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As the state prepares to honor 
civil rights icon Martin Luther 
King Jr. on Jan. 18, state and 
local leaders are weighing in 
on whether the King holiday 
should no longer be shared with 
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

Mississippi is one of three 
states that sets asides the third 
Monday in January to honor 
King, whose birthday is Jan. 15,  
and Lee, whose birthday is Jan. 
19. The other states are Alabama 
and Arkansas.

Last week, Arkansas Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson announced that he 
wants lawmakers to approve a 
separate day for King and cease 
celebrating King and Lee on the 
same day.

Mississippi Sen. Hillman 

Frazier, District 
27, was the 
primary author 
of legislation to 
recognize the 
King holiday in 
the state, which 

was signed into law March 20, 
1987. Initially, legislation went 
to the House Appropriations 
Committee and stayed there 
four years. A filibuster forced 
lawmakers to finally make a 
decision on the bill.

“It took several years to pass. 
There was so much resistant. 
They finally gave in and accepted 
it,” said Frazier, who also noted 
that Mississippi was one of the 
first states to recognize the King 
holiday.

Since its 1954 origin the Civil 
Rights Movement frequently 
visits and rests upon America’s 
conscience. Equally, the rise of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. as its charismatic leader and 
orator fetched local and regional 
youth and adults in a random 
poll who spoke boldly about past 
and present affairs. Whether they 
actually marched with King as 
many like Presiding Elder George 
W. Tyler of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church did, they were 
firm in recollection, judgment, 
and vision. 

Not very long after Tyler’s 1961 
enrollment at Tougaloo College, 
the Civil Rights Movement 
became fully ablaze in the deep 
south section of the United States. 
“It made its arrival in the state 
with students from Tougaloo 
College participating in the sit-ins 
and the Freedom Riders invading 
the city of Jackson Bus Station. 
Being an oasis in Mississippi, 
the sit-in and Freedom Riders 
found a safe haven on the campus 
of Tougaloo College. On one 
occasion, I carried Freedom 
Riders from the Greyhound Bus 
Station in Jackson to the campus 
of Tougaloo College. On another, 
I participated in the march with 
Dr. King as he traveled down 
Bailey Avenue extension across 

Woodrow Wilson down Railroad 
Avenue to the State Capitol,” said 
Tyler.

These protests against 
segregation and discrimination 
brought Tyler back to Mississippi 
from the U.S. Army in 1964, 
enabled him to become a 
registered voter, stimulated 
the minds of the protesters and 
encouraged them to exercise 
human dignity and worthiness. 
Yet, poll respondents painted 
a picture of what American 
communities look like today 
when it comes to King’s dream.

Some hovered resentment 
against lack of love exemplified 
across the nation.

Fifty years after Vernon 
Dahmer Sr., – one of 
Mississippi’s civil rights icons 
– was murdered at the hands of 
Klu Klux Klans, the state has 
honored him by designating Jan. 
10, 2016, as Vernon Dahmer 
Legacy Day in Mississippi.

Some describe the honor 
as long overdue. When asked 
about whether she thought the 
honor was past its time, Ellie 
Dahmer, widow of the civil 
rights leader said, “Well, you 
know how I feel. My husband 
didn’t just help Blacks, he 
helped Whites, too.”

Dahmer was a local 
businessman, farmer and 
leader with the NAACP in 
the 1960s in the Hattiesburg 
area, particularly the Kelly 

Settlement community, 
which was land belonging to 
the Dahmer family. He was 
admired and respected by 
both Blacks and Whites. He 
also worked with the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee and the Council of 
Federated Organizations.

His efforts to get Blacks 
registered to vote, including 
leading voter registration 
drives, made him a target of 
white supremacists.

On Jan. 10, 1966, the KKK, 
under orders from Sam Bowers 
who was the imperial wizard 
of the White Knights, attacked 
Dahmer’s store and family 

home by shooting into the 
house and throwing containers 
of gas into the house. The house 
erupted in flames while Dahmer 
shot back at the attackers. 
Dahmer as well as his only 
daughter, Bettie, were injured 
by the flames. Dahmer later 
died in a hospital due to the 
damage to his lungs from the 
smoke. He was 57.

Bowers was convicted of the 
crime in 1998.

Dahmer’s family, including 
his wife, Ellie, and children, 
Dennis, Harold, Vernon 

WASHINGTON – With 
Americans soon to begin 
choosing his successor, President 
Barack Obama is casting his 
seven divisive years as a time 
of positive change, implicitly 
asking voters to replace him 
with a Democrat who would 
continue his hard-won policies 
on health care, climate change 
and Iran.

Addressing a hostile Republi-
can-led Congress and a country 
plunged in a tumultuous, at times 
angry presidential campaign, 
Obama used his final State of 
the Union address to summon an 
affirmative vision of his admin-
istration and for the future. He 
rebutted critics, naysayers and 
the GOP White House hopefuls, 
but also acknowledged his own 
failure to transform the coun-

try’s bitter politics and unite the 
nation.

With a year left in office, he 
presented that task as more ur-
gent than ever and pleaded with 
voters to turn away from harsh 
voices and come together.

“Democracy grinds to a 
halt without a willingness to 
compromise; or when even basic 
facts are contested,” Obama 
said. “Our public life withers 

Dr. Adolfo Correa, a 
physician-scientist with a 
strong record of clinical care, 
population-based research and 
leadership, has been appointed 
director and principal 
investigator of the Jackson 
Heart Study, following a 
national search.

Correa was the unanimous 
choice of the chief executive 
officers of the study’s three 
participating institutions: 
Jackson State University, 
Tougaloo College and the 
University of Mississippi 
Medical Center. Their 
recommendation has been 
acknowledged by the National 
Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute of the National 
Institutes of Health, which 
provides funding support for 
the JHS.

“The NHLBI is confident 

in Correa’s capacity to 
provide excellent leadership 
and stewardship over this 
important national study at this 
pivotal time in epidemiology 
and public health,” stated Dr. 
Gary H. Gibbons, director of 
NHLBI. “We look forward 
to continuing to work closely 
with Dr. Correa to advance an 
evidence-based elimination of 
health inequities in the US and 
around the world – beginning 
with the Jackson Heart Study.”

Sen. Juan Barnett speaks during the resolution presentation of Vernon Dahmer Legacy Day. Ellie Dahmer, widow of Vernon Dahmer Sr., is left 
of Barnett. Sen. John Horhn is right of Barnett. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
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The Unframed at New Stage 
Theatre Series presents A Stage 
Fractured, which includes The Gas 
Heart by Tristan Tzara and A Mouthful 
of Birds by Caryl Churchhill with 
David Lan at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 15-17.

Ticket price is $10 and tickets can 
only be purchased at the door, with 
cash or check only. The performances 
are staged at New Stage Theatre’s 
Warehouse Theatre, which is located 
at 1000 Monroe St. in the Belhaven 
Heights neighborhood. A Stage 
Fractured contains adult content and 
language, and is recommended for 
mature audiences only. Unframed at 
New Stage Theatre is sponsored by 
Jackson Free Press.

Directed by Richart Schug, The 
Gas Heart is called the Dada anti-
masterpiece of drama. It was written 
as a series of non sequiturs and a par-
ody of classical drama and has three 
acts despite being a short one-act. It 
is one of the most recognizable plays 
inspired by the anti-establishment 
trend know as Dadaism.

Tristan Tzara was a Romanian-
born French poet and essayist known 
mainly as a founder of Dada, a ni-
hilistic revolutionary movement in 
the arts. Tzara wrote the first Dada 
texts, “The First Heavenly Adventure 
of Mr. Antipyrine” (1916), “Twenty-
Five Poems” (1918), and the move-
ment’s manifestos, “Seven Dada 
Manifestos” (1924).

A Mouthful of Birds, directed by 
Clara Seitz, is a post-modern re-
telling of Euripides’ Bacchae told 
through the lives of seven different 
characters. It tackles subjects such as 
gender, sexuality, depression, and af-
fection. You certainly don’t have to 
be familiar with Euripides to enjoy 
A Mouthful of Birds, but to those 

that are familiar it should be a nice 
bonus.

Caryl Churchill is a British play-
wright whose works are known for 
their non-naturalistic techniques, 
feminist themes, and demonstra-
tions of the abuses of power. Other 
notable works include; Cloud Nine, 
Owners, and Top Girls, which won 
an Obie Award for Best Play in 1982.

Francine Reynolds, the artistic 
director of New Stage Theatre 
says, “The Unframed evening of 
A Stage Fractured offers the type 
of performances that stretch the 
imaginations of both our company 
and the audience. The Gas Heart 
and A Mouthful of Birds are unique 
plays and perfect presentations 
for Unframed and The Warehouse 
Theatre.”

“Tackling the script is like herding 
cats,” said director Richart Schug. 
“For a show (and for that matter an 
artistic movement) that claims to 
be little more than a showcase of 
nonsense there are little subtleties that 
have revealed themselves through 
the rehearsal process, making the 
characters (played by a brilliant cast) 
more tangible. It’s as if we’re playing 
jeopardy, all of the answers are in the 
script waiting for us to give the right 
questions, it’s very backwards but I 
guess that’s just Dada.”

Additional performances are at 
7:30 p.m. Jan. 16 and Jan. 17.

For more information, find The 
Unframed at New Stage Theatre 
Series on Facebook or call (601) 
948-3533.

As the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday ap-
proaches, we must be-
gin to reflect on the ex-
amples and lessons left 
to us. King’s life was 
exemplary of love and 

courage in action while under fire. He 
was willing to take unpopular stances 
and go to great lengths to hold political 
actors and the political system account-
able. This could be no more evident 
than in King’s stand against the war in 
Vietnam.

When King delivered his speech 
“Why I Oppose the War in Vietnam” on 
April 4, 1967 at the historic Riverside 
Church in Harlem, consensus around 
the war’s unpopularity had yet to con-
cretize. His stance on Vietnam essen-
tially placed him in the middle of a vast 
ocean of blind patriotism where people 
characterized dissenters as “un-Ameri-
can.” He was at odds with some of his 
closest confidants and advisors who 
wondered aloud “what does Vietnam 
have to do with civil rights?” They did 
not understand that he was transcend-
ing civil rights, an exclusively domes-
tic arena and entering the international 
arena of human rights. King’s charac-
terization of the U.S. government as the 
“greatest purveyor of violence in the 
world” placed him in direct opposition 
to those with political power and on the 
side of the “least of these.” 

In 1965, the Voting Rights Act was 
signed by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
only after the brutality endured by local 
people in Selma, Ala. was broadcast to 
the world, and King came to help drama-
tize and give voice to what was happen-
ing there. After the signing of the Voting 
Rights Acts, Johnson touted himself as 
a friend of the Civil Rights Movement. 
Like many politicians, Johnson expect-

ed political allegiance from King and 
other leaders in the movement because 
he had “helped” them. One could imag-
ine how bewildered Johnson was when 
King announced his stance on Vietnam. 
Livid is an understatement. 

Suddenly, the man who was looked 
at as a responsible “Negro leader” was 
thrown from the good graces of the po-
litically powerful. His calls to the White 
House stopped being received. Dona-
tions to the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, of which he was presi-
dent, dried up. King was persona non 
grata in Washington and in many pow-
erful politically and economically con-
nected circles. King was not deterred, 
however, and spoke out more against 
the war in Vietnam.

King understood the carnage that 
politicians can cause when they are not 
accountable to those they represent. He 
understood how politicians who meant 
well could be neglectful toward the con-
cerns of their constituents and how such 
neglect could result in great suffering. It 
would do us all well to take a page out 
of King’s book and hold elected officials 
accountable to us.

The impoverishment of Mississip-
pi is evident, and it is clear that some 
major political neglect is taking place. 
The poverty, the blight and the lack of 
economic resources flowing into poor 
communities is unacceptable. The fact 
that some of these officials have “rep-
resented” these poor areas for multiple 
decades is even more disconcerting. The 
brown water, the crumbling infrastruc-
ture, and potholes in Jackson all tell a 
story of political neglect that leads to 
the highest echelons of local and state 
government.

Many politicians ride into political of-
fice on the backs of the poor and make 
promises that they never keep. They can 

only be stopped if ordinary people hold 
them accountable.

Holding elected officials accountable 
is no small task. It will take courage. It 
will take a willingness to be unpopular, 
mocked and scorned in some popular 
circles. Nonetheless, it is necessary.

King would surely condemn the at-
tempted takeover of Jackson’s airport 
as the racist move that it is. However, 
I am also sure that King would have a 
strong critique of political officials who 
allow large parts of their constituencies 
to drown in poverty and degradation.

The task ahead is not an either/or task. 
It is a both/and task. While beating back 
reactionary forces in the state of Missis-
sippi, we must also have strong critique 
and accountability measures for those 
politicians that claim to be fighting for 
us in the state and here in Jackson. As 
King modeled, we must be bold and un-
compromising in this stance. One of my 
favorite quotes by King addresses this:

“Cowardice asks the question – is it 
safe?

Expediency asks the question – is it 
politic?

But Conscience asks the question – is 
it right?

And there comes a time when one 
must take a position that is neither safe, 
nor politic, nor popular; but one must 
take it because it is right.”

As we celebrate King, let us be re-
minded of his political courage and un-
willingness to cower in the face of those 
wielding political power and influence. 
We should subscribe to King’s practice 
to build a better city, a better state and 
ultimately a better world.

Adobe Minka is a husband, father 
and criminal defense attorney in Hinds 
County. He is a member of the National 
Conference of Black Lawyers and works 
with the Law for Black Lives. He lives in 
the cooperative community of New West 
Jackson.

New Stage presents 
A Stage Fractured King and accountability
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In Virden Addition Willie 
D. Jackson acknowledged that 
progress had resulted from King’s 
leadership but said, “There should 
be more love because we are away 
from that. We would have a better 
home and a better community if 
we exercise love.”

Kaylynn Neal of Rowan Middle 
School and Kelsey Neal of Lanier 
High School called for people to 
get along, to stop Black on Black 
crime, to stop fighting each other, 
and to stop gang violence. 

The Rev. Caroline Claiborne 
who pastors Bonner A.M.E. 
Church quickly claimed, “If we 
are not careful, the newspaper 
will make us love the oppressor 
and hate the people who are 
oppressed. We protest when a 
police officer kills, and we’re 
killing each other every day. 
We’ve lost our sense of value and 
respect for one another. We’ve got 
to learn to love ourselves again. 
Reiterating the village concept, 
Claiborne reflected on one of 

King’s famous statements: “If 
you’re a street sweeper, be the 
best street sweeper.” She then 
added, “Give it your best and 
that’s what’s required.”

While Alicea Atkins of Brown 
Elementary School longed 
for peace and equality, Steven 
Williams of Forest Hill High 
School advocated unity. “Dr. 
King wanted us to come together 
as one. Youth can take things to 
the church and put God first so 

he can fight our battles. Then we 
wouldn’t have so much chaos,” 
he said.

Sitting in a restaurant in Rankin 
County, Vicksburg residents 
Pastor Eric Cooley and his wife, 
Ava, looked at King’s dream and 
resorted to attentive matters. “I 
think Dr. King wanted economic 
empowerment. We still have a lot 
of segregation on the economic 
level. We still have pockets of 
poverty though we’ve diversified 

the different institutions, explained 
the pastor. “In the deep south, we 
still have a long way to go in race 
relations. Discrimination is not as 
overt, but it is definitely still here. 
Since President Obama has been 
in office, we see a lot of it. To get 
to where we need to be, it’s going 
to take understanding.” Ava then 
said, “The dream is not fulfilled 
totally, but we have made some 
strides and have a long way to 
go.”

Nontraditional Tougaloo 
College student Booker Rogers 
seemed true to his major – 
sociology – with his perspective. 
“I understand that these protests 
over the years have done a lot 
for America as a whole. Other 
cultures like the Hispanics and 
Whites have benefitted but some 
of them can’t say these things 
because they might lose their jobs. 
At the same time it seems Blacks 
don’t embrace King’s passion 
anymore.”

Rogers continued, “America is 
declining because of conditional 
injustices and the world is 
watching. You can’t press forward 
if you’re holding somebody else 
down. These injustices of police 
brutality are not going on in many 
other countries. But I understand 
that police brutality was ordered 
by the government. We’re 
destroying ourselves. It was God 
who blessed America and we 
need to go back to that. Our youth 
are crying out and if we can’t 
support them, we’re setting them 
up for disaster later.” On another 
note, Rogers appealed to black 
mothers of male children and 
said, “If you put the stereotype 
on the black male and say he’s no 
good, the mothers who allow that 
to be said have already destroyed 
that unborn baby’s future.”

The Rev. Juanita Jones who 
pastors Morning Star A.M.E. 
Church in Laurel and serves as 
shift supervisor of Hudspeth 
Regional for the state of 
Mississippi, recalled that she 
was 9-years-old when King was 
assassinated. “Because he fought 
for justice, righteousness, and 
civil rights, I think we have come 
a long way but we have a long 
way to go. Dr. King fought for all 
people, not just Blacks. When he 
marched, he marched so Blacks 
could have the right to vote. His 
dream is still becoming. We are 
middle ways,” Jones said. 

In her assessment of the Black 
race Jones had this to say, “I 
think Black on Black prejudice 
is the worst kind of prejudice 
and discrimination because when 
we get in certain positions, we 
have a tendency to look down on 
others who have not arrived.” She 
explained as well that those who 
have not arrived finger point at 
those who are successful.

As the clock continues to strike 
and though strides and gains 
have been made, nothing can 
erase the lingering past failures 
and human injustices that King 
challenged. What stands at the 
forefront is that, according to poll 
respondents, American citizens 
have yet to come to grips with 
love, unity, inclusion, freedom 
and equality to break the marring 
yoke that refuses to let them rest 
in peace.

Resistance to having a King 
holiday is quite evident. The first 
attempt to honor King with a 
holiday happened four days after 
his murder when U.S. Rep. John 
Conyers (D-MI) introduced 
legislation in 1968. In 1983, 
Congress passed legislation for 
the King holiday, and President 
Ronald Reagan signed the bill 
Nov. 20, 1983.

As for separating the holidays 
in Mississippi, Frazier’s not so 
sure it would happen here.

“That’s going to be a real 
challenge in this Legislature, 
to move Robert E. Lee Day. So 
many folks still see Robert E. Lee 
as their hero. Some legislators 
hold him dear,” Frazier said. 

Despite the dual holiday, 
Frazier emphasized the day is 
generally set aside as a day of 
service celebrating King and his 
efforts to liberate civil rights for 
all people in this country. 

The day “is a big celebration 

for King,” he said. “Let them 
(Robert E. Lee supporters) have 
their private celebration. It’s not 
distracting from our celebration 
of Dr. King.”

In a statement emailed to The 
Mississippi Link, Clay Chandler, 
director of communications for 
Gov. Phil Bryant said, “Gov. 
Bryant would not necessarily 
be opposed to separating 
the holidays, but would be 
concerned about adding another 
day off for state government, as 
one of the reasons for combining 
them was to save tax dollars.”

Frazier noted that eliminating 
cost by combining Robert E. Lee 
Day and Martin Luther King 
Day was a strong argument for 
getting the King holiday law 
passed years ago.

Georgia is an example of one 
state that has found a way to 
cease celebrating the two men 
on the same day. In recent years, 
Robert E. Lee Day was moved 

to the day after Thanksgiving 
in Georgia; however, now 
Georgia’s state calendar notes 
the day as simply a state holiday.

On the local level, Jackson 
Mayor Tony Yarber expressed 
his disagreement with honor-
ing King and Lee simultane-
ously.

“There is absolutely no way 
in the world that leaders in the 
United States of America would 
be asking George Washington to 
share a holiday with Adolf Hit-
ler. That’s how African Ameri-
cans see a Robert E. Lee. He is 
our Adolf Hitler. He was one of 
the folks who led the charge on 
ensuring that African Americans 
remained enslaved. As far as I’m 
concerned it’s blasphemous,” 
Yarber said.

“We need to really look at … 
replacing that (holiday) with 
people who share our values. 
You’ve got good history, and 
you’ve got bad history. To 

celebrate Robert E. Lee is to 
glorify a part of our history that 
is dark. Part of our history that is 
quite frankly evil. There’s a way 
to acknowledge his contribution 
to history without glorifying him 
at the same time, so not only 
would I look to separate the days 
I would look to not celebrate 
him at all.”

Ward 4 Jackson City 
Councilman De’Keither Stamps 
also shared his thoughts on the 
issue.

“I believe everyone is entitled 
to their own heritage and history 
and customs. But I believe in the 
Black community ours should be 
left alone. If someone wants to 
take a day and celebrate Robert 
E. Lee, that’s for them. But as far 
as Martin Luther King, Medgar 
Evers, Malcolm X, Harriet 
Tubman, Sojourner Truth, we 
have to create safe places and 
spaces and times to celebrate our 
own history and legacy.”

