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Former MS Corrections
Commissioner
Christopher Epps
pleads guilty to 2 out
of 35 counts

Inside

The Associatd Press
A former prison official and
a businessman are admitting
guilt in a bribery scheme that
involved hundreds of millions
of dollars in state contracts
and helped the one-time head
of Mississippi’s Corrections
Department buy a home in a
gated subdivision, a beachfront condo and top-of-theline Mercedes Benz vehicles.
“I’m sorry for what I’ve
done. It was wrong,” former
Corrections
Commissioner
Christopher Epps said in
court as he changed his plea
to guilty on federal charges of
money laundering conspiracy
and income tax evasion, February 25, 2015.
Brandon businessman Cecil
McCrory’s lawyer said his client also plans to plead guilty
later Wednesday. The lawyer
wouldn’t say which charges
were covered by the plea.
Both McCrory and Epps
had earlier pleaded not guilty.
Prosecutors say McCrory
gave Epps hundreds of thousands of dollars in bribes
starting in 2007. In exchange,
prosecutors say, Epps steered
prison contracts to companies
McCrory owned or for which
McCrory was a consultant.
Epps faces up to 23 years
in federal prison and fines of
$750,000 when U.S. District
Judge Henry T. Wingate sentences him June 9. Epps also
could be ordered to make restitution.
Prosecutors say Epps reaped
$1.5 million in gains from the
bribery scheme, which ran
until 2014. As part of his plea
agreement, Epps has agreed
to forfeit nearly $2 million
in real estate, bank accounts,
cars, plus $69,600 in cash that
the FBI agents found when
they searched his Flowood
home.
Epps remains free on
$25,000 unsecured bond
pending sentencing and can
keep living in his home until then. Defense lawyer John
Colette said Epps’ wife will
try to retain some of the property on the grounds that her
earnings helped pay for it.
Prosecutor Mike Hurst said
the value of what’s being
seized exceeds the amount of
bribes Epps took, but the government is allowed to seize
it all because the bribes were
comingled with legitimate
earnings.
Hurst told Wingate on
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Medical corridor in Jackson
metro takes a leap forward

Gov. Phil Bryant and Mayor Tony Yarber
Epps

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Wednesday that the government was prepared to present
witnesses who would testify
that Epps had ordered them
to award Corrections Department contracts to McCrory
or companies he represented,
sometimes without bids.
McCrory lobbied for a range
of companies doing business
with the state prison system,
including Utah-based Management and Training Corp.,
a private firm that runs four
prisons for Mississippi.
Hurst said witnesses also
were prepared to testify that
bribes were paid and that they
saw Epps depositing cash in
banks. He said the witnesses
would be backed up by financial records and wiretaps.
Epps worked for 32 years at
the Department of Corrections
and was its longest-serving
commissioner, with a dozen
years in the position.
He is a double rarity - an
employee who started at the
lowest rung and worked his
way to the top, and an agency
director who was chosen by
and served under three governors: one Democrat and two
Republicans, including current Gov. Phil Bryant.
After Epps pleaded guilty
Wednesday, Bryant said in a
news release that he appreciates prosecutors pursuing the
case.
“I hope it serves as an example that there are consequences for public corruption,” Bryant said.
McCrory served in the state
House from 1988 to 1994 and
has been a Rankin County justice court judge. He resigned
Nov. 4 as president of the
Rankin County School Board.
Epps is a native of the tiny
Delta town of Tchula, and he
earned his bachelor’s degree
in elementary education from
Mississippi Valley State University. He started working
in 1982 as guard at the Mississippi State Penitentiary at
Parchman.

The former McRae’s site
near the corner of Meadowbrook Road and State Street
will no longer be an empty
building, reminding passersby
of businesses that have left the
Jackson metro area.
With a new lease date of July
1, 2016, the facility has been
repurposed to house the University of Mississippi Medical
Center’s (UMMC) Telehealth
facility.
Telehealth is one of
UMMC’s fastest growing ser-
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Chaplain Doris Whitaker, Dr. Kristi Henderson, Dr. James E. Keeton

vices, which will be housed in
the renovated 16,000 square
foot site, that services hospitals, clinics, corporations and
patients across the state.
At the ceremonial groundbreaking and press conference
held Tuesday, February 24,
UMMC announced its partnership with the Baton Rouge,
Louisiana-based data company - Venyu Technology Center.
Scott Thompson, founder
and CEO of Venyu, said,
“Throughout the years, Venyu has provided data center services and other critical

services to many health-care
organizations. But few have
embarked upon such an innovative approach to delivering
medical advice and care.”
Gov. Phil Bryant has taunted
the medical corridor through
the Jackson area as a boost to
Mississippi health care and its
economy.
“Mississippi is a national
leader in telehealth, and today’s announcement marks
an important step toward even
more innovation and development,” Bryant said.
“We are not only growing

the medical corridor in the
Jackson area, we are ensuring we have the infrastructure in place to develop new
health-care solutions that can
improve the lives of Mississippians.”
For the second time in less
than a week’s span, Jackson
Mayor Tony Yarber has joined
Gov. Bryant in a high profile
groundbreaking development
- the $18.5 million apartment
complex on Lorenz Blvd. in

Medical corridor
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Jackson growing with $18.5 million Fondren
apartment complex groundbreaking

Groundbreaking for affordable apartment homes in Fondren that will consists of Downing, Taylor and Oxford Courts. PHOTOS BY THOMAS JOHNSON
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer
Last Thursday’s cold wave
did not deter stakeholders from
attending a press conference at
a construction site for an $18.5
million apartment project underway in Jackson’s Fondren
community on Lorenz Blvd.
The site that once held old
houses in disrepair is undergoing revitalization, thereby contributing to one of the greatest
expressions of beautification
and affordability in the City
of Jackson. Of one, two, and
three bedroom options, these
apartment homes comprise
Taylor Court, Oxford Court,

Living History
Salutes Centenarian
Ruth Hobbs and
90-year-old Annie L.
Robinson
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and Downing Court.
According to Robert King,
president of Triangle Development, LLC, the full-time
security, 163-unit complex
targets medical students, hospital employees, and veterans
who utilize the G. V. “Sonny”
Montgomery Veterans Memorial Hospital.
Rent ranges from $658 to
$914 monthly. Eligibility requirements for tenants must be
met in light of income limits.
Amenities are promised to persons with disabilities within a
small percentage of the apartments.
Referenced as one of the

largest developments from
Governor Phil Bryant’s initiative to provide adequate housing for healthcare workers and
persons with disabilities, most
of the project’s funding comes
from the sale of tax credits
through the Mississippi home
Corp (MHC) in respect to
proximity to hospitals and the
G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery
Veteran’s Hospital.
Senator John Horhn, presiding officer, coined the “dream”
to be in the works for the last
three years. Governor Bryant
noted, “I had a dream of affordable safe housing near the
medical zone.” This dream was

about upscale affordable housing. Now approaching reality,
the dream is anticipated to materialize a year from now.
Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber
commended Governor Bryant
for his “solid commitment”
to the City of Jackson and the
State of Mississippi. “It speaks
to ensure that there are healthcare providers able to do career
outreach and to appreciate the
investment made in the bold
new city of Jackson,” he contended.
Others latching on to the

Fondren

Continued on page 3
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Public hearing on MDOC planned
at Delta State University

Join us in celebrating
Black History Month

’

The Mississippi Link Newswire
CLEVELAND, Miss. - One of
three public hearings planned by a
task force Gov. Phil Bryant created
to oversee the Mississippi Department of Corrections’ contracts review will be held March 7, 2015
at Delta State University in Cleveland.
“The hearings are designed to
provide task force members with
real-life experiences about the
contracting practices of MDOC,”
said co-chairman Andy Taggart, an
attorney and former chief of staff
to Gov. Kirk Fordice.
The hearing at Delta State will
be in the Hugh Ellis Walker Alumni Foundation House from 12
p.m.-2 p.m.
Elected officials, families of
victims/survivors, families of in-

mates, current and prospective
vendors, and suppliers to MDOC
facilities are especially invited.
The next hearing will be held in
Jackson at the Woolfolk State Office Building, Room 145, March
20, 2015, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
A date for the final hearing, initially scheduled for Feb. 21 at the
Thad Cochran Center at the University of Southern Mississippi,
but postponed because of weather
conditions, is pending.
“We will determine at a later
date how to handle the missed
hearing in Hattiesburg,” Taggart
said.
Task force members also are accepting written comments, which
can be sent to taskforce@dfa.
ms.gov or to the following address: Andy Taggart, MDOC Task

Force Co-Chairman, 1022 Highland Colony Parkway, Suite 101,
Ridgeland, MS 39157.
Attorney and former Hinds
Circuit Judge Robert Gibbs is cochairman of the task force. The
three other task force members are:
• Mike Moore, an attorney and a
former state attorney general
• Constance Slaughter-Harvey,
an attorney, a former assistant secretary of state and president of the
Legacy Foundation; and
• Bill Crawford, president of
The Montgomery Institute and a
former state lawmaker.
Bryant created the five-member
panel in November following the
indictment of former Corrections
Commissioner Christopher B.
Epps on corruption charges related
to contracts.
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Fondren and now the telehealth
center.
Yarber said, “As a city, we
are extremely excited to see the
expanding reach of the healthcare corridor here in the Bold
New City. This development
speaks not only to economic
growth and technical innovation but also to the developing
workforce being trained by the
great universities in our capital
city.
“We are determined to ensure
that progression and revitalization such as this project happen
throughout Jackson.”
Dr. James E. Keeton, vice
chancellor for Health Affairs
and dean of the UMMC School
of Medicine, said this facility is
for everyone, as it is specifically designed to meet the growing demand for services around
the state.
“This development is a wonderful marriage of high-tech,
high innovation activities that
represents the economic future
of Mississippi,” said Keeton.
“From our new Telehealth Center, we will literally be able to
bring some form of health-care
services to every Mississippian
who has a network connection.”
Keeton lauded the work of
Dr. Kristi Henderson, chief
Telehealth and Innovation officer for the UMMC. Henderson
said, “This new space demonstrates our commitment to a
healthier Mississippi. We have
to approach health care differently, if we expect a different
result.”
She added, “Telehealth allows us to bring health care to
people in their community, at

their workplace, schools or in
their homes.”
Specific design of the building will facilitate:
• telehealth services to hospitals, clinics, corporations, correctional facilities, etc.;
• provide technical support
and a call center;
• be a Remote Patient Monitoring Center for home bound
patients, using mobile technology
• serve as an “Innovation
Living Lab” to serve as an incubator - intersecting solutions,
technology and health care, and
• serve as a workforce development training center with a
focus on health care and technology development.

MDA Deputy Director Jim McArthur, Kristi Henderson, James E. Keeton, Venyu Chief Executive Officer Scot Thompson, Gov. Phil Bryant, Mayor Tony
Yarber, City Council President De’Keither Stamps and Tray Hairston. PHOTOS BY AYESHA MUSTAFAA

The old McRae’s building on State Street at Meadowbrook will be new site of UMMC Center for Telehealth.

Fondren
Continued from page 1

dream and long-term commitment were Executive Director
of the Mississippi Home Corporation, Scott Spivey, and Rev.
Dr. Hickman Johnson, Region 6
director. According to Spivey,
the 2013 application process
targeted the underserved populace and Mississippi veterans.
Of his agency, Johnson candidly
explained, “We are committed
to provide affordable houses to
families who can’t afford what
many of us can afford to enjoy.”
Councilwoman
Margaret
Barrett-Simon represents the
Fondren area (Ward 7). She
reminisced that almost 30 years
ago, she and Congressman
Bennie Thompson focused on
neighborhood improvement.
She told the crowd that her
objective was “quality development that lasts and serves the
people.” Thus, boosting property value and building community image were highlights she
addressed.
Among the guests for the
Thurs., Feb. 19, groundbreaking were former Mississippi
Governor Ronnie Musgrove,
Renaissance Foundation’s Executive Director Jim Wilkerson
and Bob King’s family members.
During a telephone interview
following the groundbreaking
ceremony, Joe Jackson, lead
pastor of Crossroads International House of Worship in
Fondren, commented that most
of the demolished houses where
the construction site rests were
owned by investors outside
Mississippi.
“I’m concerned about what

Ward 7 Councilwoman Margaret Barrett-Simon

Pastor Joe Jackson, Crossroads International House of Worship
happened to the people who
were displaced. Were they given opportunities for places to
live or were they left to fend for
themselves?” Despite his concern, Jackson acknowledged,
“The project brings good com-

munity relations and the local
economy in Fondren would
flourish.”
He further reflected that some
people would be allowed to live
in “a nice place with amenities.”
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STate wide proudly celebrates

Black History Month
and Salutes

Peggy Hobson Calhoun
Supervisor Calhoun has served as supervisor
of District 3 for twenty three years
1st female elected to the
Hinds County Board of Supervisors

3073 Lynch street
Jackson, MS 39209
601-353-2421
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Glover speaks at AKA 107th Founder’s Day Observance

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher
First International Vice
President of Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) Sorority, Inc. and
President of Tennessee State
University, Glenda Baskin
Glover, received a standing
ovation after speaking at the
107th Founders Day Observance of AKA - Beta Delta
Omega Chapter Saturday,
February 21, at Anderson
Methodist Church in Jackson.
The program was given

in conjunction with Gamma
Omicron Chapter - Tougaloo College and Gamma Rho
Chapter - Jackson State University.
Glover, who served as dean
of the College of Business
at Jackson State University
from 1994-2012, was introduced by Maggie Harper,
Founders’ Day chair.
One of Glover’s first statements was in response to being teased by City of Jackson
Mayor Tony Yarber, Hinds
County Board of Supervisor

Peggy Calhoun and MS State
Legislator, Dist. 65 Mary
Coleman regarding Glover
being a current TSU Tiger vs.
being a real JSU Tiger when
they greeted the large crowd
of AKAs and other guests.
Glover said, “My love for
Jackson State University will
always make me a Jackson
State University Tiger.”
Glover emphasized to her
AKA sisters the importance
of serving with excellence
and sincerity. “The longer
you serve, the more it should

humble you,” she said. She
went on to say always serve
God and recognize who you
are and not worry about critics.
Glover told the young people that it’s ok to change your
major or change directions
along the way because God
will open the right doors and
close the wrong doors.
From a political standpoint
she said everyone should understand that the fate of the
people of God has never been
determined by a republican

or democratic administration,
rather it’s all about believing
in yourself and believing in
God.
As part of the Founders
Day Observance, special presentations and awards were
presented by Andrea Miles
and Attorney Mitzi Paige,
Awards chair, Beta Delta
Omega Chapter.
Carolyn Meyers, president
of Jackson State University
accepted a $1,000 check for
JSU’s scholarship fund and
Delores Bolden Stamps, V.P.

