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Vicksburg honors native
son and New England
Patriots Malcolm Butler

New England Patriots strong safety Malcolm Butler (21) intercepts a
pass intended for Seattle Seahawks wide receiver Ricardo Lockette
(83) during the second half of NFL Super Bowl XLIX football game
Sunday, Feb. 1, 2015, in Glendale, Ariz. AP Photo/Kathy Willens
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
When Malcolm Butler
stepped in front of Ricardo
Lockette and picked off Russell Wilson’s pass, the undrafted and previously unheralded
rookie sealed New England’s
28-24 Super Bowl win, Sun-

day, February 1, 2015.
By midweek after the game,
Patriots’ quarterback Tom
Brady said he “would love to”
give the truck he got for win-

Butler

Continued on page 4

Obama: Burning pilot shows
ISIS’ ‘viciousness and barbarity’
The Associated Press

Inside

WASHINGTON
President Barack Obama
on Tuesday, Feb. 3, expressed determination to
see the so-called ISIS militant group and its “hateful ideology banished to
the recesses of history”
after the death of a Jordanian pilot, a Muslim, who
President Barack Obama condemned the
had been held captive by execution of Jordanian Air Force pilot First
the militant group.
Lt. Moaz al-Kasasbeh. AP Photo/Evan Vucci
Jordan’s King Abdullah II, on a previously
held a previously scheduled lunch
scheduled trip to Washington, add- with Abdullah in Washington Tuesed a stop at the White House later day, also condemned the killings
in the evening to meet with Obama, and called for the release of all prishours after a video emerged on- oners held by ISIS militants. The
line purportedly showing the pilot, king also held previously scheduled
26-year-old Lt. Muath Al-Kaseas- meetings with senators on Capitol
beh, burned to death.
Hill.
“Lieutenant Al-Kaseasbeh’s
Abdullah, king of a Muslim
dedication, courage and service to country and a close U.S. ally, has
his country and family represent portrayed the campaign against
universal human values that stand the extremists as a battle over valin opposition to the cowardice and ues. Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
depravity of ISIL, which has been emerged from talks with Abdullah
so broadly rejected around the predicting that Jordan would have
globe,” Obama said. ISIL is an al- a “strong and forceful” response to
ternate acronym for the extremist the pilot’s death.
group.
“The Jordanian response will be
Obama said the death would “re- more engaged, not less engaged,
double the vigilance and determina- when it comes to destroying ISIL,”
tion on the part of our global coali- Graham said. “The king feels that
tion to make sure they are degraded the gloves are off and that it now
and ultimately defeated.”
is time. If you can’t negotiate with
Al-Kaseasbeh, who fell into the these people, you’re going to have
hands of the militants in December to take it to them. And I think it’s
when his Jordanian F-16 crashed going to be more than Jordan.”
in Syria, is the only pilot from the
Earlier, Obama had said that
U.S.-led coalition to have been cap- if the video was authentic, it was
tured to date.
further evidence of the group’s “viVice President Joe Biden, who ciousness and barbarity.”
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Backing into Black History: The
Legacy of Carter G. Woodson
By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
NNPA Columnist

The best way
to
celebrate
Black
History Month is
to make more
Black
history.
Black History
Month is now celebrated around
the world.
Therefore, we are grateful for
the visionary leadership of noted
historian and scholar Carter G.
Woodson for being the founder
of what was known as Negro
History Week in 1926, that 44
years later evolved into Black
History Month.
It is also important to note that
this year marks the centennial
celebration of Woodson’s founding of the Association for the
Study of African American Life
and History (ASALH).
The mission of ASALH is to
“promote, research, preserve,

interpret and disseminate information about black life, history
and culture to the global community.” Established in 1915,
the association has no peer in the
preservation of our rich history.
ASALH continues to extend
the legacy Carter G. Woodson
“speaking a fundamental truth
to the world - that Africans
and peoples of African descent
are makers of history and coworkers in what W. E. B. Du

COMMENTARY
Bois called, The Kingdom of
Culture.” Yes, it is clearly of the
greatest necessity for all of us to
support and spread knowledge
about the accomplishments of
Woodson, which included his
landmark, The Mis-Education of
the Negro. Written in 1933, the
book is as timely today as it was
82 years ago.
We must not allow anyone or

anything to diminish or to dismiss
the uninterrupted
relevance and importance of Black
American history,
culture and intellectual genius.
The “fundamental truth” about the
glorious and triumphant history of
peoples of African
descent needs to be
retold and appreciated by all people Woodson
throughout
the
world.
We are a proud people. We are
an African people. We are the
black family, community, nation
and global community. We are a
people of the long centuries-long
struggle for freedom, justice and
equality.
Our history did not begin or
end with the tragedy and holo-

caust of transatlantic slavery.
The history of African people
begins with God’s creation of
humanity. We are the original
people. Human civilization had
its birth and evolution in the cradle of the heart of Africa.

Woodson

Continued on page 12

Mayor Yarber launches ‘The Bold New Vision”
for Jackson from the historic Alamo Theatre
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
Mayor Tony Yarber chose
the historic venue, The Alamo Theatre, for unveiling his
“Bold New Vision” for Jackson to a robust audience of
elected city, state and county
officials joined by city workers, education and religious
leaders, businessmen and
women, and other citizens.
The invitation to attend the
mayor’s presentation, Monday night, February 2, 2015,
called for those who would

New Vision

Continued on page 3

the Alamo Theatre, 333 N. Farish St., Jackson, MS
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Disparity study sought on minority
participation in state and federal contracting
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
A group of Mississippi legislators met at the State Capitol Friday, January 30, to bring
awareness to two bills filed this
legislative session regarding the
dearth of minority participation in
state and federal contracting.
Sen. Bill 2639 would require
the Mississippi Development
Authority to perform a disparity
study and deliver it to the legislature by the end of the year.
“We have to get that done,”
said State Sen. John Horhn. “If we
don’t get it done, whatever rem-

edies we want to
put in place are
not considered to
be legally defensible. So we have
to get it done and
get Mississippi
going in the right
direction.”
Horhn said the
projected cost of
the study would
be about $3 million.

Horhn

Continued on page 4

Socrates Garrett Enterprises seeks
subcontractors on $3.2 million downtown
Meridian project
Page 3

State Sen. John Horhn, center, is flanked by members of the Mississippi
legislature Friday, Jan. 30. From left, Senators Hillman Frazier, David
Jordan, Kenny Wayne Jones, Kelvin E. Butler, Rep. Mary H. Coleman,
Senators Robert L. Jackson, Angela Turner, Albert Butler and Debbie
Dawkins. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JOnes
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Turning a page in history: Civil
Rights veteran Jesse Harris passes

Harris
By Cynthia Goodloe Palmer
Special to The Mississippi Link
A veteran of the Mississippi
Civil Rights Movement, Inc. board
member and freedom fighter, Jesse
Harris, passed Tuesday, January 27,
2015 at his home in Jackson. He was
born January 10, 1940 to the late
Isaac and Jesse Harris in Jackson.
Jesse played an instrumental role
during the Mississippi Freedom
Summer 50th Anniversary Commemoration last June at Tougaloo
College.
Jesse attended the Mary C. Jones
Elementary School from 1946 to
1953. In 1959, he graduated from
Lanier High School and later attended Jackson State University in 1960.
Throughout his life, Jesse had
many jobs - a brick mason, roofer,
plumber, and factory worker. From
1975 to 1980 he was employed at
Brownward Community Collage as
a golf instructor, one of his loves and
gifts in his life.
All of the afore mentioned jobs
paled in comparison to his lifelong

work as a Civil Rights activist,
where he continued to work with
passion until his death.
After he heard about the murder
of Emmett Till in Money, Miss., and
Mack Charles Parker in Poplarville,
Miss., Harris was catapulted into the
movement of social justice.
As he often recalled, when he was
in school he had to write a paper regarding current events. So he wrote
about Charles Parker. His teacher
denied his paper, not accepting it
because she said it was too controversial to discuss during this tumultuous time in history.
In the early sixties, Jesse worked
on voter registration campaigns
around Mississippi, including in the
Mississippi Delta.
In 1961, he received information
regarding Freedom Riders and their
plan to ride through Virginia, the
Carolinas, Georgia, Alabama and
Mississippi, ending in New Orleans,
La., where a civil rights rally was
planned.
Freedom Riders came to the
South to work for desegregation of
public facilities serving interstate
transportation, as segregation of
such facilities and buses had been
declared unconstitutional.
At that time, the federal government had done nothing to enforce
the Supreme Court decisions and
southern states ignored the rulings.
Jesse explained that his Civil
Rights education began when he
was imprisoned in Parchman along
with people like James Forman,
James Bevel, Stokely Carmichael,
Diane Nash and Dion Diamond.

This is when he learned about “the
movement of the past.”
After spending nearly 23 days in
Parchman prison, Jesse was invited
by James Forman, a member of the
Student Non-Violent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), to become part
of SNCC as a field secretary.
In this new position, Jesse was
assigned to work in Laurel, Miss.,
with the Jones County Improvement
Association to organize a voter registration project and a non-violent
workshop with high school students
in the area.
After seeing the work that Jesse
had accomplished, Robert “Bob”
Moses, serving as the Mississippi
state director of SNCC, asked Jesse
to go to Greenwood to support and
reinforce the work they were doing
in the Mississippi Delta.
After the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) and other civil
rights organizations left the area,
Jesse along with other Tougaloo students continued the fight for justice
through protests and demonstrations
wherever there was a need to support civil and human rights.
In 1964, Jesse was instrumental
in helping train Freedom Summer
volunteers before they came to Mississippi and was manager of the volunteers in and around McComb.
Jesse was also an organizer for the
Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party. In the mid-sixties, he worked
for the Child Development Group
(CDGM) of Mississippi, a predecessor to Head Start.
Later, he worked with the Poor
People’s Corporation and the Feder-

ation of Southern
Co-Ops,
which were trying to improve
the economic
opportunities
for black craftspeople
and
farmers.
In the late
sixties and early
seventies, Jesse
was a member
of the Nation of
Islam. He lived
briefly in Chicago and New
York. Later, he
moved to Florida where he
lived ten years
in Ft. Lauderdale and twenty-five years in
Miami.
Retired from
the corporate
world, he returned to live in
Jackson, where
he was still actively engaged in
community organizing as a member
of the Veterans of the Mississippi
Civil Rights Movement.
In 2014, Jesse was the recipient
of the Hamer Humanitarian Award
presented by the Fannie Lou Hamer
Institute at COFO at Jackson State
University.
His latest vision was to conduct
a weekly “Civil Rights Film Festival,” which began Thursday, February 5. He wanted to share these

www.mississippilink.com

PSA

films with senior citizens, starting
with persons at the Golden Key facility where he lived.
Two brothers, Jetha (nicknamed
“Head”) Harris and Cecil Harris
and two sisters, Lucille Colton and
Francis Harrington preceded him in
death.
Jesse’s memories will always be
cherished by his two brothers, John
Henry Harris (Annie) and Richard
Harris both of Jackson; five sisters,
Catherine Mitchell (Adolph) of
Kalamazoo, Mich., Carolyn Harris

(Folosade) of Washington, D.C.,
Patricia Jerdine of Detroit, Mich.,
Janie Darden (Robert) of Dallas,
Tx., and Teresa Jones (Robert) of
Jackson.
He also leaves behind a host of
nieces, nephews, extended family
and a large host of civil rights veteran families from coast to coast.
Funeral services will be held
Friday, Feb. 6, 2015 at New Hope
Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr.,
Jackson, MS 39206. Rev. Wendell
Paris will serve as eulogist.
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New Vision
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Dr. Richard Middleton with Dorothy Moore (R) and other proud citizens

Mayor Yarber’s bold new vision for Jackson on display.

City Councilman Tillman and city officials

The Alamo Theatre is nearly filled to capacity

Photos by Jay Johnson

consider themselves “community stakeholders.” For a
city that is 70 percent African
American, it also kicked off
Black History Month in Jackson.
The historic and completely
renovated facility at 333 N.
Farish Street near downtown
Jackson was surrounded by
cars up and down the block,
as if an acclaimed entertainer
had returned to The Alamo.
The Alamo Theatre opened
at this location in 1949, but
was a Jackson mainstay years
before. It was the “place to
be” for movies, music competitions, blues and jazz concerts and also gospel shows.
Among its noted performing artists during the 1940s
and 50s were Nat King Cole,
Elmore James, Louis Jordan
and Cab Calloway. Local artist Dorothy Moore launched
her successful recording career from The Alamo.
So the Mayor and the city
workers lit up the stage at
The Alamo reminiscent of
its yonder days of glory. And
the attending residents from
various constituent groups
expressed their enthusiasm
with clapping and cheers,
giving their approval to the
vision statement and the central themes the mayor used to

Mayor Yarber
describe Jackson - “vibrant,
connected, prosperous, innovative and committed.”
The mayor shared how the
vision for the city and the current works underway are woven together by these themes.
He also walked through a
power point presentation
that showed how “the city is
poised to become a national
model for infrastructure projects and green initiatives.”
From the International Ballet Competition voted a top
event in the Southern Region
reaching visitors from over 39
countries, to the Mississippi
Blues Marathon voted in the
top 10 marathons in the U.S.,

to the Smith Robertson Museum, which
became world renowned when it was
recently showcased
on CNN, the mayor
said Jackson had
much to offer.
“We are Jackson,
Mississippi and we
are committed to
being the standard
of excellence in our
region,” the mayor
said. “We declare
that our history has
already shown our
relevance, but our
future will speak of
our resilience and
State Rep. Alyce Clarke
our ability to rise
above opposition.”
A more complete version of
the mayor’s presentation can
be read on the city’s website
www.city.jackson.ms.us, go to
NEWS FLASH.

a d v e r t o r i a l

Every day is Ferguson

By Darrell Allison
President, North Carolina
Parents for Educational Freedom

We are all
justifiably
outraged at
the
events
occurring in
Ferguson,
Mo. Headlines scream
almost daily about a new incident of racial violence boiling
over in a town that is struggling
to overcome its troubled history.
While prominent African
American leaders shout their
outrage from microphones and
television studios and the rest
of us express our sadness and
anger in the barber shops, salons and churches; we fail to
realize an essential hard truth.
Incidents like Ferguson happen every day in classrooms
across America.
Although non-fatal as Ferguson, an academic assault occurs
each school day as the needs of
students - especially African
American students - are neglected, ignored or buried at
the bottom of another batch of
standardized test score results.
Consider the following statistics compiled by the Black
Alliance for Educational Options:
• 42 percent of black students
attend schools that are underresourced.

