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Lumumba: “Jackson is pregnant with possibilities”

Mayoral candidate
responds to fake websites

found themselves earlier this
week involved with fake websites
or what is being billed as ‘cyber
deception.’
The deception
When visitors clicked on the
web addresses www.johnhorhnformayor.com and www.robertgrahamformayor.com in hopes of

By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

The 2017 Jackson mayoral
election season is officially underway and the campaign trickery has begun. Some candidates

viewing information relative to the
mayoral campaigns of State Senator John Horhn or Hinds County
Supervisor Robert Graham, they
were automatically routed to the
campaign website for Attorney
Choke Antar Lumumba, who is
also seeking the city’s top job.
Both domains are registered

with the popular website designer GoDaddy.com and were purchased anonymously.
The action
Lumumba quickly separated
himself from the deception. In a
telephone interview, he said, “I
am a man of principle and believe
that our campaign and the work

that we are doing is strong enough
to stand on its on merit and we
would never stoop to this level.”
Lumumba’s team shortly after
the telephone interview released
a statement on Facebook that said

Lumumba

Continued on page 3

JSU’s Interim President Rod Paige
delivers solid message at forum
‘JSU must improve its image’

JSU Interim President Rod Paige speaks to guests at coffee forum, Dec. 2. PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

With a standing room only
crowd at Koinonia Coffeehouse
in Jackson last Friday, Jackson
State University’s interim president and former U.S. Secretary
of Education under President
George W. Bush, Rod Paige,
took to the mic to explain his
vision for JSU, even though its

[his vision] only temporary.
Paige shared his belief that
JSU must get beyond the financial controversy it finds itself in and position itself to attract a top quality leader. “We
must improve the image of our
university and I believe that
we can do that, Paige told the
crowd. “We must put this financial issue to bed, that’s the only

way we will get a good leader
and good faculty members…
we must fix our image.”
Paige began his tenure as
president of JSU in November,
after the resignation of Carolyn
Meyers in late October amid
alleged unauthorized spending
and other budgetary concerns.
At the time of her resignation,
it was revealed that JSU’s cash

reserves had plummeted by 89
percent in the last five years,
landing at $4.2 million for the
2016 fiscal year that ended in
the fall.
Meyers’ time at JSU has been
riddled with compliments and
complaints. To the criticism
end, Meyers had been questioned heavily about the number of people who resigned or

was terminated under her leadership and the large number
of lawsuits leveled against the
university, particularly those
that included Vivian Fuller, a
close friend of hers and former
athletic director.
To the accolades during Meyers time at JSU, the university

JSU

Continued on page 3

Lumumba

Gray’s exit
from JPS cost
taxpayers
$195K
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

Based on district records,
Jackson Public Schools paid
former Superintendent Cedrick
Gray $195,000 at the time he
resigned. An itemized list of accounts payable claims provided
by the district showed Gray
was paid $195,000 between
Oct. 22 and Nov. 4. The school
board approved the document
at its Nov. 15 meeting.
The Mississippi
Link received a
copy of Gray’s
last contract. It
was
effective
July 1, 2015 and
was set to expire Gray
June 30, 2019. In this contract,
Gray earned $205,000 per year
with the option of an annual
increase of $5,000 based on
meeting basic requirements set
forth by the board. Additional
perks of the contract: Gray
was reimbursed up to $1,500
monthly for travel and the district covered his professional
membership with educational
organizations up to $10,000
with the American Association
of School Administrators and
the Mississippi Association of
School Administrators.
Under Gray’s leadership the
Jackson Public Schools District received an “F” grade and
was placed on probation after
an audit conducted by the state
found JPS in violation of sev-

Gray

Continued on page 3

Prosecutor: Killer at black church had cold, hateful heart
By Bruce Smith and Jeffrey Collins
Associated Press

Inside

CHARLESTON, S.C. –
Dylann Roof had a “cold and
hateful heart” when he pulled a
pistol from his fanny pack during a Bible study last year and
killed nine black church members as they closed their eyes
for a final prayer, a prosecutor
said Wednesday.
As the 22-year-old white
man’s death penalty trial began, his lawyer conceded that
Roof committed the slayings.
But the defense suggested that
he should be spared the death
penalty.
Prosecutors said Roof sat in
the church basement for about
a half-hour with 12 parishioners of the Emmanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church
before opening fire in an attempt to start a race war. One

Roof

Emmanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church

othe victims, the Rev. Clementa Pinckney, who was also
a state senator at the time, had
handed Roof a Bible to study
during their session.
“He pulled the trigger on that
Glock .45 more than 70 times

that night. More than 60 times
he hit parishioners,” Assistant
U.S. Attorney Jay Richardson
told jurors during his opening
statement.
“He seemed to them to be
harmless. Little did they know

what a cold and hateful heart he
had,” Richardson said.
Roof faces 33 federal counts,
including hate crimes, in the
June 17, 2015 slayings. After
the racially mixed jury determines Roof’s guilt, the federal
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trial will move to the penalty
phase, where Roof plans to act
as his own lawyer to apparently
fight for his life.
Three people survived the
shooting, including Polly Sheppard. As Roof approached her,
he said “he would leave her
alive to tell his story,” Richardson said.
Jurors will hear Roof’s confession and a manifesto in
which he urged a race war,
the prosecutor said. He hurled
racial insults during the massacre, telling the parishioners
he was killing them because he
wanted a war between whites
and blacks because blacks were
raping white women and taking
over the country.
Roof’s “racism, his violence,
his assault on a house of worship won’t prevail in this courtroom,” the prosecutor said.

Roof, wearing a gray striped
prison jumpsuit, stared down
at the table in front of him.
Defense attorney David Bruck
said the facts of the case are
largely undisputed and that he
would likely ask few questions
of the government witnesses.
He may not call any witnesses
of his own.
The defense has said repeatedly in both federal court and
state court – where Roof faces
another death penalty trial next
year – that Roof is willing to
plead guilty if capital punishment is taken off the table.
Prosecutors have refused.
Bruck urged jurors to pay attention to the little things and
use their common sense to try
and figure out what made Roof

Killer
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Congressman Bennie Thompson to
participate in Bolton Christmas parade
BOLTON, MS – Congressman Bennie G. Thompson (MS-02) will participate in
the Town of Bolton Christmas parade, themed “Christmas Around the World.”
WHO: Congressman Bennie G. Thompson
WHAT: Town of Bolton Christmas Parade
WHEN: 10:00 a.m., Saturday, December 10, 2016

Santa Day at Mississippi State Hospital, Dec. 21
Santa Day, one of the most exciting events of
the year at Mississippi State Hospital, arrives
Wednesday, Dec. 21. The activities begin at
Building 71 at 9 a.m.
Santa Day was started by James “Jimmy”
Stubbs, who was MSH director from 197588.

WHERE: Downtown Bolton

On Santa Day, volunteers, elected officials
and MSH employees dressed as Santa Claus
visit each and every patient and resident
building on the campus to personally deliver
holiday gifts.