Institutional Advancement at
Tougaloo College, accepted a
$1,000 check for Tougaloo’s
scholarship fund and $1,000
for the United Negro College
Fund.
The recipients of special
awards included Dolphus
Weary, Leadership honoree;
Mac Epps, Community Service honoree; and 100 Black
Men of Jackson, Inc., Mentorship honoree.
A reception was held in the
Fellowship Hall immediately
following the program.
Photos By Jay Johnson

Congratulations
Kishia Powell, P.E.
first female director
City Public Works
City of Jackson

A Black History Month Salute
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Businesses building communities
Critical home repairs made possible
for 60 low-income homeowners

Alderman-at-Large Clemetene Cooper, Mayor Clint Cobbins, Ward 4 Alderwoman Ella Benson, Ward 2 Alderman
Joshua Davis Jr., CSLC Executive Director Beulah Greer, and CSLC Board of Directors President Leslie Greer. (Not
pictured are Ward 1 Alderman David Rule and Ward 3 Alderman Frankie McCain.) PHOTO BY MARTEZ GREER
The Mississippi Link Newswire
LEXINGTON and LEFLORE COUNTY, Miss. BankPlus, the Federal Home
Loan Bank of Dallas (FHLB
Dallas), and Community Students Learning Center (CSLC)
have teamed up to rehab a total of 60 homes in Lexington
and Leflore County.
According to BankPlus officials, a significant percentage
of the low-income homeowners who will benefit from this
initiative have special needs.
“This is a worthwhile project that we are proud to support,” said Mark Ouellette,
BankPlus first vice president
and director of affordable
housing.
“We are not talking about
just improving the aesthetics
of a home. It’s a safety issue.
Many of these families are
living in substandard conditions or without the necessary modifications to accommodate a physical disability,
because they do not have the
resources to make the necessary repairs.”
FHLB
Dallas,
through
BankPlus, an FHLB Dallas
member institution, awarded
CSLC a $495,000 Affordable Housing Program (AHP)
grant to help fund the rehab
project.
The grant includes 50 home
repairs in the City of Lexington and 10 in the 9506 Census
Tract of Leflore County District 1.
Lexington
and
Leflore
County officials were elated
over this opportunity for their
citizens. Lexington’s Mayor,
Clint Cobbins, stated, “We
were glad to partner with the
Community Students Learning Center in this collaborative community effort which
will improve homes and help
stabilize the quality of life for
Lexington’s citizens.”
Leflore County District 1
Supervisor, Phil Wolfe, concurred, “It is a worthwhile
project. I am glad the money
became available to help the
people in need in District 1.”
Beulah Greer, CSLC executive director, explained that
qualifying homeowners will
be accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis. Qualifying
homeowners must be current
on their property taxes and
be willing to participate in a
convenient homeowner counseling session on home maintenance.
CSLC works with youth,
adults, and senior citizens.
“We are deeply appreciative
of BankPlus and FHLB Dallas
for working with us to help 60
deserving families improve
their living conditions,” Greer
said. “We can all do our part
to make our communities a

better place to live.”
This is the second grant
FHLB Dallas and BankPlus
have awarded to CSLC. Greer
said the 2011 grant allowed
them to rehab 35 homes in
Holmes County and nine
homes in Carroll County.
“FHLB Dallas is a membercentric,
solutions-oriented
organization,” stated Greg
Hettrick, vice president and
director of community investment at FHLB Dallas.
“We are here to support
our member institutions like
BankPlus as they strive to respond to a community need.
Collectively and cooperatively, we can make a huge impact
in the lives of people with
special needs and in our communities.”
For applications, homeowners needing repairs in the
Lexington may go to CSLC,
333 Yazoo St., or call Gail M.
Brown or Lula Friar at (662)
834-0905.
Homeowners in Leflore
County District 1 Census
Tract 9506 may pick up an
application at the Chancery
Clerk’s Office, 310 W. Market
St., Greenwood, Miss., in the
Court House. Ask for Chancery Clerk Sam Abraham at
(662) 453- 6203.
For application assistance
in Leflore County, contact
Kendra Smith at (662) 3923183.
BankPlus, with total assets
of more than $2.4 billion, has
60 locations in 33 Mississippi
communities. BankPlus offices are located in Belzoni,
Bentonia, Brandon, Byram,
Canton, Clinton, D’Iberville,
Durant,
Flora,
Flowood,
Gluckstadt, Hernando, Holly
Bluff, Horn Lake, Isola, Jackson, Lexington, Madison, Meridian, Newton, Olive Branch,
Pearl, Picayune, Pickens,
Poplarville, Quitman, Ridgeland, Shubuta, Southaven,
Stonewall, Tchula, Waynesboro and Yazoo City.
For additional information
on Bank Plus, please visit
www.BankPlus.net.
The Federal Home Loan
Bank of Dallas is one of 12
district banks in the FHLBank
System created by Congress
in 1932. FHLB Dallas, with
total assets of $33.6 billion as
of June 30, 2014, is a memberowned cooperative that supports housing and community
development by providing
competitively priced advances and other credit products to
approximately 900 members
and associated institutions in
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, and
Texas.
The Community Students
Learning Center is a 501(c)3
non-profit organization which

Mark Ouellette, BankPlus First Vice
president and director of Affordable
Housing File Photo
has as its mission to promote
community and educational
change, by providing stateof-the-art leadership development and personal improvement opportunities for youth,
adults, and senior citizens.
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CENTENARIAN - LIVING HISTORY
Jackson Heart Study 15th Annual
100 YEARS FOR RETIRED EDUCATOR
Celebration of Life features interactive
RUTH HOBBS
discussion on important data
Jackson, Miss.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
There will be “A Conversation
with Jackson Heart Study Participants and Community” presented by
the Jackson Heart Study, Saturday,
February 28, registration beginning
at 8 a.m. and program at 9 a.m.
The study presentation will focus
on the theme: “What’s Going On
With Our Data?” Guest panelists
are Drs. Reuben C. Warren, Vanessa
Northington Gamble and Anne R.
Simpson.
Venue for the “interactive panel
discussion” is the Jackson Medical
Mall Thad Cochran Center State,
350 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave.
The study has been funded in
whole or in part with federal funds
from the National Heart, Lung and
Blood Institute, the National Institutes of Health, and the Department
of Health and Human Services.
Rueben
C.
Warren,
DDS,
MPH,
DrPH,
MDiv, is the director of the National
Center for Bioethics in Research
and Health Care and professor of
Bioethics at Tuskegee University in
Tuskegee, Ala. He served as director of the Institute for Faith-Health
Leadership/adjunct professor of
Public Health, Medicine and Ethics
at the Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) in Atlanta, Ga.
From 1988 to 1997, Dr. Warren
served as associate director for Minority Health at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
From 1997 to 2004, he was associate director for Urban Affairs at the
Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSDR).
From 2005 to 2007, Dr. Warren
served part-time as the director of
Infrastructure Development for the
National Center on Minority Health
and Health Disparities at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda,
Maryland. From 2004 to 2009, he
was on leave from CDC/ATSDR
where he served as associate director
for Environmental Justice.

Dr. Warren earned his undergraduate degree from San Francisco State
University, his dental degree from
Meharry Medical College (MMC),
and both masters and doctorate degrees from the Harvard School of
Public Health; completed a Master
of Divinity from ITC.
Dr. Warren is an ordained minister. In 1990, he received the Distinguished Harvard Alumni Award. In
1999, he was awarded the Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Medical Science from MMC. In 2000, he received the President’s Distinguished
Service Award, MMC. In 2003, Dr.
Warren’s status at MMC was elevated to Dean Emeritus. In 2003,
he was inducted into the American
College of Dentists. In 2009, he received a certificate in bioethics from
Georgetown University. In 2010, Dr.
Warren received the Michael C. Alfano Award from New York College
of Dentistry. In 2011, he was inducted (Honorary) into Delta Omega
Public Health Honorary Society. In
2013, he was awarded the Honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters from Meharry Medical College.
Va n e s s a
Northington
Gamble,
MD,
PhD, is a university
professor of Medical Humanities and
professor of Health
Policy and American Studies at the
George Washington University.
She is the first woman and African
American to hold this endowed faculty position. She is also professor
of Health Policy in the Milken Institute School of Public Health and
professor of American Studies in
the Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences.
Throughout her career, Dr. Gamble has worked to promote equity
and justice in medicine and public
health. A physician, scholar, and
activist, she is an internationally
recognized expert on the history of
American medicine, racial and ethnic disparities in health and health
care, public health ethics, and bio-

Subscribe TODAY

ethics. She is the author of several
widely acclaimed publications on
the history of race and racism in
American medicine and bioethics.
Public service has been a hallmark of her career. She chaired the
committee that took the lead role in
the successful campaign to obtain
an apology in 1997 from President
Clinton for the United States Public
Health Syphilis Study at Tuskegee.
She is a member of the Institute
of Medicine, National Academy
of Sciences and a Fellow of the
Hastings Center. A native of West
Philadelphia, Dr. Gamble received
her B.A. from Hampshire College
and her MD and PhD in the history
and sociology of science from the
University of Pennsylvania.
Anne R. Simpson, MD, CMD, is
with the University
of New Mexico
at Albuquerque
Health Sciences
Center School of
Medicine where she serves as the
associate vice chancellor for African American Health, professor
of Medicine/Geriatrics and Rust
professor of Ethics. She is also director of the Institute for Ethics and
the executive director for the Black
Health Resource Center and the
chair of the Ethics Consult Service.
Her clinical practice is focused in
geriatric medicine and end-of-life
care. She has an additional focus
on social determinants of health
and has created a community dialogue on “Social Determinants of
Healthy Aging.”
She also serves on several local and national boards and demonstrates a strong commitment to
community service, a value taught
by her family in rural Alabama
where some community members
had been born into slavery. She is
an adamant, advocate for education, having heard the following
words as a child; “You get your
learning, they wouldn’t allow us
no learning when we was coming
along.”
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Finger-pointing, lawsuits likely
Early exposure to peanuts
helps prevent allergies in kids to follow ‘superbug’ scare
The Mississippi Link Newswire
sign of allergy on
the skin test: Only
For years, parents
2 percent of peanut
of babies who seem
eaters developed a
likely to develop a
peanut allergy verpeanut allergy have
sus 14 percent of abgone to extremes to
stainers.
keep them away from
-Among children
peanut-based foods.
with some reaction
Now a major study
to peanuts on the
suggests that is exskin test: Only 11
actly the wrong thing
percent of peanut
to do.
eaters developed an
Exposing
infants
allergy versus 35
like these to peanuts
percent of abstainbefore age one actually helped prevent a This Feb. 20, 2015, photo shows an arrangement of ers.
Hospitalizations
peanut allergy, low- peanuts in New York. For years, parents of babies
ering that risk by as who seem likely to develop a peanut allergy have gone and serious reacmuch as 81 percent, to extremes to keep them away from peanut-based tions were about the
doctors found. In- foods. Now, a major study suggests that is exactly the same in all groups.
Questions remain:
stead of provoking an wrong thing to do. AP Photo/Patrick Sison
How much peanut
allergy, early expoprotein do infants
sure seemed to help
said.
build tolerance.
Peanut allergies have dou- need to consume, how often
Dr. Anthony Fauci, direc- bled over the last decade and and for how long, to avoid altor of the National Institute now affect more than 2 per- lergy? If a child stops eating
of Allergy and Infectious cent of kids in the United peanuts for a while, will an
Diseases, called the results States and growing numbers allergy develop? Would the
“without precedent” and said of them in Africa, Asia and same approach work for othin a statement that they “have elsewhere. Peanuts are the er foods such as milk, eggs
the potential to transform leading cause of food allergy- and tree nuts?
“These questions must be
how we approach food al- related severe reactions and
lergy prevention.”
deaths. Unlike many other addressed, but we believe
His agency helped fund the allergies, this one is not out- that because the results of this
trial are so compelling, and
study, the largest and most grown with age.
rigorous test of this conFood allergies often are in- the problem of the increasing
cept. Results were published herited, but research suggests prevalence of peanut allergy
online Monday in the New they also can develop after so alarming, new guidelines
England Journal of Medicine birth and that age of exposure should be forthcoming very
soon,” Gruchalla and Dr.
and discussed at an American may affect whether they do.
Academy of Allergy, Asthma
Researchers at King’s Col- Hugh Sampson of Mount
and Immunology conference lege London started this study Sinai Hospital in New York
in Houston.
after noticing far higher rates write in the medical journal.
American Academy of PeA big warning, though: of peanut allergies among
The babies in the study were Jewish children in London diatrics guidelines used to
checked to make sure they who were not given peanut- recommend against giving
didn’t already have a peanut based foods in infancy com- children foods with peanuts
allergy before they were fed pared to others in Israel who before age 3, but that advice
was dropped in 2008 because
foods that included peanuts, were.
so parents of babies thought
The study involved more there was no evidence it was
to be at risk for an allergy than 600 children ages 4 preventing allergies. Now,
should not try this on their months to 11 months old in most parents introduce peaown.
England. All were thought to nut-based foods as is appro“Before you even start any be at risk for peanut allergy priate for the child’s age, like
kind of introduction these because they were allergic to other solid foods.
Gruchalla thinks that bachildren need to be skin- eggs or had eczema, a skin
tested” to prevent life-threat- condition that’s a frequent al- bies with some signs of a
peanut allergy risk, such as
ening reactions, said Dr. Re- lergy symptom.
becca Gruchalla, an allergy
All had been given skin- parents who are allergic,
specialist at the University of prick tests to make sure they should have a skin test beTexas Southwestern Medical were not already allergic to tween 4 and 8 months of age.
Center in Dallas.
peanuts. They were put into If it’s negative, they should
Also, small children can two groups - 530 who did not be started on peanut products
choke on whole peanuts, so show signs of peanut allergy as the babies in this study
smooth peanut butter or other and 98 others with mild-to- were. If they show some senpeanut-based foods are safer, moderate reactions, suggest- sitivity to peanuts, a “food
said Gruchalla, who wrote a ing an allergy might be de- challenge” monitored by a
doctor experienced at this
commentary on the study in veloping.
the journal.
Half of each group was as- should be tried.
For children who already
The main finding - that signed to avoid peanuts and
early exposure to a problem the other half was told to have peanut allergies, refood may keep it from be- consume them each week, searchers have been expericoming a long-term problem usually as peanut butter or a menting with small regular
- should change food guide- snack called Bamba, a pea- amounts of exposure to try
to train them to tolerate those
lines quickly, she predicted.
nut-flavored puff.
“Isn’t it wild? It’s counterThe results at 5 years of foods. But these are still experimental and must be done
intuitive in certain ways and age:
in other ways it’s not,” she
-Among children with no with the help of a doctor.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
LOS ANGELES - With an
antibiotic-resistant
“superbug”
outbreak connected to its facility,
Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical
Center stopped short of pointing
a finger at the manufacturer of a
medical instrument believed to
have spread the deadly germs. The
maker of the product was careful
not to blame the hospital as it issued new cleaning instructions
emphasizing meticulous manual
sterilization.
Things may not be so polite
once lawyers get involved.
Lawsuits are expected to follow
the outbreak tied to two deaths and
several infections, with the hospital and manufacturer pointing fingers at each other.
“That’s exactly the kind of skirmishing you’re going to see,” said
John Culhane, co-director of the
Family Health Law & Policy Institute at the Widener University
School of Law in Delaware. “The
bottom line is that the two defendants will be hauled into court, and
they’ll be trying to do two things:
One, they didn’t do anything
wrong; the second thing is to pin
the blame on the other defendant.”
Two people have died at UCLA,
and five others have been infected
with the bacteria known as carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae,
or CRE, after undergoing similar
endoscopic procedures to diagnose
and treat pancreatic and bile-duct
problems between October and
January, hospital officials said.
More than 170 other patients also
may have been exposed.
The family of an 18-year-old
student in grave condition from the
bacteria is considering suing the
endoscope’s manufacturer, Olym-

pus Corporation of the Americas,
an arm of Japan’s Olympus Corp,
attorney Kevin Boyle said.
That hard-to-clean medical instrument used on more than half
a million people in the U.S. every
year has become the focus of the
investigation into the outbreak.
Olympus emphasized in a statement Thursday that meticulous
manual sterilization is needed. The
company said it was issuing new
instructions and working with federal officials.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration warned doctors Thursday
that the device’s complex design
and tiny parts make complete disinfection extremely difficult. Even
when cleaning instructions are followed, germs may linger, the FDA
said. Between January 2013 and
December 2014, the FDA received
75 reports involving 135 patients
in the U.S. who may have been infected by tainted scopes.
The blame game has played out
across the country where some
patients are believed to have died
from infections and hundreds of
others have been shocked when
notified they could have been infected with bacteria or a harmful
disease from a medical instrument that was intended to help
them.
In some cases, patients who
weren’t infected have sued for
having to go through the unnerving process of being screened
over months for diseases such as
HIV and hepatitis they may have
been exposed to.
Pittsburgh medical malpractice
lawyer Brendan Lupetin currently
represents more than 200 patients
in a class-action suit against a
Pennsylvania clinic that he said