Holiday
Continued from page 1

Dream
Continued from page 1
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Pastor Eric Cooley and wife Ava Cooley 
of Vicksburg push for economic 
empowerment and racial equality. 
PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Nontraditional student 
Booker Rodgers of 
Tougaloo College believes 
much remains for America 
to reach its utopia.
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Dahmer Jr., and daughter, 
Bettie, were among the many 
family and friends who were 
on the Mississippi Senate floor 
Jan. 9, as the resolution was read 
by District 26 Sen. John Horhn 
of Jackson. Horhn also read a 
resolution letter from President 
Barack Obama to the family.

Freshman state Sen. Juan 
Barnett, who is the first African-
American lawmaker ever 
elected to represent the area of 
Dahmer’s birth, introduced the 
concurrent resolution Jan. 6. 
Horn assisted Barnett with the 
legislation.

“I think it’s very important 
that we continue to honor those 
leaders who gave their all up to 
and including the lives, for the 
freedom that we have today,” 
said Barnett, who considered 
honoring Dahmer during his 
campaign.

Dahmer was a member of the 
Shady Grove Baptist Church in 
Hattiesburg where he served as 
the music director and Sunday 

School teacher. 
His famous quote was, “If you 

don’t vote, you don’t count.”
Flonzie Brown-Wright, the 

first black woman to hold office 
in the state since Reconstruction 
as election commissioner of 
Madison County, was on hand 
for the special day. She worked 
with Dahmer during the Civil 
Rights Movement.

“To everything there is a 
season and it is long overdue 
‘cause this is a man who gave his 
life for the rights of everybody 
and of course as I looked over 
the Senate floor, I was almost 
moved to tears to see blacks and 
whites coming together for a 
unified cause.”

After Dahmer was killed, 
Brown-Wright organized a 
youth choir to get young people 
off the streets of Canton and 
renamed the choir the Vernon 
Dahmer Singers for Freedom. 
Some of those old choir 
members attended the program 
at Shady Grove Baptist Church 

in Hattiesburg Sunday to honor 
the civil rights leader.

“Today comes full circle for 
the Dahmer family,” she said.

Based on all the hugs and 
smiles from the many family 
members and friends of the 
Dahmer family who attended 
the resolution presentation, the 
heartache of the past was set 
aside to celebrate the impact 
Dahmer’s life had on civil rights.

“We certainly do appreciate 
it,” said Dennis Dahmer. “It did 
my heart good to look around 
that chamber and to see people 
of color and to know that part 
of the reason that they are there 
is a direct result of the things 
that my dad and other people 
did. They truly believed in the 
power of the ballot. The ballot 
is still strong today, but we have 
a lot of apathy and that needs 
to be corrected. So I encourage 
everybody to get out and vote 
because that is the one thing 
we can do collectively that will 
make a change.”

when only the most extreme 
voices get attention.”

Conceding that changing 
Washington was not the job of 
one person, Obama called on 
voters to change the system it-
self by demanding less money 
in politics, fairly drawn congres-
sional districts and easier access 
to voting.

“There are a whole lot of folks 
in this chamber who would like 
to see more cooperation, a more 
elevated debate in Washington, 
but feel trapped by the demands 
of getting elected,” Obama told 
a Congress unlikely to follow 
his lead, though many lawmak-
ers might agree with his call.

“It’s one of the few regrets of 
my presidency - that the rancor 
and suspicion between the par-
ties has gotten worse instead of 
better,” the president said.

At times, Obama referred 
sarcastically to the Republicans 

running to replace him, though 
without mentioning them by 
name, just weeks before voting 
in Iowa and New Hampshire. 
He countered the negativity of 
Donald Trump, who promises 
to keep out Muslims and “Make 
America Great Again,” and 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz’s vow to 
“carpet bomb” the Islamic State 
group.

“When politicians insult Mus-
lims ... that doesn’t make us 
safer,” he said. “It’s just wrong. 
It diminishes us in the eyes of 
the world. It makes it harder to 
achieve our goals.”

At another point, the president 
said, “Anyone claiming that 
America’s economy is in decline 
is peddling fiction.” And he also 
declared: “The United States of 
America is the most powerful 
nation on Earth. Period. It’s not 
even close.”

Referencing terror threats 

around the globe, Obama de-
fended his own efforts fighting 
Islamic State militants, and said: 
“Our answer needs to be more 
than tough talk or calls to carpet 
bomb civilians. That may work 
as a TV sound bite, but it doesn’t 
pass muster on the world stage.” 
Cruz skipped the speech, though 
his primary opponent, Sen. Mar-
co Rubio of Florida, was pres-
ent.

Shortly before the speech 
began, news broke that Iran was 
holding 10 U.S. Navy sailors 
and their two small boats that 
drifted into Iranian waters 
after experiencing mechanical 
problems. The development, 
which Obama did not mention, 
prompted criticism from 
Republicans about Obama’s 
hard-fought Iran nuclear deal, 
which the president extolled, 
arguing that “the world has 
avoided another war.”

Dahmer
Continued from page 1

Obama
Continued from page 1
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COMMUNITY

The Entergy Charitable 
Foundation is powering life 
in Mississippi communities 
with recent grants to nonprofit 
partners totaling $156,000. 
Charitable organizations may 
apply for 2016 support by 
completing the application form 
by Feb. 1.

The grants, funded by 
shareholders, enhance 
educational opportunities, help 
protect the environment and 
provide resources for low-
income customers. The grants 
bring Entergy Corporation’s 
total giving for 2015 to 
approximately $16 million, 
including $2.1 million from the 
Entergy Charitable Foundation. 
The foundation awards grants in 
two cycles each year. 

Grants awarded to Mississippi 
organizations in 2015’s second 
cycle include:

– $30,000 to Teach for America 
to develop a robust teacher 
recruiting strategy targeting 
graduates from Mississippi 
colleges and universities.

– $25,000 to Excel by 5 to 
support the early childhood 
community certification 
initiative, which designates 
communities as child-friendly. 

This is the third installment of a 
$100,000 commitment towards 
early childhood education.

– $25,000 to Mississippi 
Wildlife Rehabilitation, Inc., 
to build an education pavilion 
at Lake Cormorant in DeSoto 
County to serve as an outdoor 
science learning lab for area 
schoolchildren. This is part of a 
$150,000 Entergy Environmental 
Initiative grant award announced 
by EMI in October.

– $20,000 to North Midtown 
Community Development 
Corporation for improved 
educational offerings at 
Jackson’s Midtown Public 
Charter School.

– $20,000 to New Stage 
Theatre for Arts in Education 
touring performances and 
educational workshops for 
public schoolchildren. This is 
part of a multi-year grant.

– $10,000 to the Mississippi 
Children’s Home Society for 
Jackson’s CARES School, 
which provides educational 
and psychosocial services to 
children with severe emotional 
and behavioral challenges. This 
is part of a $50,000 commitment.

– $5,000 to Andrew Jackson 
Council of Boy Scouts to 
implement programming 

designed to encourage healthy 
food choices. It is part of a total 
$25,000 commitment from 
Entergy.

– $5,000 to the Craftsmen’s 
Guild of Mississippi, Inc., to 
spur increased new membership 
opportunities for minority and 
young craft artists.

-–$3,000 to Theatre Plus, Inc. 
in Port Gibson to further improve 
the organization’s community 
performance facility.

– $2,500 to Ballet Mississippi, 
Inc. to help provide access 
to performing arts and 
educational materials for local 
schoolchildren.

- $2,500 to Girl Scouts of 
Greater Mississippi to support 
the leadership experience for 
Jackson-area youth participants.

– $2,500 to Operation 
Shoestring for Project Rise 
afterschool and summer 
program, helping Jackson-area 
at-risk kindergartners through 
eighth-graders rise to their 
potential.

– $1,500 to Christian Volunteer 
Service, Inc. for emergency 
service to elderly, handicapped, 
homeless or abused Port Gibson 
residents.

– $2,000 to the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of Central 

Mississippi for Project LEARN, 
a comprehensive strategy 
consisting of programs that 
reinforce and enhance the skills 
and knowledge youth learn at 
school.

– $1,000 each to The 
Salvation Army in Greenville 
and Greenwood to further social 
and human services programs.

“Entergy employees 
power life by keeping the 
electricity flowing and by 
improving local communities 
through volunteerism and 
other contributions,” said 
Haley Fisackerly, Entergy 
Mississippi, Inc. president and 
CEO. “Shareholder dollars 
made available through the 
Entergy Charitable Foundation 
strengthen our communities by 
supporting education, breaking 
the cycle of poverty and 
improving the environment.”

Entergy Mississippi, 
Inc. provides electricity 
to approximately 442,000 
customers in 45 counties. It 
is a subsidiary of Entergy 
Corporation. Entergy 
Corporation is an integrated 
energy company engaged 
primarily in electric power 
production and retail distribution 
operations.

At a special meeting of the 
board of commissioners for 
the Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authority last month, the board 
voted to enter into an option-to-
lease agreement with Freedom 
Real Estate, LLC, a Mississippi 
limited liability company.

The option gives Freedom up 
to 270 days to decide whether to 

lease up to 130 acres of property 
owned by the JMAA.

Freedom Real Estate, LLC 
approached JMAA and ultimately 
submitted an unsolicited proposal 
for an opportunity for the airport, 
the city of Flowood and Rankin 
County. The proposed commercial 
and retail development project 
also includes, but is not limited 
to, clothing and apparel, sporting 

goods, restaurants, jewelry, 
household goods, and banks.  The 
project site is bound by Lakeland 
Drive on the north and Airport 
Road to the west, excluding the 
Parkway Shopping Center.

The proposed project includes 
financing components that are 
time sensitive and necessitated an 
expedited evaluation and decision 
by the Board of Commissioners 

for JMAA to move forward with 
the option to lease agreement. 

Manager and principal owner, 
Ron Harvey Jr. is a graduate of 
Jackson State University and 
the Mississippi State University 
School of Engineering.

JMAA is not selling but only 
leasing the land to Freedom 
Real Estate. Since the project is 
not that of the JMAA but rather 

is that of Freedom Realty, the 
developer will assume all risks of 
the development.

To date, appraisers have not 
yet been identified or hired in 
that Freedom Realty presently 
has only an option to lease the 
property. Freedom Real Estate 
has not decided to exercise that 
option. If and when Freedom 
decides to exercise that option, 

JMAA will hire appraisers to 
determine the fair market value 
of the property for lease.

All phases of the project, 
including the so-called 
“assessment phase” will be 
financed by Freedom Real Estate, 
LLC. It is Freedom’s Project. 
The Jackson Municipal Airport 
Authority will essentially be 
Freedom’s landlord. 

Entergy Charitable Foundation awards 
$156,000 in grants to Mississippi nonprofits
February 1 is the deadline for 2016 applicants

JMAA announces land development initiative with Freedom Real Estate
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 The Links plan Mardi Gras 
Ball at Country Club
The LeFleurr’s Bluff Chapter of The Links Inc., will 
hold its Mardi Gras Ball at 7 p.m. Jan. 30, at the 
Country Club of Jackson. 

Tickets are $75.
For more information visit www.lefleursbluff.com or 

email lefleursblufflinks@gmail.com.

Apply now for Youth 
Waterfowl Hunt

The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks is now accepting applications for the 
Special Youth Waterfowl Hunt on Trim Cane Wildlife 
Management Area.

The special youth hunt will be held Feb. 6. The 
WMA is an 891-acre property located in Oktibbeha 
County, approximately four miles north of Starkville 

off of Highway 389. The area has been developed 
primarily for waterfowl hunting and offers an excellent 
opportunity for youth waterfowl hunters. Trim Cane 
is easily accessible and is a prime area to introduce 
youth to waterfowl hunting.

Youth hunters must be 15 years old or younger to 
apply for the waterfowl hunt. Applicants must apply 
online at www.mdwfp.com/draws before Jan. 15. 
Drawn hunters will be allowed to invite two guests that 
are 15 years old or younger on his or her permitted hunt. 
Each permitted youth hunter must be accompanied by 
one licensed, or exempt, non-hunting adult at least 21 
years of age.

For more information regarding wildlife management 
areas in Mississippi, visit our website at www.mdwfp.
com/wma or call us at (601) 432-2199. Follow us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/mdwfp or on Twitter 
at www.twitter.com/MDWFPonline.

Special event buses to don 
“Jackson Metro” name 

The city of Jackson, Department of Planning and 

Development, Transit Services Division announced 
Tuesday that “Jackson Metro” is the winning name 
of the Name the Bus contest. The new name will be 
wrapped on buses used for special events in the city.

The name was selected from a list of 14 preliminary 
options provided on a public survey. “Jackson Metro” 
received the most votes as the first choice of the re-
spondents.

“The name, ‘Jackson Metro,’ aligns with the direction 
we hope to take JATRAN,” said Eric Jefferson, director 
of the Department of Planning and Development. “We 
eventually would like to expand our transit services into 
neighboring areas.”

A new logo will be designed for the special event 
buses, which will be unveiled at a later date.

Tiny Titans exhibit hatching
at science museum

Take a rare and exciting look at the life of dinosaurs 
through their eggs, nests, and embryos in the Tiny Ti-
tans: Dinosaur Eggs and Babies exhibit from Jan. 23, 
- May 1, at the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fish-

eries, and Parks’ Museum of Natural Science.
This hands-on exhibition includes more than 50 

authentic dinosaur eggs and nests collected from all 
over the globe.

“A captivating experience for all ages, Tiny Titans: 
Dinosaur Eggs and Babies, invites visitors to touch a 
real dinosaur bone, dig for eggs, experience hands-
on exploration stations, and view animated video 
presentations featuring well-known dinosaur experts,” 
explains Charles Knight, museum director.

Each science-rich section is enhanced with exciting 
life-like models of embryos and hatchlings, colorful 
illustrations of dinosaur family life, and stunning 
photographs of some of the world’s most renowned 
dinosaur hunters and their discoveries. Although 
dinosaur eggs were first identified in the 1920’s, their 
scientific significance was not fully appreciated until 
the end of the 20th century. Today, dinosaur eggs are 
recognized for their enormous scientific value and for 
offering fascinating details and fresh insights into the 
behavior, growth, and history of dinosaurs.

For details, call (601) 576-6000 or visit http://www.
mdwfp.com/museum. 

N E W S  B R I E F S
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Assists at State Capitol

Jacara McAbee (second from left) and Tyresha McAbee (third from 
left) of Jackson recently served as pages for the Mississippi House of 
Representatives. Pages generally run errands for officials and House 
staff. Jacara and Tyresha are pictured with Speaker of the House Philip 
Gunn and Letilia McAbee (far left) who sponsored their visit. Jacara is 
the daughter of Elvin Atlas and Letilia McAbee and attends Murrah High 
School. Tyresha is the daughter of Angela McAbee and attends Wingfield 
High School. When asked about the week, Jacara said, “I am very 
appreciative of the many things I have learned these past six years.”

When asked about the week, Tyresha said, “This is my sixth and final 
year as a page. I have enjoyed working for the House of Representatives.”

Moore assists at State Capitol
Mike Moore Jr. of Jack-

son recently served as a 
page for the Mississippi 
House of Representa-
tives. Pages generally 
run errands for officials 
and House staff. Moore 
is pictured with Speaker 
of the House Philip Gunn. 
Moore is the son of Mike 
and Briaset Moore. When 
asked about the week, 
Moore said, “This is my 
10th year paging for the 
State Capitol. It was a 
great experience.”
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 The Mississippi State 
Department of Health reported 
its first case of influenza (flu) 
confirmed in the Mississippi 
Public Health Laboratory for the 
2015-2016 flu season on Monday. 
The patient is from Northeast 
Mississippi.

“This not only indicates that flu 
has been detected in the state, but 
it also serves as a reminder that it 
is not too late to get your flu shot if 

you haven’t done so already,” said 
MSDH State Epidemiologist Dr. 
Thomas Dobbs.

“The flu shot takes one to two 
weeks to produce immunity, and 
flu season usually peaks in January 
through March in Mississippi.”

Nationwide, an estimated 3,000-
49,000 people die and more than 
200,000 are hospitalized each year 
because of the flu.

While individual flu cases are 
not reported to MSDH, the agency 

monitors flu activity through 
the Influenza-Like Illness (ILI) 
Sentinel Surveillance System, 
made up of healthcare providers 
in Mississippi who report the 
percentage of patients with flu-like 
symptoms to a statewide database.

Healthcare providers 
participating in the system also 
submit respiratory samples for 
flu testing to the MSDH Public 
Health Laboratory. MSDH uses 
this information to determine 

the presence and spread of flu 
throughout the state. 

Seasonal flu vaccination is 
recommended for anyone age 
six months and older. Those 
particularly at risk for influenza 
complications include young 
children, adults 50 and older, 
pregnant women, and those with 
chronic illnesses. However even 
young and otherwise healthy 
people can have complications and 
die from the flu.

For adults, the different types of 
vaccinations available at county 
health departments this year are as 
follows:

• Seasonal flu vaccination for 
$30;

• Flu nasal mist for $35; and 
• High-dose flu vaccination for 

those 65 and older for $55
Those 18 and under who are 

eligible for the Vaccines for 
Children program or the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 

can receive the vaccination for 
$10. Insurance is accepted for 
children’s flu shots. The MSDH 
accepts Medicaid, Medicare, 
CHIP and the State and School 
Employees’ Health Insurance Plan 
(AHS) for adults.

To locate a county health 
department clinic in your area 
or for more information on flu 
and pneumonia, visit the MSDH 
website at www.HealthyMS.com/
flu.

Sanderson Farms donation sets record
The Sanderson Farms Cham-

pionship, Mississippi’s only 
PGA TOUR event, once again 
came through for Mississippi’s 
only children’s hospital, raising 
a record $1.109 million dollars 
from the 2015 tournament, de-
spite heavy rains and adverse 
conditions. 

At a press conference Tues-
day tournament host Cen-
tury Club Charities presented 
a check for the proceeds to 
Friends of Children’s Hospital, 
the private fundraising organi-
zation dedicated to supporting 
Batson Children’s Hospital.

Since tournament host Cen-
tury Club Charities announced 
Sanderson Farms as the tour-
nament’s title sponsor in 2013, 
more than $2.7 has been donat-
ed to support Mississippi’s only 
children’s hospital.

The amount raised during the 
2015 tournament, which saw 
Saturday play cancelled caus-
ing the final round to be played 
on Monday, topped the 2014 
tournament proceeds of $1.102 
million. In 2013, the first year 
of Sanderson Farms’ sponsor-
ship, more than $500,000 was 

raised.
This year’s gift is earmarked 

for improvements to UMMC’s 
neonatal intensive care unit.

Century Club Charities 
President Peter Marks said this 
year’s gift is part of the tourna-
ment’s tradition as well as its 
future.

“Since 1994, Century Club 
Charities has worked diligently 
to promote the game of golf for 
the benefit of Mississippi chari-
ties,” Marks said. “We believe 
in the future of our state’s chil-
dren and feel there is no better 
way to invest in them than by 

investing in their health.”
Joe F. Sanderson Jr., CEO 

and board chairman of tourna-
ment sponsor Sanderson Farms, 
sees the tournament’s seven-
figure donation as part of being 
a good corporate citizen.

“The charitable focus of this 
event is the main reason we be-
came involved with the PGA 
TOUR as title sponsor of the 
Sanderson Farms Champion-
ship,” Sanderson said. “It’s a 
corporate responsibility to give 
back to others in the communi-
ties where we live, and being 
able to make a contribution of 

this magnitude benefiting an 
outstanding facility such as 
Batson Children’s Hospital is 
tremendous.”

Sanderson Farms announced 
in November its pledge to spon-
sor the tournament 10 more 
years, beginning with the 2016 
tournament set for Oct. 24-30 at 
the Country Club of Jackson.

“We believe that it is impor-
tant, particularly for the chari-
ties and for (Batson) Children’s 
Hospital, to know that we’re 
going to be here for that period 
of time,” Sanderson said, “and 
for the Jackson metro area and 

the state of Mississippi to know 
that they can depend on us.”

Sara Ray, board chairman of 
Friends of Children’s Hospital, 
said Century Club Charities and 
the Sanderson Farms Cham-
pionship have consistently 
reached beyond expectations. 
“Their long-term commitment 
to improving the lives of the 
children treated at Mississip-
pi’s only children’s hospital is 
beyond what we had dared let 
ourselves believe possible. This 
substantial funding will help 
Friends continue our mission 
of meeting the extraordinary 
needs of the pediatric patients.”

Dr. LouAnn Woodward, 
UMMC vice chancellor for 
health affairs and dean of the 
School of Medicine, called the 
donation “an incredible gift to 
the children of Mississippi,” in 
particular the state’s smallest 
babies who grow to health in 
the NICU.

