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Jackson airport gets support from coalition

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

at the State Capitol announcing its stance against Senate Bill
2162 authored by Sen. Josh Harkins of Flowood.
The legislation would change
the makeup of the Jackson Municipal Airport Authority’s Board
of Commissioners by allowing the governor to appoint two
people from Hinds County, two
people from Rankin County,
and two people from Madison
County, and an at-large member.

The Coalition for Economic
Justice has joined a list of supporters against legislation that
would lead to the state taking
over the Jackson-Medger Wiley
Evers International Airport.
The coalition, which includes
members of the Legislative Black
Caucus and other organizations
such as Cooperation Jackson,
held a press conference Tuesday

Currently, JMAA’s board consists
of five people appointed by Jackson’s mayor and confirmed by the
Jackson City Council.
“We believe that this bill represents politics of old,” said Attorney Chokwe Lumumba Jr., who
is a coalition member. Lumumba
also emphasized the airport is
now operating “in the black.”
Akil Bakari, a business owner
and coalition spokesperson, said
Harkins’ bill is a “false flag” and

it’s introduction “doesn’t make
logical sense.” He noted that supporters of the legislation have
indicated use of airport revenue
beyond Jackson would be fair.
However, Bakari said he doesn’t
recall officials of Madison and
Rankin counties finding it necessary to discuss those counties’
revenue with the city of Jackson.

Attorney Chokwe Lumumba Jr. speaks to the media against legislation

Airport allowing the state to take control of the Jackson-Medger Wiley Evers
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JSU, NFL legend
— Richardson
remembered
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
Before Willie L. Richardson
Jr. left his imprint on Jackson
State University, before he made
his mark in the National Football
League, the young wide receiver from Coleman High School
in Greenville made an impression on other high schools boys
in a game against Lanier High
School in 1959.
That’s when retired NFL player Noland Smith said he knew
he wanted to play football.
Smith said he went to that
game to see the band and convince his mother to buy him a
trumpet.

After seeing
Richardson play,
Smith told his
mother, “I don’t
want you to buy
me a trumpet.
I want to play

Richardson
football.”
“Willie was a one-man show
that day,” Smith said of Richardson, who scored six touchdowns. “He was my biggest inspiration.”
Richardson, an NFL ProBowler and member of the JSU
Hall of Fame, SWAC Hall of
Fame, Mississippi Sports Hall

Richardson
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Rep. Earle Banks (at podium) and other state Legislators endorsed Hillary Clinton for the Democratic presidential primary at the State Capitol
Wednesday.

Mississippi Link Newswire
More than 20 Mississippi
legislative leaders announced
their support Wednesday at the
state Capitol for Hillary Clinton
in the Democratic presidential
primary.
The senators and representatives endorsed Clinton citing
her commitment to taking on
the issues that Mississippi families face every day. “Hillary
Clinton has a proven record of
fighting for children and fami-

lies,” said Rep. Earle Banks, the
leader of the Legislative Black
Caucus. “From helping achieve
the Children’s Health Insurance
Program, which covers more
than 8 million kids, to her commitment in this campaign to
raise wages, she has continually
worked to expand opportunity
for all Americans. I am proud
to stand behind her as she offers real solutions to problems
that face our communities every
day.”

“As the youngest African
American elected to a Legislature in U.S. history, I am proud
to support Hillary Clinton because she has a proven record
of advocating for quality public
education for all students and
ensuring access to affordable
higher education. In addition,
she’s a progressive thinker. I am
confident that she will represent
the interests of all Mississippians, instead of just a select few,”
said Rep. Jeramey Anderson.

“From working to provide
everyone access to quality, affordable health care to expanding voting rights, Hillary Clinton has proved time and time
again that she’ll stand up for us.
That’s why I’m supporting Hillary Clinton for President,” said
Rep. Jarvis Dortch.
“Hillary Clinton will get
things done for Mississippi. I’m

Clinton

Continued on page 3

By Natalie Bell
Special to The Mississippi Link
Currently serving his fourth
term as mayor of Mississippi’s
fourth largest city, Johnny L. DuPree, Ph.D. walks into a room with
a sense of urgency, visibly and
audibly excited about the possibilities for success for Hattiesburg
and all of Mississippi.
He is Hattiesburg’s first black
mayor, first elected in 2001, and
still going strong, focusing on
what he sees as his purpose –
building healthy families and putting them in stable homes, where
the door to prosperity is open.

ONTH

He sat down
with The Mississippi Link to talk
about what drives
him as a political
leader in the face
Dupree
of obvious challenges in Mississippi – a state with
37-percent
African-American
population and the highest number
of black elected officials, but still
has not elected a black politician
to statewide office since Reconstruction. Mississippi is the poorest state in the nation and one of

Dupree
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Senator Jordan discusses book Priester shares black history
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

The Mississippi Department
of Archives and History kicked
off events this month featuring
Sen. David Jordan discussing
his book From the Mississippi
Cotton Fields to the State Senate: A Memoir.
The program was a part of
MDAH’s History is Lunch series.
At the event, Attorney Mike
Espy, former Secretary of Ag-

During New Hope Baptist
Church’s first program for its
month-long Back in the Day
Black History series, guest
speaker Attorney Charlene
Stimley Priester reflected on
voting rights, civil rights icons,
and survival tools for today’s
youth.
At the outset of the Feb. 4,
program Priester said it was essential to harness self-respect, to
cherish and to nourish the black
race by remembering bridges
like Fannie Lou Hamer, Med-

Inside

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Jordan Sen. David Jordan signs book for attender. PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-
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gar Wiley Evers, and the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and
family members who have been
proponents for the betterment
of humankind. When she was
a child, Priester had conversed
with her father who was called
“boy” by a young portal worker.
She asked her audience: “How
old does a man have to be before he stops being a boy?”
As she expounded on tough
times, the attorney said, “If we
tried to vote, we put our lives at
Attorney Charlene Priester was

History the keynote speaker.
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Jordan
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riculture and former House representative of the Second District,
recalled experiences with the
senator as he introduced and presented him to the audience.
Espy opined that Jordan was
“an overlooked hero” with angelic
qualities. Referencing a dialogue
he witnessed between the late
Nelson Mandela and Jordan, Espy
said the two leaders were alike in
three ways. “They must be called;
they are compassionate; and they
command absolute respect from
those they’re fighting for.”
Jordan, a Greenwood native,
told those in attendance, “When
I speak to a group of this magnitude, I better have a good beginning and a good ending and I must
keep them close together.”
Jordan and many black school
children in the Delta attended
school four months out of the
nine-month school year because
they had to pick cotton. “I earned
$2 a day, working all day for a
week’s work. School began when
all the cotton was gathered off the
plantation. I had to repeat the sixth
grade,” he said.
When Jordan completed the
sixth grade for the second time,
he went to the public city school
called Stone Street High School.
Despite having registered in September when school officially
began, it was not until December
during the school’s midterm exam
period that he first appeared in the
classroom. Jordan’s teacher asked
him twice where he had been before he responded, “I’ve been
picking cotton.”
Students snickered at him but
his teacher saw that he was embarrassed and did not press the issue.
Jordan confided that for the first
time, “I saw something that I had
never seen before and that was
black people in authority. I was
elated to see blacks in a light that
didn’t just consist of picking cotton for ‘the master.’”
The senator cited passages of
memorable historical incidents
that plagued his mind. There was
the time when his parents instilled
in him and his siblings that “being

Retired professor and chair
of Jackson State University’s
Department of English, Mabel
Pittman, selects a book to be signed
by Sen. David Jordan.
PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

the wrong color could cost you a
scolding, a beating, or even your
life.”
Jordan witnessed brutality on
several occasions. “One Saturday
afternoon (drunken) High Stepper,
his wife and children passed by
the white couple’s car…and High
Stepper accidentally rested his
hand on the car trunk. The white
man quickly jumped out and suddenly began kicking High Stepper
and he wouldn’t stop. He knew
that High Stepper was intoxicated.
It became so intense, so brutal and
frightening, that High Stepper’s
family started begging for his life.
They were all sweating and horrified as they ran down the road
dropping their groceries…too
scared to turn back and pick up
the food that they probably desperately needed to get through the
season.”
The outspoken speaker relayed
that incidents like that convinced
him to remain in Mississippi and
“to do something about the way
blacks were treated.” He married
his wife, Chris, in 1954, started
a family in 1955, attended the
Emmitt Till trial with his brother
Andrew and saw it as “quickly becoming the catalyst for the modern
civil rights movement.”
Many nights he mingled with
blacks and whites at the Plaza
Hotel which was the only black

owned and operated hotel in the
Delta to discuss the Emmitt Till
tragedy.
Jordan graduated from Mississippi Valley State College in 1959
and enlisted in the U.S. Army that
year. As years went by, he taught
at a number of schools, advanced
his studies at the University of
Wyoming, was a dual-office holder (Greenwood senator and city
councilman), debated issues on
many bills, and authored the Mississippi Blues Bill “to promote authentic Mississippi blues music for
the purpose of economic development and to empower the AfricanAmerican culture that created it.”
The senator appealed to the audience for a Mississippi healing.
He called for a flag that represents all Mississippians. He then
noted, “The shooting at my home,
the death of an innocent AfricanAmerican man in a terrible hate
crime, and the mysterious hanging of a black young man with
his whole future ahead of him are
issues that need investigating. If
we want to be completely healed,
then we must continue to move
forward and not be afraid to seek
answers to any and all acts perpetrated against us inspired by racial
hatred.”
Former mayor of Pickens, Jonathan Moore, attended the program
and mentioned that he had known
Jordan a long time. “He’s always
been an aggressive fighter. He’s
opened doors for a lot of people.
He never gives up,” Moore said.
Retired nurse, Lorine Harrington of Holmes County
claimed to have benefitted greatly
from the presentation. “I’m happy
he mentioned Till because I met
his mother. I’ve enjoyed keeping
up with everything about Emmitt
Till.” The Rev. Dr. Calvin E. Collins of New Zion M. B. Church
in Greenwood pastors Jordan. He
stated, “Jordan teaches Sunday
School and is a deacon. His book
is important regardless of what
field you’re in.”
To obtain a copy of Sen. David
L. Jordan’s book, call (662) 3929552.
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Actress protests state flag

In protest of the Mississippi state flag, which contains the Confederate symbol, actress Aunjanue
Ellis wore a custom made gown to the NAACP Image Awards Feb. 5 in Los Angeles. The actress who
attended Tougaloo College and was raised in McComb has vowed not to act in Mississippi again until
the flag is changed. She has starred in films made in Mississippi including The Help and Get On Up:
The James Brown Story. PHOTO BY HERVE GORDON
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Richardson

Dupree
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of Fame and College Football Hall of
Fame, sports broadcaster/commentator and
avid golfer, died Monday of natural causes
at his home in Northwest Jackson. He was
76.
Smith’s sentiments were echoed by others in the sports community and beyond.
Pastor Larry Nicks, producer of Talking
Sports Live on 105.9 FM, said of Richardson Tuesday evening on the show with host
Rob Jay: “He was our Jackie Robinson.”
Vernon Perry, president of the Mississippi Retired NFL Players Association said,
“when you talked about Willie, you talked
about Jackson State. He paved the way for
those of us who went on to the NFL.”
Perry said Richardson, along with Smith,
was instrumental in re-establishing the retired players association in the state.
Jay, who worked with Richardson covering JSU games and later on the radio program, said Richardson knew more about
football than anyone he knew.
“He saw things in games that I didn’t. I
never met anyone like him,” Jay said.
Jay, who played baseball at JSU, said
Richardson would often say to him he
didn’t know anything about football. “He
would say ‘who in this room went to the
Super Bowl?’”
Richardson played in Super Bowl III
with the Baltimore Colts and caught five
passes during the game. He was drafted by
the Colts in 1963. He played with football
greats Johnny Unitas and Joe Namath.
JSU issued a statement saying Richardson, who played at JSU from 1959 to 1963,
was one of the pioneers of Jackson State
football.
While at JSU, the statement said, he was
an All-American. He is eighth all-time on
JSU’s single season pass receptions list
with 55 in 1960; and his 1,227 receiving
yards in 1960 has him ranked fourth in
JSU’s single season records. After JSU, he
played nine seasons for the Colts and one
with the Miami Dolphins.
In 1967 he was named a first team AllPro member by the Associated Press and

the most conservative.
Dupree said one of the hallmarks of his success has been
building bridges.
“There’s no one place that has
all the resources that you need.
One thing that stifles many African
Americans is our inability to reach
out to other places and connect,”
he said.
When solutions to problems
have not been in sight, he has
searched to find them. He’s become so well known in circles
such as the Mississippi and National Leagues of Cities, and the
Mississippi and U.S. Conferences
of Mayors, they’re now looking to
him for guidance.
In June of 2015, the U.S. Conference of Mayors named Hattiesburg one of America’s Most
Livable Cities, in its population
category of under 100,000. Just
this month, DuPree has been appointed to the National League of
Cities’ Youth, Education and Families Board.
Dupree is a 62-year-old real estate broker-turned-politician, who
started his public service on the
Hattiesburg School Board, then
the Forrest County Board of Supervisors. He has now stood 15
years as mayor of Hattiesburg, and
shows no sign of slowing down.
Too much work yet to get done,
he said.
“When you build on relationships, people learn who you are.
Then, you’re also learning who
other people are and learning that
– people are just people. The core
of most people is to help because
there’s a feeling you get from helping people that you don’t get when
you hurt people,” he said.
He continued praising the value
of building relationships. “It’s a
whole different kind of feeling,
reaching out to people to give
them an opportunity to feel good.”
The most recent census from
2013 places Hattiesburg’s population at 47,556, and demographically at 53-percent black, 41.9-percent white. Nicknamed the “Hub
City,” it anchors a tri-county area
that includes Forrest, Lamar and
Perry Counties, which has a combined population of 146, 996.
The Hattiesburg Convention
Commission, created by the state
Legislature at the request of the
Hattiesburg City Council,in 1990,
oversees tourism related operations in the tri-county area. The
commission partners with Hatties-

Willie Richardson, left, joins members of the MS Retired NFL Players Association.

Willie Richardson with Kelli May at Celebrity
Bike Give Away in Dec. PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE
JONES

was a two-time Pro Bowl selection.
In 2003 he was inducted into the College
Football Hall of Fame, as well as being a
member of the JSU Sports Hall of Fame
(1978), the Mississippi Sports Hall of
Fame (1979), and the SWAC Hall of Fame
(1993).
He finished his professional career with
195 receptions for 2,950 yards and 25
touchdowns, according to The ClarionLedger.
Jay said Richardson was not only a supporter of JSU but every school in Mississippi. “He wanted every team in Missis-

sippi to win,” noting that Richardson was
at the announcement of Fred McNair being
named the new head coach at Alcorn State
University – a JSU rival – recently.
Jay and Perry also commented on Richardson’s golfing skills.
“He was good at just about everything
he did. Everybody wanted to play with
him. Whichever group he was playing with
would always win,” Jay said.
Said Perry, “He should have been on the
Senior PGA Tour.”
Rick Cleveland, head of the Mississippi
Sports Hall of fame said the state has lost a
treasure not just as an athlete, but as a person.
“Everything that Willie did, whether
catching a pass or swinging a golf club
or saying hello to a stranger, he did with
grace,” Cleveland said. “We have lost a legend and I have lost a friend.”
Richardson is survived by his wife,
Earline, and children Sonji Boyce, Willie
Richardson III and Shaun E. Terry, all of
Memphis.
Westhaven Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements. Viewing will be from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Friday at the funeral home, 3508
Robinson Road, Jackson. The family hour
will be from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at Rose E.
McCoy Auditorium at Jackson State. Funeral Services will be at 11 a.m. Saturday
at New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins
Drive, Jackson.
Stephanie R. Jones can be reached at srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 454-0372.

History
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risk. Medgar Evers and The Voting Rights
Act made a difference. You had to go
through the register to answer numerous
nonsensical questions. The day after King
was killed, I was a student at Lanier High
School. I remember Principal Luther B.
Buckley shutting down the school.”
The speaker charged parents to tell their
children that “things back in the day were
not good for black folks. We were making
do with what we had. We were forced by
circumstances to be courageous and to survive.” Priester then let on that youth need
survival tools for present day encounters.
“First, you have to be courageous,” said
Priester, referencing her mother during
her childhood days. “When I wondered
how this widow was going to make it with
seven children, I knew she had to be courageous. Next, you have to use your imagination. “Her mother advised her and her siblings that, once you get something in your
mind and you could use your imagination,
nobody could take that from you,” she said.
The last survival tool Priester mentioned
was Jesus. She told the black history seekers that Hamer, King and Evers all had Jesus. She then quoted Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
-“For I know the plans I have for you, ‘declares the Lord,’ “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you a hope
and a future.” She referenced the need to
gain strength after having stumbled and
fallen.
Priester attributed success of the black
race to God’s grace in that, “He guided
the race from the plantation to the White
House. God’s grace told Fannie Lou Hamer
that Mississippi black folks were tired. We
had worn-out books but our families told
us we had to read them anyway. We didn’t
have minimum wage, but we worked,” she
said.
The speaker turned her attention to the
2016 voting booth. “This will be one of
the most important election years we shall
see. We can’t just watch this stuff on television. We’ve got to get involved,” she said.
Priester stated that the next U.S. president
will appoint at least two and possibly four
Supreme Court Justices. “I don’t mind
academies, but I want my tax dollars to
stay with public schools.” Following these
statements, the audience thunderously applauded.

Program committee members and others in attendance included Elizabeth Myles, (front, from
left) Beatrice Boykin, Thea Faulkner, Sandra McCall, Mississippi Supreme Court Justice Jim
Kitchens, Attorney Charlene Stimley Priester, guest speaker; Flonzie Brown-Wright, coordinator;
Brenda Patterson, Amari Alexander, co-facilitator; Kiana Foster, and Amanda Green Alexander,
co-facilitator; (back row) Rev. Wendell Paris, Obadiah Myles, Robert Patterson, Timothy Lloyd,
Daphne Wilson and City Councilman Melvin Priester. PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

and Priester also explained the dropout
rate between white males and black males.
She reminded the audience that Mississippi ranks lowest in educational attainment.
From there, she noted that crime is out of
control. “We can’t fight crime with a person who drops out of school at the eighth
grade.” Then moving to the audience, she
raised the question: “What if the problem
is us?” She called on the audience to learn
from the past. “I see hope right here at New
Hope Church,” she said.
In closing, Priester challenged listeners
to expect more and demand more from
elected public officials for accountability.
“We’ve got to tell our children we love

them and we respect them,” she said.
Eulyce Steers of Vicksburg attended the
program. “I’m pleased to be here and Attorney Priester has high marks for all that
she shared,” said Steers. Steven Harris, 17,
of Memphis also enjoyed the event. “I wish
I had a copy of what she said. I will long remember her talk and I’m going to straighten the kinks in my life,” Harris said.
Also in attendance were Judges Tommie
Green, Bridgett Clayton, Jackson Police
Chief Lee Vance and Jackson City Councilman Melvin Priester, the speaker’s son.
The program included singing from New
Hope’s youth choir and a viewing of a film
documentary on the Voting Rights Act.
Flonzie Brown-Wright was the coordinator of the event.
“While we focus on the sacrifices of our
ancestors, we are endeavoring to inspire,
educate and challenge our present generation and prepare the future generation to
preserve our collective history,” BrownWright said.
The remainder of February celebrations
will continue on Feb. 11 with “Tribute to
Living Legends” honoring Rep. Robert
G. Clark Jr., Ellie Jewel Dahmer, Ineva
Mae Pittman and Dr. Robert H. Smith Sr.;
“Youth Heritage Night: Committed to
Moving Forward” on Feb. 18; and “Treasuring the Life of Emmett Louis Till” on
Feb. 25.
All events are free, open to the public
and slated for 6 p.m. at New Hope Baptist
Church, 5202 Watkins Drive in Jackson,
pastored by the Rev. Dr. Jerry Young,

investments and to building on the progress
President Obama has made. In my mind,
she is the only candidate who can pragmatically achieve important gains for families
and communities, and it’s why I’m proud to
support her candidacy.”
Legislative leaders supporting Clinton include the following: Sen. Deborah
Dawkins, Rep. Earle Banks, Rep. Jeramey
Anderson, Rep. Jarvis Dortch, Rep. Chris

Bell, Rep. Alyce Clarke, Sen. Angela
Turner, Sen. Sampson Jackson, Sen. John
Horhn, Rep. Steve Holland, Sen. Sollie
Norwood, Sen. Robert Jackson, Rep. Oscar Denton, Sen. Derrick Simmons, Rep.
Omeria Scott, Rep. Tommy Reynolds, Sen.
Albert Butler, Rep. Greg Holloway, Rep.
John Faulkner, Sen. Willie Simmons, Rep.
Orlando Paden, Rep. Rufus Straughter and
Rep. Kathy Sykes.

