
Jason Bolin, 30, is a progres-
sive young black. He is a man 
with a profession filled with 
hopes and dreams and aspirations 
to go further in life. He thinks 
about how he can help others to 
become unselfish, sharing, pay-
ing it forward while maintining a 
focus on family values.

Meeting Bolin dispels the 
myth that some young black men 
are in crisis mode, either on their 
way to jail or subject to being 
shot down on the streets.

At the Fondren Fashion House, 
310 Mitchell Avenue, Bolin talk-
ed freely about the path he has 
taken as a celebrity fashion styl-
ist and visual expert. He said he 
has his “everyday people” and 
his “celebrity” people.

“I work with my everyday 
people, getting them styled and 
revamping their wardrobes. I 
help them clean out their closets 
while getting them ready for the 
do’s and don’t’s of fashion.

“Then I have my celebrities 
whom I work with most of the 
time to make sure their ward-
robes are together for a red car-
pet appearance, a performance 
or whatever their needs may 
be.”

Bolin is Mississippi born and 
educated. He attended Alcorn 
University to pursue a degree 
in advanced technology. His 
family’s calling for him was to 
design and build homes, but he 
said he always wanted to be with 
the stars. His parents, Billy and 
Gloria Bolin, discouraged him 
from going into the entertain-
ment business. So he did the next 
best thing, which was to “dress 
the stars.”

Al Ricardo Jefferson is a 
Black History maker, born and 
raised in Mississippi. He uses his 
stardom and financial success in 
the NBA to make a difference in  
his home state state.

He took time out of his busy 
schedule to host the 2nd annual 
Community Service Week in 
his hometown of Prentiss. The 
week-long event, which was 
held at the same gym Jefferson 
played high school hoops, in-
cluded charity basketball clin-
ics and the distribution of over 
$80,000 worth of food and sup-
plies to needy families.

Jefferson is the starting power 
forward for the NBA’s Utah Jazz. 
Born Jan. 4, 1985 in Monticello, 
Miss., he was at home in Prentiss 
during the 2013 NBA All-Star 
Weekend. 

He attended Prentiss High 
School and excelled as a bas-
ketball player. He averaged 42.6 
points, 18 rebounds and 7 blocks 
per game during his senior year, 
drawing the attention of college 
coaches and NBA scouts around 
the country. Jefferson decided to 
by-pass college and was drafted 
by the Boston Celtics as the 15th 
overall pick of the 2004 NBA 

Draft.
Jefferson’s father was killed 

in a work-related accident when 
he was a young boy, leaving 
his mother to raise him alone. 
He had grown to 6’4” tall as an 
eighth-grader and began playing 
basketball. 

Due to the strong influence 
of basketball and with a strong 
support system around him, in-
cluding his mother Laura, grand-
mother Gladys and several other 
family members, Jefferson was 
able to avoid the trouble that he 
had gotten into as a youngster.
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Several local politicians and 
dignitaries attended the 15th an-
nual Black History month program 
at Lester Elementary School on 
Valentine’s Day. Jackson Public 
School Superintendent Cedrick 
Gray was also in attendance. 

Senator Hillman Frazier, guest 
speaker for the morning event, said 
“I have never seen so many politi-
cians in one setting at one time -  
when it was not about running for 
office.” As the audience laughed 
Frazier said the special attendance 
was a result of the good things that 

were going on at Lester.
The school auditorium was 

filled to capacity at 9 a.m. as stu-
dents and teachers showcased their 
various talents. Fifth grade student 
Monterriio Luckett served as pro-
gram guide. Kindergarten student 
Kemourin Lewis held the mic 
with steady hands as he sang “It’s 
Another Day’s Journey.” The wel-
come was given by second grader 
Timothy Lewis, the pledge was 
lead by first grader J’Naya Taylor 
and fifth grader Janiya Harris intro-
duced Frazier as the guest speaker.

Frazier started his message by 
asking who could define segrega-

tion? He was very pleased when 
Imani Gibbs, a fourth grader, who 
also gave the occasion, explained 
that segregation was when black 
people could only live in certain 
parts of town. It was a perfect re-
sponse to what he was about to tell 
the young students. 

His subject was “Yesterday.” He 
shared with the students how he had 
grown up in south Jackson where 
there were only two schools: one 
was Martin Elementary and the oth-
er was George Elementary. He said 
George was the school for the white 
children and Martin was the school 
for the black children. He recalled 

MEDGAR EVERS
Topping the list of legendary Mis-

sissippi African Americans who im-
pacted the lives of all Americans is 
Medgar Evers. A tribute to Evers in 
the context of his impact on the life 
of Marian Wright Eldeman can be 
found on page 15 in this issue of The 
Mississippi Link.

A very special note regarding 
Evers is the naval ship named in 
his honor commissioned by former 
Mississippi Gov. Ray Mabus, who 
is now Secretary of the Navy. Ma-
bus announced Oct. 9, 2009, that 
the newest Lewis and Clark-class 
dry cargo/ammunition ship (T-AKE) 
would be named USNS Medgar 
Evers. 

Mabus made the announcement 

during a Jackson State University 
speaking engagement. Evers’ wid-
ow, Myrlie Evers-Williams, related 
in the naming ceremony that Mabus 
once promised to honor her hus-
band’s memory and now has kept his 
word.

The announcement stated, “Con-
tinuing the Lewis and Clark-class 
tradition of honoring legendary pio-
neers and explorers, the Navy’s new-
est underway replenishment ship 
recognizes civil rights activist Med-
gar Evers (1925-1963) who forever 
changed race relations in America. 

“At a time when our country was 
wrestling to end segregation and ra-
cial injustice, Evers led efforts to se-
cure the right to vote for all African 

Vying to fill the unexpired 
term of the late Senator Al-
ice Harden, Marshand Crisler 
and Sollie Norwood faced off 
at New Horizon Church Inter-
national Monday, Feb 18, to a 
small crowd of supporters and 
interested voters.

With three years left on a four-
year term, nearly 60,000 voters 
in portions of West and South 
Jackson will decide who will 
represent District 28 when they go 
back to the polls Tuesday, Feb. 26, 
for a runoff election.

The candidates faced tough ques-
tions from the audience that ranged 
in scope from charter schools, the 
expansion of Medicaid, the rela-
tionship between municipal gov-
ernment and state government to 
federal funds. 

Crisler, a former Jackson City 
councilman, received 25 percent 
of the votes that were cast Feb 5. 
Norwood, a former Jackson Public 
Schools Board of Trustee member, 

received 22.5 percent. According to 
unofficial returns, only about 2,789 
voters participated in the election.

Both candidates have similar 
views on the infrastructural needs in 
the city of Jackson and both support 
a local optional sales tax as a means 
of generating funds to pay for it. 

Both candidates said they would 
not support a measure for charter 
schools but would rather insist on 
fully funding Mississippi’s Ad-
equate Education Program.

Attorney Tara Walker, Attorney Glenda Haynes, Asst. Police Chief Lee Vance , Police Chief Rebecca Coleman, Principal William Merritt, Superintendent 
Cedrick Gray, Circuit Judge Winston Kidd, Councilman Charles Tillman, Judge Carlton Reeves, Food Service Director Mary Hill, School Board V.P.Linda 
Rush, Attorney Michael Warren, Supervisor Peggy Calhoun, Senator Hillman Frazier and Councilman Chokwe Lumumba. PHOTOS BY JACKIE HAMPTON

Military ship named in honor of Medgar Evers

Crisler vs Norwood in the home 
stretch of Senate District 28 race

Senator Hillman Frazier speaks 
at Lester Elementary School
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WHO:   Ellis Simmons needs a heart

WHAT:   Fundraiser to cover 
    transplant cost

WHEN:   Sunday, Feb. 24, 5 p.m.

WHERE:  Cathedral A.M.E. Zion Church 
    428 W. Northside Dr.

This week we honor Mississippians 
that have made history, made a 
difference and have given back to 
their communities
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State and Toyota agree on $29 
million settlement

Attorney General Jim 
Hood joined 29 other 
states to announce a $29 
million settlement with 
Toyota Motor Corporation 
and its related North 
America entities over 
allegations Toyota 

concealed safety issues related to unintended acceleration.
Toyota agreed to pay $29 million to settle consumer 

protection claims and agreed to provide additional restitution 
and incentives to vehicle owners to promote compliance with 
unintended acceleration safety recalls. 

As a result of the settlement, Mississippi will receive 
$561,288.60 and Toyota will be restricted from advertising 
the safety of vehicles without sound engineering data to back 
such safety claims. 

The states alleged that Toyota engaged in unfair and 
deceptive practices when it failed to timely disclose known 
safety defects with accelerator pedals. “Our investigation 
led us to determine poor communication between Toyota’s 
nerve center in Japan and Toyota’s United States holdings 
were partially responsible for Toyota’s failure to report known 
safety issues in a timely manner,” said Attorney General 
Hood.

During the settlement negotiations, the attorneys general 
placed emphasis on ensuring changes in the corporate 
culture and corporate chain of command to enhance Toyota’s 
responsiveness to regulatory agencies in the United States. 
As a result, Toyota has agreed to significantly change the 
safety culture within the company’s United States operations.

In addition, the settlement provides that Toyota is:
• Prohibited from reselling a vehicle it reacquired with 

alleged safety defects without informing the purchaser 
about the alleged defect(s) and certifying that the reacquired 
vehicle has been fixed

• Prohibited from misrepresenting the purpose of an 
inspection or repair when directing consumers to bring their 
vehicles to a dealer for inspection or repair

• Required to exclude from the “Toyota Certified Used 
Vehicles” or “Lexus Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles” categories 
any vehicle acquired through lemon law proceedings or 
voluntarily repurchased by Toyota to ensure customer 
satisfaction.

For restitution, or to have questions answered, consumers 
may call: Toyota – 1-800-331-4331 or Lexus – 1-800-255-
3987. 

Thompson opposed to 5-day 
mail delivery

Congressman Bennie 
Thompson (D-MS) 
said he is disappointed 
by the United State’s 
Postal Service’s (USPS) 
decision to end a six-
day mail delivery. That 

change is slated to begin in August 2013.
Thompson said the decision made by the USPS will 

have an adverse impact on residents who live in rural areas 
throughout Mississippi - often a great distance from postal 
facilities. “Perhaps most troubling about this decision is the 
fact that it could have been more easily resolved,” Thompson 
said. 

“The current financial crisis that the Postal Service finds 
itself in was created in 2006 when Congress decided to 
force the Postal Service to pre-fund the pension and health 
benefits of Postal Service employees. This is an obligation 
that no other private or public sector entity has to comply 
with.”

Thompson said if Congress acts to repeal the “stifling 
pre-fund pension requirement” the postal service would be 
“financially solvent and services to customers, including six-
day delivery, would not need to be cut.”

In August, the Postal Service will implement a five-day 
delivery schedule for mail sent to street addresses, being 
delivered Monday through Friday. Post offices now open 
on Saturdays will remain open and mail addressed to P.O. 
Boxes will be available for pickup on Saturdays. 

Tornado damages close black 
military museum in Hattiesburg

The African 
American Military 
History Museum in 
Hattiesburg will be 
closed for at least one 
year due to repairs 
needed for the 
damage it suffered 

during the F-4 tornado strike, Sunday, Feb. 10, 2013.
Staff at The African American Military History Museum 

said they are devastated by the destruction the facility 
suffered. The museum honors the memory of black soldiers. 
Rick Taylor, executive director of Hattiesburg’s Convention 
and Tourism Commission which oversees the museum, told 
The Hattiesburg American the roof damage gave way for the 
other damage to the museum.

Museum manager Latoya Norman said rainwater soaked 
many of the items in the museum, both those on display and 
those in the archives. “It’s heartbreaking,” she said. “It was 
devastating. I’m thankful it happened on a day when no one 
was at work and my coworkers and their families are OK.”

Norman said war medals, documents, uniforms, 
photographs, memorial flags, mannequins and newspaper 
clippings all got wet. The museum’s exhibits and artifacts 
were located in the historic USO Club - the only surviving 
USO built exclusively for African-American soldiers. It 
opened as a museum in May 2009. In 2003, it was placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.

“We lost a fairly significant section of roof,” Taylor said. 
“The museum’s main hall is open to the weather. The building 
is now in worse condition from a construction standpoint than 
when we took it on to make it into a museum.” 

Although, he added, “The building is definitely recoverable. 
It is a one-of-a-kind building in the United States, and we were 
concerned that it might have been lost totally.” The items from 
the museum will be put in storage until the USO Club can be 
rebuilt, Taylor said. 

T h e  M o n i c a  L a n d  R e p o r t
from around the state

Marshand 
Crisler

Candidate, 
Senate District 28

my sincere thanks to the voters in 
senate District 28 for allowing me to 
continue to fight to represent your 
interests at the state Capitol! as we 
continue to celebrate black history 
month, let us remember the famous 
words of Dr. martin luther king, Jr., 
“Our lives begin and end when we 
become silent about the things that 
matter.” let your voice be heard 
by coming back out to vote in the 
runoff election for senate District 28 
on Feb. 26. 

paid for by the committee to elect marshand Crisler 
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The most recent candidate to en-
ter the race for mayor of Jackson is 
Atty. Regina Quinn, who made a 
formal announcement Sunday, Feb. 
10, at Jackson State University’s E-
Center. She was greeted by a room 
full of supporters, family members 
and students from JSU.

In making the decision to run, 
Quinn said hearing that the city was 
losing four major tax paying busi-
nesses - Sam’s Club, Sears, Haver-
ty’s and Puckett Machinery - she be-
came concerned. She said that from 
day one, she will begin discussions 
with existing businesses to stop the 
loss of Jackson jobs and go out to 
recruit more businesses to come to 
Jackson.

Quinn said Jackson’s crime rates 

are a factor in her decision, as well 
as just getting people to help clean 
up around their own city. She said 
much of the crime is due to “way-
ward youth” whom she will work to 
“get in productive situations.”

The day of her announcement 
was met with incessant rain, which 
flooded the streets leading to the 
E-Center. The city’s deteriorating 
infrastructure, she said, was another 
reason to run, pointing to the great 
effort many had to make today to get 
around the flooding streets.

“If I am elected mayor, I will 
build a team that will take the tough 
challenges we face as a city head on, 
and together with courage, integrity, 
compassion and the best interest of 
the working people of the city of 
Jackson in mind, we will move this 
city forward. We will build a city we 

can be proud to call home.”
Quinn said she wanted to assist 

Jackson in becoming a “medical 
city along a medical corridor” and 
would feature the institutions that 
are the pride of Jackson, like JSU. 
She promised to promote bringing 
tourism to the city and building a 
new hotel to make Jackson a “desti-
nation city for conventions.”

“The right thing to do,” she said, 
“is to promote public education, 
which also is the way to fight crime 
and allow our kids to compete any-
where in the world.”

Her pastor Hosea J. Hines, of 
Christ Tabernacle Church, said, “As 
a pastor, you know when God has 
groomed someone to be a leader, 
and Regina Quinn is ready to be 
mayor. She is savvy and a tough 
sister, and she has faith and courage. 

She has the fortitude to stand, even 
if she has to stand by herself.”

Others who came out to support 
her campaign were Dr. Aaron Shir-
ley, chairman of the Board of the 
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation, 
and childhood friend Audrey L. 
Hall, pastor of Holy Temple Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. She was 
championed on by her husband, 
Atty. John Richard May Jr. and her 
former law partner Herbert Irving.

Quinn was general counsel for 
Jackson State University and an 
adjunct professor in JSU’s Urban 
Higher Education Ph.D. program.  
She also served as special assistant 
in Finance to the Mississippi Attor-
ney General’s office. She points with 
pride to her efforts as a developer of 
Lakewood Cove subdivision, a sev-
en-acre residential community.

She received her Juris Doctorate 
in May 1987 at Loyola University 
School of Law in New Orleans and 
a B.S. in political science at the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi in 
Hattiesburg.

Quinn said she grew up in Jack-
son and loves her city. She said she 
is not a politician, she is a public ser-

vant; that she does not have a plat-
form - she has a vision for the city 
- like strengthening neighborhood 
associations. If elected, she would 
be the first female mayor of Jackson.

Her campaign office is located at 
728 N. Congress St.; her campaign 
website is reginaquinnformayor.
com

He’s an 11-year veteran with the 
Hinds County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, a man of great faith, a man 
with many talents and a man who 
shares his heart with everyone he 
comes in contact with. Now, Ellis 

Simmons, 52, is in need of a heart.
Simmons, who at 45 years old, 

had an advanced workout sched-
ule that could rival a 20-year-old 
champion bodybuilder. It was 
then he began to experience some 
changes in his body that would lat-
er reveal he had an irregular heart-

beat and an enlarged heart.
After a series of tests and sever-

al opinions later, Simmons decid-
ed to take corrective measures to 
“fix” his body. “I knew that I had a 
lot to live for and that God wasn’t 
through with me,” said Simmons, 
a deputy facilities control operator. 

“I decided that I would follow the 
doctor’s orders and have some sur-
gical procedures.”

In 2005, Simmons had a pace-
maker installed to control the ir-
regular heartbeat. According to 
the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), a pacemaker is a small de-
vice that’s placed in the chest or 
abdomen to help control abnormal 
heart rhythms. This device uses 
electrical pulses to prompt the 
heart to beat at a normal rate.

In 2007, Simmons had a defi-
brillator implant. This implant, 
according to the Mayo Clinic, is 
a pager-sized device, which is im-
planted in your chest and could 
possibly reduce the risk of dying 
if your heart goes into a dangerous 
rhythm and stops beating (cardiac 
arrest). An implantable cardiovert-
er-defibrillator continuously moni-
tors your heartbeat and delivers 
electrical shocks to restore a nor-
mal heart rhythm when necessary.

Thinking that he was on the 
path to a full recovery and that 
these heart problems were behind 
him, Simmons began living a full 
life again, returning to a full work-
load and enjoying some extra cur-
ricular activities. Then in 2012, the 
heart problems reared its ugly head 
again. 

