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The Margaret Walker Cen-
ter and Jackson State University 
(JSU) officials called on veteran 
journalist and civil rights advocate 
Charlayne Hunter-Gault to deliver 
the 45th Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Birthday Convocation 
address this year, Friday, Jan. 17, 
at the Rose E. McCoy auditorium. 

After the convocation speech 
Hunter Gault was awarded the 
“For My People” award, named 
for a poem written by Margaret 
Walker Alexander, renowned au-
thor and professor at JSU.

Also receiving the award were 
the African American Military 
History Museum in Hattiesburg 
for its efforts to preserve the his-

tory of black Mississippians who 
defended this country and David 
and Patricia Crosby of Mississippi 
Cultural Crossroads for their cre-
ative endeavors in the community.

“I would hope that Dr. King 
would only dream of reaching 
more mountain tops but fighting 
with new weapons to liberate the 
as yet un-liberated parts of the 
deep south as well as the up north 
where people are still denied and 
miseducated in the resegregated 
schools there or schools that were 
never integrated and which still 
get the last piece of the education 
pie,” Hunter-Gault said. 

Hunter-Gault, who was Na-
tional Public Radio’s Africa cor-
respondent and lives in South 
Africa, talked of how Dr. King en-

couraged Americans to return to 
parts of this country to help those 
lagging in opportunity.”

She said, “I would like to think 
that today Dr. King would be em-
bracing diversity, but let diversity 
not divert us from harnessing the 
issue of race which is a unique 
history in the country and which 
is still the elephant in the room in 
this advanced democracy. Wheth-
er we can eradicate it once and for 
all for us is an open question.”

She questioned whether we 
should want a colorblind society 
or want to live in a post-racial so-
ciety. Or should we want a society 
where we acknowledge our differ-

The 10th Annual Press 
Breakfast hosted by the 
historic College Hill Mis-

sionary Baptist Church was 
memorable and inspiring 
Saturday, Jan. 18.

The church’s Public Re-
lations Ministry presented 

the theme, “Moving the 
Masses - Accountability for 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
2014 was a day of service for 
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi 
Capital Area (HFHMCA) and ap-
proximately 100 of the non-profit’s 
volunteers.

Individuals wanting to make a 
difference in their community that 
day by volunteering with HFHM-
CA worked at three Habitat houses 
and at the Care-Taker’s Cottage at 
The Salvation Army Thrift Store at 
570 Beasley Road.

“Habitat for Humanity Mississip-

pi Capital Area reached out to help 
The Salvation Army after that orga-
nization experienced a tremendous 
loss when its Thrift Store was de-
stroyed by fire,” said Cindy Griffin, 
executive director of HFHMCA. 

“Building is what HFHMCA 
does, and this method of helping 

The Salvation Army was a natural 
gift for our construction staff and 
volunteers.”

Shamberi Horton, director of 
children’s activities for Stewpot, 

As the city of Jackson flour-
ished with events celebrating the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., Jan. 20, Tougaloo College 
and Millsaps College joined as 
colleges to celebrate the joined 
legacies of Martin Luther King 
and Nelson Mandela.

“For years we have worked 

with Tougaloo on civil rights is-
sues and we decided to contin-
ued working together even after 
all the laws changed,” said Sher-
ryl Wilburn, director of intercul-
tural and international programs 
at Millsaps.

So each year the two colleges 
alternate campuses. This year 
Tougaloo hosted the program. 

Wilburn said, “We wanted 

the relationships of Martin and 
Mandela to be celebrated togeth-
er this year, after the passing of 
Mandela in 2013. We wanted to 
keep the collective focus.

“It is important for us to grow 
and not just on this one day a 

During the legislative session for 
the last several years, educators, ad-
ministrators, advocates and teach-
ers across the state of Mississippi 
have fought to give the state the 
boost it needs to succeed, by fight-
ing for and encouraging our state 
legislators to fully fund Mississip-
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Margaret Walker Center - JSU 
celebrate King’s birthday with 
international journalist Hunter-Gault

10th Annual Press Breakfast hosted by 
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church 
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Pastor Dr. Michael T. Williams defines leadership

Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area blankets area with volunteers
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Othor Cain with Carol Burger, president, United Way of the Capital 
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MLK Day volunteers Toni Johnson, Brittany Singleton, Shamberi 
Horton and Latoria McDonald

Charlayne Hunter-Gault (center) with JSU mass communications students Caroline Zhao, Taylor Bem-
bery, Deabra Gray, Tenesha Hughes, Brittany Edwards, and Dr. Sunny Fridge, assistant mass communi-
cations professor. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE JONES
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the Assignment.” Pastor Dr. 
Michael T. Williams present-
ed the annual “State of the 
Church Address.”

The pastor related the 
congregation’s monumen-
tal achievements, notably 
raising $140,000 for a new 
church edifice. He extolled 
members and urged all to im-
merse themselves in church 
affairs through constructive 
engagement and positive 
contributions, as a mission-
ary church. 

He stressed that the church 
champions the concept of 
“inclusion” rather than ex-
clusion and that every mem-
ber should strive to serve as 
an outreach emissary.

Focusing on the impor-
tance of effective church 
participation, he enumerated 
three cardinal characteristics 
of leaders. He said, “Great 
leaders provide clear direc-
tion, significant motivation 
and clear the path.”

Brenda Tate introduced the 
church representatives who 
formed a panel that reported 
on their respective ministries 

and addressed questions from 
the attending press.

The panelists included 
the Pastor Williams, Youth 
Ministry Daphne Higgins; 
Mission Ministry Mildred 
B. Kelley; Children’s Min-
istry Lenita Knight; Dea-
con’s Ministry Jacob McE-
wen; Music Ministry Vanette 
Montgomery and Trustee 
Ministry Louis Wright.

The panelists answered 
questions on the church’s 
contemporary role, youth 
recruitment and retention, 
community development, 
educational connections, as-
sistance and myriad topics.

Press participants included 
Jerry Domatob, mass com-
munication professor and in-
terim chair, Alcorn State Uni-
versity; Harold Gater, The 
Clarion-Ledger; Ayesha K. 
Mustafaa, editor, The Missis-
sippi Link; Rae’Jean Spears, 
fresman in mass communi-
cation at Tougaloo College; 
Eric Stringfellow, Jackson 
State University’s public re-
lations director; and Alice 
Tisdale, publisher, Jackson 

Advocate.
Special acknowledge-

ment was extended to the 
publisher of The Mississip-
pi Link, Jackie Hampton, a 
church member and one of 
the event’s architects. She 
also received the church’s 

“Extram” or Going The Extra 
Mile award. 

Marshall Weber, co-chair 
of pastoral support ministry, 
received the Most Valuable 
Player award for volunteer-
ism. Deacon Green received 
the Distinguished Member of 

the Year Award.
Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob 

is a mass communication 
professor at Alcorn State 
University, Lorman, Miss. He 
also serves as interim depart-
ment chair. He is an author, 
journalist, photographer, 

poet and researcher. His 
publications obtainable from 
AMAZON.com are: Positive 
Vibrations and Communi-
cation, Culture and Human 
Rights. Please contact him at 
Jdomatob@yahoo.com or Jk-
domatob@alcorn.edu.

Jackson Advocate publisher Alice Tisdale and student Rae’Jean Spears Robert Green, with wife Audrey, holds his Church Member of the Year award 

Members of the College Hill Youth Ministry The Mississipi Link publisher and College Hill member Jackie Hampton received the Go The Extra Mile award
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year.  Everyday is a time that 
we still need to do something 
on behalf of civil rights.”

Students from Hastings Col-
lege in Nebraska who were in 
Jackson for their multicultural 
program in Jackson Public 
Schools, experienced the cul-
ture of this area. The students 
arrived in Jackson the night be-
fore the King Day celebrations, 
this being the first stop on their 
week long stay in Jackson.

“It is very exciting to be here 
because in Nebraska the King 
holiday is not celebrated, so 
this is our first cultural experi-
ence here,” said Kaylee Ander-
son, an elementary and special 
education major at Hastings.

Keynote speaker Dr. Dolphus 
Weary opened his address by 
stating, “In 1965, I could not 
chase my dream.”

Born in Sandy Hook, Miss., 
in the mid 1940s, Weary attend-
ed Piney Woods Junior College 
and then the L.A. Baptist Col-

lege on a basketball scholar-
ship.

“Now when my daughter 
graduated, she could chase her 
dreams and it is all because on 
Martin Luther King Jr.,” he said. 
“This breakfast is about looking 
back at the past and dreaming 
forward for the future.

“What Dr. King did was put 
on center stage the problems of 
racism in America.” Weary ex-
plained that while black young 
men could be on sports teams, 
they could not hold a leadership 
position like quarterback.

He said God brought him 
back to Mississippi to be part 
of a “change process.” He de-
scribed an incident when Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. was stabbed 
by a woman, and it was said the 
blade came so close to his lungs 
that if he had sneezed, he would 
have died.

“I am so glad that Martin 
didn’t sneeze that time,” said 
Weary. “Whether in Alabama, 

Mississippi or Arkansas, we are 
delighted that Martin Luther 
Kind did not sneeze. He lived 
on with grace and compassion.

“Grace is the ability to move 
and continue to do things even 
when people do not treat you 
right. Still you learn how to 
treat them right.”

Presiding over the breakfast 
program were Ghali Haddad, 
president of the Student Body 
Association of Millsaps and 
Cassius Rudolph, president of 
the Student Government Asso-
ciation of Tougaloo.

The Tougaloo College Fac-
ulty Instrumental Ensemble 
performed traditional spiritual 
selections. The breakfast closed 
with a prayer for peace and 
unity led by Dr. Larry Johnson, 
Tougaloo College chaplain, as a 
joint student presentation from 
Millsaps and Tougaloo students 
gave segments of the prayer in 
their native international lan-
guages.

ences.
She said while Dr. King fought 

for justice and equality at home, 
his vision extended to parts of the 
neighborhood that are now global 
for the fulfillment of the same 
dream he had for the former slaves 
and the sons of former slave own-
ers. His vision, his dream were for 
what he called the global neighbor-
hood.

Jackson State student Michael 
Joseph Wilson said Hunter-Gault’s 
words inspired him. 

“I will leave with a feeling of 
great inspiration and ambition,” 
said Wilson, a speech/theater major 
from Vicksburg and a member of 
JSU’s Gentleman’s Academy.

“I thought I had some but when 
I leave this place I’m going to do 
even more to attain the goals I have 
to make the world a better place. 
I feel like my life has changed to-
day.” 

Hunter-Gault was an appropriate 
choice to speak on the trajectory 
of the civil rights struggle in this 
country and the world. In 1961 she 
and fellow student Hamilton Hol-
mes became the first black students 
to enroll in the segregated Univer-
sity of Georgia, their admittance 
not won without a fight.

In 1978, Hunter-Gault joined 
PBS’s McNeil-Lehrer Newshour 
where she served as national corre-
spondent and filled in as an anchor. 
She joined NPR in 1997 as chief 
correspondent in Africa. 

In 1999, Hunter-Gault became 
the Johannesburg, South Africa 
bureau chief for CNN. She was in 
South Africa to cover Nelson Man-
dela’s release after 27 years in pris-
on and lives in South Africa today.  

She has received two national 
News and Documentary Emmy 
Awards and two George Foster 
Peabody Awards for her broadcast 
work. She was named Journalist of 
the Year by the National Associa-
tion of Black Journalists in 2005.

She noted that the story of Af-
rica is now being written by a new 
generation of leaders calling for 
transparency and accountability 
and a civil society determined to 
hold them to it. African journalists 
are now reporting without fears of 
state control and telling the story in 
ways it was not being told in the 
western media.

Hunter-Gault received procla-
mations from Jackson City Coun-
cilwoman LaRita Cooper-Stokes, 
Senator Hillman T. Frazier and 
members of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. Frazier presented her 
with a series of photographs from 
her last visit to JSU in 1973 for the 
Phyllis Wheatley Poetry Festival.

Hunter-Gault fielded questions 
from JSU mass communications 

students who wanted her insights 
on the state of journalism today. 
“Journalism is a real challenge, and 
I am thrilled that so many young 
people are interested.” She added 
that it is much more complicated 
today.

“I think we still have to continue 

and embrace the time-honored val-
ues of journalism; the basics are 
never going to change. Journalists 
have to be sure that we represent 
the voices of the people instead 
of ourselves. I am the instrument; 
I am the voice of the people. I am 
not the voice.”
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Hunter-Gault receives a commemorative bouquet from Dana A. Brown, 
left, and Athletic Director Vivian L. Fuller, members of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE JONES

Sherryl Wilburn (3rd from left) with Millsaps students   PHOTOS BY A.K. MUSTAFAA

Journalist and civil rights activist Charlayne Hunter-Gault answers 
questions from Jackson State mass communications students after 
speaking at the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Convocation at 
Rose E. McCoy Auditorium, Friday, Jan. 17. 

Tougaloo students and members of Gamma Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 

Dr. Robert Luckett, left, director of the Margaret Walker Alexander 
Center and Emilye Crosby present the center’s “For My People” award 
to Patricia and David Crosby of Mississippi Cultural Crossroads. 



January 20, 2014 marked the 31st ob-
servation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
birthday as a federal holiday. Like so 
many, this observation represents a time 
of personal reflection on the life and 
legacy of a man who was perhaps the 
single most important force for freedom 
and equality in the 20th century.

Today, I am reminded that our battle 
for self-determination here in Missis-
sippi continues. Although, people are no 
longer forbidden from hospitals because 
of their race and African-Americans are 
not required to state how many stars 
light up the sky in order to vote, rem-
nants of that era are inescapable and 
tangible. 

Mississippi continues to rank low-
est in the country in the indicators for 
health, economic security and social 
implications. Yet, our governor refused 
to expand Medicaid in Mississippi, 
leaving some 300,000 people without 
access to health care and turning away 
billions in federal grant money. We can 
ill afford to deny coverage to those who 
need it most.

The civil rights struggles of the early 
21st century can be seen in the effort to 
provide comprehensive health insur-
ance for all Americans - a basic neces-
sity that should not be reserved as the 
privilege of the wealthy. We find that 
many of my colleagues in Washington 
are fighting to gut the law, our Governor 
has filed a lawsuit claiming the legisla-

tion was unconstitutional, but the U.S. 
Supreme Court has validated the law. So 
it stands as the law of the land.