Addison Harrison receives Torch Award from
Rev. Wendell Paris.

Clinton
Continued from page 1

supporting her because of her commitment
to helping working families get ahead,” said
Sen. Deborah Dawkins.
Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber endorsed
Clinton Monday stating, “Hillary Clinton
knows how to make it happen. As president,
she will give special and needed attention
to cities – particularly minority-led cities –
and the issues that plague us. She is committed to pushing for creative infrastructure

burg in numerous ways and has
used its revenues from tourism to
renovate and reopen historic properties in Hattiesburg’s AfricanAmerican community, such as its
former black U.S. Officers Club,
now a unique African-American
Military Museum. Dupree is not
a member of the Convention
Commission. Moreover, he is
recognized, as are other mayors
in the tri-county, as an ex-officio
member of the private, non-profit
Greater Hattiesburg Area Development Partnership.
Over the course of his tenure as
mayor, Dupree has put forth key
initiatives designed to improve
the quality of life for his residents.
These include special health and
financial education services, and
a Hattiesburg-area Youth Master
Plan. A clinic for city employees,
which opened in 2014, gives taxpayers a return on their investment,
said DuPree, in the form of a more
productive city staff. When people
who work for the city are healthy,
everyone else benefits, he said.
“When you talk about education. It has no color. Financial stability has no color. Health care has
no color. I ache for a white child
who has cancer, just like I ache for
a black child with cancer.”
As he champions diversity, DuPree preferred not to discuss the
state of race relations in the state
for this interview.
He ran a race neutral campaign
for governor and made history
when he was elected state Democratic nominee. He believes that
it’s only a matter of time before an
African American will win election to statewide office.
Every time he has stood for political office, he said people kept
telling him, he couldn’t win.
What’s needed in Mississippi,
he said, is for more African Americans to go out and try to become
part of the “the establishment.”
“We tell each other we can’t do
it, but what we’re actually saying
is I can’t do it. We have to get out
there and try.”
Dupree said he draws inspiration from those early black Southerners who were elected to state
and federal offices during Reconstruction.
“They laid the groundwork for
my success and the successes of
other African Americans. Their
picture is a symbol of hope because it is a constant reminder that
anything is possible.”

Airport
Continued from page 1

The real reason the state wants
to take control of the airport centers on “money and power,” said
Bakari. “This is essentially about
the systematic dismantling of the
economic viability of Jackson.”
The coalition will host a people’s assembly at 3 p.m. Feb. 20
at Word and Worship Church,
6286 Hanging Moss Road to educate, motivate and get residents
organized on the issue.
“I think we have to educate
the populace of what exactly is
at stake,” said Lumumba, who
noted about 3,000 acres of airport land is incorporated property
of Jackson and the JMAA Commission has a vision for using
the property. The public needs to
know that, “We do not feel that
this is an issue to compromise,”
he said.
Press conference speakers talked about keeping Jackson’s money in the city and said concerns
about costly airfares at the Jackson airport should be attributed
to the industry as a whole and not
the local leadership. Baker addressed concerns over Southwest
Airlines departure from the Jackson airport.
“It’s very interesting that
Southwest Airlines left under
the previous executive director’s
leadership … that was about
Southwest, not the airport commission,” Bakari said.
“The problem of this airport
proposal is that it is a symbol of
the continuing undemocratic process where political leadership
makes decisions that impacts us
directly,” said Sacajawea Hall of
Cooperation Jackson, which is a
part of the coalition.
Other organizations and local entities who have come out
in support of JMAA and against

An Coalition for Economic Justice
supporter’s sign was on display
at the press conference. PHOTO BY
SHANDERIA K. POSEY

the legislation include the Hinds
County Board of Supervisors,
Jackson City Council, Jackson
Mayor Tony Yarber, Sen. Hillman Frazier, Rep. Earle Banks
and the Business Ministerial Alliance of Mississippi.
Rosie L. T. Pridgen, JMMA
chairman of the Board of Commissioners, is encouraged by
the support and plans to attend
the assembly meeting later this
month.
“I believe that it is the basic
responsibility of all citizens to
take charge of their lives and
seek to improve their spiritual,
educational, emotional, physical, political, emotional and
economical conditions,” Pridgen said. “I further believe that
once this happens on an individual level, it will also manifest
itself in our communities. It is
encouraging to have our citizens
get involved in this process to
help save our airports. It is great
that citizens are realizing the potential this could have for future
generations. All citizens should
identify a way to make their
voices heard, speak out against
this legislation, contact their
legislators and work together to
help defeat this legislation.”
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Alpha Kappa Alpha exposes students to United Nations

The Global Impact Committee and the Educational
Enrichment Committee for Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Rho Lambda Omega Chapter recently held a
joint workshop to introduce students to understanding
the mission of the United Nations and the concept of
globalization at the AMR Building in Jackson, Miss.
ASCEND is Rho lambda Omega’s signature youth enrichment program which seeks to motivate, engage,
and assist high school students in reaching their maxi-

mum potential. Rho Lambda Omega President Sharon Bridges emphasized the importance of “exposing
youth to enrichment activities that will facilitate their
growth as productive global citizens.”
The Global Impact Committee, established as part
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority’s 2014-2018 International Programs, seeks to broaden youths’ understanding of the United Nations, its mission and focus
by implementing an authentic recreation of the United

Delta Days held at Capitol
Sen. Angela Turner,
(second from right), greeted West Point residents
(from left), Carolyn Poston,
Tonya Curry and Carolyn
Davidson during Delta
Days at the Capitol on Feb.
9.
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. chapters from
across the state were
represented as they lobbied law makers, inquired
about issues of interest
and received updates from
elected officials.

Nation’s General Assembly. This replication also introduced students to the world of diplomacy, negotiation
and decision making with the ultimate goal of preparing them for an increasingly global and complex society.
According to Global Committee Chairman, Sandra
Hayes, “it is important for young people to understand
the global nature of our society. The UN Classrooms
project makes it possible to understand how different

countries and cultures are related.”
Since its inception, Rho Lambda Omega has experienced success by implementing many ongoing
community service projects that fulfill tangible needs
and make a difference in the lives of individuals in the
Jackson Metropolitan Area. Many of the chapter’s initial community projects focusing on education, health,
government, family, the arts, and economic empowerment have been implemented continuously over the
years.
Participants in the event were (seated, from left)
Kimberly Russ, Educational Enrichment committee
co-chair; Nsombi Lambright, workshop moderator;
Carmen Powell; Sandra Hayes, chairwoman for the
Global Impact Committee; Francine Haig-Jones,
Global Impact Committee co-chair; Marilyn Reed,
workshop moderator and Niaya Thompson; (standing, from left) Rosemary Cargin, workshop moderator;
Karigan J. Davis, Nardos Demisie, K’dreunna Martin,
Caribbean Adams, Jaila Love, Asia Howell, Remi
Nichols, Abel Andena, Timothy Jackson, Asian Hooper, Raven Hayes, 2016 Ms. Calendar Girl for Rho
Lambda Omega; Alara Edwards, Brandon Brister, Jalyn Love, Annie Britton, Asia Parker, Alexandria Morgan, Zadarius Macklin, Anaya Jones, Tyra Robinson
and Antrice Smith, Educational Enrichment co-chair.
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Miss Hinds Community College 2016 named

Courtney Helom, of Jackson,
was named Miss Hinds Community College 2016 in the annual
pageant Feb. 3. As Miss Hinds
Community College, Helom will
participate this summer in the
Miss Mississippi pageant. Helom, 20, is a Raymond Campus
sophomore majoring in biology. She attended St. Joseph
Catholic School and is a cheerleader and a member of Hinds
Connection. Her talent was a
monologue titled “Emmitt Till,” in
which she took on the character
of Till’s mother, and her platform
is “Girl Scouts of America: beYOUtiful.” First runner-up was Abigail Walters, 19, of Vicksburg, a
Raymond Campus sophomore
majoring in nursing. Second
runner-up was Mary Neely Meyers, 19, of Madison, a Raymond
Campus freshman majoring in
business and marketing.

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 5

COMMUNITY
6 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

FEBRUARY 11 - 17, 2016

Hamer Institute events
covers impact of Ayers case
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Fannie Lou Hamer Institute @ COFO, the Institute for
Social Justice and Race Relations, the College of Liberal
Arts, and the Department of Political Science at Jackson State
University will host A Memorial
Symposium on Higher Education, “The 24 Year-old Odyssey
of the Ayers Litigation: In Remembrance of Attorney Isaiah
Madison” Feb. 16. The institute
is located at 1017 John R. Lynch
St. in Jackson.
The symposium is designed to

honor the memory and work of
the late Attorney Isaiah Madison. Madison used his legal
training to attack issues of injustice and oppression in this country and beyond. The series will
concentrate on his major role in
birthing the Ayers case and will
lift up the work he has done to
elevate the poor and neglected
in our society.
The keynote address will be
given by Mary Coleman, chief
operating officer, Crittenton
Women’s Union, former dean of
the College of Liberal Arts and

www.mississippilink.com

Authors visit Sen. Jordan

Sciences at Lesley University.
Events include a round table
discussion from 11:30 a.m. to
12:50 p.m. on The Funding of
Black and White Colleges in
Mississippi: Ayers v Mabus
(1991), a panel discussion from
1-2:20 p.m. on Higher Education Funding: Separate and Unequal and a keynote and comparative celebration from 6-8:30
p.m.
For more information, contact
the Hamer Institute @ COFO
at (601) 979-1563 or email:
COFO.Center@jsums.edu.

Students assists at State Capitol

Alicia Porter of Jackson, Dimitri Tyler of Richland, and Erin Cannon of Jackson recently served as pages
for the Mississippi Senate. Pages generally run errands for officials and Senate staff. They are pictured with
Sen. Sollie B. Norwood (left) and Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves (right) who sponsored their visit. Alicia is the daughter
of Rhonda Porter and attends Clinton Christian Academy. Dimitri is the son of Mikelen and Tuesday Tyler and
attends Richland High School. Erin is the daughter of Sonia Cannon and attends Terry High School. When
asked about the week, they said, “It’s a wonderful experience. We not only learned new things about our
government, but we also met great new people.”

NEWS BRIEFS
Meeting to reduce crime
in South Jackson set
Councilman Tyrone Hendrix is hosting a strategy
meeting at 6 p.m. Feb. 11, to discuss action steps on
reducing crime in South Jackson.
The meeting will take place in the cafeteria of Wingfield
High School located at 1985 Scanlon Drive in Jackson.
The meeting will focus on developing strategies and
concrete actions steps to combat crime, engaging local leaders in an open conversation about communityoriented solutions to fight crime and empowering residents to improve the safety of their neighborhoods.
A panel of local leaders will provide vital information to citizens. Panelists include Jackson Police Chief
Lee Vance, District Attorney Robert Shuler Smith,
Hinds County Sherriff Victor Mason,and Chreston Hills
Watch Group President Johns Sledge.
The meeting is open to the public. For more information, call Hendrix’s office at (601) 960-1089 or email
thendrix@jacksonms.gov.

Jackson plans Amnesty
Days on Feb. 19-20
Jackson’s Municipal Court will host Amnesty Days
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Feb. 19 and from 9 a. m. to 3

p.m. Feb. 20.
During this time, citizens will have an opportunity to
pay tickets, court imposed fines and fees with the added advantage of having the warrant and administration
fees waived for each violation. Unpaid traffic tickets
can result in a suspended license, additional fees and
penalties or an arrest. Traffic cases and misdemeanors with the exception of DUI and domestic violence
crimes involving weapons and crimes against another
person can be resolved during amnesty.
Citizens must be prepared to pay fines in full to receive amnesty of late fees being waived. They must
bring a driver’s license, picture ID, copy of the tickets,
if possible, and cash to the Jackson Police Headquarter located at 327 East Pascagoula St. For more information, call (601) 960-1932.

Arts Commission
accepting grant
applications
The Mississippi Arts Commission opened is annual
grant application process on Feb. 1, for organizations
and individual artists.
These grants support a wide range of arts activities
including artist fellowships, folk arts apprenticeship
grants for professional artists, and project grants for
activities produced by community organizations.
The MAC is also accepting applications for the Mississippi Artist Roster and Teaching Artist Roster.
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Civil Rights author Dr. Mary Elizabeth King (right) and human rights/women’s right’s author Dr. Alice Driver,
both of Washington, D.C., visited with and interviewed Sen. David Jordan at the state Capitol during their
further research in the South for other projects. Among King’s books are Freedom Song, an autobiographical
account of her experiences in the civil rights movement for which she received a 1988 Robert F. Kennedy
Memorial Book Award. Among Driver’s works are More or Less Dead and Feminicide.
Jordan introduced the professors on the floor of the Senate and had them sit among lawmakers. Both have
extensive resumes and are recognized for their work in the arena of human rights.

The agency’s website, www.arts.ms.gov, includes
detailed information about each grant and includes
downloadable application forms. The MAC also offers
eGRANT which is an online system that can simplify
the application process for applicants.
The application deadline for these grants is March
1, at 5 p.m. First-time applicants are strongly encouraged to contact a member of the MAC staff for assistance before submitting an application.

Junior League plans
rummage sale event
Presented by the Junior League of Jackson, the
second annual Junior League Jumble will be held Feb.
18-20 at the former Kroger located at 2000 E. County
Line Road, Ridgeland.
Considered a true rummage sale event, the Junior
League Jumble includes furniture, appliances, home
décor, adult and children’s clothing and more.
Festivities begin Feb. 18, with a “Reveal Party.” A
$40 ticket to the event allows early access to shopping
and also a chance to bid on silent auction items. From
7-10 p.m., food and beverages by Fresh Cut Catering,
as well as live music presented by the T.B. Ledford
Band will be offered. Tickets are available at www.jljackson.org or at the event.
“Peek and Purchase” opens shopping at 9 a.m.
Feb. 19. For $10 per person, shoppers gain early access to the best merchandise before general shopping

Subscribe TODAY

hours begin. General shopping begins at noon on Feb.
19 and concludes at 3 p.m. General shopping will resume from 7 a.m. to noon Feb. 20. General admission
is $3 per person.

Hinds CC plans theatre
groups Lion King dance
The Hinds Community College Montage Dance
Theatre’s upcoming performance titled “The Dance
of Lion King” will take place at 7 p.m. Feb. 16-18, at
Hinds Community College’s Cain-Cochran Hall in Raymond. There will also be a performance beginning at
7:30 p.m. Feb. 19, 2016, at Thalia Mara Hall located at
255 E Pascagoula St., in Jackson.
The performance is an original production by Hinds
Community College’s Montage Theatre of Dance under the artistic direction of Tiffany Jefferson. The story
takes place in a kingdom of lions in Africa, and was
influenced by the biblical tales of Joseph and Moses,
and the Shakespeare play Hamlet, and of course the
Disney animated movie and Broadway musical The
Lion King.
“The Dance of Lion King” will feature an array of diverse works from residential and legendary choreographers within disciplines of ballet, tap, jazz, hip hop, modern, acrobatics, African and Caribbean dance genres.
Ticket prices range from $5 to $25.
For more information, contact Tiffany Jefferson at
(601) 857-3266 or TJJefferson@hindscc.edu.
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Partnership with Project
CHANGE helps Natchez
reduce health disparities
By Reggie S. Davis
Special to The Mississippi Link
The city of Natchez has found an
ally in its mission to improve the
health and wellness of the community. In collaboration with My Brother’s
Keeper: Project CHANGE Initiative,
a total of four neighborhoods parks
and recreation areas have been selected to be revitalized. The needed
enhancements are an essential part of
the city’s promotion of healthy living
and active lifestyle.
According to County Health Rankings and Roadmaps (2015), 80 percent of individuals in Natchez-Adams
County live reasonably close to a location where children can play safely,
and adults can enjoy evening walks,
morning runs, or weekend bike rides.
By contrast, the same report reveals
a negative increase in unhealthy habits.
From 2011 to 2015, more than a
third of adults in Adams County were
characterized as obese, and nearly
half reported no amount of physical
activity during leisure time.
James Johnston, Natchez Planning
and Community Development Director, is aware that there are many
residents who are suffering from a
decline in their physical health in his
city and does see an opportunity to
bridge some health gaps.
“Natchez-Adams County is disproportionately impacted by chronic diseases including heart disease, obesity,
premature births, etc. The mayor and
board felt that one small way to assist
in improving the health and wellbeing
of its residents was through physical
fitness,” said Johnston. “Improvements to our neighborhood parks
seemed the logical choice.”
Nevertheless, for many communities, public works and recreation are
not always a municipal priority.
Johnston shared that the reality for
small municipalities is “not enough
resources are provided to our neighborhood parks. It has been a number of years since any significant
resources were expended to improve
our parks,” said Johnston. “But park
enhancement and recreation is quickly becoming a priority to our elected
officials.”
In March 2015, the city received
more than $90,000 in grant funds from
My Brother’s Keeper, Inc.’s Project CHANGE Initiative to renovate
Jack Waite and North Natchez Parks.
The grant provided funds for outdoor
playground equipment, instructional
fitness equipment, resurfacing of
basketball and volleyball courts, restroom facilities, and a 20-by-20-foot
raised fruit and vegetable garden bed.
My Brother’s Keeper, Inc. recently
provided the city a secondary award
just under $110,000.00 in November
2015.
According to Joyce ArceneauxMathis, mayor pro tem, “These grant

My Brother’s Keeper purchased the playground equipment for Concord Avenue
Park in Natchez to encourage more exercise for children. PHOTO BY JAMES
JOHNSTON

funds will go towards both the purchase of new fitness and playground
equipment and to improvements of
existing recreation amenities (at)
Concord Neighborhood Park and
Duncan Park “
Funds will also go toward resurfacing the eight tennis courts and purchasing new fitness and playground
equipment at Duncan Park as well as
refurbishing the one-half mile, walking trail.
“Our elected officials have heard
the need to improve our parks and
recreational opportunities and are
now listening and dedicating resources for these improvements. Residents
that use the parks most frequently are
the most vocal,” Johnston said.
In addition to the renovations
awarded by My Brother’s Keeper’s
Project CHANGE Initiative, the city
is completing work on the Phase II of
the St. Catherine Trails, moving forward on partnering with the Jackson/
Metro YMCA to build a pool at Liberty Park, and constructing a new tennis pro shop and restrooms at Duncan
Park with the assistance of the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks
Duncan Park is home to one of the
state’s premiere 18-hole golf courses
that are open to the public without
exclusion. The ‘Historical Back Nine’
has been a celebrated attraction in the
community and by tourists since 1916
for its luscious gardens, lining trails
for biking, hiking, and running.
Natchez government officials celebrate the level of service MBK has
invested in the community.
“It has been a very good experience,” said Johnston. “To receive
funds in consecutive years ... has been
a blessing to the residents of NatchezAdams County and for our elected officials.”
In the last two years, MBK has
awarded more than $247,000 in
health and wellness opportunity in the
Natchez area including partnerships
with the Natchez Children’s Home,
Natchez Public School District, and
the Natchez Housing Authority.
Shamir Gates, Regional Project
Coordinator for Project CHANGE,

reaffirms that the success of a healthy
living approach lies in incorporating
accessible options for physical activity for communities.
“Evidence shows that when people
have access to parks, they exercise
more which increases fitness and reduces obesity,” Gates explained. “In
addition, parks offer a space for members of the community to gather in
turn increasing residents’ social connections.”
Henry ‘Hawk’ Harris, a tennis instructor, for NL Elite Sports in Natchez emphasized the importance of
underprivileged youth having access and exposure to diverse types of
physical activities, highlighting the
popularity of organized sports such
as golf and tennis, traditionally perceived as opportunities for the rich.
“I expose tennis to kids at 3 yearsold at head start,” Harris said. “And,
by the time they are in third grade,
they open back up and are now ready
to play.”
Harris further stressed that an interest in using the parks for outdoor
physical activities and exercise starts
with reinforcements from familiar
sources. Many of his students are
the children or younger siblings who
have matured, and are no longer in his
tennis program.
“When big brother plays, or big
cousin plays the idea to be physically active makes a lot more sense
to them because they can recognize
a change,” Harris said. “We practice
tennis Monday through Thursday.”
The rewards are not just physical
health. Harris stated that 2016 marks
the 40th year anniversary of the youth
athletics program. Since 1976, there
have been “4,780 kids to graduate
from high school” and as many to enter college.
“To stay healthy you, you need exercise,” proclaimed Harris, “If (we)
let the kids exercise, there is no telling what the brain will do.”
More information on Project
CHANGE and MBK, Inc. other initiatives to reduce health disparities is
available at www.mbkinc.org, or on
Facebook at Project CHANGE/My
Brother’s Keeper Inc.

