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Jackson’s Ward
7 could possibly
get a new leader

Rod Paige: Jackson State’s financial
future viable; problems fixable
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

Lindsay
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer
It is that time of year again – time for
another round of elections – this time municipal elections. Jan 2 marked the opening
date for those interested in running for office in Jackson to sign up. The qualifying
deadline is March 3.
Longtime Ward 7 resident Virgi Lindsay
is the first person to publicly announce her
intent to seek the office of councilperson
for Ward 7.
Lindsay, a staple in the Belhaven community and former executive director of
the Greater Belhaven Foundation, hosted
an announcement party at her home last
week. “I am running for this seat because

Lindsay

Continued on page 3

Things are far different
on the campus of Jackson
State University (JSU) today, than they were in 1955,
when 83 year old Rod Paige
graduated. “I’m just amazed
everyday that I walk this
campus or look out my office window; I think to myself…look at the growth,
look at the changes, look at
the greatness,” said Paige,
who was named interim
president of the university
in November 2016, after the
highly publicized resignation of Carolyn Meyers.
Meyers, only the 10th
president in the history of
the university, which was
founded in 1877 and its first
full-time female leader, resigned in the fall of 2016,
amid rumors of financial
unsettlement on the campus.
In a recent discovery, it
was revealed that JSU’s
cash reserves had plummeted nearly 90 percent in
the last five years, going
from an estimated $37 million to $4.2 million for the
2016 fiscal year that ended
in the fall.
Paige, who was appointed by President George W.
Bush to serve as the seventh
U.S. Secretary of Education,
says JSU’s financial troubles are deep and perplexed

Paige
but fixable. “I want to paint
a very clear picture, the hole
we find ourselves in today is
deep, in fact, I really didn’t

understand the magnitude
of the problems until I got
here, but these problems are
fixable and when we come

Yes we did: Obama rallies all
Americans in farewell speech
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

Inside

Those were the words that Barack
Hussein Obama ended his farewell
speech to America Tuesday, eight years
after he won the presidency, campaigning on the slogan, “Yes, we can!”
For nearly an hour, the nation’s 44th
Commander-In-Chief reminded everyone that history will not only show him
to be the first – and perhaps only – black
president, but time will reveal just how
well a job Obama did after inheriting a
nation at war, reeling in debt and cowering in fear every time Homeland Security raised the threat level.
Passing the Commander-In-Chief baton to Donald Trump has revealed that
a large swath of Americans already miss
Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama and
the First Family.
“It’s easy to lose sight of that in the
blizzard of our minute-to-minute Washington news cycles. But America is a

President Barack Obama delivered his farewell address as the leader of the free world on
Tuesday, January 10 in Chicago, Ill. This photo was taken during the 2011 State of the Union
Address. PETE SOUZA/WH/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
story told not minute to minute, but
generation to generation,” Obama told
the more nearly 18,000 spectators who

Twelve JPS Middle
School students qualify
as Duke TIP Scholars
Page 6

Obama

Continued on page 3

MLK
Events

SFC makes record
breaking gift to Friends
of Children’s Hospital
Page 10

Page 19

out of this…and we will,
we will be a stronger more
vibrant university than ever
before,” Paige said.

Paige failed to equate or
give an exact dollar amount
as it relates to the financial
deficiencies of the university. “I don’t want to give an
exact number and then twoweeks later that number has
changed or as we are going
through this process we find
that the number continues
to roll,” he said. “Right
now, we know its a serious
situation and we know that
we’ve got to fix it.”
Charged with the responsibility by the Institutions
of Higher Learning (IHL) to
improve the financial conditions of the university and
to strengthen its academic
performance, Paige’s outlook for JSU is bright. “We
are looking at everything to
ensure that we are running a
tight ship, he said. “All external vendor contracts are
being reviewed, right now
its safe to say that we’ve
pretty much instituted a hiring freeze, we must exam
everything.”
Examining
everything
includes looking at JSU’s
Madison and downtown
campuses. When asked if
discussions about closing
the Madison campus were
underway, in spite of recent
record enrollment and the
campus doing well, Paige

Paige
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2017 Aviation Industry
Day set for next week
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer
Anyone who works in aviation now or wants to expand their
business and get involved in the
world’s fastest growing economic
sector, then the 2017 Aviation Industry Day is a must attend event.
The event takes place Jan. 17 at the
Clyde Muse Center on the Rankin
Campus of Hinds Community College, 515 Country Place Parkway,
Pearl, Miss.
Industry leaders say Mississippi’s airports are a critical part of the
nation’s multi-billion dollar aviation industry and they want to help
grow your business. If you’re an architect, engineer, construction professional, attorney, real-estate professional, insurance professional,
service provider, supplier, vendor,
shipper or broker, at the conference
you will learn how joint ventures
work, the importance of partnering

Russell

with other companies, how to gain
business assistance, how to sustain
your business for today and beyond
as well as other viable information
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From the desk of
LeRoy G. Walker Jr.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Dear Fellow Jacksonians,
This year, we will elect the next mayor of
the City of Jackson. However, this election
is no ordinary election. Mississippi’s Capitol
City is at a critical point in its history. Our
city is rapidly declining. Our infrastructure
is crumbling. Our citizens don’t feel safe in
their homes and communities. Our educational system is in crisis. Meaningful and significant economic development has almost
halted completely in areas that need it most,
making it difficult for hardworking Jacksonians to find jobs that will enable them to
provide a better quality of life for themselves
and their families.
While many major cities across the country are experiencing similar issues, Jackson’s
problems have been compounded by what
many feel is ineffective city leadership that is
unwilling and unable to work with key stakeholders to address the city’s most pressing
issues. Given Jackson’s current condition,
many have speculated on whether I will announce my candidacy for Mayor of the City
of Jackson in the upcoming election.
Over the past several months, I have been
in deep prayer and intense consultation with
my family, closest friends and advisers. During this time, as we studied Jackson’s issues
and began to develop solutions and a path
forward, one central and recurring question
emerged: Would LeRoy Walker Jr. be more
valuable to the City of Jackson as its mayor
or as a driving force in the city’s business
and philanthropic communities? I have concluded that, given the current political landscape, I am far more valuable to Jackson in
an expanded capacity within its business and
philanthropic communities. Hence, I will not
run for Mayor of the City of Jackson.
While the city’s obstacles seem insurmountable to many, I am hopeful that, with
the right leadership at every level, Jackson
can become a pillar of both the New South

and the United
States.
However, Jackson’s
future
does
not –and cannot – rest on the
shoulders of the
mayor. Rather,
Jackson’s
future will depend
on substantive
relationships,
partnerships
and collaboraWalker
tion between the
mayor, the city council, state and county
leaders as well as the business community,
the philanthropic community, the faith-based
community and other city stakeholders. Going forward, I hope to assume an expanded
leadership role in the business and philanthropic communities’ efforts to help Jackson
surmount its obstacles and to meet the economic, educational and social needs of the
larger Jackson community.
In addition, I hope to help identify, train
and develop a new cadre of young, bright,
principled and selfless leaders to sustain and
continue the progress we will undoubtedly
make in the coming years.
In closing, as we elect our next mayor and
other city leaders, I urge Jacksonians to cut
through the rhetoric and the rumors and make
educated and well-informed choices on who
is most qualified and best-positioned to lead
Mississippi’s Capitol City. My commitment
to the City of Jackson is unwavering. The city
and its people have been good to me and my
family. I stand ready to partner with our next
mayor to move Jackson forward! The City of
Jackson remains forever in my prayers.
Sincerely,
LeRoy G. Walker Jr.
Servant
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Hinds County School
District Weekly Update
Terry senior selected
for Wendy’s Heisman Award

Byram Middle
“Night of the Arts!”

Congratulations to Terry senior, Walker Shirley, for being
selected as one of Mississippi’s Wendy’s Heisman
awardees. This award is given to high school seniors
who are dedicated to learning, leading and performing.
Recipients must have at least a 3.0 and is a proven leader
and role model in their school and community.

We are so proud of our students and their
performances at the “Night of the Arts”! Thank
you to all of those who came out and helped make
it such a wonderful success. We believe the Arts
are an integral part in a student’s education and
in the making of a well rounded individual. Thank
you parents for supporting this belief.

Pictured L-R: Gary Tabor, assistant principal; Senior
Walker Shirley; Principal Roy Balentine.

Dance

Gary Road Intermediate School
Wide Reading Fair winners

Choir

GRI held its annual reading fair competition recently
and the following students won their divisions:
Division E: Calen Blount, 4th-Dixon – I Survived the
Battle of Gettysburg
Division L: Rosalyn Kendrick, 4th-Robinson – The
Family Under the Bridge
Division D: Mykal-Michele Williams, 3rd Gr-Reed –
Junie B. Jones is not a Crook
Division H: Kaleb Lee, 3rd Gr-Wilder – Four Seasons
Make a Year
Pictured with students is GRI Assistant Principal
Ashley White

Band
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since 1980 I have lived in Jackson, working to
make it better and I want to take all that I have
learned to help all of Ward 7,” she said to a
cheering, standing room only crowd. “I know
Jackson city government, I covered it when I
was a reporter at the Clarion Ledger…when I
worked in public relations for the Jackson Public Schools District and for nearly 16 years I’ve
worked with nearly all of the city departments
when I worked with the Greater Belhaven
Foundation.”
Lindsay understands that the needs of the city
are vast and that it will take everyone working
together to make it better. “Jackson can do better and I am determined to help make that happen,” Lindsay said. “I will approach working
with the Mayor and City Council just as I have
always worked – as a team builder and with respect for each person’s concerns.”
Lindsay identifies herself as a strong, decisive leader who identifies goals and then works
tirelessly to reach them. Her husband Chuck
agrees. “For 34 years, I’ve had a front row seat
watching Virgi work and when she makes up
her mind to do something, she’s a powerful
force,” Chuck, who served on the Jackson Public Schools Board for seven years, said. “She
is able to inspire a diverse group of people to
roll up their sleeves, work together and actually
make good things happen.”
Ward 7 is a microcosim of Jackson, it showcases everything that Jackson can become
and highlights some of the problems the city
is plagued by. “There are some shared issues
that automatically unites Ward 7 that are of

great concern to me: streets, water, sewer and
drainage,” she said. “But I also have tremendous respect for the uniqueness of every neighborhood in Ward 7 and the people who call it
home. I know that in every neighborhood there
are champions who are dedicated to protecting
and improving their community. These are the
dedicated residents who are willing to do the
hard work to make things better.”
Lindsay is on a mission to touch every single
neighborhood in Ward 7. “I already know some
of the leaders and residents of the ward, but I
want to know them all, and work along side
them to make things better,” she said. “I want
to partner with our neighborhoods and use my
vast experience in community development to
help them succeed.”
Lindsay shares as her top priorities for the
ward:
• Repairing streets, water lines, sewer and
drainage
• Making Jackson safer.
• Restoring leadership in Jackson Public
Schools
• Improving and protecting housing for all.
Lindsay is ready to work for everyone in
Ward 7 and all of Jackson. “Because of my vast
experience, the learning curve for me would
not be great,” she said. “I believe in getting
things done through solid planning and organizational structure. I would bring my record
of success and leadership style to the Council
table.”
Please see pictures of Lindsay’s campaign
announcement party on page 4.

Obama
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crammed into Chicago’s McCormick Place
Lakeside Center to see him deliver his farewell
address, while tens of millions more watched
on television.
Obama continued: “We’ve made America a
better, stronger place for the generations that
will follow. We’ve run our leg in a long relay of progress, knowing that our work will
always be unfinished.”
Obama noted that he fulfilled his goal of
making quality, affordable health care not a
privilege, but a right.
After nearly 100 years of talk, and decades of
trying by presidents of both parties, that’s exactly what he did, administration officials said.
Obama said the hardscrabble streets of cities
like Chicago is where change happens.
“After eight years as your president, I still
believe that. And it’s not just my belief. It’s the
beating heart of our American idea – our bold
experiment in self-government,” he said. “It’s
the conviction that we are all created equal, endowed by our Creator with certain unalienable
rights, among them life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It’s the insistence that these
rights, while self-evident, have never been selfexecuting; that ‘We, the People,’ through the
instrument of our democracy, can form a more
perfect union.”
The president highlighted some historic
achievements during his two-term tenure, noting that America is safer. He mentioned the
dismantling of al Qaeda’s leadership, including the operation that killed Osama bin Laden.
Obama, also spoke of his support of the historic
and sweeping rights and protections for LGBT
Americans, and making the country’s immigra-

tion system fairer and safer while also tackling
poverty and investing in communities.
Expanding voting rights, increasing transparency in government and reversing electoral gerrymandering that has contributed to
increased polarization in Congress, were also
among the issues the president tackled in his
farewell address.
In speaking of his successor, Obama vowed
a peaceful transition. However, he also told
Americans not to simply go along with Trump.
“Democracy does not require uniformity.
Our founders quarreled and comprised, and expected us to do the same,” Obama said. “But
they knew that democracy does require a basic sense of solidarity; the idea that for all our
outward differences, we are all in this together;
that we rise or fall as one.”
The president received some of the loudest
cheers of the night when he spoke about the racial tensions in the country.
“After my election, there was talk of a postracial America,” he said. “Such a vision, however well-intended, was never realistic. For
race remains a potent and often divisive force
in our society.”
While progress has been made, Obama said,
“we’re not where we need to be.”
Obama added: “All of us have more work to
do. After all, if every economic issue is framed
as a struggle between a hardworking, white
middle class and undeserving minorities, then
workers of all shades will be left fighting for
scraps while the wealthy withdraw further into
their private enclaves.”
For a transcript of the full speech, visit
https://www.whitehouse.gov/farewell.
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said, “I don’t have the data to support your
positive outlook.” “We are looking at everything and in particular at the recent closure of
Tulane in Madison, that conversation is happening now. We want to make sure that all of
our ducks are in a row and that we are being
as financially responsible as we possibly can.”
Paige understands that getting the community and state involved as well as doing
fundraising in a new way is a must for JSU.
“Listen I’m indebted to this university, it has
had an indelible mark on who I am…its in the
heart of Jackson and should be the premier
university of this state,” he said. “We need
everybody involved in spreading the good
news of JSU, telling those untold stories and
raising money for the university.”
Despite the governor’s recent assertion that
JSU should have its own stadium, Paige said
having a stadium was not a top priority for
him. “On a scale of importance, having a stadium ranks below getting our financial house
in order, it [stadium] ranks below making
sure students have the best on campus experience, he said. “We’ve also got to have some
winning seasons in order to get bodies in a
new stadium.”
Paige said no discussions had taken place
about a change in JSU’s football coaching
staff. “I know this past season was the first
season for our current coach, he has to have
time to learn the players and they’ve got to
have enough time to get acclimated with his
coaching style and expectations,” he said.
“However, as a fan, I know that we don’t
want another season like last year.”
Paige regrets not having been more involved with the national alumni association.
“I’ve given money to JSU in years past and
I’ve been actively involved in groups and

organizations giving to JSU. I did this a lot
while Ronald Mason was president,” he said.
“In retrospect I should have done it through
the alumni and my plans are as long as I’m
able to give and lend my hand and name to
giving efforts not only am I going to do it, but
I will do it through the proper channels of the
alumni association.
Paige believes the alumni association
should have a very active role in the selection of the next president. “We need the best
leader in the country, one that can take Jackson State to its rightful place of being one of
the top institutions in the country and I think
our alumni should be involved in the discussions centered around doing that,” he said. “I
spoke with the alumni association president
last week and she indicated that she had been
in communications with IHL.”
Paige down played the assertions that he
was hired as a hit man by IHL. “First let
me say, that I have the utmost respect for
all members of the IHL, they are top notch
professionals,” he shared. “They charged me
with the responsibility of getting our financial
situation in order and improving academic
performance as I stated earlier and I plan to
do that…you know change can be difficult,
but change is important and sometimes a necessary requirement.”
Paige does not anticipate it taking a long
time to fix the financial problems and get a
new leader for the university. “We’ve got a
lot of work to do, but we are committed to
getting it done and preparing JSU for its next
leader,” he said. “When it comes to the next
person that will become president, we’ve got
to think outside of the box and expand our
vision and simply look for the right person to
lead this remarkable university.