This is, of course, the same course 
of action that Governor Johnson took 
when Congress passed the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. Rather than ac-
knowledge the moral appropriateness of 
allowing black Mississippians to vote, 
Governor Johnson and his attorney gen-
eral sued the federal government, claim-
ing the legislation was unconstitutional 
and that it violated states’ rights.

While on the topic of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, the 21st century 
struggle can also be seen as our state has 
recently enacted a voter ID law. With a 

weakened Voting Rights Act, Missis-
sippi will now see immediate effects 
that not only make it more difficult for 
eligible voters to cast a ballot, but turn 
back the clock on the gains made in the 
past 50 years. 

The pre-clearance provision of the 
Voting Rights Act was the best tool 
we had to fight voting laws that dis-
criminate against low-income people 
and communities of color. Since 2006, 
the Voting Rights Act has been used to 
block 31 voting changes that the De-
partment of Justice found discriminato-
ry, not to mention the hundreds of laws 
that the Voting Rights Act deterred by its 
mere presence. 

Now, we are met with the challenge 

of devising a new provision that will 
safeguard the right of every voter to cast 
a ballot for the candidate of his or her 
choice.

Today, we face a real challenge. We 
must determine whether we will com-
mit ourselves to policies of governance 
that encourage and foster equality, rather 
than laws that discourage and disenfran-
chise our most vulnerable populations. 

In his 1967 speech titled “America’s 
Chief Moral Dilemma,” King said, “We 
suffer from a kind of poverty of spirit, 
which stands in glaring contrast to our 
scientific and technological abundance. 
We have learned to swim the seas like 
fish, fly the air like birds. Yet, we have 
not learned the simple art of walking the 
earth like brothers.”

As we continue to reflect on Dr. 
King’s birthday and enter into Black 
History Month, I urge each Mississip-
pian to focus on investing in their neigh-
bors and recommitting themselves to 
the idea of equality in our state.

Keep the faith.

Habitat 
Continued from page 1

Alignment Jackson 
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volunteered at a Habitat house on 
Glendale Street and recruited oth-
ers from the community to help, 
including an AmeriCorps volunteer 
and several teachers from Jackson 
Public Schools and Canton Public 
Schools.

“Every year since 7th grade, I 
have been doing some kind of vol-
unteer activity for Martin Luther 
King Day,” she said. “I volunteered 
today at Habitat because I wanted to 
help a family and give back to my 
community.”

Enjoying a beautiful day in the 
sun while painting a HFHMCA 
house on Maple Street to a “sunny” 
yellow was Ella McKnight, one of 
several cheerleaders from Belhaven 
University who volunteered along 
with their coach. 

“We are trying to follow what 
Dr. King stood for - giving folks a 
better way of life,” she said. “What 
better place to be spending the day 
than to be working on a home for 
someone.”

Also providing volunteers dur-
ing the day were the 
Mississippi College 
School of Law, the 
Butler Snow law 
firm, the Mississip-
pi College Biomed-
ical Program, and 
Voice of Calvary 
Baptist Church.

A day of service 
on the “off day” 
embodies the es-
sence of the Mar-
tin Luther King 
dream. Griffin said, 
“There is no more 
gratifying feel-
ing than working 
together to help a 
brother and sister in 
need.”

pi’s Adequate Education Program.
Supporters say this is the only 

way to lift Mississippi from the bot-
tom of the national rankings in the 
arena of education.

This year, that fight comes with 
several different layers. Teachers 
are fighting for pay raises; elected 
officials are debating whether to 
CORE or not to CORE (use of 
the CORE curriculum); private 
groups are applying for charters 
and the state’s largest school dis-
trict in Jackson is preparing itself to 
ALIGN.

Alignment Jackson comes at a 
time when the district needs it most. 
Based on 2012 State Accountability 
Ratings, the district has 18 schools 
on Academic Watch or schools that 
received a performance grade of 
“D” and 11 that are low performing 
schools or schools that received a 
performance grade of “F.” 

The purpose of Alignment Jack-
son is to facilitate community-wide 
collaboration in support of Jackson 
Public Schools’ strategic plan to 
improve student achievement.

Councilman Tony Yarber, who 
serves as co-chair of the governing 
board for Alignment Jackson and is 
a former principal said this is per-
sonal for him. “I take this personal. 
Education is a way of life and I 
think it is our collective responsi-
bility to ensure every child within 
this district succeeds,” Yarber said. 

“We are bringing partners and 
community members together to 
include members of the Alignment 
Jackson governing board, operating 
board and committees to develop 
tactical and action plans centered 
on our children’s success.

“We intend to get organized as a 
city and begin reaping the benefits 
of collective impact using the re-
sources and assets already present 
in the city of Jackson.”

Alignment Jackson uses the 
principles, policies, strategies and 
technology of the collective impact 
model Alignment Nashville, and 
will become only the third district 
in the country to implement it.

Eight years ago Nashville was 
dealing with some of the same is-

sues that the city of Jackson is grap-
pling with - low graduation rates, 
school district challenges and a 
host of people proclaiming to have 
the solution. Hundreds of well-in-
tentioned community organizations 
wanted to and were working with 
the schools but not in a strategic or 
coordinated manner.

Each organization was work-
ing with individual schools, each 
principal doing their best to man-
age community relationships while 
educating children. Today, Nash-
ville boasts a graduation rate of 82 
percent, up from 58 percent before 
Alignment Nashville.

How did they get there? Nash-
ville invested in Alignment Nash-
ville and began to use alignment 
principles, policies, structures 
and technology to transform their 
schools.

Jackson Public Schools Super-
intendent Dr. Cedrick Gray, or lead 
teacher as he bills his role, said, 
“This will work and we have no 
choice but to succeed. Our goal is 
to replicate their collective impact 

strategy and succeed in Jackson,” 
Gray added.

What is most unique about 
Alignment Jackson is its structure.  
Alignment Jackson was founded 
by United Way of the Capital Area 
in partnership with Jackson Pub-
lic Schools, the Greater Jackson 
Chamber Partnership and the City 
of Jackson.

Alignment Jackson includes a 
governing board consisting of the 
superintendent, United Way of the 
Capital Area president, Chamber 
president, Mayor, School Board 
president, a City Council repre-
sentative, a Jackson Public School 
parent and student, CEOs of major 
companies, a faith leader, and col-
lege, university and community 
college presidents.

“We cannot worry about what 
anyone else is doing,” said Carol 
Burger, president of the United 
Way of the Capital Area. “Our only 
goal is for the children of JPS to 
perform at their best and succeed…
I’m a firm believer that ‘graduation 
matters.’”

Alignment Jackson currently has 
four committees engaging all sec-
tors of the community on achieving 
the goals of Jackson Public Schools. 
Those committees include: Pre-K, 
elementary school, middle school, 
and high school.

Alignment Jackson committees 
serve as design and implementa-

tion teams allowing the city of 
Jackson to work across sectors 
towards common goals, using the 
same benchmarks while develop-
ing community accountability for 
our student’s success.

Alignment Jackson is commit-
ted to our children, our community, 
and our success.

Reinvesting in Dr. King’s LegacyPhoto of the Week
Miss Delta State visits the MS 

House of Representatives

Miss Delta State 2014 Briana Sturgis, a native of Jackson, stopped by the Mississippi State Capitol during 
its second day in session, Wednesday, Jan. 8. She visited with several representatives and the Speaker of 
the House Philip Gunn. Here she is welcomed by Representatives Linda Coleman (D-Mound Bayou) and 
Mary Coleman (D-Jackson). PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Shamberi Horton helping with  interior painting at a 
Habitat house on Glendale Volunteer Crystal Johnson working at the Glendale site

Volunteer Justin Brown applies paint to interior walls on a 
Habitat house on Glendale Street 

Belhaven University cheerleader Ella McKnight at 
Habitat house on Maple Street

Mississippi College graduate student Otess 
Wilson putting on a fresh coat of paint on a 
Habitat house on Glendale 

JPS Superintendent Cedric Gray

Thompson

City Councilman Yarber

Working at the Glendale Street site are (from left) T’knesha James, LaToria McDonald, and 
Candice Seals

By Congressman Bennie G. Thompson
Special to The Mississippi Link

COMMENTARY
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WASHINGTON - Higher-
income Americans and some 
legally married same-sex cou-
ples are likely to feel the big-
gest hits from tax law changes 
when they file their federal re-
turns in the next few months. 
Taxpayers also will have a 
harder time taking medical 
deductions.

In other changes for the 
2013 tax year, the Alterna-
tive Minimum Tax has been 
patched - permanently - to 
prevent more middle-income 
people from being drawn in, 
and there’s a simpler way to 
compute the home office de-
duction.

Tax rate tables and the stan-
dard deduction have been ad-
justed for inflation, as has the 
maximum contribution to re-
tirement accounts, including 
401(k) plans and Individual 
Retirement Accounts.

The provisions were set by 
Congress last January as part 
of legislation to avert the fis-
cal cliff of tax increases and 
spending cuts. “We finally got 
some certainty for this year,” 
said Greg Rosica, a contribut-
ing author to Ernst & Young’s 
“EY Tax Guide 2014.”

Nevertheless, the filing sea-
son is being delayed because 
of the two-week government 
shutdown last October. The 
Internal Revenue Service said 
it needs the extra time to en-
sure that systems are in place 
and working. People will be 
able to start filing returns Jan. 
31, a week and a half later 
than the original Jan. 21.

“People who are used to 
filing early in order to get a 
quick refund are just going 
to have to wait,” said Barbara 
Weltman, a contributing editor 
to “J.K. Lasser’s Your Income 
Tax 2014.”

No change in the April 15 
deadline, however. That’s set 
by law and will remain in 
place, the IRS says.

HIGHER-INCOME TAX-
PAYERS

The tax legislation passed 
at the start of 2013 perma-
nently extended the Bush-era 
tax cuts for most people, but 
also added a top marginal tax 
rate of 39.6 percent for those 
at higher incomes - $400,000 
for single filers, $450,000 for 
married couples filing jointly 
and $425,000 for heads of 
household.

On top of that, 
h i g h e r - i n c o m e 
taxpayers could 
see their itemized 
deductions and 
personal exemp-
tions phased out 
and pay higher 
capital gains tax-
es - 20 percent 
for some taxpay-
ers. And there 
are new taxes for 
them to help pay 
for health care re-
form.

There are dif-
ferent income 
thresholds for 
each of these new 
taxes.

An additional 
0.9 percent Medi-
care tax, for ex-
ample, kicks in 
on earnings over 
$250,000 for married couples 
filing jointly and $200,000 for 
singles and heads of house-
hold. Same for a 3.8 percent 
tax on investment income.

But the phase-out of per-
sonal exemptions and de-
ductions doesn’t begin until 
$300,000 for married couples 
filing jointly and $250,000 for 
singles.

Taxpayers who didn’t plan 
could find themselves with big 
tax bills come April 15 - and 
perhaps penalties for under-
withholding.

“It’s a snowball effect,” said 
Dave Du Val, TaxAudit.com’s 
vice president of customer ad-
vocacy.

Confused?
“The complexities of the 

tax code are only affecting 
those of us trying to read it,” 
National Taxpayer Advocate 
Nina Olson said in an inter-
view. Tax software makes a lot 
of those complexities invisible 
to most people.

As a result, taxpayers 
might not realize they’re be-
ing helped by a wide array of 
deductions and credits. “They 
have no idea of the benefits 
they are getting through the 
tax code,” she said.

STOCK SALES
One simplification: Many 

investors will find it easier to 
report stock sales if the 1099-
B forms they receive contain 
key details of the sale and the 
correct basis for computing 
gains and losses.

WHO’S FILING
The IRS processed more 

than 147 million tax returns in 
2013, down slightly from the 
previous year. More than 109 
million taxpayers received re-
funds that averaged $2,744, 
also slightly less than in 2012.

The upward trend of elec-
tronic filing continued, with 
more than 83 percent of re-
turns being filed online. The 
biggest jump, 4.6 percent, was 
among people who used soft-
ware programs to do their own 
taxes.

The IRS is continuing to of-
fer its Free File option, which 
is available to taxpayers with 
adjusted gross incomes of 
$58,000 or less. These tax-
payers can use brand-name 
software to file their taxes at 
no cost. Some states also par-
ticipate. The agency also has 
an option for taxpayers of all 
incomes - Free File Fillable 
Forms - which does basic cal-
culations but does not offer 
the guidance that a software 
package would.

For the 2013 tax year, the 
personal exemption is $3,900. 
The standard deduction is 
$12,200 for married taxpay-
ers filing jointly, $6,100 for 
singles, and $8,950 for heads 
of household.

EDUCATION
Many credits and deduc-

tions were extended for 2013, 
including several for educa-
tion. Among them: the Ameri-
can Opportunity Credit of 
up to $2,500 per student for 
tuition and fees and deduc-
tions for student loan interest 
and tuition-related expenses. 

Many of these are phased out 
at higher income levels.

Schoolteachers will still be 
able to deduct up to $250 in 
out-of-pocket expenses for 
books or other supplies.

MEDICAL EXPENSES
Taxpayers will still be able 

to deduct their medical ex-
penses, but it will be more 
difficult for many to qualify. 
The threshold for deducting 
medical expenses now stands 
at 10 percent of adjusted gross 
income, up from 7.5 percent. 
There’s an exception, though, 
for those older than 65. For 
them, the old rate is grandfa-
thered in until 2017.

HOME OFFICE DEDUC-
TION

Among the other changes 
for 2013, taxpayers who work 
at home will now have a sim-
plified option for taking a 
home office deduction.

“You can claim this deduc-
tion for the business use of a 
part of your home only if you 
use that part of your home 
regularly and exclusively,” the 
IRS said.

But, if you sit at your kitch-
en table and check work email, 
it doesn’t qualify. “The regu-
lar and exclusive business use 
must be for the convenience of 
your employer and not just ap-
propriate and helpful in your 
job,” according to the agency.

The IRS said that for tax year 
2011, the most recent year for 
which numbers are available, 
more than 3.3 million people 
claimed nearly $10 billion in 
home office deductions using 

Schedule C. The 
number does not 
include the home 
office deduction 
taken by farmers, 
which is taken on 
a different form.

Most taxpayers 
claiming the de-
duction are self-
employed, accord-
ing to the IRS.

Until this year, 
you had to figure 
actual expenses 
for a home office, 
according to Welt-
man. “Starting 
with 2013 returns, 
if you’re eligible 
for the deduction, 
you can take a 
standard deduc-
tion of $5 per 
square foot, up to 
300 square feet,” 

she said. The maximum de-
duction using this method is 
$1,500.