Turner joins American Cancer Society board
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Local Jackson community business leader, Cheryl Turner, has recently been elected to the American
Cancer Society Mid-South Division
Board of Directors. Turner joins four
other new members to the board this
year.
The American Cancer Society
Mid-South Division Board of Directors consists of 28-members, which
includes four officers and 24 directors. Directors are elected for a threeyear term, and officers hold their position for a one-year term.
“We are honored to welcome these
four new distinguished members
to the Board of Directors,” said Diana Diaz, RN, MS, 2016 chair of
the board. “The Board of Directors
is comprised of talent, strength and
the commitment to continue to provide strong leadership to help impact
of our collective efforts to eliminate

Turner
cancer as a major health problem.”
Turner is certified public manager
and a business owner with more than
25 years’ experience in administration and management. Through her
position as Southern Region direc-

tor for Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Turner helped to establish the
partnership agreement between the
American Cancer Society and the
sorority, resulting in a variety of collaborations including CPS-3 enrollments, advocacy involvement, and
fundraising efforts. During the last
three years, the sorority has raised
more than $750,000 to support the
society’s mission.
“As we move forward, we would
like to thank our outgoing 2015
Board members Dr. Donnie Batie,
Dr. Ronda Henry-Tillman, and Brenda Turner,” said Diana Diaz, RN,
MS, 2015 chair of the board. “Their
board terms concluded in December,
and we are so grateful for their tremendous work, leadership and support to the Society. We look forward
to their continued engagement as we
continue to save lives and create a
world with less cancer.”
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Winifred A. Green
1937 - 2016

Winifred A. Green, a fifth generation
Mississippian from a prominent Jackson family who defied tradition, threats
and family disapproval to join the
Civil Rights movement in the 1960s,
died February 6 in New Orleans after
a series of health setbacks. She was
78-years-old.
Green dedicated her life to educational equity for all children and social justice for African Americans and women.
Green described her childhood in the
Belhaven community as a very secure,
secluded world of privilege.
She did not think about race or segregation, she told an oral historian at
the University of Southern Mississippi
in 1997, until she attended an Episcopal conference in Boston as a youth
delegate and met well-educated black
youths. “It was revolutionary. I knew
somebody had not been telling me the
truth,” she said. She returned to Jackson to announce to the Bishop that there
were black Episcopalians.
After graduating from Millsaps College in 1963, she and four other white
women created Mississippians for Public Education and organized women
to prevent the Mississippi Legislature
from closing the public schools to avoid
integration. The women made the case
that uninterrupted education was essential for all children and the violence
seen in other southern cities trying to
avoid desegregation would harm Jackson economically. The schools stayed
open.
“We have lost one of the unsung heroes of the Civil Rights Movement,”
said Marian Wright Edelman, president
of the Children’s Defense Fund who, as
a young civil rights attorney, met Green
during the 1964 Freedom Summer.
Green worked for the American
Friends Service Committee, and traveled around Mississippi with another
AFSC staffer, Connie Curry, to find
black parents willing to send their children to the white schools. When some
lost their jobs and property and were
threatened, AFSC gave them moral support.
The Mae Bertha and Matthew Carter
family was very special to Winifred
because of their courage. They were
sharecroppers who enrolled their eight
school age children in a white school
in Sunflower County. Bullets were fired
into the Carter’s house and they were
evicted with no source of income. Most
of the Carter children later graduated
from college.
Edelman said that Green was one of
the state’s few homegrown grassroots
white activists, willing to face family disapproval and the loss of friends.
Green recalled her mother saying,
“‘What did we do wrong?’” She told
her mother, “Granny taught me, ‘Red
and yellow, black and white, they are
precious in his sight’ and I didn’t know
that she didn’t really mean black people.”
Green moved to Atlanta in 1965 to
work on voter registration and school
desegregation in rural Georgia. She
continued to work in programs of social, political and educational reform
and directed the Alabama Community
Relations Program of the AFSC. For the
next 12 years, as director of the Southeastern Public Education Program, she
pioneered reforms in the region’s public education system. At SEPEP she met
and hired a young Oleta Garrett Fitzgerald.
In 1968, Winifred was asked to purchase mules for the Mule Train that
would travel from Marks, Miss. to
Washington, D.C. to be part of the Poor
People’s Campaign. She bought them in
Alabama from a seller who had his confederate flag prominently displayed. On
the advice of a black farmer, she studied
the mules’ teeth as if she knew something about them.
She returned to Jackson in 1980 to
found the Southern Coalition for Educational Equity, a non-profit dedicated to equity and excellence in public
schools. She once explained that since
she and others had devoted so much effort towards school desegregation, she
wanted to take the next steps to ensure
that black and poor children got a good
education. She and her staff created a
summer reading program that became
an early pilot for the Children’s Defense

Green

Fund Freedom Schools® program.
In 1994 Green convinced Fitzgerald to return to their native Mississippi to relaunch a Children’s Defense
Fund Black Community for Crusade
for Children office. The Children’s
Defense Fund- Southern Regional Office celebrated 20 years of operation in
2015 and continues to thrive because of
Green’s council and ability to bridge relationships between generations.
Since 2002, Green has served as senior consultant to the Southern Rural
Black Women’s Initiative to promote
economic and social justice for rural
black women in 77 counties in Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi, with
an emphasis on economic development,
human rights and youth leadership.
Green had a passion for theater, good
food and music. In New Orleans, where
she lived for the past decade, she loved
Galatoires and the jazz club Snug Harbor where the ticket taker said she came
so often she practically paid their light
bill.
Green also loved and cherished her
New Orleans Saints and bled black
and gold. Through good times and bad
times, win or lose, brown paper bag
or Super Bowl ring, she was a diehard
Saint’s fan who owned season tickets in
the coveted “super fan” section 150.
After Hurricane Katrina and the renovation of the Superdome she purchased
a second set of season tickets in the
more upscale bunker section. But, she
never abandoned her “super fan” section and would graciously give friends
access to her new VIP status by allowing them to use her tickets as they were
available. That was just her way.
She lived in the Bywater neighborhood with her cats Alice and Langston.
For more than 40 years, she served
on the Children’s Defense Fund Board
of Directors and was past president of
New Stage Theater in Jackson.
Honors include Women of Achievement from the NAACP Legal Defense
and Educational Fund, the Florina
Lasker Award from the New York Civil
Liberties Union, the Fannie Lou Hamer Humanitarian Award from Jackson
State University and a Medal of Excellence from the Mississippi University
for Women. She was also selected as
one of ten “Women of Vision” honored
in 2013 by the Women’s Foundation of
Mississippi.
Despite health problems in the past
few years, she continued to offer ideas,
observations and insights to CDF and
SRBWI.
She is survived by her uncle, Joshua
Green of Jackson; cousins, The Rev.
Reynolds S. Cheney II and his wife
Stephanie of Memphis, Tenn., W. Garner Cheney and his wife Martha of Birmingham, Ala., Winifred G. Barron and
her husband Patric, Louise Hamilton
of Greenville, N.C., Sally Carlyle of
Tarboro, N.C., and Sam B. Carlyle of
Pinehurst, N.C. She leaves to cherish
her memories many godchildren and a
legion of friends.
Funeral Services will be held at noon
on February 11, 2016 at St. Andrews
Episcopal Cathedral, 305 Capitol Street
in Jackson. Visitation will begin at 11
a.m.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations in her honor to Children’s Defense
Fund/SRBWI, 25 E. Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20001.
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4 JPS teachers among 12 honored MDE seeks sponsors
for Summer Food
by Greater Jackson Chamber
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership’s Teacher Recognition committee recently
surprised those who earned a
spot in the distinguished Metro
Teacher Recognition program.
A total of 12 teachers were
recognized. The four teachers recognized within Jackson
Public Schools were Dr. Delane Lesh of Spann Elementary
School, Claire Marron of Pecan
Park Elementary School, Kacy
Hellings of Davis IB Elementary Schools and Barbara Dyer
of New Summit School.
Each year the Greater
Jackson Chamber Partnership proudly honors teachers
throughout Hinds, Rankin, and
Madison counties for their outstanding achievements in the
classroom. The program, now
in its 21st year, is designed to
elevate the teaching profession
by recognizing and awarding teachers in the metro area
for quality and excellence in
education, thus demonstrating
the business community’s appreciation for the contribution
that teachers bring to the workforce.
The recognition program is a
means of honoring individuals
who are representatives of the

Service Program

Delane Lesh (center), Spann Elementary School

Claire Marron (center), Pecan Park Elementary School

Kacy Hellings, Davis IB Elementary

Barbara Dyer (center), New Summit School

excellent teachers we have in
the metro area.
There were numerous out-

standing nominations this year
and selected teachers will be
recognized at an awards recep-

tion sponsored by Atmos Energy and BancorpSouth at 6 p.m.
Feb. 25, at Jackson Prep.

Cordozo Middle and Bates Elementary
partner to build strong readers
The Mississippi Link Newswire
A select number of Cardozo Middle
School students are Teen Trendsetters as
part of a partnership to benefit young readers at Bates Elementary School. Emerging
readers from Bates are referred by their
teachers and paired with student mentors
from Cardozo. The mentor-mentee groups
regularly meet for one-on-one mentoring
sessions that last about 30 minutes. The
program teaches reading skills and supports
the development of strong leaders.
“The mentors of Cardozo Middle School
as well as the mentees of Bates Elementary
School are equally excited about the experience of interacting with each other as
they participate in the Barbara Bush Reading Program,” said Eliza Lee, principal of
Cardozo Middle School. “Additionally, our
students are honored to have the opportunity to participate in a program that promotes
high self-esteem for themselves and others and allows them to be a part of helping
young students master foundational skills
for future success in life.”

2015-2016 Teen Trendsetters
Partnerships in JPS

Middle school students from Cardozo
read with elementary students from
Bates during a regular reading time.

Middle/High Schools
Callaway High
Forest Hill High
Jim Hill High
Lanier High
Murrah High
Provine High
Wingfield High
Cardozo Middle
Chastain Middle
Rowan Middle

In collaboration with United Way/Alignment Jackson, Jackson Public Schools has
established 10 Teen Trendsetters programs
across the District, including one at Spann
Elementary involving student mentors
from Jackson Academy and Murrah High
School.
Teen Trendsetters is a reading mentoring program founded by the Barbara Bush

Elementary Schools
North Jackson Elementary
Van Winkle Elementary
Isable Elementary
Smith Elementary
Spann Elementary
John Hopkins Elementary
Wilkins Elementary
Bates Elementary
Boyd Elementary
Brown Elementary

Foundation for Family Literacy that pairs
middle or high school students with first-,
second-, or third-grade students who are
six months or more behind in reading. The
foundation has allocated $100,000 to JPS to
cover curriculum and supplemental materials, stipends for program advisors, training
for advisors and mentors, and technical assistance.

Ezra Jack Keats Book Award winners announced
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Ezra Jack Keats Foundation, in partnership with the de
Grummond Children’s Literature
Collection at The University of
Southern Mississippi, has announced the winners of the 30th
annual Ezra Jack Keats Book
Award. Each year, a new writer
and new illustrator are celebrated.
The 2016 award ceremony will
be held April 7 during the Fay B.
Kaigler Children’s Book Festival
at the USM Hattiesburg campus.
The winners receive a gold medallion as well as an honorarium
of $1,000.
“We are proud to present the
Ezra Jack Keats Book Award to
the best new talents in children’s
illustrated literature each year.
These are writers and illustrators
whose books reflect the spirit of
Keats, and at the same time, are
refreshingly original,” said Deborah Pope, executive director of
the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation.
Lois Lowry, a former recipient
of the Festival’s Southern Miss
Medallion and a two-time winner
of the Newbery Award for Number the Stars and The Giver, will
present this year’s Ezra Jack Ke-

COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI

ats Book Awards. Michael Cart,
columnist/reviewer for Booklist
and a leading expert on young
adult literature, will deliver the
Keats Lecture.
“The Keats Archives at the de
Grummond Children’s Collection
is a happy reminder of the joy
that Ezra’s books have brought to
readers and the impact they have
had on children’s book makers,”
said Ellen Ruffin, curator of the
de Grummond Children’s Literature Collection.
The 2016 Ezra Jack Keats
Book Award winner for new writer is Don Tate for Poet: The Re-

markable Story of George Moses
Horton, published by Peachtree
Publishers.
In the South before the Civil
War, it was illegal to teach slaves
to read, but George Moses Horton loved words too much to be
stopped. He taught himself to
read as a child and grew up to be a
published poet, while still a slave.
The 2016 Ezra Jack Keats
Book Award honor winners are:
2016 New Writer Honor
• Julia Sarcone-Roach for The
Bear Ate Your Sandwich (illustrated by Julia Sarcone-Roach.
Published by Knopf Books for

Young Readers)
• Megan Dowd Lambert for A
Crow of His Own (illustrated by
David Hyde Costello. Published
by Charlesbridge)
2016 New Illustrator Honor
• Ryan T. Higgins for Mother
Bruce (written by Ryan T. Higgins. Published by Disney • Hyperion)
• Rowboat Watkins for Rude
Cakes (written by Rowboat Watkins. Published by Chronicle
Books)
To be eligible for the 2016 Ezra
Jack Keats Book Award, the author and/or illustrator will have
no more than three children’s picture books published prior to the
year under consideration.
The selection committee is
comprised of nationally recognized early childhood education
specialists, librarians, illustrators
and experts in children’s literature.
For a complete list of past
award winners, visit www.ezrajack-keats.org/ezra-jack-keatsaward-winners.
For information about submissions, visit www.lib.usm.edu/degrummond/ezra_keats.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Department
of Education is seeking sponsors to operate the 2016 Summer Food Service Program in
counties across the state. This
program is administered by the
Office of Child Nutrition.
The Summer Food Service
Program provides nutritious
meals to children without regard
to race, color, national origin,
age (within statutory limits),
gender, or disability during summer school vacation periods. In
most areas, the program operates from June through August.
Meals and snacks are served
to children in such places as
schools, playgrounds and parks.
Public or private nonprofit
schools, units of local, municipal, county or state government
and public or private nonprofit
organizations may qualify as
sponsors of the Summer Food
Service Program. Residential
summer camps whose enrollment includes needy children

may also act as program sponsors.
To be eligible, sponsors must:
(1) show they are financially and
administratively capable of operating the program; (2) provide
continuing service to the community; and (3) serve meals on
a regular schedule to children or
provide meals as part of an organized program for enrolled children at camps. Qualified sponsors will receive the maximum
“meals time rates” for operating
and administrative reimbursements.
Training for new sponsors
will take place in Jackson on
March 17-18 for churches, government entities and nonprofit
organizations.
Potential sponsors should
immediately contact Cherron
Woodard at the Mississippi Department of Education, Office of
Child Nutrition, P.O. Box 771,
Jackson, MS 39205; phone:
(601) 576-4954; e-mail: ccwoodard@mdek12.org.

