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JPS launches Creativity Kitchen program
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By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Continuing its focus of offering healthy
foods to students, Jackson Public Schools
launched “Creativity Kitchen: Chef Inspired
Cuisine for Healthy Scholars” Monday at
Blackburn Middle School.
The pilot program is a partnership with local
Chef Nick Wallace, the Mississippi Museum
of Art and the Jackson Public Schools Food
Service Department.
Wallace, a Blackburn alum, will tweak
current menu items and create new ones in
an effort to offer students, staff, and educators
tasty, yet healthier food choices. As the current
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Focus is on healthier food options
executive chef and culinary curator at the
Mississippi Museum of Art, Wallace brings a
wealth of talent to the program. He has worked
as a chef at some of the largest hotels in the
nation, including the Marriott and the historic
King Edward Hotel in Jackson.
“I understand both the challenge and the
importance of providing healthy, exciting meals
to students. Students need fuel to learn, and
we want to give them high-quality, delicious,
and artfully-inspired meals that propel them
to achieve and perform at their very best,”

Wallace said. “My presence in the schools
will also be a resource to those students who
may want to consider a career in the culinary
industry as an example to the next generation
of how rewarding a life in the kitchen can be.”
“We are so grateful Nick has volunteered
to give his time,” said Mary Hill, JPS food
service executive director. “He has put a twist
on healthy eating.”
Starting Monday, students at two JPS middle
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On hand for the launching of Creativity Kitchen were Patricia Willis,
Blackburn Middle School food service manager (from left); Chef
Nick Wallace, JoAnn Quillen, retired food manager; and Mary A. Hill,
executive director of Food Service at Jackson Public Schools.

Byram Walmart opens
Store will employ up to 300 people

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

In a matter of months, thousands of Mississippians may
lose the food assistance they
receive through the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program or SNAP, formerly
known as the Food Stamp Program.
More than 82,000 Mississippians who are adults without
dependents and not disabled
receive food assistance through
SNAP. Formally, these individuals are referred to as able bodied
adults without dependents. Of
that number, more than 51,000
could lose the benefits because
of the reinstatement of a threemonth time limit during a threeyear period to receive SNAP.
These individuals who are between the ages of 18-49 can be
exempted from losing SNAP if
they work 20 hours a week consistently, enroll in a job training
program or participate in workfare. Actively looking for work
does not exempt them.
When the United States entered a recession around 2006
and unemployment rates were
high, states were allowed to receive waivers permitting these
individuals not to be subject
to the three-month time-limits.
As the economy has improved
and the unemployment rate decreased in certain states, the
time-limits have been reinstated.
However, if a state’s unemploy-
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Sheriff’s
Dept.
makes
$1M bust
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Lee Maddox, store manager of Byram’s new Walmart Supercenter, presents members of the store’s management team Wednesday morning
during the grand opening. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
Wednesday may go down
as the best birthday present
ever for Lee Maddox, the store
manager of the new Walmart
Supercenter in Byram, located
at 131 Handley Blvd.
The store’s grand opening
was held at 8 a.m. Wednesday
and several hundred people attended the festivities.
It also happened to be
Maddox’s birthday.
“It has truly been an humbling experience to be so welcomed by city officials and ev-

Weekend events
On Saturday local residents
are invited to A Big Family
Welcome from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., which will give customers
a chance to meet Lee Maddox,
store manager, and enjoy fun
family activities and free food
samples while supplies last. On
Sunday, free health screenings,
store pick up demos and food
samples will be available from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.
eryone in town,” said Maddox.
During the ceremony, the

crowd also heard from Byram’s
Mayor Richard White, Lt. Gov.
Tate Reeves and Sammy Sappington, Walmart regional
manager. Also in attendance
were Sen. David Blount, Hinds
County Sheriff Victor Mason,
two new Hinds County Supervisors Bobby McGowan and
Michael Morgan, Dr. Delesicia M. Martin, Hinds County
School District superintendent;
Byram’s Junior Auxiliary, Byram Business Association and
all Byram aldermen.
Sappington noted that in his
39 years with the company, the

turnout for the Byram’s store
opening was the largest he’s
seen in years.
Area schools were represented as well. The Byram Middle
School Choir performed the
National Anthem along with
the school’s jazz band. BMS’
Junior ROTC presented the
colors at the beginning of the
ceremony. Terry High School
cheerleaders performed along
with the younger Titan cheerleaders. Girl Scouts Troop 5841
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On Tuesday
morning Hinds
County Sheriff
Victor
Mason
stood behind a
table in his office topped with Mason
more than $1 million in allegedly illicit cash confiscated during
a traffic stop Monday by some
of his deputies.
It was the largest amount of
money ever seized in Hinds
County, according to the sheriff.
“This is history,” said Mason,
who has been on the job less
than a month. “This is a new
sheriff’s department. We’re
going to have aggressive law
enforcement.”
During the news conference
Mason revealed details of the
bust. He suspects the money –
$1,068,860 – is related to the
drug trade.
A deputy patrolling I-20 between Clinton and Bolton spotted a vehicle headed westbound
being driven erratically with its
three occupants looking at him.
He pulled the car over. Upon
questioning, Mason said the occupants’ stories didn’t add up
and the deputy called for backup, which included the canine
unit. Deputies asked to search
the car and the occupants agreed
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African Children’s Choir to perform Sunday at New Jerusalem

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Inside

The
renowned
African
Children’s Choir will continue
its tour in Mississippi with a
concert at 7 p.m. Sunday at New
Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old
Canton Road in Jackson.
The choir consists of 18
children ages 7-11 from Uganda
and other parts of Africa.
They will give an 80-minute
performance that will include
traditional African songs and
dances as well as English
contemporary worship songs.
The concert is free and open
to all, but donations will be

This year’s African Children’s Choir includes 18 children ages 11 and
younger.
accepted. The free-will offering
is taken at the performance
to support African Children’s
Choir programs, such as

education, care and relief and
development programs.
“People are very generous,”
said Heidi Moen, a tour

chaperone.
“By
helping
these kids, you’re helping
thousands more in Africa. The
support reaches 8,000 children
altogether.”
To avoid lodging expenses,
the choir members and staff stay
with host families in the cities
where they perform.
This is the 44th African
Children’s Choir. The first
one was created 31 years ago
by Ray Barnett who had gone
on a humanitarian trip to wartorn Uganda. Barnett became
acquainted with a small boy
who sang despite the tragedy of
his surroundings.
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Upcoming performances
• Jan. 29 at 7 p.m. at Highland
Baptist Church, 2513 N 7th Ave.
in Laurel.
• Jan. 31, at 9 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. at Triumph Church, 36
Honeysuckle Lane in Vicksburg
• Jan. 31, at 7 p.m. at New
Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old
Canton Road, in Jackson.
• Feb. 3, at 6 p.m. at Central
The choir varies in numbers
yearly. Children must be chosen
through an audition process.

United Methodist Church, 1004
23rd Ave. in Meridian
• Feb. 5, at 7 p.m. at Quitman
High School, 210 S Jackson Ave.
in Quitman. Hosted by Clarke
County Chamber of Commerce
• Feb. 7, at 8:45 a.m. and 11
a.m. at First United Methodist
Church, 602 Main Street in
Columbus.
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First Annual South Jackson Day of Service
community cleanup event a success
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Close to 200 volunteers from across the Capital City joined forces to improve the aesthetics of
South Jackson during the first annual South Jackson Day of Service.
Council Vice President Tyrone Hendrix, who
organized the event, shares his gratitude to the
many volunteers.
“We sent a call of action to members of the
community to unite as one force and place the
future of South Jackson into our own hands,
and they responded with overwhelmingly high

participation,” said Hendrix. “I want to thank
each and every volunteer for their support and to
remember that the power to create positive change
in our communities lies within each of us. We
must continue to take a stand to honor and fulfill
Dr. Martin Luther King’s legacy and dream.”
Residents, students and city leaders assisted
with painting and improving parks, light debris
and brush removal and litter pickup. Volunteers
met at Candlestick Market Plaza located at 810
Cooper Road in Jackson to begin the cleanup
which covered the South Jackson area.
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Habitat for Humanity honors King through Day of Service
Special to The Mississippi Link
More than 70 Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area
volunteers spent the Martin Luther King Holiday spreading the
message of King by making a
difference in the community.
Holding power tools, hammers, paint brushes and lawn
tools, these volunteers rehabbed
four homes that were once for
victims of Hurricane Katrina.
When the Mississippi Gulf
Coast was devastated 10 years
ago by Hurricane Katrina, 10
HFHMCA homes were built in
mid-city Jackson for evacuees
wanting to relocate and become
Habitat homeowners. Now, a
decade later, some of the homeowners’ circumstances have
changed and four of the houses
needed to be rehabbed, so firsttime home buyers can experience the ownership of a safe, de-

Volunteers from Atmos, LeFleur’s Bluff (MS) Chapter of The Links, Butler Snow, the Mississippi College School of Law and Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity worked on rehabbing four houses in mid-city Jackson on Martin Luther King Day.
cent, affordable Habitat home.
Sponsors for Habitat’s MLK
Day of Service were Atmos,
LeFleur’s Bluff (MS) Chapter of
The Links, Inc., Butler Snow, and
the Mississippi College School of
Law. These sponsors also provided volunteers for the day, along
with Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.

“Dr. King wanted everyone to
live together,” said Jeffrey Turner of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
“This is where it starts, with fellowship and community service.”
Dr. Bettye Graves of The
Links said volunteering is a
meaningful way to celebrate the
holiday. “Volunteering makes

you feel good because you are
doing something for someone
else,” she said. “The Habitat
homeowners who will be
getting the houses are working
with us today. They are excited,
and that makes us excited.”
Jimmie Coins, an employee of
Atmos, agreed. “Giving back is

energizing,” he said.
Adam Perry, president of the
Mississippi College School of
Law student bar association, said
he was volunteering because,
“You are what your community
is, so what you put into your
community is what you are.”
“We are grateful for the

dedicated
commitment
of
our volunteers all year and
especially on MLK Day,”
said Cindy Griffin, executive
director of HFHMCA. “They
embrace the ideal that a day of
service embodies the essence of
Dr. King’s dream by helping a
brother and sister in need.”
Griffin noted that volunteering
is something that community
members can do throughout
the year, not just on MLK
Day. “The greatest satisfaction
from volunteering with Habitat
for Humanity is that you are
transforming lives and changing
neighborhoods – building homes
and building hope,” she noted.
For more information about
becoming a volunteer, donor,
or homeowner with Habitat for
Humanity Mississippi Capital
Area, call (601) 353-6060 or
visit www.habitatmca.org.

MLK Day of Service

Assisting with College Hill Clean Up Day was Deacon Robert Green (from left), Lawrence Dixon,
Lemuel Clark, Pastor Michael T. Williams, Rev. Calvin Peoples and Deacon Louis P. Wright. PHOTO

BY JACKIE HAMPTON

The Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry of College Hill Baptist Church on Florence Avenue
volunteered their time off for Dr. King’s Holiday cleaning their church. GROUP PHOTO BY LINDA RUSH
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schools – Blackburn and
Powell Middle – will get to
try the first revamped meal
of Creativity Kitchen. Menu
items will include spaghetti
with meatballs, veggie
flatbread pizza, pizza salad
that includes pepperoni,
and Wallace’s tomato basil
dressing.
Students will not be
offered other dressings such
as ranch or thousand island
flavors. Roasted potatoes,
peas and carrots, breadsticks,
and fresh fruit cups will also
be offered, along with a
sugar cookie for dessert. The
cookie is more like a biscotti
that’s dipped in chocolate on
one end.
The
excitement
of
Creativity Kitchen has other
middle schools in the district
anxious for the program to
expand to them. “Everybody
wants to know who’s next,”
says Hill. A couple of
schools will be introduced
to Creativity Kitchen each
month, and before the end
of the school year, all 13 JPS
middle schools will partake
of creations from Creativity
Kitchen.
On the first Monday of
each month, new recipes will
be introduced in the schools.
Parents, who have always
been welcomed to eat lunch
with their child at school on

ment rate is still higher than the national
rate and if there are counties or areas in
a state with a high unemployment rate,
the state can apply for a waiver to remain exempt from the time-limits.
The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
reports Mississippi’s unemployment
rate is 7 percent, which is one percentage point higher than the national rate
as of November 2015. The percentage
means the state meets the criteria to apply for the waiver, but Gov. Phil Bryant
has no plans to do so.
“Gov. Bryant does
not intend to restore the
waiver. The Mississippi
Department of Employment Security and the
state’s WIN Job CenBryant
ters are available to help
these individuals find employment. In
fact, MDES’ Mississippi Works app currently lists more than 41,000 job openings,” said Clay Chandler, spokesman
for Bryant.
USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon thinks the state could do more to
help people find employment.
“One of the aspects of Mississippi
is that the federal government has set
aside $1.5 million (for the state) to do
job training for SNAP beneficiaries, but
only spent $322,000 last year,” Concannon said. “It’s a shame the state has
elected to drop people from the program.”
Since the latter part of 2015, the Mississippi Department of Human Services, which administers SNAP, has
notified individuals who will be most
affected by the changes.
In lieu of the waiver, the state has
decided to implement a mandatory em-

Attending the launch of Creativity Kitchen were Chinelo Evans, (from left) chief academic officer
for middle schools; April Catchings with the Office of Child Nutrition within the Mississippi
Department of Education; Julian Rankin, Mississippi Museum of Art marketing director; Mary
Hill, executive director of Food Services at JPS; Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber, Chef Nick Wallace,
Beneta Burt, school board president; and JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray.
any day, are encouraged to
consider the first Mondays
to get a taste of the cuisine
themselves.
The JPS program will
emulate the Chefs Move to
Schools Program launched
by First Lady Michelle
Obama in 2010 as part of
her Let’s Move Initiative. In
Chefs Move to School, chefs
across the nation were asked
to adopt local schools and
work with parents, teachers
and school staffers to help
educate kids on food and
nutrition.
With Creativity Kitchen,
Wallace will work closely
with JPS food service
personnel training them to
create the new menu items,
while
ensuring
USDA
requirements are met. Steps

will also be taken to include
more locally grown foods
into the meals.
The main goal of the
program is to expose students
to a larger variety of healthy
food choices to help them
become more informed
consumers and educators
of nutrition in their own
communities.
Hill emphasized that
Creativity Kitchen will
enhance programs already in
place at JPS designed to keep
students informed on living a
healthy lifestyle.
“We are always looking
for things to challenge
our students to eat better.
Working on consumption
and eating habits is just an
added piece,” she said.
Hill is also grateful for

the program’s partners who
share the vision to ensure the
program is a success. “To be
successful, you have to have
partners,” she said.
“Here at the museum, we
strive to draw connections
between the art in our
galleries and our own
gardens, including The
Payton City Farm Learning
Garden, a functioning urban
plot that serves as both an
outdoor classroom and a
source for fresh ingredients,”
said Betsy Bradley, director
of the Mississippi Museum
of Art. “Creativity Kitchen
pushes these ideas even
further, beyond our walls and
grounds and into the public
schools, where it can have
a wide-reaching and lasting
impact.”

Walmart
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Walmart associate Joyce Smith cuts cake for those attending the grand opening.
help us buy a lot of asphalt. I know it
doesn’t mean anything to y’all but it
means a lot to me.”
White also announced that a Dollar
Tree store will be located near Walmart
soon.
Now that Walmart is open in Byram, local residents are grateful for
the chance to drive a shorter distance
to shop.
“I’m very excited that Byram has a
Walmart now,” said Linda Harris, a local resident. “We have so many people
in the Byram area, and we usually

have to drive to Clinton or Richland to
get to a Walmart, so this is more convenient for the immediate community.
It’s gonna help us grow.”
Though there will always be work to
do in running a city, Byram Aldermen
Teresa Mack agreed that she’s relieved
for now that the store is open.
“I’m also grateful that they took the
opportunity and chance to come to
Byram because we’ve been waiting
for a store this size to come to Byram
to serve our community for a while,”
Mack said.

Girl Scouts Troop 5841 pose with Byram Mayor Richard White. The troop was a recipient of grant funds from
Walmart for the girls’ community service work. PHOTOS BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

Choir
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“Ultimately, the child selected
is going to help raise their family
out of poverty,” Moen said.
Being a part of the choir
somewhat secures a child’s
future, according to Moen.
The children would possibly
not have a chance to get an
education otherwise.
Moen noted that in Uganda,
primary school is not free. There
is a cost for everything from
uniforms, pencils, paper, and all
other supplies. By being in the
choir, the children’s expenses
for primary school, high school,
and even at an university are
paid. Furthermore, Music for
Life, the parent organization

ployment and training program. MDHS
is working with the Department of Employment Security and has reportedly
identified thousands of vacant middle
skilled jobs through MSWorks.
Policy analysts at the Mississippi
Center for Justice and the Hope Policy
Institute in Jackson are among those
advocating for the state to apply for the
waiver.
“Hope Policy Institute believes the
work requirement will not only hurt this
struggling population even more but
local businesses as well,” said Jessica
Shappley, senior policy analyst with the
institute. ”SNAP is one of the fastest,
most effective ways to stimulate a struggling economy and provides economic
activity to our grocers and businesses.
The effects of the work requirements
will be harmful to these individuals and
our economy alike.”
“The unemployment rate is high and
jobs are scarce. This is a time when
people need food assistance the most,”
said Matt Williams, policy analyst
with the Mississippi Center for Justice,
who noted that in 78 of Mississippi’s
82 counties the unemployment rate is
higher now than it was in 2006. “We
really need to apply for this waiver. It
would extend benefits to the hardest hit
counties.”
Williams describes those at risk of
losing benefits as people who’ve fallen
on hard times. Some have lost their jobs
and residences; some are homeless and
veterans.
“It’s a struggle to create training slots
in the current system,” he said.
“That’s the problem with this work
requirement,” Shappley said. “The jobs
aren’t there.”