This illustration released by the
Centers for Disease Control depicts
a three-dimensional (3D) computergenerated image of a group of
carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae bacteria. The artistic recreation was based upon scanning
electron micrographic imagery. A
potentially deadly “superbug” resistant to antibiotics infected seven
patients, including two who died,
and more than 100 others were exposed at a Southern California hospital through contaminated medical instruments, UCLA reported
Wednesday Feb. 18, 2015. AP Photo/
Centers for Disease Control

didn’t properly clean its endoscopes.
He envisions lots of lawsuits
coming from the UCLA outbreak,
with lawyers targeting both the
hospital and Olympus and possibly third parties who may have
been responsible for maintaining
equipment used for cleaning and
sterilization.
“It looks like someone dropped
the ball,” Lupetin said. “Whether
it’s the manufacturer or UCLA,
you can almost guarantee there
will be a number of lawsuits.”
UCLA said it doesn’t comment on litigation. A spokesman
for Olympus didn’t immediately
return an email seeking comment.
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IRS: Your chances of getting audited lowest in a decade
By Stephen Ohlemacher
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - Budget
cuts forced the IRS to reduce
the number of tax audits last
year to the lowest level in a decade, IRS Commissioner John
Koskinen said Tuesday. And
the number of audits could be
even lower this year.
“The math is pretty simple,”
Koskinen said in a speech to
the New York State Bar Association. “There are fewer
audits because we have fewer
auditors.”
“Audits fell in virtually every
individual category and across
income levels,” Koskinen said.
“This continues a long-term
trend that carries serious implications for our tax system and
the nation.”
Koskinen’s speech comes in
the middle of tax season, just
as millions of Americans are

filing their annual returns.
Last year, the IRS audited 1.2
million individual tax returns.
That’s less than 1 percent of
the returns that were filed, the
lowest rate since 2004.
Koskinen said the IRS is
down more than 2,200 revenue
agents since 2010. Last year, a
little more than 11,600 revenue
agents examined returns, and
Koskinen is warning that the
number of agents will decline
again this year.
Congress has cut the agency’s budget by $1.2 billion
since 2010. The IRS will receive $10.9 billion for the budget year that ends in September.
Fewer audits, however, don’t
necessarily make it easier for
average taxpayers to cheat
on their taxes. Your employer
probably reports your wages
to the IRS, your bank reports

FILE - This April 13, 2014 file photo shows The Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
headquarters building Washington. Budget cuts forced the IRS to reduce the
number of tax audits last year to the lowest level in a decade, IRS Commissioner
John Koskinen said Tuesday, Feb. 24, 2015. And the number of audits could be
even lower this year. AP Photo/J. David Ake, File
interest income, your broker
reports investment income and
your lender reports the amount
of interest you paid on your

mortgage.
If you report making
$40,000 in wages and your employer tells the IRS you made

$50,000, the agency’s computers probably will catch that.
But if you operate a business
that deals in cash, with income
or expenses that are not independently reported to the IRS,
your chances of getting caught
are lower than they have been
in years.
President Barack Obama
has proposed a $12.9 billion
budget for the IRS in the coming budget year - about an 18
percent increase. The proposal, however, was not wellreceived by Republicans who
control Congress.
The agency’s budget cuts
have come as the IRS is starting to play a bigger role in
implementing Obama’s health
care law. For the first time, taxpayers have to report on their
tax returns whether they have
health insurance.
Millions of taxpayers who

are receiving tax credits to help
pay insurance premiums have
to report them as well.
Some Republicans in Congress have vowed to cut IRS
funding as a way to stifle implementation of the health care
law.
Koskinen has said it won’t
work. He said the IRS is required to enforce the law, so
other areas will have to be cut,
including taxpayer services
and enforcement.
The agency projects that
about half the people who call
the IRS for assistance this filing season won’t be able to get
through to a person.
The agency is also considering shutting down operations
for two days later this year - after tax season - resulting in unpaid furloughs for employees
and service cuts for taxpayers,
Koskinen said.

Defying GOP, Obama Justice Dept.: No
vetoes Keystone XL federal charges In
pipeline bill
Trayvon Martin death
By Josh Lederman
Associated Press

By Jennifer Kay and Eric Tucker
Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Defying the
Republican-run Congress, President Barack Obama rejected a bill
Tuesday to approve construction
of the Keystone XL oil pipeline,
wielding his veto power for only
the third time in his presidency.
Obama offered no indication of
whether he’ll eventually issue a
permit for the pipeline, whose construction has become a flashpoint
in the U.S. debate about environmental policy and climate change.
Instead, Obama sought to reassert
his authority to make the decision
himself, rebuffing GOP lawmakers
who will control both the House
and Senate for the remainder of the
president’s term.
“The presidential power to veto
legislation is one I take seriously,”
Obama said in a brief notice delivered to the Senate. “But I also take
seriously my responsibility to the
American people.”
Obama vetoed the bill in private
with no fanfare, in contrast to the
televised ceremony Republican
leaders staged earlier this month
when they signed the bill and sent
it to the president. House Speaker
John Boehner, R-Ohio, said Republicans were “not even close” to giving up the fight and derided the veto
as a “national embarrassment.”
The move sends the politically
charged issue back to Congress,
where Republicans haven’t shown
they can muster the two-thirds majority in both chambers needed to
override Obama’s veto. North Dakota Sen. John Hoeven, the bill’s
chief GOP sponsor, said Republicans are about four votes short in
the Senate and need about 11 more
in the House.
Although the veto is Obama’s
first since Republicans took control
on Capitol Hill, it was not likely
to be the last. GOP lawmakers are
lining up legislation rolling back
Obama’s actions on health care,
immigration and financial regulation that Obama has promised to
similarly reject.
“He’s looking at this as showing he still can be king of the hill,
because we don’t have the votes
to override,” Republican Sen. Jim
Inhofe of Oklahoma, a vocal opponent of Obama’s climate change
agenda, said in an interview. “If he
vetoed this, he’s going to veto many
others that are out there.”
First proposed more than six
years ago, the Keystone XL pipeline project has sat in limbo ever
since, awaiting a permit required
by the federal government because
it would cross an international
boundary. The pipeline would

MIAMI - George Zimmerman, the former neighborhood watch volunteer
who fatally shot Trayvon
Martin in a 2012 confrontation with the teenager, will
not face federal charges,
the Justice Department said
Tuesday.
The decision, announced
in the waning days of Attorney General Eric Holder’s tenure, resolves a case
that focused on self-defense gun laws and became
a flashpoint in the national
conversation about race
two years before the Ferguson, Missouri, police
shooting.
Zimmerman has said he
acted in self-defense when
he shot the 17-year-old
Martin during a confrontation inside a gated community in Sanford, Florida,
just outside Orlando. Martin, who was black, was unarmed when he was killed.
Zimmerman identifies himself as Hispanic.
Once Zimmerman was
acquitted of second-degree
murder by a state jury in
July 2013, Martin’s family
turned to the federal investigation in hopes that he
would be held accountable
for the shooting.
That
probe
focused
on whether the killing
amounted to a federal civil rights violation, which
would have required proof
that it was motivated by
racial animosity. The Justice Department said there
was not enough evidence to
establish that Zimmerman
willfully deprived Martin
of his civil rights - a difficult legal standard to meet
- or killed the teenager on
account of his race.
“This decision is limited
strictly to the department’s
inability to meet the high
legal standard required to
prosecute the case under
the federal civil rights statutes; it does not reflect an
assessment of any other aspect of the shooting,” the
Justice Department said in
a news release announcing
the decision Tuesday.
Zimmerman’s attorney,
Don West, was on a flight
and couldn’t immediately
comment on the decision.
A call to Zimmerman’s

FILE - In this April 18, 2014 file photo, President Barack Obama speaks in
the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington. House Speaker John
Boehner of Ohio says Congress is sending President Barack Obama legislation to build the Keystone XL pipeline on Tuesday. The White House is
indicating Obama will quickly veto it in private over Republican lawmakers’ urging that he sign it. It would be the third veto of Obama’s presidency. AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File
connect Canada’s tar sands with
refineries on the Texas Gulf Coast
that specialize in processing heavy
crude oil.
Republicans and the energy industry say the $8 billion project
would create jobs, spur growth
and increase America’s independence from Mideast energy sources. Democrats and environmental
groups have sought to make the
pipeline a poster child for the type
of dirty energy sources they say are
exacerbating global warming.
For his part, Obama said his administration is still weighing the
pipeline’s merits, and he has repeatedly threatened to veto any attempts by lawmakers to make the
decision for him.
The GOP-controlled House
passed the bill earlier in February
on a 270-152 vote, following weeks
of debate and tweaks in the Senate
to insert language stating that climate change is real and not a hoax.
Republican leaders in Congress delayed sending the bill to the White
House until they returned from a
weeklong recess, ensuring they
would be on hand to denounce the
president when he vetoed the bill.
The veto forced Republicans,
still reveling in their dramatic gains
in the midterm elections, to confront the limitations of being unable
to turn their ideas into law without
the president’s consent - despite the
fact they now control both chambers of Congress.
Republican leaders were mulling
a number of potential next steps. In

addition to trying to peel off enough
Democrats to override Obama’s
veto - an unlikely proposition - Republicans were considering inserting Keystone into other critical
legislation dealing with energy,
spending or infrastructure in hopes
that Obama would be less likely to
veto those priorities, said Hoeven,
R-N.D.
“We’ll look to see if we can get
some more bipartisan support,”
said Hoeven.
Obama last wielded his veto
power in October 2010, nixing a
relatively mundane bill dealing with
recognition of documents notarized
out of state. With the Keystone bill,
Obama’s veto count stands at just
three - far fewer than most of his
predecessors. Yet his veto threats
have been piling up rapidly since
Republicans took full control of
Congress, numbering more than a
dozen so far this year.
The president has said he won’t
approve Keystone if it’s found to
significantly increase U.S. emissions of carbon dioxide, the chief
greenhouse gas blamed for global
warming.
A State Department analysis
found that the tar sands would be
developed one way or another,
meaning construction of the pipeline wouldn’t necessarily affect
emissions.
The Environmental Protection
Agency earlier this month called
for that analysis to be revisited, arguing that a drop in oil prices may
have altered the equation.

Martin

Zimmerman

cellphone went directly to
voicemail.
Martin’s parents were too
distraught after their meeting in Miami with Justice
Department officials to
speak with reporters, their
attorney Ben Crump said.
The Justice Department’s
decision not to file federal
charges against Zimmerman was expected but still
“a bitter pill to swallow,”
he said.
“What they told his family and I was that because
Trayvon wasn’t able to tell
us his version of events,
there was a lack of evidence to bring the charges.
That’s the tragedy,” Crump
said.
The February 2012 confrontation began after Zimmerman saw Martin while
driving in his neighborhood. Zimmerman called
police and got out of his
car and approached Martin,
who was returning from a
store while visiting his father and his father’s fiancee at the same townhome
complex where Zimmerman lived.
Zimmerman did not testify at his trial, but he told
investigators that he feared
for his life as Martin straddled him and punched him
during the fight.
The Justice Department’s
decision was not surprising
because there was no direct
or circumstantial evidence
that Zimmerman’s actions
were motivated by race,
said Tamara Rice Lave, a
professor at the University
of Miami’s School of Law.
In a 911 call, as he followed Martin through their
Sanford
neighborhood,
Zimmerman said the teen-

ager “looks black.”
“But he doesn’t say the
things that would make
you think it was motivated
by race,” Lave said. “He
doesn’t call him the Nword.”
Black leaders in Sanford,
where Martin was shot,
said they weren’t surprised
by the decision.
“I was expecting this to
happen,” said Turner Clayton, a former local leader of
the NAACP.
The decision to not prosecute Zimmerman comes
even though Holder has
made civil rights a cornerstone of his tenure. The
Justice Department is also
moving to resolve a separate high-profile civil rights
case - the August shooting
by a Ferguson police officer of Michael Brown, an
unarmed black 18-year-old.
The killing sparked weeks
of protests.
Days after Zimmerman
was
acquitted,
Holder
said he considered Martin’s death an “unnecessary shooting.” In a news
release Tuesday, Holder
echoed remarks he made in
the shooting’s aftermath.
“Though a comprehensive investigation found
that the high standard for a
federal hate crime prosecution cannot be met under
the circumstances here, this
young man’s premature
death necessitates that we
continue the dialogue and
be unafraid of confronting
the issues and tensions his
passing brought to the surface,” Holder said. “We,
as a nation, must take concrete steps to ensure that
such incidents do not occur
in the future.”
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JPS Open Doors uses chess to help
enhance critical thinking in the classroom
The Mississippi Link Newswire
More than 130 JPS gifted students
competed in the Open Doors Chess
Tournament held February 5, 2015.
Competitors in grades 3 through 6
took part in the daylong event at the
JSU Mississippi e-Center.
The winners were announced at
the end of the five rounds of play.
Team winners were McWillie
grade 6, Middle, first place; North
Jackson, Elementary, first place;
Power APAC, Elementary, second
place; and Casey, Elementary, third
place.
Notably, three students remained
undefeated throughout the tournament: Zoie Chambers, grade 4,
North Jackson Elementary; MeKayla Cook, grade 6, Northwest
Jackson IB Middle; and Talia Buxbaum, grade 5, Power APAC.