MVSU’s Ford-Kee to
join CIAA Hall of Fame
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Dianthia Ford-Kee continues
to make phenomenal strides in
the world of collegiate athletes as
the athletic director of Mississippi
Valley State University. Ford-Kee
will be inducted into the 201516 John B. McLendon Jr., Hall
of Fame of the Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association. The
formal induction ceremony will
be held at the 2016 Hall of Fame
Breakfast at 9 a.m. Feb. 26, at the
Charlotte Convention Center.
“This induction is a testament
to Dianthia’s contributions and
unwavering commitment to the
field of athletics,” said Dr. William Bynum Jr, MVSU president.
“She has devoted her entire career
to ensuring student athletes are
provided the resources they need
to be competitive and successful
in the classroom as well as in their
respective sports.”
The formal induction ceremony will take place during the
association’s annual men’s basketball tournament. Ford-Kee received her bachelor of arts degree
in business administration from
Fayetteville State University in
1982.
While at Fayetteville State,
Ford-Kee competed in basketball and softball, where she was
a member of the 1979 CIAA
Women’s Basketball Championship Team and the 1982 CIAA
Softball Championship Team.
Ford-Kee earned several All Conference and Tournament Team
honors and was selected MVP of
the 1982 Softball Championship
Tournament. In 1982, she was
selected Fayetteville State University’s Athlete of the Year and
was the youngest inductee into
Fayetteville State University’s
Athletic Hall of Fame (1997).
After earning her master of
arts degree in public affairs from
Northern Illinois University,
Ford-Kee joined Shaw University
as the Lady Bears’ head volleyball
and softball coach and assumed
the role of senior woman administrator. She guided her volleyball
program to a tournament championship in 1995 while earning four
CIAA Softball Championships
(1993, 1994, 1996, and 2003).
Ford-Kee was a two-time Volleyball Coach of the Year (1995
and 2001) and four-time Softball
Coach of the Year (1993, 1994,
1996, and 2003).
In 2004, Ford-Kee became
Shaw University’s associate athletics director. During that time,

she was named
the National Association of Collegiate Women
Athletic Administrators (NACFord-Kee
WA A ) – 2 0 0 6
NCAA Division II Female Athletic Administration of the Year.
Ford-Kee served five impactful years (2008-13) as the director
of athletics at Lincoln University
(Pa.) where she was credited with
the improvement of retention
and graduation rates of studentathletes.
Ford-Kee was honored by the
Black Women in Sports Foundation for her accomplishments
at Lincoln University and in the
field of athletics with the Legends
Award. She has received several
honors in the state of North Carolina; she was a 1998 inductee in
the Wake County Academy for
Women for Athletics and a 1999
nominee of the Governor’s Distinguished Woman Award for
Athletics.
In October of 2009, she was
honored and the recipient of the
Northern Illinois University’s
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences Golden Anniversary Alumni
Award. Ford-Kee was one of fifty
alumni who have distinguished
themselves in the careers that
have contributed to the worlds of
education, science, scholarship,
business, law, medicine, community leadership and engagement,
philanthropy and government
service.
Joining Ford-Kee in the 201516 Hall of Fame Class are: Ronald
“Flip” Murray, a former basketball standout at Shaw University,
Tory Woodbury, a former football
student-athlete at Winston-Salem
State University, Earl “Air” Harvey, a former football standout
at North Carolina Central University, Mark Sherrill, a former
basketball student-athlete and
current assistant coach at Johnson
C. Smith University, Arthur “Boo
Boo” Gaskins, a former basketball standout at Elizabeth City
State University, Ingrid WickerMcCree, a former volleyball
coach and now director of athletics at North Carolina Central University, Andre Springs, a former
golf student-athlete from Fayetteville State University and now director of athletics at Livingstone
College, Dr. Edward McLean,
a former director of athletics at
Fayetteville State University, and
“Mr. CIAA” Abraham Mitchell.
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Vaughn brings Delta Jewels Oral
History Partnership to ASU
The Mississippi Link Newswire
In honor of Black History
Month, members of the Mississippi Delta National Heritage
Area’s Delta Jewels Oral History Partnership will make their
way to Alcorn State University to
expound on the history of black
culture.
The partnership will host an
event that will promote an oral
history program Friday, Feb. 26
at the Wesley Foundation in Lorman. The Delta Jewels Oral History Partnership was formed in
2015 and features Delta Jewels:
In Search of My Grandmother’s
Wisdom, a collection of oral
histories and photographs of

African-American church mothers from the Mississippi Delta
by Pulitzer Prize winning photojournalism professor Alysia Burton Steele form the University of
Mississippi.
“I am so grateful that the Mississippi Delta National Heritage
Area see the importance of this
work,” said Steele. “I partnered
with the them to share oral histories throughout the state. This has
helped spread the message that
all of our elders, regardless of
race or gender, have voices and
stories that need to be heard and
collected by the next generation.
By doing this, we all can be preservers of Mississippi culture.”

Cassandra Vaughn, chair of the
Wesley Foundation, looks forward to bringing the program to
Alcorn.
“When I heard Alysia speak
at an event in Jackson, I knew
I wanted to meet her and share
her message with a larger audience,” said Vaughn. “Thankfully,
the universe aligned and we were
able to make this event happen
for the Alcorn community.”
The MDNHA is a partnership
between the people of the Mississippi Delta and the National Park
Service.
For more information about
MDNHA, visit www.msdeltaheritage.com.

Yaun to lead overseas Chinese
Environmental Engineers
The Mississippi Link Newswire
College of Science, Engineering and Technology professor,
Dr. Pao-Chiang Yuan has been
named the 2016 president of
the Overseas Chinese Environmental Engineers and Scientists
Association (OCEESA). Yuan is
a professor of hazardous materials management and emergency
management technology in the
Department of Industrial Systems and Technology.
Yuan said he hopes to be a
leading resource for OCEESA
to continue their profound work
in fostering global sustainable
development. “I am looking forward to continuing OCEESA’s
efforts in advancing quality of
life and protecting the environ-

Yaun
ment. This designation is an
honor.”
Chair of the Department of
Industrial Systems and Technol-

ogy, Dr. Kamal Ali, said, “We
are proud that one of our very
own has been selected to this
position and we are delighted
that his notable work is being
recognized.”
OCEESA’s objectives are:
• To enhance the advancement
of environmental science, technology, and management
• To provide education, training, and information exchange
for members and other environmental professionals
• To establish data base for environmental resources
• To assist sustainable environmental trade and business
• To promote informed environment policy and decision
making.

State’s Foster Care director
says willing to pay for help

Opening plenary participants from JSU greet Dr. David Chandler after his speech (left to right): Rhonda Cooper,
Esq., clinical assistant professor and Pre-Law Advisor; Anthony Holloman, vice president for Institutional Advancement; Dr. Gwen Prater, dean emeritus, College of Public Service; Dr. David Chandler, executive director
of Mississippi Division of Family and Children’s Services; Dr. Evelyn Leggett, provost and senior vice president
for Academic and Student Affairs; Dr. Ricardo Brown, dean of the College of Public Service; and Dr. Theresia
Johnson-Ratliff, conference chair and clinical assistant professor.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Mississippi’s executive director of foster care, Dr. David
Chandler, received a standing
ovation after delivering the opening plenary speech recently at the
Mississippi Child Welfare Institute Conference.
The Jackson State University
School of Social Work and the
College of Public Service sponsored the conference in Jackson,
Jan. 27–29, to provide training
and networking opportunities for
social workers, educators, students and others committed to the
welfare of children.
Chandler told the audience that
Mississippi needs to hire more
than 200 additional social workers and increase their salaries.
“We need help. We need lots of
help, and we’re willing to pay,”
said Chandler.
Chandler gave up his seat on
the Mississippi State Supreme
Court to lead the state’s Division
of Family and Children’s Ser-

vices in December. The system
could be put into receivership if
it doesn’t comply with a federal
court order by May 15. It will
cost millions to make the recommended reforms.
“I can see there are social
workers that have a lot of fire
and want to change things,” said
social worker Alicia Johnson. “I
have hope after hearing what Dr.
Chandler said and the discussions
we are having.”
“We look forward to working with Dr. Chandler to find innovative solutions to foster care
reform, and we stand ready to
assist the agency with meeting
its workforce goals,” said Dr.
Ricardo Brown, dean of the JSU
College of Public Service.
Nearly 300 people from around
the state and country attended the
conference. Conference chair Dr.
Theresia Johnson-Ratliff said she
is grateful for the support and
speakers who addressed topics
ranging from adolescent health to

the impact the Flint, Mich. water
crisis is having on children and
families.
“This conference is a success
year after year because of generous sponsors and excellent speakers, exhibitors, attendees and
committee members passionate
about protecting and supporting
our children,” said Ratliff, a JSU
clinical assistant professor and a
licensed certified social worker.
Adoption program manager
Kelly Canter of Fairfax, Va., attended the conference for the
first time. She helped conduct a
workshop and was an exhibitor
for the Child Welfare Information
Gateway.
“My first impression was just
how warm and welcoming the
organizers and exhibitors were,”
said Canter. “We did a presentation and folks were so engaged.”
The next MCWI conference
takes place February 8-10, 2017,
in Jackson at the downtown Marriott Hotel.
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Alumnus Domonique Woods
hired as associate producer
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The students from Alcorn
State University’s Department
of Mass Communications continue to flourish after completing their education.
Domonique Woods, a Natchez, Miss. native who graduated in May 2015, has been
hired as associate producer
at NEWS10 ABC in Albany,
New York. The news station is
an ABC television network affiliate in the nation’s 58th largest market. The station’s total
viewing audience consists
of more than 500,000 households, which is equivalent to
1.3 million people.
Woods is truly thankful for
the opportunity and is excited
to start his career in a bigger
city.
“I can’t explain the level of
gratitude I have,” said Woods.
“To know that I’m starting
my career in a big market like
New York is unbelievable.”
Living in a city like New
York has always been one of
Woods’ dreams. Now, he is
in a position to not only start
his journalism career in one
of the country’s most alluring
states, but he will also have the
chance to become a seasoned
journalist while creating opportunities that would lead

Woods
him to bigger opportunities in
the future.
“Ever since I was a child,
I’ve always imagined living
my life in a big city. It wasn’t
until I became a young adult
that I started speaking it into
existence. New York will allow
me the chance to get my foot in
the door. This opportunity will
definitely allow me to hone my
craft and build credibility. I do
believe this experience will allow me to cultivate many great
relationships that will eventually lead to something much
bigger. Ultimately, I want to
venture into the entertainment
industry. I know that New York
is the place to start.”

Woods credits his time as a
student at Alcorn for his development.
“My time at Alcorn definitely shaped me into the
young man I am today. When
I reflect on my time at Alcorn,
I can’t do anything but give
credit to Mr. Larry Sanders in
the Department of Mass Communications and my mentor,
Dr. Alfred Galtney. At times,
I didn’t understand some of
Mr. Sanders’ methods, but
now I completely understand.
He gives students the necessary tools to excel in this field.
My time there has truly set the
foundation for where I’m going in life.”

JSU, partner institutions to use grant
to help teacher preparation programs
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University
hosted a two-day event last
week for a coalition of universities and partner school
districts that will help reform
programs that prepare teachers.
The collaboration among
six southern and southeastern
population centers is called
U.S.PREP (University-School
Partnerships for the Renewal
of Educator Preparation) National Center.
Aside from JSU, other universities benefiting from a $7
million grant awarded to Texas
Tech University include Southern Methodist University, University of Houston, Southeastern Louisiana University and

University of Memphis.
Texas Tech University received the grant from the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation to create the national center to foster teacher reform.
For now, the coalition includes six universities in
Texas and neighboring states.
However, it will expand to
other universities after three
years.
Dean Scott Ridley, who authored the grant proposal, said

the name highlights the importance of collaborating with
school districts, which is critical to education reform.
“I believe the historical lack
of deep and authentic university-school partnerships has
been the cause of some of today’s challenges in American
education,” he said. “Now we
have the opportunity to demonstrate how alignment can be
a solution. We rise or fall together.”

10 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

P

A

S

T

O

FEBRUARY 11 - 17, 2016

R

A

L

P

O

I

N

T

S

Black Church Matters

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

Centuries before
West Africans were
enslaved in the New
World, North and
East Africans had
shaped Christianity in
the Old World. Bishops and monks and ordinary disciples of Jesus lived out their faith in
Egypt and Ethiopia, for instance, developing fledgling communities into
sustainable churches. These were the
heirs of apostolic labors throughout
Africa as first century kingdom ambassadors obeyed the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20).
There were devout Jewish Africans who heard the disciples speak
in tongues on the Day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:5-13) and who were thus
part of the 3,000 added to the Lord’s
Church that day. Acts 8:26-40 tells
us that Philip evangelized an Ethiopian eunuch, the minister of finance
for Queen Candace. There is no
doubt this saved and baptized Ethiopian took the Gospel with him to his
native land. It is also believed John
Mark, for whom the second Gospel is named, founded the Coptic
Church in Egypt, one of the oldest
churches outside the Holy Land.
Andre Talla, in his essay “How Africa Influenced the Shape of Christian Culture,” maintains that African
Christians taught European Christians since the Gospel came first
to Africa and Asia and later to Europe. The notion that no African was
Christian before American slavery

and European colonization shows a
tragic miseducation. Thomas Oden
says, “If 2,000 years of Christian history still fall short of being regarded
“at Home” in Africa, then what else
could qualify as African? What else
has lasted 2,000 years?... Christianity is not alien to African traditional
religion.” We need to appreciate this
and plumb its depths. Oden’s fine
book, How Africa Shaped the Christian Mind: Rediscovering the African Seedbed of Western Christianity,
makes a convincing case for the African origins of orthodox Christianity. I quote him at length:
“Africa played a decisive role in
the formation of Christian culture.
Decisive intellectual achievements
of Christianity were explored and
understood first in Africa before they
were recognized in Europe, and a
millennium before they found their
way to North America.
Christianity has a much longer
history than its Western or European expressions. The profound ways
African teachers have shaped world
Christianity have never been adequately studied or acknowledged,
either in the Global North or South.”
Oden’s summary statements disclose his years of study. He is a
white theologian who gets just how
important Africa is not only to civilization as a whole, but to Christianity in particular. When I hear people
say that Christianity is a white man’s
religion, I know they are ignorant of
this rich history. To be sure, much
of the Christianity in the West was a
heretical perversion of the deposit of

faith. It is this heresy that Frederick
Douglass challenged when he said:
“I love the pure, peaceable, and
impartial Christianity of Christ: I
therefore hate the corrupt, slaveholding, women-whipping, cradleplundering, partial and hypocritical
Christianity of this land. Indeed, I
can see no reason, but the most deceitful one, for calling the religion of
this land Christianity. I look upon it
as the climax of all misnomers, the
boldest of all frauds, and the grossest of all libels. Never was there a
clearer case of “stealing the livery
of the court of heaven to serve the
devil in.” I am filled with unutterable
loathing when I contemplate the religious pomp and show, together with
the horrible inconsistencies, which
everywhere surround me.”
It is not Jesus and His Gospel
which are foreign to Africa and to
her children. It is this racial idolatry parading itself as Christianity
that must rightly be overturned. I
hope that during this Black Heritage
Month we go beyond segregation
and slavery and see our Savior and
His multi-colored kingdom, and how
Mother Africa was in many ways its
cradle.
Rev. CJ Rhodes, a graduate of the
University of Mississippi and Duke
University, serves as the director
of Student Religious Life at Alcorn
State University and is the pastor of
Mt. Helm Baptist Church in Jackson.
Rhodes is married to Allison Thomas-Rhodes and they are the parents
of twin boys: Carroll Edward III
and Cornelius Josiah.

A perspective on
black history and the church
By Rev. A. C. Carter
Mississippi Link Newswire
That there should be no schism
in the body; but that the members
should have the same care one for
another. And whether one member
suffer, all the members suffer with
it; or one member be honoured, all
the members rejoice with it. Now ye
are the body of Christ, and members
in particular. (1 Corinthians 12:2527, KJV)
Brothers and Sisters,
I greet you in the precious name
of Jesus the Christ. As we embark
upon the time of reflection we recognize as Black History Month,
I would like to offer a perspective
from this particular text and relate it
to the church from my remembrance
of our history. I submit to you “A
Perspective on Black History and
the Church.”
The apostle Paul writes this letter to the Church of Corinth with
a sense of encouragement defining their importance individually
as well as collectively to the body
of Christ. Not only did Paul see the
need for unity, but he also saw the
need for diversity. Within this text,
he considered the parts, the pattern,
and the possibility of the church and
explained it to the people to relate it
to the body of Christ.
No part was greater than any other part. When one part suffered, the
entire body felt the suffering. When
one part was well, the entire body
felt the triumph. Each member was
a part of the body of Christ and had
an equal share in the benefits. In
other words, as we say in the present day church, “We’re all in this
together.”
Now I considered this text for a
black history perspective, because
during my studies of the History of
Christianity, I came across the word
“schisms,” and learned that Paul was
referring to divisions. As a child,
we considered the place I grew up
as a town rather than a thriving city,
which is present day Madison. The

church where I serve today is the
church I was brought up in. I can
recall the days when we would go
to church on Sunday morning, come
home and change clothes just to go
back to church Sunday evening to
Baptist Training Union. I can recall
when it was a friendly competition
to recite rather than read the key
verse of the Sunday School lesson.
As a matter of fact, it wasn’t known
as the key verse in those days; we
called it the memory verse because
everybody made it a personal goal
to have it memorized for Sunday
morning.
I can recall the response when
the offering was collected during
Sunday School; the person bringing the collection to the secretary
didn’t give an amount, they would
just proudly say “collection money.” I can recall services such as
the March of Roses Program where
choirs would put on their best to
march up the aisle singing “We’re
Marching, We’re Marching Up to
Zion; It’s a Beautiful City of God.”
I can even recall United Sunday
School when churches gathered on
fifth Sundays and children couldn’t
wait to get their hot dog and cookies for snack after it was over. I can
also recall the pastor opening service every Sunday morning saying,
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof the world, and they that
dwell therein.” I remember visiting
local churches where the pews were
wooden, the floors were boards, and
the people were proud. Yet, one of
my favorite memories of the history
of our church and other churches in
the surrounding area was the Sunday School picnics where we went
to Riverside Park in Jackson for a
gathering and everyone brought
food welcoming anyone to share.
All of these memories are a vivid
representation of the Part, the Pattern and the Possibility of the black
church from what I can recall. During those days, people were close
together. We knew each other. We

were concerned about one another.
Children played together and people
smiled because they were happy to
see one another. The places of employment or the sizes of the homes
weren’t a factor to determine if you
would get spoken to or helped along
the way. If one person was down, I
witnessed people coming together
to help them back up. When one
child succeeded, it seemed like the
entire congregation felt as if that
was their child too.
I just believe that just as Paul said
there should be no division within
the church or the body of Christ, if
we as a race of people would take
just a moment to reach back to our
beginnings and reflect on the things
that worked, we can rebuild the
body one member at a time. It will
take more prayers than we have ever
prayed. It will take more patience
than we have ever possessed. It will
take more love for one another than
we have ever shown. However, I am
convinced that if it pleases God, it
will all be worth it.
Rev. Alvin Christoper De’Mond
Carter, is an associate minister and
primary division director with the
Sunday School at Pilgrim Rest M.
B. Church – Madison. He received
his education through the Madison
County School District, Tougaloo
College and Mississippi College.
He was ordained on July 13, 2015
under the leadership of his pastor,
Matthew Canada. He is currently
enrolled at Liberty University pursuing a Master of Arts in Theological Studies & Biblical Studies degree. He is married to KaLandra M.
Carter. They are the proud parents
of three daughters: Aerial, Alondriya and Khloe. Presently, he is employed at Tougaloo College, where
he serves as program assistant under the Title III Program/Curriculum Enhancement, the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes Campus Representative and the Champions of
Character Coordinator for the Department of Athletics.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
As we celebrate this
wonderful month of
Black History and continue our efforts to help others be aware of the rich
heritage which is honored during this period,
I would like to personally thank those
around us who continue the education
of our beginning and successes in this
country called America, the land of the
free.
The list of names and accomplishments is very long and is becoming longer each and everyday. African Americans on the national and local levels
have always been movers and shakers
and finally this country is taking notice.
Many of those movers and shakers are
right here in our great state of Mississippi and a great number of them are in
our own backyards. With that said, I’d
like to personally thank all of The Mississippi Link contributors who are sharing their information with us to help

increase our knowledge of the roles
played by black people.
We all know that Black History
Month celebrates the legacy, education
and wonderful accomplishments made
by people of color since coming to this
country. The Mississippi Link writers/
contributors offer a service to their community that may not be as easily available or detailed in other arenas and because of this, I say thank you.
Isaiah 52:7 (NIV) reads: “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your
God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for
news in and around the state of Mississippi, would like to serve as your personal messenger to share your news and
the news of your places of worship.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com. Fax 601896-0091 or mail your information to
The Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