Sheriff
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and a local Boy Scouts troop were presented grant checks from Walmart’s
Community Giving Program for their
community service work.
“During the legislative session I
don’t do a lot of these events, but I
wanted to be here because it’s such a
great day in Byram,” Reeves said. The
lieutenant governor shared that though
he grew up in Florence, he had fond
memories of the Walmart site because
it’s near where the old Byram High
School – a place where he played
basketball as a child – used to be.
“Walmart will create tons of
jobs. The big winners in this capital
investment is you – the consumers,”
he said.
The store’s identification number is
6469, and so far about 300 people are
employed at the store. The 200,000
square-feet building contains a Subway restaurant, full pharmacy with a
drive-thru, hair salon, vision center,
auto center, and bank.
White said the store is going to generate a lot of sales tax, but he noted the
city will have to adjust to Walmart’s
presence.
“We’re going to all have to be patient for a few weeks, months, a year
or two until we get these roads off,”
White said. “This store is going to
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for the choir, works in seven
African countries such as,
Uganda,
Kenya,
Rwanda,
Sudan, Nigeria, Ghana and
South Africa.
MFL has educated more than
52,000 children and impacted
the lives of more than 100,000
people through its relief and
development programs such
as teacher training and HIV
awareness
courses
during
its history. MFL also feeds
children, offers Bible lessons
and mentoring. Through its
work in Africa, children who
may have gone days without
food rely on getting a meal from
MUL.

“It’s a life changing program,”
Moen said.
The
African
Children’s
Choir has performed before
presidents, heads of state and
most recently the Queen of
England, Queen Elizabeth II,
for her diamond jubilee. The
choir has also sung with artists
such as Paul McCartney, Annie
Lennox, Keith Urban, Mariah
Carey, Michael W. Smith, and
other inspirational performers.
During a performance “the
kids give 110 percent,” Moen
said. “They get out there and
have fun. You can feel the joy
radiating from them. It’s really
a unique concert.”

and were cooperative.
Mason said none of the windows in
the car would open and the dogs hit on
all four doors. The money was packed
in the doors. No drugs were found, but
the dogs also smelled drug residue,
which is being tested, he said.
The three men in the car are being detained and questioned, though no charges have yet been filed.
“We are cooperating with federal
agencies” on the case, said Mason, who
added “you don’t buy M&Ms with that
kind of money.” He said those detained
are suspected to be part of a larger
conspiracy. “Any time you have money
like this it is some kind of conspiracy.”
The men were in a rented car that
had departed from Florida and Mason
said the rental agreement indicated they
were headed to Las Vegas. He did not
release the names of those being detained or any information about them
because the case is being worked along
with other agencies, which he also declined to name.
Mason applauded the deputy who
made the initial stop for his observance
and the Canine and Interdiction teams
that worked the bust. “They are highly
trained out of state,” Mason said.

The sheriff said the bounty is being
heavily guarded and he didn’t get much
sleep Monday night after standing in
front of so much money. “I don’t believe
it. It’s hard to believe.”
He said deputies were surprised at the
amount of cash they got from the doors.
“They kept pulling out money and
pulling out money,” he said with amazement. He added that at 9:30 Monday
night deputies were still counting the
money.
The money will be deposited into a
bank temporarily. After procedures are
followed, it will be transferred into the
department’s general fund, Mason said.
The windfall will be used to fund
equipment, to buy better cars and body
cams, “to stay on top of things we need
to stay on top of,” he said. “The crooks
go farther than what we do so we have
to keep up with them.”
Mason said he hopes the seizure
shows county officials that the sheriff’s
department needs more manpower and
more equipment and that “I’m backing
my people.”
Stephanie R. Jones can be reached
at srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 4540372.
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Gillard to lead MHP
Public Safety Commissioner Albert Santa Cruz announced
Friday the promotion
of Lt. Col. Chris Gillard. Effective Feb. 1,
Gillard will take over
as director of the Mississippi Highway Patrol/Assistant Commissioner of Public
Safety and will hold
the rank of colonel.
Gillard has served
in many capacities
during his 23 years
at MHP. He has been
director of training,
executive officer to
the commissioner,
Homeland Security liaison officer, DPS training coordinator, team
leader for Patrol Schools, driving instructor, firearms instructor and
tactical communications instructor. He also worked in several specialty units, including Governor’s Security, Drug Trafficking Unit (Interdiction), Patrol Recruiter, Trooper Association Board Representative.
Additionally, he has received accolades for leading the district for the
most drug seizures and felony arrest, largest crystal meth seizure in
the state’s history, Outstanding Trooper of the Year Award, DUI 100
Club member and a countless number of accommodations for outstanding job performance.
Gillard is a native a Tupelo and a graduate of Tupelo High School.
He received a football scholarship and attended Alcorn State University. While at Alcorn he served as president of the Criminal Justice Club,
was a member of the Criminal Justice Club Debate Team, was on the
Dean’s List and also listed in Who’s Who among college students.
Gillard replaces Colonel Donnell Berry, who announced his retirement after 35 years with the Highway Patrol.
Gillard and his wife Karla reside in Madison, Miss. and they have
one child, Christyl Ward. Gillard and Karla attend Pinelake Church in
Brandon.

NEWS BRIEFS
JPS to host job fair for
prospective teachers
Jackson Public Schools will host a job fair for
prospective teachers from 9 a.m. to noon Feb. 6, at
Kirksey Middle School, 5677 Highland Drive.
The district is seeking candidates to fill various
positions including elementary teachers for grades
pre-K–5 and secondary teachers of English, math,
science, biology, social studies, special education,
French, and art for grades 7–12. Interested teacher
candidates are encouraged to apply online prior to the
event by clicking Employment then click the “Apply
Online” tab on the homepage of the JPS website —
www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
For more information, contact the Office of Human
Resources at (601) 960-8745.

Roll-Off Dumpster Day
set for Feb. 6
The city of Jackson is encouraging its citizens to
participate in Roll-Off Dumpster Day from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. Feb. 6, weather permitting.
Residents can take tree limbs, other yard debris,
and household items to one of the following locations:
- Smith Wills Stadium, 1200 block of Lakeland
Drive, east of softball field
- Gravel lot just east of 2550 Medgar Evers Blvd.,
old Pepsi building west of Jackson Medical Mall
- Raines Park, 5260 Clinton Blvd. and Flag Chapel
Road, located in the parking lot
- Tennis South Center, 1517 McDowell Road, located in the parking lot
Residents may bring all household furniture, small
appliances and accessories for disposal. However,
tires, chemicals and gas tanks are not accepted. Participants are required to place debris inside dumpster
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Sen. Derrick T. Simmons and brother, Greenville Mayor Errick D. Simmons, shared a professional moment at the Mississippi Capitol recently
during the mayor’s visit, along with councilmen, to seek legislative support for projects in their area. Standing (from left ) are Greenville Councilman
Al Brock, Vice Mayor and Councilwoman Lois Hawkins, Sen. Simmons, Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves, Mayor Simmons, Councilwoman Carolyn Weathers
and Councilman James Wilson.

Boyd leads senate prayer

Women for Progress of MS Lunch and Learn is
set for Feb. 2 at the Mississippi State Capitol, room
201H. Seating and networking begin at 11:30 a.m. The
program is from noon to 1 p.m.
Tiffany M. Graves, executive director of the
Mississippi Access to Justice Commission, will be the
guest speaker. The topic for the event is “How Civil
Legal Aid is Helping to Close the Gender Poverty
Gap.”
Immediately before joining the commission, Graves
was the executive director and general counsel of
the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers Project. She also
serves as the interim director of the Pro Bono Initiative
at the University of Mississippi School of Law.
Cost is $6, which includes lunch and beverage. RSVP
is required by emailing mail@womenforprogress.net
or calling (601) 405-4478. Only guests who RSVP will
be seated.
Pay at door or online at www.womenforprogress.
net.

USM entertainment
program seeks
musicians
The University of Southern Mississippi’s entertainment industry program is searching for inspired mu-
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State Hospital honors Coleman
Mississippi State Hospital
recently honored employees
with
January
anniversary
dates for their years of service.
Kevin Coleman of Pearl was
recognized for providing 20
years of service to the hospital.
Coleman, an Edwards native,
is a Mental Health technician
supervisor.
Service Awards are given to employees in the month
of their date of hire, beginning with one year and followed
by every fifth anniversary year. Employees receive a
certificate of appreciation and a service award pin. The
program is sponsored by Friends of Mississippi State
Hospital Inc.

Dr. Samuel H. Boyd Sr., pastor of Pearl Street AME Church in Jackson, (center) delivered an opening prayer to the state Senate on Jan. 15, at the invitation of Sen. Sollie
B. Norwood (left), who led the Pledge of Allegiance. Sen. David Blount (right) is standing
with them.

Women for Progress
Lunch and Learn is
Feb. 2
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Greenville mayor, council visit Capitol

provided at the locations.
City business and residents living outside the city
limits of Jackson are not eligible to participate. Proof of
residency may be required.
For more information about Roll-Off Dumpster Day
and other Solid Waste programs, contact the city of
Jackson at (601) 960-0000 or visit the website at http://
www.jacksonms.gov/.
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sicians to audition for the South City Records Artist
Development Project 2016. This project could lead to
the signing of one or more qualified artists with South
City Records.
Regional acts with a repertoire of original music in
any genre that would benefit from a complete production package should complete the online form at www.
usm.edu/MCJ by Jan. 29 or contact Jon Pluskota,
Southern Miss assistant professor and director of the
project by emailing him at jonathan.pluskota@usm.
edu.
Selected bands will receive a band package
including a music demo, live music video and
promotional materials. Bands will then compete for
the chance to be signed with South City Records and
receive a full album produced by Golden Eagle Sound
and Production.
Bands selected will work with students in the entertainment industry program at Southern Miss. This project offers bands with little to no promotional materials
the opportunity to gain the resources necessary to the
band’s promotion and success, and students will have
the opportunity to experience the process of signing
and promoting a band.
For more information on this artist development
project, visit www.usm.edu/MCJ and click on the Artist
Development Project link.

Mayor’s summer Youth
Employment Program
accepting applications
Applications for Jackson Mayor’s Summer Youth
Employment Program will be accepted until March 1,
at the Family and Youth Division Office at Metrocenter
Mall.
Applications have been placed at all high schools in
the Jackson Public Schools district. Applicants for the
Youth Program must be between 16 and 24 years of
age to apply.
The Mayor’s Summer Youth Employment Program

Subscribe TODAY

will host a Youth Employment Exp March 10 at Center
Court of Metrocenter Mall. The city is accepting
business vendors who are interested in participating
in the Youth Employment Expo.
Students who are selected for the program receive
work assignments in city departments and nonprofits.
Other students are referred to private businesses as
prospective summer hires.
For more information, contact the Department of Human and Cultural Services’ Family and Youth Division
at (601) 960-0326. Applications will also be available on
the city of Jackson website, www.jacksonms.gov.

JPD accepting apps
for Citizens’ Police
Academy
The Jackson Police Department’s next Citizens’
Police Academy is scheduled for March 14.
The mission of the Citizens’ Police Academy is
to educate and inform the community, to provide
a forum for police and community interaction, to
identify community problems, needs and concerns;
and to foster a partnership with the community and
the department in working toward creating a safer
community.
In each session, a qualified instructor will explain
how each division of the Jackson Police Department
operates. The weeklong event includes a tour of the
Public Safety Communications Center, an overview
of the Community Relations/Crisis Intervention Unit, a
S.W.A.T and Bomb Squad exhibition and Driving and
Firearms Simulator training.
This Academy is conducted from 6-8 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and Saturday from 9-11:30 a.m. at the
Police Firing Range for the SWAT /Bomb presentation
and firearm instruction.
For information and registration, call the Office
of Community Relations at (601) 960-1389 or email
Renee Walker at rwalker@jacksonms.gov.
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BCBS of Mississippi to support
Social Business Challenge
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Blue Cross & Blue Shield
of Mississippi will join with
students
from
Mississippi
public universities to tackle one
of Mississippi’s most pressing
problems: Obesity and related
health issues.
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Mississippi will serve as the title
sponsor for the Blue Cross &
Blue Shield of Mississippi Social
Business Challenge, giving
students from Mississippi public
universities the opportunity to
showcase their ideas, creativity
and ingenuity as they present
ideas for businesses focused
on reducing obesity and related
health issues rather than making
a profit.
“We greatly appreciate the
support of Blue Cross & Blue
Shield of Mississippi,” said Dr.
Glenn Boyce, commissioner
of Higher Education. “Their
generous contribution will
provide the first, second and
third place teams with funds
to help turn ideas into actual
businesses that will help reduce

the prevalence of obesity in our
state.”
Open to any public university
student, the challenge requires
students to work in teams
of three to six with at least
one faculty adviser. Eleven
teams,
representing
each
public
university,
Alcorn
State
University’s
School
of
Agriculture,
Research,
Extension and Applied Sciences,
Mississippi State University’s
Division of Agriculture, Forestry
and Veterinary Medicine and
the University of Mississippi
Medical Center, will compete.
“Blue Cross & Blue Shield
of Mississippi is committed
to supporting efforts aimed at
building a healthy Mississippi,”
said Sheila Grogan, vice
president, Community and
Public Relations for Blue Cross
& Blue Shield of Mississippi.
“The students at our state’s
colleges and universities are
the future of our state, and
it’s important we enlist their
talents and ideas in creating a
healthy future not only for their

generation, but those who will
follow.”
The teams may enlist the
assistance of professionals or
alumni that have expertise in the
topic or in building a business
plan. Each team has developed
a business plan, which will be
presented to the judges in a
brief oral presentation at the
Institutions of Higher Learning
Board Room, 3825 Ridgewood
Road, Jackson, at 9 a.m. Feb. 10.
Now in its second year,
the challenge asks each team
to outline how the proposed
business will help reach one
of the nine goals identified by
Blueprint Mississippi.
The goals include increase
the educational achievement of
Mississippians, cultivate a more
robust workforce in Mississippi,
strengthen
and
expand
Mississippi’s economy, promote
health care as an economic
driver, support Mississippi’s
creative economy, continually
develop the infrastructure for a
competitive economy, increase
availability of financial capital,

cultivate diversity, community
cooperation
and
racial
reconciliation; and improve
communication and coordination
among public, private and nonprofit leaders.
In addition to encouraging
students to develop ideas for
Mississippi’s most pressing
problems, the challenge also aims
to support learning important
lessons
about
planning,
teamwork and presenting ideas.
“By working in teams
representing a cross-section of
the campus and the programs
offered at the universities,
students learn how to set
and achieve goals, how to
work as a team to achieve a
common goal and how to use
their skills and talents to help
others,” said Boyce. “These
skills will translate well as
students graduate and enter the
professional world as the next
generation of innovators and
entrepreneurs.”
More information is posted
online: http://www.mississippi.
edu/msbc/.

National Wear Red Day is Feb. 5
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The
American
Heart
Association is urging Metro
Jackson citizens and businesses
to support Go Red for Women
by participating in National
Wear Red Day on Feb. 5.
Why Go Red? Heart disease
and stroke cause one in three
deaths among women each
year, killing approximately
one woman every 80 seconds.
Fortunately, those statistics can
change because 80 percent of
cardiac and stroke events may
be prevented with education and
action.
By wearing red, citizens
increase awareness. Going
Red, combined with speaking
up about heart disease and
empowering women to reduce

their risk for cardiovascular
disease, can help save thousands
of lives.
We want to encourage women
to make their heart health a
priority. Ask someone you love
to schedule a well-woman visit,
a prevention check-up to review
a woman’s overall health so
her doctor can measure blood
pressure, check cholesterol and
look for signs of heart disease,
stroke and other illnesses.
Since the first National Wear
Red Day over a decade ago,
we’ve made tremendous strides
in the fight against heart disease
and stroke in women. Women
who are involved with the Go
Red for Women movement live
healthier lives.
• Nearly 90 percent of women

have made at least one
healthy behavior change.
• More than one-third of
women have lost weight.
• More than 50 percent of
women have increased their
exercise.
• Six out of 10 women have
changed their diets.
• More than 40 percent of
women have checked their
cholesterol levels.
• One-third of women have
talked with their doctors
about developing heart
health plans.
The acronyms for the GO
RED campaign mean the
following:
Get your numbers: Ask
your doctor to check your
blood pressure, cholesterol and

Miss Mississippi Junior Teen
honored by Senate

Alanis Takira Johnson, National American Miss Mississippi Junior Teen, a student at Germantown High
School in Madison, was honored Jan. 21, with the presentation of Senate Concurrent Resolution 529, by Sen.
Barbara Blackmon (at right). Johnson, who maintains a 4.0 grade average, has received the prestigious Science Bowl Award, enjoys math and science and plans to attend Harvard University to pursue a career as a
neurosurgeon. She addressed the Senate, while her mother Latonia Johnson, (left), and Blackmon looked on.
Her father, Cornelius Johnson, was also present for the honor.

glucose.
Own your lifestyle: Stop
smoking, lose weight, be
physically active and eat healthy.
Raise your voice: Advocate
for
more
women-related
research and education.
Educate your family: Make
healthy food choices for you and
your family. Teach your kids the
importance of staying active.
Donate: Show your support
with a donation of time or money.
More than 285 women’s lives
have been saved each day since
Go Red for Women began in
2004.
For more information, visit
www.goredforwomen.org or call
the Metro Jackson American
Heart Association at (601) 3211200.
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Honoring the Life of
Lois Faye Butler
Septermber 11, 1983 - January 16, 2016
Lois Faye Butler was born
September 11, 1938 to Aaron
and Hermene Wadlington in
Carrollton, Miss. She made her
transition to her eternal home
January 16, 2016 at St. Dominic’s
Hospital in Jackson, Miss.
Lois surrendered her life to
God during her teen years and
attended Parker Chapel AME
Church in Choctaw, Miss. She
later attended worship services
at Unity Baptist Church in
Chicago under the leadership of
Pastor Elijah J. Jones. In 2000,
Lois united in worship with the
family of An Open Door Church
in Hammond, Ind., under the
leadership of Apostle Meredith
D. Shackelford. While there she
served as a greeter. She remained
at An Open Door Church until
relocating to Canton, Miss.
After her arrival in Canton,
she joined Crossroads Church of
God and continued her ministry
work as a greeter and church
mother. Lois started the Greeters
Ministry at Crossroads and was
a consistent servant in the life
of the church. Her love for the
Lord was seen in all she did;
she humbly submitted to a life
of giving and working in God’s
ministry.
Lois spent her formative
years in Carrollton until her
family moved to Shaw, Miss. in
1951. She completed her formal
education in Shaw graduating
from McEvans High School in
1959.
After graduation, Lois moved
to Chicago where she met and
married the love of her life,
Willie Butler also known as
Armad Rashad. God blessed
their union with four children.
Lois began her employment
career with Western Electric
Company and worked there
for many years. She and her
husband’s desire to become
entrepreneurs afforded them the
opportunity to open successful
grocery stores; the first was A

Butler
R Food & Liquors located in
the South Shore community
of Chicago. The second store
was the Mississippi Food Store
located in the Auburn community
of Chicago. Lois was dedicated
to the family businesses and
worked by her husband’s side
until they retired and relocated to
Canton in 2005.
Lois leaves great memories
to be cherished by her loving
husband, Armad Rashad of
Canton, Miss.; One son, Zachary
(Constance)
Wadlington
of Tuscaloosa, Ala.; three
daughters, Angela (Darnell)
Lewis of Tucson, Az., Karen
(Carlos) Moore of Lynwood,
Ill. and Jennifer Butler of Sauk
Village, Ill.; Six grandchildren,
Brianna Wadlington, Gillian
Wadlington, Terrence Hill, Justin
Washington, Joseph Lewis and
Jeremy Lewis; Five brothers,
William (Thelma) Wadlington,
Charles Wadlington, Gene
(Augusta) Wadlington, Aaron
(Joyce) Wadlington Jr., and Lee
Chester (Rosie) Wadlington;
Four sisters, Marva Howard, Eva
Williams, Emma (Tobe) Jackson,
and Margarette Wadlington. She
also leaves a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins and friends
who will miss her dearly.
Lois was preceded in death
by her parents, two brothers,
Alvin Wadlington and Oliver
Wadlington and two sisters
Lucille Kyles and Laura Kelly
Brooks.

