
Candidate Marshand Crisler 
said, “District 28 is all Jackson,” 
as he and the other five candidates 
out of nine who came to meet the 
public and be questioned on their 
positions on many topics Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, at New Horizon Church 
International.

Present among the candidates 
were Cindy Ayers-Elliott, Sollie B. 
Norwood, James “Jimmy” Stewart, 
Tommy L. Wallace II, Cassandra 
Welchlin, and Marshand Crisler. 
Absent at the forum were candi-

dates Tamarra Grace Butler, Anto-
nio Porter and Kathy L. Sykes.

Moderator was June Hardwick 
of New Horizon. The questions 
ranged from how the capital city of 
Jackson is funded (or the lack there-
of) from the state to charter schools 
and the attempts to close the only 
abortion clinic in the state of Mis-
sissippi. There were the issues of 
housing, welfare and child care. 

As all six present candidates 
stated their objection to advancing 
charter schools in the state, Robin 
Jackson of Jackson State Univer-

The daughter of Myrlie Evers 
and civil rights leader Medgar 
Evers, Reena Evers-Everette, 
spoke at the 44th Annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 
Convocation at Jackson State 
University’s Margaret Walker 
Center program held in the Rose 
Embly McCoy Auditorium, Fri-
day, Jan.18.

Evers-Everette spoke about the 
importance of serving and uplift-
ing the community. She said that 
it was important to keep alive the 
dream of people like her father, 
Malcolm X and Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Though the program 
was to honor the legacy of Dr. 
King, Evers-Everette also talked 
about the servant of the commu-
nity - her father. This was befit-
ting because this year marked 50 
years since Evers’ death.

“Everyone can be great be-
cause everyone can serve,” was 

King’s famous 
quote that Evers-
Everette used in 
her speech. It was 
the motto that she 
thought people 
should go by. She 
said people should 
honor the servants 
of the community, 
which was the 
reason for the oc-
casion.

Destin J. Ben-
ford, a 20-year-
old speech communication major 
at Jackson State University from 
Parchman, Miss., believed that 
people should not only follow the 
footsteps of these pioneers, but 
that they should also create their 
own legacies.

Alice Lewis, advisory board 
member for the Margaret Walker 
Center at Jackson State presid-
ed over the program. She was 
pleased with the way Evers-

Everette connected her father to 
King. “Our students and many 
other people needed to hear that,” 
Lewis said.

Evers-Everette let the audience 
know more about who her father 
was. She talked about his impact 
not only in her life but in the lives 
of others during the civil rights 

Mississippi State University President Mark E. Keenum, left, conferred 
“Honorary Bulldog” status on Mississippi Adjutant Gen. Augustus 
L. Collins, right, speaker for MSU’s annual community Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day Unity breakfast. The General’s wife, Debra Collins, center, 
attended along with hundreds more.  PHOTO By LEILANI SALTER

Reena Evers-Everette

Robin Jackson
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Mississippi’s own Myrlie 
Evers-Williams, 79, widow of 
slain Mississippi civil rights 
leader Medgar Evers was the 
first woman and first layperson 
to give the invocation at a presi-
dential inauguration. She did so 
on Monday, Jan. 21, 2013 at the 
request of President Obama’s 
inauguration planning commit-
tee.

Evers-Williams, as an Af-
rican American, also called 
upon those unique historical 
references that her experiences 
would engender – this marking 
the 150 years since the Eman-
cipation Proclamation and 50 
years since Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s March on Washing-
ton.

“One hundred and fifty years 
after the Emancipation Procla-
mation and 50 years after the 

March on Washington, we cele-
brate the spirit of our ancestors, 
which has allowed us to move 
from a nation of unborn hopes 
and a history of disenfranchised 
votes to today’s expression of a 
more perfect union.”

“We are here to ask for bless-
ings…, blessings upon all of 
us,” said Evers-Williams. “We 
celebrate the spirit of our ances-
tors.” She continued, “You gave 
us the spirit, supplying Your 
Grace. We now stand beneath 

the shadow of the nation’s capi-
tal – golden dome reflects the 
unity and democracy of one na-
tion.”

When he went to Officer Can-
didate School, he was the only 
African-American in his class, 
and that in great measure gave 
Mississippi Adjutant Gen. Augus-
tus L. Collins the determination to 
succeed.

When he was appointed in ear-
ly 2012 to the top position in Mis-
sissippi’s National Guard, he told 
a reporter that being an African-

American from a hard-working 
family fostered that determina-
tion.

Collins, the featured speaker 
at Mississippi State University’s 
(MSU) community Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day Unity breakfast, has 
been a pioneer in breaking bar-
riers for blacks in the Magnolia 
State. He was the first African-

Myrlie Evers-Williams

King celebration message 
at JSU’s Margaret Walker 
Center: make your 
community service count

Myrlie Evers-
Williams makes 
history at Obama’s 
second inauguration

Dr. King the bridge 
builder celebrated 
at MSU along with 
Mississippi Adjutant 
Gen. Augustus L. Collins 

MSU
Continued on page 6

Invocation
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Nine candidates vie for District 
28 Mississippi Senate seat 

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

“District 28 is all Jackson”

First woman, first layperson to deliver invocation

District 28
Continued on page 6

JSU
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Six of nine candidates for District 28 answered questions at Forum held at New Horizon Church.

By Leah Barbour 
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Dominique Triplett
Special to The Mississippi Link

Congratulations on
President Barack Obama’s 

2nd Inauguration
2013

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church holds 9th Annual Press Breakfast

Pastor Michael T. Williams, seated center, welcomed the media along with leaders of the vari-
ous Ministries of the church.
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On this, the 30th Anniversary of the Martin 
Luther King Holiday, let us keep his dream 
alive by remembering one of his favorite pre-
cepts, “A nation or civilization that continues 
to produce soft-minded men purchases its own 
spiritual death on an installment plan.”
-- Strength to Love (1963)

I challenge each of us to protect our public 
schools by encouraging the Legislature to fully 
fund our public school systems. I pledge to be a 
STRONG voice for education! Remember to go 
out and vote Feb. 5th!

Mississippi Film Office 
celebrates 40th anniversary

The Mississippi Film 
Office celebrated its 
40th anniversary with 
a special birthday cake 
celebration in the rotunda 
of the Mississippi State 
Capitol, as Governor 
Phil Bryant signed a 
proclamation declaring 
Jan. 17  “Mississippi Film 

Day.” The state boasts 
one of the five oldest film commissions in the world.

The award film, “The Help,” was one of the many films 
shot in Mississippi. Written by Jackson-native Kathryn 
Stockett, The Help starred Viola Davis and Octavia Spencer.

The Mississippi Film Office, part of the Mississippi 
Development Authority’s Tourism Division, has been an 
integral part of the state’s economic development and tourism 
efforts since 1973. In addition to recruiting film projects to 
the state, the film office provides location scouting, logistical 
guidance and research services. 

Through grants and other support, the film office sponsors 
film festivals and educational seminars, both in state and out 
of state. The Mississippi Film Incentive program is one of the 
most competitive in the country.

With the support of the Mississippi Film Office, more 
than 50 films, 21 television movies, 26 documentaries, two 
television series, dozens of episodes of television programs, 
countless short films and hundreds of commercials and 
music videos have been filmed in Mississippi.

Ward Emling, manager of MDA Tourism’s Bureau of 
Film and Cultural Heritage, noted, “The film industry’s … 
economic impact is widespread through the community. It 
creates jobs. It spurs community development. It provides 
global exposure for our state. 

“Films produced in Mississippi have not only presented the 
work of Mississippi writers and highlighted the contributions 
of notable Mississippians, but these projects have brought 
some of the world’s greatest actors and directors to the 
state.”

In 2011, Hinds Community College introduced its film 
and video technology program. The program is part of the 
state’s efforts to build Mississippi’s film industry workforce. 
Graduates will be qualified to work on feature films, television 
commercials, music videos, documentaries and Internet 
multimedia projects.

The 2011 opening of the updated and enhanced 
Mississippi Film Studios at Canton provided the state’s 
first purpose-built production facility. The complex sits on 
31 secure acres with a massive 36,000-square foot stage, 
which has 40’ clearance to the ceiling.

In 2011, the Mississippi State Legislature passed new 
legislation to increase the film rebate to 25 percent for 
qualified local spend and non-resident cast and crew payroll 
and to 30 percent for Mississippi resident cast and crew 
payroll. 

Inmate to plead guilty in deadly prison riot
(AP) One guard was killed and 20 

people were injured in the May 20, 
2012, riot at the privately-run Adams 
County Correctional Facility in Natchez, 
which holds illegal immigrants convicted 
of crimes in the U.S. Now an inmate 
will plead guilty to participating in the 
deadly prison riot, federal court records 
said, which resulted in the death of 
correctional officer Catln Carithers, who 

was beaten to death.
A filing Friday, Jan. 18, 2013, in U.S. District Court in Natchez 

said Yoany Oriel Serrano-Bejarano planned to change his plea to 
guilty. A complaint filed by an FBI agent said Serrano-Bejarano 
assaulted a guard and helped other inmates climb onto the roof 
of a building where correction officer Catlin Carithers was beaten 
to death.

“Serrano-Bejarano has been identified as one of the inmates 
who held the food carts so the inmates could access the roof,” 
according to the affidavit. The court documents also said that 
Serrano-Bejarano assaulted a different guard, was seen with a 
prison guard’s radio, and destroyed cameras and windows.

At least one other inmate has pleaded guilty in the case. Juan 
Lopez-Fuentes pleaded guilty to participating in the riot during a 
hearing Aug. 27, 2012, in U.S. District Court in Natchez. Lopez-
Fuentes was sentenced to more than three years.

Court records said the prisoners were angry about their 
treatment the day the riot erupted. The prison holds nearly 2,500 
illegal immigrants, most of them convicted on charges of coming 
back to the U.S. after being deported. The prison is owned by 
Nashville, Tenn.-based Corrections Corporation of America, one of 
the nation’s largest private prison companies.

Man charged with killing pregnant girlfriend
A 50-year-old 

Jackson man was 
charged with two counts 
of murder after he 
allegedly strangled his 
pregnant girlfriend killing 
her and her unborn 
child. Ben Hawkins 

was arrested on Jan. 17, 
2013, after police said he reportedly killed 31-year-old Darlene Day.  
He was being held without bond. 

Jackson Police Officer Colendula Green said officers responded 
to a residence in the 2000 block of Teresa Drive on Jan. 11, in 
reference to an “unresponsive individual.” When officers arrived, 
they discovered Day in the home. She was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

Pending the investigation, Green said many details about the 
case could not be released, but Hinds County Coroner Sharon 
Grisham-Stewart confirmed that Day was in the third trimester or 
seven to nine months pregnant at the time of her death. Police 
would not release if Hawkins was the father of the child.

Green said Hawkins and Day were dating and lived together.

The Monica Land Report
from around the state

The Help stars Viola Davis 
(left) and Octavia Spencer.

Correctional 
officer Carithers

Hawkins (right) and 
girlfriend Day.
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The National Black Lead-
ership Commission on AIDS 
(NBLCA) has been present-
ing a series of town hall 
meetings with experts and 
community partners in the 
cities hit hardest by HIV/
AIDS.

Jackson is the seventh 
town hall meeting planned 
for Tuesday, Jan. 29, at 6 
p.m. The meeting is free and 
open to the public and will 
be held at the Jackson Medi-
cal Mall, 350 W. Woodrow 
Wilson Avenue.

According to NBLCA, the 
South is at the epicenter of 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
the U.S., and African Ameri-
cans and Latinos are dispro-
portionately affected.

The community town hall 
meeting is themed “Turning 
the Tide Together: Address-
ing HIV/AIDS and Health 
Disparities in Black Com-
munities.”

The meetings are planned 

to bring together policy 
makers, faith and civic lead-
ers, public health experts, 
and the HIV-affected com-
munity to discuss ways to 
more effectively address and 
develop national and local 
responses to HIV/AIDS and 
related health disparities, 
in light of the most recent 
scientific knowledge and re-
search. 

Topics to be discussed are: 
• Treatment as Prevention 
• Pre-Exposure Prophy-

laxis (PreP)
• Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act 
A community response 

panel from local organiza-
tions will follow. The docu-
mentary, “Many Women, 
One Voice: African Ameri-
can Women & HIV” will be 
shown.

Meetings have been held 
in New York City, NY; De-
troit, MI; Washington, DC; 
Tampa, FL; Dallas, TX; 
Atlanta, GA; Buffalo, NY 

These are considered the 
“hot spots” for HIV/AIDS 
where the black community 
is disproportionately affect-
ed. The series will conclude 
in New Orleans, LA, in Feb-
ruary, 2013.

“Recent scientific advanc-
es and new policies can help 
to stem the high rate of HIV 
infection in African Ameri-
can communities, which 
have been ravaged for so 
long by the spread of the vi-
rus,” said NBLCA President 
C. Virginia Fields.

“These exciting develop-
ments represent our best 
chance to end the epidemic, 
but the greatest challenge we 
face is determining how Af-
rican Americans can move 
forward as a community to 
achieve that goal.