Experiencing unexplainable 
blackouts and fainting spells, Sim-
mons would once again undergo 
a series of tests and several trips 
to Houston, Texas highlighted the 

fact that he would 
need a heart trans-
plant.

A heart trans-
plant, according to 
the Mayo Clinic, is 
an operation in which a failing, 
diseased heart is replaced with a 
healthier, donor heart. Heart trans-
plant is a treatment that’s usually 
reserved for people who have tried 
medications or other surgeries, but 
their conditions haven’t improved 
sufficiently.

Simmons is making prepara-
tions to establish residency in 
Houston to be placed on a waiting 
list for a new heart. A quick search 
revealed that a heart transplant sur-
gery could cost anywhere between 
$150,000 and $700,000.

Understanding this great need 
and wanting to help, Simmons’ 
church family, Cathedral A.M.E. 
Zion Church, 428 West Northside 
Drive, is hosting a “Have a Heart” 
Benefit Program Sunday, Feb. 24 
at 5 p.m.  “Ellis is a beloved and 
active member in our church and 
we thought this was the right thing 

to do,” said Helen Dale, benefit co-
ordinator.

“We are excited about this 
event; there will be a lot of great 
singing and the Word will go forth. 
We are asking everyone to join us 
as we lift up the name of Jesus and 
hopefully raise a lot of money to 
help Bro. Ellis offset some of his 
medical expenses.”

Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone 
Lewis is also excited that his de-
partment is stepping up to help a 
family member in need. “We’re 
a family at the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment,” Lewis said. “Once Sim-
mons’ church called us for help 
everyone was more than willing 
to get on board. Our team is look-
ing at other creative ways to help 
Simmons in addition to giving 
money.”

Othor Cain is the director of 
Media and Communications for 
The Hinds County Sheriff’s Office.

Regina Quinn announces candidacy for mayor of Jackson

Hinds County Sheriff’s deputy shares heart-for-a-heart

Pastor Audrey Hall endorses 
Quinn. PHOTOS by GAIL bROWN

Atty. Quinn greets supporters in 
her bid to become the first female 
mayor of Jackson.

Simmons
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Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

by Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

by Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

WHO:  Ellis Simmons 
  needs a heart

WHAT:  Fundraiser to cover 
  transplant cost

WHEN:  Sunday, Feb. 24, 5 p.m.

WHERE:  Cathedral A.M.E.
   Zion Church, 
  428 W. Northside Dr.
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how his teachers at Martin taught 
him the three r’s and so much 
more. He said he had very good 
teachers and because of what 
they taught him yesterday, he can 
serve them today in state govern-
ment, making laws, for the state 
of Mississippi. Frazier rattled off 
the names of all his teachers from 
George. He said that even though 
the schools were segregated, the 
teachers did not use that as an ex-
cuse for not encouraging the stu-
dents to do their best and though 
they were paid lower salaries than 
the teachers at Martin Elemen-
tary, his teachers still encouraged 
the students to do well and move 
forward.

Frazier said he came from a part 
of town referred to as Doodyville 
and from there came many suc-
cessful doctors, lawyers, teach-
ers, law enforcement officers and 
other great achievers. He said 
much of their success can be at-
tributed to the great teachers they 
had in the segregated schools. 
Frazier said his teachers told them 
it’s okay to dream but not to day-
dream. He encouraged the teach-
ers at Lester to tell students the 

same thing: to dream, rather than 
to daydream, and to set goals in 
life and to make those goals real-
ity.

Frazier the students to move 
forward because one day they will 
be taking the places of the legis-
lators, politicians and teachers. 
He told them to hug their teach-
ers because it’s Valentine’s Day. 
He ended his speech by saying, 
“Thank God for all the teachers 
of yesterday, today, and for the 
teachers at Lester!” Frazier was 
given a standing ovation.

Principal William Merritt 
thanked Frazier for his encour-
aging words of wisdom. He also 
thanked all the special guests for 
attending the program. He recog-
nized and thanked IMS teacher 
Emma Harris, chairman of the 
Black History Month Program, 
and her committee. 

Harris has served as chair of the 
BHM program at Lester since its 
inception 15 years ago. She said 
she was very pleased with the pro-
gram and stated, “I think every-
thing turned out great. I am very 
appreciative of all the support and 
cooperation.” Harris said she was 

especially appreciative of Sena-
tor Frazier for agreeing to be their 
speaker and was grateful to Bran-
don Mitchell, Minister of Music 
at College Hill Baptist Church, for 
agreeing to serve as director of the 
Lester Teachers Choir.  

Superintendent Gray in his re-
marks recognized Linda Rush, 
V.P. of the Board of Trustees 
for Jackson Public Schools and 
thanked all the special guests for 
attending. He said he was very 
grateful to Principal Merritt for 
all the great things he was doing 
at Lester and in the Jackson com-
munity.

Others appearing on program 
were Thaisaum Graves and Cierra 
Banks who together recited the 
poem “I Am Somebody.” Makay-
la Hodges, a junior at Terry High 

School, sang “Stand,” and Gale 
Bradford, office manager at Les-
ter, sang “Yesterday.” Additional 
music was provided by the Lester 
Teachers Choir. 

Choir director Brandon Mitch-
ell surprised the audience by 
singing a melody of African folk 
songs during a brief delay in the 
program.

paid for by the committee to elect barron banks

Frazier
Continued from page 1

Lester Elementary School Choir directed by Brandon Mitchell

Emma Harris
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Jefferson played for the Boston 
Celtics from 2004 to 2007. He was 
traded to the Minnesota Timber-
wolves in July 2007. He was traded 
to his current team, the Utah Jazz in 
July 2010.

In addition to his annual com-
munity service event, Jefferson con-
stantly reaches out to those in need. 
He has donated school supplies to 
underserved children living at Palm-
er Court which provides affordable 
housing to families and individuals 
who were formerly homeless in Salt 
Lake City.

He joined several NBA and 
WNBA players in “Operation Re-
bound” to offer food and assistance 
to the victims of Hurricane Katrina 
in Mississippi.

He made a $25,000 donation to 
the Miami Dade College Founda-
tion last offseason to establish a 
scholarship endowment in honor of 
his late father.

Jefferson was named MVP of the 
AAU 16-under championships in 
2002. He was named 1st Team All-
Conference and 1st Team Class 3A 
All-State in Mississippi in 2003. He 
led Prentiss High School to the Mis-
sissippi Class 3A South State cham-
pionship in 2004.

Also, in 2004, Jefferson was 
selected to the McDonald’s All-
America Game, named to the USA 
Basketball Junior National Select 
Team, and named Mississippi Mr. 
Basketball.

In 2005, he was selected to the 
NBA All-Rookie 2nd Team and 
Rookie All-Star Game.

He was selected to the 2010-12 
USA Men’s National Team pro-
gram.

Asked what was his inspiration 
to getting started, Bolin said he and 
wife, Nicole, “were newly weds 
and bored of working an 8 to 5 ev-
ery single day.” Also they wanted 
to do something with purpose. So 
they started the Urban Education 
Fund and put on fashion shows 
to raise money to give to students 
for school supplies. That was eight 
years ago - starting the business at 
age 22.

He also has a virtual fashion mag-
azine - www.denimmagazine.net. 
His 5-year-old son is named Denim, 
which he said started as a joke from 
their friends: “What are you all go-
ing to do with a baby, wrap him in 
denim?” And so Denim is the inspi-
ration for the virtual magazine: “I 
want to have something to leave my 
son,” Bolin explained.

Fashion boot camps are Bolin’s 
way of paying it forward - help-
ing others who want to get into the 
business but don’t know just how to 
do it. “I didn’t have any help when 
I started,” he said. “This industry 
is very, very, very fickle. We don’t 
teach each other how to become 
successful, because then we be-
come each other’s competition.”

But Bolin said his faith is in God. 
“God’s assurance is that nobody 
can beat me at being me. We all 
have different gifts and we are still 
good at what we do individually. Or 
God would have taken 20 people 
and just made them all one person.”

The boot camp helps those who 
want to be fashion stylists to get 
training, whether in business eti-

quette or just on how to get started. 
He said most of the people who 
come to his boot camps are from 
other places - Los Angeles, Brook-
lyn, and Florida.

“No one has attended from Mis-
sissippi. The first year, I had eight 
people. The second year, 12, and 
this year I expect to have about 40. I 
get the word out through social me-
dia, which has been my lifesaver, 
using Instagram and Twitter.

Talking about the challenges he 
faces, Bolin said he still has to deal 
with stereotypes about Mississippi-
ans - that they are behind, fashion-
ably. “We do get things later,” he 
said. “We don’t have the big stores 
like Sachs. But it doesn’t mean that 
I don’t have access to the world. I 
support local businesses who have 
fabulous pieces. We have people 
who are very trend savvy and know 

what to look for next week to stay 
ahead of the game.”

Bolin said he has worked with 
Nene Leakes and Vivica A. Fox 
(who is from Mississippi). He 
would love to work with Brandy, 
who also is from Mississippi - “two 
Mississippians working together 
would be great,” he said.

Whom would he like to dress? 
“Michelle Obama. And it will hap-
pen with preparation and the right 
timing. I would like to go to her 
with a u-haul full of designs.”

Bolin’s next fashion boot camp 
for those who want to get into the 
fashion stylist and visual expert 
business will be March 2-3, 2013. 
Or if you just want to “up your 
style,” give him a call.

For more information, email him 
at jbolinbootcamp@gmail.com or 
call 601-918-4051. 

Jefferson
Continued from page 1

bolin
Continued from page 1

Bolin
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Both candidates touted their rela-
tionship with Congressman Bennie 
Thompson and said that they would 
leverage that relationship to bring 
much needed resources to the capital 
city.

Both candidates agreed that the re-
lationship between the city of Jack-
son and the delegation at the State 
Capitol is strained at best.

Where they differ.
Crisler supports legislation that 

would require school board mem-
bers be elected rather than appoint-

ed. “I believe we live in a democracy 
and this should be a democratic pro-
cess,” Crisler said. “This also holds 
school board members accountable 
to the people and not to politicians.” 
Norwood supports appoinment of 
school board members.

Norwood supports measures that 
would offer a seat at the table for 
legislators where Gov. Phil Bryant 
has turned a deaf hear to Medicaid 
expansion. 

“I believe the Governor has shown 
his hand and is solid in his belief,” 

Norwood said. “We should now de-
cide alternatives to this measure and 
deal with the reality of where we 
are…we can’t just sit back and do 
nothing.” Crisler supports fighting 
for expansion of Medicaid now.

At the end of the debate most in 
the audience noted that either candi-
date would represent the citizens of 
District 28 well. “I’m excited about 
where this race is,” said Shelia Ly-
ons, a retired schoolteacher. “I would 
be comfortable with either one of 
these gentlemen.”

District 28
Continued from page 1
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mississippi legends
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Americans and to integrate public fa-
cilities, schools and restaurants. On 
June 12, 1963, the Mississippi native 
was assassinated in the driveway of 
his home. Evers’ death prompted 
President John F. Kennedy to ask the 
Congress for a comprehensive civil 
rights bill.”

WALTER PAYTON
Walter Payton 

was born July 25, 
1954, in Colum-
bia, Miss. Payton 
drew attention 
when as a half-
back at Jackson 

State University, was placed in the 
starting lineup his freshman year 
of 1971. 

He was selected for the All-
American team and named Black 
College Player of the Year in 1973 
and 1974. During his four years at 
Jackson State, he rushed for more 
than 3,500 yards and scored more 
than 450 points. 

Known by the nickname 
“Sweetness,” he was signed by 
the Chicago Bears in 1975 as a 
running back known for speed. 
He made nine Pro Bowl appear-
ances and won the Most Valu-
able Player Award twice. He 
held the NFL rushing record and 
the single game rushing record. 
He played 13 seasons with the 
Bears.

He retired after the 1987 sea-
son still holding the NFL rushing 
record with 16,726 yards and the 
single game rushing record of 275 
yards. Payton was inducted into 
the Hall of Fame in 1993. 

He pursued business opportuni-
ties in real estate, restaurants and 
race cars. He formed the Halas 
Payton Foundation in 1988 and 
the Walter Payton Foundation to 
help inner-city kids in Chicago.

Payton became ill in early 1999 
and died from cancer Nov. 1 the 
same year. He was survived by 
his wife Connie and two children, 
Jarrett and Brittney. His charitable 
organization is now called the 
Walter and Connie Payton Foun-
dation with his wife continuing to 
support the causes Payton cared 
about.

MARGARET WALKER
Although Mar-

garet Walker was 
born in Birming-
ham, Ala., in 1915, 
she came to have a 
great impact on ed-
ucation at Jackson 

State University (JSU). She was the 
daughter of a minister and a teacher 
and was encouraged to excel. At the 
age of 19, she completed her B. A. in 
English at Northwestern University 
in Chicago and one year later joined 
the Federal Writers’ Project. 

Walker worked with prominent 
writers Richard Wright and Gwen-
dolyn Brooks. In 1942, she received 
her master’s degree in creative writ-
ing from the University of Iowa 
where she also received her Ph. D. in 
English in 1965. 

She won the Yale Younger Poets 
Competition for her book of poetry 
“For My People” in 1942. She cel-
ebrated African American history 
and culture. Following her marriage 
to Firnist Alexander in 1943, she 
began teaching English at Jackson 
State University - from 1946 -1979 
- and lived in Jackson until her death 
in December, 1998.

Founded by Walker in 1968 as 
the ‘Institute for the Study of the 
History, Life and Culture of Black 
People,’ the now named Margaret 
Walker Center seeks to honor her 
academic and artistic legacy through 
its archival collections, exhibits and 
public programs.

Open to the public, the Center 
houses significant records like the 
papers of the late Margaret Walker; 
those of the former U.S. Secretary 
of Education Roderick Paige and a 
large oral history department that 
includes nearly 2,000 interviews.  
It also offers museum and exhibit 
spaces that highlight the Center’s 
collections and the history of Jack-
son State University.

The Margaret Walker Center con-
tinues to collect living memories, ar-
chival records, and personal papers 
for scholarly use, advocates the pres-
ervation of the built environment 
such as the historic 1903 Ayer Hall, 
which is the oldest structure on the 
JSU campus and was named to the 
National Register of Historic Places 

in 1977.
The Center works with other JSU 

departments and its partners - COFO 
(Council of Federated Organiza-
tions) Civil Rights Education Center 
and the Fannie Lou Hamer National 
Institute on Citizenship and Democ-
racy.

FANNIE LOU HAMER 
Fannie Lou 

Hamer was born 
in rural Montgom-
ery County, Miss., 
Oct. 6, 1917, to 
poor sharecrop-
pers, the youngest 

of 20 children. At age 37, she joined 
the Student Non-Violent Coordinat-
ing Committee and worked on voter 
registration for black Mississippians. 

Although Hamer could read at a 
very young age, she was told repeat-
edly that she failed the voter registra-
tion test. So she would return every 
month to take the same test. When 
no help came from the federal gov-
ernment to register black voters, the 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party (MFDP) was formed and 
registered 60,000 new black voters 
across the state.

At the 1964 Democratic Con-
vention, the MFDP challenged the 
Mississippi delegates for seating at 
the Convention. Hamer took the op-
portunity to describe to the Conven-
tion and the world the horrific way 
she and other black Mississippians 
were treated after leaving the voter 
registration workshop in Charleston, 
S.C., in June 1963. 

Returning home at a Trailways 
bus terminal in Winona, Miss., she 
and others were arrested at the bus 
terminal. On orders from a state 
highway patrol officer, she was tak-
en from her cell to another and there 
ordered to be beaten by two black 
prisoners with a police blackjack. It 
was three days later before she was 
allowed to be taken to the hospital. 

From that beating she suffered 
permanent kidney damage, a blood 
clot in her left eye and a limp when 
she walked. Giving this testimony to 
the Democratic Convention, she had 
informed the entire country about the 
treatment of blacks in Mississippi at 
the hands of white southerners.

Hamer ran for Congress in the 
Mississippi State Democratic pri-
mary in 1964. Though unsuccess-
ful, she continued to fuel rallies 
and resistance movements helping 
sharecroppers and was instrumental 
in bringing Head Start programs to 
the state.

She was a Democratic National 
Committee representative from 
1968-1971 and ran for the Missis-
sippi State Senate in 1971; she was a 
delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention in 1972.

In 1972, a unanimous resolution 
praising Hamer’s statewide and na-
tional contribution to civil rights was 
passed by the Mississippi House of 
Representatives.  

She received honorary PhD’s from 
several universities including How-
ard University. She was also famous 
for her rich singing voice “which she 
used often to soothe tensions and to 
fortify herself spiritually.”

Hamer died March 21, 1977 and 
buried in a place she helped create - 
the Freedom Farms Cooperative, in 
Ruleville, Miss.

RICHARD WRIGHT
Richard Nathan-

iel Wright perhaps 
is the most notable 
student to gradu-
ate from Jackson’s 
first public school 
built for African-

Americans, Smith Robertson School 
(see page 14 of this issue). 

Wright was born Sept. 4, 1908, 
in Roxie, Miss., near Natchez, the 
grandson of slaves and the son of a 
sharecropper, largely raised by his 
mother. He was a voracious reader 
with a gift for words, though he only 
completed the ninth grade - from 
which he graduated as valedictorian.

At 16, a short story he wrote was 
published in a southern African-
American newspaper. He moved to 
Chicago in 1927. Later, he was em-
ployed at the Federal Writers Project 
and moved to New York City. 

He received critical acclaim for 
Uncle Tom’s Children, a collection 
of four stories. The book proved to 
be a significant turning point in his 
career, earning him a $500 prize 
from Story magazine and led to a 

1939 Guggenheim Fellowship.
He’s best known for the 1940 

bestseller Native Son, later made 
into a stage play, and his 1945 au-
tobiography Black Boy, depicting 
extreme poverty and racial violence 
against blacks.

The more he read about the world, 
the more he longed to see it and make 
a permanent break from the Jim 
Crow South, telling a friend, “I want 
my life to count for something.” He 
lived for a while in Mexico and died 
in Paris, France, Nov. 28, 1960.