Entergy Mississippi, Inc. sponsors
free tax prep, Super Tax Days
The Mississippi Link Newswire
On Super Tax Day, Feb. 6,
in Jackson at local Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance sites,
Entergy Mississippi will sponsor
free tax preparation for working
families. Volunteers certified by
the Internal Revenue Service will
help local residents determine
if they qualify for the federal
Earned Income Tax Credit
program and other refunds and
credits.
EITC benefits families or individuals earning up to nearly
$54,000 in 2015. Based on income and the number of children
in the household, benefits can
amount up to $6,200. The IRS
reports that 20 percent of EITC
funds are unclaimed each year
simply because people don’t
know they are available.
Entergy’s support to Super
Tax Days and VITA in the
four states its utilities serve –
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi

and Texas – has resulted in
approximately 74,000 customers
receiving $126 million through
the EITC program since 2011.
In Mississippi more than 10,200
residents have received nearly
$22.9 million since Entergy
Mississippi
launched
the
program by partnering with local
advocates.
EITC is one of the nation’s
most effective anti-poverty
programs, lifting an estimated
nine million people out of
poverty in 2013, including five
million children. New research
suggests that income from tax
credits benefits children over
their lifetimes.
The EITC is now linked with
more prenatal care, less maternal
stress and better infant health, as
well as improved test scores and
higher high-school graduation
and college attendance rates.
Entergy’s Super Tax Day initiative has resulted in an esti-

mated $189 million in economic
benefits to the communities
served by Entergy, based on an
economic multiplier of 1.5 determined by the Brookings Institution. This impact has earned the
company recognition by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Foundation for the nation’s best economic empowerment program.
“It’s clear from the numbers
and the research that helping our
customers apply for and receive
these available tax credits makes
a significant economic impact,
both for the customer and the
local community,” said Robbin
Jeter, Entergy Mississippi vice
president of customer service.
“Entergy’s Super Tax Day events
are one of the many ways we
power life in our communities.”
Residents can also file using
the website MyFreeTaxes.com.
Learn more about Entergy’s
support to Super Tax Days at
entergy.com/eitc.
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Blackburn Middle teacher
Meridian teacher
nominated for national award surprised with $25,000
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Kristopher McDill, sixth
grade history teacher at
Blackburn Laboratory Middle
School, has been nominated
for the 2015-2016 national
LifeChanger of the Year award.
Sponsored by the National
Life Group Foundation, the
LifeChanger of the Year program
recognizes and rewards the very
best K-12 public and private
school educators and employees
across the United States who are
making a difference in the lives
of students by exemplifying
excellence, positive influence
and leadership.
“The LifeChanger of the
Year is an annual program that
recognizes and rewards K-12
educators around the country,”
said Blackburn principal Dr.
Valerie Bradley. “Mr. McDill
certainly fits the qualities of
a LifeChanger, because he
serves as a mentor, role model
and positive influence for our
students. We are grateful to have
him on staff at Blackburn.”
McDill is a dedicated history
teacher and coaches the middle
school football team. He has

McDill
studied abroad in China and
has collected many artifacts
that he shares with his students
to actively engage them in the
learning process. During one
particular lesson, he dressed up
in Chinese attire that was made
of silk, and related it to a science
lesson on the silkworm.
By sharing his experiences in
the classroom, teaching young
men to dress appropriately,
groom their hair, and take pride
in themselves, and teaching
them the value of teamwork on
the field, McDill is changing

lives.
“Many of the young men look
up to McDill and always seek
his advice when needed,” said
Latosha Bennett, his colleague
at Blackburn Middle School
who nominated him for the
honor.
Each school year, the
LifeChanger of the Year
program receives hundreds
of nominations. For 20152016, a total of 16 winners
will be chosen by the selection
committee to receive cash
awards that are split between
the individual winner and their
school. The national Grand
Prize award is $10,000. The
top five winners will also be
honored at a national awards
ceremony.
Winners will be announced
in spring 2016, so show your
support for Blackburn teacher
Kris McDill’s nomination while
you can. To support McDill and
increase his chance of winning
the $10,000 National Grand
Prize, visit his profile on the
LifeChanger of the Year website
and leave a comment about how
McDill has changed your life.

JPS establishes district-wide P-16 Council
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Public School
District established a Districtwide Pre-Kindergarten through
College (P-16) Council on Jan.
14, at Murrah High School. The
purpose of the P-16 Council is
to engage and empower members of education, parent-teacher, civic, business, faith-based,
and nonprofit community organizations to make policy recommendations for the purpose
of providing every JPS scholar
with a quality pre-K through
post-secondary educational experience.
Members of the P-16 Council are represented by the following groups:
• Parent Teacher Association
and Parent Teacher Student
Association members
• Student Council members
• Community leaders from
government, business, and
faith-based organizations
• Community members who
live in areas served by Jackson Public Schools
• Employees of Jackson Public Schools
At the meeting, the P-16
Council selected Sherman
Nunn as president, Jason Clark

P-16 Council officers are (from left) Sherman Nunn, President; Erin
Mauffray, Secretary; and Jason Clark, Vice President.
as vice president, and Erin
Mauffray as secretary.
The remaining members of
Jackson Public Schools’ first
P-16 Council and the groups
they represent are:
• Kristen Fowler, Ward 1
• Chantil Brown, Ward 2
• Rosie Davis, Ward 3
• Arlonda Leggett, Ward 4
• Jacqueline Phillips, Ward 5
• Christiane Williams, Ward 6
• Tonja Murphy, Ward 7
• Von Gordon, Community
Leader
• Prisca Evelyn Greenwood,
Community Leader
• Alexandria Powell, Community Leader
• Susan Womack, Community
Leader
• Allyson Brown, Student

Barnes wins at JPS’
Scrabble Tournament
Trinity Barnes, 9, a fourth-grader at Baker Elementary School
shows off the third-place trophy she won at the Jackson Public
Schools Annual Open Doors Scrabble Tournament held Jan. 22,
at Jackson State University Mississippi e-Center. Approximately
100 students in the JPS Gifted Education Program competed. Trinity is the daughter of Twanda Smith and Antonio Barnes and the
granddaughter of Rita Brown. According to a release from JPS,
although Scrabble is a board game, it acts as a instructional tool
in the district’s Open Doors gifted classrooms. Scrabble fosters
student learning by helping students to learn new words and definitions, to improve their memory and to enhance their language and
thinking skills.

Council
• Jordan Jefferson, Student
Council
• Joshua Mannery, Student
Council
• Mary Sampson, Student
Council
• Regina Hutchins, JPS Employee
• Migale Jones, JPS Employee
• Genetra Robinson, JPS
Employee
• Michelle Henry, PTA/PTSA
• Katyna Montgomery, PTA/
PTSA
• Patricia Woods, PTA/PTSA
• Molly Bashay, Community
Organization
• Debra Burson, Ph.D., Community Organization
• Amber May, Community
Organization

Milken Educator Award

Math teacher Rhonda Burrage wipes away tears as she sees the oversized check with her name on it, held
by veteran Milken Educators Kathy Brookshire (MS ‘98, left) and Dr. Jacquelyn Sampsell (MS ‘99). As the
recipient of Mississippi’s 2015-16 Milken Educator Award, Burrage receives an unrestricted cash prize of
$25,000. Past Award winners have used the prize to fund graduate study, set up scholarships and enrich
their classrooms.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
When
Magnolia
Middle
School math teacher Rhonda
Burrage walked into a schoolwide
assembly the morning of Jan. 20,
she had no idea she would be
walking out as a Milken Educator
and $25,000 richer. Burrage was
given the surprise of her life in
front of her principal, colleagues,
students, staff and distinguished
community members, when she
received the prestigious Milken
Educator Award and a $25,000
check.
She was presented with the
distinct navy blue envelope by Dr.
Jane Foley, senior vice president
of the Milken Educator Awards
and an award recipient herself,
and Dr. Carey Wright, state
superintendent of education.
Burrage is the state’s 70th
Milken Award winner. She is
the only Mississippi recipient
in 2015-16 and one of up to 40
recipients across the country this
school year.
“Middle school math can be
a challenging subject both to
teach and learn, but Rhonda is
an exceptional instructor and
students are known to thrive in
her classroom,” Foley said. “Her
students are engaged through her
innovative teaching strategies and
use of technology. I’m confident
she will continue growing as an
exemplary Milken educator and
lead in the field of education for
many years to come.”
Wright
said
Burrage’s
commitment to excellence and
dedication to her students is worthy
of recognition. “She represents the
best and brightest educators in our
state, and I congratulate her on
this outstanding achievement.”
As the math department chair,
Burrage has the reputation of
being able to reach even the
toughest students and get them
to succeed in a school that has
some significant challenges.

Did she really just call my name? Math teacher Rhonda Burrage sits
stunned and the assembly erupts in applause when Dr. Jane Foley, senior vice president of the Milken Educator Awards, names Burrage the
winner of Mississippi’s 2015-16 Milken Educator Award and $25,000
This outstanding teacher has not
missed a day of teaching in four
years.
During her computer-based 8th
grade algebra classes, Burrage
regularly immerses her kids in
educational websites, and brings
them together into small groups
or one-on-one clusters so that they
can better grasp concepts. Former
students often place in advanced
math classes upon reaching the
high school level and three even
participated in a community
college math competition, for
which they finished second place.
Overall, Burrage’s algebra
students received an A rating on
the state test in 2013-2014 and
she leads the district for Algebra
I scores. According to state test
score results, 78 percent of her
students were deemed proficient
versus 63 percent of students
statewide.
Burrage fills various leadership
roles at the school and the district.
She’s a teacher mentor for firstyear teachers, is on the school
leadership team, and chairs the
BETA club, where she coordinates
community service projects. She
spends her “free” time tutoring
students enrolled in the city and

county schools.
She lives as if her motto is
“Whatever I know, I’ll share it
with you.”
In her district, she has also
developed lesson plans, modeled
instructional implementations for
other teachers, and has also taught
school and district colleagues
how to use Chromebook. Burrage
provides regular input regarding
disciplinary policies for the
Meridian Public School District
and sits on the superintendent’s
council.
Above all, what inspires Burrage
to do more is her dedication
to her students, whose lives
she positively molds. She is an
exceptional educator who exudes
passion, love and dedication
to educating students. Student
behavior has improved because of
the standards and expectations she
has set and requires.
She received both a Bachelor
of Science in math education in
2003 and a master’s degree in
secondary math in 2010 from
Mississippi State University.
For more information about
the Milken Educator Awards, visit
www.MilkenEducatorAwards.org
or call MFF at (310) 570-4772.
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2 JSU Sonic Boom members to teach marching
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Two senior music education
majors from Jackson State University’s Department of Music
are visiting Bluefields Indian
University in Nicaragua, teaching musical pedagogy and
marching techniques.
JSU students Steven Holman,
a native of Chicago, and Walter
Hinton Jr., a native of Tuscaloosa, Ala., are on a two-week excursion to Bluefield University,
the largest state university in that
Central American nation.
The students were chosen
because of their majors and excellence in marching band techniques for the internationally
acclaimed Sonic Boom, said Dr.
David O. Akombo, JSU’s interim music department chair. He
said the partnership is important
because of Nicaragua’s desire to
develop a band for its public and
sporting events.
“The JSU-BICU (Bluefield Indian and Caribbean University)
Music project is not only a window into the world for our music
students but also an integral part

Standing in the foreground, JSU Sonic Boom seniors Steven Holman, left, and Walter Hinton Jr. – flanked
by other band members – are on a two-week trip to Nicaragua to share musical skills with their peers in
Central America.
of internationalizing our music
education curriculum. Our students provide Nicaragua a muchneeded music education and they
will, in turn, learn about another
culture while helping to enrich
their own global worldview.”
The two-year partnership

came to fruition after Akombo
was approached by the assistant
director of the Nicaraguan program, New Orleans-raised jazz
saxophonist eZra Brown, who
had performed in 2013 at the
Mississippi Museum of Art for
his CD release party under the

auspices of WJSU-FM.
After the initial contact about
the possible project, Akombo
then approached the College of
Liberal Arts dean and provost at
JSU. The university eventually
signed a contract with Bluefields
University. Akombo said the trip

Holman, left, and Hinton were selected for the prestigious honor because of their stellar talents.
is being underwritten by the U.S.
Embassy in Nicaragua.
Akombo added that JSU is the
only institution from the United

States participating in this project. He said JSU aims to send another two students in the summer
and in the fall.

Fletcher II chosen as West thrives as online news
2016 Nike Internship editor, writer for magazine
Program finalist
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University junior and
recreation major Robert Fletcher II
may get an opportunity to work for
one of the world’s most popular shoe
companies.
Robert, a Chicago native who
plays baseball for Alcorn, has been
selected to be a 2016 Nike Internship
Program finalist. He will participate
in two rounds of interviews that will
determine if he will be selected. Candidates for the internship will be selected in March.
Nike’s Undergraduate intern will
work with teams on the execution
of plans for assigned categories, including brand initiatives, advertising,
digital, public relations, experiential
marketing, consumer insights, and
brand planning or retail marketing in
order to gain a broad knowledge of
brand management. Interns will also
assist in the execution of functional
brand management plans in key markets to drive consumer connection
with Nike and key Nike products.
Robert is humbled by his nomination and is hoping for the best.
“I am truly blessed and honored to
be a finalist for the 2016 Nike Internship Program,” said Robert. “I feel
that working for Nike is a great stepping stone and great for my resume.”
Robert got a glimpse of how Nike
operates while attending high school
at Simeon Career Academy in Chica-

Fletcher
go. He remembers how Nike would
host different events at the school
and provide them with some of their
products. If selected for the internship, Robert said that he would set
his sights on pursuing a full time position at Nike after he graduates from
Alcorn.
“If I happen to get the internship,
be successful and become a Nike employee, that would be a dream come
true. I played high school basketball
for a school that is one of Nike’s
biggest high school sponsors. Nike
would come to my school and hold
events where they passed out giveaways. They would also come to our
basketball practice and let us try out
all the new gear before it even hit the
stores. I would love for the internship to become a full time job after I
graduate so that I can host events like
those at my high school.”

The Mississippi Link Newswire
As a child, Fairfield,
Texas native Xhevrije West
developed a fondness for
literature. After reading a
number of books, she began
creating her own stories
that spawned her new love
of writing. Because of her
mother’s encouragement and
a growing obsession with her
craft, she knew that she was
destined to be a writer.
“I would read books over
and over, memorize the story
lines and imagine that I was
a character in the books,”
said West. “I began to write
my own stories and present
them to my mother. She was
amazed and always told me
I had a gift. This obsession
with literature only grew as I
got older. Writing became my
strength in school and I just
ran with it. I knew this was
what I wanted to do.”
After
earning
a
bachelor’s degree in mass
communications
from
Alcorn State University in
2013 and a master’s degree
in magazine, newspaper
and online journalism from
Syracuse University in 2014,
West turned her passion into
a career. She is the online
news editor of TheMReport.
com in Dallas, Texas. She

West
also contributes to The
MReport magazine every
month.The MReport is a
mortgage banking publication
that covers all aspects of the
mortgage industry.
Working for The MReport
has been an amazing
experience for West. During
her time there, she has
discovered her ability to write
about any topic that is thrown
at her. Every day, the thrilling
atmosphere blows her away at
her job.
“I absolutely love working
here. The shocking part about
it is, I never saw the excitement
coming. I feel like I am still in
the discovery process of my
life and working here really

proved to me that I can write
about literally anything. Even
though the job includes hard
work, countless hours of my
time, and a ton of stress, we
have lots of fun here. The job
is not hectic all the time. I have
the best team of professionals
around me and I could not
have asked for a better start to
my career.”
West shows pride in the
schools where she received
her education, but for her, no
school can compare to Alcorn.
The time she spent on Alcorn’s
campus helped prepare her
for the path that she currently
follows. She’s grateful for the
opportunities she was given at
the university.
“I always speak so highly of
Alcorn when people ask about
my educational background.
People sometimes don’t
understand it because they
expect me to be boastful of
my time at Syracuse. While I
am proud of where I got my
graduate degree, Alcorn is
just a place that sticks with
you. The time I spent there is
invaluable to me. It’s where
my life began, where I met
my best friends, and where I
learned how to be everything
I am today.”
West also acknowledged
the backbone of her support

system
while
attending
Alcorn.
She
expressed
how one professor in
the Department of Mass
Communications
helped
guide her through her college
journey.
“I also had an incredible
professor that was my guiding
light throughout college.
Mr. Larry Sanders stuck by
me like I was his own. He
was there through all of my
stumbles and successes. He
was a support system like no
other. He will forever be a part
of my credit list if people ask
how I got to where I am now.”
West gives impeccable
advice to those who aspire
to break into a professional
career in journalism.
“Take every opportunity
you can. Aside from His
grace, I think this is what has
elevated me in my writing
career. Be flexible, open and
available. There is no such
thing as too much experience.
Your versatility is your best
attribute when pursuing these
types of jobs. We all fail
sometimes, but remember to
stay motivated. Know your
craft, be confident and don’t
let anyone discourage you
because there is no greater
feeling than being able to do
what you love.”