• Poorly performing black
males are three times more
likely to be suspended or expelled from school than their
white peers.
• Black boys are 2.5 times
less likely to be enrolled in
gifted and talented programs,
even though they have proven
they can do the work.
What’s more alarming than
these dismal student statistics
is the ambivalence or numbness exhibited by us adults.
Where’s the outrage? Where’s
is the By Any Means Necessary
mentality in this case as we are
so quick to show in cases like
Ferguson?
Despite these sad statistics,
there are pockets of transformational change happening
across the United States where
leaders of color are doing so by
any means.
Geoffrey Canada, the former president and CEO of the
Harlem Children’s Zone (now
serving as president

Socrates Garrett Enterprises
seeks subcontractors on $3.2
million downtown Meridian project
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
Meridian’s Mayor Percy
Bland welcomes visitors to
his City Hall website, stating,
“By bringing together the remarkable strengths, talents,
creativity, and diversity of our
community, we know Meridian can reach its full potential
as a leading city of the 21st
century.”
According to Wanda Lovell,
project manager for Socrates
Garrett Enterprises Inc. (SGE),
the mayor has moved several
steps forward in making that
a reality, with the $3.2 million
Meridian project underway for
drainage and utility improvements for a five-block area in
the downtown area.
The project awarded to
SGE, Lovell said they are now
looking for subcontractors for
concrete installation, electrical
work, trucking, paving, traffic stripping, saw cutting and
material suppliers. A reception
was held in Meridian Friday,
January 30, for this purpose.
The project will provide
aesthetic enhancement to the
downtown Meridian area,
Lovell said, which will in turn
generate more revenue for local businesses and citizens
through employment opportunities and procurement.
The project includes new
water and sewer lines, new
storm drainage, replacements
of sidewalks, curbs, gutters
and paving, electrical improvements with light poles
and an electrical underground

SGE project manager Wanda Lovell with interested subcontractor
duct bank.
Along with utilities, Lovell
said installed will be an innovative product called Silva
Cell which “uses soil volumes to support large tree
growth while also supporting
on-site storm water management through absorption and
‘evapotranspiration.’”
Lovell said, “Socrates Garrett Enterprises Inc. is a general contractor committed to
building pride in our communities. It is a section 3 certified
bidder, which is a MDA requirement on any project funded by the Hurricane Katrina
reconstruction grant funds.”
The Mississippi-based firm
was founded by L. Socrates
Garrett in 1979, specializing
in procuring and fulfilling federal, state, municipal and private sector contracts related to
multiple disciplines within the
construction industry.
The Meridian open bid proj-

ect
began
January 20,
2015
with
projected
completion in
320 days.
L o v e l l
was
joined Mayor Bland
by construction manager Wayne Dollar in
making the presentation Friday night.
Among SGE’s clientele have
been the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Mississippi Emergency Management Agency as well as local
municipalities. The company
has been recognized as a “premier minority business enterprise in the southeast region.”
For subcontractor qualifications, contact project manager
Lovell at 601-573-8571 or
email wlovell@garretteci.com
or construction manager Dollar at 601-906-3590 or email
wayned@garretteci.com.

BUSINESS
4 • the mississippi link

February 5 - 11, 2015

www.mississippilink.com

Mississippi to receive $33 Jackson Municipal Airport
Authority announces US
million from Standard &
Airways gate move
Poor’s settlement
Associated Press
The state of Mississippi will
receive $33 million from a
national settlement with Standard & Poor’s over allegations
that it knowingly inflated its
ratings of risky mortgage investments that helped trigger
the financial crisis in 2008.
MS Attorney General Jim
Hood said in a news release
that Mississippi sued S&P
in 2011, joining with Connecticut, the first state to sue
in 2010. By 2013, the Justice
Department and 17 other states
filed similar lawsuits against
S&P.
Standard & Poor’s will pay
about $1.38 billion in the settlement announced Tuesday,
Feb. 3, 2015 over ratings issued from 2004 through 2007.
Hood said the credit rating
agencies were just as culpable

Mississippi Attorney General Jim Hood speaks at a news conference with
U.S. Attorney for the Central District of California Stephanie Yonekura,
from left, Attorney General Eric Holder, Acting Assistant Attorney
General Stuart Delery, and Connecticut Attorney General George Jepsen
at the Department of Justice Tuesday, Feb. 3, in Washington. Kevin Wolf/
The Associated Press

as the investment banks in
causing the financial crisis. He
added, although the credit rat-

ing agencies held themselves
out to be objective and independent.

Mississippi is home to
242,843 small businesses

SBA Office of Advocacy releases
Mississippi Small Business profile
The Mississippi Link Newswire
WASHINGTON - The Office of Advocacy, an independent office within the Small
Business Administration, released a report Wednesday,
February 4, titled Small Business Profiles for the States and
Territories.
It is an annual analysis of
each state’s small business activities. The profile includes
information on the number
of firms, employment, demographics and other topics using the most recently available
government data.
“Every year the Office of
Advocacy strives to produce
a small business snapshot for
Mississippi’s
entrepreneurs
and policymakers,” said Christine Kymn, chief economist
and director of economic research.
“We believe today’s report
illustrates the importance of
Mississippi’s small businesses

The Mississippi Link Newswire
US Airways moves from boarding passengers
on the west concourse to the east concourse at the
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
effective Wednesday, February 4, 2015.
US Airways passengers will now board at gates
three and four. US Airways ticket counter services
will now operate from the American Airlines ticket
counter relocated closer to the east security checkpoint.
This move comes after American Airlines and
US Airways are steps closer to completing its
merger and operate as one airline.
No flights are expected to be interrupted during the transition. American Airlines will continue
all regularly scheduled daily flights to Charlotte,
Washington, D.C. and Dallas.
To learn more information about the merger
between American Airlines and US Airways, call
800-433-7300.

and the vital role they play in
Mississippi’s economy.”
Some highlights of the profile include:
• Mississippi is home to
242,843 small businesses,
• Mississippi’s small businesses employ 430,316 individuals.
• The three industries with
the most small business employment include: health care
and social assistance; retail
trade; and accommodation and
food services
• Small businesses made up
75.6 percent of the Missis-

sippi’s exporting companies
generating 16.4 percent of
the state’s total known export
value.
The Small Business State
and Territory Profiles report on
the economic status of small
business from 2007 to 2014.
The profiles are a reference
tool for researchers, policymakers, and small entities who
are interested in how small
firms are performing regionally or nationally.
This report generally defines
small businesses as firms with
fewer than 500 employees.

Mississippi State Senate
honors Rev. Dr. Jerry Young

Horhn
Continued from page 1

A second measure, Sen. Bill
2630, calls for a compliance officer to be established in every state
agency to deal with minority participation in public contracting.
Horhn was joined at Friday’s
news conference by Sens. Hillman Frazier, David Jordan,
Kenny Wayne Jones, Kelvin E.
Butler, Robert L. Jackson, Angela
Turner, Albert Butler, Debbie
Dawkins, and State Rep. Mary H.
Coleman.
MDA makes a good faith effort
with its staff, Horhn said, but they
don’t have any teeth in regards to
what they are doing within state
agencies. Therefore, response
from the agencies is “spotty,” he
said.
“We think that we need a compliance officer whose job it is to
ensure that there is diversity in
contracting and diversity in bidding opportunities with every
state agency,” Horhn said.
African Americans make up
40 percent of Mississippi’s three
million population, but less than
three percent of federal and state
funded contracts are going to that
group.
“It’s not fair, it’s not equitable
and it continues the same old system, the good ole boys system,
the system where folks who have
the inside track continue to have
the inside track,” Horhn said.

“We want to see this changed.
We want to see equity in terms of
contracting and procurement in
the state of Mississippi, as it relates to minority contractors and
minority vendors.”
Sen. Jordan said the state’s
contracting and procurement statistics are disgraceful. “That’s a
shame and a disgrace on the state
of Mississippi. So we have been
trying over the years just to make
our state realize that we pay taxes,
too,” he said.
“And we fight and die in every
war. And here in the state of Mississippi we don’t get the rights
that we’ve earned,” Jordan said.
“For this to continue to be perpetuated and ignored is disgraceful,” he said. “You can’t wear two
left shoes or two right shoes. And
it is wrong as wearing two left
shoes for us to be silent.
“It is intimidation, so we have
to cry out against injustice and unfairness.… We have watered this
land with tears, made it rich with
our bones. We have a right and
should have access to everything
that any other Mississippian has,”
Jordan said.
Horhn was asked if legislators
had met recently with Bob Covington, director of the Minority
and Small Business Development
Division (MSBDD) of the MDA.
As director of MSBDD, Cov-

ington is responsible for the overall management of the division,
as well as developing and implementing short-term and longrange plans that assist minority and women-owned businesses
throughout Mississippi.
“We meet with Mr. Covington
on a regular basis,” Horhn said.
“We try to give him all the support
we can. But he doesn’t have any
chips, he doesn’t have the power
and authority to be able to require
these agencies to do more.”
“Now we’ve got attorneys, we
have engineers, we have architects, we have contractors, and yet
they continually and historically
have been left out of the funding
process,” Horhn said.
It is in the best interest of the
state that changes be made, Horhn added. “When you have 40
percent of your population that’s
not in the mix, it’s no wonder we
continue to stay on the bottom.
You’ve got to share the pie, and
when you share the pie, you grow
the pie,” he said.
“We’re going to redouble
our efforts to make sure that the
people of Mississippi know about
this unfair situation that is continuing and that we plan to do
something about it,” Horhn said.
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.

Then with 26 seconds to go
and the Seahawks on the Patriots’ 1-yard line, fate took
over.
Butler said, “I was so emotional. I had a feeling I was
going to make a big play but
not that big.”
From Vicksburg, Miss.,
and former employee at the
local Popeyes, Butler at-

tended Hinds Community
College. He graduated from
Vicksburg High School.
In his honor, Vicksburg
gave him a hero’s parade
Tuesday. Vicksburg’s Mayor
George Flaggs Jr. said Butler will be awarded the Key
to the City and a “Malcolm
Butler Day” celebration is in
the works.

Butler
Continued from page 1

ning his third Super Bowl
MVP to Butler. Brady added,
“I’m going to figure out how
to make that work.”
Butler made the game-saving interception at the goal
line in the final minute of
the game against the Seattle
Seahawks. The 24-year-old
wasn’t part of the rotation
to start Super Bowl XLIX.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Rev. Dr. Jerry Young,
pastor of New Hope Baptist
Church in Jackson the first
Mississippi pastor chosen
as president of the National
Baptist Convention USA,
was honored by the Mississippi Senate, Tuesday, February 3, 2105.
Dr. Young was presented
the Senate Concurrent Resolution 529 that commemorated the historic occasion. Primary author of the resolution
was Sen. John Horhn.
For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link
please call:
601-896-0084
or e-mail:
jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

At the State Capitol, standing center with his wife Helen, Rev. Dr. Jerry Young (7th from left) is joined by (left to right) Senators Bill Stone, Hillman T. Frazier, Albert Butler, Kelvin E.
Butler, Sollie B. Norwood, Young’s granddaughter Linzee Nelson, Senator John Horhn, Young’s daughter Dr. Jerlen Young Nelson (Linzee’s mother), Senators Robert L. Jackson,
Kenneth Wayne Jones, Willie Simmons and David Blount.
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Purported video shows Jordan pilot burned to death
By Omar Akour and Joseph Krauss
Associated Press
AMMAN, Jordan - A video released online Tuesday purportedly
showed a Jordanian pilot captured
by the Islamic State extremist group
in Syria being burned to death by
his captors following a weeklong
drama over a possible prisoner exchange.
Jordan threatened a harsh response to the killing of Lt. Muath
Al-Kaseasbeh, 26, who fell into the
hands of the militants in December
when his F-16 crashed near Raqqa,
Syria, the de facto capital of the
group’s self-styled caliphate. He
was the only pilot from the U.S.-led
coalition to have been captured to
date.
King Abdullah II of Jordan, who
is in Washington, spoke on Jordan
TV, urging all Jordanians to unite.
Confirming the pilot’s death, the
king said “it’s the duty of all of us
to stand united and show the real
values of Jordanians in the face of
these hardships.”
However, in the pilot’s home village of Ai, violent protests erupted
and a local government office was
set on fire. Witnesses said the situation was tense and riot police were
patrolling the streets.
At a tribal meeting place where
the pilot’s relatives have waited for
weeks for word on his fate, family members wept when receiving
word of the pilot’s death. Outside,
hundreds of people later took to the
streets, chanting: “There is no god

but God and the martyr is beloved
by God.”
The video appeared aimed at
pressuring Jordan to leave the coalition that has been battling to
roll back the Islamic State group.
Jordan’s king, a close Western ally,
has portrayed the campaign against
the extremists as a battle over values, but the airstrikes against fellow
Muslims are not popular in Jordan.
Jordanian government officials
have said their country’s continued
participation in the coalition is assured, despite the hostage crisis.
Officials said the killing of the pilot would only toughen Jordan’s
stance.
“The Jordanian response to the
assassination of the hero pilot,
Muath al-Kaseasbeh, will be strong,
decisive and swift,” government
spokesman Mohammed al-Momani
said in a statement carried by the official news agency Petra.
The army spokesman, Mamdouh
al-Ameri, said that “our punishment
and revenge will be as huge as the
loss of the Jordanians.”
The official Petra news agency
said the king was cutting short his
Washington visit and returning
home.
The Associated Press was not
immediately able to confirm the authenticity of the video showing the
purported killing of the pilot. The
20-minute-long video was released
on militant websites, bore the logo
of the extremist group’s al-Furqan
media service, and featured the

slick production and graphics used
in previous Islamic State videos.
The video included purported
images of the pilot showing signs
of having been beaten, including a
black eye. At the end of the video
he is purportedly shown wearing
an orange jumpsuit. He stands in an
outdoor cage as a masked militant
lights a line of fuel leading to it.
The video threatened other purported Jordanian pilots by name.
The latest video emerged three
days after Japanese journalist Kenji
Goto was purportedly beheaded by
the militants.
The fate of the two captives had
been linked but a video of Goto’s
purported slaying released Saturday
made no mention of the pilot.
In response to demands by militants, Jordan’s government had said
in recent days it was willing to trade
Sajida al-Rishawi, an al-Qaida prisoner, for the pilot, but that it wanted
proof of life first. Al-Rishawi faces
death by hanging in Jordan for her
role in triple 2005 hotel bombings
that killed 60 people.
An audio message last week,
purportedly from the Islamic State
group, said the pilot would be killed
if al-Rishawi was not released
Thursday, without actually proposing a swap.
A scroll on Jordan TV said the
pilot was killed on Jan. 3, raising
questions over whether any of the
hostage negotiations were sincere.
U.S. President Barack Obama
said if the video is found to be au-

thentic it would be “just one more
indication of the viciousness and
barbarity of this organization.”
“It will redouble the vigilance
and determination on the part of the
global coalition to make sure that
they are degraded and ultimately
defeated,” he told reporters during
an event at the White House.
Obama later issued a statement
offering condolences, saying the pilot’s “dedication, courage, and service to his country and family represent universal human values that
stand in opposition to the cowardice
and depravity of ISIL.”
The Islamic State extremist
group, which controls around a
third of Syria and neighboring Iraq,
has released a series of grisly videos showing the killing of captives,
including two American journalists, an American aid worker and
two British aid workers. Other videos and images show the killing of
scores of captured Syrian and Iraqi
soldiers. Tuesday’s was the first to
show a captive being burned alive.
David L. Phillips, a former State
Department adviser on the Middle
East, said he believes the brutal killing of the pilot could backfire, antagonizing Sunni Muslims against
the Islamic State group, including
Sunni tribes in Iraq.
“They need to have a welcome
from Sunni Arabs in Anbar Province (in Iraq) to maintain their operations,” said Phillips, director of the
Program on Peace-building and Human Rights at Columbia University.