Chess is commonly used as a
part of the curriculum at thousands
of schools in nearly 30 countries
around the world. JPS teachers of
the gifted use chess to help students
with critical thinking and problemsolving. Playing chess also enhances memory and increases concentration.
The game of chess is a two-player strategy board game. It is one of
the world’s most popular games,
played by millions of people worldwide. The objective is to checkmate
your opponent’s king, which means
putting the king in a position where
he cannot escape capture.
The game of chess uses tactics
and strategy, inductive and deductive reasoning, recall, analysis,
judgment, and abstract reasoning
skills.

Third Grade Top Ten

Fourth Grade Top Ten

Fifth Grade Top Ten

Sixth Grade Top Ten

Casey, Elementary, 3rd Place

Power APAC, Elementary, 2nd Place

North Jackson, Elementary,1st Place

McWillie 6th Grade, Middle, 1st Place

a d v e r t o r i a l

African Americans We Must Do Better
African Americans, Black History Month is
February. It hasn’t changed, so please my black
brothers and sisters, let us not waste another 28
days sitting on the dock of the bay watching the
clouds roll away. It just doesn’t make sense that
approximately 42 million African Americans will
not come together and let this month work for
them.
As a black man I am sincerely pleading,
begging, urging, importuning, you to join
me in yelling loudly that if we work for Black
History Month, Black History Month will work
for us. For further enlightenment, please go to
www.themississippilink.com/2014/11/11/
african-americans-we-must-do-better/.
I pray that the presidents of the historical black
colleges, faculties, and student bodies will take
the lead in this consolidated effort.
Pastor Jimmy Terry Sr., 931-648-1172, visiontb@bellsouth.net,
Galatians 2:20
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Chandra Minor becomes
Alcorn alumna Victoria Brinkley
Mississippi’s first Africanshines bright as one of WJTV
American female orthodontist News Channel 12’s producers

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University does
more than prepare students for
a career; it prepares them for
greatness.
Dr. Chandra Minor, a Hazlehurst, Miss. native with a love
for enhancing the smiles of others through dental reconstruction, became a staple in Alcorn’s
history after being named Mississippi’s first African-American
female orthodontist.
Minor opened her own practice, Smile Design Orthodontics,
in Pearl, Miss. Nov. 2014. Her
practice provides orthodontic
services such as traditional metal braces, clear (ceramic) braces,
invisalign and self-ligating braces. Minor practices at Smile Design Orthodontics on Mondays
and Wednesdays from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m and some Saturdays from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. She also practices in Vicksburg, Miss. on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and McComb, Miss. on
Fridays from 8 a.m. to 12 noon.
“Throughout high school and
college, I always desired to pursue a career within the healthcare industry,” said Minor.
“Through observation of various
healthcare professionals and my
desire to help improve the selfesteem of others by enhancing
their smiles, I decided to pursue
a career in orthodontics.”
Minor’s road to making history was one that was filled with
hard work. She earned a bachelors degree in biology from

Alcorn in 2008.
She
continued
her education at
the
University
of
Mississippi
Medical Center,
where she earned
a doctorate of
dental medicine
in 2012. She later
enrolled in Howard
University
and earned a certificate in orthodontics.
Minor
“It took a lot
of hard work and
dedication to become an orthodontist. Dental school requires
such a huge commitment. I had
several sleepless nights and
missed family gatherings in order to prepare myself to succeed
in dental school and to be accepted into an orthodontic residency program.”
With this monumental feat,
Minor joins a list of legendary
Alcornites who, after graduation, made enormous strides in
their careers and society.
“I am so blessed to have this
opportunity. It is both an honor
and privilege to be able to serve
the great state of Mississippi. I
love orthodontics and am happy
to be able to provide these services for my patients.”
Minor credits her time at Alcorn for her rise to fame in her
field. Her alma mater not only
prepared her to be successful,
but it also shaped her into the

woman she is today.
“I am so grateful for the experiences and opportunities afforded to me at Alcorn State University. I took courses through the
pre-professional program there.
Not only did I receive an impeccable education at Alcorn, I also
developed valuable social skills
and formed lifelong friendships.”
Minor’s success is an example to all youth with a dream
of making an impact in the
world. Her advice to the youth
is to stay dedicated to perfecting
their craft, all while displaying
unwavering faith.
“I want all young black people to know that they can accomplish whatever goal they
set out to achieve as long as
they try their very best and remain persistent. Pray and give
it all you’ve got. Hard work and
God’s grace will take you wherever you want to go in life.”

The Mississippi Link Newswire
West Point, Miss. native Victoria
Brinkley has always been a talker.
In her younger days, her schoolteachers would constantly call her
out for socializing with her peers
during class lectures.
“I was the kid that stayed in
trouble because I was always talking and passing notes in class,” said
Brinkley, who earned a degree in
mass communications with an emphasis in broadcast journalism in
2010.
Little did her teachers know,
that talkative young lady who was
eager to pass along and receive information would land a career as a
television producer at WJTV News
Channel 12.
Her duties include presenting
the day’s news in a manner that informs and entertains the audience
enough to keep their attention. She
is required to keep up with current
events and decide how those events
would be displayed on television.
She, along with her news team, then
decides which stories are pressing
enough to fit into the 30-minute
news show. Brinkley compares
producing a news show to carefully
piecing together an intricate puzzle.
“Producing a news show is like
putting together the pieces of a
puzzle and then painting the details
on top of the
puzzle pieces.”
Before
making her
way to News

Prospective students given
welcome to ‘Tiger World’

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Dozens of prospective students
from across Mississippi and other
states converged on the Jackson State
University campus Friday, February
20, for Transfer Day - an annual event
that helps ease transition from community colleges.
“We recruit all over Mississippi,
and actively in Atlanta, Memphis
and Detroit,” Dr. Priscilla Slade,
special assistant to the provost for
International Programs and Community Colleges, said of the students that
streamed from buses at the College of
Science, Engineering and Technology.
Despite inclement weather that
made driving treacherous in the
morning, the packed crowd at the
Engineering Building auditorium
cheered and applauded when Dr.
James C. Renick, provost and senior
vice president for Academic and Student Affairs, welcomed them.
Then, it became almost like a pep
rally when he turned the podium over
to President Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers. “Welcome to Tiger World!” said
Meyers to cheers.
“You are our most important asset,” Meyers said, stressing the significance of students to the university.
“Academics is our core business.”
Pointing to individuals, Meyers
said, the next multinational CEO
could be sitting there, or the next head
of the International Monetary Fund
could be sitting there, or the person
who cures cancer could be sitting
over there in the audience. It’s the job
of the university, she said, to see that
students find success.
Picking up that theme, Renick said,
“We have the right leadership at the
right place at the right time” to make
global leaders. “We expect you to succeed. We are going to do everything
we possibly can to help you succeed.”
Student recruiter Paul A. Scott with
the JSU Department of Community
College Relations introduced speakers from the department to answer
students’ questions, which ranged
from admittance requirements to

Student recruiter Paul A. Scott with the JSU Department of Community College Relations
introducing student ambassadors to guide prospective students around camps at Jackson
State University for Transfer Day, Feb. 20, 2015. Photos by Charles A. Smith

Students from across Mississippi and other states at Jackson State University Feb. 20, 2015,
for Transfer Day.
scholarship information.
“We have the best Phi Theta Kappa
scholarship in the country,” Slade told
the students, referring to the honorary
society for community colleges, the
equivalent of the Phi Beta Kappa society for four-year schools. Jackson
State is home to a Phi Theta Kappa
Alumni Association.
Shirley Harrison, interim director
of the International Programs Office,
told students about the JSU Passport
to the World program - which received wide acclaim with Thursday’s
announcement about its groundbreaking partnership with the Council on

International Education Exchange
(CIEE).
Listing exotic locales, Harrison
detailed the program that allows students to enroll in summer classes,
take two weeks of classes at JSU and
travel abroad for two weeks.
A number of services for students
were noted, and were further explained by a 23-page “Transfer Connect: Resource Guide” that lists various programs.
Students spent the day touring the
various colleges, interacting with faculty and visiting booths at the Student
Center.

Channel 12 in
Jackson, Miss.,
she
developed
her news anchoring skills while
attending Alcorn
State University.
She was one of
the faces of ASU
TV 13, a news
show put together
by Alcorn mass
communication Brinkley
students and faculty. Her experience as a news anchor prepared her
for a productive future in the field
she loves.
“Alcorn taught me how to handle changing circumstances, both
in class and out of class. The (mass
communications) faculty, staff,
and students always worked as if
they/we had something to prove. I
believe that all of us who worked
hard proved ourselves by being
successful in a range of career fields
in which our lessons are put to the
test.”
Brinkley’s career in journalism is
perfect for her outgoing personality.
“There’s no better way to express
yourself constructively than to deliver information that people need.
I’ve always been very passionate
about being social and interacting

with people, so journalism was the
right path for me.”
Journalism is an exciting field
that aspiring journalist will actively
pursue careers in. Brinkley offers
young journalists valuable information that would help them to not
only get their foot in the door, but
also establish themselves as a staple
in the field.
“Make sure you stay sharp and
current. Maintain positive relationships at work. Have an outlet outside of work because this can be a
stressful job; you will need something else to focus on when you
leave work. Always remember that
it’s not called breaking news for
nothing! Life is full of changes and
plot twists, and you must be open
to whatever life and work throws at
you!”

12 • THE mississippi link

P

a

s

t

February 26 - March 4, 2015

o

r

a

l

P

o

i

n

t

s

“The Manifold Wisdom of
God” – Toward a Fuller Gospel

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

“To me, the
very least of
all saints, this
grace was given, to preach to
the Gentiles the
unfathomable
riches of Christ, and to bring
to light what is the administration of the mystery which for
ages has been hidden in God
who created all things; so that
the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known
through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the
heavenly places.” Ephesians
3:8-10 (NASB)
Having grown up in a nominally Christian culture, in my
late teens I desired to know
God for myself. Both my parents trained me up as best they
could in Mississippi’s de facto
state religion, a Southern fried
style of Evangelicalism that
we seasoned soulfully within
the black Missionary Baptist
tradition. I was dragged to
church many a Sunday morning in my prepubescent days
and sat on the back pew mystified by the frenzied and folksy
worship marked by shouts,
shrieks, and asthmatic whooping. It would be years before I
got good religion, a religion I
too could feel sometimes.
I’m not altogether sure
what led me to question this
tradition and its claims about
God and my relationship to
Him. My parents’ divorce,
racial and class oppression,
the moral inconsistency of
“believers”, and my very inquisitive and precocious mind
complicated what should have
been my easy acceptance of
cultural Christianity. Though I
was expected to “go along to
get along” I secretly pondered
the significance of the whole
worldview that undoubtedly
influenced me but at that time
was unable to convert my
heart and head. Thus, at a tender age my questions led me
on a quest for meaning and
truth. Mine was a spiritual odyssey wherein I at first wrestled with Christianity, then became enamored with Eastern
religions, and later gave up on
God in agnostic cynicism and
frustration.
It was a miracle that God
saved me. Many of my friends
have dramatic testimonies of
God delivering them from listless lives of sexual addiction,
drug abuse, and just plain reckless deviance. But it seemed
my testimony was less acceptable. Here I was, a black boy
from Mississippi, who was by
God’s providence delivered
from disbelief. Being an agnostic in a nominally Christian, though functionally atheist, society seemed worse than
murder. Reflecting back, I see
how it was good that I doubted, for it liberated me from
what I have come to know as
a Christ-less Christianity that
has a form of religion without
its power. And it was this powerless gospel, another gospel
contrary to the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, that caused
me to doubt not so much the
true and living God but search
for this God with all my heart.
Along the journey from
faith and back to faith, God
placed in my life persons
who planted seeds that later
than sooner blossomed into a
hunger for the true and living
God. God graciously sent my

way faithful Baptists, Methodists, and others who gave
me a wider view on who God
in Christ is. One of my dear
friends, himself a young Pentecostal evangelist, patiently
but intentionally; shared with
me the Good News and over
time, in spite of my intellectual stubbornness, I found
myself increasingly convinced
that I was in need of salvation
and that there was indeed a
Savior. My coming back to the
Church was really, and most
importantly, my coming to Jesus, or rather Jesus coming to
me. And because a Pentecostal
brother labored for me to come
into saving faith, it was the
Pentecostal and Charismatic
traditions that truly gave me a
religion I could feel. Looking
back on that time I like to think
that Pentecostalism was the
door to a much larger Christian house, a house intriguingly furnished with much of
what I came to know about the
Baptist faith of my youth. This
may sound strange to the doctrinaire observer, but because I
was free to think through these
things without denominational
blinders I saw more things that
united us than divided us and
to this day I remain committed
to cross-denominational and
cross-doctrinal relationships
that continue to nurture my
soul; and without apology.
By now, you may see all of
this as a beautiful testimony
written in an Evangelical
tongue, something that talks
about my need to be saved
by grace through faith. To be
sure, that is truly part of what I
am saying. But what else I am
saying hasn’t been said yet,
explicitly.
As a baptized Spirit-filled
believer in the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, I have
watched with earnest the
debates within and beyond
Evangelicalism about the plurality of its identity. One of
the oddest things is how white
and conservative Republican
Evangelicalism is, as the media and political parties define
it for their respective agendas.
But I know that the Southern
fried style of Evangelicalism
I grew up around is more diverse and divergent than what
the dominant narrative has
led too many to believe. And
because of that, I have grown
weary of the ways in which
Jesus becomes a mascot for
the Left and the Right in this
tired debate about identity and
action.
As someone shaped deeply
by Baptist and Pentecostal
sensibilities (both groups accepting the Evangelical selfdefinition in certain circles),
I yearn for the day when we
can preach and live a Gospel
that is fuller and more comprehensive than the sound
byte, reductionist stuff we get
from churches and televisions
across the country.
I have pondered this with
greater scrutiny in light of how
various leading Evangelicals
have responded to Ferguson
and Eric Garner. The racial divide is wide in the Church, to
be sure. And that racial divide
has also given way to (and
made a way for) the theological divide in how we understand and embody the Gospel.
Those on the Right see the
Gospel as only about penal
substitutionary atonement, our
only means for getting a ticket
out of a burning Hell. Those