WHEMN conference to focus
on preparing women for
leadership in higher education
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Themed
Achieving
Leadership
Success Through Social Networking,
the conference will be Feb. 18-19 in
the downtown Jackson Convention
Complex. The event is hosted by Jackson
State University.
“We encourage women who are
interested in pursuing leadership
positions in higher education to attend
the conference. It is a great opportunity
to network with other women leaders
and to learn how to achieve leadership
success through building a strong social
network,” says Dr. Loretta A. Moore,
vice president for Research and Federal
Relations at JSU and coordinator for the
2016-2017 WHEMN.

Conference topics include the
following: Analyzing Your Social
Network
–
Building
Effective
Collaborations
and
Partnerships;
Enhancing the Strength of Your
Communications; Balancing Social and
Family Structures; Social Media and
Social Networking Services – Ladies You
Must Protect Yourself; Women’s Roles
and Responsibilities in Social Equity and
Social Justice; and Increasing Your Social
Capital Through Entrepreneurship,
Innovation and Philanthropy.
WHEMN is part of the American
Council on Education Women’s
Network, which was established
in 1977 as a state-based system of
interlocking networks supported by

campus presidents and designed to
identify and support women’s leadership
development in each state. Founded in
1918, ACE represents the interests of
more than 1,600 campus executives as
well as 200 leaders of higher educationrelated associations and organizations.
Together, ACE member institutions
serve 80 percent of today’s college
students. In its role as the major
coordinating body for all the nation’s
higher education institutions, ACE
provides leadership on key higher
education issues and influences public
policy through advocacy, research and
program initiatives.
Registration fee for the conference is
$95.

Jackson State University’s conference on Women in Higher Education – Mississippi will
be Feb. 18-19 in the downtown Jackson Convention Complex. It will include sessions on
enhancing communications, balancing family structures and social networking
For more information about the
conference or to register, visit www.jsums.
edu/WHEMN or contact the WHEMN

statewide coordinator, Loretta A. Moore,
at 601-979-2931 or loretta.a.moore@
jsums.edu.
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Learning to Love God

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
“Learning to
Love God” is
a journey that
never
ends.
This week we
will move into
our next point.
Since God helps us, hears our
prayers, and gives us rest, then
it is only right that we try to do
something for God.
Let’s take a look at some of
the things we should do as we
exclaim, “Because I love God,
I will:
1. Walk with God. Psalm
116:9 reads: What shall I give
for all that God has done for
me? “I walk before the Lord in
the land of the living.”
The Hebrew word for walk is
halak (hah-lak’) which means
continually, to enter, to follow,
to exercise one’s self. The Hebrew word for before is paniym
(pah-neem’) which means the
face. In other words, walking
before God is to continually enter the face of God or the presence of God. To stay in God’s
face.
People will get tired of you if
you come around too often, but
not God. It pleases Him greatly
when people love Him and always want to be with Him and
talk to Him. If you spend too
much time doing other things
and neglect God, He gets real
jealous. In fact, God is so jealous, one of His names is jealous: Exodus 34:14, “For thou
shalt worship no other god: for
the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”
One writer said, “…a man’s
walk is his way of life…”
Obviously, staying in the face
of God affects one’s life. The
presence of God has an effect
on people. Acts 4:13, “Now
when they saw that Peter and
John were without fear, though
they were men of no education
or learning, they were greatly
surprised; and they took note
of them that they had been with
Jesus.”
I like this because walking
with Jesus gave Peter and John
confidence although they were
uneducated men. Walking
with God consistently is very

beneficial. Earlier, I asked, what
can we give for all that God
has done for us? And we said
we can walk with God more
consistently, but here we find
that God gives us yet another
blessing for walking with Him.
When we walk with Him just
to show Him how much we
appreciate Him, He turns right
around and blesses us. Keep in
mind, when you love God with
all of your heart, you want to
walk with Him even if He did
not bless you as you thought
because it is a blessing just to
be in His presence.
2. Trust God in spite of my
troubles. Psalm 116:10 reads:
“I believed, therefore I said, I
was greatly afflicted.” The BBE
reads: “I still had faith, though I
said, I am in great trouble”
He expressed faith in God
even in affliction. Can you do
this? You can’t express that
which you do not have especially in hard times. 2 Corinthians 4:13 says, “But having the
same spirit of faith, as it is said
in the Writings, the words of
my mouth came from the faith
in my heart; in the same way,
our words are the outcome of
our faith.”
Trouble and affliction do not
silence my witness, but rather
affliction provokes my faith.
Hard times only set my faith in
action. The threats of Goliath,
the giant, silenced the army
of Israel because they didn’t
have faith, but David had faith
and when he heard and saw
the giant it only made David’s
faith kick in and David started
talking about God.
What can I give God for all He
has done for me? The psalmist
said I can trust Him even when
I am afflicted. He was able to
express his faith amidst trouble
because he remembered what
God had already done for him.
3. Constantly acknowledge
God’s deliverance. Psalm 116:2,
“Because He has inclined His
ear to me, therefore I will call
upon Him as long as I live.”
The Hebrew word for call is
qara’ meaning to call out to, to
proclaim or to make famous.
So, the psalmist said God has
answered my prayers. That’s
why I love Him and will make

His name famous. I will scream
His name as long as I live.
Psalm 116:13 reads, “I will
take the cup of salvation, and
call on the name of the Lord.”
The cup would be lifted before
the people for all to see that one
was grateful. In other words,
when God delivers you, you
ought to be a witness for Him
and let people know. This is
why this psalm ends the way it
did: Psalm 116:19 says, “In the
courts of the Lord’s house, in
the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!
He said, I will praise God
in His house (the temple) and
I will praise Him in the city
(Jerusalem), because God has
delivered me. This implies
public worship.
In Matthew 26:39, Jesus said,
“…if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me.” The Greek word
for cup is poterion (pot-ay’-reeon) which figuratively speaking
means “a lot” or “fate.” Jesus
asked God to let His fate or
His destiny be taken away from
Him. His destiny was the cross
of suffering. So, Jesus said take
this cup of suffering from Me.
During the last supper between Christ and His disciples,
Jesus used a cup: Matthew
26:27 reads: “And He took the
cup and gave thanks…” This
cup represented suffering as
well (His shed blood). Back in
Psalm 116:13, the phrase cup of
my salvation, the Hebrew word
for salvation means not only
means deliverance, but it also
means Victory!
So, when Jesus raised up
the cup and gave thanks, He
was pronouncing the victory
that was already set by God.
In Psalm 116:13, the psalmist
lifted the cup to thank and celebrate God for what God had
already done, but when Jesus
lifted the cup at the last supper, He was thanking God for
the victory that was going to be
won, He thanked God for what
was about the be done.
One who is in love with God
desires to value highly every
mercy God shows to him, and
with all of his might, he gives
God his best/sincere praise.
The Psalmist professed that
he would keep his promise

D

because of what God had done
for him.
Psalm 116:14, 18 reads: “I
will pay my vows to God in the
presence of all His people…I
will pay my vows to God,
yes, in the presence of all His
people.”
As you can see, the psalmist
repeated the phrase I will pay
my vows. He did so to encourage himself so that he would do
what he said he would do. One
scholar said, this verse means,
“I will thank God for His benefits, for that is a fair payment
to God, to confess that we owe
everything to God.” Whatever
you do for God, you owe it anyway. You owe that and some.
When you praise God, you owe
Him that and more.
And when you praise God,
you need to do it in the presence
of the people. Notice again,
Psalm 116:14 says, “I will pay
my vows to God in the presence
of all His people.” Be a witness
and let people know that God
has been good to you. One
writer said wicked people are
bold in their sins and Christians
need to be bold in their praise
to God.
When you are not ashamed to
boast about Jesus before people
then He will not be ashamed
to boast about you before His
Father: Matthew 10:32 reads:
“Everyone, therefore, who
confesses me before men, him
I will also confess before my
Father, who is in heaven.”
Rev. Leon Collier is the
pastor of Makarios Worship
Center, 464 Church Rd.,
Madison.
Residents
of
Madison, he and wife, Minister
Yolanda; are the proud parents
of three daughters. He received
degrees from Criswell College
in Dallas; Southern Methodist
University - Perkins School
of Theology; and a Masters
of Divinity from Memphis
Theological
Seminary.
A
pastor for 23 years, Collier
serves as a volunteer chaplain
for various law enforcement
agencies in the metro area and
for the Mississippi Governor’s
Mansion. He may be reached by
calling (601) 260-3016, (601)
855.7898 or e-mail karab5@
live.com.

Campbells celebrate, promote marriage restoration

By Rebecca Johnson
EEW Magazine

The joy of restoration is what two Christian reality
stars are publicly promoting after nearly suffering a
public marriage collapse.
After a very public marital meltdown caused by infidelity, WE tv reality stars Tina and Teddy Campbell
continue sharing their restoration with the world.
“I love how God uses my husband’s testimony
to bless men who want to be better men,” wrote the
41-year-old wife on Instagram, where she posted
snippets from Teddy’s testimony shared at an Atlanta
church.
“I thought I was gonna lose everything – you know
my wife, my kids and just everything,” her 40-yearold drummer husband, whose multiple affairs became
public in 2013, told congregants at Tabernacle of
Praise, shepherded by his friend T.J. McBride.
“So I felt like, well, I tried it my way and I didn’t do
that right. So let me actually really try God this time,”
continued Teddy, former four-year percussionist for
The Tonight Show with Jay Leno.
One day, while privately confessing his adulterous
ways, according to Teddy, his pastor “challenged” him
by saying the unfaithful spouse’s actions indicated
that he was a believer in Christ, but not a follower.
“Followers imitate who they’re following,” Teddy
quoted the convicting words, which he compared to a
smack in the face.
The jolting revelation proved helpful for Teddy, who
has since launched a men’s Bible study, recommitted
his life to Christ and renewed his vows to Tina.
Now the newly devoted husband is publicizing his Tina Campbell and Teddy Campbell attend 2016 BMI Trailblazers of Gospel Music
mission to give all of himself – mind, body, soul and Award Show at Rialto Center for the Arts on January 16, Atlanta, Ga. PHOTO BY MARCUS INGRAM/GETTY
– to God.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
February
is
literally here but
before the month
of January officially
closes,
I would like to
salute two very
special men in my life: my father, the late Clarence Monix;
and one of my brothers: Clifton
Monix.
Both men were born in January - my father, Jan. 31, 1931,
and my brother, Jan. 28, 1956.
My father transitioned into eternal sleep in 1991, and if you
will recall, my brother has and
continues to suffer from major
health problems. It is truly a
blessing that he remains with us
today.
The impressions that these
two men made on me are almost
phenomenal. My brother did
all that he could to not behave
like our dad, but genetics and a
nurturing environment won out.
My brother resembles our father
in so many ways – appearance,
voice, career and family.
Lord, I thank you for both of
these men. I especially thank
you for the birth of the first man
I ever loved, the man who held
my hand, clothed me, fed me,
loved me and would die for me;
my earthly father, Clarence Monix.
God chose to have my father
closer and show him more love
than my siblings and I could
ever provide. God chose to have
him in a place where there is no
pain, nor heartache; where there
is only joy. Our dad is having
a beautiful birthday celebration
and our mom is there with him
(probably spoiling him rotten,
like she so often did throughout
their marriage on Earth).
I recall sharing with you
some of the adventures that my
siblings and I experienced as
we grew up in a neighborhood
filled with educators and my
father’s determination to make
sure that we were exposed to
everything positive that we
could enjoy. Our neighborhood provided that to us in so
many ways and because of the
camaraderie that existed, all of
us enjoyed wholesome experiences that helped to create an
environment filled with love on

that entire block.
My brother sought the same
experience for his children because he had a role model he
loved unconditionally.
One thing that I’ve shared
with you the most is my father’s
insistence that as long as he
lived – church was not an option
if you were in his household.
Attendance was understood. It
didn’t matter how long you had
been away. If you came home –
you went to church.
My brother has become dependent on his wife, children
and his siblings but before his
decline in health, he made sure
that his wife and children wanted for nothing. He worked long
hours but also insisted that on
Sunday mornings, he and his
family were in the house of the
Lord.
Both men made sure that their
households followed the Lord.
Just as Luke 4:16 tells us: “Then
Jesus came to Nazareth, where
he had been raised. As was his
custom, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day….”
What a wonderful custom.
Thank you Daddy for passing it
on not only to Clifton, but to all
of us.
As I reminisce and celebrate
these two men who helped to
mold my life, I also celebrate a
man who gave and continues to
give each of us life – our heavenly Father. I thank and praise
Him daily in the words that I
share with you and I pray that
you share His love and sacrifice
with others.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, wants
to serve as your personal messenger to share your good news
and the news of your place of
worship and visit. Remember
the verse that I often share with
you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which
reads: “How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God
reigns!”
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at
religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax (601) 896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

REIGNING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Evangelist Temple House of Refuge of All
Nations Church of God in Christ, 704 University
Blvd., Jackson will host the church’s 39th Musical
Revival at 7 p.m. nightly Jan. 28–30. For more
information, call (601) 497-5887. Elder Tyron
Hanks, Sr. is the pastor.
New Horizon Church International, 1750
Ellis Ave., Jackson, will host its Break Through
Conference, featuring guest speaker, Dr. Dorinda
Clark-Cole, at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 29. For more
information call (601) 371-1427.
New Jerusalem Church, North Campus, 5708
Old Canton Road, Jackson, will be the location of
the African Children’s Choir concert at 7 p.m. on
Jan. 31. All campuses will host Friends and Family
Day on Feb. 28. Services will be held at 7:30 and
10:30 a.m. at the North Campus; 9 a.m. and 12
p.m. at the South Campus, 1285 Raymond Road;
and 10:30 a.m. at the Midtown Campus, 1110 Noel
St. For more information call (601) 954-0286 or
(601) 206-5844.
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The Wisdom of God is Precious

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

One of the most
profitable things
connected with a
godly walk lies
in the attitude we
assume toward our
creator. Nothing
will promote our happiness more
than the thought that we are
in submission to our heavenly
Father.
As children of God journeying
along the road to heaven, being
troubled and sorrowful through
the oppressions of Satan, we are
apt to undervalue the benefits
derived from a holy life in this
world. We look to the future
and realize that God’s glorious
heaven will amply repay us for
our hardships here, but a little
consideration of the matter will
convince us that godliness is
profitable in this world as well as
in the world to come.
A soul that is purified in the
blood of Jesus Christ and walking
in the light of His commandments
is the most beautiful object in
this world. God looks upon us

as being greater than any man
who by great leadership conquers
nations when we have the
victory over sin. A life of purity
constantly increases the vitality
and mental powers of men. The
happiness which God places in
us is one of the most effective
preventive of disease and an
unexcelled promoter of long life.
The centering of our affections
on such a stable and glorious
being as God, has a tendency
to make us firm for the right,
constant, unmovable in the line
of duty, and, in fact, causes us to
become each day more and more
like the “perfect man.”
The ungodly person is like a
rebellious person in a home. He
injures himself and makes others
uncomfortable. He deprives
himself of needed protection
and counsel. If he persists in his
folly, he must go from bad to
worse. For one in the evil way
can never stand still; it is a steep
descent. The sinner is continually
growing more pitiable in the
sight of eternity; his body is
being destroyed by sin, and his
mind alienated more and more

from God and the right. Each
day requires a deeper draught
of folly to satisfy his morbid
appetites, and instead of looking
forward to the bright heaven of
the Christian, his conscience,
if not too hardened to respond,
convinces him that endless woe
awaits his wretched soul.
When we set aside the blessed
word of God, we rob ourselves of
the greatest and grandest things
God ever gave to humanity. We
change this world from a precious
preparatory room for eternity into
a godless, haphazard world of
chance.
Instead of treading the paths of
life in joyful consciousness of a
Father overhead that cares for us
and loves us early, we walk with
our hearts desolate of all spiritual
comfort. We cannot afford to
doubt any of God’s word. We,
the saints, have much for which
to be thankful in that God has led
us out far from the deadly vapors
of infidelity and has placed in our
hearts a living faith in His word.
When we see the awful results
of disbelieving the word of God,
it should make us resolve to be

more devoted to Him and truer to
His word.
My friends, it does not pay to
tamper with the evils of the world.
If we feel at all dissatisfied with
the straight and narrow way and
feel our desires going out for the
pleasures of sin, beware. Instead
of obeying the suggestions of
Satan, we should rather dig
deeper into the riches of grace,
until our souls become once more
as a watered garden, and the path
of the just again fully satisfies us.
Remember that God says, “But
godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life
that now is, and of that which is to
come” (1 Timothy 4:8).
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church of
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton
VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He honorably
served in the U.S. Army for 20
years. Rev. Green is a member
of the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.