Who: New Jerusalem Church

Each MSH patient and Jaquith Nursing Home
residents receive a gift bag with personal

What: Annual Christmas Production – “He Has Come”
When: Sunday, December 18, 2016; 7 p.m.
Where: New Jerusalem Church
Dr. Dwayne K. Pickett Sr., pastor
5708 Old Canton Road
Jackson, MS 39211
Admission: Free
Event Description:
New Jerusalem Church is excited
to present their annual Christmas
production. This year’s event is titled,
He Has Come! Come and share the
majesty of the ‘greatest story ever
told.’ Witness this dynamic cast of
actors, singers, dancers and musicians
present a brilliant display and sight
and sound. “He Has Come” will be an
astounding musical and visual display,
depicting the story of the birth of Christ.
The energetic dance scenes, dramatic
imagery and phenomenal singing will
have you uplifted, on your feet, singing
and clapping. For one day only, and one performance, doors open at 6 p.m.
and the event begins at 7 p.m. This will certainly be an event for the entire
family. You don’t want to miss it.
For more information, please contact Min. Chandra Wise at 601-206-5844.

www.mississippilink.com

care items, fruit and clothing.
This year, more than 1,800 volunteers visited
the campus in November and December and
provided approximately 90 Christmas parties
for the 784 patients and residents served at
MSH. Some groups do caroling on campus,
and others bring donations that are used as
gifts. Santa Day is the culmination of all of
those holiday activities.
MSH, a program of the Mississippi
Department of Mental Health, was founded
in 1855 and helps the individuals it serves
achieve mental wellness by encouraging
hope, promoting safety and supporting
recovery. The hospital is accredited by the
Joint Commission.
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Gray
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received a number of praises for
the reports of record enrollment
and the school being named an
Apple Distinguished School
for 2013-15. Meyers was also
named the Historic Black Colleges and Universities Digest’s
Female President of the Year in
2014.
Paige said he planned to introduce new policies and ensure
that policies that are currently
on the books are followed.
“Since I’ve been here, one of
the biggest problems that I’ve
found so far is that there are
people that are not following
policy and we want to change
that,” he shared.
Paige suggested that the financial hiccup JSU is experiencing isn’t fatal. “We can get
past this if we take our medicine,” he said. “It is my job to
ensure that the medicine that I
equate to policy is taken or followed. If you don’t take your
medicine as prescribed by the
doctor, your chances for heal-

eral accrediting standards
related to school safety,
transportation, disciplinary
issues, transportation and
record keeping. The report
also called into question
Gray’s ability to lead the
second largest district in
Mississippi.
The state board gave the
district 60 days to submit
a corrective action plan in
hopes of the probationary
status being lifted. Gray led
the district through this proPaige and wife Stephanie

Paige and former football player

ing diminishes…as such if you
don’t follow policy as set forth
by the university and its governing authority, your chances
for survival at JSU diminishes.”
With charter schools and
school choice being new to
Mississippi, one question from
an audience member focused
on Paige’s position on ‘school

choice.’ “I’ve
always supported that and I
make no bones about it, students
deserve a choice,” he added.
Paige, a former superintendent of public schools in Houston also shared his belief that the
money should follow the student. “I think that is necessary
so that schools are equipped…

if the student moves, the money
should move,” he said.
Paige said he planned to
reach out to the Jackson Public
Schools District and build on
the relationship that exists.
“I think it is a must, we
must ensure this relationship is
healthy and strong,” he shared.
“JPS is a feeder district to JSU.”

A few hours after we broke
the story, the anonymous buyer
decided to redirect visitors to
sites or pages actually connected to the candidates. In Horhn’s
case it goes to his Facebook
page because currently he does
not have an official campaign
website. For Graham, it goes to
his campaign’s website, however, it shows that the site is under
construction.
Lumumba sat down with this
writer for a one on one interview. “We’ve been down this
road before and we want to
make it perfectly clear, that not
only are we not behind these
antics but we are focused on
real issues and real solutions to

the problems facing Jackson,”
he shared. “There are so many
good things going on and we
want to celebrate those as well.”
Lumumba shared his thoughts
on the dark financial cloud that
lingers over the city. “Jackson
has had a history of being too
top heavy with its administrations; this current administration
is no different nor an exception,
he said. “But Jackson is pregnant with possibilities.”
Lumumba shared some possibilities that could change the
direction of the city. “We’ve got
to understand where we are and
where we are going and we’ve
got to chart a clear path of getting there,” he said.

Lumumba favors upgrading
parking meters around town and
making them more accessible
and ensuring that they work.
However, he is opposed to outsourcing the work. “I think we
have to look within…we can
do the job, we’ve got to set priorities and expectations and then
demand accountability,” he said.
“We can do this.”
Lumumba is headed overseas
this week to build relationships
and promote Jackson. “The
world is watching Jackson, I
didn’t really understand that
until my father was running for
mayor…people are watching
and want to do business in Jackson,” he said.

tors throughout the courtroom,
describing them in a few sentences. Several people sitting in
seats reserved for the victims’
families dabbed away tears or
held their heads in their hands.
Roof’s trial began as another
one with racial overtones ended in a mistrial. Jurors couldn’t

agree on a verdict for former
North Charleston police officer Michael Slager, who shot
a black man in the back as he
was running away from a traffic stop. A bystander recorded
the shooting and it was seen
widely on TV and online.
The church slayings took

place a little more than two
months after the Slager shooting, and Charleston has stayed
mostly calm, unlike other cities where police shootings and
perceived racial injustice has
rocked communities.
State prosecutors plan to retry Slager.

cess and submitted a plan
that the state ultimately rejected and sent the district
back to the drawing board.
JPS Board President Beneta Burt announced Gray’s
resignation October 28.
The district now under the
leadership of interim Superintendent Fredrick Murray, former CEO of High
Schools for the district must
submit a new corrective
plan of action to the state for
review by Dec. 15.

Principal says dragging
described as ‘playful’

Lumumba

Continued from page 1

in part, “we are not responsible
for these false sites and are investigating the matter to determine how and who the someone
was that created false links that
lead to our website. We take this
very seriously. We do not engage in media slandering of any
form, nor do we believe in false
promotion.”
Horhn told WLBT, “It’s pretty
childish that pranksters would
resort to such activity…they
need to grow up.”
Graham, who refused to actually comment on the issue simply said, “we are moving forward with our campaign and our
plans to make Jackson better.”
The resolve

Killer
Continued from page 1

hate black people so much. He
tried to hint at reasons why
Roof shouldn’t be put to death,
but prosecutors objected, saying that was for the penalty
phase. U.S. District Judge
Richard Gergel agreed.
Prosecutors showed pictures
of each victim on video moni-

Video images of Winter-Johnson showing her dragging student.
Associated Press
A Mississippi principal
says a teacher accused of
dragging a student by the
hair told him the dragging
was “playful.”
Greenville High School
Principal Xavier Hodo testified Wednesday before a
state teacher licensing panel
that he recommended firing
Linda Winters-Johnson September 23.
A video viewed millions of
times shows Winters-Johnson
dragging a special education
student by the hair across the
floor of the Greenville High
School gym September 21.
The video created turmoil
in one of Mississippi’s worstperforming school districts,
sparking the firing of Superintendent Leeson Taylor. The
Mississippi Department of
Education has filed administrative charges to revoke