REIGNING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Drive, Jackson, Black
History Committee will continue its fifth annual “Back in the Day”
Black History Celebration each Thursday, throughout the month of
February beginning at 6 p.m. in the Family Life Center - Gymnasium. The remaining dates, events and speakers will include: Feb.
11, “Honoring Our Living Legends” with guest speakers Rep. Robert
G. Clark Jr., Ellie Dahmer, Ineva Mae Pittman, Dr. Robert H. Smith
and featuring the Callaway singer – Tamara Myles; Feb. 18, “Youth
Heritage Night: Committed to Moving Forward” with guest speaker
Jasmine Murray, Miss Mississippi 2014 – 2015, featuring The Tougaloo College Chorale Choir; Feb. 25, the “Grand Finale’ with guest
speaker Keith A. Beauchamp, a New York, N.Y., filmmaker and producer, featuring MADDRAMA’s production of “The Untold Story of
Emmett Till. For more information call (601) 981-8696 or (601) 3667002. Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.
Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God in Christ, 5302 Queen
Mary Lane, Jackson, will celebrate Black History Month each Sunday in February with a specialized theme and requested attire for
each one. The attire is red Feb. 14 for “All About the Love.” The attire
will include favorite team outfits on Feb. 21, for “Team Spirit.” For the
final service, “I Represent my Heritage,” worshippers are asked to
wear African garb Feb. 28. Another special event, the 2016 Singles
and Couples Conference will be held on Feb. 12 – 13. For more information call (601) 922-8250. Elder Martha Gibson is the shepherd.
Pilgrim Rest M.B. Church, 852A Madison Ave., Madison, Christian
Education Committee will host its Red and White Gala at 5:30 p.m.
Feb. 20. The evening will include food, local entertainment, and silent and live auctions. For more information call (601) 856-2609.
The Rev. Matthew L. Canada, Sr. is the pastor.
Christ Tabernacle Church, 1201 Cooper Road, Jackson, Women’s
Ministry will host a Black History Fashion Show Feb. 21. The event
is one of the highlights of the Black Heritage Celebration to be held
at the church. For more information call (601) 373-1711. The Rev.
Hosea J. Hines is pastor.
St. Paul A.M.E. Church, 816 Madison Ave., Madison, will celebrate
its 91st Church Anniversary at 3 p.m. Feb. 21. For more information
call (601) 898-9610. The Rev. Byram D. McKinzie is the pastor.
College Hill M.B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, will host
its Annual Black Heritage Banquet at 6:30 p.m., Feb. 27. A reception
book signing will take place at 5:30 p.m. For more information call
(601) 355-2670. The Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.
New Jerusalem Church, North Campus, all campuses, Jackson,
will host Friends and Family Day Feb. 28. Services will be held at
7:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. at the North Campus; 9 a.m. and 12 p.m.
at the South Campus, 1285 Raymond Road; and 10:30 a.m. at the
Midtown Campus, 1110 Noel St. For more information call (601)
954-0286 or (601) 206-5844.
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Will there be cell phones in heaven?
By Dr. James L. Snyder
Special to The Mississippi Link
Last Tuesday started out like
any other day except for one
thing. I overslept.
Isn’t it strange that when you
have a full schedule you oversleep? Normally, I am up at the
crack of dawn. Sometimes I
wish the dawn would not crack
so loud, but then I would never
get awake.
In a strange way, I pride myself with being able to get up
early in the morning. At my age
I do not need that much sleep
anymore and so it is my motto,
“Early to bed and early to rise
makes a man healthy, wealthy
and wise.”
I think I have the healthy
down, but the other two are nowhere to be seen, at least from
my bedroom window. Maybe
I am not going to bed early
enough and maybe I am not
rising early enough. I have to
think that through a little bit.
Tuesday I had a very heavy
schedule and it started out
early in the morning with appointments throughout the day.
I do not complain about a full
schedule because it makes the
day go faster.
It is not that often that I have
a day filled with appointments,
but it does happen on occasions. Like, Tuesday.

I would like to blame the
alarm clock, but then I did not
set it the night before so that is
out of the picture.
When I did get up and realized how late I was, I put full
steam forward in motion and
got to my first appointment.
Fortunately, I was on time, but
barely.
It was right after the third
appointment that something
seemed a little strange. I could
not put my finger on it, but I
knew something was wrong
and I did not quite know what it
was. I could not give too much
thought to it because I had a
busy schedule.
By lunchtime I was quite
hungry and satisfied that all of
the appointments went according to schedule. I was afraid
the way my day started that it
would affect everything else
during the day. As luck would
have it, and I do not count too
much on luck, but the day was
going quite nicely.
I just could not get away
from something in the back of
my head that was bothering me.
I checked to make sure I had
the same socks on both feet. I
have gone out with a blue sock
on my left foot and a brown one
on my right foot. That was not
the problem. My tie was okay.
I had the right shirt on and my

pants were okay. But something
was wrong.
As I was eating lunch, I
thought it would be nice to
call the gracious Mmistress of
the parsonage. After all, it was
a busy day and she had just as
busy a day as I did. I thought I
would just touch base and say
hi.
I reached for my shirt pocket
to get my phone and discovered
that my shirt pocket was empty.
That’s right. Empty!
I frantically searched my
person and did not discover
my cell phone anywhere. Then
I had one of those “aha” moments. I had left the house that
morning in such a hurry that I
forgot to pick up my cell phone.
How was I going to get through
the day without my cell phone?
As I sat there finishing my
lunch my fingers began to itch
and twitch. They were insisting
that I text somebody. Anybody!
But I had nothing upon which I
could text.
I cannot remember any day
that I did not have my cell
phone with me. It is just one
of those automatic things with
me wherever I go. I need to be
careful that I do not take it into
the shower.
I am old enough to remember
back in the day when nobody
had a cell phone. Texting was

not even invented at that time.
If you wanted to make a telephone call, you had to stop at
a telephone booth. Making a
telephone call at that time was
a major business.
Today, cell phones have
made our lives so mobile that
we can go anywhere, that is as
long as there is Internet service,
and talk to anybody.
Sitting there munching on
my dessert I began to think
about cell phones in heaven.
The thought came to me quite
suddenly, are there cell phones
in heaven?
Here on Earth we cannot live
without these contraptions, but
will we need them in heaven?
As I was musing on the subject, I thought of a verse in the
Bible. “And call upon me in the
day of trouble: I will deliver
thee, and thou shalt glorify me”
(Psalms 50:15).
Long before cell phones were
ever thought of, God had a plan
for us to communicate with
Him. All I need to do is “call
upon” God and His promises
that He “will deliver” me. What
more does a person need?
The Rev. James L. Snyder is
pastor of the Family of God
Fellowship, Ocala, Fla. He may
be reached at (352) 687-4240,
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net
or www.whatafellowship.com.
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The sum of our fears
Part 2

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

As a continuation of last
week’s column
on the sum of
all fears, this
week I’d like
to explore more
about the creation of fears.
Like primary colors (yellow,
blue and red) form the foundation of all colors, I think there
are just three fears that are at the
heart of all other fears. In looking at others and at my own life,
I think the primary fears are fear
of rejection, fear of commitment and fear of change.
When these fears combine,
they then might create other
fears like fear of being punished,
fear of being inadequate, fear of
being controlled, fear of being
alone, fear of being forgotten,
fear of being ignored, fear of being close or intimate with others
and fear of being hurt.
I think the key to dealing with
any fear is knowing how to handle it. The Bible gives examples
of characters who struggled
with fears. In fact, David makes
references to those fears in well
known passages of scripture
like Psalm 3. He shows us how
to manage fears in Psalm 27.
Verses 1-2 state, “The Lord is
my light and my salvation so
why should I be afraid? The
Lord is my fortress, protecting
me from danger, so why should
I tremble?” He acknowledges
that he is fearful but he also reminds himself that God can protect him.
Later in verses 7-10 of this
same psalm, David pleads,
“Hear me as I pray, O Lord. Be
merciful and answer me! My

heart has heard you say, “Come
and talk with me.”
And my heart responds,
“Lord, I am coming.” Do not
turn your back on me.
Do not reject your servant in
anger. You have always been
my helper. Don’t leave me now;
don’t abandon me, O God of my
salvation! Even if my father and
mother abandon me, the Lord
will hold me close.” He also
repeats his many fears: fear
of being rejected, fear of being
abandoned, and fear of being
ignored.
He ends Psalm 27 with these
familiar words, “Wait patiently
for the Lord. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for
the Lord.” By ending it with
these encouraging words, he’s
showing us a key to managing
our fear: when we are fearful,
it’s important that we have more
patience and trust in God. Yet,
many of us have less patience
when we are unsure and anxious. God wants us to trust him
at all times but especially when
we are fearful.
Here’s a secret: God knows
when we are fearful even when
we don’t want to admit it to him
or anybody else. The great thing
about being a Christian is that
we don’t have to feel the pressure of being “fearless” because
we know God comforts us regardless of our fear. 2 Corinthians 3-4 says that God is the
“God of all comfort” and that
he comforts us so we can then
comfort others.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship
Ends.” She can be reached at
lovehangover@juno.com
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Black love and unity: The new normal

By Jeffrey L. Boney
Special from the Houston Forward Times

If ever there
was a time we
needed to turn
back the hands
of time and return to a place
where there was
a strong sense of black love and
black unity – that time is now.
I remember growing up listening to songs like “Say it Loud
- I’m Black and I’m Proud,” by
the phenomenally talented and
extremely gifted James Brown.
I also watched the movie,
“Get on Up,” which chronicled
the life and career of James
Brown. In the movie, the part of
the movie where he introduced
the song to America stood out
to me. The power of those eight
words, “Say it Loud – I’m Black
and I’m Proud,” gave black people a newfound self-confidence
in 1968 that they had not had
before.
The most powerful part of
the movie, to me however, was
when James Brown brought
several black children into the

recording studio, and had those
children belt out the words,
“Say it Loud” over the microphones. Those black children
said those words with so much
conviction and passion, that you
can hear just how proud these
black children were to be black
in America when you listen to it
over and over again.
That is an example of black
love and black unity.
I also remember walking
through the halls of my elementary school and witnessing my
African-American male principal lead our predominately
African-American student body
in an empowerment chant,
whereby he told every student
to chant, “Black is Beautiful.”
There was something about
saying the words, “Black is
Beautiful” on a regular basis
that was empowering to me.
There was something about
having someone in authority,
especially a black man serving
as the principal at my school
that made me feel proud to be a
black young man.
There was something about

knowing that there was nothing wrong with me making that
declaration for the whole world
to hear, and knowing that I was
special. There was something
about feeling supported and
protected by someone else who
looked like me and who could
relate to me and my experiences.
That is an example of black
love and black unity.
Those were the days, but
many of us have an outlook on
life, as if we can’t re-establish
the type of black love and black
unity we once displayed and
embraced. It’s time to return to
black love and unity. Let’s refer
to it as “the new normal.”
We need to revisit this mentality amongst ourselves and watch
what happens when we make
the decision to reinstate something that has helped make our
communities great once before
– economically, socially, politically, emotionally, spiritually,
etc.
It’s time for us to establish
“the new normal,” that forces
us to return to a community culture that embraces black love

and black unity on a consistent
basis.
Dr. King once said, “We must
learn to live together as brothers
or perish together as fools.”
If it is one thing I know historically about my people, it’s
that we are a strong and resilient
people who know how to work
together and make the most out
of difficult situations. Black
people are not quitters. Black
people are creative. Black people know how to be resourceful.
If history has taught us anything, it’s that us working together collaboratively in love and
unity is the only way that black
people are going to progress
and achieve peace and equality
in this country. Now there are a
lot of people who choose to be
the fools that Dr. King spoke of,
but there is a remnant of black
people in this country whose
eyes have been opened and are
dedicated to rebuilding their
communities through black love
and black unity.
Dr. King also once said, “People fail to get along because they
fear each other; they fear each

other because they don’t know
each other; they don’t know
each other because they have
not communicated with each
other.”
As a people, we must stop hating each other and showing hatred toward one another. At the
heart of most issues, conflict and
hate-filled actions in the black
community is a lack of love and
a lack of unity. It is time for us
to start effectively communicating with one another, with
a foundation of black love and
black unity leading the way.
As a people, we must both,
have a love for God and once
again unite ourselves to God.
As a people, we must both,
love our community and once
again unite as a community.
As a people, we must both,
love our people and once again
unite as a people.
As a people, we must both,
love our youth and once again
unite to teach our youth and help
bridge the gap between them
and our elders.
As a people, we must both
love our history and once again

unite our minds with the knowledge of our history and embracing our culture.
Once again, it is time for us
to return to black love and black
unity – that is, if we really want
to see our communities return to
the strength, pride and prominence it once experienced.
Without black love and black
unity, the black race as we know
it in America is doomed. Let’s
make a decision to make black
love and black unity “the new
normal” right now and moving
forward.
Jeffrey L. Boney serves as associate editor and is an awardwinning journalist for the Houston Forward Times newspaper.
He is a frequent contributor on
the Nancy Grace Show and has
a daily radio talk show called
Real Talk with Jeffrey L. Boney.
He is a Next Generation Project
Fellow, international speaker,
experienced entrepreneur, business development strategist and
founder/CEO of the Texas Business Alliance. You may reach
him at jboney1@forwardtimes.
com.

Beyond the rhetoric: Filthy Standing on sacred ground
rich and dangerous – Part 1
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist
My early days of being an activist seem so simple now. A hot
head reporter or radio personality
would challenge my actions and I
would simply shut him/her down
with my quips and verbal jockeying. An IRS series of audits, police interrogations, being pulled
over by the state police, for no
reason, were some of those tactics
back then in Indiana.
A strange car following our
sons home from school was about
the lowest tactic. Our opponents,
politicians and local business
owners found that we were afraid
of nothing. We took a vow of near
poverty. That meant we had nothing serious to lose and they had
nothing to leverage us into submission or contrition.
When we (my wife, Kay and
I) decided that the above state
was not beneficial to our twin
sons’ upbringing, we left Indiana
for Washington, D.C. and began
to live an upscale lifestyle. We
brought with us an understanding
of local political harassment and
how to dodge it. We relied on that
experience until now.
It appears that we have arrived
in the major leagues and the enemies would not be some Hoosier
Hicks. All of a sudden we were
in the arena of billionaires who
saw money as no object and vengeance as a requirement to their
under the table activities. These
guys make presidents, congresspersons, senators, etc. They take
no prisoners (literally). One of
my friends explained to me: “You
have been used to dealing with
people who seek to knock you
down. These folks here will take
you all the way out. They will
seek to destroy you.”
One of my first examples of this
was during the first Clinton Administration. The number two person at the Small Business Administration was a sister, who decided
that the SBA would no longer get
into the procurement business and
just concentrate on lending and
technical support. That was war to
us and we prepared for battle. We
raised some serious noise on a national basis and this caught the attention of the White House. Some
elderly guy met with some of our
principals. No one really knew
who he was. But when he realized

Harry Alford says that despite personal attacks his advocacy remained
strong, and he purposely remained under the “radar” of the real power
brokers.
that we were prepared for “war”
he made a suggestion. “If I talked
to Bill (the president) and told him
if we removed this lady from her
position, the problem would go
away – would that work?” We
said yes. Two weeks later she was
gone. She went to one of Vernon
Jordan’s companies (He was a
board member for about a dozen
Fortune 100 companies). That
spoke volumes.
It also made us aware that there
was a force out there that was
more powerful than the president.
As the “body counts” under the
Clinton Administration started to
multiply and the overwhelming
scandals started to appear, it was
so clear to me. Forget about the
movies, this was the real “Empire.” My advocacy remained
strong, but I purposely remained
under the “radar” of these real
power brokers.
So I played this game. A few
“jabs” here and a “duck” there,
progress was being made. In fact,
our positions were similar to the
platform of President George W.
Bush.
The pro-business arena saw talent in me and the National Black
Chamber of Commerce. We were
on a major roll and considered the
voice of black business. Fortune
Magazine, the House, the Senate
and cable television referred to
the NBCC to measure the mood
of black business.
Then, as Earth, Wind and Fire
would say: “Something happened
along the way and what used to be
happy turned sad.”
The presidential race for 2008
brought the fiercest political battle
in the history of the United States.

It wasn’t Democrats versus Republicans any more. It was do or
die. There were a lot of organizations: environment, taxation, education, military, labor, economic
parity, civil rights, homosexual,
etc. But now, there was a major
movement to take all of these
organizations and classify them
as Group 1 and Group 2. Saying
liberal or conservative wasn’t
enough. Terms like Progressive
and Free Market became defining roles. Thus, America and the
western world for that matter became divided into two groups of
tribes.
We, the NBCC, found ourselves
classified as Free Market and that
was cool to us. The progressives
came up with this project named
Barack Hussein Obama. Muslim name, African blood mixed
with Caucasian blood and early
roots in Islamic Indonesia. It was
unique to say the least.
So, when the progressive
groups like Greenpeace, 1 Percenters, SEIU and other hostile
organizations launched a physical attack on the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce and its members the
format was set. They viewed capitalism as their enemy and a socialistic/communistic philosophy
as their mantra. The White House
was on their side and they would
not compromise in the least. The
world, as we know it, was about to
change. Chaos was in charge.
Harry Alford is the president/
CEO, co-founder of the National
Black Chamber of Commerce.
For more information about the
NBCC visit www.nationalbcc.org
or email halford@nationalbcc.
org