‘Celebration of Gospel’ will be star-studded event
Special to the Mississippi Link
LOS ANGELES, Calif. –
Academy Award and Golden
Globe nominated superstar Taraji
P. Henson (“Empire”) returns to
host BET’s No. 1 gospel music
special “Celebration of Gospel.”
Back by popular demand,
“Celebration of Gospel” returns
after a year break with the
multi-talented Henson at the
helm while showcasing some
of the most popular singers in
worlds of gospel, R&B and hip

hop coming together for one
powerful night of television.
“I am thrilled to return to
BET’s ‘Celebration of Gospel.’
It is truly a celebration of the best
in music with love and hope. A
celebration of what brings us all
together and reminds us of what
is important,” Henson said.
This year’s “Celebration of
Gospel” will feature legendary
singers Chaka Khan, Gladys
Knight and Pastor Shirley
Caesar as they hit the stage

with contemporary gospel
powerhouses: Yolanda Adams,
Erica Campbell, Tamela Mann,
Le’Andria Johnson, Heavenly
Joy Jerkins, Jessica Reedy and
Tasha Cobbs.
Chrisette
Michele
and
Tank showcase their gospel
roots along with electrifying
performances
from
Kirk
Franklin, Donnie McClurkin,
Bebe Winans, Tye Tribbett,
Donald
Lawrence,
Kurt
Carr, Travis Green, Jonathan

McReynolds and Geoffrey
Golden.
Show stopping praise from
Anthony Brown & Group
Therapy, Charles Jenkins &
Fellowship Chicago and an allstar tribute to honor the late,
gospel pioneer Andraé Crouch
led by Dr. Bobby Jones will cap
the evening.
“Celebration of Gospel,”
taped earlier at the Orpheum
Theater in Los Angeles, will
premiere at 7 p.m. Jan. 31.
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Show compassion,
help out strangers

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
Years
ago,
I experienced
something
that made me
rethink
how
I respond to
strangers. I was
taking care of
my normal weekend activities of
washing clothes and decided to
go to the store while I waited for
my clothes to finish. As I drove
to the store, I noticed a woman
and her three children walking
to what looked like the bus stop.
Since it was raining outside and
very cool, I thought that it was a
shame that she had to walk with
her kids in such nasty weather.
I did like normal in similar
situations: I kept driving in my
nicely heated car, said a quick
prayer that God would protect
her during her trip. A fleeting
thought passed through my
mind that if I knew her, I’d give
her a ride….but I rationalized
since I didn’t, I kept driving and
didn’t give it another thought.
But the strangest thing
happened on my way out of
grocery store. That same woman
I saw walking about half an
hour earlier was now making
her way into the store. I thought
“I could have given her a ride
had I known she was coming
here.” But then I thought, “Not
really…she doesn’t know me
and I don’t know her. She
probably would have thought I
was crazy.”
And I did like I did earlier. I
kept walking, said a prayer for
her and her children. I then
began a losing battle with my
conscience. “Why don’t you
offer to take her home?” was the

question that kept coming to my
mind.
As I sat in my car, I kept
thinking about Hebrews 13:2
which encourages us to be kind
to strangers. I felt such a sense
of urgency to make a quick
decision. Eventually I went
back inside the store and found
her as she was loading eggs into
her cart. I admit that I felt very
strange introducing myself to
her and her kids and offering to
give her a ride home. At first she
had a look of disbelief on her
face. But then her look softened
and she smiled and accepted my
offer.
Like most strangers, we
exchanged awkward small talk
on the five minute ride from
the store back to our apartment
complex. After they
made
their way up the stairs to their
apartment with grocery bags
in hand, I thanked God for him
allowing me to help her. Even
though it put me behind my
schedule about 45 minutes, I
was glad to help put her ahead
of her schedule for the day. She
made the statement that the car
ride home saved her some much
needed time.
Since then, I’ve had
emergency situations where
others have gladly helped me
out fixing flat tires and other
emergencies. I’d like to think
that it’s because I showed
compassion to this woman and
learned the lesson of Galatians
6:7 where a “man reaps what he
sows.”
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best seller,
Love Hangover:
Moving
From Pain to Purpose After A
Relationship Ends.” Email me
at lovehangover@juno.com.
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The African American State of the Union

By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
NNPA Columnist

While millions
of people across
the United States
and throughout
the world will
continue
to
affirm, discuss,
or respond in various ways
to the last State of Union by
America’s first President of the
United States who is an African
American, there are still priority
issues that challenge African
Americans going forward. Of
course, as one would expect
and predict, President Barack
H. Obama’s 2016 State of the
Union address was a message to
all people in the United States,
as well as to all people in the
global community.
President Obama’s leadership
will be judged by history and
his legacy will be the subject
of focus for generations to
come. One thing, however,
is for certain concerning
the executive success of the
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Obama Administration in the
face of unprecedented political
opposition from the very first
day that the Obama family
moved into the White House.
But, in truth, the success of the
President Obama is indisputable
in leading the steady recovery
of the economy of the U.S. with
the enactment of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) that has enabled millions
of people to acquire health
care insurance, the Credit Card
Accountability, Responsibility
and Disclosure (CARD) Act
that has protected millions of
people from predatory financial
schemes, and the Helping
Families Save Their Homes Act
that has helped thousands of
African Americans in particular
avoid
preventable
home
foreclosures across the nation.
Yet, there is a need, I believe
to first say thank you to President
Obama respectfully for his
outstanding national and global
leadership. Today, secondly,
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we are obligated to issue an
independent African American
State of the Union.
For more than 45 million
African Americans, the State
of the Union is a complexed
set of realities, challenges,
and opportunities. The reason
why the “Black Lives Matter”
movement has taken a front
position in the consciousness
and support from the vast
majority of African Americans
is because fatal police brutality
has become once again too
prevalent in too many of our
communities.
Prosecutorial
misconduct that has worked
to protect and shield the
perpetrators of police violence
demands louder outcries of
national protest.
Today
we
remain
disproportionately incarcerated
in America’s jails and prisons.
Women, men and young
juveniles are overflowing behind
bars. There is an urgent demand
for criminal justice reform
without further delay or debate.
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Unrepresented by
our representatives
By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist
Does it really
matter who wins
the presidency?
How can it matter
to black folks,
considering the
way we “play”
politics? We have no power, no
leverage, and little or no influence
in the political arena, and even
worse it seems we are reluctant
to do what it takes to gain any
political clout. So why do we
care so much about the upcoming
election?
Having “played” this political
game for more than fifty years
now, getting thousands of black
folks elected to public office,
and even a plack president of
the United States, we are still far
behind and even nonexistent in
serious public policy discourse
and legislative initiatives. As we
face yet another “most important
election” of our lifetime, what are
you willing to do to improve our
political situation in this country?
Hint: Handwringing won’t help.
Is our political strategy, “I got
plenty of nothing, and nothing is
plenty for me?” Or, “You got to
give the people, give the people
what they want?” Do we even
have a strategy other than listening
to flowery words from politicians
and watching them give speeches
and participate in debates?
We, the bi-polar electorate, have
empowered an aristocratic class
of pompous, self-righteous, lying,
condescending, affluent, aloof,
money-grubbing,
narcissistic,
insincere, unconcerned, yet
powerful individuals that many
of us hold in high esteem, for
reasons unbeknownst to me.
They play with our emotions and
draw on our sympathies, the result
of which is a never-ending roller
coaster ride. Even sadder is the
fact that many of us believe they
will save us.

All the incumbents and
candidates need are a few nice
sounding phrases to make us
think we are in high cotton.
To make matters worse, black
“leaders” once again are telling us
to vote, but they are not in specific
discussions about who to vote
for and why. Oh yeah, I forgot;
the NAACP is “nonpartisan”
(yeah, right) and cannot endorse
or support any candidate. How
convenient; and what a joke that
is.
The vast majority of black folks
are already in the tank for Hillary;
anyone can see that. Black
organizations will feature her at
their conventions, and preachers
will invite her to their pulpits. On
the other hand, Bernie is courting
blacks via his black lives matter
rhetoric, and Trump is saying how
much black people love him, while
the other Republican candidates
are reluctant to seriously lobby
the black vote – including Uncle
Ben. We are merely props for a
circus act.
The day after the SOTU many
of our people were more interested
in what Michelle Obama wore
than what her husband said – or
did not say. She wore a dress
originally priced at $2,095, made
by Narciso Rodriguez, a nonblack gay designer, and we went
bonkers. Preceded by Michael
Kors, Azzedine Alaïa, Jason Wu,
Barbara Tfank, Rachel Roy, and
Isaac Mizrahi, I must ask if there
are any black designers’ dresses
good enough for the SOTU
soiree?
Where does all of this political
high drama leave us? Our
unemployment rate is still double
that of whites, and we are not
creating jobs. Our health is the
poorest in the nation, especially
with illnesses like diabetes, and
we don’t own a dialysis center.
Our education is substandard, and
we are not establishing our own
schools. We are disproportionately

incarcerated, but we are not selling
anything to the prisons. Many
economic solutions are in our
hands.
And here’s a political solution
courtesy of Rep. William “Bill”
Clay (D-Mo.): “If you want
equity, justice, and equality,
you must…become irritants,
become abrasive. Your political
philosophy must be selfish and
pragmatic. You must start with
the premise that you have no
permanent friends, no permanent
enemies,
just
permanent
interests.”
We have set politicians up as
kings and queens, the price for
which can be found in 1st Samuel,
Chapter Eight:
“This is the way the kind
of king [you want] operates.
He’ll take your sons and make
soldiers of them… regimented in
battalions and squadrons. He’ll
put some to forced labor on his
farms, plowing and harvesting,
and others to making either
weapons of war or chariots in
which he can ride in luxury. He’ll
put your daughters to work as
beauticians and waitresses and
cooks. He’ll conscript your best
fields, vineyards, and orchards
and hand them over to his special
friends. He’ll tax your harvests
and vintage to support his
extensive bureaucracy. Your prize
workers and best animals he’ll
take for his own use. He’ll lay a
tax on your flocks and you’ll end
up no better than slaves. The day
will come when you will cry in
desperation because of this king
you so much want for yourselves.
But don’t expect God to answer.”
(The Message Bible)
Unnerving, isn’t it?
James Clingman is the nation’s
most prolific writer on economic
empowerment for Black people.
His latest book, Black Dollars
Matter! Teach your dollars how to
make more sense, is available on
his website, Blackonomics.com.

Mass incarceration is a reality
for black America that needs to
be challenged and ended.
The spending and annual
consumerism
of
African
Americans continues to exceed
$1.2 trillion. Our “State of the
Union” indicates glaringly that
we are big spenders, but we are
not big savers or investors. The
economic development of our
families and communities is
really in our own hands. As we
begin 2016, there is no greater
urgency than for all of us to do
more to attend to how to advance
the economic sustainability of
our communities.
The high quality education
of our children has to be at the
top of our priority list for next
year and beyond. Yes, also
“Black Minds Matter.” I highly
recommend that you take the
time to read and get an update
about an ongoing study in the
state of California that I believe
will have a significant impact on
national education policies and
programs that are focused on the

education of African-American
children and others who still
have to grapple with inequality
and inequities in the nation’s
educational system.
“Black
Minds
Matter:
Supporting the Educational
Success of Black Children in
California, examines how the
nearly one million black youth
in California are faring from
preschool through college and
reveals the distressing disparities
that newly released state and
national data show persist at
all levels of their educational
journey. The report also
highlights the groundbreaking
efforts underway to reverse
these trends in California
and close achievement and
opportunity gaps for AfricanAmerican students.” We need a
national study done based on the
model developed in California.
The State of Union for
African Americans simply
means we have to continue to
struggle for freedom, justice,
equality and empowerment.

We have to build alliances and
coalitions to achieve progress
and to maximize our continued
presence and contributions to
make the nation and the world
a better place. But it all starts
not with the government or with
some outside benevolent factor.
It
starts
with African
Americans. It starts with each one
of us taking more responsibility
for the improvements of our
families. Yes, we have made
progress! Yes, there is still much
to be done. But there is many
more opportunities than there
are problems to move forward.
The glass is not half empty, it is
half full. A Luta Continua!
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is
the president and CEO of the
National Newspaper Publishers
Association and can be reached
for national advertisement sales
and partnership proposals at:
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org; and for
lectures and other professional
consultations
at:
http://
drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/
drbfc

Michigan poisons poor
to save a few bucks
By Rev. Jesse Jackson
NNPA Guest Columnist

Flint, Mich., is impoverished. The auto plants have
closed. Forty percent of the
city’s 100,000 residents live
below the poverty level. It is
majority minority. It’s been in
fiscal crisis since 2011, with
the state taking over budgetary
control and a state-appointed
“emergency manager” driving policy focused on cutting
spending.
Flint residents are Americans, but like many impoverished Americans they are
forgotten. And state officials
led by Gov. Rick Snyder have
shown that they consider the
residents disposable.
In Flint, the water supply has
been poisoned by lead. Police
are now delivering bottled water from door to door. But it
may be too late for hundreds of
kids who are already suffering
from elevated levels of lead in
their blood. The damage done
is irreversible with lifelong
consequences, including lowered intelligence and long-term
mental and emotional damage.
How did this happen? The
emergency manager – accountable only to the governor and
state officials – decided to save
money by switching Flint’s
water supply from Lake Huron
to a cheaper source, the Flint
River. Only the river had been
poisoned by waste from nearby
factories for generations. The
toxic wastes not only turned
the water brown, it corroded
the aged pipes of Flint’s water
system, unleashing lead into
the water. Federal law required
that the water be treated, but
that would have cost $100 a
day, so it was not done.
Parents began to complain of
rashes and hair loss. The state’s
environmental quality agency
denied there was a problem.
High-level state officials knew
that the water supply was lead
poisoned for six months before

Shown in this file photo Rev. Jesse Jackson says that the poor are
left to fend for themselves, rising to attention only when violence
breaks out, when innocents are shot, when tragedies like Flint
become public. FREDDIE ALLEN/NNPA NEWS WIRE
declaring an emergency. Finally, a Flint pediatrician tested
the blood of children and discovered lead levels double and
even triple the prior amounts.
State officials denounced her
work before realizing the truth
could no longer be hidden.
Finally, Snyder ended the
denial. He declared an official
emergency, and four days later
called for delivering bottled
water. The head of his environmental agency resigned. Snyder apologized for the catastrophe, but calls for him to resign
continue to build.
Flint is not alone. Across
America, in ghettos and barrios, reservations and rural valleys, the poor are isolated and
too often forgotten. Systems
basic to civilization – plumbing, water systems, school
houses, garbage collection and
treatment, roads and public
transport – are in squalor, lacking even the investment to keep
them up to minimum standards.
Impoverished neighborhoods
often lack hospitals, grocery
stores, and decent public spaces. The poor are left to fend for
themselves, rising to attention

only when violence breaks out,
when innocents are shot, when
tragedies like Flint become
public.
The cost of this callousness
– in lives lost, disease, mental
damage, crime, drugs, hopelessness – are immense. This
isn’t about money. We pay
more on the back end – in prisons and emergency rooms, cops
and guards, prisons and addiction centers – than we would
have to spend on the front-end
investments that would give
every child a chance.
Conservatives continue to
call for dismantling environmental regulations. They slash
budgets for policing violations by corporations or cities.
They want to slash support for
poverty programs and blockgrant them to the states and
localities. The next time you
hear that rap, think of Flint, its
poorest children betrayed by
state officials. Think of Flint
deprived even of safe water
in order to save a few bucks.
Think of Flint and investigate
your own community – the
horrors of Flint are not exclusive to that city.
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Women’s wear
‘distracts’ state
lawmakers
By David A. Lieb
and Melissa Hellmann
Associated Press
TOPEKA,
Kan.
–
Republican Sen. Mitch Holmes
clearly recalls when women
have worn “over the top” attire
during his decade in the Kansas
Statehouse.
“A blouse that came way
past the rib cage was one of the
most outlandish ones,” he told
The Associated Press. Such
women’s wear can distract
from the legislative process,
he said, explaining why a dress
code was needed in his Ethics
and Elections committee.
Holmes
dropped
his
guidelines on Tuesday, the
day after his AP interview,
after he was shamed on social
media as a “sexist” and “cave
man” for telling women how to
dress. In a written apology, he
said he “meant no offense” by
suggesting that “for ladies, low
cut necklines and mini-skirts
are inappropriate.”
It’s at least the fourth time
that lawmakers have retreated
from dress codes for female
colleagues, lobbyists, interns
and other citizens recently.
After Missouri’s House
speaker resigned in a scandal
last year – he acknowledged
exchanging
sexual
text
messages with a female intern
– some of his colleagues
suggested an intern dress
code could help eliminate
“distractions.”
Republican
Todd Richardson quickly
squelched that idea after taking
over as speaker.
Montana’s House speaker,
Austin Knudsen, also suffered
backlash when he issued a
dress code before the 2015
session urging women to be
“sensitive to skirt lengths and
necklines,” while telling men
simply to wear jackets, ties and
dress pants.
Knudsen, a Republican, later
called it a “rookie mistake” and
reversed course. “It wasn’t a hill
worth dying on at the beginning
of the session,” he said.
One of the women who led
that charge was Democratic
Rep. Jenny Eck, of Helena.
Women already have to be
smarter and work harder to be
considered equal, she said; a
dress code suggests men have
permission to evaluate women
based on their bodies.
“You can trust that women
will get up in the morning and
figure it out,” she said.
Female lawmakers aren’t
immune: In 2014, Republican
Peggy Mast, the Kansas
House’s speaker pro-tem, drew
First Amendment complaints
after suggesting dress code
changes for interns.
She pulled back some –
interns can apparently wear
perfume and cologne after
all – but their manual still
asks women to avoid “halter
tops, strapless tops, backless
style, miniskirts and revealing
necklines.” There’s no list of
forbidden attire for men.
“The notion that the men
in the legislature are going
to dictate how women dress