“Our town hall meetings 
around the country engage 
the broader community in 
developing decisive action 
plans to turn the tide of HIV, 
together.”

Jackson town hall meeting 
to examine new science and 
policies to “turn the tide of HIV/
AIDS” in black communities
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Services to the public
College Planning Night to help locals pursue higher education
Are you college ready? Do you want to go back to school and get a degree? Are you a high school senior? Are you a parent 
who wants more information about higher education for your child? Then “College Planning Night” is for you.
Featured colleges will be on hand Monday, Jan. 28, 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Annie T. Jeffers Library, 111 W. Madison St., Bolton, 
MS, 39041. 

Colleges scheduled to have representative talk about planning and paying for college are: ITT Technical, Delta Technical Col-
lege, Jackson State University, Tougaloo College and Hinds Community College. 
Specific topics to be covered are: the ACT, Federal and Mississippi Financial Aid and scholarship searches. 
For more information, call 601-866-4247.

CCI Greenheart looking for Mississippi host families
CCI Greenheart, a non-profit organization, is looking to place exchange students for the upcoming school year starting in August 2013. 
This is an opportunity to provide an enriching experience for a local family and impact the community by becoming a host family. 
CCI Greenheart is looking for families to host international high school exchange students. Each student is fully insured, brings 
spending money and wants to be active in family life. 
For more information, contact Melissa Taylor at 662-417-2728.

February 5, 2013

VOTE
For A “Yellow Dog” Democrat

James “Jimmy”

Stewart
Senate District 28

I pledge to be your voice in the legislature, to always 
work for you, to be available to you so that you can 

voice your concerns, issues, and opinions. I will 
advocate and support those issues, concerns, and 

opinions in the legislature. I promise your voice will be 
heard and I will work for you in Senate District 28.

PSA
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(AP) Volunteers marked the 
national holiday, Monday, Jan. 
21,  for slain civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. with ser-
vice projects in Mississippi’s 
state capital, engaging in com-
munity cleanup work and do-
nating items to a soup kitchen. 
Others marched in parades 
around the state.

Students from the Jackson 
Appreciation Club and Bel-
haven College said the day 
of service follows Dr. King’s 
teachings. “He was active in the 
community, so it’s up to us to 
be active in the community as 
well and do something posi-
tive,” said Kehinde Gaynor, of 
the Jackson Appreciation Club.

Jackson officials also marked 
the occasion with the presenta-
tion of canned food, personal 
care items and approximately 
$15,000 in donated clothing to 
Stewpot Community Services, 
which runs a community soup 
kitchen.

“City of Jackson employ-
ees decided this year that they 
would try to make a difference 
in the lives of the people who 
are being served at Stewpot 
Community Services,” Mayor 
Harvey Johnson said. “So we 
collected about 1,000 canned 
goods and put together 250 care 
packages with toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, lotion and things 
like that, for distribution by 
Stewpot.”

A parade and a “Battle of the 
Bands” was part of the celebra-
tion in the Biloxi area. At the 

Mississippi Coast Coliseum 
more than 10,000 people turned 
out for the event. The parade 
and Battle of the Bands this 
year featured eight bands from 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Ala-
bama.

Six-year-old drum major Eli-
sha Murphy was a big hit with 
the crowd as he danced ahead 
of The Master’s Touch All-Star 
Drum Line from Destrehan, 
LA. 

The Meridian-Lauderdale 
County NAACP hosted its 

annual salute to King with a 
breakfast meeting focusing on 
young people. The theme was 
“The Product of the Dream: 
The Promise, the Power, the 
People.” 

At the beginning of the week-
end, Saturday, Jan. 19, the 31st 
Annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day Parade kicked off in Jack-
son at Martin Luther King Jr. 
Drive and Medgar Evers Bou-
levard, along with ceremonies 
at Jackson State University. See 
reports on pages 1 and 17.

WHITFIELD - Mississippi 
State Hospital recently honored 
employees with January anni-
versary dates for their years of 
service. Several employees were 
honored for providing more than 
two decades of service to the hos-
pital.

Charles Stevens of Pearl and 
Carnelia McAllister of Ludlow 
were both recognized for provid-
ing 30 years of service.  Stevens 
is a member of the MSH Campus 
Police Department and McAllis-
ter is a social work supervisor at 
the hospital. 

Also recognized was Debbie 
Jenkins of Pearl who has worked 
at Mississippi State Hospital for 
20 years. She is a mental health 
technician at the hospital. 

Service Awards are given to 
employees in the month of their 
date of hire, beginning with one 
year and followed by every fifth 
anniversary year. Employees re-
ceive a Certificate of Apprecia-
tion and a Service Award Pin. The 
program is sponsored by Friends 
of Mississippi State Hospital Inc.

MSH, a program of the Mis-
sissippi Department of Mental 
Health, was founded in 1855 and 
facilitates improvement in the 
quality of life for Mississippians 
who are in need of mental health, 
chemical dependency or nursing 
home services by rehabilitating to 
the least restrictive environment 
and utilizing a range of psychiat-
ric and medical services that re-
flect the accepted standard of care 
and are in compliance with statu-
tory and regulatory guidelines. 
The hospital is accredited by the 
Joint Commission.

Ceremonies 
throughout state 
honored King Day in 
service to others

Mississippi State Hospital 
honors employees with 
decades of service

King Memorial
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V. Lynn Evans, a native of 
Anguilla, Mississippi (Sharkey 
County), was nominated by 
President Barack Obama and 
confirmed by the United States 
Senate to serve as a member of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority 
Board of Directors. Evans now 
resides in Memphis, Tenn. She 
is the daughter of Bettie Evans 
and the late King T. Evans.

The confirmation was ap-
proved on New Year’s Day 
of this year before the close 
of the 112th Congress.  “I am 
honored to have been nomi-
nated and confirmed and look 
forward to serving,” Evans 
said. Evans was sworn in on 
Wednesday, Jan. 16, by U.S. 
District Judge John T. Fowl-
kes in the Clifford Davis/Odell 
Horton Federal Building in 
Memphis, before a gathering 
of family and friends. 

The Tennessee Valley Au-
thority is the nation’s largest 
public power provider and a 
corporation of the U.S. gov-
ernment. Its power service ter-
ritory includes most of Tennes-
see and parts of Mississippi, 
Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, 
North Carolina and Virginia, 
covering 80,000 square miles 
and serving more than 9 mil-

lion people.
Congressman Steve Cohen 

(D-TN) said he recommended 
Evans to the President because 
she is a superb accountant with 
extensive public and private 
sector experience. “She is in-
telligent, well respected and 
admired throughout Memphis 
and Tennessee for her dedica-
tion to public service and her 
skills as an accountant. It was 
my pleasure to recommend her 
to President Obama,” Cohen 
said. 

Evans has served on the 
board of commissioners of the 
Memphis Light, Gas and Water 
Division since 2004. She was 
chairman of the board from 
2008 to 2009. She also has 
served on the board of direc-
tors of First Alliance Bank in 
Memphis, since its inception 
in 1988, and is a member of 
the American Institute of Cer-
tified Public Accountants, the 
Black Business Association 
and the National Association 
of Women Business Owners.

She is owner of V. Lynn Ev-
ans CPA of Memphis, a cer-
tified public accounting and 
consulting firm established in 
1983. She graduated in 1975 at 
the top of her class at Jackson 
State with a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in accounting.
The numerous community 

organizations Evans has been 
active in include the RISE 
(Responsibility, Initiative, So-
lutions and Empowerment) 
Foundation, a non-profit orga-
nization that seeks to improve 
the community by providing 
financial literacy tools and in-
centives to help families build 
assets and make better finan-
cial choices; Arts Memphis; 
and as member and former 
chairman of the board of Gov-
ernors, Community Founda-
tion of Greater Memphis. 

Evans is active in the Mem-
phis Chapter of Beta Epsi-
lon Omega chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
and a member of First Baptist 
Church Lauderdale, of Mem-
phis.

For many years, the aver-
age 50-something American 
looked forward to a leisure-
based retirement. But as 
Americans are living longer 
and feeling younger, many 
are finding it necessary to 
remain professionally active 
beyond traditional retire-
ment age - forging new paths 
that supply both money and 
meaning.

“Boomers are opting to 
stay in the game, or better, 
change the game by leaving 
a mark and making a differ-
ence,” says Marci Alboher, 
vice president of Encore.org, 
an organization helping peo-
ple transition to the nonprofit 
world and public sector.

While moving into a new 
kind of work is not always 
quick or easy, some experts 
say that middle-aged Ameri-
cans are well-equipped to 
handle it. “With midlife 
comes a newfound capacity 
to tap into your accumulated 
experience and wisdom to 
accomplish new things you 
may have been unable to do 
earlier,” said Alboher, whose 
new book “The Encore Ca-
reer Handbook,” is a com-
prehensive guide for anyone 
looking to make such a shift.

Whether you’re looking to 
jump right in or make a plan 
first, here are some tips and 
things to consider:

• Your new work may in-
volve a trade-off. You may 
trade money for meaning and 
flexibility. You may trade 
power and influence for the 
chance to work more closely 
with people you can help.

• Transitions will take lon-
ger than you think, so be pa-
tient.

• Be prepared to face age 
discrimination. You can 
counter employer prejudic-
es by ensuring your skills 
are up to snuff, especially 
when it comes to technology. 
Show you understand the job 

market today by having a 
great LinkedIn profile. Con-
sider tailoring your resume 
to show your strengths as an 
adviser and mentor.

• Don’t be discouraged by 
today’s tight job market. The 
nonprofit sector has added 
jobs over the past decade and 
our government’s need for 
highly skilled employees in 
a variety of sectors continues 
to grow. Between now and 
2018, experts say that there 
may be as many as 1.7 mil-
lion jobs available at all lev-
els of government.

• Instead of jobs, think 
about projects. Instead of 
thinking about what you 
want to do forever, think 
about what you want to work 
on for a year or two. Think 
about a series of engaging 

commitments with periodic 
gaps for a personal break, re-
training or travel in between.

• Rarely can you find and 
craft the job opportunity 
you want, simply by apply-
ing to job postings. Create 
your role through network-
ing, volunteering and retool-
ing for a new kind of work. 
Consider going solo as a 
freelancer, consultant or en-
trepreneur.

Don’t approach your mid-
life and beyond with trepida-
tion. With skills, experience 
and care, you can launch a 
successful new career that 
combines your passion with 
a paycheck.

For tips on making the 
most of this chapter of your 
life and work, visit www.en-
core.org.

Mississippi native, JSU top 
grad nominated by Obama, 
confirmed by Senate joins 
board of nation’s largest public 
power provider

Many boomers 
turning their passions  
into new careers
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The 50-something “Baby boomers” forego traditional retirement.

Evans
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era. Medgar Evers was born two 
days before Independence Day. 
Because of this, she felt her father 
must have been destined to look 
and work for freedom. “It was in 
his blood,” Evers-Everette said.

Freedom and equality were 
something that Evers believed in, 

beliefs that made him a great foot 
soldier who helped pave the way 
to bring help to Dr. King. “My fa-
ther and King believed in pulling 
in the community to understand 
that we all had to work together,” 
said Evers-Everette.

“Whether you are licking the 

stamps to go on letters for sup-
port, whether you are knocking 
on doors asking for someone to 
sign a petition, or whether you 
are helping people to escape death 
threats….  Whether it’s five min-
utes or whether it’s eight hours a 
day, make it count.”

MSU
Continued from page 1

American Mississippi National 
Guard general and the first Afri-
can-American to be named state 
adjutant general.

The general said that King’s 
dream has borne great fruit in a 
half-century of dynamic change 
in America, but that civil rights 
leader’s dream “is not complete.” 
“A dream has three parts and 
Dr. King certainly gave us his 
dream,” said Collins. “The sec-
ond part is the initial work that 
sets the dream in motion. Finally, 
there is the follow-up to make 
sure the dream is still viable. If 
not, the dream will die.” Educa-
tion and hard work have been the 
cornerstones of his highly deco-
rated career, he explained. 

Collins praised MSU’s work 
along with Alcorn State Univer-
sity in training Mississippi Na-
tional Guard troops serving in 
Afghanistan in nation-building 
agricultural skills. Noting that he 
remembered King’s life and work 
as that of a “bridge builder,” Col-

lins challenged the large crowd 
gathered for the event: “Will you 
be a bridge builder?”

In addition to Collins’ speech, 
MSU President Mark E. Keenum, 
offered remarks on the impor-
tance of recognizing King’s life 
and impact. “Dr. King didn’t just 
have a dream, he had a vision,” 
said Keenum. “Today, we note 
with pride that Mississippi State 
is the most diverse historically 
white land grant institution in the 
nation.”

Keenum stressed that from the 
“game of change” in 1963 when 
the all-white MSU basketball 
team played an integrated Loyola 
team in the NCAA tournament, 
to the university’s peaceful inte-
gration just two years later with 
its first black student Richard 
Holmes, MSU students, staff and 
teachers have valued and em-
braced diversity and inclusion.