“Century Club Charities, 
Sanderson Farms and Friends 
of Children’s Hospital have 
proven yet again their commit-
ment to the health of Missis-
sippi’s children with this dona-
tion,” she said. “The Sanderson 

Farms Championship is more 
than a golf tournament. It is an 
investment in the future of this 
state, our children and health 
care for our youngest citizens. 
We are deeply thankful to Sand-
erson Farms and Joe Sanderson 
Jr. for their dedication to excel-
lence in health care.”

Dr. Renate Savich, professor 
of pediatrics and chief of the 
Division of Newborn Medicine 
at UMMC, knows firsthand the 
impact this donation will have 
on the state’s smallest and most 
vulnerable patients.

“Our NICU takes care of al-
most 1,000 tiny and very sick 
babies each year, and it is only 
with the help of the community 
and people like Century Club 
Charities, Sanderson Farms 
family and Friends of Chil-
dren’s Hospital that we are able 
to have the latest equipment at 
UMMC so we can do what we 
need to do to save lives and heal 
these babies.”

Focusing this year’s giving 
toward the NICU comes as the 
state’s medical leaders are col-
laborating to reduce the number 
of low birth-weight babies in 
the state.

Health officials confirm first flu case of 2015-2016 season

 

Parade begins at 10 a.m. 
Freedom Corner

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Celebration 
Parade will take place at 10 a.m. Jan. 16 at 
Freedom Corner (Martin Luther King Jr. Drive and 
Medgar Evers Boulevard ) in Jackson.

The annual parade features bands, performers 
and local celebrities. Participants must RSVP and 
line up at Brinkley Middle School (3535 Albermarle 
Road) by 8:30 a.m.

For more information call (601) 960-1090.

Cade Chapel plans annual 
concert honoring King

The Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist Church 
Voices of Love will present its annual choir concert 
– Every Church, Every People United:  A Kings’ 
Dream – at 3 p.m. Jan. 17, at the church, 1004 West 
Ridgeway St. in Jackson.

The free, annual event features an 
interdenominational interracial mass choir made up 
of people from all over the metropolitan area and 
central Mississippi.

The public is invited to participate in the event. 
The rehearsals will be held at Cade Chapel on at 2 
p.m. Jan. 9, at 6 p.m. Jan. 15, and at 2 p.m. Jan. 16.  
Along with Voices of Love directors Rickey Thigpen 
and Pat Kessee, guest directors will include local 
musical leaders such as Benjamin Cone III, Hugh 
Davis, Jan Taylor Ellis, Stephen Johnson, Dorcus 
Thigpen, and Harvey Williams Jr.

“Historically, this celebration concert has had over 
125 talented musicians join together to remember, 
honor and rededicate themselves to Martin’s Dream 
of Unity and Love,” said Lynnita Watson Balu, event 
chairperson. For more information, contact Lynnita 
Watson Balu at (601) 573-1099 or the church office 
at (601) 366-KIND (5463).

Foundation plans 
scholarship breakfast

The Omicron Rho Lambda Educational 
Foundation will host its 27th Annual Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Scholarship Fundraiser Breakfast at 8:30 
a.m. Jan. 18, at the Vicksburg Convention Center 
in Vicksburg.

The cost is $20 and can be reserved.
For more information contact Edward Huell Jr. at 

(601) 630-0142, William Harris at (601) 415-4054 

or Dr. John Walls Jr. at (601) 634-6349 or email 
oplambda@gmail.com

Hendrix gears up for day
of  service 

Councilman Tyrone Hendrix is gearing up for 
a special cleanup project in observance of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, the First Annual South Jackson 
Day of Service.

The community cleanup will begin at 8:30 a.m. 
Jan. 18, when voluteers meet at Candlestick Market 
Plaza located at 810 Cooper Road in Jackson.

Volunteers will assist with painting and improving 
parks, light debris and brush removal and litter 
pickup. Student participation is encouraged and will 
represent volunteer service hours.

To volunteer for those event call Hendrix’s office 
at (601) 960-1089 or email thendrix@jacksonms.
gov today.

Panelists to discuss 
‘I Have A Dream’ speech

The James Meredith Community Enrichment 
Foundation will present its Martin Luther King Jr. 
January Month Birthday Celebration from 6-9 p.m. 
Jan. 16 at the foundation’s center, 217 N. Griffith St. 
in Jackson. 

The event not only celebrates King’s birthday but 
all birthdays for the month. Panelists will be Addie 
Green, Eldridge Henderson, and Sister Maati. They 
will discuss the impact of the full “I Have A Dream 
Speech” over time.The cost is $5.

An adult BYOB lounge session will follow the 
discussion from 9 p.m. until. Light hors d’oeuvres, 
birthday cake, music and Chicago stepping’ are set 
for the event. For more information, call (601) 918-
2133.

JPS sets deadline for MLK 
contests

The deadline for students to submit entries for 
the Jackson Public Schools 2016 Martin Luther 
King Jr. contests is 4 p.m. Jan. 21.

Submit entries for art, essay, oratorical, and 
poetry contests to the Office of Advanced Academic 
Programs, 630 South State St., Jackson, MS 39201.

The theme for the 2016 Martin Luther King Jr. 
contests is “Only Light, Only Love.” The annual 

contests give students opportunities to express 
their thoughts, feelings, and experiences by cre-
ating works reflective Dr. King and/or someone in 
their lives who exemplify King’s ideals.

Visit the MLK contest page on the JPS website at 
www.jackson.k12.ms.us/ to download guide-
lines and a teacher resource guide.

VA Medical Center 
program slated

A Martin Luther King Jr. 2016 Cele-
bration program is set for 11 a.m. to noon 
Jan. 15 in Montgomery Hall at the G.V. 
Sonny Montgomery VA Medical Center.

The theme of the program is “What Are 
You Doing For Others?”

The Rev. Michael Harris, chief of chap-
laincy services, will be the guest speaker.

Habitat for Humanity,  
plans day of  service
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi 
Capital Area and the following MLK 
Day sponsors: Atmos, LeFleur’s 
Bluff (MS) Chapter of The Links, 
Incorporated, and Butler Snow/
Mississippi College School of Law 
will hold a  2016 Martin Luther 
King Day of Service from 7:45 
a.m. – 4:30 p.m., Jan. 18 at  Kevin 
Garnett Court in Jackson.

When Hurricane Katrina dev-
astated the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
10 years ago, the Oprah’s Angel 
Network and NBA basketball 
player Kevin Garnett sponsored 
the construction of 10 HFHMCA 
homes in mid-city Jackson (the 
street was later re-named Kevin 
Garnett Court) for evacuees 
wanting to become HFHMCA  
homeowners.

Now, a decade later, some of 
the homeowners’ circumstances 
have changed and three of the 
houses need to be rehabbed so 
that new, first-time home buyers 
can experience ownership of a 
safe, decent affordable home.

M L K  E V E N T S

Century Club Charities presents a check for $1.109 million from the Sanderson Farms Championship to 
Batson Children’s Hospital.
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Keep Jackson Beautiful held 
a planting day at Poindexter 
Elementary School Dec. 11, 2015.

The project was funded by a 
$5,000 Lowe’s grant awarded to 
Keep Jackson Beautiful to build 
an outdoor classroom and garden 
at Poindexter. The grant included 
volunteers from Lowe’s Heroes to 
provide assistance.

The volunteers built raised beds for 
pear, plum and apple trees. Students 
planted herbs, several lettuces, 

strawberries, onions, artichokes, 
and blueberries. The garden also has 
pollinator beds to attract bees and 
butterflies.

“The vegetable garden the students 
planted will be a perfect correlation 
between their Life Science and Earth 
Science instructional units,” said 
Poindexter Elementary Principal  
Antrice Smith. 

Keep Jackson Beautiful will 
complete the grant project by adding 
an outdoor stage and a weather 
station.

Students at Cardozo Middle 
School got a new lesson in the 
ABCs on Friday – the ABCs 
of dealing with and combatting 
bullying.

The message came from a 
member of the world-famous 
Harlem Globetrotters, Julian 
“Zeus” McClurkin, who shared 
his own story of being bullied 
when he was a youngster.

McClurkin’s stop at Cardozo 
precedes the Globetrotters’ 
appearance at the Mississippi 
Coliseum in Jackson Jan. 15, 
when they will perform their 
historic theatrical basketball 
moves during the team’s 90th 
year of touring.

The ABCs of bullying 
are action, bravery and 

compassion, McClurkin said. 
He and Globetrotters are telling 
schoolchildren across the 
country that they don’t have to 
suffer in silence at the hands of 
bullies.

The basketball franchise has 
partnered with the National 
Campaign to Stop Violence to 
teach children techniques to 
use to stop bullying. The team 
travels to about 260 cities and 
performs about 330 games a 
year.

“Bullying is the No. 1 problem 
in schools today,” McClurkin 
said. The problem, he said, is 
compounded by social media 
where people can say anything, 
any mean thing about someone 
with no filters.

“We tell kids to tell a teacher, 
walk away from a situation if 

they are being bullied, and make 
a person who has been bullied 
a friend for a day, that’s the 
compassion part.”

Cardozo Principal Eliza Lee 
said McClurkin’s talk resonated 
with her students. “They could 
identify with what he said 
because he was bullied as a 
child,” Lee said. McClurkin also 
kept the children’s attention 
by showing off some of 
Globetrotters’ moves during 
his interactive presentation, she 
said.

McClurkin’s message got 
through to 11-year-old Chloe 
Milton, a Cardozo sixth-grader. 
“He told us how to use the ABCs 
– take action, be brave enough to 
tell a teacher or other adult, and 
show compassion for others who 
are bullied,” Chloe said.

McClurkin, who said he was 
small before a growth spurt 
in 10th grade when he grew 
5 inches in one year, said his 
bullying situation was made 
worse by the fact that his bully 
was a girl. “There was a girl in 
music class and every day she 
would throw drum sticks at me,” 
he said, adding that he couldn’t 
retaliate because he was taught 
not to hit girls. He later learned 
the girl just liked him and didn’t 
know how to show it.

But he says bullying can be 
much more serious than that for 
many kids today.

“It’s a whole different type of 
beast today. Social media has 
amplified things to a different 
level,” he said. “But because 
of it we are able to talk to kids 
on their level. We know their 

language. Being brave now 
also includes not commenting 
on a negative Facebook or 
Instagram post in addition to 
walking away from face to face 
confrontations.”

There have been numerous 
reports in recent years of young 
people committing suicide or 
committing violence against 
others because of things posted 
on social media. Still, McClurkin 
says he believes the message 
they are trying to impart is 
getting through to some kids.

“Unfortunately, we can’t 
change the world,” said 
McClurkin. But there are small 
victories, added the 29-year-
old, who is also a minister in his 
hometown of Columbus, Ohio. 
“A young person will send a 
message or call and say, ‘I used 

your techniques and instructions 
and it worked. I’m not being 
bullied anymore,’” he said.

McClurkin played college 
ball at North Carolina A&T 
University. He got the nickname 
Zeus because when he dunked 
his teammates said it sounded 
like thunder. He is listed in 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records for the most slam dunks 
in a minute – 15. To give an 
idea of how challenging that is, 
he could only dunk one ball at 
a time and was required to run 
back across the free throw line 
before each attempt.

For more information about 
Friday’s show and ticket prices, 
go to harlemglobetrotters.com.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 454-0372.

Dr. Shimelle Thomas-Mayers, prin-
cipal of Rowan Middle School, was 
recognized as the Amos Wright Admin-
istrator of the Year by Ward 3 Council-
man Kenneth Stokes and the Jackson 
City Council at the council’s regular 
meeting Dec. 1, 2015.

Thomas-Mayers, a native of Shreve-
port, La., started her JPS career at Chas-
tain Middle School where she taught 
sixth and eighth grade honors science. 
In 2007, Thomas-Mayers joined the 
administrative team of Bailey Magnet 
High School as the assistant principal. 
She provided professional development 
to teachers and implemented many best 
educational and science practices for 
the Health Related Professions Magnet 
Program at the school. In 2012, she was 
appointed principal of Rowan Middle 
School.

Under her leadership, the school has 
been recognized for outstanding pro-
grams leading to student achievement. 
In 2015, the school received the Missis-
sippi Association of Partners in Educa-
tion Governor’s Award for its partner-
ship with the LeFleur’s Bluff Chapter 

of the Links, Inc. In the same year, the 
school’s Technology Student Associa-
tion advanced to the national champi-
onships for the second consecutive year, 
after qualifying wins at regional and 
state events.

The award is named for JPS teaching 
veteran Amos Wright. In his 23-year 
tenure with Jackson Public Schools, 
Wright served the district as deputy su-

perintendent, assistant superintendent 
for programs, curriculum and staff de-
velopment, and director of project title 
III. Wright also established the first kin-
dergarten class in JPS and was the first 
African-American administrator in the 
district. He was also the first African 
American to be named to the board of 
directors for the Mississippi Authority 
for Educational Television.

Globetrotters’ McClurkin talks bullying

Stokes honors Rowan principal 
with administrator of year award

Cardozo Middle School principal Eliza Lee and sixth-grader Chloe Milton, 
11, met with Harlem Globetrotter Zeus McClurkin Friday at the school.

Participating in the presentation of the Amos Wright Administrator of the Year award 
were (from left) Susan Sparkman, Rowan; Jackson Ward 3 Councilman Kenneth Stokes; 
honoree, Shimelle Thomas-Mayers; Sandra Jackson, Rowan; JPS Chief Academic Officer 
Chinelo Evans; and Ethel Manning, City of Jackson.

The students at Poindexter will learn about food and science as they watch the gar-
den grow.

Julian “Zeus” McClurkin Julian “Zeus” McClurkin gets ready to play ball with Cardozo Middle School students. 

Citing safety concerns, Mis-
sissippi State is expected to ap-
prove a university policy change 
this month to prevent the use of 
hoverboards inside all campus 
buildings. The prohibition of 
hoverboards in residence halls is 
effective immediately.

Mississippi State’s executive 
council will meet Jan. 25, to 
consider the measure.

MSU is joining SEC schools 
Louisiana State University and 
the University of Alabama in 
the ban, along with many others 
across the nation such as George 
Washington and American uni-
versities and the University of 

Connecticut.
No injuries on campus have 

been reported in relation to 
the self-balancing, motorized 
boards which are a fire hazard. 
However, MSU Vice President 
for Student Affairs Regina Hy-
att said the university hopes to 
avert any potential safety risk.

“Numerous reports associating 
fires with hoverboards have 
been seen around the country, 
and we want to take appropriate 
precautions to make certain our 
students and community are 
safe,” Hyatt said.

“With a recommendation 
from our local fire marshal, 
hoverboards have been added to 

the list of prohibited items in our 
residence halls.”

The U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission is currently 
examining why some hover-
boards are catching fire while 
being charged and during use.

“These devices can burst into 
flame,” said MSU Police Chief 
Vance Rice. “We don’t want to 
risk the students’ safety or that 
of the entire campus commu-
nity.”

While the devices were 
among the hottest holiday gifts 
for 2015, Hyatt said, “Students 
with hoverboards who live in 
campus housing should leave 
them at home.”

Mississippi State considers 
hoverboard ban in buildings

New garden at Poindexter 
extends classroom outdoors
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The annual Education Week 
Quality Counts report gave 
Mississippi a “D” in K-12 
education, though the average 
grades for two of the three key 
performance indicators increased 
slightly over 2015. The overall 
grade for chance of success 
increased from D+ to C-, and 
K-12 achievement increased from 
F to D-. The grade for school 
finance remained the same at D+. 
The country’s overall average 
grade is C.

The 2016 annual State of the 
States report ranks states on a range 
of indicators and awards letter 
grades for states and the nation. 
The K-12 Achievement index 
incorporates achievement levels 
and gains in math and reading 
on the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress, high school 
graduation rates and performance 
on advanced placement exams.

Though student achievement 
levels remain low in Mississippi, 
Quality Counts ranks the state 
among the top 10 in the nation for 
NAEP gains in fourth-grade math 
(No. 4) and reading (No. 7) and in 
eighth grade math (No. 7).These 
gains reflect a sustained upward 
trend from 2003 to 2015.

The Quality Counts report ranks 
Mississippi 15th in the nation for 
the combined proficiency rate 
growth on NAEP.

“This national report 
demonstrates that we are moving 
in the right direction for improving 
academic achievement, but we 
still have more work to do,” 
said Dr. Carey Wright, state 

superintendent of education. “We 
will continue to hold all students 
to high academic standards so that 
they are fully prepared for college 
and careers. We are committed to 
improving opportunities for every 
student in Mississippi.”

Mississippi showed a 
significant increase in fourth-
grade math and reading on 
the 2015 NAEP, bucking the 
national trend of flat or declining 
performance. Compared to 2013 
scores, Mississippi was the 
only state that had a significant 
increase in fourth-grade math, 
was one of 13 states that had a 
significant increase in fourth-
grade reading, and is the only state 
in that nation that saw significant 
increases in both subjects for 
fourth grade. Overall, fourth-
grade math proficiency rates rose 
from 26 to 30 percent, and reading 
proficiency increased from 21 to 
26 percent.

NAEP reading and math scores 
for Mississippi eighth graders 
also defied national trends. 
While national proficiency rates 
declined in 2015, proficiency 
levels for eighth-grade reading 
in Mississippi remained flat at 20 

percent and math increased from 
21 to 22 percent.

“Mississippi’s NAEP scores 
provide clear evidence that the 
Mississippi College and Career 
Ready Standards are helping 
students achieve better academic 
outcomes,” Wright said. “These 
gains are the most significant 
at the elementary level, where 
students had the benefit of 
receiving instruction based on 
these higher standards since the 
first grade.”

The Quality Counts report 
gave Mississippi high marks 
for its levels of preschool and 
kindergarten enrollment and 
for narrowing the fourth-grade 
reading achievement gap for 
students in poverty and their 
more affluent peers. Mississippi is 
closing this gap at seven times the 
rate of the national average.

the urgent need to increase 
student access to AP courses.

The school finance index places 
Mississippi in the top quartile for 
equity in education spending and 
K-12 spending as a percent of 
state spending, though it ranks 
Mississippi No. 38 in the nation 
for per-pupil expenditures.

VICKSBURG – The college-
level and high school programs 
at Hinds Community College’s 
Vicksburg-Warren Campus 
start the spring 2016 semester 
with new leadership.

Teressa Fulgham McCarty 
begins the semester as assis-
tant dean for secondary educa-
tion. She arrives at Hinds from 
Vicksburg Junior High School, 
where she was assistant princi-
pal.

“As assistant dean, she is 
responsible for daily opera-
tions of secondary programs. 
She will collaborate with the 
Vicksburg Warren School Dis-
trict to ensure that each student 
receives a high quality educa-
tional experience. McCarty will 
also complete special projects 
for the Vicksburg-Warren cam-
pus as assigned,” said Vicks-
burg-Warren Campus Dean 
Marvin Moak.

lmira Ratliff is the new as-
sistant dean for post-secondary 
education. She arrives at Hinds 
from the Mississippi Commu-
nity College Board as a curricu-
lum specialist.

In her role, Ratliff oversees 
college-level programs and 
courses taught at the campus. 
Her responsibilities include fac-
ulty recruitment, supervision 
and evaluation, maintenance 
of academic standards and pro-
gram review and evaluation, 
among other procedural duties.

“We are thrilled to have Dr. El-
mira Ratliff as part of the Hinds 
Community College team,” 
Moak said. “I’m sure it will not 
be long before the students and 
faculty are able to tap into her 
knowledge and experience.”

In the secondary programs, 
high school students can get 
ahead through dual enrollment 
or dual credit courses by en-
rolling in Hinds Community 
College courses while still in 
high school. A dozen career 
programs are available, includ-
ing Ag and natural resources, 

automotive technology, career 
pathways experience, carpen-
try, early childhood education, 
culinary arts, health sciences, 
machine tool, masonry, mar-
keting management, simula-
tion and animation design and 
welding.

“It is our goal at Hinds to 
support students in being col-
lege and career ready. We have 
students that are excited to be-
gin their chosen career fields,” 
McCarty said. “The career and 
technical education center is a 
great place to learn from our 
experts in those fields. As such, 
our phenomenal staff of teach-
ers are passionate and dedicated 
to educating our students about 
these areas of study.”

Ratliff’s experience extends 
to the classroom, having taught 
English and related courses on 
the high school and college lev-
els.

“I hope to increase the enroll-
ment at the Vicksburg Campus 
by recruiting students and re-
taining them until they com-
plete an academic or technical 
program,” Ratliff said. “Also, 
I hope to further advance the 
programs and initiatives that 
are being implemented at Hinds 
Community College and above 
all, ensure that all students have 
a wonderful experience after 
they join the ‘community’ at 
Hinds Community College.”

