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A partial reprint of President Obama’s his-
toric speech commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the Selma to Montgomery march 
on the Edmund Pettus Bridge, delivered 
March 7, 2015:

It is a rare honor in this life to follow one 
of your heroes. And John Lewis is one of my 
heroes.

Now, I have to imagine that when a young-
er John Lewis woke up that morning fifty 
years ago and made his way to Brown Cha-
pel, heroics were not on his mind. A day like 
this was not on his mind. Young folks with 
bedrolls and backpacks were milling about. 
Veterans of the movement trained newcom-
ers in the tactics of non-violence; the right 
way to protect yourself when attacked. A 
doctor described what tear gas does to the 
body, while marchers scribbled down in-
structions for contacting their loved ones. 
The air was thick with doubt, anticipation, 
and fear. They comforted themselves with the 
final verse of the final hymn they sung:

No matter what may be the test, God will 
take care of you;

Lean, weary one, upon His breast, God 
will take care of you.

Then, his knapsack stocked with an apple, 
a toothbrush, a book on government – all 
you need for a night behind bars – John 
Lewis led them out of the church on a mis-
sion to change America.

President Bush and Mrs. Bush, Gover-
nor Bentley, Members of Congress, Mayor 
Evans, Reverend Strong, friends and fellow 
Americans:

There are places, and moments in America 
where this nation’s destiny has been decided. 
Many are sites of war – Concord and Lexing-
ton, Appomattox and Gettysburg. Others are 
sites that symbolize the daring of America’s 
character – Independence Hall and Seneca 
Falls, Kitty Hawk and Cape Canaveral.

Selma is such a place.
In one afternoon fifty years ago, so much 

of our turbulent history – the stain of slavery 
and anguish of civil war; the yoke of segre-
gation and tyranny of Jim Crow; the death 
of four little girls in Birmingham, and the 
dream of a Baptist preacher – met on this 
bridge.

It was not a clash of armies, but a clash of 
wills; a contest to determine the meaning of 
America.

And because of men and women like John 
Lewis, Joseph Lowery, Hosea Williams, 
Amelia Boynton, Diane Nash, Ralph Ab-
ernathy, C.T. Vivian, Andrew Young, Fred 
Shuttlesworth, Dr. King, and so many more, 
the idea of a just America, a fair America, 
an inclusive America, a generous America – 
that idea ultimately triumphed.

As is true across the landscape of Ameri-
can history, we cannot examine this moment 
in isolation. The march on Selma was part 
of a broader campaign that spanned genera-
tions; the leaders that day part of a long line 
of heroes.

We gather here to celebrate them. We 
gather here to honor the courage of ordinary 
Americans willing to endure billy clubs and 
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the chastening rod; tear gas 
and the trampling hoof; men 
and women who despite the 
gush of blood and splintered 
bone would stay true to their 
North Star and keep marching 
toward justice.

They did as Scripture in-
structed: “Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in tribulation, be 
constant in prayer.” And in 
the days to come, they went 
back again and again. When 
the trumpet call sounded for 
more to join, the people came 
– black and white, young and 
old, Christian and Jew, waving 
the American flag and singing 
the same anthems full of faith 
and hope. A white newsman, 
Bill Plante, who covered the 
marches then and who is with 
us here today, quipped that the 
growing number of white peo-
ple lowered the quality of the 
singing. To those who marched, 
though, those old gospel songs 
must have never sounded so 
sweet.

In time, their chorus would 
reach President Johnson. And 
he would send them protection, 
echoing their call for the na-
tion and the world to hear:

“We shall overcome.”
What enormous faith these 

men and women had. Faith in 
God – but also faith in Amer-
ica.

The Americans who crossed 
this bridge were not physi-
cally imposing. But they gave 
courage to millions. They held 
no elected office. But they led 
a nation. They marched as 
Americans who had endured 
hundreds of years of brutal 
violence, and countless daily 
indignities – but they didn’t 
seek special treatment, just the 
equal treatment promised to 
them almost a century before.

What they did here will re-
verberate through the ages. 
Not because the change they 
won was preordained; not be-
cause their victory was com-
plete; but because they proved 
that nonviolent change is pos-
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to the History of America

It is the number one reason 
that black-owned businesses 
fail: Simply put – not enough 
money and not enough places to 
get it.

That’s why as America com-
memorates Black History Month, 
the US Black Chamber Inc. 
(USBC), an association of more 
than 122 black chambers and 
265,000 business owners, is es-
calating publicity on its partner-
ship with historic, black-owned 
Liberty Bank. Both entities are 
determined to break economic 
barriers that have historically op-
pressed black people.

“Our history is full of trail-
blazers and pioneers that fought 
to build our community from 
the ground up. We owe it to 
them to sustain our commu-
nity,” says Ron Busby, USBC 
president/CEO.

“The top three concerns fac-
ing black entrepreneurs are 
access to capital, access to 
capital, and access to capital,” 
Busby says. “As the voice of 
black business owners, our fo-
cus during Black History Month 
is to highlight the importance of 
economic sustainability in the 
black community and the dire 
lack of funding facing black 
businesses.”

The USBC has launched what 
it calls a “buy-Black, bank-
Black initiative” as a solution 
to spur economic growth in the 
black community.

“Bank-Black is the single 
most powerful economic move-
ment currently taking place in 
black America,” Busby says. 
“Now is the time to utilize our 
black banks as more than a place 
to hold our money, but as a re-
source for securing capital.”

As a part of this initiative, a 
USBC Bank-Black Credit Card 
is being offered in partnership 

with New Orleans-based Lib-
erty Bank, a historic institution 
and one of the leading banks of 
the National Bankers Associa-
tion (NBA).

“Through our relationship 
with Liberty Bank, we can now 
provide access of up to $10,000 
with an unsecured line of credit 
at an annual percentage rate of 
9.96 percent and with a credit 
score as low as 570. We think this 
is game-changing in that it now 
provides the needed resources 
for African Americans to be able 
to move our communities to sus-
tainability,” Busby says.

Black businesses have long 
suffered oppressive redlining by 
major national banks. Even the 
Small Business Administration 
has barely reached 3 percent in 
its loans to black-owned busi-
nesses. The U.S. Census Bureau 
reported in 2014 that more than 
half of black business owners 
do not apply for business loans 
when they need it because of 
fear of being turned down. Ac-
cording to a report by NewsOne 
Now, their “fear is justified” as 
“only 47 percent of black busi-
ness owners get the full amount 
they requested versus 76 percent 
of whites.”

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported last year that national 
banks tilting toward major mort-
gages “means fewer loans for 
blacks, Hispanics.” This leaves 

black-owned community banks 
to do what they have historically 
done - serve the underserved.

Despite the proven historic 
wrongs of government and cor-
porate discrimination, NBA 
President Michael Grant says 
black business owners must now 
find ways to rescue themselves.

“When it comes to the burden 
of proof of who is ultimately re-
sponsible for the economic sur-
vival of the black community 
in America, I’m arguing that 
the burden of proof has shifted 
to the black community itself,” 
Grant says. “It does not in any 
way remove the responsibility of 
government to be fair. It doesn’t 
remove the responsibility of cor-
porate America to be fair and to 
treat black consumers and their 
businesses with equity. But the 
burden of proof of who is ulti-
mately going to save the black 
community, I am arguing that 
this must be the black commu-
nity.”

Grant continues, “Even if it 
means our advocacy, support-
ing our own businesses, going 
to our leadership asking, ‘What 
are your plans for the economic 
survival of black people in this 
country?’ the burden of proof 
has shifted to us. And this credit 
card, in no small way, says that 
we are accepting the burden of 
proof. We’re saying, ‘Okay, if 
our businesses are having a dif-

ficult time in majority banks 
getting access to credit, what 
can the black banks do about it? 
How can we accept that burden? 
How can we step up and revive 
access to credit?’ That’s what 
this has done.”

Despite negative stereotypes, 
Grant points to the education 
and professionalism of African 
Americans in business and in 
banking as what enables them to 
create their own economic strate-
gies for survival.

For example, Liberty Bank 
President Alden J. McDonald Jr., 
is the longest tenured African-
American financial executive in 
the country. His nearly 45 years 
of experience in the banking in-
dustry was first established with 
his presidency of Liberty, which 
started with the bank’s found-
ing in 1972. The bank’s website 
credits his “strategic vision and 
hard work” for the success of the 
bank. Assets have grown from 
$2 million in 1972 to more than 
$600 million currently.

“Our relationship and our 
partnership with the US Black 
Chamber is a partnership that 
will make certain that available 
credit is based on a level playing 
field,” says McDonald. “And one 
of the reasons why we feel the 
relationship with Liberty Bank 
is important is because Liberty 
Bank is very sensitive to the 
credit challenges of the commu-

nity. And therefore, our under-
writing standards are taken into 
consideration for the small busi-
ness person.”

Grant stressed that black-
owned banks can strengthen the 
economy of the black communi-
ty while operating within a strin-
gent regulatory environment.

“Our banks, like any bank, 
have to adhere to the regulators. 
We can’t get around that. What 
we can do is when you come to 
our banks, we can talk with you, 
we can take a little extra time 
with you. We can tell you where 
the flaws are in your business 
plan, we can tell you that if you 
don’t qualify for credit, then here 
are the things that you can do so 
that you can become credit wor-
thy. But, the bottom line is that 
the burden of proof has shifted 
to the black community and its 
leaders and its organizations,” he 
said.

Ultimately, money in black-
owned banks is a win for every-
one, Busby concludes.

“We want African Americans 
to have money in black banks 
because we feel that black banks 
historically provided the resourc-
es in black communities. But, 
we’re taking it a step further, 
understanding that banks truly 
make the largest profits by pro-
viding loans and receiving fees,” 
he says. “And so we feel like this 
is a win, win, win. It’s a win for 
the black bank, which has addi-
tional capital to lend. It’s a win 
for the individuals because they 
can now get capital at an afford-
able rate. And it’s a win for the 
community because the banks 
can now make the loans that 
homeowners and business own-
ers need.

The USBC takes great pride in 
commemorating Black History 
Month with a tribute that honors 
black history and anticipates an 
even greater black future.”

Black business group, black banks making 
Black History with economic justice 
By Hazel Trice Edney
TriceEdneyWire.com

Michael Grant, National Bankers 
Association

Ron Busby, U. S. Black Cham-
bers Inc.

Alden McDonald Jr., Liberty 
Bank
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Hattiesburg native musician 
Vasti Jackson honored

Singer, songwriter and Grammy nominated musician Vasti Jackson, a Hattiesburg native, was presented Sen-
ate Concurrent Resolution 581 for his achievements including serving as arts ambassador for the state and for 
being a 2017 Governor’s Arts Award recipient, February 16, 2017. Jackson accepted the resolution from Sena-
tor John Horhn as other senators looked on. From left to right are: Senators David Jordan, Willie Simmons, 
Derrick T. Simmons, Sally Doty and Sollie B. Norwood (Not Shown).

Legendary drummer Jaimoe 
Johnie Johnson, an original 
member of the Allman Brothers 
Band, and a former resident of 
Ocean Springs, was honored by 
the Mississippi Senate February 
16, 2017, with presentation of 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 
582 for an excellent career in 
music that has taken him around 
the world and caused him to re-
ceive a 2017 Governor’s Arts 
Award for Excellence in Music.

In 1962 after finishing high 
school, Jaimoe toured with R&B 
and soul luminaries Joe Tex, 

Percy Sledge and Otis Redding. 
In 1969, he became a founding 
member of the legendary All-
man Brothers Band and moved 
to their home base of Macon, 
Georgia. He has remained with 
the influential southern rock 
band for more than 45 years.

With several hit songs, in-
cluding “Midnight Rider” and 
“Ramblin’ Man,” the Allman 
Brothers Band is one of the 
giants of the classic rock era. 
Jaimoe and the Allmans toured 
the world and racked up critical 
success, creating a sound that 
remains popular today.

The Allman Brothers Band 
has been awarded eleven Gold 
and five Platinum albums. They 
were inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame in 1995 and 
won a Grammy that same year. 
Their live album “At Fillmore 
East” was inducted into the 
Grammy Hall of Fame in 1999. 

In 2004, Rolling Stone ranked 
the Allman Brothers Band 53 on 
their list of 100 Greatest of All 
Time.

In addition to his work with 
the Allmans, Jaimoe keeps the 
beat with Les Brers and Jai-
moe’s Jasssz Band.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Legendary drummer Jaimoe 
Johnie of Ocean Springs honored
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With general 
House Bills out 
of the way, repre-
sentatives began 
working on House 
Appropr ia t ions 
Bills, which will 

determine how much money is 
given to various state organiza-
tions. 

The House was responsible 
for looking at the preliminary 
budgets of 54 state agencies, 
including the departments of 
transportation, public health, 
Medicaid, education and public 
safety.

Budgets included reverse re-
pealers, a clause which ensures 
that a bill cannot become law 
before going to a conference 
committee for further revisions. 
With reverse repealers in place, 
most appropriations bills were 
voted on in a block to help speed 
up the process.

Bills discussed individually 

addressed budgets for the De-
partment of Health and the De-
partment of Education.

House Bill 1511, which ap-
propriates money to the Depart-
ment of Health, would give the 
department approximately $4.2 
million less than the agency 
receives currently. A few rep-
resentatives expressed concern 
that this would not be able to 
meet the needs of the public. 
Representatives responsible for 
putting together the budget said 
this reflects the changing role of 
the health department and the 
budget cuts facing many state 
agencies this year.

The Department of Educa-
tion’s budget, proposed in the 
form of House Bill 1502, re-
ceived an extra $20 million in 
general funds for the School 
Recognition Program. This 
incentive program provides 
financial rewards for teach-
ers and staff in high perform-
ing school districts. The school 
funding formula, a source of 

much conversation this session, 
was not included in the bill. It is 
possible that the Governor will 
call a special session to discuss 
revamping the education fund-
ing formula and whether or not 
to incorporate the suggestions 
made by the consulting group 
EdBuild earlier this year.

Next week is the deadline 
for action on appropriations 
and revenue bills. After that, 
House committees will begin 
considering bills which passed 
through the Senate.

Several groups visited the 
Capitol this week, including the 
Coalition for Citizens with Dis-
abilities, the Mississippi Egg 
Marketing Board, the National 
Board for Professional Teach-
ing Standards, the Mississippi 
Water Resources Association, 
the Mississippi Council on 
Economic Education, March of 
Dimes, the Mississippi Center 
for Nonprofits and the Missis-
sippi Sustainable Agriculture 
network.

“If I try hard enough, I can 
do anything. All I have to do is 
just try,” Mississippi Court of 
Appeals Judge Latrice West-
brooks told colleagues, friends 
and family at her investiture  
Feb. 1, in Jackson.

She recited those words 
every day as an elementary 
school student in Memphis, 
and she relied on that motto 
as an adult. Westbrooks, 44, 
of Lexington, took the oath 
of office Jan. 3 as the newest 
judge of the Mississippi Court 
of Appeals. She repeated the 
oath Wednesday at her formal 
investiture ceremony before a 
packed crowd in the courtroom 
that overflowed into an adja-
cent room at the Gartin Justice 
Building.

Judge James E. Graves Jr. of 
the Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals administered the cer-
emonial oath. “It is my honor 
to administer the oath of office 
to Judge Latrice Westbrooks,” 
he said.

Mississippi Court of Ap-
peals Chief Judge L. Joseph 
Lee, who presided over the 
ceremony, said, “I think that 
Judge Westbrooks has fulfilled 
her destiny in life.” Her initials 
are “LAW.”

Westbrooks paid homage to 
those who shaped her life and 
her thinking: her grandfather 
Joe Lee Westbrooks of Tal-
lahatchie County, her grand-
mother Frances Westbrooks, 
her mother Lucille Westbrooks 
Bennett, college professors and 
leaders of the struggle for civil 
rights.