The IRS said people who 
take the simplified option will 
have to fill out one line on 
Schedule C, as opposed to a 
43-line form.

Weltman likened the simpli-
fied home office deduction to 
the IRS deduction for business 
use of your car. “You can do 
your actual costs or the IRS 
mileage rates.”

The standard mileage rate 
for business use of a car in 
2013 is 56.5 cents a mile.

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE
Beginning this year, same-

sex couples who are legally 
married will for the most part 
have to choose married filing 
jointly or married filing sepa-
rately when doing their tax re-
turns. This is true even if they 
live in a state that does not 
recognize gay marriage.

Many of these couples will 
now find themselves hit by the 
marriage penalty, especially if 
both spouses work.

For example, with their in-
comes combined, they might 
hit the threshold for the extra 
Medicare taxes, or the begin-
ning of the phase-out of de-
ductions and the standard ex-
emption.

However, when it comes to 
things like estate taxes, the 
federal recognition of same-
sex marriage will help legally 
married gay and lesbian cou-
ples. That was the issue in the 
Supreme Court decision in the 
case of Edith Windsor, who 

had to pay estate taxes after 
her lesbian spouse died.

In addition, health insurance 
purchased from an employer 
for a same-sex spouse can 
be paid pre-tax and excluded 
from income.

“Like opposite-sex cou-
ples, gay and lesbian married 
couples can qualify to use 
the head-of-household status, 
when kids are involved, where 
the spouses are living apart,” 
the IRS said.

Same-sex married couples 
also have the option of filing 
amended returns going back 
to 2010, using the married-fil-
ing-jointly status. Rosica said 
couples will have to look at 
their individual circumstances 
to see if that’s beneficial from 
a tax perspective.

When it comes to filing state 
returns, same-sex married 
couples living in states that 
don’t recognize gay marriage 
most likely will have to file as 
singles. Since federal returns 
often are used as a starting 
point for state returns, that 
could force them to calculate 
their federal taxes twice, once 
for filing the federal return 
and once for figuring out their 
state taxes.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
If you made energy effi-

ciency improvements to your 
home, such as installing new 
windows or a qualifying fur-
nace or heat pump, you might 
be able to take an energy 
credit of 10 percent of the cost 
up to a lifetime maximum of 
$500.

However, of that total, the 
IRS said, “only $200 can be 
for windows, $50 for any ad-
vanced main air circulating 
fan, $150 for any qualified 
natural gas, propane, or oil 
furnace or hot water boiler, 
and $300 for any item of en-
ergy-efficient building prop-
erty.”

There are additional credits 
for solar. However, the credit 
for plug-in electric vehicles 
has expired.

Once again, the IRS is re-
minding taxpayers to make 
sure their Social Security 
numbers are entered correctly 
and their returns are signed.

Those who feel they need 
more time can apply for an 
extension, until Oct. 15. But 
if you do file for an extension, 
remember to estimate and pay 
any taxes due - or face a pos-
sible penalty.

NATIONAL

Higher-income Americans 
hit hardest by tax changes

This Thursday, Jan. 9, 2013 photo, shows a 2013 1040-ES IRS Estimated Tax form at H & R Block tax prepara-
tion office in the Echo Park district of Los Angeles. AP PHoTo/DAmIAn DovARgAnES

Mississippi in Action, the host 
organization for the Fourth Annual 
HIV/AIDS Day at the Capitol, 
works to empower HIV survivors 
in Mississippi to advocate for 
themselves. The organization will 
sponsor travel arrangements for 
over 50 Mississippians living with 
HIV or AIDS, their friends, fam-
ily and a broad network of com-
munity advocates across the state 
to band together at the Capitol and 
meet their legislators.

Their sole purpose is to advo-
cate for solutions to the problem of 
HIV transmission in Mississippi, 
through increased prevention/edu-
cation programs and provision of 
healthcare for survivors of HIV, 
approaching 10,000 Mississippi 
citizens.  

Once met, these goals will en-
sure a reduction in Mississippi’s 
AIDS diagnoses - now sixth in the 
nation, according to the CDC. Ad-
vocates also expect to reduce the 

staggering statistic that show de-
spite successful national outcomes 
in the most current HIV treatment 
options, more than 50 percent of 
known HIV cases in Mississippi 
- also the nation’s poorest state - 
have not accessed care within the 
last 12 months.  

Untreated, the Human-Immu-
no Virus or HIV will most likely 
progress to AIDS, which remains 
as deadly as it has been since the 
beginning of the AIDS epidemic, 
nearly three decades ago.

According to Mississippi in 
Action Executive Director Valen-
cia Robinson, “Our state officials 
have not increased funding for 
HIV/AIDS services, prevention 
or treatment since the onset of this 
epidemic. 

“Today is the day for our legis-
lature to become educated and in-
formed and hear the needs of those 
living with and affected by HIV in 
Mississippi.”

Mississippi’s Fourth Annual 

HIV/AIDS Day at the Capitol will 
feature a press conference Jan. 30 
at 10 a.m. at the Capitol Rotunda 
on the second floor. State health 
officials, state legislators, and per-
sons living with HIV should know 
how the disease is criminalized in 
Mississippi.

Also to be discussed are the 
barriers to care faced by Missis-
sippians living with HIV/AIDS as 
well as identify opportunities for 
improving access to healthcare, 
including developing anti-stigma 
campaigns, engaging faith com-
munities, using mobile health 
units, and empowering people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS.

All events are free and open to 
the public.

For more information regarding 
workshops scheduled for Wednes-
day, Jan. 29, and the Town Hall 
Meeting scheduled for Friday, 
Jan. 31, and to register please 
contact Valencia Robinson at 601-
978-0757.

Approaching the Fourth Annual HIV/
AIDS Day at the MS State Capitol
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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More than 70 students from 
Davis Magnet Elementary 
were “ready to run” in the 
Mississippi Blues Marathon 
One-Mile Kids’ Run on Sat-
urday, January 11, 2014. 

Davis students in kinder-
garten through fifth grades 
took part in “Get Ready to 
Run” physical education 
classes. The program was 
sponsored by Blue Cross & 
Blue Shield of Mississippi. 
It introduced students to the 
benefits of being active and 
taught them that running can 
be fun. Students learned how 
to warm-up for running, the 
importance of good form, 
pacing to run longer distanc-
es, and how to set running 
goals.

The One-Mile Kids Run 
was the culminating activity 
for the program. All of the 
students anticipated crossing 
the finish line and receiving 

their medals.
“I am hoping to have fun 

and do my best,” said fourth 
grader Adayah Wood before 
the run. “It is very cool for 
kids to get to do this race and 

it’s healthy too!”
According to Beth West, 

the school’s International 
Baccalaureate coordinator, 
the “Get Ready to Run” les-
sons supported the program’s 

focus by giving the students 
tools to make healthy life-
style choices that benefit their 
overall well-being.

Learn more on the Davis 
Magnet website.

Davis Magnet students run in Blues Marathon

Second graders sprint to the finish line. Sage Martin (middle in black tights), Ce-
celia Morrison (back left in pink shorts), and Geena Harrion (far right in blue pants)

More than 70 students from Davis Magnet Elementary ran in the Mississippi Blues Marathon One-Mile Kids’ Run 
on Saturday, Jan. 11, 2014. 

Michael Holly, kindergarten; Brandon Evans, 1st grade; Madison Evans, 
3rd grade; and Zyon Davis, 3rd grade (back)

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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If you earned less than $52,000 in 2013, you could get a potential $6,000 refund through the Earned Income Tax Credit program.  
Super Tax Day makes it easy to find out if you qualify.

Entergy is proud to partner with local community advocates to sponsor Super Tax Day at IRS-certified Volunteer Income Tax Assistance sites 
in your community. These sites provide free tax preparation. They’ll also make sure you get the full refund you have coming to you, including 
any available credits. 

So don’t pay hundreds of dollars on tax return preparation. Get the help you need, free of charge on Super Tax Day. It’s the smartest, easiest 
way to get more of your refund.

What to bring:
• A valid photo ID.
• Your W-2s and/or 1099s.
• Social Security cards for you and everyone you claim 
 on your returns.

• Previous years’ tax returns (if you have any).
• For direct deposit refunds, bring a canceled or voided check, 
 or your bank account number and routing number. 

Attend Super Tax Day!
Friday, Jan. 31, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Jackson Medical Mall, 350 W. Woodrow Wilson Drive

For more information, visit entergy.com/eitc or dial 2-1-1. 

Get More 
Of Your Refund.
Get Free Tax Preparation on Super Tax Day.

© 2014

Super Tax Day is 
brought to you by:

9061 Entergy EITC Jackson 11x14.indd   1 1/20/14   3:54 PM
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The National Pan-Hellenic 
Council of the Metro Jackson 
Area held its 2014 Warm Coats 
& Warm Hearts drive with a joy 
of excitement on Jan. 20.

In conjunction with the obser-
vance of Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., the council collected 502 
coats toward the national cam-
paign sponsored by Good Morn-
ing America and the American 
Broadcasting Company (ABC).

The National Pan-Hellenic 
Council local sororities and fra-
ternities convened at Burlington 
Coat Factory at the Metro Cen-
ter mall to make the presenta-
tion to the store manager, Keith 
Sartor.

WASHINGTON - One in 13 
children could see their lives short-
ened by smoking unless the nation 
takes more aggressive action to end 
the tobacco epidemic, the U.S. Sur-
geon General said Jan. 17 - even 
as, astonishingly, scientists added 
still more diseases to the long list of 
cigarettes’ harms.

“Enough is enough,” acting Sur-
geon General Borish Lushniak de-
clared at a White House ceremony 
unveiling the 980-page report that 
urges new resolve to make the next 
generation a smoke-free genera-
tion.

“The clock is ticking,” Lushniak 
said. “We can’t wait another 50 
years.”

On the 50th anniversary of 
the landmark 1964 surgeon gen-
eral’s report that launched the 
anti-smoking movement, far fewer 
Americans are smoking - about 18 
percent of adults today, down from 
more than 42 percent in 1964.

But the government may not 
meet its goal of dropping that rate 
to 12 percent by 2020, the new re-
port cautions.

Nearly half a million people 

will die from smoking-related dis-
eases this year. Each day, more 
than 3,200 youths smoke their first 
cigarette. New products such as e-
cigarettes, with effects that aren’t 
yet understood, complicate public 
health messages.

And if current trends continue 
unabated, 5.6 million of today’s 
children and teens will go on to die 
prematurely during adulthood be-
cause of smoking, the report says.

What’s particularly remarkable 
is that 50 years into the war on 
smoking, “we’re still finding out 
new ways that tobacco maims and 
kills people,” added Dr. Thomas 
Frieden, director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
“Tobacco is even worse than we 
knew it was.”

Lung cancer and heart disease 
have long been known to be the 
top causes of death for smokers. 
The report adds more entries to the 
official list of smoking-caused dis-
eases, many of them costly chronic 
illnesses that people struggle with 
for years. Included are Type 2 dia-
betes, rheumatoid arthritis, erectile 
dysfunction, the macular degenera-
tion that can blind older adults, and 
the birth defects cleft palate and 

cleft lip. Also new to the 
list are two additional can-
cers - liver and colorectal.

Smoking is costing the 
nation nearly $300 billion 
in medical bills, lost pro-
ductivity and other costs, 
officials said. Yet Frieden 
said states are spending 
less than $1.50 a person 
on tobacco control each 
year when they should 
be spending about $12 a 
person.

The report urges in-
creased use of proven to-
bacco-control measures, 
including price hikes for 
cigarettes and expanding 
comprehensive indoor-
smoking bans that cur-

rently cover about half the popula-
tion.

The report also encourages re-
search into newer ideas, such as 
whether lowering the amount of 
addictive nicotine in cigarettes 
would help people quit.

Here are some ways the smoking 
landscape has changed between the 
1964 surgeon general’s report and 
Jan. 17:

1964: The surgeon general de-
clares that cigarette smoking in-
creases deaths.

2014: About 20.8 million people 
in the U.S. have died from smok-
ing-related diseases since then, a 
toll the report puts at 10 times the 
number of Americans who have 
died in all of the nation’s wars com-
bined. Most were smokers or for-
mer smokers, but nearly 2.5 million 
died from heart disease or lung can-
cer caused by secondhand smoke.

1964: Heavy smoking is de-
clared the main cause of lung 
cancer, at least in men. “The data 
for women, though less extensive, 
point in the same direction.”

2014: Today, lung cancer is the 
top cancer killer, and women who 
smoke have about the same risk of 

dying from it as men. As smoking 
has declined, rates of new lung can-
cer diagnoses are declining nearly 3 
percent a year among men and about 
1 percent a year among women.

1964: Male smokers were dying 
of heart disease more than non-
smokers, but the surgeon general 
stopped short of declaring ciga-
rettes a cause of heart disease.

2014: Today, heart disease actu-
ally claims more lives of smokers 
35 and older than lung cancer does. 
Likewise, secondhand smoke is 
riskier for your heart. Smoke-free 
laws have been linked to reductions 
in heart attacks. Friday’s surgeon 
general report also finds that sec-
ondhand smoke increases the risk 
of a stroke.

1964: Smoking in preg-
nancy results in low-birth-
weight babies.

2014: Friday’s report 
says 100,000 of the smok-
ing-caused deaths over the 
past 20 years were of ba-
bies who died of sudden 
infant death syndrome, or 
SIDS, or complications 
from prematurity, low 
birth weight or other con-
ditions related to parents’ 
smoking. And it adds cleft 
palate birth defects to that 
list of smoking risks to ba-
bies.

1964: The more you 
smoke, the bigger the risk 
of death.

2014: Smokers are esti-
mated to shorten their lives 
by more than a decade. 
But stopping can lower 
that risk; sooner is better.

1964: That first report 
focused mostly on lung 
effects and couldn’t prove 
whether certain other ill-
nesses were caused by 
smoking.

2014: Doctors now 
know that smoking im-

pacts nearly every organ of the 
body, and the report says medical 
care for smoking-caused illnesses 
is costing the country more than 
$130 billion a year. Add to that lost 
productivity of more than $150 bil-
lion a year.

1964: Cigarettes were the major 
concern. “The habitual use of to-
bacco is related primarily to psycho-
logical and social drives, reinforced 
and perpetuated by pharmacologi-
cal (drug) actions of nicotine.”