He said the extremist
group’s
recent military setbacks may have
fueled the killings.
“They need to compensate for that with
increasingly gruesome killings of prisoners,” he said.
In Washington,
Abdullah met privately with members
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. The panel’s
chairman, Sen. Bob
Corker, R-Tenn., offered condolences to
the king at the start
of the meeting.
Anwar al-Tarawneh, the wife of Jordanian pilot,
Jordan has made Lt. Muath al-Kaseasbeh, who is held by Islamic
clear that the hos- State group militants, holds a poster of him as
tage crisis will not she weeps during a protest in Amman, Jordan,
prompt it to leave Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015. Al-Kaseasbeh was seized
the U.S.-led military after his F-16 jet crashed near the Islamic State
coalition against the group’s de facto capital, Raqqa, Syria, in DeIslamic State group. cember last year. AP Photo/Raad Adayleh
“We now all know
in Jordan, beyond any doubt, how support for the Islamic State group’s
barbaric ISIS is,” said al-Momani, ideas among Jordan’s young and
the government spokesman. “Who- poor. Last year, the government
ever doubted the unity of Jordan intensified a crackdown on IS symwill now be proved wrong. Who- pathizers and the al-Qaida branch in
ever doubts Jordan’s stern and lethal Syria.
Currently, about 220 Jordanians
response will be proved wrong.”
Experts are divided over whether are in prison because of alleged ties
Jordan faces a greater threat from to such groups, including 30 who
extremists outside its borders or are serving terms from three to five
from those within. In recent months, years, said Marwan Shehadeh, an
there have been signs of greater expert on militant groups.

Republicans challenge Obama on all fronts

By David Espo and Alan Fram
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - Newly empowered congressional Republicans
challenged President Barack Obama
at both ends of the Capitol on Tuesday, lining up in the House to repeal
the health care program he signed
into law but faltering in an initial
Senate attempt to roll back immigration policies he issued on his own.
There was a third challenge as
well, as Republican leaders announced the House would give final
approval next week on legislation
clearing the way for construction
of the Keystone XL Pipeline. That
would trigger Obama’s threatened
veto, the first in a new era of divided
government.
The skirmishes all seemed likely
to end in eventual defeat for Republicans, but served as a potent reminder of their power after Obama
challenged them bluntly last month
with his State of the Union address
and a no-balance budget on Monday calling for higher taxes and new
spending. The GOP won control of
the Senate in last fall’s elections,
and has its largest House majority in
nearly 70 years.
The vote in the Senate was 51-

48 to begin debate on legislation to
fund the Department of Homeland
Security and simultaneously overturn presidential executive orders
that have spared an estimated four
million immigrants in the country
illegally from the threat of deportation. That was nine shy of the 60
needed to begin work on the measure.
Senate Democratic Leader Harry
Reid said his rank and file would
continue to block action on the measure until Republicans agree to strip
out the immigration provisions.
Echoed by other Democrats, he
said Republicans were “playing
politics with national security,” citing the execution-by-burning earlier
in the day of a Jordanian pilot held
hostage by Islamic terrorists in the
Middle East as evidence of a threat.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky accused
Obama of a “power grab” that exceeded his authority as president.
“So I’m calling on Democrats to
vote with us now to fund the Department of Homeland Security. I’m
calling on Democrats to join us and
stand up for core democratic principles like the rule of law and separation of powers,” he said.
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Speaker of the House John Boehner, R-Ohio, joined by House Rules Committee member Rep. Virginia Foxx, R-N.C., center, and newly elected Rep.
Barbara Comstock R-Va., right, says the House will vote today to repeal
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, following a GOP strategy
session at Republican National Committee headquarters on Capitol Hill in
Washington, Tuesday, Feb. 3, 2015. AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite
It was an offer they refused, unanimously. A total of 51 Republicans
voted to advance the bill, while all
44 Democrats, two independents
and two Republicans were opposed.
The two GOP opponents included
Sen. Dean Heller of Nevada, whose
state is home to a large Hispanic
population, and McConnell, whose
vote will permit him to call for a
revote in the future.
The Department of Homeland
Security will lose a portion of its
funding on Feb. 27 unless Congress
has acted by then.
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Rhetoric aside, the vote appeared
to be part of a delicate dance in
which the Senate GOP leadership,
knowing it lacked the votes to prevail, wanted to demonstrate as much
to anti-immigration lawmakers who
helped pass the measure through the
House last month. The provisions
that drew objections from Democrats would roll back administration
policies that shield millions of immigrants from the threat of deportation even if they are in the country
illegally, and also give protection to
younger immigrants brought to the

country unlawfully by their parents.
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio,
said it was up to Republicans like
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas and Jeff Sessions of Alabama as well as Democrats to “stand with the American
people and to block the president’s
action.” The two Republicans were
influential in the House’s decision to
toughen the immigration provisions
of the House bill, and officials said
Boehner’s remark was a challenge
to them to make sure the Senate follows suit.
The speaker did not say what the
next step would be if, as expected,
the bill was bottled up in the Senate.
But Rep. John Carter, R-Texas., said
the House may eventually have to
pass a second bill that extends funding without immigration-related
provisions attached. “Ultimately
there may be a clean bill sent,” he
said.
Across the Capitol, Republicans
had more than enough votes in the
House to repeal Obama’s health
care law, but that bill, like the immigration measure, seemed headed
for certain defeat in the Senate and
faced a veto threat from Obama.
The House has voted more than
50 times in the past four years to re-

Subscribe TODAY

peal the health care law in whole or
in part, but this time was different.
The measure included instructions
to key committees to begin work on
a replacement that the party promised in the 2010 political campaign.
Officials described that as a measure of preparation in case the Supreme Court overturns a key portion
of the existing program in a ruling
expected this June.
Despite the dozens of previous
attempts at repeal, the day gave
newcomers to Congress their first
opportunity to vote to uproot the
health care law.
“Today, I am making good on my
commitment to support a full repeal of Obamacare,” said Rep. Alex
Mooney, a West Virginia Republican who took his seat in Congress
last month.
The announcement that Congress
would soon send Obama legislation
to approve construction of the Keystone XL pipeline meant the House
would accept relatively minor
changes that the Senate added when
it passed the bill. Among them is a
non-binding statement that climate
change is not a hoax.
Democrats say they have enough
votes to sustain a veto.
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Rep: Bobbi Kristina Love your heart this
is fighting for her life Valentine’s Day
By Mesfin Fekadu
AP Music Writer

NEW YORK - Bobbi Kristina
Brown is fighting for her life,
according to a statement from
the Houston family Monday.
Police said the 21-year-old
daughter of Whitney Houston
and R&B singer Bobby Brown
was taken to a hospital Saturday
after she was found face down
and unresponsive in a bathtub
in a suburban Atlanta townhome.
The statement said that
Brown is surrounded by immediate family and that the family was requesting privacy. No
more details were provided.
“We are asking you to honor
our request for privacy during
this difficult time,” the statement read. “Thank you for your
prayers, well wishes, and we
greatly appreciate your continued support. “
Whitney Houston was found
dead in a hotel bathtub in 2012.

FILE - In this Aug. 16, 2012, file photo, Bobbi Kristina Brown attends the
Los Angeles premiere of “Sparkle” at Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Los
Angeles. Messages of support were being offered Monday, Feb. 2, 2015, as
people awaited word on Brown, who authorities say was found face down
and unresponsive in a bathtub over the weekend in a suburban Atlanta
home. Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File

MS State Dept. of Health
Hearts are synonymous
with Valentine’s Day, and
February is the perfect time
to love your heart for American Heart Month.
Heart disease is the leading cause of death in the
United States, affecting one
in four people every year.
For women, that number
is one in three. Mississippi
ranks first in the nation for
cardiovascular disease related deaths, with a rate of 250
deaths per 1,000 population
annually.
It’s an epidemic that has
affected hundreds of thousands of people, regardless
of age, sex, or race. It’s not
just a man’s disease anymore.
The Southeast - especially
Mississippi and its neighboring states - lead the nation in heart disease deaths,
with rates nearly half as
high as the national average.
Mississippi, named America’s unhealthiest state in
2014 by America’s Health
Rankings for the third year
in a row, ranks poorly in
obesity (No. 49), physical
activity (No. 50) and smoking
(No. 47). All of these factors play a major role in heart
disease, which despite being
down 38 percent across the

nation since 1990, is still
responsible for the death of
25 percent of Mississippians
each year according to the
Mississippi State Department of Health’s Vital Statistics Bureau.
For the last decade, the
American Heart Association’s “Go Red” campaign
has helped raise awareness
of the No.1 killer of women:
heart disease, which is deadlier than all forms of cancer
combined. The majority of
deaths due to heart disease
can be prevented, but despite progress in awareness
and prevention, the financial
burden of heart disease and
stroke is about $300 billion
a year. It’s time we start
looking at a cheaper way to
live longer.
Eating the right foods is a
good start. The Mediterranean diet, rich in fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and
fish, has been shown to help
reduce the risk of heart disease and cancer. The DASH
diet, developed by the National Institutes of Health, is
a simple eating plan that can
lower your blood pressure
and help you lose weight
and stay healthy for a lifetime.
Along with the right diet,
maintaining an exercise
regimen has been shown to

decrease the risk of heartrelated diseases. The recommended 30 - 60 minutes
at least three times a week
can help keep your weight
under control and reduce
the chances of developing
life-threatening issues such
as high blood pressure and
diabetes.
If you are a smoker, kicking the habit is not easy,
but it could save your life.
The chemicals found in tobacco are not only addictive, but lethal: about one in
five deaths can be attributed
to smoking. There is good
news - after one year of
not smoking, your risk for
a heart attack falls dramatically, and after 10 years the
risk of developing lung cancer drops by half.
Before taking steps to improve your heart and your
health, talk to your family
doctor. Regular checkups
can help maintain healthy
blood pressure and cholesterol, which reduce your
risk of developing heartrelated issues in the future.
For more information
about heart disease, visit
HealthyMS.com/heart.
Look for us on Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/
HealthyMS or follow us on
Twitter at www.Twitter.com/
msdh.
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Parents for Public Schools of Jackson
leads community fundraising
effort to secure MacBooks

Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray accepts a check for $10,000 presented by Parents for Public Schools of Jackson during a JPS Board meeting held February 3, 2015.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson Public Schools
is pleased to announce that
Parents for Public Schools of
Jackson was successful in rallying the community to raise
more than $10,000 to support Jackson Public Schools
Freshman Academy students.
The funds go to pay the
$40 required to secure Apple
MacBook Air computers for
249 ninth graders who were
unable to come up with the

fee.
After receiving the funds
donated through Parents for
Public Schools of Jackson,
JPS will work to get the laptops issued to the students as
soon as possible.
Parents of students without
the laptop computers will still
be required to complete the
necessary documentation and
agree to commitments before
the device can be issued to
their students. Students are

not penalized in any way for
not having laptops. Alternate
assignments are available for
academy students without
laptops.
“We are truly grateful of the
efforts put forth by Parents for
Public Schools of Jackson and
all of the supporters who responded to the organization’s
call for assistance,” said Sherwin Johnson, Executive Director, JPS Public and Media
Relations.

Summer program for
JPS students to receive
a major financial boost
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson Public Schools
announced Wednesday, February 4, 2015 that a major
financial boost from the Terracon Foundation to the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) will be used
for the Summer Engineering
Experience for Kids (SEEK)
program.
A check presentation was
made at a press conference
at Blackburn Middle School,
1311 W. Pearl Street in Jackson. JPS students should be
encouraged to get involved
in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM)
careers.
For the past three summers, the SEEK program introduced JPS students to engineering concepts through
fun and engaging experienc-

es. Students learned the science of flight, vehicle design,
and perfume making. They
also practiced very important
team-building skills.
SEEK encourages African
American students to consider STEM careers by exposing students to hands-on engineering projects, roles and
responsibilities of engineers.
Terracon Consultants, Inc.
showed excitement in joining
in the partnership with NSBE
and SEEK. JPS board member Monica Gilmore-Love,
from the Terracon Jackson
office, showed her support to
see this partnership become
reality.
“As a consulting company,
we are especially happy to
support the SEEK program
and to encourage the development of future engineers

and scientists,” said Gilmore-Love.
Terracon is an engineering consulting firm with
more than 3,500 employees
providing
environmental,
facilities, geotechnical, and
materials services from more
than 140 offices in 40 states
nationwide.
The company currently
ranks 35th on Engineering
News-Record’s List of Top
500 Design Firms.
The Terracon Foundation
was established in 2008 as
a corporate philanthropy
initiative. The Foundation’s
mission is to promote education and become a real
part of the local community.
For additional information about Terracon, visit
www.terracon.com.

www.mississippilink.com

JPS Chess tournament
and student athletes
signing ceremony
The Mississippi Link Newswire
More than 150 students
in the JPS Gifted Education Program competed in
the JPS annual Open Doors
Chess Tournament Thursday,
February 5, 2015, at the JSU
Mississippi e-Center, at 1230
Raymond Rd. An award ceremony followed competitions.
Although Chess is a board
game, it acts as a great instructional tool in the District’s Open Doors gifted
classrooms. In addition to
improving students’ critical
thinking skills and problem
solving skills, chess is also
used as a resource to improve
students’ reasoning skills.
JPS also hosted a signing
ceremony for JPS student
athletes Wednesday, February
4, 2015 at Blackburn Middle
School in the school’s library. Athletes from JPS high
schools officially announced
their acceptance of athletic
scholarships from several
post-secondary institutions.

a d v e r t o r i a l

African Americans We Must Do Better
African Americans, Black History Month is
February. It hasn’t changed, so please my black
brothers and sisters, let us not waste another 28
days sitting on the dock of the bay watching the
clouds roll away. It just doesn’t make sense that
approximately 42 million African Americans will
not come together and let this month work for
them.
As a black man I am sincerely pleading,
begging, urging, importuning, you to join
me in yelling loudly that if we work for Black
History Month, Black History Month will work
for us. For further enlightenment, please go to
www.themississippilink.com/2014/11/11/
african-americans-we-must-do-better/.
I pray that the presidents of the historical black
colleges, faculties, and student bodies will take
the lead in this consolidated effort.
Pastor Jimmy Terry Sr., 931-648-1172, visiontb@bellsouth.net,
Galatians 2:20
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Alcorn hosts Port Gibson High School
and Hinds Community College students
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University
School of Agriculture, Research, Extension and Applied
Sciences hosted students from
Port Gibson High School and
Hinds Community College Utica at Alcorn on January 23.
During the event, visiting
students learned about the department’s academic offerings,
scholarships and admission
requirements as well as about
various careers available in agriculture.
Dr. Daniel Collins, chair,
Department of Agriculture,
gave an overview of the 1890s
land-grant university system.
“This visit is important and

helps train the next generation
of agricultural scientists and
professionals in order for our
country to keep its competitive
edge in agricultural production. Partnerships with K-12
schools and community colleges are vitally important,”
said Collins.
The students toured the Center for Ecology and Natural
Resources building where they
visited displays and learned
from Alcorn faculty and researchers about biotechnology, forestry, environmental
science, agribusiness, animal
science, plant and soil science,
and the Center for Conservation Research. They were able

to get hands-on experience
with animals and learned how
to extract DNA.
Jerrica Smith, a senior at
Port Gibson High School, is
planning to apply to Alcorn to
study animal science.
“The visit to Alcorn was so
interesting. I’ve learned how
scientists use extract from
the turmeric plant to treat and
cure cancer and enjoyed my
encounter with the animals,”
said Smith.
Chris Finley, a freshman
from Hinds Community College, shared, “I’ve always been
interested in agriculture. My
family has a garden and I help
take care of it. Also, my dad

works for USDA and I would
like to follow in his footsteps
and major in plant and soil science.”
Eugene Brown, director
of student union and campus
activities at Hinds Community College, is thankful to
Alcorn State for educating
his students on research and
employment
opportunities
available in agriculture and
offering an outlet for furthering their education upon
graduation from high school
and community college.
An agriculture teacher at
the Claiborne County Career
and Technology Center, Karla
Turner-Bailey, agreed with

ASU hosted students from Port Gibson High School and Hinds Community College - Utica.
Brown.
“It is important that students develop a tie with a
land-grant institution when

learning about agriculture,
developing networking skills
and broadening their horizons.”