February 1 would have been 
her late grandfather’s 94th 
birthday.

Her mother and grandmoth-
er, as well as her aunt, Linda 
Westbrooks, were at her side 
during the investiture.

“A person, whether they are 
a candidate or a judge or elect-

ed official, is the sum total of 
his and her experiences and Joe 
Lee Westbrooks was definitely 
a part of my experience as a 
child, as a young adult, and as 
a young woman. Today is not 
just my day, today is just not 
the day for my mother and my 
grandmother, but is also a day 
for him and to honor him and 
his memory,” Westbrooks said.

She reflected on freedoms 
won by the sacrifices of people 
like Medgar Evers and Fannie 
Lou Hamer.

Westbrooks came to the 
bench in Mississippi’s bicen-
tennial year. “I note that 200 
years ago, for my ancestors, 
this was just a mere thought, 
and the thought alone could 
have gotten them killed. I do 
not take that lightly, I do not 
take that for granted and it is 
something that will always be 
remembered, and as I sit in this 
position, I will respect that and 
I will honor that,” she said.

She recalled the profound in-
fluence of two of her professors 
at Austin Peay State Univer-
sity in Clarksville, Tenn.: A. J. 
Stovall and James Mock.

As a sophomore, she took 
an African-American studies 
class taught by Stovall. “That 
decision changed my life for-
ever. It changed my thinking. 
It changed my trajectory. It 
changed everything.”

Mock “was the first one to 

teach me and to tell me, never 
be afraid to stand straight and 
have your shoulders square and 
look a man straight in his eyes 
and tell him the truth. I have 
carried that with me since my 
days at Austin Peay,” she said.

Stovall, now chairman of the 
Division of Social Science at 
Rust College, was one of the 
guest speakers at the investi-
ture.

“You gave me an under-
standing that I needed to have 
an Afrocentric understanding 
and why that is so very impor-
tant, and I thank you for that,” 
she told Stovall.

Stovall recalled traveling 
with Westbrooks across two 
continents. “She really had 
the opportunity to meet some 
of the shakers and movers of 
the movement,” he said. She 
was one of the first people to 
have an audience with Nelson 
Mandela when he was released 
from prison.

Stovall said he is proud to 
be her mentor and friend. “I 
am confident that this little girl 
from south Memphis will serve 
the 24 counties of her district 
well and honorably. She pos-
sesses integrity, character, a 
sense of fairness, the common 
touch and just high morals. She 
is God fearing, well-educated, 
trained and experienced. She 
is an everyday loving, caring 
person.”

Weekly Legislative SummaryJudge Latrice Westbrooks investiture 
celebrates those who shaped her life By Debra Gibbs
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Jaimoe Johnie Johnson, accompanied by his wife Catherine Fellows, accepted Senate Concurrent Resolution 582 
from Senator John Horhn, amidst great applause. Others standing left to right are: Senator Willie Simmons (Not 
Shown); Rep. Sonya Williams-Barnes; Senators David Jordan, Derrick T. Simmons and Sally Doty; Malcolm White, 
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Court of Appeals Judge Latrice Westbrook (L) sworn in by Fifth U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals Judge James Graves.

The Mississippi Link Newswire



STATE

The Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers 
Project, MVLP, in partnership with 
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP 
is sponsoring a free Family Law and 
Expungement Clinic to assist low in-
come residents with their legal mat-
ters. The clinic is scheduled for 10:30 
a.m. March 3, at the Mississippi Bar 
Center, 643 North State Street in 
Jackson.

Clients will receive legal court 
documents prepared by licensed Mis-
sissippi attorneys and legal advice on 
irreconcilable differences divorce, 
emancipation, child support modi-
fication and misdemeanor expunge-
ment cases. This legal clinic is open 
to the public; however, interested par-
ticipants must contact MVLP at 601-
882-5001 or register online at http://
www.mvlp.net/%20pro-se-legal-
clinic-intake-form%20/ by Tuesday, 
February 28, to find out if they are 
eligible for services and to schedule 
an appointment.

The clinics are designed to assist 
self-represented litigants in preparing 
to go to court. Persons receiving ser-
vices at the clinics are expected to gain 
enough of an understanding of what to 
do to be able to represent themselves 
in court. The legal clinics are pro se 
clinics, which means the individuals 
who attend and receive services are 
to handle their legal matters in court 
on their own. Attorneys providing free 
services at the clinics will not accom-
pany the litigants to court.

Eligibility to attend a clinic is lim-
ited to people whose income is at or 
below 200 percent of the federal pov-
erty level. For example, that would 
be an annual income of $23,540 or 
less for an individual, or an annual 
income of $48,500 or less for a fam-
ily of four, based on the 2016 Federal 
Poverty Guidelines.

Persons seeking assistance must 
register in advance and be screened 
for eligibility by MVLP.

In 2016, MVLP served approxi-

mately 2,300 Mississippi residents 
through referrals, direct representa-
tion, advice and legal clinics.

Clinic participants are paired with 
dedicated and professional pro bono 
attorneys, many who have their own 
practices around the state or work for 
larger firms and corporations.

“Pro bono work helps to bring clo-
sure to legal matters for individuals 
who cannot afford an attorney. MVLP 
is fortunate to work with attorneys 
across this state, from Bradley’s law 
firm, who dedicate countless hours to 
making sure we restore hope in the 
lives of our underserved residents,” 
said Gayla Carpenter-Sanders, ex-
ecutive director and general counsel 
of the Mississippi Volunteer Lawyers 
Project.

“Bradley is proud to partner with 
the MVLP to help address the unmet 
legal needs of so many in our com-
munity,” said Jeffrey Blackwood, a 
partner in Bradley’s Jackson office. 
“We believe everyone deserves equal 
access to justice.”

For more information on MVLP or 
the legal clinics, please contact 601-
882-5001 or visit www.mvlp.org.

The Mississippi Volunteer Law-
yers Project, MVLP, is a 501(c) (3) 
legal nonprofit entity, which partners 
with the Mississippi Bar Association 
and the Legal Services Corporation 
to provide free legal services to low-
income residents of Mississippi, for 
more than thirty years. Founded on 
the belief that everyone should have 
access to courts, MVLP’s early ef-
forts of reaching those in need were 
accomplished exclusively through 
directly representing clients. MVLP 
currently assists clients with civil 
legal matters, primarily in the fol-
lowing areas: uncontested divorces, 
emancipations, simple wills, adop-
tions, guardianships, name changes, 
birth certificate corrections, child 
support contempt matters, child sup-
port modifications, conservatorships 
and visitation matters.

Free Family Law and 
Expungement clinic to be 
held March 3 in Jackson
Mississippi Link Newswire

Pages assists at State Capitol

ShaQuayla Bennett (left) of Jackson recently served as a page for the Mississippi Senate. Pages generally run errands for officials 
and Senate staff. ShaQuayla is pictured with Senator David Blount and Senator Deborah Jeanne Dawkins who sponsored her visit. 
ShaQuayla is the daughter of Sanford and Prisca Greenwood and attends Jim Hill LB Program. When asked about the week, ShaQuayla 
said, “Working as a Senate page was an amazing experience and I look forward to doing it again.” Also pictured: Lindsey Newman of 
Canton (second left) and Frances Fortner of Jackson (right).

Mississippi’s Pro Rodeo Master and Dixie National 
Rodeo favorite, comedian Lecile Harris honored

Mississippi Senator Philip Moran presented Pro Rodeo Master comedian Lecile Harris with 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 611 and a flag flown over the Capitol to commemorate his many 
successes and longevity as a pro rodeo clown.

Two Mississippi students are among 
a select group of students nationwide 
who have been recognized as top youth 
volunteers for 2017 at the 22nd annual 
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
program. More than 31,000 young peo-
ple across the country participated in this 
year’s program.

Luke Kelly, 16, of Water Valley, and 
Davian Powell, 14, of Lexington have 
been selected as Mississippi’s top youth 
volunteers this year. As state honorees, 
each will receive a $1,000 award, an 
engraved silver medallion, and a trip to 
Washington, D.C., for the program’s na-
tional recognition events in May

Kelly, a junior at Oxford High School, 
led an effort to improve a scenic hik-
ing trail in his town and design an edu-
cational activity to enhance walkers’ 
enjoyment of the pathway. When the 
University Museum at Ole Miss asked 
Kelly’s Boy Scout troop to work on a 
forest trail that runs from the museum to 
the historic home of William Faulkner, 
he volunteered to head the project.

“I wanted to do something impor-
tant that I knew everyone could benefit 
from,” Kelly said. “Everyone needs to 
be outside getting exercise and public 
spaces are free, so I decided to improve 
a public space.”

After meeting with the museum’s 
staff, Kelly drew up a plan for spruc-
ing up the Bailey’s Woods Trail and 
designed a nature scavenger hunt that 
children and families could participate 
in while walking along the quarter-mile 
path. Over the course of a year, Kelly 
and his fellow scouts spent countless 
hours trimming branches along the trail, 
improving signage, digging post holes, 
and building a bench to sit on. For his 
scavenger hunt, he created laminated 
cards and installed boxes to hold them at 
both ends of the trail.

Since the completion of the project, 
thousands of community members, col-

lege students and visitors have enjoyed 
the trail, and his Boy Scout troop has 
made a long-term commitment to main-
tain it.

Powell, an eighth-grader at Williams-
Sullivan Elementary School, has earned 
a reputation across the state for teaching 
and mentoring other young people to 
raise and show farm animals, and is a 
regular volunteer at several community 
events throughout the year. When he was 
a young boy, Powell helped his grandfa-
ther feed his cows and watched his older 
cousin show goats at 4-H events. Later, 
he became an active 4-H member and 
purchased four heifers of his own, and 
before long was showing his cows at 
state fairs and other agricultural events.

As word spread about Powell’s skills 
in the care and handling of cows, he was 
asked to make presentations at schools 
and 4-H meetings, and began teaching 
children how to feed cattle, keep them 
healthy, and prepare them for shows. He 
also started helping youth start their own 
animal-raising programs. In addition, 
Powell helped children ride horses at an 
annual “Horses for the Handicapped” 
event, and volunteers at “Ag Awareness 
Days,” educating children about where 
their food comes from.

“It is amazing to watch the smiles on 
the children’s faces when they touch a 
cow or pig for the first time,” said Pow-
ell.

The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards, created in 1995 by Prudential 
Financial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School 
Principals, are designed to emphasize 
the importance of service to others and 
to encourage all young Americans to 
contribute to their communities.

“Mississippi’s Prudential Spirit 
awardees have each found ways to turn 
their passions into meaningful proj-
ects that benefit others,” said Dr. Carey 
Wright, state superintendent of educa-
tion.
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Two Mississippi students among 
nation’s top youth volunteers
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Mississippi’s Pro Rodeo comedian Lecile 
Harris was honored February 16, 2017, 
by the state Senate with presentation of 
Senate Concurrent Resolution 611, that 
praised the Lake Cormorant native’s ex-
ceptional career and list of achievements.

Harris has traveled the world entertaining 
the masses and is a favorite at the Dixie 
National Rodeo held annually at the Fair-
grounds Coliseum in Jackson. The “Dean 
of Bullfighters,” has contributed much 
to the sport and has taught many future 
greats the essentials of the art.



Green Elementary School was 
abuzz with excitement as JPS in-
terim Superintendent Freddrick 
Murray led an entourage of ad-
ministrators and supporters to 
the school to announce the Dis-
trict’s 2017 Teacher of the Year. 

Murray announced that Ash-
ley Hewitt Rogers, a fifth-grade 
English language arts and social 
studies teacher at Green, is the 
2017 Jackson Public Schools 
Teacher of the Year.

Rogers has taught at Green El-
ementary since 2008 where she 
also serves in leadership roles 
as an instructional team leader 
for the fifth-grade team and site 
coordinator for the 21st Century 
Community Learning Center at 
the school.

Her education background 
includes a study abroad teach-
ing practicum in Zimbabwe. 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Elementary Educa-
tion and Religious Studies from 
Millsaps College and is com-
pleting a Master of Science in 
Educational Administration and 

Supervision from Jackson State 
University.

The school recognized Rogers 

as the Teacher of the Month and 
the Teacher of the Year in 2017. 
She has also been recognized at 

the District level as the Chief 
Academic Officer’s “Growth of 
All Students” recipient.

In a co-written letter by three 
of Rogers’ students, one of them 
said, “She always encourages 
me to follow my dreams and 
never give up. She makes learn-
ing fun.”

Principal Yavonka McGee 
agrees with those sentiments, 
commending Rogers’ “unique 
rapport” with students and pro-
cess of engagement.

“From the reading library 
to the centers, individual note-
books created for each fifth-
grade scholar, to the inviting 
atmosphere of her classroom, 
students are always engaged in 
meaningful learning experienc-
es,” said McGee.

The students and staff of 
Green Elementary held a sur-
prise reception in honor of Rog-
ers. Special guests included 
her husband, mother, family, 
friends, and church family from 
Wells United Methodist Church 
where she serves as a leader in 
the youth department.

Rogers will be considered 
with other outstanding teachers 
across the state for the Missis-

sippi Teacher of the Year, which 
recognizes outstanding teachers 
in Mississippi’s public schools. 
The program is open to all certi-
fied teachers in accredited K-12 
classrooms. Murray submitted 
Roger’s nomination for the state 
level award.

Special thanks to the District’s 
generous and supportive busi-
ness community for these dona-
tions to the 2017 JPS Teacher of 
the Year:

 • An oversized umbrella, 
TEC of Jackson

 • A floral arrangement and 
gift basket, Kroger, I-55 N

 • A 30-ounce Ozarka Trail 
Stainless Steel Tumbler, The 
Trophy Shoppe

 • $25 gift card to The Man-
ship Restaurant

 • Two family passes to the 
Smith Robertson Museum and 
Cultural Center

 • A complimentary weekend 
night stay, Homewood Suites by 
Hilton

 • Teacher of the Year plaque 
donated by Allstate Insurance, 
Steven James Agency

Green Elementary teacher 
is JPS Teacher of the Year
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Jaimoe Johnie Johnson, accompanied by his wife Catherine Fellows, accepted Senate Concurrent Resolution 582 
from Senator John Horhn, amidst great applause. Others standing left to right are: Senator Willie Simmons (Not 
Shown); Rep. Sonya Williams-Barnes; Senators David Jordan, Derrick T. Simmons and Sally Doty; Malcolm White, 
executive director, Mississippi Arts Commission; and Senator Sollie B. Norwood

2017 JPS Teacher of the Year honoree Ashley Hewitt Rogers with JPS Interim Superintendent Dr. Freddrick Murray



Mathematics teachers are 
preparing to embark on a con-
ference at Alcorn State Uni-
versity’s Vicksburg campus 
that will enhance their teaching 
abilities.

The Braves Teachers Math-
ematics Academy will be held 
March 3&4 at Alcorn’s Vicks-
burg Expansion Center in Pem-
berton Square Mall. The acad-
emy is an endeavor designed to 
provide intensive professional 
development in the discipline 
of mathematics for K-8 educa-

tors, in alignment with college 
and career readiness standards 
as delineated by the state of 
Mississippi.

The conference will give the 
attendees access to renowned 
experts in the field of math-
ematics who demonstrate in-
novative pedagogy and exhib-
its state-of-the-art resources. 
It will also provide financial 
compensation in the form of an 
hourly honorarium and procure 
10 Continuing Education Unit 
credits.

Tracy Knight Lackey, associ-

ate professor and coordinator 
of educational programs at the 
center, said that teachers who 
attend will receive a wealth 
of valuable information about 
their field.