Even though the basketball 
team lost that historic game, the 
university broke the segregation 

barrier then, and the MSU fam-
ily followed suit. Holmes would 
later become a university physi-
cian and the namesake for Hol-
mes Cultural Diversity Center, 
and MSU has become the most 
diverse university in the South-
eastern Conference.

“Diversity and inclusion mat-
ter,” said Keenum. “Mississippi 
State values the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King and seeks to 
build on that legacy not one day a 
year, but every day.” 

As the community celebra-
tion closed, MSU’s Black Voices 
Gospel Choir performed several 
freedom-inspired selections, and 
Rev. Tyrone Stallings of New 
Zion United Methodist Church 
gave the benediction. Hundreds 
of people attended the long-run-
ning community event, sponsored 
both by the city and university for 
close to 20 years.

For more information about 
MSU, visit http://www.msstate.
edu.

JSU
Continued from page 1

Invocation
Continued from page 1

She paid tribute to those laid 
to rest in Arlington cemetery 
approximately four miles away, 
who fought and died for their 
country. Her husband, Medgar 

is buried at Arlngton National 
Cemetery. He served in the 
Navy and has a ship also named 
in his honor.

Evers was gunned down in 

his driveway in June 1963; he 
led boycotts of white businesses 
that discriminated against blacks 
and fought to desegregate the 
University of Mississippi.

District 28
Continued from page 1

sity and it is “Miss Freshman” 
asked, “If charter schools are so 
wrong, then how do we make pub-
lic schools better?” 

As time restraints did not allow 
for all the questions to be posed, at 
the close of the forum Hardwick 

gave homework assignments to 
the citizens in attendance:  research 
how do we increase minority par-
ticipation in state contracts; how do 
we make these candidates account-
able once one is elected; track their 
legislative voting records; what 

about our seniors and veterans; how 
are our representatives affected by 
lobbyists who are sometimes coer-
cive; join an organization – there is 
power in numbers.

District 28 election is Feb. 5, 
2013. 
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OpiniOn

i’ve always 
disliked the way 
Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s birthday 
is often celebrat-
ed. The reasons 
why became even 

clearer to me these past few days, 
as the importance of considering 
King’s life and work was juxta-
posed against three other develop-
ments: the 150th anniversary of 
the Emancipation proclamation; 
the celebration of Barack Obama’s 
second inaugural as president of 
the United States; and the splenet-
ic, knee-jerk resistance of the na-
tional Rifle Association and other 
conservatives to the president’s 
efforts to devise sensible gun-reg-
ulation proposals.

Those events tell me i’m right 
in thinking too many King cer-
emonies indulge too much in the 
simplistic, feel-good rhetoric of 
‘can we all just get along?’ and 
ponder too little why he was so 
widely criticized in the last years 
of his life - not just by the overt 
racists but by White liberals and 
more than a few black politicians 
and colleagues in the civil rights 
leadership as well.

The reason is that King refused 
to temper his increasingly sharp 
criticism of America’s flaws. In-
stead, he became more provoca-
tive in identifying those flaws exis-
tent in the north and West, as well 
as the South. Those were the years 
that the ‘Apostle of Nonviolence’ 
fully took on the mantle of, as Rev. 
Hosea Williams, one of his trusted 
aides, described him, as ‘the mili-
tant of the century.’

i’m sure that, while many in 
pulpits and auditoriums these past 
few days bemoaned the “racial di-
vide” and the “partisan gridlock” 
that are roiling American society, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would 
have been pleased. not pleased 
as in “happy” or “delighted,” but 
because he’d understand that the 
polarization itself is a sign that 

the nation’s “outsider groups” are 
making progress in gaining a full 
measure of their American citizen-
ship.

For example, recall the furious 
response to and the ratcheting up 
of polarization over the Massa-
chusetts Supreme Court’s 2003 
ruling legalizing gay marriage. 
Who would have predicted that by 
2013, albeit still-heated opposition 
from conservatives, public accep-
tance of gay marriage would have 
come so far so fast?

So it was for the 13 brief years 
Martin Luther King Jr. flashed 
across the American landscape. 
Even a cursory reading of media 
headlines from the mid-1950s to 
the late 1960s illuminates how 
widespread the racial polarization 
was. Yet, it’s now clear the opposi-
tion to the Movement was so fierce 
precisely because overt, legalized 
racism was about to fall. The po-
larization was one of the “rainbow 
signs” that a change was going to 
come far more quickly than most 
White Americans expected.

indeed, the Civil Rights Move-
ment underscored that there are 
two different kinds of polariza-
tion. One results from the op-
pression that confines its targets 
to second-class status. Before the 
mid-1960s Black Americans (and 
other Americans of color) had 
been locked in that physical and 
psychological ghetto for, literally, 
centuries. The other kind of polar-
ization, however, comes into be-
ing when the targets of oppression 
start challenging the status quo in 
significant ways.

King and the Movement’s other 
leaders and rank-and-file activists 
understood that securing equal 
rights for Blacks required relent-
lessly, nonviolently upsetting the 
White majority’s comfort with the 
country’s racist laws and customs. 
Their actions compelled the na-
tion, and the world, to juxtapose 
America’s soaring ideals and rhe-
torical commitment to freedom 
for all with its tawdry reality. The 
ensuing polarization led straight to 

the landmark Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965.

Today’s political chatter is satu-
rated with gloomy descriptions of 
and predictions about the fierce 
polarization in the political arena.

Yes, it’s evident that in the wake 
of Obama’s re-election, conserva-
tives have re-committed them-
selves to flooding the state legis-
latures with reactionary measures 
and formenting chaos in the Con-
gress. Yes, it’s critically important 
to not lose sight of the magnitude of 
the challenge: the callous proposals 
to restrict women’s rights to deter-
mine what reproductive choices 
are best for them that conservatives 
are yet again trying to push through 
state legislatures; their resistance to 
pursuing reasonable solutions to the 
crisis of undocumented immigra-
tion; their continuing to try to find 
ways to undermine Blacks’ right to 
vote, to mention just a few.

But we should also realize that 
the president’s re-election not only 
cemented in history his individual 
importance.  it also underscored 
the rise of multicultural America 
as a powerful, progressive voting 
force which enabled Obama to 
overcome the most dangerous re-
actionary threat to democracy the 
country has faced since the Civil 
War. In that regard, America’s 
current polarization is a stark and 
welcomed reminder that we’re still 
fighting for the full measure of our 
rights as Americans - and that, at 
this moment, we’re winning.

So if you happened to be at a 
celebration marking Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s birthday, or an event 
marking the second inauguration of 
president Barack Obama, and some 
of the 1960s civil rights freedom 
songs were sung, you should realize 
that wasn’t an indulgence in nostal-
gia but an acknowledgment of our 
present reality – and responsibility.

Lee A. Daniels is a longtime 
journalist based in new York City. 
His latest book is, Last Chance: 
The political Threat to Black 
America.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

President Obama stands on the 
shoulders of 50 years of history

“You can kill 
a man, but you 
can’t kill an 
idea.” - Slain 
Civil Rights 
leader, Medgar 
Evers

When president Obama took 
the oath of office on Monday, 
Jan. 21, 2013, he was sur-
rounded by an extraordinary 
legacy of 50-year civil rights 
milestones that helped make 
possible his first and second 
inauguration. It was fitting 
that the inaugural invocation 
was delivered on the steps of 
the U.S. Capitol by Myrlie 
Evers-Williams, the widow 
of civil rights hero, Medgar 
Evers. After years of risking 
his life to end discrimination 
against Black Mississippians, 
Evers was felled by an assas-
sin’s bullet in the driveway of 
his home 50 years ago on June 
12, 1963.

Whether serving his country 
as a soldier in World War ii, or 
leading the fight to desegregate 
the University of Mississippi, 
or working to end Jim Crow as 
the state’s first NAACP field 
director, Medgar Evers was a 
fearless, peaceful warrior who 
paved the way for president 
Obama and countless others 
who have been inspired by his 
example. 

An assassin cut short his 
life in 1963, but Myrlie Evers-

Williams went on to devote 
her life, as an NAACP leader 
and civil rights activist, to the 
ideas he fought and died for. 
Medgar Evers, ironically was 
killed on June 12, just hours 
after president John F. Kenne-
dy delivered a nationally tele-
vised speech in support of civil 
rights. president Kennedy, 
himself, was assassinated only 
five months later, 50 years ago, 
on november 22, 1963.

president Obama took the 
oath of office holding a Bible 
belonging to another cham-
pion of civil rights and Ameri-
can democracy - Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Fifty years 
ago, on August 28, 1963, Dr. 
King inspired America and the 
entire world with his “i Have 
a Dream” Speech delivered at 
the Lincoln Memorial in front 
of more than 250,000 people 
during the historic March on 
Washington for Jobs and Free-
dom.

The March was organized 
by Dr. King with help from 
the national Urban League’s 
Whitney M. Young, along 
with A. Philip Randolph of 
the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car porters, James Farmer of 
the Congress of Racial Equal-
ity, John Lewis of the South-
ern non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee, and Roy Wilkins 
of the NAACP. The March on 
Washington was instrumen-
tal in the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Finally, president Obama 

was sworn-in 50 years after 
one of the most horrific events 
of the civil rights era, the 1963 
bombing of Birmingham, 
Alabama’s 16th Street Bap-
tist Church, which resulted in 
the deaths of four little Black 
girls - Addie Mae Collins, 
Carole Robertson and Cynthia 
Wesley, all 14 years old, and 
11-year-old Denise Mcnair.

The Birmingham church 
bombing galvanized the con-
science of the nation and led 
many whites to denounce rac-
ism and its brutal consequenc-
es.

Those four young black 
girls did not die in vain. As Dr. 
King said in his eulogy, their 
deaths, “.…[S]ay to each of 
us, black and white alike, that 
we must substitute courage for 
caution. They say to us that we 
must be concerned not merely 
about who murdered them, 
but about the system, the way 
of life, the philosophy which 
produced the murderers. Their 
death says to us that we must 
work passionately and unre-
lentingly for the realization of 
the American dream.”

 Fifty years later, the United 
States of America’s first black 
president has completed his 
second inauguration.

 Marc H. Morial, former 
mayor of New Orleans, is 
president and CEO of the Na-
tional Urban League.

King’s greatest legacy: seeing 
polarization as progress

Just when you 
think leaders of 
the National Rifle 
Association can’t 
stoop any lower, 
they keep manag-
ing to plunge even 

deeper. This time, they strayed way 
over the line of respectability by 
using Malia and Sasha’s enroll-
ment in Sidwell Friends, a private 
Quaker school, to malign president 
Obama over his proposal to place 
limits on the sale of assault rifles 
and expand background checks.

The NRA ad said: “Are the pres-
ident’s kids more important than 
yours? Then why is he skeptical 
about putting armed security in our 
schools when his kids are protected 
by armed guards at their school? 
Mr. Obama demands the wealthy 
pay their fair share of taxes. But 
he’s just another elitist hypocrite 
when it comes to a fair share of 
security. protection for their kids. 
And gun-free zones for ours.”

White House press Secretary Jay 
Carney was correct when he said 
in a statement:  “Most Americans 
agree that a president’s children 
should not be used as pawns in a 
political fight. But to go so far as to 
make the safety of the president’s 
children the subject of an attack ad 
is repugnant and cowardly.”

new Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, 
a Republican, said: “To talk about 
the president’s children or any pub-
lic officer’s children who have – 
not by their own choice, but by re-
quirement – to have protection and 
use that somehow to make a politi-
cal point i think is reprehensible.”

A second NRA ad, running four-
and-a-half-minutes, tossed in an 
image of nBC newsman David 
Gregory – whose children also at-
tend Sidwell Friends School – for 
good measure. The narrator in that 
ad said, “Armed Guards - good 

enough for the David Gregory’s 
kids’ school, not for the rest of us. 
…[The] school Obama’s daughters 
attend has 11 armed guards.”

not surprisingly, the ad con-
veniently ignores the fact that the 
Secret Service is required to pro-
tect the president’s children. They 
protected Chelsea Clinton and Ju-
lie nixon when they attended the 
school, known as “the Harvard of 
Washington’s private schools.”

Although the original NRA ad 
leaves the impression that it is re-
ferring to Secret Service agents, the 
longer version makes it clear that 
NRA is referencing security guards 
at the school, which has a lower 
school campus in Bethesda, Md. 
and middle and upper schools in 
northwest Washington, D.C.

The Washington post’s Fact 
Checker column awarded the NRA 
ad four pinocchios, representing a 
“whopper” of a lie. The newspa-
per noted, “…the online directory 
for Sidwell Friends lists 11 people 
as working in the Security Depart-
ment.

Five are listed as ‘special police 
officer,’ while two are listed as ‘on 
call special police officer,’ which 
presumably means they do not 
work full-time. The directory also 
lists two weekend shift supervisors, 
one security officer and the chief of 
security.”