on the Left want nothing to
do with miracles, signs, and
wonders (well, many conservatives don’t either) but want
to imagine that the Gospel is
nothing more than a self-help
or justice strategy.
For me, the Gospel is both/
and. I don’t see how anyone
can read the Bible and come
away with an either/or, buffetstyled religion. The manifold
wisdom of God includes personal holiness and social justice, gifts of the Spirit and fruit
of the Spirit, private prayer
and public protest, priestly
compassion and prophetic indignation. To sever these inextricably linked themes is to do
irreparable damage to how we
understand the Gospel.
The Gospel is Jesus. It is
God’s whole story of covenant
love, cosmic companionship,
and divine justice. It is grace
and truth that has the power to
rescue and restore the world
God created and so loves. It
mends fractured relationships, turns nations upside
down, re-orders our desires,
saves us from something and
for something (and better yet,
someone). It is Good News
that says the other news is
not worth listening to or following, and that this news
directs us to where God is doing a new thing, making the
wounded whole and healing
sin-sick souls. It is God’s justice manifest, God’s glory felt
and seen, and God’s power
made known to all the kingdoms of the world. It is more
truthful, great, and beautiful
than anything we can slap on
a bumper sticker or tweet in
140 characters or less. It defies mere words and yet is
the expression of the Living
Word made flesh through the
conception of the Holy Spirit

and birth from the womb of
a poor, virgin Jewess from
Galilee.
My spiritual odyssey was
once one of doubt. It is now
one of defense: to defend a
Gospel not reducible to five
petals of a tulip, or to a social
gospel not heavenly minded.
What we need today are
women and men of God who
will offer up a more holistic
and transformational alternative to the anemic cultural
Christianity that so dominates
Mississippi. We need it for our
families and communities, for
our churches and for our governments. We need a revival
that saves and sanctifies, and
a revolution that redeems and
makes a corrupt nation more
just. And we need soul saving, prison shaking, yoke
breaking power to do that.
What I’m after, then, is a
Gospel informed by the manifold wisdom of God, to use
Paul’s language from Ephesians 3. I believe that the true
Gospel is indeed manifold,
comprehensive, bigger and
broader than just any one subject or theme or agenda. Indeed the Gospel is about the
new thing God did and is doing in Christ and the church
must herald that message in
all of its glory.
Now that’s a religion I can
feel (and think through) all
the time.
Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate
of the University of MS and
Duke University, serves as the
director of Student Religious
Life at Alcorn State University and is the pastor of Mt.
Helm Baptist Church in Jackson. Rev. Rhodes is married
to Allison Thomas-Rhodes
and they are the parents of
twin boys: Carroll Edward
III and Cornelius Josiah.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
This week, I
have a couple of
things that I’d
like to quickly
share with you.
The first is “The
Book of Negroes.” If you missed it, you
truly missed a treat. If you can
and it is available, I truly suggest checking out this spectacular production on some
electronic device by watching
it “On Demand.” If you would
prefer, the book, with the
same name is also available. It
will be well worth your time.
Yes, the movie was strategically scheduled to run on BET
during Black History Month
and it is truly a history lesson that we all should know,
as well as a biblical lesson as
found in 1 Peter 2:16, which
reads: “Live as people who
are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but
living as servants of God.”
If you are not aware of
the program and it’s historical significance, I’ll give you
the short version: The movie,
The” Book of Negroes” is
based on a historical document which records the names
and descriptions of thousands
of African-American slaves
who escaped to the British
lines during the American
Revolution.
The three part TV movie
chronicles the life of a woman, Aminata Diallo, who, as
an adolescent; is stolen from
her homeland of West Africa
and is sold into slavery when
she arrives in South Carolina
(America). She can speak two
African languages and later
learns English, as well as how
to read and write.
She eventually runs away
from her owner, and lives life
in New York as a free woman
for years working as a midwife while teaching others
to read and write. Because
all of this takes place during
the late 1700s, her conditions
seem to be a little better than

what we usually see on programs that depict slavery, but
she is still devalued as a black
woman.
However, her leadership
abilities are pivotal in her
persuading others to make
decisions that give them
their freedom in Nova Scotia
(Canada) as well as in Sierra
Leone (West Africa).
My brief description of the
movie probably won’t make
you rush out to view it, but I
can promise you that whenever and if you choose to see
it, you will be very happy
that you did. Aminata’s stolen freedom was a vehicle for
others to become legally free.
(Remember, 1 Peter 2:16.)
Now, the second thing that
I’d like to share with you
is the birth of my true love,
John P. Higgins.
This man, born on February
26, 1961, has been in my life
since I was 18 years old. He
is a loving Christian husband,
provider, and my best friend,
as well as a fantastic father
to our children. This man of
God is all of that and more,
so I can’t help but share with
the world - my love for such a
dynamic person.
Speaking of sharing - Remember the verse that I often
share with you - Isaiah 52:7
(NIV), which reads: “How
beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your
God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a
messenger for news in and
around the state of Mississippi, would like to serve as
your personal messenger to
share your news and the news
of your place of worship and
visit.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.

R e i g n i n g A n n o u n c eme n t s
Mission Mississippi will host its next Thursday/Tuesday Breakfast on February 26, and March
3, at St. Andrews Episcopal Cathedral, 305 Capitol St., Jackson; and New Destiny, 4101 Northview Dr., Jackson; respectively. The Jackson Area Prayer Group meets twice a week at different
churches throughout the Jackson area. They are faithful prayer warriors for the churches and for
racial healing among Christians. For more information call 601.353.6477 or visit www.missionmississippi.org
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, will soon culminate its Fourth Annual
“Back in the Day” Black History Celebration. The annual event, held throughout the month of
February has been held on designated dates in the Robert Brown Cooper gymnasium. The
remaining date and guests include the February 26, grand finale’ stage performance, “Oh! Freedom!” with special guest, Wesley G. Williams, II, in a stage performance, and H. L. Wright, vocalist. The program will begin at 6 p.m. For more information call 601.366.7002. Dr. Jerry Young is
the pastor.
Makarios Worship Center, 464 Church Rd., Madison, will host a Women of Grace Women Conference Friday and Saturday, February 27 – 28. Friday’s worship service will begin at 7 p.m. and
Saturday’s worship brunch will begin at 10 a.m. The event theme is “Learning How Not to Grow
Weary in Well Doing,” Galatians 6:9. The conference speaker is Maxine Bolden. For more information call 601.750.6716. Revs. Leon and Yolanda Collier are pastor/co-pastor, respectively.
Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, 117 Pilgrim Blvd, Natchez, will be the location where the General
Missionary Baptist State Convention of MS will host its Annual Spring Session Sunday through
Wednesday, March 8 – 11. Baptist churches from across the state will convene for various training
sessions, seminars, auxiliary meetings, worship and fellowship. Dr. Elliott Cuff, dean of Christian
Education of the National Baptist Convention, USA, will conduct a special Ministers Conference.
Dr. Frank Ray Sr., pastor of New Salem Baptist Church in Memphis, Tenn., will be the keynote
speaker for seminary night. For more information call 601.955.1132 or visit www.gmbsc.org.
Rev. Melvin White is the pastor of Pilgrim Rest.
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The Parable of the Great Feast - Part II
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
It’s easy to become
complacent,
callused,
and careless. In a
strange way, the
parable Jesus told
at a Pharisee’s table has a way of
stirring us and infusing us with
God’s heart and perspective.
In the Gospel according to
Luke, Chapter 14:16-17, Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great feast and invited many
guests. At the time of the feast,
He sent His servant to tell those
who had been invited, come, for
everything is now ready.”
The Host has planned the feast
based on the number of guests invited and those who had not previously indicated that they would
not be present. Once the Host
has determined how many guests
have accepted His invitation,
then He is able to determine how
many animals are to be killed and
cooked.
Not to come to a feast where
one had previously indicated acceptance was a grave breach of
social etiquette. It was an insult to
the Host. In a society where one’s
social standing was determined
by peer approval - who is invited
to whose dinners - this was an act
of social insult as well.
For a whole series of guests to

reject the final summons appears
to be a conspiracy to discredit the
Host.
Whatever one makes of their
excuses, their refusal to join the
great feast is a social strategy, the
effect of which is the Host’s defamation.
We find in verses 18-20, “But
they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, I have just
bought a field, and I must go and
see it. Please excuse me. Another
said, I have just bought five yoke
of oxen, and I’m on my way to try
them out. Please excuse me. Still
another said, I just got married, so
I can’t come.”
In the parable Jesus tells, all
the invitees now begin to make
excuses. The rejection was unanimous. But the excuses are lame,
and the three Jesus mentions are
representative of the rest. The first
has just bought a field and must
inspect it. But surely no one buys
a field sight unseen. The second
has just bought five pairs of oxen
and must try them out. But no one
buys five pairs of oxen without
testing them first.
These two excuses are flimsy
on the surface. Both indicate men
of wealth. Purchasing property
is a wealthy man’s luxury. Five
yoke of oxen are for an estate,
one or two pairs of oxen would
be adequate for a small farm.
The third excuse, that the guest
has just been married, also is
lame. When he accepted the in-

vitation he would have known of
his wedding plans. That was the
time to politely decline.
We read in verse 21, “The servant came back and reported this
to his master. Then the owner of
the house became angry and ordered His servant, go out quickly
into the streets and alleys of the
town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.”
You can’t blame the Host for
being angry when He hears of
this rude affront and unanimous
rejection by His social peers. So
He tells His servant to invite the
lower classes. But now it is an
act that says, “I’ll show them!”
The Host will not have an empty
house at His feast. He will have
guests!
The Host is God the Father,
inviting His people Israel to the
Messianic Feast in the Kingdom
of God. The rich and socially elite
who reject at the last minute the
Host’s invitation are the Pharisees
and Jewish religious establishment who begin to plot against
Jesus and eventually render the
ultimate insult of having Jesus
executed as a common criminal.
The poor and downtrodden is
the common people, considered
unclean by the Pharisees.
We feel badly when we are rejected, but what about the Father?
Think of His grief and broken
heart. Think of His anger and
mercy.
I recall the verses at the be-

ginning of John’s Gospel that
express this: “He came to that
which was His own, but His
own did not receive Him. Yet to
all who received Him, to those
who believed in His Name, He
gave the right to become children
- children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a
husband’s will, but born of God.”
(John 1:11-13).
Jesus told us, “If the world
hates you, keep in mind that it
hated Me first. If you belonged to
the world, it would love you as its
own. As it is, you do not belong to
the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world. That is why the
world hates you.
“Remember the words I spoke
to you: No servant is greater than
his master. If they persecuted Me,
they will persecute you also. If
they obeyed my teaching, they
will obey yours also. They will
treat you this way because of My
Name, for they do not know the
One Who sent Me.” (John 15:1821)
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He honorably
served in the U.S. Army for 20
years. Rev. Green is a member of
the National Association of Evangelism Church of God, Anderson,
Ind. He serves as chairman of the
Southeastern Association of The
Church of God, Inc.
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For Your Glory

Tasha Cobbs
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Fill Me Up

Casey J

3.

Every Praise
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Amazing
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I Am
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I Will Trust
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War
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No Greater Love

Smokie Norful

9.

Say Yes

Michelle Williams Featuring Beyonce and Kelly Rowland

10.

God My God

VaShawn Mitchell
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When is your
next time?

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Even though
some say that
it’s the first time
that’s most significant, I think
that when it
comes to faith
and trust in God, the most important one is your next time. Are you
ready to put your whole hearted
faith and trust in God again? I
know I myself have said, “This
is the last time I’m praying about
that.” But I kept praying anyway.
Why is the “next” time more
important than the first? Because
it is often sincere desperation that
accompanies that next time faith
that puts us in a position to get the
much-prayed for breakthrough.
Can you put trust in God after
years of disappointments, stinging
memories of rejection or feeling
fooled by God to believe in something that has yet to come to pass?
The story of Joseph shows the
power of that “next time” faith.
Genesis 37 describes how in his
youthful pride, Joseph described
dreams to his older brothers that
showed him having authority over
them. Out of jealousy and hatred,
Joseph’s brothers sold him into
slavery. Things just seemed to get
worse for Joseph who then ended
up in jail. While in jail, he correctly interpreted dreams for two
members of the pharaoh’s court.
He sat languishing in jail as one’s
promise of getting him released
went unheeded for two years.
Overall, thirteen years elapsed between the time of Joseph’s dream
and his release from jail.
I wondered just what thoughts
ran through his mind as he sat
thinking about those who’d be-

trayed him in the past. I also
wonder if he ever told God that
the next time someone came to
him with a dream, they’d have to
figure it out for themselves. The
bible isn’t clear on what Joseph
said during those two years.
What if Joseph had said when
he was summoned to the pharaoh’s court that next time he
just wasn’t “feeling it” because
of what had happened two years
earlier? Genesis 41:14-16 says,
“So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and
he was quickly brought from the
dungeon.… “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God
will give Pharaoh the answer he
desires.”
Yet despite his past disappointments, Joseph still trusted God.
Unlike some of us, Joseph put his
trust in God again…and his life
changed instantly. The scriptures
don’t say if it was an easy thing
for him to do. They do say that
he was quickly taken from the
dungeon and cleaned probably so
fast that he didn’t have a chance
to even think about refusing the
request.
Joseph’s story shows that
when God has promised a breakthrough or a blessing, we have to
hold onto to it…no matter what.
He ultimately was able to fulfill
God’s purpose not because of
him believing the first time…but
because he made the choice to
believe and trust God the “next”
time.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship Ends.” She can be reached
at
lovehangover@juno.com,
at www.shewandariley.com or
www.anointedauthorsontour.com
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A more comprehensive
Twin evils: Terrorism
world vie and facing
and Racism
America’s “lynching frenzy”
By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist

We live in an
era when humankind seems
awash in wardriven
atrocities. Men, and in
some instances,
boys - for this is, overwhelmingly, a matter of the sins of
males - who once lived within
the boundaries of decency
have dedicated themselves to
committing crimes of shocking depravity.
Whether driven by trickedup political ideologies, ethnicgroup grievances, or pseudoreligious mumbo-jumbo, many
of these killers display a seemingly unfathomable desire to
be inhuman, monstrous.
I have a name for this bloodletting and the people who engage in it. I call it and them the
“Prime Evil.” The phrase isn’t
my creation. It was applied
two decades ago to one man,
Eugene de Kock, a colonel
in South Africa’s police force
during the apartheid era who
directed the government’s terrorist squad that used torture
and murder to try to destroy
the freedom movement led by
Nelson Mandela.
One of that unit’s many
“specialties” was, after it had
finished torturing a captive, to
tie him up, place him over an
explosive device and detonate
it. Brought to justice after the
fall of the Afrikaner regime, de
Kock was sentenced to more
than 200 years in prison for his
crimes.
De Kock’s name has been in
the news this winter because
the black-majority South African government announced
in late January that it would
parole him. I’ll explore that extraordinary decision further in
my next column.
My point here is that De
Kock’s release reminds us
that although the Internet now
makes it possible for many of
us to witness acts of horrific
violence, such depravity isn’t
new and has never been limited to just the colored peoples
of the world.
That fact was underscored
by the release earlier this
month of a report documenting how widespread and horrific the dynamic of America’s
Prime Evil - White racism once was.
The document, “Lynching
in America: Confronting the
Legacy of Racial Terror,” was
compiled by the Equal Justice
Initiative (EJI), a Montgomery, Alabama-based social justice organization.
It found that between 1877
and 1950, a total of 3,959 black
Americans were murdered by
a “racial terror lynching” in
the 12 most active lynching
states, all but one of which had
been part of the Confederacy.
The report defines a racial
terror lynching as one whose
real purpose was not to punish an individual so much as
to terrorize an entire group:
Americans of African descent.
Contrary to the conventional
view of these murders as furtive acts done by a few on the
fringe of Southern White society, EJI documents that the
“lynching frenzy” murders
were often barbaric communal
“festivals” involving ghastly
rituals of mutilation and burning - symbolic of both cannibalism and necrophilia - that
were attended by dozens, or
hundreds, or even thousands
of whites.
Some, in which blacks
locked up in local jails were

targeted, were even advertised
in local newspapers in advance. Further, these “celebratory acts of racial control and
domination” were bolstered by
the white South’s using Christianity to justify Jim Crow.
The Equal Justice Initiative
wants to erect in these states,
which are chock-full of memorials to the architects of the
Prime Evil of Negro Slavery
and Jim Crow, markers of and
memorials to the lynchings at
many of the sites where they
happened - a plan, a New York
Times article on the report
noted “will involve significant
fund-raising, negotiations with
distrustful landowners and,
almost undoubtedly, intense
controversy.”
The latter prospect should
be especially welcomed by
those who think, as the EJI report states, America “must fully address our history of racial
terror and the legacy of racial
inequality it has created … by
urging communities to honestly and soberly recognize the
pain of the past.
“Only when we concretize the experience through
discourse, memorials, monuments, and other acts of reconciliation can we overcome the
shadows cast by these grievous events.”
“Tsultrim,” a reader responding online to the Times
Feb. 10 article put it even
more poignantly.
“Imagine driving through
your town today and seeing
a body hanging from a lamp
post, or a bridge. Imagine
watching your neighbors burn
a person to death in the public
square.
“If we think this is shocking, then we must take steps to
acknowledge our past, commemorate those who died,
own responsibility for acts
that have informed attitudes to
this day. This is our holocaust.
It’s past time to own it, examine ourselves, and change.
Who are we if we refuse to
look, refuse to acknowledge?”
Lee A. Daniels based in
New York City has written the
essay, “Martin Luther King,
Jr.: The Great Provocateur,”
which appears in Africa’s
Peacemakers: Nobel Peace
Laureates of African Descent
(2014), published by Zed
Books. His new collection of
columns, Race Forward: Facing America’s Racial Divide
in 2014, is available at www.
amazon.com

By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
NNPA Columnist

There are two
related
violent
phenomena in that
are now getting
renewed
public
attention and research around the
world, as well as considerable debate and denial. The twin evils are
terrorism and racism.
President Barack Obama’s recent
White House Summit on “Countering Violent Extremism” reminded
many of us in black America that violent acts of “extremism” have not
been isolated just to the Middle East
or to the perversion of one religion.
At the conclusion of the White
House meeting on extremism,
Obama affirmed the national resolve and resilience of the United
States in surmounting and overcoming terrific challenges in the past.
The president said, “For more
than 238 years, the United States of
America has not just endured, but
we have thrived and surmounted
challenges that might have broken a lesser nation. After a terrible
civil war, we repaired our union.
We weathered a Great Depression,
became the world’s most dynamic
economy.”
It is undeniable that the United
States has made progress for more
than two centuries toward a “more
perfect union” with promises of liberty, equality and justice for all.
But for millions of black Americans, however, the contradictions
of racial inequality, racially motivation violence, disproportionate mass
incarceration, and numerous other
forms of institutionalized racism
and extremism are all still realities
that we face daily. That, too, is undeniable.
After the White House summit,
a larger gathering of international
governmental leaders, civil society groups, diplomats, religious
leaders and others convened at the
State Department. Again, President
Obama reiterated his call to action
for a more coordinated global effort
to courter violent extremism.
He stated, “We come together
from more than 60 countries from
every continent. We speak different
languages, born of different races
and ethnic groups, belong to different religions. We are here today
because we are united against the
scourge of violent extremism and
terrorism.”
It was a welcomed display of a
growing, diverse international coalition of governments and organizations emerging to make public their
collective intention to work together
to confront violent extremism wherever it exists.
Given the changing demographics fueled by the “browning of

America,” the extremist violence attacking Black Americans and other
people of color should be on a decline. On the contrary, there appears
to be a national resurgence of racial
violence against people of color inside.
Black America has had to challenge and endure centuries of violent acts of extremism in the forms
of domestic terrorism and racism.
The Ku Klux Klan (KKK) even to
this day claims to be a Christian organization. But no one refers to the
KKK as Christian extremists or terrorists.
Within a week, there will be the
50th anniversary recognition of
“Bloody Sunday” in Selma, Ala.,
where violent law enforcement “extremists” attacked unarmed civil
rights marchers who were nonviolently demanding voting rights for
Black Americans in 1965.
It is ironic that a new study concerning the systematic lynching of
Black Americans, produced by the
Equal Justice Initiative (EJI), was
titled, “Lynching in America: Confronting the Legacy of Racial Terror” and documented at least 3,959
lynchings of black Americans in 12
Southern states between the Reconstruction Era and World War II: Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
Louisiana, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Arkansas, Florida, and Texas.
And those were just the documented cases. There were many others that were never documented or
reported in the news media because
during that period, racist lynchings
were the socially accepted norm and
not the exception in the South.
That type of extremist terrorism
against black America was commonplace. Yet, there were no international commissions or conferences by major powers to end the
practice.
Lynching was the impetus for
the creation of the NAACP. As it
states on its Website, “The NAACP
was formed partly in response to
the continuing horrific practice of
lynching and the 1908 race riot in
Springfield, the capital of Illinois
and resting place of President Abraham Lincoln.”
Among the founders were W. E.
B. Du Bois, Ida B. Wells-Barnett
and Mary Church Terrell along
with a group of white liberals,
including Mary White Ovington
and Oswald Garrison Villard. The
founding of the NAACP was predated by the DuBois-led Niagara
Movement of 1905.
The “Lynching in America” report concluded that “lynching of
African Americans was terrorism,
a widely supported phenomenon
used to enforce racial subordination and segregation.
“Lynchings were violent and

?
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Ask Alma

Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Should I give my ex a break
on support payment?
Dear Alma,
I think I know what I’m going
to do, but I’m curious as to what
you think about my situation.
My husband and I were married
for eight years. We have three
boys. We are now divorced. He
gets them almost every weekend and is very active in their
lives.
He has, however, been behind
over the years with his child
support payments but last year
he paid on time every month.
When he filed for his income
tax return this year, he was told
the money would go towards his
back child support payments.
He called, explained his situation and asked me if I would
give him part of the money. The
back child support check will
come to me. I have not remarried. So no, I’m not working
with a double income.
Again, I know what I’m
thinking but I’d like to know
what do you think I should do?
Name withheld
Dear Name Withheld,
If you’re a super fan of Ask
Alma, and I think that you are,
you know I’ve got a soft spot
when it comes to our fathers.
I don’t know if it’s because
of the amazing relationship I
had with my dad, my incredible
male friends who are fathers, or
the fact that I have a remarkable
son, who’s a father - there’s no
two ways about it, fathers hold a
special place in my heart.
Specifically, when it comes
to your ex, the boys’ dad, his
actions speak loud and hearty.
He’s handling his business. He
has buckled his boots and put
public events that traumatized
black people throughout the country and were largely tolerated by
state and federal officials.”
Today, the lynching and terrorizing of Black America is also
done via the rope of the so-called
criminal justice system. Prosecutorial misconduct in the cases of
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Mo.
and Eric Garner in New York are
contemporary manifestations of
lynching.
Racially-motivated lethal vio-

his best foot forward. Pops has
met every payment, on time and
that Sweetheart is a blessing.
I’m sure at some point, something came up - maybe a flat
tire, the need for a new suit or
the electric bill was extra high
one month - and he still came
through for his boys. You and
I both know as mothers, there’s
always a bump in the road,
without a doubt.
And here’s a shout out to
the mamas who navigate them
every day. Speaking of every
day, your quandary reminds me
of a quote I recently read from
DMX. He said, “Every day, I
get closer to God. Every day,
my will to do the right thing gets
stronger.” In that quote, I see a
man who’s trying, just like your
ex-husband, to be a better father.
I’m not sure of your answer,
but my answer is “yes,” I think
you should extend to him a few
dollars. The amount ought to be
of your choosing, since you do
have a firsthand knowledge of
what’s needed by the boys.
Your ex is finally willing and
able, offering to you and his
sons, his best. Take the time to
appreciate it and him, and return
to him a portion of your best.
Because of your boys, the end
of your marriage doesn’t have
to be the end of a respectful relationship.
Offer up a cup of compassion
and a fist full of forgiveness.
Tenderheartedly handle your
business, mama. And while
you’re extending that hand to
be a blessing, hold it open just a
minute to receive one as well.
		
Alma

lence by police officers is another
form of extremist terror and violence against Black America that
must be stopped - now!
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is president and CEO of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) and can be reached
for national advertisement sales
and partnership proposals at
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org; for lectures
and other professional consultations visit http://drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc

The perils of a poisonous politics
By Rev. Jesse Jackson
NNPA Guest Columnist

By doubling
down on his vile
slur on President
Obama’s love for
his country, exNew York City
Mayor Rudi Giuliani created the
media frenzy that he craved. He
also set up an easy test of decency
for Republican presidential contenders: Who has the sense to disavow Giuliani’s poison?
Jeb Bush, Rand Paul and Marco
Rubio passed the admittedly low
bar. Governors Scott Walker and
Bobby Jindal failed ignominiously:
Governor Rick Perry pretzeled his
way through it.
If Republicans wonder why 95
percent of African Americans and
70 percent of Latinos will likely end
up voting for Democrats in 2016,
they should look in the mirror.
Virtually every African Ameri-

can will see this attack on President
Obama as racist, something that
would not be occur were Obama
White.
Silence in the face of the attack will be seen as proof that the
Republican race-based politics of
division remains in force. In his decision to weaken the Voting Rights
Act in Shelby v. Holder, Justice
Roberts wrote that “this country has
changed.”
Giuliani’s insult ratifies the wisdom of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg’s ringing dissent, that while
progress has been made, the Congress surely was right in deciding
we still have far to go.
Giuliani’s rant echoes the new
hysteria that Republicans are trying
to stoke: that Obama is “withdrawing” from the world, and thereby
weakening America. A parade of
horrors - Russia in Ukraine, ISIS
in Syria and Iraq, negotiations over
nukes with Iran, terrorist violence in

Paris - is summoned up and blamed
on the president.
Recently, Obama made the
simple and common sense observation that we are not at war with
Islam, but with terrorist extremists
who want to hijack the religion for
their own ends. His statement was
similar to that repeated frequently
by George W. Bush when he was
president.
Any future president from either
party will make similar statements both to reflect reality and to keep the
fear-mongers from fanning hatred
here at home. Yet, the president’s
comments sparked hysterical comments from across the right-wing
noise machine as if common sense
were somehow heresy.
This clamor is feeding a mindless war fever. Do we want to have
an armed confrontation with Russia
over Ukraine? Not really, the macho hawks basically want to fight to
the last Ukrainian.

Do we want to put troops back
into Iraq? Not really, although as
President Obama has escalated the
U.S. response to ISIS, the armchair
hawks have moved to more muscular positions, now even mumbling
about “boots on the ground.”
We are fighting wars in Afghanistan, providing troops and arms and
bombs against ISIS, running drone
attacks in nearly a dozen countries, dispatching special forces to
120 countries. And somehow this
is scorned as withdrawal from the
world.
Missing in the hysteria and the
vile attacks on patriotism is a sensible policy debate - and a sensible
reckoning of how we got to where
we are. The reality is that excessive
belief in military force has done
more than anything to cause this
mess.
The catastrophic invasion of Iraq
is the worst foreign policy debacle
since Vietnam. The decision not

simply to go after Bin Laden and al
Qaeda, but to wage a counterinsurgency war in Afghanistan and “rebuild” that nation has led to the longest war in our history that shows
no sign of ending.
The “humanitarian intervention”
in Libya has left chaos and violence
in its wake. The U.S. invasion of
Iraq turned the country over to Shiite rule, ironically empowering Iran.
ISIS comes out of the Sunni reaction to that reality.
Meanwhile we’ve only begun
to pay the $3 trillion tab for Bush’s
Iraq War, even as our own roads,
rail, sewage and water systems
grow ever more dangerous for lack
of investment.
Those who mindlessly call the
president weak, impugn his patriotism, and accuse him of withdrawing from the world ought to be
called to account.
Rainbow PUSH Coalition. www.
rainbowpush.org.
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Book Review:
“1965: The Most Revolutionary
Year
in
Music
”
Andrew Grant Jackson
by

c.2015, Thomas Dunne Books
$27.99 / $32.50 Canada • 352 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
You turned up the volume again.
Surely, the guy in the car next
to yours must think you’re weird.
There you are, groovin’ to your
tunes, seat-dancing, singing along
like you were in-concert. Really,
is there such a thing as having the
music too loud?
No. There’s not, so turn up the
volume one more time and read
“1965: The Most Revolutionary
Year in Music” by Andrew Grant
Jackson.
As the year 1965 began, more
than forty percent of Americans
were under twenty years old.
Teens emulated their parents
then: boys wore short hair, girls
wore long skirts. Segregation
was common, color TV was new,
eighty percent of America was
white, and the country’s youth
had tasted The Beatles and loved
them.
Bob Dylan did, too, though
John Lennon had once dismissed
his music. The Rolling Stones
were singing “puppy love” songs,
while Barry Gordy hoped his
Supremes might follow in Dean
Martin’s footsteps since the “big
money” was in nightclubs.
Marvin Gaye, meanwhile,

wanted to be “singing Cole Porter,” Malcolm X (who would
soon be assassinated) met Martin Luther King, and thousands
marched to Montgomery.
As winter turned to spring,
Roger Miller captured six Grammys; Charlie Pride struggled with
recording deals in a segregated
music industry; and Johnny Cash
accidentally, drunkenly, set fire to
five hundred acres of California
forest. The Byrds’ music “gave
birth to the West Coast hippie
dance style…”
Girls wore shorter skirts and
boys wore longer hair, which “angered” future presidential candidate Mitt Romney and he gave a
classmate an impromptu haircut.
By the summer of 1965, President Johnson launched Medicaid, Medicare, and escalated
America’s presence in Vietnam.
Sonny and Cher got you, Babe;
everybody was dancing at discotheques; Barry Gordy hired “a
charm school teacher” to prepare
the Supremes for stardom… and
Watts burned.
With 1965 winding down, Herb
Alpert & the Tijuana Brass’s album whipped up interest. Frank
Sinatra insisted that Sammy Davis Jr. be allowed to stay at Rat
Pack hotels, and Paul McCartney

allowed a string quartet on “Yesterday.”
Cass Elliot became a Mama,
John Lennon insulted Carol King,
and drug songs were hip. And so,
at year’s end was the premiere of
A Charlie Brown Christmas.
I looked it up: time travel remains merely theoretical. Still,
you can have the next best thing
by reading “1965.”
This book will have you humming along with songs you remember (or recognize, if you
weren’t around then).
Author Andrew Grant Jackson
melds history, music, and littleknown anecdotes as seamlessly
as butter but what’s most fascinating about this book is seeing
how times changed so completely in one year: we went from flattops to Beatle mops, from black
segregation to Black is Beautiful, from “I Feel Fine” to “I Feel
Good.”
And, indeed, it was. So is this
book, and I think “1965: The
Most Revolutionary Year in Music” is what you should reach for
next.
If you’re an oldies fan, a follower of culture, or if you remember the year with fondness
(or regret), how could you turn it
down?