“The program will provide 
the opportunity to amass a 
cadre of skill sets through the 
crafting of innovative research-
based presentations, develop-
ment of web-based teaching 
modules, portfolios and profes-
sional journals,” said Lackey.

Teachers will receive on-
going support and follow-ups 

throughout the academic year 
with relevant stakeholders who 
are well versed in college and 
career readiness standards via 
synchronous and asynchronous 
web-based activities.

The event is being sponsored 
under the tutelage of Dean Rob-
ert Carr, School of Education 
and Psychology and executive 
director of the Vicksburg Ex-
pansion Center.

For more information about 
the conference including regis-
tration, contact Lackey at (601) 
629-3558.

Four members of Alcorn 
State University’s Honors Stu-
dent Organization (HSO) trav-
eled to Poplarville, Mississippi 
to interact with other honor 
students and exchange ideas on 
future initiatives.

The members attended the 
2017 State Honors Confer-
ence at Pearl River Commu-
nity College Feb. 10 & 11. The 
conference is designed to help 
students develop an interest in 
honors programs and discuss 
future trends and issues con-
cerning honors programs.

Ariell Walker, a senior and 
biology pre-medicine major, 
enjoyed learning about the var-
ious projects of students from 
other colleges and universities.

“While attending the confer-
ence, I was able to learn about 
the different experiments that 
other schools are doing,” said 
Walker. “It was also nice to 
see students from other ma-
jors researching other subjects. 
It shows that you don’t have 

to stick to your comfort zone 
when it comes to research.”

Jocelyn Taylor, a senior, 
mass communications major 
who did a presentation on the 
role of creative communica-
tion for suicide prevention, 
appreciated the feedback she 
received from other attendees. 
She believes that the confer-
ence equipped her to be a bet-
ter communicator.

“I definitely needed this ex-
perience because I was able to 
test my communication skills,” 
said Jocelyn. “I received con-
structive criticism that I’m 
confident will help me the rest 
of my college experience and 
when I enter the corporate 
world. I feel more prepared to 
speak about suicide prevention 
on Alcorn’s campus.”

Wandra Arrington, assistant 
director of the Honors Curric-
ulum Program, stated that the 
conference was a “wonderful 
opportunity to expose our stu-
dents to other honor programs 
across the state of Mississippi.”

The Delta Epsilon Chapter 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. at Alcorn State University 
is here to help those in need.

The sorority began their 
Delta Epsilon Disaster Relief 
Effort Feb. 1 for students who 
were affected by the damaging 
tornados that hit William Carey 
University in Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi in January.

During the charitable event, 
members of the sorority col-
lected items such as blankets, 
towels, toiletries, gently used 
clothing and much more. The 
donations were delivered to the 
students in Hattiesburg Feb. 18.

Seeing the damage the storm 
left behind is what prompted the 
sorority to reach out to the stu-
dents.

Bianca Dawson, chapter 

member, said that the sorority’s 
mission is to lift up others dur-
ing their time of struggle.

“This relief effort was truly 
inspired by the people of Hat-
tiesburg,” said Dawson. “Be-
cause the tornado hit so close to 
home, we were able to see the 
people that were affected and 
it truly touched our hearts. We 
had to help.”

Destiny Crockett, also a chap-
ter member, said that coming to-
gether to help others is the chap-
ter’s priority.

“We hope to encourage uni-
ty,” said Crockett. “By being 
unified, we can quickly rebuild 
and restore what was lost in 
times such as these. Communi-
ty outreach gives us the oppor-
tunity to give back to the less 
fortunate, and it also allows us 
to be involved.”

EDUCATION

Pictured Julia Kristman; Ariel Walker; Wandra Arrington, assistant direc-
tor, Honors Curriculum Program; Rayford Mullins and Jocelyn Taylor

Alcorn’s Vicksburg campus to host Braves 
Teachers Mathematics Academy conference

Honor students 
attend 2017 State 
Honors Conference

Alcorn’s Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc. hosts 
disaster relief drive
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The ex-wife of 2002 D.C. 
sniper John Muhammad, who 
was executed for killing at least 
10 people, thanked a spellbound 
packed audience of social work-
ers during Jackson State Univer-
sity’s 15th Annual Mississippi 
Child Welfare Institute Confer-
ence “for taking the time to learn 
everything you need in order to 
help us survive.”

Mildred Muhammad was the 
keynote speaker at the event 
sponsored by the School of 
Social Work in the College of 
Public Service in the downtown 
Marriott Feb. 10. She told the 
professionals, “A lot of us may 
not get the chance to come back 
and tell you what you’ve done or 
to tell you how much your words 
and actions have encouraged us 
to move forward.”

She described how she sur-
vived after persistent threats 
against her life by ex-husband 
John. Before he was killed, John 
had warned that he could “take 
a small city, terrorize it and they 
would think it would be a group 
of people, and it would only be 
me.”

Unfortunately, the saga contin-
ued for three weeks before John, 
notoriously labeled the Beltway 
sniper, was apprehended along 
with his 17-year-old accomplice, 
Lee Boyd Malvo, a Jamaican na-
tive.

Mildred said she had learned 
from federal authorities that she 
was the apparent intended target 
and shared that “domestic vio-
lence does not have a religion, 
race or gender. It can happen to 
anybody.”

Although having found peace, 
Mildred said she still regrets that 
innocent people were killed with 
gunfire by John, a former U.S. 
Army veteran whose active-duty 
mission was to go into enemy 
territory, seek out bridges and 
roads that the enemy may cross, 
blow up the structures and then 
leave quietly. During his military 
service, he also had earned dis-
tinction as a skilled marksman.

Although many people know 
of John as a mass murderer, most 
are unfamiliar with the explicit 
details of how Mildred and her 
family suffered through the trau-
matic and violent ordeal. She en-
dured scandalous name-calling 
and “victim-blaming” by those 
who lost friends and loved ones, 
and from others who lived near 
the shootings and feared daily 
for their own lives.

Mercilessly, some people ver-
bally attacked Mildred, accusing 
her of bringing the terror to the 
East Coast and creating a trail for 
John to hunt her down after she 
abandoned her Washington state 
home for refuge in the D.C. area.

“If you had stayed on the West 
Coast, the innocent people on the 
East Coast would still be alive,” 

some angry critics bemoaned. 
Others said, “How dare you call 
you and your children victims 
when none of you was killed or 
injured.”

Through it all, Mildred sur-
vived threats against her life by 
her madman ex-husband and 
near starvation that was prompt-
ed by depression when John kid-
napped her three children for 18 
months. He had taken them to 
Antigua – an island in the West 
Indies in the Caribbean, where 
John met Malvo, his partner in 
crime.

For weeks, a depressed Mil-
dred could stomach only half-
slices of bread and crushed ice as 
she worried about her children. 
Ultimately, she collapsed, was 
hospitalized and learned that she 
had lost three units of blood be-
cause “my cycle wouldn’t turn 
off.”

Mildred told the captive audi-
ence that most times there are 
campaigns to bring your atten-
tion to domestic violence only 
when it’s associated with physi-
cal scars. “That’s used as the 
shock-and-awe effect.”

She distinguished between 
domestic violence and domestic 
abuse.

“The violence crosses over 
once there is a physical assault. 
It could be pushing, hitting, slap-
ping, spitting in the face – any-
thing that could demean persons 
and cause them to lose their self-
esteem and isolate themselves 
from families.” In contrast, she 
said, domestic abuse is verbal, 
psychological, spiritual, eco-
nomics and stalking.

“All of us know somebody 
who is or was a victim of domes-
tic abuse because it is an epidem-
ic. Eighty percent of victims do 
not have physical scars to prove 
they are victims. You could be 
sitting next to one and not even 
know it.”

Mildred said the abused often 
don’t tell others they’re being 

victimized because the first thing 
some people ask is “why you 
don’t leave?”

Furthermore, she said, “It’s 
easier for you to blame the vic-
tim for staying. And, it’s harder 
for you to confront the abuser. 
People are quick to tell victims 
what they need to do.”

To those who say they want 
to help, she suggests people first 
ask themselves three questions: 
1. What will you do?; 2. What 
won’t you do?; and 3. What can’t 
you do? Then ask how can you 
help.

Just as important, she said, “If 
you can’t do anything, give (the 
abused) the number to resourc-
es.”

Mildred said most people be-
lieve that victims of domestic 
violence are not good decision-
makers. That’s untrue, she said. 
In fact, “I made it out alive. I got 
up the next day. I went to work. 
My children are in school. I’m 
making rational decisions. We 
have to be mindful of the words 
we use when we reach out to 
other people whether they’re 
victims of domestic violence or 
any other types of abuse. Don’t 
reinjure people who are trauma-
tized,” she advised.

Theresia Johnson-Ratliff, a 
JSU clinical associate professor 
and MSW program field direc-
tor, said Mildred Muhammad 
shed light on the legal ramifica-
tions that victims and children 
experience.

She said communities and 
agencies “must work together to 
protect families and children.” 
Johnson-Ratliff reiterated sup-
port for victims and cautioned 
against the tendency to become 
judgmental or prone to one’s 
own perceptions that might lead 
a person to ignore the needs of 
the abused.

Meanwhile, after suggesting 
ways to help the abused, Mildred 
painted a vivid yet horrid picture 
of her nightmare.

She said the problems started 
after John was deployed to Des-
ert Storm – the 1990 Gulf War 
combat against Iraq in defense 
of Saudi Arabia. Although John 
did not experience any military 
action, he returned home three 
months later with a diagnosis of 
post-traumatic stress syndrome. 
Mildred recalls that before that 
mission her then-husband had al-
ways been “the life of the party, 
jovial. Everybody wanted to be 
around him. But when he came 
back, he didn’t want anybody to 
know what was going on inside 
his head. He was different. He 
would sit in the corner, rocking 
back and forth.”

Mildred is quick to point out 
that “PTSD is not a reason to 
commit a criminal act.”

While they were in Germany, 
John decided to exit the military 
in the early 1990s and the couple 
started their own business. It 
was called Express Car-Truck 
Mechanic – a mobile auto re-
pair company that would fix ve-
hicles in one day. “Because we 
had more female customers than 
males, John felt he needed to be 
the surrogate father of all of the 
children whose fathers were ab-
sent.”

Mildred would soon discover 
that John was having multiple 
affairs and asked for a divorce. 
John bristled at that suggestion. 
However, the couple eventually 
became estranged.

Although they lived sepa-
rately, John would use his key 
to enter their home in the middle 
of the night. “I lay in the bed 
with my eye open to a slither. I 
watched him walk in the room, 
stand at the head of the bed, walk 
around the bed and lean over to 
listen to me breathe. Then, he 
would leave.” She said he did 
this three times.

Read full story on website 
mississippilink.com or see next 
week’s issue for Part 2 of this 
story.

D.C. sniper’s ex-wife thanks 
JSU social workers, recounts 
deadly terror of 2002

Mildred Muhammad gives a riveting account of surviving death threats and abuse by her former hus-
band, John Muhammad – notoriously referred to as the 2002 Beltway sniper. Mildred was the keynote 
speaker for the 15thAannual Mississippi Child Welfare Institute Conference Feb. 8. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. 
SMITH/JSU
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Joann Judge, a physical edu-
cation instructor in the School 
of Kinesiology at The Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi, is 
evaluating a method that could 
influence how physical educa-
tion is taught to children with 
autism spectrum disorder.

Judge is researching the use 
of video modeling to teach mo-
tor skills to children with au-
tism. Video modeling is when 
the learner is provided a video 
representation of a specific 
skill. The learner then has the 
opportunity to imitate or model 
the skill.

This strategy has been shown 
to be effective in teaching a 
variety of skills to individuals 
with autism spectrum disorder, 
but its application for teaching 
motor skills has yet to be fully 
researched.

“There is limited information 
on the use of video modeling 
as an instructional strategy in 
teaching motor skills to children 
with autism,” said Judge. “Us-
ing eye-tracking technology, I 
plan to investigate the visual at-
tention patterns of children with 
autism as they observe video 
demonstrations of motor skill 
performances.”

Judge said she plans to use her 
findings to improve the teach-
ing and learning of motor skills 
and physical activity to children 
with autism.

“I hope to provide all children, 
especially those with autism 
spectrum disorder, the opportu-
nity to develop and maintain the 
skills necessary to live a happy, 
healthy, and physically active 

lifestyle,” said Judge.
Through personal experience 

as an adapted physical educa-
tion teacher, Judge became in-
spired to teach children with 
autism. This led her to pursue a 
master’s degree in special edu-
cation and a doctoral degree in 
kinesiology with an adapted 
physical education emphasis 
from the University of Virginia.

At Southern Miss, she is con-
tinuing her doctoral research. 
Her eye-tracking technology 
study is currently underway at a 
research space in the School of 
Kinesiology.

For more about the School of 
Kinesiology in The University 
of Southern Mississippi’s Col-
lege of Health, visit www.usm.
edu/kinesiology.

University of Southern Mis-
sissippi students will have an 
opportunity to study issues 
and create solutions facing the 
country’s national security as 
part of a Hacking for Defense 
(H4D) course being offered for 
the first time during the Sum-
mer 2017 semester.

The new course is adminis-
tered through the Department 
of Interdisciplinary Studies for 
undergraduate and graduate 
students.

H4D gives students hands-
on experience in understanding 
and working with the Depart-
ment of Defense (DOD), De-
partment of Homeland Security 
(DHS), and Intelligence Com-
munity (IC) on actual prob-
lems they currently confront. 
Students learn how to innovate 
at speed and how to deploy so-
lutions using lean methods to 
solve national security prob-
lems.

“We are excited about the 
launch of this course as it re-
flects another example of how 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi is placing more em-
phasis on fostering a culture of 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship,” said Chase Kasper, As-
sistant Vice President for Re-
search, Technology Transfer, 
and Corporate Relations. “We 
are committed to providing op-
portunities for transformative 
engagement for our students to 
help create solutions for stake-
holders’ real-world problems.”

The Office of Technology 
Development was instrumental 
in identifying the correct direc-
tors, deans, instructors, and pri-
vate sector partners to ensure 
Hacking for Defense could be 
delivered and successful on the 
USM campus.

The class combines that 
same rapid problem sourcing 
process developed in military 
context with the Lean Launch-
Pad Methodology for rapid cus-
tomer learning and product de-
velopment. The course was first 
taught at Stanford as the Lean 
LaunchPad course.

The focus of the H4D class at 
other institutions has been on 
solving DOD and IC problems; 
USM will be adding the DHS 
in hope of finding dual-purpose 
solutions. However, initial indi-
cations are that the approach is 
generalizable and can embrace 
the challenges faced by a range 
of organizations that measure 
their success, not in terms of 
revenue and profit, like most 
private sector companies, but 
rather by goal achievement and 
creating public value for their 
constituents.

Problems USM-H4D stu-
dent teams may tackle

Augmented Reality for Facial 
Recognition: U.S. personnel 
have difficulty identifying and 
tracking individuals in unstruc-
tured crowd environments.  
Although centralized surveil-
lance systems can scan crowds, 
mobile individuals and teams 
lack wearable technical means 
for autonomous surveillance. 
Personnel using Augmented 
Reality (AR) technology could 
scan crowds for individuals on 
a known list (of limited size) 
while the individual wearing a 
technical device is focused on 
another function or task.

UAS Defeat Challenge: 
The ability to defeat small 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS) is an ever-increasing 
need for the US forces in both 
military and civilian scenarios. 
Small UAS are often quick and 
agile in addition to presenting 
a small target. How can we de-
feat the UAS, can we control it, 
can we land it, can we do this 
without the use of energetic 

methods?
Big Crypto for Little Things: 

Create transparent sensor-to-
cloud encryption suitable for 
common microcontrollers used 
by makers. Little computers 
have a big future. It won’t be 
long before everything that can 
have a processor will have a 
processor that connects sensors 
to analytics in the cloud over 
a wireless network. This con-
nected future is being built by 
a generation of “makers” who 
need big crypto suitable for lit-
tle things like Arduino without 
having to offload the cryptogra-
phy to a more expensive piece 
of hardware.