“… But we spoke to parents 
who said they had never seen a 
guard on campus with a weapon. 
And Ellis Turner, associate head of 
Sidwell Friends, told us emphati-
cally: ‘Sidwell Friends security of-
ficers do not carry guns.’”

The NRA’s ad claiming that 
president Obama is “skeptical 
about putting armed security in our 
schools” misrepresents his posi-
tion. The clip was taken out of con-
text from this exchange between 
the president and David Gregory 
on nBC’s “Meet the press.”

GREGORY: Should we have an 

armed guard at every school in the 
country? That’s what the NRA be-
lieves. They told me last week that 
that could work.

OBAMA: I’m not going to 
prejudge the recommendations 
that are given to me. i am skepti-
cal that the only answer is putting 
more guns in schools. And I think 
the vast majority of the American 
people are skeptical that that some-
how is going to solve our problem.

Clearly, the president did not 
say he was skeptical about placing 
armed security guards in schools. 
instead, he said that is not “the only 
answer.”

Even more insane, at a press 
conference, Wayne Lapierre of 
the NRA asserted that the answer 
to preventing future incidents like 
the one at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in newtown, Conn., is the 
placement of armed guards in ev-
ery school.

Among the proposals presented 
by president Obama is providing 
federal funds to place more officers 
in schools, if the school requests 
them. After acting on a specific 
proposal made by NRA, the gun 
lobbying organization denounced 
Obama yet again. 

After coming under attack by 
even some conservatives, NRA 
spokesman Andrew Arulanandam 
said: “if anyone thinks we’re talk-
ing specifically about someone’s 
children, they’re missing the point 
completely.…”no, that’s exactly 
the point. Leave those beautiful 
Obama girls out of your degenerate 
ad campaigns.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
News Service (NNPA.) He is a key-
note speaker, moderator, and me-
dia coach. Curry can be reached 
through his Web site, www.george-
curry.com. You can also follow him 
at www.twitter.com/currygeorge.

Hands off Malia and Sasha Obama
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

Who is sur-
prised that Lance 
Armstrong was 
doping?  Who 
thinks he was the 
only one?  Who is 
surprised that he 

used the Oprah Winfrey show as 
his platform to “come clean”?  We 
are a nation of cheaters and Arm-
strong is one in a long line of our 
nation’s cheaters.

indeed, the very foundation of 
our country is the result of cheat-
ing. The pilgrims cheated the na-
tive Americans that befriended 
them out of their land. Later, the 
United States Army continued 
that cheating by slaughtering 
native people, kicking them off 
their land, and consigning them 
to reservations.  As a result of this 
thievery and chicanery, native 
American people have the shortest 
life expectancy of any ethnicity in 
these United States.

Enslaved people were cheated 
with the fruit of their labor, not to 
mention their lives and liberty, by 
our nation’s “peculiar institution.”  
After slavery was abolished, the 
cheating continued.  The share-
cropper system was nothing but an 
official method of cheating.  Land 
owned by African Americans was 
stolen. 

Those African Americans who 
managed to amass wealth had to 
pretend they had less because eco-
nomic envy sparked the wholesale 
appropriation of land and com-
munities.  Examples include the 
destruction of Black Wall Street 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the 1898 
destruction of property (and life) 
in Wilmington, n.C.  Some his-
torians estimate that there were 

more than 200 of these kinds of 
incidents.

We cheated Mexico by appro-
priating half their land in a murky 
“trade” through the Louisiana pur-
chase.  now we have the nerve to 
talk about “illegal immigration” 
because people are returning to 
land that was once stolen from 
them.  And daily, employers cheat 
undocumented people because 
without legal documents, they 
have no bargaining power against 
unscrupulous employers.

Cheating?  George W. Bush and 
his minions cheated Al Gore out 
of the presidency in 2000, and the 
Supreme Court aided and abetted 
him in this cheating.  imagine the 
course of history had we a kinder, 
gentler president who might not 
read a children’s book upside 
down in the moments before Sep-
tember 11?

Let’s not even talk about the 
theft implicit in the banking bail-
out.  These banks were lent money 
to aid in economic recovery by 
lending money, but instead of 
lending, they’ve tightened up 
credit requirements, making it 
more difficult for some people to 
borrow.  And figuring out ways to 
cheat on one’s taxes may be one of 
the great American pastimes.

There are more ways to cheat 
than putting your sticky fingers 
on things that don’t belong to you. 
African American men are cheat-
ed of their dignity and freedom of 
mobility, whenever empty taxis 
speed by them.  African American 
women are cheated of the abil-
ity to see themselves reflected in 
the public space when advertisers 
treat us as stereotypes.  And rac-
ism cheats us of the ability to have 
equality of opportunity.

 i’m not at all condoning Lance 

Armstrong’s doping, and I fully 
agree with the decisions to pull 
his titles and banish him from 
biking. Yet, there is much irony 
in the way people are handling 
this.  The Today Show had cheater 
pete Rose commenting on Lance 
Armstrong’s cheating.  That’s like 
asking the fox to comment when 
his brother breaks into the hen-
house, or like asking George W. 
Bush to comment on an election.  
And not to play the “race” game, 
but don’t you think all hell would 
break loose if this were an African 
American athlete?

We send young people mixed 
messages when we both say “play 
fair” and “winning isn’t every-
thing, it’s the only thing.”  We live 
in a win at any cost, winner take 
all, society.  Lance Armstrong 
wanted to win so he doped up, and 
some of those around him proba-
bly did the same. no excuses.  But 
in a winner take all culture, what 
do we expect?

Now Armstrong has humbled 
himself by admitting he was 
wrong after he adamantly denied 
he was doping.  Why now… to 
clean up his name, to get back in 
the game, to keep raising money 
for his cancer-fighting organiza-
tion?   Like the foundation of our 
nation’s culture, though, Arm-
strong is both a liar and a cheat.

 It is a shame that Lance Arm-
strong chose to cheat during his 
biking career.  if we had to recite 
a litany of cheaters, we’d have to 
start with the pilgrims, the Found-
ing Fathers that condoned slavery 
and move on from there.

Julianne Malveaux is a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based economist and 
writer.  She is President Emerita 
of Bennett College for Women in 
Greensboro, N.C.

Lance Armstrong following 
an American tradition

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist By Julianne Malveaux
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By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist



Jackson Public Schools held 
its First Annual Junior ROTC 
Consolidated Military Gala Fri-
day, Dec. 21, 2012, at the Jackson 
Convention Complex in down-
town Jackson.

In addition to an agenda that 
included military protocols, din-
ner, a photography booth, and a 
dance, the featured guest speaker 
was JPS Superintendent Dr. Ce-
drick Gray, who is also a former 
JROTC cadet.

JPS Board of Trustees Presi-

dent Monica Gilmore-Love was 
also a speaker at the event. Over 
994 JPS JROTC cadets, instruc-
tors, parents, school administra-
tors, and other invited guests 
participated in this historic, enjoy-
able, educational and memorable 
event.

This was the first year JPS 
JROTC leaders put on a single 
event with all seven high schools. 
Cadet leaders and parents from 
each of the seven high schools 
worked diligently alongside 
JROTC instructors to plan and 

coordinate this historic and grand 
affair.

Military and civic supporters 
included Jackson City Council-
man Chokwe Lumumba; LTC 
(Ret) Lucius Wright; Judge Ermea 
Russell; Steve Guyton, Congres-
sional Staffer for Senator Roger 
Wicker and Senator Greg Harper; 
Major General Augustus Collins; 
Brigadier General Durr Boyles; 
Command Sergeant Major Roger 
Howard; and Robert Whitney, 
Mississippi Army JROTC 6th 
Brigade Representative.

“We want our children to be 
successful in every area of life, 
attending functions such as the 
JROTC Gala can and is intended 
to teach positive socialization 
skills in a formal, festive environ-
ment,” said COL (Ret) Paul Wil-
lis, Director of JPS JROTC.

“We were immensely proud 
of the great turnout, the team-
work and cooperation, which 
assured the success of this event 
and especially the outstanding 
performance and conduct of our 
JROTC cadets.”

More than 100 JPS elemen-
tary and middle school students in 
the Open Doors Gifted Education 
Program competed in the school 
district’s annual Scrabble Tourna-
ment competition Friday, January 
18, 2013, at the JSU Mississippi e-
Center.

Although Scrabble is a board 
game, it acts as a great educational 
tool in the District’s classrooms. 
In addition to improving students’ 
critical thinking skills and problem 
solving skills, Scrabble is used as a 
resource to improve students’ spell-
ing and language skills.

Some of the benefits of Scrabble 
are:

· It increases vocabulary. 
· It teaches spelling skills to chil-

dren.
· It enhances students’ mathemati-

cal skills. 
· It helps develop critical thinking 

skills and teaches problem solving 
skills.

· It helps in developing an im-
proved memory and prepares the 
brain for long term storage, reten-
tion, and retrieval of information.

· Scrabble involves the left-hemi-
sphere of the brain, and therefore, 
it stimulates the development and 
functioning of the brain in children.
Each winner received a trophy.

Thousands turn out to support hundreds 
of JPS JROTC students at Military Gala 

JPS hosts Scrabble Tournament 
for over 100 students
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Members of Jim Hill High School Choir performed at the JROTC Gala

Jim Hill High School Cadet Staff along with Senior Army Instructor, MAJ 
(Ret) Frank Branch and Assistant Principal, Mr. Sam  Kursar.

Mr. Calvin Vaughn and Mrs. Vernada Vaughn, parents 
of Cadet Anthony Vaughn, Cadet Battalion Com-
mander, Callaway High School.

Cadet Aaren Catchings, Cadet Operations Officer, and Ca-
det Breander Edwards, both Callaway High School.

Cadet Inez Williams, Cadet Battalion Commander, Lanier 
High School, and guest, Cadet Jatarrious Jenkins, Cadet 
Battalion Commander, Hazlehurst High School.

4th Grade winners (left to right) Xenia Minton, McWillie Elementary; 
Camille Halverson, McWillie Elementary; and Nijah Jones, Timberlawn  
Elementary

5th Grade winners (left to right) Charlie Young, McWillie Elementary; Lilli 
Collins, McWillie Elementary; and Adrian Land, Power APAC

6th Grade winners (left to right) Matthew Araujo, McWillie Elementary; Kirstyn Banks,  Northwest Middle; and Mat-
thew Araujo, McWillie Elementary

Cadet Jazmine Walton, Cadet Battalion Executive Offi-
cer, and Cadet Anthony Vaughn, Cadet Battalion Com-
mander, both of Callaway High School.

Lanier High School Cadet Staff along with Senior Army Instructor, LTC (Ret) 
Jennifer Expose-Francisco

Cadet Akeem Thomas, Wingfield H.S. served as Program Guide for JROTC 
Gala, with strong supporters of JPS JROTC, Councilman Chokwe Lu-
mumba, Jackson City Council and Mr. Ben Minnifield, Innovative Learning 
Partner.
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RAYMOND – With two little ones 
under age 2 in a tandem stroller, Erica 
Irby of Flowood braved a cold, driving 
rain on Jan. 14 to pick up her books on 
Hinds Community College’s Rankin 
Campus.

Irby is taking night classes at Hinds 
to finish her licensed practical nursing 
degree while her husband, who works 
during the day, takes care of the kids.

For many like Irby, Hinds is the most 
affordable, close-to-home option.

Hinds, the fourth largest higher edu-
cation institution in Mississippi, enrolls 
about 11,300 students this semester, with 
3,500 at the Rankin Campus, the second 
largest of the six Hinds locations.

“It’s a good school,” said Re’Tavia 
Kimble of Brandon. “My mom went 
here, and I know a lot of people who 
have been successful here.”

Many authors have written 
about the life of former Jackson 
State University football star and 
National Football League Hall of 
Famer Walter Payton. Yet, few 
have the perspective of Eddie Pay-
ton, Walter’s brother and fellow 
JSU alumnus.

Triumph Book Publishing re-
cently released the Eddie Payton 
authored book, “Walter and Me: 
Standing in the Shadow of Sweet-
ness,” a biography about the life of 
Walter Payton.

“It’s a true story about an Ameri-
can football hero written by the 
person that knew him best,” said 
Eddie Payton, who is in his 27th 
year as head men’s and women’s 
golf coach at JSU.

“It’s an easy read that will give 
you an inside look at what led to 
Walter becoming the athlete he 
was.”

Co-authored by Paul T. Brown 
and Craig Wiley, with a foreword 
by Mike Ditka, the 14-chapter bi-
ography was written in response to 
another recent biography of Walter 
— one that Eddie felt was a nega-
tive depiction of his brother.

“I felt that a book by someone 
who really knew Walter, not some-
one who guessed on everything, 
would give a more humanistic de-
piction of the person Walter really 
was,” Eddie said.

In “Walter and Me”, Eddie re-
calls the moments he shared with 
his younger brother and talks about 
the continuing sting of his death. 
The book also addresses:

• The truth behind Walter’s 
struggles with ADHD, suicide, 
drug abuse and infidelity.

• Why Eddie believes that Wal-
ter’s multiple concussions caused 
Chronic Traumatic Encephalopa-
thy later in life.