McCarty holds a master’s 
degree in teaching arts and a 

specialist’s degree in educa-
tional leadership from Missis-
sippi College and a bachelor’s 
degree in mass communication 
from Tougaloo College. She is 
pursuing her doctorate at MC, 
in educational leadership-cur-
riculum and instruction.

She is active in Tougaloo’s 
national and Jackson-area 
alumni associations, as well 
as the Rho Lambda Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorority, doing community ser-
vice in each.

Ratliff holds a master’s de-
gree in English from Mississip-
pi College and a Ph.D in curric-
ulum and instruction from the 
University of Mississippi. Her 
bachelor’s is in English, from 
Alcorn State University.

Her experience in teaching 
high school English and re-
lated courses includes stops in 
Claiborne and Carroll county 
school systems. She’s also 
taught courses in composition 
and education at Holmes Com-
munity College, ITT Technical 
Institute, Alcorn State and Ole 
Miss. Also, Ratliff was profes-
sional development trainer for 
eight years for the Mississippi 
Association of Educators. Her 
sorority and alumni member-
ships include the Vicksburg 
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sig-
ma Theta Sorority Inc. and the 
Montgomery-Carroll-Grenada 
County Alumni Chapter of Al-
corn State University.

Production enterprise Voices 
in America visited Jackson 
State University on Thursday 
to film a short-form documen-
tary about the state’s premier 
urban institution, documenting 
educational excellence, student 
and faculty achievement and 
state-of-the art technology.

The four-minute presenta-
tion will air nationally later this 
spring in numerous markets on 
public television stations.

Voices aims to “effectively 
educate and communicate the 
most crucial stories to wide 
audiences through public tele-
vision distribution.” With its 
team of writers, videographers 
and editors, the organization 
produces stories that feature 
topics and personalities “to 
educate the viewing audience 
on the latest topics and trends 
impacting America.”

During filming, President 
Carolyn W. Meyers discussed 
the significance of diversity 
and the growth of the 
institution. She also expressed 
the importance of providing 
cutting-edge technology to 
help students excel as 21st 
century leaders and equipping 
professors with necessary tools 
to effectively carry out their 
roles as instructors.

Anthony L. Holloman, vice 
president for Institutional Ad-
vancement, said, “This is a 
great opportunity to showcase 
Jackson State University. We 
were the only HBCU selected 
to be featured through this na-
tional venue. The documentary 
will demonstrate why more 

and more people are choosing 
the JSU experience.”

The presentation will show-
case students, including ath-
letes, receiving instructions 
from faculty as well as com-
mentary from expert class-
room lecturers. It will feature 
Robert Blaine, dean of Under-
graduate Studies and Cyber-

Learning and Candis Pizzetta, 
associate professor in the de-
partment of English and direc-
tor of the Center for University 
Scholars.

The spotlight also will in-
clude two JSU alums: newly 
installed Greenville Mayor 
Errick Simmons and his twin 
brother, state Sen. Derrick.

Two deans named at Hinds 
Vicksburg-Warren campus

Voices in America will film 
JSU short documentary
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State receives “D” in annual 
Quality Counts National report

McCarty Ratliff JSU President Carolyn W. Meyers discusses the importance of 
diversity and preparing students to become 21st century leaders. 
PHOTOS BY SPENCER MCCLENTY/JSU

JSU alum Errick Simmons shares how the university impacted his 
life as a student and present experiences as a politician.
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I want to share with you a 
dramatic little story from the 
gospel as recorded by Saint 
Luke. It is a story of a man who 
by all standards of measurement 
would be considered a highly 
successful man. And yet Jesus 
called him a fool.

If you will read that parable, 
you will discover that the 
central character in the drama 
is a certain rich man. This man 
was so rich that his farm yielded 
tremendous crops. In fact, the 
crops were so great that he didn’t 
know what to do. It occurred 
to him that he had only one 
alternative and that was to build 
some new and bigger barns so 
he could store all of his crops. 
And then as he thought about 
this, he said, “Then I’m going 
to do something after I build my 
new and bigger barn.” He said, 
“I’m going to store my goods 
and my fruit there, and I’m 
going to say to my soul, ‘Soul, 

thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years. Take thine ease, 
eat, drink, and be merry.’”

That brother thought that was 
the end of life. But the parable 
doesn’t end with that man 
making his statement. It ends 
by saying that God said to him, 
“Thou fool. Not next year, not 
next week, not tomorrow, but 
this night, thy soul is required 
of thee.” And so it was at the 
height of his prosperity, he died.

Look at that parable. Think 
about it. Think of this man: If 

he lived in Chicago today, he 
would be considered “a big 
shot.” And he would abound 
with all of the social prestige 
and all of the community influ-
ence that could be afforded. 
Most people would look up to 
him because he would have that 
something called money. And 
yet, a Galilean peasant had the 
audacity to call that man a fool. 

I’d like for you to look at this 
parable with me and try to deci-
pher the real reason that Jesus 
called this man a fool. No. 1, 
Jesus called this man a fool be-
cause he allowed the means by 
which he lived to outdistance the 
ends for which he lived. You see, 
each of us lives in two realms, 
the within and the without.

Now the within of our 
lives is that realm of 
spiritual ends expressed in 
art, literature, religion, and 
morality. The without of 
our lives is that complex of 
devices, of mechanisms and 
instrumentalities by means of 
which we live. The house we live 

in - that’s a part of the means by 
which we live. The car we drive, 
the clothes we wear, the money 
that we are able to accumulate – 
in short, the physical stuff that’s 
necessary for us to exist.

Now the problem is that we 
must always keep a line of 
demarcation between the two. 
This man was a fool because he 
didn’t do that.

Throughout the passage King 
shows his brilliance as an orator. 
Speaking with a booming voice 
that rivets the attention of the 
parishioners, he dynamically 
retells the Biblical parable and 
with a cautious tone urges the 
audience to be wary of earthly 
temptation.

Note: “Why Jesus Called 
A Man A Fool” was a sermon 
delivered by Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. at Mount Pisgah 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Chicago, Ill., on Aug. 27, 1967. 
This short section of the sermon 
presents the parable of the rich 
fool as recorded in the New 
Testament.

One of God’s 
greatest gifts 
was given to the 
world on Jan. 
15, 1929. That is 
the date that God 
gave us Martin 

Luther King Jr. We know him 
as a man of character whose 
Christian walk preceded him. 
This great man, who bore the 
burdens of so many injustices 
for so many people, constantly 
spoke of peace, unity and love.

On Jan. 18, 2016, we 
celebrate “The King.” Known 
to so many of us as a pastor, 
husband, father, leader, and 
Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
Martin Luther King Jr. lived 
a life filled with numerous 
accomplishments. His life 
ended while he was a mere 
39 years of age, but the words 
and actions that he shared with 
all who heard his voice will 
resonate for a lifetime.

This week I have chosen to 
keep my message brief because 
I want to share as much as I 
can with you regarding King. I 
have chosen to share a sermon 
that King delivered decades 
ago. titled “Why Jesus Called 
A Man A Fool.” This sermon 
may have never been heard by 
many of you, but it is one that 
carries a message that is still 
relative.

Because his words were so 
prophetic, he is considered by 
some to be a true prophet of 
God. It is apparent that this 
man of God will have a lasting 
impact of the world for years 

to come.
It is because of his message 

of peace that MLK Jr. Day 
should be a day of honor, 
reflection, and celebration. 
Unfortunately, many of us 
consider it a day off work with 
no plans to pay tribute to its 
namesake. It is my desire that 
you not ignore the festivities 
and wholeheartedly pay tribute 
to “The King.”

This week, as we share the 
love of King that continues 
to illuminate brightly, please 
remind all that you come 
in contact with that King 
constantly spoke of love. We 
should remember that pure 
love streams directly from our 
heavenly Father. The words 
of the Lord are basic for all 
things and should always be 
celebrated.

Remember the verse that I 
always share with you – Isaiah 
52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are 
the feet of those who bring 
good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Mississippi, 
would like to serve as your 
personal messenger to share 
your news and the news of your 
places of worship and visit.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax (601) 896-0091 
or mail your information to 
The Mississippi Link, 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

Watch Night has come and 
gone, and the new year is 
officially here.

Now that January 2016 has 
arrived, and you’ve reflected 
on some of the things that 
you’d pledged to do last year, 
i.e., you over indulged during 
the holidays, you dropped your 
exercise program; release those 
thoughts and move forward.

So you are saying to yourself, 
“I need to make a resolution to 
get healthy and stick with it.”  
You can do it just by changing 
the way you think. Most 
people associate being healthy 
with weight losses and gains, 
exercising or being immobile, 
or bland and boring foods, but 
they never consider developing 
a wellness plan for their lives.

Make 2016 the year you turn 
your life around. Turning a goal 
into a healthy habit takes time 
– 66 days on average, research 
suggests. Listed below are 
several surprising ways to 
kick off your new health and 
wellness plan.

Put God first. Use the 
scriptures and your spiritual 
connection to help you stay 
on track. Meditate on your 
favorite scriptures to keep you 
motivated. One great scripture 
for motivation is Philippians 
4:13.

Don’t diet. They don’t work. 
Tons of research proves that 
diets just don’t work. Diets 
are a temporary fix and not a 
permanent solution. Adapting 
to healthier food choices can 
assist in dropping pounds 
safely and permanently.

Sleep to stay strong. If 
you’ve ever adopted a to-
heck-with-it mentality when 
you’re exhausted, here’s why: 
Research shows that when 
we’re sleep-deprived or have 
low blood sugar, our willpower 
goes way down. Try to snooze 

for at least seven hours a night 
and have a healthy nibble every 
few hours during the day.

Bet on yourself. To stay 
on track, put something you 
value on the line. People who 
promised to forfeit money if 
they failed to lose weight shed 
14 pounds more than those 
who didn’t have anything at 
stake, according to a study in 
the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. Sign up 
for stickk.com. If you don’t 
succeed, the amount you bet 
will go to a friend or your 
favorite – or least favorite – 
charity. This is a great way to 
help yourself and others.

Look on the bright side. 
Instead of thinking about what 
you’re giving up, reframe your 
mind-set so that you focus 
on the benefits. For instance, 
getting to the gym before work 
will free up the night to have 
fun with friends, or packing 
lunch will help you save money 
to afford a tropical vacation. 
Focusing on what you can gain 
from your efforts energize and 
motivate you to keep going. 
Talk about major motivation in 
addition to the health benefits 
and how great you feel.

These tips can get you started 
on the way to feeling better 
and/or maybe dropping a few 
pounds. Making small changes 
can make a big impact in living 
a healthier lifestyle. One to two 
changes per week can easily be 
adapted into your lifestyle as a 
new permanent healthy habit.

In addition, these tips can 
be used by the entire family, 
shared at the workplace, on 
social media with friends and 
with your church health and 
wellness ministry. 

For more information, 
contact C. Rochelle Culp, Ro-
on-the-Go Health and Wellness 
Consultants at (601) 832-9112.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Exceprt from Sermon by
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
genius.com

“Why Jesus Called a Man A Fool” 

Rev. King – A pastor whose vision lives on 

Stick to your 2016
New Year’s resolutions 

Every January, 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
t h r o u g h o u t 
our nation, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
in Mississippi, 

customarily host prayer 
breakfasts to kick-off the federal 
MLK Jr. holiday. Over the last 
few years, I’ve participated 
in programs to pray or offer 
encouraging words about how 
best to embody King’s vision 
today. 

Several years ago, I was 
blessed to keynote a MLK 
celebration in my hometown 
of Hazlehurst. More recently, 
I was blessed to keynote a 
prayer breakfast in the town 
of Monticello. I was invited 
to join in celebration with the 
Lawrence County branch of the 
NAACP by its branch president, 
the Rev. Dr. Eugene Bryant. 
Bryant graciously requested my 
participation because he felt that 
as a young man I would remind 
the great people of Lawrence 
County that an emerging 
generation of convictional 
leaders will continue the good 
fight.

Throughout the King holiday 
weekend, I remembered how 
I came to have such an affinity 
for King’s life, leadership and 
legacy. One of the things that 

stands out the most to me about 
the civil rights leader is that 
he was more than that. In fact, 
he saw himself primarily as a 
preacher, and it was that sense 
of calling that compelled him 
to apply a theological vision 
to a nation in need of social 
salvation. I lament that too 
many have tried to whitewash 
King’s religious convictions, 
making him into a religion-less 
man suitable for a secular, post-
religion audience.

To be sure, King was always 
gracious to those who were of 
other religions and even those of 
no religion. But until his death, 
King sustained a belief in God, 
a personal God of power and 
hope; a God who makes ways 
out of no ways; a God who 
created a moral universe whose 
arc bends toward justice.

I spoke from that sense of 
King’s legacy while on stage 
in Monticello, connecting 
the dots between spirituality 
and social justice, evangelism 
and activism, religion and 
revolution.

King, just 25 years old 
when he began his pastorate at 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, 
and only 39 when he died in 
Memphis, stood before the 
giants of racism, classism, and 
militarism with a radical belief 
that God was on his side. The 
animated audience was thrilled 
by hearing that connection and, 

I pray, felt God nudging them to 
greater works.

After the prayer breakfast 
in Monticello, I was honored 
to have a cup of coffee with 
the Bryant and another local 
pastor at Ward’s, a local burger 
joint. There, Bryant shared his 
heart. As a much older man, 
he reflected on his years in the 
justice struggle; his call to – and 
run from – ministry, and what it 
means to be a socially conscious 
pastor in rural Mississippi.

He was glad to see a new 
generation emerging, for he is 
looking to us for the next leg 
of the race. How refreshing 
and humbling it was to hear 
an elder talk about younger 
leadership with such enthusiasm 
and criticize his own generation 
of Christians for not being 
visionary enough to make room 
for us. We all lamented the 
struggles of being pastors with 
transformative visions while 
serving people who could care 
less about the future; be we 
also remained hopeful that God 
was doing miraculous things 
throughout churches in our state.

Though some churches are 
dying (and should die), there are 
many others that are either being 
revitalized or being planted. I 
believe that they will provide 
the balanced mission we need. 
Committed to the gospel and 
both its personal and social 
implications, churches can truly 

set Mississippi on fire for the 
Lord’s glory.

In this way, as a pastor-
theologian, I look forward to 
living out the kind of theological 
vision King offered the church 
and nation in his day. What 
our churches, churches here 
in Mississippi, need today are 
pastor-theologians who think 
critically and convictionaly 
about our faith in relation to soul 
salvation and social liberation.

We need to see the 
multiplication of such servant 
leaders who are traditional 
enough to learn from the past 
and innovative enough to be 
missional in a 21st century 
world. Moreover, we need 
churches yearning for this kind 
of leadership, filled with people 
who will support and work 
toward the fulfillment of fresh 
ecclesial vision. Sadly, too many 
churches have been mastered by 
mediocrity and have settled for 
a day that has long died. But, 
as King once said, “I believe in 
the future because I believe in 
God.”

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate 
of the University of MS and 
Duke University, serves as the 
director of Student Religious 
Life at Alcorn State University 
and is the pastor of Mt. Helm 
Baptist Church in Jackson. He 
is married to Allison Thomas-
Rhodes and they are the parents 
of twin boys.
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By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

King

By By C. Rochelle Culp
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the 
Billboard Gospel Charts for the week of January 14

1.  Wanna Be Happy?   Kirk Franklin
2.  Worth    Anthony Brown & group therAPy
3.  Intentional    Travis Greene
4.  Worth Fighting For   Brian Courtney Wilson
5.  I Luh God    Erica Campbell Featuring Big Shizz
6.  I’m Good    Tim Bowman Jr.
7.  Yes You Can    Marvin Sapp
8.  I’m Yours     Casey J
9.  123 Victory    Kirk Franklin
10. You Love Me (Best Of My Love) Anita Wilson

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM



The world today 
is, and always 
has been, distant 
from God as a 
result of sin, but 
we, Christians, 
should endeavor 

with each passing day to draw 
ourselves nearer and nearer to 
God.

Our nearness to God depends 
on our depth of spirituality.  God 
is a spirit and for us to walk close 
to God, we must be walking 
in the spirit. There is a need of 
consistency when it comes to 
walking hand in hand or walking 
close with God. We must keep 
to the same principles, not 
changing with the wind – in today 
– out tomorrow, but we must be 
consistent. Therefore, the word 

says, “Let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith.”

We think of Moses and his 
nearness to God as he led the 
people of Israel through the 
wilderness and on toward the 
promise land. We think of him 
as he finds himself confronted 
with the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s 
army. Seemingly, the multitude 
that Moses was leading, did not 
have that keen faith and trust in 
God, and they were not walking 
close enough to God to know and 
realize that He could deliver them. 
However, Moses, as a result of 
walking close to God and having 
faith along with confidence in 
Him, said to the people, “Stand 
still, and see the salvation of 
God.”

In the midst of the ups and 
downs of life, we, the Christians, 
can stand still, wait and see the 

deliverance of God. God did 
deliver the people of Israel in 
their flight. God did deliver them 
in their trouble and He is still the 
same today. I am thankful that the 
same God whom Moses served, 
and the same God who delivered 
him at the Red Sea, can and will 
deliver us today.  The Psalmist 
says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God.” We must walk close enough 
to God to hear His instructions 
concerning us as individuals.

God delights in instructing His 
people; but if we’re walking far 
from God, and we’re too distant 
from Him, we will not hear those 
instructions. The Bible tells us 
that in all our ways we should 
acknowledge Him so He might be 
able to direct our paths.  From the 
writings in the book of Hebrews, 
Chapter 10, verses 21-23: “And 
having an high priest over the 

house of God, let us draw near with 
a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 
Let us hold fast the profession of 
our faith without wavering for He 
is faithful that promised.”

Living by faith is far better than 
merely fulfilling rituals and rules.  
This can challenge us to grow in 
faith and live in obedience to God 
each day.

Next week, Part II – “Walking 
Close to the Master’s Side”

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton 
VA 23669. He is a member of the 
National Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, Ind. 
and chairman of the Southeastern 
Association of The Church of God, 
Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

Walking close to the Master’s side - Part I

A few years ago, 
I had the privilege 
of visiting 
Transformation 
Church in 
Baltimore, Md., 
as a part of the 

Anointed Author book tour. For 
the most part, the worship service 
was fairly uneventful until the 
pastor, Bishop Monroe Saunders, 
began to minister. He’d been 
previously scheduled to go out of 
town and wasn’t even scheduled 
to preach.  

Throughout his sermon, 
Saunders kept repeating that this 
message was to specifically remind 
someone and encourage them of 
God’s plan for success.  What was 
so awesome about this experience 
is that many of the things that he 

spoke about during the message 
were things that the authors on the 
book tour had spoken about during 
previous conversations. By the 
end of the service, we agreed that 
it was for us…he didn’t know that 
a last minute scheduling change 
brought us to his church’s second 
morning service.

I think what he said that had the 
biggest impact was his analogy 
of GPS better known  as global 
positioning satellite, the practical 
modern technology that allows you 
to locate people, places and things. 
He pointed out how his vehicle 
navigation system allows him to 
map out trips. Most importantly, 
if he turns off the car before the 
trip is completed, the trip details 
are saved in the car’s computer. 
The next time the car is started, the 
vehicle asks if the driver wants to 
resume the trip.  The driver then 

has the option of saying yes or no.
As he further explained the 

example, he stated that when 
we return to his purpose after 
discouragement, disobedience or 
distraction, God is always waiting 
with the question, “Do you wish to 
resume the previous trip?”  There 
are no questions about what we 
have been doing since we got off 
track, but simply the focus on 
fulfilling purpose. He called it 
God’s Positioning System which 
always is focused on keeping us in 
line with God’s will for our lives.

It was a simple, but very 
encouraging message for those of 
us who felt like we’d missed our 
season or used reasons like “I can’t 
do that” to explain why we hadn’t 
yet fulfilled our purpose.

His message showed that God 
is waiting for us to resume the 
trip to complete our destinies. I’ve 

thought about this more in the last 
few months as I’ve struggled to 
finish writing projects and fight 
feeling like I’m behind schedule.   

Romans 11:29 says, “For God’s 
gifts and His call are irrevocable. 
He never withdraws them when 
once they are given, and He does 
not change. His mind about those 
to whom He gives His grace 
to whom He sends His call.” 
(Amplified) It doesn’t matter how 
long we’ve been off track or how 
far off track we’ve gotten.   What 
matters is that we choose to resume 
the trip.

Shewanda Riley is the author 
of the Essence best-seller “Love 
Hangover: Moving From Pain 
to Purpose after a Relationship 
Ends.” She may be reached at 
lovehangover@juno.com, www.
shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com 

Resume the trip God had you start

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

P R E S E R V E D

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 1000 
W. Ridgeway St., Jackson, will host its Unity 
Celebration Concert in honor of the life and legacy 
of Dr. Martin L. King Jr. at 3 p.m. on Jan. 17.  For 
additional information call (601) 573-1099 or (601) 
366-5463.