Aviation
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to help you secure that contract for which you
have been waiting.
One of the persons leading the discussion on
the importance of joint ventures and how it can
help your business grow is Michael Russell, vice
chair of Concessions International, LLC and CEO
of H.J. Russell & Company.Michael is the son of
the late philanthropist Herman T. Russell, former
chairman/CEO of H.J. Russell & Company who
passed away Nov. 10, 2014.
Russell, according to his bio, is known as an
innovative thinker and manager who empowers
employees to bring fresh perspectives to their
jobs, spoke with The Mississippi Link via phone.
“I’m excited about being in Mississippi and excited to share my knowledge on joint ventures and
how to sustain businesses with the conference attendees,” he said. “I think its important to know
what you’re entering into and what you bring to
the table.”
Russell, whose companies employ more than
2,400 people and generate revenues of more than
$300 million understands starting out small and
growing your business. “Our concession company started in 1979 in California with less than 20
employees selling basic foods like hotdogs and
sodas. Today his company operates food and beverage concessions in the Top 20 airport regions
in the country, including Miami, Los Angeles,
Atlanta, Dallas and in the nation’s capitol. “I remember starting out as a Disadvantage Business
Enterprise and now we have grown and able to
help other DBEs,” he said. “I think far too often

companies, whether they are minors or majors,
join forces when they don’t really understand
each other.”
Russell said it is critical that people wanting to
grow their businesses attend this conference. “I
think the takeaway for those attending this event,
especially the session that I’m helping to lead will
be, I know what it takes to partner, I know what
it takes to sustain my business and I know my
value,” he said.
Russell said many times when companies enter
into joint business relationships, they do so without understanding the other companies’ worth. “I
think it is important that a major company positions itself to help a minor company grow and a
minor company should position itself to learn all
it can from the major,” he said. “You have to understand what you’re getting out of the relationship and what you bring to the table.”
The days of entering into business relationships
just for the money are gone. “It has to be about
more than the profit,” he said. It has to be about
sutainabilty and knowledge. We need to learn as
much as we can when we enter into agreements.”
Russell joins a host of other conference presenters next week. The event is free and a complimentary lunch will be served.
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers, Golden Triangle
Regional and Gulfport Biloxi International Airports will participate in this event.
For registration information call 601-6643518 or visit http://jmaa.com/2017-aviation-industry-day//

Democrats search for the next Obama

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Contributor

She’s a lawyer by trade and an
accomplished politician who in
November became just the second African-American woman
to become a U.S. Senator.
He’s considered a favorite
to become the next head of the
Democratic National Committee.
Senator Kamala Harris of
California and Rep. Keith Ellison of Minnesota are among the
new movers and shakers of the
Democratic Party.
But, are they the next Barack
Obama?
That’s what many Democrats
are wondering.
Obama’s meteoric rise was
first detected in 2004 – four
years before stunning the world
to become the first black president. He’d given a powerful keynote at the Democratic National
Convention and then went on to
win election to the senate later
that year.
America’s 44th president is
now completing his second and
final term in the Oval Office and
his party is in a state of disarray
after Hillary Clinton’s disappointing loss to Donald Trump
in November.
The unexpected and epic loss
means that Democrats have four

Some Democrats wonder if Kamala Harris (D-Calif.) has what it takes to be the next Obama. This photo was taken during a press conference at the U.S. Justice Department on Feb. 5, 2013. LONNIE TAGUE/JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

COMMENTARY
years to come up with the right
candidate, someone who might
just be African-American or a
woman.
Harris and Ellison are among
the names political watchers have
bandied about along with New
Jersey’s Corey Booker and even
CNN contributor and former
White House aide Van Jones.
“Barack Obama will be a hard
act to follow,” said Riley H. Rog-

ers, the mayor of Dolton, Illinois,
which is just south of the president’s hometown of Chicago.
“Everything came into alignment and facilitated Obama’s
victory.”
Rogers, who was selected as a
floor delegate at the Democratic
National Convention in Philadelphia, Pa., said that Obama is
a brilliant and unique individual
who came at the right time, but
he believes there are others who
can ascend to the national stage

and become leaders.
“There are some bright stars
in the Democratic Party such
as Senator Napoleon Harris and
Congresswoman Robin Kelly,”
Rogers said.
The 6-foot-3 and 250 pound
Harris, a former pro football
player and current Illinois state
senator, made news recently
when he was ambushed by four
men as we was delivering a pizza for a franchise that he owns.
Harris survived the attack and

helped police track down his assailants, who were later linked to
a murder.
Kelly succeeded Jesse Jackson
Jr. as the Illinois lawmaker in the
House of Representatives and
she’s been mentioned throughout
the Chicago area for more than a
decade as a potential star.
Rogers, a member of the African-American Mayors Association, said there’s a need for
someone with new ideas and
leaders with a vision.
“Not just the same ideas of the
past,” he said. “The next elected
official who captures that energy
can be successful, but it won’t be
easy.”
Several others noted that Corey Booker, who was on the short
list for vice president under Clinton before she chose Tim Kaine,
has to be considered as a rising
star.
“There’s Kamala Harris and
Senator Corey Booker who has
risen to fame because of his
youth, fresh ideas and political
intellect,” said Jasmine Burney,
a Florida-based political consultant and founder of the online
community, “Chicks ‘n Politics.”
Burney continued: “Booker
possesses the same hope that
Obama had when he was first
introduced to us during his first
DNC speech, which mirrored

a speech Booker gave this past
summer at the DNC.”
Booker has proven to have the
political stamina needed to take
on a seat in the United States
Congress when there have only
been a total of nine [AfricanAmericans] in that seat in U.S.
history, she said.
“Now, there are 10 with the
addition of Senator Kamala Harris who is only the second African-American woman in United
States history to hold that seat,”
Burney said. “Harris is paving
the way for many minorities
to follow as she currently employs the only African-American Legislative Director in the
Senate. She’s reaching back as
she climbs and training a team
around her for a successful term
and possibly a move to the next
level of leadership.”
Much is to be said about rising
stars who aren’t already holding
an office, Burney noted, adding
that Van Jones and Angela Rye
both fit that mold.
“Both are political commentators and they each lead political
firms that focus on an array of
issues from technology to environmental justice,” she said.
“Their depth on the issues make
them a real asset as advisors,
cabinet members or even highprofile seats in the future.”
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Virgi Lindsay Announcement Party
Jackson City Council Ward 7 seat
PHOTOS BY DAVID SPRAYBERRY
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Twelve JPS Middle School students
qualify as Duke TIP Scholars
Mississippi Link Newswire
In the 2015-2016 school
year,
Jackson
Public
Schools had 12 seventhgrade scholars who qualified for state-level recognition based on their ACT
sub-scores on three or more
parts of the ACT. Many
of these middle schoolers
achieved ACT scores that
were at or above the state
average of 19, and at least
two students scored at or
above the national average
of 21.
As participants in Duke
University’s Talent Identification Program, these
scholars and their families
received test preparation
materials; tools to interpret
their scores; access to extended learning programs
during the school year and
summer; college prep services; and other resources.
The 2015-2016 Duke TIP
scholars from Jackson Public Schools are:
• Sydney Shaw, Northwest IB, 18
• Mikayla Smith, Northwest IB, 18
• Hanna Bengten, Bailey

Four of the Duke TIP Scholars with JPS Middle Schools Chief Academic Officer Chinelo Evans
APAC, 23
• Leandrea Clay, Bailey
APAC, 21
• Eleanor Goodwin, Bailey APAC, 22
• Camille Halverson,
Bailey APAC, 20
• Kennedy Hewitt, Bailey APAC, 20

• Madison Huddleston,
Bailey APAC, 20
• John Sewell, Bailey
APAC, 20
• Vitor da Silva, Bailey
APAC, 20
• Ashton Shannon, Bailey APAC, 19
• Destinee Turner, Bai-

ley APAC, 22
Duke University’s Talent
Identification Program offers two talent searches: the
Fourth–Sixth Grade Talent Search and the Seventh
Grade Talent Search. Both
programs give students the
opportunity to take above-

grade level tests.
In
the
Fourth–Sixth
Grade Talent Search, students take the EXPLORE
test for eighth graders;
while participants in the
Seventh
Grade
Talent
Search take the ACT or
SAT college entrance exam.

Chick-Fil-A establishes Second Mile
scholarship for Callaway students
Mississippi Link Newswire
The
Jackson
Public
School District recently
said goodbye to our friend
and colleague, William
Trammell III who was the
principal at Callaway High
School. His loss greatly impacted not only our district
employees and scholars but
the community as well.
Callaway’s
adopter,
Chick-Fil-A,
Northpark
Mall location, was deeply
moved by the news of his
passing and responded immediately by going to the
school to offer their condolences. Discussions also
began with Thea Faulkner,
director of Partners in Education, regarding how they
could honor his legacy.
As a result of those conversations, the WT3 Second
Mile Scholarship Award
was established. Scholars
at Callaway were often
seen displaying “WT3” as
a visual representation of
their thoughts and support
of Trammell during his illness.
The concept of “The
Second Mile” is a component of Chick-fil-A’s customer service, based on
Matthew 5:41 NKJV: And
whoever compels you to go
one mile, go with him two.

Callaway adopters Chick-fil-A established the WT3 scholarship as a tribute to late principal William Trammell III, right. Chuconna Anderson,
left, is an assistant principal at the school.
Morgan Koon, the location’s franchise owner, also
believed that this concept
captured Trammell’s legacy
of dedication, commitment
and loyalty to his scholars

and school staff.
The WT3 Second Mile
Scholarship Award will
provide $500 annually to
a college-bound Callaway
High School graduate who

has positively impacted the
student body at Callaway
High School.
“Mr. Trammell was an
amazing man who truly
loved his students,” said

Koon. “We hope that this
scholarship will honor
his legacy of going above
and beyond to support the
scholars of Callaway High
School.”

State Board Of
Education approves
JPS Corrective
Action Plan

Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi State Board of Education
voted to approve the corrective action plan for
JPS during a regular meeting held December
15, 2016. The revised plan includes more specifics, including clearly defined timelines for
taking action to resolve the issues uncovered
during MDE audits. As the district carries out
the approved plan, the Mississippi Department
of Education will continue to monitor its progress.
JPS Board members and administrators acknowledged the serious nature of the concerns
at some schools and are committed to working with MDE to resolve those concerns. Paula
Vanderford, MDE interim chief of research
and development, offered continued support
and assistance as JPS administrators, staff and
teachers implement the approved CAP.
JPS School Board President Beneta Burt
and interim Superintendent Freddrick Murray
expressed hopefulness about moving forward
and appreciation for the efforts of Vanderford
and her team.
“One of the things that is going to help us
with the timeline is the manner we are working with MDE and working out some of these
issues,” said Burt. “That will make a major
difference in terms of getting feedback as we
make corrections. They are available and accessible, and that level of communication has
already made a difference and will continue to
make a difference as we go through this process to move the district forward.”
“I would like to personally thank MDE,”
said Murray. “We sat together for two, three
hours and talked about what was necessary
for getting the CAP approved. We made those
adjustments, and we think we have a product
that will allow us to move our district back to
accredited status.”
Murray pointed to progress already being
made in facilities and transportation. GPS has
been installed on buses to provide data that will
assist with tracking arrival and departure, routing, and maintenance of the District’s fleet. In
facilities, fire extinguishers, and other immediate issues, especially those related to safety
have already been addressed. The Board approved the use of $750,000 of the district’s
fund balance to cover facilities and transportation needs.
JPS administrators agreed that the Corrective Action Plan is designed to help JPS improve schools and will require the support of
every stakeholder. The school board has taken
the lead by adopting a policy change that has
expanded the disciplinary actions that can be
taken in schools to ensure safe and orderly
schools so that all students can learn.
The district has broad community support
and suggests that individuals interested in helping our schools coordinate their plans with the
Office of Partners in Education to learn specific
ways to be involved in our schools.
One suggestion offered by Murray is assistance with ACT preparation sessions on weekends for high school students. ACT performance
data for high school students is part of the new
accountability model for school districts.
Community supporters should contact the
JPS Partners in Education office at (601) 9608905 to learn more specific ways to be involved
in our schools.
View the JPS Corrective Action Plan at
http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us/cms/lib011/
MS01910533/Centricity/Domain/1251/cap_
approved.pdf
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Paige urges business leaders Dr. David Carter
thrives
as
a
dentist
and elected state officials
in Louisiana
to ramp up support for JSU
By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com
During Capital Day for the
Mississippi Economic Council (MEC) Thursday, Jackson
State University interim President Rod Paige urged legislators
and business leaders to continue
helping JSU move forward as
one of the state’s most powerful and prestigious economic
engines despite the HBCU’s financial challenges.
The MEC event provided
hundreds of attendees an opportunity to network with statewide
elected officials to discover
what’s on tap for the upcoming
legislative session.
Speaking inside the downtown Marriott, Paige – who had
shared the stage with Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant, Secretary
of State Delbert Hosemann and
MEC chair Robin Robinson –
said he’s committed to proving
to leaders that they can “count
on us facing those challenges
head on, overcoming them and
helping the university advance
even further because Mississippi needs Jackson State, and
the city of Jackson needs Jackson State.” Several key presenters agreed that JSU plays a vital role in the state’s expanding
economy.
In addition, Paige said the
urban university has provided
thousands of jobs statewide and
beyond and launched the careers
of many JSU alumni, which include a number of elected state
lawmakers.
He described the university as
a place that always will provide
opportunities, even for people
like himself who really “just

Carter

JSU interim President Rod Paige urges an audience of business leaders and politicians attending Capital
Day for the Mississippi Economic Council to continue supporting Jackson State University, citing the
institution’s economic impact on the city and state. Paige spoke to hundreds Thursday morning inside the
downtown Marriott. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/JSU
wanted to play football” when
he was a student at the urban
institution many decades earlier.
However, the proud JSU alum
has enjoyed a stellar career that
included serving as U.S. Secretary of Education during the administration of President George
W. Bush.
Previously, he had been a head
football coach at JSU; a dean at
Texas Southern University; and
superintendent of the Houston
Independent School District –
one of the largest educational
systems in the country.
He told legislators and business leaders that JSU still has
the potential to advance even
further because they are “the
wind (beneath) the wings” of

JSU that’s helping the university
soar higher.
Paige expressed gratitude to
the stakeholders for their willingness to inspire progress and
their desire to help propel the
careers of all JSU students –
past, present and future.
He then asked the politicians
and business leaders to continue to “guide us and support us
because we’re not just talking
about an institution for some of
us but rather for all of us.”
And, as an example of student
commitment, he referred to recent graduate Keith Kennard,
who returned to college after a
long hiatus by enrolling at Jackson State at age 52. While at
JSU, Kennard maintained full-

time employment as a nurse
at Atlanta’s Emory University
Hospital.
For two years, the single father of four boys traveled to
Jackson from Atlanta for Monday night classes, staying in the
city until Thursday. Then, he
would return to the Peach state
for his 12-hour weekend shifts
at Emory.
Paige praised JSU for changing lives of individuals such
as Kennard just as “education
made my transformation possible.”
As he looked back on his own
life, Paige particularly credited
the people at Jackson State, saying “they coached me and guided me.”

Third time’s the charm; Jackson State
University’s Ward elected Region III delegate
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Kimberly Jones-Ward, school
certifying official/benefits counselor in Jackson State’s Veteran
and Military Student Support
Center in the Department of Student Affairs, was recently elected to the National Association of
Veterans Program Administrators (NAVPA) as a Region III
delegate for the third time.
“We are continuously striving to enhance our services and
support of veteran and military
students here at Jackson State
University. We are very happy
to have Mrs. Ward continue to
represent not only our university but our state on the national
level,” said Latoya Reed, director of the Veterans and Military
Student Support Center.
Founded in 1975, NAVPA is a

Jones-Ward
nationally recognized organization of program administrators
who work for universities and
colleges, trade schools and apprenticeship programs throughout the nation to ensure that student veterans are provided the
best service and most accurate
access to their GI Bill benefits.

As a delegate, Jones-Ward
stays informed of all changes the
veterans administration makes
from year to year and works on
initiatives to help improve and
enhance the GI Bill.
Additionally, she connects
with personnel from colleges
and universities throughout the
nation that serve military student
populations.
“I am confident that she will
continue to represent Region III
well and will provide invaluable
input to the United States Veterans Administration on improving the GI Bill and ensuring that
our student veterans are provided access to deserving benefits
and services,” Reed added.
Although the primary scope of
NAVPA is education, the board
of directors also works in con-

cert with the U.S. departments
of Veterans Affairs, Education
and Defense to promote the
improvement and development
of all opportunities to veterans
and their dependents, for their
personal growth and fullest potential.
As a member of the NAVPA
board of directors, Jones-Ward
is in direct contact with these
federal agencies, as well as having input with the U.S. House of
Representatives and Senate Veterans Affairs Committees, the
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions
Officers, the National Association of College and University
Business Officers and other national and regional professional
organizations concerning NAVPA’s mission.