• The wild pranks that Walter 
loved to play on friends and team-
mates.

“The aim of this book is to 
give readers a realistic and honest 
view of Walter, his family and his 
friends,” Eddie said.

Malcolm D. Jackson, a Jackson 
State University graduate and a Presi-
dent Obama appointee within the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
has been recognized by two groups as 
a leader in the field of technology.

Jackson is among those selected 
for Computerworld’s “Premier 100 
IT Leaders Awards” program. He has 
also been named by Blackmoney.com 
as one of the “50 Most Important Afri-
can-Americans in Technology.”

Jackson is the EPA’s assistant ad-
ministrator for the Office of Envi-
ronmental Information and its chief 
information officer. Jackson is respon-
sible for IT operations and security, in-
formation quality and collection, and 
access to environmental information 
including the Toxics Release Inven-
tory.  His leadership focus includes IT 

strategic planning and governance, IT 
investment management and govern-
ment transparency.

“It’s humbling being recognized for 
the work that I do. It’s an honor and 
a privilege to be selected by the presi-
dent to represent him in this role,” 
Jackson said. “I lead a team of very 
talented individuals who are helping 
us meet the agency’s mission to pro-
tect the environment that we live in.”

He also gives JSU some of the 
credit for his success.

“Jackson State University taught 
me to be the best at what I do and to 
embrace change,” Jackson said.

“Jackson represents the strides that 
more than 80,000 African-Americans 
have made in federal technology 
jobs, and it shows that talent can be 
found throughout the country,” said 
John William Templeton,” executive 

editor of Black-
money.com.
The “Premier 
100 IT Lead-
ers Awards” 
honor individu-
als who have 
had a positive 
impact on their 
organization 
through technology. Jackson is a 2013 
honoree. He and the other honorees’ 
achievements will be highlighted in 
the Feb. 25, 2013, issue of Comput-
erworld. They’ll also be recognized 
during the Premier 100 IT Leaders 
Conference, held March 3-5 in Tuc-
son, Ariz.

Jackson holds a B.S. from Jackson 
State and an M.B.A. from Northwest-
ern University, J.L. Kellogg School of 
Management.

Hinds CC Rankin Campus 
starts Spring 2013 classes
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Eddie Payton authors ‘Walter and 
Me,’ biography of Walter Payton

JSU grad receives two awards 
for his work in technology

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Hinds CC clerk Sue Bankston, seated. Education major Nesaucia Battle (right) of Brandon.

Left, Robert Spooner of Madison, Adam Knight
of Pearl and Austin Murphy of Raymond. Erica Irby, a licensed practical nursing major.Amber Johnson of Florence, a nurse at St. Dominic’s.

Nursing major Re’Tavia Kimble of Brandon buys her books. Shakir McGee of Florence, right, takes online classes.

Jackson

Left, Ragan Thames of Florence is a veterinary tech major.
Criminal justice major 
Joseph Salers of Brandon.



In an interview to promote 
her role in the new touring 
production of “Fela!,” Mi-
chelle Williams - one third 
of Destiny’s Child alongside 
Beyonce and Kelly Rowland 
- revealed that she has only 
recently emerged from years 
of suffering from moderate 
depression.

Her dark cloud lifted 
thanks to exercise, therapy 
and positive thinking.

“I’ve dealt with depres-
sion,” the 32-year-old told 
The AP during a break in 
“Fela!” rehearsals. “I had to 
choose to get out of bed and 
do whatever I needed to do to 
be happy.”

Williams says she suffered 
her first bout of depression 
at 15 or 16 and has managed 
to avoid medication. She is 
speaking out for the first time 
about her battle to encourage 
others to seek help.

“We’re taught, ‘Just go to 
church and pray about it. The 
Lord is going to heal you.’ 
Well, in the meantime, I be-
lieve God gifted people, phy-
sicians, doctors, therapists 
- that’s your healing. Take 
advantage of it,” she said.

“Go see a professional so 

that they can assess you. It’s 
OK if you’re going through 
something. Depression is not 
OK, but it is OK to go get 
help.”

Williams has her own CD 
- her fourth - that she’s put-
ting the final touches on, an 
album of original Christian 
pop influenced by her own 
struggles, which includes be-
ing bullied. She laughs that 

she hopes listeners will be 
inspired, even if that sounds 
cliched.

“Sometimes you’re go-
ing to wake up on the wrong 
side of the bed or some situ-
ation might have you down 
in the dumps. But you have 
to choose to be happy,” she 
said. “I’m choosing life. And 
I’m hoping this album makes 
people want to choose life.”

HEALTH

Michelle Williams of 
Destiny’s Child admits 
battle with depression
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Blacks who live in highly segre-
gated residential areas have higher 
lung cancer mortality rates than 
their white counterparts, even after 
accounting for socioeconomic sta-
tus, researchers found.

While the overall lung cancer 
mortality rate was 58.9 percent 
for blacks versus 52.4 percent for 
whites per 100,000 population 
between 2003 and 2007, each ad-
ditional level of segregation was 
associated with a 0.5 percent in-
crease in lung cancer mortality for 
blacks and an associated decrease 
in mortality for whites, according 
to Awori J. Hayanga, M.D., MPH., 
of the University of Washington 
Seattle, and colleagues.

Adjusted lung cancer mortal-
ity rates among blacks were 52.4 
percent per 100,000 population in 
counties with the least segregation 
and 62.9 percent per 100,000 pop-
ulation in counties with the highest 
levels of segregation, they wrote 
in the January issue of JAMA Sur-
gery.

Blacks are disproportionately 
affected by lung cancer and bear 
the highest incidence and mortal-
ity rates, the authors noted in their 
introduction, adding that the “ex-
planation for this disparity remains 
uncertain.”

Although previous studies have 
found that lower socioeconomic 
status, low income and inferior 
insurance status have been as-
sociated with poor health out-
comes, “this is the first study, to 
our knowledge, to examine the 
specific effect of residential seg-
regation on lung cancer mortality 
using data inclusive of the entire 
U.S. population,” they wrote.

To see if segregation might play 

a role in the relationship between 
race and lung cancer mortality, the 
authors conducted a population-
based study using data from the 
2009 Area Resource File and the 
Surveillance, Epidemiology and 
End Results program to conduct a 
population-based study.

Two separate models were 
used to examine the association 
of black-white residential segre-
gation and lung cancer mortal-
ity, which included smoking rates, 
county income levels, population 
density, county proximity to an ur-
ban center, and whether the county 

was considered rural and was ad-
jacent only to other rural counties.

“Blacks living in counties with 
the highest levels of segregation 
had a 10 percent higher mortality 
rate than those residing in counties 
with the lowest level of segrega-
tion,” the investigators noted.

“This increase was not observed 
among the white population, and, 
in contradistinction, the mortality 
rate was 3 percent lower among 
whites living in the most segregat-
ed counties when compared with 
those living in the least segregated 
counties.”

Segregation tied 
to higher cancer 
deaths in blacks
By Kathleen Struck
MedPageToday.com

Hayanga
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Trying to find Michelle Obama 
on Twitter? Try tweeting her at @
FLOTUS, which is Washington 
shorthand for “first lady of the 
United States.”

Mrs. Michelle Obama’s office 
unveiled her new Twitter identity 
on Thursday, largely to replace a 
previous Twitter account under 
the handle of (at)Michelle Obama.

That account was launched a 
year ago and run by President 
Barack Obama’s re-election team. 
It will now be managed by the 
Democratic National Committee.

The site’s initial tweet prom-
ised updates and pictures. Tweets 
by the First Lady herself will be 
signed “-mo.”

Followers also were asked to 
re-tweet that initial message to 
wish Mrs. Obama a happy birth-
day. She turned 49 on Thursday, 
Jan. 17.

One of the first tweets from 
the First Lady’s new account is 
already garnering attention. The 
first lady posted a photo of herself 
with a hairstyle she has never be-
fore worn in public: a bob with 
full, thick bangs.

NATIONAL
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Maude Ballou and her family are 
at the center of a lawsuit by the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s estate.

In 1955, Ballou was King’s secre-
tary in Montgomery, Ala., and moved 
with his family to Atlanta in 1960. 
Along the way King – and even Rosa 
Parks – gave her papers documenting 
those early days.

“These are treasures from her 
years at the beginning of the civil 
rights movement that Dr. King gave 
her,” her son, Howard Ballou, said 
last Tuesday.

But King’s heirs claim that the 
documents, which they just learned 
of in 2010, are the rightful property of 
his estate. After a federal district court 
rejected their claim last March, they 
took the case to a U.S. Appeals Court 
in New Orleans, where it awaits a rul-
ing. The disputed documents are in a 
vault near Jackson, Miss.

The suit is among the latest in a se-
ries of legal actions taken in the name 
of King’s estate.

In 1987, Coretta Scott King sued 
Boston University for personal pa-
pers from her husband’s graduate 
school days. In 2008, Martin and 
Bernice King sued their brother, Dex-
ter, accusing him of mismanaging 
the family corporation that controls 
King’s image and intellectual prop-
erty. There have been other lawsuits 
and threats of suits.

But one King biographer said the 
fight with Ballou’s family is different.

“To sue somebody like Ms. Ballou, 
who worked for Dr. King and was to-
tally loyal to Dr. King … betrays a 
sort of scorched-earth attitude,” said 
historian David Garrow, who called 
the suit “heartless.”

Neither the King family nor their 
attorneys could be reached.

Maude Ballou, 87, a retired Char-
lotte, North Carolina teacher, moved 
on King’s birthday, to Mississippi, 
near her son, a Jackson TV broad-
caster.

In 1955, she worked at a Mont-
gomery radio station and belonged 
to a group of black professionals 
pushing for equal rights. One thing 
on their agenda: the desegregation 
of city transit. That December, seam-
stress Rosa Parks was arrested after 

refusing to move to the back of a bus.
Her arrest sparked a mass meeting 

and the creation of the Montgom-
ery Improvement Association. The 
26-year-old King was elected to lead 
it. He knew Ballou through her hus-
band and went by their house to ask 
her to work with the group.

Over the weeks that followed, she 
handled King’s growing schedule of 
appearances. She organized carpools 
and one night awoke to the bomb-
ing of King’s home. Ballou managed 
King’s schedule and travel, even after 
the boycott ended.

She and her husband, Leonard, 
grew close to King’s family, and 
would get together for birthdays.

Eventually Leonard Ballou took a 
job in North Carolina as an archivist 
at Elizabeth City State University, in 
the northeastern part of the state. He 
stored his wife’s papers – including 
copies of King’s speeches, a letter 
from Rosa Parks, and letters from 
King to Maude Ballou – in the base-
ment of the college library.

In 2007, after Leonard Ballou 
had died and long after his wife had 
moved to Charlotte, another univer-
sity archivist found the papers and 
contacted Howard Ballou. The King 
estate learned of the documents in 
2010 when the local Elizabeth City 
paper ran an article about them.

“There is no dispute that these doc-
uments are the property of Dr. King,” 
the estate’s lawyers argued in a brief 
in federal court in Jackson. “These 
documents and items are not only 
rare and irreplaceable but of great 
value and historical importance.”

In their suit, the estate claims the 
documents are worth more than 
$75,000.

Maude Ballou testified that King 
had given her the documents.

“He said, ‘Maude, this is for you, 
and you remember to keep them be-
cause you have worked so hard with 
me,’ ” she said in a deposition.

The district judge essentially 
agreed. The estate, he wrote last 
March, “has offered no proof to con-
tradict or undermine Mrs. Ballou’s 
testimony.”

Critics say the lawsuit conflicts 
with the values of King. “What makes 
this worse is what an un-material 
person Dr. King was,” Garrow said. 
“This was someone who throughout 
his life never took any financial ben-
efit from the movement.”

Said Howard Ballou: “It saddens 
me because it’s tarnishing … the 
legacy of just a great human being 
who did so much. This is not what 
Dr. King was all about.”

Staff Research Maria David con-
tributed.

Dr. King’s estate 
suing family of his 
former secretary
Maude Ballou was with King from his 
roots; historian calls lawsuit ‘heartless’

Katrina-era mayor 
of New Orleans Ray 
Nagin indicted on 21 
corruption charges

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - For-
mer New Orleans Mayor Ray 
Nagin was indicted Friday on 
charges that he used his office for 
personal gain, accepting payoffs, 
free trips and gratuities from con-
tractors while the city was strug-
gling to recover from the devas-
tation of Hurricane Katrina.

The charges against Nagin are 
the outgrowth of a City Hall cor-
ruption investigation that already 
has resulted in guilty pleas by 
two former city officials and two 
businessmen and a prison sen-
tence for a former city vendor.

The federal indictment ac-
cuses Nagin of accepting more 
than $160,000 in bribes and 
truckloads of free granite for his 
family business in exchange for 
promoting the interests of a lo-
cal businessman who secured 
millions of dollars in city con-
tract work after the 2005 hur-
ricane. The businessman, Frank 
Fradella, pleaded guilty in June 
to bribery conspiracy and secu-
rities-fraud charges and has been 
cooperating with federal authori-
ties.