feels (like) a bit of a throwback
to a bygone era that I think
we had thought we had left,”
said Debbie Walsh, director
of the Center for American
Women and Politics at Rutgers
University in New Jersey.
Women are a slight majority
of the U.S. population, but
remain a minority in all 50
state legislatures, filling 1,808
legislative seats this year, 24.5
percent of the nationwide
total, according to the
National Conference of State
Legislatures. That’s a historic
high, but their ranks have
remained relatively unchanged
in the last five years.
If their number more
closely matched the nation’s
demographics, what they wear
probably wouldn’t be an issue,
said New Jersey state Sen.
Diane Allen, a Republican
and former chairwoman of
the National Foundation for
Women Legislators.
The backlash grew in Kansas
last week after Democratic Sen.
David Haley shared the rules
with a female lobbyist who
snapped a picture that spread
on social media.
Holmes initially defended
his guidelines, saying they had
been in effect for at least a year
and no one complained.
“We’re really looking for
you to be addressing the issue
rather than trying to distract
or bring eyes to yourself”
while testifying, Holmes told
The Topeka Capital-Journal,
which labeled the guidelines
“disrespectful” and “alarming”
in a Sunday editorial.
Democratic Sen. Laura
Kelly, of Topeka, called
them “condescending toward
women” because men weren’t
told what to wear.
Holmes was still holding his
ground on Monday.
“I just want to make sure that
we have proper decorum,” he
said. “Males have such little
choice about what they wear
with suits and ties. But you
know, I’m reasonable and I’m
willing to make sure that no
one feels like they’re being
singled out.”
Haley praised Holmes after
he finally threw in the towel
the next day, saying “he’s a
gracious leader to recognize
parity in the process.”
Missouri Rep. Nick King, a
Republican and Mormon from
suburban Kansas City, said his
thoughts “didn’t get expressed
very well” last summer
when his email to colleagues
suggested that “a good, modest,
conservative dress code” for
both male and female interns
would help lawmakers stay
focused by “removing one
more distraction.”
But Missouri Rep. Stacey
Newman finds disturbing
similarities in all these
controversies.
“To have that emphasis
put back on what women are
wearing – that it’s ‘distracting’
or whatever – is really
diminishing our contributions,”
said Newman, a Democrat
from suburban St. Louis.
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Scientists: Doomsday clock
reflects grave threat
By Sudhin Thanawala
Associated Press
STANFORD, Calif. – Rising
tension between Russia and
the U.S., North Korea’s recent
nuclear test and a lack of
aggressive steps to address
climate change are putting
the world under grave threat,
scientists behind a “Doomsday
Clock” that measures the
likelihood of a global cataclysm
said Tuesday.
The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists announced that the
minute hand on the metaphorical clock remained at three minutes-to-midnight. The clock reflects how vulnerable the world
is to catastrophe from nuclear
weapons, climate change and
new technologies, with midnight
symbolizing apocalypse.
“Unless we change the way
we think, humanity remains in
serious danger,” said Lawrence
Krauss, chair of the bulletin’s
Board of Sponsors.
Krauss said the Iran nuclear
agreement and Paris climate accord were good news. But the
good news was offset by nuclear
threats, including tension between nuclear-armed states India
and Pakistan, and uncertainty
that the Paris accord will lead to
concrete action to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
The scientists behind the bulletin adjusted the clock from five
minutes-to-midnight to three
minutes-to-midnight last year.
They cited climate change, modernization of nuclear weapons
and outsized nuclear weapons
arsenals as “extraordinary and
undeniable threats to the continued existence of humanity.” The
clock was previously at three
minutes-to-midnight in 1984,
when the bulletin said talks between the U.S. and Russia virtually stopped.

Climate scientist Richard Somerville (right) member, Science and Security Board, Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists, unveils the new “Doomsday Clock,” accompanied by Sivan Kartha, another board member in this
file photo.
From a climate change perspective, if midnight on the clock
represents the disappearance of
humanity, three minutes-to-midnight is overly dire, said Michael
Oppenheimer, a professor of geosciences and international affairs
at Princeton University who is
not affiliated with the bulletin.
On the other hand, Oppenheimer said if midnight means
humans have emitted so much
greenhouse gas that dangerous
climate change is inevitable,
then three minutes is a “fair
analysis.”
“I think the jury is out as to
whether the Paris agreement will
make a significant difference,”
he said. “The key is whether
countries over the next couple of
years are able to agree on some
important details that were left
out.”
Michael Shermer, publisher
of Skeptic magazine examining
social and scientific controver-

sies, said in an email that the
Doomsday clock is “an exercise
in pessimism and PR with little
connection to the reality of moral
progress made in the past half
century.” Shermer cited reductions in the number of nuclear
weapons since the 1980s and the
absence of war between Europe’s
great powers since World War II.
California Gov. Jerry Brown
joined former U.S. Secretary of
State George Shultz and former
U.S. Secretary of Defense William Perry for a discussion at
Stanford University after the unveiling of the clock.
Perry raised concerns about
rhetoric from Russia about the
use of nuclear weapons and said
the threat of nuclear disaster was
greater today than during the
Cold War. Shultz said the U.S.
needs to engage Russia and China. Brown warned about “tipping points” in the fight against
climate change.

“And around a tipping point,
we may not be able to come
back to a stable planet or one
we’ll find very comfortable to
live in,” he said.
The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists was founded in 1945
by University of Chicago scientists who helped develop the
first atomic weapons. The clock
was created two years later.
The decision to move or leave
the clock alone is made by the
bulletin’s science and security
board, which includes physicists and environmental scientists from around the world, in
consultation with the bulletin’s
Board of Sponsors, which includes more than a dozen Nobel
laureates.
The closest the clock has
come to midnight was two minutes away in 1953, when the
Soviet Union tested a hydrogen
bomb that followed a U.S. hydrogen bomb test.

After setting iphone record,
Apple forecasts rare sales drop
By Brandon Bailey
AP Technology Writer
SAN FRANCISCO – Apple is
bracing for its first sales decline in
13 years, despite selling a record
74.8 million iPhones in the final
three months of 2015.
The giant tech company says
revenue could fall at least 8.6
percent during the JanuaryMarch quarter, compared with
a year earlier. Analysts say the
latest iPhone models are selling
reasonably well, but they’re not
providing the boost Apple needs
to match the massive sales growth
it enjoyed last year.
The company inched past its
previous record, established when
it sold 74.5 million iPhones in
the holiday quarter of 2014. But
Tuesday’s forecast implies Apple
doesn’t expect to match the 61
million iPhones sold in last year’s
January-March quarter.
Apple’s stock has been in a
slump for months, as investors
worry that the company won’t be
able to duplicate last year’s growth
in sales, which were in the doubledigit percentages. In an interview,
Chief Financial Officer Luca
Maestri said a strong dollar helped
reduce revenue, as sales made
with foreign currencies abroad
convert into fewer dollars. He also
said the company isn’t concerned
about what he characterized as
a short-term slowing of growth,
because it has a large base of
customers who can be relied on to
buy new devices and pay for other
services.
“We think we’re in the strongest position we’ve ever been,”

A group of visitors to the Apple store descends a staircase to the
showroom below in New York in this file photo. Apple reported quarterly
financial results, Tuesday. AP PHOTO/JULIE JACOBSON, FILE
Maestri told The Associated
Press, adding that the company
estimates 1 billion Apple devices
- including iPhones, iPads, Apple
Watches and Mac computers – are
now in active use.
The iPhone, however, is Apple’s biggest-selling product,
contributing nearly two-thirds of
its revenue and a similar share of
profit. Despite the introduction of
new models, analysts say global
demand for new smartphones
isn’t growing as fast as it has in
recent years. Apple is also confronting an economic downturn in
China, one of its biggest markets.
The giant tech company is in no
financial danger. It earned $18.4
billion in profit for the OctoberDecember quarter, up 1.8 percent
from a year earlier. It had $75.9

billion in revenue, an increase of
1.7 percent. Earnings amounted
to $3.28 a share, which beat the
$3.23 average forecast among
analysts surveyed by FactSet.
Revenue fell short of analysts’
estimates, which averaged $76.7
billion.
No one expects Apple to match
those results in the current, January-March quarter, as sales traditionally drop after the holiday
shopping season and the introduction of new models. But Apple’s
forecast, which calls for revenue
between $50 billion and $53 billion in the current period, means
the company will likely fall short
of the $58 billion it had a year earlier.
That would be Apple’s first
year-over-year sales decline since

the January-March quarter of
2003 - long before the company
began selling iPhones and iPads.
Back then, Apple was a fraction of
its current size, reporting quarterly
revenue of just $1.45 billion.
While the iPhone has been a
phenomenal success, analysts say
it’s difficult to match the sales
surge that Apple enjoyed last
year, after it introduced the first
iPhone models with significantly
larger screens to compete with
big-screen phones from rivals
like Samsung, which were hugely
popular in Asia.
Analysts say last September’s
release of two more big-screen
phones, the iPhone 6S and 6S Plus,
made less of a splash because they
were viewed as relatively similar
to the previous models, despite
some new features. Analysts say
the slight increase in sales for the
December quarter came in part
because Apple began selling the
newest models several days earlier
in key markets such as China.
Apple is expected to release
the next iPhone models, with new
features, later this year. That could
fuel another surge in sales. Along
with first-time buyers and people
who switch from competitors’
phones, analysts say Apple can
count on a loyal base of iPhone
owners who will buy a new model
every two years or so.
Skeptics, however, note that
Apple hasn’t come up with a
blockbuster product to replace
the iPhone. The company’s
latest report showed sales of
Mac computers and iPads both
declined in the previous quarter.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

ZONING CASE NO. 3924
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Major Singh has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to operate a liquor store within a C-2
(Limited) Commercial District, on property located at 2570 N. Siwell Rd., in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly
described as:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, FEB 10, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD
BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
NEW BUSINESS

Parcel 1: Beginning at the Southwest corner of Lot 56 of Oak Creek Subdivision,
Part 1, as said subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County at Jackson, MS (in Plat Book 27, Page 7), reference to this
subdivision is made in aid of and as a part of this description; run thence North
75 degrees 05 minutes East and along South line of said Oak Creek Subdivision
for a distance of 150. 0 feet to an iron pin; run thence, leaving the South Line
of Oak Creek Subdivision, South 14 degrees 55 minutes East for a distance
of 99.0 feet to an iron pin; run thence South 75 degrees 05 minutes West for
a distance of 150.0 feet to an iron pin on a line 30.0 feet East of and parallel to
the centerline of North Siwell Road as said road is now laid out and established
(March 16,1979); run thence North 14 degrees 55 minutes west and along said
30.0 feet East of and parallel to the centerline of said North Siwell Road for a
distance of 99.0 feet to the point of beginning.

1. CASE NO. 2016-02, REQUEST BY: CITY OF JACKSON (APPLICANT:
JAMES VAUGHAN) TO RENEW AN EXPIRED COA TO DEMOLISH THE OLD
COTTAGE HOME LOCATED AT 4750 CLINTON BLVD.

The above described parcel of property is located in Southwest Quarter (SW
1/4) of Section 21, Township 5 North Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi,
and contains 0.27 acres, more or less.

OTHER ITEMS

Parcel 2: Commencing at the Southwest corner of Lot 56 of Oak Creek Subdivision Part 1, as said subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson MS (in Plat Book 27 at Page 7), reference
to this subdivision is made in aid of and as a part of this description; run thence
South 14 degrees 55 minutes East along a line 30.0 feet East and parallel to.
the centerline of North Siwell Road as said road is now laid out and established
(March 16,1979) for a distance of 99.0 feet to the point of the beginning; run
thence North 75 degrees 05 minutes East for distance of 119.0 feet to an iron
pin; run thence South 75 degrees 05 minutes West for a distance of 119.0 feet
to an iron pin on said line 30.0 feet East of and parallel to the centerline of North
Siwell Road, run thence North 14 degrees 55 minutes West along said line 30.0
feet East of and parallel to the centerline of North Siwell Road for distance of
87.0 feet to the point of the beginning.
The above described parcel of property is located in Southwest Quarter (SW
1/4) of Section 21, Township 5 North Range 1 West, Hinds County, Mississippi,
and contains 0.24 acres, more or less.
AND;
Commencing at the Southwest corner of Lot 56 of Oak Creek Subdivision, Part
1, as said subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of the Chancery Clerk
of Hinds County Jackson MS, in Plat book 27, Page 7,reference to this subdivision is hereby made in aid of and as part of this description; run thence S 14
degrees 55 minutes East along a line 30.0 feet East of and parallel to the centerline of North Siwell Road as said road is now laid out and established (July
31,1980) for a distance of 184.0 feet to a point; run thence North 75 degrees 05
minutes East, 107.0 feet to the point of the beginning; thence North 14 degrees
55 minutes West 48.0 feet; thence North 75 degrees 05 minutes East 46.0 feet;
thence South 14 degrees 55 minutes East 48.0 feet; thence South 75 degrees
05 minutes West 46.0 feet to the point of beginning. Said property being situated
in the SW 1/4 of Section 21, T5N, R1 W, Hinds County, MS and containing 0.05
acres, more or less.
Subject to the following easement, to-wit:
Beginning at the SW corner of Lot 56, Oak Creek Subdivision, Part 1, as said
subdivision is platted and recorded in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County Mississippi in Plat Book 27, Page 7, run thence South 14 degrees 55
minutes East for a distance of 30.0 feet to a point; run thence North 14 degrees
55 minutes West a distance of 183.0 feet to a point; run thence South 75 degrees 05 minutes East a distance of 183.0 feet to the point of beginning. The
above described property is located in the SW 1/4 if Section 21, T5N, R1 W,
Hinds County, MS, and contains 0.13 acres, more or less.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, January 27,
2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

2. CASE NO. 2016-03, REQUEST BY: MCCLURKIN WERDNA B REV TRUST
TO INSTALL 6 FT HIGH WOODEN FENCE WITH WOODEN ARBORS AND
OTHER SITE MODIFICATIONS LOCATED AT 1344 SAINT MARY ST. IN THE
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
3. CASE NO. 2016-04, REQUEST BY: REAL HOUSES LLC (APPLICANT:
TOMMY DUNLAP) TO REPAIR FIRE DAMAGE ON THE REAR SIDE OF
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1509 RIVERSIDE DR. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
1/21/2016 1/28/2016

37301-022316--- 6-12, Month Supply of Foods‑‑ Dairy Products- Group IV
37888-022316--- 6 -12, Month Supply of Foods – Fresh Produce- Group V(Fruits/Vegetables)
38601-022316----6 -12, Month Supply of Foods- Frozen/Chilled- Group IA(Breads & Desserts)
38602-022316--- 6-12, Month Supply of Foods-- Frozen/Chilled- Group IB(Fruits/Vegetables)
38603-022316--- 6-12, Month Supply of Foods--- Frozen/Chilled- Group IC(Meats/Meat Products)
		
38701-022316--- 6-12, Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIA(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)
38702-022316—6-12, Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIB(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)

ADJOURN

1/21/2016 1/28/2016

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
SHOE SHINE CONCESSION
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 010-15
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Proposal”) for the operation of a shoe shine concession (“Services”) at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”).
JMAA will receive Proposals to provide the Services at the offices of JMAA,
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m.
central time on February 18, 2016 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for
Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and
Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s
Procurement Specialist, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com
or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.
Based on the Proposals, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent
ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agreement, in
form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time,
then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent. In that event, JMAA will
follow the same process with the other Respondents, in the order of their
ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.
JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason,
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA
to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the selection process.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
1/21/2016, 1/28/2016

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

WITNESS my signature this 30th day of December 2015.

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 23, 2016, at which time said
bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

Tired of renting? Try affordable homeownership through Habitat for Humanity
Mississippi Capital Area. Learn more at an informational meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 4 at the Jackson Medical Mall Community Room; or call 601-353-6060
or visit http://www.habitatmca.org/.
1/28/2016

38801-022316—6-12, Month Supply of Foods- Condiments- Group III
39331-022316—6-12, Month Supply of Foods—Baby Food
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.
GOV” WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application,
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO
Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net
price in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the
lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all
or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating
the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that
the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items,
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that
determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533 or 1025
1/28/2016, 2/4/2016

LEGAL
Advertisement for Proposals
Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until
3:30PM Central Standard Time on March 01, 2016, Office of City Clerk,
City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201, to supply labor and equipment as required to perform all related items of work
covered under the 2016 Mosquito Abatement Services for the City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City”).
A Pre-Proposal Conference will be held on February 18, 2016, at 3:00PM
in the 5th Floor Conference Room of the Warren Hood Building, 200
South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. All potential contractors,
subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.
The City is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. It is the policy of the City to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to
selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission,
in accordance with the provision of the City’s Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity
Program, please
contact the Office of Economic
Development at 601-960HyperGraphics
/ Dixon
1055. Copies of the Ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the
Bank
Auction
services are available
at Owned
200 South President
Street, Room 223, Warren
Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
The City hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the
PASS 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended,
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
national origin, or sex in consideration for an award.

Crossword Solution

The City is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its
citizens, through various services, employment, initiatives, and assistance.
The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on
various projects and/or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in
achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment
opportunities.
Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one
signed original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be
submitted in a sealed package and plainly marked on the outside of the
package: “REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR MOSQUITO ABATEMENT
SERVICES. Interested companies may obtain a copy of the detailed
Request for Proposals at3.556x2
no charge from the City’s Website at http://
www.jacksonms.gov/bids or
Leroy Lee, Manager, Infrastructure
48from
Web
Management Division, City of Jackson, Department of Public Works,
Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Suite 531, Jackson,
MS 39201 or Ilee@cityjackson.ms.us.
THE CITY RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL PROPOSALS.
Kishia L. Powell			
Director, Department of Public Works

Gus McCoy
Chief Admistrative Officer
1/28/2016, 2/4/2016
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McWane Science Center
Pick Up
Body Worlds

The Mississippi Link
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‘Tonea’ Stewart

Thursday,
February 11, 2016
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Tom ‘Bones’ Malone
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655 Duling Ave., Jackson, MS
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622 Duling Ave., Jackson, MS
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2325 Livingston Rd.
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S
PASSMARKET
K & K ONE STOP
Northside Drive
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
LACY’S INSURANCE
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
Jackson Medical Mall
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
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707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
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CELEBRITY ROAST
Scott Barretta

Jan24_MCAN

ARTIST ACHIEVEMENT

Dr. Tommie
‘Tonea’ Stewart

Dr. Tommie
‘Tonea’ Stewart

Tom ‘Bones’ Malone

Thursday,
February 11, 2016

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue
R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

EXCELLENCE IN ACTING

Tom ‘Bones’ Malone
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

PUBLIC RECEPTION – 3:30 P.M.