Alicia “Cookie” Spiller expands her budding business in Natchez
The Mississippi Link Newswire
With her budding business
Thee Cookie Jar, Alcorn State
University alumna Alicia “Cookie” Spiller gives artists in the
Mississippi and Louisiana area
a place to tap into their creative
abilities.
Thee Cookie Jar, located in
Natchez, Miss., is an artistic pursuit that initially specialized in
photography. Currently, the business offers both photographic
and art sessions for all ages.
In December, Spiller took her
business to the next level by adding The Sip and Paint Shop, a
branch of Thee Cookie Jar that
provides customers the opportunity to uncork their favorite wine

Spiller
and paint with their friends and
family.
“It is very fun and relaxing,”
said Spiller, who earned a master’s degree in computer and information science from Alcorn
in 2014. “It is not only limited to
adults age 21 and older, but I also
provide sessions for people of all

ages.”
Louisiana culture influenced
Spiller to bring her vision to life
in Natchez.
“I was inspired by my multiple
visits to Painting With a Twist
Studios in Baton Rouge and New
Orleans. I knew that my expansion would be progressive for
the historic city of Natchez, and
would be embraced by the MissLou.”
Expanding her business is a
fulfilled milestone in Spiller’s
career. She said that more expansion is on the way.
“It felt really great to move
forward into a new dimension by
adding a new component to Thee
Cookie Jar. I plan to expand into

a multifunctional art studio that
would cater to all of the customers’ artistic needs. Also, it is my
goal to provide a place where
tourists can come and buy collectibles or souvenirs to take
home to their loved ones.”
Spiller is one of many individuals who are living their dream.
She sees her business as a blessing.
“I am grateful for the opportunity to offer services I enjoy.
Thee Cookie Jar is not a job to
me; it is my passion. The best is
yet to come.”
For more information on Thee
Cookie Jar and The Sip and
Paint Shop, contact Spiller at
(601) 653-9802.

Mississippi Link Newswire
One Alcorn State University
alumnus is making an impact
in his community by enhancing the smiles of others.
Dr. David Carter, who
earned both bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in biology
from Alcorn in 2008 and 2010,
owns Impressive Smiles Family Dentistry with his wife,
Adriane White, in Zachary,
La.
The dentistry offers a wide
array of services from basic
dentistry, cosmetics, dental
implants, sedation dentistry
and more.
Had it not been for the tutelage of another Alcorn alumnus, Carter may not have made
it this far. He credits his studies under Dr. Anthony Newman for his love of dentistry.
“I was inspired to pursue
dentistry after shadowing Dr.
Newman,” said Carter. “He
really showed me the joy that
can come out of dentistry. Af-

ter shadowing him, I was confident that dentistry was the
profession for me. I knew that
I wanted to own a business,
and a dentistry was the perfect
business for me to open.”
Carter often reflects on his
humble beginnings. He still
finds himself in awe of how
far he has come.
“I wake up and thank my
Savior for putting me in this
position. Sometimes, I sit back
and reflect on how far He has
brought me. I not only have an
opportunity to serve my community, but I also have the opportunity to empower young
individuals by being the example they may need.”
Carter is happy to fulfill his
purpose.
“I enjoy making people
smile. By doing that, I am living my dream.”
For more information about
Impressive Smiles Family
Dentistry, visit http://ismiles.
dental.

Shalonda Brinkley earns
master’s degree from the
University of Southern MS

Brinkley
Mississippi Link Newswire
With hard work and determination, Alcorn State
University alumna Shalonda
Brinkley successfully furthered her education.
Her hard work paid off
Dec. 16, when she earned
a master’s degree in child
and family studies from the
University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. She
earned a bachelor’s degree
in the same field from Alcorn in 2014.
Brinkley has always been
fascinated with how children
are affected by the actions of
their families.
“I was prompted to study
child and family studies because I was curious about
how children are impacted
by their families from infancy to adulthood, and how

families impact children
without realizing the influence they have on them,”
said Brinkley.
“I have a passion for
young children and their early development.”
An ever-changing field is
what motivated Brinkley to
pursue her master’s degree.
She said that furthering her
education was the key to
learning new skills.
“I realized that child development is an area of
growth, and the only way
to remain up to par with the
latest trends and information
was to take my education
to the next level. Earning a
master’s degree will help
in my career because of my
more in-depth knowledge
and understanding of child
development.”
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It’s a new day!

By Robert E. McCallum
Guest Writer
As we enter this
New Year, I am reminded that Apostle
Paul gave us some
advice that has with
stood the test of time.
“Brethren, I count
not myself to have apprehended:
but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things
which are before,” Phil 3:13-14.
I don’t know of any more relevant and practical advice for us at
the start of a brand new year. I am
convinced that if we would dare
to embrace this radical resolve, it
would literally revolutionize our
life and bless your new year. The
Apostle Paul resolved that he is not
going to allow last year’s experiences to affect his future.
If you are serious about having a
great new year, I want to talk to you
about some resolutions; some commitments which I guarantee will
make a radical difference in your
life if you follow through on them.
In fact, I want to offer you a way of
starting the New Year which could
significantly change your life.
If you will make three commitments that God in His Word encourages you to make, I guarantee
you that the start of 2017 will be
one of the best years of your life.
First of all, forget your failures.
All of us have failed in some way
in our lives over the last year.
For many of us, our failures are
painful memories. Maybe for you
it is a memory of how you failed in

a relationship. You made the wrong
decisions, said and did the wrong
things, and your relationship ended.
Some of you who are parents
probably know that you failed your
children in some way. Many of us
are aware that we have failed our
parents and it’s more than likely
that many of us know that most
of all we have failed ourselves in
some ways. More than all of these,
many of us live with the painful
memory of failing our God.
God’s word is saying that we
must not allow ourselves to be
bogged down by the baggage of
past failures so much so that it
stops us from moving forward into
the future that God has for us. 2017
is your year and it is a good time
to stop being chained to your past
failures.
God is saying here in His Word
that he doesn’t want you to go
through your life branding and
beating yourself as a failure. The
beautiful thing about receiving
Christ into our life as Lord is, we
receive Christ’s forgiveness and
that allows us to forgive ourselves
and forget our failures.
Secondly, give up your grudges. In the book of Colossians, the
Apostle Paul encourages us, “Bear
with each other and forgive each
other whatever grievances you may
have against one another. Forgive
as the Lord forgave you” Col 3:13.
God is challenging you directly
and personally to give up your
grudges. That is what he means
when he says forgive each other
whatever grievances you may have

against one another. Just let it go!
It is a new year. Decide today that
you will let all past grudges go.
You cannot go forward holding and
harboring grudges.
What is a grudge? A grudge is
a deep ongoing resentment that
we cultivate in our hearts against
someone else. A grudge is an unforgiving spirit that leads to unforgiving attitudes and unforgiving actions. Harboring a grudge is about
nursing a dislike for someone. I
think I need to tell you, grudges
are dangerous because they are destructive.
Grudges destroy marriages.
Grudges destroy families. Grudges
ruin friendships and yes grudges
split churches. If you truly want to
be happy and free, resolve within
yourself, it’s a new day, and let it
go.
God says to you in His word,
“Don’t sentence yourself to prison.” Set yourself free. Give up
your grudges “forgive each other
whatever grievances you may have
against one another.”
According to God’s word the
way to give up a grudge is to forgive a grievance. You need to be
reminded that grudges are not just
destructive they are also self-destructive. When you hold a grudge
against someone you will hurt
yourself as much and perhaps more
than you will hurt the person you
are holding it against. Let It go.
Thirdly, restore your relationships. The word of God says, “If it
is possible, as far as it depends on
you, live at peace with everyone.”
Romans 12:18.

D

The important phrase there is,
as far as it depends on you. God
by using that phrase is personally
challenging each one of us to do
all we can to restore our relationships. The Lord wants you to do
everything you can to restore any
relationships that have gone wrong
in your life. When God’s word says
here as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone,” it is
saying if you have caused a rift in
a relationship then you have a responsibility to do everything you
can to restore it. That everything
includes the one thing we all probably find most difficult, asking for
forgiveness.
This is a new day. I don’t know
about you but I want this year to be
the best ever. What about you? Well
if you are serious, why don’t you
start by doing these three things,
forget your failures, give up your
grudges, and restore your relationships. God will honor his word and
you will be blessed, as a result.
Pastor Robert E. McCallum, a
native of Jackson, presently resides
in Madison, with his wife, Carolyn. Together they have four children: Robert, Tiffany, Terrell and
Timothy. He is a 1975 graduate
of Jackson State University where
he earned a Bachelor’s degree in
history. He received a Master’s
Degree in divinity from Wesley
Biblical Seminary and Reformed
Theological Seminary of Jackson.
He taught in the Jackson Public
School System for 18 years. He
presently is the pastor of Priestley
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church
in Canton.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 1000 W. Ridgeway
St., Jackson, Voices of Love will
present “A King’s Dream 2017,”
featuring Jackson’s M.L.K. Interdenominational Mass Choir Jan.
15, at 3 p.m. For more information
call 601-366-5463. Rev. Reginald
Buckley is the pastor.
Mount Olive Missionary Baptist
Church, 111 Mount Olive Church
Rd., Flora, Inspirational Choir will
celebrate its 24th choir anniversary
Saturday, Jan. 21, at 3 p.m. This
year’s theme is “We Have Come
To Celebrate!” Guest choirs will
also render songs of praise. For
more information, call 601-8533100. Rev. Glenn Dale Robinson

St., Jackson, aerobics ministry will
host its 2017 New Year Fitness
Challenge which began Jan. 9,
and will continue through Feb. 27.
The challenge will include regular
aerobics classes and fitness challenge. For more information, call
601-454-1414 or 601-260-7310.
To contact the church, call 601Greater Pearlie Grove Mission- 362-6447. Rev. Vincent V. Russell
ary Baptist Church, 1640 County is the pastor.
Line Rd., Jackson, will host “Super
Bowl 50 – Come As You Are Sun- College Hill Missionary Baptist
day” Jan. 31, from 7:15 a.m.– 1:30 Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackp.m. For more information call son, Children and Youth Ministries
601-354-2026. Rev. Stephen F. will sponsor Martin Luther King
Day of Service Jan. 16, beginning
Mason is the pastor.
at 9 a.m. For more information, call
Greater Fairview Missionary 601-355-2670. Dr. Michael T. WilBaptist Church, 2545 Newport liams is the pastor.
is the pastor.
Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245
Tunica St., Jackson, will host its
First Lady’s appreciation program
Jan. 29, at 8 a.m. For more information call 601-969-3511 or visit
www.mountnebochurch.com. Rev.
John A. Wicks Jr. is the pastor.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Message from
the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

From one holiday to next.
I really love this time of
year!
Our country will come together Jan. 16 to celebrate
a dynamic man, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., one of the
greatest civil rights icon to ever live. His
service to mankind will live for generations to come. To commemorate his legacy, please read the article that I’ve provided for your enjoyment on page 9.
Another great day I’d like to share with
you is Jan. 18, the 25th anniversary of
John and Daphne Higgins.
During our years of marriage, we have
had two beautiful children, we have lost
dear family members to death, we have
cried together, we have laughed together,
we have played together, and we continue
to grow older and spiritually together.
Our lives have been filled with so much
love that sometimes I wonder if other people can be as happy as we are.
Now, don’t get me wrong. During the
past 25 years, I’ve wanted to pack his
bags a time or two and put them on the
curb for the garbage man and I’m sure
that he’s had the same thought, but it has
never happened and I can assure you that
it never will. Our union is one that was
truly ordained by God and is one that will
last for eternity.
I’ve had some family members ask
what are you going to do differently this
year and I love their expressions when I
say, “differently – when you have someone who loves you unconditionally, why
would you want to change anything.” Of
course, I know what they really mean, but
as a woman who truly loves the man God
gave her, the best gift in my life from John
is John (but don’t tell him).
So, I find myself celebrating two wonderful men in one week. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and John Higgins Sr. Thank
you God for these wonderful and unselfish
men.
While many others are driving with the
car headlights on, taking a day off work,
watching a special documentary, or just
sleeping in late in observance of the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, take a second, moment and/or day to celebrate the
ones you love and those who love you.
As I often ask you to do, share your
news of love with others. This week, I
have chosen to share the love of a national
leader and the love of a husband and wife,
yet there is a greater love and bond that we
all share with our heavenly Father.
Remember the verse that I often share
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for
news in and around the state of Mississippi, would like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your news and the
news of your places of worship.
To share your news contact Daphne M.
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com,
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

S U B S C R I B E TO DAY !

The
Mississippi
Link
For more information please call:
601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”
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Seeking your preferred future
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“Congratulations on winning the award
for the best Literacy Awareness organization in the
state of Texas! It is because of
your commitment to spreading the gospel of literacy that
you have received this recognition.” I and the other board
members exchanged confused
glances with each other as
the board retreat workshop
presenter read the statement.
When he finished, he looked at
our puzzled faces and smiled.
After a few seconds, he asked
us if any of us knew about the
award. We all shook our heads
and asked simultaneously
“When did we get the award?”
“October…2017” was his answer.
Noting that we were

stunned by his answer, he then
explained that the concept of
preferred futuring was about
thinking about a specific future for an organization. He
then asked us to brainstorm
about specific changes that
would have to be made in the
next year to put us in position
to receive the award.
In addition, he reminded us
that unlike goal setting, which
was focused on solving specific problems in an organization,
preferred futuring focused on
transforming systems within
an organization. His point was
that if you transform an organization systemically you get
the results you want.
I’d never heard of the idea
of preferred futuring, but it
struck me that what he was
teaching was similar to what
the bible mentions in Isaiah
46:9-10 “I am God, and there
is no one like Me, Declaring
the end and the result from the

beginning….” Like the scripture indicates, the idea of having a preferred future is looking at your life not from the
perspective of what has happened in the past but knowing
before you start what the end
result will be. It’s like leaping
forward in time without having a time machine.
What moves you forward
toward your preferred future
isn’t what you want to do, but
what you believe is already
done. Living this kind of life
requires reminding yourself
that you’ve already won your
battles! For example, instead
of starting 2017 saying you
need to lose 30 pounds, you
start it by saying you’ve already lost that the weight…
and here’s how it happened.
You then focus on fulfilling
the specific steps.
To live in your preferred future, you have to start making
changes to your life by being

honest about where you are
currently and how you got
there.
Another important change
is that you have to make the
distinction between what you
want to have and what you
must have. To get to your
preferred future, you have to
focus more on what you must
have and not settle for simply
what you want (which might
be less than God’s best for
your life). It’s about changing
all of your life and not just two
or three areas.
Next week, we’ll take a look
at some key questions you can
ask yoaurself as you move towards the preferred future that
God has designed for your life.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller
“Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose after a
Relationship Ends.” She may
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

A Reverend who brought us change
Special to The Mississippi Link
As we celebrate the man,
the milestone, and his mission, I’d like to share a brief
bio of an extraordinary man
– Martin Luther King Jr.
January 15, 1929, is the
birthdate of (Rev.) Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. This man
of God was born on a Sunday, of all days and how appropriate, that another one
of God’s chosen sons will
be delivered to mankind on
the holiest day of the week.
Had he lived, Dr. King would
have been a senior citizen of
88 years old, but as many of
us know, he died at 39 years
of age.
In retrospect, Dr. King
ended America’s apartheid.
His first victory was 385
days long and resulted in the
end of segregation. But that
victory did not come without many hardships, which
included the bombing of his
home and his 13 arrests.
With the black church as
his base, Dr. King’s platform was the pulpit of the
black church. He formed the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference in 1957,
with the Reverend Ralph
Abernathy and others. They
launched non-violent protests throughout the south.
Among the methods used
to challenge the segregated
system were sit-ins, boycotts and freedom rides. His
movement was with college
students who were jailed for
protesting.