Nagin, 56, also is charged with 
accepting at least $60,000 in 
payoffs from another business-
man, Rodney Williams, for his 
help in securing city contracts 
for architectural, engineering 
and management services work. 
Williams, who was president of 
Three Fold Consultants LLC, 
pleaded guilty Dec. 5 to a con-
spiracy charge.

The indictment also accuses 
Nagin of getting free private jet 
and limousine services to New 
York from an unidentified busi-
nessman. Nagin is accused of 
agreeing to wave tax penalties 
that the businessman owed to 
the city on a delinquent tax bill 
in 2006.

In 2010, Greg Meffert, a for-
mer technology official and dep-
uty mayor under Nagin, pleaded 
guilty to charges he took bribes 
and kickbacks in exchange for 
steering city contracts to busi-

nessman Mark St. Pierre. An-
thony Jones, who served as the 
city’s chief technology officer 
in Nagin’s administration, also 
pleaded guilty to taking payoffs.

Meffert cooperated with the 
government in its case against 
St. Pierre, who was convicted in 
May 2011 of charges that include 
conspiracy, bribery and money 
laundering.

Nagin, a former cable televi-
sion executive, was a political 
novice before being elected to 
his first term as mayor in 2002, 
buoyed by strong support from 
white voters. He cast himself 
a reform-minded progressive 
who wasn’t bound by party af-
filiations, as he snubbed fellow 
Democrat Kathleen Blanco and 
endorsed Republican Bobby 
Jindal’s unsuccessful gubernato-
rial campaign in 2003.

Katrina elevated Nagin to the 
national stage, where he gained a 
reputation for colorful and some-
times cringe-inducing rhetoric.

During a radio interview 
broadcast in the storm’s early 
aftermath, he angrily pleaded 
with federal officials to “get ev-
ery doggone Greyhound bus line 
in the country and get their asses 
moving to New Orleans.” In Jan-
uary 2006, he apologized for a 
Martin Luther King Day speech 
in which he predicted New Or-
leans would be a “chocolate city” 
and asserted that “God was mad 
at America.”

Strong support from black vot-
ers helped Nagin win re-election 
in 2006 despite widespread criti-
cism of his post-Katrina lead-
ership. But the glacial pace of 
rebuilding, a surge in violent 
crime and the budding City Hall 
corruption investigation chipped 
away at Nagin’s popularity dur-
ing his second term.

Nagin could not seek a third 
consecutive term because of term 
limits. Mitch Landrieu, who ran 
against Nagin in 2006, succeeded 
him in 2010.

Aaron Bennett, a businessman 
awaiting sentencing in a separate 
bribery case, told The Times-

Picayune that he introduced 
Nagin to Fradella specifically to 
help the mayor get Home De-
pot granite installation work for 
a business that he and his sons 
founded.

Fradella’s company received 
millions of dollars in city con-
tracts for repair work at Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans Interna-
tional Airport and in the French 
Quarter after Katrina, the news-
paper reported.

Some of the allegations in the 
indictment have been the sub-
ject of state ethics complaints. In 
April 2010, the Louisiana Board 
of Ethics charged Nagin with two 
possible violations of state ethics 
law.

One charge involves Nagin’s 
“use of a credit card and/or gifts” 
from St. Pierre and his technol-
ogy firm, NetMethods, while the 
company was working for the 
city. NetMethods paid for Nagin 
and his family to travel to Jamai-
ca in 2005 and to Hawaii in 2004, 
according to newspaper reports.

In the other charge, the Eth-
ics Board says Stone Age LLC, 
the Nagin family’s business, was 
compensated for installation ser-
vices provided to Home Depot 
while the home improvement re-
tailer was negotiating tax breaks 
from the city.

Nagin has largely steered clear 
of the political arena since he left 
office. On his Twitter account, he 
describes his current occupations 
as author, public speaker and 
“green energy entrepreneur.”

He wrote a self-published 
memoir called “Katrina’s Se-
crets: Storms After the Storm.”

First lady Michelle Obama 
launches new hairdo and new 
Twitter account: @FLOTUS

By Jim Morrill 
charlotteobserver.com

President Barack Obama’s 
official portrait for his sec-
ond term was posted Fri-
day morning, Jan. 18, to the 
White House Flickr page, 
showing off grayer hair and 
a wider smile.

White House photogra-
pher, Pete Souza, took the 
portrait on Dec. 6, 2012 
from the Oval Office, with 
the American and presiden-
tial flags on either side of 
him.

This time around, more of 
Obama’s torso is shown, as 
his arms are folded across 
his body, but he holds a 
wide grin missing from his 
last head-and-shoulder pho-
to.

President Obama’s new 
official portrait released

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 11January 24 - 30, 2013

Associated Press

eurweb.com

First Lady Obama

President Obama

Ballou
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Four years ago 
I asked you if you 
witnessed one 
of the greatest 
celebrations to 
take place in this 
country - ever!  

Now, I’m asking you if you were 
able to witness the repeat of this 
momentous event? You know 
what I’m referring to - the sec-
ond inauguration of President 
Barack Obama.

Just as the last time, the festiv-
ities that surrounded this inaugu-
ration were wonderful. The day 
for our country’s 44th president 
started with a prayer service in 
Washington, D.C.; other events 
of the day continued for hours.

Isn’t it fantastic that the day 
began with prayer?

Yes, I do know that this is the 
traditional way that the newest 
named leader of the free world 
begins his inaugural day but, it is 
not mandatory that this be done.  
I’m so happy that this is one tra-
dition that President Obama and 
his family continue to practice. 

Honestly, he probably could 
have said, “I think I want to 
skip that part,” but he didn’t. He 
and his wife, along with a select 
number of individuals from his 
staff, made their first official 
stop of the day - the church.

I know that for months now, 
someone has been planning our 
newly re-elected president’s in-
augural agenda. He was given 
a strict schedule and told to fol-
low it. From what I could tell, he 
tried to stick to it - but that still 
does not diminish the fact that 
his day began by saying “Thank 
You, Lord.”

Our second term president is 
considered by all news sources 
as the most powerful man on the 
planet.

Again, he could have chosen 
to spend the time that was al-
lotted for prayer as a period to 
work on his inaugural speech, 
but he did not. He could have 
taken that time to just sit and 
talk with his family before be-

ing named the leader of the “free 
world,” but he did not. He could 
have met with members of his 
cabinet to discuss his agenda for 
the next four years, but he did 
not. He could have even gone 
for an early morning drive, but 
he did not. He began his official 
duties of the day by attending a 
prayer service.

Now, I know that we are all 
busy, but stop and think for a 
moment - how did you begin 
your day?

Did you take a moment to say 
“Thank You, Lord” or did you 
just start going about your daily 
activities and will try to give the 
Lord a little praise later in the 
evening?

Regardless, of which category 
you fall into, stop now and give 
Him praise. Stop reading, mov-
ing about, or letting your mind 
wonder to other things; stop and 
give the Lord thanks.

Your life is your testimony 
and God is ready to talk to you 
about it at any time of the day.  
He doesn’t care if you are the 
President of the United States or 
if you hold any other position.  
He just wants you to believe 
in Him. He wants you to share 
your time with Him during the 
day. He wants you to share your 
news.

Remember the verse that I 
often find myself sharing with 
you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which 
reads: “How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salva-
tion, who say to Zion, Your God 
reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

You may contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississip-
pilink.com. Fax 601-896-0091 
or mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livings-
ton Rd., Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorEvery age celebrates 
special day for special men

January 21, 2013, was a day of 
celebration for so many. The day 
held special significance for the 
work of two men who served their 
country unselfishly and their works 
will be remembered throughout 
time.

On this year’s third Monday of 
January, the country celebrated the 
federal holiday in honor of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.. and the second 
inauguration of President Barack 
Obama.

The third Monday of January 
is also known as the MLK Day of 
Service. Throughout the day, many 
people in communities around the 
country were busy volunteering in 
their neighborhoods. For the Chil-
dren’s, College and Youth Minis-
tries of College Hill Missionary 
Baptist Church, Jackson; celebra-
tion through service was their focus.

The ministries began their day 
with prayer and immediately began 
work in the Washington Addition 
neighborhood where their church 
is located. Teams racked, picked 
up and discarded trash and debris 
on several of the streets in the area.  
Neighbors greeted the young peo-
ple, thanking them for their efforts. 

Because of the early morning ef-
forts, all of the teams were able to 
watch the public ceremonial swear-
ing-in of President Barack Obama.  
They listened attentively to the 
words of the first African-American 
president and applauded resound-
ingly at the conclusion of the event.

“It was a great day! I’m so happy 
that our church encourages us to be 
an active part of our community and 
just as active in affairs of our coun-
try,” said Sarah Hamilton, a mem-
ber of the College Ministry.

R E i g n i n g 
A n n o u n c E M E n t s

Revival at the Liberal Trinity Church Of God 
In Christ, 725 Bishop Hollis Musgrove Blvd., in 
Jackson MS, Jan. 28 - Feb. 1, 2013 at 7 P.M. 
nightly. Guest speaker will be the evangelist An-
thony Friday Sr. Come and be blessed.

12 • THE mississippi link www.mississippilink.comJanuary 24 - 30, 2013

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Rev. Michael T. Williams, ministries’ leaders and ministries’ members pose before community work began.

Children’s Ministry participants work on MLK Day of Service. 

Youth ministry participants stop work to smile 
at the camera during MLK Jr. Day of Service. The College Hill Ministries (Children, Youth and College) watch the inauguration of President Barack Obama.

Members of the Children’s Ministry, the Youth Ministry and the College Ministry bow in prayer for the day, their gathering, and His blessings.

College Ministry participants clean the neigh-
borhood that surrounds their church. College Ministry members discuss the second inauguration of President Obama.



Now it came to 
pass on a certain 
day, that He went 
into a ship with His 
Disciples:  And He 
said unto them, Let 
us go over unto the 

other side of the lake.  And they 
launched forth. But as they sailed 
He fell asleep: And there came 
down a storm of wind on the lake; 
and they were filled with water, 
and were in jeopardy. And they 
came to Him, and awoke Him, say-
ing, Master, Master, we perish.

Then He arose, and rebuked the 
wind and the raging of the water: 
And they ceased and there was 
a calm.  And He said unto them, 
Where is your faith?  And they be-
ing afraid wondered, saying one 
to another, what manner of man 
is this!  For He commandeth even 
the winds and water, and they obey 
Him. (Luke 8:22-25)

No doubt, you have faced hard-
ships, stormy waters, and raging 
battles; but God has brought you 
through.  One thing you need to 
keep in mind above everything else 
is that, regardless of what is going 
on, you must keep your eyes on 
Jesus.  The waters are wonderful 
when they are calm.  However, the 
storm really kicks up sometimes 
and causes the sea to become a 
dangerous place.

That is what the Disciples en-
countered in our Scripture text.  In 
verse 22 of our Scripture text, Je-
sus said to His Disciples, “Let us 
go over unto the other side of the 
lake.”  When you got saved and 
became a part of the family of God, 
you started on a journey, and you 
are heading for the other side.  You 
will encounter lots of danger along 
the way.  You will run into some 
rough waters and some storms, 
but do not let down.  As you travel 
life’s journey, you must keep your 

eyes on Jesus.
In 1 Corinthians, chapter 9, the 

Apostle Paul talked about running 
a race. Life is not a playhouse or a 
recreation room, but it is a battle-
field. It is a race that we are in, and 
we have to keep running.  Your 
feet may hurt, but you have to keep 
running because you are not home 
yet. You will face opposition, but 
you have to keep running.  In life’s 
journey, you have to stay alert and 
keep your eyes open.

The Bible tells us in Hebrews, 
chapter 12, how to run this race.  
You must not run impatiently, but 
with patience. The Bible lets you 
know that the race is not to the 
swift, but it is in patiently running 
the race and finishing your course 
so that you can make Heaven your 
home.  You need to stay encour-
aged in the things of God.  The 
Bible lets you know there are 
times when you have to encourage 
yourself.  Have you ever had to en-
courage yourself?  You need to be 
encouraged in the Lord and know 
that He is a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother.  He will never let 
you down.  He will never fail you.  

Often the enemy will come in 
like a flood when the tests and the 
trials of life come.  You have to 
keep your head held high, not to be 
proud, but to keep marching in the 
face of the enemy.  When you are 
discouraged, you show it by drag-
ging along, but by the help of God 
you can lift up your head.  Even if 
you have to force a smile, force it, 
and sail on.  You need to keep sail-
ing until you reach the other side. 
You have not reached Heaven yet. 
The storms may get worse than 
ever before, but sail on.  You should 
not give up or settle down and try 
to rest, but sail on in the midst of 
trials, persecution, and troubles.

Sometimes you will be perse-
cuted by being talked about.  You 
can get into terrible shape over 
someone not shaking your hand if 

you allow it to work on you.  You 
can develop a terrible attitude.  The 
devil can take a little something and 
blow it out of proportion.  Don’t al-
low yourself to get discouraged.