Douglas
E-Week @ JSU celebrates
engineers, STEM starting Feb. 23 Stewart named
Alcorn’s Chief
of Police
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson State University College of Science, Engineering and Technology is
gearing up for a week of activities to celebrate engineers
- or E-Week - this month.
“National Engineers Week
(E-Week), which celebrates
professionals in all fields
of engineering, will be held
Feb. 23-27,” said Dr. Farshad Amini, professor and
chair, Department of Civil
and Environmental Engineering.
“It is the only event of its
kind - to bring public attention to the work and contributions of our nation’s engineers,” said Amini, who
is co-chair of the event with
Dr. Mahmoud A. Manzoul,
professor and chair of the
Department of Computer
Engineering.
The week of activities to
be held at the Engineering
Building should be of interest to all science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) students,
Amini said.
E-Week @ JSU Schedule:
Monday, Feb. 23:
- CSET/LSMAMP Symposium, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
- Lockheed Martin Recruitment and Career Development Workshop, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 24:
- Entergy Day (all STEM
and business majors), 10:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 25:
- Society of Women Engineers host SWE tea (all female STEM majors invited),
3 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 27:
- Nissan Day, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m.
Events will kick off Monday, Feb. 23, with a CSET/
Louis Stokes Mississippi Alliance for Minority Participation (LSMAMP) Symposium.
The LSMAMP program is
designed to prepare undergraduate underrepresented
minority students who major
in STEM studies to be effec-

tive and proficient in their
fields, and to be prepared for
graduate school.
“The LSMAMP symposium is a forum where eight
institutions of higher learning in Mississippi - including Jackson State University
- bring students and faculty
members together
to showcase their research,” said Dr. Ashton T.
Hamme, professor of chemistry and biochemistry.
“This symposium will be
an excellent opportunity for
students to network and to
present their research results
to the public. The College

of Science, Engineering and
Technology is pleased to
host this scientific conference, which has been held
annually at JSU since 2004,”
he said.
Founded by the National
Society of Professional Engineers, National E-Week is
dedicated to ensuring a diverse and well-educated future engineering workforce
by increasing understanding
of and interest in engineering
and technology careers.
For more information,
contact Amini at 601-9793922 or Manzoul at 601979-3923.

Donations sought for
funeral, candlelight
vigil held for former
JSU football player
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Members of the Jackson State
University Upsilon Epsilon
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. are seeking support as
they mourn the loss of fraternity
brother Travis Woods.
A candlelight vigil was held
Tuesday, February 3, at the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity plot in honor
of Woods, who lost his life on

Feb. 1.
A Go Fund Me Account was
set up for donations to assist
Woods’ family with funeral expenses: http://www.gofundme.
com/l9nutc
Woods, a former Jackson State
football player, was shot and
killed in an altercation outside a
club in Lorman, Miss., about 2:30
a.m. Sunday, authorities said.

One person has been
arrested and
charged with
aggravated
assault in the
incident, ac- Woods
cording
to
Claiborne
County Sheriff Marvin Lucas.
Woods, 23, a Natchez native,

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University
Campus Police has a new
leader at its helm. Douglas
Stewart Jr. is Alcorn State
University’s new chief of police.
Prior to starting a career
at Alcorn, Stewart spent 32
years with The Department
of Public Safety/Mississippi
Highway Patrol. During his
tenure with the Department,
he served in a number of positions such as trooper, investigator, assistant director
of human resources, director of human resources and
region commander of traffic
enforcement. He retired from
the Department in 2005 as a
Colonel.
Stewart earned a bachelor’s
degree in political science
from Alcorn in 1975 and later
graduated from the Mississippi Law Enforcement Officers Training Academy in
1978. He is also a graduate of
The FBI National Academy
of Quantico, Va.
Stewart is looking forward
to being in charge of the well
being of those on campus.
“I’m really excited about

Stewart
this opportunity,” said Stewart. “I’ve always enjoyed the
relationship I’ve had with the
students and staff here. I’m
excited to lead the safety on
Alcorn’s campus.”
To ensure safety on campus, Stewart envisions getting
the students involved in making Alcorn a well-secured
place of study.
“There’s no way to make
a product better unless you
involve the people who use
the product. Our students and
staff will help shape how we
execute our safety plans.”

MVSU President
Bynum visits MS
State Capitol

The Mississippi Link Newswire

was a starting defensive back
with JSU in his senior season in
2013.

On Tuesday, February 5, members of the Mississippi House of
Representatives welcomed Mississippi Valley
State University
(MVSU) president, Dr. William
Bynum,
to the House
Chamber.
Dr. Bynum is
the seventh president of MVSU.
Dr. Bynum
and representatives
from

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

www.mississippilink.com

MVSU were in Jackson to celebrate the Fifth Annual Green and
White Capitol Day.

Dr. William Bynum, president of
Mississippi Valley State University, speaks to the MS House of
Representatives while Rep. Sarah
Thomas (D-Indianola) stands in the
background.
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Mt. Helm Church at 180
A Time to Turn Around
By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link
“Let us as
pastor
and
members
of
Mount
Helm
in this day of
religious compromise and retreat, hold fast that faith once
delivered to the Saints, and
with renewed fervor lift up the
name of Him who said “And I,
If I be Lifted Up… Will Draw
All Men unto Me.” - Pastor T.
B. Brown, 1975
This year, Mt. Helm Baptist
Church turns 180 years old.
Established in 1835, Jackson’s oldest historically black
congregation traces our genesis back to the basement of
First Baptist Church-Jackson,
where our enslaved ancestors
worshipped under the watchful
gaze of their overseers.
As with many black believers who came to trust in the
Lord Jesus, these Christians
discerned that the Gospel was
liberating and life-giving, no
matter what heresy was being
preached to them by their slavers. This Gospel gave them
saving grace and unfettered
hope in the face of the systemic
sins of race-based oppression.
When emancipation arrived
in 1865, these baptized believers founded an autonomous
Baptist church named in the
honor of Thomas and Mary
Helm, the white Presbyterian
benefactors who donated to
the church our first property.
Amidst the terrors of white
supremacy, God kindly demonstrated divine providence
in the days when hope unborn was about to die. Intriguingly, Jackson’s most historic
black Baptist congregation is
named for a white Presbyterian family; a reality attested
by the struggles for identity
and ministry that ensued over
the nearly two centuries of our
church’s life and witness. And
yet, 180 years later, the God
of our weary years and silent
tears keeps making ways out
of no way.
The Akan people speak of
the Sankofa bird, a mythical
creature that looks backwards
as it flies forward. In this anniversary year, Mt. Helm has
been called to look back at our
past and retrieve the lessons
necessary for the future. These
lessons have been both positive reminders of the good we
have done in God’s strength,
and challenging reminders that
we are often called to repent
for the ways in which we have
failed to give God the glory.
These are lessons that still
warrant our attention.
One of the great lessons I
have learned is that Mt. Helm
did so much with so little during the Reconstruction Era.
From 1865 to the turn on the
century, our recently manumitted predecessors had a spiritual
vitality that not only prepared
them for heaven, but caused
them to seek a little heaven on
earth. Through fervent prayer
and collective economics,
they made the Gospel visible
through missions to Africa
and by housing for a few years
what we now know as Jackson
State University. Evangelism
and education served as the
foundation of this church’s
mission, a foundation sometimes forgotten throughout the
subsequent years.
During the 20th century,
church fights and church
splits led to the birth of new

congregations and denominations. Times of spiritual lukewarmness and missional drift
marked much of this long history. Sadly, these situations
clouded what the good pastors
and members did in the name
of the Lord.
To this day, Mt. Helm inspires both pride and lament
in persons who know about
our congregations more recent
checkered past. To be sure,
the last thirty years have added great consternation to this
complex reputation.
Short term pastorates, lasting three years on average, has
led members of the Jackson
community and throughout the
nation to joke about our instability. Since 1977, Mt. Helm
has had ten pastors. I make the
tenth pastor in that parade, the
twenty-third of all the pastors
combined.
In that same space of time
comparable
congregations
like Farish Street, Cade Chapel, and New Hope (Watkins
Drive) Baptist churches have
had one or two pastors.
In his excellent book, Autopsy of a Deceased Church,
church consultant Thom Rainer rightly points out that serial
short pastoral tenures is one
of twelve signs that a church
might be sick and even dying.
When I came to Mt. Helm
in 2010, I arrived as a young
preacher full of the Holy
Ghost, vision, and a Duke
Divinity School education.
I was naïve. I believed that
simply preaching the Word,
loving the people, and setting
a course for transformation
was all that was needed for a
church that confessed its desire for reform. I soon discovered that this wasn’t enough
for a congregation that was in
decline for more than two decades. Change would not come
quickly and not without a fight.
Though most of the members knew things would only
get worse if positive changes
didn’t occur, a vocal minority resisted spiritual leadership at every turn. By my third
year I was discouraged and
dismayed. On the verge of
burnout I acknowledged that
I could not do this alone and
after much prayer felt led to go
to a ministry context where my
gifts would be appreciated.
Some may wonder why I
went back. What changed between then and now to lead
me to believe this time would
be different? Much prayer, intense talks with mentors and
colleagues, and a transparent
and truthful series of conversations with Mt. Helm’s leadership and membership opened
me up to the faith that it’s not
too late for Mt. Helm to turn
around.
Too many moments in the
church’s history have demonstrated that when Mt. Helm
repents and turns back to God,
awesome things happen.
Since returning in January,
I see a greater responsiveness
to God’s call to us. A different
spirit of worship, fellowship,
discipleship, stewardship, and

leadership have marked our
time together so far.
Yes, offering transformational leadership to an established church is rather difficult for a young pastor. In my
first three years, I often felt
like what our enslaved ancestors must have experienced: I
was serving God’s people but
did so under the gaze of some
overseers who monitored what
I said and did.
Appropriate checks and balances are important and welcome; but terrorizing pastoral
authority because a few really prefer a social club rather
than a New Testament church
wasn’t the Christian thing to
do. But I complied with that
enslavement at times. I felt
shackled by a heavy burden.
But after leaving for Alcorn
State University, God reminded me of the liberating and
life-affirming Gospel that I
have been called to preach and
embody.
After spending too much
time trying to please people, I
chose to please God. The Lord
liberated me on the Reservation beneath the shade of giant
trees. The yoke is broken. The
chains are off. I am free to lead
as I am led by Christ in the
power of the Spirit.
So this year, with God’s
help, I believe Mt. Helm will
turn around. It won’t be easy
and will take some time. But to
everything God has appointed
a season. Through faith I trust
this is our season for revitalization, reform, and renewal.
By turning back to God I believe we will turn back to what
matters most to us as a ministry.
We will keep the main thing
- the main thing and do what
brings God glory. As former
pastor T.B. Brown eloquently
stated forty years ago, ours too
is a time of compromise and
retreat and we need Mt. Helm
to be a church that makes the
Gospel visible. In the best of
times evangelism and education, missionary zeal and community-focus, spiritual depth
and biblical justice marked us.
By returning to these values
Mt. Helm’s latter days will be
greater than our former ones.
I pray that you join us on
this journey toward God’s
preferred future for us. We
remember that we exist to the
glory of God so that through us
changed lives can change the
world. This old ship of Zion
has had many passengers and
we still have room for more.
May the Holy Spirit fill our
sails and propel us to deeper
ministry in the Name of Jesus
Christ.
“Therefore repent and turn
back, so that your sins may
be wiped out, that seasons of
refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord[.]” Acts
3:19 (HCSB)
Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate
of the University of MS and
Duke University, serves as the
director of Student Religious
Life at Alcorn State University
and is the pastor of Mt. Helm
Baptist Church in Jackson.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
As we begin
to pay homage
so many people
of color during
this special period of recognition - known as
Black History, I’d like to list
the accomplishments of those
black Americans whose leadership has been instrumental
in the creation/transformation
of our churches and communities.
We all know that the church
has served in so many capacities throughout hundreds
of years. If black churches
had not been formed, history would have been given
a different twist. So, please
indulge me as I provide you
with information regarding
the origin of the various institutions within the African
American community.
This week, two such places
of worship are sharing their
beginnings on the “Reigning
News Page” as they celebrate
their origins. I’d like to take
a moment to share more with
you regarding African American religions.
The African Methodist Episcopal Church has
a unique and glorious history. It was unique in that it
is the first major religious
denomination in the Western
World that had its origin over
sociological and theological beliefs and differences.
It rejected the negative theological interpretations which
rendered persons of African
descent second class citizens.
The church was born in protest against slavery - against
dehumanization of African
people, brought to the American continent as labor.
Richard Allen,
known
as one of the
founders
of
the
African
Methodist
Church, was
born
into Allen
slavery
in
1760, but was freed by his
owner because of prolific
preaching abilities. Allen had
for some time thought of establishing an independent
black congregation, nonetheless, he had no desire to leave
Methodism or the local Conference. He recognized that
blacks needed a place they
could worship in freedom.
The mission of the African
Methodist Episcopal Church
continues to be to minister
to the spiritual, intellectual,
physical, emotional, and environmental needs of all people by spreading Christ’s liberating gospel through word
and deed.
The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church
Corporation is a major faithbased organization servicing
more than 1,000,000 members utilizing a membership
business model as its revenue
base.
Its history states that the
A.M.E. Zion Church was officially born October 1796,
chartered in 1801 and firmly
established in 1820, when
the leaders voted themselves
out of the white Methodist
Episcopal Church. The next
year, church founders agreed
to call the church the African
Methodist Episcopal Church
in America. But to distinguish
this New York-based group
from the Philadelphia black
Methodist movement which
emerged about the same time,
the word “Zion” was added to
the title during the church’s
general conference in 1848.
Devoted to religious, edu-