Linda
Winters-Johnson’s
teaching license.
The principal says Winters-Johnson told officials
that the hair pulling was
meant to calm a defiant student, and that she and the student had pulled each other’s
hair before.
Hodo says Janice Monroe,
then the district’s director
of special services, wanted
a lesser penalty than firing.
Monroe is now Greenville’s
acting superintendent, after
the school board fired Superintendent Leeson Taylor over
the incident.
The district has already
fired her and a Washington
County grand jury indicted
her on a misdemeanor charge
of abusing a vulnerable person.
The Greenville school
board has also disciplined an
unnamed second employee.
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Hinds County School
District Weekly Update
The Rotary Club of South Hinds County donates
dictionaries to Hinds County School District 3rd graders
The Rotary Club of South Hinds County recently provided a personal dictionary to every third
grade student in the Hinds County School District in support of Literacy. Elementary schools benefitting from this annual project included: Bolton/Edwards, Gary Road, Raymond and Utica.
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CSLC AmeriCorps VISTAs salute veterans
and a widow of a vet on Veterans Day
Special To The Mississippi Link
LEXINGTON, Miss. –
Nov. 11, millions of Americans paid tribute to the brave
men and women, who served
our country with pride and
risked their lives to protect
our freedoms. The AmeriCorps Volunteers In Service to America (VISTA)
members of the Community
Students Learning Center’s
(CSLC) VISTA Project in
Holmes County, Miss. were
among them.
VISTA member Glorcey
Hogue said, “I enjoyed participating in the day of service honoring the Veterans.”
Hogue is also a retired teacher who taught in Holmes and
Yazoo counties. Her VISTA
assignment is in the project’s
Education focus with emphasis on after-school tutorial.
The center is currently
recruiting four VISTAs in
the focus areas of education
(two assignments), healthy
futures, and economic opportunity. VISTAs will assist with plan and system
development for capacity
building, recruiting community volunteers, identifying
health awareness and other
needed resources, program
fundraising, and assist with
increasing economic services (i.e., housing, business
entrepreneurship
training
and business incubation) to
serve low-income families in
Holmes County.

(From left) CSLC AmeriCorps VISTA members Monique Johnson, Cierra Dixon, Le’Onicus Kimble and Glorcey Hogue prepare little gift-of-appreciation bags to present to several veterans of
Holmes County, Miss. PHOTOS BY GAIL M. BROWN

CSLC AmeriCorps VISTA members shared one of their gift-of-appreciation bags with the
widow of a veteran, Dorothy Porter, 93, at Lexington Manor nursing home. Porter is known for
sharing military stories of her late husband who was a Sgt. 1st Class in the 82nd Battalion in
the Army Peace Corps. Holding her bag, she is joined by CSLC AmeriCorps VISTA members
(from left) Glorcey Hogue, Cierra Dixon, Le’Onicus Kimble, and Monique Johnson.

CSLC AmeriCorps VISTA members honored the veterans of Holmes County American Legion Post 202, represented by (front row second), Commander Wendy Sweeney and (back row, third) Arthur Sweeney. They were honored
by AmeriCorps VISTA members (front row, from left) Le’Onicus Kimble, Cierra Dixon, Glorcey Hogue; (back row,
from left) a little up-and-coming community volunteer and Monique Johnson.

This two-year-old paid her special tribute to veterans everywhere by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Forrest General Hospital and Extra
Table announce art show winners

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Hattiesburg, Miss. – Forrest General
Heart and Vascular Services, in conjunction with Extra Table, announced
the winners of the Home is Where the
Heart is for the Holidays themed art
competition Dec. 2.
To compete, students from Forrest
and Lamar County schools decorated
Christmas cards based on the competition theme. Two finalists from each
school were selected for the final competition.
The competition was judged by Jacob
Cotton, an award-winning instructor
who now teaches in the Department of
Art and Design at University of Southern Mississippi; Ed Ford, commercial
artist of over 30 years and currently a
professor and director of Lucille Parker
Gallery at William Carey University;
and Susan Stevens, retired high school
art educator and full-time artist specializing in oils and pastels.
Cade Slaughter, arts advocate, served
as emcee for the awards presentation
and luncheon. Slaughter, currently a
senior at Sacred Health Catholic High
School in Hattiesburg is the founder of
Supply the Art, a community-wide art
supply drive benefitting area schools
and students. Through this project,
Cade collected over 6000 art supplies
and $1500 in donations.
L & C Contractors, Inc. generously
provided prizes for the winners.
This holiday season, Extra Table will
be working to distribute tons of fresh,
healthy food to more than 20 soup
kitchens and food pantries throughout

Winners of the Home Is Where The Heart Is Art Competition photographed with Forrest the Little Deer. Pictured from left to right: Kadence Patton of 3D School –2nd Place in
elementary division; Barrett McDonald of Sumrall Elementary –1st place in elementary division; Ashton May of Hattiesburg Homeschool –3rd place in middle/junior high division;
Claire Norwood of Long Leaf Elementary –3rd place in elementary division; Tori Rucinski of Sumrall High School – won in high school division; Reagan Anderson of Purvis
Middle School –2nd place in middle/junior high division; Sarah Seale of Petal Upper Elementary –1st place in middle/junior high division
Mississippi in an effort to help feed the
over 670,000 Mississippians who are
hungry every day.
“People cannot be heart healthy
without access to fresh food. Forrest
General is proud to partner with Extra
Table in the fight against food insecu-

rity and heart disease in Mississippi.
Forrest General uses the latest technology and treatment options available to
help those already struggling with heart
and vascular conditions, and we recognize the vital role Extra Table plays in
distributing nutritious food to Missis-

sippi’s most vulnerable families,” said
Millie Swan, Forrest General’s chief
marketing and medical staff services
officer
Handmade cards will be provided as
gifts to those who donate to Extra Table
this holiday season by visiting www.

feedalocalfamily.com. Cards will be
packaged and sent to desired recipients
prior to the Christmas holiday.
For more information about Home is
Where the Heart is for the Holidays or
Extra Table, visit www.feedalocalfamily.com.

New Travelers Rest Missionary Baptist Church
hosts party at Mississippi State Hospital
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Volunteers from New Travelers Rest Missionary Baptist
Church of Jackson shared their time and talent Dec. 3 to bring
food, fun and joy to patients and residents at Mississippi State
Hospital.
New Travelers Rest is one of more than 100 groups who
will provide parties and activities to over 800 patients and
residents at the hospital this holiday season.
“We dearly appreciate the outpouring of love and support
from all of our volunteer groups. It adds so much to the lives
of our patients and residents during this joyous time,” said
Sheila Shows, Volunteer Services director for the hospital.
Festivities at MSH will culminate on Santa Day, Dec. 21.
An annual tradition, Santa Day is a day when community volunteers and leaders gather at the hospital dressed as Santa and
deliver gift bags to each and every patient and resident.
MSH, a program of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was founded in 1855 and helps the individuals it
serves achieve mental wellness by encouraging hope, promoting safety, and supporting recovery. The hospital is accredited by the Joint Commission.
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National Marathon Safety and
Security Summit set for Dec. 12-14
By Alison Crampon
National Center for Spectator Sports
Marathon
and endurance
event officials
from across the
country
will
converge
on
Dec. 12-14 in
Biloxi, Miss. for the third annual National Marathon Safety
and Security Summit, hosted
by The University of Southern
Mississippi’s National Center
for Spectator Sports Safety and
Security (NCS4).
“The unique aspect of this
year’s summit will be the integration of the Mississippi Gulf
Coast Marathon into the enhancement of the 3rd edition
of the national marathon safety
and security best practices,”
said Dr. Lou Marciani, director
of NCS4.
“We are proud to partner with
the marathon (Dec. 11) to look
at what safety and security lessons can be learned from the
recent event and bring that information back to our Summit