Three
unarmed
black
men
encountered a group
of white men
walking down a
dirt road in Slocum, Texas on July 29, 1910.
Without warning, and with no
reason, the white men opened
fire on the black men. And
for two days white men simply slaughtered black people.
Eight deaths have been officially acknowledged, but historians who have studied the
Slocum Massacre say that it is
likely that dozens more were
killed, with some saying as
many were killed in Slocum
as in Tulsa in 1921 (and those
numbers range into the hundreds). The New York Times
quoted William Black, the
sheriff at the time of the massacre:
“Men were going about killing Negroes as fast as they
could find them, and so far as
I was able to ascertain, without
any real cause. I don’t know
how many were in the mob,
but there may have been 200
or 300. … They hunted the Negroes down like sheep.”
History mostly swallowed
the horror of the Slocum Massacre. Some descendants of
those massacred pushed for
official acknowledgement of
the horror, but there have been
efforts to cover up the carnage,
with some in Slocum pretending that the Massacre never
happened. It took more than
a century, until 2011, for the
Texas Legislature to formally
acknowledge the massacre. A
roadside marker commemorating the tragedy was just placed
on Jan. 26, 2016.
A local member of the An-

derson County Historical Commission opposed the marker
because, “The citizens of Slocum today had absolutely nothing to do with what happened
over a hundred years ago. This
is a nice, quiet community with
a wonderful school system.
It would be a shame to mark
them as racist from now until
the end of time.”
E.R. Bills, author of The
1910 Slocum Massacre: An Act
of Genocide in East Texas, says
that there are more than 16,000
historical markers in the state
of Texas. “The Slocum Massacre historical marker will apparently be the first one to specifically acknowledge racial
violence against African Americans.” His book meticulously
documents the Slocum facts,
and asserts, “Many white folks
got away with murder.” Only
11 were arrested for their role
in the massacre. Seven were
indicted but none were prosecuted for their crimes. The
eleven were only the known
criminals. According to Bills,
many murderers buried dead
bodies on their land to perpetuate the cover up.
The Slocum historical marker stands on sacred ground.
There are many other sacred
grounds in these United States,
grounds that are soaked with
the blood of lynched and murdered African Americans. Yet
there are few markers of our
nation’s historical madness.
The Equal Justice Initiative, an Alabama-based organization that has documented
the magnitude of our nation’s
lynching history, hopes to
build markers and memorials
on lynching sites, much like
the one in Slocum.
We need these memorials
to remind us of an era of racial terror, and to consider the

contemporary consequences of
that terror.
This year the association for
the study of African-American
life and history has chosen
Hallowed Grounds: Sites of
African American Memories
as their Black History Month
Theme. While ASALH has not
focused specifically on markers and memorials for sites of
lynching and massacres, the focus location is important. They
mention plantations, historic
homes, and historic streets
(like Beale Street in Memphis,
Sweet Auburn Avenue in Atlanta and 125 Street in Harlem)
as important places to embrace
and celebrate.
Many of our nation’s major
cities have experienced gentrification in the past decade or
so. Washington, D.C. is no longer Chocolate City – more like
neapolitan or chocolate chip.
The 125 Street of the Harlem
Renaissance has diversified,
as young whites with deep
pockets are pushing the prices
of historic brownstones into
the seven or eight figure price
range. No matter. The places
are still sacred ground, and
should be recognized as such.
It is important to acknowledge these places with statues,
markers and memorials, lest
we forget. Those who don’t
know history are doomed to
repeat it. We assert that Black
Lives Matter because so many
black lives were obliterated in
Slocum, and because for far
too long it was convenient and
comfortable to forget a heinous
massacre.
Julianne Malveaux is an author, economist and founder
of Economic Education. Her
latest book Are We Better Off?
Race, Obama and Public Policy is available for pre-order at
www.juliannemalveaux.com.
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Obama unveils record $4.1
trillion election-year budget
By Andrew Taylor
and Martin Crutsinger
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – President
Barack Obama on Tuesday unveiled a record $4.1 trillion,
election-year budget that finances Democratic priorities like education, health care and climate
change with new taxes on crude
oil, the wealthy and big banks.
The progressive wish list,
which comes as the nation’s
long-term fiscal outlook is deteriorating, underscores the initiatives pushed by Democratic
candidates, Hillary Clinton and
Bernie Sanders, who hope to
succeed Obama. Republicans
dismissed the proposal as a taxand-spend exercise.
Obama called the budget - his
eighth and final one – “a roadmap to a future that embodies
America’s values and aspirations: a future of opportunity and
security for all of our families; a
rising standard of living; and a
sustainable, peaceful planet for
our kids.”
The budget was unveiled on
the same day as the New Hampshire presidential primary, with
much of the focus on the political fight over Obama’s successor.
The budget calls for a major
new tax on crude oil that would
raise the price of gasoline, currently averaging about $1.80
a gallon nationwide, by about
24 cents. All told, its tax hikes
would average more than a
quarter-trillion dollars a year to
cover deficits made worse by a
softening economic picture. The
$2.8 trillion net tax hike package
would almost double the tax increases Obama sought - and was
denied – last year.
“This isn’t even a budget
so much as it is a progressive
manual for growing the federal
government at the expense of
hardworking Americans,” said
House Speaker Paul Ryan, RWis.
As in past years, Obama’s

A staff member delivers President Barack Obama’s fiscal 2017 federal
budget to the House Budget Committee Room on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday. Obama unveils his eighth and final budget, a $4 trillionplus proposal that’s freighted with liberal policy initiatives and new and
familiar tax hikes, sent to a dismissive Republican-controlled Congress.
AP PHOTO/ANDREW HARNIK

budget largely leaves alone huge
benefit programs like Medicare,
Social Security, Medicaid and
food stamps, whose spiraling
growth is the main driver of
budget deficits that economists
say could drag down the economy unless policymakers step in.
The Obama plan sees the deficit rising from $438 billion last
year to more than $500 billion
for the 2017 budget year that
starts Oct. 1. Deficits over the
coming decade would total $6
trillion.
Obama and his GOP rivals
long ago gave up on efforts to
find sweeping bipartisan solutions to the government’s eroding fiscal picture. An Obama
proposal to curb the inflation increases for Social Security beneficiaries, seen as an overture to
Republicans, was shelved years
ago.
Washington’s
nonpartisan
budget scolds were unimpressed.
“The president once promised
not to leave our fiscal problems
for future generations to solve,
but in this budget, that is exactly
what he does,” said Maya MacGuineas, president of the Committee for a Responsible Federal
Budget.

While virtually no one in
Washington is predicting a major budget pact this year between Obama and Republicans,
administration officials saw bipartisan hope for proposals to
combat heroin and opioid addiction, fund a “moonshot” effort to
find cancer cures, and expanded
tax credits for the working poor.
The budget arrived the day after Obama requested an immediate $1.8 billion infusion to combat the Zika virus, which can
cause horrific birth defects and
is spreading in Latin America.
“It’s tempting to adopt the
conventional wisdom that a
president’s final budget isn’t
relevant, but I think the conventional wisdom is wrong,” said
Shaun Donovan, director of the
White House budget office.
The submission caps a combative few years in Obama’s
dealings with Republicans. A
major deficit reduction effort
in 2011 fell apart, though after
his re-election in 2012 Obama
won a higher income tax rate
on couples earning more than
$450,000 per year and individuals earning more than $400,000.
A budget pact last year set
overall spending levels for this
year’s round of agency spending

bills.
The budget proposes a 10year, $400 billion initiative for
“clean” transportation projects
and other infrastructure; a $19
billion, 35 percent increase for
cybersecurity, and additional
funding for a summertime food
program for children who receive free lunches during the
school year.
It also calls for a $4 billion
plan to teach computer science;
and $6 billion in training funds
to help young people land their
first job.
Other tax increases include a
.07 percent fee on larger banks
that would raise about $10 billion a year; reducing the value
of itemized deductions taken
by wealthier taxpayers to raise
a whopping $646 billion over a
decade; almost doubling the approximately $1 per pack federal
cigarette tax; and a new proposal to require a greater number of
wealthier people pay a 3.8 percent Obamacare tax surcharge.
The so-called “Buffett Rule”
would require a minimum 30
percent tax rate for upper-income earners.
Some of those tax increases
would offset new tax cuts such
as an expansion of tuition tax
credits, giving the earned income tax credit for the working
poor to those without children,
and broadening a tax credit for
child care expenses.
Among the health care provisions in Obama’s budget, several address the rising cost of
prescription drugs. One new
proposal would gradually shift
most of the burden of paying for
drugs in the “catastrophic” portion of Medicare’s prescription
program to insurers who deliver
the benefit, as opposed to taxpayers.
Another idea, estimated to
save $5.8 billion over 10 years,
would allow the federal government to join forces with states to
negotiate Medicaid rebates from
drug companies.

Mother of unarmed man fatally
shot in back is suing police
By Amanda Lee Myers
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES – The mother of an unarmed man fatally shot in the back by a Los
Angeles police officer last year sued the city
and its police chief Tuesday, saying the death
is emblematic of a culture of excessive force.
The lawsuits alleging wrongful death and
unjustified force in the killing of Brendon
Glenn, 29, were filed in state and federal
courts by attorneys for Sheryn Camprone of
Troy, New York.
The suits seek unspecified damages and
name the officers involved in the May 5 confrontation in the Venice area of Los Angeles.
“Glenn was unarmed and not threatening
anyone. The killing was completely unjustified,” according to the lawsuits.
The lawsuits cite 21 fatal shootings by Los
Angeles Police Department officers in 2015,
saying Chief Charlie Beck has failed to adequately discipline his officers, “creating a
culture of impunity within the LAPD that
encourages such violence and incidents of
unreasonable force against the public.”
Frank Mateljan, a spokesman for the city
attorney’s office, said he could not comment
on pending litigation. Capt. Andrew Neiman,
a police spokesman, also declined to comment.
Beck has previously said such statistics
can’t be viewed in a vacuum. For instance,
the 21 fatal officer-involved shootings in
2015 occurred in a year when there were
more than 500,000 stops, 750,000 radio calls
and more than 97,000 arrests.
Last month, Beck recommended that the
officer who shot Glenn twice in the back be
criminally charged. Prosecutors haven’t de-

This undated photo provided by V. James
DeSimone Law shows Brendon Glenn in front
of the Hollywood sign in Los Angeles. AP PHOTO/ANDREW HARNIK

cided whether to file charges.
Beck’s recommendation came after investigators concluded that Glenn was on
his stomach trying to push himself up when
Officer Clifford Proctor shot him, and that
Glenn wasn’t trying to take a gun from Proctor or his partner.
It was the first time Beck has recommended charges against an officer who fatally shot
someone while on duty. More than 100 such
shootings have occurred since Beck became
chief in late 2009.
The shooting came amid tensions nation-

wide over police killings of unarmed black
men. One of Glenn’s parents is black, as is
Proctor.
Police said at the time of the shooting that
Proctor and his partner were responding to
a 911 call about a man arguing with a bar
bouncer and hassling passers-by.
The officers spoke to Glenn, who began
walking away but then came back and began
struggling with someone on the sidewalk, according to a police news release. The officers
were trying to detain Glenn when the shooting occurred.
The lawsuits assert that Glenn was leaving the area and hadn’t committed a crime
when officers confronted him, grabbed him
without justification and gave no verbal commands or warning before he was shot.
The officer’s attorney, Larry Hanna, contends the shooting was justified because
Proctor thought Glenn was reaching for his
partner’s gun, and that surveillance video of
the shooting does not show both of Glenn’s
hands.
The lawsuits also criticize the police department’s refusal to release the video, saying “the city continues to hide from scrutiny.”
Glenn was a father of one child and a New
York native who had recently moved to Los
Angeles. In a statement provided by attorneys for his family, Glenn’s sister described
her brother as a charismatic, avid outdoorsman and sports enthusiast who had a knack
for fixing electronic devices.
“Growing up as children, I remember
looking up to my older brother and thinking to myself that maybe one day I would be
as cool as he was,” Brittany Glenn said in a
statement.”
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Intelligence officials:
Islamic State to
strike U.S. this year
By Deb Riechmann
and Richard Lardner
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – Leaders
of the Islamic State are determined to strike targets in the
United States this year, senior
U.S. intelligence officials said
Tuesday, telling lawmakers
that a small group of violent
extremists will attempt to overcome the logistical challenges
of mounting such an attack.
In testimony before congressional committees, Director of
National Intelligence James
Clapper and other officials described the Islamic State as the
“pre-eminent terrorist threat.”
The militant group can “direct
and inspire attacks against a
wide range of targets around
the world,” Clapper said.
Marine Lt. Gen. Vincent
Stewart, director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, said
the Islamic State will probably
conduct additional attacks in
Europe and then attempt the
same in the U.S. He said U.S.
intelligence agencies believe
IS leaders will be “increasingly involved in directing attacks
rather than just encouraging
lone attackers.”
Clapper also said al-Qaida,
from which the Islamic State
spun off, remains an enemy
and the U.S. will continue to
see cyber threats from China, Russia and North Korea,
which also is ramping up its
nuclear program.
North Korea has expanded
a uranium enrichment facility
and restarted a plutonium reactor that could begin recovering
material for nuclear weapons
in weeks or months, Clapper
said in delivering the annual
assessment by intelligence
agencies of the top dangers
facing the country.
Clapper said that Pyongyang
announced in 2013 its intention to refurbish and restart nuclear facilities, to include the
uranium enrichment facility at
Yongbyon and its plutonium
production reactor, which was
shut down in 2007. He said
U.S. intelligence had assessed
that North Korea has expanded
Yongbyon and restarted the
plutonium production reactor
there.
Clapper also told the Senate Armed Services and intelligence committees that North
Korea has been operating the
reactor long enough that it
could begin to recover plutonium “within a matter of weeks
to months.”
Both findings will deepen
concern that North Korea is
not only making technical advances in its nuclear weapons
program, following its recent
underground test explosion
and rocket launch, but is working to expand what is thought
to be a small nuclear arsenal.
U.S.-based experts have estimated that North Korea may
have about 10 bombs, but that
could grow to between 20 and
100 by 2020.
North Korea on Sunday
launched a rocket carrying an
Earth observation satellite into
space. The launch followed
a Jan. 6 underground nuclear
explosion that North Korea
claimed was the successful test
of a “miniaturized” hydrogen
bomb. Many outside experts
were skeptical and Clapper
said the low yield of the test

“is not consistent with a successful test of a thermonuclear
device.”
Clapper said that Pyongyang
is also committed to developing a long-range, nucleararmed missile that is capable
of posing a direct threat to the
United States, “although the
system has not been flighttested.”
On the cyber threat, Clapper
said U.S. information systems,
controlled by the U.S. government and American industry,
are vulnerable to cyberattacks
from Russia and China.
Clapper said China selectively uses cyberattacks
against targets Beijing believes
threaten Chinese domestic stability or regime legitimacy.
“We will monitor compliance with China’s September
2015 commitment to refrain
from conducting or knowingly
supporting cyber-enabled theft
of intellectual property with
the intent of providing competitive advantage to companies or commercial sectors,”
he said.
North Korea “probably remains capable and willing to
launch disruptive or destructive cyberattacks to support its
political objectives,” he said.
Moscow “is assuming a
more assertive cyber posture”
that is based on its willingness
to target critical infrastructure
and carry out espionage operations even when those operations have been detected and
under increased public scrutiny, Clapper said.
Clapper also said Moscow’s
incursion in Ukraine and other
“aggressive” moves around the
globe are being done in part
to demonstrate that it is a superpower equal to the United
States. He said he’s unsure of
Russia’s end game but is concerned “we could be into another Cold War like-spiral.”
“I think the Russians fundamentally
are
paranoid
about NATO,” Clapper said.
“They’re greatly concerned
about being contained and are
of course very, very concerned
about missile defense, which
would serve to neuter what is
the essence to their claim to
great power status, which is
their nuclear arsenal.”
On Afghanistan, Clapper
said the country is at “serious
risk of a political breakdown
during 2016.” He said waning
political cohesion, rising activities by local powerbrokers,
financial shortfalls and sustained attacks by the Taliban
erode stability.
On Syria, Stewart said he
does not think the Syrian
government of Bashar Assad
is likely to collapse or be defeated in the near term because
of increased support from Iran
and Russia. He said Assad’s
forces will likely regain key
territory in some key areas.
“He certainly is in a much
stronger negotiating position
that he was just six months
ago,” Stewart said.
He predicted, however, that
Iranian and Russian interests
in Syria will likely diverge
because they won’t share the
stage there as a regional power.
For now, however, Iran wants
to maintain its relations with
Moscow so it can purchase
Russian arms without preconditions.

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

NATIONAL
14 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

FEBRUARY 11 - 17, 2016

Clinton tours Flint, Mich.
Presidential candidate supports
federal plan to aid city
By D. Kevin McNeir
NNPA News Wire Contributing Writer
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton took a
pause from campaigning Feb. 7
to visit Flint, Mich., at the invitation of the city’s mayor, Karen Weaver, following weeks of
conversations between the two
leaders about the health crisis
that citizens, particularly children, continue to face after several years of drinking and bathing in tainted water.
While on the campaign trail
and even during interviews and
private speaking engagements,
Clinton has referred frequently
to the challenges facing the
residents of the lead-poisoned
city – a once bustling factory
town long in decline that in addition to widespread poverty
and unprecedented unemployment now faces a state-declared
man-made emergency because
of undrinkable tap water.
Former Secretary of State
and First Lady Clinton, scheduled to tour the city with Mayor
Weaver, spoke to Flint residents
at the House of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church, and then
traversed the city listening to
personal testimonies, requests
and complaints in order to learn
more about the state of the crisis.
Weaver, during an MSNBC
televised interview on Sunday, said Clinton has promised
to help in every way possible
including adding pressure on
Congress to approve a bill that
would allow for federal funding
to help the city deal with its water crisis.
“We’ve been waiting for the
state (of Michigan) for almost
two years to come in here and
fix this problem,” Weaver said.
“We can’t wait any longer.”
Clinton spoke with the NNPA
News Wire from Flint by telephone following her tour and
a host of meetings with clergy,
elected officials, the mayor and
residents of the city.
“I was honored to be asked to
come to Flint by the city’s mayor as she continues her valiant
effort to draw national attention
to the tragedy here,” Clinton
said. “This is not merely unacceptable and wrong, but also
immoral. The children of Flint
are just as precious as children
in any other place and they’re
deserving of health care and a
quality education.
“We still don’t know how
many will be effected or the
challenges that they will face
in the future. But we do know
that action is needed immediately. During my visit here, I
had the opportunity to address a
large congregation at the House
of Prayer where their pastor
and others remain committed to bringing about positive
change.”
Clinton continued: “I hear
that both senators from Michigan are proposing a $200 million bill and Congress should
pass that bill. Then we need to
figure out how to initiate more
medical testing and also institute educational support so that
everyone, especially the children here, are better equipped
to cope with the long term effects of lead poisoning. The
state of Michigan also needs to
step up to the plate.”
Clinton added that it’s vital
that a bright line be shined on
Flint.
“What happened here was so
egregious – officials knew what
was going on and they ignored
it, they remained indifferent
to it – this particular crisis de-

Presidential candidate Hillary Clinton (left) visits with Flint, Mich., Mayor Karen Weaver to discuss the
water crisis in Flint and relief efforts. PHOTO BY BARBARA KINNEY/HILLARY FOR AMERICA

Clinton speaks during a visit to the House of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church in Flint, Mich.