USN, Distributed, Dispos-
able, Intelligence, Surveillance, 
and Reconnaissance: On any 
typical day the Navy’s 7th fleet 
has 50-70 ships, 140 aircraft 
and 40,000 Navy and Marine 
Corps personnel. Its area of re-
sponsibility covers more than 
48 million square miles from 
the Kuril Islands in the north 
to the Antarctic in the south, 
and from the International Date 
Line to the India-Pakistan bor-
der. Maintaining awareness of 
all submarine, surface ship, and 
aircraft activity through the 7th 
Fleet’s 48 million square miles 
is a daunting challenge even 
during peacetime. In wartime 
adversaries, can destroy their 
existing intelligence collection 
platforms in denied areas. De-
veloping a distributed and dis-
posable air, land and sea sen-
sor strategy is a key element to 
operating in a denied environ-
ment.

Wearable Sensors and Apps 
for Divers: Navy divers work in 
extreme conditions, perform-
ing various underwater tasks 
ranging from underwater ship 
repair, underwater salvage, and 
special operations/special war-
fare type diving. Because their 
area of operations is so varied, 
they can be required to utilize 
any type of diving equipment 
for use in any depth or tempera-
ture in any part of the world. 
Certain diving qualification 
allows these divers to live and 
work at extreme depths for days 
or weeks at a time, a discipline 
known as saturation diving.

“It’s important that graduate 
education includes opportuni-
ties for students to develop pro-
fessional skills that transcend 
disciplinary boundaries and set 
them apart in a competitive job 
market. Therefore, I am very ex-
cited that our students will have 
the opportunity to participate 
in H4D beginning this sum-
mer. This course will provide a 
unique training experience that 
requires students to address 
contemporary, real-world chal-
lenges in partnership with gov-
ernment agencies while build-
ing skills in cross-disciplinary, 
collaborative teamwork, stra-
tegic planning and efficient 
project management, and ad-
ept communication,” said Dr. 
Karen Coats, Dean of USM’s 
Graduate School.

About The University of 
Southern Mississippi

Founded in 1910, The Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi 
is a comprehensive doctoral 
and research-driven university 
with a proud history and an 
eye on the future. A dual-cam-
pus university, Southern Miss 
serves students on campuses in 
Hattiesburg and Long Beach, 
in addition to five teaching and 
research sites in Mississippi 
and through Online at South-
ern Miss. Since 2006, Southern 
Miss students have collected 
seven Goldwater Scholarships, 
three Truman Scholarships and 
16 National Science Founda-
tion Graduate Research Fellow-
ships.

The Department of Fine Arts 
at Mississippi Valley State Uni-
versity will present its 22nd 
Annual MVSU Piano Festival  
April 22, on the Valley cam-
pus in Itta Bena. The festival 
is once again being held for 
the purpose of bringing an in-
creased awareness to the Mis-
sissippi Delta and surrounding 
areas of the value and impor-
tance of piano study through-
out childhood and beyond.

The festival will include 
events for both elementary and 
advanced piano students. At 9 
a.m., a non-competitive festival 
event will be held for piano stu-
dents ranging from kindergar-
ten through junior high school.  
Older beginners may also par-
ticipate.

Students will perform selec-
tions from the classical piano 

repertoire and will be rated and 
given written evaluations.

Following this event, an hon-
ors ceremony will be held, in-
cluding special recognition of 
students who received Superior 
ratings for their performances. 
Parents, friends, and fellow 
students will be invited to at-
tend this event at approximate-
ly 10:30 a.m.

At 11 a.m., members of the 
MVSU music faculty will hold 
an open audition for piano 
students who would like to be 
considered for music scholar-
ships for the 2017-2018 aca-
demic year. Students who are 
awarded full scholarships will 
receive tuition, fees, and room 
and board at Mississippi Valley 
State University.

The next event to be held 
will be a Young Artist Com-
petition, beginning at 1 p.m., 

for students who are enrolled 
in grades 9 through junior col-
lege. Younger students with ap-
propriate repertoire may also 
enter with the permission of the 
festival director.

Students will perform at least 
two compositions from differ-
ing periods. The first prize win-
ner will receive a cash award 
of $500, second prize winner 
will receive $400, third prize 
winner will receive $300, and 
the fourth prize winner will re-
ceive $200. Honorable Mention 
awards of $100 each will also 
be given at the discretion of the 
festival judge.

An awards ceremony will be 
held immediately following the 
judging. Awards, certificates, 
and the cash prizes will be giv-
en out at that time. In addition 
to the cash awards, all winners 
of the Young Artist Competi-

tion will be eligible to receive 
full music scholarships to 
MVSU, again to include com-
plete tuition, fees, and room 
and board.

This year’s festival is be-
ing co-sponsored by Bank of 
Commerce, Charles Hall Stu-
dio, Cowan Music, Greenwood 
Junior Auxiliary, Greenwood 
Matinee Musicale, Greenwood 
Rotary Club, Hays Piano Tun-
ing, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Planters Bank, Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority and Walmart.

For further information 
and an application, contact 
Lawrence Goldman, director, 
MVSU Piano Festival, 14000 
Hwy. 82W #7255, Itta Bena, MS  
38941, telephone (662) 254-
3681.

The application postmark 
deadline for participants is 
April 10.

The Mississippi Board of 
Trustees of State Institutions of 
Higher Learning is conducting a 
nationwide search for president 
of Jackson State University. The 
Board of Trustees invites letters 
of nomination, applications (let-
ter of interest, resume/CV, and 
references), or expressions of 
interest to be submitted to the 
search firm assisting the board.

An online survey at www.mis-
sissippi.edu/ieo/jsu/online.asp 
is open for those who were not 
able to participate in the cam-
pus listening sessions last week. 
Alumni and community input is 
welcomed and strongly encour-
aged.

Confidential review of appli-

cations will begin immediately 
and continue until the appoint-
ment is made. It is preferred 
however, that all nominations 
and applications be submitted 
prior to March 17, 2017 to the 
address below.

For a complete position de-
scription and more information 
on the search, visit http://www.
mississippi.edu/ieo/jsu/

The successful candidate must 
have:

• Excellent academic creden-
tials and record of scholarship 
or equivalent experience and ac-
complishments that command 
the respect of the university 
community

• Passion for and commitment 
to excellence in undergraduate 

and graduate education
• Strong leadership skills that 

inspire and motivate others
• Senior-level experience man-

aging large and complex organi-
zations with the ability to work 
with both internal and external 
constituencies including faculty, 
staff, students, the local commu-
nity, alumni, government, the 
media and the general public

• Ability to prepare and im-
plement a comprehensive and 
fiscally-responsible university 
budget

• Ability to generate resources 
for the university, including both 
public funding and private fun-
draising, and to connect these 
resources to the mission of the 
institution

• Ability to recruit excellent 
administrators as well as de-
velop, mentor and retain a strong 
leadership team

• Experience working effec-
tively with federal, state and lo-
cal officials

• Commitment to a diverse 
student body, faculty and staff 
and to promoting issues of mul-
ticulturalism

• Ability to work successfully 
within a statewide system of 
higher education

• Appreciation for the impor-
tance of sustainability to the 
future of the university and the 
community

• An understanding of the val-
ues and mission of historically 
black colleges and universities.

Kinesiology instructor researching 
method to improve physical education 
instruction for children with Autism

Southern Miss to 
offer course involving 
national security issues

MVSU seeks participants for 
22nd Annual Piano Festival

Applications and nominations now being 
accepted for JSU president search

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

Mississippi Link Newswire
Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire
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Southern Miss physical education instructor Joann Judge is evaluating a method that could influence how physi-
cal education is taught to children with autism spectrum disorder.



As this na-
tion closes out 
Black History 
Month, I’d like 
to remind you 
of an event in 
history that oc-

curred just a short time ago in 
our country.

June 2015 was a tragicomic 
month for black churches. 
The racially motivated terror-
ist attack at Mother Emanuel 
African Methodist Episcopal 
(AME) Church in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, left nine 
saints dead and countless oth-
ers in mourning. Soon there-
after, reports of church arsons 
throughout the South flooded 
social media. Though some 
of these church burnings were 
allegedly ignited by electri-
cal fires, there is still the eerie 
sense that black churches are 
under attack. Then, again in 
South Carolina, women pas-
tors of AME churches received 
death threat letters. All of these 
events happened within days of 
each other.

The last two weeks of June 
of that year were tragic for 
black churches.

But these tragic moments of 
2015 have renewed interests in 
defining and defending the his-
tory and contemporary signifi-
cance of churches predominat-
ed by black Christians. For one, 

the fact that so much attention 
was placed on AME churches 
should remind us of how that 
denomination was established. 
Free blacks praying at the altar 
of St George’s Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, were thrown out 
of the sanctuary because of the 
color of their skin.

Prior to that experience, 
these freed blacks engaged with 
religious zeal in helping their 
people with spiritual, social, 
and material welfare through 
the Free African Society. That 
zeal was greatly emboldened 
after the loveless scene that oc-
curred at St George’s.

The African Methodist Epis-
copal Church was born praying 
on its knees and called Chris-
tian Africans to stand up for 
“God our Father, Christ our 
Redeemer, the Holy Spirit our 
Comforter, humankind our 
family” in the face of idol rac-
ism.

The AME tradition wasn’t 
alone in reforming the church 
in America. Movements like 
the National Baptist Conven-
tion USA, Inc., and the Church 
of God in Christ contributed to 
protests against racism and re-
ligious drift. Sometimes these 
movements were formed to 
address missionary and edu-
cational needs for Africans in 
America and in the Mother-
land. Others came into being as 
protests within the black church 

tradition, calling churches to 
holiness of life even as they 
fought for justice in the nation.

To be sure, the term “black 
church” is grossly mislead-
ing. Though it is shorthand for 
those churches and collection 
of churches led, founded by 
and largely serving black com-
munities, the term can obscure 
the intrinsic, inherent, and dy-
namic theological, cultural, and 
social diversity within and be-
tween churches so called. For 
instance, a Church of God in 
Christ in rural Mississippi may 
be very different from an ur-
bane AME church in Connecti-
cut. Together these churches 
exist in creative tension, offer-
ing the Body of Christ accents 
and distinctives that nourish 
the global church’s identity and 
mission.

Usually these debates hap-
pen within the holy nation 
within the nation. The black 
church is often seen as a sub-
culture maybe relevant during 
Black History Month. But since 
running for and being elected 
to the office of President twice, 
Barack Obama has brought the 
black church debate into the 
mainstream at least two times.

During his 2008 campaign, 
then Senator Obama had to 
respond to a soundbite from 
his now former pastor, Dr. Jer-
emiah Wright, pastor emeritus 
of Chicago’s Trinity United 
Church of Christ.

The black church and black 
liberation theology were taken 
up in discourse around the din-
ner table and in front of the 
TV scene following Wright’s 
15 minutes of defamation and 
Obama’s initial defense of and 
later distancing from Wright.

The uninitiated questioned 
the theological integrity of 
black churches and the validity 
of their Christianity. Others still 
defended the black church’s 
social and political witness 
during the Civil Rights move-
ment, giving little attention to 
the pastoral and spiritual di-
mensions of the church that are 
seemingly irrelevant for those 
who don’t have time for old 
time religion. 

Though fruitful in many 
ways, the national debate 
around the black church that 
extended from 2008 to about 
2010 was reactionary, stereo-
typed, and in many ways un-
helpful.

Years later, President Obama 
stepped into the conversation 
about black churches with 
his eulogy for Rev. Clementa 
Pinckney. The funeral itself 
and the President’s grace mes-
sage (along with his extempo-
raneous singing of “Amazing 
Grace”) were seen voyeuristi-
cally by cable news pundits 
and black academics alike. 
Everyone tried to interpret the 
moment without actually ask-
ing the people present, espe-

cially the bereaved family, how 
they received that moment in 
time.

Nevertheless, once again 
the nation tried to sort out the 
unique liturgical and theologi-
cal content and context of a 
black church and its slain. I’m 
not sure if we did any better in 
2015 than we did in 2008. But 
I am glad that through the trag-
edies of that June has come a 
brighter sun shining light on 
black churches and why they 
matter still.

Hopefully, the ensuing 
months will reinvigorate our 
appreciation and challenge of 
the black church tradition, in 
all its diversity, so that pres-
ent and future generations can 
know the God of our weary 
years through it. We indeed 
need revival and reform so that 
God may be glorified through 
us and that the nation receives 
again, as always, our prophetic 
witness. And as we check the 
nation, let’s also call ourselves 
to repentance.

We cannot miss this mo-
ment to remind ourselves and 
to tell the world that #Black-
ChurchesStillMatter.

Rev. CJ Rhodes, a gradu-
ate of the University of MS 
and Duke University, serves 
as the director of Student Re-
ligious Life at Alcorn State 
University and is the pastor 
of Mt. Helm Baptist Church in 
Jackson. 
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By Rev. CJ Rhodes 
Special to The Mississippi Link

P A S T O R A L  P O I N T S

This week as we are 
winding dowm Black His-
tory Month 2017, for many 
people across America, the 
celebration of very impor-
tant people will soon be 
placed on the shelf until 

2018.
As hard as many of us try, we can’t 

control the intellectual intake of others 
but that doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t 
continue to try and share all of the no-
table accomplishments of our African-
American heroes and sheroes.

Thanks to The Mississippi Link for 
sharing the stories of successes of people 
of color. Thank you to our readers for 
knowing that the truth can be found in 
other black media publications.

Thank you to our leaders: past and 
present – local, regional and national: 
who have given of themselves untiringly 
to make this country better in so many 
ways. It is because of the footsteps of 
those who walk(ed) before us that we can 
stand proud and help to chart a path for 
others to follow. 

Black History Month 2017 may be 
ending, but the movement for action and 
knowledge does not. The Black History 
celebration goes beyond the month of 
February. It is a movement that brings 
structure to the “knowing and sharing” of 
information as individuals unite to help 
others become aware of the great things 
people of color have done, can and will 
continue to do.

My last thank you is to everyone who 
believes in and supports Black History – 
the movement because without it, all of 
our lives would be so very different.

Remember the verse that I often share 
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which 
reads: “How beautiful on the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, who bring 
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, 
who say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messenger for 
news in and around the state of Missis-
sippi, would like to serve as your person-
al messenger to share your news and the 
news of your places of worship.

To share your news contact Daphne 
M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.
com, fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor#BlackChurchesStillMatter

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 
Watkins Dr., Jackson, will conclude 
its Sixth Annual “Back in the Day – A 
Celebration of Black History:  Hon-
oring Our Living Legends” Feb. 23, 
at 6 p.m. in the Family Life Center 
of the church. The “Grand Finale” - 
“Celebrating Our History & Culture 
Through Our Music” will end the se-
ries.  The finale’ will feature national 
and international gospel legends and 
award winning performers: Paul Por-
ter and Cynthia Goodloe Palmer. The 
monthlong event was coordinated by 
the church’s Black History Commit-
tee.  The official bicentennial project 
was made possible by a grant from 
the Mississippi Humanities Council 
through support from the Mississippi 
Development Authority. For more in-
formation, call 601-981-8696 or 601-
366-7002 or visit www.newhope-bap-
tist.org.  Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.