The Disciples launched out on 
the sea that day.  Those fellows 
were familiar with the lake.  No 
doubt, they had crossed it many 
times.  They had fished in it.  Being 
on a boat was nothing new to them, 
and no doubt, when they boarded 
the boat, the weather looked good.  
(The day you got saved and got on 
board the old ship of Zion was a 
good day.)  The storms in your life 
were settled.  God washed away all 
your sins, and you felt light in your 
soul.

It was a good day, but since 
then you have encountered some 
storms. You have gone through 
some rough waters, but you have 
to keep sailing. Jesus had given 
the Disciples an order to go over to 
the other side.  That is where I am 
heading, and that is where you are 
heading.

The storms are going to come, 
the wind is going to blow, and the 
rain is going to fall, but you must 
keep your eyes on Jesus and keep 
sailing, keep heading for the other 
side. Do not let anything distract 

you or attract your attention and 
cause you to get your mind off the 
things of God.

Do not give up!  The old ship of 
Zion is not going to go down.  If 
you will stay on board, she will 
land you safely on the other side. 
God has not promised you smooth 
sailing, but He has promised you a 
safe landing.  Praise God!  I praise 
God for all He has brought me 
through.  Church, sail on, help one 
another, encourage one another, 
and pray for one another. Let us all 
go to Heaven together.

I want you to be encouraged.  
There is joy in the service of the 
Master. Have faith in God!  “When 
we all get to Heaven, what a day of 
rejoicing that will be! When we all 
see Jesus, we’ll sing and shout the 
victory!”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Crossroads Church of God 
in Farmhaven (Canton), Miss. 
He is married to Velma L. Green. 
He honorably served in the U.S. 
Army for 20 years. Presently, he 
is a member of the National As-
sociation of Evangelism Church of 
God Anderson, Ind., and serves as 
vice-chairman at the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of God, 
Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of January 24

1. It’s Not Over   Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson
2. Take Me To The King  Tamela Mann
3. Hold On   James Fortune & FIYA Featuring Monica & Fred Hammond
4. Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee And New Life
5. Awesome   Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago
6. Testimony   Anthony Brown & group therAPy
7. Shifting The Atmosphere Jason Nelson
8. Let The Church Say Amen Andrae Crouch Featuring Marvin Winans
9. God’s Up To Something Good Hart Ramsey & The NCC Family Choir
10. Turning Around For Me  VaShawn Mitchell

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

And He said unto them “Where is your Faith?”

Whether you 
greeted the 
second inaugu-
ration of Presi-
dent Barack 
Obama with 
great jubilation 

or fear, one of the best things 
we can do to support him is to 
pray.

I shared these words in 2008 
and wanted to share them again 
as he enters his second term.

“Prayer”
Written by late Rev. Dr. 

Jerome McNeil, Jr.
Dear Lord,
We come before your pre-

cious name with thanksgiving 
and sincere appreciation for 
the answer to the prayers of 
your people.  We surrender all 
anxiety to your providential 
care as we await the transition 
in leadership. We pray, dear 
Lord, that you will guide Pres-
ident Obama in every aspect of 
his life and decisions. 

Lord, keep him dependent 
on you and unashamed to rep-
resent you before the masses. 
We seek your counsel on his 
behalf in matters of justice, 
peace and finance.   May you 
grant him favor with the un-
favorable and a fervent sense 
of balance in the affairs of the 
nation.

Give him spiritual insight 
into the turbulent affairs of the 
world and special grace with 
leaders throughout this nation. 
Please become the final voice 
in all his deliberations and 
awaken his conscience in mat-
ters of supreme importance. 
Lord, let him maintain the trust 
of the people as he trusts you!

Surround him with men and 
women of high integrity and 
spare him from those who 
are seekers of selfish desires.  
Cover him with your love and 
provide him times of renewal 
and soul searching.  Grant to-
tal care of his family and allow 
them some normalcy in the 
midst of the mayhem of lead-
ership responsibilities.

Provide them with friends 
that will truly keep them bal-
anced and dependent upon 
you.   Lord, keep the Obama 

family safe and joyful and 
able to generate a sense of 
your presence at all times. Al-
low your mercy, wisdom and 
strength to overshadow him 
in his role as President of the 
United States of America. We 
pray, believe and expect this in 
the name of our rock and sav-
ior in Jesus we remain.

14 Day Prayer Calendar 
Provided by Glenda Rouse

1. Wisdom: Grant wisdom 
and strength equal to the bur-
dens ahead.

2. Health: Obama’s Good 
health strength and endurance 
during his presidency.

3. Protection: God’s con-
stant protection and peace for 
Obama, Biden and Family.

4. Grace: Obama will han-
dle with grace & patience the 
many responsibilities

5. Spirituality: Grant Obama 
a growing deepening relation-
ship with God in prayer

6. Obedience: Obama will 
Allow God to direct every step

7. Family:  First Family, a 
priority a source of joy and 
blessing to one another.

8. Integrity: Obama’s integ-
rity, embodied by his actions, 
policies and appointments, ful-
fill    the dream of a country 
that seeks justice.

9. Preparation: God will en-
lighten Obama, keep him safe, 
Lord, do the job.

10. Guidance: God bless and 
direct Obama, and his team.

11. Sanctification: Fill 
Obama with the love of truth 
and righteousness.

12. Godly Fear: Keep Obama 
ever mindful of his calling to 
serve people in thy fear.

13. Peace: Peace in the midst 
of all economic, planning, and 
military strategy.

14. Discernment: Obama 
and Secretary of State, Dis-
cernment and insightfulness.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She can 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com, at www.shewan-
dariley.com or www.anoint-
edauthorsontour.com

First things first 
revisited

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
02/26/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 102-248 Aquatics Facility Renovation 
  (Aquatics Facility Renovation Rebid)
  Delta State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

 Professional: Shafer & Associates, PLLC 
 Address:     510 University Drive
   Starkville, Mississippi 39759
 Phone:  662-323-1628

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

1/24/13, 1/31/13

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
02/21/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 208-049 Energy Conservation Measures 
  Jones County Junior College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

 Professional: Foil Wyatt Architects & Planners PLLC 
 Address:     1510 North State Street, Suite 400
   Jackson, Mississippi 39202
 Phone:  601-352-3071

A deposit of $50.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Build-
ing, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive 
irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks 
will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

1/24/13, 1/31/13
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LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE
Request for Proposals

The Mississippi Department of Human Services (MDHS) will accept 
sealed proposals until Monday, February, 18 2013, 5:00 p.m. Central 
Standard Time at 660 North Street, Suite 200, Jackson, MS. 39202, 
or by mail at P.O. Box 352, Jackson, MS 39205-0352, for administra-
tion of the Mental Health Intensive Adolescent Opportunity Program 
(AOP#003A). Requests for Proposals will be available for pick-up in the 
lobby of 660 North Street, Suite 200, Jackson, MS 39202, beginning 
on Thursday, January 17, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. or may be 
obtained by accessing www.mdhs.state.ms.us or through the mail. No 
unsolicited proposals will bemailed. To obtain an RFP through the mail, 
contact: James Maccarone, Director, Division of Youth Services, Missis-
sippi Department of Human Services, P.O. Box 352 (750 N. State St.) 
Jackson, MS 39205-0352, or call (601) 359-4972.

MDHS reserves the right to reject or negotiate any and all proposals or 
cancel this request for proposals at its discretion.

1/24/13, 1/31/13

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140

Call M-F 8am-5pm
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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Amos and Andy  
   TV Show DVD Set 
Watch the 1950’s classic TV show “Amos 
and Andy” on DVD! You will get all 71 
Episodes! The Amos and Andy TV Show 
DVD Set cost only $79.00! To Order By 
Phone,Call: 1-800-323-9741.  
To Order By Mail, Send $79.00 To:  
Amos and Andy DVD Set, PO Box 8344,  
Dept 77, Gurnee, IL 60031  
Please include your telephone number. 

 

Amos and Andy  
   TV Show DVD Set 
Watch the 1950’s classic TV show “Amos 
and Andy” on DVD! You will get all 71 
Episodes! The Amos and Andy TV Show 
DVD Set cost only $79.00! To Order By 
Phone,Call: 1-800-323-9741.  
To Order By Mail, Send $79.00 To:  
Amos and Andy DVD Set, PO Box 8344,  
Dept 77, Gurnee, IL 60031  
Please include your telephone number. 

 

Amos and Andy  
   TV Show DVD Set 
Watch the 1950’s classic TV show “Amos 
and Andy” on DVD! You will get all 71 
Episodes! The Amos and Andy TV Show 
DVD Set cost only $79.00! To Order By 
Phone,Call: 1-800-323-9741.  
To Order By Mail, Send $79.00 To:  
Amos and Andy DVD Set, PO Box 8344,  
Dept 77, Gurnee, IL 60031  
Please include your telephone number. 

PASS
Curt Hawkins

Amos and Andy
2x2

3.556x2
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Curt Hawkins
Amos and Andy

2x2

3.33x2
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Curt Hawkins
Amos and Andy

2x2
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PASS
Centura College

2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

Centura College
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web

Centura College
2x2

Delivery Drivers: CDL-A. 
Top Earners: $65k/yr.
Safety/Perform Bonus. 

Full Family Benefits. 401k.
Food Srvce/Bevrg Exp A+. 

877-704-3012

Move-In Special $500 month. Call (601) 372-1080

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

RFP 2013-07 – SEAS Education

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time) February 6, 2013, at which time and place they will be publicly opened 
and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved 
for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and 
detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing Webley@
jackson.k12.ms.us.

1/17/13, 1/24/13



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com
MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES NEEDED!
Online training for Healthcare
Management! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Advance College gets you job ready! HS
diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed. 1-
888-512-7117.

HIGH-TECH CAREER with U.S. Navy.
Nuclear engineering training worth 77
college hours, POTENTIAL BONUS, finan-
cial security. High School grads ages 17-
26. Call (800) 852-7621.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
DRIVER - DAILY OR WEEKLY PAY!
$0.01 increase per mile after 6 months
and 12 months. $0.03 Quarterly Bonus.
Requires 3 months recent experience.
800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com

Drivers - CDL-A $5,000 SIGN-ON
BONUS for experienced solo OTR drivers
and O/O’s. Tuition reimbursement also
available! New student pay & lease pro-
gram. USA TRUCK. 877-521-5775.
www.USATruck.jobs
Drivers - CDL-A: TEAM WITH TOTAL!
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solo Drivers
Also Needed. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
NEW OWNER OPERATOR TRACTOR
PROGRAM. $1.70 ALL MILES. Call today
for details. 800-831-8737. Truckload
and Expedite tractors needed immediate-
ly.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
START THE NEW YEAR with a Great
CDL Driving Career! Experienced Drivers
and Recent Grads - Excellent Benefits,
Weekly Hometime, Paid Training. 888-
362-8608. AverittCareers.com Equal
Opportunity Employer.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - ENJOY 60% OFF
Tender Hugs and Kisses with chocolates
for your Valentine! Site price: $49.99, you
pay just $19.99. Plus take 20% off other
gifts over $29. Go to
www.Proflowers.com/fabulous or call 1-
888-727-9844.
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state. An affordable, low-cost
way to reach over 1 million readers. Call
MS Press at 601-981-3060.

SHARI’S BERRIES - DELIGHT all of
your Valentine’s with our freshly dipped
strawberries, decadent truffles and hand-
crafted sweets! Save 20% off qualifying
gifts over $29. Visit
www.berries.com/enticing or call 1-888-
718-8514.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888-
471-1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g
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Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 20, 2013

CDL TRAINING
Over 200,000 truck driving jobs are
available across the country. Want a 
career that gives you the open road?

Antonelli College
now offers CDL training. 

Be on the road in as little as 5 weeks!
Contact us today for more information.

1-888-647-2523
enrollantonelli.com

Bladder Sling or
Transvaginal Mesh

Problems?
You may be entitled to compensation
BUT TIME MAY BE RUNNING OUT!

CALL MY OFFICES NOW!
THERE WILL BE NO CLAIM
AGAINST YOUR DOCTOR!

CHAD SMITH
Attorney-At-Law

601-584-9537
www.mchadwicksmith.com

Free Background Info on Request.

Jan20_MCAN
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!!! DIALYSIS ALERT !!! 
FDA Warning issued for 

GranuFlo® and NaturaLyte®

If you or a loved one used  GranuFlo® or Nat-
uraLyte® in a dialysis treatment between Janu-
ary 2008 and June 2012 and suffered a heart
attack, heart damage, stroke or death within 48
hours, you or your loved one may have been
injured by this product.  

Know Your Legal Rights!
Contact attorney 

Robert G. “Trey” Taylor, III* 
for free consultation at (601) 826-0520 
or  by email at RT3ATTY@gmail.com.  

*More information about attorney is available at the Mississippi State Bar
(601) 355-8635 and the Texas State Bar (512) 427-1463.   Principal office :
Houston, Texas. 
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

Packages start at just

Everyday price $24.99/mo

John got in the game 
with a wide range of 
sports, movies and 
more & saved up 
to $850!