attendees – through the auditors
and technologies that will be a
part of this inaugural marathon.”
In addition to lessons learned
from the Mississippi Gulf Coast
Marathon, attendees will have
the opportunity to hear from
national experts on current security issues, such as building
resiliency, recognizing anomalous behavior, infrastructure
protection strategies of Unmanned Aerial Systems, and
the challenges found in event
planning, decision-making and
training.
Ronald C. Stanko, the deputy director of the Governor’s
Office of Homeland Security
(Harrisburg, PA), will serve as
one of the keynote speakers at

the summit and educate the attendees on Building Resiliency.
“Mass gatherings, events,
stadiums, arenas and marathons
are synonymous with the American lifestyle,” said Stanko.
“Regular prevention and
protection exercise programs
continue to be one of the best
sources of building resiliency
in this dynamic threat environment.”
Attendees will include event
administrators and staff (representing marathons, half marathons, 10K, 5K, and endurance
events), local/state law enforcement, government officials,
emergency managers, fire/
hazMat and emergency medical/health services, city planners, governing bodies, and

sport commissions.
In addition to keynote speakers, panel presentations and
networking opportunities, attendees will participate in moderated discussions (round robin
format) to enhance best practices for designated issues within
the following areas:
• Event Day Planning
• Crowd Dynamics/Management
• Emergency Action Planning
• Risk and Threat Assessment
• Staff Development and Performance
• Technology Use/Information Management
The sponsors of the event
include AccuWeather, AMK9,
Associated Agencies, Harman,
Landmark Event Staffing Services, Lockton Companies,
Race Roster, RunnersHealth,
Unitex Direct, and Venue Intelligence.
Pricing to attend the Summit is $299 per person. Limited
seating available. Reserve your
spot today at https://www.ncs4.
com/marathon.

Employees honored for service
at Mississippi State Hospital
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Mississippi State Hospital recently honored employees with November anniversaries for their years of service to the hospital.
Service awards are given to MSH employees in the month of their date of hire,
beginning with one year and followed by
every fifth anniversary year. Employees
receive a certificate of appreciation and a
service A\award pin.
The program is sponsored by Friends of
Mississippi State Hospital Inc.
Mississippi State Hospital November
service award recipients include: (first
row, left to right) Wilhelmina Washington of Pearl, 10 years; Nieshia R. Taylor of
Brandon, 10 years; Melissa Ann Woods of
Jackson, 1 year; Maya Delandra Dezell of
Jackson, 1 year; Aleshia Monique Ford of
Pickens, 1 year; Bahar Dunn of Brandon, 5
years; Beth Martin of Brandon, 20 years;
Ronda Dee Mayes of Jackson, 1 year; (second row, l to r) Lamonica Phillips of Jackson, 1 year; Kema T. Clinton of Clinton, 1
year; Megan Rieger of Pelahatchie, 1 year;
Lana Aikens of Florence, 1 year; Kamekia

Mississippi State Hospital Service Award Group
Grant of Jackson, 5 years; Sharon Joy Allen of Canton, 5 years; Renee Nicole Pickell of Brandon, 5 years; (third row, l to r)
Wilson T. Blackmon of Pearl, 1 year; William Beggiani of Richland, 1 year; Charles
Chapman of Clinton, 1 year; John Clay of
Ridgeland, 1 year; Gemayel McDonald of
Carthage, 1 year; and Charles L. Williams

of Jackson, 15 years.
MSH, a program of the Mississippi Department of Mental Health, was founded
in 1855 and helps the individuals it serves
achieve mental wellness by encouraging
hope, promoting safety, and supporting
recovery. The hospital is accredited by the
Joint Commission.
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$136M Congressional
authorization for
Southeast Federal
Courthouse projects
Special to The Mississippi Link
The U.S. General Services Administration (GSA)
received final authorization from Congress for two
federal courthouse projects
in the agency’s Southeast
Sunbelt Region totaling
nearly $136 million.
The projects in Georgia
and Mississippi have been
identified as priorities for
the federal judiciary as
part of the FY16 Omnibus
Spending Bill.
The Congressional approval authorizes funds to
meet the judiciary’s current and long-term needs
for security, accessibility
and operational efficiency,
and include:
• Greenville, Mississippi – $40.1 million for
site acquisition, design
and construction of a new
62,000-square-foot
U.S.
Courthouse.
The
new
courthouse will be an anchor for revitalization of
the historic central business district and provide
two courtrooms with three
judicial chambers for the
U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Mississippi.
Other tenants will include the U.S. Marshals
Service, the Office of the
U.S. Attorneys, the Office
of the Federal Public Defender and the U.S. Probation Services Office. This
project is scheduled for
completion in 2021.
• Savannah, Georgia –
$95.5 million for the design
and construction of a new
46,000-square-foot
U.S.
Courthouse Annex, and
the repair and alteration
of the historic Tomochichi
Federal Building & U.S.
Courthouse. The Savannah
courthouse project will
provide four courtrooms
and five chambers to accommodate five judges.
Other tenants will include the U.S. Marshals
Service and the Office of
the U.S. Attorneys. GSA’s
Request for Qualifications
(RFQ) for a contractor to

design and build the annex is scheduled to close
Dec. 23 on FedBizOpps.
gov. This project is scheduled for full completion in
2022.
All new courthouses and
renovations will be completed in accordance with
the U.S. Courts Design
Guide, meet the 10-year
space needs of the courts
and court-related agencies
and be consistent with the
application of courtroom
sharing policies. Similar
GSA projects have contributed to reducing the Government’s environmental
footprint, creating valuable
savings and stimulating
economic growth.
Statements
GSA Regional Commissioner for the Southeast Sunbelt Region Mike
Goodwin: The authorizations mark an important
step in moving these courthouse projects forward.
This investment will help
GSA support the judiciary’s mission and prompt
local economic development.”
Mayor Errick D. Simmons: A $40.1 million new
federal building in Greenville will be a catalyst to
economic development. An
injection of $40.1 million
will reemerge and revitalize our downtown. This
courthouse shows how local and federal partnerships matter. This project in
Greenville speaks volumes
about President Obama’s
commitment to maximize
federal investments in supporting the economic vision of communities across
the country. I applaud the
commitments of Senator
Thad Cochran, Senator
Roger Wicker, Congressman Bennie G. Thompson,
and our federal judiciary
in the Northern District of
Mississippi.
Join the conversation
with @USGSA @cityofgvillems
@ErrickDSimmons and #EconomicCatalyst