College Hill Missionary Bap-
tist Church, 1600 Florence Ave., 
Jackson, will host the church’s An-
nual Heritage Banquet Feb. 25, at 6 
p.m. in the Family Life Center.  Dr. 
Rod Paige, the interim president of 
Jackson State University and former 
United States Secretary of Education 
will be the guest speaker.  This event 
will also include the presentations of 
the Sam Bailey Scholarship Award 
and the College Hill Black Achiever 
Award, a silent auction, dinner and 
fellowship.  On Feb. 26, all members 
of College Hill are encouraged to 
wear African Attire during the regu-
lar service in honor of Black History 
Month.  Immediately following the 
service, the Youth Ministry will pres-
ent its Live Black History Museum. 
For more information call 601-355-
2670.  Rev. Michael T. Williams is the 
pastor.
 

Cherry Grove Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1296 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Dr., Jackson, will celebrate 10 years of 
service from their pastor, Rev. Marek 
Walker, Feb. 26, during two services. 
At 8 a.m., Rev. Leroy Carter will the 
guest speaker.  At 11 a.m., Rev. Mau-
rice Davis will be the speaker.  For 
more information call 601-354-1256 
or visit www.cgrove.org.  Rev. Marek 
D. Walker is the pastor.

Greater Fairview Missionary Baptist 
Church, 2545 Newport St., Jackson, 
Aerobics Ministry will host its 2017 
New Year Fitness Challenge which be-
gan Jan. 9, and will continue through 
Feb. 27.  The challenge will include 
regular aerobics classes and fitness 
challenge.  For more information, call 
601-454-1414 or 601-260-7310.  To 
contact the church, call 601-362-6447.  
Rev. Vincent V. Russell is the pastor.
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A few years 
ago, I heard 
Pastor Jenni-
fer Calloway 
of Atlanta, 
state that we 
should have 

hearts after His heart. It was 
actually part of a prayer but 
it just struck me as so power-
ful and truthful when I heard 
it. Even in my own life, as 
much as I’d like to think that 
my heart is 100 percent com-
mitted to God’s heart, lately 
I’ve had to repent for some-
times being less than com-
mitted.

If I had to give a percent-
age, I’d say I’m about 75-85 
percent there (most days). 
Some days, I might slip 
down to close to 50 percent. 
If I were an athlete, that 
would be a great shooting 
percentage. But in looking at 
an effective walk as a Chris-
tian, like the old song goes, 
99-1/2 won’t do.

What does it look like to 
seek after God’s heart? How 
can you recognize God’s 
heart? How does man’s heart 
differ from God’s heart? 

How long will it take to find 
God’s heart? All these ques-
tions came to mind as I won-
dered how I was doing in 
seeking God’s heart. Psalm 
119:2 says, “Blessed are 
they who keep his statutes 
and seek him with all their 
heart.”

Seeking God’s heart is not 
busying yourself with church 
work. It’s a mistake that 
many have made, includ-
ing myself, when striving to 
have a stronger relationship 
with God. Committee meet-
ings and choir rehearsals are 
just a few things that can 
make you spend more time 
at church and with church 
folk, but doesn’t necessarily 
translate into a stronger rela-
tionship with God.

In much the same way, at-
tending church isn’t a sign 
that your heart is right with 
God either. Think about our 
natural relationships. Just 
because someone is physi-
cally spending time with 
you doesn’t mean that you 
have their heart. It reminds 
me of the lyrics to a song 
that mentions the heart being 
on the other side of town. 
Church attendance and par-

ticipation is a start but they 
should not be your ulti-
mate goal. Having a strong 
personal relationship with 
Christ should be. Jeremiah 
24:7 says, “I will give them 
a heart to know me, that I am 
the LORD. They will be my 
people, and I will be their 
God, for they will return to 
me with all their heart.”

Seeking Gods’ heart is 
easier when you can recog-
nize and follow his voice. 
The more time you spend 
with him, the easier it be-
comes to recognize his 
voice. The more you rec-
ognize his voice, the more 
you’ll want to hear it…and 
you’ll want to spend more 
time with him. And the more 
time you spend with him, the 
more you’ll want to seek af-
ter and trust his heart.

Next week, we’ll explore 
how seeking God’s heart can 
change your life and those 
around you.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-sell-
er “Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after 
a Relationship Ends.” She 
may be reached at lovehan-
gover@juno.com.

P R E S E R V E D

Hearts after 
His Heart
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org
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Jesus taught us 
a great lesson con-
cerning talents.  
One talent that God 
gives every Chris-
tian is the talent of 
prayer. There has 

never been a Christian yet who 
could not pray. This is one of the 
gifts that God gives every born-
again person. It is our privilege to 
pray. The talent of prayer is some-
thing far beyond what is known 
by people in the world.

In the parable of the talents that 
Jesus told in Matthew, Chapter 
25, the man with one talent hid 
it in the earth and didn’t use it; 
therefore, he lost it. The law of 
elimination is “whatever we do 
not use, we lose.” Anything God 
has given us, if we do not use it 
as He gave it to be used, we will 
lose it.

We have a high privilege in be-
ing able to pray. We have more 
power and more authority through 
prayer than we realize. If we are 
not careful, we will fail to use the 
greatest instrument that God ever 
gave us, and then we will seek hu-
man ways of trying to get things 
worked out.

In Psalm 2:8, God said, “Ask 
of Me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession.” There is power in 

prayer when God can give us the 
heathen, the unbelieving world 
How are we going to get them? 
“Ask of Me,” God said.  

The Word of God is full of liv-
ing, truthful illustrations, but let 
us join Paul in Hebrews, Chapter 
11. This chapter is about praying 
people. Paul had been teaching 
how God is a rewarder of every-
one who diligently seeks Him 
in prayer. He mentioned many 
patriarchs of faith down through 
this chapter. In verses 32-33, 
he said, “And what shall I more 
say? For the time would fail me 
to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, 
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; 
of David also, and Samuel, and 
of the prophets: Who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions.”

Many people think that Dan-
iel just went into the den of lions 
and God automatically took care 
of him.  No, Daniel’s deliverance 
in the den of lions was an answer 
to the prayers that he had prayed 
three times a day when he bowed 
and prayed to the God of Heaven, 
letting Him know, “You are my 
God. You are my protector. My 
faith and trust are in You.” Dan-
iel’s prayer life was up to date. 
That is the reason he could walk 
boldly into the circumstance and 
say, “My God will deliver me.”

Prayer introduced God’s people 
to a world of privilege. It brought 

the strength and wealth of Heav-
en down to aid finite man. When 
Moses prayed, he saved a nation.  
Have we ever stopped to realize 
that the Jewish nation would have 
been wiped out right then had 
Moses not prayed? God was go-
ing to kill them all! Ezra prayed 
and saved the church, yet he was 
just one man.

Certainly, there is more pow-
er in agreement of prayer, but 
there is also power in one man’s 
prayers. The old hymn says, 
“Keep praying, toiling, praying 
toiling on, there soon will dawn a 
brighter day, keep praying, toiling 
on.” Another hymn says, “Pray 
on, pray on, pray on till the an-
swer come, pray on, pray on, pray 
on till the answer come.”

Again, the Apostle Paul shared 
these words in 1 Timothy 2:1-2, “I 
exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving thanks, be made 
for all men; for kings, and for all 
that are in authority; that we may 
lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church of 
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton 
VA 23669. He is married to Velma 
L. Green. He is a member of the 
National Association of Evange-
lism Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as chairman of the 
Southeastern Association of The 
Church of God, Inc.

Prayer can affect a whole 
nation, including America
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By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of February 23

1. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
2. Made A Way   Travis Greene
3. God Provides    Tamela Mann
4. Never Have To Be Alone  CeCe Winans
5. Joy     Vashawn Mitchell
6. You’re Bigger   Jekalyn Carr
7. I Need You    Donnie McClurkin
8. Hang On    GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
9. Victory Belongs To Jesus Todd Dulaney
10. Hold My Mule   Shirley Caesar Featuring Albertina Walker & Milton Brunson

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

Place your 
church ad here.
For details call 
601-896-0084



There are two subjects in par-
ticular that the Trump Admin-
istration lies about the most: 
crime and voting.

During a recent interview 
on “This Week” with George 
Stephanopoulos, President 
Trump’s senior advisor Stephen 
Miller lied about voter fraud 
during the 2016 elections.

Miller said that, “And you 
have 14 percent of noncitizens, 
according to academic re-
search, at a minimum, that are 
registered to vote, which is an 
astonishing statistic.”

That statement is simply 
false. Miller couldn’t produce a 
single shred of evidence when 
Stephanopoulos pressed him 
on the subject. But Miller was 
just repeating what his boss said 
shortly before the election.

At a rally in Cleveland, Ohio, 
October 23, 2016, presidential 
candidate Trump said that, “14 
percent of noncitizens are regis-
tered to vote.”

President Trump entered of-
fice lying about voter fraud and 
threatening an investigation. 
Civil rights leaders have called 
for an investigation of voter sup-
pression during the 2016 presi-
dential election. More recently, 
the lying crossed over into the 
topic of an increased “crime 
wave” that doesn’t exist. Now, 
the lies about a vast American 
crime wave and record-levels of 
illegal voting seem to be com-
ing together.

On January 23, during a meet-
ing with members of Congress 
and the White House, President 
Trump lied about voting again. 
Trump and his 31 year-old aide 
Miller, who was sent out on 
all the Sunday morning talk 
shows February 12, appear to 
be lying for two reasons. First, 
Trump can’t come to terms with 
the fact that Hillary Clinton 
received almost three million 
more votes than he did, and 
second, the Trump Administra-
tion would appear to be laying 
the groundwork to justify a new 
law that would make it harder 
for people to vote, particularly 
minorities.

Trump’s Attorney General, 
former Alabama Senator Jeff 
Sessions, had a history of prose-
cuting African Americans who 
were registering too many other 
African Americans to vote as 
an assistant U.S. attorney. Hav-
ing provided no explanation 
or apology for his past pros-
ecutions, particularly that of the 
late Albert Turner Sr., there’s no 
reason to believe that Sessions 
won’t pick up where he left off 
in Alabama in the 1970s.

Even though, Sessions’ past 
statements and actions as a 
prosecutor in Alabama are 
clear, the public perception of 
Sessions the man is mixed.

Turner’s son, Albert Turner 
Jr., issued a statement endors-
ing Sessions that said, “I believe 
that he is someone with whom 

I, and others in the civil rights 
community can work if given 
the opportunity.”

Still, American history of the 
disenfranchisement of African- 
American (and other minority) 
voters is also clear.

In the late 1800s, it was a poll 
tax, literacy tests and other re-
quirements that black voters 
were unlikely to meet. Today 
it’s voter ID, closing polling 
places, cutting Sunday voting 
and purging voting rolls.

The continued strategy used 
by present day Republicans is 
still the “Southern Strategy,” 
they’ve just added Hispanics 
to the list of targets. The Immi-
gration Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) raids started only two 
days after Attorney General 
Sessions was sworn-in.

“The crackdown on illegal 
criminals is merely the keeping 
of my campaign promise. Gang 
members, drug dealers and oth-
ers are being removed,” Trump 
tweeted February 12.

Trump tweeted about his 
“crackdown on illegal crimi-
nals” a day after El Paso ICE 
spokeswoman Leticia Zamar-
ripa stated that, “ICE regularly 
conducts targeted enforcement 
operations during which addi-
tional resources and personnel 
are dedicated to apprehending 
deportable foreign nationals.”

Many immigrant rights advo-
cates knew the raids were not 
routine before anyone commu-
nicated anything.

“The President is lying when 
he says deporting immigrants 
is about fighting crime,” wrote 
Rep. Luis Gutierrez February 
10. “The President wants to 
show off and it appears he has 
unleashed the Department of 
Homeland Security to kick-out 
large numbers of immigrants 
and anyone they encounter, 
without much oversight, review 
or due process.

Gutierrez, who represents 
parts of Chicago, continued: 
“There is very little official in-
formation on what appears to 
be a new Trump deportation 
initiative. Homeland Security 
is deporting moms…under the 
smoke screen of criminal or 
anti-terror actions.”

Republicans have lost the 
popular vote over two presiden-
tial elections since 2000. The 
demographics in the country 
are becoming more black and 
brown and researchers estimate 
that the share of white voters 
will fall a few percentage points 
every four years. Trump, Miller 
and many others in the Republi-
can Party are well aware of the 
math.

Lauren Victoria Burke is a 
political analyst who speaks on 
politics and African-American 
leadership. She is also a fre-
quent contributor to the NNPA 
Newswire and BlackPressUSA.
com. Connect with Lauren by 
email at LBurke007@gmail.
com and on Twitter at @LV-
Burke.

Lauren Victoria Burke says that the Trump Administration would appear 
to be laying the groundwork to justify a new law that would make it 
harder for people to vote. This photo was taken during a political rally in 
Laconia, New Hampshire in July 2015. MICHAEL VADON/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

OPINION

The difference between what 
once was and what currently 
is – is the difference between 
“day and night” and “light and 
darkness.” America currently 
has a President that bears wit-
ness to this spiritual fact (dark-
ness): “I and I alone can fix-it.”

America, believe me, this 
is truly the “I” that is “smack-
dab” in the middle of sin. God 
is the only self-sufficient “I.” 
Therefore, “Blesseth is the 
man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, 
nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful. But his delight is in 
the law of the Lord; and in his 
law doth he meditate day and 
night.” (Psalm 1:1-2).

Black men beware, in fact, 
be careful whose side you are 
on. Reason being: “Who his 
own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by whose 
stripes ye were healed. For ye 
were as sheep going astray; 
but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls.” (1 Peter 2: 24-25). 

We know that there are a few 
black men who are “seeming-
ly” not on the Lord’s side, but 
are on President Trump’s side. 
Therefore, we must be sober, 
and vigilant in watching them, 
but most of all pray for them.

Beware of the hypocrisy of 
darkness: “Therefore whatso-
ever ye have spoken in dark-
ness shall be heard in the light; 
and that which ye have spoken 
in the ear in closets shall be 
proclaimed upon the house-
tops.” (Luke 12: 3).

When we were in the “Gar-
den of Eden” God forewarned 
us not to eat of the “Tree of 
Life” in the center of the Gar-
den,” but we could eat of all 
others. And, we all know the 
consequences: Sin. Disobedi-

ence to God was the first sin. 
Lying about sin compounded 
the original sin. Likewise, 
President Trump forewarned 
America, as well as the world 
community, about who he real-
ly is. In fact, he told us that he 
has a dictatorial mind; but ne-
glected to tell us about his sex-
ist mind, masochistic-mind, 
racist mind and money-orient-
ed-mind. More importantly, 
he showed America that he 
has a lying tongue. Question: 
How do you know when Presi-
dent Trump is lying? Answer: 
When his lips are moving (The 
Movie: The Rainmaker).

The Russians are not com-
ing. The Russian mental-
ity has been in America for a 
long time. And, on January 
20, 2017, the Russian men-
tality (dictatorship) invaded 
the White House, the world’s 
symbol of social democracy, 
human rights, leadership of the 
free world, and freedom of in-
dividual choice.

Life is about choices and 
consequences. President 
Trump is never self-introspec-
tively, and always blames oth-
ers; especially the “fake-news-
media.” President Trump says 
that he has inherited a “mess,” 
and at the time, he is creating a 
monumental (colossal) mess at 
home and abroad.

We have always had prob-
lems with Russia (Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis), North Korea, Iran 
(Hostage Crisis), the Middle 
East (Jews-Palestinians), and 
so on. However, the problems 
are being compounded by the 
ineptness of Trump’s Adminis-
trative Style.

Americans should absolute-
ly be ashamed of themselves 
for exposing the world com-
munity to a mentality such as 
Donald J. Trump; especially 
with all of this nation’s tal-
ented young men and women. 
Shamefully, forty-eight-per-
cent of the American voting 

populace voted for Trump as 
the 45th President.

President Trump represents 
the symbol of leadership not 
only in America, but also 
the “Free World.” Donald J. 
Trump is the President of these 
United States of America, but 
it does not mean that he is the 
right “moral leader” for these 
United States of America. “For 
God is not the author of con-
fusion, but of peace, as in all 
churches of the saints.” (1 Cor-
inthians 14: 34).