cational and social causes,
the AME Zion Church and its
members have been instrumental in many of the freedom struggles of this nation,
dating back to the days when
former slaves Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth and
Harriet Tubman led the first
wave of black social activism. Many of the denomination’s clergy and lay people
were active participants in
the Civil Rights Movement
of the ‘60s.
“The outward person is important, but the primary focus
of the AME Zion Church remains spirituality and “sharing the good news of the
gospel,” said a former AMEZ
senior bishop.
The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, or
the CME Church as it is
commonly called, came into
existence as a result of the
movement from slavery to
freedom. During the years
following the birth of Methodism, the denomination
grew rapidly.
The Methodist Episcopal
Church South was an outgrowth of Wesley’s Methodism. Some blacks, converted
to Christianity by slave masters, accepted the Methodist
doctrine as it was. However,
with the passage of time, the
emancipation of blacks from
slavery created the desire by
blacks to have and control
their own church. This desire
led formerly enslaved persons who had been members
of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South, to start their
own independent religious
organization.
Forty-one men who have
exemplified leadership qualities gathered together in Jackson, Tenn. on December 16,
1870. With the advice and assistance of the white brethren
of the M.E. Church South,
the black religious leaders
organized the colored branch
of Methodism. On Tuesday, December 20, they adopted the Methodist South’s
Book of Discipline and on
Wednesday, December 21,
they elected two of their own
preachers - William H. Miles
of Kentucky and Richard H.
Vanderhorst of Georgia - as
their bishops. Gathering in
Jackson with only a dream,
the religious leaders departed
with their own church a reality.
The Church of God in
Christ is commonly known
as being holiness or pentecostal in nature because of
the importance ascribed to
the events which occurred
on the Day of Pentecost, the
50th day after the Passover,
or Easter as being necessary
for all believers in Christ Jesus to experience.
The church is also considered to be a member of
the great Protestant body
although it did not directly
evolve from the European or
English Reformation but had
its origin within the General
Association to the Baptist
Church.
Elder Charles Harrison
Mason, who later became the
founder and organizer of the
Church of God in Christ, was
born September 8, 1866, on
the Prior Farm near Memphis,
Tenn. His father and mother,
Jerry and Eliza Mason, were
members of a Missionary
Baptist Church, having been
converted during the dark crises of American Slavery.
Under Bishop Mason’s
spiritual and apostolic direction, the church has become
one of the largest Pentecostal
groups in America.
The Progressive National

Baptist Convention, Inc.
(PNBC) started as a movement which reflected the religious, social and political
climate of its time. Its mission was to transform the
traditional African American
Baptist Convention as well as
society. The formation of the
convention was wrapped up
in the civil rights movement
and was begun by some of the
same persons who were deeply involved in the freedom
movement for African Americans in the United States.
As a result of the 1961
founding meeting in Cincinnati Ohio, Rev. T. M. Chambers was elected as its first
president. Leadership from
across the United States
joined the Progressive Baptist family and spawned the
Progressive National Baptist
Movement. Issues of freedom, civil and human rights,
and progressive ideas became
the cornerstone for the convention. The PNBC became
a new Christian movement
which included an array of
social and political concerns
embodied in its founding
principles of Fellowship,
Progress, Peace and Service.
The PNBC movement was
under girded by Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.’s struggle for
freedom for African Americans. It was the PNBC that
provided a denominational
home for Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and many of the Baptist leaders in the Civil Rights
Movement. They all became
important forces in the life
and work of the Progressive
National Baptist Convention,
Inc.
The National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc. founded
in 1886, is the nation’s oldest
and largest African American
religious convention with an
estimated membership of 7.5
million.
The newlyelected
National
president,
Rev.
Jerry Young of
Jackson, is the
pastor of New
Hope Baptist Young
Church
on
Watkins Drive.
The mission of the Convention is to fulfill the Great
Commission of Jesus Christ
through preaching, teaching, and healing, to promote
home and foreign mission efforts; to encourage and support Christian education; to
publish and distribute Sunday
School and other Christian
literature, music, and other
works of art and religious
expression; and to engage in
any other endeavors deemed
fitting and proper in order to
advance the cause of Jesus
Christ throughout the world.
Please share this information with others and don’t
stop with just this information. Continue to share the
book of Isaiah 52:7 (NIV)
which reads: “How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good
news, who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say
to Zion, Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a
messenger for news in and
around the state of Mississippi, would like to serve as
your personal messenger to
share your news and the news
of your place of worship and
visit.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.
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Being about our Father’s Business - Part I

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

“And
when
they saw Him
(Jesus), they were
amazed; and His
mother
(Mary)
said unto Him,
Son, why have
you thus dealt with us? Look,
your father (Joseph) and I have
sought you sorrowing. And He
said unto them, how is it that
you sought Me? Know you not
that I must be about My Father’s
business?” (Luke 2:48-49)
Jesus even as a child put a
higher priority on “His Father’s
Business” than on the concerns
of His parents. You and I, if we
are spiritually regenerate people, adopted into God’s family,

have the same Father as Jesus.
In fact Jesus said to His disciples in John 20:17, “I ascend
unto My Father, and your Father, and to My God, and your
God.” So now we have the
same spiritual Father as Jesus.
The question then arises: “Must
we, as children of the Father,
share the perspective of Jesus
that “we must be about our Father’s business?”
I suppose when we are first
born of the spirit, we actually
have very few correct ideas
about what exactly is “our Father’s business.” Jesus was 12
years old when He said these
words. He was old enough to
know His Father’s business.
This Holy Child was about
His Father’s business when He

was simply asking questions
and learning of the appointed
teachers.
In fact, we need to do more
of this kind of business. We are
meager, lean and weak, because
we are frothing at the mouth
with talking too much before
we have drank in the truth of
God into our inmost souls.
Remember, the good matter cannot come out of you if it
has never gone into you - and if
you have no time for receiving
instruction, the matter which
comes out of you will be of
little worth.
Are we old enough in Christ
to really understand our Father’s business? If we aren’t
ready to understand it, then
we can’t really be expected to

“be about it.” Jesus said to His
disciples after the resurrection,
again in John 20, verse 21: “As
the Father sent Me, so I send
you.”
Before Jesus could say that to
us personally though, we would
need to have a real understanding of the dynamics of what it
meant in the life and mission of
Jesus to be sent by the Father.
In our personal relationship
with God, after we have spent
some time in the presence of
God, learning to live well with
the Holy Spirit, we too will ultimately be qualified by God
to understand the meaning of
those words and take up the call
to mission they imply.
However, before we can do
that in a full sense, we must

Powerful celebrations for the 150th
Anniversary of Pearl Street A. M. E. Church

McAllister

Bland

Boyd

Tyler

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Pearl Street African Methodist Episcopal Church is
preparing to celebrate several
milestones during its 150th
Year Church Anniversary and

the 228th A.M.E. Founders’
Day combined celebrations.
The theme is “150 Years of
Progress…Pausing to Reflect
and Building for the Future.”
The speaker for the 13th An-

nual Scholarship Banquet on
Friday, February 6, at 7 p.m. is
Mayor Percy Bland Jr., of Meridian. As chief administrator
for the city, he has dedicated
himself to Meridian’s youth.
The culmination of the
228th A.M.E. Founders’
Day and the 150th Church
Anniversary will take place
Sunday, February 8. The
speaker for the 8 a.m. worship service is Rev.George
W. Tyler; presiding elder
for the Jackson-Vicksburg
District. The Right Rev.
Julius H. McAllister Sr.,
presiding bishop of the
Eighth Episcopal District,
will speak at the 11 a.m.
service.

The African Methodist Episcopal Church was founded by
Richard Allen in 1787 and today continues to be that beacon of light for the world to
learn about the rich heritage
of the African- American
people and the spirit-filled
A.M.E. church. The overall
theme of the church is “God
Our Father, Christ Our Redeemer, The Holy Spirit Our
Comforter, Humankind Our
Family.”
Tickets are available for
purchase through the Church
Office. For additional information, please call the church
office at 601-352-6087 or visit
www.pearlstreetame@comcast.net.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church
“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”
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also allow our own lives to be
recipients of what the Father’s
business provides people. You
ought to feed on the product before you can provide it to others
effectively.
This is true even though
sometimes we can go beyond
what we have personally experienced because God Himself
is ultimately the One who supplies the spirit.
Our Father is into the restoration of His family and spiritual fellowship. We are all in a
growing and learning process.
The problem we face is all
this sin and all these demons
running around trying to spoil
everything. They are bringing bondage, enslavement,
hurt, pain, sickness, death and

hardness of heart by whatever
means they can, purely out of
hatred for God.
So Jesus came for the purpose of destroying the works of
the devil. “For this purpose was
the Son of God manifested, that
He might destroy the works of
the devil.” (1 John 3:8)
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He honorably
served in the U.S. Army for 20
years. Rev. Green is a member
of the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.

R ei g nin g
A nn o u ncemen t s
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, will hold
the Fourth Annual “Back in the Day” Black History Celebration
each Thursday, throughout the month of February 2015, beginning at 6 p.m. in the Robert Brown Cooper Gymnasium. The
dates, events and speakers will include: February 5, “New Hope
Legacy Night” with guest speaker the Honorable Gregory K. Davis, U. S. Attorney, Southern District; February 12, “Showcasing
Our African Roots” with speaker Pamela D. C. Junior, director
of the Smith Robertson Museum and Cultural Center; February
17, Youth Night “Youth Heritage Night” with special guest MADDRAMA; February 26, grand finale’ stage performance, “Oh!
Freedom!” with special guest, Wesley G. Williams II, in a stage
performance and H. L. Wright, vocalist. For more information call
601.366.7002. Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.
College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, Couples Ministry will host a Pre-Valentine’s Day dinner at Drago’s
Seafood Restaurant, 1001 East County Line Rd., Friday, February 6, at 6:30 p.m. For more information call 601.355.2670. Rev.
Michael T. Williams is the pastor.
Greater Fairview Baptist Church, 2545 Newport St., Jackson,
Love Ministry will host its Valentine’s gala Saturday, February 7,
at 1909 Boling St., Jackson. On Sunday, February 8, all members are asked to wear red during regular services in support of
Heart Health Month, Valentine’s Day and Black History Month.
For more information call 601.362.6447.
New Beginnings Christian Church, 2920 Highway 468, Pearl,
is the location where Butterfly by Grace Defined by Faith will
present a Teen Summit on Saturday, February 7, from 9:30 a.m.
– 12:30 p.m. Admission is free. For more information e-mail jdkenny29@yahoo.com. Bishop James Griffin is the pastor.
Mt. Nebo M. B. Church, 1245 Tunica St., Jackson, will host a
Sweetheart gala on Saturday, February 14, from 6 - 9 p.m. For
more information call 601.969.3511. Rev. John A. Wicks Jr. is the
pastor.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal
Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!
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“Don’t know much about
history”: Civic lessons
and Civil Rights
By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist

Sam Cooke’s
early 1960s pop
tune,
“Don’t
Know
Much
About History,”
was a big hit on
the charts. Unfortunately, the gospel and soul star’s
lyrics also expressed a reality that
still haunts American society.
Just Google the phrase “don’t
know much about history,” and
you’ll see the breadth of the evidence that Americans of all ages
are, as a group, woefully ignorant
about basic facts of America’s
history and its governmental
structure.
Putting that ignorance on display has been a staple of comedic
man-in-the-street interviews on
late-night talk shows for decades.
But its alarming seriousness is
more clearly seen in such scholastic tests as the periodic National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) history test,
which have firmly established
that America’s students - tomorrow’s adults and decision-makers
- really don’t know much about
the country’s past.
And it’s seen in the 2014 survey conducted by the Annenberg
Public Policy Center of the University of Pennsylvania.
It found that 21 percent of
Americans think that Congress
can reconsider U.S. Supreme
Court rulings decided on a narrow, 5-to-4 basis; that, while 36
percent of Americans could name
all three branches of the national
government, 35 percent couldn’t
name one; and that more than a
quarter of the American populace
don’t know it takes a two-thirds
vote of the House and Senate to
override a presidential veto.
Reducing that ignorance is one
reason Arizona state legislators
have given in, enacting a bill that
requires all of the state’s students
to pass a 100-question, multiplechoice “citizenship test” in order
to graduate from high school.
The test, drawn up by the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration
Services agency, is the same test
given to immigrants applying for
U.S. citizenship. But, while immigrants need correctly answer
only six of 10 questions drawn
from the list in order to pass,
Arizona’s students must correctly
answer 60 of the list’s 100 questions.
Arizona’s is the first such requirement in the country, but at
least 13 other state legislatures
are considering similar measures.
One might think such a requirement would draw universal support. Instead, however, it
has provoked numerous pointed
questions from within Arizona
and elsewhere.
For example, some criticize the
legislation as imposing on teachers and students another burdensome “teach-to-the-test” requirement that will leave little time for
discussion of the complexities of
American history and govern-

ment.
Others note that the Arizona
legislature didn’t provide any
money to fund the cost of the
program. Still others note Arizona’s recent history as a hotbed
of hostility to undocumented immigrants and claim stoking that
hostility is the true subtext for the
law.
Some may see the controversy
as unwarranted or a tempest in a
teapot. But in fact it should remind us how controversial issues
of citizenship and individuals’ relationship to the American nation
have always been.
That reality deserves special
emphasis in February, the month
dedicated to exploring the history of African-Americans. That
history rests on how contentious
issues of citizenship have been in
the American past.
And now such developments
as the anniversaries of the Civil
War and the mid-20th century
Civil Rights Movement, and the
U.S. Supreme Court’s recent gutting of the Voting Rights Act of
1965 underscore that the struggle
continues over citizenship for all
within America’s borders.
One of the many important insights the film “Selma” offers us
- which, after all, is about black
Americans securing the fundamental right of American citizenship to the vote - explains why
the words and the presence of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. seem so
much more with us now than at
any time since his assassination.
“Selma” brings home the fact
that King was not just a “leader.”
He was a man of the people people who took actions on their
own to join the freedom struggle,
people whose sacrifice for that
struggle was as meaningful as
his.
King’s words and actions seem
relevant again because he was
the chief “spokesman” of a mass
movement that challenged the
entrenched injustice of the status
quo and always urged individuals
to live up to humanity’s best possibilities and democracy’s best
possibilities.
This was a movement of
people whose allegiance to the
American Ideal went beyond
simply knowing the “basic facts”
of the American past and how the
American government was organized.
These were people who were
committed to changing some of
the basic facts of how the government was organized so that the
words “with liberty and justice
for all” would be transformed
from mere rhetoric to a vibrant
reality.
Lee A. Daniels is a longtime
journalist based in New York City.
His essay, “Martin Luther King,
Jr.: The Great Provocateur,” appears in Africa’s Peacemakers:
Nobel Peace Laureates of African Descent (2014), published by
Zed Books. His new collection of
columns, Race Forward: Facing
America’s Racial Divide in 2014,
is available at www.amazon.com
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How Dick Gregory got
his Hollywood Star
and why it’s important
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist
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Ask Alma

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Activist/ SiriusXm satellite
radio host Joe
Madison was
helping on a
campaign to get
the Four Tops a
star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame, when he noticed another serious omission from
the world-famous tribute to
entertainers.
“You go to Hollywood and
Gene Autry had five (one in
each category). Big Bird had
a star. When we did our campaign to get the Four Tops a
star, I said, ‘My God, Dick
Gregory doesn’t have a star!”
In 1997, seven years after getting inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
the Four Tops - whose 1960s
hits included such songs as
“Baby I Need Your Loving,”
“Ask the Lonely,” “I Can’t
Help Myself” and “It’s the
Same Old Song” - finally
were awarded a star.
But Madison couldn’t get
over the fact that Dick Gregory, the first black comedian
to earn more than $1 million
a year yet gave up his career
to actively support Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Southern
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) and the Student
Nonviolent
Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), hadn’t
been recognized with a star
on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame.
“You can walk down there
and not see Dick Gregory,
but you’ll see Eddie Murphy,
Richard Pryor and Whoppi
Goldberg,” Madison said. “ I
don’t know of any entertainer
from the era who sacrificed
more than Dick Gregory.”
About 10 years ago, he set
out to change that. “The first
time we tried it, we filled
out a very complicated application and the committee
- the Hollywood Chamber
of Commerce - didn’t award
him a star,” Madison remembered.
“I tried again and they still
didn’t accept it. We let some
time go by. This time (in
2013), I said, ‘Look, this is
ridiculous.’ That’s when I got
Sheila Moses, who helped
write Dick’s last book, to
help word the application.
E. Faye Williams, president
of the National Congress of
Black Women, helped and we
put the application together
and sent it in. Finally, the
committee accepted him in
the class of 2015.”
At the age of 85, Gregory
joins a class that includes
Kool & the Gang, Pharrell
Williams, Will Ferrell and
Amy Poehler. The induction
ceremony was carried live
this past January on national
and international television.