St. Paul M. B. Church, 1910 Lincoln Road, Mt. 
Olive, will present the Installation of its pastor, Dr. 
Elbert W. Craig, at 2:30 p.m. Jan. 17.  For more 
information call (601) 668-2920.  

Greater Bethlehem Temple, 1501 Robinson St., 
Jackson, will be the location of the Annual Martin 
Luther King Jr. Mississippi Legislative Black Caucus 
prayer breakfast on Jan 18. The event is open to the 
community.  For more information, call (601) 354-
2599. Bishop Robert N. Fortson Sr. is the pastor.

Pilgrim Rest M. B. Church, 852A Madison 
Ave., Madison, will host their Martin Luther King 
observance at 11 a.m. on Jan. 18. For more 
information call (601) 856-2609 or visit www.
polgrimrestmadison.org. Rev. Matthew Canada is 
the pastor.

Triumph The Church and Kingdom of God 
in Christ, 5302 Queen Mary Lane, Jackson,, 
will observe Founders Day during three days of 
celebration, at 6 p.m. on Jan. 18 – 20.  On Jan. 
18, “War Room” the movie, will be shown. On Jan. 
19, “A Fresh Preached Word” will be shared.  On 
Jan. 20, the founder’s day program will be held. For 
more information call (601) 922-8210 or visit: www.
triumphthechurchjacksonms.org.  Elder Martha 
Gibson is the shepherd.

Evangelist Temple House of Refuge of All 
Nations Church of God in Christ, 704 University 
Blvd, Jackson will host The Late W. Marie Johnson 
Choir Day 2016 at 11:30 a.m. on Jan. 24. The 
celebration will continue with the church’s 38th 
musical revival at 7:30 p.m. nightly, Jan. 28 – 30. 
For more information, call (601) 497-5887.  Elder 
Tyron Hanks Sr. is the pastor.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245 Tunica St., 
Jackson, will observe their pastor’s anniversary at 
3 p.m. Jan. 24. Rev. Michael T. Williams, pastor of 
College Hill M. B. Church, will deliver the message. 
For more information call (601) 969-3511. Rev. John 
A. Wicks is the pastor.

Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church, 111 
Mount Olive Church Road in Flora, will have a special 
program commemorating a 23-year anniversary 
singing ministry at 5 p.m. Jan. 16, hosted by the 
Mount Olive Inspirational Choir. The theme for the 
evening is “Hallelujah Is To Our God.” There will be 
numerous selections of praise from local choirs and 
special guests. Sis. Willie Mae Garner is the choir 
president, and the Rev. Glenn Dale Robinson is 
pastor.
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As the University 
of Alabama football 
team prepared to line 
up against Clemson 
University Jan. 11 
in Glendale, Ariz. to 
decide the national 

collegiate championship, it’s 
worth noting that the Crimson Tide 
wouldn’t be “rolling” in success 
and the money that accompanies it 
without its black players, led by 2015 
Heisman Trophy Winner Derrick 
Henry.

According to the New York Times, 
in 2003, the University of Alabama’s 
athletic budget was $37 million. 
Today, it is more than four times 
that – $153 million. Nick Saban, 
Bama’s head coach, receives a salary 
of $7 million a year. The university 
gets $9 million this year in licensing 
fees alone, a figure that will total 
$103 million through the 2024-25 
season. Learfield Sports guarantees 
Alabama up to $14 million a year 
for multimedia rights, including 
programs and game-day radio 
headsets.

Bryant-Denny Stadium in 
Tuscaloosa has been expanded twice 
to reach 101,821 seats and 31,000 
people are on the waiting list for 
season tickets. There is also a long 
line of companies waiting and willing 
to pay six-figures for a luxury suite.

The Tide is rolling in cash.
Having grown up in Tuscaloosa, I 

know all too well that until Alabama 
Gov. George C. Wallace was forced 
to end his “stand in the schoolhouse 
door” at the university in 1963 and 
allow two black students Vivian 
Malone and James Hood – to enroll, 
blacks could do menial work at 
the Capstone, but could not attend 
classes or serve on the faculty or as 
administrators.

In 1955, the United States Supreme 
Court ordered the University of 
Alabama to admit its first African 
American, Autherine Lucy, who 
was represented by future Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. On  
Friday, Feb. 3, 1956, Lucy enrolled 
as a graduate student in library 
science. The university barred her 
from using the dining hall and living 
in the student dormitories on campus.

On the following Monday, whites 
rioted and Lucy was suspended, 
supposedly for safety reasons. 
Federal courts ordered her reinstated 
on Feb. 29, but she was expelled on 
the grounds that she had slandered 
the university.

After Malone’s forced admittance, 
blacks began attending the University 
of Alabama in greater numbers. 
Blacks are star athletes at Bama and 
a couple have served as president 
of the student body, which is 81.6 
percent white.

But the university is no different 
from other major white universities 
that exploit its athletes for financial 
reasons. According to the NCAA, 
most of the football and basketball 
players at the university level are 
African Americans.

The Washington Post recently 
reported: “With the money made 
from college sports increasing every 
year, the way colleges treat their 
athletes has become controversial.

“That’s because college sports is 
a tremendously lucrative business 
for everyone but the athletes. 
The National College Athletic 
Association will receive $7.3 billion 
from ESPN for the right to broadcast 
the seven games of the College 
Football Playoffs between 2014 and 
2026, and $11 billion from CBS and 
Turner Sports to broadcast “March 
Madness” over the next 14 years.

“Individual colleges also make out 
well: The University of Kentucky’s 
men’s basketball team’s trip to the 
Final Four this year, for example, 
brought more than $8 million in 
revenue to the universities of the 
Southeastern Conference. Each of 
the ‘Big 5’ conferences will make 
an estimated $50 million from the 
college football playoffs this year.

“And none of this counts the money 
made from concessions, merchandise 
and licensing fees. The collegiate 
merchandise market reportedly takes 
in $4.6 billion each year.”

The most disturbing part of the 
Post article was not that majority 
white universities are profiting from 
the sweat of black athletes – that’s 
been obvious for years. What’s 
insulting is the reason most people 
object to college athletes being able 
to share in the financial gains they 
make possible.

The newspaper stated: “In a 
statistical analysis that controlled for 
a host of other influences, we found 
this: Negative racial views about 
blacks were the single most important 
predictor of white opposition to 
paying college athletes.

“The more negatively a white 
respondent felt about blacks, the 
more they opposed paying college 
athletes.”

Are you shocked?
So was I. And it’s hard to shock 

me, an African American who 
grew up in segregated Tuscaloosa 
in the shadows of the University of 
Alabama.

The Post story said, “In every 
survey to date, blacks are far more 
likely to support paying college 
athletes when compared to whites. 
For instance, in the 2014 Cooperative 
Congressional Election Study, 53 
percent of African Americans backed 
paying college athletes – more than 
doubling the support expressed by 
whites (22 percent).”

So when you see rabid – and 
often drunk – white fans cheering 
after another touchdown scored 
by Alabama’s Derrick Henry 
or a touchdown pass thrown by 
Deshaun Watson, Clemson’s black 
quarterback, in next Monday night’s 
championship game, don’t be misled. 
They love it as long as the black 
athletes are bringing in millions for 
the University of Alabama’s athletic 
department or the sports program 
at Clemson, but the athletes don’t 
deserve to get much more beyond 
their athletic scholarships for one 
reason – the color of their skin.

Sounds like we have not made as 
much progress since Autherine Lucy 
was forced out of the University of 
Alabama as we had thought.

George E. Curry is president and 
CEO of George Curry Media, LLC. 
He is the former editor-in-chief of 
Emerge magazine and the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
News Service. He is a keynote 
speaker, moderator, and media 
coach. Curry can be reached through 
his Web site, georgecurry.com. You 
can also follow him at twitter.com/
currygeorge, George E. Curry Fan 
Page on Facebook, and Periscope. 
See previous columns at http://www.
georgecurry.com/columns.

There is 
no debate 
c o n c e r n i n g 
the irrefutable 
fact that The 
Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther 

King Jr. was one of the greatest 
leaders recognized, admired and 
affirmed by millions of people 
across America and throughout 
the world. King’s activism and 
leadership changed America 
and the world, as did Mahatma 
Gandhi and Nelson Mandela in 
their respective global impacts.

As we prepare to celebrate 
the 87th birthday of King as 
part the official federal holiday 
celebrations, I believe it is very 
important to focus on how King’s 
legacy today is still relevant and 
transformative for all people 
who cry out for freedom, justice, 
equality and empowerment.

King was a devoted man of 
faith and a committed freedom 
fighter for the establishment 
and building of “The Beloved 
Community.” King was clear 
about the ultimate goal of the 
Civil Rights Movement. His 
vision went beyond changing 

laws and winning victories 
against the forces of injustice 
and repression. Social change 
for King was not an abstraction 
or just a dream or an unreachable 
goal, but it was a realistic, 
achievable and tangible outcome 
of the struggle for freedom 
and equality: “The Beloved 
Community”

In his own words, King em-
phasized, “The nonviolent re-
sister must often express his 
protest through noncooperation 
or boycotts, but noncooperation 
and boycotts are not ends them-
selves; they are merely means to 
awaken a sense of moral shame 
in the opponent. The end is re-
demption and reconciliation. 
The aftermath of nonviolence is 
the creation of the beloved com-
munity, while the aftermath of 
violence is tragic bitterness.”

Today, in the bold tradition of 
King we salute the Black Lives 
Matter movement. It is being 
led by young, gifted, talented 
and courageous activists, who 
are using nonviolent civil 
disobedience anew to challenge 
racial injustice and the wanton 
police violence and murders 
that have become too frequent 
against black Americans and 

others.
But today we must also 

assert in King’s transformative 
tradition that “All Black Lives 
Matter!” In other words, yes 
we have to stand up effectively 
against police brutality and 
prosecutorial misconduct. Yes, 
we urgently have to reform the 
criminal justice system in its 
totality. Yet, we must also stand 
up effectively with our activism 
to stop the self-destructive 
violence and murders that too 
many of us perpetrate on each 
other in our own families and 
communities.

In principle and in faith, the 
truth is we have to be against all 
forms of violence and all forms 
of the destruction of humanity. 
There is no justification to take 
the life of another human being. 
It would be a gross contradiction 
to everything King worked and 
sacrificed for if we remained 
silent about the surge in self-
destructive gun violence that 
prevails today in too many of our 
communities. 

Reconciliation for King was 
not reconciling or compromising 
to leave injustice or racial bigotry 
in place. However reconciliation 
was the active and involved 

process that resulted in specific 
social transformation that inured 
benefits to all people. The success 
of the Civil Rights Movement 
under King’s leadership not only 
benefited black America, but also 
the success of this movement for 
change provided benefits to all 
people.

King never suspended his 
faith in the God of justice and 
liberation. He refused to bend 
his principles and beliefs on 
the effectiveness of nonviolent 
social change activism and 
multiracial movement building. 
The organization of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference by King and other 
black church leaders was a 
prophetic step forward that kept 
the black church in America at 
the forefront of the battle for 
civil rights and human rights. 
King was an intellectual genius 
who stood on the universal 
theological principles of the 
oneness of God and the oneness 
of all humanity.

In my younger years, I 
personally worked with King, 
Golden Frinks and Milton Fitch 
in the North Carolina SCLC. I 
witnessed firsthand how King 
transformed and inspired the 

consciousness of people to 
believe and exert a grassroots 
power to promote social change. 
We could use that kind of 
grassroots power today to get a 
massive voter turnout.

King was not a “weak” leader 
who sought to appease or to 
entertain the powerful in the 
high places and principalities 
of oppression. King was in 
complete solidarity with the 
poor and marginalized, but yet 
determined to end poverty and 
injustice wherever those evils 
were manifested. 

Thus, we should also revisit 
King’s economic justice 
demands. It is my opinion that if 
King were alive today he would 
be encouraging “principled 
youth entrepreneurial 
development.” Participating in 
the U.S. economy as business 
owners that help to financially 
sustain our communities should 
be a priority.

In his last public speech 
on April 3, 1968 on the night 
before his tragic assassination 
in Memphis, Tenn., without 
fear King asserted, “The nation 
is sick; trouble is in the land, 
confusion all around...But I 
know, somehow, that only when 

it is dark enough can you see the 
stars. And I see God working 
in this period of the twentieth 
century. Something is happening 
in our world. The masses of 
people are rising up. And 
wherever they are assembled 
today, whether they are in 
Johannesburg, S.A.; Nairobi, 
Kenya; Accra, Ghana; New York 
City; Atlanta, Ga.; Jackson, 
Miss.; or Memphis, Tenn., the 
cry is always the same: ‘We want 
to be free.’”

In 2016, “We want to be 
free!” We want an end to racial 
injustice and all manifestations 
of inequity and inequality.  But 
we realize from the living legacy 
of King that we all should remain 
vigilant and active. Let’s keep 
King’s transformative legacy 
alive and vibrant with renewed 
energy and support.

Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is 
the president and CEO of the 
National Newspaper Publishers 
Association and can be reached 
for national advertisement sales 
and partnership proposals at: 
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org; and for 
lectures and other professional 
consultations at: http://
drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/
drbfc.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
once wrote, “It may be 
true that the law cannot 
make a man love me, but it 
can keep him from lynch-
ing me, and I think that’s 
pretty important.” Those 

students who are protesting campus rac-
ism need to keep that quote in mind as 
they assert their right to feel safe and 
comfortable on campus. When the pro-
tests have been well defined and include 
an end game, such as the University of 
Missouri protests that toppled a president 
and chancellor, they have been effective. 
When protests broadly address issues like 
comfort, they are less successful. And 
while it is satisfying to force a president 
(or a faculty member for that matter) to 
resign, the conditions of campus life will 
not necessarily change because there is a 
new leader. Structural racism is so firmly 
embedded in our culture that it will take 
years, if not decades, of focused work 
and commitment to eliminate it.   Unfor-
tunately, too many are less dedicated to 
eliminating institutional racism than they 
are to maintaining the status quo.  Con-
sider, for example, the rhetoric during 
these Republican Presidential debates.  
Or, consider the clumsily racist question 
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia 
posed when he asked whether black stu-
dents should attend “lesser schools” than 
schools like the University of Texas.

Student activism was one of the high-
lights of 2015. Without waxing nostalgic, 
though, I’d suggest that some of these 
young activists take a page from the play-
book written in the late 1960s and early 
1970s, when protests shut campuses 
down for weeks. Student protests led to 
curriculum review on some campuses, the 
development of academic departments 
like African American studies and ethnic 
studies, the addition of faculty of color, 
a commitment to enroll more students of 
color, and more. “Back in the day,” we 
were far less concerned with “feeling” 
comfortable than with being empowered. 
We wanted change, and we were willing 
to fight for it. And, the change we wanted 
was tied to metrics. More scholarships, 
more faculty, more student admits. Not 
necessarily more comfort.

From my perspective discomfort is 

a good thing. Discomfort is a sign that 
something is wrong. Clearly there is 
much that is wrong on our campuses and 
in our nation. Racism is alive and well, 
though it shows itself in different forms 
than it did decades ago. The signs don’t 
say “white” or “colored” anymore. Few 
“civilized” whites use the n–word, but 
expletives are hardly necessary when 
there is a coded language of exclusion.

Too many of us prefer complacency 
to discomfort. We prefer to think that 
everything is fine. Too many would like 
to pretend that inequality and injustice 
are minor matters until a headline shakes 
us out of complacency – a young man 
shot 16 times while he is on his back, a 
young woman supposedly hanging her-
self in a jail cell.  Then there is protest, 
and anger, and rage.  Still, too little done 
to develop a sustainable attack on the 
racism that plagues our nation. Student 
activists of 2015 could learn from the 
sixties activists, and they can also teach 
“mainstream” leaders twenty-first cen-
tury organizing techniques. And across 
generations, there must be teaching and 
learning about complacency and discom-
fort, about what change looks like, and 
about what people are willing to give up 
to get change.

This 2016 election year promises lots 
of conversation about justice and change.  
Some political leaders will talk of “over-
regulation,” while others will suggest 
that we must pass new laws.  Some will 
suggest that affirmative action is no lon-
ger necessary, while others are clear that 
there remains unequal access to higher 
education. When questions of law are de-
bated, I find it useful to consider King’s 
view of law – it won’t make you love me, 
but it will keep you from lynching me 
and, as he said, “that’s pretty important.” 

King described himself as a “drum ma-
jor for justice,” not a drum major for com-
fort. The campus activists who are raising 
critical questions are motivated by justice 
and cannot allow themselves to be side-
lined with conversations about comfort. 
Comfort will always be elusive in a racist 
society. And that’s a good thing.

Julianne Malveaux is an author and 
economist based in Washington, DC. Her 
latest book “Are We Better Off? Race, 
Obama and Public Policy” will be re-
leased in 2016 and is available for preor-
der at www.juliannemalveaux.com

Voicing the real objection 
to paying college athletes

The transformative legacy of King

King’s views on love, 
law and lynching
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CLASSIFIED

LEGAL

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT AMENDING SECTION 2-62(B)
OF THE  JACKSON, MS CODE OF ORDINANCES.

WHEREAS, Section 2-62(b) Regular meetings. Regular meetings of the council 
shall be held on every other Tuesday at l0:00 a.m. except that on the second 
meeting of the month, the meeting shall be held at 6:00 p.m. At 4:00 p.m. on 
each Monday preceding a regular Tuesday council meeting the council will also 
hold a planning session to discuss the  business to be considered at the following 
regular Tuesday council meeting. Any person desiring to address the council 
with reference to any item on the planning session agenda must register with 
the city clerk prior to the beginning of the planning session, and shall indicate in 
writing, on a ledger kept by the clerk, their name, address, and the number of the 
agenda item with reference to which they desire to  speak. When recognized by 
the president, such person  may speak only with reference to that item(s) and for 
a portion of time not to exceed at total of three minutes. Such public comment 
will be received prior to the discussion of business at the planning session. The 
planning session shall be limited to one and one-half hours.

WHEREAS,  the regular meetings are held during the same time as the Jackson 
Public School Board and Hinds County Board of Supervisors Meetings which re-
sults in citizens having to make a decision regarding which meeting to attend; and

WHEREAS,  the citizens of Jackson are unable to fulfill their civic responsibilities 
if unable to engage in meetings that impact their quality of life; and

WHEREAS,  the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi is willing to accommodate 

its citizens by scheduling the first regular meeting at 6:00 p.m. and the second 
meeting at 10:00 a.m.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the City Council of Jackson amend its 
schedule to accommodate citizens.

Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Stokes seconded. 

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Stokes.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon and Tillman.

ATTEST: Kristi Moore
City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of 
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify 
that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City 
Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of December, 2015, and recorded 
in Minute Book “6I”, pages 286-287.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this  5th day of January, 2016.

Kristi Moore
City Clerk

1/14/2016 1/21/2016

LEGAL

Legal Notice

The City of Jackson in tends to employ a consulting engineering firm to provide 
engineering services to reconstruct Phase 1 of Riverside Drive from Peachtree 
Street to I-55 Project No. 15B4010.701, Hinds County and Phase 2 of Riverside 
Drive from State Street to Peachtree Street Project No. 15B4010.702, Hinds 
County. This contract includes preliminary engineering services, environmental 
phase services, traffic analysis, right-of-way/easement acquisition, roadway 
design, surveying, construction engineering, and inspection. This contract will 
also include conducting public townhall meetings to gather input and support 
for roadway design.

Riverside Drive is a gateway street to the top of Belhaven, Belhaven University, 
the Mississippi National Guard, three JPS schools, and LeFleur’s Bluff State 
Park. The two construction projects will rehabilitate Riverside Drive from State 
Street to 1-55. Town hall meetings will be held to discuss neighborhood friendly 
concepts for the rehabilitated street. All water lines will be replaced along with 
antiquated sanitary sewer and street drainage systems.

Consulting engineering firms interested in providing these services may so 
indicate by furnishing the City of Jackson seven (7) copies of an Expression of 
Interest which should consist of the following:

1. A cover letter specifying the name and complete description of project, the 
name of the project manager, and the location and address of the office to be 
assigned the majority of the work;

2. A resume for each principal member, the project manager, and employee(s) of 
the firm anticipated to be assigned to the project. Also, provide an organizational 
chart and list each person’s experience and qualifications, including proof that 
the Project Manager is licensed as a Mississippi Professional Engineer and that 
the firm has met state licensure and certification requirements;

3. A description of similar type work completed during the past five (5) years 
which qualifies the consultant for this work; the cost and schedule completion 
(or actual completion) of this work;

4. A response containing the information upon which the consultant will be 
evaluated; and,

5. EBO Plan required with submission.

For any additional questions, please contact Lacey Reddix at lreddix@ 
jacksonms.gov or 601-960-2041.