We have “compounded” 
confusion in the White House. 
President Trump is destroying 
the basic democratic institu-
tional fabric of American soci-
ety while the Russians and the 
devil laugh at our “spiritual-
moral-stupidity.”

Again, allow me to reiter-
ate the 2016 Presidential elec-
tion was not about “jobs, trade 
agreements, or the repealing of 
the Affordable Healthcare Act, 
but “White Privilege.” In fact, 
the primary “subliminally” rea-
son why the “Healthcare Act” 
is called Obamacare is because 
of the skin color of the Obama. 
He was viewed by some as an 
illegitimate president simply 
because of his skin-color. The 
Republican Party leadership 
declared publicly that the ob-
jective was “to make Obama 
a one-term president,” and 
above all, not to agree with any 
proposed legislative initiatives 
of the his administration. Re-
publicans legislators put party 
loyalty before country. Every 
presidential action taken by 
Obama was illegitimate that is 
“dead-on-arrival.”

Institutional racism is spiri-
tually grounded in the “irratio-
nality” (emotional-rhetoric) of 
the Devil’s lies, not the reality 
and rationality of God. The 
Republican Party has been at-
tempting to disguise tenets of 
“institutional racism” under 
the mantle and rubric of con-

servatism.
The Presidency of Donald J. 

Trump has bit Republicans and 
the American society in the 
preverbal behind. But, more 
importantly, it has revealed the 
nature of our very existence as 
a democratic society that is ori-
ented toward white privilege.

Republicans take a moral 
stand. Demand to see Presi-
dent Trump’s tax returns.

At one time, white high 
school graduates were earn-
ing more than “some” public 
school teachers, and even some 
college professors. Multina-
tional corporations are primar-
ily concerned with bottom-line 
economics, and therefore, they 
shipped high paying working 
class jobs overseas for cheap 
labor and corporate profits.

Now, working class whites 
are seeking additional skills 
and technical-training to ac-
quire more formal education 
for high-tech jobs. Whites 
will be able to experience the 
“American Dream” not simply 
because they are white but be-
cause they worked for it. For 
after all, minorities; especially 
blacks are the last hired and 
the first fired. 

Of course, gaining a formal 
education just might awaken 
your “spiritual” thinking abil-
ity about presidential leader-
ship, and more importantly, 
what to vote for, because mon-
ey is not the answer.

Leadership is about moral 
character and intellectual in-
tegrity. What is inscribed on 
money is the ultimate-answer: 
“In God We Trust.”

But, more importantly, God 
sent Jesus Christ as the living 
word example because “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever.” (Hebrews 
13: 8).

“A little that a righteous man 
hath is better than the riches of 
many wicked.” (Psalm 37: 16).

In 1960, 
blacks in Vir-
ginia watched 
as the state 
changed the 
laws against 
trespass to 

make it a more serious crime, 
and the penalty was raised 
from a $100 fine to $1,000. 
This action was taken by the 
then all-white legislature in 
an attempt to combat the Civil 
Rights Movement and more 
severely punish the activists 
that were engaging in the sit-
ins.

During that time, we read 
the unhinged rantings of seg-
regationists, such as James J. 
Kilpatrick, who wrote lies to 
stoke fear and hatred in the 
hearts of whites against their 
black neighbors by exaggerat-
ing the civil disruption caused 
by demonstrators.

During the Civil Rights 
Movement, Virginia was not 
the only state where fierce 
battles for equal justice were 
fought, battles where so many 
people suffered, and many 
lost their lives. But much of 

the truth of this struggle was 
hidden by the dominant news 
sources of the day; and battles 
had to be fought to even bring 
the truth to light.

That was a time when the 
only reliable news about the 
Civil Rights Movement could 
be found in black newspa-
pers. Even the storied New 
York Times and the Wash-
ington Post wrote about the 
Civil Rights Movement from 
the perspective of spectators, 
a safe distance from the fray. 
Having nothing to lose, the 
journalists at these newspa-
pers, in an attempt at “objec-
tivity,” often gave too much 
credence to the misrepresen-
tations of their southern coun-
terparts.

Today, reading the report-
ing and editorials of the large, 
white-dominated, corporate 
newspapers, I have a sense of 
déjà vu. But now it is not just 
the newspapers of the southern 
segregationists that are spew-
ing lies. The “alt right” haters 
have gained a prominent voice 
in the national discourse, and 
they are on their way towards 
gaining even greater influence 
with Steve Bannon entrenched 

in the White House.
So now, as much as ever, 

the voices of the black news-
papers are needed to combat 
the evil we face.

We are witnessing the nor-
malizing of the Donald Trump 
presidency, as the language of 
appeasement creeps, ever so 
slightly, onto the front pages 
of the dominant newspapers.  
Sports writers are chiding 
black athletes for refusing to 
go to the White House and 
provide Trump with a photo-
op, so that he can pretend not 
to be a bigot. Journalist writ-
ing for many major outlets 
are reporting the terrorizing 
of undocumented aliens as 
“routine” law enforcement 
activity. And stories about 
the law suits against Trump 
and the allegations of sexual 
assault, including rape, are 
evaporating from the pages of 
the corporate press like small 
puddles in a drought.

Too few Americans are 
alarmed by these recent devel-
opments because they are not 
in the crosshairs of the bigotry 
that drives the current admin-
istration. There will be pre-
cious few allies to combat this 

plague of bigotry alongside 
people of color, progressive 
women, immigrants, the LB-
GTQ community and undoc-
umented aliens. But the one 
resource we have is the battle 
tested Black Press.  Black 
newspapers have always been 
the sword and shield against 
injustices aimed at people of 
color. This tradition goes back 
to Fredrick Douglas and be-
yond.

The ammunition that we 
will need most in the strug-
gles to come will be the accu-
rate reporting of the truth; and 
it is beginning to look like the 
major corporate news media 
is prepared to compromise on 
that. So, we must continue to 
battle to bring accurate facts 
to light. And we will be op-
posed by those powerful peo-
ple who want to hide the truth 
in the shadows by controlling 
the outlets that feed lies to the 
public in order to keep us pas-
sive, and apathetic.

Maintaining Black newspa-
pers as a loud and honest voice 
that will fight for the rights of 
people of color is our best and 
brightest hope in these ter-
rible times to come.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Day versus night; 
Light versus dark

Black newspapers needed 
now more than ever before

This is why Trump 
is lying about voter 
fraud and crime

By Bobby E. Mills, PhD
Author

By Oscar H. Blayton
Attorney

By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor
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BOOK REVIEW:
“THE LOST ELEVEN”
BYDENISE GEORGE AND ROBERT CHILD
  C.2017, NAL CALIBER 
  $28.00 / $37.00 CANADA  •  416 PAGES

You are on a need-to-know 
basis.

You’re told only what’s rel-
evant, and nothing more. Ru-
mors, innuendo, extra little de-
tails, none of that’s important; 
only what you need is what you 
get. But read “The Lost Eleven” 
by Denise George and Robert 
Child, and you may wonder 
what else you’re missing.

Hitler reportedly did not want 
the 1936 Olympics in his Berlin.

Not a sporting man, he didn’t 
see the point, until he was told 
that the games might be a good 

chance to showcase his Aryan 
athletes. He acquiesced, and 
openly seethed when African- 
American star Jesse Owens 
snatched medals away from Hit-
ler’s all-German track team.

“Almost five thousand miles 
away,” Owens’ achievements 
made a strong impression on 
young George Davis, who 
puffed with a patriotic pride that 
lingered and that carried him 
to the recruitment office when 
Japan bombed Pearl Harbor. 
Against his father’s wishes, Da-
vis joined the Army.

But serving Uncle Sam didn’t 
protect a man from Jim Crow.

At the beginning of the War, 
say George and Child, fewer 
than four thousand African 
Americans were enlisted in the 
military. Most landed in racial-
ly-segregated, noncombat units, 
tasked with “menial labor” well 
behind the front lines, which 
rankled them. Many were eager 
to see action, and were denied it 
but Davis and his fellow soldiers 
at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma, 
got what they wished for: their 
333rd Field Artillery Battalion 
was ultimately trained to oper-
ate the new 155mm Howitzers.

They were going overseas.
From Normandy in late June, 

1944, to France and Brittany, 
the 333rd and 969th Battalions 
did what they were sent to do; 
by September 1944, they were 
on their way to Schönberg, Bel-
gium, to a “Ghost Front,” so-
called because it was “quiet.” 
Once there, men of both Battal-
ions heard German rockets and 
believed that the sounds were 
recordings meant to fool them 
into believing German troops 
were nearby.

But in the early morning hours 
of December 16, the gun-noise 
was authentic.

The 333rd, unprepared and 
ill-equipped, was under attack…

Some three years ago, and 
nearly seventy years after their 
bloody capture, a House of Rep-
resentatives Resolution finally 
gave the 333rd Field Artillery 
Battalion the “official” recogni-
tion it deserved (Belgium had 
lauded them in 2007). Even so, 
their story is rarely mentioned in 
World War II history.

It’s not much better told here.
I had such high hopes for it: 

“The Lost Eleven” could have 
become a classic, a story that 
War buffs and historians might 
happily reference. Instead, it’s 
marred by pages and pages of 
fictionalized conversations, 

imagined emotions, and recre-
ated actions that make this book 
more novel than not. One could 
say that it moves the story along, 
but not very well; the conversa-
tions are borderline-insulting to 
a reader’s intelligence, and the 
imagined emotions felt like so 
much pandering.

Add that to the unnecessarily 
gory ending told (which felt out-
of-place in the tone of the rest of 
the book), and I say “pass” on 
“The Lost Eleven.”

If you want to learn about 
these brave African-American 
soldiers, there are better ways to 
know. 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

Maya Angelou (1928-2014) was 
born Marguerite Annie Johnson, in 
St. Louis, Missouri, April 4, 1928, 
to parents for whom she and her big 
brother Bailey soon became a bur-
den. When Maya was just three, the 
siblings were sent alone by train to 
live with their paternal grandmother 
in Arkansas where they would be ter-
rorized by the Ku Klux Klan.

At seven, Maya moved back to 
St. Louis, only to be molested by 
her now single mother’s boyfriend. 
When she reported the rape, the per-
petrator was soon murdered under 

mysterious circumstances.
Maya subsequently fell mute and 

was shipped back to her grandma’s 
house. Although she couldn’t talk, 
she did take to reading like a fish 
to water. And by the time she spoke 
again at the age of 12, she’d become 
very acquainted with the classics 
ranging from Shakespeare to Langs-
ton Hughes to Edgar Allan Poe.

Unfortunately, exposure to great 
literature didn’t save Maya from fur-
ther trauma, as she would become a 
single-mom at 17 after being pres-
sured into a sexual encounter with a 
boy who wanted nothing more to do 
with her. She subsequently supported 

herself and her son, Guy, by holding 
an array of odd jobs, including work 
in the sex trade industry as a stripper, 
prostitute and even a madam.

Yet somehow, Maya would over-
come her humble roots and checkered 
early career to become an African-
American icon and a very respected 
writer in her own right. That miracu-
lous recovery is the subject of Maya 
Angelou: And Still I Rise, a reveren-
tial retrospective offering an intimate 
look at the life of the late poet/author/
actress/director/civil rights activist.

Co-directed by Bob Hercules and 
Rita Coburn Whack, the film features 
heartfelt reflections by an array of 

luminaries, including Bill and Hill-
ary Clinton, Oprah Winfrey, John 
Singleton, Cicely Tyson, Dave Chap-
pelle and Valerie Simpson, to name a 
few. For example, we hear Secretary 
Clinton refer to her as “a phenomenal 
woman” while Lou Gossett Jr. cred-
its her with raising his political con-
sciousness.

A poignant portrait of a sex abuse 
survivor’s unlikely path from aban-
doned street urchin to consummate 
poet laureate!

Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 114 minutes
Distributor: PBS

(For puzzle answer keys, see page B7)

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Association (abbr.)
2. Computer “button”
3. Tie
4. Eat
5. Possessive pronoun
6. Zero
7. Poor tv reception
8. Mistake
10. Writer’s name on an article (hyph.)
16. Confused
18. Teacher’s assistant, for short
19. State of being
20. In style
21. Accustom
22. Meat and potatoes dish
24. Plateau
25. Prayer ending
26. Saclike structures filled with fluid 
       or diseased matter
28. Conger
30. Neither’s partner

ACROSS
1. Helps
5. Institution (abbr.)
9. Scour
11. Small
12. Sudsy
13. Patronize
14. Compass point
15. Scale note
17. The other half of Jima
18. Neatly
20. Pieces of food
22. Term of affection
23. __evated railway
24. McDonald’s “Big __”
27. Malaria
29. Opposite of ally
31. Certain
32. Medication amounts
33. Foot part
34. Jabber

© Feature Exchange

Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise
PBS’ American Masters broadcasts revealing retrospective about the late icon

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

By Kam Williams
Columnist
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Blacks in America have a history unlike any other race of 
people. We came to America against our will but by the 
will of God. We became slaves and drifted from place to 
place through being bought and sold. This made it difficult 
to have a strong family unit as it is known today.

With the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation came 
our freedom. It is from this period that we were able to 
trace our ancestors. We know not who was before them 
but we do know who followed them. 

Boss and Eliza Terry were born slaves somewhere in 
North Carolina. They had four children: There were two 
sons, Augusta (Gus) and Ellis, and two daughters whose 
names are unknown at this time. It is from this lineage 
that the family grew.

You, my brothers and sisters, were 
called to be free. But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 
serve one another humbly in love. For 
the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this 
one command: 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.”                                                                                                       
Galatians 5: 13-14 (NIV)Humanitarian award presented at family reunion to Dr. Robert Smith (L) by Herbert Terry.

Andrea Livingston and Lorne Livingston reaffirmed 
their wedding vows at family reunion.

PERPETUATING THE LEGACY OF THE
AUGUSTA (GUS) AND SARAH BURNS TERRY FAMILY

and
SALUTING BLACK HISTORY MONTH AND

THE LEGACY OF
 PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

Gus and Sarah Terry
Family Reunion

Jackson Hilton Hotel ◊ 1001 E. County Line Road 
July 17-19, 2015 ◊ Jackson, Miss.

“Love keeps the family Together”
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Mississippi State’s African 
American Studies program is 
continuing its 10th anniver-
sary celebration with a special 
Wednesday [March 1] panel 
discussion.

Taking place at 6 p.m. in his-
toric Lee Hall’s Bettersworth 
Auditorium, “James Meredith 
and the March Against Fear” 
will feature U.S. Air Force vet-
eran James Meredith and fel-
low activists Flonzie Brown-
Wright and Hollis Watkins 
who participated in the major 
1966 Civil Rights Movement 
demonstration.

In addition to the College 
of Arts and Sciences’ African 
American Studies program, the 
panel discussion is supported 
by the university’s Office of 
Public Affairs and the James 
Worth Bagley College of En-
gineering’s Office of Diversity 
Programs and Student Devel-
opment.

The panel will be moderated 
by MSU Associate Professor of 
History Jason Morgan Ward, 
author of “Hanging Bridge: 

Racial Violence and America’s 
Civil Rights Century” (Oxford 
University Press, 2016).

Also making remarks dur-
ing the evening program will 
be Aram Goudsouzian, Uni-
versity of Memphis history 
department chair and author of 
“Down to the Crossroads: Civil 
Rights, Black Power, and the 
Meredith March Against Fear” 

(Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 
2014).

A Kosciusko native, Mer-
edith became the first African 
American admitted to the Uni-
versity of Mississippi in 1962. 
On June 5, 1966, Meredith 
started the “March Against 
Fear,” a solo march from Mem-
phis, Tennessee, to Jackson, 
Mississippi, to increase aware-

ness of civil rights violations 
in the Magnolia State. He was 
shot on the second day of the 
march and unable to continue.