2014: “The tobacco industry 
continues to introduce and mar-
ket new products that establish 
and maintain nicotine addiction,” 
the report says. The percentage of 
middle and high school students 

who use electronic or e-cigarettes 
more than doubled between 2011 
and 2012.

1964: That first report called for 
“remedial actions” to reduce smok-
ing. Warning labels on cigarette 
packaging started appearing a year 
later.

2014: With warnings now every-
where, the Jan. 17 report says, “We 
know that increasing the cost of 
cigarettes is one of the most power-
ful interventions we can make.” In 
2012, the average price of a pack of 
cigarettes was $6, largely reflecting 
an increase in state and federal tax-
es. For every 10 percent increase 
in the price, there’s a four percent 
drop in smoking.

Local sororities and fraternities 
honor Dr. King with coat drive
The Mississippi Link Newswire

50th anniversary of the landmark 
anti-smoking movement 

The National Pan- Hellenic Council local sororities and fraternities at Burlington Coat Factory at the Metro Center mall.

Members of local Alpha Phi Alpha chapter at the Warm Coats and Warm Hearts Drive

AP PHoTo/PAT WelleNBACH, File
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By lauran Neergaard
AP Medical Writer

   american Cancer society guidelines 
suggest yearly mammograms starting at 
age 40 and continuing as long as women 
are healthy.  The national Cancer institute 
recommends mammograms every 1-2 
years, beginning at age 40.  The u.s. 
preventive services Task Force (uspsTF) 
established new recommendations 
in 2009, which direct women to begin 
getting mammograms at age 59, and 
then be screened every other year ending 
at age 74.  as a result, many women are 
confused about the seemingly conflicting 
recommendations.  With this in mind, 
women should know that the uspTF 
recommendations are primarily designed 
to prevent false-positive results.  There is 
little question that women at high risk for 
breast cancer benefit from early detection 
and treatment.  screening should be 
based on personal risks and preferences.

    Breast cancers that are found because 
they can be felt tend to be larger and 
are more likely to have already spread 
beyond the breast.  Breast cancers found 
during screening exams are more likely to 
be small and still confined to the breast.  
The size of a breast cancer and how far 
it has spread are important factors in 
predicting the prognosis for a woman 
with this disease.  The mississippi 
CanCEr insTiTuTE offers a level caring 
and compassion you can only find at 
home.  To schedule a consultation, 
please call (601) 249-5510.  We are located 
at 1501 aston avenue.  Only five percent 
of women with worrying results on their 
mammograms turn out to have breast 
cancer, while the other 95 percent live for 
a period of time in fear and may undergo 
invasive testing.  These are the concerns 
over false-positive results.

WHiCH Way TO GO? 



On Saturday, 
Jan. 18, 2014, I 
stood before my 
church members 
during a prayer 
breakfast to sa-
lute my wonder-

ful husband and thank him for 
22 wonderful years of mar-
riage.

Little did I know that just a 
couple of hours after the break-
fast, one of my siblings would 
send out the call to all of us 
with information that our sec-
ond oldest brother had suffered 
his third stroke in five years 
and the doctors were not opti-
mistic about the outcome.

Many of you are aware that 
my siblings and I buried our 
mother in January 2012 and our 
oldest brother in January 2013.  

I can’t lie, our immediate re-
action was, “Oh Lord, here we 
go again.” We asked each oth-
er, “What is it about the month 
of January? Why did it seem to 
claim those we love so much?”  

My body and my mind be-
came weak as I thought why on 
my 22nd wedding anniversary. 
I know that that was very self-
ish but at that point all I wanted 
to do after hearing the news 
was to sit and question the day! 
I wanted the phone to ring and 
the person on the other end 
to say, “Oh, false alarm, he’s 
headed home.” I wanted to hear 
anything but “you may want to 
come to the hospital as soon as 
you can get here.”

As I sat around question-
ing why God was putting us 
through this again, the strong 
wonderful man that God placed 
in my life, my husband, said, 
“You rest tonight and we’ll 
leave tomorrow.

Sunday morning came, I 
checked in with my siblings, 
and then my husband and I 
had the discussion about what 
time we’d depart for Memphis. 
There were several things/obli-
gations that we agreed should 
be completed before we hit the 
road since we weren’t sure of 
when we’d return. Of course, 
this included talking with God 
in worship service; which we 
did, and by early afternoon, we 
were headed to Memphis. 

A younger brother and sister 
both called with updates as we 
traveled saying that my older 
brother had made quite a bit of 
progress and the doctors were 
perplexed. Look at God an-
swering prayers.

We arrived in Memphis to 
find him in bed, but address-
ing us as we entered the room.  
We talked as much as we could 
but we could not hold consis-

tent conversations with him 
because of an obvious state of 
delirium. My big brother, who 
in just a few days will celebrate 
his 58th birthday, was smiling 
at us as we entered the room.  
God is good.

To my College Hill Church 
family, I want to thank you for 
your prayers and support. I’m 
sure several of you were wor-
ried about me during worship 
but your strength and faith 
were relayed to me in so many 
ways!  

I do know that God never left 
us and whatever the outcome of 
my brother’s stroke, He never 
will. I know now that several 
phases of grief took over and 
overwhelmed me momentarily, 
but God did not leave any of us.

To my husband, who dropped 
everything to make sure that 
I was where I needed to be, 
thank you Honey. I have shared 
with you, our readers, before 
that our marriage is truly an 
anointed one and the longer 
I’m with him, the more that is 
confirmed by God.

My brother does have a long 
road of recovery ahead of him 
and he also has a strong sup-
port system of siblings who 
love him. We thank God for 
His love and comforting hand. 
We thank God and praise Him 
for just being God.

If there is anything that you 
want to praise God for, please 
don’t hesitate to let the world 
know. Take every opportunity 
that you have to tell Our Father, 
He is good!

Your life is your testimony 
and God is ready to talk to you 
about it at any time of the day. 
He doesn’t care about your sta-
tus in life or what positions you 
may or may not hold. He just 
wants you to believe in Him.  
He wants you to share your 
time with Him and He wants 
you to share your news with 
others.

Remember the verse that 
I often share with you - Isa-
iah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the moun-
tains are the feet of those who 
bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to serve as your personal 
messenger to share your news 
and the news of your place of 
worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

The need for bad things to 
happen to God’s people

MLK Day - “A day on, not a day off

We all go 
through storms 
in life. No one 
is free or im-
mune from 
pain, disap-
p o i n t m e n t , 

struggles or temptations and 
we either become better or 
bitter. If we focus on our mis-
ery during these storms, our 
love for God will become 
cold and we will question His 
power and we’ll say things 
like, where is God in all this 
mess and why did He let this 
happen to me? As a result 
our passion for God fizzles, 
although we pray and attend 
church, there will be an in-
visible wall between us and 
God. 

Although enduring storms 
are never easy, we can often 
look back on some of them 
as some of the most intense 
periods of growth in our 
lives. If we used the experi-
ence of these storms rightly, 
we should come through our 
storms with greater faith, 
more commitment to Christ, 
and be a more effective 
Christian. Sometimes, it is 
in our darkest storms that we 
see our greatest victories.

One writer said we can 
trace our storms to three pri-
mary sources:

1. Sometimes through fool-
ish choices we create our 
own storms. These storms are 
a direct consequence of sin in 
our lives. (Like the Prophet 
Jonah)  

2. Some storms are caused 
by the actions of other people 
(enemies).

3. Some storms are intend-
ed to test us. Hebrews 12:5 
says, “My son, don’t take 
lightly the chastening of the 
Lord; nor faint when you are 
reproved by Him…”

As we get into this series, 
I will lay the foundation by 
sharing why bad things hap-
pen to God’s people. Let’s 
start the laundry of reason 
why God permits bad things 
to happen to his people.

1. To help us discover un-
detected weaknesses, Mat-
thew 26:33-35 tells us: 
(33) Peter declared to Him, 
though they all fall away be-
cause of you, I will never fall 
away. (34) Jesus said to Him, 
truly, I say to you, this very 
night, before the cock crows, 
you will deny me three times. 
(35) Peter said to Him, “Even 
if I must die with you, I will 
not deny you.” All of the dis-
ciples said this.

Let’s look at where Peter 
thought he was spiritually. 
In verse 33, Peter thought 
that he was totally committed 
to Christ. In verse 35, Peter 
thought he was ready to give 
up his life for Christ. If I were 
to ask you all today, “Are you 
totally sold out to Christ?,” 
I am sure the answer would 
be a resounding yes, but if 
I were to ask you “Are you 
willing to die for Jesus right 
now?” perhaps you would 
probably hesitate. If so, then 
you are not totally sold out to 
Christ.

Sure you feel like you are 
sold out to Christ and sure 
you think you are ready to 
die for Him, but the only way 
to find out where you are is 
that God will have to permit 

Satan to attack you in some 
way. Just think, if Peter had 
not been put to the test, he 
would have been fooling 
himself and would have had 
a false perception of himself. 
Some church folk may not be 
where they think they are in 
Christ so God has to permit 
tests to help us see where 
we really are as opposed to 
where we think we are. 

It is a terrible thing to have 
a false perception of where 
you think you are, because 
Satan knows exactly where 
you are and when you at-
tempt to do spiritual warfare 
he will defeat you and embar-
rass you much like the seven 
sons of Sceva in Acts 19:14.

By the way, Jesus tried to 
tell Peter he was not ready in 
Matthew 26:34. If Jesus tells 
you something you may as 
well be quiet or simply say 
ok. But notice Peter went 
a step further and not only 
said he would never abandon 
Christ, but he added that he 
would even lay down his life 
for Christ.

Notice, Peter’s denial 
took place after the Garden 
of Gethsemane where Jesus 
prayed and if you recall Peter 
and the others slept while Je-
sus prayed. Jesus was ready 
to face the greatest test of all 
times, because He, unlike Pe-
ter, had spent time in prayer 
rather than sleeping.

In Matthew 26:69-74, Peter 
had three chances to do what 
he felt like he was able to do 
and he failed to do it all three 
times. Why? Because he was 
not where he thought he was. 
But the only way he could 
find out was that he had to 

be tested. Peter’s test was not 
given to make him fail; it was 
given to show him where he 
truly stood with God at that 
point in his life. Do you know 
where you stand with God 
during this season of your 
life?

Peter not only denied 
Christ, but he also lied. Un-
til Peter was tested, he had 
no idea that he would liter-
ally out right deny and lie 
about knowing Christ. Many 
church folk claim Jesus as 
Savior, but only when they 
are tested will they see just 
how dedicated they really are 
to Christ. People think they 
are ok until tested but when 
tested we detect un-noticed 
weaknesses.

Next week, we’ll con-
tinue to look at where Peter 
thought he was spiritually as 
we carry on our study about 
“The need for bad things to 
happen to God’s people”.

Rev. Leon Collier is the 
pastor of Makarios Worship 
Center, 464 Church Rd., Mad-
ison. Residents of Madison, 
he and wife, Minister Yolan-
da; are the proud parents of 
three daughters. He received 
degrees from Criswell Col-
lege in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Per-
kins School of Theology; and 
a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. A pastor for 23 years, 
Collier serves as a volunteer 
chaplain for various law en-
forcement agencies in the 
metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

The Youth, Children’s and 
College Ministries of College 
Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Flor-
ence Ave., Jackson, were ac-
tively cleaning areas throughout 
the Washington Addition Mon-
day, Jan. 20; the day set aside to 
not only pay tribute to Dr. M.L. 
King Jr., but to also provide ser-
vice to others.

Dr. King, a strong supporter 
of community service, asked 
the question, many years ago, 
“Life’s most persistent and ur-
gent question is: What are you 
doing for others?” This ques-
tion is the premise for the MLK 
Day of Service and that is also 
known as “A day on, not a day 
off.”

College Hill, as well as other 
area churches and organizations, 
readily put his words into action 
to help make an impact in sur-
rounding communities through-
out the metro area, and possibly 
the world.

Father and son, Justin and Jimmy Coleman assist the ministries with the Day 
of Service activities.

Members of the MADDRAMA Performance Troupe entertain the Day of Service volunteers at the close of 
the day of activities.

Group photo of many of the Day of Service volunteers

Several of the young men of College Hill began their Day of Service 
in their own backyard, the church, as they remove debris blown on 
to the church grounds.

N E w s  f R o M  T h E  w o R D

R E i G N i N G 
A N N o u N c E M E N T s

The D. R. Curry Memorial Choir will host their 
Reunion Celebration Musical Friday and Saturday, 
Jan. 24 -25, at 6 p.m., at Liberal Trinity Church of 
God in Christ, 725 W. Northside Drive in Jackson.  
The 2014 reunion theme is “The Lord Will Make A 
Way.” For more information call 601.918.8886 or 
601.613.3934.

Evangelist Temple Church of God In Christ, 704 
University Blvd., Jackson, will host its musical re-
vival 2014 Thursday and Friday, Jan. 30 - 31; and a 
new (preview) CD release on Saturday, Feb. 1; all 
beginning at 7:15 p.m. Featured artists will be Ja-
nis Johnson-Durr and The Evangelist Temple Mass 
Choir. The theme is “Give God the Glory.” For more 
information call 601.497.5887 or 601.352.5405.
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Maybe you 
are a new Chris-
tian or maybe 
you have been 
one for a while, 
or you might not 
even be a Chris-

tian. No matter where you are, 
you should be asking yourself, 
“How can I grow spiritually?” 

Now, before you get there, 
you might even be wondering 
what is spiritual growth. So, 
we will start by asking and an-
swering that question.

What is spiritual growth? 
Spiritual growth for Christians 
is the active pursuit to follow 
and become more like Jesus 
Christ, who died to give us the 
opportunity of eternal life with 
Him in Heaven.

Out of our love for God and 
our desire to follow His com-
mands, we should make our 
aim in life to become more 
Christ-like until the day we die 
and are made perfect, through 
Christ’s sacrifice in Heaven.

What is spiritual maturity? 
Spiritual maturity is achieved 
through becoming more like 
Jesus Christ. After salvation, 
every Christian begins the pro-
cess of spiritual growth, with 
the intent being to become 

spiritually mature.
According to the Apostle 

Paul, it’s an ongoing process 
that will never end in this life. 
In Philippians 3:12-14, speak-
ing of full knowledge of Christ, 
he tells his readers that he him-
self has not “…already ob-
tained all this, or have already 
been made perfect, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of. But 
one thing I do: forgetting what 
is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on to-
ward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Like Paul, we have to press 
continually toward deeper 
knowledge of God in Christ.