The City will evaluate the Expressions of Interest based on the following factors 
listed in their relative order of importance:

1. Experience of the firm in performing specific services and experience in pre-
paring projects;

2. Qualifications and experience of staff to be assigned to the project based on 
requested scope of services;

3. Size of the firm’s pwfessional and technical staff with respect to the services 
needed;

4. Project Approach;

5. Local presence of the firm.

The City reserves the right to select one (1) consultant or select a short list of 
consultants from whom more in formation will be required. The City reserves 
the right to reject any and all Proposals, discontinue Contract execution, and/or 
request additional information with any party at any time prior to final Contract 
execution.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a 
precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. 
Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, 
bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information 
on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact 
the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at (601) 9601856. Copies of the 
Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available 
at 200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, 
Mlssissippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d - 4, that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportumty to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the 
quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initia-
tives, and assistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corpora-
tions, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as 
those who seek to contract with the City of Jackson on various projects and/
or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City of Jackson in achieving 
its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for employment 
opportunities.

To be considered, all replies must be received by 3:30 p.m., February 23, 2015, 
in the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201.

Kishia Powell, Director  Gus McCoy, Chief Administrative
Department of Public Works  Officer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel, Department of Public Works

1/14/2016 1/21/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
NAMING BATTLEFIELD PARK’S WALKING TRAIL AS 

DR. JAMES ANDERSON WALKING TRAIL.

WHEREAS, it is befitting for the City of Jackson to recognize, honor, and 
celebrate Dr. James Anderson, whose contributions have a positive impact in 
the community ; and

WHEREAS, Section 110-1 and 110-2 of the Jackson Municipal code autho-
rizes the City to name city owned facilities; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Anderson is a citizen of the City of Jackson and has contrib-
uted to the elimination of disparities in access to health care for the poor and 
uninsured of the City of Jackson; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Anderson is a devoted, loving husband and father. Born to 
Victor and Lillie Anderson both of Jackson, MS. Dr. Anderson entered Me-
harry Medical College in 1957, earned externships at E.H. Crumps Hospital 
and in 1960 he received the Doctor of Medicine Degree from Meharry; and

WHEREAS, in 1970, Dr. Anderson assisted in founding of Jackson-Hinds 
Comprehensive Health Center, one of the oldest community health centers 
in the United States and the largest in Mississippi. Dr. Anderson has provided 
the best medical care and services possible to our citizens of Jackson-Hinds 
Comprehensive Health Center (JHCHRA) and his life has made a great im-
pact on the medical needs of the Jackson and surrounding areas Community; 
and

WHEREAS, the naming of Battlefield Park ‘s Walking Trail as Dr. James An-
derson Walking Trail will allow visitors of the City of Jackson area to know 
that our “ Jackson’s Bold Vision” is fully committed to the development of 
communities through community outreach at health fairs and special events 
as dedicated role models for Jackson, Mississippi.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the City Council of Jackson, Missis-
sippi hereby names Battlefield Park’s Walking Trail as Dr. James Anderson 
Walking Trail.

Council Member Stokes moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded. 

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Stokes.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon and Tillman.

ATTEST: Kristi Moore
City Clerk

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by 
the City Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of December, 2015, 
and recorded in Minute Book “6I”, pages 285-286.

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this  5th day of January, 2016.

Kristi Moore
City Clerk

1/14/2016  1/21/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFP

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2016-02 - Lease of Real Property for Advertising
Signage & Market Advertising Space Thereon

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfp will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business 
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. 
(Local Prevailing Time) February 03, 2016, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the 
acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date 
rfps are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained 
free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-
8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address or down loaded 
from our Jackson Public School District website at  HYPERLINK “http://www.
jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us. 

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

LEGAL

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that Proposals will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, February 9, 2016. The 
City of Jackson, Mississippi requests proposals from arts groups and other 
community organizations for arts and community development projects pro-
viding services to the citizens in the City of Jackson.

Financial assistance is available to support art and community development 
activities designed to increase awareness, understanding and appreciation of 
the arts and improve the quality of life among the citizens of Jackson.  This 
solicitation seeks proposals with an emphasis on educational activities and 
youth services.

Grant awards offered by the City of Jackson shall represent supplemental 
funding in support of arts and community development projects.  To be eligible 
for funding, proposing organizations must have verifiable cash match contri-
butions that equals to at least 50% of project costs.

A Workshop on the Request for Proposals packet is scheduled for January 
25, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Municipal Art Gallery located at 839 North State 
Street. Those interested in submitting proposals should attend this Workshop.

For the Request for Proposals packet, please contact Louis Armstrong or 
Gloria Fields-Anderson at (601) 960-0383.  All proposals must be sealed and 
plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: Proposal for General Funds 
Arts Grants.    Proposal packets will be opened on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 
at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber at City Hall, 219 South President Street.  
The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

By:  Adriane Dorsey-Kidd, Director
        Department of Human and Cultural Services

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

LEGAL

Advertisement
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 

MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICES

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals 
from qualified proposers for the purpose of selecting a Service Provider 
with which to negotiate a Contract for Solid Waste Collection and Recycling 
in the City of Jackson (as described in the RFP).

The proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

A.  Service Provider’s innovative approach to encourage and maintain
     a sustainable solid waste system
B. Service Provider’s experience, qualifications and references as
    demonstrated in similar engagements
C. Expertise of key personnel to be assigned to the contract
D. EBO Plan and commitment to maximizing MBE and FBE
     participation goals
E. Cost proposal

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid 
submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order.  Failure to comply with the 
City’s EBO Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror 
from being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City 
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Of-
fice of Economic Development at 601-960-1055.   Copies of the Executive 
Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 
200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Missis-
sippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to 
cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various 
programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages 
all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as 
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by 
strongly considering City residents for employment  opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of  1964, as amended,  42 U.S.C.  2000d  to 

2000d-4  that all bidders  will be afforded  full opportunity to submit bids 
in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated  against on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for 
an award.

A MANDATORY pre-proposal conference will be held on January 27, 2016 
at 10:00AM in the Andrew Jackson  Conference  Room of the Warren Hood 
Building,  200  South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi  39201.  The 
pre-proposal conference will be immediately followed by a Networking Ses-
sion from 10:45 AM- 11:15 AM in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room.

While the networking session is not mandatory, all interested minority and 
female business enterprises as well as locally based businesses are en-
couraged to attend to network with potential service providers.  Attendance 
by Proposers  intending to submit on the project is required.   All potential 
Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend.

Proposals (one signed original plus five copies) and the EBO Plan (one 
signed original plus five copies included with the proposal) shall be submit-
ted in a sealed package and plainly marked on the outside of the package: 
“Proposal for Professional Services for Solid Waste Collection and Recy-
cling Services.

Proposals  must  be submitted  to the Office  of the City Clerk, 219  South  
President  Street, Jackson, Mississippi  39201 by no later than 3:30p.m., 
local time, on Tuesday, March 1, 2016.

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the detailed Request for Proposals 
at no charge from the City’s Website at http://www.jacksonms.gov/bids or 
from:

Wanda Tyler Knotts, Solid Waste Management
City of Jackson 
Department of Public Works 
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street 
Jackson, MS  39201 
wknotts @ jacksonms.gov

Kishia Powell, Director  Gus McCoy, Chief Administration
Department of Public Works

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel, Department of Public Works

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Tired of renting? Try affordable homeownership through Habitat for Humanity 
Mississippi Capital Area. Learn more at an informational meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Feb. 4 at the Jackson Medical Mall Community Room; or call 601-353-6060 
or visit http://www.habitatmca.org/.

1/14/2016
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/11/2016 , for:

 RE: GS# 113-136 Meat Science Laboratory
  Mississippi State University - Division of Agriculture, 
  Forestry & Vet Medicine

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Pryor & Morrow Architects 
   and Engineers, P.A. - Columbus 
   (Columbus, Mississippi, through 
	 	 	 the	Office	listed	herein)	
	 Address:					 Post	Office	Box	167
	 	 	 Columbus,	Mississippi	39703
	 Phone:	 	 662-327-8990
 Email:                  mail@pryor-morrow.com

A deposit of $150.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Glenn R. Kornbrek AIA, Director

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 02/11/2016 , for:

 RE: GS# 320-055 Roof Repairs Wilkinson CCF
  Department of Corrections

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Shafer & Associates, PLLC 
 Address:     510 University Drive
	 	 	 Starkville,	Mississippi	39759
	 Phone:	 	 662-323-1628
 Email:                  s-a@shafer-architecture.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance with 
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregu-
larities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be 
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Glenn R. Kornbrek AIA, Director

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFP

Advertisement for RFP

RFP 2016-01 - Fiber Optic Data WAN and Internet Services

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfp will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice,	662	South	President	Street,	Jackson,	Mississippi,	until	3:30	P.M.	(Local	
Prevailing	Time)	February	05,	2016,	at	which	time	and	place	they	will	be	pub-
licly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-RFP Conference concerning the project 
will be held at 630 South State Street, Jackson, MS, 39201 on January 25, 
2016, at 10:00 A.M.  Attendance at the pre-rfp conference is non-mandatory 
but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any 
and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if 
approved	for	forty-five	calendar	days	from	the	date	rfps	are	opened.		

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

City of Jackson 
Jackson, Mississippi

         
Sealed, signed proposals are invited and will be received by the City of 
Jackson,	Mississippi,	until	3:30	P.M.	 in	 the	City	Clerk’s	Office	of	Jackson,	
the proposal must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 9, 2016, 
at which time said proposals will be publicly opened at the City Hall located 
at	219	South	President	Street	(City	Council	Chambers)	in	City	Hall	for	the	
following:

													55048-020916	--	12-Month	Supply	of	Traffic	Sign	Sheeting	Materials

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV” 

The	above	must	comply	with	the	City’s	specifications.		Copies	of	proposal	
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President 
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.  Copies of 
proposals	 specifications	 are	 filed	 with	 the	 City	 Clerk	 for	 public	 record	 in	
accordance	with	House	Bill	No	999,	1986	Regular	Session	of	the	Mississippi	
Legislature. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
Public Purchasing.  It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a 
completed	and	signed	Equal	Business	Opportunity	(EBO)	Plan	Application,	
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by 
authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance.  Failure to comply with 
the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City’s EBO 
Program,	please	contact	the	Office	of	Economic	Development	at	(601)960-
1638.		Copies	of	the	EBO	Ordinance,	EBO	Plan	Application	and	a	copy	of	
the	EBO	Program	are	available	with	the	Office	of	Economic	Development	at	
218	South	President	Street,	Second	Floor,	Jackson,	Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all proposals.  The City also 
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid 
submitted.  Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting 
the	lowest	net	price	in	accordance	with	specifications.		The	award	could	be	
according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; 
or to accept all or part of any proposal.  Delivery time may be considered 
when evaluating the bid proposal.  In those cases where it is known prior to 
advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total 
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will 
be included on the proposal form.  Absence of such statement means the 
City will make that determination during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB; NPCA-Manager 
Purchasing Division 
(601)	960-1533

1/14/2016, 1/21/2016
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Advertisement of Request for Proposals
City of Jackson, Mississippi 

Stormwater Management Professional Engineering Services
City of Jackson Project No. 15B4010.701 6413 

Proposals	will	be	received	by	the	City	of	Jackson,	Mississippi,	at	the	office	of	
the	City	Clerk,	City	Hall,	219	South	President	Street,	P.O.	Box	17,	Jackson,	
Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, 
for supplying professional services for Stormwater Management Professional 
Engineering	Services	for	the	City	of	Jackson,	City	Project	No.	15B4010.701-
6413. 

The City of Jackson is seeking responses to this Request for Proposals for 
the	 services	 of	 experienced	 and	 professionally	 qualified	 engineering	 firms	
with	 demonstrated	 expertise	 and	 experience	 in	 providing	 comprehensive	
engineering services for study, design, investigations, and construction im-
plementation for stormwater management capital improvement projects in 
drainage	basins	 identified	as	having	 the	highest	business	 risk	exposure.	 It	
is the intent of the Agency to award multiple contracts from this solicitation; 
however, award of professional services contracts related to this request is 
subject to the availability of funding.

A pre-proposal meeting will be held on Friday, January 15, 2016 at 3:00 PM 
CST in the 5th Floor Conference Room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. All proposers must email 
a	letter	of	interest	to	Lacey	Reddix	at	lreddix@city.jackson.ms.us	in	order	to	
receive any addenda that may be issued. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in 
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and 
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City.  As 
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a 
completed	and	signed	Equal	Business	Opportunity	(EBO)	Plan,	with	the	bid	
submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal 
Business	 Opportunity	 (EBO)	 Executive	 Order.	 	 Failure	 to	 comply	 with	 the	
City’s	 Executive	Order	 shall	 disqualify	 a	 contractor,	 bidder,	 or	 offeror	 from	
being awarded an eligible contract.  For more information on the City of 
Jackson’s	Equal	 Business	Opportunity	 Program,	 please	 contact	 the	Office	
of	Economic	Development	at	601-960-1055.	Copies	of	the	Executive	Order,	
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 200 South 
President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The	City	of	Jackson,	Mississippi	(“City	of	Jackson”)	is	committed	to	cultivat-
ing and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, 
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, 
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those 
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct busi-
ness in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering 
City residents for employment opportunities.

The	City	of	Jackson	hereby	notifies	all	proposers	that	in	compliance	with	Title	
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 
that all proposers will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in re-
sponse to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds 
of	race,	color,	national	origin,	sex,	or	disability	in	consideration	for	an	award.

For a copy of the Request for Proposals for Stormwater Management Profes-
sional	Engineering	Services,	 please	 contact	 Lacey	Reddix	 at	 lreddix@city.
jackson.ms.us or 601-960-2041. 

Kishia L. Powell    Gus McCoy
Director, Department of Public Works  Chief	Administrative	Officer

Terry Williamson   
 Legal Counsel

1/7/2016,	1/14/2016

LEGAL

Request for Proposals

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 
3:30 P.M. Central Standard Time on February 16, 2016, City Hall, 219 South 
President	 39201,	 to	 Furnish	 and	 Install	 New/Retrofit	 single	 space	 and	 /or	
multi-space parking pay stations and mobile parking payment system for the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi.

A pre-proposal conference will be held on February 4, 2016 at 10:00 A.M. in 
the	5th	floor	conference	room	of	the	Warren	Hood	Building,	200	South	Presi-
dent Street, Jackson, MS. All potential proposers and other interested parties 
are encouraged to attend.

A copy of the Proposal Package may be procured from the Infrastructure 
Management Division in the Warren Hood Building - 5th Floor, Room 531, 
located at 200 South President St., Jackson, Mississippi 39205.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in pub-
lic contracting. Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective ven-
dors	and	contractors	carefully	examine	their	method	of	selecting	subcontrac-
tors and suppliers,  to ensure that they are not either actively,  or passively, 
discriminating	 against	 Minority	 Business	 Enterprises	 (MBEs)	 and	 Female	
Business	Enterprises	 (FBEs).	As	a	bidder	seeking	 to	do	business	with	 the	
City	of	Jackson,	you	are	expected	to	adhere	to	a	policy	of	non-discrimination,	
and	 to	make	 the	maximum	practicable	effort	 to	ensure	 that	historically	un-
derutilized	firms	are	given	an	opportunity	 to	participate	 in	 the	performance	
of	contracts	financed	in	whole,	or	in	part,	with	City	funds.	For	further	details	
about	complying	with	this	ordinance,	please	contact	the	Office	of	Economic	
Development,	phone	number	960-1638.		Copies	of	the	ordinance,	EBO	Plan	
applications and copies of the program are available at 200 South President 
Street,	2nd	floor,	Jackson,	Mississippi.

The	City	of	Jackson	hereby	notifies	all	bidders	that	in	compliance	with	Title	VI	
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that 
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, 
national	origin,	or	sex	in	consideration	for	an	award.

The	City	of	Jackson,	Mississippi	(“City	of	Jackson”)	is	committed	to	cultivating	
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, em-
ployment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, cor-
porations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who 
seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in 
the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City 
residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive 
any informalities or irregularities therein.

Kishia L. Powell    Gus McCoy
Director, Department of Public Works  Chief	Administrative	Officer

1/7/2016,	1/14/2016
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REQUEST FOR QUOTES FOR
RECYCLING SERVICES AT

JACKSON-EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
AND HAWKINS FIELD GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT

Project # 002-16

INFORMATION FOR RESPONDENTS

The	Jackson	Municipal	Airport	Authority	(“JMAA”)	requests	Quotes	(“Quotes”)	
for solid waste and recycling services for Jackson  Medgar Wiley Evers Inter-
national	Airport	(“JAN”),	and	Hawkins	Field	(“HKS”).	
 
JMAA	will	 receive	Quotes	 to	 perform	 the	Services	 at	 the	 offices	of	 JMAA,	
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport,	100	International	Drive,	Jackson,	Mississippi	39208,	until	3:00	p.m.	
on	February	4,	2016	(the	“Deadline”).

JMAA	will	not	consider	any	Quotes	received	after	the	Deadline	for	any	reason	
whatsoever.	Information	for	Respondents	relating	to	this	Request	for	Quotes	
is	on	file	and	open	for	public	inspection	at	the	offices	of	JMAA.	The	Informa-
tion	 for	Respondents	 contains	 a	 copy	 of	 the	Request	 for	Quotes,	General	
Information for Respondents, and Information Required from Respondents. 
Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents 
from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, 
as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100	International	Drive,	Suite	300	(39208)
Post	Office	Box	98109
Jackson,	Mississippi	39298-8109	
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone	No.:	(601)	939-5631,	ext.	210
Facsimile	No.:	(601)	939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

1/7/2016,	1/14/2016

REQUEST FOR BIDS

REQUEST FOR BIDS FOR
LAWN MAINTENANCE SERVICE

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 011-15

The	 Jackson	 Municipal	Airport	Authority	 (“JMAA”),	 operator	 of	 the	 Jackson-
Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, a commercial airport located in the 
City	of	Jackson,	Rankin	County,	Mississippi	(“JAN”),	is	issuing	this	Request	for	
Bids	(this	“RFB”)	to	provide	Lawn	Maintenance	Service	(the	“Services”)	for	the	
JAN.  JMAA will enter into a contract with a Lawn Maintenance service provider 
(the	“Contractor”)	to	provide	the	Services	described	in	this	Requests	for	Bids.

JMAA	will	receive	Bids	to	perform	the	Services	at	the	offices	of	JMAA,	Suite	300,	
Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 
International	Drive,	Jackson,	Mississippi	39208,	until	2:00	p.m.	Central	Time	on	
February	4,	2016	(the	“Deadline”).

All Bids will be publically opened at 2:05 p.m. Central Time on February 4, 2016.  
At the Bid Opening, JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all Bids. Bidders and 
their authorized representatives are invited to be present at the Bid Opening. 
The opening of any Bid shall not be considered as an acceptance of such Bidder 
as	a	responsible,	qualified	Contractor.

JMAA will not consider any Bids received after the Deadline for any reason 
whatsoever.	Information	for	Bidders	relating	to	this	Request	for	Bids	(“RFB”)	is	
on	file	and	open	for	public	inspection	at	the	offices	of	JMAA.	The	Information	for	
Bidders contains a copy of the RFB, General Information for Bidders, Informa-
tion Required from Bidders and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may 
obtain a copy of the Information for Bidders from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen 
Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100	International	Drive,	Suite	300	(39208)
Post	Office	Box	98109
Jackson,	Mississippi	39298-8109	
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone	No.:	(601)	939-5631,	ext.	210
Facsimile	No.:	(601)	939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com 

 or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/RFBrfb-center/.

JMAA will hold a Pre-submittal conference at 1:00 p.m. on January 25, 2016 
Central Time in the Community Room of the main terminal building at the Jack-
son-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport. Attendance at the pre-submittal 
conference is mandatory for all Primary Bidders.

JMAA will award the Services to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. The 
Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertise-
ment for Bids and Instructions to Bidders. 
.
JMAA	reserves	the	right	to:	(1)	reject	any	and	all	Bids,	for	any	reason,	any	time	
before	execution	of	a	contract	with	a	Bidder	selected	by	JMAA	to	perform	the	
Services	and	(2)	waive	any	and	all	informalities	and	irregularities	in	the	selection	
process.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

1/14/2016 1/21/2016



OWN YOUR OWN DOLLAR, BIG
BOX, MAIL/SHIP, PARTY or WOMENS
CLOTHING / ACCESSORY / BOU-
TIQUE STORE. 100% Financing, OAC
from $59,900. 100% Turnkey.
1 - 8 7 7 - 5 0 0 - 7 6 0 6 ,
dollarstoreservices.com/start/MS

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! We offer training and
certifications running bulldozers, back-
hoes and excavators. Lifetime Job
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-
866-362-6497.
MEDICAL BILLING SKILLS IN
DEMAND! Become a Medical Office
Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Online training can get you job ready! HS
Diploma/GED and PC/Internet needed.
1-888-424-9412 
MEDICAL BILLING SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Train at home for a career
working with Medical Billing and
Insurance Claims. NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training at Bryan
University! HS Diploma/GED and
Computer/Internet needed. 1-877-259-
3880.
NEW YEAR, NEW CAREER. AVIATION
Grads work with Boeing, Southwest and
others. Get hands on training for FAA cer-
tification. Financial aid if qualified. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 1-866-
367-2510.