PUBLIC RECEPTION – 3:30 P.M.

Brent’s Drug Store
655 Duling Ave., Jackson, MS

Brent’s Drug Store
655 Duling Ave., Jackson, MS

CEREMONY – 6:00 P.M.

CEREMONY – 6:00 P.M.

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

Duling Hall
622 Duling Ave., Jackson, MS

Honoring
Congressman

Gregg Harper
3.556x4
48 Web
Thursdayy, Jan. 28, 2016
20 | Hilton Jackson
Reception 6 pm • Dinner 7 pm
Tickets $80 each or $600 for a table of eight
Purrcchase tickets by calling
cal
601.981.3060

or go to www
w..mspress.org/event/roast to purchase online
Prrooceeds beneﬁtt the MP
PA Education Foundation

MPAEF - Celebrity Roast
PASS

Sponsored by the
Madison-Ridgeland
Rotary Club

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

Tig Notaro

ARTIST ACHIEVEMENT

EXCELLENCE IN ACTING

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

MISSISSIPPI HERITAGE

Tig Notaro

Thursday,
February 11, 2016

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

3URFHHGVEHQHÀW
Rotary community
projects

Saturday, February 13

Renaissance at Colony Park, Ridgeland
Registration begins: 7 am
Race start time: 8 am

5K Run | 5K Walk | 1 Mile Fun Run
Individual fees
$30 Pre-Registered | $35 Race Day
Family fees
$100 Pre-Registered | $110 Race Day

For Rent

MEDICAL
BILLING SPECIALISTS PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Duling Hall
622 Duling Ave.,
Jackson,
MS
NEEDED!
Train
at home
for a career Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
working with Medical Billing and June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Insurance Claims. NO EXPERIENCE Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
NEEDED! Online training at Bryan offices and large storage, work or conferUniversity! HS Diploma/GED and ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
Computer/Internet needed. 1-877-259- small reception area. Great space for
small business or nonprofit association or
3880.
3.33x4
46AVIATION
Web
charity. Call Monica to arrange a viewing.
NEW YEAR, NEW
CAREER.
Thursday
y, Jan. 28,and
2016 601-981-3060,
| Hilton Jackson
or
e-mail
Grads work with Boeing,
Southwest
Reception
6
pm
•
Dinner
7 pm
others. Get hands on training for FAA cer- mgilmer@mspress.org.
ickets
$80 each or
$600 for a table of eight
tification. Financial Taid
if qualified.
Call
For Sale-Misc.
Pur
r
c
chase
tickets
by
calling
601.981.3060
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866or
go
to
www
w
.
.mspr
ess.or
g/event/r
oast
to purchase online
367-2510.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
Prrooceeds beneﬁt the MP
Mchurch
PA Education
Foundation
need
pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
CDL-A OWNER OPERATORS: O/O cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800Flatbed. Earn 80% gross. Home week- 231-8360. www.pews1.com
ends! Year-round freight. Permits provid- REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!
Get
MPAEF
Roast
ed. File/pay fuel taxes. 25 years
of age,-2 Celebrity
a whole home
satellite system installed at
years OTR. 870-336-9051.
NO COST and programming starting at
DRIVER - CDL/A. READY TO3.556
MAKEx 6$19.99/month.
48 Web FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
MORE MONEY IN A NEW CAREER? new callers, so CALL NOW.
1Get your CDL_A in 22 days with no out- 877-381-8004.
of-pocket tuition cost! We pay you while
Services-Misc.
you train. New pay increase. Classes
starting every Monday. Refresher course AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
available. Must be 21 years of age. 855- $15 per month or TV and Internet starting
378-9335. EOE. www.kllmdrivingacade- at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
my.com
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
DRIVER TRAINING. Now is the time to learn
more.
Sponsored
the
3URFHHGVEHQHÀW
make a move! Class-A
CDLbyTraining.
Get DISH NETWORK
– Get MORE for
Madison-Ridgeland
Rotary community
your CDL-A in 22
days with no out of LESS! Starting
$19.99/month
(for 12
Rotary Club
projects
pocket tuition cost! We pay you while months.) PLUS Bundle
& SAVE (Fast
you train! 6 day Refresher Courses Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
available. Must be 21 years of age. 844- 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 1 9 - 2 5 2 6 .
689-3747. EOE. www.kllmdrivingacade- SWITCH to DIRECTV and get a FREE
my.com
Renaissance at Colony
Park, Ridgeland
Whole-Home
Genie
HD/DVR
upgrade.
Starting
at
$19.99/mo.
FREE
Registration begins: 7 am
3
months
of
HBO,
SHOWTIME
&
STARZ.
Race start time: 8 am
25 DRIVER TRAINEES
New Customers Only. Don't settle for
NEEDED NOW!
cable. Call Now 1-800-215-6713

Honoring
Congressman

Gregg Harper

Saturday, February 13

Learn to drive for
5K USXpress
Run | 5K Walk | 1 Mile
S e rFun
v i c Run
es-Legal
Earn $800 per week.
DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chilIndividual
fees
dren
$125. Includes name change and
Local 15-day CDL training.
property
$30 Pre-Registered | $35 settlement
Race Day agreement. SAVE
Immediate Openings!
hundreds. Fast and easy. Call 1-888733-7165, 24/7.
1-800-350-7364
Family fees
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-

$100 Pre-Registered
| $110
Day Denied benefits?
FITS.
UnableRace
to work?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start

Registration forms available:
https://raceroster.com/events/2016/7315/run-4-rotary

your available:
application today! Call Bill Gordon
Registration forms
https://raceroster.com/events/2016/7315/run-4-rotary
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

Services-Medical
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free shipping.
CPAP / BIPAP SUPPLIES at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply Network!
Fresh supplies delivered right to your
door. Insurance may cover all costs. 1800-918-5928.
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576.
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone. FREE
brochure. Call 1-800-365-4628

Place Your Classified
Ad
STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!
To order, call your
local newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:
MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.
Week of January 24, 2016
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Delta Devils singe 3 Lady Tigers named
to annual SWAC list
Panthers 76-73

Mississippi Valley will face off with Jackson State at 4 p.m. Jan. 30, at the Greenwood Civic Center.
Mississippi Link Newswire
Prairie View, Texas – The
Mississippi Valley Delta Devils
earned their third conference
win of the season with a 76-73
triumph over the Prairie View
A&M Panthers Monday.
Hot shooting carried the Delta
Devils as the team shot 49 percent from the field and 44 percent
from behind the arc for the contest. Issac Williams lead the team
with 19-points while the sure fire

Marcus Romain added 17.
The Delta Devils’ bench
sparked key moments in the
game, as they contributed
38-points, which is one of their
highest contributions this season. Latrell Love, Jabari Alex,
and Bennet Davis contributed
significantly to this holistic team
victory.
Down 39-33 at the half, Mississippi Valley had to make up
ground on both sides of the ball.

Outpacing the Panthers 43-34
during the final period made the
difference in the contest. Romain
dominated the board with nine
rebounds (all defensive) to carry
MVSU to a close victory. Alex
tallied six rebounds to aid the
Delta Devils.
Mississippi Valley will be in
action again on Jan. 30, at the
Greenwood Civic Center where
they will face Jackson State University. Tipoff is set for 4 p.m.

Colvin

Nelson

Swanson

Mississippi Link Newswire

tained a .308 batting average
with 50 runs, 43 hits, six doubles, five triples, one run, and
20 RBIs. On the field, Swanson
recorded 192 catches, 100 putouts, and 77 assists for a .922
fielding percentage.
Victoria Nelson, junior infielder, and Lyndsey Colvin, senior outfielder, were name to the
All-Conference second team.
Nelson played and started in
every game last year, recording
147 at-bats, 37 runs, 47 hits,
three doubles, one triple, and
24 RBIs for a .320 batting average. On the field, Nelson tallied
143 catches, 82 putouts, and

51 assists for a .930 fielding
percentage. The Stockbridge,
Ga., native was ranked fifth in
the conference in runs scored,
second in stolen bases, second
in total plate appearances, seventh in at-bats, and seventh in
fielding double plays.
Colvin was ranked second
on team in batting average with
131 at-bats, 23 runs, 42 hits,
10 doubles, one home run, and
23 RBIs for a .321 batting average. On the field, Colvin recorded 99 catches, 80 putouts,
and nine assists. The Phoenix,
Ariz., native ranks eight in the
conference for stolen bases.

The College Sports Madness
staff recently released their
2016 Southwestern Athletic
Conference Preseason Teams.
Three Jackson State University
Lady Tigers were among those
honored in the annual list.
Canessa Swanson, senior infielder, received first team honors. Swanson was an important
component to the Lady Tiger
team both offensively and defensively during the 2015 season. She led the conference in
runs scored (50), triples (5),
and stolen bases (38). The
Houston, Texas, native main-

Alcorn competes in Emory Lady Tigers tie 10-2 with
Lady Bulldogs at round-up
Trossplex Invitational
Mississippi Link Newswire
BIRMINGHAM, Ala –
Alcorn State’s Darryl Jones
won the men’s long jump (2206.50 feet) during Sunday’s
Emory Crossplex Invitational.
To add to Jones’ accomplishment, is a second place finish
in the men’s triple jump (4602.75 feet). Dominique Edwars
earned a third place finish, with
a 50-11 feet throw in the women’s weight throw.
Dynasty Williams (11.31.59),
Brandy McCray, and Dauthline
Diejuste finshed second, third
and fourth, respectively in the
women’s 3000-meter run.
Jeremy Banks was fifth in the
men’s 60-meter hurdles with a
time of 8.5 second.
The Braves 4x400- meter relay ‘A’ team (Devontae
Richarson, Christopher Jackson, Fletcher Coates, Marquis
Prentiss and JaDarius Smith)
finished fourth.
The track and field team will
head to Lake Charles Jan. 29,
to compete in the McNeese Invitational.

Jackson State’s Kiara Smith goes for a strike.
Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn State’s Darryl Jones was the long jump winner Sunday.

GULFPORT – The Jackson
State women’s bowling team put
on a good showing last weekend
at the SWAC West Round-up
with a 10-2 record as they tied
for first with Alabama State.
Jackson State went back and
forth with Prairie View as they
tied records for the first two
days of the round-up with a 4-1
record at the end of day one and
7-2 record at the conclusion of

day two. After day three, the
Lady Tigers had a total pinfall
count of 12,270 with an 876.4
average.
The Lady Tigers were led by
junior bowler Laura Uzzell who
had the eighth highest pinfall
by the last day of the round-up.
Uzell knocked down 2,405 pins
in 14 games to record a 171.79
average.
Sophomore Marcela Sanchez
had the 19th highest pin fall of

1,957 for a 163.08 average.
Prairie View A&M fell from
being tied in first to second
place with a 8-4 finish and a tie
with Texas Southern. Coming in
fifth was Southern at 4-8, ahead
of A&M and Grambling State,
both 1-11.
Jackson State returns to action
this weekend when they head to
Arlington, Texas to compete in
the Prairie View Invitational.
Action is set to begin Jan. 29.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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AP exclusive: Medics beat
blizzard to make transplant

Another town gripped by fear
over lead-tainted tap water

By Michael Balsamo
Associated Press

By Mark Gillispie
and John Seewer
Associated Press

STONY BROOK, N.Y.
– Melanie Chirichella had
been waiting a year and a
half for a kidney transplant
when she finally got the
call from her doctors
Saturday that they had
found a perfect match in
South Carolina.
“It was like a miracle,”
the 64-year-old told The
Associated Press. “When
she called and said, ‘We
have a kidney for you,’ I
almost fell off the bed.”
But there was a problem:
A blizzard was raging up
and down the East Coast.
The medical team would
have to beat the elements
and the clock to make
sure the transplant surgery
happened while the organ,
taken from a brain-dead
patient on Friday morning,
was still usable.
In the end, Chirichella
got her new kidney, but it
required a combination of
daring and improvisation,
maybe even a little
recklessness. And more
than once, it looked as if
she and the organ might
not even make it to the
operating room.
At first, emergency
crews told her there was
be no way an ambulance
could navigate through
whiteout conditions to
bring Chirichella the
nearly 20 miles from her
home in Bohemia, New
York, to Stony Brook
University Hospital on
Long Island.
But paramedic Pete
Amato was undeterred.
A decade ago, his brother
had received a lifesaving
kidney transplant. He
knew there wouldn’t be
time to wait. He hopped
behind the wheel of a
hospital SUV, turned on
the lights and sirens and
hit the road.
“This needs to happen,”
Amato
remembered
thinking. “I knew the
sense of urgency.”
Ideally, doctors try to
transplant a kidney within

Paramedic Pete Amato, (left) answers questions during an interview
while visiting with Stony Brook University Hospital patient Melanie
Chirichella, Tuesday, in Stony Brook, N.Y. Amato navigated through
whiteout conditions during Saturday’s blizzard to take her nearly 20
miles to the hospital to receive a kidney transplant which she had
been waiting for for nearly a year and a half. AP PHOTO/JULIE JACOBSON

24 hours of its removal,
but that can be extended
to 48 hours under the right
conditions.
The kidney, plus a second
one bound for a different
patient at New York City’s
Presbyterian
Hospital,
had left Charleston, South
Carolina, on a Delta flight
Friday evening.
The storm had already
begun to disrupt air travel
by then, but this flight
got through fine. Airlines
are informed when a
transplant organ is aboard
and the flights get special
status to avoid delays. The
organs ride up front with
the pilots.
The kidneys arrived
at the New York City
offices of the donation
coordinator, LiveOn NY,
at 9 p.m. Friday, just
around the time the snow
began to fall in New York.
Then they had to undergo
a battery of tests. Final
results weren’t available
until 9 a.m. Saturday, when
the wind was howling and
the snow coming down
hard. Driving was already
treacherous.
Wilson Lee, an organ
preservationist
at
LiveOn, was given the
job of delivering both
kidneys with the help of
a driver from the medical
transportation company
TransCare.
First
stop
was
Presbyterian
Hospital,

perched high on a ridge
in Manhattan overlooking
the Hudson River. The
SUV carrying the team got
stuck trying to get up the
hill and had to be pushed to
the top by a city sanitation
vehicle, Lee said.
After the delivery, they
ditched the SUV and
waited 45 minutes for an
ambulance for the 60-mile
drive out to Long Island.
“It was really hard to
see,” Lee said. “There
was a lot of snow. A lot of
wind.”
A lot of ice, too. They
stopped every 15 to 20
minutes to de-ice the
windshield because the
wipers couldn’t keep
up. But they kept going,
delivering the kidney to
Stony Brook at 4:12 p.m.
Meanwhile,
Amato
was delivering his own
precious cargo – the
patient.
As he drove along the
Long Island Expressway,
his SUV was nearly hit
by a tractor-trailer and he
watched a Jeep spin out of
control.
“My fear was that
someone was going to
crash into us or that we’d
get stuck,” Amato said.
After undergoing the
three and a half hour
operation,
Chirichella,
whose original kidneys
were damaged by diabetes,
is recovering well, doctors
said.