What is the requirement of 
Christian maturity? Christian 
maturity requires a radical re-
ordering of one’s priorities, 
changing over from pleasing 
self to pleasing God and learn-
ing to obey God. The key to 
Christian maturity is consistent 
perseverance in doing those 
things we know will bring us 
closer to God.

These practices are referred 
to as the spiritual disciplines 
and include things such as Bi-
ble reading/study, prayer, fel-
lowship, service and steward-
ship.  No matter how hard we 

might work on those things, 
however, none of this is pos-
sible without the enabling of 
the Holy Spirit within us.

Galatians 5:16 tells us that 
we’re to “walk by the Spirit”; 
it is learning to walk under the 
instruction of the Holy Spirit. 
Since believers are filled with 
the Spirit, we should also walk 
under His control. As we sub-
mit more and more to the Spir-
it’s control, we will also see 
an increase in the fruit of the 
Spirit in our lives (Galatians 
5:22-23), which is one of the 
characteristics to spiritual ma-
turity.

When we become Christians, 
we are given all we need for 
spiritual growth/maturity. The 
Apostle Peter tells us: “His di-
vine power has given us every-
thing we need for life and god-
liness through our knowledge 
of Him who called us by His 
own glory and goodness.

Through these He has given 
us His very great and precious 
promises, so that through them 
you may participate in the di-
vine nature and escape the cor-
ruption in the world caused by 
evil desires.

For this very reason, make 
every effort to add to your 
faith goodness, and to good-
ness knowledge; and to knowl-

edge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance godliness; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness, love.

For if you possess these 
qualities in increasing measure, 
they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in 
your knowledge of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.” 2 Peter 1:3-8, New 
International Version

So spiritual growth is ac-
complished through increas-
ing one’s knowledge and un-
derstanding of Jesus and the 
Bible. It helps us avoid sin 
and be more productive Chris-
tians. God empowers and en-
ables us, but He also gives us 
the responsibility to learn and 
to grow. The power to grow 
doesn’t come from within us, 
but from God.

Next week Part 2
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 

pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Rev. Green is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, 
Anderson, Ind. He serves as 
vice-chairman of the South-
eastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of January 23

1.	 Beautiful	Day	 	 	 Jamie	Grace
2.	 Break	Every	Chain	 	 Tasha	Cobbs
3.	 Every	Praise	 	 	 Hezekiah	Walker
4.	 It’s	Working	 	 	 William	Murphy
5.	 The	Gift		 	 	 Donald	Lawrence
6.	 1	On	1	 	 	 	 Zacardi	Cortez
7.	 If	He	Did	It	Before…Same	God	 Tye	Tribbett	
8.	 Nothing	Without	You	 	 Jason	Nelson
9.	 Withholding	Nothing	 	 William	McDowell
10.	 I	Can	Only	Imagine	 	 Tamela	Mann

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Spiritual Growth – Do You Want to Grow? – Part I

Back in 
2008, I repeat-
edly heard one 
phrase describe 
how some saw 
the year:  “I’m 
gonna get it 

straight in 2008!”   When I 
heard the phrase the first time, I 
liked it and said that I was going 
to use it for myself. But I have 
another one that makes more 
sense for what I’ve been dealing 
with lately. “Fighting with God 
is stupid.”

A few months ago, I thought 
I was fighting for God. Some 
things shifted that made me see 
that most of the time I was re-
ally fighting against God (I went 
down swinging, but I lost every 
time). Just as I was dealing with 
this truth, a close friend shared 
how he was learning how to 
surrender more to God. As I lis-
tened admiring his transparent 
explanation, I wondered how 
he could have known that I was 
dealing with that same issue. 
To me, it was just another con-
firmation that I needed to work 
harder at surrender.

Just like babies, our strong re-
sistance means that we know we 
need to let go of that one thing. 
Babies get irritable when they 
get sleepy.     They resist most 
attempts to rock them to sleep 
by valiantly fighting.  Once they 
stop fighting and finally drift off 
to sleep, they look like  peaceful 
little angels.

Similarly, we fight God and 
may have a hard time letting 
go of things like being angry, 
overspending, lying, sleeping 
around, or gossiping. Yet, as we 
surrender, there is a peace that 
comes to us.

Why would anyone fight with 

the all-knowing, omnipotent, 
omnipresent God and expect to 
win?   My friend said that it’s a 
natural human response to fight 
even if it is against God. Un-
like fights that happen because 
of “he said/she said” misunder-
standings, fights with God are 
usually “he said/ I said I wasn’t 
going to obey” misunderstand-
ings. Strangely, the thing we 
fight with God about is usually 
the thing that God knows we 
need most.

Remember that God is sov-
ereign. He has the best in mind 
and will do what he wants, 
when he wants, how he wants. 
We can’t live our lives like the 
song by Frank Sinatra says and 
do it “our way” when we say Je-
sus is Lord of our life.

Romans 6:16 says “Do you 
not know that if you continually 
surrender yourselves to any-
one to do his will, you are the 
slaves of him whom you obey, 
whether that be to sin, which 
leads to death, or to obedience 
which leads to righteousness 
(right doing and right standing 
with God)? The famous bumper 
sticker “Jesus is my co-pilot” 
has it wrong: Jesus wants to be 
in full control.

Join me February at the Dock 
Bookshop in Fort Worth for the 
free monthly Pens and Pan-
cakesWriters Brunch starting at 
10:30 a.m.The topic will be or-
ganizing your manuscript. Visit 
www.thedockbookshop.com for 
details.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relation-
ship Ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

I surrender…. for real 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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“A Time to 
Break Silence (Be-
yond Vietnam)” 
by Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, April 4, 
1967: “Our only 
hope today lies in 

our ability to recapture the revolu-
tionary spirit and go out into a some-
times hostile world declaring eternal 
hostility to poverty, racism, and mili-
tarism.  

“...  A genuine revolution of values 
means in the final analysis that our 
loyalties must become ecumenical 
rather than sectional. Every nation 
must now develop an overriding loy-
alty to mankind as a whole in order 
to preserve the best in their individ-
ual societies.”

This month of January, from 
Atlanta, Ga., the King Center an-
nounced its “Choose nonviolence” 
campaign, a call on people to incor-
porate the symbolism of bell-ringing 
into their Martin Luther King Holi-
day observances. 

This is a means of showing their 
commitment to Dr. King’s value of 
nonviolence in resolving terrible is-
sues of inequality, discrimination 
and poverty here at home. The call 
was heard as far away as Kabul, Af-
ghanistan. 

On the same day they learned of 
the King Center’s call, the young 
members of the Afghan peace Vol-
unteers (ApV), in a home i was shar-
ing with them in Kabul, were griev-
ing the fresh news of seven Afghan 
children and their mother, killed in 
the night during a U.S. aerial attack - 
part of a battle in the Siahgird district 
of the parwan province. 

The outrage, grief, loss and pain 
felt in Siahgird were echoed, hor-
ribly, in other parts of Afghanistan 
during a very violent week.

My young friends, ever inspired 
by Dr. King’s message, prepared a 
Dr. King Day observance as they 
shared bread and tea for breakfast. 
They talked about the futility of war 
and the predictable cycles of revenge 
that are caused every time someone 
is killed. Then they made a poster 

listing each of the killings they had 
learned of in the previous seven days.

They didn’t have a bell, and they 
didn’t have the money to buy one. So 
Zekerullah set to work with a bucket, 
a spoon and a rope, and made some-
thing approximating a bell.

in the ApV courtyard, an enlarged 
vinyl poster of Dr. King covers half 
of one wall, opposite another poster 
of Gandhi and Khan Abdul Gaffir 
Khan, the “Muslim Gandhi” who led 
pathan tribes in the nonviolent Khu-
dai Khidmatgar colonial indepen-
dence movement to resist the British 
Empire. 

Zekerullah’s makeshift “bell” was 
suspended next to King’s poster.  
Several dozen friends joined the 
ApVs as we listened to rattles rather 
than pealing bells. The poster listing 
the week’s death toll was held aloft 
and read aloud. They read: 

“January 15, 2014: seven chil-
dren, one woman, Siahgird district 
of parwan, killed by the U.S./nATO.

“January 15, 2014, 16 Taliban 
militants, killed by Afghan police, 
army and intelligence operatives 
across seven regions, parwan, Bagh-
lan, Kunduz, Kandahar, Zabul, Log-
ar, and paktiya.  

“January 12, 2014: one police 
academy student and one academy 
staff member, killed by a Taliban sui-
cide bomber in Kabul on the road to 
Jalalabad.  

“January 9, 2014: one 4-year-old 
boy killed in Helmand, by nATO. 

“January 9, 2014: seven peo-
ple, several of them police, killed 
in Helmand by unknown suicide 
bombers.  

“January 7, 2014: 16 militants 
killed by Afghan security forces in 
nangarhar, Logar, Ghanzi, pakitya, 
Heart and nimroz.” 

We couldn’t know, then, that 
within two days news would come, 
with a Taliban announcement claim-
ing responsibility, of 21 people, 13 
foreigners and eight Afghans, killed 
while dining in, or guarding, a Kabul 
restaurant. 

The Taliban said that the attack 
was in retaliation for the seven chil-
dren killed in the airstrike in parwan. 

Week after bloody week, the chart 

of killings lengthens. And in Af-
ghanistan, while war rages, a million 
children are estimated to suffer from 
acute malnourishment as the country 
faces a worsening hunger crisis.

We can and should remember the 
dream Dr. King announced before 
the Lincoln Memorial, the dream he 
did so much to accomplish, remem-
bering his call (as the King Center 
asks) for nonviolent solutions to 
desperate concerns of discrimination 
and inequality within the U.S.

But we shouldn’t let ourselves for-
get the full extent of Dr. King’s vi-
sion, the urgent tasks he urgently set 
us to fulfill on his behalf, so many of 
them left unfinished nearly 46 years 
after he was taken from us.

One year to the day before his as-
sassination, he said: “...A true revolu-
tion of values will soon look uneas-
ily on the glaring contrast of poverty 
and wealth. With righteous indigna-
tion, it will look across the seas and 
see individual capitalists of the West 
investing huge sums of money in 
Asia, Africa, and South America, 
only to take the profits out with no 
concern for the social betterment of 
the countries, and say, ‘This is not 
just.’ ... The Western arrogance of 
feeling that it has everything to teach 
others and nothing to learn from 
them is not just.”

We must never forget the full 
range of Dr. King’s vision, nor the 
full tragedy of the world he sought 
to heal, nor the revolutionary spirit 
which he saw as our only hope of 
achieving his vision - making do 
with everything we have to try to 
keep freedom ringing, despite the 
pervasiveness of the evils that beset 
us, and a world that needs vigorous 
effort to save it from addictions to 
tyranny and violence practiced by 
reckless elites.    

Kathy Kelly (Kathy@vcnv.org) 
writes for PeaceVoice and co-co-
ordinates Voices for Creative Non-
violence (vcnv.org). While in Kabul, 
she was a guest of the Afghan Peace 
Volunteers (ourjourneytosmile.com).

All quotations are taken from Dr. 
King’s speech given at the Riverside 
Church in New York City on April 4, 
1967.

The 50th anni-
versary of Lyndon 
Johnson’s declara-
tion of a war on 
poverty brought 
long overdue at-

tention to his commitment. To-
day, with one in five children in 
America still raised in poverty, an 
accounting is vital as part of a re-
newed commitment.

But largely absent from the de-
bate around the war on poverty is 
any sense of its context. Johnson’s 
program was bold and courageous. 
Medicare and expanded Social 
Security dramatically reduced 
poverty among the elderly and the 
disabled. Food stamps and infant 
nutrition virtually erased malnutri-
tion among children. 

Medicaid and hikes in the mini-
mum wage helped lift the floor un-
der the working poor. Head Start, 
aid to schools in impoverished 
neighborhoods, and later pell 
grants contributed directly to rising 
high school and college graduation 
rates.

The Jobs Corps provided train-
ing and jobs for the unemployed, 
with a particular emphasis on Ap-
palachia and rural poverty. The 
national Endowments for the Arts 
and the Humanities and national 
public Radio nourished minds as 
well.

Most creative was the Office of 
Economic Opportunity, situated 
in the White House itself, and fo-

cused on engaging “maximum fea-
sible participation” in poor neigh-
borhoods, so that recipients of aid 
could express their needs and cre-
ate their own strategies.

Johnson’s program was an in-
stitutional response, enlisting the 
resources and the capacities of 
the federal government to address 
poverty and racial division.

But we should remember what 
Johnson was responding to. He 
wasn’t simply reacting to en-
trenched poverty and racial segre-
gation; those were not new.

Johnson’s program was the 
government’s response to the call 
issued by Dr. Martin Luther King 
and the Civil Rights Movement. 
At the March on Washington for 
Jobs and Justice, Dr. King issued 
his dream. From his cell in Bir-
mingham, he issued his moral 
challenge. in his 1964 State of the 
Union and his later address at the 
University of Michigan, president 
Johnson issued his response.

This is important in today’s de-
bate. Many comment on how timid 
our politics are now, how tied 
into knots, even as poverty is get-
ting worse and the middle class is 
struggling. The economy is rigged 
to benefit only the few, while most 
Americans struggle to stay afloat. 
Yet there is little response from 
Washington.

Affordable health care is es-
sential, but reform has been met 
with unrelenting hostility. The 
Republican majority in the House 
has forced cuts in food stamps, 

dropped children from Head Start, 
cut aid to poor schools and even 
rejected continuing emergency 
jobless benefits. Rather than a war 
on poverty, they seem intent on 
waging a war on the poor.

But focus on the inadequacy 
of the response ignores the other 
missing factor: the inadequacy of 
the call. The poor are only begin-
ning to find their voice, as wit-
nessed in the protests of fast food 
workers. The movement for justice 
has only begun to stir, with voters 
forcing increases in the minimum 
wage in states and localities.

Those who benefit from the cur-
rent arrangements will not lead 
the change. political reformers 
face implacable, and well-funded, 
opposition. What is needed is for 
citizens of conscience to join with 
the oppressed to issue a moral call 
for change. Build that call to a tide 
that cannot be turned and then, and 
only then, will there be a response.

Dr. King led a movement that is-
sued a stirring call for justice. Lyn-
don Johnson used his remarkable 
skills to drive an unprecedented 
response to that call. The prophet 
and the president were both re-
markable leaders. We may not look 
on their like again. But even so, 
one thing is still clear: When we 
build the demand for change, lead-
ers will arise to offer the response.