Before Gregory could receive his honor, $30,000 had
to be submitted on his behalf
to cover the creation and installation of his star as well
as maintenance of the Walk
of Fame. A small group of
supporters got together to
strategize.
The first idea was to reach
out to some of the biggest
names in Hollywood who
could write the $30,000 within the blink of the eye, including fellow comedian Bill
Cosby and Hugh Hefner, who
lifted Gregory to national
stardom in 1961 by regularly
booking him at Chicago’s
Playboy Club.
The second idea was to
identify 30 people willing to
donate $1,000 each. But Joe
Madison had a better idea.
He recalled, “I got with
Sherry [his wife and radio
producer] and said, ‘Let’s go
on the air and make this very
simple - 1,000 people with
$30. If I don’t have 1,000 listeners who can afford $30, I
need to be off the air.’”
Madison didn’t need to get
off the air - the $30,000 goal
of the Dick Gregory Hollywood Star Fund was reached
in two weeks. “What it really
speaks to is Dick,” he said.
It’s hard to find anyone
who has not been touched by
Dick Gregory in some way.
As a teenager growing up in
Tuscaloosa, Ala., I remember
hearing him speak at First
African Baptist Church, the
nerve center of our efforts to
desegregate my hometown.
I was stunned by the way
he boldly attacked segregation, keeping us laughing
along the way.
He would say, “The last
time I was down South I
walked into this restaurant
and this white waitress came
up to me and said, ‘We don’t
served colored people here.’ I
said, ‘That’s all right. I don’t
eat colored people. Bring me
a whole fried chicken.’”
And there was this one:
“Segregation is not all bad.
Have you ever heard of a collision where the people in the
back of the bus got hurt?”
There was simply no one
else like Dick Gregory. And
callers into Joe Madison’s radio show shared their special
memories.
Madison remembers the
call-ins: “One guy, who’s a
doctor in New Orleans, said,
‘Dick Gregory spoke at Xavier University. I was a student
and I still have the notes
from that speech.’ He was in
school in the 70s.
“An executive from Caterpillar in Peoria, Ill. said, ‘I
am the only black sitting up
here on the 7th floor, and I
wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t
for Dick Gregory. I know you
asked for $30, but I am send-

ing $1,500.”
Most of the contributors
were everyday people who
donated $30.
“It had to be done,” Madison said of the campaign to
honor Gregory. “People say,
‘Who cares about a star on the
Walk of Fame?
“It’s about marking your
territory.”
George E. Curry, former

editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine, is editor-in-chief of
the National Newspaper Publishers Association News Service (NNPA.) He is a keynote
speaker, moderator, and media coach and can be reached
through his Web site, www.
georgecurry.com.
Follow
him at www.twitter.com/currygeorge and George E. Curry Fan Page on Facebook.

ple of African descent.
Here are my five recommendations for properly celebrating this 2015 Black History Month:
• #Black Lives Matter: We
endorse the national social
media campaign to assert the
value of all Black American
lives and to confront and stop
racially-motivated police brutality;
• Let’s strengthen blackowned businesses this month
not only by buying black, but
by encouraging the mentorship and development of a

new generation of young entrepreneurs;
• Financially support the
Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs),
whether to an individual college, or through the National
Association For Equality Opportunity in Higher Education
(NAFEO), the United Negro
College Fund (UNCF) or the
Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund. Make a contribution to support HBCUs this
month;
• Subscribe to a blackowned newspaper this month

for yourself and for a relative.
Support the National Newspaper Publishers Association
(NNPA) 75th Anniversary
throughout this year. #OurVoice75;
• Let’s prepare to reassert
our demand for the protection
of the voting rights of all people and in particular for black
Americans as we approach in
the next few weeks the 50th
Anniversary of the Selma to
Montgomery March.
Let’s make more history together. Our future will be determined by what we do today.

Let’s make this Black History
Month a time of both reflection and action to advance
the interests of black America
and all African people everywhere.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is the
president and CEO of the National Newspaper Publishers
Association (NNPA) and can
be reached for national advertisement sales and partnership proposals at dr.bchavis@
nnpa.org. For lectures and
other professional consultations, visit http://drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc

A Tough Call
Dear Alma,
I’m friends with my next
door neighbor. She’s not my
BFF, but we hang from time
to time. Her husband is in the
military and she doesn’t have
family in the area. She and I
have a lot in common - we’re
around the same age and like
the same things.
She has a son, and I have a
daughter. The kids both go to
the same high school. Yesterday my neighbor stopped by
to tell me they are moving.
Her husband has been transferred to another state. And
she asked me if I would let her
17-year-old son live with us
while he finished his last year
of school here in our town.
She said they would pay room
and board for him.
I’m not married, and I’m
not sure how it would be with
a teen boy in my house. What
do you think?
Name withheld
Good googalie woogalie,
my Mama use to say. That’s
a whole lot of turkey, greens,
potatoes and gravy served up
on your fine china. Hmmm,
let’s ponder, should you try to
eat all of it, fork-full by spoonfull or just push yourself away
from the table without a bite?
Listen to your stomach. Do
you have an appetite for this?
Yes, it’s a risky situation,
we both would agree. I don’t
know this young man, and
since you didn’t speak of his
personality or character, this
leaves me to assume. I’m going with a positive approach,
concluding he’s a pretty good
kid.
Here’s what I’d suggest,
make a list. Yep, write down
the pros and cons of this possible yearlong endeavor. Identify every thought that comes
to mind - what you expect and
what scares you the most.
I’d say work on this for
more than a couple of days.
You need to be prayerfully on
your knees for at least a week.
You also have to consider
your daughter. This would be
life-changing for her as well.
All three adults need to sit
down at the table hashing out

the good, bad and the ugly.
Thoroughly examine what
room and board will cover.
Obviously rent and utilities,
but what about food? Boys his
age can eat you out of house
and home. This I know for
sure. Will he stay with you
during the week and go home
on the weekends?
What about extracurricular
activities? Are you responsible
for getting him there, or does
he have a car? Does he have
a girlfriend? Are you friends
with him, or does he see you
as an authoritative adult?
Like I said, we’re talking a
full plate here. It could be a
sacrifice and or a blessing to
all involved.
Taking in this teen doesn’t
have to be a bad thing. It’s
only temporary, and he has
parents. Many teens who were
taken in by outside adults have
gone on to do great things.
One example is Michael
Oher, the professional football
player whose story inspired
the movie “The Blind Side.”
Remember? He was cared for
by a family so he could finish
high school.
If you like this young man
and wouldn’t mind him living
in your home, tell his parents
you’re willing to give it a try
for the first semester - that’s
three months. If things seem to
work out, commit to the next
semester.
That way, he knows he has
to follow the rules and live
up to your and his parents’
expectations. This is a huge
responsibility, and the answer
to the question of “will this
work” is up to him.
I salute you, single mama.
You must be holding it
down. Otherwise, his parents
wouldn’t have asked. In
the same vain, you are not
obligated. If you don’t want
to, don’t do it, and don’t
feel badly about it. Tell his
parents it just wouldn’t work
for you and your daughter
right now.
Best wishes and blessings
to you while you pray on
your decision, whatever you
decide is the right thing to do.
Alma

Woodson
Continued from page 1

When I hear people today
say that black Americans have
a challenge with science, technology, engineering and math
(STEM) academic courses
and disciplines, I ask: Why?
We are the originators of math
and science.
One of the reasons Black
History Month is so important is because it forces us to
remind ourselves that high
achievement and excellent
academic performance are a
vital components of our historical evolution.
Being skilled in science

and math is not tantamount to
“acting white,” whatever that
is. Rather, it’s thinking black
in the finest of traditions.
In a real sense Black History Month is Black Achievement Month. We must do a
better job in defining and controlling the narrative about
Black Americas in the past,
currently and the future.
The so-called “mainstream”
media is still full of negative
stereotypes and debilitating
caricatures when it comes
to reporting news, sports or
about the cultural arts of peo-
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AUCTION FOR CITY OF JACKSON ABANDONED, STOLEN, SEIZED
VEHICLES, EVIDENCE, RECOVERED PROPERTY AND MISPLACED ITEMS
FEBRUARY 21, 2015
To all interested parties, known or unknown, Pursuant to the MS State
Code of 1972, Section 21-39-21, the City of Jackson, Mississippi, will
sell at Public Auction, abandoned, lost, stolen, or misplaced personal
property and equipment listed on the attached schedule. Unclaimed
lost, stolen, abandoned, or misplaced property may be sold after the
expiration of one hundred twenty (120) days from the date of notification
to - owner, and bicycles may be sold after the expiration of ninety (90)
days from their receipt or recovery by the City of Jackson. The auction

will be held at the City’s Garage/Impound Lot facility located at 4225-C
Michael Avalon Street on Saturday, February 21, 2015 starting at 08:30
a.m.
A list and description of lost, stolen, abandoned or misplaced
personal property, equipment, and bicycler will be posted
pursuant to statutory requirements in the following locations:

Hinds County Justice Court House
Hinds County Chancery Court Building
Jackson City Hall/City Clerk’s Office
Jackson Area Newspapers
Publication Dates:
January 29, 2015, February 5, 2015, February 12, 2015
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

NOTIFICATTON OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR FEDERAL CAPITAL
ASSISTANCE TO PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR
ELDERLY AND DISABLED PERSONS

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 24, 2015, at which time said
bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

63066-022415 – Eighteen-Month Supply of Traffic Paint

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON’S WEBSITE,
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid
specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with
House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a
pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with
each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority
of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded
an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President
Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part
of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid
proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal
form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination
during the bid review.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533
1/29/2015, 2/5/201

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT (SEP)
PRIVATE LATERAL INFLOW AND INFILTRATION (I/I)
MITIGATION PROGRAM PLUMBING CONTRACTOR REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)
The City of Jackson, Mississippi is soliciting qualifications from qualified Plumbing Contractors for the Consent Decree Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP) for Repair or Replacement of Defective Residential Private Sewer Laterals in targeted areas in the City of Jackson,
Mississippi. Qualifications will be received by the City Council at the
office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, Mississippi 39201 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, March 10, 2015, for supplying all
labor and materials (as specified) necessary for work described below.
This project is being undertaken in connection with the settlement of
an enforcement action, United States et al. v. City of Jackson, taken on
behalf of the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Mississippi
Department of Environmental Quality under the Clean Water Act and the
Mississippi Air and Water Pollution Control Law.
The scope of services is to repair or replace defective residential private
sewer laterals and to remove illicit connections to the sewer system that
are located in Low to Moderate (LowMod) Income Residential Communities as defined by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The targeted areas are situated in multiple city sewer basins
that are the results of a comprehensive smoke test initiated by the City
of Jackson to determine City-wide sewer system defects, particularly
residential private sewer laterals. The work to be performed is described
in the RFQ.
Qualifications shall be submitted using the forms provided, sealed in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope:“Qualifications
for SEP RESIDENTIAL PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL.”

All interested public and private transit and paratransit operators within the
City of Jackson, are hereby advised of the City of Jackson Department of
Human and Cultural Services’ intent to apply to the Mississippi Department
of Transportation, Jackson, Mississippi for a grant under Section 5310 of the
Federal Transit Act, as amended, for the provision of elderly and disabled
transportation services. Service is being provided within the City of Jackson.
The City of Jackson Department of Human and Cultural Services Senior
Services Divisions Special Transportation Services provides transit mobility
to disabled persons and persons 60 years of age and older, that promotes
independence and self-sufficiency to obtain needed services in the City of
Jackson.

The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested parties, including transit
and paratransit operaton, of the services being planned for providing transportation services for the elderly and disabled within the area as described
above, and to ensure that such a program would not represent a duplication
of current or of proposed services provided by existing transit or paratransit
operators in the area.

Comments either for or against this service will be received at any time within
15 days from the date of this notice. All comments should be addressed to:
City of Jackson
Department of Human and Cultural Services
Senior Services Division
P.O. Box 17
Jackson, MS 39205
Dr. Connie C. Taylor, Manager
Senior Services Division
601-960-0412

2/5/2015, 2/12/2015

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, stapled individually, sealed
and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to
the hour and date designated above.
Each Proposer must describe in their proposal the company’s qualifications to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list past
projects, a list of references with name and telephone number, a list of
key personnel who will perform the work, and other information supporting the qualifications as required by the project specifications.
A MANDATORY Pre Proposal Submittal Meeting is scheduled for February 19, 2015 at 10:00 A.M., local time in the Andrew Jackson Room
of the Warren Hood Administration Building. Attendance by contractors
intending to submit on the project is required and will be recorded. All potential subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

All interested parties, including public and private transit and paratransit operators within the City of Jackson, are hereby advised the City of Jackson
Department of Human and Cultural Services is applying to the Mississippi
Department of Transportation, Jackson, Mississippi for a grant under Section
531U of the Federal Transit Act, as amended, for the provision of elderly and
disabled transportation services. A Public Hearing is scheduled for February
19, 2015 at the Smith Robertson Multi-Purpose Senior Center on 505 John
Hart Street, Jackson, MS 39202 at 10:00a.m.