King was a dynamic
speaker, one of the greatest orators America has
produced. To hear his deep
baritone voice was to hear
conviction and pure power of
moral authority and audacity.
He spoke with moral authority and challenged America
to live up to its Constitution. Indeed, he spoke truth
to power. In doing so, he was
often threatened, his house
bombed, and eventually he
was killed for his beliefs.
The King voice was regal. He was authentic and
an elegant speaker. His nonviolence methods were patterned after Gandhi. His
most famous speech, “I Have
a Dream” was delivered in
1963 in Washington D.C., at
the March on Washington.
The speech was an outright
challenge to the American
government on jobs and free-

dom.
He was a prolific writer
whose essays are numerous.
One of his most powerful
essays is “The Letter from
the Birmingham Jail” which
was written on scraps of paper and was an appeal to the
clergy to join him in his position for his righteous cause
and explaining why he was
in jail.
King earned the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1964 for his
non-violence approach. He is
the youngest person ever to
have received the award. By
this time, he was recognized
globally for his efforts.
He was just a young minister on a mission to preach
God’s Word when he was
summoned by the organizers
of a bus boycott in Birmingham.
That summons was a direct
result of a seamstress named

Rosa Parks who had been
arrested because she would
not give up her seat on the
front of the bus. December
1, 1955, a movement began
and Dr. King was introduced
to the world.
During the late 50s and
early 60s, Dr. King and many
supporters of the Civil Rights
movement brought a new racial awareness to America
that so many born in this
country tried to ignore. In
1963, this awareness was
shared on the largest stages in
America. The historic March
on Washington was held on
August 28, 1963; an event
that drew more than 200,000
people to the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC. This
is where Dr. King’s speech,
“I Have A Dream” was delivered.
The Civil Rights Struggle
continued years after that
speech but because of the
growing support of the mission of equality through the
acts of Dr. King and others,
the Voting Rights Act of
1965 was passed. Many more
accomplishments followed.
On April 3, 1968, Dr.
King’s life was taken by an
assassin, James Earl Ray.
Dr. King’s life, his works,
and his love for all mankind
put this country on a better
course for equality. Yes, we
still have a long way to go
but thank you Dr. King for
helping us not to be afraid of
the mountaintop as we continue to pursue the dream!
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Doing God’s will
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
We read these
words in John 14:1214, “Verily, verily,
I say unto you, He
that believeth on me,
the works that I do
shall he do also; and
greater works than these shall he do;
because I go unto my Father. And
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name,
that will I do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask
any thing in my name, I will do it.”
This is a great promise that God
has given to us. It is important that
we know these promises and that we
keep them as we walk each day with
Him and recognize that the judgement of God is based upon our response to Him.
The Lord is good, and we can do
His Will because of our faith in Him.
We must do His will in our hearts
and lives. We should always look to
the Lord. He is the only One who can
help us. When we face the judgment
bar of God, He will either say, “Well
done, My good and faithful servant”
or “Depart from Me, you worker of
iniquity.” Now is the time to look to
Him and seek His leadership and His
guidance in our lives. The most important thing is to do His will.
As the church, we need the Holy
Spirit to direct us and to show us
the way. We need the Holy Spirit
in order to know God’s Will for our
lives. We each need to know where
we stand in our walk with the Lord.
God is very persistent in helping us
to know right and wrong in life. We
have an enemy, and that enemy is
Satan. In the Old Testament books
of Isaiah and Jeremiah, the prophets
repeatedly let the people know that
they needed to listen. If we do not
listen to what God is saying to us,
then we will never know whether we
are doing what is right in His sight or

doing what pleases self; we must do
what pleases the Lord.
God is bringing judgment on
America today because people are
not obeying His Word. God watches over us if we will trust and obey
Him. He will protect us if we look
to Him for leadership and guidance.
Often the Lord tries to warn people
ahead of time that they should not go
a certain way and that they should
be obedient to what He wants them
to do. We need to have open hearts
and minds, and listen to what God is
saying. When He warns us, then we
need to obedient.
We need to be able to share with
the world that they need to know
the Lord Jesus. If they do not know
Him, then we need to show them
what it means to follow the Lord
and depend on Him. We may be the
only testament that they have, even
though the Bible is available to everyone.
The world cannot give people
what they need, so we need to show
them that God is One in whom they
can trust. They can depend on Him.
He is our Savior, our Lord and Master. The world needs to know Jesus.
When people do not know Him, the
results are tragic.
I thank the Lord for all that He has
done for me; however, that will not
do others any good unless I am able
to share it in such a way that God
will be honored and blessed. In Jesus’ intercessory prayer, He desired
that we would be one with Him.
More than anything else, I want to
be one with the Lord.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31
Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669.
He is married to Velma L. Green. He
is a member of the National Association of Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as chairman of the Southeastern Association
of The Church of God, Inc.
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Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

SUNDAY

Place your
church ad here.
For details call
601-896-0084

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.
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SFC makes record breaking gift
to Friends of Children’s Hospital

Prognosis good for Gov.
William Winter following
fall, head injury

The Mississippi Link Newswire

UMMC

On January 10, Century
Club Charities, host organization for the Sanderson Farms
Championship, presented a
record-breaking $1.125 million to Friends of Children’s
Hospital, the fundraising arm
for Batson Children’s Hospital, part of Children’s of Mississippi.
This year’s donation will be
designated to the $100 million Children’s of Mississippi
“Growing Campaign.” The
funds raised in this capital
campaign will help UMMC
expand and update space dedicated to pediatric care, including an expanded and renovated neonatal intensive care
unit (NICU); additional rooms
for the pediatric intensive care
unit, more operating rooms,
and the creation of an imaging
clinic for pediatric patients.
Peter Marks, Century Club
Charities president, said, “The
mission of Century Club Char-

ities is to promote the game
of golf to benefit Mississippi
charities. Having Sanderson
Farms as our title sponsor enables us to give a nice donation
to Friends of Children’s Hospital in support of Children’s of
Mississippi’s “Growing Campaign,” which fulfills our mission of benefiting the children
of Mississippi.”

Friends of Children’s Hospital Chairman of the Board,
Sara Ray, added, “Friends
of Children’s Hospital is so
thankful for the support provided by Century Club Charities and the Sanderson Farms
Championship. The contribution from the 2016 tournament
is incredible and it will enable
Friends to make a huge step

toward fulfilling the goal of
the capital campaign.”
“Sanderson Farms became
a title sponsor of the tournament because of its philanthropy,” said Joe Sanderson,
CEO and chairman of the
Board of Sanderson Farms.
“As a good corporate citizen,
Sanderson Farms gives back
to others in the communities
where we live. Making a contribution of this magnitude to
Children’s of Mississippi at a
time when expansion and updates of pediatric care at Batson Children’s Hospital and
UMMC are being planned is
heart-warming to all of us at
Sanderson Farms.”
“This year was perfect all
around, from the weather and
golf course, to the volunteer,
sponsor and spectator support. All of this combined has
translated into a record contribution to Friends of Children’s
Hospital,” said Executive Director Steve Jent.

CPSD seeks community feedback in superintendent search
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Two community interest
meetings will be held Thursday
in the Clinton Public School
District’s search for a new superintendent.
The meetings are hosted by
the Clinton school board. They

will be held Jan. 12 in the Clinton High School Auditorium.
The first meeting is 4 p.m.
and is open to any CPSD employee – teachers, administrators and staff. The second
meeting is 6 p.m. and is open
to any community stakeholder

– parents, business owners,
civic groups, and anyone else
interested. CPSD employees
are welcome at this meeting but
are encouraged to attend the 4
p.m. session.
The school board is working with the Mississippi School

Senators Hillman T. Frazier and John
Horhn honored painter who raised
awareness of Tuskegee Airmen

The Senate unveiled and accepted “Surprise!,” a painting by renowned McComb aviation artist and historian
Clint Martin, honoring the historic accomplishments of the Tuskegee Airmen, the African-American 332nd
Fighter Group that battled in World War II. Senator Hillman T. Frazier, who attended the unveiling, January 5,
congratulated Martin on his achievement.
The painting is hung on the southern wall of Senate Room 210, where it will be viewed by countless visitors
to the building over time. It depicts the 332nd groups’ August 30, 1944, aerial attack that destroyed about 150
enemy aircraft hidden beneath stacks of hay at Grosswardein Airfield in Romania.
Senate President Pro Tempore Terry C. Burton, who along with Senator John Horhn, unveiled the painting,
said it was important to honor the history of those who forged the path for America’s freedom, especially at a
time when much of the country including the United States Armed Forces, was segregated.

Boards Association in the
search process.
The current superintendent,
Phil Burchfield, is retiring in
June after serving nine school
years as CPSD superintendent
and 42 total years in public
education.

Former Mississippi Gov.
William Winter is recovering
well at the University of Mississippi Medical Center following a head injury and should
move from the neuroscience
intensive care unit Tuesday to
a regular room, his doctor says.
Winter, 93, slipped on ice
on the driveway of his Jackson
home late Saturday morning,
suffering a traumatic head injury, including a small brain
bleed, and multiple lacerations.
Dr. Gilbert Mbeo, his neurologist and traumatic brain
injury specialist, said the governor’s progress is much better
than he’d expect for someone
his age.
The governor “looks great,”
Mbeo, an assistant professor
of neurology, said Monday.
“We’re watching him closely,
and his scans continue to improve. That’s reassuring.”
Winter remained in fair condition as of Monday afternoon.
His family is expressing
thanks to friends and community members who have rallied
behind the governor with an
outpouring of love and concern.
“We also would take this opportunity to express our gratitude and admiration for the
competence and compassion
of the medical professionals
at UMMC who care for thousands of other Mississippians
day in and day out,” the fam-

Winter

ily said in a statement given to
the Medical Center. “We are
particularly indebted to those
in the Emergency Department,
Surgical ICU and Neuroscience ICU who have treated
William.
“We will always be grateful to Drs. Finley, Robertson,
Kutcher, Tullos, Mbeo and
their colleagues, and to nurses
Ashley, Jasper, Scott, Bobby,
Brandi, as well as others whose
names we did not catch. We
also appreciate beyond words
the emotional support from Dr.
Dan Jones.
“All of these people are heroes who help patients and
families deal with traumatic
challenges.”
The governor’s health-care
team will continue to monitor his test results and the upward trajectory of his recovery,
Mbeo said.
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LEGAL
ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE IX, SECTION 26-446 AND SECTION 26447 OF THE JACKSON CODE OF ORDINANCES TO INCLUDE TREES.

WHEREAS, more than 135,000,000 people living in more than 3,400 towns
and cities benefit from cleaner air, shade, lower energy costs, and storm water
control through the vital urban forest management framework provided by Tree
City USA community improvement program; and

WHEREAS, to qualify as a Tree City USA community, there are standards by
the Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association of State Foresters the
City of Jackson must meet; and

WHEREAS, the Landscape Ordinance meets most of those standards; however, the word “tree” has been added to Article IX, Section 26-446 and Section
26-447.

THEREFORE, IT HEREBY ORDAINED that Article IX, Section 26-446 and
Section 26-447 of the Jackson Code of Ordinances is amended as follows:

ARTICLE IX. -LANDSCAPING AND TREE STANDARDS

Sec. 26-446. - Title of article.

This article shall be known as the landscape and tree ordinancefor the city.

(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 1)

Sec. 26-447. - Purpose of article.

The purpose of this article is to protect and to promote the public health, safety
and general welfare of the citizens of the city; to providelandscapingand tree
requirements to protect the public from the effects of erosion, flooding and obscuration of vehicular and pedestrian traffic; to aid in stabilizing the environment’s ecological balance by contributing to the processes of energy and soil
conservation, air purification, oxygen regeneration, wastewater neutralization,
groundwater discharge, and storm water runoff retardation, while at the same
time aiding in noise, glare and heat abatement; to ensure that the local stock of
native trees and vegetation is replenished; to assist in providing adequate light
and air and in preventing overcrowding of land; to provide visual buffering and
to enhance the beautification of the city; to safeguard and to enhance property
values and to protect public and private investment; to preserve and protect the
unique identity and environment of the city; and to preserve the economic base
attracted to the city by such factors.

(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 2)

Sec. 26-448. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly
indicates a different meaning:

Accessway means an area intended to provide entrance or exit for vehicular
traffic from a public or private right-of-way to an off-street parking or loading
area.

Berm means mounds or walls of earth that are molded into landforms in a
landscaped area. When berms are used for screening, buffering or any other
purpose, the berm shall be constructed such that soil erosion is prevented and
sight triangles are unobstructed. The surface of the berms shall be completely
covered with plant material or durable mulch so that the bare soil is not visible.
Allowance for soil settlement shall be calculated at ten percent after the berms
are compacted.

Buffering means the use of landscaping, berms, walls, fences or any combination thereof, that at least partially block, in a continuous manner, the view from
one area to another.

Clearing means the removal or material damage of landscape materials by
disturbing, excavating or removing the underlying soil.

Common development means a commercial development consisting of three
or more businesses, which operates as a unit and shares common access and
common parking areas; or a multifamily residential development consisting of
three or more residences which operate as a unit and share common amenities.

Deciduous means or refers to a plant which tends to shed its leaves each year.

Development means the act, process or result of developing; a developed site.

Dripline means the periphery of the area underneath a tree which would be
encompassed by perpendicular lines dropped from the farthest edges of the
crown of the tree.

Encroachment means the act of advancing beyond the usual or proper limits,
as in the encroachment of a motor vehicle beyond the limits of the parking area
into the landscaping.

Encroachment barrier means the protective barriers which shall be provided,
positioned, and secured to prevent any part of an automobile or other vehicle
from extending into live landscaping, fences, or walls. Protection for all landscaping from vehicular encroachment shall be provided by curbing, wheel
stops, landscape timbers, railroad ties or bumper rails.

Evergreen means of or referring to a plant which tends to retain its leaves all
year round.

Fence means an enclosure or barrier intended to mark a boundary, screen a
view, or prevent intrusion.

Front building line means a building wall fronting on the street. Such building
wall line shall follow and include the irregular indentations of the building. Steps
and unenclosed porches shall be excluded for the purpose of this article.

Grass means low growing plants which creep along the earth surface to form a
solid mat or lawn. Only perennial grasses (those which live for more than one
growing season) shall qualify to satisfy the requirements of this article.

Groundcover means low growing plants which grow in a spreading fashion to
form a more or less solid mat of vegetation, and which are generally included
in landscaped areas to prevent soil erosion by providing permeable cover for
bare earth.

Hedge means shrubs planted in a continuous line which will block at least 80
percent of a view in a maximum of two growing seasons after installation.

Interior landscaped area means that area inside the perimeter of a site which is
permeable and capable of being planted with livelandscapematerials.

Irrigation means an adequate supply of water which can be made available to
landscape plant materials including, but not limited to, underground sprinkler
systems or hose bibs.

Landscape material means plant materials including, but not limited to, live
trees, shrubs, groundcovers, grass, flowers, and native landscape materials;
also including, but not limited to, inorganic features such as planters, stone,
brick, and aggregate forms, water, and other landscape elements when used to
enhance live plant materials; provided, however, that the use of inorganic materials or grass in combination with inorganic materials shall not predominate
over the use of live, organic plants. Artificial plants do not qualify as landscape
material.

Landscape permit means a permit issued by the planning and development
department, building permit division prior to the clearing and development of all
land located within the city as outlined in section 26-449.

Landscaped area means that area within the boundaries of a given site which
is devoted to and consists of landscape material.