Jesse L. Jackson Sr. is founder 
and president of the Chicago-
based Rainbow PUSH Coalition. 
You can keep up with his work at 
www.rainbowpush.org.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

More than a Civil Rights 
leader: the Martin Luther 
King Jr. you may not know

Most Ameri-
cans know Rev. 
Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. as 
one of the 20th 
century’s most 
revered voices 

for racial equality, the charis-
matic leader of the American 
Civil Rights movement, who 
gave the famous “i Have A 
Dream” speech.

perhaps they even know a 
thing or two about his role in 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
and the Birmingham Cam-
paign. This knowledge by and 
large derives from compulsory 
education and mainstream me-
dia.

it is significantly less like-
ly, however, that very many 
Americans know much at all, 
if anything, about King’s radi-
cal and controversial activities 
related to the issues of poverty 
and militarism, particularly the 
latter.

King highlighted three pri-
mary forms of violence, op-
pression and injustice in 
American society and across 
the world: poverty, racism and 
militarism. 

He referred to these as the 
“triple evils” and considered 
them to be interrelated prob-
lems, existing in a vicious and 
intractable cycle, and stand-
ing as formidable barriers to 
achieving the beloved commu-
nity, a brotherly society built 
upon and nurtured by love, 
nonviolence, peace and justice. 

King posited that when we 
resisted any one evil, we in turn 
weakened all evils, but that a 
measurable and lasting impact 
would require us to address all 
three.

King’s work to educate about 
and eradicate poverty was 
among his greatest passions. 
in “The Octopus of poverty,” 
a statement appearing in The 
Mennonite in 1965, King ob-
served, “There is nothing new 
about poverty. What is new, 
however, is that we now have 
the resources to get rid of it.”

Accordingly, “…the time has 
come for an all-out world war 
against poverty,” he said.

He strongly believed “the 
rich nations,” namely the 
United States, had a moral re-
sponsibility to care for its most 
vulnerable populations, noting 
that such “nations must use 

their vast resources of wealth 
to develop the underdeveloped, 
school the unschooled, and 
feed the unfed.”

King held, “…ultimately a 
great nation is a compassionate 
nation,” and he maintained that 
“no individual or nation can be 
great if it does not have a con-
cern for ‘the least of these.’”

in late 1967, King announced 
the poor people’s Campaign, 
an innovative effort designed to 
educate Americans on poverty 
issues and recruit both poor 
people and antipoverty activists 
for nonviolent social change.

The priority of the project 
was to march on, and to occu-
py, if you will, Washington and 
to demand the Congress pass 
meaningful legislation to im-
prove the social and economic 
status of the poor, through di-
rected measures such as jobs, 
unemployment insurance, 
health care, decent homes, a 
fair minimum wage, and edu-
cation.

Alas, Dr. King was assas-
sinated only weeks before the 
actual march took place. And 
while the march went ahead 
as planned in May of 1968, it 
is thought that the lack of sub-
stantive change to result was 
due in large part to King’s ab-
sence. 

Still, a positive outcome of 
the initiative was a heightened 
public awareness of the na-
tion’s growing poor population.

perhaps most controversial 
were King’s positions on mili-
tarism and U.S. foreign policy. 
in “Where Do We Go From 
Here: Chaos or Community?” 
published in 1967, King said of 
war and its consequences: 

“A true revolution of values 
will lay hands on the world or-
der and say of war - ‘this way of 
settling differences is not just.’ 
This way of burning human be-
ings with napalm, of filling our 
nation’s homes with orphans 
and widows, of injecting poi-
sonous drugs of hate into the 
veins of people normally hu-
mane, of sending men home 
from dark and bloody battle-
fields physically handicapped, 
psychologically deranged, can-
not be reconciled with wisdom, 
justice and love.”

He cautioned that “a nation 
that continues year after year 
to spend more money on mili-
tary defense than on programs 
of social uplift is approaching 
spiritual death.”

King’s most pointed speech 
against militarism was “Be-
yond Vietnam: A Time to Break 
Silence,” delivered at Riverside 
Church in new York City on 
April 4, 1967, a year to the day 
before he was assassinated.

While King’s popularity 
among political allies and his 
inner circle was already be-
ginning to wane because of 
his increasing public criticism 
of U.S. foreign policy and the 
growing war in Vietnam, the 
Beyond Vietnam speech was 
to become his most public dis-
sent of the war to date, a war 
still largely unopposed by the 
majority. 

To speak out in opposition to 
the war, he acknowledged, was 
personally necessitated, assert-
ing, “because my conscience 
leaves me no other choice.” 
With such a call to conscience, 
“a time comes when silence is 
betrayal.” And in the present 
day, argued King, “that time 
has come for us in relation to 
Vietnam.”

in the speech, King called the 
United States “the greatest pur-
veyor of violence in the world 
today” and questions why 
money is being spent to wage 
war on foreign lands against 
foreign people while the war 
on poverty at home was being 
neglected, financially and oth-
erwise.

The major media of the time 
denounced the speech and 
King lost a great deal of sup-
port among his colleagues and 
the American people for it.

We owe it to ourselves and 
our children and grandchildren, 
as well as our communities and 
nation to learn and teach about 
and take up King’s efforts fo-
cused not only on ending rac-
ism but all three of the evils 
against which he untiringly 
stood. Only then will we find 
ourselves closer to achieving 
King’s dream of the beloved 
community. 

A small but important step 
toward this goal is to volun-
teer, as my family and i do, 
with a charitable and progres-
sive cause on the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday, a national day 
of service.

Brian J. Trautman writes 
for PeaceVoice, is a military 
veteran, an instructor of peace 
studies at Berkshire Communi-
ty College in Pittsfield, Mass., 
and a peace activist. Follow 
him on Twitter @TrautBri.

‘For Whom the Bell Tolls’: King Center’s 
‘Choose Nonviolence Campaign’

Change comes when 
change is demanded

By Brian J. Trautman
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Kathy Kelly
Special to The Mississippi Link

Affluenza
By Chuck Siler, Carrollton TX, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

IN CONNECTION WITH THE AIRFIELD MARKINGS PROJECT
AT JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 010-13)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at the Jackson-
Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal Building, Suite 300, in 
the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on February 13, 2014 (the 
“Bid Deadline”), for rubber removal and application of markings to Runway 16R/34L and 
selected taxiways and taxilanes at JAN (the “Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on February 13, 2014 (the “Bid 
Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be marked with 
the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and with the wording:  “Air-
field Markings at JAN, JMAA Project No. 010-13.”  Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or 
requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be consid-
ered for any cause whatsoever.  JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives 
to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA in accor-
dance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  The Information for Bidders 
contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders 
and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder.  Plans and 
specifications related to the Work are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at the following 
address:
 Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
 Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
 100 International Drive
 Jackson, Mississippi 39208
 Telephone: (601) 664-3509
 Facsimile:   (601) 939-3713
 Attention:  Kelly Elliott, Aviation Operations Manager

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) may be 
obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per set at the following address:
 SOL Engineering Services, LLC
 106 South President Street, 4th Floor
 Jackson, MS 39201
 Telephone No. (601) 961-1415
 Facsimile No. (601) 960-0420
 Attention:  Joe Gibbs, III, Project Manager

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 2:00 p.m. on February 4, 2014 in the Staff Confer-
ence Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  Attendance at the Pre-Bid 
Conference is mandatory for all those submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by Addendum 
issued before the Bid Deadline and delivered to all bidders by facsimile, mail, electronic 
mail or other reliable means; to reject any and all bids; to waive informalities in the bidding 
process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding the 
Contract.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: January 8, 2014    
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 2270 – Roof Replacement for Career Development Center Trade Shop
Bid 2271 – Roof Replacement for Raines Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) February 
13, 2014, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  Two 
separate pre-bid conferences concerning the projects will be held at following loca-
tions: Raines Elementary School, 156 Flag Chapel, Jackson, MS  39209, on January 
30, 2014, at 10:00 A.M. Career Development Center, 2703 First Avenue, Jackson, MS  
39209, on January 30, 2014, at 2:00 P.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is 
non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if 
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A $200.00 deposit 
shall be required on each set of plans and specifications, to be refunded upon return of 
all documents in good condition, returned within two weeks of bid opening.
 
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro Printing and 
Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS  39201, Phone:  601-355-9543.  For inqui-
ries contact Durrell Design Group, PLLC, P O Box 13471, Jackson, MS  39236-3471, 
Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email:  contact@durrelldesigngroup.com 

Requester:  Please provide company name, contact person and telephone number, 
physical address, email address if applicable and Certificate of Responsibility (COR) 
Number.  The ABC/AIA Plan Deposit Program shall apply to this project.

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND 

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property 
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 
2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 02/04/2014, for
 RE: GS# 322-034 Hail Damage Repairs II (EMER) 
  (Package A) Central Mississippi Correctional Facility

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. 
Contract documents may be obtained from:
 Professional:  Landry and Lewis Architects, P.A.
 Address:   5211 Old Highway 11 Hattiesburg, 
   Mississippi 39402
 Phone:   601-271-7711

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions 
to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all 
bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, 
Bureau Director

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

LEGAL

R.C. Construction Co., Inc. is seeking proposals from MCUP Certified DBEs for JMAA Project 
No. 007-11, Terminal & General Aviation Apron Repairs at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport. Please visit our website, www.rcconst.net to view the bid documents. 
Contact Nancy Johnson, Administrator, at (662)453-2424 ext. 123 for more information. 

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson 

Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, February 18, 2014, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the 
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall 
for the following:

55048-021814 Twelve Month Supply of Traffic Sign Sheeting Materials

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.  Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
pl6ase contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.    Copies of 
the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are avail-
able with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second 
Floor. Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and aft bios.  The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest  and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part Of any proposal. Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City wtU make that determina-
tion during the bid review.

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 4, 2014, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 
142-81, located at 0 University Blvd in Jackson, Mississippi. The City 
will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and 
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or email 
vskinner@city.jackson.ms.us. 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 
219 S. President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201).  The outside of the 
envelope must be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being 
bid on along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one 
(1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, February 4, 2014, 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014, 1/30/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11, 2014, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 
143-43-1, located at 0 Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi. The 
City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional informa-
tion or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or 
email vskinner@city.jackson.ms.us. 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 
219 S. President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201).  The outside of the 
envelope must be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being 
bid on along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one 
(1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, February 11, 2014, 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/23/2014, 1/30/2014, 2/6/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk 
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 11, 2014, for the purchase of certain City-owned property: parcel 
143-43, located at 0 Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi. The City 
will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and 
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information 
or for a “bid form”, contact Valerie Skinner at (601) 960-2266 or email 
vskinner@city.jackson.ms.us. 

BID INSTRUCTIONS:  All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and 
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 
219 S. President St. Jackson, Mississippi 39201).  The outside of the 
envelope must be plainly marked to identify the parcel number being 
bid on along with the bidder’s name.  Enclose one (1) original and one 
(1) copy of the bid.  Bids will be opened on Tuesday, February 11, 2014, 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi.  The City reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1/23/2014, 1/30/2014, 2/6/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/27/2014 , for:

 RE: GS# 113-134 Wise Center Classroom Addition 
  Mississippi State University - Division of Agriculture, 
  Forestry & Vet Medicine

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

 Professional:  Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. – Columbus
            (Columbus, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein) 
 Address:         Post Office Box 167
         Columbus, Mississippi 39703
 Phone:        662-327-8990

A deposit of $250.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not 
be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

1/23/2014, 1/30/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND 

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Prop-
erty Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/06/2014, for:

 RE: GS# 322-034 Hail Damage Repairs II (EMER) 
  (Package B) Central Mississippi Correctional Facility

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. 
Contract documents may be obtained from:

 Professional:  Landry and Lewis Architects, P.A.
 Address:   5211 Old Highway 11 Hattiesburg, 
   Mississippi 39402
 Phone:   601-271-7711

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregulari-
ties and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be avail-
able for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, 
Bureau Director

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014



ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and 
Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 02/18/2014 
, for:

 RE: GS# 102-252 Campus Roofing - PH II 
  Delta State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

 Professional: Shafer & Associates, PLLC 
 Address:      510 University Drive
   Starkville, Mississippi 39759
 Phone:  662-323-1628

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not 
be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, 
Bureau Director

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE ROOF REPAIR 
AND REPLACEMENT AT HAWKINS FIELD

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 004-14)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at the Jack-
son-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal Building, Suite 
300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on February 17, 
2014 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction and related services in connection with the 
repair or replacement of various roofs at Hawkins Field (the “Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on February 17, 2014 (the 
“Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building 
at JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be marked 
with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and with the wording:  
“Roof Repair and Replacement at HKS, JMAA Project No. 004-14.”  Bid proposals, 
amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid 
Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever.  JMAA invites Bidders and 
their authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA in 
accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  The Information 
for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, In-
structions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and 
best bidder.  Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of the 
Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at the fol-
lowing address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3566
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3545
Attention:  Garry Montgomery, Maintenance Manager
Email:  gmontgomery@jmaa.com

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) may be 
obtained by contacting Mr. Montgomery at the above address:

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on January 31, 2014 in West Termi-
nal Building at Hawkins Field.  Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is mandatory for 
all those submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by Ad-
dendum issued before the Bid Deadline and delivered to all bidders by facsimile, mail, 
electronic mail or other reliable means; to reject any and all bids; to waive informalities 
in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before 
awarding the Contract.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: January 8, 2014    
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE

STORMWATER IMPROVEMENTS AT
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 005-09)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at the Jack-
son-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal Building, Suite 
300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on February 14, 
2014 (the “Bid Deadline”), for Construction and Related Services in connection with the 
Stormwater Improvements at JAN (the “Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on February 14, 2014 (the 
“Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building 
at JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be marked 
with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and with the wording:  
“Stormwater Improvements, JMAA Project No. 005-09.”  Bid proposals, amendments to 
bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not 
be considered for any cause whatsoever.  JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized 
representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA in 
accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.  The Information 
for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, In-
structions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and 
best bidder.  Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of the 
Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at the fol-
lowing address:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3536
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3538
Attention: Woodrow Wilson, Jr.,
Senior Director of Capital Programming 

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work) may 
be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per set.  Payment for the Bid 
Documents is to be in the form of a company or cashier’s check made payable to WEI/
AJA, LLC.  The check should be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the 
following address:  
WEI/AJA, LLC
c/o AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.
912 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39201 US
Telephone:  (601) 352-6800

Bid Documents may also be requested by mail.  Documents will not be distributed or 
mailed, however, until payment is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on February 4, 2014 in the Staff 
Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  Attendance at the 
Pre-Bid Conference is mandatory for all those submitting bids for the Work.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA in ac-
cordance with the criteria set forth in the Bid Documents.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by Ad-
dendum issued before the Bid Deadline and delivered to all bidders by facsimile, mail, 
electronic mail or other reliable means; to reject any and all bids; to waive informalities 
in the bidding process; and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before 
awarding the contract to perform the Work.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: January 8, 2014    
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 2268 – Roof Replacement for Smith Elementary School
Bid 2269 – Roof Replacement for Dawson Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) February 12, 2014, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  Two separate pre-bid 
conferences concerning the projects will be held at following locations: 
Smith Elementary School, 3900 Parkway Avenue, Jackson, MS  39213, 
on January 28, 2014, at 9:00 A.M.  Dawson Elementary School, 4215 
Sunset Drive, Jackson, MS  39213, on January 28, 2014, at 10:30 A.M.  
Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly 
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid 
if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  
A $50.00 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set of plans 
and specifications on CD in (.pdf format) and must be purchased online 
at www.jbhmplans.com.
 