2/5/2015, 2/12/2015

Qualifications do not require a bond, however each submitter must
agree that, in the event of the award of a contract, applicable insurance
will be furnished in the amounts outlined in Special Provisions.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
City of Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30
P.M. Tuesday, February 24, 2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for
the following:

Nine Month Supply of Miscellaneous Water Meters and Water Meter Box Lids - Brass
and Iron Scrap Metal

Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from Jerriot Smash, Department of Public
Works, 200 South President Street, Fifth Floor, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi
39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination. The City of
Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders will be afforded
full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated
against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an
award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities
doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on
various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its
goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right to
waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be made
to the bidder quoting the highest composite price per pound for scrap metal consisting
of brass and iron, in accordance with specifications. The successful bidder will be required to pick up the scrap metal from a central warehouse location on a weekly basis.

For technical questions about this bid contact Jerriot Smash by telephone at
601.960.2419 or by email at jsmash@jacksonms.gov.

Copies of the Request for Proposals are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the (1) Water/Sewer Utilities Division, Department of Public Works, Warren Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi; and
(2) City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi. An electronic version of the RFQ
may be obtained from the office of the Program Manager/Engineer at no
cost by contacting:
Ms. Rhonda Garner
WEI/AJA,LLC
Tel: 800-661-3733
Email: Rhonda.Garner@waggonereng.com

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2015, AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE
ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE WARREN
HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

For additional information and assistance regarding this contracting opportunity, the MS Procurement Technical Assistance Program and local
contract procurement center may be found at:
www.mscpc.com
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all submitters that minority and women business enterprises are solicited to propose on this contract as prime
contractors or are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities, equipment, material and/or supply needs.
The Program Manager/Engineer is WEI/AJA, LLC, 143-A LeFleurs
Square, Jackson, MS 39211, Telephone (601) 355-9526, Fax No. (601)
352-3945. For technical questions contact Clyde Burnett, P.E. or Don
McCrackin at (601) 352-6800.
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals
and to waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

A. OLD BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2014-17, REQUEST BY: ELIZABETH BATTON TO BUILD A CARPORT ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1505 MYRTLE ST. IN THE BELHAVEN
HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2015-01, REQUEST BY: ALVIN & A.E. FAGAON TO DEMOLISH A
MISSISSIPPI LANDMARK STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 846 N. PRESIDENT ST.

3. CASE NO. 2014-34, REQUEST BY: CHARLES AND ELIZABETH ALLEY (APPLICANT: JEFF SEABOLD) TO ADD AN ADDITION LOCATED AT 1317 LINDEN PL. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
B. CURRENT BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2015-03, REQUEST BY: BONNIE SIDES (APPLICANT: JOHN
WEAVER) TO ADD AN ADDITION AND OTHER EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR
MODIFICATIONS TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 846 N. PRESIDENT ST. IN
THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2015-04, REQUEST BY: SIDNEY MACK TO CHANGE THE
ROOF MATERIAL OF A GARAGE LOCATED AT 901 N. JEFFERSON ST. IN
THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

Kishia L. Powell, P.E., Director of Public Works
Terry Williamson, Legal Counsel

II. OTHER ITEMS

Gus McCoy, Chief Administrative Officer
2/5/2015, 2/12/2015

III. ADJOURN

1/29/2015, 2/5/2015

2/5/2015, 2/12/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
CITY OF JACKSON
Savanna Street Wastewater Treatment Plant - Raw Sewage Pump Station
(SWWTP-RSPS)
Emergency Repairs
City Project No.:14B0502.901

The City Clerk of the City of Jackson will receive bids for the SAVANNA STREET
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - RAW SEWAGE PUMP STATION [SSWWTPRSPS] EMERGENCY REPAIRS PROJECT, City Project No.: 14B0502.901. no later
than 3:30 P.M., Local Prevailing Time, March 10, 2015. in the City Clerk’s Office located
at 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All bids so received will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The work shall consist essentially of the following items:

1) RSPS Structural Repairs and Epoxy Coatings in Wet-well Area at Savanna St.
Wastewater Treatment Plant in the City of Jackson.

Contract time shall be 90 consecutive calendar days from the effective date shown in
the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $830.00 plus any additional actual costs above $830.00 incurred
by the Owner. These actual costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection,
and other construction related costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete
the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discriminalion in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity/or all persons doing business with the City. As u pro-condition to selection,
each contractor, bidder or offerer shall submit a completed and signed Equal BuxinfMs
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of
the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to
comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offerer from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal
Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development
at 601-960-1638. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy
of the program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building,
Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson “) is committed to cultivating and
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities
doing Inisiness within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on
various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its
goal by strongly considering City residents/or employment opportunities.

and open to public inspection in the office of the Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of
Public Works, Warren Hood Building, Room 405, 200 S. President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi. Copies of the Contract Documents, Contract Drawings and Contract Specifications may be procured at the office of the engineer, CiViLTech, Inc., 5420 Executive
Place, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 upon payment of $100.00 for each set, which will not
be refunded. Checks are to be made payable to the Engineer.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in
consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

Bidder must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Certificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors establishing his
classification as to the value and type of construction on which he is authorized to bid.
Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for SAVANNA STREET
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT - RAW SEWAGE PUMP STATION (SWWTPRSPS) EMERGENCY REPAIRS CITY PROJECT No.: 14B0502.901.” Each bidder
shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal. Bids and EBO Plans shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed
and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and
date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the
actual date of the opening thereof.
Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an amount equal
to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security. Bidders shall
also submit a current financial statement, if requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each
in the amount of 100% of the contract amount

The City of Jackson, Jackson, Mississippi
Kishia L. Powell, P.E. 		
Terry Williamson
Public Works Director
Legal Counsel

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer
2/5/2015, 2/12/2015

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Solution

Sudoku Solution

A pre-bid conference will be held on February 17, 2015 at 2:00 P.M. in the 2nd floor
conference room of the Savanna Street Wnstewater ‘treatment Plant Administration
Building, 3810 1-55 South, Jackson, MS 39212. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.
Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, and other Contract Documents are on file

© Feature Exchange

© Feature Exchange
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Big Reach!

Small Price!

Run this size ad in over
100 newspapers statewide
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS
TO THE CITY OF JACKSON ZONING ORDINANCE

PASS
Sealed, signed bids are invited and willMPS
be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30
P.M. Tuesday, March 03, 2015, at which2x2
time said bids will be publicly opened at the City
Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:
67024-030315 Twenty-Four Month Supply of Ductile Iron Pipe w/Polywrap
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of
the Mississippi Legislature.

Big Reach!

Small Price!

Run this size ad in over
100 newspapers statewide
Sponsored by the for
Madison-Ridgeland
Rotary
Club
less than $11 per
paper.

Proceeds
beneﬁt
Healthy
Athlete’s
for Special Olympics
MS
Call
your
local
newspaper
or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Saturday, February 14

Renaissance at Colony Park, Ridgeland
Start time: 7 am

5K Run | 5K Walk | 1 Mile Fun Run

Big Reach!

Individual fees
$30 -Pre-Registered | $35 Race Day

for less than $11 per paper.

Registration forms available:
Call your local newspaper or
raceentry.com/races/run-for-rotary/2015/register

MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

PASS
Run 4 Rotary

Amendments to the text of the Zoning ordinance are intended to provide for a
more efficient Zoning Ordinance and establish more effective zoning regulations
for each of the zoning districts. Copies of the proposed text amendments are available for review at the Office of City Panning 200 S President Street, Suite 204,
Jackson, MS 39201. For additional information please submit an email to eainsworth@city.jackson.ms.us.
The said proposed text amendments will be heard at the City Planning Board
Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood
Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, February 25, 2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby
will be heard after which a record will be established upon which the City Planning
Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if
made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date.
If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the
City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids
for the visually/hearing impaired.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities
for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set
forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s
EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office
of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan
Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic
Proceeds beneﬁt Healthy Athlete’s for Special Olympics MS
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
WITNESS my signature this the 27th day of January 2015.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right to
waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be made to
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.
Zoning Administrator
The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for
Renaissance
at Colony
Ridgeland
all items; or to accept all or part
of any proposal. Delivery
time may bePark,
considered
when
2/5/2015, 2/12/2015
evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases whereStart
it is known
prior
to
advertising
that
the
time: 7 am
City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of
such statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

3.556x2
48 Web
MPS
2x2
Sponsored
by the Madison-Ridgeland Rotary Club

Saturday, February 14

5K Run | 5K Walk | 1 Mile Fun Run

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533

Individual fees
$303.33x2
-Pre-Registered |2/5/2015,
$352/12/2015
Race Day

Small Price!

Family
fees
Run this
size ad in over
$100 Pre-Registered
| $110statewide
Race Day
100 newspapers

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in anywise affected
thereby, that the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, will be conducting a public
hearing on proposed text amendments to the City of Jackson Official Zoning Ordinance as adopted on May 29, 1974 and subsequently amended.

46 Web
ADVERTISEMENT
FOR RFPs

MPS Family fees
2x2

RFP 2015-02 – Wireless Access Points, Switches & Cabling
$100 Pre-Registered | $110
RFP 2015-03 – Network Switches for Middle & High Schools
RFP 2015-04 – Uninterruptable Power Supplies in All JPS Schools

Race Day

Registration forms available:

Sealed, written formal RFP proposals
for the above rfps will be received by the Board
raceentry.com/races/run-for-rotary/2015/register
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) February
27, 2015, at which time evaluations will proceed immediately after. A Pre-Bid Conference
concerning the projects will be held at JPSD Information Technology Dept., 630 S. State
Street, Jackson, MS on February 12, 2015, at 10:00 A.M. for RFP 2015-02 – Wireless
& Cabling and RFP 2015-03 - Network Switches at 1:30 P.M. Attendance at the pre-bid
3.556
x 6the right48
Web
conference is mandatory. The Board of Trustees
reserves
to reject
any and
all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for
Run 4 Rotary
forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened. Proposal forms and detailed
specifications in PDF format may be obtained free of charge by visiting Jackson Public
School District website at www.jackson.k12.ms.us or emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.
ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address.

Feb1_MCAN

2/5/2015, 2/12/2015

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi
C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-3672510.
WELDING CAREERS - Hands on training for career opportunities in aviation,
automotive, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students. Job
placement assistance. CALL AIM 888205-1735.

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

25 DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!
Learn to drive for USXpress
Earn $800 per week.
Local 15-day CDL training.
Immediate Openings!
1-800-350-7364

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!

PASS
MS Museum of Art
Promotional
2/1/2015
Packages

mo

Starting At...

FOR 12 MONTHS

Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

Upgrade to

DISH TODAY!

Join Without a Contract!
 NO
Contracts.
 NO
Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Not eligible for
promotional
pricing

CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!

1-800-319-2526
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages,
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees
apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers
end 1/16/15. © 2014 DISH Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office,
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

Services
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-5229068.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

STUMP

DRIVER - CDL/A
CLASSES STARTING
3.556x4
48 Web
CHOOSE ONE OF THESE GREAT OPTIONS!
EVERY MONDAY!
3.556 x 6 48 Web
• No out of pocket tuition cost!
r Sale, Misc.
MS Museum ofF oArt
• Earn Your CDL-A
in 22 Days
Promotional
Visit our website
2/1/2015
Packages
and start driving with
KLLM!
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
www.stumpsunlimited.com
Starting At...
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!
whole home satellite system installed at
• Refresher Course Available.
NO COST and programming starting at
FOR 12 MONTHS
Must Be 21 Years of Age
$19.99/month.
FREEorHD/DVR
upgrade to
Not eligible for Hopper
HD.
855-378-9335 EOE
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381Upgrade to
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
8004.
TODAY!
EXPERIENCED DRIVER
Services
OR RECENT GRAD?
With Swift, you can grow to be an
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
Services-Legal
award-winning Class A CDL driver. We
for
safe
and
affordable
medications.
Our
help you achieve Diamond Driver status
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chilwith the best support there is. As a
will provide you with savings of up to 75 dren $125. Includes name change and
Diamond Driver, you earn additional
percent on all your medication needs. property settlement agreement. SAVE
pay on top of all the competitive incenCall today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00 hundreds. Fast and easy. Call 1-888tives we offer.
off your first prescription and free ship- 733-7165 24/7.
The very best, choose Swift.
ping.
Not eligible for
• Great Miles = Great Pay
NEED EMPLOYEES?
promotional
DIRECTV!
Act
Now
$19.99/month. Free 3• Late-Model Equipment Available
pricing
HAVE
SOMETHING TO SELL?
months of HBO, Starz, SHOWTIME & CINEMAX.
• Regional Opportunities
Did you know that you can place your
GENIE/DVR Upgrade! 2014 NFL Sunday
• Great CALL
CareerNOW
Path - LIMITED FREE
TIMEincluded
SAVINGS!
classified ad in over
Ticket
with
Select
Packages.
New
cus• Paid Vacation
100 NEWSPAPERS
tomers only. IV Support Holdings LLC - an author• Excellent Benefits
WITH
JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
ized DirecTV dealer. 1-800-215-6713.
Call 7 days a206-3862
week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614
Please Call: (866)
One Phone Call  One Order
DISH
TV DISHRetailer
SAVE!
Starting
Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation
of new qualifying
service. All prices, fees,charges,
packages,
TO PLACE YOUR
CLASSIFIED
ADVERprogramming,
features, functionality and offers
subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation
One Check
$19.99/month
(for
12
months).
FREE
prefee may apply.
Additional
Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop
TISING IN OVER
100
NEWSPAPERS
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super
to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours basedmium
on SD programming.
Equipment comparison
based on equipmentFREE
available fromequipment,
movie
channels.
Call MS Press Services
at one low price, Joey
call
MSas ofPress
Services
major
TV providers
6/13/14. Watching
live and recordedat
TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and
at 601-981-3060
installation
and
activation.
CALL
AND
is subject
to change.local
Premium Channels:
3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are
601-981-3060 or
your
newspaper.
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment
For
More Information!
Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Leased equipment
must
be
returned
to
DISH
upon
cancellation
or
unreturned
equipment
fees
COMPARE LOCAL DEALS. 1-800One phone call, apply.
one
onefees may
invoice,
Upfront order,
and additional monthly
apply. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers
1/16/15.that
© 2014 DISH
Network L. L. C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax®
and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office,
319-2526.
one payment. It’send
just
simple.
Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz
Week of February 1, 2015
Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

GRINDING

mo

DISH

Join Without a Contract!

 NO
Contracts.
 NO
Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

1-800-319-2526

Craig Sterling

601-248-9399
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Lady Tigers clinch three Alcorn athletics 28 days of Black
SWAC preseason awards History: 1969 swac and black
Jackson State
Athletics Media
The Southwestern
Athletic Conference
recently
released
preseason
awards
for the upcoming
softball season. The
Jackson State women’s softball team
clinched two spots
on the All SWAC
Softball-First team
and one spot on the
All SWAC SoftballSecond Team.
Canessa Swanson was
named as first team catcher.
Last season, Swanson ranked
third in conference for at bats,
first in stolen bases, and first
in total plate appearances.
Kelsey Townsend was
named as one of the three first
team pitchers. Last season,
Townsend was tied at second
for games started, placed sec-

college national champions

ond in innings pitched, third
in wins, and fourth in games
finished.
Sybil Lozano was named
as one of four second team
pitchers. Last season, Lozano ranked fifth in earned
runs.
The Lady Tigers are expected to finish second in the
SWAC Eastern division this
season. The JSU season will

begin on Thursday, February
5 when they travel to Gulf
Shores, Ala. to participate in
the First Annual Sand Dollar Classic. The Lady Tigers
will face Eastern Kentucky,
Southern Miss, Lamar, Houston, and Houston Baptist.
The Lady Tigers season at
home will start on Wednesday, Feb. 11 when they host
Louisiana Tech.