Fate’s Destiny
a powerful read
The Mississippi Link Newswire
For the struggling mind,
heart and soul of today, a
good read is “Fate’s Destiny.” And even if at peace,
perhaps to understand
someone else in such a
struggle, still “Fate’s Destiny” is an eye opener.
The primary plot revolves around God being
upset with the state of the
world, dismayed at how
things are and debating
destroying it again.
Instead, the fate of mankind is placed in the hands
of three individuals: Sheldon, Ann, and Winston.
These three are chosen by
God due to their own inner
struggles and are tested to
see if they can overcome
those internal challenges.
However, they are never
informed of this, and are
unaware that they are essentially on trial for the
sins of mankind. Should
they fail their tests, mankind is doomed.
One of the themes of the
novel is “choice.” Each
character in the book is
confronted with an issue
and must make a decision
on what path they will
take. Everyone can relate
to being tasked with making a multitude of choices
on a daily basis. Those
choices, for better or for
worse, determine fate.
Fate’s Destiny is currently available as an ebook and in paperback. The
ebook is available in Apple’s iBooks, Amazon’s
Kindle store, Barnes and
Noble’s Nook store, and in
Google Play’s, and Kobo
Books’ ebook stores. The
paperback can be ordered
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on
Amazon’s,
Barnes & Noble’s, and BooksA-Million’s websites.
Author
Kyle
Taylor is a 2001
graduate
of
Loyola Blakefield
High School in
Towson, Maryland, and graduated from Morgan
State University
in Baltimore in
2005 with a B.A.
in English/Journalism.
He has a professional
background in communications and
journalism and has had articles published in several
newspapers including The
Baltimore Sun, The Afro
American
Newspaper,
The Baltimore Times, and
The Baltimore Business

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Disappear
5. Unite
9. Superior
11. See ya!
12. Green skinned pear
13. Native ruler
14. School group
15. Sun god
17. Gall
18. Androids
20. Bowling pin
22. Punching tool
23. Education (abbr.)
24. Possessive pronoun
27. Honey makers
29. Eat away
31. Summon
32. Type of fur
33. Lawyer (abbr.)
34. Children’s love

DOWN
1. What birds’ wings do
2. Am not
3. __ vu
4. Self
5. Genius
6. Put restrictions on
7. Thieves’ hideouts
8. New __ (city)
10. Land mass
16. Remains
18. Hospital worker
19. Ready
20. Baby bird sound
21. Make a choice
22. Syrian bishop
24. Homeless person
25. Lazily
26. Meets
28. Air
30. Gnawer
© Feature Exchange

Taylor

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 17)

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Journal.
More information about
Taylor and his novel, as
well as direct retailer
links, can be found on his
blog,
www.kylestaylor.
blogspot.com.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Hint: Quote by Karen Carpenter

© Feature Exchange
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

SECTION 1
ADVERTISMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi,
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/19/2015 , for:

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until
3:30 P.M., local time, March 24, 2015 at Jackson City Hall, for the Mill
Street Box Bridge Replacement, City Project No. 15B4500.701.

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson,
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/19/2015 , for:

RE:
		

GS# 101-301 Burrus Envelope Repairs
Alcorn State University

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents
may be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
			
Phone:		
Email:

Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A.
500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
Jackson, Mississippi 39216
601-969-7543
info@burriswagnon.com

A deposit of $50.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

RE:
		

GS# 103-278 School of Engineering - PH II
Jackson State University

The entire projects must be completed within sixty (60) calendar days.
The contract will be subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of
five hundred dollars ($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive
calendar day in which the contract time is exceeded.

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:
Professional:
			
Address:
			
Phone:		
Email:

Cooke Douglass Farr Lemons
Architects & Engineers PA
3100 North State Street, Suite 200
Jackson, Mississippi 39216
601-366-3110
preece@cdfl.com

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with
the City. As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall
disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal
Business Opportunity Program, please contact Stephanie Coleman
in the office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1636. Copies of
the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are
available at 200 South President Street,Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

2/19/2015, 2/26/2015

Specifications and Proposals forms are on file and open to public inspection on the 4th floor (Engineering Division) of the Warren Hood
Building located at 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39205.
One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents
may be procured from the Engineering Division, upon payment of
$100.00 dollars, which will not be refunded. Please contact Charles
Williams, Jr., P.E., PhD or Jonathan Yaeger., at (601) 960-1651 for
directions or any additional information for procurement of plans and
specifications. The Standard Specifications adopted by the City Council may be procured from the Department of Public Works, if desired
upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.

2/19/2015, 2/26/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2015, AT
12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM.
105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

A. OLD BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2014-17, REQUEST BY: ELIZABETH BATTON TO BUILD
A CARPORT ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1505 MYRTLE ST. IN THE
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2015-01, REQUEST BY: ALVIN & A.E. FAGAON TO DEMOLISH A MISSISSIPPI LANDMARK STRUCTURE LOCATED AT 846
N. PRESIDENT ST.

3. CASE NO. 2015-03, REQUEST BY: BONNIE SIDES (APPLICANT:
JOHN WEAVER) TO ADD AN ADDITION AND OTHER EXTERIOR AND
INTERIOR MODIFICATIONS TO PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1828 PIEDMONT ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on March 3, 2015 at 2:00 P.M. local
time, in the 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building,
200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged
to attend.

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson,
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/26/2015 , for:
RE:

GS# 113-130 Wise Ctr. Necropsy Renovation 		
(Cooling Tower Replacement)
Mississippi State University - Division of Agriculture, 		
Forestry & Vet Medicine

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is authorized to bid. Each bidder must deposit with
its proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an amount equal to five
percent (5%) of the total bid for the work, payable to the City of Jackson, as the bid security.

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents
may be obtained from:
Professional:
		
Address:
		
Phone:		
Email: 		

Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A. - Columbus
(Columbus, Mississippi, through the Office listed herein)
Post Office Box 167
Columbus, Mississippi 39703
662-327-8990
cmorrow@pryor-morrow.com

The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment
Bond each in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds must file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy of their power of attorney.

4. CASE NO. 2015-04, REQUEST BY: SIDNEY MACK TO CHANGE
THE ROOF MATERIAL OF A GARAGE LOCATED AT 901 N. JEFFERSON ST. IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Proposals shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with
the City of Jackson’s City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated
above. Each bidder shall write its certificate of responsibility number
on the outside of the sealed envelope containing its proposal.

II.

OTHER ITEMS

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to
waive any and all informalities

III.

ADJOURN

2/26/2015, 3/5/2015
2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

Make the Switch to DISH
Today and Save 50%
With qualifying packages and offers.
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PREMIUM CHANNELS
For 3 months.

mo.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Make the Switch to DISH
Today and Save 50%
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

ASK ABOUT
HIGH SPEED
INTERNET

Professional Services for the Preparation of
the City of Jackson’s Five- Year Consolidated Plan and One-Year Action
Plan
With qualifying packages and offers.

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative

AS LOW AS ....

The City of Jackson is requesting proposals from experienced community development consultant firms or individual consultants to undertake
the development of the City of Jackson’s 5-Year Consolidated Plan and
the One-Year Action Plan. The
proposer must use the HUD Econ PlanPromotional
ning suite.
ces

where available

mo.

2/19/2015, 2/26/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
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Proposals for this project
according to the following criteria:

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, March 17,
1. EXPERIENCE with similar U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
PREMIUM2015,
CHANNELSat which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall
Development Projects; proposal must identify the primary individual per- For 3located
months.
at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City
forming the administrative functions; experience with HUD requirements;
Hall for the following:
and provide three (3) public agency references.

FREE

mo.

s
for 12 month

s
for 12 month

th Hopper.

Not eligible wi

Call Now and Save 50%

Kishia L. Powell, PE		
Director, Department of Public Works
Officer

Offer subject to change based on premium
channel availability.

FREE
With qualifying
packages and offers.

1-800-319-2526
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015

SAME DAY
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS
Where available.

CALL TODAY INSTALLED TODAY!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months.
All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top
250; $30 per month with America’s Top 200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5
per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR
LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are
America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services
during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will
apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days
of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a
monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, $12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected,
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS: Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation.
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective
owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only
accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related
marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at
a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, nonproratable and nontransferable once the
season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. All Rights Reserved.
NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS.
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

THE REGION’S LARGEST RV SALES EVENT!

PASS
24th ANNUAL
NEW ORLEANS
Dish Network

March 6-7-8 • Pontchartrain Center • Kenner, LA

RV SHOW
Fri 12-8 • Sat 10-8 • Sun 11-5 • Adults $8 • Children 15 & Under Free
See Multiple Dealers & Brands in 1 Location!

NewOrleansSpringRVshow.com
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40515-031715 Twelve-Month Supply of Diesel Fuel and Regular
Unleaded Gasoline
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FREE
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timely manner according to the City’s deadlines.
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The above must comply with the City’s specifications.
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3.556 x 6 48 Web
BAC Promotions
Dish Network

The original and six (6) copies of the proposals shall be submitted in
a sealed envelope labeled with Name of Firm or Individual: Five-Year
Consolidated Plan and One-Year Action Plan Proposal in the lower left
hand corner. If a proposal is submitted by mail, the post office address
of the City Clerk is P.O. Box 17, Jackson, MS 39205. If proposal is handdelivered, the street address of the City Clerk is 219 South President,
Jackson, MS 39201. Proposals must be submitted no later than March
20, 2015 at 4PM, after which time they will be opened by the Selection
Committee.

PASS

2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery
time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those
cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention
is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that
determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533
2/19/2015, 2/26/2015
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
SECTION 1.0 NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals from qualified companies for the offsite disposal of geotextile-stored
biosolids, removed as part of the Storm Cell Rehabilitation Project (City
Project No. 11B0500902), at the Savanna Street Wastewater Treatment
Plant (WWTP). Proposal will be received by the City of Jackson at the
office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson,
Mississippi 39205, until 3:30 P.M. local time, Tuesday, March 31, 2015,
for supplying all labor and materials (as specified) necessary for BIOSOLIDS SCREENING, LOADING, TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL, CITY PROJECT NUMBER 15B0500901.
The scope of services is to remove approximately 305,000 WET TONS
of dewatered biosolids stored in geotextile tubes at the Savanna Street
WWTP, and dispose of the material off site in an environmentally compliant manner. Beneficial use of the majority of the biosolids is required.
The details of the work to be performed are described in more detail
within the Request for Proposals.
Biosolids disposal operations shall commence within 60 days from the
effective date of the Notice to Proceed. In consideration of available City
of Jackson funding and a mandated Consent Decree deadline for the
project, biosolids disposal shall be accomplished over an approximate 30
month period with roughly one-third of the biosolids disposed of in each
of the years 2015, 2016, and 2017. Accelerated scheduling for disposal
will be favorably viewed during the proposal evaluation process. All biosolids disposal must be completed by December 31, 2017. Site restoration and road repair work associated with the project shall be completed
by March 1, 2018. The full Consent Decree document can be found on
the City of Jackson Consent Decree website at www.COJCD.org within
the “Document Library.
The City of Jackson faces stipulated penalties from Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) if the biosolids disposal project
is not completed on time; therefore, liquidated damages will be assessed
for each consecutive calendar day biosolids disposal has not been completed after the December 31, 2017 required completion date. Liquidated
damages will be as follows: $1,000.00 per day for failure to complete all
biosolids disposal operations by December 31, 2017, and for failure to
complete site restoration and road repair within 60 days after completion
of biosolids disposal operations, in accordance with these documents.
Furthermore, any additional actual costs incurred by the Owner beyond
$1,000 per day shall be added to the daily penalties. These actual costs
include, but are not limited to, engineering, roadway repairs, inspection,
and other project related cost resulting from the Contractor’s failure to
complete the work on schedule.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each Proposer shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan with the
proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to
comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a Proposer from
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the
City ol Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of
the program are available at the following location: 200 South President
Street, Room 223, Jackson, Mississippi; or can be assessed from City of
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity webpage.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to
2000d-4, that all proposers will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against
on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for
an award.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring
the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment,
initiatives, and assistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons,
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson,
as well as those who seek to contract with the City of Jackson on various
projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City of Jackson
in achieving its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for
employment opportunities.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

work. Additional proposal submittal requirements are specified in Section
2.0 of the RFP.
Proposals will be assessed, rated, and the selection made based on the
following criteria; 1) Price of Services; 2) Financial Strength of Proposer;
3) Project Description and Approach, including Maximization of Beneficial
Use Options; 4) Qualification and Experience of Proposer; 5) Company
Compliance History; and 6) Utilization Level of Local Minority Business.
A MANDATORY Pre-Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March
9, 2015 at 2:00 P.M., local time, in tlie Main Conference Room of the Administration Building, Savanna Street Wastewater Treatment Plant, 3810
Interstate 55 South Frontage Road, Jackson MS, 39212. Attendance by
Proposers intending to submit on the project is required. All potential
Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. As part
of the Pre-Proposal meeting, an escorted tour of the biosolids storage
area will be provided. Following the Pre-Proposal Meeting, a Contractor/
Subcontractor Networking Session will be held in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room, located on the 1st floor of the Warren Hood Building,
200 South President St., Jackson, MS, from 6:00-7:30 P.M. on March 9.
All interested parties are encouraged to attend to network with sludge
disposal general contractors, local trucking companies, and other local
subcontractors and suppliers.
In addition to the site visit on the day of the Pre-Proposal Meeting, interested Contractors will have a second opportunity to visit and inspect
the site as part of a Group Escorted Site Visit on March 16, 2015, at
2:00 P.M. local time, and ending at 5:00 P.M local time. Contractors may
participate in the escorted project site inspection which shall be led by
the Project’s Engineering Team. During these site visits, Contractors may
submit questions, collect samples of project’s solids, and conduct any
additional site reconnaissance as is reasonable. In order to participate
in the second scheduled site visit, Proposer shall be required to submit
an email stating intent to attend to Matthew Horton, P.E. at hortonmr(a).
cdmsmith.com. All Proposers who intend to participate in either of these
site visits will be required to wear the necessary safety clothing including
hardhats, safety glasses, and steel toed boots.
All proposals must include a Proposal Bond in the amount of 5% of the
total contract amount and a Consent of Surety, agreeing that, in the event
of the award of a Contract, a Performance Bond and a Payment Bond
will be furnished each in the amount equal to 100 percent of the annual
contract amount or one third of the total contact amount, whichever is
greater, as outlined in the Special Provisions Section.
The successful Proposer will he required to furnish Certificates of Insurance showing coverage limits as outlined within the RFP. The selected
Proposer shall procure, maintain, and keep this coverage in force at all
times during the term of the Contract at tthe Proposer’s sole expense.
Proposer shall submit proof of ability to obtain such insurance in the
proposal.
Copies of the Request for Proposals are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the (I) Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public
Works, Jackson, Mississippi; and (2) City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.
AN OFFICIAL version of the RFP, as part of the proposal package, may
be obtained electronically by contacting:
CDM Smith
Matthew Horton, PE
Tel: (601) 966-0359 or Email: hortonmr@cdmsmith.com
A non-refundable $50.00 payment, in the form of a check payable to
CDM Smith, is required for registering and obtaining the proposal package. Only companies who purchase the RFP document and register with
CDM Smith at this address will be considered as valid proposers and
will receive Addenda (if issued). Failure to register and obtain an official
proposal from CDM Smith will result in disqualification.
Additional information and assistance regarding this contracting opportunity may also be obtained through the MS Procurement Technical Assistance Program, of the Mississippi Contract Procurement Center, which
can be found at: www.mscpc.com.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Proposers that minority and women business enterprises are solicited to propose on this contract as prime
contractors and are encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential
subcontracting and/or Joint Venture opportunities, equipment, material
and/or supply needs.