Clinton shakes hands with Elder Kenneth L. Stewart of the House of Prayer Missionary Baptist Church in
Flint, Mich. during a visit to the church Feb. 7.
serves as much attention as possible. First things first – everyone deserves clean air and clean
water,” she said as she prepared
to return to New Hampshire in
order to campaign for the final
days before the state holds its
presidential primary elections.
Weaver has recently begun
promoting a private-public
partnership that would fund a
complete pipe system replacement, but she also remains
highly critical of state officials,
particularly Gov. Rick Snyder,
who she says knew about the
foul, lead-poisoned water but
chose to look the other way

because of the costs related to
overhauling the pipe system.
Clinton campaign chairman,
John Podesta, in an earlier
statement, said, “We should use
the spotlight of the presidential
campaign to keep the focus on
Flint and to lift up the historic
underlying issues that Flint and
too many other predominantly low-income communities
of color across American are
struggling with each day.”
During the Democratic presidential debate held last week
and aired by MSNBC, Rachel
Maddow, who served as a comoderator, asked Clinton if

she would launch a federal response. Clinton said she would
“absolutely” while also seeking
remedies to the myriad burdens
now faced by Flint residents.
“That includes fixing their
pipes, it includes guaranteeing
whatever health care and educational embellishments they
may need going forward and I
think the federal government
has ways where it can bill the
state of Michigan,” Clinton told
Maddow. “If Michigan won’t
do it, there have to be ways that
we can begin to move, and then
make them pay for it and hold
them accountable.”
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Report: Black women
under represented in
public office
By James Wright
TriceEdneyWire.com
Despite the high-profiled
black women office holders
like D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser
(D), Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake (D) and the
women of the Congressional
Black Caucus, black women
hold few elected positions, particularly in statewide offices, according to a new report.
It was commissioned by
Higher Heights, a non-partisan
organization dedicated to getting black women elected to
public office. The report, authored by Kelly Ditmar and produced in conjunction with the
Rutgers University’s Center for
American Women and Politics,
said that black women make up
7.4 percent of the nation’s population but only 3.4 percent of the
U.S. Congress, 3.5 percent of
state legislators, 1.9 percent of
mayors in cities with more than
30,000 people and less than one
percent of statewide elected officials.
Ditmar said that low numbers
are discouraging given black
women’s level of voter participation.
“Black women have registered and voted at higher rates
than their male counterparts in
every election since 1998,” Ditmar said. “Moreover, they surpassed all other race and gender
subgroups in voter turnout in
2008 and 2012. Black women
also turned out to vote at a rate
of seven percentage points higher than their black male counterparts in the 2014 midterm elections, out-numbered black men
at the polls by over two million
votes and are at the highest rate
among any non-white group.”
There are only three black female statewide elected officials
in the country: California Attorney General Kamala Harris (D),
Connecticut State Treasurer Denise Nappier (D) and Kentucky
Lt. Gov. Jenean Hampton (R).
Ditmar said that there are some
“distinct hurdles” to black women seeking political office.
“Black women are less likely
to be encouraged to run for office and are more likely to be
discouraged from running than
black men and white women,”
Ditmar said. “Black women
also navigate race and gender
stereotypes and the intersections
therein, while running for and
serving in office. Finally, black
women represent less affluent
districts and are less likely to be
part of moneyed networks, posing hurdles to fundraising.”
D.C. Council member Anita
Bonds (DAt Large), chair-

Baltimore Mayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake is one of a few
black women mayors in the U. S.
PHOTO: ROY LEWIS/TRICE EDNEY
NEWS WIRE

man of the D.C. Democratic
State Committee, agrees with
Ditmar’s conclusions. “Black
women are often charged with
taking care of their families so
they don’t get involved as much
as they want to,” Bonds said,
who has served for decades in
management levels in political
campaigns, D.C. Council members offices and the District
government. “They tend to look
to the males for political direction.”
Nevertheless, Ditmar said that
some black women have succeeded despite the challenges.
“Black women have proven
their capacity to overcome these
hurdles and, even more, capitalize upon the distinct advantages
that they bring to candidacy and
office holding,” she said. “Black
women’s confidence and political experiences in community
work and activism have contributed to their political ambition
and success.”
There are 18 black women
in the U.S. House of Representatives that includes delegates
from thae District and the U.S.
Virgin Islands and all of them
but Rep. Mia Love (R-Utah) are
Democrats. There are no Black
women in the Senate. The first,
and so far only, black woman
to be elected to the Senate was
Illinois’s Carol Moseley Braun,
who served from 1993-1999.
D.C. Council member Anita
Bonds (D-At Large) said that
it will take some generational
mending for black women to
become the political force that
it has the potential to be. She
said, “This younger generation
of black women doesn’t think
you can make a difference in
the lives of people by being a
politician. For example, I have
four granddaughters and they
are more interested in business
and entrepreneurship and see
that route as serving their community rather than going into
politics.”
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 03/10/2016 , for:
RE:
		

The Mississippi Link
Pick Up

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

GS# 114-022 Business and Health Building
University of Southern Mississippi - Gulf Park Campus

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:
Professional:
McCarty Architects Professional Association
Address:
Post Office Box 440
			Tupelo, Mississippi 38802
Phone:		662-844-4400
Email:
broberts@mccartycompany.com
A deposit of $250.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management
2/11/2016 218/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
SIGN VARIANCE FOR EASTOVER JACKSON, LLC
THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON
THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR EASTOVER JACKSON, LLC TO RECEIVE
CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016 AT 6:00
P.M. IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS &
LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.
2/11/2016

Tired of renting? Try affordable
homeownership through Habitat for
Humanity Mississippi Capital Area.
Learn more at an informational meeting at 5:30 p.m. March 3 at the Jackson Medical Mall Community Room;
or call 601-535-6060 or visit www.
habitatmca.org.
2/11/2016

LEGAL
CONTRACT SPECIALIST: The Mississippi Regional Housing Authority
No. VI is seeking qualified applicants
to fill the position of Contract Specialist. This position is primarily responsible for processing HAP contracts,
review of leases and other paperwork associated with housing assistance, evaluation of rent increase
requests, and day-to-day program
administration of landlord services.
Candidate’s preferred education is a
Bachelor’s degree or an Associate’s
degree with suitable related experience. Candidate must be computer
literate, possess highly effective oral
and written communication skills,
well organized and able to manage
multiple tasks and assignments.
Applicants should submit a letter of
interest along with a current resume
to: Mississippi Regional Housing Authority No. VI, Attn: Linda Durr, Human Resource Specialist, P.O. Box
8746, Jackson, MS 39284. Closing
date for receipt of resumes is February 29, 2016. EOE.
2/11/2016
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ABSOLUTE AUCTION. Fulton Auto
Auction. 405 E. Main St., Fulton, MS
38843. Open to the Public. Sells where
is, as is. Pre-register at 662-862-7374.

PRIME OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Approximately 1,400 sq. ft. available
June 1. Located off I-55 in Autumn Woods
Office Park in north Jackson. 3-4 private
offices and large storage, work or conference room, separate baths, kitchenette,
small reception area. Great space for
small business or nonprofit association or
charity. Call Monica to arrange a viewing.
601-981-3060,
or
e-mail
mgilmer@mspress.org.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free shipping.
CPAP / BIPAP SUPPLIES at little or no
cost from Allied Medical Supply Network!
Fresh supplies delivered right to your
door. Insurance may cover all costs. 1800-918-5928.
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576.
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
sends help FAST! Medical, Fire, Burglar.
Even if you can’t reach a phone. FREE
brochure. Call 1-800-365-4628
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Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
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380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
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114 E. McDowell Rd
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6075 Old Canton Rd
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Hughes introduces recruiting class,
staff, seeks funds on Signing Day

The Mississippi Link Newswire
With the thunder of a charismatic preacher, JSU’s new head football coach Tony
Hughes revved up spectators during a National Signing Day party Wednesday, Feb.
3 at the JSU Downtown Campus, 101 Capitol Street, to tout its new recruits and seek
funding.
The event, hosted by JSU Athletics and
the Tiger Fund Athletic Foundation, was
also an introduction of the coaching staff
as Hughes told the crowd to expect great
successes.
“We need alumni, administrators, former
players, booster clubs, the Tiger Fund and
Blue Bengals because the train is getting
ready to move down the tracks. So, let’s get
ready to go,” he exhorted.
Hughes said, “The current team is working out every single day at 5 a.m. with 100
percent participation.” While he vows to
work on building a championship squad, he
said the only promise he’ll make right now
is that athletes will graduate and, ultimately, shake the hand of President Carolyn W.
Meyers during commencement. “Still, we
want to build a championship program that
cultivates talent, teaches discipline, work
ethic, toughness and developmental skills.”
About the football team, Hughes said the
average size of the offensive line is 6-foot,
5-inches and 280 pounds. “We want a big
offensive line so that we can run the ball
and protect our quarterback. Our defensive
line has great length and size. … We want
a football team long in range so that you’ll
look out there and say, ‘Ohmigod, look at
those guys.’… We want to be the best-looking football team physically so that when
we step onto the field (opponents) will start
shaking immediately.”
Hughes announced that 26 student-athletes have signed national letters of intent
to play football with the Jackson State,
joining three players who signed and enrolled at JSU in January.
“Today was a good day at the office,”
said Hughes. We (as a staff) decided the
type of student-athletes we wanted to bring
into the program, and we were able to sign
some quality players. I feel we have one of
the best recruiting classes in the country.”
In his inaugural signing class, Hughes
and his staff inked 29 total players, including the three mid-year enrollees. The majority of the class hails from the Magnolia
state – Mississippi (20), Louisiana (7), Alabama (1), Illinois (1).

JSU head Coach Tony Hughes said he aims to
build a championship program that cultivates
talent, teaches discipline, work ethic, toughness and developmental skills. PHOTO BY JUSTIN HARDIMAN/JSU

“There are some great athletes in the state
of Mississippi. This is our home and there
are some players that can be developed and
have the chance to be great. These young
men will be part of the foundation to our
winning and championship tradition.”
The Tigers added a quarterback (Juwan
Adams), an athlete (Jordan Johnson), two
linebackers (Ricky Scott, Cedric Triplett),
three running backs (Deon Cole, Terry
Sullivan, Justin Blue), three defensive
secondary members (Tenoa Alex, Joshua Miller, Ryan Theyard), five offensive
linemen (William James, Darius Joseph,
Eddie Maxon, Charles Moffett, Vincent
Sampson), seven wide receivers/tight ends
(Adarius Craft, Kobe Gates, Javian Jackson, Rashun Jackson, De’Ryan Wansley,
Keenen Young, Dario Robinson) and seven defensive linemen (Charles Anderson,
Kyree Bradford, Eric Brown, Kahlil Johnson, Devon McNeil, Leroy Roddy, III, Deshawn Tillman).
Robert Cook, chair of the Jackson State
University Tiger Fund Athletic Foundation,
described Hughes as an energetic coach
whose charisma inspires people.
“When you hear coach Hughes speak
there’s no doubt he believes in the message
he is delivering. If he buys in, then it’s eas-

ier to inspire others,” Cook said. “Hughes
has a lot of commitment. … This is a coach
who has demonstrated that he wanted to be
the head coach at Jackson State University.
We are very fortunate to have him as part of
our family.”
Cook said the 18-month fundraising
initiative aims to raise at least $2 million;
however, it will be an ongoing campaign.
“We are challenging people to not make
this a one-time event. The needs of our
students will continue. As we attempt to
be relevant on the national scene, we want
to make sure we are situated in such a way
that our kids cannot only be successful for
one year but, instead, make sure the program is successful every year. For championships to come to Jackson, we must have
a continuous funding stream. We need the
support of fans, alumni, donors, corporate
partners and people of goodwill. A gift to
this campaign and to our university is an
investment in our young people.”
Cook said he’s encouraged about the future of the athletic program and has always
been an ardent supporter of the university.
“In 1974, JSU was here when others had
given up on Robert Cook. I didn’t have the
opportunity to attend other schools because
things were different at that time. JSU is
a bridge that I traveled on. And I want to
make sure it’s stronger and more secure for
generations to come.”
With the proper resources, Cook expects
a great return on investment. “We will give
young people the best opportunities they
need to step onto the stage of the world
marketplace to secure a living, job, financial security and prosperity for themselves
and their families.”
The Tiger Fund is a JSU athletic foundation established in 2005. Its sole purpose is
to generate revenue so that student athletes
in all sports will have the resources they
need – facilities, equipment, professional
staff and academic support to be successful in all phases of their college experience.
Cook said when football does well in generating revenue, all other divisions of the
athletic department benefit.
Meanwhile, coach Hughes said pride and
tradition brought him to JSU. He said he
welcomes the strong support he’s received
from Cook and the Tiger Fund.
“The football team will play with reckless abandon, great effort, intensity and
spirit. Get ready; here we come,” Hughes
said.
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JSU signees
HIGH SCHOOL
SIGNEES (26)
Juwan Adams
QB
6-3
210
Summit, MS
North Pike HS
Tenoa Alex
CB
5-11
172
Zachary, LA
Southern Lab HS
Charles Anderson
DL-DT
6-3
275
Hattiesburg, MS
Hattiesburg HS
Kyree Bradford
DE-TE
6-7
226
Tupelo, MS
Tupelo HS
Eric Brown
DE
6-4
245
Jackson, MS
Murrah HS
Deon Cole
RB
5-11
205
Gulfport MS
Gulfport HS
Adarius Craft
WR-TE
6-3
215
Gulfport, MS
Gulfport HS
Kobe Gates
WR
6-4
215
Walnut Grove, MS
Leake Co. HS
Javian Jackson
WR
6-0
180
Tylertown, MS
North Pike HS
Rashun Jackson
WR
6-6
178

Pickens, MS
Velma Jackson HS
William James
OL
6-4
300
Columbus, MS
Columbus HS
Jordan Johnson
ATH
6-0
190
Byram, MS
Terry HS
Kahlil Johnson
DE
6-5
240
Jackson, MS
Provine HS
Darius Joseph
OL
6-3
285
Harvey, LA
St. Augustine HS
Eddie Maxon
OL
6-4
290
Batesville, MS
South Panola HS
Devon McNeil
DE
6-4
218
Jackson, MS
Provine HS
Joshua Miller
DB
5-10
175
Kokomo, MS
West Marion HS
Charles Moffett
OL
6-8
278
Gulfport, MS
Harrison Central HS
Leroy Roddy, III
DT
6-1
325
Zachery, LA
Northeast HS
Vincent Sampson
OL
6-3

290
Cloutierville, LA
Menard HS
Ricky Scott, Jr.
LB
5-10
230
Montgomery, AL
Park Crossing HS
Terry Sullivan
RB
6-1
225
Zachary, LA
Zachary HS
Ryan Theyard
CB
6-2
172
New Orleans, LA
Lusher HS
Cedric Triplett
LB
6-2
225
Baton Rouge, LA
Madison Prep
De’Ryan Wansley
WR
6-4
210
Decatur, MS
Newton Co. HS
Keenen Young
WR-SS
6-1
205
Belleville, IL
Althoff Catholic
MIDYEAR JUCO
SIGNEES (3)
Justin Blue  
RB
5-8
194
Brookhaven, MS
SW Miss. CC
Dario Robinson
WR
5-10
185
Amory, MS
East Miss. CC
Deshawn Tillman
DL
6-4
240
Bruce, MS
East Miss. CC

Tougaloo College Bulldogs signs a Tiger

By Diamond Williams
The Mississippi Link Intern

Jim Hill High School baseball senior, Isaiah Rush, signed with Tougaloo College Feb 5., to continue his
baseball career.
“I didn’t consider any other schools.
Tougaloo was my first choice,” said
Rush before confidently signing on as
a Bulldog.
Rush has a pitching career ERA of
5.61 with a winning percentage of .500
and a batting average of .374 with over
55 hits and 23 RBIs.
He also plans to excel academically

at Tougaloo College, majoring in biology with aspiration to become a doctor. “Academically I want to make my
parents proud. My grandmother passed
away from cancer, and I promised her I
would work towards becoming a doctor to find a cure.”
He was accompanied by his parents,
Timothy and Linda Rush, and brother
Timothy Rush Jr.
His father confirms his excitement
for their son’s choice. “I am excited
that Tougaloo was his first choice. I
just want him to have a good collegiate
experience and become a great student

athlete,” said Rush Sr.
Focusing on his instant love for
Tougaloo College, Rush said, “With a
HBCU, you feel loved. That’s the first
thing I felt when I entered the campus.”
The Jim Hill senior will join Tougaloo for the 2016-2017 season. With
plans to a bring positive athletic attitude, Rush is looking forward to the
upcoming season. “I’m blessed and
humbled to be at Tougaloo College.
Playing in inner city, a lot of talent goes
to waste. They don’t see what we have
to offer at JPS. It’s good to finally be a
cornerstone.”

Jim Hill’s Isaiah Rush holds up his first Tougaloo College baseball jersey. He is standing
with his brother Timothy Rush (from left), mother Linda Rush, father Timothy Rush Sr., and
Earl Sanders, head baseball coach.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Obama admin says it won’t use
Ebola funding to combat Zika
By Matthew Daly
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – The
Obama administration on
Tuesday rejected a Republican suggestion to use money
Congress provided to fight
the Ebola virus to combat the
Zika virus and mosquitoes that
spread it.
President Barack Obama
is asking Congress for more
than $1.8 billion in emergency funding to respond to the
Zika virus. There has been no
transmission of the virus by
mosquitoes within the U.S.,
but at least 50 travelers have
returned home with the infection. At least 16 cases have
been confirmed in Florida.
Republican Sen. Roy Blunt
of Missouri, who heads an appropriations subcommittee on
health, said the administration
has money left over that was
allocated to fight Ebola and
other infectious diseases.
“So there’s no immediate
shortage of money for the administration to do what they
think needs to be done,” Blunt
told reporters Tuesday. Congress also has increased funding for the National Institutes
of Health, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
and other federal agencies,
Blunt said.
But Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia Burwell
said she and other administration officials “believe we need
to finish the job in terms of
Ebola” and focus separately on
Zika.
“We want to do both of
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Gun, drug, car deaths
loom large in U.S.
longevity gap: study
By Lindsey Tanner
AP Medical Writer

Tom Frieden, director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, joined at right by Secretary of
Health and Human Services Sylvia Mathews Burwell, and at left by Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of The
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, speaks to reporters as they leave a closed-door
briefing for senators on the Zika virus, at the Capitol in Washington, Feb. 9. AP PHOTO/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE
them and we are going to do
both,” Burwell said after she
and other top officials briefed
congressional leaders late
Tuesday on efforts to combat
Zika. Blunt and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., were among lawmakers
who attended the closed-door
briefing.
Burwell, who was set to testify before Congress this week
on the administration’s funding request, called the briefing “a great opportunity to talk
about the (Zika) disease and
... the facts about what we do
know and don’t know about
the disease.”

While experts don’t expect
large outbreaks in the continental U.S., the emergency
funding would help officials
prepare for any local transmission as spring and summer approach. The administration is
seeking the Zika money separately from the regular budget
for the next fiscal year that
Obama submitted to Congress
on Tuesday.
“The urgency is learning
what we can to do to fight it,”
Burwell said, adding that the
disease had already shown up
in Puerto Rico. “We need to
put those things in place now.”
Most of the money would go

to improving laboratory testing capacity, education and
establishing rapid response
teams. About $250 million of
assistance would be directed
specifically to Puerto Rico
through extra Medicaid funding for health services, and
$200 million would go toward
research and commercialization of new vaccines and diagnostic tests.
About $335 million would
go to the U.S. Agency for International Development to
help affected countries train
health workers and help pregnant women gain access to
mosquito repellant.

CHICAGO – Guns, drugs and
cars contribute substantially to
the life-expectancy gap between
the United States and other developed nations, a study found.
Deaths from old-age ailments
sometimes get more attention in
longevity research, but deaths
from these three causes tend to
happen at younger ages, contributing to many decades of
life lost, the researchers said.
Data from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention show injuries including
violence, car crashes and drug
poisonings and overdoses are
the leading cause of deaths for
Americans up to the age of 44.
U.S. death rates from these
three injury categories exceed
those in 12 other developed
countries included in the study:
Austria, Denmark, Finland,
Germany, Italy, Japan, the
Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden and the United
Kingdom, the researchers said.
Among men, life expectancy
in 2012 in those countries was
78.6 years versus 76.4 in the
United States. Injury-related
deaths accounted for almost
half of that difference, the study
found.
Among women, life expectancy was similarly higher 83.4 years versus 81.2 years in
the United States. Injury-related
deaths accounted for less of the
difference - about 20 percent.
Gun deaths were a major
factor among men: The U.S.
rate was 18.4 such deaths per

100,000 men, versus 1 per
100,000 in the comparison
countries.
Among women, drug-related
deaths explained most of the injury-related difference: the U.S.
rate was 10 per 100,000 women
versus fewer than 2 per 100,000
among women in comparison
countries.
The researchers’ estimates
are based on an analysis of 2012
data from the U.S. government
and the World Health Organization. The government study was
published Tuesday in the Journal of the American Medical
Association.
“If we brought mortality from
car crashes, firearm injuries and
drug poisonings down to levels
that we see in these other countries, we’d gain about a year
of life expectancy,” said lead
author Andrew Fenelon, a sociologist with the CDC’s National
Center for Health Statistics.
The injury data include accidental and intentional deaths
and suicides, and deaths from
prescription medications and illicit drugs.
The study bolsters the argument that improving U.S.
life expectancy will require
addressing premature deaths
among younger ages, said Jessica Ho, a Duke University sociologist who has done similar
research.
Strengthening U.S. gun laws,
making safer cars and addressing the root causes of drug use,
including income inequality, are
among policies that might help,
she said.