The Mississippi
Link Newswire
Day three of
Alcorn Athletics’ 28 Days
of Black History
features
the 1969 Braves
Southwestern
Athletic
Conference
(SWAC)
and
National Black
College Championship football team.
This remarkable team posted an 8-0-1 undefeated record
en route to capturing their second SWAC
title in school history.
Under the leadership of
legendary head football
coach Marino Casem, the
Braves averaged 30.4 points
per game while holding their
opponents to just 11.3 points
per game. They held four of
their opponents, (Grambling
State, Texas Southern, Lane
and Jackson State), to fewer
than 10 points a game, including two shutouts (Texas
Southern and Lane).

NCAA and NAIA AllAmerican defensive back
David Hadley, along with
13 other Braves, earned AllSWAC honors that season.
Alcorn’s 14 representatives
were the most in school history. The names of the AllSWAC honorees are listed
below:
Robert Bell (OG)
Cleo Bingham (C)
Fred Carter (OG)
Allan Simmons (E)
Joe Leasey (LB)
Rayford Jenkins (LB)

Willie Ray (RB)
Marvin Weeks (QB)
Clarence Guice (OT)
Oscar Martin (WR)
Pertis Williams (OG)
Joe Owens (DE)
William Tate (LB)
Six players from the
Braves championship team
were drafted in the 1970
NFL Draft after a stellar career at Alcorn State (David
Hadley, Rayford Jenkins,
Lawrence Watkins, Willie
Peake, Lawrence Estes and
David Washington).

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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MAGNOLIA BAR ASSOCIATION AND FOUNDATION

Celebrating 60 Years of Judicial Activism
Saturday • Jan. 31, 2015 • Jackson Convention Complex • Jackson, Miss
photos by Jay Johnson
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Book Review:
“The Case for Loving:
The Fight for
Interracial
Marriage”
Selina Alko, Illustrated by Sean Qualls
by

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
Your best friend’s mom
never minds if you make too
much noise. She takes you
places and gives you snacks,
too. She’s a really nice lady.
Your best friend’s dad
shows you how to do things,
and he makes you laugh. You
like spending time at their
house.
But what if there were a
rule somewhere that said
they couldn’t be a family? In
“The Case for Loving” by Selina Alko, illustrated by Sean
Qualls and Selina Alko, there

and Selina Alko, c.2015, Arthur A. Levine Books /
Scholastic Press • $18.99 / $20.99 Canada • 40 pages

was once such a law, and the
reason was black and white.
Falling in love was very
easy. Richard Loving and
Mildred Jeter did that right
after they met, and it didn’t
take long for them to decide
that they wanted to get married and raise a family.
However, there was one
problem: Richard was white.
Mildred was “colored.” They
didn’t think that was any big
deal. But in Virginia in 1958,
it was illegal for them to get
married. Yes, a simple wedding could land them in jail!
So Mildred and Richard

went to Washington, D.C.
and tied the knot there. Family and friends went to the
wedding, and everybody was
happy. The Lovings “couldn’t
wait” to start their new lives
back home.
Not long after they were
back in Virginia, though, the
police came in the middle of
the night and said that the
Lovings’ marriage certificate
was no good. They put Richard and Mildred behind bars
because their marriage was
unlawful - and that “was just
awful!”
In order to stay out of jail

for good, Richard and Mildred had to leave their families and move to another state.
In Washington, D.C. again,
the Lovings tried to settle in.
Richard got a job. Mildred had
three children in “three different shades of milk-chocolate
brown.” But the city wasn’t a
good place for the Lovings.
They missed their families.
They weren’t happy so, nine
years after that late-night visit
by the police, because times
had changed, they hired lawyers to fight for the right to
live in their beloved Virginia.
For any adult who’s too

young to remember Loving
v. Virginia (or any child who
wasn’t born then), “The Case
for Loving” is a very informative, eye-opening book.
Author Selina Alko said
in her notes that, as a Jewish white woman, she finds it
“difficult to imagine” that her
marriage (to illustrator Sean
Qualls, an African American)
might’ve been illegal 50 years
ago.
Kids might find that notion
to be almost “unbelievable,”
too, given that they’ve never
known a world like one described here.

What parents will want to
understand, however, is this:
for its 4-to-8-year-old target
age group - particularly for
those on the younger end this book could be scary, especially the “taken away and
locked up in jail” part.
For toddlers, that’s the stuff
of nightmares, so be warned.
Still, if you’re prepared
to explain and you keep the
youngest audience members
in mind, this could be a great
read-aloud book.
“The Case for Loving” may
become one your kids will
make noise for.

HONORABLE MENTION:
“Is There Life after
Football? Surviving the NFL”

By James A. Holstein, Richard S. Jones & George
E. Koonce Jr. c.2015, New York University Press
$27.95 / higher in Canada 321 pages
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
Your favorite player was out
for most of the season. Last fall,
he took a hit mid-pass and went
down like a sack of rocks. They
checked him over, took him off
the field, and that was that. He
hasn’t been back since.
Every now and then, someone mentions him and you wonder how he’s doing, whether
he’ll ever play again. In the new
book “Is There Life after Football?” by James A. Holstein,
Richard S. Jones & George E.
Koonce, Jr., you’ll get a glimpse
of a possible future.
A helmet to the head, helmet
to the chest, a cleat to the leg,
and it’s big news: football is a
brutal sport and we all know
its potential career-ending effects. But what happens after
the cheers go silent?
“Dreaming of a lucrative NFL
career is a relatively recent phenomenon,” say the authors. “In
1956, the minimum NFL salary
was reported as $5,000,” but
the kind of money that today’s
young player gets is often more
than he’s ever seen in his life.
But being in the NFL, say the
authors, is expensive. When it’s
over, living without praise, paychecks, and the social structure
within the NFL is a challenge as is living with “a lifetime of
hurt.”
Almost 25 percent of all current former players claim gamerelated brain injuries. Surgery
is “routine.” Some injuries are
the result of a “suck it up” mentality: players are more likely
to shake off an injury than to
seek treatment for it, until it’s
too late. And those are just the

physical ailments….
But the news isn’t all bad,
and that’s the pleasant surprise
inside “Is There Life after Football?” Authors Holstein, Jones,
and Koonce Jr. give their readers balance - and if you’re first
inclination is to forego sympathy due to high salaries, you’ll
get a dose of truth, too.
Using statistics you won’t
see in the game, NFL history,
and personal stories, this book
offers a litany of things that
should give fans pause: ruined
lives for both players and families, ruined health, and financial
ruin.
This is a book fans should
read before the next game - or
before they let their own son
suit up. If you’ve ever wondered “What ever happened
to….?” then “Is There Life after Football?” is a book you
shouldn’t pass up.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

Crossword Puzzle

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Nancy Grace

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com

ACROSS
1. Abridged (abbr.)
4. Kareem Abdul __
10. Women’s undergarment
11. A Nissan car
12. Root vegetable
13. Sheep-skin
14. Stacking card game
16. Time zone
17. Oracle
18. France (abbr.)
20. Women’s magazine
22. Giant
26. Jitney
29. Did what you were told
31. Cola brand
33. Type of dog
34. Type genus
35. Compass point
36. Baseball’s Strawberry
37. Affirmation

DOWN
1. Chasm
2. Halt
3. Synthetic fabric
4. Part of doorway
5. Unsociable
6. Heat unit
7. Gnaw
8. Famous cookies
9. Mouth off
15. Be nosey
19. Caviar
21. Stale
23. Wanderer
24. Recycle
25. Verges
26. Nail
27. Ca. University
28. Pock
30. False bible god
32. Possessive pronoun
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

ENTERTAINMENT
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‘Empire’ ushers in diversity Charlie Wilson gears up for new
‘Forever
Charlie’
album
and
tour
as TV’s new watchword
eurweb.com
The good fortune of Fox’s
“Empire” and ABC’s “blackish” and “How to Get Away
With Murder” has given way
to a new wave of diversity
that’s making Hollywood take
notice.
Los Angeles Times writer
Meredith Blake highlights
“Empire” while exploring the
impact of shows with AfricanAmerican leads. The series,
which stars Terrence Howard
and Taraji P. Henson, is among
the standouts of the 201415 TV season with a steady
growth in viewers each week
due to strong word of mouth
and a noticeable presence on
social media.
With its most recent airing on Wednesday night,
“Empire”’s viewership grew
nearly 15 percent to 11.3 million. It currently ranks in the
top 10 of Nielsen’s Twitter TV
ratings.
While “Empire” is TV’s
most watched new drama
and “black-ish” is the most
watched new comedy, the
power of black viewers is on
full displayed.
“[The success of these
shows] said that black people
watch TV,” ”Empire” cocreator Lee Daniels said in
an email to Blake. “Not only
watching, but we are coming
out in droves to watch. We
also go to the movies and to
the theater, especially if we
can identify with the subject
matter and the people that we
see.”
Social media among black
viewers was also noted by
Blake, who noted how young
African-Americans are “unusually heavy users of Twitter,” which “has helped shows
like “Empire” and “How to
Get Away With Murder” be-

come appointment viewing
- the kinds of shows that not
only must be watched, but
also must be watched in real
time.”
Blake also cited the cancellation of the 2010 series
“Undercovers” after barely a
month on the air as evidence
of networks’ reluctance in featuring dramas with casts comprised primarily of AfricanAmericans, with only a rare
exception every so often.
“I think that was a cautionary tale,” said Darnell
Hunt, director of the Ralph
J. Bunche Center for African
American Studies at UCLA.
“A lot of people who had been
cynical about the industry
said, ‘Well, that’s the last time
they’re going to try a network
drama with African American
leads.’”
Blake’s story goes on to
point out the support of black
viewers being prominent with
popular cable shows like Bravo’s “The Real Housewives
of Atlanta” or OWN’s “The

Haves and the Have Nots,”
in addition to Lifetime’s recent Whitney Houston biopic
“Whitney” and Netflix’s “Orange is the New Black. As a result, Blake mentioned that the
success of these shows have
“shown there is an appetite for
African American melodrama
- be it real or scripted.”
“The migration of talent is
likely to continue as broadcast’s diversity push intensifies in 2015,” Blake stated in
her story while referencing
ABC’s new series “Fresh Off
the Boat,” the March premiere of its drama “American Crime,” from “12 Years
a Slave” screenwriter John
Ridley and planned offerings
from the other networks.
“We’re seeing things move
in the right direction, and it
only makes business sense,”
Charles King, the founder of
Macro, a multicultural media
company, told Blake. “It’s not
that it’s the right thing to do,
but that it’s the smart thing to
do.

eurweb.com
R&B veteran singer Charlie Wilson is still going at it.
His new studio album, “Forever Charlie,” was released
on Jan. 27, 2015.
And he’ll be wasting no
time embarking on a tour
for the album. The tour of
the same name will kick off
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2015
with special tour guests Joe

and Kem.
“I am so glad to be on the
road once again and to bring
my show to so many cities
across the country. It’s going
to be a special night for all the
ladies that will join me and
my special guests,” he said.
He added, “I am looking
forward to sharing the stage
with my two talented friends
Kem and Joe. They are both

artists that I admire and am
honored to have them on my
tour. We are planning a show
the audience won’t ever forget.”
Fans who ordered his album from his official online
store had access to pre-sale
tickets for the tour. The presale begun Tuesday, Dec. 9,
2014 followed by Dec. 12,
2014 for the general public.

Super Bowl XLIX sets record with
114 million viewers on average

eurweb.com
In spite of all the drama
(deflate-gate, domestic violence,, concussions, whatever), the NFL is still a juggernaut.
Bottom line: Super Bowl
XLIX featuring the Seattle
Seahawks and the New England Patriots was the mostviewed television program in
history. The event delivered

its highest ratings ever, according to initial overnight
numbers from NBC.
We’re talking a 49.7 rating.
In other words, 49.7 percent
of the homes that had televisions on had them tuned to
the Super Bowl. Put another
way, an average of 114.4
million people watched the
game.
Like we said, the 114 mil-

lion number is the average.
At one point between 9:45
and 10pm ET, in the fourth
quarter, viewership peaked at
120.8 million viewers.
Numbers like that are why
networks pay so much for
live sports, and why advertisers had no problem paying $4.5 million for 30 seconds’ worth of ad time in and
around the game.
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piggly wiggly
February 4 - 10, 2015

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH WHOLE

BONELESS
RIBEYE STEAKS
$ 99

ALL NATURAL FRESH

BONELESS
PORK LOIN
$ 99

8

WHOLE
FRYERS
$ 00

1

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

SAVE ON

FAMILY PACK

PER LB.

SAVE ON

FRYER
DRUMSTICKS

PORK
STEAKS

TURKEY NECKS
OR WINGS

$ 00

$ 99

$ 00

1

1

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

1

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

SOLD IN 2 PACK

4

SLICED
BOLOGNA

2

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

1 LB.

$ 49

$ 39

$ 59

SELECT

PURE CANE

SAVE ON

/5

1

48 OZ. BTL.

4 LB. BAG

2 $

$ 79

2

17 - 24 OZ.

$ 99

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH RIPE FLORIDA RED

CALIFORNIA NAVEL

GRAPEFRUIT

ORANGES

/1

EACH

2 $
LARGE RIPE

FRESH BROCCOLI

TOMATOES

CROWNS

¢

$ 89

89

1

POUND

79
2$
BISCUITS
/3
2$
CHEESE
/5
5$
YOGURT
/3
ORANGE JUICE $219
BLUE BONNET SPREAD MARGARINE

QUARTERS
......................................

¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY JUMBO

16 OZ. ......................................
BORDEN'S SHREDDED OR CHUNK

6 - 8 OZ. ....................................
ASSORTED CROWLEY

6 OZ. .......................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

64 OZ. ......................................
SELECT VARIETIES

FRESH FROZEN
2$
VEGETABLES
.......................................
2 LB.

59

EACH

POUND

WESSON OIL

DOMINO SUGAR

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

1 LB.

OSCAR MAYER

BONELESS
FRESH SMALL
SIRLOIN TIP ROAST PORK RIBS
KELLOGG'S
CEREAL

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

/5

PIGGLY WIGGLY

FROZEN
$ 79
POTATOES
..................................

¢

1
DINNER ROLLS $299
2 LB. BAG

SISTER SCHUBERT'S

SWEET JUMBO

ONIONS

79
POUND

¢

10 - 15.8 OZ. ...............................
FROZEN

BANQUET
$ 79
CHICKEN
...............................
24 - 26.5 OZ.

3