Large tree means an evergreen or deciduous upright woody perennial plant
having a single main stem or several main stems, which is a minimum of eight
to ten feet overall height at the time of planting and which attains a minimum
height of 15 feet and a maximum height of generally more than 30 feet with few
or no branches on its lower part.
Owner means the person who has legal title to the property in question; or
lessee, agent, employee or other person acting on behalf of the titleholder with
written authorization to do so.
Perimeter landscape area means that area surrounding the vehicular use area
which is devoted to and consists of landscape materials.
Refuse storage means any area used for the storage of trash or garbage. No
refuse storage shall be permitted as part of the landscaped area, but refuse
storage is otherwise permitted adjacent to vehicular use areas.
Remodeling means the act of reconstructing a building or site for the purpose
of making improvements. Any change or modification in existing exterior construction.
Screening means landscaping, berms, fences, walls, or any combination thereof used to block or significantly obscure, in a continuous manner, the view from
one area to another.
Shrub means woody or semiwoody perennial plants that are customarily included in landscape designs to provide for lower scale buffering and visual interest.
Sidewalk means a hard-surfaced, all-weather area of a minimum of four feet
in width designed for the convenience of pedestrian access, which is normally
located immediately within the public right-of-way.
Sight triangle means the area on either side of an accessway at its junction with
a street forming a right triangle shape within which clear visibility of traffic and
pedestrians shall be maintained.
Soil means the medium in which plants will grow.
Small tree means an evergreen or deciduous upright woody perennial plant
having a single main stem or several main stems, which is a minimum of six
to eight feet overall height at the time of planting and which attains a minimum
height of 15 feet and a maximum height of 30 feet generally with few or no
branches on its lower part.
Turf means low growing perennial grasses which creep along the earth’s surface to form a solid mat or lawn.
Value means that determined as the true value as provided by the tax assessor
for tax purposes, or the property owner may provide a current appraisal from a
certified licensed appraiser.
Vehicular use area means that area of development subject to vehicular traffic,
which is required to be a hard-surfaced, all-weather area, including accessways, loading and service areas, areas used for parking, storage or display of
vehicles, boats or portable construction equipment, and all land which vehicles
cross over as a function of primary use.
Vines means herbaceous or semiwoody plants requiring support upon which to
grow and used to provide some screening or buffering effects.
Wall means an enclosing structure made of brick, stone, earth or other materials intended to mark a boundary, screen a view, or prevent intrusion.
Walkway means a hard-surfaced, all-weather area intended for pedestrian circulation within a development.

interiorlandscaping.
8. Property located in an industrially zoned district is exempt from the requirements of sections26-461 and26-462.
9. Vehicular use areas zoned C-4 central business district are exempt from
the requirements of section 26-456,section 26-460,section 26-461, and section
26-463.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 4)
Sec. 26-450. - Minimum requirements.
The provisions of this article are for the promotion of the public health, safety,
morals and general welfare for the city and are considered to be minimum requirements. Wherever the requirements of any other lawfully adopted rules,
regulations,ordinances, and deed restrictions or covenants filed of record are
not in conflict with the intent and purpose of this article, but impose more restrictive or higher standards, the more restrictive or higher standards shall govern.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 17)
Sec. 26-451. - Enforcement of article; penalty for violation of article.
a. Violation by any person of the provisions of this article or failure to comply
with any of its requirements, after written notification by the landscape architect
of the city of the type, nature, and extent of the violation of this article shall, upon
conviction, constitute a misdemeanor.
b. Any person who violates the provisions of this article or fails to comply with
any of its requirements within 90 days after having been duly notified in writing,
by certified mail, return receipt requested, by the landscape architect of the
city, shall, upon conviction, be fined not more than $1,000.00. Each day such
violation continues shall be considered a new and separate offense. Nothing
contained in this section shall prevent the city from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 18)
Sec. 26-452. - Tree credit.
a. Preservation of existing live natural trees between the principal building
and the public street right-of-way can be credited towards the tree planting
requirements of this article according to the following ratio: The number of credited trees shall be determined by measuring, at a height 4½ feet above grade
level, the circumference (in inches) of each preserved tree, and dividing the
sum by six. To be included in the computation for credit for preserved trees,
each preserved tree must be at least 12 inches in caliper; however, any existing tree less than 12 inches in caliper but meeting the minimum planting size
requirements of this article, may be credited for one required tree. Credited
trees shall be uniformly encircled by a protected ground area of sufficient size to
ensure the health of the tree. During any construction on the site, the protected
ground area shall be clearly marked in the field.
b. No credit will be allowed for any tree proposed to be retained if there is
any encroachment within the protected ground area defined by a circle which
has as its center the trunk of the tree, or if the tree is unhealthy or dead. If any
preserved tree being used for credit dies or fails to thrive, the owner shall plant
new trees equal to the number of credited trees. Such replacement plantings
shall meet the requirements of this article.
c. In no case shall credits for preserved trees eliminate the requirement that
the front setback shall contain at least one natural tree.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 5)

(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 3)

Sec. 26-453. - Plan approval; conditional occupancy.

Cross reference—Definitions generally,§ 1-2.

a. The clearing from any site included undersection 26-449of live natural
trees eligible for credit undersection 26-452is prohibited unless a permit for
such clearing has been issued. Prior to the issuance of any permit on any site
covered by this article, an application fee of $35.00 and three copies of alandscapeplan shall be submitted to and approved by the building permit division
of the city, after review and approval by the zoning administrator, or designee
of the city. The zoning administrator, or designee, shall act upon the landscapeplan within five working days of its submission, or thelandscapeplan shall be
deemed approved. The landscaping plan shall contain the following information: The date, scale, north arrow, title and name of the property owners; the
approximate location of existing boundary lines; setback lines; rights-of-way;
dimensions of the building coverage, existing and proposed; and location of
existing and proposed streets, parking spaces and driveways; the location and
size of paved andlandscapeareas, in square feet; the location, number, size
and botanical or common name of proposedlandscapematerial; the centerline
of adjacent streets; the zoning of the site and adjacent properties; location of
available water for irrigation; existing and proposed utilities overhead and underground (gas, telephone, water, sewer, cable, etc.); any existing trees of 12
inches in caliper or larger, as measured 4½ feet above grade level; and whether
they are to be removed. No permit shall be issued unless such landscape plan
complies with the provisions of this section. A certificate of occupancy shall not
be permitted until landscaping is complete, and it shall be unlawful to occupy
or use the premises or a vehicular use area unless the landscaping is installed
in accordance with the approvedlandscapeplans and the requirements of this
section.

Sec. 26-449. - Applicability of article; exemptions from article.
a. Except as otherwise provided in this section, this article shall apply to all
land located in the city. This article shall remain and continue with any and all
subsequent owners.
b. As to new developments and vehicular use areas, a common development
which includes more than one lot shall be treated as one lot for the purposes
of satisfying this article. Split ownership, planning in phases, construction in
stages, and/or multiple building permits for a project shall not prevent it from
being a common development as referred to in this subsection. Each phase of
a phased project shall comply with this article.
c. Any development or vehicular use area in existence before the adoption of
this article shall comply with the requirements set forth in this subsection under
any of the following circumstances:
1. Any change requiring a 30 percent or more increase in the number of parking spaces.
2. Reconstruction, renovation or remodeling which increases the square footage of a development by more than 50 percent, or the construction cost of
which exceeds 50 percent of the value of the existing development.
3. For purposes of subsections (c)(1) and (c)(2) of this section, a common development shall be considered as a whole rather than as individual properties.
4. Any vehicular use area zoned C-4 central business district, in existence
as of January 3, 1995, without a hard, all-weather surface, shall conform to the
definition of a vehicular use area within a period of three years from the adoption of this section. The construction board of adjustment and appeals may
grant a one time extension of up to two years, and such extension shall not be
unreasonably withheld.
5. Any vehicular use area zoned C-4 central business district, in existence
as of January 3, 1995, which violates or does not conform to the provisions of
this article, shall conform to the provisions within a period of five years from
January 3, 1995.
6. Any refuse area in existence on January 3, 1995, which violates or does not
conform to the provisions of this article, shall conform to the provisions within a
period of one year from January 3, 1995.
d. Exemptions.This article shall not apply to the following:
1.. Building permits for a conventional single-family detached dwelling. (delete
“or property zoned R-1, R-1A, R-1E, R-2A”)
2. Building permits for buildings located on property zoned C-4 central business district. (delete “property located within alandscapedistrict as designated
and adopted by the city, or for property located within the following areas: Mississippi Street and Griffith Street are the northern boundaries, State Street the
eastern boundary, Court Street the southern boundary and ICGRR the western
boundary.”)
3. Building permits for buildings less than 100 square feet on an out-parcel
within a shopping center.
4. Clearing of trees for forestry or agricultural purposes.
5. Building permits for the restoration of a building when restoration is required
as a result of damage and/or destruction by fire or natural causes of less than
60 percent of its current market value and provided the permit is applied for
within 12 months of the occurrence of fire or natural causes.
6. Building permits for restoration of buildings identified as a landmark, or
on a landmark site, or within a historic preservation district pursuant tosection
70-1et seq.
7. Multistoried or covered parking structures shall be exempted from providing

b. The building permit division may allow conditional occupancy valid for a
period of 30 days with extensions not to exceed an accumulation of 180 days if
all of the following conditions exist:
1. Except for the completion of landscaping installation, occupancy would
normally be allowed.
2. Completion of the required landscaping before a permanent certificate
of occupancy is issued would result in hardship to the applicant, as applied in
this case.
3. At the time the conditional occupancy is requested, the developer/owner
shall make financial arrangements (by bonds, certificate of deposit, or letter of
credit) satisfactory to the city in the amount of $3.00 per square foot of required
landscaping not yet in place to ensure that it shall be installed. Any owner/developer wishing to make such financial arrangements must also grant the city
access to the land to install or complete the required landscaping in the event
the landscape installation has not been completed at the end of the required
extension period. Such financial arrangements shall be released when the required landscaping is completed.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 6; Ord. No. 1996-17(3), § 1, 2-27-96)
Sec. 26-454. - Installation and maintenance of landscaping.
All landscaping shall be of nursery stock quality and shall be installed in a
sound workmanlike manner and according to accepted good planting procedures. All landscaping shall be adaptable to climate conditions of the area, and
consideration shall be given to not planting large trees near utilities. All landscaping shall be maintained in good condition and in accordance with all provisions of this article as follows:
1. All landscapingshall present at all times a healthy, neat, clean, orderly,
disease-free and pest-free appearance.
2. All landscaping soil and fill shall be free from weeds, refuse, and debris at
all times.
3. Landscaping elements such as walls and fences shall be constructed in
a sound workmanlike manner with adequate support or footings and shall be
repaired or replaced as needed to preserve an attractive appearance and to
function as intended.
4. Any dead plant material or material which fails to show healthy growth must
be removed within 30 days.
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(ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE IX, SECTION 26-446 AND SECTION
26-447 OF THE JACKSON CODE OF ORDINANCES TO INCLUDE TREES
continued)

5. Replacement of removed plant material must take place within 90 days of
removal or notification by the city, whichever occurs first.
6. Any replacement plant material must meet the size and other characteristics of newly planted material as required in this article.
7. Maintenance of all landscaping is the responsibility of the owners, jointly
and separately.
8. Trees and large shrubs shall be adequately supported as necessary, using
stakes and guys. Such supports shall be designed so as to protect trees and
shrubs from injury. Trees and shrubs shall be fastened to the supports with an
acceptable commercial tree tie of plastic or hose covered wire.
9. Any landscaped area required by this article shall not be encroached upon
by any type of vehicle. All landscaped areas must be protected by an encroachment barrier. A vehicle may overhang a landscaped area provided that a minimum width of three feet in landscaped area remains.
10. The maximum growth height of any landscaping within the sight triangle
shall be three feet in height.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 7)
Sec. 26-455. -Landscapingand sidewalks within street rights-of-way.
Owners are encouraged to landscape and to maintain the area within the nonpaved street right-of-way abutting their land; provided, however, that:
1. Although the city shall adhere to a general policy of preservation of any
such landscaping, the city shall not be responsible or liable in the event any
landscaping is required to be removed.
2. Any landscaping in a street right-of-way shall not impede or obstruct visibility of any vehicles.
3. Any underground sprinkler systems, planters or other permanent structures
placed in the right-of-way shall require a license agreement with the city.
4. No landscaping shall be placed in an area of right-of-way where a capital
improvement project has been funded for such location, unless and until such
project has been completed.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 8)
Sec. 26-456. - Vehicular use areas—Interior requirements.
The following requirements shall apply to the interior areas of vehicular use
areas:
1. Such landscaped areas shall be located in such a manner as to divide and
break up the expanse of paving. Each unused space resulting from the design
or layout of parking spaces, which is over 24 square feet in area, shall be landscaped.
2. The planting of one tree shall be required for every 20 interior parking spaces. All newly planted trees shall be planted in a permeable area of at least nine
square feet total permeable area for small trees and 36 square feet total permeable area for large trees, except additional permeable area may be required by
the city if necessary to ensure adequate growth. Seesection 26-460.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 9)
Sec. 26-457. - Same—Perimeter requirements for land not zoned C-4 central
business district.
A landscaped buffer of at least five feet in width consistent with the requirements of subsection 26-454(9) shall be installed around the perimeter of all
vehicular use areas, except as provided insection 26-459. The planting of one
large tree shall be required, in accordance with the provisions of this article,
every 50 linear feet or fraction thereof, or one small tree every 35 linear feet
or fraction thereof within the perimeter landscaped area. The remainder of the
perimeter landscaped area shall include landscape materials.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 10.01)
Sec. 26-458. - Same—Requirements for land zoned C-4 central business district.
A landscaped buffer of at least four feet in width consistent with the requirements ofsection 26-454 (9) shall be installed along the street frontage (corner
lots are treated as having two street frontages) of all vehicular use areas. In
addition, the planting of one large tree shall be required, in accordance with the
provisions of this article, every 40 linear feet or fraction thereof, or one small
tree every 35 linear feet or fraction thereof along a vehicular use areas street
frontage. As an alternative to the above an owner/developer may provide interior landscaping as follows:
1. Such landscaped areas shall be located in such a manner as to divide
and break up the expanse of paving. Each unused space resulting from the
design or layout of parking spaces, which is over 24 square feet in area, shall
belandscaped.
2. The planting of one tree shall be required for every 20 interior parking
spaces. All newly planted trees shall be planted in a permeable area of at least
nine square feet total permeable area for small trees and 36 square feet total
permeable area for large trees, except additional permeable area may be required by the city if necessary to ensure adequate growth.
3. Interior landscaping shall be concentrated in one location or dispersed
throughout the site.
However, notwithstanding the provisions of this section, at a minimum, all landscaping for vehicular use areas shall comprise ten percent of the site, and shall
be visible from the street.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 10.02)
Sec. 26-459. - Front setback requirements for land not zoned C-4 central business district.
All sites to which this article applies shall provide that the front setback (corner lots are treated as having two front setbacks) or a portion thereof be landscaped as follows:
A minimum landscaped area of ten times the length of the right-of-way in
square feet is required. A minimum of five feet width and a maximum of 25
feet of the front setback, as required by the city zoning ordinance, shall be the
requiredlandscapedarea under this section. Access ways are not calculated
as part of the landscaped area. The landscaped area shall be immediately
adjacent to the public right-of-way or the proposed public right-of-way if the
site is designated for improvements as priority I or II in the city’s 2010 arterial and collector street plan or designated in the city’s capital improvements
plan. The landscaped area shall contain a minimum of one large tree per 50
linear feet of road frontage or one small tree per 35 linear feet of road frontage.
Not more than 15 percent of the total landscaped area shall be an impervious
surface, which shall be allowed only for landscape amenities such as paved
walks, walls, fountains, signs, public art, etc. The landscaped area shall not be
encroachable by vehicles except as specified in subsection2 6-454(9).
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 11)
Sec. 26-460. - Composite site requirements.
If all landscape requirements described in sections 26-446 - 26-459 are met,
and the total square footage of the landscaped areas do not equal ten percent of the total site, additional landscaped areas shall be required so that a

minimum of ten percent of the total site is landscaped area. Such additional
landscaped area may be in the form of additional landscaped vehicular use
areas, additional front setback landscaped area or foundation planting around
building and structures. At a minimum, all additional landscaped areas shall be
completely covered with live turf or grass.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 12)
Sec. 26-461. - Loading area and service landscape regulations.
Other than property located in an industrially zoned district, all loading and service areas not screened by an intervening building, established after the application of this section and all preexisting areas which are required bysection
26-449 shall be screened from view from any public street right-of-way for their
entire length except for necessary access. Screening for loading and service
areas may be accomplished by either of the following:
1. A closed fence or wall which is at least six feet high and is made of the same
or compatible materials, in terms of texture and quality, with the material and
color of the principal building, along with additional natural evergreens, shrubs
or trees so that no more than two-thirds of the surface area of the closed fence
or wall is visible from the street within three years of erection of the structure; or
2. The screening may be accomplished with natural evergreen shrubs or trees
which can be expected to reach six feet or a greater height within three years
of planting.
Any natural evergreens, shrubs or trees used to fulfill these requirements shall
be a minimum of three feet in height when planted, and spaced no more than
four feet apart at the time of planting.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 13.01)
Sec. 26-462. - Refuse area regulations.
All refuse areas shall be completely screened from the street and from adjacent
properties by a solid wood or masonry fence at least six feet high and by natural
plants or trees of equal minimum height so planted as to provide maximum
opacity. No refuse receptacle shall be located in the public right-of-way.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 13.02)
Sec. 26-463. - Transitional landscaped areas.
It is recognized that certain land uses, because of their character and intensity,
may have an adverse impact on less intensive adjacent uses. The purpose of
this section is to establish minimum landscaping requirements between certain
uses that will help mitigate negative impacts that could constitute a nuisance
due to noise and lights. Buffers shall be required in accordance with Table 1
when any use is being developed abutting an existing developed lot or vacant
lot. Buffer requirements include a minimum distance separation from the property line and required planting of trees and shrubs within the buffer. Buffering
between uses shall not be required within the C-4 Central Business District.
One hundred percent of the applicable buffer requirements shall be the responsibility of the developing land use, except when a residential or institutional
use is developed abutting an existing more intensive use developed prior to the
approval of thisordinanceand for which no buffer is in place. In this case, the
residential or institutional use shall be responsible for providing a minimum of
50 percent of the required buffer of the developing tract.
If an abutting parcel contains a required buffer or screen, it shall count towards
the buffer requirements of the developing property, subject to the regulations in
Table No. 1. If the land use relationships between two abutting lots change so
that a lesser buffer would be required under these regulations, the width of the
buffer may be reduced accordingly. The width of any required buffer of 15 feet
or wider may be reduced by 25 percent if a wall, fence, or berm (with approval
of site plan review committee) is provided that meets the following standards:
1. Any fence or wall shall be a minimum of six feet and constructed in a
durable fashion of brick, stone, other masonry materials, or any combination
thereof as approved by the zoning administrator. A chain link fence with plastic,
metal or wooden slats may not be used to satisfy the requirements of this section when abutting residential uses and districts.
2. Berms shall be a minimum height of four feet with a maximum slope of
3:1. Berms in excess of six feet height shall have a maximum slope of 4:1 as
measured from the exterior property line. Berms shall be stabilized to prevent
erosion and landscaped.
_____