Major civil rights organi-
zations resumed the march. 
Along with Martin Luther 
King Jr., community organiz-
ers Brown-Wright and Watkins 
were among those who aided 
the march.

A Jackson community or-
ganizer who inspired “March 
Against Fear” participants by 
singing freedom songs, Wat-
kins became the first Missis-
sippi youth to join the 1961 
Voting Rights Project of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinat-
ing Committee.

Based in Canton, Brown-
Wright provided shelter and 

food to King and other “March 
Against Fear” participants. She 
became the first black woman 
to hold elected office in Mis-
sissippi when she was named a 
Madison County election com-
missioner in 1968.

Meredith later rejoined the 
marchers in Jackson, where 
he walked alongside King and 
other civil rights leaders.

Along the way, civil rights 
activist Stokely Carmichael 
uttered the phrase “Black Pow-
er,” which became a national 
slogan following the march.

For more information, con-
tact LaShundra Townsend, 
African American Studies ad-
ministrative assistant, at 662-
325-0587 and ltownsend@aas.
msstate.edu.

Part of the College of Arts 
and Sciences, MSU’s African 
American Studies program of-
fers courses leading to a minor 
in African American Studies. 

For more, visit www.aas.ms-
state.edu.

MSU is Mississippi’s leading 
university, available online at 
www.msstate.edu.

MSU African American Studies hosts 
‘James Meredith and the March Against Fear’

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Meredith Brown-Wright Watkins
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PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON

Obama visits Mississippi before and 
after his historic election
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Youth at New Hope Baptist Church 
contributed to the church’s Sixth An-
nual Back in the Day Celebration 
of Black History, February 16. The 
theme, “Youth Heritage Night: Com-
mitted to Moving Forward,” proved 
timely for the occasion. Historical 
accounts of African-American cul-
ture were addressed extensively.

Interim Superintendent of Jackson 
Public School System, Freddrick 
Murray, said during his greetings 
that it was incumbent upon the youth 
to expand their knowledge of tradi-
tional names to “learn of all who’ve 
made significant contributions to 
African-American culture.” 

Jackson, Miss. native, Carl B. 
Mack who now resides in Fort Wash-
ington, Md., was the guest speaker. 
He marveled at Murray’s comment 
and said, “We must expose our chil-
dren to our brilliance.” Afterwards, 
he loaded the packed audience with 
historical knowledge.

Swiftly moving from the podium 
to establish identification, Mack de-
livered a feisty power point presenta-
tion as he walked with ease among 
the crowd. Calling forth children and 
asking a series of questions pertain-
ing to African-American history, the 
speaker reminded them that knowl-
edge is power.

He explained that adults were 
responsible for the youth’s lack of 
knowledge and praised the youth for 
answering a few questions correctly. 

While sharing factual material, he 
argued, “Jefferson Davis and five 
others put a value proposition on us 
in the injection of subjugation. They 

said we must commit to degradation 
to the loss of property worth $4 bil-
lion or we would have to leave the 
union.”

Mack, a member of the Board of 
Directors of Society of Automo-
tive Engineers (SAE Foundation), 
presented his argument for repa-
rations. “Jefferson Davis and his 
boys said we [African Americans] 
were worth $4,000,000,000,000. 
From his calculation, the engi-
neer concluded, “America owes 
$35,462,959,219,049.53. I want the 
53 cents.”

Trailing a series of recordings, the 
dynamic orator elaborated on the 
death of Crispus Attucks, Jefferson 
Davis’ advocacy of the institution 
of slavery; Frederick Douglass’ re-
taliation against slavery; Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson’s contribution of Black 
History Week, contributions of Mal-
colm X, the removal of the Confed-
erate flag by South Carolina’s 116th 
Governor, Nikki Haley and the de-
termination of Mississippi’s 64th 
Governor Phil Bryant, to fly the Con-

federate flag. Backing up his claims, 
Mack warned his listeners to pay at-
tention to subliminal messages that 
distort African-American history.

New Hope’s pastor, the Rev. Dr. 
Jerry Young, commented: “Thank 
God for this brother. Those who are 
not aware of their history will always 
be children. You can’t grow up with-
out your history.” The minister con-
cluded that the race must be inspired 
to go out and do great things.

Youth from The Mississippi 
School for the Deaf did an expres-
sive performance of the original song 
adapted into a poem “Hey Black 
Child,” by Useni Eugene Perkins. 

New Hope’s teen choir wooed the 
audience with the song, “King Jesus 
is A Listening When You Pray,” by 
an anonymous author.

The Callaway Singers, directed 
by Tamara Myles, soulfully sang “O 
Domine Jesu Christe,” by G. P. Pal-
estrina; “We Shall Walk Through the 
Valley in Peace,” by Moses Hogan; 
“Ain’t No Windin in the Road,” by 
Greg Gilpin; and “The Lord Bless 

You and Keep You,” by Peter C. Lut-
kin.

Following the event, Flonzie 
Brown-Wright, program coordinator, 
injected: “I was absolutely captivated 
by Dr. Mack’s knowledge of differ-
ent periods of history…He clearly 
demonstrated how blacks are mini-
mized in different facets of history. I 
was also impressed with his magnifi-
cent and electrifying delivery as well 
as his interaction with the youth. His 
reputation preceded him as a phe-
nomenal speaker, but to actually hear 
him speak superseded his reputation.

New Hope Baptist Church’s Back 
in the Day Celebration will conclude 
Thursday, February 23. The church  
is located at 5202 Watkins Drive in 
Jackson. Featured artists will be na-
tional and international gospel leg-
ends, song writers and producers: the 
award winning Cynthia G. Palmer 
and Paul Porter.

For inquiries, contact Flonzie 
Brown-Wright, coordinator at 
flonziebrownwright@att.net or call 
937-470-0627.

Youth Heritage Night at 
New Hope Baptist Church
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Gisele Gentry, director of New Hope Baptist Church’s teen choir, listens as they sing “King Jesus is A Listening 
When You Pray.” PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
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The Watoto Children’s Choir, 
a group of 18 orphans from 
Uganda, will continue its six-
month U.S. tour in Jackson at 
Wells United Methodist Satur-
day, March, 4 at 6 p.m. featur-
ing a brand new concert, Signs 
& Wonders. The performance is  
free and open to the public.

The concert will also feature 
worship songs that share the 
stories of the children and their 
joy. They will share stories of 
how their lives changed and 
how they have been called into 
a life of purpose to transform 
their communities.

Since 1994, the children’s 
choirs have traveled the world 
sharing the plight of Africa’s 
orphaned children. Each child 
in the choir has suffered the 
loss of one or both of their par-
ents but they have been rescued 
and now live in a Watoto vil-
lage. Watoto is a holistic child-
care solution initiated to serve 
the dire needs of the people of 
Africa.

Abandoned at a hospital in 
Kampala, Esther Kahangi was 
rescued by Watoto as a prema-
ture baby and spent her first 
weeks in critical care. Now, she 
is a healthy, joyful 8-year-old 
who is currently touring with 
the choir.

“I am excited to be a part of 
Signs & Wonders,” said Kahan-
gi. “I know that I am a wonder 
because I am chosen by God as 
His child.”

“What an extraordinary ex-
perience it is to see the Watoto 
Children’s Choir,” said Brian 
Houston, senior pastor of Hill-
song Church. “It lights up the 
place to see these beautiful 
kids, and when you hear their 
stories and learn about where 
they have come from, you can’t 
help but think of all God has 
done.”

For a complete choir tour 

schedule, please visit www.
watoto.com/choir.

About the Watoto Children’s 
Choir

Since 1994, the Watoto Chil-
dren’s Choirs have toured the 
world annually as advocates for 
the 18 million African children 
currently orphaned by AIDS. 
The experience of traveling in 
a choir helps the children to de-
velop confidence and boldness, 
as well as broadening their 
worldview.

The choirs have performed 
before presidents and royalty 
in the White House, Bucking-
ham Palace, the United Na-
tions and many other national 
parliaments. The choir has also 
performed at the Queen’s Dia-
mond Jubilee Pageant in the 
UK and is featured on Chris 

Tomlin’s album, “Hello, Love.”
About Watoto Child Care 

Ministry
In 1994, Watoto Church 

founded Watoto Child Care 
Ministry, Inc., an international 
holistic care program that was 
initiated as a response to the 
overwhelming number of or-
phaned and vulnerable children 
and women in Uganda. It is po-
sitioned to rescue individuals 
and raise each one as a leader 
in their chosen sphere of life 
so that they in turn will rebuild 
their nation.

The model involves physi-
cal care, medical intervention 
including HIV/AIDS treatment,  
formal and vocational educa-
tion, counseling and emotional 
well-being as well as moral and 
spiritual discipleship.

Mississippi Link Newswire

Watoto Children’s Choir travels from 
Africa with inspiring new production

Bella

Emmanuel
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Higgins High School of 
Clarksdale served for years 
as top venue for concerts by 
famous recording artists in-
cluding native stars from the 
Clarksdale area: Sam Cooke 
and the Soul Stirrers, Ike and 
Tina Turner, the Staple Singers 
and the like.

I ventured inside historic 
Higgins Academy for the Arts 
and International Studies for 
the first time in 60 years Feb. 
6, 2017. Yes, it has been six de-
cades since I saw Sam Cooke 
and the Soul Stirrers before he 
launched his solo popular music 
career. The place has changed. 
Times have changed....

The original Higgins High 
School opened on 1749 Chest-
nut Street in Clarksdale for the 
1951-52 academic year. It was 
named for Wallace A. Higgins a 
1930 graduate of Jackson Col-

lege now Jackson State Univer-
sity. Higgins was a bigger than 
life college educated adminis-
trator in a time when Missis-
sippi had a white school system 
and a “colored” school system. 
Colored teachers were not re-
quired to be college educated. 
They could only teach colored 
students.

The Higgins High School 
building itself had an anomaly; 
an indoor gymnasium. It was 
the second indoor facility for 
basketball at a colored high 
school in the state, with Alex-
ander High of Brookhaven be-
ing the first. Colored basketball 
teams played outdoors usually 
on packed earth courts, occa-
sionally on cement but never on 
parquet.

A.A. Alexander and Wallace 
A. Higgins, two school prin-
cipals who were once Jackson 
College football teammates, 
were the first to figure out how 

colored schools could build 
gyms. Others followed their 
lead across the state. How-
ever, in a 50 mile radius, Hig-
gins High had “the” indoor 
venue for colored concerts in 
the 1950s. Eventually, adjacent 
Georgia Oliver School would 
be constructed with a more suit-
able auditorium.

The concerts moved next 
door until integration allowed 
use of the Clarksdale City Au-
ditorium.

There were 20,000 residents 
in Clarksdale as recently as 
1960. The surrounding planta-
tions and smaller towns, vil-
lages, hamlets, etc. had another 
20,000. At least 80 percent were 
black. Thus, on a given Satur-
day night, Issaquena Avenue 
and Fourth Street in Clarksdale 
was the epicenter of blackness.

That epicenter moved to 
the gym-turned auditorium of 
Higgins High School for chit-

lin circuit gospel and rhythm 
and blues concerts during the 
harvest season or early cot-
ton chopping season. Twice 
per year, blacks had expend-
able money: in spring and fall. 
Twice per year, there were big 
time chitlin circuit concerts at 
Higgins.

Nowadays, inside the audito-
rium, visitors’ bleachers have 
replaced the stage. The upstairs 
or balcony seats are still intact. 
Basketball goals still hang at 
each end of the refurbished 
gym floor. Students taking gym 
classes are seemingly unaware 
of the holy ground upon which 
they tread. Their teachers, like-
wise are oblivious to the rich 
history underfoot. Did anybody 
know? Did anybody care?

Sitting where I used to sit for 
concerts, I could almost hear 
Mavis Staples’ deep baritone 
rendition of “An Uncloudy 
Day,” Sam Cooke’s “Be With 

Me Jesus,” and Ike and Tina’s 
“Proud Mary.” Yes, the Soul 
Man, Early Wright, a popular 
DJ of WROX radio, was as al-
ways the consummate emcee. 
This was the spot.

A visit with the current build-
ing principal was revealing. 
She is white, fixated on raising 
test scores and according to ob-
servers, is doing a fantastic job. 
Yet, one wonders if she is in the 
least way aware of the auditori-
um’s rich history. Probably not.

In March 2016, I arranged 
for a reception honoring the 
2015-2016 Miss Jackson State 
University to be held at the 
school. Her name is Charence 
Higgins, the granddaughter of 
the man for whom the school is 
named. Wallace A. Higgins (the 
husband of Mayne Pendleton 
Higgins). Charence was well-
received but there was some-
thing eerily omnipresent, a lack 
of true appreciation, a lack of 

true understanding.
That same feeling pervaded 

as I tried futilely to share my 
passionate obsession and rev-
erence for Higgins with gym 
teachers and two custodians 
who had time to listen. Every-
body else was too busy teach-
ing, coordinating or accommo-
dating students. Surely, that’s 
the way it should be and I was 
impressed. Yet, I wanted to 
reminisce....

I left the building feeling vio-
lated, unfulfilled. This is where 
I once dreamed of being. This is 
where I saw the most influential 
school motto “Today the diffi-
cult, tomorrow the impossible.” 
This is where countless cotton 
field singers, small group sing-
ers and star wannabes yearned 
to be opening acts for the real 
stars. Now, it’s just a gym, an 
auditorium, a ubiquitous relic 
relegated to fading memories. 
Shame, shame, shame!

BLACK HISTORY

Higgins High School in Clarksdale, Miss.
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Dr. Hilliard Lackey
Guest Writer

A Black History Observation

Mississippi Job Corps Center

L-R Standing: Rene’ Menogan, RN, MSN, OCN Supervisor Hematology, Dan Daivs, CO-Business Community 
Liaison, and  Bennie Brown, Work Base Learning Coordinator. Seated: Yolanda McCarty, LPN Health Occupa-
tions Instructor

The Mississippi Job Corps Center is proud of its new partnership with the Hematology Clinic at the University Medical 
Center Cancer Institute. MsJCC students will job shadow Nursing and CNA staff weekly at the Cancer Institute and 
University Medical Center. By job shadowing, our students will learn more about the Health Occupations Field.



CLASSIFIED

Help Wanted
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!

Unique Dedicated Fleet! 
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, 
Full Benefits! 1yr Class-A CDL 

Call: 1-855-856-7985
2/23/2017

Esquire Pallet Practitioner
Counselor, Advisor, Personal Protection

Real Estate Consultant, Yard Work

Donation-Rated
Bonuses, Incentives, References Available

Call:
James Courtney Scott, Esq.

601 566-5281
3811 W. Northside Dr.
Jackson, MS  39209

2/23/2017

Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent

B6 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comFEBRUARY 23 - MARCH 1, 2017

LEGAL

Public Notice
 
All interested public and private transit and paratransit operators within  Hinds, 
County, are hereby advised that the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation is applying 
to the Mississippi Department of Transportation, Jackson, Mississippi, for a grant 
under Section 5310 of the Federal Public Transportation Act, as amended, to pro-
vide transportation services to elderly and disabled persons. These services will 
be beyond those required by the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Service is being 
provided within Hinds, County.  This program consists of existing services with no 
environmental impact, and no relocation resulting from the project.

The purpose of this notice is to advise all interested parties, including transit and 
paratransit operators, of the service being planned for providing transportation 
services for persons with disabilities within the area as described above, and to 
ensure that such a program would not represent a duplication of current or of 
proposed services provided by existing transit or paratransit operators in the area.