2016 OPEN HOUSE
ACLU hosts party at Mississippi State Hospital
2016 has been an amazing year for the ACLU of
Mississippi. From model reforms on debtors’ prison to the statewide Restraint & Seclusion Policy
to the hard-fought effort to stop discrimination under the guise of religion (HB 1523), we continue
to stand in the gap for all Mississippians to make
societal impacts for a better state. Join us for our
annual Open House as we celebrate these victories and look forward to working in the legislature,
in communities, and in courts in 2017.
ACLU of Mississippi 2016 Open House
Fri., Dec. 9, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
ACLU of Mississippi Headquarters
233 W. Capitol Street
Jackson, MS 39201
Enjoy refreshments while you mix and mingle with
legislators, non-profit partners, and community
leaders, and get engaged in our work to protect,
defend, and extend civil liberties in every corner of
the Magnolia State. This event is free and open to
the public. We are so excited to see you on Friday, December 9. If you have questions, please call 601-354-3408 or email office@aclu-ms.org.
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William Trammell III
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Public School
District honors the life of Callaway High School Principal
William Trammell III. We are
thankful to Mayor Tony Yarber and the City of Jackson,
the media, Callaway adopters,
and so many others who have
expressed condolences and
words of comfort to his family,
friends, and school family.
“Mr. Trammell was beloved
by his students, teachers,
adopters and alumni,” said Dr.
Freddrick Murray interim JPS
superintendent. “His kind and
uplifting spirit will dwell in the
halls and classrooms of Callaway High School. We will continue his legacy and mission of
moving Callaway High School
to greatness.”
Trammell’s career was characterized by a quest for excellence and compulsion to serve.
After earning a bachelor of science degree in biology from
Jackson State University, he
decided to enter the education
field. He completed two advanced degrees in education,
including a masters of education degree in leadership and a
specialist of education degree
in education administration
and supervision, both from
Mississippi College.
Trammell became the principal of Callaway High School

Murray

Trammell

Callaway High Breast Cancer Walk 2015 with adopter Chick-fil-A

in 2013 after appointments as
a school administrator in the
Simpson County School District, Hazlehurst City School
District and the Hinds County
School District. He began his
education career in Jackson
Public Schools as a teacher at
Whitten Middle School.
Due to their close proximity, a unique bond was shared
between Callaway High, North
Jackson Elementary and Kirksey Middle schools. Throughout the year, the schools’
visited each other, marched
together and held programs together.
Trammell provided opportu-

nities for the high school students to mentor and encourage
the younger students.
The District shares in the
grief and sadness of the students and employees of these
schools as they mourn the
passing of Principal Trammell.
Counselors and district support
staff are offering comfort and
other assistance to the students,
teachers and staff at Callaway.
Trammell and his wife Vanessa have one daughter.
Funeral service will be held
Saturday, 2 p.m., at Truelight
M.B. Church located at 224
East Bell Street, Jackson, MS
39209

Trammell, Asst. Principal Lisa Moore, Acadamy Coach Tasha Viverette
and Dr. Freddrick Murray

Trammell leading the Callaway High School Senior Walk in the spring at North Jackson Elementary.
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JSU’s annual Holidays Under the
Stars excited campus and the city
By L.A. Warren
jsumsnews.com
Hundreds of holiday revelers
from the city and Jackson State
University’s campus swarmed
Gibbs-Green Plaza on Thursday
evening for the annual Holidays
Under the Stars that featured a
tree-lighting ceremony, choirs,
a ballet performance, the Sonic
Boom and the evening’s top highlight: Santa and Mrs. Claus.
The event glistened with bright
smiles from spectators and sparkling colors as guests sipped on
hot chocolate and apple cider and
satisfied their palates with popcorn, cotton candy, cookies and
other treats.
Celebration co-host Gina Carter-Simmers, general manager of
WJSU-FM, introduced high-energy entertainment acts throughout the night. She was joined
onstage by sidekick Stan Branson, a JSU alum and operations
manager and program director
for WJMI-FM and WKXI-FM
in Jackson. The two broadcasters
helped warm the crowd with their
megawatt personalities.
The following groups provided
entertainment: Ballet Magnificat!, Hinds-Utica Community
College Concert and Gospel
Choir, MADDRAMA Performance Troupe, One Church and
the Sonic Boom marching band.
Also, the night was filled with
heart-wrenching moments as
many youths, including one teenager from Blackburn Laboratory
Middle School, were presented
with gifts from generous university personnel through JSU’s
Angel Tree. Others can expect
a joyous holiday season, too, as
one family of children received
new bicycles and other gifts from
JSU’s Department of Public Safety and the university’s Facilities
and Construction Management.
Students and others throughout
the campus say they loved the
family atmosphere of Holidays
Under the Stars and the exciting
entertainment.
Conelous Stiff, a junior civil
engineering major from Yazoo
City, reflected on his early memories of the holidays and JSU’s
efforts to brighten the yuletide

Santa, SGA President Kendall Bunch, and Mrs. Claus, Dr. Kimberly
Hilliard, special assistant to the president for special initiatives, share
holiday stories with youths and adults. Jackson State University’s annual Holidays Under the Stars was held last week on the main campus
of the Gibbs-Green Plaza. PHOTOS BY SPENCER MCCLENTY/JSU

Hinds-Utica Community College concert and gospel choir raise their
voices to the heavens.

A member of Ballet Magnificat!
moves gracefully across the
stage during an awe-inspiring
performance.

A real-life angel makes a special
appearance during the community event.

season.
“As a child, Christmas has
always been exciting – getting
gifts. Today, it’s still about joy,
yet all about Christ. As a school,
it’s great for JSU to give back
and show that we care about
youths. Tonight is really great,
with people dancing and singing.

Now, everyone can experience
the excitement of what goes on
here on JSU’s campus. I want to
tell everyone to be safe during the
holiday and always thank God.”
Devin Shannon, a freshman
biology/pre-med major from Indianola, said, “This event makes
it feels like a big family. It brings

everyone together. It’s very
peaceful.”
George Smith, a freshman
from Mobile, Ala., studying computer engineering, said, “I’m a
long way from home, so being
here puts me in the spirit of the
holiday. Some people don’t have
this privilege.” After losing a
relative two weeks ago, he said
he plans to gather with family on
Christmas Day and cherish each
moment with them.
SGA president Kendall Bunch,
serving in the role of Santa Claus,
said, “Christmas for me has always been about family, giving
back and being grateful for everything you received throughout
the year. And, of course, it’s great
that we get a holiday break from
school.”
Dr. Kimberly Hilliard, aka
Mrs. Claus and executive assistant to the president for special
initiatives, said she’s “grateful for
a beautiful year and believes the
Christmas season means endless
possibilities. “We have so much
to be grateful for – our family
and friends and the achievements
we’ve accomplished as a university.”
Derrick Booker, 12, said he
was impressed with the decorations and seeing all the families
gather together. His plans for the
holiday are to spend quality time
with his relatives.
Meanwhile, the event’s cohosts offered their thoughts about
the community event and the
holidays.
Carter-Simmers said, “Holidays Under the Stars lets the community know that JSU is not just
brick and mortar but that we’re
part of the community, especially
with the Angel Tree presentation.
We care about the communities in which we live and work.
That’s my favorite part about the
holiday.”
As for Branson, he said, “This
event is the initiation of the yuletide season. It gets me started
with the holiday celebration. He
said, “Without sounding corny,
my holiday wish is for peace
and brotherhood throughout the
United States and the rest of the
world.”
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Three-time JSU alum lands
$2.8 million grant for South
Louisiana Community College
jsumsnews.com
Jackson State University
alumnus Krystal Martin, director of Student Success for
South Louisiana Community
College (SLCC) in Lafayette,
has landed the Predominantly Black Institutions Program
– Formula Grants.
The U.S. Department of
Education will award $2.8
million to SLCC over the
next five years. The college
is the first in the state of Louisiana to host the grant.
Martin is a three-time graduate of JSU, receiving her
bachelor’s of social science
in 1993, a master’s of science
in guidance counseling in
1996 and recently completing her Ph.D. in urban higher
education in 2015.
Praising her alma mater for
her current success, Martin
explains that she was once required to write a grant as part
of a class project. Through
the aid of her professors, Nicole Campbell-Lewis and Felix Okojie, Martin submitted
her first grant to the Entergy
Foundation.
“I won the grant due to the
teachings we learned in class.
I followed the instructors and
everything they said, and
with their assistance, I won
the grant,” said Martin, a native of Gloster, Miss.
Unbeknownst to Martin,
her class project would be the
initial groundwork for landing the PBI grant.
“Had it not been for that
class, the sheer experience
and the foundation that the
class provided for us I probably would have never attempted a grant. It took that
class to get me to try to write
a grant on my own,” she says
in a tone resounding with admiration.
After graduation and transitioning to Louisiana, Martin said, “I immediately
recognized a need in this
community for more access
opportunity for underserved
students or students who may
not necessarily go to college