Proposals shall be submitted using the forms provided as part of the
Request for Proposals (RFP), sealed in an envelope and plainly marked
on the outside of the envelope: “Proposal for BIOSOLIDS SCREENING, LOADING, TRANSPORTATION, DISPOSAL, CITY PROJECT NO.
15B0500901.”

The City has retained CDM Smith as the Engineer for the Biosolids
Screening, Loading, Transportation and Disposal project. The CDM
Smith office is located at 210 East Capitol Street, Suite 1050, Jackson,
MS, 39201. For technical questions, contact Matthew Horton. P.E., by
phone at (601) 966-0359 or by email at hortonmr@cdmsmith.com.

Proposal (one original plus five copies) and EBO Plan (one original plus
two copies) shall be submitted, stapled individually, sealed and deposited
with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and
date hereinbefore designated. Each Proposer must describe in his proposal the company’s qualifications to perform the work. The Statement
of Qualifications shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of
references with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who
will perform the work, and other information supporting the qualifications
as required by the project described herein. The proposal shall include
a technical approach in sufficient detail to demonstrate the proposer’s
knowledge of the project and the technical strategies for execution of the

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and
to waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. T uesday, March 24,
2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall
located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City
Hall for the following:
37301-032415--- 6 Month Supply of Foods-Dairy Products-Group IV
37888-032415---6 Month Supply of Foods –Fresh Produce-Group V(Fruits/Vegetables)
38601-032415----6 Month Supply of Foods-Frozen/Chilled-Group IA(Breads & Desserts)
38602-032415-----6 Month Supply of Foods---Frozen/Chilled—Group
IB- (Fruits/Vegetables)
38603-032415---6 Month Supply of Foods---Frozen/Chilled—Group
IC—(Meats/Meats Products)
		
38701-032415—6 Month Supply of Foods--Canned/Dry-Group IIA(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)
38702-032415—6 Month Supply of Foods- Group IIB- (Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)
38801-032415—6 Month Supply of Foods- Group III- (Condiments)
39331-032415—6 Month Supply of Foods—Baby Food
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi
39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for
public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular
Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to
promote full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing
business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the
City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s
EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s
EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development
at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of
Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor,
Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any
bid submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.
The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the
lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.
Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items,
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included
on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will
make that determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533
2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Terry Williamson, Legal Counsel

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and
Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B,
Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:0hursday, 03/26/2015 , for:

Gus McCoy, Chief Administrative Officers

RE:

Kishia L. Powell, Director of Public Works

2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

GS# 422-155 Campus Roofing - PH I
Ellisville State School

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:		
Address: 		
			
Phone:			
Email:

Robert Lewis/Architects
Post Office Box 1154
Clinton, Mississippi 39060-1154
601-925-8180
rlewis@rlarc.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau
of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the
right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Bureau Director
2/26/2015, 3/5/2015

Cryptogram Solution

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange
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Health Insurance
Problems?
Health Help Mississippi
is a local non-profit
that can help.
Call to get
FREE assistance
with your health
insurance options.

www.healthhelpms.org

1-877-314-3843

Health Insurance
Problems?
Health Help Mississippi
is a local non-profit
that can help.
Call to get
FREE assistance
with your health
insurance options.

www.healthhelpms.org

1-877-314-3843

3.556x4

48 Web

February 26 - March 4, 2015

Health Help MS

www.mississippilink.com

The Mississippi Link
Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s Restaurant
3118 Livingston Road
cash & carry
Capitol Street and Monument Street
City Hall
219 S President St
Garrett Office Complex
2659 Livingston Road
PASS
Dollar General
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
Dollar General
2030 N Siwell Rd
Dollar General
4331 Highway 80W
Dollar General
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
Dollar General
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Dollar General
304 Briarwood Dr
Dollar General
Health
Help
Mississippi
2855
McDowell
Rd
is a Dollar
local non-profit
General
that104
can help.
Terry Rd
Mobil
CallJJ
to get
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
FREE assistance
JSU Student union
with1400
your health
J. R. Lynch Street
insurance
options.
Liberty Bank and Trust
2325 Livingston Rd.
PASS
lumpkins
bbq
182 Raymond Road
McDade’s Market
Northside Drive
McDade’s Market #2
www.healthhelpms.org
653 Duling Avenue
1-877-314-3843
Picadilly Cafeteria
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
Piggly Wiggly
2875 McDowell Road
3.33x4 46 Web
Shell Food Mart
5492 Watkins Drive

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
Two Sisters Kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
Upton tire
Countyline Road and State Street
Murphy USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell Ace Hardware
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite Aid
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite Aid
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite Aid
6075 Old Canton Rd

Satellite TV DifferenceCAN

Health Insurance
Problems?

T ON
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
Boutique Store
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s Store
Church Street - Canton, MS
Community Mart
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
Fryer Lane Grocery
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
Hamlin Floral Design
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Joe’s Sandwich & Grocery
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K One Stop
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
Lacy’s Insurance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Soul Set Barber Shop
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Trailer Park Grocery
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
Dollar General
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VowelL’s Market Place
5777 Terry Road
C L I N T ON
Dollar General
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L AN D
Rite Aid
398 Hwy 51
T erry
Mardi Gras Café
106 West Cunningham Avenue
R a ym o n d
Hinds Community College
Welcome Center
505 E. Main Street
Sunflower Grocery
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
Love Food Mart
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
Raymond Public Library
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
Raymond City Hall
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U ti c a
Hubbard’s truck stop
Mississippi Hwy 27
Pitt Stop
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B o lt o n
Mack’s Café
103 West Madison Street
Bolton Library
Bolton City Hall

Feb22_MCAN

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi
C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

3.556x4

48 Web

PASS
MS Gem & Mineral Society

AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation
Institute
of Maintenance 866-3672510.
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at home to process Medical
Billing & Insurance Claims! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Online training at Bryan
University! HS
Diploma/GED
and
3.33x4
46 Web
Computer/Internet needed. 1-877-2593880.
WELDING CAREERS - Hands on training for career opportunities in aviation,
automotive, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students. Job
placement assistance. CALL AIM 888205-1735.

Employment- General

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

25 DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!
Learn to drive for USXpress
Earn $800 per week.
Local 15-day CDL training.
Immediate Openings!
1-800-350-7364

Employment-Sales
EARN $500 A DAY; Insurance Agents
Needed; Leads, No Cold Calls;
Commissions Paid Daily; Lifetime
Renewals; Complete Training; Health &
Dental Insurance; Life License Required.
Call 1-888-713-6020.

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
DRIVER - CDL/A
CLASSES STARTING
EVERY MONDAY!
• No out of pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!
• Refresher Course Available.
Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335 EOE
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com

SWITCH & SAVE EVENT FROM
DIRECTV!
Packages
starting
at
$19.99/mo. Free 3-Months of HBO,
starz, SHOWTIME & CINEMAX, FREE
GENIE HD/DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL
Sunday Ticket Included with Select
Packages. New Customers Only. IV
Support Holdings LLC- An authorized
DirecTV Dealer Some exclusions apply Call for details:1-800-215-6713.

CD or IRA
Coming Due?

15%

First Year Guarantee!
For Sale, Misc.

Learn the safe and secure way to earn stock
market linked returns without market risk to
your principle.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-2318360. www.pews1.com
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-3818004.

For More Info Call Ken at SFG

3.556 x 6 48 Web
MS Gem & Mineral Society

CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Equipment
Operator Career! Receive Hands-On
Training and National Certifications
Operating
Bulldozers,
Backhoes,
Excavators. Lifetime Job Placement.
Veteran Benefits Eligible! 1-866-9263998.
SANDERSON FARMS
IS SEEKING FARMERS
to be contract hatching egg producers in
the following counties: Copiah, Lincoln,
Simpson, Lawrence and Jefferson Davis.
Contact Chris Batte 601-892-1145
or cbatte@sandersonfarms.com
for more information.

Services

Services
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free shipping.
DISH TV Retailer - SAVE! Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 months). FREE premium movie channels. FREE equipment,
installation and activation. CALL AND
COMPARE LOCAL DEALS. 1-800319-2526.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-5229068.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. 601-981-3060.

601-540-4500
Guarantees are subject to the claims paying ability of the insurance company. Surrender of contract may be subject to surrender
charges or market value adjustments. Product not available in all
states.

STUMP

GRINDING
Visit our website
www.stumpsunlimited.com

Craig Sterling

601-248-9399
NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?
Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS

WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call  One Order
One Check
Call MS Press Services
at 601-981-3060
For More Information!
Week of February 22, 2015

www.mississippilink.com
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Indoor Track and Field Athletes of the Week
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The Southwestern Athletic Conference has selected Mississippi Valley State University’s
Cleother Crain and Southern University and A&M College’s John Haynes as the SWAC Men’s Track & Field
Athletes of the Week for February 17th.
Cleother Crain
Mississippi Valley State University
Jumper
Class: Senior
Hometown: Greenwood, Miss.
During the LSU High Performance Meet, Crain competed
in two events that placed him in top five scoring positions.
In the long jump, he reached a distance of 6.73 meters,
claiming second-place. Crain also competed in the high

jump event, which landed him a mark of 1.96 meters and
a third-place position.
John Haynes
Southern University and A&M College
Runner
Class: Sophomore
Hometown: Barbados
Haynes led the Jaguars during the Houston Tune Up
Meet, claiming a first-place position in the 800 meters with
a time of 1:54.56. With a total of ten participating team, he
was able to set a new meet record, while also increasing
his personal collegiate career time. The sophomore also
helped Southern’s 4x4 relay team take third-place with a
time of 3:24.31.
The Mississippi Link Newswire

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.

www.mississippilink.com
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Queen Latifah’s ‘Bessie’ to premiere May 16 on HBO
eurweb.com
HBO has finally set a date for its
Bessie Smith biopic starring Queen
Latifah.
The film, which follows America’s “Empress of the Blues” from
her beginning in abject poverty to
becoming one of the biggest recording artists of the 1920s, will premiere on May 16, the network announced Tuesday. Smith died after a
car accident in 1937 at the age of 43.
Director Dee Rees said she tried
to peel back the layers of this music
legend through the eyes of the men
and women who loved her.
“Her personal relationships are really where we learn what her fears
are, what her wants are, what her

needs are,” Rees told the TCA in
January. “I thought it was important
to show the relationship with Jack
Gee, her longtime lover, and also
show a relationship with a longtime
female lover, and then there’s Richard, who is a bootlegger, who comes
in later in the film. And with each
relationship, we see how Bessie is
fed in different ways.”
Rees continued: “I thought it was
just important to really show the fact
that this woman refused to be labeled, refused to be defined by convention, and through her work, lived
what she sang, and really made it.”
Michael K. Williams plays Bessie’s lover Jack G., while Tika
Sumpter stars as her other lover

Lucille and Mike
Epps as Richard
Morgan, the bootlegger…and
another of Bessie’s
lovers.
Also in the cast:
Mo’Nique
as
blues legend Ma
Rainey,
Charles
S. Dutton as her
husband William
“Pa” Rainey, Tory
Kittles as her older
brother Clarence
and Khandi Alexander as Bessie’s
older sister Viola.
Latifah
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piggly wiggly
February 25 - March 3, 2015

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH FAMILY PACK

BONELESS
CHUCK ROAST
$ 29

SOLD IN 10 LB. BAG FRYER

SIRLOIN
PORK CHOPS
$ 39

4

LEG
QUARTERS
$ 99

1

PER LB.

5

PER LB.

FRESH

USDA CHOICE BEEF

ST. LOUIS
PORK RIBS

BONELESS
FRYER BREAST

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

$ 99

$ 69

$ 49

2

2

PER LB.

5

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK STEAK

4

VARIETY PACK

PORK
CUTLET

18 PIECE
CHICKEN

$ 99

$ 59

1

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

1

PER LB.

$ 79

PER LB.

SAVE ON

VEGETABLE
OIL

ANGEL SOFT BATH
TISSUE & SPARKLE
TOWELS

PIGGLY WIGGLY
MAYONNAISE

$ 99

$ 99

$ 99

4

1

24 CT. & 8 CT.

48 OZ. BTL.

1

30 OZ. JAR

FRESH PRODUCE
SWEET FLORIDA

CANTALOUPES

/4

/4

1 LB.

EACH

2 $
SWEET GLOBE

2 $
FRESH BROCCOLI

FRESH RUSSET

$ 49

$ 49

$ 99

1

PIGGLY WIGGLY

BISCUITS

99
2$
/1
3$
/5

BUTTER FLAVOR, TEXAS STYLE, 5 CT. ......
PIGGLY WIGGLY STICK

CHEESE
.......................................
8 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

ASSORTED
JUICE................................ $ 19
59 - 64 OZ.

2

FRESH FROZEN

BABY LIMA
$ 99
BEANS
..................................
2 LB. BAG

2

BANQUET
DINNERS
......................................
EACH

99

¢

1
MR. P'S PIZZA 79¢
2 CT.

POTATOES

1

1 LB. BOWL

¢

STUFFED
$ 79
SANDWICHES
.......................................

CROWNS
PER LB.

MARGARINE
..............................

PIGGLY WIGGLY

GRAPES
POUND

PIGGLY WIGGLY SOFT

ASSORTED

FRESH SWEET

STRAWBERRIES

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

FRESH FAMILY PACK

PIGGLY WIGGLY

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

FROZEN SMALL CUT

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

1

5 LB. BAG

ASSORTED

5.2 OZ. ....................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

BANANA &
5$
ASSORTED
POPS
.......................................
8 CT.

/5