Comments either for or against this service will be received at any time within 15 
days from the date of this notice.  All comments should be addressed to The Jack-
son Medical Mall Foundation at 601-982-8467.

2/16/2017 2/23/2017

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
NEW ENTERPRISE WEBISITE: DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT, 

HOSTING, AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

PROJECT 016-17
FEBRUARY 22, 2017

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (“Pro-
posal”) from web design professionals (“Consultant”) to provide website de-
sign, website application development/programming, training, technical sup-
port, hosting, and content migration services in support of publishing a new 
enterprise website (“Services”) to replace the current JMAA.com website.

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA, 
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International 
Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. 
Central Daylight-Saving Time on April 6, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request for 
Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of 
JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General 
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and 
Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the Informa-
tion for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s 
Procurement Specialist, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 360-8610
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/

Based on the Proposals received, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) 
Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. 
JMAA will initiate negotiations with the Respondent ranked first on the list. If 
such negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfac-
tory to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the 
first-ranked Respondent and follow the same process with the other Respon-
dents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters 
into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Submission Conference at 10:00 a.m. Central Standard 
Time on March 9, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, 
at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers Interna-
tional Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS  39208. Attendance at the 
Pre-Bid Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested in submit-
ting Proposals as a Prime Consultant for the Services and persons seeking 
opportunities to provide work as a Sub-Consultant.  The benefits of atten-
dance include networking opportunities between Prime Consultant and Sub-
Consultants, as well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be 
published to interested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Submission 
Conference; and a detailed review of the scope of work.  No additional confer-
ences or meetings will be scheduled.

JMAA reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, 
any time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA 
to perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregulari-
ties in the selection process.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 25% for the Services so-
licited by this RFP.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

2/23/2017  3/2/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/30/2017, for:

RE: GS# 203-055 Underground Utilities Project 
 East Central Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents 
may be obtained from:

Professional: Schultz & Wynne, P.A. 
Address:     Post Office Box 16074
  4523 Office Park Drive
  Jackson, Mississippi 39236-6074
Phone:  601-982-3313
Email:                   contact@watkins-ogwynn.com

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau 
of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the 
right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Tele-
phones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management

2/23/2017, 3/2/2017

LEGAL

Advertisement for RFPs 

RFP 2017-03 Four Year Contract for Student 
Transportation Services

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfps will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) March 23, 2017, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid confer-
ence concerning the project will be held at Enochs, 101 Dennis Holloway 
Drive, Jackson, MS 39203 at 10:00 A.M. on March 06, 2017.  Attendance 
at the pre-bid conference is mandatory. The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold 
the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days from the 
date rfps are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be 
obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling 
(601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address or 
downloaded from our Jackson Public School District website at  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.  

2/23/2017, 3/2/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESER-
VATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016, AT 12:00 
P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF 
THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS

     A. NEW BUSINESS

1. CASE NO. 2017-11, REQUEST BY: CHARLES WARDEN TO 
MAKE EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS TO REPLACE WOODEN WIN-
DOWS WITH ALUMINUM WINDOWS, PAINT, REPAIR ROOF 
WHERE ITS NEEDED AND CLOSE IN RAFTER AROUND HOME 
AT 1121 N. LAMAR STREET, LOCATED IN THE FARISH STREET 
HISTORIC DISTRICT.

2. CASE NO. 2017-12, REQUEST BY: WALT WOFFORD TO RE-
PLACE A DORMER WINDOW, REPLACE SIDING, ADD A TPO 
ROOF, AND REPURPOSE ORIGINAL WINDOW SASHES  AT 
1331 SAINT MARY STREET  , LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HIS-
TORICAL DISTRICT.

3. CASE NO. 2017-13, REQUEST BY: ED HARTMAN TO ADD A 
3’ PICKET FENCE IN FRONT OF HOUSE AND ADD A 12’ X 14’ 
ROOF OVER GRILLING AREA IN THE REAR OF THE HOUSE 
AT 1004 EUCLID AVE, LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC 
DISTRICT. 

II. OTHER  ITEMS
III. ADJOURN

2/16/2017, 2/23/2017
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For a FREE brochure call: 
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but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®
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DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit
1-855-584-8517
www.dental50plus.com/mspress

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)

6096C                                                                     MB16-NM001Gc

www.dental50plus.com/mspress
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P150OK; TN: P150TN)

6096C                                                                     MB16-NM001Gc

www.dental50plus.com/mspress

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of thistype. Contact 

Physicians Mutual
Dental Insurance
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED! Learn to
drive for Stevens Transport! NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! New drivers can earn
$900+ per week! PAID CDL TRAINING?
Stevens covers all costs! 1-866-861-
1323. drive4stevens.com
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop smoking
with TBX-FREE! Clinically proven & FDA
Approved!  More effective than patch or
gum! Fast acting – No Side Effects.  88%
success rate! Just $1.67 per day!  Call
844-359-8767

FUNERALS CAN BE VERY EXPENSIVE.
Can your loved ones afford it? Protect
them with Final Expense Insurance. Call
today to learn more: 800-614-1908

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL 1-800-319-2526

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. Lock in 2-Year
Price Guarantee ($50/month) w/AT&T
Wireless. Over 145 Channels PLUS
Popular Movie Networks for Three
Months, No Cost! Call 1- 800-215-6713
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING available at discounted group rate
for your ad to run in approximately 100
Mississippi newspapers. One Call - One
Order - One Payment. Convenient
Service - Great Results! To place your ad
call Sue at 601-981-3060.

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893

STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

H e a l t h  &  We l l n e s s

A d o p t i o n

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

I n s u r a n c e

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Week of February 19, 2017

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Advertise
Your Product or Service

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words.....$210
1 col. x 2 inch.......$525
1 col. x 3 inch.......$785
1 col. x 4 inch.....$1050

******
Nationwide Placement

Available

******

Digital Advertising 
Available starting at

$699 statewide.

******
Call Sue at

MS Press Services
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

An Advertiser’s Best Friend?
NEWSPAPERS!

8 out of 10 read ‘em!
Shouldn’t your business ad be 
where everybody is looking?

Mississippians cite newspapers 

as the advertising source they rely on most, making the paper 

Mississippi’s #1 local advertising source!

Regional Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100
Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

One Contact  - One Order - One Payment 

Mississippi Press Services
To advertise, call: Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

An Advertiser’s Best Friend?
NEWSPAPERS!

8 out of 10 read ‘em!
Shouldn’t your business ad be 
where everybody is looking?

Mississippians cite newspapers 

as the advertising source they rely on most, making the paper 

Mississippi’s #1 local advertising source!

Regional Rates:
Approximately 30 newspapers per region.

2 column x 2 inch - 1 region = $450
2 column x 4 inch - 1 region = $900
2 column x 6 inch - 1 region = $1350

3 column x 10.5 inch - 1 region - starting at $2100
Mississippi Statewide and Out of State Rates Available.

One Contact  - One Order - One Payment 

Mississippi Press Services
To advertise, call: Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060

3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6
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WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION 
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR 
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 
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Metro area basketball teams having 
big impact on state championship

Coach Orsmond Jordan Jr. with Callaway star Malik Newman
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Iconic coach legend succumbs

The road to the Big House has 
many travelers right now. Soon it 
will be only a select few who will 
dodge roadblocks, potholes, and 
any other road deterrent.

Several metro area schools are 
in good position.

On the girls’ side, Jim Hill and 
Murrah both are district champi-
ons and received a first round bye. 
Both will be hosting home games 
Friday.

Jim Hill will be hosting Ocean 
Springs who defeated Meridian 
Monday.

Murrah will be hosting North-
west Rankin. Northwest Rankin 
won an overtime thriller 47 to 42 
over perennial power Horn Lake.

Terry defeated Gulfport in Terry 
Monday and travels to St. Martin 
for a Friday matchup. Mississippi 
State signee, Nyah Tate, led the 
team with 21 points. 

Brandon’s Lady Bulldogs won 
Monday over D’Iberville and must 
now travel to Harrison Central this 
Friday.

Lanier took care of Oxford 
Monday 49 to 37 setting up a Fri-
day game in Clarksdale.

Germantown surprised some 
winning Monday over Center hill. 
That win positions them for a big 
game Friday in Neshoba Central.

Provine’s Lady Rams, led by 
Jakia Harper’s 25 points, defeated 
Gautier. Provine travels down 
south to Hattiesburg for their sec-
ond round matchup.

Ridgeland took care of New 
Hope and must face defending 
champion, Holmes County Central 
in Lexington Friday.

Canton will travel to West Point 
Friday after defeating Lewisburg 
Monday.

These games look to be highly 
competitive in the girls’ bracket. 
Emotions will be high. Teams 
committing the fewest mistakes 
usually win in the playoffs.

For the boys, Callaway, Jim Hill, 
Murrah all positioned themselves 
for a first round bye, by winning 
their district championship.

Callaway will have a familiar 
opponent Saturday night as the 
Clinton Arrows roll into their gym. 
Clinton is thought to be a danger-
ous team. With a true big man and 
good guard play, the Arrows pres-
ent problems.

Jim Hill will entertain the Bran-
don Bulldogs. Brandon is ranked 
in the top 5 in the state.  This could 
potentially be the best matchup of 
the Saturday games. People have 
continually taken Jim Hill lightly 

to their own detriment. The Tigers 
hustle and play good defense.

Murrah’s boys, like their girls, 
will host Northwest Rankin. Be-
cause both squads have the same 
opponent, they will play Friday 
night with the girls instead of Sat-
urday.

Forest Hill won Tuesday over 
Biloxi. Next up for them is a trip to 
George County.

Provine defeated Pascagoula 
Tuesday night. The Rams have 
been under the radar, but Picayune 
should know better than to take 
them lightly Saturday.

Canton will host Oxford Sat-
urday night. The Tigers surprised 
some by winning their district 
tournament. With the big man in 

the middle, they’re in every game.
Holmes County Central travels 

to New Hope Saturday. The Jags 
took care of Center Hill Tuesday.  

Raymond’s boys defeated Pon-
totoc Tuesday. Although they’re 
not in the metro area, they have 
metro area connections.

Mendenhall, coached by Stan 
Speech, former Jim Hill coach and 
alum, are having a great season. 
They took care of Purvis Tuesday 
and will play Vancleave Saturday.

Florence defeated Moss Point 
and will host Newton County Sat-
urday.  

Several teams are in position for 
a short drive to high street in the 
coming weeks. Who can pull it 
off? Expectations are high.

Before there was coach TJ Bil-
lups, before coach Wayne Brent, 
before coach Luther Riley, there 
was coach Orsmond Jordan Jr. 
Short in stature, tall in resume’. 
Coach Jordan coached for 38 
years.

Jordan is the only coach with 
a national championship on his 
belt. His 1964 Lanier high school 
basketball team went 43 & 0.  

Let’s start from the beginning 
if you will. Prior to torment-
ing opposing coaches on the 
sidelines, Jordan was a stand-
out basketball player at Alcorn 
State University. He scored 1124 
points collegiately from 1951 
to 1955. Alcorn inducted him 
into the Alcorn State University 
Sports Hall of Fame.

1956 is the starting point for 
Jordan’s career on the bench. 
Fresh out of Alcorn, Jordan was 
hired as the head coach for East 
Flora High School. He coached 

there until 1961. 1962, Jordan  
was hired at Lanier High School.  

In 1964, Jordan guided a tal-
ented Bulldogs team to a per-
fect 43 & 0 record culminating 
with not a state championship, 
but a national championship. In 
1967, he took the head coaching 
job at Brinkley High School. To 
the young readers of this article, 
yes that is correct; there was a 
Brinkley HIGH school. They 
may only know Brinkley Middle 
School.

After coaching only two sea-
sons at Brinkley, Jordan would 
arrive at his final coaching desti-
nation, Murrah High School.

From 1970 to 1994, Jordan pa-
trolled the sidelines in legendary 
fashion, coaching some of the 
best high school players in Mis-
sissippi history. Lindsey Hunter, 
Jesse Pate, Kenny O’Bannon, 
Ronnie Henderson, Othello 
Harrington, Ricky Short, James 
Robinson, Knovin Hamilton 
and Donnal Allen are the names 

people immediately speak of and 
deservedly so.

In his 24 year tenure at Mur-
rah, Jordan won four state cham-
pionships, finished with over 30 
wins in a season three times, was 
named coach of the year four 
times by the Clarion Ledger.

His last state champion-
ship came in 1992 when Mur-
rah had their “Big 3” – Othella 
Harrington, who would go on 
to play in the NBA for over 10 
years, Ronnie Henderson and 
Jessie Pate. The trio was devas-
tating and brought Jordan his last 
championship by completing the 
season 36 & 1. They also won in 
1991.

During his entire coaching ca-
reer, Jordan amassed over 700 
wins – 14 seasons of 20 wins or 
more, four seasons of 30 wins, 
and one 40 win season.

He coached seven All Ameri-
cans, five Mississippi Player of 
the year winners, 8 professional 
basketball players and three Mc-

Donalds All Americans.
The outpouring from not only 

Murrah High School supporters, 
but nationally has been tremen-
dous. A slew of former players 
expressed their sadness via so-
cial media.

Along with their sadness, they 
shared some of Jordan’s quotes.
Wayne Brent, Jackson State’s 
current men’s basketball coach 
gave a moving tribute on face-
book on how Jordan inspired him 
to be the coach he has become.

The legend has passed on, but 
his legacy will live forever.

Orsmond Jordan Jr. was mar-
ried to Marion Imogene Clark 
Jodan, a retired JPS educa-
tor. They had two children: son 
Ronald, daughter Monica Horhn 
Grant and one grandson, Justin 
Horhn.

Funeral services will be held 
at 11 a.m. Thursday, February 
23, 2017, at New Hope Baptist 
Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jack-
son, MS 39206.

Courtland Johnson dunks.  PHOTOS BY TIM WARD

Eric Thorton of Murrah Sabrina White of Jim Hill

Nya Irvin of Murrah

By Tim Ward
chopitupsports.com

By Tim Ward
chopitupsports.com
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February 23 - 28, 2017

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$279

FRESH

SIRLOIN 
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

99¢

3  LBS.  OR  MORE  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$199

PILLSBURY

GRANDS  BISCUITS
10.2  OZ.  CANS ............................. 

5/$5
KRAFT  

CHUNK  CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  ................................... 

2/$5
SIMPLY  

BREAKFAST
DRINKS
ORANGE,  GRAPEFRUIT,  APPLE
1.75  LTR.  BTL.  ............................ 

$349 

SELECT  VARIETIES

FRESH  FROZEN
VEGETABLES
22 - 28  OZ. ................................. 

2/$4
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

FROZEN  
POTATOES
EXTRA  CRISPY  SHOESTRING,  
POTATO PUFFS,  SEASONED  FRIES,  
SWEET  POTATO  FRIES,  2  LB. .............  

2/$4
ASSORTED  TOPPINGS

TOTINO'S
PIZZAS
9.8 - 10.9  OZ.  ................ 

10/$10 

piggly wiggly

IDAHO  BAKING  POTATOES
LBS.

2/$1

FRESH  EXPRESS  
SALADS

AMERICAN / ITALIAN,  9 - 11  OZ.

$169

FRESH

FRYER  
DRUMSTICKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

79¢

RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
5  LB.  BAG

$349

ASSORTED  KRAFT

CHUNK
CHEESE

8  OZ.

2/$5

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

CHOICE  BEEF

TOP  SIRLOIN
STEAK

PER  LB.

$399
COUNTRY  PLEASIN

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

14  OZ.

$349

FRESH

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$279
GWALTNEY

SLICED
BACON

12  OZ.  PKG.

2/$5

FRESH  TURKEY

NECKS  OR
WINGS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

79¢
OSCAR  MAYER

SLICED
BOLOGNA

REG.,  THICK,  THIN,  12  OZ.

2/$3