Martin

or finish college.”
African-American students
at SLCC is 37 percent and
includes first-generation students, low-income students,
non-traditional
students,
single parents, veterans and
students who are employed
full-time.
SLCC objectives are to
increase the college completion, enrollment, retention
and transfer rates of AfricanAmerican students. Additionally, the grant is designed
to benefit African-American
students by “putting people
in their corner.”
“When you have a mentor
or people in your corner who
say, ‘Yes, you can’ I can tell
you those students succeed,”
Martin shared.
Martin has served as the
assistant coordinator of Student Success at Georgia Perimeter College; coordinator
of the Office of Retention
and Academic Support at
Alabama A&M University;
director of Student Success
and Retention at Arkansas
State University at Beebe;
and director of TRiO Student
Support Services at Navarro
College.
Martin’s plans for the grant
also include establishing a
Center for Minority Excellence on the SLCC campus.
The center will offer support
services such as tutoring and
mentoring as well as helping
students complete programs
on time and graduate within
two to three years.

Kellogg Foundation grant to USM will help
Mobile County children learn math in new ways
The Mississippi Link Newswire
A $900,000 grant from the
Kellogg Foundation has been
awarded to the University of
Southern Mississippi’s Julie
Cwikla, director of creativity &
innovation in STEM. Funds will
be used to help school children
along the Gulf Coast learn math
in new and exciting ways.
As part of a three year project,
Cwikla will work with Speakaboos, the New York City-based
media company behind the
award-winning literacy app for
children ages 2 to 6.
Together, Cwikla and Speakaboos will develop interactive
digital math stories that motivate
children to read and expose them
early on to important math concepts.
By partnering with the Mobile County Public School System, the Gulf Coast Exploreum
Science Center, and the Mobile
Public Library, these stories and
others in Speakaboos’ library
will be made available to thousands of children in Mobile., Ala.
“The introduction of the in-

novative Interdisciplinary Digital Stories for Young Children
Initiative is being met with great
excitement in the Mobile County
Public Schools (MCPSS),” said
Martha L. Peek, superintendent
of MCPSS. “We look forward to
our PreK and Kindergarten students acquiring the skills to use
technology as a learning tool,
with the interactive Speakaboos
learning platform being used
to develop their understanding of mathematics and literacy
concepts. We appreciate Julie
Cwikla including our schools in
this initiative and providing this
engaging learning opportunity
for our students.”
With prior support from the
National Science Foundation,
Cwikla and her Southern Miss
team investigated early understanding of fractional concepts
with children ages 3 to 6. Results
demonstrated young learners’
ability to partition and fair-share
in the context of story based
word problems. Mathematics
and fractions are areas children
struggle once they reach upper

elementary school. These findings will inform the design of the
new interactive digital stories.
“I am honored by this generous award from the Kellogg
Foundation and excited to serve
our youngest learners across the
region. Hopefully this initiative
will help catapult them in both
reading and mathematics, and
set them on an early path of success,” said Cwikla.
Cwikla has partnered with the
Mobile County Public School
System on several projects and
notes that she looks forward to
working with Peek again.
“We are excited to be supporting this innovative program to
help children better learn,” said
Carla D. Thompson, vice president for program strategy at the
Kellogg Foundation. “Creating a
high-quality and creative learning environment for young children is critical to their success in
school and beyond. We look forward to seeing how this technology can help all kids excel in the
classroom.”
Alice Wilder, chief content

officer of Speakaboos, will codesign and develop the mathematics stories, adding to the
company’s growing library of
more than 200 stories and songs.
Wilder is an educational psychologist and one of the world’s
leading experts on learning
through media and formative
research. She has developed
educational content for children
through Nick Jr. (Blue’s Clues),
PBS Kids and Amazon Studios.
Wilder said of the opportunity to work with Cwikla on the
project, “all of us at Speakaboos
are thrilled to partner with Dr.
Cwikla and her team on developing new math stories and to share
our growing interactive digital
library with the children of Mobile County through the generosity of the Kellogg Foundation.
Children are born explorers and
natural learners, and digital technology offers educators and researchers a unique opportunity
to use children’s natural curiosity about the world to spark and
accelerate their learning.”
In addition to serving children

in the public schools, the Gulf
Coast Exploreum Science Center, and all ten locations of the
Mobile Public Library system,
will also provide Speakaboos for
young learners.
Director R. Scott Kinney said,
“The Mobile Public Library is
excited to be a part of such an
important project with wonderful community partners. We are
glad to do our part in preparing
children for their futures.”
Speakaboos will be incorporated into their summer reading
program enrolling 14,000 young
readers and other library programs, which serve more than
26,000 children from birth to six
annually.
Support from the Kellogg
Foundation brings together leading researchers with seasoned
children’s media experts and
mobile engineers to build new
interactive digital mathematics
stories based on Cwikla’s seminal fraction research. The grant
also provides thousands of children across the Gulf Coast region access to the entire Speaka-

boos digital library.
About The University of
Southern Mississippi
Founded in 1910, The University of Southern Mississippi
is a comprehensive doctoral and
research-driven university with a
proud history and an eye on the
future.
A dual-campus university,
Southern Miss serves students
on campuses in Hattiesburg and
Long Beach, in addition to five
teaching and research sites in
Mississippi and through Online
at Southern Miss.
Since 2006, Southern Miss
students have collected seven
Goldwater Scholarships, three
Truman Scholarships and 16 National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowships. Our
Drapeau Center for Undergraduate Research affords our students
meaningful research opportunities, and as a proven leader in
innovation, we conduct transformative research that translates
into real-world solutions.
Further information may be
found at www.usm.edu.
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Everybody could use
some good news!
By Rev. Alvin C. Carter
Special to The Mississippi Link
And in the same
country were keepers of sheep in the
fields, watching over
their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of
the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them,
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. (Luke
2:8-11, KJV)
It was the prophet, Isaiah, who said
“therefore the Lord himself shall give
you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call
his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14,
KJV). The name Immanuel means
“God with us.” Today, I would like
to encourage you with the thought
“Everybody Could Use Some Good
News!”
During the census, everyone had to
go back to their own hometown to be
counted. Joseph, who was engaged to
be married to a virgin named Mary,
was of the line of David who was
from Bethlehem.
Therefore, this is where they had
to journey to be counted. By the time