Refugee mental health needs could overwhelm, experts fear
By Philip Marcelo
Associated Press
BOSTON – For the thousands of Syrian refugees expected to arrive in the U.S. in
coming months, the first order
of business will be securing the
basics – health care, jobs, education and a safe home.
But what organizations helping resettle them might not be
prepared for, and what refugees
themselves might be in denial
about, is the need to treat the
mental scars of war, experts
said.
Iham Al Horani, a 32-yearold refugee living in Worcester,
Mass., said he has had little time
to think about his mental health
in between months of job hunting and shuttling his mother, re-

covering from sniper gunfire, to
doctor’s appointments.
“It was difficult, what we
came from,” Al Horani said
through a translator. “The living
conditions in the refugee camp
were bad. But at least we’re all
here.”
Organizations that work with
refugees said it’s too early to assess the full scope of arrivals’
mental health needs. But experts say it’s important to keep
tabs on the emotional state of
new arrivals, since symptoms
may not appear until months
or years later – well after most
resettlement support services
have ended.
The U.S. has taken about
2,500 Syrian refugees since the
conflict there began in 2011,

including about 100 in Massachusetts. The Obama administration expects to take in at least
10,000 in the federal fiscal year
that began in October. Experts
estimate 10 to 20 percent of incoming Syrians will have warrelated psychological problems
warranting treatment.
“They’re in the honeymoon
phase,” said Richard Mollica, a
psychiatry professor at Harvard
Medical School who has spent
decades working with torture
and genocide victims. “In the
first year, they’re so happy to be
out of that situation. They feel
something wonderful is going
to happen in America.
“It’s only about two years
later or so when there’s a mental health crisis,” he said. “It’s

at that point that reality hits and
they really need a lot of mental
health care.”
Ahmad Alkhalaf, a 9-year-old
who arrived in the Boston area
over the summer for medical
treatment, said he used to have
restless nights when he would
relive his mother’s screams
from the night a bomb killed
three of his siblings and left him
without arms. But those sounds,
he said, have largely faded.
At the Arab Community Center for Economic and Social
Services, a Detroit-area nonprofit, public health manager
Madiha Tariq said she hopes the
government will hurry to get
refugees out of squalid, dangerous refugee camps and to the
U.S.

In this Dec. 18, 2015, photo
Syrian refugee Ahmad
Alkhalaf, 9, smiles as he
talks with his father and
sponsors at a mosque in
Sharon, Mass. Ahmad, who
arrived in the Boston area
this past summer for medical treatment, said he used
to have restless nights when
he would relive his mother’s
screams from the night a
bomb killed three of his siblings and left him without
arms. But those sounds, he
said, have largely faded. AP
PHOTO/STEPHAN SAVOIA

Nobel medicine prize panel
official resigns over inquiry
The Associated Press
HELSINKI – The secretarygeneral of the Swedish panel
that awards the Nobel medicine prize has resigned because of an investigation into
disputed stem-cell scientist
Paolo Macchiarini.
Ann-Mari Dumanski, a
spokeswoman of the Nobel
Assembly at Karolinska University, confirmed Monday
that Urban Lendahl’s Saturday
resignation took effect immediately, but gave no details.
The Nobel panel said on its
website that the professor resigned “out of respect for the
integrity of the Nobel Prize
work,” and because he might
become involved in the investigation.
Lendahl was one of several

professors at Karolinska who
in 2010 recommended hiring
Macchiarini, whose work with
stem cells was viewed as revolutionary. Macchiarini was
part of a team that conducted
the first transplant using a
windpipe partly made from
a patient’s own stem cells in
2008, in Barcelona.
Lendahl’s resignation – as
secretary-general of the assembly and from the Nobel
Committee – follows last
week’s decision by the university to investigate Macchiarini
after a Swedish documentary
last month raised ethical concerns about several operations
performed by him, which
Karolinska described as “truly
alarming.” A Vanity Fair article last month also suggested
Macchiarini had falsified his

CV.
The university announced
it would commission a lawyer to lead a team to investigate issues, including whether
Macchiarini broke any laws or
standard scientific protocols,
and said it was not renewing
his contract beyond Nov. 30,
expecting him to use the remaining time to dismantle his
research group.
Last year, Macchiarini was
cleared of misconduct charges
related to his creation of windpipes made from patients’
stem cells.
The Nobel Assembly has 50
voting members composed of
professors in medical subjects
at Karolinska. Its working
body is the Nobel Committee,
elected from among its members for a three-year term.
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BOOK REVIEW:
“THE STREET GOD:
I CHRISTIAN
WON WITHOUT
TELLING”
HAYWARD

www.mississippilink.com

BY

THE STREET GOD ENTERTAINMENT
PAPERBACK, $29.99 • 268 PAGES

By Kam Williams
Special to The Mississippi Link
“This is a story about a small
boy who started out as an innocent child raised by his grandmother in one of Cleveland’s
worst neighborhoods (East
93rd). As you read the uncut,
unedited comeback story, it will
help you understand how easily environmental and life experiences can shape and mold
a harmless, impoverished child
into a violent outlaw without any
regard for authority or mercy for
a human being.”
–Excerpted from the Bookjacket.
Don’t let Christian Hayward’s
given name deceive you. He’s

no altar boy. In fact, he freely
admits that he’s “robbed and
done everything violent under
the sun.”
The Cleveland ex-con’s saving grace is a brutal honesty
about his checkered past combined with a wonderful way with
words. The upshot is a wartsand-all autobiography oozing so
much street cred that you never
question its veracity for a second.
Quite the contrary. Instead,
you tend to wince while reading
and think “Too much information.” For instance, he recounts
the evening in his teens he picked
up Ms. B. at a school dance and
started to seduce her in his aunt’s

car only to change his mind. I’ll
spare you the graphic details.
Later, he describes Poo, his
first cellmate in Lorain Correctional, as “an older cat” with
“light skin with big lips.” Christian was 18 then, as was a fellow inmate Rick, “a stick-up kid
from my side of town.”
The colorful memoir is written in a stream-of-consciousness
style that sounds spoken and
almost jumps off the page. The
only problem is that there are
virtually no role models or lessons of redeeming value in this
rough world, whether the author’s talking about life behind
bars or back on the street.
Consider this riveting account

of a confrontation in jail. “That
night... one of Crusher’s boys
spit on the cell floor and I beat
him like a woman and he was at
least 6’ tall. He went out like a
coward. He even stopped fighting back. I didn’t sleep the rest
of the night nor the next morning.”
After finishing this fascinating
bio, I can certainly concur with
Christian’s conclusion that “My
life was amazing, and I didn’t
know if it was because I did
time.”
To order a copy of The
Street God, visit: http://
w w w. a m a z o n . c o m / e x e c /
obidos/ASIN/099649670X/
ref%3dnosim/thslfofire-20

Marlon Wayans spoofs romance genre in
shocking parody of salacious S&M adventure
By Kam Williams
Special to The Mississippi Link
Ever since Scary Movie (2000),
Marlon Wayans has carved out
quite a career for himself writing
and starring in a string of silly
spoofs that includes Scary Movie
2 (2001), Dance Flick (2009),
A Haunted House (2013), and A
Haunted House 2 (2014). The latest offering in his cottage industry
of genre-bending parodies is Fifty
Shades of Black, a jaw-dropping
lampoon of the already outrageous Fifty Shades of Grey.
Released just a year ago, Fifty
Shades of Grey was based on the
best-selling erotic novel by E.L.
James. That explicit adventure
chronicled the sadomasochistic
sexploits shared by a handsome
billionaire and an impressionable,
young college student .
This relatively-kinky variation
on the theme remains fairly faithful to the source material’s basic
plotline, so it helps immeasurably
if you’ve seen the original. The
major difference, however, is that
the two leads are African-American, and much of the humor revolves around graphic nudity and
stale racial stereotypes.
At the point of departure,
we’re introduced to Hannah (Kali
Hawk), a literature major at mythical Howell University. Since
her promiscuous, foul-mouthed
roommate, Kateesha (Jenny Zigrino), has a crippling case of
chlamydia, Hannah finds herself
recruited as a stand-in to interview filthy-rich Christian Black
(Wayans).
She asks “How did you get your
money and can I have some?” His
answer: “Drug dealing, like most
successful blacks.” And “Is you
gay?” is met with “You’re only
gay if you enjoy touching penises.”
After that dubious exchange,

Christian tricks the naive virgin
into unprotected intercourse despite the fact that she’s ovulating.
That disturbing date rape scene is
a little hard to laugh at, especially
in light of the recent Bill Cosby
revelations.
Furthermore, when Hannah
ends up pregnant, she takes him
home to meet her misogynistic
step-father, Ron (Mike Epps). Instead of protecting his daughter’s
honor, he sides with Christian’s
refusal to marry her, saying “I like
this N-word,” before denigrating
Hannah’s mother as a slut.
In other skits, Christian waterboards Hannah (while shouting
“Where’s bin Laden?”), delivers
an insulting commencement address at Howell (“Thank God,
I’m not you!”) and tosses his
poop-filled underwear in the face
of a screaming fan during a gross
homage to Magic Mike.

Kali Hawk, Marlon Wayans (center) and Mike Epps star in “Fifty
Shades of Black.”
Still, the movie’s most tasteless
moments arrive on those occasions when Christian gratuitously
exposes his genitalia.
A descent into depravity far
more shocking than funny that’s
morally-objectionable in part for
all.
Rated R for crude sexuality, graphic nudity, ethnic slurs,
coarse humor, rape and pervasive
profanity.

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Judy Garland

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Dual
4. Boiled
10. Rend
11. Expand
12. Shoshonean
13. Flyers
14. Penman
16. Open forcefully
17. Pillow covering
18. Scale note
20. Lead (abbr.)
22. Interbreeding population within
a species
26. Resort hotel
29. Scan pattern used by tv’s
31. National capital
33. Card game
34. Earn interest
35. Lemon
36. Lagging
37. Compass point

DOWN
1. Tie
2. Wizard
3. Musical production
4. Jab
5. Looter
6. Make a mistake
7. Weakling
8. Always
9. Refuse to believe
15. Pixy
19. Advertisements
21. Strength
23. Music used as practice
24. Meal listings
25. Wear away
26. Dab
27. Bpm
28. Bridge support
30. Reverent
32. __ Lanka

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 15)
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Will Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
ever induct Kool & The Gang?
Band founders react at recent sold-out Maryland Casino performance

By Timothy Cox
Trice Edney Wire
More than 4,000 hardcore R&B fans
filled the RamsHead Theater at the Maryland Live Casino in suburban Baltimore
recently to witness the legendary sounds of
Kool & The Gang.
With more than 80-million records sold
world-wide, one would casually assume that
this successful band that spans six decades
would have already been thrust into rock
royalty – as members of the illustrious Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Ohio.
But, that’s not to be. And, during a postconcert interview with bassist/bandleader
Robert Earl “Kool” Bell, he confirmed that
the 52-year-old band has yet to achieve
Rock HOF status. He also seemed a bit disappointed and even shocked as to why his
group has yet to achieve such an honor.
The group’s original drummer, “Funky”
George Brown, who also helped found the
group in 1964 in their hometown of Jersey
City, N.J., seems equally unclear and desponded as to why the band has yet to be so
honored within Rock HOF ranks.
Last October, the band was honored with
its very first Hollywood Walk of Fame Star
– an achievement that “Kool” Bell says is a
very welcomed and ironic honor. “Afterall,
we wrote a song called “Hollywood Swingin’ – so, it’s sort of appropriate that we
would achieve this honor,” he said. In 2015,
the group was also honored with a Soul
Train Legend Award, while being inducted
into the New Jersey Hall of Fame.
Along with his brother and tenor saxman,
Ronald “Kahalis” Bell, a young “Kool” Bell,
along with their parents, Bobby and Mabel
Bell, moved from their original hometown
of Youngstown, Ohio, to Jersey City, N.J. “I
was 10 when we moved from Ohio,” Kool
confirmed after the Maryland show, while
reflecting on a popular inner-city, amusement attraction known as Idora Park, during
his “Y-town” childhood. In the early 1960s,
the James Brown Revue would perform at
the Idora Park Ballroom. Incidentally, as native Ohioans, the Bell brothers are part of an
esteemed Ohio RnB fraternity of which several funk bands, musicians and singers have
hailed from the Buckeye State – ultimately
to become internationally-renown performers – some who are even HOF inductees at
the Ohio-based Rock museum.

Robert “Kool” Bell and “DT” Thomas embrace fans immediately following their 90-minute performance at RamsHead Casino Theater. PHOTO BY TIMOTHY COX
Such groups include The Ohio Players,
The Isley Brothers, The O’Jays, Lakeside,
Zapp and Roger Troutman, Bootsy Collins,
Phelps “Catfish” Collins, Howard Hewitt
(Shalamar), Bobby Womack, the Ingram
brothers, James (Quincy Jones) and Philip
(DeBarge); Ruby and the Romantics, Phillipe’ “Soul” Wynne (Spinners), MidnightStar, Heatwave, Faze-O, Dayton, and New
Horizons featuring the Thomas brothers.
During their 90-minute Casino performance on Jan. 17, the Kool Gang provided
a non-stop, 18-song set-list that featured a
diverse selection of the plethora of hits that
have made them extra Hall of Fame-worthy.
Especially significant was “Ladies Night,”
“Celebration,” “Reggae Dancin,” “Jungle
Boogie,” and the syncopated funk-retro
tune from their early years, “N.T.” Fortunately, the show was booked exactly oneweek ahead of Jonas: Blizzard of 2016.
In accessing the Rock HOF’s website, the
following verbiage acknowledges just how
its nominating committee justifies how performers can be inducted into the prestigious
hall:
To be eligible for induction as an artist (as
a performer, composer, or musician) into
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, the artist
must have released a record, in the gener-

ally accepted sense of that phrase, at least
25 years prior to the year of induction; and
have demonstrated unquestionable musical
excellence. We shall consider factors such
as an artist’s musical influence on other artists, length and depth of career and the body
of work, innovation and superiority in style
and technique, but musical excellence shall
be the essential qualification of induction.
Based on the preceding premise, one
would quickly assume that Kool & The
Gang easily fits the bill and warrants becoming Rock HOF inductees, considering
their existence for six decades – and how
much they have influenced several generations of pop, soul, funk and jazz musicians.
Cecil Willingham, a long-time road manager for the band, noted that the group is
“the most sampled band in RnB history” –
topping even the Godfather of Soul, James
Brown, he said. Willingham also said the
group is currently “in talks” with HOF authorities, and that an induction could possibly occur within the upcoming year.
In an online video from 2013, group
members visited the HOF facility and following the tour, “Kool” Bell called the experience “beautiful” – adding that “we got
to get up in here. They’ve got to show us
some love.”
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LL Cool J learns
family secret in
‘finding your roots
By Lynn Elber
AP Television Writer
LOS ANGELES – LL Cool
J’s childhood was scarred by
his parents’ separation and
violence, with his maternal
grandparents stepping in to
give him a loving home and
appreciation of music.
But the couple kept a secret
from both LL Cool J and his
mother: She was adopted, as
the hip-hop artist and actor
learns in PBS’ “Finding Your
Roots.”
Series host Henry Louis
Gates Jr. guides him down a
winding DNA trail that uncovers his mother’s adoption as
a baby in 1947, her birth parents’ identity and a family history that includes 1930s champion boxer John Henry Lewis.
And more: There’s an unusual African-American record of 19th-century freedom
from slavery on one side of
LL Cool J’s family tree, Gates
notes.
The episode, which also
traces Sean “Diddy” Combs’
ancestry, airs Tuesday on PBS
stations, the day after LL Cool
J hosts the Grammy Awards on
CBS.
“This doesn’t change how
I feel about the people that
raised me,” LL Cool J, the
“NCIS: Los Angeles” star
born James Todd Smith, says
of his adoptive grandparents.
“I have more love and respect
for them than I ever did.”
Eugene Griffith and Ellen
Hightower took LL Cool J and
his mom, Ondrea Griffith, into
their home after she and his
father split. His grandparents
“embraced me, they built me
up. They made me believe in
myself,” he recounts on the
program.

LL Cool J PHOTO COURTESY OF
EURWEB.COM

Eugene was a jazz musician,
he recalls, and gifted him with
a guitar when the future Grammy winner was 8 years old.
LL Cool J’s mother, who
appears on the show, said she
understands that the couple
“had their reasons” for not revealing they’d adopted her as
an infant.
Gates said it was decided it
wouldn’t be right to surprise
LL Cool J on camera with the
DNA evidence, instead informing him first in a private
phone conversation.
The unraveling of LL Cool
J’s hidden family history also
uncovered a rough parallel to
the violence he witnessed as
a child, when his grandfather
and mother were wounded in a
shooting involving his father.
In 1882, his maternal greatgrandfather witnessed an accidental shooting that claimed
the life of his mother.
Lynn Elber is a national
television columnist for The
Associated Press. Her work
can be found at http://bigstory.
ap.org/content/lynn-elber and
she can be reached at lelber@
ap.org and on Twitter at http://
twitter.com/lynnelber
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piggly wiggly
February 10 - 16, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

USDA CHOICE

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

FRESH WHOLE

T-BONE
STEAKS
$ 99

FRESH 18 PIECE

BONELESS
PORK LOIN
$ 79

7

VARIETY PACK
CHICKEN
$ 49

1

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

SAVE ON

FRESH

PORK
RIBLETS

PER LB.

SAVE ON

BONELESS CUT
TURKEY
PORK CHOPS NECKS OR WINGS

11

2

10 LB. BOX

89

PER LB.

99

¢

BUTTERBALL

USDA CHOICE BEEF

BONELESS
TENDERS

GROUND
TURKEY

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

$ 49

$ 69

$ 59

PIGGLY WIGGLY

CANOLA OR VEGETABLE

SELECT

2

2

PER LB.

4

1 LB. PKG.

PER LB.

CRISCO OIL

CANNED
VEGETABLES

2

48 OZ.

$ 49

/1

14.5 - 15.5 OZ.

2 $

PIGGLY WIGGLY
FRIES

1

2 LB. BAG

$ 49

FRESH PRODUCE

RED OR GOLDEN DELICIOUS

79
FRESH EXPRESS

3

$ 29

GRANDS JR.
5$
BISCUITS
.....................................
12 OZ. .

/5

PILLSBURY

CRESCENT &
5$
CINNAMON
ROLLS
....................................

/5
BAR CHEESE $299
ORANGE JUICE 2/$5
GARLIC LOAF 4/$5
4 - 5 CT.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

16 OZ. .....................................
FLORIDA GOLD

2 LB.

RIPE

CROWNS

$ 49

$ 29

$ 00

1

PILLSBURY

BUTTER PEAS &
$ 29
BABY
LIMA
BEANS
........................................

SALADS

PER LB.

1

SELECT FRESH FROZEN

AVOCADOS

GREEN & CRISP, PREMIUM ROMAINE, 9 - 11 OZ.

45 OZ.

16 OZ. ......................................

4 LB. BAG

FRESH BROCCOLI

SPREAD
$ 79
MARGARINE
......................................

COLE'S

ORANGES

¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY

59 OZ. ......................................

FLORIDA BAGGED

APPLES
PER LB.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

$ 29

FRESH FRYER

1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

$

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

1
EACH

PIGGLY WIGGLY

POTATOES

STEAK FRIES, CRINKLE CUT,
STRAIGHT FRENCH, 2 LB. .................
GORTON'S

FISH

STICKS, PORTIONS, FILETS, 18 - 24.5 OZ.

3
$ 49
1
$ 99
4

