, with one 
white-gloved hand, that Billie 
Jean’s son was not yours.

Then, almost four years ago, 
the song ended. So what don’t 
you know about The Greatest 
Entertainer of All Time?  Find 
out in “Michael Jackson: King 
of Pop 1958-2009” by Emily 
Herbert, read by Andre Blake.

Growing up in a large family 
in Gary, Indiana, wasn’t easy 
for Michael Jackson.

Though he loved to sing with 
his brothers, Michael’s father, 
Joe, could be cruel and loved 
to taunt Michael. Honing in on 
the boy’s deepest weakness, Joe 
mercilessly teased him about 
his nose and his skin tone.

Joe also pushed his sons to 
perform, and the group soon 
caught record producers’ eyes. 
Even then, and though he 
wasn’t initially supposed to be 
the lead singer, it was obvious 
that young Michael was the 
break-out star of the family. His 
gift was apparent as soon as he 
stepped on the stage.

It was true that Michael Jack-
son loved to perform. He was 
also a perfectionist, and had set 
his eyes on becoming a movie 
star in addition to being a mu-
sical performer. His first foray, 
The Wiz, didn’t give him the 
film stardom he craved, but it 
did give him a chance to meet 
Quincy Jones, who became a 
lifelong friend and collaborator.

Shortly after his role in The 
Wiz ended, Michael had sur-
gery to correct an injury on his 
nose. That, says Herbert, made 
him realize that he could change 
his face.

In the years between that at-
tempt at movie-stardom and the 
release of his albums “Off the 
Wall” and “Thriller,” Michael 
Jackson cemented his reputa-
tion as The King of Pop and 
became a household name. His 
dances were copied, his signa-
ture one-gloved look became 
fashion, and his albums broke 
records. But the king was un-
happy.

Over time, Jackson became 
tired of the hoopla. He loved 
the crowds, but hated the media 
and the rumors. In an attempt 
to remedy that, he made some 
strategic (but ill-fated) deci-
sions, both privately and pub-
licly, which only made the prob-
lem worse.  He started to suffer 
from insomnia, and turned to 
drugs for relief….

So you say you’re a major 
Michael Jackson fan?  You’ve 
read everything about him and 
watched every interview? Then 
you’ve heard this audiobook.

Indeed, there are very few 
surprises in “Michael Jackson: 
King of Pop 1958-2009.” Au-
thor Emily Herbert pulled to-
gether interviews, books, TV 
programs, and other information 
that’s already become public., 
and while there’s a scattering of 
teensy nuggets, it’s mostly same 
old, same old. (Yawn.)

I think that if you’re a rabid, 
died-in-the-wool MJ fan, yeah, 
go ahead and add this audio-
book to your vast collection of 
Jacksonmania. For the average 
person, though, you already 
know what’s in “Michael Jack-
son; King of Pop 1958-2009,” 
so just moonwalk away.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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‘The Best Man 2’ set for Nov. 
release with original cast

Katrina survivor Burnell Taylor 
brings ‘Idol’ judges to tears

9 black former ‘AI’ contestants file 
suit against show claiming racism

It’s official - the 1999 
romantic comedy “The 
Best Man” will get a se-
quel.

Universal announced 
Thursday that Taye Diggs, 
Terrence Howard, Nia 
Long, Regina Hill, Mor-
ris Chestnut and Harold 
Perrineau have all signed 
on to return for “The Best 
Man 2,” to be released on 
Nov. 15, 2013.

Also returning is direc-
tor Malcolm D. Lee.

The original followed a 
writer (Diggs) whose re-
cent autobiography put 
him at odds with being the 

best man at the wedding of 
his best friend (Chestnut).

No word yet on the sto-
ryline this time around.

Randy Jackson called the 
audition the best he’s seen 
so far this season. Mariah 
Carey wiped away tears and 
joined Randy and Keith Ur-
ban in a standing ovation 
- all for Hurricane Katrina 
survivor Burnell Taylor.

The 19-year-old unem-
ployed New Orleans native 
- who lost everything during 
the storm and moved with 
his family to Baton Rouge, 
in the aftermath - took the 
stage at the Baton Rouge au-
ditions of “American Idol” 
and delivered an emotional 
rendition of  Fantasia’s “I’m 
Here” from Broadway’s 
“The Color Purple” to close 

the episode.
“All I can say 

is somewhere 
there’s a spotlight 
right now just 
waiting for you 
to walk into it,” 
Keith Urban said.

“That is what 
we came for,” 
Minaj said. “I feel 
like we’ve been 
flying all around 
this country for 
that. That thing 
that can’t even be 
put into words. 
That thing that 
gives everybody chills and 
goosebumps. I’m so happy 
you did that because that 

wasn’t even an audition, that 
was just entertainment for 
us.”