Other novels he is noted for are 
The Outsider (1953) and The Long 
Dream (1958), and nonfictions 
Black Power (1954) and White Man, 
Listen! (1957). He was regarded by 
many writers as their inspiration. 

LEONTYNE PRICE
Mary Violet Le-

ontyne Price, the 
legendary soprano, 
was born Feb.10, 
1927, in Laurel, 
Miss. Her father 
James worked in 

a lumber mill and her mother Ka-
tie was a midwife who sang in the 
church choir. Their only child born 
after 13 years, they gave her a toy 
piano at age of 3 and piano lessons 
with a local teacher. 

At 14, she was taken to hear Mar-
ian Anderson sing in Jackson, an ex-
perience she called inspirational. She 
rose to international acclaim in the 
1950s and 1960s, and was one of the 
first African Americans to become 
a leading artist at the Metropolitan 
Opera.

Her voice was described as “vi-
brant,” “soaring” and “a price be-
yond pearls,” “genuinely buttery, 
carefully produced but firmly under 
control.” After her retirement from 
the opera stage in 1985, she contin-
ued to appear in recitals and orches-
tral concerts for another 12 years. 
She performed in Porgy. She also 
became the first African American 
to appear in a leading role in tele-
vised opera, causing several NBC 
affiliates to cancel the broadcast in 
protest.

She was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom (1964), the Sp-
ingarn Medal (1965), the Kennedy 

Center Honors (1980), the National 
Medal of Arts (1985), numerous 
honorary degrees, and 19 Grammy 
Awards, 13 for operatic or song re-
citals, five for full operas.

Price received a special Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 1989. She 
had received more awards than any 
other classical singer. In October 
2008, she was one of the recipients 
of the first Opera Honors given by 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts.

IDA B. WELLS
A daughter of 

slaves, Ida B. Wells 
was born in Holly 
Springs, Miss., 
July 16, 1862. As 
a journalist, Wells 
led an anti-lynch-

ing crusade in the United States in 
the 1890s. 

Wells was the oldest daughter of 
James and Lizzie Wells, who be-
came freed slaves about six months 
after Ida’s birth and at the time the 
Emancipation Proclamation was 
signed (see page 11 of this issue). 
However, living in Mississippi, Af-
rican Americans still faced racial 
prejudices and restrictions. 

Her father served on the first 
board of trustees for Rust College 
and made education a priority for 
his seven children. It was there that 
Wells received her early schooling, 
but she had to drop out at the age of 
16, when tragedy struck her family. 
Both parents and one sibling died of 
yellow fever. Wells then had to care 
for her other siblings. 

She convinced a nearby country 
school administrator that she was 
18, and landed a job as a teacher. In 
1882, Wells moved with her sisters 
to Memphis, Tenn., to live with an 
aunt and continued her education at 
Fisk University in Nashville. In Ten-
nessee, she once sued the train com-
pany for taking her seat and moving 
her to the “colored section.” She 
won a $500 settlement which was 
later overturned.

She began to write about race and 
politics in the South under the pen-
name “Iola.” She married Ferdinand 
Barnett in 1898 and died in Chicago  
March 25, 1931, at the age of 69. 



Sixty-eight scholars at Key 
Elementary were recognized 
for their academic accom-
plishments January 31, at an 
“Achievement Breakfast” held 
in their honor. 

Students in first through fifth 
grades who made the honor roll 
were recognized at the event. 

Jackson City Councilman 
Tony Yarber, guest speaker, 
told the students, “We need 
you to make it, so that you can 

solve today’s issues.”
Principal Dionne Woody and 

Interventionist Delacy Bridges 
awarded each student a cer-
tificate which also will be used 
as their ticket to visit Jackson 
State University and Alcorn 
State University. The visits are 
being sponsored by donations 
made to Key Elementary. 

Principal Woody thanked her 
entire staff for their hard work 
and dedication to academic ex-
cellence.

Five JPS teachers 
were recognized by 
the Greater Jackson 
Chamber Partnership 
as 2013 Metro Teach-
ers of Year during a 
luncheon held Feb. 7, 
at the Old Capitol Inn 
in Jackson. 

The JPS honorees 
were Kenneth Boyte, 
Jenna Caudle, Teni-
sha Harrington, Kelli 
Nichols, and Mary 
Washington-Branson. 

The Chamber pre-
sented trophies to 
each of the outstand-
ing educators to be 
displayed in homes 
or classrooms. 

Though individual 
teachers are recog-
nized, the program is 
not designed to select 
a “best” teacher, but 
to esteem the best ed-
ucators in the metro 
area that these honor-
ees represent.

Kenneth Boyte teaches simula-
tion and animation design to high 
school students at the Career De-
velopment Center. A 13-year vet-
eran of teaching, he began his ca-
reer working in the private sector. 
He earned a degree in electronics 
from Copiah-Lincoln Community 
College and a Bachelor of Science 
in information technology from 
Western Governors University.
 
Jenna Caudle is a kindergarten 
teacher at Spann Elementary 
School. She has been teaching for 
three years. Caudle has degrees 
from Southeastern Louisiana Uni-
versity and Western Governors 

University. 
 
Tenisha Harrington teaches third 
grade at Pecan Park Elementary. 
She has six years of teaching ex-
perience. She has a bachelor’s 
degree in history from Mississippi 
Valley State University and a mas-
ter’s in elementary education from 
Mississippi College. She is pursu-
ing a specialist in school counsel-
ing from Mississippi College.
 
Kelli Nichols teaches busi-
ness courses at Forest Hill High 
School. She has been teach-
ing since 2006. She is a com-
missioned officer in the Missis-

sippi Army National Guard. She 
earned her Bachelor of Business 
Administration and Master of Arts 
in teaching degrees at Belhaven 
University.
 
Mary J. Washington-Branson 
teaches biology courses at Calla-
way High School. She has been 
teaching for more than 30 years. 
She is a National Board Certified 
Teacher Nominated. She earned 
a B.S. degree from Knoxville Col-
lege in Tennessee, a M.S.T. de-
gree from Jackson Sate Univer-
sity, and an Ed. S. degree from 
the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi 

Ana Rosa Aguilar
Corey Allen
Romiayah Allen
Deundria Anderson
Shameka Armon
Jordan Banks
De’Lyte Bradley
Jalecia Bronson
Ariyanna Brooks
LaQresha Brooks
Michael Butler
Carrson Calhoun
Cidrick Calhoune, Jr.
Garrianna Cavett
Cleveyona Chambers
Kenneth Chaney
Bobbie Cook
Amourah Crisler
William Cross
Jaylynn Davis
Quentaja Ewell
Keymone Feazell
Kennedie Franklin
Tai’meria Fuller
Justice Green
Javion Henry
Ta’Leya Horton
Emmanuel Jackson
Vion Jackson
Zyeshia Jackson
Bethsheba Johnson
Brenda Joiner
Jariha Jordan
Ty’dus Kelly

Karmen Kyles
Montierra Lacy
Cory Lott, III
Laila Luckett
Jariya Marshall
Genesis McDonald
Jordan McDougle
Keiaires McLin
Neveah Michael
Mackenzie Milton
Alicia Moore
Dameon Osborne
Jalen Palmer
Travien Palmer
Mikiah Paten
Jah’mel Robinson
Riyana Scott
Na’Javion Simon
Kentrell Standifer
Paris Sutton
Lacayla Thaggard
Devorin Thomas
Torian Thompson
Devorris Thornton
Dylan Thurman
Ladarius Tillis
Aaliyah Walker
Bryce Walker
Zeddrick Washington
Jordan Watson
Destiny White
Daviyonnah Williams
Selena Williams
Aryanna Wright

Jackson Public Schools 
will have to make up two 
days the District was closed 

due to inclement weather on 
August 29-30, 2012. District 
schools and offices will be 
open and observe a regular 

schedule Monday, April 1, 
2013, originally part of Eas-
ter break, and Monday, May, 
27, 2013, originally Memo-

rial Day holiday. The District 
applied for, but was denied, 
a waiver for making up the 
missed days.

Changes to the GED testing 
program are being made to en-
sure GED test-takers are just as 
prepared to enter college or begin 
a career as traditional high school 
graduates. As a consequence of 
this change, previous test scores 
will expire and testing costs will 
increase. 

In preparation for the January 
2, 2014 release of the next-gener-
ation GED assessment, the testing 
service will purge the test scores 
of all test takers who have start-
ed but not yet passed the GED. 
These individuals may have to re-
take all of the GED subject tests if 
they have not passed the GED by 
December 31, 2013. 

JPS Adult Education and GED 
Testing Center provides several 
opportunities to help prospective 
GED candidates complete their 
goals:
• Free Adult Basic Education 

classes to prepare for the GED 
test

• Re-testing in subject areas not 

passed, and re-testing to gain 
additional points to pass the test

• Assistance with testing costs 
provided for students enrolled 
in JPS Adult Education classes. 

•	 For	more	information,	visit	the	
JPS	 Adult	 Education	 website,	
or	call	the	school	to	speak	with	
a	counselor,	601-987-3695.

Key Elementary 
students recognized for 
academic excellence

Caudle

Guest speaker Tony Yarber, president, Jackson City Council

Nichols

                                                                                      PhoTos bY beNiTa DoNalD, JPs

boyte Washington-bransonharrington

2013 JPS Metro Teachers of the Year

JPS to make-up inclement weather days

JPS Adult Education Program offers assistance 
to GED test-takers before release of new test
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Courtney Brookins is in 
search of evidence of the 
healing power of music, 
particularly data to reflect 
how melodious sounds af-
fect the physically-disabled 
who suffer from depression.

Brookins, coordinator of 
undergraduate advisement, 
has proposed a study to en-
gage psychology and music 
majors in a project to moni-
tor how music therapy will 
impact the vital signs of cli-
ents at a specialty care cen-
ter in Jackson.

Her proposal is one of 10 
selected for the 2013 Presi-
dential Creative Awards for 
Faculty and Staff. JSU Pres-
ident Carolyn W. Meyers 
established the awards pro-
gram to inspire innovative 
ideas to support and further 
the mission of the univer-
sity. The winning proposals 
will receive $5,000.

“We are proud to have 
such gifted faculty and staff, 
who are dedicated to educat-
ing students and breaking 
new ground in research,” 
Meyers said.

Provost James C. Renick 
commended the winning 
proposals for their potential 
to engage students in re-
search and to help develop 
students’ critical-thinking 
skills.

“We are delighted to pro-
vide important support for 
the creative endeavors of 
our faculty and staff,” Re-
nick said.

Brookins said her interest 
in the project grew from her 
observation of other pro-
grams involving music ther-
apy. She said the students 
will work with clients at the 
Methodist Specialty Care 
Center who have suffered 
from stroke or seizures, re-
sulting in paralysis.

Brookins said some stu-
dents will compose music; 
others will listen and collect 
data.

“We’re so excited that 
we have an opportunity for 
our students to have first-
hand experience with this 
type of research. We’re also 
enhancing the lives of the 
residents at the Method-
ist Specialty Care Center,” 
Brookins said.

Proposals were received 
from all five of the universi-
ty’s colleges for this year’s 
awards. A panel of faculty 
and staff reviewed the pro-
posals and indicated it was 
difficult to make the final 
selection. Meyers also read 
all the abstracts prior to a fi-
nal decision on the winners.

A major component of the 
criteria was that the propos-
als included students as part 
of the project. Another goal 
of each project is to secure 
additional state or federal 
funding to expand the scope.

The winning projects cov-
ered a variety of topics, in-
cluding research to address 
student underachievement, 
a study of Shakespeare’s 
play, “Timon of Athens,” 

and an assessment 
of the academic 
benefits of using 
an iPad.

“I feel honored 
and privileged to 
have the opportu-
nity to work with 
our students on 
such an uncharted 
p h e n o m e n o n , ” 
said LaTonya Rob-
i n s o n - K a n o n u , 
whose winning 
proposal was the 
iPad Digital Think 
Tank Project.

Meyers plans to 
make the awards 
available on an an-
nual basis.

Other award 
winners were:

• Rhonda Coo-
per, clinical assis-
tant professor and pre-law 
advisor in the Department 
of Political Science.

• Rodney Washington, 
Ph.D., chair and associate 
professor in the Department 
of Elementary and Early 
Childhood Education.

• Nola T. Radford, Ph.D., 
professor in the Communi-
cative Disorders Program 
in the School of Health Sci-
ences and Robert Blaine, 
Ph.D., interim associate 
dean in the College of Lib-
eral Arts and director of 
the Global Inquiry Faculty 
Teaching Seminar.

• Tony Latiker, Ph.D., as-
sistant professor in the De-
partment of Elementary and 

Early Childhood Education.
• Johnnie M. Griffin, 

Ph.D., assistant professor in 
the Department of Criminal 
Justice and Sociology.

• Francis Tuluri, Ph.D., 
associate professor in the 
Department of Technology.

• Everett G. Neasman, 
Ph.D., assistant professor 
of British Literature in the 
Department of English and 
Modern Foreign Languages.

• Nicholas J. Hill, Ph.D., 
assistant professor of eco-
nomics in the Department 
of Economics.

• LaTonya Robinson-
Kanonu, coordinator of as-
sessment in Undergraduate 
Studies.
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EDUCATION

Retired Attala County 
educator featured in 
Who’s Who in Black 
Mississippi

Winners announced for the JSU 
2013 Presidential Creative Awards

Area students assist 
at State Capitol

Cathy Kimbrough ac-
cepted the invitation to 
be featured in the sec-
ond edition of Who’s 
Who in Black Missis-
sippi. The Publication 
documents and high-
lights achievements of 
African Americans in 
Mississippi. It helps 
to educate the masses 
about African Ameri-
can History. The Publi-
cation is a trademark of 
Real Times Media. 

Kimbrough has 
served adults and chil-
dren in numerous ca-
pacities. Some of the 
service areas include: reading 
instructor in Germany, Gen-
eral College reading instructor 
at Alcorn State University, and 
self-contained and inclusion 
teacher in the Attala County 
School District. 

She has served her com-
munity as local president of 
the Attala County Associa-
tion of Educators. Kimbrough 
has also served on the Board 
of Directors for the Boys and 
Girls’ Club in Kosciusko/At-
tala County. 

Kimbrough is a member of 
the following organizations: 
Order of the Eastern Star, Na-
tional Council of Negro Wom-
en, and Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated. She 
is also a member of Pleasant 
Hill M.B. Church, pastored by 

Reve. Osie C. Grays. 
Kimbrough earned her bach-

elor’s and master’s degrees 
from Jackson State University. 
She was a member of the Phi 
Kappa Phi Honor Society and 
the Alpha Beta Alpha Library 
Science Fraternity. 

She is married to Henry 
Kimbrough. She has four chil-
dren: Jerry Jr. (Erica), Essence 
Crystal (Theodore), Sonja 
Merrie’, and Joyanne’ Faith; 
six grandchildren - Deontrez, 
Jerrick, Jersia, Kamiah, Kayla 
and Shytianna. She enjoys cre-
ating song lyrics, writing po-
etry, reading and fishing.

For more information on 
Who’s Who in Black Missis-
sippi 2nd Edition, visit www.
whoswhopublishing.com or 
call 614-481-7300.

Will Owens and Shafon 
Morrow of Jackson recently 
served as pages for the Mis-
sissippi State Senate. Pages 
generally run errands for of-

ficials and Senate staff. 
Owens is the son of Willie 

and Sylvia Owens and attends 
St. Joseph Catholic School. 
Morrow is the daughter of 
Willie and Nora White and at-

tends Callaway High School.  
When asked about the 

week, they said, “We really 
enjoyed paging for Senator 
John Horhn. It was an experi-
ence that we’ll never forget.”

Brookins

Kimbrough

Left to right: Lt. Governor Tate Reeves, Will Owens, Shafon Morrow and Senator John Horhn 
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Deep-fried foods may be 
causing trouble in the Deep 
South. People whose diets 
are heavy on them and sugary 
drinks like sweet tea and soda 
were more likely to suffer a 
stroke, a new study finds.

It’s the first big look at diet 
and strokes, and researchers 
say it might help explain why 
blacks in the Southeast - the 
nation’s “stroke belt” - suffer 
more of them.

Blacks were five times 
more likely than whites to 
have the Southern dietary 
pattern linked with the high-
est stroke risk.

And blacks and whites who 
live in the South were more 
likely to eat this way than 
people in other parts of the 
country were. Diet might ex-
plain as much as two-thirds 
of the excess stroke risk seen 
in blacks versus whites, re-
searchers concluded.

“We’re talking about fried 
foods, french fries, hamburg-
ers, processed meats, hot 
dogs,” bacon, ham, liver, giz-
zards, and sugary drinks, said 
the study’s leader, Suzanne 
Judd of the University of Ala-
bama in Birmingham.

People who ate about six 
meals a week featuring these 
sorts of foods had a 41 percent 
higher stroke risk than people 
who ate that way about once 
a month, researchers found.

In contrast, people whose 
diets were high in fruits, veg-

etables, whole grains, and 
fish had a 29 percent lower 
stroke risk.

“It’s a very big difference,” 
Judd said. “The message for 
people in the middle is there’s 
a graded risk” - the likelihood 
of suffering a stroke rises in 
proportion to each Southern 
meal in a week.

The federally funded study 
was launched in 2002 to ex-
plore regional variations in 
stroke risks and reasons for 
them. More than 20,000 peo-
ple 45 or older - half of them 
black - from all 48 mainland 
states filled out food surveys 
and were sorted into one of 
five diet styles:

-Southern: Fried foods, 
processed meats (lunchmeat, 
jerky), red meat, eggs, sweet 
drinks and whole milk.

-Convenience: Mexican 
and Chinese food, pizza, pas-
ta.

-Plant-based: Fruits, veg-

etables, juice, cereal, fish, 
poultry, yogurt, nuts and 
whole-grain bread.

-Sweets: Added fats, 
breads, chocolate, desserts, 
sweet breakfast foods.

-Alcohol: Beer, wine, li-
quor, green leafy vegetables, 
salad dressings, nuts and 
seeds, coffee.