Evergreens shall be a minimum height of six feet at the time of installation.
Deciduous trees shall be between six and eight feet in height. Proposed trees
shall be grouped and staggered to present a natural appearance. Existing
trees may count towards the deciduous shade trees per 100 linear feet requirement. In addition, a continuous evergreen hedge and solid wood or masonry
fence of at least six feet high, shall be placed and maintained adjacent to the
lot line. This buffer shall be installed in its entirety during construction of the
residential units or the institutional use.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 14; Ord. No. 2005-9(3), § 1, 1-18-05)
_____
Sec. 26-463.1. - Alternative buffer and screening requirements.
In the event that the unusual topography or elevation of a development site, the
size of the parcel to be developed, the soil or other sub-surface condition on
the site, or the presence of required buffer or screening on adjacent developed
property would make strict adherence to the requirements of Section 14 serve
no meaningful purpose or would make it physically impossible to install and
maintain the required buffer or screen, the zoning administrator may alter the
requirements as long as the existing features of the development site comply
with the spirit and intent. Such an alteration may occur only at the request of
the property owner, who shall submit a plan to the zoning administrator showing existing site features that would buffer or screen the proposed use and any
additional buffer materials the property owner will plant or construct to buffer or
screen the proposed use. The zoning administrator shall not alter the requirements unless the developer demonstrates that existing site features and any
additional buffer materials will screen the proposed use as effectively as the
required buffer or screening. In deciding whether to approve such a plan, the
zoning administrator shall consult with the director of planning and development and the stafflandscapearchitect.
(Ord. No. 2005-9(3), § 2, 1-18-05)
Sec. 26-464. - Administrative interpretation of article.
In the event there is a question concerning the general intent or meaning of
any provision of this article text, the zoning administrator, or designee, of the
city shall have the right to make such administrative decisions or interpretations. Any aggrieved person may submit a written appeal of an administrative
decision or interpretation to the construction board of adjustment and appeals.
Said board shall affirm, reverse or modify the administrative interpretation rendered by the zoning administrator, or designee, of the city. An interpretation
from which an appeal is made must be in writing, and must be in response to
a written request for an administrative decision or interpretation. It is expressly
intended that such administrative decision or interpretation shall in no manner
be construed to permit or grant exceptions or variances to the provisions of this
article. Every decision of said board shall be final, subject, however, to such
remedy as any aggrieved party may have at law or in equity.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 15; Ord. No. 1996-17(3), § 15, 2-27-96)
Sec. 26-465. - Variances.
a. Required circumstances.Where there are unusual circumstances peculiar
to the site being developed and where a literal application of specific provisions
of this article would unnecessarily restrict the development of a site and result
in hardship to the owners or other interested persons, a variance from specific
provisions of this article may be requested.
b. Application; contents; required demonstration.The application requesting
a variance from the requirements of this article shall include a description of
the property, the exact nature of the proposed variance, and the grounds upon
which it is requested. The applicant shall further demonstrate that the granting
of such variance will not adversely affect the properties nor otherwise be detrimental to the public welfare.
c. Filing; recommendation of landscape architect to construction board of
adjustment and appeals; consideration by board.The application shall be filed
with the zoning administrator, or designee, for the city. Upon receiving an application for a variance, where all required information is supplied, the zoning
administrator, or designee, shall make a recommendation within ten working
days and forward the application to the construction board of adjustment and
appeals for their consideration. Within ten working days after the board’s receipt of a recommendation by the zoning administrator, or designee, the board
shall meet to consider the request.
d. Grant or denial.Within ten working days after the board’s meeting, the
board shall grant or deny the variance in whole or in part. If the board fails to
take action on the request for the variance within the specified time period, such
inaction shall be deemed to grant the variance. Every decision of the board
shall be final, subject, however, to such remedy as any aggrieved party may
have at law or in equity.
(Ord. of 1-3-95, § 16; Ord. No. 1996-17(3), § 1, 2-27-96)
Sec. 26-466. - Enforcement.
Violation by any person of the provisions of this article or failure to comply with
any of its requirements, after written notification by the zoning administrator, or
designee, of the city of the type, nature, and extent of the violation of this article,
shall upon conviction thereof, constitute a misdemeanor.
Any person who violates the provisions of this article or fails to comply with any
of its requirements within days after having been duly notified in writing, by certified mail, return receipt requested, by the zoning administrator, or designee, of
the city shall upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than $1,000.00. Each
day such violation continues shall be considered a new and separate offense.
Nothing herein contained shall prevent the city from taking such other lawful
action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation.
(Ord. No. 1996-17(3), § 1, 2-27-96)
Editor’s note—Ord. No. 1996-17(3), adopted Feb. 27, 1996, did not specifically
amend this Code; hence, codification of § 18 of said ordinance as § 26-466
herein was at the editor’s discretion.
Secs. 26-467—26-490. - Reserved.
ARTICLE X. - RESERVED
Secs. 26-418—26-445. - Reserved.
Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Barrett-Simon seconded.
Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- Priester and Stokes.
ATTEST:
Kristi Moore
City Clerk
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify
that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City
Council at its regular meeting on the 29th day of November, 2016, and recorded
in Minute Book “6K”, pages 270-283.
WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this ____ day of December,
2016.
(SEAL)
Kristi Moore
City Clerk
1/19/2017
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NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-5, located
at 236 George Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at
$500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-37, located
at 0 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500.
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid
form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.
ms.us

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-52, located
at 0 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $500.
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and
egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid
form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.
ms.us

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “George
Street Property” and parcel number 80-4 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “W. Cohea
Street Property” and parcel number 72-37 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “W. Cohea
Street Property” and parcel number 72-52 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
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NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-56, located
at 0 West Davis Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start
at $500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of
ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-58, located
at 127 West Davis Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start
at $500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of
ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #73-22, located
at 137 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at
$500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “W. Davis
Street Property” and parcel number 72-55 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “W. Davis
Street Property” and parcel number 72-58 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “W. Cohea
Street Property” and parcel number 73-22 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
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NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #72-5, located
at 1111 Blair Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at
$500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us
BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “Blair Street
Property” and parcel number 72-5 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 24,
2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL
REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
FOR LANDSCAPE DESIGN SERVICES
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NUMBER 005-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements of Qualifications and Expressions of Interest (each, a “Statement of Qualifications”) to provide professional landscape design services for a plan to refresh and improve the
landscape at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“Services”).

JMAA will receive Statement of Qualifications to perform the Services at JMAA’s
administrative offices, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208,
until 3:00 p.m. Central Standard Time on February 1, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Statement of Qualifications received after the Deadline for any reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this
Request for Statement of Qualifications (“RFQ”) is on file and open for public
inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a
copy of the RFQ; General Information for Respondents; Information Required
from Respondents and Criteria for Selection; and an Agreement to be executed
by JMAA and the selected Respondent.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Information for Respondents from
JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, CPPO, CPM, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8610
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com
or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

Based on the Statement of Qualifications, JMAA will initiate negotiations with the
Respondent ranked first on the list. If such negotiations fail to produce an agreement, in form and content, satisfactory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of
time, then JMAA may reject the first-ranked Respondent.

In that event, JMAA will follow the same process with the other Respondents, in
the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Statement of Qualifications, for
any reason, any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected
by JMAA to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 30% for the Services solicited
by this RFQ.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

1/05/2017 1/12/2017

1/12/2017
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson,
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, January 31, 2017, at
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:

Sealed, signed RFP’S are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the
RFP must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 21, 2017, at
which time said RFP’S will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:

67024-013117 – Twenty-four-Month Supply of Ductile Iron with Polywrap

RFP-20384-022117 – Proposal for Pure Storage

74507-013117- --Twelve-Month Supply Asphalt Paving Material
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with
the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof,
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence
of such statement means the City will make that determination during
the bid review.

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with
the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)9601638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of
the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at
218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest
net price in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to
accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when
evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to
advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will
be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the
City will make that determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601)960-1025 or 1533

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk
of the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4),
parcel #72-55, located at 0 West Davis Street in Jackson, Mississippi.
Bids for this property will start at $500. The City will retain all mineral
rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove
same from said property. For additional information or for a “bid form”,
contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.jackson.
ms.us
BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and
delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall
at 219 S. President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly
marked: “W. Davis Street Property” and parcel number 72-55 with the
bidder’s name. Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids
will be opened on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council
Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

LEGAL
NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for
the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #73-26, located
at 147 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at
$500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@
city.jackson.ms.us
BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S.
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “W. Cohea
Street Property” and parcel number 73-26 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January
24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

1/12/2017 1/19/2017

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601)960-1025 or 1533

LEGAL
1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!
Unique Dedicated Fleet!
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, Full Benefits!
1yr Class-A CDL Call: 1-855-856-7985

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
CITY OF JACKSON
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the City
of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, for the
purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #73-29-1, located
at 153 Cohea Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at
$500. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information
or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.
jackson.ms.us

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and delivered
to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. President St.)
The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “W. Cohea Street Property”
and parcel number 73-29-1 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one (1) original and
one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, January 24, 2017, at 3:30
p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017

1/5/2017, 1/12/2017, 1/19/2017, 1/26/2017, 2/2/2017,

Sudoku Solution

Office
Space
for Rent

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)
2659 Livingston Road
Jackson, MS 39213
2500 Square Feet
Call: 601-209-9199

© Feature Exchange
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Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES
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MediaBids - Life Alert
I Live Alone

Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

AS SEEN ON

TV

®

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368
Mississippi Press Association Education Foundation

Celebrity Roast

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

Honoring

MARSHALL
TV
RAMSEY
For a FREE brochure call:
®

AS SEEN ON

1-800-513-0368
Thursday, Jan. 26, 2017
Hilton Jackson
Reception 6 pm • Dinner 7 pm

J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
PASS
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
3.792 x 4 6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
CASH & CARRY
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
3355 North
Liberty - Canton,
MS
Mississippi Press Association
Education
Foundation
DOLLAR GENERAL
BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
from a potential
catastrophe MART
COMMUNITY
2855 McDowell Rd
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
2325 Livingston Rd.
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET
K & K ONE STOP
Northside
Drive
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
but
I’m never alone.
MCDADE’S MARKET #2 ®
LACY’S INSURANCE
I have Life Alert.
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
Jackson Medical Mall
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
SHELL FOOD MART
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
5492 Watkins Drive Honoring
AS SEEN ON
SPORTS MEDICINE ®
B Y R A M
Fortification and I-55
DOLLAR GENERAL
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

Celebrity Roast

Saving a Life
EVERY 10 MINUTES

MARSHALLTV
RAMSEY
For a FREE
brochure call:

1-800-513-0368

Tickets $80 each or $600 for a table of eight
Call 601-981-3060 or visit
mspress.org/event/roast to order

Proceeds benefit the MPA Education Foundation

Proceeds benefit the MPA Education Foundation

YOUR AD HERE
3.792 x 6

Newspapers have grown into multi-media platforms for
your business advertising and they consistenly rank
highest in readership and message delivery, effectively
converting readers into customers.

Regional Newspaper Print Ad Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350
3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100
Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
350,000+ Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $699 flat for 2 Weeks

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

Mississippi Lignite Mining Company
Will be accepting applications on
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
January 17, 18 and 19
7:00am – 10am and 1:00pm – 3:00pm

DIESEL MECHANIC
Diesel Mechanics are responsible for performing maintenance, troubleshooting, and diagnosing problems on heavy
equipment. Successful candidates will have a background
in repair and maintenance of heavy equipment, knowledge
of diesel engines, transmissions, drive trains, pneumatic, hydraulic, electrical and air-conditioning. Minimum of a high
school diploma or GED required, vocational training is preferred.
Applicants must register with the WIN Job Center and bring
a letter of referral to complete application.
Mississippi Lignite Mining Company is an equal opportunity employer.

Applications must be made in person
and will be accepted at:
Human Resources Department
North American Coal Mississippi Lignite Mining
Company
1000 McIntire Road • Ackerman, MS 39735
“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51
T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue
R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

46 Web
3.33 x
4 Statewide Classified Ad2:46
To Place
Your
Order,
Call 601-981-3060.
PM

YOUR SAD
HERE
ervices-General

Adoption

3.556 x 6
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP- DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
TION? Call us first. Living expenses, (FREE!) with Choice All-Included
housing, medical, and continued support Package. $60/mo for 24 months. No
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639
6713
C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
FAA certification. No HS diploma or GED (where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Newspapers have grown
platforms
Install into
(up multi-media
to 6 rooms.)
FREE for
HD-DVR.
- We can help. Approved your
for military
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they
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rank
CALL
1-800-319-2526.
efits. Financial Aid if qualified.
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STATEWIDE in approximent assistance. Call Aviation
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converting readers
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mately
100
Mississippi
newspapers by
Maintenance. 1-866-367-2510.
Regional Newspaper
Print Ad Rates:
calling 601-981-3060.

Computers

Services-Medical
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
Services-Legal
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
PROBLEMS - viruses,
2 column x SOCIAL
6 inch - 1SECURITY
region = $1350
DISABILITY BENEhardware or
software
3 column
x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100

COMPUTER
lost data,
FITS.
to Rates
work?
Denied benefits?
Mississippi
Statewide
and Unable
Out of State
Available.
issues? Contact Geeks On Site!
24/7
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
Service. Friendly Repair Experts.
and Statewide
Digital Macs
Ads Delivered
on Premium Newspaper
WebBill
SitesGordon
your application
today! Call
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis.350,000+
1-800-583Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $699 flat for 2 Weeks
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
0945

Mississippi SPress
e r v i c eServices
s-Medical

Employment- General

To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. $500 - arthritis?
3.556Recent
x 6 Medicare / health cover$1,000 Incentive Bonus. No Out of age changes may benefit you! Products
Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get Your CDL in 22 are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available. Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899-1293
EOE. 1-800-307-7855.
Mississippi Lignite
Mining Company
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com Will be accepting
DIGITAL applications
HEARING AIDSon
- Now offerDRIVER TRAINEES NOW BeingTuesday,
Trained Wednesday,
ing a 45-Day
RiskThursday,
Free Offer! FREE BATand
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
January
17,for
18Life!
and 19
TERIES
Call to start your free
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME
EVERY– 10am
7:00am
1:00pm – 3:00pm
trial!and
855-701-0210
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• EarnDIESEL
MECHANIC
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
Diesel
Mechanics areSHOULDER
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performing
mainte$55k - $60k. Call today.
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training is preNo
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to
refill.
No
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than patch
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FREE
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success rate! Just $1.67 Mississippi
per day!Lignite
Call
ApplicationsSTOP
must OVERPAYING
be made in person
FOR YOUR PRE844-359-8767
and will
be accepted
at: Call our licensed
SCRIPTIONS!
SAVE!
M i s c e l l a n e o u s Human Resources
Canadian Department
and International pharmacy,
North American Coal Mississippi Lignite Mining
prices and get $25 off your first
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV? compare
Company
prescription!
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1000it McIntire
39735
Do the humane thing. Donate
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Promo
Code
CDC201625.
“AN
EQUAL
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Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

3.792 x 6

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

Thursday, Jan. 26, 2017
Hilton Jackson
Reception 6 pm • Dinner 7 pm

Tickets $80 each or $600 for a table of eight
Call 601-981-3060 or visit
mspress.org/event/roast to order

48 Web
3.556 x 4

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

Advertise
Your Product or Service

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!
To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to
1 col.
1 col.
1 col.