Well now, this is interesting.
Nine former “American Idol” 

contestants, who happen to all be 
black, have hooked up to file a 
lawsuit against the show.

They claim they were kicked 
to the curb by “Idol” as part of 
racist plot to boost ratings.

New York attorney James H. 
Freeman wrote a letter to the U.S. 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission in which he asks for 
permission to sue “AI”and FOX 
on behalf of his clients, who have 
all appeared on the show:

Corey Clark (Season 2), Jae-

red Andrews (Season 2), Donnie 
Williams (Season 3), Terrell Brit-
tenum (Season 5), Derrell Britte-
num (Season 5), Thomas Daniels 
(Season 6), Akron Watson (Sea-
son 6), Ju’Not Joyner (Season 8) 
and Chris Golightly (Season 9).

In his letter, Freeman claims 
he noticed something fishy about 
“Idol” when Jermaine Jones was 
kicked off on March 15, 2012. 
Producers had claimed Jones 
failed to inform them about mul-
tiple outstanding warrants out for 
his arrest.

Freeman claims he conducted 
an investigation into the show 

- and found that producers had 
only publicly disqualified nine  
other people from the show since 
it first hit the air … and they all 
happened to be black.

Freeman now alleges that 
“Idol” has been conducting a 
“cruel and inhumane” scheme to 
exploit and humiliate black con-
testants for ratings.

According to the letter, 
Freeman believes the annual 
“scheme” begins during the 
background check stage of the 
show - when producers ask wan-
nabe contestants the question - 
“Have you ever been arrested?”

Freeman claims the question 
is a violation of CA employment 
law … and since his clients were 
essentially applying for “em-
ployment” with Idol, the show 
was forbidden from asking con-
testants about their arrest history.

But Freeman claims … the 
ill-gotten information from the 
question, coupled with arrest re-
cords obtained by private inves-
tigators working for Idol, were 
used to humiliate the black Idol 
contestants on national TV … 
and in the process, perpetuated 
“destructive stereotypes” about 
black people.

F r eeman 
also claims 
the show 
made his cli-
ents appear 
to be “vio-
lent crimi-
nals, liars 
and sexual 
deviants” … 
when they 
weren’t.

What’s more … Freeman 
claims the show has “never once 
publicly disqualified a white or 
non-black American Idol contes-
tant in the history of the eleven 

season production.”
“We were kind of skeptical at 

first upon hearing about the suit, 
but now that we see where the at-
torney is headed, he just might be 
on to something.”

“The Best Man” cast members
Taylor

eurweb.com
eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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January 30 - February 5, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$899

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

FRYER  
WINGS

PER  LB.

$219

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$129
3  LBS.  OR  MORE  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

WESTERN  STYLE
PORK  RIBS

PER  LB.

$199

FROZEN

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1299

COOK'S  BUTT  PORTION

SMOKED 
HAM

PER  LB.

$149

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK  FRYER

THIGHS  OR 
DRUMSTICKS

PER  LB.

$119

COOK'S

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$129

SELECT  VARIETIES

BUSH'S  BAKED
BEANS

16  OZ.

$100

PEPSI PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$12
ASSORTED  VARIETIES

RED  BARON
PIZZAS

19 - 30.95  OZ.

3/$10

ASSORTED  

BLUE  BELL 
ICE  CREAM 

HALF  GAL.  ROUND

2/$9
DEAN'S  FRENCH  ONION

DIP
12 - 16  OZ. ................................. 

2/$3
VELVEETA

CHEESE
2  LB.  BOX ..................................

$599

ASSORTED  TYSON

ANYTIZERS
22 - 28  OZ. ................................. 

$699

SUNNY  D

CITRUS  PUNCH
128  OZ.  .................................... 

$249

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM
8  OZ. ..................................... 79¢

KRAFT  SHREDDED  OR

CHUNK  CHEESE
8  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$4
McKENZIE'S

CHUB  CORN
16 - 20  OZ. .................................

$100

ASSORTED

ORE  IDA
POTATOES
2  LB. ......................................  

2/$5

piggly wiggly

RED  OR  WHITE

SEEDLESS
GRAPES

PER  LB.

$299

RIPE

HASS
AVOCADOES

EACH

79¢
FRESH  GRAPE  OR

CHERRY
TOMATOES

10 - OZ.  CLAMSHELL

$199

FRESH

RUSSET
POTATOES

10  LB.  BAG

$249

RIVER  RANCH

SHREDDED
LETTUCE

8  OZ.

$100

SWEET

TEXAS RED
GRAPEFRUIT

5  LB.. BAG

$329

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