“They’re not mutually 
exclusive” - for example, 
hamburgers fall into both 
convenience and Southern 
diets, Judd said. Each person 
got a score for each diet, de-
pending on how many meals 
leaned that way.

Fried foods tend to be eaten 
with lots of salt, which rais-
es blood pressure - a known 
stroke risk factor, Judd said. 
And sweet drinks can con-
tribute to diabetes, the dis-
ease that celebrity chef Paula 
Deen - the queen of Southern 
cuisine - revealed she had a 
year ago.
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Fewer black men are ap-
plying to, accepted to, and at-
tending U.S. medical schools 
despite an increase in the 
number of overall applicants 
and uptick in matriculation 
among other minorities, a re-
port found.

Black applicants were the 
second most populous demo-
graphic behind whites in the 
late 1970s. There were more 
black applicants than Asians 
and Hispanics combined.

But in 2011, first-time Af-
rican-American applicants 
were surpassed by Asians and 
Hispanics, the Association of 
American Medical Colleges 
(AAMC) said. Compared with 
1977, the number of Hispanic 
applicants more than tripled in 
2011 (3,459 versus 955) while 
first-time Asian applicants 
went from 966 to 8,941 when 
comparing 1977 to 2011.

The number of first-time 
applications from blacks grew 
a mere 36 percent (2,361 in 
1977 to 3,215 in 2011).

In fact, black women out-
numbered black men appli-
cants in 2011 nearly two to 

one, the AAMC said.
“Black or African-Ameri-

can males are applying to, be-
ing accepted to, and matricu-
lating into medical school in 
diminishing numbers, which 
speaks to the increasing need 
for medical schools to in-
stitute plans and initiatives 
aimed at strengthening the 
pipeline,” stated the report, 
called “Diversity in Medical 
Education.”

“In response, initiatives 
have been launched through-
out the country in hopes of re-
versing this trend and produc-
ing more graduates. Medical 
schools are already investing 

in pipeline programs, but it is 
clear that additional targeted 
efforts are necessary,” accord-
ing to the report.

The negative trend for black 
men could make it harder to 
meet the growing demand of 
the primary care physician 
shortage.

The AAMC also noted in its 
diversity report that there’s a 
need to attract a more racially 
diverse medical school fac-
ulty.

More than 60 percent of 
medical school faculty are 
white. Hispanics make up 4 
percent and blacks 2.9 per-
cent, the AAMC found.

Black children with high levels 
of hormone-altering chemicals 
used in some shampoos and lotions 
are more likely to be obese, accord-
ing to research published today.

The study by New York Univer-
sity scientists is the second to link 
phthalates to obesity in children 
but the first to use a large sample 
of children and look for racial dis-
parities.

Black children have much high-
er levels of the chemicals in their 
bodies than children of other races, 
and for every tripling of certain 
compounds, they were 22 percent 
more likely to be obese, according 
to data from 2,884 children aged 
6 to 19. No links to obesity were 
found in white or Hispanic chil-
dren.

“The takeaway is we need to 
consider environmental exposures 
when looking at the obesity prob-
lem,” said Leonardo Trasande, a 
professor at New York University 
School of Medicine and lead au-
thor of the study. “Environmental 
chemicals may contribute indepen-
dently of diet and exercise.”

Phthalates are a large family of 
chemicals with varied uses. The 
phthalates associated with black 
children’s obesity were the kind 
commonly added to personal care 
products to make fragrances last 
longer. Other phthalates are used 
to make vinyl and can be found in 
food packaging, medical devices 
and flooring.

Trasande and colleagues 
checked for a variety of phthalates 
and only found a link to the kinds 
used in personal care products.

Both Trasande and other re-

searchers were quick to point out 
that this doesn’t mean phthalates 
cause obesity.

“It’s a big study and nation-
ally representative, which is good,” 
said Joe Braun, an epidemiology 
professor at Brown University who 
was not involved with the research. 
“But since they measure phthalates 
levels in urine and obesity at the 
same time, it’s a chicken and egg 
problem. Do phthalates cause obe-
sity or are obese children more ex-
posed?” It’s unclear, he said, when 
they were exposed relative to when 
they became obese.

Previous studies have linked 
phthalates to hormone disruption 
- including hormones responsible 
for fat tissue and development of 
the brain and reproductive sys-
tem. Trasande said it’s plausible 
- though not proven by this study 

- that phthalates could contribute to 
obesity by messing with receptors 
that metabolize lipids and carbohy-
drates.

In the new study, it is unclear 
why there was only a link for black 
children, but it could be due to their 
higher concentrations of the chemi-
cals. For the personal care product-
type phthalates, black children had 
levels 81 percent higher than white 
children, 45 percent higher than 
Mexican American children and 4 
percent higher than other Hispanic 
children.

“One possibility is that different 
racial/ethnic groups use phthal-
ate-containing shampoos and lo-
tions differently, or use products 
containing different [phthalate] 
mixes,” said the study, which was 
published online in the journal, En-
vironmental Health Perspectives.

Black males not 
applying to med school

Chemicals linked to 
obesity in black children

Soul food causes blacks to 
have 5 times the risk of stroke
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Dozens of protesters gathered 
outside the Los Angeles Police De-
partment headquarters downtown 
recently, holding signs of support 
for Christopher Dorner, the fired po-
lice officer suspected of killing four 
people.

Those gathered said they were 
protesting police corruption and 
the way the massive manhunt for 
Dorner was conducted. Authorities 
said Dorner appears to have died 
from a self-inflected gunshot wound 
after a shootout with police in Big 
Bear February 12, ending a dead-
ly rampage that stretched across 
Southern California.

Protesters said they believed 

Dorner’s claims that he was unfairly 
fired from the department in 2009 
- grievances described in a lengthy 
online manifesto that has been at-
tributed to him. Dorner also claimed 
that he was the victim of racism.

Protesters also said they were ap-
palled by police mistakenly shoot-
ing at passengers in two separate 
trucks in Torrance, wrongly believ-
ing Dorner might be in the vehicles. 
One woman was shot in the back 
and is still recovering.

The protesters emphasized that 
they did not condone the killings of 
which Dorner is accused.

Michael Nam, 30, stood at the 
corner of 1st and Main Streets with 
a sign, painted by his girlfriend, 

showing a tombstone and the words 
“RIP Habeas Corpus.” The tomb-
stone was engulfed in flames.

Nam, of Lomita, said he was dis-
turbed by the burning of a mountain 
cabin near Big Bear where Dorner 
barricaded himself with a high-
powered sniper rifle, smoke bombs 
and a cache of ammo. The blaze 
started shortly after police fired “py-
rotechnic” tear gas into the cabin; 
the canisters are known as “burn-
ers” because the intense heat they 
emit often causes a fire.

But authorities have maintained 
that the fire was not intentionally 
set. 

Dorner, whose charred body was 
found in the cabin, appears to have 

died of a single gunshot wound to 
the head, authorities said.

“How the police handled this - 
they were the judge, the jury and 
the executioner,” Nam said. “As an 
American citizen, you have the right 
to a trial and due process by law.”

Nam, a former Marine and a cur-
rent member of the Army National 
Guard, said he has combat experi-
ence from deployments in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

He said he has been in situations 
in which a combatant has been bar-
ricaded and successfully waited 
until the person surrendered, even-
tually getting “tired and coming out 
on their own.”

Nam said it was “pretty obvious” 

police wanted Dorner dead. “What 
I saw was a complete disregard for 
the Bill of Rights,” Nam said.

San Bernardino County Sheriff 
John McMahon, during a news con-
ference, defended the tactics used 
by his agency in the shootout at the 
mountain cabin, which left one of 

his deputies dead and another seri-
ously wounded.

“The bottom line is the deputy 
sheriffs of this department, and the 
law enforcement officers from the 
surrounding area, did an outstand-
ing job,” he said. “They ran into the 
line of fire.”
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Two medical school colleagues, 
one an immigrant from India, the 
other a life-long Mississippian, 
joined forces to resolve a historical 
oversight that until this month had 
never officially been corrected.

The oversight was no small one 
either. Until February 7 2013, the 
state of Mississippi had never sub-
mitted the required documentation 
to ratify the Thirteenth Amendment, 
meaning it never officially had abol-
ished slavery.

The  amendment was adopted in 
December 1865 after the necessary 
three-fourths of the then 36 states 
voted in favor of ratification. Mis-
sissippi, however, was a holdout; at 
the time state lawmakers were upset 
that they had not been compensated 
for the value of freed slaves.

Dr. Ranjan Batra, professor of 
Neurobiology and Anatomical sci-
ences at the University of Mississip-

pi Medical Center, told ABC News 
he was inspired to investigate the 
history of the Thirteenth Amend-
ment in his state after a viewing of 
the film “Lincoln.”

“At the end of the story there was 
an open question about how the rati-
fication process proceeded,” he said.  
“Living in the South as I do, I found 
that a pretty big open question.”

So Batra proceeded to do some 
investigating of his own, noticing 
on the website usconstitution.net, 
that there was an asterisk next to 
the state of Mississippi in connec-
tion with the ratification of the Thir-
teenth Amendment.

“Mississippi ratified the amend-
ment in 1995, but because the state 
never officially notified the U.S. 
Archivist, the ratification is not of-
ficial,” reads the statement on the 
website. Batra felt compelled to act 
to rectify the clerical oversight.

“Mississippi gets a lot of bad 
press about this type of stuff and 

I just felt that it is something that 
should be fixed, and I saw every 
reason that could be done,” he said. 
“Everyone here would like to put 
this part of Mississippi’s past behind 
us and move on into the 21st century 
rather than the 19th.”

So Batra enlisted the help of 
University of Mississippi Medical 
Center colleague Ken Sullivan, who 
took an immediate interest in the 

story, calling the national archives to 
confirm that they had in fact never 
received the proper paperwork. Sul-
livan then took a trip to the state ar-
chives to acquire a copy of the bill.

“The last paragraph [of the bill] 
directs the Secretary of State of 
Mississippi to inform the national 
archives of the law of the ratifica-
tion which is exactly the way rati-
fication is supposed to proceed, but 

that hadn’t been done for whatever 
reason,” said Batra.

Sullivan took his family to see 
“Lincoln,” and told ABC News the 
film inspired him further to correct 
this historical oversight. “I had that 
information when I went to see 
‘Lincoln’ that weekend, I knew re-
ally what I was fixing to be a part of 
and it was overwhelming,” he said. 
“It was humbling to know that such 
a big part of the nation’s history and 
a huge part of my state’s history 
was involved in this, people stood 
up and applauded at the end of the 
movie, the first time I have ever seen 
that for any movie,” said Sullivan.

Sullivan then contacted the of-
fice of the Secretary of State Delbert 
Hosemann, who quickly agreed to 
file the required documentation to 
the National Archives and make the 
ratification official.

On February 7, Director of the 
Federal Register Charles A. Barth 
wrote that he had received the no-

tification, “With this action, the 
State of Mississippi has ratified the 
Thirteenth Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States,” he 
wrote.

“For me it was just important that 
this part of history was done from 
our state,” said Sullivan. “I know we 
have some dark spots in our history 
through the south and it still affects 
people’s opinions about Mississippi 
today.”

Sullivan also remarked on the 
unlikely pairing of an immigrant 
from India and a life-long south-
erner working together to resolve 
the oversight.

“You have Dr. Batra, who is the 
immigrant and myself a native-
born, life-long resident of Missis-
sippi, it was a unique pair,” he said.

Sullivan and Batra are thankful 
the ratification question has finally 
been resolved; now that asterisk 
next to Mississippi can finally be 
removed.

Mississippi officially abolishes slavery, ratifies 13th Amendment

Protesters show support for Christopher Dorner

Mark HuMpHrey/ap pHoto

protesters outside the Los angeles police Headquarters

latimesblogs.latimes.com 

By Ben Waldron
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I know that I 
usually use the 
Religion Edi-
tor’s message as 
a way of shar-
ing my personal 
testimonies with 

you, our readers, but this week I 
want to share some very impor-
tant Black History information 
that you may already know, but 
there is no harm in re-emphasiz-
ing it through a very interesting 
essay, posted on-line by the Na-
tional Humanities Center.  

The essay, which was written 
by Laurie Maffly-Kipp of the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, was entitled African 
American Christianity. It can be 
viewed in its entirety at http://
nationalhumanitiescneter.org/
tserve/ninteen/nkeyinfo/aareli-
gionc.htm.

Please enjoy this history les-
son that I have chosen to share 
with you.

The story of African-Amer-
ican religion is a tale of variety 
and creative fusion. Enslaved 
Africans transported to the New 
World beginning in the fifteenth 
century brought with them a 
wide range of local religious 
beliefs and practices. This di-
versity reflected the many cul-
tures and linguistic groups from 
which they had come. The ma-
jority came from the West Coast 
of Africa, but even within this 
area, religious traditions varied 
greatly. 

Islam had also exerted a pow-
erful presence in Africa for sev-
eral centuries before the start 
of the slave trade: an estimated 
twenty percent of enslaved peo-
ple were practicing Muslims, 
and some retained elements of 
their practices and beliefs well 
into the nineteenth century. Ca-
tholicism had even established 
a presence in areas of Africa by 
the sixteenth century.

Preserving African religions 
in North America proved to be 
very difficult. The harsh circum-
stances under which most slaves 
lived - high death rates, the 
separation of families and tribal 
groups, and the concerted effort 
of white owners to eradicate 
“heathen” (or non-Christian) 
customs - rendered the preser-
vation of religious traditions 
difficult and often unsuccessful. 
Isolated songs, rhythms, move-
ments, and beliefs in the cura-
tive powers of roots and the ef-
ficacy of a world of spirits and 
ancestors did survive well into 
the nineteenth century. But these 
increasingly were combined in 
creative ways with the various 
forms of Christianity to which 
Europeans and Americans intro-
duced African slaves. 

In the decades after the 
American Revolution, northern 
states gradually began to abolish 
slavery, and thus sharper differ-
ences emerged in the following 
years between the experiences 
of enslaved peoples and those 
who were now relatively free. 
By 1810, the slave trade to the 
United States also came to an 
end and the slave population be-
gan to increase naturally, mak-
ing way for the preservation and 
transmission of religious practic-
es that were, by this time, truly 
“African-American.”

This transition coincided with 
the period of intense religious 
revivalism known as “awak-
enings.” In the southern states 
increasing numbers of slaves 
converted to evangelical re-
ligions such as the Methodist 
and Baptist faiths. Many clergy 
within these denominations ac-
tively promoted the idea that 
all Christians were equal in the 
sight of God, a message that 
provided hope and sustenance 
to the slaves. They also encour-
aged worship in ways that many 
Africans found to be similar, 

or at least adaptable, to African 
worship patterns, with enthusi-
astic singing, clapping, dancing, 
and even spirit-possession. Still, 
many white owners insisted on 
slave attendance at white-con-
trolled churches, since they were 
fearful that if slaves were al-
lowed to worship independently 
they would ultimately plot rebel-
lion against their owners. It is 
clear that many blacks saw these 
white churches, in which minis-
ters promoted obedience to one’s 
master as the highest religious 
ideal, as a mockery of the “true” 
Christian message of equality 
and liberation as they knew it. 

In the slave quarters, however, 
African Americans organized 
their own “invisible institution.” 
Through signals, passwords, 
and messages not discernible to 
whites, they called believers to 
“hush harbors” where they free-
ly mixed African rhythms, sing-
ing, and beliefs with evangeli-
cal Christianity. It was here that 
the spirituals, with their double 
meanings of religious salva-
tion and freedom from slavery, 
developed and flourished; and 
here, too, that black preachers, 
those who believed that God 
had called them to speak His 
Word, polished their “chanted 
sermons,” or rhythmic, intoned 
style of extemporaneous preach-
ing. 

Part church, part psychologi-
cal refuge, and part organiz-
ing point for occasional acts of 
outright rebellion (Nat Turner, 
whose armed insurrection in 
Virginia in 1831, resulted in the 
deaths of scores of white men, 
women, and children, was a self-
styled Baptist preacher), these 
meetings provided one of the 
few ways for enslaved African 
Americans to express and enact 
their hopes for a better future.

Meanwhile, in the northern 
states, freed blacks enjoyed a 
greater, if not yet equal, measure 
of freedom. Like their southern 
counterparts, they, too, were 
drawn to evangelical Protestant 
churches, and were encouraged 
by the message of racial equality 
that they found there. Yet while 
spiritual equality was preached 
frequently, it was not always 
practiced. By the 1790s, as more 
and more migrants fled southern 
states and settled in northern cit-
ies, some white evangelical lead-
ers sought to control black mem-
bers by seating them separately 
and by strengthening white con-
trol over the churches.

At the same time black leaders 
such as Richard Allen and Absa-
lom Jones, many of whom were 
educated, literate, and ready to 
organize, began to desire their 
own independent black church-
es. In cities with large numbers 
of freed blacks such as Phila-
delphia, Boston, and New York, 
leaders broke away from white 
Methodists and Baptists. By 
1816, the first independent black 
denomination, the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, came 
into existence, and was quickly 
followed by the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Zion Church in 
1821. 

In these independent church-
es, African Americans combined 
evangelical zeal with work on 
behalf of struggling free blacks 
and antislavery advocacy. Be-
cause limited educational and 
vocational opportunities were 
open to blacks in northern states, 
churches also served as schools, 
training centers, and centers of 
community organization. 

Many of the early black news-
papers published were facilitated 
or spearheaded by black clergy, 
and thus the churches helped to 
bring African Americans across 
distances together into a more 
self-conscious community. 

They also linked African 
Americans to wider networks 
of evangelical life in Great Brit-
ain, the Caribbean, and the small 

communities of migrants who 
were moving to the colonies of 
Sierra Leone and Liberia after 
the 1820s, thereby sowing the 
seeds for an international “Pan-
African” movement. 

Indeed, some of the first 
“black nationalists,” leaders who 
advocated for the full rights of 
African Americans and who 
favored a worldwide political 
movement of African-descended 
peoples, were Protestant clergy.