DRIVER - CDL/A. READY TO MAKE
MORE MONEY IN A NEW CAREER?
Get your CDL_A in 22 days with no out-
of-pocket tuition cost! We pay you while
you train. New pay increase. Classes
starting every Monday. Refresher course
available. Must be 21 years of age. 855-
378-9335. EOE. www.kllmdrivingacade-
my.com

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or confer-
ence room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Great space for
small business or nonprofit association or
charity. Call Monica to arrange a viewing.
601-981-3060, or e-mail
mgilmer@mspress.org.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!          Get
a whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-
877-381-8004.

AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
learn more.
DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/mo. FREE
Installation. FREE 3 months of HBO
SHOWTIME CINEMAX, STARZ. FREE
HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday
Ticket Included (Select Packages) New
Customers Only. CALL 1-800-215-6713.
DISH NETWORK – Get MORE for
LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12
months.) PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast
Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now
1 - 8 0 0 - 3 1 9 - 2 5 2 6 .

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT CHIL-
DREN, $125. Includes name change
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165,  24/7. 
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
CPAP / BIPAP SUPPLIES at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply Network!
Fresh supplies delivered right to your
door. Insurance may cover all costs. 1-
800-918-5928.
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576.
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone. FREE
brochure. Call 1-800-365-4628

WANT CASH FOR EXTRA DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS? I pay Top Dollar since
2005! 1-day fast payment. Guaranteed
up to $60 per box! FREE shipping.
www.CashNowOffer.com. 1-888-210-
5233. Get extra $10 use offer code:
CashNOW!

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

F o r  S a l e - M i s c .

F o r  R e n t

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e s - M i s c .

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

B u s i n e s s  O p p o r t u n i t y S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

Wa n t e d  To  B u y

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of January 10, 2016

25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for USXpress 
Earn $800 per week. 

Local 15-day CDL training. 
Immediate Openings! 

1-800-350-7364 

Advertising
Solutions

That Deliver
STATEWIDE!

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Jan10_MCAN

For information about advertising in 

The 
Mississippi 

Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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Satellite TV Difference

Business
Is

RUFF!
You need advertising
solutions that deliver!

•Discounted Regional 
or Statewide Newspaper 
Ads

•Customized Newspaper 
Ad Placement Service

• Digital Ad Services

7 out of 10 Mississippians read their newspaper weekly!

Your Advertising Needs To Be There!

Mississippi Press Services
Call Sue at 601-981-3060                                 www.mspress.org
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Mississippi Press Services
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Business
Is

RUFF!
You need advertising
solutions that deliver!

•Discounted Regional 
or Statewide Newspaper 
Ads

•Customized Newspaper 
Ad Placement Service
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Mississippi Press Services

“Business Is RUFF!”

Honoring
Congressman

Gregg Harper

MISSISSIPPI PRESS ASSOCIA

CELEBRITY ROAST
TITION FOUNDAATTION EDUCAATAAT

CELEBRITY ROAST
TION

CELEBRITY ROAST

, Jan. 28, 20Thursdayy,
Reception 6 pm • Dinner 7 pm

ickets $80 each or $600 for a table of eightT
chase tickets by calPurrc

ess.or.mspror go to wwww.

oceeds benefitPrro

, Jan. 28, 2016  |  Hilton Jackson
Reception 6 pm • Dinner 7 pm

ickets $80 each or $600 for a table of eight
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A Education Foundationt the MPPA
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 

VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Coaches Curry, Hicks 
join JSU football staff

Local scholar-athlete 
chosen for All American 
Football teams

Jackson State football inks two transfers

Jackson State head football 
coach Tony Hughes continues to 
add to his coaching staff. He has 
tabbed Dwayne Curry to coach 
the defensive line and LaMarcus 
Hicks to coach the safties.

Curry comes to JSU after 
serving as the defensive line 
coach at the University of 
Arkansas Pine Bluff for four 
seasons.

While at UAPB, Curry 
produced All-SWAC performer 
Demarcus Berry, who earned all-
conference second team honors 
in 2015 and first team All-SWAC 
recognition in 2014.

Curry began his coaching 
career at Southside High School 
in Atlanta, Ga., where he served 
as linebacker coach and co-
defensive coordinator from 
1999-2001. During his tenure 
there, he coached both inside and 
outside linebackers and produced 
an all-conference performer.

In 2005, he was named co-
defensive coordinator and 
defensive line coach at Pensacola 
High School in Pensacola, Fla. 
In addition, he served as the 
assistant track and field coach. 
While at PHS, Curry produced 
a high school All-American and 
had three of his student-athletes 
to sign Division I National Letter 
of Intents.

Curry then moved to the col-
legiate ranks, when he was 
named linebacker and assistant 
punt return coach at East Texas 
Baptist University (2006-07) in 
Marshall, Texas. He produced an 
all-conference linebacker. After 
two seasons at East Texas Bap-
tist, Curry accepted the defen-
sive line coach and assistant spe-
cial teams coordinator position 
at East Mississippi Community 

College (2007-08) in Scooba, 
Miss.

In 2008, Curry left the junior 
college ranks when he was 
named the defensive line coach 
at Birmingham Southern (2008-
09) in Birmingham, Ala. In 2009, 
he was named the defensive 
line coach at Hinds Community 
College in Raymond, Miss. 
While at Hinds he produced 
an all-conference performer at 
defensive end.

Curry accepted the defensive 
coordinator/linebacker coach 
at Savannah State (2010-11) in 
Savannah, Ga. He was also the 
punt team coordinator. Curry 
then traveled to Garden City, 
Kan., where he was named the 
defensive line and strength and 
conditioning coach at Garden 
City Community College (2011-
12). While at GCC, Curry 
helped produce the defensive 
player of the Year in the J. Hank 
Conference.

After two seasons at GCC, 
Curry became the defensive line 
coach at the University of West 
Alabama in Livingston, Ala. In 
2012 the UWA Tigers won the 
Gulf South Championship and 

finished the season ranked No. 3 
in all of Division II in total de-
fense.

He was an outstanding 
linebacker for Mississippi State 
University from 1993-1996. 
During his time at Mississippi 
State he was a candidate for the 
Butkus award three times. He 
was also selected as an All-SEC 
linebacker three times as well as 
being selected to the All-SEC 
freshman team. He was a two-
time Consensus All-American 
and an honorable mention All-
American at linebacker one 
season. He is a 1997 MSU 
graduate with a degree in 
physical education and fitness 
management.

Hicks comes to Jackson State 
after a two-year stint with the 
University of North Texas, where 
he served as the cornerbacks 
coach.

In his first-season with the 
Mean Green Hicks led the 
cornerbacks into record-breaking 
territory in 2014. 

North Texas had seven 
different defensive backs with an 
interception in 2014, which was 
a school record for most DB’s in 

a single season with at least one 
pick. Five of those seven were 
cornerbacks coached by Hicks. 
Two Mean Green cornerbacks 
had interceptions returned for 
touchdowns.

Cornerback James Jones was 
named to the C-USA second-
team in 2014 as he was the 
second leading tackler and led 
the team with nine PBUs.

Hicks, a defensive back 
with Iowa State who played 
professionally with the Detroit 
Lions, worked at North Texas 
after spending a season at 
Concordia University as the 
defensive backs coach. Hicks 
played for McCarney at Iowa 
State for two seasons and 
earned first-team All-Big 12 
honors in 2005 while leading the 
conference in interceptions. He 
earned Big 12 Defensive Player 
of the Week twice that season.

Hicks spent 2011 and 2012 at 
Truman High School in Michigan 
as the defensive coordinator and 
defensive backs coach. In his 
first season at Truman in 2011, 
he helped the Cougars improve 
15 points per game in scoring 
defense. In 2012, Truman went 
9-2 and won their second playoff 
game in school history while 
allowing only 11.2 points per 
game.

Hicks began coaching in 
2010 at Rhodes College as wide 
receivers coach. Three players at 
the position were selected as All-
SCAC.

Prior to coaching, Hicks 
played professionally for the 
Detroit Lions at defensive back. 
He spent two seasons with the 
Lions.

Hicks,a native of Clarksdale, 
received his bachelor’s degree 
from ISU in 2006.

It was homecoming and 
eighth-grader Joseph Perkins 
had just been crowned 
Bailey APAC Middle School 
homecoming king during 
halftime and found himself back 
on the gridiron just moments 
later playing wide receiver for 
the Bailey Knights. It was the 
last game of the season.

The opponents’ defense 
had been tough all night, but 
Perkins felt something about 
this particular play. He was 
getting himself ready, going 
over the plays in his mind. The 
snap was made and Perkins 
hustled quickly to the end zone 
– to the “sweet spot.” Bailey 
quarterback, Thaddeus Bishop, 
made eye contact with Perkins, 
heading deep in the corner 
of the end zone more than 30 
yards away. He passed the 
ball and Joseph dove to catch 
it. He rolled twice and finally 
came up with the ball. It was 
a touchdown, and the crowd 
went wild!

Making big plays and 
supporting his team are nothing 
new to 13-year old Perkins.

This year he led the Bailey 
Knights in touchdown 
receptions, yards after the 
catch, interceptions and he was 
one of the leading tacklers on 
defense.

He’s been playing football 
and developing his skills since 
the age of 5. He finished his 
youth football career with 
the Jackson Giants in the 
Mississippi Youth Sports 
Association League and people 
are now taking notice of the 
young athlete’s skills after his 
two-year career as a Bailey 
Knight.  Perkins displays an 
impressive range and versatility, 
most recently playing wide 
receiver, quarterback, defensive 
back and safety positions.

In fact Perkins’ talents on 
the gridiron have caught the 
attention of talent scouts, 
agencies and various All 
American Youth football 
organizations across the nation. 
He has recently been selected 
to play in two eighth-grade All 
American Football Games in 
Atlanta, Ga., and Virginia. 

He has also been encouraged 
to attend football camps such 
as the Adidas Showcase, the 
NextGen All American, the 
U.S.A. Regional Development 
Camp and Football University 
camps in various locations 
across the nation to sharpen his 
skills before heading to high 
school.

Perkins takes his studies just 
as seriously. He maintains a 3.6 
GPA at Bailey and hopes to one 

day become an athletic physical 
therapist. He also competes in 
track and plays basketball.

“We’re very proud of 
Joseph,” said Sean Perkins, his 
dad. “His mom, Chetonya, and 
I are not only impressed by his 
talents on the field and in the 
classroom, but most especially 
in the responsible, considerate 
young man he’s become as 
well.”

The All American Youth 
Football Games will provide 
a unique spotlight for Perkins 
when he competes, first later 
this month and then again in the 
spring. He will be sharpening 
his skills, as well as showcasing 
them along side some of the 
best eighth-grade football 
players from across the country.

When asked about these 
upcoming opportunities Perkins 
smiles and says, “I am excited 
about being selected to play 
in these All American games 
because I can showcase my 
skills in front of college scouts 
from all over the country, and 
I can play with/against some 
of the best players in my peer 
group.”

Joseph has two younger 
brothers, Matthew and Daniel. 
The Perkins family attends 
Greater Mt. Calvary M.B. 
Church, and Perkins serves as a 
junior usher.

He is raising money to pay 
for the cost of camp registration 
and travel expenses associated 
with each camp and All 
American game.

Those interested in making a 
donation should visit Perkins’ 
GoFundMe page at https://
www.gofundme.com/jgew7ed8

Donations can also be 
mailed to 1718 Lake Trace Dr., 
Jackson, MS 39211.

The Jackson State football program con-
tinues to build its base under newly minted 
head coach Tony Hughes. Just a day after 
finalizing the coaching staff, the Tigers have 
signed a pair of East Mississippi Commu-
nity College standouts in Dario Robinson 
(WR, 5-10, 185) and Deshawn Tillman (DL, 
6-4, 240). The duo, over a two year period, 
helped lead head coach Buddy Stephens’ 
East Mississippi CC Lions to a 20-1 record, 
including the 2014 NJCAA national cham-
pionship.

Last season Robinson hauled in 30 passes 
for 380 yards and six touchdowns. Towards 
the end of the season, he played defensive 
back as well, finishing with nine tackles. 
Tillman recorded 38 total tackles with seven 
tackles for loss and 3.5 sacks. The EMCC 

Lions finished 2015 with an 8-1 overall re-
cord and a 6-0 MACJC North Division re-
cord, as well as a MACJC North Division 
Championship. Both will enroll at JSU in 
January.

Robinson caught 50 career passes for 584 
yards and seven touchdowns for head coach 

Stephens at EMCC. He also returned kicks 
for the Lions during his career and con-
cluded his sophomore campaign doubling as 
a two-way starter at slot receiver and cor-
nerback. He ranked as the team’s second-
leading receiver in 2015 with 30 catches for 
380 yards and a team-most six touchdown 
receptions. 

Tillman is credited with 53 career total 
tackles during his two seasons at EMCC, in-
cluding 11.5 tackles for loss (63 yards) and 
five sacks (50 yards). He ranked third on the 
team with 38 total stops as a sophomore, in-
cluding 3.5 sacks. He is also credited with a 
forced fumble and a pass breakup in 2015. 
He registered a career-most nine tackles, 
highlighted by two sacks for 19 yards and 
a forced fumble, in 2015 season opener 
against Southwest Mississippi.
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Task force: Mammograms an 
option at 40, do more good at 50

Blue Bell says ice cream safe 
despite potential concern

WASHINGTON –
Mammograms do the most 
good later in life, a government 
task force has declared in 
recommending that women get 
one every other year starting at 
age 50. It said 40-somethings 
should make their own choice 
after weighing the pros and 
cons.

When to start routine 
mammograms and how 
frequently to get them has 
long been controversial. The 
latest guidelines from the 
U.S. Preventive Services Task 
Force, made public Monday, 
stick with its advice that 
women should have one every 
two years between ages 50 and 
74. But they also make clear 
that it’s an option for younger 
women even though they’re 
less likely to benefit.

Some health groups urge 
mammograms every year 
starting at 40 – although last 
year the American Cancer 
Society upped its starting age 
to 45.

There is some common 
ground emerging, that 
mammography advice 
shouldn’t always be one-size-
fits all. “Age 50 isn’t magic,” 
said task force past chairman 
Dr. Michael LeFevre of the 
University of Missouri.

Here are some things to 
know about mammograms.

What the task force says
Women in their 60s are the 

most likely to avoid dying 
from breast cancer thanks to 
mammograms, but there’s 
clearly enough benefit for the 
average woman to start at 50, 
the task force found.

The advisory group wants 
younger women to understand 
the trade-offs before deciding: 
Among every 1,000 women 
screened, one additional death 
could be prevented by starting 
mammograms at 40 instead 
of 50. But there would be 
576 more false alarms and 58 

additional unneeded biopsies. 
Also, two extra women would 
be overdiagnosed, treated for 
cancer that never would have 
become life-threatening.

Monday’s update, published 
in Annals of Internal Medicine, 
is largely a rewording of 
guidelines originally issued 
in 2009 and reconsidered in 
draft form last spring. This 
time, the task force stresses 
that “we think the science 
supports a range of options” for 
40-somethings, LeFevre said.

Differing guidelines
Mammograms aren’t 

perfect, and different health 
organizations weigh the trade-
offs differently. So do women 
and their physicians.

The American Cancer 
Society says to begin annual 
mammograms at 45 but 
switch to every other year at 
55. After menopause, tumors 
tend to grow more slowly 
and women’s breast tissue 
becomes less dense and easier 
for mammograms to penetrate, 
says chief medical officer Dr. 
Otis Brawley. Between ages 
40 and 44, when breast cancer 
is especially uncommon, 
the society also says women 
should make their own choice.

“We’re moving away from 
paternalistic medicine where 
we doctor organizations used 
to tell women, ‘You must do 
this,’”  Brawley said. “We’re 
saying, ‘This woman is at 
higher risk, therefore maybe 
she should get screened at 40. 
This woman is at lower risk, 
maybe she can wait a little 
later.’”

The American College 
of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists stands by annual 
mammograms starting at 40, 
while urging patient education 
and shared decision-making.

Things to consider
More than 200,000 women 

are diagnosed with breast 
cancer each year, and about 
40,000 die from it. It is most 
frequently diagnosed among 
women ages 55 to 64, and 
the median age of death from 
breast cancer is 68.

Screening guidelines are 
only for women at average risk 
of breast cancer. Women with a 
mother, sister or daughter with 
breast cancer have a higher risk 
than the average 40-year-old. 
Other factors can play a role, 
too, including genetics, breast 
density and menstrual and 
pregnancy history.

Personalized screening
Dueling guidelines mean 

“some people get so confused 
they don’t get screened at all. 
Some are too anxious or afraid 
not to do more, and it may not 
be better for them,” said breast 
cancer specialist Dr. Laura 
Esserman of the University 
of California, San Francisco. 
“Maybe we should be screen-
ing in a new way.”

Esserman leads the first-
of-its-kind WISDOM study 
that soon will begin enrolling 
100,000 women to test whether 
tailoring screening to some-
one’s individual risk is better 
than age-based mammograms. 
Women given annual mam-
mograms starting at 40 will be 
compared with others assigned 
more or less frequent screen-
ings, starting at different ages, 
based on in-depth risk assess-
ments.

Insurance coverage
Insurance usually pays for 

mammograms. Because of 
concern about how the task 
force recommendations might 
be implemented, Congress 
recently extended for two years 
legislation preserving access to 
routine mammograms without 
copays starting at age 40.

When to stop
The task force says 

more research is needed to 
know whether to continue 
mammograms at 75 and 
beyond. The cancer society 
says to keep screening as long 
as women are in good health 
and have a life expectancy of at 
least 10 years.

HOUSTON – Blue Bell 
Creameries sought to reassure 
customers Monday that its ice 
cream in safe, even as the Texas 
company tries to determine 
whether listeria has again been 
found at one of its plants.

Blue Bell is in in the midst of 
returning its products to stores 
after it recalled its ice cream and 
halted sales last year due to liste-
ria contamination at some plants. 
On Friday, the Brenham-based 
company said it found locations 
at one of its three plants where 
listeria might be present.

In a statement emailed Mon-
day, Blue Bell said customers 
“can be confident in our ice cream 
because of all the steps we have 
taken to ensure a safe product. 
Our enhanced testing program 
confirms that these procedures 
are working.”

The company said its enhanced 
testing flags “suspicious areas 
as an early warning system so 
we can take steps to extensively 
clean and sanitize the areas, refine 
our procedures or make addition-
al physical enhancements in our 
facilities.”

In addition to a facility in Br-
enham, Blue Bell has plants in 
Alabama and Oklahoma. It hasn’t 
said where it found the possible 
presence of the bacteria.

Carrie Williams, a spokes-
woman for the Texas Department 
of State Health Services, said 
Blue Bell told her agency that it 
found “a couple of instances of 
environmental positives for Lis-
teria species at the Brenham plant 
over the last month” in non-food 
areas such as floors and floor 
drains “and the instances were 
addressed.”

In the wake of last year’s recall 
and cleanup efforts, Blue Bell 
signed agreements with health 
officials in Texas, Alabama and 
Oklahoma requiring the company 
to inform the states whenever 
there is a positive test result for 
listeria in its products or ingre-
dients. However, the agreements 
do not require Blue Bell to im-
mediately notify the states of any 
presumptive positive test results 
for listeria that might have been 
found on floors or other surfaces 
that don’t have contact with food.

The requirement came after the 
company failed to tell federal or 
state health officials of repeated 
findings of listeria at its Oklaho-
ma plant dating back to 2013.

Last April, Blue Bell recalled 
its products after its ice cream was 
linked to 10 listeria cases in four 
states, including three deaths in 
Kansas. Listeria can cause serious 
illness, especially in older adults, 
pregnant women and people with 
weakened immune systems.

The company has been 
reintroducing its products back 
into its markets in phases. On 
Monday, Blue Bell Ice Cream 
reintroduced products in El Paso, 
Texas; Little Rock, Ark.; and 
Memphis, Tenn. The company 
has said the final phase of its 
market re-entry plan was to occur 
over two weeks beginning Jan. 
18.