25 words.....$210
x 2 inch.......$525
x 3 inch.......$785
x 4 inch.....$1050
******

Nationwide Placement
Available
******

Digital Advertising
Available starting at
$699 statewide.
******

Call Sue at

MS Press Services
601-981-3060

Week of January 08, 2017
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Once again, let’s get ready to ‘Rumble in the South!’
By Tim Ward
chopitupsports.com
While the ladies will showcase their
skills Saturday, the guys will put on their
display Monday in Clinton at the Golden
Dome.
The rumble has been an annual event
in Clinton now for over 9 years. Teams
have traveled in from as far as Dallas to
participate. Top ranked teams with national ranked players typically highlight
the ball games in Clinton.
Some of the notable players who have
played in the past include Rodney Hood,
currently playing for the Utah Jazz, but
played in the Rumble with Meridian several years ago; Johnny O’Bryant, currently with the Washington Wizards, played
with Eastside (Cleveland); LeBryan
Nash; JaMychael Green; Malik Newman, sitting this season out with Kansas
University; Quindarry Weatherspoon,
Mississippi State; Tyson Carter; Romero
Osby; Jarvis Summers, Provine graduate
playing overseas; Snoop White; LaQuinton Ross; Deville Smith, Callaway graduate playing overseas; Adonis Thomas;
Dwight Coleby; and Tyler Adams, who
is currently coaching in the area.
Monday’s matchup pit several teams
from the Clarion Ledger Super 10 playing each other. Brandon, Forest Hill,
Olive Branch, Callaway, Starkville,
and Velma Jackson will all participate
throughout the day. 10 a.m. Monday
morning, starts the day off with Jackson
Prep versus Hartfield Academy. Jackson
Prep enters the contest 6 & 6 while Hartfield Academy is having a banner season
at 16 & 2. 11:30 a.m. brings a Dandy

LaDarius Marshall slams. PHOTOS BY TIM WARD
Dozen player to the forefront. Keyshawn
Feazell, a 6’8” forward from Lawrence
County, who changed his commitment
from Iowa State to Mississippi State is a
force to be reckoned with. Averaging 14
points and 11 rebounds, Feazell has Bulldog fans thrilled.
However, Feazell will not be the only
Dandy Dozen player on the floor in this
game. Tirus Smith from Petal will be
looking forward to playing against Feazell. Smith is a 6’7” forward averaging
13 points, 13 rebounds and 3 blocks a
game. He decommitted from Ole Miss in
the fall. Expect this 11:30 matchup to be
a good one. Lawrence County vs Petal.

Nick Weatherspoon with the buzzer beater to win the game.

At 1 p.m., Brandon, the number 1
team in the state plays MRA. 16 & 1
and focused, Brandon must contend with
MRA’s Devin Gilmore.
Gilmore just missed making the Dandy
Dozen list this season. He lead MRA to
the state championship last season while
winning MAIS player of the year.
Murrah vs Starkville tips off at 2:30.
The Yellowjackets will be looking to
avenge their loss to the Mustangs earlier in the season. Currently ranked #3,
Starkville brings with them 6’10” Jessie Little. Little almost made the Dandy
Dozen list. Smith has a good touch and
is a handful for anyone in the post guard-

7th Annual MLK Lady Hoopfest this Saturday
By Tim Ward
chopitupsports.com
Martin Luther King Day will be observed nationally January 16. Speeches, parades, tributes, scholastic programs and religious programs will be held in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
High school basketball enthusiasts are treated to
two days of action packed basketball games. Schools
from around the state will convene at Lanier High
School, Saturday, January 14. Games start at 2:30
p.m. to allow the parade to end and traffic to return
to normal.
For seven years, Lanier head coach, Jonas James,
has held the Saturday basketball showcase. Previous
games have featured Dandy Dozen girls, top ranked
teams, division I signees, and special guests in attendance. Don’t be surprised to see college coaches,
scouts over on 833 Maple Street watching the games,
searching for talent for their school.
2016 6A Girls State runner up, Callaway gets the
day started battling Raymond at 2:30 p.m. The Lady
Chargers currently sit with a record of 5 & 8, with
some close losses attached to them. Callaway graduated several key seniors from last season’s team,
however, this year’s team has a good collection of
seniors with playoff experience.
Look for coach Stacey Bailey to use Saturday as a
springboard for the second half of the season.
Raymond enters the game with a 9 & 4 record.
Provine and Greenville play the second game of the
day at 4 p.m. Provine enters 5 & 11, while Greenville
enters 11 & 5. Despite their record, Provine’s Lady
Rams play hard. Former Murrah head coach, Dakedreon Lampkin has his Lady Honeybees from Greenville locked in so far this season.
Perhaps the best game of the day will come at 5:30
p.m. Sixth ranked Jim Hill’s Lady Tigers against the
Lady Falcons of Velma Jackson. Jim Hill rolls in with
a record of 14 & 3. Jim Hill has bounced from their
JPS Holiday tournament runner up finish to Warren
Central with win over rivals Forest Hill.
Velma Jackson’s season at this point has also produced double digit wins, 11 & 3 with 2 of those losses
coming to Non-Mississippi schools. The Lady Falcons under the leadership of coach Tameika Brown,
have their sights on a gold ball this season. Expect
this game to be a knockdown battle between two

KeiMoya Walker outraces defender. PHOTOS BY TIM WARD

Lakala Thornton of Jim Hill uses the backboard.
quality teams.
Defending 6a state champions Murrah suffered
their first Mississippi loss of the season during the
JPS Holiday tournament. The Lady Mustangs have
been hit hard by the injury bug this season. Coach
Tangela Banks of Murrah, won’t make excuses or let
the girls relax because of last season’s accomplishments. Banks is taking the opportunity to get her
young players ready for the playoff stretch.
Fourth ranked in the state with a record of 12 & 4,
Murrah will have their hands full with Gentry. Gentry
enters the game 9 & 9, but has the kind of team that
can beat anyone on any given night. The Lady Rams
won’t travel down from Indianola to hand Murrah an
easy win. This 7 p.m. battle will end the day of basketball excitement at Lanier.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S
URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION PLAYING
FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND
90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF
BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.

ing him.
Defending 6a boys state champions,
Columbus has 6’6” junior forward Robert Woodward at their disposal to contend with Jackson Academy’s Michael
Barber. Barber is a 6’7” junior forward
that has garnered national attention. Columbus and Jackson Academy will jump
ball at 4 p.m.
One of the best dunkers in the nation,
literally, Dandy Dozen forward, LaDarius Marshall from Forest Hill, will once
again get the opportunity to put his aerial
assault on display. Marshall brought the
crowd to its feet last year with an exciting
windmill dunk.

Number 5 ranked Forest Hill and Number 6 Olive Branch figure to be in one of
the best games of the day at 5:30 p.m. D.J.
Jeffries, the next big thing in Mississippi
since Callaway’s Malik Newman, is a
sophomore and on the Dandy Dozen list.
Jeffries is already on Kentucky’s radar
along with Kansas and a ton of other national power schools. Two top ten ranked
with teams with a Dandy Dozen on each
team looks to be a dream matchup.
Rounding out the day, are two schools
in the past 3 to 5 five years that have 7
state championships combined. Number
4 ranked Callaway welcomes number 10
Velma Jackson to the hardwood at 7 p.m.
Callaway recently won the JPS Holiday tournament behind the strong play
of guard John Knight. Knight is joined
by Kassim Nicholson, who just missed
the Dandy Dozen list this season. This
dynamic duo keeps the Chargers in every
game they play.
Velma gets to boast having the number
1 senior in the state, by most scouts, Nick
Weatherspoon, younger brother of Mississippi State’s Quindarry Weatherspoon.
Like his older brother, Nick plans to join
forces once again, with “Q.” Nick Weatherspoon had every national power knocking on his door requesting his services
next season. The atmosphere should be
electric by the time these two teams take
the floor.
If you love basketball, Clinton will be
the place for you Monday. Start the day
at 10 a.m. and one could literally stay
all day watching high profile athletes
coupled with solid programs to entertain
you.
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Shooting suspect’s mental
IRS to delay tax refunds for
millions of low-income families issues may explain little
By Stephen Ohlemacher
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – The IRS
is delaying tax refunds for
more than 40 million low-income families this year as the
agency steps up efforts to fight
identity theft and fraud.
The delays will affect families claiming the earned income tax credit and the additional child tax credit. These
tax breaks are geared to benefit the working poor, and
many families claim both.
“For most of these people
it’s the biggest check they
are going to get all year,” IRS
Commissioner John Koskinen
said in an interview with The
Associated Press. “We are
sensitive to that.”
The tax filing season starts
Jan. 23. But a new law requires the IRS to delay tax
refunds for people claiming
these credits until Feb. 15.
Processing times will delay
most of the refunds until the
end of February, Koskinen
said.
The delay is designed to
give the agency more time to
screen the returns for fraud.
The IRS estimates that it issued $3.1 billion in fraudulent
tax refunds to identity thieves
in 2014. The year before, the
agency says, it paid out $5.8
billion in fraudulent refunds.
Over those two years, the IRS
says it blocked nearly $47 billion in fraudulent refunds.
The earned income tax
credit is one of the federal
government’s largest antipoverty programs. It has also

The IRS is delaying tax refunds for millions of low-income families
as the agency steps up efforts to combat identity theft and fraud.
Starting in 2017, a federal law requires the tax agency to delay
refunds until Feb. 15 for people who claim the earned income tax
credit and the additional child tax credit. The IRS says processing
times will delay most of the refunds until the end of February.
been plagued by billions in
improper payments each year,
including overpayments, underpayments and fraud.
In 2014, about 29 million
families received more than
$72 billion in earned income
credits.
“The EITC is a pro-work
success,” said Chuck Marr,
director of federal tax policy
at the liberal Center on Budget and Policy Priorities. “It
encourages work, it rewards
work, and it has long enjoyed
bipartisan support for those
reasons.”
Eager to get refunds, about
half of H&R Block’s customers who claim the EITC file
their returns by early February, said Bill Cobb, president
and CEO of the tax giant.
The tax preparer is offering
interest-free loans to taxpayers affected by the delay, Cobb
said.
The additional child tax
credit also targets low-income
families.

Most families with children
are eligible for the standard
$1,000-a-child tax credit. The
additional child tax credit is
for low-income families who
don’t owe enough in federal
income tax to claim the full
credit.
For example, if you only
owe $500 in federal income
tax, you can use the $1,000
child tax credit to reduce your
tax liability to zero. But you
don’t get the other $500.
The additional child tax
credit enables eligible families
to claim the rest of the credit in
the form of a tax refund.
In 2014, more than 20 million families claimed $27 billion in these credits.
This year, the IRS expects
to process more than 153 million tax returns. More than 70
percent of taxpayers are expected to get refunds. In most
cases, the IRS says it can issue
refunds within three weeks of
receiving a return.
The delayed refunds are part

of a broader effort by the IRS
to fight identity theft and fraud
on refunds, which has mushroomed into a multibillion industry.
Two years ago, the IRS
started partnering with the
major tax-preparation services
and with state tax agencies to
combat identity theft.
“All of the players in the industry are sharing information
against the common enemy,
which is organized crime,”
Cobb said.
Koskinen said the agency is
making progress.
Last year, the number of
people reporting to the IRS
that their identities were stolen dropped by 50 percent, to
275,000 taxpayers, Kosinen
said.
However, a new report by an
agency watchdog says stepped
up screening by the IRS is also
delaying legitimate refunds,
forcing taxpayers to spend
weeks or months proving their
identity to the tax agency.
Last year, about 1.2 million
legitimate refunds – worth $9
billion – were delayed an average of more than 30 days,
according to a report released
Tuesday by Nina E. Olson, the
National Taxpayer Advocate.
Olson runs an independent office within the IRS.
Koskinen said the IRS has
had to get more aggressive in
screening tax returns because
the crooks have become increasingly sophisticated.
“We’re talking about international organized crime syndicates,” Koskinen said.

By Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press

NEW YORK – Esteban Santiago,
the 26-year-old man held in the fatal
shootings last week at Fort Lauderdale’s airport, reportedly has a history
of mental difficulties and it’s tempting
to assume they explain the crime. Experts say: Don’t.
“There is no one explanation that
will fit this case or any case,” says
criminologist James Alan Fox of
Northeastern University, an expert on
violence.
While mental health troubles could
turn out to play a role in the case, it’s
unusual for symptoms to drive violence, says Edward Mulvey, a psychologist at the University of Pittsburgh
School of Medicine who studies violence and mental illness.
There has been no public explanation of a motive for the crime, and terrorism has not been ruled out. It could
be that mental illness played no role – it
is unclear if Santiago had been formally diagnosed with any mental condition or was undergoing treatment.
A few reported details suggest he
was troubled. The mother of the Iraq
war veteran said he had been deeply
shaken by seeing a bomb explode next
to two friends while serving in Iraq in
2010, and relatives said he seemed different when he returned from service.
Santiago’s brother Bryan said Esteban told him last August that he was
hearing voices and felt he was being
chased. In November, he walked into
an FBI field office in Alaska and said
the federal government was controlling
his mind and forcing him to watch Islamic State videos, authorities said.
At that point, officials seized his
handgun and had him formally evaluated. After four days he was released
and his gun was returned.
But none of these details, by them-

Esteban Santiago, right, accused of
fatally shooting several people and
wounding multiple others at a crowded Florida airport baggage claim, is
returned to Broward County’s main
jail after his first court appearance,
Jan. 9 in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. AP PHOTO/ALAN DIAZ

selves or even together, are enough to
draw conclusions, experts say.
Plenty of people have had such experiences in their past and don’t commit
mass murder, Fox said. The fact that
Santiago was released after the evaluation indicates authorities believed he
was not dangerous to himself or others,
Fox said.
While certain factors often show up
in the history of mass murderers, like a
history of failure, a tendency to blame
others and social isolation, they also
appear in the histories of people who
don’t harm anybody, Fox said. That’s
why mass killers can’t be reliably identified in advance of the crime, he said.
Dr. Paul Appelbaum, a professor of
psychiatry at Columbia University in
New York, also warned against jumping to the conclusion that a psychiatric
disorder is the reason for the shootings.
Most behaviors have multiple causes,
he said. And even if Santiago suffered
from psychosis when he walked into
Santiago had other recent stresses.
He recently became a father, he said
in court Monday. He hadn’t worked
since November, and he had no money.
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“PATERSON”
PERIPATETIC BUS DRIVER PERSONIFIES
POETRY IN MOTION IN INTROSPECTIVE
CHARACTER PORTRAIT

By Kam Williams
Columnist
Paterson (Adam Driver) is
stuck in a rut. By day, the municipal bus driver repeatedly
negotiates his way around a
boring route around the New
Jersey city which shares his
name. After hours, he hangs out
at a dingy, neighborhood bar
where he dutifully limits himself to just one beer per visit.