It should also be remembered, 
though, that a sizeable number 
of free black Protestants chose 
not to join independent black 
churches, but remained in bi-
racial Presbyterian, Congre-
gational, or Episcopalian con-
gregations. Some also sought 
religious experience in the many 
new religious movements, from 
the Shakers to the Mormons, 
who emerged in the evangelical 
awakenings of the 1820s and 
1830s. Though their numbers 
were quite small, it is clear that 
the social unrest and creativ-
ity catalyzed by awakening left 
small openings for interracial 
community and often more 
egalitarian styles of life than 
those offered by traditional Prot-
estant churches. Just as was true 
of whites in the antebellum era, 
free blacks took advantage of 
the many opportunities for “re-
ligious seeking” that came their 
way.

It is important to emphasize 
that not all African Americans 
were slaves during the nine-
teenth century, and that the re-
alities of life in the north and 
south for blacks, which were 
quite different, led inevitably to 
different kinds of religious pat-
terns and organizations. In the 
north, educated blacks often 
assimilated very successfully 
into white culture. Thus, their 
churches most often replicated 
white evangelical patterns very 
closely, although they almost 
always injected an antislavery 
message into their social work. 

In the south, where slaves 
often remained much more iso-
lated from whites, and where the 
“white church” often seemed 
like a sham, the invisible insti-
tution aided in the retention of 
many more African practices 
and beliefs that were incorpo-
rated into Christian worship. By 
the time of the Civil War, then, 
black worship in the north and 
the south were very different. 

The differences between 
northern and southern blacks 
can be fascinating, or utterly baf-
fling. Why would white owners 
have wanted to convert slaves 
to Christianity? What advan-
tages and disadvantages would 
conversion have held for them? 
What tensions might revival-
ism have raised between slaves, 
white owners, and evangelical 
ministers? Why would slaves 
have wanted to adopt the reli-
gion of their masters? What did 
it mean, in practical terms, to 
be both spiritually free yet still 
owned as property? Finally, the 
big question: Was evangelical 
religion ultimately a positive 
thing for blacks, both southern 
and northern, or did it only help 
to make them obedient in the 
face of white oppression?

Only in recent years have 
scholars begun to investigate the 
varieties of African-American 
religious experience in nine-
teenth-century America. Since 
the 1970s, abundant evidence 
has emerged to document the 
ways in which remnants of Af-
rican religious systems indeed 
survived the horrors of slavery. 

This collection of information 
has been passed along through 
several national publications and 
is one that should continued to 
be shared.

You may contact Daphne Hig-
gins at religion@mississippilink.
com or mail 2659 Livingston 
Rd., Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion EditorBlack History tour

Historical church celebrates 
“At the Crossroads”

During the month of 
February, Black History 
artifacts are sought and 
expanded knowledge of 
the wonderful heritage 
of people of color is 
gained by all who seek 
it. For the residents of 
the metropolitan Jack-
son area, the opportunity 
to see first-hand items of 
years past, is more avail-
able than many think.

The Youth and Col-

lege Ministries of Col-
lege Hill M. B. Church 
recently visited an Af-
rican American exhibit 
hall filled with artifacts 
from decades past locat-
ed in The Room, 421 W. 
Woodrow Wilson Drive.

The Room owner 
Johnny Morrow gave 
the young people a tour 
of the facility and shared 
stories that gave them a 
new sense of awareness 
and pride.

Farish Street Baptist Church, 
619 North Farish Street, will hold 
its annual black history month 
observance Saturday, Feb. 23, 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. Although the celebra-
tion will take place on the grounds 
of the church, its location is being 
identified as “At the Crossroads 
of Freedom Street and Equality 
Lane.”

Throughout the day, local mer-
chants and artists will showcase 
their goods and talents. Soul food 
will be available for sampling.

Later in the day, an afternoon 
panel will address three impor-
tant anniversaries in the history of 
African American people: 1863 
- the Emancipation Proclamation; 
1963 - the Civil Rights March on 
Washington; and the last 50 years, 
1963-2013.

Panel speakers include: Dr. 
Matthew Holden, a Wepner Dis-
tinguished Professor in political 
science at the University of Illinois 
Springfield; Dr. Robert Smith, a 
medical pioneer and Civil Rights 
activist; and Judge Tomie Green, 

senior circuit 
court judge, 
Seventh Cir-
cuit Court 
D i s t r i c t , 
Hinds Coun-
ty Miss.

For more information contact 
Alberta Smith at ACAMPSMITH@
aol.com or 601-672-8876; Juanita 
Brown 601-918-5137; or Farish 
Street Baptist Church, 601-355-
0636. Dr. Hickman M. Johnson is 
the pastor of Farish Street Baptist 
Church.

Johnson

The Room is the home of one of the first television sets 
sold. It was a rare household item for African Americans 
and in its early existence was a symbol of success.

Anquenesha Rutledge is the model with one of the 
many vintage cars on display in The Room.

Photos saluting the history of Lanier High School and 
its students hang in The Room.
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R E i g n i n g 
A n n o u n C E M E n t s

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, will 
conclude its revival Friday, Feb. 22, at 7:30 p.m. Revivalist Bishop Cecil Hale of Santa Rosa, 
Calif., is the speaker. For more visit www.holycityempowermentministries.com or call (601) 
879-3999.

Cade Chapel Baptist Church, Jackson, will host “An Evening of Elegance and Grace” dur-
ing its 25th Annual Red and White Gala Friday, Feb. 22, at 7 p.m., at the Jackson Convention 
Center Complex. Pam Confer and Stan Branson will provide entertainment for the evening. 
Single tickets are $35 per person and reserved tables are available. For more information 
call 601-214-2761.

Evangelist Temple House of Refuge for all Nations COGIC, 704 University Blvd., will ob-
serve its black history service, “Celebrating Our Legacy with our Gifts and Talents,” Sunday, 
Feb. 24, at 6 p.m. Special guest for this event is Elder Joshua Tatum. For more information 
call 601.355.1021.

New Hope Baptist Church continues its  “Back in the Day” month long celebration of Black 
History. The programs are held each Thursday in February beginning at 6 p.m. in the Fam-
ily Life Center Chapel, 2nd Floor, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson 39206. Featured speakers for 
remaining Thursdays are Dr. James B. Ewers Jr., Feb. 21, and a special tribute to Mr. Med-
gar Evers Feb. 28. The event coordinator is Flonzie Brown Wright. Dr. Jerry Young is pas-
tor. For more information, contact Jim Adams, youth director at 601-366-7002 or jadams@
newhope-baptist.org

Saint Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church is hosting a one day Singles conference, 
“Choices, Challenges and Consequences!” Singles of all ages are invited to attend the event 
at Saint Paul, Saturday, March 2, 2013 beginning at 8 a.m. Registration is $10 per person 
through March 1, 2013. Tickets may be purchased online at www.stpaulamemadison.org. 
This conference will share practical insights from the Bible for equipping and empowering 
singles to find hope, peace and even joy in their seasons of waiting. Saint Paul African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church is located at 816 Madison Avenue in Madison, Miss. directly across 
from the soccer fields in Liberty Park. For more information or directions to the church please 
visit us online at www.stpaulamemadison.org or call 601-898-9610.



What is the 
toughest, most 
nerve wracking fi-
nal exam you have 
ever taken? For a 
lawyer, it has to be 
the exam to be ad-

mitted to the Bar. For some, it may 
have been the final exam of the most 
difficult subject they had to pass in 
order to graduate. Imagine an exam 
that meant that if you failed, that also 
meant that all the tuition money and 
years of work were a loss.

Some day you will stand before 
Jesus Christ, who will examine your 
life and work. The saddest picture of 
all will be those who thought they 
were Christians but upon examina-
tion, Christ will rebuke their lack of 
faith, demonstrated by their failure 
to make adequate and timely prepa-
ration.

Matthew 25-1:13 - “Then shall 
the Kingdom of Heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins which took their 
lamps and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom. And five of them were 
wise and five was foolish. They who 
were foolish took their lamps and 
took no oil with them. But the wise 
took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. While the bridegroom tar-
ried, they all slumbered and slept. 
And at midnight there was a cry 
made, ‘Behold, the bridegroom co-
meth; go ye out to meet Him.’ Then 
all those virgins arose and trimmed 
their lamps. And the foolish said 
unto the wise, ‘Give us your oil, 
for our lamps are gone out.’ But the 
wise answered, saying, ‘Not so; lest 
there be not enough for us and you. 
But go ye rather to them that sell and 
buy for yourselves.’ And while they 
went to buy, the bridegroom came, 
and they who were ready went in 
with Him to the marriage. And the 
door was shut. Afterward came also 
the other virgins, saying, ‘Lord, 
Lord, open to us.’ But He answered 
and said, ‘Verily, I say unto you, I 
know you not.’ Watch therefore, for 
ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of Man cometh.”

We should be prepared for His 
coming. This truth is illustrated by 
the five wise virgins in our story. As 
I have already indicated, the brides-
maids knew the bridegroom was 
coming but didn’t know just when. 
They knew that when He did come, 
they could join the bridegroom in a 
wonderful celebration. They were 
to have their lamps burning brightly 
when they went out to meet Him 
and escort Him to the marriage cel-
ebration. 

They not only needed lamps but 
also oil for the lamps. So thinking 
ahead, we read in verse 4 that they 
“took oil in their vessels with their 
lamps.” They did not assume that 
they would be able to get oil for their 
lamps at the last minute, by borrow-
ing some or by going out and buying 

some. No, they made preparation so 
that they would be ready to meet the 
bridegroom at any time.

Even so, we should think ahead 
and make sure that we have pre-
pared for the return of Christ. And 
just as the five wise virgins made 
sure they were ready at any time by 
securing oil for their lamps well in 
advance, even so we need to make 
spiritual preparation for His return 
now. 

First and foremost, we must make 
sure that we have truly repented of 
our sin and placed our faith in Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior. If you 
have done that, then you have been 
born again. You have been given a 
new heart. If you are truly saved, 
then you have received the Holy 
Spirit of God into your heart. And 
oil is one of the common symbols of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Notice that watching and being 
prepared does not mean that we 
must be on our tiptoes at all times in 
anticipation of His return. The five 
wise virgins fell asleep while the 
groom tarried. But what was most 
important was the fact that they had 
their oil and they were ready at any 
time to go out and meet Him. And 
if you are truly saved, then you are 
ready to meet the Lord.

Some foolishly fail to prepare. 
One basic difference between be-
ing foolish and being wise is that the 
fool lives only for today and doesn’t 
think ahead. But the wise person 
prepares for the future. Even so, the 
five foolish virgins illustrate those 
who fail to prepare for the return of 
Christ. Outwardly all the virgins are 
the same; what distinguishes them 
is their supply of oil. Thus, the five 
foolish virgins were totally unpre-
pared to meet the bridegroom. They 
illustrate the many who have the 
look of a believer and even the lan-
guage of a believer but not the life of 
a believer. 

Too many have had a profession 
of faith without a possession of faith. 
The Apostle Paul warned in 2 Timo-
thy 3:5 that in the last days, there will 

be some “having a form of godliness 
but denying its power.” Don’t make 
that mistake. Make sure your faith 
is real. No one can be saved on the 
strength of someone else’s spiritual 
experience. The faith of your parents 
or your spouse will not save you. 

It is not from our fellows, how-
ever bright their lamps, that we can 
ever get that inward grace. None of 
them has more than suffices for their 
own needs, nor can any give it to 
another. Salvation is not transferable 
from one person to another. No one 
can give you salvation. 

The lesson is plain. Each person 
is responsible for their own spiritual 
condition and we can only get the 
new life we need from God when 
He gives you the opportunity. 

Some think you can be saved 
when Christ returns. However, 
when Christ returns and we enter 
into the marriage celebration with 
Him, the door of opportunity to be 
saved will be shut forever. So sud-
denly Christ will come and after that 
shout from Heaven there will not be 
time for anything else. If you are not 
saved, you will not have time to get 
saved. It will be too late.

Finally, Jesus drives home the 
main lesson of the parable in verse 
13. Christ is saying that prepared-
ness is essential, for the time is com-
ing when getting ready will no lon-

ger be possible. It is impossible in 
the day of Christ’s coming to make 
up for neglect of previous prepara-
tion. So there must be no delay in 
getting ready for the return of Christ. 
Once He has returned, the door of 
grace is irrevocably closed. Even if 
you’re only a little too late, you will 
be forever too late. 

Imagine the sheer terror of those 
who will face God someday, realiz-
ing that they have been caught un-
prepared and the door to the King-
dom is shut. The time to get saved is 
now! If Christ were to come today, 
would you be ready? If you were to 
die today, would you be ready? 

Have you made preparation to 
meet the Lord? The Apostle Paul 
wrote, “Examine yourselves, wheth-
er you are in the faith” (2 Corinthi-
ans 13:5). Don’t wait until it is too 
late to discover that you need to be 
saved. My prayer for all is that they 
will pass the final exam.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pas-
tor of Crossroads Church of God in 
Farmhaven (Canton), Miss., and is 
married to Velma L. Green. He hon-
orably served in the U.S. Army for 
20 years. Presently, Rev. Green is a 
member of the National Association 
of Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He serves as vice-chair-
man at the Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of FEBRUARY 21

1.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 Tamela	Mann
2.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
3.	 Hold	On	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
4.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
5.	 Awesome	 	 	 Pastor	Charles	Jenkins	&	Fellowship	Chicago
6.	 Your	Best	Days	Yet	 	 Bishop	Paul	S.	Morton
7.	 Testimony		 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy
8.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell
9.	 God’s	Up	To	Something	Good	 Hart	Ramsey	&	The	NCC	Family	Choir
10.	 Shifting	The	Atmosphere	 Jason	Nelson

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Are you prepared for the Second 
Coming of Christ? - Part III

At the request of Rev. 
Simeon Green III, pastor 
of Crossroads Church 
of God, Oleta Garrett 
Fitzgerald delivered the 
Black History address 
during the morning wor-
ship service Feb. 17. To 
the delight of the con-
gregation, she presented 
moments of living black 
history using two church 
members as her subjects 
who were present.

Fitzgerald’s first 
presentation was on 
96-year-old Ozie Garrett 
Wattleton who sat smil-
ing in her pew. 

Wattleton has made 
her home back in Farm-
haven after leaving at 
the age of 16. She was 
called to the ministry a 
year later in 1933. She 
was married for 31 years 
to the late George Wat-
tleton. She is mother of 
one daughter, Faye Wat-
tleton, and grandmother 
of Felicia Gordan both 
of New York City.

Wattleton has been 
the pastor of many 
churches, including an 
all white church in Co-
lumbus, Neb. She built 
a church in Atlanta from 
the procurement of land 
to overseeing the con-
struction of the edifice to 
growing the congrega-
tion. Until a few years 
ago she was a sought-
after evangelist with in-
vitations from across the 
United States. 

She is recognized in 
the Church of God movement as 
one of the most dynamic leaders of 
our time. She received an honarary 
doctorate degree from Anderson 
University in Anderson, Ind.

She has single-handedly added 
to the economy of Madison Coun-
ty because periodically out-of-
town guests come and spend days 
honoring her.

Fitzgerald’s second presentation 
was that of Bradford Evans who 
will be 104 years old on March 9. 
He walks to his pew on Sunday 
morning, enjoys the service and 
testifies about the goodness of God. 

He is the lone survivor of 10 
sisters and brothers. He and his 
late wife Margie were the parents 
of two sons who live in Chicago 

but spend much of their time here 
looking after their father.

Evans was named after his 
uncle Bradford who was a slave. 
Today he owns 263 acres of land 
where he and his family raised cot-
ton, corn and cattle. 

Years before that, his father 
owned 600 acres but lost half of 
it when the 99-year Government 
16 Section Lease was up. Evans 
was gravely saddened when the 
government would not extend the 
16 Section Lease to him after his 
father’s death. 

During the civil rights days, Ev-
ans went to marches in Canton and 
participated in boycotts. He often 
drove people to the polls to vote. 

Living Black History 
presented at Crossroads COG

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Minnie	Garrett
Editor Emeritus
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A ‘once in a lifetime opportu-
nity’ awaits you inside the Smith 
Robertson Museum and Cultural 
Center. Located a stone’s throw 
from the State Capitol building, 
at 528 Bloom St., it’s just within 
walking distance of principal busi-
nesses and attractions in downtown 
Jackson. 

Through art, artifacts and pho-
tography, the work, lifestyle and 
artistic contributions of African 
Americans are celebrated, evok-
ing a greater understanding of the 
African-American experience in 
the Deep South.

The museum is housed in the 
former Smith Robertson School, 
the first public school built for Af-
rican Americans in Jackson. The 
school opened in 1894 and served 

the African-American community 
until 1971. The original building 
was a two-story wood structure 
that burned in 1909. A brick struc-
ture was erected by a local African-
American contractor to replace the 
school that same year. 

In 1929, the prominent architec-
tural firm Hull and Mulvaney en-
larged the building and enhanced 
it with its Art Deco facade. The 
school was named for Smith Rob-
ertson, who was born a slave in 
Fayette, Ala., in 1847. After the 
Civil War, he migrated to Jackson 
where he operated a successful 
barbering business. He was also in 
local politics and became the first 
African-American alderman in the 
City of Jackson.

One of the most notable gradu-
ates of Smith Robertson School 

is internationally known writer 
and future literary giant Richard 
Wright, who attended the school 
and was valedictorian of his junior 
high class.

In 1923, while attending Smith 
Robertson Junior High School, 
Wright’s first short story, “The 
Voodoo of Hill’s Half-Acre,” was 
published in the Jackson Southern 
Register. He was a 1925 graduate. 

Though Wright spent only a 
few years of his life in Mississippi, 
those years would play a key role 
in his two most important works: 
Native Son, a novel, and his auto-
biography, Black Boy.

The school closed in 1971 be-
cause of integration and was aban-
doned. Concerned citizens within 
the community wanted to stop the 
building from being torn down. 

Dr. Jessie Mosley and Dr. Alfer-
dteen Harrison organized a petition 
to save the school and the museum 
opened in 1984. Mosley was the 
museum’s first director and was 
eventually named “Director Emer-
itus.”