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from JBHM 
Architects, PA., 308 E. Pearl Street, Suite 300, Jackson, MS 39201, 
Phone:  601-352-2699, Fax: 601-352-2693.

Requester:  Register and order bid documents at www.jbhmplans.com. 
For questions regarding website registration and online orders, please 
contact JBHM’s web support line at (662) 407-0193.  All plan holders are 
required to have a valid email address for registration.  Partial sets will 
not be issued.  

1/16/2014, 1/23/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 2272 – Roof Replacement for Walton Elementary School
Bid 2273 – Roof Replacement for Power APAC Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) February 19, 2014, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  Two separate pre-bid 
conferences concerning the projects will be held at following locations: 
Walton Elementary School, 3200 Bailey Avenue, Jackson, MS 39213, on 
February 4, 2014, at 1:00 P.M.  Power APAC Elementary School, 1120 
Riverside Drive, Jackson, MS 39202, on February 4, 2014 at 3:00 P.M.  
Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory but strongly 
suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if 
approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  A 
$50 non-refundable deposit shall be required on each set of plans and 
specifications on CD in (.pdf format) and must be purchased online at 
www.jbhmplans.com.
 
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from JBHM 
Architects, PA., 308 E. Pearl Street, Suite 300, Jackson, MS 39201, 
Phone:  601-352-2699, Fax: 601-352-2693.

Requester:  Register and order bid documents at www.jbhmplans.com. 
For questions regarding website registration and online orders, please 
contact JBHM’s web support line at (662) 407-0193.  All plan holders are 
required to have a valid email address for registration.  Partial sets will 
not be issued.  

1/23/2014, 1/30/2014

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 2274 – Roof Replacement for Johnson Elementary School
Bid 2275 – Roof Replacement for John Hopkins Elementary 

School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) February 20, 2014, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  Two separate pre-bid 
conferences concerning the projects will be held at following locations: 
John Hopkins Elementary School, 170 John Hopkins Road, Jackson, 
MS 39209 on February 6, 2014 at 1:00 P.M. and Johnson Elementary 
School, 1339 Oakpark Drive, Jackson, MS 39213 on February 6, 2014 
at 3:00 P.M.  Attendance at the pre-bid conferences is non-mandatory 
but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date 
bids are opened.  A $200 deposit shall be required on each set of plans 
and specifications, to be refunded upon return of all documents in good 
condition, returned within two weeks of bid opening.
 
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro 
Printing and Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS  39201, Phone:  
601-355-9543.  For inquiries contact Durrell Design Group, PLLC, P O 
Box 13471, Jackson, MS  39236-3471, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-
488-4717, Email:  contact@durrelldesigngroup.com 

Requester:  Please provide company name, contact person and tele-
phone number, physical address, email address if applicable and Certifi-
cate of Responsibility (COR) Number.  The ABC/AIA Plan Deposit Pro-
gram shall apply to this project.

1/23/2014, 1/30/2014
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRES-
ERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEET-
ING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2014, 
AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM 
(RM. 105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESI-
DENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. CURRENT BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2013-71, REQUEST BY: VIRGINIA STEADMAN TO 
BUILD A CIRCULAR DRIVEWAY FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1407 
RIVERSIDE DR. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2013-72, REQUEST BY: DAVID HAMILTON 
TO DEMO, RENOVATE, AND ADD AN ADDITION FOR PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 149 E. COHEA ST. IN THE FARISH STREET HISTORIC 
DISTRICT.

II. OTHER ITEMS

III. ADJOURN
1/23/2014, 1/30/2014



ADOPTION - We are a happily married
couple looking to adopt a baby. We
promise love and security for your baby.
Expenses paid. Call or Text Kate & Tim -
302-750-9030.

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Become a Medical Office Assistant
now at Advanced College. NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! Online training gets you
job ready! HS diploma/GED &
PC/Internet needed. 1-888-512-7117.

PARKER DRILLING COMPANY is now
accepting applications for experienced
Drilling Floorhands with 2 years experi-
ence. We offer excellent pay and benefits.
Candidates can apply online at:
www.parkerdrilling.com. Fax resume to
337-373-6414. EOE.

EARN $500 A DAY; Insurance Agents 
Needed; Leads, No Cold Calls; 
Commissions Paid Daily; Lifetime 
Renewals; Complete Training; Health & 
Dental Insurance; Life License Required. 
Call 1-888-713-6020.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH
HIGHER EARNING POTENTIAL?

No out-of-pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,

and start driving with KLLM!
• Top Notch Training Equipment

• Competitive Training Pay
Upon Graduation

• Career Advancement
Must Be 21 Years of Age

855-378-9335  EOE
www.kllm.com

DRIVER TRAINEES! GET FEE-PAID
CDL TRAINING NOW! Learn to drive
for US Xpress. New drivers can earn
$800/wk & benefits! NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED. Be trained & based locally. 1-
800-350-7364.

DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
Drivers - CDL-A SOLO & TEAM DRIV-
ERS NEEDED! Top pay for Hazmat. OTR
& Regional Runs. CDL Grads Welcome.
700+ Trucks & Growing! 888-928-6011.
www.Drive4Total.com
JOIN AVERITT TODAY! Dedicated CDL-
A drivers get full benefits & weekly home-
time. 855-430-8869. Apply online:
AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity
Employer.
NEW PAY PACKAGE, TRACTOR
OWNER OPERATORS. $1,500 Sign-On
Bonus, Tupelo, MS to Detroit, MI.
Reimbursement, Tools, Scales, 2,500 -
3,000 miles/week. 888-888-7996.
Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. MS Press
Services. 601-981-3060.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E d u c a t i o n

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t - S a l e s

A d o p t i o n s S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 19, 2014

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Jan19_MCAN
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HIP IMPLANT PAIN?
Have You Had A Metal On Metal

HIP REPLACEMENT?

Contact us immediately for a FREE, No Obligation
consultation to learn more and to see if you have a

claim for recovery of monetary damages.

(601) 981-1636
William Liston • Liston/Lancaster

2648 Ridgewood, Suite B
Jackson, MS 39216

Michael McHenry • Gleason & McHenry
71 South Green Street

Tupelo, MS 38801

Lawrence Deas • Deas & Deas
353 North Green Street

Tupelo, MS 38804

• Have you suffered from
loosening of the implant?

• Have you suffered from
inflammation/infection of hip
bone or tissue?

• Have you experienced metal
toxicity from the implant?

• Have you experienced fracture
of bone around implant?

• Have you had the implant
removed or replaced?

HIP IMPLANT PAIN?
Have You Had A Metal On Metal

HIP REPLACEMENT?

Contact us immediately for a FREE, No Obligation
consultation to learn more and to see if you have a

claim for recovery of monetary damages.

(601) 981-1636
William Liston • Liston/Lancaster

2648 Ridgewood, Suite B
Jackson, MS 39216

Michael McHenry • Gleason & McHenry
71 South Green Street

Tupelo, MS 38801

Lawrence Deas • Deas & Deas
353 North Green Street

Tupelo, MS 38804

• Have you suffered from
loosening of the implant?

• Have you suffered from
inflammation/infection of hip
bone or tissue?

• Have you experienced metal
toxicity from the implant?

• Have you experienced fracture
of bone around implant?

• Have you had the implant
removed or replaced?

PASS
Gleason & McHenry

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Gleason & McHenry

2x6

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

PASS
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



JSU men’s basketball snaps losing 
streak; beats Texas Southern 84-80

Richard Sherman’s rant blew the 
hinge off the door of racial stereotypes

BJ West recorded his 11th 
double-double of the season as 
the Jackson State men’s bas-
ketball team snapped a three 
game losing streak by beating 
the Texas Southern Tigers 84-
80 in Southwestern Athletic 
Conference action Monday 
night, Jan. 20, at the Lee E. 
Williams Athletics and Assem-
bly Center.

With the win JSU improves 
to a 6-12, 2-4 record and 

TXSO falls to 7-10, 3-2.
West scored a team high 19 

points and pulled down a game 
high 12 rebounds. He went 
9-13 from the floor and had two 
blocked shots. Julysses Nobles 
followed with a 17 point, nine 
assist effort. Jeff Stubbs scored 
14 points for JSU, as he con-
nected on 10-11 free throws 
and JB Brent chipped in 12 
points on 4-7 shooting from 
three-point range.

D’Aris Scarver led Texas 

Southern with 23 points.
JSU held a 39-37 halftime 

advantage.
For the game JSU shot 

52.6% from the field (30-57), 
53.8% in threes (7-13) and 
70.8% from the line (17-24). 
TXSO shot 56.3% from the 
field (27-48), 37.5% from 
three-point range (6-16) and 
66.7% from the line.

After trailing for the first six 
minutes of the first half, JSU 
scored 10 straight points to 

take a 22-11 advantage at the 
12:43 mark. TXSO opened the 
second half by taking a one 
point lead on a Scarver three-
pointer at the 19:51 mark. 
TXSO eventually built an 
eight point lead, but JSU tied 
the game at 61-61 with 9:40 
left in regulation and didn’t re-
linquish the lead again.

JSU held its largest lead, 12 
points, with 42 seconds left in 
the game.

JSU returns to action Satur-
day, Jan. 25, when the Tigers 
host Grambling State at the 

AAC. Tip-off is set for 7:30 
pm.

The instant his verbal explo-
sion of an interview hit, the pre-
dictable quickly happened with 
Seattle Seahawks all pro corner-
back Richard Sherman.

In fact two predictable things 
happened with him in the after-
math of the interview.

The stereotypes flew fast and 
furious. Sherman was of course 
a “thug,” “dirtbag,” scum,” and 
“disgrace.” But make no mistake 
those were the genteel ones. The 
booing chorus heaped on him 
the racist favorites, “gorilla,” 
“ape,” “monkey,” and “animal.”

All the epithets were amply 
punctuated with the N word.

While Sherman quickly back 
pedaled from his tirade against 
the opposing player that stirred 
the rant, he bitingly recognized 
that he was not just a target for 
his supposedly loose brained, 
bad behavior in front of a TV 
camera, but had been instantly 
transformed into the nation’s 
new walking, emblematic racial 
stereotype, “To use racial slurs 
and bullying language far worse 
than what you’ll see from me. 
It’s sad and somewhat unbeliev-
able to me that the world is still 
this way.”

It is and the last person that 
should be surprised at that is 
Sherman if he had paid even the 
least bit of attention to the un-
abashed and gleeful racial mug-
ging in the past of the legion of 
bad behaving black sports no-

tables.
The prevalent thug image 

by many fans and observers of 
black pro football players is not 
merely a matter of repugnant 
and jaded personal bias; it’s had 
a troubling consequence.

A study by USA Today in 
2013 found marked differences 
in how authorities handled black 
NFL players vs. white players 
during traffic stops. The over-
whelming majority of the black 
players were arrested for charges 
related to their driver’s license. 
No white players were arrested 
for the same thing. Black play-
ers were pulled over for playing 
their music too loud. No white 
players were stopped for this. 
And white players were almost 
never arrested on charges after a 
search of their vehicle. A num-
ber of black players were.

Even if Sherman missed that, 
he need look no further than the 
most recent example of off the 
chart stereotyping in the trashing 
of Trayvon Martin. By the time 
the professional race baiters and 
legions of others got through as-
saulting his character and con-
cocting lies about his past he 
was transformed from the inno-
cent murder victim he was too a 
closet thug.

As with Martin, and the oth-
ers, the racial trashing of Sher-
man is silly stuff. The pantheon 
of stereotypes and negative 
typecasting they’re anchored on 
are not.

The hope was that President 

Obama’s election buried once 
and for all negative racial type-
casting and the perennial threat 
racial stereotypes posed to the 
safety and well-being of black 
males. It did no such thing.

Immediately after Obama’s 
election teams of researchers 
from several major universi-
ties found that many of the old 
stereotypes about poverty and 
crime and blacks remained just 
as frozen in time. The study 
found that much of the public 
still perceived those most likely 
to commit crimes are poor, job-

less and black. The study did 
more than affirm that race and 
poverty and crime were firmly 
rammed together in the public 
mind. 

It also showed that once the 
stereotype is planted, it’s virtual-
ly impossible to root out. That’s 
hardly new either.

Sherman is a near textbook 
example of this. His lofty aca-
demic accomplishments, Stan-
ford University degree, and of-
ten thoughtful and entertaining 
interviews and literary analysis 
and comment on sports and even 
at times social issues, and tout 
of education for young blacks 
meant absolutely nothing to the 
race baiters.

There’s another predictable 
thing that’s been very much a 
part of the Sherman saga. It’s 
called denial. The same instant 

that the race baiting flew hot 
and heavy at Sherman, the eye 
wash of it flew just as heavy. The 
scramble was now on to airbrush 
the race hits on Sherman as just 
the sick rants of a handful of rac-
ists who hid behind the relative 
anonymity of twitter. And then 
quickly shift back to Sherman 
and dump full blame on him for 
triggering such passionate and 
angered outbursts from so many 
people.

The message was that the 
few times that race cropped up 
against him was unfortunate but 
had no real significance to ex-
plain the massive mostly nega-
tive public fascination with a 
few moments of a rant from a 
football player of all persons.