Nicole went back to 
basics and saved $312!

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 months, 
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at 
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not  available  in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month 
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from 
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of  current  account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay 
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service 
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of  Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, 
non-refundable processing fee.           

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS
with qualifying packages. Offer based on the 

discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home. 
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
1-888-471-1216
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with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and 
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime 
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without 
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®, 
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Lanier and Ridgeland battle 
in important district game

Murrah High School and Jackson State 
alum Lindsey Hunter to coach Suns

Judging by the attendance at 
the ballgame this past Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, Bulldog fans expected an 
easy win.  Ridgeland didn’t get 
the message.  The Titans battled 
tooth and nail with the Bulldogs 
the entire game and even lead by 
several points.

Ridgeland came out focused, 
determined and knocking down 
their shots in route to a seven 
point first quarter lead.  Lanier 
battled back behind the shooting 
of senior guard Iury Dixon.  Dix-
on knocked down back to back 
three pointers providing momen-
tum for Lanier.

In the second quarter, Lanier’s 
defense and rebounding were the 
keys to giving them a halftime 
lead. The Bulldogs don’t have the 
tallest players, but they scrap and 
bang for every loose ball. Despite 
the rebounding problem, the Ti-
tans only trailed by 2 at the half.

Just before the start of the third 
quarter, Lanier introduced the 
1965 national champion Lanier 
Bulldogs team. The crowd was 
excited to congratulate these men 
on their achievement. In the sec-
ond half, the same nip and tuck 
battled continued.

Neither team could really put 
the other team away. They tried 
and tried but couldn’t do it. Ridge-
land got great momentum from 
dunks and hustle plays, while La-
nier’s inside presence and three 
point shooting was working on 

their end.
Ridgeland rallied 

in the fourth quar-
ter to within strik-
ing distance. Lanier 
knocked down their 
free throws.

Ridgeland had one 
more shot, but their 
desperation three 
pointer to force over-
time bounced off the 
rim.

Final score: Lani-
er 62, Ridgeland 59.

One of the most successful 
basketball players to come 
from Jackson, Mississippi 
has been handed the keys to 
the Phoenix Suns basketball 
team.  The Suns parted ways 
with Alvin Gentry because 
of their lackluster season.

Hunter, who was a finalist 
for the Orlando Magic job 
this past summer, played 17 
seasons in the NBA. He was 
drafted in the first round by 
the Detroit Pistons as an of-
fensive threat but eventually 
continued to play based on 
his stellar defense.

He joined the Suns orga-
nization this season as the 
team’s play development 
director. Needless to say, he 
was shocked to find out he 
had been tabbed as the in-
terim coach.

“I think the simple an-
swer is that the organiza-

tion needed a jolt,” general 
manager Lance Blanks said. 
“We needed something that 
would shock the system 
of us, the players, and risk 
trumps safety in this busi-
ness. We felt this was the 
right person to take the risk 
on.”

As a guard with five NBA 
teams, Hunter averaged 8.5 
points, 2.7 assists and 1.2 

steals in 937 games, 438 
as a starter. He won NBA 
championships with the Los 
Angeles Lakers in 2002 and 
the Detroit Pistons in 2004.

At JSU, Hunter averaged 
over 24 points per game in 
three seasons and led the 
Tigers to a regular-season 
SWAC title and an NIT 
berth during his senior sea-
son in 1993.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  
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Iury Dixon set the tone for Lanier

1965 National Champion Lanier Bulldogs

Keyshaun Simmons goes up strong

Xavier Marion of Ridgeland skies 
for a layup



Hosted by City of Jackson and Ward 3 Councilwoman LaRita Cooper-Stokes
Kickoff at Intersection Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and Medgar Evers Boulevard

Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013

31st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Parade 
Theme: Living the Dream in 2013

Photos By Kevin RoBinson
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Book Review:
“The PeRfecT MaRRiage”
BykiMBeRla lawson RoBy  
  c.2013, gRand cenTRal PuBlishing
   $19.99 / $21.99 Canada   •  192 pages

Once upon a time, you prom-
ised to love for better or for 
worse. And so through sickness 
and health, you tried your best 
in your marriage. Whether you 
were richer one day and poorer 
the other, you loved fiercely, 
honored often, and obeyed your 
heart. 

Maybe that worked. Maybe 
it didn’t. Maybe you got the re-
lationship you dreamed about, 
but in the new novel, “The 
Perfect Marriage” by Kimberla 
Lawson Roby, desires outside 
this household are stronger than 
the ones inside it.

Denise Shaw had every-
thing she’d ever wanted. She 
had a very-well-paying job she 
loved. Her adoring, handsome 
husband, Derrek, who’d come 
from a broken home with shaky 
roots, also had a great job with a 
fat salary. They had a beautiful 
home, fancy cars, good money 
saved, and a wonderful, smart 
daughter who was the light of 
their lives. 

Yes, things were stressful 
sometimes. Life was hectic. 
Yes, she and Derrek used co-
caine, but it was no big deal. It 
was just a harmless little now-
and-then pick-me-up.

Derrek, on the other hand, 
thought they needed to stop get-
ting high. When he was a child, 
Derrek’s parents were addicted 
to crack and the drugs became 
more important than their twin 
sons. 

Derrek and his brother were 
raised by their grandparents, 
which was the best thing that 
ever happened to Derrek. Dix-
on, however, had become an 
addict like his parents and he 
was always asking for money. 

Over time, that destroyed the 
brothers’ relationship; in fact, 
Derrek hadn’t spoken to Dixon 
in three years. So when Dixon’s 
number kept popping up on 
caller ID, Derrek was annoyed 
and angry. He wasn’t about to 
give more cash to some dead-
beat drug addict. Dixon was 
just no good.

But then Derrek learned that 
his brother wasn’t calling for 
money. He was calling to say 
goodbye because Dixon was 
terminally ill. And when he 
died just hours after the two 
patched things up, it sent Der-
rek deep into grief. Instead of 
reaching for his wife for com-
fort, though, he reached for 
something powdery white…. 

Scan the first few pages in 
this book and you’ll know ex-
actly what’s ahead. Even read-
ing this review, you can prob-
ably tell. You know - but you 
can’t not look, which is a curi-
ous downfall for “The Perfect 
Marriage.”  

The funny thing is that I 
couldn’t wait for this novel 
to end. It’s an uncomfortably 
squirmy book to read simply 
because we do know what’s 
coming, and author Kimberla 
Lawson Roby doesn’t make 
that discomfort any easier: her 
main characters seemed awful-
ly uppity to me and I thought, 
without ruining the plot for 
you, the actions of their “smart” 
daughter were pretty dumb.  

On one hand, that distasteful-
ness heightens the experience 
of reading this story. On the 
other hand, that made me race 
to end it. But overall, this isn’t 
a bad book. It’s not great, ei-
ther, but it’s worth a look-see. If 
you want a quick-to-read novel 
that’s not easy to read, grab 
“The Perfect Marriage” - you 
could do better and you could 
do worse.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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Jamie Foxx is being put 
under the spotlight, once 
again, but this time over 
some family related drama.

Like many famous peo-
ple out there, his 74-year-
old father and family is 
reaching out to him via 
tabloids, blaming the actor 
for a strained relationship.

“We’ve called Jamie sev-
eral times over the years 
and left hundreds of mes-
sages,” the actor’s step-
mother Hellema Abdullah 
told The ENQUIRER.

“But he has never re-
turned our calls. Now his 
father is sick with severe 
scar tissue on his lungs and 
has to be on oxygen ev-
ery day. I just wish Jamie 
would call.”

Jamie’s parents, Darrell 

Bishop and Louise Annette 
Talley, were very young 
when he was born. Over-
whelmed, they decided to 
let Louise’s parents adopt 
him, and he was raised in a 
strict Christian home.

The actor, raised by his 
grandmother, kept in con-
tact with his father spo-
radically over the years. 
But after his grandmother 
passed in 2004, contact 
had been almost complete-
ly cut off.

By the way, Foxx’s fa-
ther converted to Islam and 
changed his name to Sha-
heed Abdullah, and for a 
while the star had minimal 
contact with him.

An insider claims that by 
cutting off contact, Jamie 
is getting revenge against 
his father for all the years 

he was abandoned. Jamie 
even discussed the pain of 
being given away by par-
ents who still lived near-
by.

“I still ask myself why 
they didn’t want me. May-
be they weren’t ready to 
raise a child. Was it too in-
convenient? I lived just up 
the street from them. I’ll 
never understand it.”

Jennifer Hudson, Christina Aguilera 
and John Mayer are among the musi-
cians who will perform at the induc-
tion ceremony in April for the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum.

Hudson and Aguilera will pay tribute 
to the late disco icon Donna Summer, 
who is being inducted posthumously. 
Mayer and Gary Clark Jr. will salute 
blues guitarist Albert King, who is be-
ing inducted this year.

Dave Grohl of the Foo Fighters and 
Taylor Hawkins will induct Rush, the 
rock trio. And Don Henley of the Ea-
gles will induct Randy Newman.

Public Enemy and Heart are also set 
to enter the Hall of Fame, along with 
the producers Quincy Jones and Lou 
Adler. No announcement was made 
about who will honor them during the 
ceremony, which will be held on April 
18 at the Nokia Theatre in Los Ange-
les.

On May 18, HBO will broadcast a 
recording of the event.

ENTERTAINMENT
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Jamie Foxx avoiding 
contact with dying father?

J-Hud, Aguilera to salute Donna 
Summer at Rock Hall ceremony

Maybe Beyonce DIDN’T lip sync; 
Marine Band really doesn’t know

Did Beyonce sing live or 
did she lip sync the “Star-
Spangled Banner”at President 
Obama’s inauguration?

It was thought there was a 
clear answer in that she was 
lip synching, as reps from the 
Marine Corp band said earlier.

Well, now the band is back-
tracking somewhat. Basically, 
they’re saying THEY didn’t 

play live, but they just don’t 
know about Beyonce.

On Tuesday, Jan. 22, a 
spokeswoman for the U.S. 
Marine Band told news out-
lets that Beyonce lip synced 
at President Barack Obama’s 
inauguration.

Master Sgt. Kristin duBois 
said the band was notified at 
the last minute that Beyonce 
would use a pre-recorded 

voice track.
However, by late afternoon, 

the Marine Corps backed off 
that statement.

Marine Corps spokesman 
Capt. Gregory Wolf said that 
because there was no oppor-
tunity for Beyonce to rehearse 
with the Marine Band, it was 
determined that a live perfor-
mance by the band was ill ad-
vised.

Instead they used a pre-
recorded track for the band’s 
portion of the song.

“Regarding Ms. Knowles-
Carter’s vocal performance,” 
Wolf’s statement continued, 
“no one in the Marine Band is 
in a position to assess whether 
it was live or pre-recorded.”

A representative for Be-
yonce did not respond to re-
quests for comment Beyonce

Foxx

Actress Jennifer Hudson poses for a portrait during 
the 2013 Sundance Film Festival at the Getty Images 
Portrait Studio at Village at the Lift on Jan. 18, 2013 in 
Park City, Utah.

eurweb.com
eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  FRESH  3  LBS.  OR  MORE

GROUND 
CHUCK

PER  LB.

$300

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$100

FRESH

WHOLE
FRYERS

PER  LB.

$100
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
SHOULDER  ROAST

PER  LB.

$300

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T - BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$699

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

PORK
STEAK

PER  LB.

$200

SOLD  IN  2  PACK  FROZEN

SMALL PORK
SPARE  RIBS

PER  LB.

$200

GWALTNEY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5

REG.  OR  THICK  SLICED  BAR-S

BOLOGNA
12  OZ.  PKG.

$100

LEAN,  HOT  &  CROISSANTS

POCKETS
7.5 - 9  OZ.

2/$4
SAVE  ON

PEPSI PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$11
SELECT  FROZEN

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES

12- 16  OZ.

4/$5

FREEZER  PLEEZER  &  PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ICE  CREAM

SANDWICHES
6  CT.

2/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY HEARTY

BISCUITS
12  OZ. .................................... 79¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CREAM

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

4/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CUBES,  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ.  PKG. ................................. 

$17  9

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SOUR

CREAM
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$3
MINUTE  MAID  ORANGE

JUICE
59  OZ.  CTN. ............................... 

2/$6
PICTSWEET  SELECT  VARIETIES  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
12 - 16  OZ. ..................................

4/$5
ASSORTED  TOPPINGS  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

PIZZAS
6.1 - 6.5  OZ. ...............................77¢

JOSE  OLE

BURRITOS
5  OZ. ......................................  

$10   0

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN

APPLES
FUJI.  RED  DELICIOUS.  PER  LB.

$100

NORTHWEST  SWEET  ANJOU

PEARS
PER  LB.

$100
FRESH  TANGY

KIWI
EACH

4/$1
BABY  PEELED

CARROTS
1  LB.  BAG

$100

RED,  ORANGE,  YELLOW  BELL

PEPPERS  
EACH

$100

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.

January 23 - 29, 2013