The Smith Robertson Museum 
and Cultural Center is dedicated 

to increasing public understanding 
and awareness of the historical ex-
perience and cultural expressions 
of people of African descent. Ar-
tifacts highlight the contributions 
of black Mississippians through 

struggle and achievement, as seen 
in exhibits such as From Slavery 
to America, 1670-1864 and in the 
Hall of Fame, which includes per-
sonalities from the state who are pi-
oneers in their respective positions.

The right of blacks to vote 
and to serve in the United States 
Congress was established after 
the Civil War by amendments 
to the Constitution. The Thir-

teenth Amendment (ratified 
Dec. 6, 1865) abolished slavery. 
The Fourteenth Amendment 
(ratified July 9, 1868) made all 
people born or naturalized in the 
United States citizens. 

The Fifteenth Amendment 
(ratified Feb. 3, 1870) forbade 
the denial or abridgment of the 
right to vote on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of 
servitude and gave Congress the 

power to enforce the law by ap-
propriate legislation.

In 1866, Congress passed the 
Civil Rights Act and the four 
Reconstruction Acts, which dis-
solved all governments in the 
former Confederate states with 
the exception of Tennessee. It 
divided the South into five mili-
tary districts.

In these five districts, the 
military through the Freed-
men’s Bureau helped protect the 
rights and safety of newly freed 
blacks. The act required that the 
former Confederate states ratify 
their constitutions conferring 
citizenship rights on blacks or 
forfeit their representation in 
Congress.

As a result of these measures, 
blacks acquired the right to vote 
across the Southern states. In 
several states (notably Mis-
sissippi and South Carolina), 
blacks were the majority of the 
population. By forming coali-
tions with pro-Union whites, 
Republicans took control of the 
state legislatures. 

At the time, state legislatures 
elected the members of the U.S. 
Senate. During Reconstruction, 
only the state legislature of Mis-
sissippi elected black senators. 
And on Feb. 25, 1870, Hiram 
Rhodes Revels was seated as 
the first black member of the 
senate, while Blanche K. Bruce, 
also of Mississippi, seated in 
1875, was the second. Rhodes 
was also the first black member 
of the congress.

All of these Reconstruction 
era black senators and repre-
sentatives were members of the 
Republican Party. The Repub-
licans represented the party of 
Abraham Lincoln and of eman-
cipation. The Southern Demo-
crats represented the party of 
planters, slavery and secession.

From 1868, southern elec-
tions were accompanied by in-
creasing violence, especially in 
Louisiana, Mississippi and the 
Carolinas. In the mid-1870s, 
paramilitary groups such as the 
White League and Red Shirts 
worked openly to turn Repub-
licans out of office and intimi-
date blacks from voting. This 
followed on the earlier years of 
secret vigilante action by the Ku 
Klux Klan against freedmen and 
allied whites.

After the disputed Presiden-
tial election of 1876 between 
Democratic Samuel J. Tilden, 
governor of New York, and Re-
publican Rutherford B. Hayes, 
governor of Ohio, a national 
agreement between Democratic 
and Republican factions was ne-
gotiated, resulting in the Com-
promise of 1877. 

Under the compromise, Dem-
ocrats conceded the election 
to Hayes and promised to ac-
knowledge the political rights of 
blacks; Republicans agreed no 
longer to intervene in Southern 
affairs and promised to appro-
priate a portion of federal mon-

ies toward Southern projects.
With the Southern states “re-

deemed,” Democrats gradually 
regained control of Southern 
legislatures. They proceeded 
to restrict the rights of the ma-
jority of blacks and many poor 
whites to vote by imposing new 
requirements for poll taxes, sub-
jective literacy tests, more strict 
residency requirements and oth-
er elements difficult for laborers 
to satisfy.

By the 1880s, legislators in-
creased restrictions on black 
voters through voter registration 
and election rules. Nonetheless, 
in 1888 John Mercer Langs-
ton, president of Virginia State 
University at Petersburg, was 
elected to the U.S. Congress as 
the first African American from 
Virginia (and the last for nearly 
a century).

From 1890 to 1908, starting 
with Mississippi, white Demo-
crats passed new constitutions 
in 10 Southern states with pro-
visions that restricted voter reg-
istration and forced hundreds of 
thousands of people from regis-
tration rolls.

There is a common thread that 
runs through the lives of the in-
dividuals who were active in the 
Civil Rights Movement in this 
country. That thread is a com-
mitment to service.

Whether as educators, public 
servants, community activists 
or non-profit staff, the veterans 
have a desire to help provide 
leadership as practitioners, coun-
selors or mentors in the ongoing 
pursuit of human rights.  There-
fore, in 2004, an organization 
was created with the mission 
of preserving the history of the 
Mississippi Civil Rights Move-
ment.  

The Veteran’s Collection of 
over 200 videotaped personal 
interviews and stories; video-

taped lecture series; videotaped 
conferences, board meetings and 
symposium are available for fu-
ture generations to learn of the 
Civil Rights Movement and the 
connections between race, class, 
culture and their impact on poli-
tics.

It took on the task of educat-
ing and motivating young people 
about this history, creating an open 
space for dialogue on the critical 
rights issues affecting all today, 
and using the lessons learned from 
all of the human rights struggles 
in this country - especially in the 
deep south and particularly Mis-
sissippi - to open minds and help 
create a truly just society.

The organization moved to its 
present location on the campus 
of historic Tougaloo College, 

Tougaloo, Miss., in November 
2012. Its mission statement: 
documenting and telling the sto-
ries of Civil Rights veterans to 
empower the next generation to 
continue the quest for freedom, 
justice and equality. Its vision 
statement is “empowering the 
next generation - passing it on to 
carry it on.”

On Thursday, Feb. 28, co-
founder and former chairman 
Jimmie Travis will be honored 
with a symposium series dedi-
cated to his name, beginning at 
6:30 p.m., Tougaloo College, 
Woodworth Chapel, 500 W. 
County Line Dr., Tougaloo.

Dr. Joyce Ladner, former 
president of Howard University, 
stated, “Jimmie was very com-
mitted to the principle of the 

Civil Rights Movement that em-
phasized the right of the people 
to decide their fates through his 
fearless dedication.

“He was one of the ‘tent poles’ 
of the Mississippi movement 
that held many together. No one 
was more committed to empow-
ering Mississippi’s black and 
poor people than Jimmie Travis. 
Behind his quiet easy manner, 
soft voice and beautiful smile 
was a man-child of steel who 
was determined to destroy every 
vestige of racial segregation.”

To learn more about Travis 
and other veterans of the move-
ment, tributes and remembranc-
es will be given by Rev. Annie 
Travis, his widow and chaplain 
at Rust College; Owen Brooks, 
Civil Rights veteran and friend; 

a MADDRAMA by 
the Jackson State Uni-
versity Performance 
Troupe; and a video 
tribute produced by Joe 
Davenport, a student 
filmmaker.

For more informa-
tion, contact Hollis 
Watkins, chairman, 
or Cynthia Goodloe 
Palmer, executive di-
rector, Veterans of 
the Mississippi Civil 
Rights Movement, 
Inc., P. O. Box 20978, 
Jackson, MS 39289; 
(601) 977-7914 office; 
(601) 977-6148 fax. 
Visit the website: www.
MsCivilRightsVeter-
ans.com

Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement

Mosley

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi black history preserved in Smith 
Robertson Museum and Cultural Center

Mississippian Hiram Rhodes Revels first African 
American U.S. senator during Reconstruction

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Smith Robertson School, now museum

Nov. 14, 2012. It’s Official! The Veterans of 
the Misissippi Civil Rights Movement, Inc., 
has officially relocated its administrative of-
fice to the histroic campus of Tougaloo Col-
lege. Dr. Beverly Hogan, president, and other 
faculty welcome Chariman Hollis Watkins 
and members of the board of directors

Mississippian Hiram Rhodes Revels (R-MS) was first African 
American U.S. Senator (seated left), here shown with first black 
Representatives Rep. Benjamin S. Turner (R-AL), Robert DeLarge (R-
SC), Josiah Walls (R-FL), Jefferson Long (R-GA), Joseph Rainey and 
Robert B. Elliott (R-SC).
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“One hundred 
fifty years after 
the Emancipation 
Proclamation and 
50 years after the 
March on Wash-
ington, we cel-

ebrate the spirit of our ancestors, 
which has allowed us to move 
from a nation of unborn hopes and 
a history of disenfranchised votes 
to today’s expression of a more 
perfect union.

“Where our paths seem blan-
keted by throngs of oppression and 
riddled by pangs of despair, we ask 
for your guidance toward the light 
of deliverance, and that the visions 
of those who came before us and 
dreamed of this day, that we recog-
nize that their visions still inspire 
us.” - Myrlie Evers-Williams, 
2013 Presidential Inaugural Invo-
cation

When Myrlie Evers-Williams 
gave the invocation at President 
Obama’s January 2013 inaugura-
tion, she was in part recognizing 
the vision and courage of her late 
great husband, Mississippi civil 
rights leader Medgar Evers, assas-
sinated by a gun 50 years ago. 

Medgar was a huge inspira-
tion for me. As a 22-year-old first 
year law student at Yale, I trav-
eled to Mississippi during my first 
spring break in 1961 to reconnect 
with my friends from SNCC - the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee.

After the sit-in movement and 
SNCC’s founding at Shaw Uni-
versity in Raleigh, N.C, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. and Ella Baker 
pulled together those of us who 
had sat down at lunch counters 
from across the South.

It was then that I decided on 
the spur of the moment to apply 
to law school after volunteering 
for the Atlanta National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP). I saw how 
many poor black people could not 
get or afford legal counsel. Few, if 
any, white lawyers took civil rights 
cases at that time.

I had been thinking about going 
to graduate school to study 19th 
Century Russian Literature and 
entering the Foreign Service. But 
I was jolted by such great need and 
injustice all around me at home 
and remembered my daddy’s re-
minder that God ran a full employ-
ment economy. And if you fol-
lowed the need, you’d never lack 
for a worthwhile purpose in life. 
So I applied to law school - with 
no understanding of what it en-

tailed. 
Many of my SNCC friends had 

gone into the poorest and most 
dangerous states of the South to or-
ganize poor black citizens to vote 
and demand a better life. I needed 
to reconnect with my courageous 
friends that spring, to be reminded 
of why I was in law school study-
ing corporations and property law. 
So off I went to Mississippi.

Medgar Evers, the local head 
of the NAACP, was the first wel-
coming face I saw when I arrived. 
He picked me up at the Jackson 
airport and took me home to meet 
and have dinner with Myrlie and 
their children. He then drove me 
up to the Mississippi Delta about 
90 miles away where the SNCC 
headquarters in Greenwood was 
located. Our first news upon ar-
rival was about a shooting which 
had terrorized the black commu-
nity that day.

The next morning, I joined Bob 
Moses and James Forman and 
other local SNCC workers and 
a scraggly group of poor black 
citizens. They fearfully but coura-
geously decided to go to the court-
house to try to register to vote and 
to show that gun violence was not 
going to deter them. 

We were met by a hostile white 
mob and burly white police of-
ficers with German Shepherds in 
tow. It was the first time police 
dogs were brought out to attack 
civil rights workers in the 1960s. 
I was at the end of the line, hav-
ing promised my mother and my 
Mississippi-born Yale Law profes-
sor that I would not be arrested. 

I marvel to this day at Bob Mo-
ses’ courage in not moving when 
a police dog lunged at his thigh 
and ripped his pants. The crowd 
of black would-be registrants scat-
tered and all the SNCC leaders 
were arrested. They began throw-
ing to me their car keys, as they 
were taken off to jail right down 
the street, followed by the men-
acing mob and police with dogs. 
They were to be tried immediately.

I had the phone number of John 
Doar, the assistant attorney general 
for Civil Rights in the Justice De-
partment, in my jeans and I called 
him in a panic from a telephone 
booth. I was trying to describe the 
lawless scene and I realized that 
all three of the black lawyers in the 
state who would take civil rights 
cases were 90 miles away in Jack-
son. In a steely calm voice, Doar 
admonished me to just state the 
facts and to control my emotions. 

I knew then in every pore of my 
being how it felt to be a poor, help-
less, isolated, terrified black person 

in that lawless state. I ran from the 
phone booth to the courthouse and 
tried to go up the steps to help my 
SNCC friends. But I was blocked 
from entering the front door. I 
went around to a side alley to try 
to get into the back door and was 
again blocked by police. 

However, I knew in those few 
horrible minutes that I would sur-
vive law school and come back 
to Mississippi to practice law and 
seek justice for the voiceless and 
voteless. I had found my calling.

Medgar was a Mississippi na-
tive, a graduate of Alcorn State 
University in Mississippi and a 
World War II veteran who had 
fought for his country at the battle 
of Normandy but was turned away 
at gunpoint back home when he 
tried to vote. 

After he was turned down for 
admission at the segregated Uni-
versity of Mississippi’s law school, 
he helped lay the groundwork for 
James Meredith to become the first 
African American admitted to that 
university. As the NAACP’s first 
field secretary in Mississippi, he 
was instrumental in coordinating 
civil rights activity in the state. 

Medgar led by example, unde-
terred in the face of open white 
hostility. In the early morning 
hours of June 12, 1963, he was 
shot and killed in his driveway 
after returning home from an 
NAACP meeting. Byron de la 
Beckwith was finally convicted of 
the murder 31 years later, thanks to 
Myrlie’s dogged persistence.

I returned to live in Missis-
sippi in 1964, a year after Medgar 
Evers’s death, as a staff attorney 
with the NAACP Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, helping 
to continue the work Medgar and 
others had begun and to provide 
legal help for the Mississippi 
Freedom Summer Project work-
ers organized by SNCC and the 
Council of Federated Organiza-
tions (COFO), a coalition of civil 
rights groups.

They all had traveled to this 
closed society to shed light on it 
and support local black citizens 
who were seeking to exercise their 
right to vote.

Marian Wright Edelman is 
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund whose Leave No 
Child Behind® mission is to en-
sure every child a Healthy Start, 
a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe 
Start and a Moral Start in life and 
successful passage to adulthood 
with the help of caring families 
and communities. For more in-
formation, go to www.childrens-
defense.org.

The murder of 14-year-old 
Emmett Till in 1955 was a wa-
tershed moment, marking the 
beginning of the modern Civil 
Rights Movement. While visit-
ing relatives near Money, Miss., 
the Chicago native was murdered 
for allegedly whistling at a white 
woman. 

Like everyone else, I was ap-
palled to learn that rapper Lil 
Wayne had made a vulgar refer-
ence to Till’s death. On a re-mix 
of an upcoming CD by Future 
called “Karate Chop,” Lil Wayne 
essentially spewed the line: 
“Beat that ….. like Emmett Till.”

First, I had planned to excori-
ate Little Wayne about his insult, 
to remind him that musical artists 
don’t have to be ignorant fools, 
even while showing their under-
wear on stage. 

But rather than spend another 
nanosecond on Lil Wayne, we 
should use this Black History 
Month moment to educate young 
people who may not have ever 
heard of Emmett Till. 

While serving as editor of 
Emerge magazine, I had the plea-
sure of interviewing Mrs. Mamie 

Till Mobley, Emmett’s mother. 
For the 40th anniversary of his 
death in 1995, I wrote a story on 
Emmett Till.

Mamie Till Bradley was about 
to experience a mother’s worst 
nightmare. She had to iden-
tify the corpse of her only child, 
14-year-old Emmett Till, who 
had been abducted, beaten, shot 
in the head and tossed into the 
Tallahatchie River near Green-
wood, Miss.

As she approached the cold, 
metal slab that held the mutilated 
body at A. A. Rayner and Sons 
funeral home in Chicago, the 
grieving mother thought to her-
self: “I‘ve got a job to do and it’s 
not going to be easy.”

After inspecting the out-
stretched body inch by inch, Mrs. 
Till came to the sad but inescap-
able conclusion that the remains 
of what remained before her 
were those of Emmett Louis Till. 

Still, she turned to Gene Mo-
bley, later to become her third 
husband, hoping he might have 
noticed something that she had 
not, anything that would cast the 
slightest doubt about whether this 
was indeed Bo - as they called 
him. But Mobley had identified 

young Till 
in his mind 
long before 
the child’s 
mother had 
finished her 
methodical 
examination. 
The barber 
recognized the haircut he had 
given Emmett two weeks earlier, 
just before Bo left for Missis-
sippi.

Mrs. Till had one thought over 
and over: What kind of person 
could do this to another human 
being, especially a 14-year-old 
boy? Her second thought was 
that this was a sight so ghastly, 
so inhumane that people would 
have to see it for themselves to 
believe it.

“Gene, I want you to go home 
and get some of Bo’s pictures,” 
she said. “We’ll spread the pic-
tures around.” The undertaker 
politely asked, “Do you want me 
to fix him up?” Mrs. Till did not 
hesitate: “No, you can’t fix that. 
Let the world see what I saw.”

Obviously, Lil Wayne never 
saw that story. If he had, he 
would have realized this isn’t 
something to be taken lightly.

OPINION

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

Killing black teens - literally
The death of 

Hadiya Pendle-
ton, a 15-year-old 
honor student 
at King College 
Prep High School 
on Chicago’s 

South Side finally received the na-
tional attention that it deserved. An 
honor student and majorette in her 
school’s marching band, Hadiya 
participated in President Obama’s 
inaugural parade in the nation’s 
capital.

After leaving school on Jan. 29, 
Hadiya was shot and killed in a 
park after she and friends sought 
shelter under a canopy when it be-
gan raining. She was killed about a 
mile from Obama’s Chicago home. 
Hadiya’s father, Nathaniel Pendle-
ton, summed up his loss: “They 
took the light of my life…. She 
was destined for great things and 
you stripped that from her.”

First Lady Michelle Obama, 
Secretary of Education Arne Dun-
can and presidential adviser Val-
erie Jarrett attended Hadiya’s fu-
neral Saturday, Feb. 9. Her mother, 
Cleopatra Cowley-Pendleton, was 
a guest of the Obamas at his State 
of the Union address. The president 
visited Chicago Friday, Feb. 15, 
where he delivered a major address 
on gun violence.