In the end, as Sherman found 
out, it doesn’t much matter how 
prominent, wealthy, or cele-
brated the black is. The overkill 
frenzy feeding on the criminal 
or borderline criminal antics of 
a litany of black NFL and NBA 
stars who run afoul of the law 
or are poorly behaved, and of 
course, will always stir the nega-
tive image of black males.

Sherman did much to put his 
team in the Super Bowl. He 
would have been universally 
hailed as a hero for it that is until 
his rant again blew the hinge off 
the door of racial stereotypes.

Earl Ofari Hutchinson is an 
author and political analyst. 
He is a weekly co-host of the 
Al Sharpton Show on American 

Urban Radio Network. He is 
the author of How Obama Gov-
erned: The Year of Crisis and 
Challenge. He is an associate 
editor of New America Media. 
He is host of the weekly Hutchin-
son Report Newsmaker Hour 
heard weekly on the nationally 
network broadcast Hutchinson 
Newsmaker Network.

Jackson State Athletics Media

Earl Ofari Hutchinson
Eurweb.com
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Coach Brent goes over stregy with the Tigers

Sherman celebrates
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Book Review:
“NegRoes aNd the guN: the 
Black tRaditioN of aRms”
ByNicholas JohNsoN
  c.2014, PRometheus Books 
   $19.95 / $21.00 caNada  •  340 Pages
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The headlines made you shake 
your head. There was another 
shooting nearby the other night. 
Another senseless argument, an-
other impulsive action, another 
life ended.

Sometimes, you wonder if 
things like that could’ve been 
prevented. But as you’ll see in 
“Negroes and the Gun: The Black 
Tradition of Arms” by Nicholas 
Johnson, history - both old and 
recent - has a lot of bearing on the 
bearing of arms.

Frederick Bailey had had 
enough. He’d been raised as the 
slave-companion to a young 
white boy in a big-brother role 
and was “coddled.” His owner, 
therefore, thought it best that the 
sometimes-impudent Frederick 
be sent away and “broken.” But 
headstrong Frederick wouldn’t 
have any of that, and he fought 
back.

Frederick (Bailey) Douglass 
was “far from the first to fight,” 
says Johnson; in fact, both slaves 
and black freemen in the early-to-
mid 1800s used guns to defend 
themselves. And for that, “pun-
ishment was swift.”

Still, pre-Civil War records 
from Vicksburg, Miss. show that 
slaves had “direct access” to fire-
arms, and that merchants who il-
legally sold guns to slaves were 
“periodically” prosecuted.

Later, when Lincoln opened the 
Union Army to “Negro soldiers,” 
black men took up arms, “intent 
on proving themselves” and fight-
ing for their freedom. Once the 
war was over, black veterans peti-
tioned Congress for their Second 
Amendment rights to bear arms, 
and then for a Fourteenth Amend-
ment.

Using their guns, Negroes 
helped settle the Old West by 
cowboyin’ and stagecoaching. 
The “color line became blurred” 

then as “red, black, and white men 
mixed together, but it wasn’t just a 
man’s world.  “Stagecoach” Mary 
Fields (a.k.a. “Black Mary”) was 
known to be a better shot than any 
man in the state of Montana.

By the turn of the century, be-
ing armed was a near-necessity 
for many Negroes. It was a time 
of lynchings, race riots, Jim Crow 
laws, and occasional, surprising 
pockets of legal protection. Still, 
any white person who thought that 
a black man or woman wouldn’t 
dare shoot in self-defense was 
woefully mistaken.

That sentiment was still around 
during the Civil Rights Move-
ment, despite “cautions” against 
violence from Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. - and, once again, women 
took up arms, too. But by the mid-
1970s, black mayors and other of-
ficials were petitioning the gov-
ernment for a different action: to 
help take guns away from their 
black constituents.

When I first started “Negroes 
and the Gun,” I figured that I 
was in for something dry and 
maybe a little boring. I was 
wrong. Author Nicholas John-
son tells the story of African 
American history through fire-
arms, but his is a lively account. 

Not only are we given a thor-
ough timeline that reflects this 
book’s title, but we’re treated 
to individual stories of people, 
famous and infamous: Ida B. 
Wells, Frederick Douglass, 
Booker T. Washington, Louis 
Armstrong, Walter White, and, 
yes, the fascinating gunwoman 
of whom “men were rightly 
afraid…”

In the end, I highly enjoyed 
this book and I think you will, 
too, whether you’re pro-gun-
ownership or not. For the his-
tory and its accompanying 
final, thought-provoking chap-
ter, “Negroes and the Gun” is 
worth a shot. 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Harmful rain
2. Love flower
3. Actor Alda
4. Snake
5. Wave
6. Be
7. After ninth
8. Cheese
10. Cola brand
16. Cult
18. Falkan Islands (abr.)
19. Rupee (abbr.)
20. African nation
21. Large african animal, for short
22. Harrow
24. National capital
25. Part of a semester
26. Removes the water
28. Compass point
30. Key

ACROSS 
1. Middle East dweller
5. Festival
9. Fill in
11. Chopped
12. Abraham’s son
13. One of Columbus’ ships
14. Lair
15. Milliliter
17. Short-term memory
18. After third
20. Grate
22. Morse code “T”
23. By
24. Limited (abbr.)
27. Wading bird
29. Colder
31. Male children
32. Toyota car
33. Have knowledge
34. Sweet potatoes

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Dale Earnhardt

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

You are at your most practical this
week when it comes to working with
others.

This week you know exactly what to do
and can act without haste or additional
emotions.

You've developed a knack for organizing
things and it may pay off big this week!

A sense of ambition and practicality may
take over today.

In a slightly difficult situation you will
need to have your wits about you to
ensure a positive outcome today.

The trick is to handle everything today
with grace and not let it go to your head!

Financial issues may pass tomorrow and
you may want to look back on a particular
moment that maximized the results.

A high level of emotional energy 
continues with the focus still on a new
relationship this week.

Your kindness this week may be recipro
cated by someone who showers a little
affection upon you.

There's some truly great exchanges 
of ideas with other family members 
likely today.

You could become very strong and 
unaffected when dealing with the 
weaknesses of others this weekend.

Today, don't allow the focus of others, bad
habits or gossip to effect your life!

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
get youR cuRReNt News oNliNe at:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



For the first time in its history, 
the Producers Guild of America 
gave its top prize to two films dur-
ing its awards ceremony Sunday 
night, Jan. 19.

“Gravity” and “12 Years a 
Slave” both won the Darryl F. Za-
nuck Award for outstanding pro-
ducer of theatrical motion pictures 
at the show, which took place at the 
Beverly Hilton.

Producer Brad Pitt and director-
producer Steve McQueen accepted 
“12 Years a Slave’s” award. Pitt 
talked about the struggle involved 
in getting a project to the big screen 
and the rewarding feeling when all 
of that effort pays off.

“As a producer, I spend years 
trying to get a script together for 
a project [I] believe in,” Pitt said. 
“The concept has to attract money. 
I try to figure out actors’ schedules. 
It’s a colossal pain in the ass. But 
when we do prevail and get a story 
together, when we get all the ele-
ments together and we clear the 
way for a director to believe in, 
it is a lovely, lovely feeling, and 
beyond that, we get to contribute 
something to the yearly narrative. 
We contribute something to cul-
ture, and that’s cool.”

Pitt also thanked the cast, the 
city of New Orleans, Bill Pohlad, 
New Regency’s Brad Weston and 
Arnon Milchan, everyone at Fox 
Searchlight and McQueen, who 
then took the microphone.

McQueen thanked those who 
supported their film, noting that 
there were “a lot of people who 
turned their backs on us.” And 
he said that the film’s box office 
success, despite its brutal scenes, 
shows the importance of the mov-
ie’s story.

“When the film first came out in 
Telluride and Toronto, some peo-
ple were saying this was a brutal 
film, that no one would go and see 
it,” McQueen explained. “Box of-
fice here, in the United States, and 
the U.K. has proven differently. It 
just shows you what happens when 
people come together to make 
something work, particularly about 
this story, a story of America. It’s 
not a black film. It’s not a white 
film. It’s a story of America. It’s 
the story of a man called Solomon 
Northup, who survived the horrors 
of slavery for 12 years.”

Meanwhile, “Frozen” won in 
the animated film category. On the 
TV side, AMC’s “Breaking Bad” 
won for best episodic drama, while 
ABC’s “Modern Family” scored 
the win for best episodic comedy. 
HBO’s “Behind the Candelabra” 
won in the longform category.

A bevy of top industry names 
also took the stage to present and 
receive the PGA’s annual special 
honors.

Singer Pharrell Williams pre-
sented the Visionary Award to 
Chris Meledandri of Illumination 
Entertainment, praising his “sin-
gular vision,” first at Twentieth 
Century Fox as an executive, and 
then in partnership with Universal 

Studios, after 
he formed his 
own company 
and produced 
“Desp icab le 
Me.”

Actor Mi-
chael B. Jordan 
presented the 
Stanley Kramer 
Award to pro-
ducers Nina 
Yang Bon-
giovi and For-
est Whitaker 
for the movie 
“Fruitvale Sta-
tion.” He said 
the film’s im-
portant story 
was shot in 
twenty days 
and twenty 
nights, “in 
which nobody 
slept. It was 
too expensive 
to sleep - yeah, 
independent 
film.”

“The loss of 
Oscar Grant 
was a tragedy,” 
said Whitaker. “Oscar is a symbol 
for so many social justices… Our 

hope was this would create a hu-
man experience that would unite 
us.”

ENTERTAINMENT

PGA Awards: ‘12 Years a Slave’, ‘Gravity’ 
win Best Picture in unprecedented tie

Has Vanity Fair gone 
too far with lighting of 
Lupita Nyong’o’s skin?

Vanity Fair is at the center of 
controversy after providing a sneak 
peak of a picture of “12 Years a 
Slave” star Lupita Nyong’o.

According to reports, the Inter-
net and social media are ablaze 
with debate as people weigh in 
on whether the Oscar-nominated 
entertainer’s skin was deliberately 
lightened or if the photo shown 
had more to do with too bright, 
washed out lighting.

The pic in question appears on 
Vanity Fair’s February issue ‘Vani-
ties’ section.”

“At press time, two-thirds of 
respondents to a Huffington Post 

Black Voices poll feel that yes, the 
magazine did this deliberately,” 

Fishbowl NY’s Richard Horgan 
stated, “There does not currently 
appear to be any official statement 
of response from the Condé Nast 
publication. The matter is making 
headlines not just here but also in 
Nyong’o’s native Kenya and the 
UK...”

When asked for a response to 
the inquiry from Journal-isms, a 
Vanity Fair spokeswoman did not 
respond.

So what say you.? Did Vanity 
Fair lightened Lupita Nyong’o’s 
skin on purpose or was it a case of 
too much lighting?

You can now add Oliver Stone‘s 
name to the list of directors who 
started and dropped out of Martin 
Luther King film projects.

Via Twitter, Stone announced 
that he’s quitting a Martin Luther 
King biopic following a disagree-
ment with King’s estate and pro-
ducers over how the late civil rights 

leader would be portrayed.
Stone, who was going to write 

and direct the project, said the film’s 
producers weren’t happy with his 
script, which touched on “adultery, 
conflicts within the movement, and 
King’s spiritual transformation into 
a higher, more radical being.”

In his tweet, Stone wrote: “Sad 
news. My MLK project involve-

ment has ended. I did an extensive 
rewrite of the script, but the produc-
ers won’t go with it.

He continued: “I’m told the es-
tate and the ‘respectable’ black 
community that guard King’s repu-
tation won’t approve it. They suffo-
cate the man and the truth. I wish 
you could see the film I would’ve 
made. I fear if ‘they’ ever make it, 

it’ll be just another commemora-
tion of the March on Washington.”

Stone also observed that he was 
worried that the film would be 
‘suffocated’ as a result of his de-
parture and the completed movie 
would gloss over King’s flaws.

Jamie Foxx was attached to the 
project to play Martin Luther King 
Jr. in the Oliver Stone project

(L-R) Producer Brad Pitt and director Steve McQueen 
accept the Darryl F. Zanuck Award for Outstanding 
Producer of Theatrical Motion Pictures for ’12 Years 
a Slave’ onstage during the 25th annual Producers 
Guild of America Awards at The Beverly Hilton Hotel 
on Jan. 19 in Beverly Hills, Calif.

Nyong’o (left) and her Vanity Fair photo (right)

Stone               King

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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Oliver Stone out of King Film: studio & King Estate objected to his portrayal of King
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January 22 - 28, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$599

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$119

FRESH  ALL NATURAL  SMALL

WHOLE
FRYERS

PER  LB.

$100
USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

SHOULDER 
STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$349

FRESH  

PORK  
NECKBONES

PER  LB.

$100

FAMILY  PACK

TURKEY
NECKS

PER  LB.

$100

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.

2/$5

HOT  OR  MILD

GWALTNEY
SAUSAGE

12  OZ.

$100

ASSORTED

CAMPBELL'S
CHUNKY  SOUPS

18 - 18.8  OZ.

2/$3

SAVE  ON

PEPSI  PRODUCTS
12 - PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$12
ASSORTED  HIDDEN  VALLEY

SALAD
DRESSING

16  OZ.  BTL.

2/$6

BLUE  BONNET  SPREAD

MARGARINE
45  OZ. ..................................... 

2/$6
PILLSBURY  GRANDS

BISCUITS
16.3 - 17.3  OZ. .............................

$100

SHREDDED  OR  CHUNK  CRYSTAL  FARMS

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  PKG. ............................. 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WGGLY  SOUR

CREAM
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$3
ASSORTED  FLAVORS  SIMPLY

JUICES
1.75  LTR. .................................. 

2/$6
MRS.  PAUL'S  FISH  STICKS  OR

FILLETS
10.1 - 11.4  OZ. .............................

2/$6
PEPPERIDGE  FARMS  TEXAS  TOAST/GARLIC

BREAD
9.5 - 11.75  OZ. .............................

2/$5
SWANSON

CHICKEN  OR
TURKEY  
POT  PIES
7  OZ. ....................................... 

5/$3
PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

STUFFED
SANDWICHES
2  CT. ........................................ 

3/$5

piggly wiggly

SWEET  IMPORTED

CANTALOUPES
EACH

2/$4
RIPE  FLORIDA  RED

GRAPEFRUIT
EACH

2/$1
FRESH  EXPRESS

COLE  SLAW
16  OZ.  3  COLOR  OR  OLD  FASHIONED

$100

FRESH  BROCCOLI

FLORETTES
POUND

$199

FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD  MIX
12  OZ.

$100

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