they arrived, and with the crowd of
people there for the same purpose,
there was no place to find shelter as
Mary was about to deliver her first
born Son. Because of this, she gave
birth to Jesus in a stable where the
animals were kept. During this time,
there were shepherds in the fields
watching over their flock during the
night and an angel appeared to them
sharing “good news!”
Through this encounter, the following was provided:
1. He provided them with comfort – His initial statement was to
fear not or don’t be afraid. Naturally,
to witness something like this out of
the norm would certainly have been
alarming. However, the very being
that would have brought on the fear
openly stated to “Fear Not.” This was
a certain level of comfort to give to
those that were laboring among the
fields while many were sleeping in
inns and others were preparing to
be counted. Comfort was given on
behalf of the One who had come
for the common man, who perhaps
would not have been able to do such
as others. Therefore, they were told to
“Fear Not!”
2. He provided them with conformation – The very prophesy that
Isaiah wrote about many years earlier
was confirmed with the angel of the
Lord saying, “I bring you good news

for all people.” This good news was
not limited to only the people in Bethlehem although his earthly father and
forefathers were from this land. The
angel confirmed that this good news
was for all people. Gratefully speaking, this good news is even for us today as we too are a part of the “all
people.”
3. He informed them of the
Christ – He informed them that this
good news was going to be the Savior
which is the Christ, the chosen and
anointed Messiah spoken about in the
Old Testament. The very One they
had been waiting for was now here
at that moment. That was received as
good news! There was no one else before or after this birth to receive such
an announcement.
Presently, there is so much going
on in our society. People are doing all
they can just to either make it or get
by. Families are breaking apart; relationships are broken and people are
changing day to day. If there is ever a
time the world needs to be reminded
of some good news, that time is now.
It is not about the politicians nor is
it about the pressures of life, but it is
about the promise that was fulfilled
when Immanuel was born. Since the
day of the announcement of this good
news of “God with us,” He has never
left us.
This is the season that is celebrat-

ed as Christmas. This is the time of
year when reflections are placed upon
things; however, I would argue that
there is much to learn from the angel
in this story and not only the reaction
of the shepherds, but also their reception of the Savior. Let us be grateful
in knowing that in such a time as this,
“Everybody could use some good
news”!
Be blessed and be a blessing to
someone else.
Rev. Alvin Christoper De’Mond
Carter is an associate minister and
primary division director with the
Sunday School at Pilgrim Rest M. B.
Church – Madison. He received his
education through the Madison County School District, Tougaloo College
and Mississippi College. Ordained on
July 13, 2015 under the leadership of
Matthew Canada, he is currently enrolled at Liberty University pursuing
a master of arts in theological studies
and biblical studies degree. The son
of Alvin and Helen Carter, he is happily married to KaLandra M. Carter.
They are the proud parents of three
daughters. Presently, he is employed
Tougaloo College, where he serves as
program assistant under the Title III
Program/Curriculum Enhancement,
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes Campus Representative and the
Champions of Character coordinator
for the Department of Athletics.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
College Hill Missionary Baptist
Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson,
will host its annual Christmas Gala
December 10 at 6 p.m. Tickets may
be purchased by calling at the church
office at 601-355-2670. Dr. Michael T.
Williams is the pastor.

ent “A Celebration of Christ” December
17 at 10 a.m. For more information call
601-354-2026 or visit www.gpgmbc.
org. Dr. Stephen F. Mason is the pastor.

Christ, will open at 6 p.m. and the event
begins at 7 p.m. This free event, filled
with energetic dance scenes, dramatic
imagery and phenomenal singing, will
have you uplifted, on your feet, singing
and clapping. For more information,
please contact Min. Chandra Wise at
601-206-5844. Dr. Dwayne K. Pickett
Sr. is the pastor.

New Horizon Church, 1770 Ellis Ave.,
Jackson will host its Celebration of Adoration December 17, TBA. For more
Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245 Tuni- information visit www.nhcms.org or call
ca St., Jackson, will host its Christmas 601-371-1427. Bishop Ronnie Crudup
Fellowship December 16 at 7 p.m. at Sr. is the pastor.
Ridley Hill M. B. Church, 0134 N. Livingston Rd., Madison, will host regular
the Old Capitol Inn. Tickets are available by calling the church at 601-969- Crossroads Missionary Baptist worship services December 18, imme3511. For more information visit: www. Church, 325 McDowell Rd., Jackson, diately followed by the church’s Christmountnebochurch.com. Rev. John A. will hold its annual Christmas Program mas program. Immediately following
Wicks Jr. is the pastor.
December 18 during the regular morn- the Christmas program, a fellowship
ing worship hour. For more informa- will take place at the Masonic Lodge.
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 tion, please send requests to cross- For more information call or visit www.
Watkins Dr., Jackson, will observe its roadsmbchurch@att.net. Rev. Stanley ridleyhillc.om. Dr. Keith Rouser is the
Annual Christmas Fellowship Decem- Smith is the pastor.
pastor.
ber 16 at 6:30 p.m. at the Jackson Hilton Hotel. For more information, call New Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist
601-366-7002. Dr. Jerry Young is the Canton Rd., Jackson, will present their Church, 925 West Pearl St., Jackson,
pastor.
annual Christmas production, “A King will host its Christmas program DecemHas Come!” December 18. The doors ber 18 at 3 p.m. For more information
Greater Pearlie Grove Missionary for this event, which promises to be call 601-355-5545 or visit zion-travelBaptist Church, 1640 County Line an astounding musical and visual dis- ers.org/announcements.html. Dr. DanRd., Jackson, Youth Ministry will pres- play depicting the story of the birth of iel Watkins is the pastor.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Message from
the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