According to statistics analyzed 
by the Chicago Reporter, more 
young people are killed in Chicago 
than any other city in the nation. 
More than 530 people under 21 
years old have been killed since 
2008 - most of them in black and 
brown neighborhoods - while hun-
dreds of others have been injured. 

According to the Reporter, 
nearly 80 percent of youth homi-
cides occur in 22 black or Latino 
neighborhoods on the city’s South, 
Southwest and West sides, even 
though those communities repre-
sent only one-third of Chicago’s 
population.” Young people are not 
only the victims of gun violence - 

they are usually the ones who pull 
the trigger.

“From 2008 through 2012, 
nearly half of Chicago’s 2,389 ho-
micide victims were killed before 
their 25th birthday. In 2011, the 
most recent year for which the data 
were available, more than 56 per-
cent of individuals who committed 
murder were also under 25. One-
third of Chicago residents are un-
der 25, according to 2011 Census 
estimates,” the Chicago Reporter 
stated. 

“And despite various police 
strategies and community efforts, 
things are getting worse. Last year, 
243 people under 25 were killed in 
Chicago. That’s an 11 percent in-
crease over 2011 and a 26 percent 
jump from 2010.”

Chicago homicides are not lim-
ited to the youth. The Reporter 
also noted, “In 2012, not only did 
Chicago lead the nation in homi-
cides, it witnessed nearly 100 more 
murders than New York City, even 
though the Big Apple has three 
times as many residents. And Chi-
cago witnessed 215 more murders 
than Los Angeles - home to more 
than a million more people.”

Because of highly-publicized 
mass murders - including shooting 
deaths at Sandy Hook Elementary 
in Newtown, Conn., at a movie 
theater in Aurora, Colorado, at 
Fort Hood, Texas, and Virginia 
Tech - much of the gun debate has 
centered on reducing or eliminat-
ing access to assault weapons and 
high-capacity magazines.

While those are laudable goals, 
some police chiefs have pointed 
out that handguns kill far more 
people than assault weapons. In 
its latest report, titled “Black Ho-
micide Victimization in the United 
States: An Analysis of 2010 Ho-
micide Data,” the Violence Policy 
Center reported: 

“For homicides in which the 
weapon used could be identified, 
83 percent of black victims (5,073 
out of 6,149) were shot and killed 
with guns. Of these, 72 percent 

(3,658 victims) were killed with 
handguns. There were 617 victims 
killed with knives or other cutting 
instruments, 219 victims killed by 
bodily force, and 162 victims killed 
by a blunt object.”

Overall, blacks are more than six 
times more likely to be homicide 
victims than whites.

Citing FBI crime reports, the Vi-
olence Policy Center observed, “… 
In 2010, there were 6,469 black ho-
micide victims in the United States. 
The homicide rate among black 
victims in the United States was 
16.32 per 100,000. For that year, 
the overall national homicide rate 
was 4.42 per 100,000. For whites, 
the national homicide rate was 2.66 
per 100,000.”

In addition to the need to ad-
dress handgun violence, President 
Obama, Congress and law enforce-
ment officials should acknowledge 
that violence is a serious problem 
and more often than not, the victim 
knew or had a relationship with the 
person who killed them.

“For homicides in which the vic-
tim to offender relationship could 
be identified, 70 percent of black 
victims (2,146 out of 3,058) were 
murdered by someone they knew. 
Nine hundred twelve victims were 
killed by strangers,” the Violence 
Policy Center report stated.

If this country is serious about 
curbing murders, it must focus on 
tragic deaths, such as the murder 
of Hadiya Pendleton and the 20 
young kids in Newtown, Conn. 
But it must also deal with hand-
guns and the murder of people who 
have or have had a relationship 
with their killer. 

Otherwise, all the tough talk on 
reducing violence is empty rheto-
ric.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA). He can 
be reached through www.george-
curry.com. www.twitter.com/cur-
rygeorge.

The courage and vision of Medgar Evers 

Lil Wayne insults memory of Emmett Till

National Conference of Black 
Mayors - NCBM - issued the fol-
lowing response to President 
Obama’s State of the Union ad-
dress delivered Feb. 12, 2013, via 
NCBM president, Mayor Robert L. 
Bower of East Orange, N.J.

As elected leaders to some of 
our nation’s most diverse citizens, 
we step into the role of mayor each 
day with the objective of building 
a stronger community today than 
we did yesterday. As local leaders 
serving as mayors, we accepted the 
call-to-action presented by Presi-
dent Obama to work with local 
leaders in fortifying the futures of 
our communities and our country.

We listened as he outlined his 
comprehensive plan that support 
the defining notion of our commu-
nities, “the idea that if you work 
hard and meet your responsibilities, 
you can get ahead, no matter where 
you come from, no matter what you 
look like or who you love” and we 
stand in support of that plan.

The President’s State of the 
Union address pinpointed on sev-
eral key issues that impact our com-
munity’s sustainability and vitality. 

Firstly, his approach to the deficit 
reduction, while reinforcing middle 
class America, supports our efforts 
for redeveloping our communities 
as we continue to gain new ground 
as our economy continues to im-
prove. The President’s approach: 
job creation, tax reforms, revolu-
tionizing our manufacturing indus-
tries, bolstering infrastructure and 
supporting investments in clean 
energy.

The affects of gun violence can 
be felt in communities across our 
nation but among these, minority 

communities are clearly impacted. 
Therefore, the President’s plan to 
reduce gun violence addresses the 
fact that gun violence removes se-
curity from our communities and 
prevents us from securing our fu-
tures. 

The President’s plan: imple-
menting reforms that require back-
ground checks and working with 
local law enforcement to rid our 
streets of semi-automatic assault 
weapons and ammunition maga-
zines.

The President’s plan for educa-
tion from preschool to higher edu-
cation continues our nation’s ef-
forts to close the achievement gap 
for minority and low-income chil-
dren. His push for high-quality pre-
schools for every child in America 
will assist in narrowing the divide 
that has persisted for too long.

With minority college students 
disproportionately impacted by the 
student debt crisis, colleges must 
be held accountable and the High 
Education Act offers that hope, as 
80 percent of minorities graduated 
with debt.

The President’s policies on immi-
gration allows many of our citizens 
who contribute to our local and 
national economy to sleep easier 
as our country prepares to embrace 
the millions who have positively 
contributed to our country but have 
been unable to call themselves 
American citizens.

America’s foundation is rooted 
in the sustainability and vitality of 
its communities. It is the unified 
collective that secures our place 
in the future. The college students 
who are pregnant with innovative 
ideas to revolutionize our future. 
The immigrant who’s determina-

tion matches that of his American 
colleague as they work to grow our 
economy. Our capacity to maintain 
our place as the greatest nation 
relies in our ability to educate and 
protect our youth.

Therefore, mayors must work 
with state and local officials, as 
we continue to make the Ameri-
can Dream an obtainable reality 
today, tomorrow and forever. As a 
nonpartisan organization of “able 
servers,” we work everyday toward 
bringing progress to the communi-
ties where we live as proud citizens 
of our nation.

We serve as a reminder to Con-
gress that while politics are decided 
in Washington, their impact is local 
and felt by the citizens we govern 
everyday. We serve as the voice on 
a state and national level to the lo-
cal issues that impact our commu-
nities.

The mayors’ clarion call is: 
“What can I fix today to make 
someone’s life better?”

About the National Conference 
of Black Mayors: 

The National Conference of 
Black Mayors (NCBM) was 
founded in 1974 as a private, non-
political, nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organization that represents Afri-
can American mayors nationwide. 
Representing 650 mayors today, 
NCBM advocates for and impacts 
more than 48 million people. The 
organization’s mission is to enhance 
the executive management capac-
ity of its members for the purpose 
of governing viable municipalities. 
As such, NCBM provides techni-
cal and management assistance to 
its members, as well as serves as a 
clearinghouse for information per-
tinent to municipal development.

National Conference of Black 
Mayors on State of the Union

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist
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Phone,Call: 1-800-323-9741.  
To Order By Mail, Send $79.00 To:  
Amos and Andy DVD Set, PO Box 8344,  
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Please include your telephone number. 
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WE DO IT ALL!
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•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!
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Delivery Drivers: CDl-a. Top Earners: $65k/yr.
safety/perform bonus. Full Family benefits. 401k.
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AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer available.  Financial
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 .
www.CenturaOnline.com
MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES NEEDED!
Train for a career in Healthcare
Management! NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
Advance College gets you job ready! HS
diploma/GED & PC/Internet needed. 1-
888-512-7117.

GO SHOPPING. GET PAID! Shoppers
age 21-28 needed all over Mississippi.
For more information: http://joinstn.com/
HIGH-TECH CAREER with U.S. Navy.
Nuclear engineering training worth 77
college hours, POTENTIAL BONUS, finan-
cial security. High School grads ages 17-
26. Call (800) 852-7621.
HIRING AND MAKING HISTORY!!
2013 Record Growth for DISH Provider
Satellites Unlimited! HIRING IN YOUR
AREA! Service Tech Careers! NO EXPERI-
ENCE-PAID TRAINING! Earn $40,000-
$80,000 a year! Benefits! We Provide you
EVERYTHING at OUR Expense - NOT
yours! Apply: www.SUICareers.com

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.

DRIVER - QUALIFY FOR ANY POR-
TION OF $0.03/MILE QUARTERLY
BONUS: $.01 Safety, $.01 Production,
$.01 MPG. Two raises in first year. 3
months recent experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com
Drivers - CDL-A $5,000 SIGN-ON
BONUS for experienced solo OTR drivers
and O/O’s. Tuition reimbursement also
available! New student pay & lease pro-
gram. USA TRUCK. 877-521-5775.
www.GoUSATruck.com
Drivers - CDL-A: TEAM WITH TOTAL!
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solo Drivers
Also Needed. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
DRIVERS - REGIONAL FLATBED,
Home Every Weekend, 40-45 CPM, Full
Benefits. Must Have Class “A” CDL.
Flatbed Training Available. 800-992-
7863. www.mcelroytrucklines.com
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT chil-
dren $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds.  Fast and easy. Call 1-888-
733-7165  24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-888-471-
1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
LAND OWNERS - 2013 Estate Taxes
changes could have financial conse-
quences for Mississippi property owners
and farmers. Protect your Estate from
Taxes and Probate. For FREE information
packet call 1-877-266-0500, 24/7.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of February 17, 2013

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

Deckhands | Culinary Cooks
Vessel Engineers

Towboat Pilots (Fleet & Line Haul)

Candidates must possess a minimum of a valid 
Driver’s License and High School Diploma/GED. 
Generous wages, bonus plan and advancement 

opportunities, along with a comprehensive 
benefit package, (paid retirement, 401K, 

medical, life & AD&D, etc.).

Interested candidates must apply on-line at: 
www.ingrambarge.com

EOE | M/F/V/D

Ingram Barge Co.,
the leader in the inland marine 
community has openings for:

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

Place Your Classified Ad In Over
100 Newspapers...

One Call, One Order, 
One Check!

Call your local newspaper 
or MS Press Services

601-981-3060

Feb17_MCAN

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113

1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
Packages 

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional 
period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 
months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream 
content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating Blockbuster stores 
(excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. 
Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. 
Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium 
movie offer value is $135. After each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. 
Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or 
unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not 
available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on 
equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile 
device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. Offers 
available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential 
Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. 
HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a 
registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are 
property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113

1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months.

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
Packages 

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional 
period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo).  After 3 
months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream 
content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at participating Blockbuster stores 
(excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. 
Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. 
Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium 
movie offer value is $135. After each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. 
Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or 
unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not 
available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on 
equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile 
device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. Offers 
available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential 
Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. 
HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a 
registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are 
property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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Public Contractor’s

AUCTION

MARTIN & MARTIN AUCTIONEERS, INC.

Call 601-450-6200
For More Information

WWW.MMAOFMS.COM
Jeff Martin MSAL #1255Detailed Info and Photos Available on our website.

Saturday, Feb. 23 - 10am
2236 Hwy 49

Brooklyn (Hattiesburg), MS 39425
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Trucks, Trailers, 
Construction 
Equipment, 

Farm Equipment, 
Attachments, Misc.
and Related Items!
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will be accepting applications on
Thursday & Friday, Feb. 21 & 22

and Monday & Tuesday, Feb. 25 & 26, 2013
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM for:

SEASONAL 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS
All successful candidates will have a minimum of a high-school
diploma or GED. The preferred candidate will have a background
in the operation of heavy equipment.

Only individuals who meet the above qualifications will be considered. 
All applicants must apply in person. Applicants should bring a list of at least 

3 work-related references with phone numbers and addresses.

Applications will be accepted at:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Mississippi Lignite Mining Company

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

Mississippi Lignite Mining Company

will be accepting applications on
Thursday & Friday, Feb. 21 & 22

and Monday & Tuesday, Feb. 25 & 26, 2013
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM for:

SEASONAL 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS
All successful candidates will have a minimum of a high-school
diploma or GED. The preferred candidate will have a background
in the operation of heavy equipment.

Only individuals who meet the above qualifications will be considered. 
All applicants must apply in person. Applicants should bring a list of at least 

3 work-related references with phone numbers and addresses.

Applications will be accepted at:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Mississippi Lignite Mining Company

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

Mississippi Lignite Mining Company
will be accepting applications on

Thursday & Friday, Feb. 21 & 22
and Monday & Tuesday, Feb. 25 & 26, 2013

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM for:

SEASONAL 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS
All successful candidates will have a minimum of a high-school
diploma or GED. The preferred candidate will have a background
in the operation of heavy equipment.

Only individuals who meet the above qualifications will be considered. 
All applicants must apply in person. Applicants should bring a list of at least 

3 work-related references with phone numbers and addresses.

Applications will be accepted at:

Human Resources Department
North American Coal, Mississippi Lignite Mining Company

1000 McIntire Road
Ackerman, MS 39735

“AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER”

Mississippi Lignite Mining Company
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Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Africans enslaved in Mississippi featured in 
International Museum of Muslim Culture

A very unique resident of Natchez, 
Miss., was Abd al-Rahman Ibra-
him. He was born in 1762 in Timbo, 
West Africa (in present day Guinea, 
Fouta Djallon) and was known as the 
“Prince of Slaves.” He was a Fulbe 
or Fulani (Fula) of the land of Fouta 
Djallon. Ibrahim left Futa in 1774 to 
study in Mali at Timbuktu. 

Ibrahim was leader of one of his 
father’s army divisions. After win-
ning a battle against a warring nation, 
he took with him a few soldiers to re-
port back to his father, when he was 
ambushed, captured and sold to slave 
traders in 1788 at the age of 26. 

He was bought by a Natchez cot-
ton plantation owner, and eventually 
became the overseer of the plantation 
of Thomas Foster. In 1794 he mar-
ried Isabella, another slave of Fos-
ter’s, and eventually fathered a large 
family - five sons and four daughters. 

By using his knowledge of grow-
ing cotton in Fouta Djallon, Ibra-
him rose to a position of authority 
on the plantation and became the 
de facto foreman. This granted him 
the opportunity to grow his own 
vegetable garden and sell at the lo-
cal market. 

During this time, he met an old 
acquaintance, Dr. John Cox, an Irish 
surgeon who had served on an Eng-
lish ship and had become the first 
white man to reach Timbo after being 
stranded by his ship and falling ill. 

Cox stayed ashore for six months 
and was taken in by Ibrahima’s fam-
ily. Cox appealed to Foster to sell 
him “Prince” so he could return to 
Africa. However, Foster would not 
budge, since he viewed Ibrahim as 
indispensable to his farm. Cox con-
tinued, until his death in 1829, to 
seek Ibrahim’s freedom, to no avail. 
After Cox died, Ibrahim continued 
the cause. 

In 1816, Ibrahim wrote a letter to 
his relatives in Africa. A local news-
paperman, Andrew Marschalk, who 
was originally from New York, sent 
a copy to Senator Thomas Reed in 
Washington, who forwarded it to the 
U.S. Consulate in Morocco. Since 
Ibrahim wrote in Arabic, Marschalk 
and the U.S. government assumed 

that he was a Moor. 
After the Sultan of Morocco Ab-

derrahmane read the letter, he asked 
President Adams and Secretary of 
State Henry Clay to release Ibrahim. 
In 1829, Thomas Foster agreed to 
his  release without payment, with 
the stipulation that Ibrahim return to 
Africa and not live as a free man in 
America.

Before leaving the U.S., Ibrahim 
and his wife went to various states 
and Washington, D.C., soliciting do-
nations, through the press, personal 
appearances, the American Coloni-
zation Society and politicians, to free 
his family back in Mississippi. Word 
got back to Foster, who considered 
this a breach of the agreement. 

Ibrahim’s actions and freedom 
were also used against President John 
Quincy Adams by future president 
Andrew Jackson during the presiden-
tial election. After ten months, Ibra-
him and Isabella had raised only half 
the funds to free their children, and 
instead left for Monrovia, (settled 
by freed slaves and named for U.S. 
President Monroe) Liberia, without 
their children. Ibrahim lived for four 
months before he contracted a fever 
and died at the age of 67. He never 
saw Fouta Djallon or his children 
again.

One of the great lives chronicled at 
the International Museum of Muslim 
Cultures that of Ibrahim. The Muse-
um also celebrates the contributions 
Muslims have made to the city of 
Jackson, the state of Mississippi, the 
region, the nation and the world. 

In December 2000, a group of 
Jackson area Muslims identified the 
need for the development of a na-
tional museum to educate the pub-
lic about Islamic history and culture 
and the contributions of Muslims to 
world civilization. 

The founders also sought to in-
crease citizens’ understanding and 
appreciation of the richness of Mis-
sissippi’s diverse cultural and reli-
gious heritage and the role that Mus-
lims have played in the state’s history 
and development.