Then, he heads home to be with
his loving wife, Laura (Golshifteh Farahani), and loyal
bulldog, Marvin.
Writing provides Peterson
his only escape from the mindnumbing monotony. Whenever
he finds a little free time, he
enjoys scribbling poetry into a
secret notebook he always carries around. Laura wants him
to make a copy of the precious

journal before it gets lost or accidentally destroyed.
By comparison, she’s relatively ambitious. Despite her
foreign accent and a lack of
musical knowledge, she dreams
of becoming a Country Western singer. So, she’s planning
to purchase a guitar and to take
lessons they can’t really afford.
She’s lucky that her jaded husband’s just too blase’ to com-

Writing to Save a Life:
The Louis Till File
by John Edgar Wideman
c.2016, Scribner • $25.00 / $34.00 Canada • 195 pages
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Even if you wanted to, you couldn’t escape
your father.
For most of your life, you were known as
Little Him. Junior. Insert-your-father’s-name
here’s kid. You’re a chip off the ol’ block, maybe
named after your pops, forever known as your
dad’s offspring. But, as John Edgar Wideman indicates in “Writing to Save a Life: The Louis Till
File,” that doesn’t mean that the supposed sins
of a father should be laid at the feet of his child.
On a hot Chicago summer day in 1955, fourteen-year-old Emmett Till took a train south to
visit family in Mississippi . He left with a sense
of excitement and came home in a speciallyordered, glass-lidded coffin, because his mother
wanted “the world” to know what had happened
to him.
There was, of course, a trial for his murder,
and fourteen-year-old John Edgar Wideman
watched it unfold. He’d always wanted to write
“Emmett Till fiction” but real-life turned out
to be more compelling: two weeks before the
Grand Jury convened, someone leaked Emmett’s
father’s confidential military records, revealing
that Private Louis Till had been hanged in Italy a
decade earlier for the crimes of rape and murder.
The revelation changed the expected outcome
of the trial.
In that same summer of 1955, Wideman fell in
love, became broken-hearted, and saw pictures
of dead Emmett in Jet magazine. That summer,
he was sad, confused, angry and so, he says, was
his father. There were other parallels, too; so
many lines drawn from fathers to sons that made
Wideman and his dad “afraid of each other.”
With that in mind, Wideman requested Louis
Till’s file and discovered “helter-skelter” papers
and a “hodgepodge of this and that…” Till had
been just “a kid” when hanged, the probable victim of an “ugly story.” Had he been around to
“school his son… about the south,” would Emmett have come home alive? Can a man change
the outcome of his child’s existence?
Though “Writing to Save a Life” is an intriguing, even provocative book, it may be a struggle
to read. For sure, it’s going to take some getting
used to.
In with news clips, files, history, current
events, and reconstructions of what might have
happened decades ago to Louis, Mamie, and
Emmett Till, author John Edgar Wideman melts
his own experiences and his imagination. That’s
a great method of storytelling, and it lends urgency and relevancy but it’s not very well delineated here – meaning that it sometimes takes
a minute to understand when this book takes a
fictional turn and when it turns back again. That
can be a distraction, even as those switch-andswitch-backs add to the emotional feel of the
story. Purists may also find an occasional lack of
punctuation to be quite irritating.
And yet – keep reading. This is a hard-hitting,
raw-spirited tale that ultimately gets under your
skin, and it’ll make you think about fathers,
sons, and what they might leave one another.
Keep reading – because “Writing to Save a Life”
may become a book you can’t forget, even if you
wanted to.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Swirl
5. Land unit
9. Squeak
11. Cart for hauling heavy things
12. Expressing dislike word
13. Ranch hand
14. Kimono sash
15. Birmingham’s locale
17. Center
18. Position with hands on hips
and elbows bent outward
20. Separation
22. Car speed
23. Road (abbr.)
24. North American nation
27. 365 days
29. Inched forward
31. Space administration
32. Handed out
33. Navy’s rival
34. Cheats

DOWN
1. Reverberate
2. Beat severely
3. Less than usual in size, power or
character
4. Talk
5. Sum
6. Bread leftover
7. Tuner
8. Leered
10. Tan colors
16. Catalogued
18. I see
19. Millimeter
20. Pointed weapon
21. Rift
22. Asian starling
24. Opp. of pretty
25. Ooze
26. Totals
28. Beam
30. Cat’s nemesis

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

plain.
Ostensibly resigned to his
fate, unassuming blue-collar
hero takes everything in stride,
whether dealing with passengers, unwinding with his wife,
or interacting with the colorful regulars at the local saloon.
Thus unfolds Paterson, the latest offering from the legendary
Jim Jarmusch (Stranger than
Paradise).

The introspective character portrait relies upon the sort
of dialogue-driven script for
which has become a Jarmusch
trademark, an adventure more
concerned with character development than with events of
cinematic consequence.
Irrepressible Adam Driver
tones down his ordinarily overthe-top act considerably, here,
to play the title role of an undis-

tinguished Average Joe.
But the picture’s charm rests
in its gifted director’s ability
to elevate a humble Everyman
into a curiosity worthy of an
audience’s contemplation. A
minimalist saga serving up an
unsentimental slice of workingclass life .
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated R for profanity
Running time: 118 minutes
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MLK Events

JSU will observe MLK Birthday
Convocation; present ‘For My
People Awards’ to Paige, others

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University’s Margaret Walker Center
(MWC) will celebrate its 49th
annual Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Birthday Convocation at
10 a.m. Friday, Jan. 13, in the
Rose E. McCoy Auditorium
on the main campus with a
keynote address from an offspring of a central figure in the
landmark decision Brown v the
Board of Education of Topeka.
Cheryl Brown Henderson,
one of three daughters of the
late Rev. Oliver L. Brown, will
discuss the case and legacy of
her father, who along with 12
other parents in 1950 joined the
NAACP in a lawsuit on behalf
of their children against the Topeka Board of Education.
In the pivotal case, the U.S.
Supreme Court declared unconstitutional state laws establishing separate public schools
for black and white students.
Brown Henderson is the
founding president of the
Brown Foundation for Educational Equity, Excellence and
Research. She is also the owner of Brown and Associates, an
educational consulting firm.
Robert Luckett, director the
Walker center, said the MLK
convocation at JSU honoring
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the late civil rights leader began nine months after King’s
assassination in 1968, making
it one of the oldest celebrations
in the nation.
Immediately following the
convocation, the MWC will
present its annual “For My
People Awards” during a luncheon at 11:45 a.m. in the JSU
student center ballroom. The
annual award is named after
Walker’s classic poem of the
same name as the awards.
Honorees will be Brown
Henderson; JSU’s interim
President Rod Paige; Michael A. Middleton, a native
Mississippian who is interim
president at the University of
Missouri, where he was elevated after student protests on
campus led to administrative
changes; and John Perkins,
founder of the John and Vera
Mae Perkins Foundation, who
is lauded for his commitment
to activism in Mississippi and
the nation.
The free convocation is open
to the public.
Tickets for the awards
luncheon can be purchased
through the Walker Center for
$20. For information, contact
the center at 601-979-3935 or
mwa@jsums.edu.

Dr. Michael A. Middleton
Interim president of the University of Missouri who was appointed
after student protests led to a change in administrations in November
2015. Raised in Mississippi, Middleton is a professor emeritus in the MU
School of Law after an illustrious career with the federal government in
Washington, D.C., where he was first a trial attorney in the Civil Rights
Division of the Department of Justice. In 1977, he was appointed assistant deputy director of the Office for Civil Rights within the former U.S.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Opportunity Commission
(EEOC) and as principal deputy assistant secretary for Civil Rights at
the U.S. Department of Education, Middleton was appointed associate
general counsel of the EEOC’s trial division.

Dr. Rod Paige
Interim President of Jackson State University and former Secretary
of Education under President George W. Bush. Paige spearheaded the
implementation of the historic No Child Left Behind Act, with the goal of
reinvigorating America’s education system. He is the former dean of the
College of Education at Texas Southern University, where he established
the University’s Center for Excellence in Urban Education. Following his
time as Secretary of Education, Paige served as a Public Policy Fellow at
the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. In 2006, he authored The War Against Hope and, in 2010, published The Black-White
Achievement Gap: Why Closing It Is the Greatest Civil Rights Issue of
Our Time.

Rev. John Perkins
Minister and civil rights activist. Over a six decade career, Perkins
has started a day-care center, youth program, church, cooperative farm,
thrift store, housing repair ministry, a health center, and an adult education program. Through Voice of Calvary Ministries, he started a church,
health center, leadership development program, thrift store, low-income
housing development, and training center. From this ministry, he initiated community development projects and health centers in neighboring
towns of Canton, New Hebron, and Edwards. The John M. and Vera Mae
Perkins Foundation, started in 1983, has worked hard to engage the local
community in Jackson and also spread a message of reconciliation and
development across the United States.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Legacy: A legend for all ages

By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Guest Columnist
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
glitters among foremost 20th
century leaders. An ardent activist, advocate, motivator, organizer, teacher, and preacher,
he entered the annals of world
history for his momentous contributions to the fight for social
justice, fairness, equity and human welfare.
In Dr. King’s own words,
“I have a dream that my four
little children will one day live
in a nation where they will be
judged not by the color of their
skin but by the content of their Jerry Domatob (front row, plaid shirt) and tour guide (front row, right) with Alcorn State University students
visiting the Locust House in Natchez, Miss.
character.”
King’s indefatigable struggle
for civil rights; bold and brave 1944 with the dream of becom- from Chicago Theological Col- Dr. King loved his parents and
protests; fiery and persuasive ing a lawyer or doctor. While lege. He also attended classes at later returned home to serve as
pleas along with, audacious there, he learned first hand from the University of Pennsylvania assistant pastor in his father’s
church.
declarations helped in reducing the famous religion professor and Harvard University.
At an era when the celebrated
The lesson he drove home
the much hated racial segrega- George Kelsey, and Morehouse
President Benjamin Mays about was the centrality and impor- New York senator and academtion that dominated the era.
Additionally, his daring steps the majesty and dignity of be- tance of education any and ic Patrick Moynihan was yellto improve the lives of black ing a minister, which he previ- everywhere. He impressed pro- ing about the disintegration of
peoples, as well as oppressed ously rejected. King graduated fessors, friends and even foes the black family, Dr. King depeople everywhere, will forever in 1948, and entered Crozer with his passion for learning. fied that negative paradigm and
attract the admiration of friends Theological Seminary Chester, At a time when some people held tight to his family. Battling
and the wanton trepidation of Pennsylvania where he studied manifest disdain and contempt in such a hostile atmosphere,
enemies. He was thus a phe- theology, philosophy and his- for education, King’s scholastic where they faced threats, astory.
pursuits bear manifest testimo- saults and other attacks, it was
nomenon for all ages.
At Crozer he also learned ny that it is vital and crucial. As tough raising a family. NotAs the renowned activist
Malala Yousfzai asserted, “Dr. about the Indian sage, Mahatma the educator Geoffrey Canada withstanding, he did his utmost
Martin Luther King Jr. was of Ghandi and his nonviolence asserts, “Education is the key to with the fervent support of his
wife, which is a great lesson for
achieving the dream.”
course, a great human rights philosophy.
all people to this day.
Licensed to preach in 1947,
Courage and conviction
activist and leader. He stood
Selflessness and sacrifice
To accomplish what Dr. King
up against segregation and in- he was ordained a Baptist minMost humans, with the exspired America to be a country ister in 1948. Dr. King was also did, in myriad arenas, you
for all colors and creeds. He elected Student Government needed both courage and con- ception of a few are self-cenraised his voice for freedom president and served as class viction. At an era when self- tered. Evidently, self-preservaledictorian in 1948, when he service, greed and aggrandize- vation is the first rule of life.
with dignity.”
Elsewhere another author earned his bachelor’s degree. In ment dominated as the modus However, leaders like Dr. King
rightly observes that, “Dr. Mar- 1951, he graduated from Crozier operandi world-wide, King who sacrificed privileges for
tin Luther King Jr. has evolved Theological seminary. Boston bore testimony that people must the benefit and service of othfrom a prominent civil rights University, where he pursued abide by the courage of their ers are legendary heroes. Men
like King, who are few and far
leader into the symbol for the higher education with scholar- convictions.
In leading protests, demon- between, forfeit themselves,
Civil Rights Movement.” What ship, awarded him a doctorate
are some of the legacies, which degree in 1955. From 1954- strations, boycotts and march- family, friends and even benthis star of vision and mission, 1960 he was pastor at Dex- es, he put his life on the line. eficial perks for a larger cause.
who is widely admired and re- ter Avenue Baptist Church in He was arrested, detained, He ultimately paid with his life
spected throughout the universe Montgomery, Ala. He married manhandled and stabbed. He which testifies to his selflessbequeathed? But who was this Coretta Scott (a concert singer) was defamed, denigrated and ness and sacrificial lamb status.
Thus as the American jurist
in 1953. He led several protests disgraced in many ways. Ultigiant?
and leader Marco Rubio wrote,
Beginning with a brief bi- culminating in the March to mately, he was gunned down.
As one writer eloquently “Dr. King’s message and legacy
ography, this article highlights Washington in August, 1963,
some of his marvelous and fab- where he made the famous, “I states, “King was detained, must live all around us and his
ulous bequests which charm, Have a Dream” speech.” He slandered, received hate mail dream must continue to lead
fascinate and inspire people of won several awards including and phone threats and his house us.”
Non-violence champion
the Nobel Peace Prize.
was bombed; but from the outall eras.
More than anything else,
Education and learning
set he preached nonviolence to
Brief biography
King visibly served as a cham- black boycotters.” This did not Dr. King bequeathed a memoDr. Martin Luther King Jr.
was born 1928, in a family of pion of education. Through his deter him from forging ahead. rable and everlasting legacy
Baptist ministers. Raised in that academic accomplishments, he Rather, it inspired him to push as a non-violent activist. He
religious environment, he grew illustrated the importance of further. The lesson here again, eloquently explained his conup in the church, which ulti- education. By his association is that we must stand for some- ceptualization: “The way of
mately shaped and influenced and upbringing in his fathers thing or fall for anything and nonviolence leads to redemphis life. He capitalized on edu- and grandfather’s churches, he King epitomized that noble tion and the creation of the
beloved community.” Yes, Dr.
cational opportunities his fami- acquired a full-fledged religious spirit.
King, like his mentor, Mahatma
education. However, he refused
Family solidarity
lies’ privileged status offered.
Though Dr. King dedicated Gandi, India’s famous spiritual
However, because of his col- to accept it as the be all and end
or, Dr. King still grappled with all as some religious leaders do. his life to the quest for freedom, leader and martyr,. constantly
racial discrimination and seg- Rather, he went to college and liberation and desegregation, he dreamed of leading his people
regation. He entered the pres- earned his B.A, PHD degrees nonetheless also set a noble ex- to freedom, economic power
tigious Morehouse College in followed by Dr. of Divinity DD ample as a leading family man. and prosperity.
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piggly wiggly
January 11 -17, 2017

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE

BOSTON BUTT

SIRLOIN
TIP ROAST

FRYER

PORK
ROAST

2

1

PER LB.

THIGHS OR
DRUMSTICKS

PER LB.

$ 99

USDA CHOICE

SIRLOIN
STEAK

SIRLOIN TIP
STEAKS

$ 79
FRESH WESTERN STYLE

3

¢

FRESH FAMILY PACK

PORK
STEAKS

3

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

$ 29

$ 59

PIGGLY WIGGLY

COOK'S

COOK'S

45 OZ.

1

1

1

PER LB.

$ 59

PER LB.

$ 49
ASSORTED

KELLOGG'S CEREAL

/5
12.2 - 14.7 OZ.

2 $

$ 29
ASSORTED

FAYGO DRINKS

/ 10
12-PACK CANS

4 $

FRESH PRODUCE

FRESH RUSSET

VINE RIPE SLICING

POTATOES

TOMATOES

$ 49

¢

2

8 LB. BAG

SUPER SELECT

CUCUMBERS

/1
EACH

2 $

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

BUTT PORTION SHANK PORTION
HAM
HAM

PER LB.

79

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

$ 19

USDA CHOICE

PORK
RIBS

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

79
PER LB.

EXTRA LARGE GREEN

BELL PEPPERS

/1
EACH

2 $

SPREAD
$ 79
MARGARINE
......................................

1
JUMBO BISCUITS 5/$5
PIGGLY WIGGLY

5 CT. ........................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

SLICED
$ 79
CHEESE
.......................................
8 OZ.

1

MINUTE MAID

ORANGE
JUICE................................ 2 $
59 OZ. BTL.

/5

PIGGLY WIGGLY GRADE A

CRINKLE CUT
$ 99
POTATOES
.................................
5 LB. BAG

3

SAVE ON

FURLANIS
TEXAS............................
TOAST 4 $

/5
EGGO WAFFLES 3/$5
6.75 - 8.46 OZ.
FROZEN

9.8 - 12.3 OZ. ..............................
FRESH FROZEN

BABY LIMA
$ 99
BEANS
.....................................
24 OZ.

2