SEBRING, Ohio – In a
furor with echoes of the
crisis in Flint, Michigan,
parents in and around
Sebring no longer trust the
water coming out of their
taps – or the explanations
from community leaders
– after learning just days
ago that high levels of
lead were detected in some
homes over the summer.
Residents in the rural
area of about 8,100 people
near the Rust Belt city of
Youngstown are demanding to know why they were
kept in the dark for months.
Children are being tested
for lead poisoning. Schools
have been closed for three
straight days. Bottled water is being passed out. And
state regulators are calling
for a criminal investigation
of the water plant manager.
“How long has this been
going on and how much
did we drink it?” Nina
McIlvain asked Tuesday
as she loaded bottled water into her car. “I’m sure
there’s more to it than we
know.”
Over the summer, seven
of 20 homes where the

Pallets of water, ready for distribution in the community, sit at the
Sebring Community Center, Tuesday, in Sebring, Ohio. Authorities
have been handing out bottled water, and schools were closed
Tuesday for a third day in Sebring, a village about 60 miles southeast
of Cleveland. AP PHOTO/MARK GILLISPIE

water is routinely tested
showed excessive levels
of lead. The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
said the operator of the
small water system that
supplies Sebring and two
other villages failed to notify the public within the
required 60 days and submitted “misleading, inaccurate or false reports.”
Plant
superintendent
James Bates denied he falsified reports, calling the
allegations an “outright
lie.”
Village Manager Richard Giroux maintained on
Tuesday that he was not
aware of the problem until last week. But a letter
released by the Ohio EPA
showed that he was told in

December.
Anger and frustration
have been boiling over
since Thursday, when the
village warned that children and pregnant women
shouldn’t drink the tap
water. A standing-roomonly crowd filled a council
meeting Monday night, demanding answers and action.
The mayor told one
mother whose son showed
elevated lead levels that it
was too early to blame the
water entirely, prompting a
chorus of jeers.
“They need to fix the
problem,” Tonya Ludt said
while picking up water
Tuesday. “Forget about the
finger-pointing and blaming. Fix it.”
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Hires stars in CBS’ Rush Hour series
By Kam Williams
Mississippi Link Newswire
Justin Hires is a very talented
actor, comedian, storyteller,
dancer, video jockey and writer
who will next be seen playing
Detective Carter in the CBSTV action-comedy series “Rush
Hour,” based on the buddy films
co-starring Chris Tucker and
Jackie Chan. The versatile entertainer has been an ensemble cast
member on the sketch comedy
series “Key & Peele,” and he’s
also appeared in the box-office
hit 21 Jump Street alongside Jonah Hill and Channing Tatum,
Justin was born in St. Petersburg, Florida where he was
raised by a couple of very supportive parents. Even as a young
child, he exhibited a knack for
making others laugh.
While attending Clark Atlanta University, Justin was cast
in two feature films: Stomp the
Yard and The Gospel. He was
subsequently hired by MTV as
a VJ on their college network,
mtvU.
Justin moved to Hollywood
after receiving his Bachelor of
Arts degree in Mass Media Radio, TV, and Film. In L.A., he
started doing stand-up in comedy clubs, and began landing a
variety of television and film
roles, while accumulating over
13 million views of his personal
sketches online.
Here, the rising young star
talks about “Rush Hour” which
is set to premiere on CBS on
March 31st at 10 pm ET/PT.
(Check local listings)
Kam Williams: Hi Justin,
thanks for the interview.
Justin Hires: Thanks for having me, Kam.
KW: I told my readers I’d be
interviewing you, so I’ll be mixing their questions in with mine.
JH: Sounds exciting…
KW: Congratulations on landing the lead in Rush Hour. Were
you a fan of the film franchise?
JH: Absolutely! I grew up
watching and studying those

You may have seen Justin Hires
in films such as Stomp The Yard
and 21 Jump Street. His character
in Rush Hour will elicit quite a few
laughs with his blunt remarks
and no-holds-barred one-liners.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CBS

films. I’ve always been a huge
fan of martial arts and comedy,
so Rush Hour was the perfect
combination for me.
KW: The trailer looks a lot
like the first movie. How will the
show be similar and how will it
be different?
JH: The pilot episode is a reboot of the original Rush Hour.
So, there are some similarities
there. However, all the episodes
after that, 13 episodes in total,
tell completely new and exciting stories that are not connected
with the Rush Hour films, at all.
KW: I think the key to the success of the film franchise was the
chemistry between Chris Tucker
and Jackie Chan. How did you
and John Foo go about trying to
regenerate that magic?
JH: I completely agree. Fortunately, I think Jon Foo and my
chemistry is incredible! Foo is a
genuine introvert and I’m a genuine extrovert. We’re the perfect
ying and yang, on and off camera.
KW: Editor/Legist Patricia
Turnier asks: How did you prepare to play Detective James
Carter? Did you get any advice
from Chris Tucker?
JH: I’ve been doing standup for a strong 8 years and I’ve
been the class clown my entire

life, all of which prepared me for
a role of this magnitude. Also,
I watched all those buddy cop
movies again: 48 Hours, Lethal
Weapon, Bad Boys, etcetera.
I didn’t get any advice from
Tucker, but I assume his advice
would’ve been, “Have fun and
be funny!”
KW: Patricia also says: You
are an actor, writer and comedian. Which of those endeavors
is your favorite?
JH: I honestly love all three
equally. Each of those have
played a part in getting me to
where I’m at in my career right
now.
KW: Patricia has another follow-up: Who is your favorite comedian, and do you have a topic
you won’t touch in a stand-up
routine?
JH: Richard Pryor is the Godfather of Comedy. Eddie Murphy
is the King. Martin Lawrence is
my favorite. Chris Rock is the
best. Dave Chappelle is a genius.
Bernie Mac is the funniest. I’m
a comedy nerd. And… rape is
typically never funny.
KW: Sangeetha Subramanian
says: Justin, is comedy like writing where an idea just pops in
your mind at any given time? If
so, what was the strangest occasion on which a joke came to
you?
JH: That’s a pretty accurate
insight, Sangeetha. A funny idea
might pop up in your head or
you may see something that you
think is funny – then you go to
a comedy club, say that thought
out loud, and see if everyone else
finds it funny as well. Some of
my funniest thoughts come to
me while I’m taking a shower.
KW: Is there any question no
one ever asks you, that you wish
someone would?
JH: Do I prefer Coke or Pepsi? My answer depends on which
one wants to give me an endorsement deal one day. [LOL]
KW: AALBC.com founder
Troy Johnson asks: What was
the last book you read?

“DEMOCRACY IN BLACK:
HOW RACE STILL ENSLAVES
THE
AMERICAN
SOUL”
BY EDDIE S. GLAUDE, JR., CROWN PUBLISHERS
HARDCOVER, $26.00 • 286 PAGES
By Kam Williams
Mississippi Link Newswire
“America’s promise has always
rung hollow in the the ears of
African-Americans, but today
the situation has grown even
more dire. From the murders of
black youth by the police to the
dismantling of the Voting Rights
Act to the disaster visited upon
poor and middle-class black
families by the Great Recession, it
is clear that black America faces an
emergency...
Democracy in Black is Eddie S.
Glaude Jr.’s impassioned response.
Part manifesto, part history, part
memoir, it argues that we live in a
country founded on a ‘value gap’–
with white lives valued more than
others …
Whether discussing why all
Americans have racial habits that
reinforce inequality, why black
politics based on the civil rights
era have reached a dead end, or
why only remaking democracy
from the ground up can bring
real change, Glaude crystallizes
the untenable position of black
America – and offers thoughts on
a better way forward.”
– Excerpted from the Bookjacket
Because the Founding Fathers
saw fit to weave slavery right
into the very fabric of the nation
via the Constitution, many a
historian has seen fit to refer to
that evil institution as America’s
original
sin.
Unfortunately,
inequality between black and
white has somehow persisted
way past emancipation, despite
pronouncements by political
pundits that the election of the first
black President had issued in a
promising, post-racial era.

Glaude
That is the contention of
Princeton Professor Eddie Glaude
who argues that the fundamental
notion that “all men are created
equal” was perverted ab initio by
the fact that some were always
valued less than others in the U.S.
because of the color of their skin.
In his new book, Democracy in
Black, he indicts a malingering
white supremacy that he sees as
standing between blacks and the
proverbial American Dream.
Instead of improving race
relations, the author believes that
Barack Obama’s ascension to
the presidency has only served
to embolden bigots. As proof, he
points to “the increase in explicit
racism” reflected in “the deaths of
Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown,
Sandra Bland, and so many
others.”
Glaude also talks about the
widening wealth gap between
blacks and whites which has left
the African-American community
devastated. Home foreclosures,
poverty and an astronomical
unemployment rate are just a few

of the host of woes visited upon the
‘hood.
In allocating blame, the author places a fair share of it on
the shoulders of the President,
whom he refers to as a confidence
man. “In 2008 and again in 2012,
Obama sold black America the
snake oil of hope and change,” he
laments. Glaude is just as disappointed with those liberal black
politicians who “refused to criticize the President” out of fear of
appearing disloyal.
The upshot, he concludes, is that
black America is far worse off now
than before November of 2008,
and that the solution resides in a
grassroots uprising independent
of “the confidence men and their
false hopes.” That being said,
in spite of the dire data, Glaude
maintains an abiding faith that we
are going to transform this nation
via a revolution of value.
To order a copy of Democracy
in Black, visit: http://www.
amazon.com/exec/obidos/
ASIN/0804137412/ref%3dnosim/
thslfofire-20.

JH: Who knows? I’ve just
been reading 60-page Rush Hour
scripts every week for the last 6
months.
KW: What is your favorite
dish to cook?
JH: Fried chicken and roasted
potatoes. Yep, the myth is true –
I do, indeed, love fried chicken.
KW: Ling-Ju Yen asks: What is
your earliest childhood memory?
JH: Either telling my first
joke in pre-school that got a
huge laugh, or my mom rocking
me to sleep in her rocking chair.
KW: Sherry Gillam would
like to know what is the most
important life lesson you’ve
learned so far?
JH: Fear will keep you from
accomplishing your dreams.
KW: The Viola Davis question: What’s the biggest difference between who you are at
home as opposed to the person
we see on the red carpet?
JH: I’m really quiet at home. I
don’t speak that much. However,
when I’m in public, I make sure
to speak to everyone.
KW: When you look in the
mirror, what do you see?
JH: Someone trying to
achieve greatness.
KW: What’s the craziest thing
you’ve ever done?
JH: I turned down a contract
with a major network in New
York my senior year of college
in order to move to Los Angeles
and pursue my acting career. But
so far it’s working out.
KW: If you could have one
wish instantly granted, what
would that be for?
JH: The power of mind control. I’d be able to get pretty
much everything I wanted.
KW: What is your guiltiest
pleasure?
JH: Watching “Love & Hip
Hop.”
KW: The “Realtor to the
Stars” Jimmy Bayan’s question:
What would be your dream locale to live in Los Angeles?
JH: Either Malibu or Calabasas.

KW: Harriet Pakula-Teweles
asks: With so many classic films
being redone, is there a remake
you’d like to star in?
JH: One of the reasons I
started acting was to re-make
The Karate Kid, but Jaden Smith
beat me to it.
KW: Larry Greenberg asks:
Do you have a favorite movie
monster?
JH: Dracula.
KW: The Judyth Piazza question: What key quality do you

believe all successful people
share?
JH: Being fearless.
KW: What advice do you
have for anyone who wants to
follow in your footsteps?
JH: Do your homework,
study the craft, believe in yourself, and out-work everyone.
KW: The Tavis Smiley question: How do you want to be remembered?
JH: He did what many
thought was impossible.

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Siamese
5. Afloat
9. Head projection
10. Boa
11. Great
12. Ditto (2 wds.)
13. Woman with snake hair
15. Flurry
16. British noble title
18. Clichés
21. Pastor (abbr.)
22. Hymn book
26. Sporty car brand
28. State
29. Thailand’s Peninsula
30. Onto
31. Lovers quarrel
32. Alloy

DOWN
1. Not us
2. Expect
3. Dry
4. Nightmare
5. Expert
6. Devil
7. Eat away
8. In progress
10. Insincere
14. Strut
17. Metal
18. Rail cars
19. Summary
20. Screamer’s throat dangler
23. No
24. Truant
25. Alight
27. Gnawer
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

ENTERTAINMENT
www.mississippilink.com

JANUARY 28 - FEBRUARY 3, 2016

Parker’s ‘The Birth of a Nation’
a powerful achievement

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 19

Sullivan discusses fear,
Grammy nods, race, music

By Melanie J. Sims
Associated Press

Actor Nate Parker took a break from his Hollywood career to create, direct and star in the film ‘The Birth
of a Nation,’ which tells the story of Nat Turner. PHOTO BY ELLIOT DAVIS COURTESY OF SUNDANCE INSTITUTE
By Sandy Cohen
AP Entertainment Writer
PARK CITY, Utah – Nate Parker left a successful Hollywood acting career behind to make the
movie that mattered most to him.
It took seven years for Parker to bring the story
of slave rebellion leader Nat Turner to the screen.
“The Birth of a Nation” premiered Monday at the
Sundance Film Festival.
“I’ve poured everything that I am into making
it,” the writer/director/actor/producer said following an uproarious standing ovation. “I made this
film for one reason, with hope of creating change
agents, that people could watch this film and be
affected.”
Turner was a slave who taught himself to
read and became a preacher, bringing profits to
his owner as he delivered God’s word to slaves
throughout the state. But those travels showed
him such injustice and cruelty that he had to act,
and he led a violent rebellion that wiped out 60
slave owners.
“The Birth of a Nation” is a beautiful, painful and powerful film that juxtaposes pastoral
settings with inhumane violence. Elliot Davis’
cinematography captures the ethereal natural settings of the American south and the heartbreaking
brutality of slavery.
It introduces Nat Turner as a precocious boy
who was deemed a leader by his African elders
but who grew up a prisoner of slave owners in
Virginia. A kindly white woman recognized his
intelligence and introduced him to the Bible, and
Turner was a believer. He preached and believed,

ultimately deciding that God’s word justified
bondage as much as it did freedom, and he preferred the latter.
Parker embodies Turner’s compassion and
heart, on both sides of the camera. As Turner, his
eyes communicate a deep understanding of human nature. As the writer, director and producer
of the film, he channels that understanding into a
moving work of art.
He said he wanted to create “a healing mechanism for America.”
“We have to look at slavery and the layered system that it was, because then it will be a lot easier
to accept the fact that the remnants or legacy of
it could be affecting us now,” he said. “Without
honest confrontation, there is no healing. Slavery
was an injury that was inflicted upon people of
color in our country, and the more we ignore it,
the more those wounds will seep and our children
will be dealing with it, and their children will be
dealing with it.”
The film was difficult to make, Parker said, and
not just because of the painful roles for both black
and white actors.
“Anytime we’re dealing with our history, specifically with slavery, I’ve found it’s been desperately sanitized, so there’s a resistance to dealing
with this material,” Parker said. “The original
D.W. Griffiths, the original ‘Birth of A Nation,’
was the foundation of our industry. We’re built on
sand in this industry. We just are. And if we don’t
give it attention, we’re going to have these issues,
this racist infrastructure that we’re going to have
to deal with from generation to generation.”

Search the name Jazmine Sullivan online, and
you’re likely to find the name of another powerful
vocalist-slash-songwriter: Adele. There are Twitter pleas for collaborations between the two, yearend lists including them both, and perhaps, more
often, think pieces that end in questions about why
Sullivan doesn’t get as much appreciation as her
peer from across the pond.
The theories vary, but many point the finger at
race – an undervaluing of R&B by black artists,
and the overvaluing of white singers, from Sam
Smith to Justin Timberlake. Whatever the case,
Sullivan is aware of the discussions, on and off
the Web, but she doesn’t spend too much time
thinking about it.
“I guess I’m glad that people are recognizing me
in some way, and kind of see there’s a little injustice in how black soul artists are received,” Sullivan said in a recent interview. “But, at the same
time, I try not to focus so much on the negativity.”
Sullivan feels supported – on tour, on Twitter
and beyond – by her fans. “I think it’s just a matter
of making myself known to more people. I think
it’s about spreading Jazmine Sullivan’s brand,
I guess, to more people,” she said. She keeps an
“attitude of appreciation,” happy to be able to do
what she loves. And while the people who listen
to her “may not be as many people (who) listen to
Adele, there are people who are listening. There
are people who appreciate me. There are people
who love my music.”
Those “people” include the Recording Academy. The collective nominated Sullivan’s 2015 release, “Reality Show,” for three awards, including
best R&B album. Her single “Let It Burn” earned
nods for best R&B song and best traditional R&B
performance, where her competition includes
Faith Evan’s “He Is,” a song Sullivan co-wrote.
“I work really hard on my music,” said Sullivan,
who has earned 11 Grammy nominations since
releasing her 2008 debut, but, so far, has come up
empty-handed. “They acknowledge the effort and
hopefully I’ll take it home one day.”
“Reality Show,” Sullivan’s third album, came
five years after she released 2010’s “Love Me
Back.” But putting together an album was only
half the battle for the singer; stepping back in the

Sullivan
spotlight was tough, too.
There was the matter of explaining in interviews
why she had been away in the first place.
“It was definitely hard to open up, and then to
open up about something like physical abuse and
mental abuse – that was even harder,” Sullivan
said. “That was a lot of the fear, and kind of just
being ashamed, and having to relive it, talking
about it even.”
Performing scared Sullivan, too. “I guess you
kind of lose your confidence. Kind of lose your
mojo, and you have to gain that back,” she said.
Packed houses gave the Philadelphia-born
singer – who has written for Mary J. Blige,
Jennifer Hudson, Fantasia, Monica and Tamia – a
boost of confidence.
“The tours were sold out and I just felt so much
love,” said Sullivan. “I don’t get too much into album sales and anything like that. What I do tend
to do is, if I go to a show, and it’s sold out, and if
people are singing the lyrics to the songs, that’s the
kind of stuff that makes what I do so great.”
The Grammy Awards will air live Feb. 15 from
the Staples Center in Los Angeles.
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piggly wiggly
January 27 - February 2, 2016

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE BEEF

FAMILY PACK FRESH

BONELESS
SHOULDER ROAST
$ 99

2

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FAMILY PACK FRESH

SIRLION
PORK CHOPS
$ 00

FRYER
DRUMSTICKS
¢

1

PER LB.

89

PER LB.

FROZEN ST. LOUIS

PER LB.

SAVE ON

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

SMALL CUT
PORK RIBS

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

$ 99

$ 19

$ 49

4

3

PER LB.

SAVE ON

2

PER LB.

/5

TENDER BEEF

BONELESS
FRYER BREAST

BONELESS
STEW MEAT

$ 49

$ 99

2

15 OZ. PACK

3

PER LB.

2 $

SAVE ON

PER LB.

LUCKY LEAF

SELECT

MC KENZIE'S
CHUB CORN

BETTY CROCKER
BROWNIES

$ 00

$ 00

APPLE
JUICE

1

1

/3

18.3 - 20.5 OZ.

16 - 20 OZ.

64 OZ.

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH SWEET MELLOW

/5

RIPE

/6

2 $
FRESH BROCCOLI

16.5 OZ. .

ASSORTED

YOPLAIT
2$
YOGURT
........................................

/1

8 OZ.

SAVE ON

SUNNY D
2$
PUNCH
....................................

/6
CREAM CHEESE 2/$3
128 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

8 OZ. .......................................

3
2$
/5

ASSORTED

FRESH RUSSET

$ 00

$ 00

2 $

2

COOKIE
CHUB
....................................

24 - 35 OZ.

POTATOES

1

/1
2$
/5
2$

BISCUITS
..................................

CROWNS
POUND

PILLSBURY

MARY B'S FROZEN

AVOCADOS
EACH

BUTTER FLAVOR, TEXAS STYLE, 5 CT. .....

10 - 24.6 OZ.

4 LB. BAG

2 $

BISCUITS

MRS. PAUL'S
FISH ................................$ 99

ORANGES

EACH

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SELECT FROZEN

CALIFORNIA NAVEL

CANTALOUPES

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

FRESH

BALL PARK
HOT DOGS

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

/3
4 LB. BAG

EGGO
$ 00
WAFFLES
............................
10.75 - 11.6 OZ.

2

ASSORTED

TONY'S
PIZZA ............................ $ 00
18.9 - 20.46 OZ.

2