Located in downtown Jackson’s 
Arts District, the International Mu-
seum of Muslim Cultures is the first 

and only Islamic history museum in 
the country. The Museum opened in 
April 2001 with a major exhibition, 
Islamic Moorish Spain: Its Legacy to 
Europe and the West, that was fea-
tured concurrently with The Majesty 
of Spain, an international exhibition 
that ran for six months in Jackson 
at the Mississippi Arts Pavilion, less 
than a block away. The proximity 
and complementary theme helped 
contribute to the Museum’s attract-
ing 2,000 visitors in its first month of 
operation.

Its new location is at the Missis-
sippi Arts Center, next door to the 
Russell C. Davis Planetarium, the 
Mississippi Museum of Art, Thalia 
Mara Hall (City Auditorium), the 
new telecommunications center, and 
within walking distance of the Old 
Capitol Museum, the War Memorial 
Building, and the Farish Street His-
toric District - all significant educa-
tional and cultural attractions in the 
heart of the capital city. 

The two museum founders, Emad 
Al-Turk and Okolo Rashid, are Mis-
sissippi educated. Rashid also born 
in the Delta and holds a B.A. in eco-
nomics from Tougaloo College and a 
Master’s in public policy/administra-
tion with specialty in community and 
economic development from Jack-
son State University. 

Al-Turk holds a B.S. and M.S. in 
civil engineering from the Univer-
sity of Mississippi and Mississippi 
State University, respectively, and an 
M.B.A. from Millsaps College. 

For more information, visit the 
Museum at the Mississippi Arts 
Center,  201 East Pascagoula St., 
Jackson, Miss. 39201; phone 601-
960-0440. Visit website: www.mus-
limmuseum.org
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The accomplishments of late civ-
il rights leader Whitney M. Young 
Jr. have been largely forgotten.

The celebrated and controversial 
life of Young, once executive direc-
tor of the National Urban League 
(1961-until his death 1971), will be 
spotlighted in a dynamic documen-
tary “The Powerbroker: Whitney 
Young’s Fight for Civil Rights.” 
The documentary premieres on In-
dependent Lens on PBS on Mon-
day, Feb. 18, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET.

“It shows the complexities and 
subtleties of how the whole move-
ment was able to move forward. 
You didn’t have just one voice at the 
table, you had many voices and dif-
ferent voices. And there’s an appre-
ciation for different people’s roles in 
that movement,” Bonnie Boswell, 
executive producer and niece of 
Young said, in an exclusive inter-
view with EURweb associate Tene’ 
Croom, about the special.

Young was among a cadre of 
civil rights leaders in the 1960’s 
including Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr., Roy Wilkins and Thurgood Mar-
shall. 

In the documentary Vernon 
Jordan, the next head of the Na-
tional Urban League after Young, 
explained: “Whitney understood 
power and he understood poli-
tics and most of all he understood 
people. They said Martin was in the 
streets and Roy and Thurgood were 
in the courts and Whitney was in 
the boardroom. One could not have 
been successful without the other.”

He spearheaded a bold approach 
to ending poverty and other social 
ailments in the nation’s cities, call-
ing it a “Domestic Marshall Plan.” 
The idea to spend $145 billion over 
10 years was weaved into President 
Lyndon B. Johnson’s War on Pov-
erty.

Young often 
met with the 
President and 
would forge a 
close friendship 
with Johnson. 
The President 
recognized his 
a c c o m p l i s h -
ments. In 1968 
Johnson be-
stowed upon Young the 
Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian 
award.

His ability to broker 
with white conserva-
tive politicians and 
businessmen raised the 
ire of some in the black 
community, like Con-
gressman Adam Clay-
ton Powell Jr. “Whitey 
Young, I mean Whitney 
Young, is the Wall Street of the civil 
rights movement,” Powell once 
flippantly declared.

A so-called “black revolutionary 
plot” to kill him was foiled. Her-
man B. Furguson and Arthur Har-
ris were convicted in New York of 
conspiring to murder Young and 
Roy Wilkins because of their hatred 
of people they called “Uncle Toms” 
or persons who they thought were 
not militant enough for the Black 
Power cause.

Young, married with two daugh-
ters, was a mover and shaker in the 
civil rights movement, using his 
charm to cajole often times reluctant 
whites in board rooms at corpora-
tions to provide economic equity to 
blacks in the turbulent 1960’s. Per-
haps his self-assuredness was due 
to his upbringing. Born in Lincoln 
Ridge, Ky. in 1921 he was the son 
of the president of Lincoln Institute, 
an elite black boarding school. He 
would later earn a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree from Kentucky State 
University.

His niece recalls family members 
talking about his early years.

“I remember my mom talking 
quite a bit about the fact that he was 
always going to the doctor because 
he was breaking something, an 
arm, a leg, or something like that. 
My mom was his older sister and 
then there was Uncle Whitney and 
a younger sister. The two younger 
kids always played. They were up in 
the trees. I remember Aunt Eleanor 
telling the story about Uncle Whit-
ney and Aunt Eleanor climbing up 
to the very top outside of their house 
and my grandmother came home 
and saw the two of them swaying 
up there. It was just absolutely hys-
terical,” Boswell said with a laugh.

What Young wanted for black 
Americans was what every Ameri-
can wanted.

“There needs to be a floor be-
neath which no human being should 

ENTERTAINMENT

‘Powerbroker’ Whitney M. Young, 
Jr. subject of a new PBS doc 

Khloe Kardashian fired from ‘X Factor’?
The New York Post is report-

ing that “The X Factor” gave 
Khloe Kardashian her walking 
papers.

The reality TV star and Mario 
Lopez were hired as co-hosts 
for the revamped Fox series 
last season. However, a source 
told the paper: ”They are ask-
ing Mario to come back, but not 
Khloe.”

Khloe previously revealed she 
was asked not to take any host-
ing lessons before she started, 
leaving her unprepared for what 
to expect.

”I’ve never done live TV be-
fore, and I was asked to not do 

any hosting lessons because 
they wanted me to be just my-
self,” she said. “I found the day 
before because the stage was 
just built, that I couldn’t read the 
teleprompter without glasses, 
so I had to get contacts the day 
before.

”Just learning how there’s a 
screaming audience and you 
don’t yell because the mic is 
right there … I will have an ear-
piece in my ear, and while I’m 
trying to read the teleprompter 
then I have someone count-
ing down … and they’re like, 
‘Okay, ask Simon this or that.’ 
There were just so many pieces 
I never knew were involved in 

live TV.
“I do feel like through every 

show I got better and better, but 
my first week I literally was like, 
‘I am going to die.”’

Kardashian

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 19FEbruary 21 - 27, 2013

Esperanza Spalding sued over album cover
Jazz star Esperanza Spalding is 

facing legal action over the cover 
art for her latest album.

The musician, who famously 
beat Justin Bieber to win the Best 
New Artist Grammy in 2011, has 
been hit with a $500,000 lawsuit 
from photographer Kevin Ryan, 
who claims he never received any 
credit for images featured on the 
cover of last year’s “Radio Music 
Society,” which this month earned 
Spalding a Grammy for Best Jazz 
Vocal Album.

The artwork features Spalding 
perched atop an ’80s-style boom-
box, which was actually just a 

wooden box with pic-
tures reportedly taken 
by Ryan stuck to the 
front.

Spalding spotted the 
creative work at the 
Galapagos Art Space in 
Brooklyn after Ryan’s 
sculptor friend Ryan 
Humphrey attached his 
friend’s images to the 
box and put it on dis-
play, according to the 
New York Post.

Ryan alleges the 
singer’s representatives ignored his 
request to be given credit for the 
piece, which has since been recre-

ated as a stage prop for Spalding 
and used on fan merchandise. He’s 
suing for compensation.

eurweb.com

Spalding

Bonnie Boswell, executive producer of documentary 
and Young’s niece and EURweb associate Tene’ Croom

fall in this country,” he once stated.
The 49-year-old Young met an 

untimely death March 11, 1971, 
suffering a heart attack, while 
swimming in surf in Lagos, Nigeria. 
As the country mourned President 
Richard Nixon released a touching 

statement:
“With Whitney Young’s tragic 

death today in Nigeria, I have lost 
a friend - black America has lost a 
gifted and commanding champion 
of its just cause and this nation has 
lost one of the most compassionate 

and principled leaders it has had in 
all.”

“The Powerbroker” is one of sev-
eral documentaries featured on PBS 
during Black History Month. 

For more details go to pbs.org./
black-culture.



Callaway 
breezes past 
Hernando

Murrah Mustangs 
dispatches Olive Branch

Forest Lady Patriots take no chances

Provine’s Lady Rams 
in uncharted territory

Callaway Coach Wayne Brent had been 
under the weather earlier in the day. I’m 
sure he was grateful for a game that he 
didn’t have to coach that hard. The game 
was so lopsided that he got the opportu-
nity to play his junior varsity in the fourth 
quarter. Callaway breezed to a 50 point 
win, winning 73 to 23. One of the high-
lights of the night was super junior Dayall 
Harris skying through the air for a thun-
derous dunk that brought the crowd to its 
feet. Callaway Chargers will play Oxford 
Friday night at Northwest Middle School.

It wasn’ t easy and they were in 
Jackson, but not in their own gym, 
yet it was their homegame. Playing 
at Kirksey Middle School due to 
damaged bleachers, Murrah found 
a way to get the job done. Answer-
ing each and every run Olive Branch 
made, the Mustangs ignored the ch-
ippiness amongst players and sealed 
the deal in their win. 

Olive Branch didn’t go quietly.  
All-world guard Sam Craft kept 
Olive Branch in the game with his 
sharp shooting. However, he did 
have an offensive foul in the final  
seconds that gave Murrah the ball. 

Murrah’s defense in the final 
moments was stellar. They con-
tested shots, but more importantly 
rebounded and kept getting fouled.  
Big free throws by Josh Carroll 
helped put the game out of reach for 
the Mustangs.

Next up for Murrah is Vicksburg. 
The 6a North tournament will be 
held at Madison Central. Mustang 
fans have a very short drive to sup-
port their team. 

The Mustangs, under Head Coach 
Tim Speech, is one win away from 
the coliseum.

The defending 6a state champions jumped out to 
a 15 point first quarter start and didn’t look back. 
Forest Hill made quick work of St. Martin at home 
and with the win, they will host the South state 
tournament Friday and Saturday.  

Forest Hill cruised to a 72 to 29 victory at home. 
Everything they wanted to do, they did - steals, 
blocked shots, rebounds, etc. They came out fo-
cused and wasted little time disposing of St. Martin.

They have an important game Friday against 
Meridian. If they win, they will get their ticket 
punched to the coliseum. Meridian gave Forest Hill 
their first loss of the season, the first game of the 
season. After that opening loss, the Lady Patriots 
reeled off 20 plus straight wins including avenging 
their opening season loss to Meridian during the 
JPS Christmas Tournament.

Their next battle Friday isn’t for a state champi-
onship, but the loser will have  their season ended 
earlier than they planned. 

Forest Hill seniors led by Claresa Banks, An-
issa Jackson, and Essence Pulliam want to win one 
more ring before their high school playing days are 
over.

When you say the words, “Provine basketball” 
immediately you think of the boys basketball 
team and their successful winning seasons. And 
this year is no different. The Rams are currently 
ranked no. 2 in the state.  

This season, “Provine basketball” has to in-
clude the girls as well. The Lady Rams, lead by 
rookie head coach Erica Stringfellow, have sur-
passed expectations outside of their locker room. 
Showing signs of life the past couple seasons, 
the Lady Rams had been unable to get out of the 
first round. So the fact that they are one win away 
from the Big House speaks volumes about the 
team’s focus and dedication. 

It also helps that they have one of the best 
guards in the state on the team. Junior guard Aja 
Williams, averages 15 points, 3.5 assists, and 4.1 
rebounds per game. She’s been double teamed 
and triple teamed but still manages to get the job 
done. Williams is a more than willing passer to 
her teammates and is able to create her own shot 
or nail the outside jumper if the team needs it. 

While Aja is a very important component to 
the team, other players such as Jamieca Sheriff, 
Javona Scott, and Eyonna Wolfe have been with 
the program the longest and are on their third 
coach. However, their ability to knock down 
shots, defend, and rebound has spread throughout 
the entire team.

Provine has 9th grade players getting steady 
minutes and occasionally starting some games. 
The Lady Rams have a big task ahead of them; 
they must battle Canton’s Lady Tigers who have 
had a very good season. A win not only avenges 
the loss Provine suffered to Canton the second 
game of the season, but it guarantees them a spot 
at the coliseum. 

It also makes people ask which team are you 
talking about when you say “Provine basket-
ball?”

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

Callaway Charger Dayall Harris

Eyonna Wolfe leads the fastbreak

Murrah Mustang Malik Newman skys high for a dunk

Aja Williams lead Provine with 28 points

Alexis Collins of Forest Hill drives past the defender
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Book Review:
“Dave Bing: a Life 
of ChaLLenge”
ByDRew ShaRp, foRewoRD By kaReem aBDuL-JaBBaR 
  C.2013, human kinetiCS
   $17.95 / $18.95 CanaDa  •  315 pageS

“No problem.” That’s been 
your motto since forever be-
cause you’ve always loved a 
good challenge. Somebody 
put up a barrier, you’ll figure 
a way around it. If there are 
roadblocks, you find another 
path. 

You can make things hap-
pen, you’ve got friends where 
you need them, and heaven 
help the person who tells you 
“no.” Author Drew Sharp 
knows someone just like you, 
someone who focused on what 
he wanted and worked until he 
got it. 

In his new book, “Dave 
Bing: A Life of Challenge,” 
you’ll read about that man. 
Dave Bing was in a bit of a 
pickle. He had promised De-
troit residents that he wouldn’t 
seek more than one term as 
their mayor. 

He had been “swept into 
power…on a wave of political, 
social, and cultural reform,” 
but he was realizing that it 
would take more than just one 
term to fix the city’s problems. 
And Bing was used to working 
for what he wanted.

Born in Washington, D.C., 
in 1943, Bing grew up idoliz-
ing his father, who could make 
anything with his hands. The 
young Bing also shared his 
father’s love of baseball and 
dreamed of being like Jackie 
Robinson, but an eye injury 
sent him in the direction of an-
other sport. 

Bing became a first-class 
basketball player, which even-
tually led him to become the 
first African American to be 
second overall pick in the 
NBA draft. He then fell in 
love with his new hometown 
and Detroit Pistons’ fans loved 
him back. But when the team 
was sold, Bing eventually was 
traded back to D.C.

By then, basketball had lost 
its allure for him, and it was 
time for Chapter Two. With 
the contacts and friends he’d 
made in Detroit, Bing started a 
business in steel. The first year 
was rocky but the second year 
“paid off.” The business grew, 
but 29 years later, Bing was 
“tired of it.”

It was time for Chapter 
Three. He began the process of 
passing his business forward 
to his daughters and set his 
eyes on fixing the ailing, scan-
dal-ridden office of the Mayor 
of Detroit. He felt that his city 
needed him and he was up for 
the challenge.

“Dave Bing: A Life of Chal-
lenge” is a book that practi-
cally cries for polish. It’s infor-
mative but repetitive. Author 
Drew Sharp offers plenty of 
motivational inspiration, but 
he seemed oddly critical at 
times.  

We’re allowed access to 
parts of Bing’s life story, but 
the focus wavers with distract-
ing tales of other people and 
in reminders about things that 
no conscious adult could not 
know about.

Reading this book, I felt like 
a Super Ball in a hurricane. 
You may be wondering if 
there’s any good in this book, 
and the answer is “yes, but….” 
But you’ve got to be patient. 
But you’ve got to be willing 
to skip paragraphs. But you’ll 
have to want to put up with 
the tangles. If you can do that, 
you’ll find a powerful story 
inside “Dave Bing: A Life of 
Challenge.” If not, well, this 
book is a challenge unto itself. 

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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Thursday, February 14, 2013
pHoTos by ayEsHa k. musTaFaa

A Valentine’s Day “Senior Moment” Party
at The Room, 421 Woodrow Wilson Blvd., Jackson, Miss.

Hosted by Tougaloo College and T.L. Love Center • Sponsored by City of Jackson and Johnny Morrow
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February 20 - 26, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE

T-BONE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$699

FRESH  WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$199

FRESH  18  PIECE

VARIETY
CHICKEN

PER  LB.

$129
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  BONELESS

SHOULDER 
ROAST

PER  LB.

$319

3  LBS.  OR  MORE  FRESH

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$229

FRESH  FAMILY  PACK

SIRLOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$119

FRESH  BONELESS

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$279

SEABEST

STUFFED
CRABS

4  PACK

$429

FAMILY  PACK  FRESH  FROZEN  

TURKEY
WINGS

PER  LB.

99¢

ASSORTED  

KELLOGG'S
CEREAL

14 - 18.7  OZ.

2/$5 
COKE  PRODUCTS

20  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

$599

FROZEN  MC  KENZIE'S

CHUB  CORN
16 - 20  OZ.

$100

ASSORTED  OLD FASHIONED

ICE  CREAM 
4  QT.  PAIL

$369
REGULAR  OR  LIGHT  BLUE  BONNET  SPREAD

QUARTERS
16  OZ. ................................... 89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  CANNED

BISCUITS
4  PACK  10  CT.  CANS ..................... 

3/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BLOCK

CHEESE
16  OZ. ......................................

$349

ASSORTED  CROWLEY

YOGURT
6  OZ. .............................

2/89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

ORANGE
JUICE
64  OZ. ......................................

$200

FRESH  FROZEN  BABY  LIMA

BEANS
2  LB. .......................................

$299

MRS.  PAUL'S  BREADED

FISH  STICKS
&  FILLETS
10.1 - 11.4  OZ. .............................

$299

FREEZER  QUEEN  SELECT

DINNERS
18 - 28  OZ. ................................  

$199

piggly wiggly

CALIFORNIA NAVEL

ORANGES
4  LB.

$299

FRESH  BROCCOLI

CROWNS
PER  LB.

99¢
BABY  PEELED

CARROTS
1  LB.

$100

LARGE  SLICING

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

79¢

CALIFORNIA  CRISP

LETTUCE
HEAD

$100

1574 West Government Rd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