Brandon Henning, with 
Sparta Systems, a Hamilton, 
New Jersey-based company that 
creates quality control software 
used by firms to manage products 
and goods they manufacture, 
said it’s almost impossible to 
eliminate all of the bacteria that 
can cause listeria at facilities with 
raw materials like those at Blue 
Bell.

By Lauran Neergaard
AP Medical Writer

By Juan A. Lozano
Associated Press

FILE - In this May 6, 2010 file photo, a radiologist uses a magnifying 
glass to check mammograms for breast cancer in Los Angeles. 
Mammograms do the most good later in life, a government task force 
said Monday in recommending that women get one every other year 
starting at age 50, and that 40-somethings make their own choice 
after weighing the pros and cons. AP PHOTO/DAMIAN DOVARGANES, FILE
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Born in Oxford in the United 
Kingdom, Gugu Mbatha-Raw 
trained at the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art in London. Her first 
professional role was in an open 
air production of Shakespeare’s 
“As You Like It” as Celia. 
Following this, she landed roles 
at Manchester’s Royal Exchange 
Theatre, where she performed in 
“Antony and Cleopatra” and the 
title role of Juliet in “Romeo and 
Juliet,” opposite Andrew Garfield, 
for which she was nominated for 
the Manchester Evening News 
Award for Best Actress in 2005. 

Gugu’s other stage credits 
include the critically-acclaimed 
“Big White Fog” at the Almeida 
Theatre and David Hare’s 
“Gethsemane,” a production at the 
National Theatre that later toured 
the UK. She made her West End 
debut as Ophelia in “Hamlet” 
opposite Jude Law. 

Her British television credits 
include “M15/Spooks,” “Dr. 
Who,” “Marple – Ordeal by 
Innocence,” “Bonekickers,” 
and “Fallout.” She subsequently 
starred as Samantha Bloom 
in the JJ Abrams NBC series 
“Undercovers,” for which she was 
nominated for an NAACP award 
for best actress in a television 
series. 

In 2011, she landed her 
breakout big screen role in 
Larry Crowne, directed by Tom 
Hanks and co-starring Julia 
Roberts. More recently, she 
played the title character in Fox 
Searchlight’s highly-acclaimed 
period drama Belle, alongside 
Tom Wilkinson, Emily Watson, 
Miranda Richardson, Sam Reid 
and Matthew Goode. 

Gugu next starred alongside 
Minnie Driver, Nate Parker and 
Danny Glover in Beyond the 
Lights, a love story set in the 

music world. In February of 2015, 
she was seen in Andy and Lana 
Wachowski’s Jupiter Ascending, 
starring Channing Tatum, Mila 
Kunis and Eddie Redmayne. 
And she is set to co-star opposite 
Matthew McConaughey in The 
Free State of Jones, a Civil War 
action-drama written and directed 
by Gary Ross which be released 
next May.

Here, Gugu talks about her 
latest role playing Will Smith’s 
wife in Concussion, a drama about 
the National Football League’s 
attempt to discredit Dr. Omalu, 
the pathologist whose research 
uncovered the link between hits 
to the head and the early onset of 
a host of neurological disorders in 
football players.

Kam Williams: Hi, Gugu. 
I’m delighted to have another 
opportunity to speak with you. 

Gugu Mbatha-Raw: Sure! 
How have you been, Kam? 

KW: I really enjoyed 
Concussion, including your 
performance. How did you enjoy 
making the film?

GMR: Oh, it was a really great 
experience. [Writer/director] Peter 
Landesman was so passionate 
about the movie and about 
Bennet’s [Dr. Bennet Omalu] 
story. And  having an opportunity 
to work with Will Smith was huge, 

obviously. I was also excited about 
transforming in this role. And it 
was fun working in Pittsburgh, 
the home of the Steelers, since 
I’d never been there before. And I 
found the city and its history quite 
fascinating.  

KW: Was shooting in Pittsburgh 
at all awkward for the production, 
given how the movie presents the 
NFL in a bad light?

GMR: No, I never really felt 
any animosity. I think people 
were really thrilled that we were 
making a movie there. While the 
film raises questions about the 
ethics of the NFL, it really isn’t 
anti-football. Overall, it’s very 
supportive of the players in the 
way it discusses the CTE  Chronic 
Traumatic Encephalopathy. So, 
we had a great experience in 
Pittsburgh.

KW: I told my readers I’d be 
interviewing you, so I want to mix 
in some of their questions with 
mine. 

GMR: Sure.
KW: Editor/legist Patricia 

Turnier says: I really liked your 
performances in Belle and 
Beyond the Lights, and I love 
the soundtrack, especially the 
song “Blackbird” you sang on the 
Beyond the Lights soundtrack. 
How did you prepare to play 
Prema? 

GMR: Well, Prema’s very 
much the emotional, driving force 
of the film in many ways. She’s 
serves as Bennet Omalu’s moral 
compass. I started with the script, 
working with Peter. And I got 
some medical advice from friends 
of mine and from my parents, 
who are both medics. It was great 
to have my mom on standby. 
[Chuckles]

KW: Did you meet with Prema?
GMR: Yes, but not until the 

end of the process. She was a little 
reticent about being involved. So, 
I wanted to respect her wishes. 
On the other hand, that meant we 
could have a little artistic license 
in creating Prema for the film. I 
also worked with a dialect coach 
who helped me with the Kenyan 
intonations, since Prema’s from 
Kenya. And then we did some 
rehearsals with Peter and Will 
prior to shooting.

KW: Will Smith was famous 
for memorizing his co-star’s lines 
early in his career. If you watch 
episodes of the Fresh Prince, you 
can often see him mouthing other 
actors’ lines as they speak. Did he 
do that with you?

GMR: [lol] I’ve heard him 
talk about that. I can safely say 
he doesn’t do that anymore. 
Will is such a phenomenal actor. 
Everyone knows his personality 
as a movie star, but he really 
transformed himself into Bennet 
for this film. It was a very 
powerful, dramatic role for him. 

KW: How was it working with 
him? 

GMR: It was really joyful 
experience. He such a professional. 
He’s very hard-working, but he 
also has a great sense of humor.

Kam Williams is an African-
American journalist, largely 
known for his work as a film critic, 
celebrity interviewer and literary 
critic. He can be reached at  kam_
williams@hotmail.com

By Kam Williams
Interviewer Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Dwelling
2. Not rural
3. Act in response to something
4. Abide
5. Cool
6. Make a mistake
7. What a leaf comes from
8. Take in
9. Eye infection
15. Ball
19. Unidentified flying object
21. Demobilize
23. Afloat (2 wds.)
24. Disgust
25. Toothbrush brand
26. Russian ruler
27. Every
28. Singing voice
30. Brief
32. Point

ACROSS 
1. Pooch
4. Drama division
10. Unrefined metal
11. What gets sore
12. BB association
13. Decrease wetness with air 
      (2 wds.)
14. A finger
16. Vane direction
17. Upon
18. Loudness unit (abbr.)
20. Yard (abbr.)
22. Card game
26. Beverage
29. Displayer of emotions
31. Salted sausage
33. Hotel
34. Animation
35. Moray
36. Parallelograms
37. Loose gown worn at mass © Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Whoopi Goldberg

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

Oscar-winner Michael Moore 
(for Bowling for Columbine) 
has been challenging the power 
structure ever since releasing 
Roger & Me way back in 1989. 
That groundbreaking expose’ 
indicted General Motors 
for the outsourcing of jobs 
which devastated his beloved 
hometown of Flint, Mich.

Over the intervening years, 
Moore has exhibited a knack for 
tackling a variety of hot-button 
topics from a leftist perspective, 
including the Iraq War 
(Fahrenheit 9/11), the healthcare 
industry (Sicko), and the global 
financial crisis (Capitalism: A 
Love Story), to name a few.

With Where to Invade Next, 
the inveterate rabble-rouser 
sets his sights on the subject 
of American imperialism. 
You may remember that the 
Bush Doctrine, as espoused by 
President George W. Bush in 
2002, asserted the United States’ 
right to wage preemptive war 
whenever deemed in the national 
interest. Well, relying on that 
dubious notion, Moore proceeds 
to play agent provocateur as 

he circumnavigates the globe 
visiting countries with cultural 
and social constructs supposedly 
worth emulating.

So, instead of conquest with 
intent to plunder, the focus 
here is merely on borrowing 
ideas which might improve our 
quality of life.

For instance, in France, he 
asks public school cafeteria 
chefs how they manage to serve 
their students such fine cuisine 
compared to the slop American 
kids are forced to settle for. 
And his mission in Finland is 
to discern why its educational 
system is far superior to ours, 
while in Italy he learns about the 
generous employment benefits 

not only for maternity leave but 
for honeymoons as well.

This faux invasion moc-
kumentary features the affable 
Moore in virtually every tableau, 
mugging for the camera in his 
trademark style. Yes, his tongue-
in-cheek brand of humor is fre-
quently sublime, and his earnest 
arguments are often persuasive, 
even if the format feels a little 
stale after a quarter-century of 
the same sort of shenanigans. 

Yet another progressive 
political primer from a proven 
master at questioning authority.

To see a trailer for Where to 
Invade Next, visit: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=ly4_
QiXv8es 

Moore mounts faux invasion in 
tongue-in-cheek mockumentary

Moore

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer

Gugu Mbath-Raw and Will Smith star in Columbia Pictures’ Concus-
sion. PHOTO CREDIT MELINDA SUE GORDON/COLUMBIA PICTURES INDUSTRIES

Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for profanity, drug 
use, violent images and brief 
graphic nudity.

In English, Italian, French, 
German, Finnish, Norwegian, 
Portuguese and Arabic with 
subtitles. 

Running time: 110 minutes
Distributor: Dog Eat Dog Films



Sunday night at the Golden 
Globe Awards in Los Angeles, 
actors Taraji P. Henson and 
Denzel Washington were hon-
ored.

Henson won Best Perfor-
mance by an Actress in a Tele-
vision Drama Golden Globe 
for her role as Cookie Lyon on 
“Empire.”

If you didn’t see the show, 
you missed her handing out 
cookies on her walk to the stage 
to accept her award.

That’s the name of her char-
acter, the ex-convict matriarch 
in Fox’s sensation “Empire.”

“Cookies for everyone to-
night,” she said. “My treat.”

Yep, she was in full Cookie 
mode as folks found out when 
she was prompted to wrap up 
her speech … she warned, 
“You’re going to have to wait.” 
She went on to thank her fam-
ily, longtime agent and pub-
licist, show producers and 
co-workers, leaving Terrence 
Howard for last by saying she 
was nothing without him and 

adding that Cookie is nothing 
without Lucious.

Interestingly Henson’s sar-
castic tone was noticeable when 
she acknowledged her award 
came as the result of playing an 
ex-con.

Washington was given 
special recognition with the 
prestigious Cecil B. DeMille 
award. He was introduced for 
the award by Tom Hanks who 
called him “a peer and equal of 
all the greatest legends of our 

craft.”
Previous recipients include 

Frank Sinatra, Morgan Free-
man, Sidney Poitier, Judy Gar-
land, Elizabeth Taylor, Charlton 
Heston, Gene Kelly, Bette Da-
vis, Joan Crawford, Kirk Doug-
las, Paul Newman, Audrey 
Hepburn, Woody Allen, Rob-
ert De Niro, Al Pacino, Steven 
Spielberg, Clint Eastwood, Jack 
Nicholson, Walt Disney, Martin 
Scorsese, Sophia Lauren and of 
course, Cecil B. DeMille.

ATLANTA – The Trumpet 
Awards Foundation and title 
sponsor American Family 
Insurance present the 24th 
Annual Trumpet Awards to 
celebrate and honor history-
making entertainment, 
humanitarian, political and 
philanthropic individuals.

“The Best Man” actress Nia 
Long and “Survivor’s Remorse” 
actor Mike Epps, co-stars of the 
upcoming ABC sitcom Uncle 
Buck, will host the black-tie 
ceremony, to be held at the Cobb 
Energy Performing Arts Centre 
in Atlanta, Ga., Jan. 23. The 24th 
Annual Trumpet Awards will air 
on Bounce TV and nationally in 
over 75 markets.

Among the prestigious 
list of individual honorees at 
this year’s ceremony include 
Grammy Award winning and 
platinum-selling artist Ne-Yo, 
who will be presented with “The 
Visionary Award;” television 
and film producer Will Packer, 
who will be honored with 
the “Entertainment Award;” 
legendary comedian and actor 
George Wallace will receive 
the “Legend Award” and Alicia 
Boler-Davis, EVP and COO of 
General Motors will be honored 
with the “Corporate Executive 
of the Year Award.”

In a very special tribute, the 
African American Women in the 
United States Congress will be 
presented with the distinguished 
“Political Leadership Award” in 
recognition of their unparalleled 
leadership and steadfast work in 
representing their constituents 
and promoting diversity.

Dr. Curtis Ivery, Chancellor of 

Wayne Community College will 
receive the “Education Award;” 
Alexis M. Herman, Former 
Secretary of Labor and Chair 
and CEO of New Ventures will 
be presented with “The Phoenix 
Award;” and HRH Princess 
Basmah Bint Saud, International 
Humanitarian, will be honored 
with the “Global Humanitarian 
Award.”

The Trumpet Awards was 
conceived, founded, and nurtured 
by Xernona Clayton, who has 
built the Awards and Awards 
Foundation into a renowned 
testimonial around the world.

“We have come so far since 
we started this project in 1993 
and I am extremely appreciative 
to those individuals who saw the 
vision and who have worked with 
us for over twenty years. We are 
most jubilant to bring this event 
to the world and to celebrate the 
achievements of those who had 
an impact on our community,” 
says Clayton.

“We’re proud to partner with 
the Trumpet Awards Foundation 
and Ms. Xernona Clayton to 
continue their legacy of honoring 

fearless dreamers from all walks 
of life. We believe the spirit of 
these honorees will continue to 
inspire a younger generation to 
give birth to their dreams,” says 
Telisa Yancy, American Family 
Insurance VP of Marketing.

The 2015 Trumpet Awards 
was a major success. Hosted by 
Laila Ali and Dolvett Quince, 
honorees included Jamie Foxx, 
Tommy Hilfiger, Janelle Monae, 
The Isley Brothers and Lou 
Brock.

For more information about 
past honorees, presenters, 
performers, and information 
about The Trumpet Awards 
Foundation, visit www.
trumpetfoundation.org.

The support of corporate 
sponsors is vital to helping make 
the production of the Trumpet 
Awards possible; major corporate 
partners include: American 
Family Insurance, FedEx, Delta 
Air Lines, Cadillac, Nordstrom, 
The Coca-Cola Company, Home 
Depot, Turner Construction and 
MGM. The red carpet will be 
sponsored by Carnival Cruise 
Line.
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Legendary musician Bowie dies of cancer at 69

Long, Epps to host Trumpet Awards

NEW YORK – David Bowie, 
the chameleon-like star who 
transformed the sound – and the 
look – of rock with his audacious 
creativity and his sexually ambig-
uous makeup and costumes, died 
of cancer Sunday.

Bowie, whose hits included 
“Space Oddity,” ‘’Fame,” ‘’He-
roes” and “Let’s Dance,” died 
surrounded by family, representa-
tive Steve Martin said early Mon-
day. The singer, who was 69, had 
fought cancer for 18 months.

Long before alter egos and wild 
outfits became commonplace 
in pop, Bowie turned the music 
world upside down with the 
release of the 1972 album, “The 
Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust 
and the Spiders from Mars” 
which introduced one of music’s 
most famous personas. “Ziggy 
Stardust” was a concept album 

that imagined a rock star from 
outer space trying to make his way 
in the music world. The persona – 
the red-headed, eyeliner wearing 
Stardust – would become an 
enduring part of Bowie’s legacy, 
and a touchstone for the way 
entertainers packaged themselves 
for years to come.

Bowie’s birthday was Friday, 

the same day as he released his 
new album, “Blackstar.”

A statement on social media 
asked fan’s to respect the family’s 
privacy. No more details were 
provided.

Born David Jones in London, 
the singer came of age in the 
early 1970s glam rock era. He 
had a striking androgynous look 
in his early days and was known 
for changing his appearance and 
sounds. After “Ziggy Stardust,” 
the stuttering rock sound of 
“Changes” gave way to the 
disco soul of “Fame,” co-written 
with John Lennon, to a droning 
collaboration with Brian Eno in 
Berlin that produced “Heroes.”

He had some of his biggest 
successes in the early 1980s with 
the bombastic “Let’s Dance,” and 
a massive American tour. Another 
one of his definitive songs was 
“Under Pressure,” which he 
recorded with Queen; Vanilla Ice 

would years later infamously use 
the song’s hook for his smash hit 
“Ice Ice Baby.”

“My entire career, I’ve only 
really worked with the same 
subject matter,” Bowie told 
The Associated Press in a 2002 
interview. “The trousers may 
change, but the actual words and 
subjects I’ve always chosen to 
write with are things to do with 
isolation, abandonment, fear and 
anxiety – all of the high points of 
one’s life.”

Bowie lived in West Berlin 
in the late 1970s and Mayor 
Michael Mueller said Monday 
that “Heroes” became “the hymn 
of our then-divided city and its 
longing for freedom.”

Germany’s Foreign Ministry 
added Bowie was “now among 
heroes” and thanked him for 
“helping to bring down the wall.”

He was inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in 1996, 

but he didn’t attend the ceremony.
Bowie kept a low profile in 

recent years after a reported 
heart attack in the 2000s. He 
made a moody album three years 
ago called “The Next Day” - 
his first recording in a decade. 
“Blackstar,” which earned 
positive reviews from critics, 
represented yet another stylistic 
shift, as he gathered jazz players 
to join him.

Bowie released a music video 
on Friday for the new song 
“Lazarus,” which shows a frail 
Bowie lying in bed and singing 
the track’s lyrics. The song begins 
with the line: “Look up here, I’m 
in heaven.”

On the U.S. iTunes albums 
chart, which updates frequently 
throughout the day to reflect 
digital purchases from users, 
Bowie’s “Blackstar” peaked 
at No. 1 on Monday. “Best of 
Bowie” was No. 2, and two other 

Bowie albums reached the Top 
10.

Tributes poured in for the 
singer after the announcement of 
his death. British Prime Minister 
David Cameron tweeted that 
Bowie’s death is “a huge loss.” 
He wrote he had grown up 
listening to and watching Bowie 
and called the singer a “master 
of reinvention” and a pop genius 
who kept on getting it right.

Rolling Stones singer Mick 
Jagger, in a statement, said Bowie 
was his inspiration and “a true 
original.”

Former Beatle Paul McCartney 
has also paid tribute, calling 
Bowie “a great star.”

Bowie was married twice, to 
actress and model Mary Angela 
“Angie” Barnett from 1970-80, 
and to supermodel Iman since 
1992. He had two children – Dun-
can Jones and Alexandria Zahra 
Jones – one with each wife.

LongEpps

Bowie

Washington                                      Henson 

By Mesfin Fekadu 
AP Music Writer

eurweb.com

Washington, Henson honored at Golden Globes 
eurweb.com
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FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

GROUND  FRESH  SEVERAL  TIMES  DAILY!  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$219

FRESH  SLICED

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$129

FRESH  FRYER

BONELESS
TENDERS

PER  LB.

$199
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$399

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE 
STEAK

PER  LB.

$719

FRESH

CENTER  CUT 
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$219

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CHUNKY 
SOUPS

18.6 - 19  OZ.

2/$3

SELECT

KELLOGG'S 
CEREAL

10.5 - 14.7  OZ.

2/$5

CRYSTAL  FARMS

SHREDDED
CHEESE

8  OZ.

2/$4

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

SPREAD 
MARGARINE
45  OZ. ...................................... 

$159

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BISCUITS
JUMBO  BUTTERMILK / BUTTER  FLAVOR
5  CT.  CAN .................................

 99¢

ASSORTED

JELLO  
PUDDING
4  PACK ..................................... 

2/$4
CRYSTAL  FARMS

SHREDDED
CHEESE
8  OZ.  ...................................... 

2/$4
MINUTE  MAID

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$5
FAMILY  SIZE

PICTSWEET
VEGETABLES
24  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$5
FROZEN

PICTSWEET
COB  CORN
16  CT. ....................................... 

$399

SAVE  ON

SEA  PAK
SHRIMP
9 - 18  OZ. .................................. 

$499

piggly wiggly

FRESH  GOLDEN  RIPE

BANANAS
POUNDS

2/$1
SWEET  D'ANJOU

PEARS
PER  LB.

$129
CALIFORNIA  NAVEL

ORANGES
EACH

2/99¢

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$249

YELLOW

ONIONS
3  LB.  BAG

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

SAVE  ON 

FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.  BAG

$399

WRIGHT'S  STACK  PACK

SLICED
BACON

1.5  LB.

$699

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

PER  LB.

$459