As the month of December
continues to settle in, the momentum is building around
us and you know what that
means. In less than three
weeks we will be celebrating
Christmas Day!
December 25, is literally days away.
Have I completed the traditional shopping
that so many people take part in order to
show their love for others? Have I mailed my
holiday cards to express my joy for the season? Have I completed, no the better question is, have I began decorating my home for
the holidays? The answer to each of these
questions is no!
A couple of years ago, I shared an article
with you entitled “Getting Ready for Christmas,” which was authored by guest writer,
David DeWitt. In this article DeWitt asked
the question, “Have you ever thought about
all of the things that God had to do to get
ready for that first Christmas?”
He then listed the following bullets to help
us out:
• God worked to make the world ready for
the arrival of Jesus.
• God had to defy the very laws of nature
• God had to redefine His personal role
with His people
• God had to fulfill ancient promises
• God had to move from being infinite to
being finite
As I read what DeWitt defined as the preparation period for that first Christmas, I knew
that it was in a way a confirmation for my
Christian growth.I find myself in a different
place – a place of enjoying one blessed day
at a time. I am not stressed about making
sure that every decoration is perfect for the
holidays, nor am I going out of my way to
get them done.
I am so ready for Christmas!
The truth is – if the holiday were to be
celebrated today, I am ready. Yes, you know
why?
I am ready because I know that it is not the
physical date of Christmas but the birth of
Christ that we celebrate.
I, like you, know that Christ was born in a
manger approximately 2,000 years ago. He
is the only begotten Son of God and He is the
King of Kings.
Am I ready to celebrate the beginning of
the life of “our Savior?” You had better believe it.
Like so many other Christian families, my
family will have our traditional gift-giving
exchange. My family has already begun and
will continue to participate in several holiday gatherings with more family and friends
and of course, we will be in the Lord’s house
this entire season and beyond to give thanks
for His birth.
I know that this week I don’t have to ask
you to share the news of Jesus’ birth or what
He has done for you and yours, right? This is
the season where you just find yourself praising Him consciously and sub-consciously.
This is the season when joy fills the air and
love is abundant. All of God’s children are
readying themselves for one of the most important days that Christians observe and as I
told you earlier, I am so ready.
Now, what I will ask of you is that you
stay ready. Always keep in mind that Christ
was born to save us from our sins. Even as an
infant, He carried the weight of the world on
His shoulders. He walked the earth to teach
us the true principles of love and respect for
each other. Because of Him, we have been
granted the opportunity to live with our
Heavenly Father eternally.
I am sure that during this holiday season,
the love of God will be shared by all. But
don’t let it stop there. During the holidays
and long after, always serve as a personal
messenger for the Lord. Share your joys of
the good times; share your love of the Lord.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for
news in and around the state of Mississippi,
would like to serve as your personal messenger to share your news and the news of your
place of worship.
Remember the verse that I often share with
you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of
those who bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God
reigns!”
To share your news, contact Daphne M.
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com,
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livingston
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.
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What will you give in
Sounds of Silence
exchange for your soul?
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By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

It was almost like a scene
out of a science fiction
movie when the machine
showed that it has a mind of
its own.
A few years ago, I had a
strange experience with my
car. Even though I was pressing buttons to
adjust my car stereo volume and change
the song on the cd, the stereo did exactly
the opposite. It shut off and stopped playing. I casually pressed the on switch hoping it would come back on but nothing
happened.
I waited a few seconds all in vain as
the stereo didn’t even have the courtesy
to blink a light to let me know that it was
eventually going to respond. Because I
was driving while this was going on and I
was getting both distracted and frustrated,
I decided to wait until I’d stopped to figure
out what was wrong.
When the stereo didn’t come back on,
I figured, “I guess I could pray.” I did...I
prayed that God would fix my radio so I
wouldn’t have to buy another one. Honestly, I wondered if I laid hands on the stereo,
would God resurrect it? I decided to wait
before I purchased a new one…and two
months later, I was still waiting.
Even though in the past I had gone sometimes for weeks without listening to my
car radio by choice, this, however, wasn’t
my choice. A part of me thought of this silence as somehow God punishing me for
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listening to too much Barry White and not
enough worship music in my car. At first,
it was intimidating because I heard every
creak that my car made.
Strangely, one day just like it stopped
working, the stereo started to work again.
Coincidentally, this was on the same day
that I’d decided to finally fix my stereo. I
was actually thinking about which repair
shops were closest to my job when the high
pitched “beep, beep” startled me. I then
noticed that the light on my stereo was
on….and working like before.
It’s funny that the thing that I dreaded
most is now what I seek after. Even though
I’d often prayed to hear God’s voice with
crystal clear clarity, I wondered if I could
handle it if I was told do something that I
didn’t want to do.
I eventually got to a point where I
looked forward to the quiet of my car after
a long day at work. I also got confirmation
on some future personal and professional
goals during those times of intimacy with
God.
I dare you to try listening to the sounds
of silence during the busyness of this holiday season. 1 Kings 19:12 says that God
speaks in a still small voice. I think this
season what I’m most thankful for is that
God still speaks in that whisper for those
who are willing to hear.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving
from Pain to Purpose after a Relationship
ends.” She may be reached at lovehangover@juno.com.

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
We read in Psalm
107:8-9 these words:
“Oh that men would
praise the Lord for
His goodness, and
for His wonderful
works to the children
of men! For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness.”
In First Timothy 6:6 we read,
“But godliness with contentment is
great gain.”
We can go through this life and
attain many things, but without God
we will never have contentment.
We will never find great gain in this
life unless we have the Lord in our
soul. Worldly pleasures, money, or
the gain of this world cannot satisfy. Only Jesus Christ can satisfy
the soul.
People in the world are looking
for peace, satisfaction, contentment
and happiness, but these things
cannot be found out in the world.
Sometimes, an individual may
think with the right companion or
children, they would be satisfied,
but only Jesus Christ can satisfy the
soul. He will fulfill every desire and
every longing.
This world does not have peace.

It is full of strife, contention, turmoil, and heartache.
We must not be fooled. We may
have pleasure in sin, but it is only
for a season and then comes the
reaping. Once the reaping comes,
we will no longer find pleasure in
sin. The Book of Hebrews 11:2427, teaches: “By faith Moses, when
he was come to years, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season; esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect
unto the recompense of the reward.
By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he
endured, as seeing him who is invisible.”
Moses chose to suffer affliction
with the people of God and to be
set aside by the world. He chose to
serve God rather than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season.
Again, there is only pleasure in
sin for a season; then comes the
reaping. Yes, when I was living in
sin, a reaping time came in my life.
Thank God, when Jesus came
into my life, he broke those sinful
habits that had me bound. Thank
God forever. God will cleanse the

heart and change our life completely.
He said in Ezekiel 11:19 these
words, “I will take the stony heart
out of their flesh, and will give
them an heart of flesh.” God will
take out that old, rebellious spirit
and put His Spirit in us so that we
will walk in His statutes and keep
His judgments. All we have to do is
repent and submit ourselves to Him
and say, “Lord, I need you; I need a
Savior. You died for my sins.”
My friends, all the good that we
do without Jesus Christ is counted
for nothing; it is vain. No matter
how good a child we are or how
good a husband or wife we are,
without Jesus Christ, it will count
for nothing when we stand before God at the judgment. Without
Christ, God will say to us, “Depart
from me; I never knew you.”
Next week in part II, “What
will you give in exchange for your
soul?”
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31
Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669.
He is married to Velma L. Green.
He is a member of the National Association of Evangelism Church of
God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern Association of The Church of God, Inc.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of December 8
SONGS

		

ARTISTS				

1. Made A Way			

Travis Greene

2. You’re Bigger			

Jekalyn Carr

3. Put A Praise On It		

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

4. God Provides			

Tamela Mann

5. You Deserve It			

J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise

ALBUM

6. Better				Hezekiah Walker
7. I Need You			

Donnie McClurkin

8. You				Jermaine Dolly
9. Joy				VaShawn Mitchell
10. Spirit Break Out		

William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson

To listen to snippets of these songs,
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song
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Place your
church ad here.

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
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MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

For details call
601-896-0084
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Dark days ahead for nation’s
enemies and adversaries
By Armstrong Williams
NNPA News Wire Columnist
The election of
Donald J. Trump
signals very dark
days ahead. Not
for the American
people, of course,
but for our nation’s
enemies and adversaries in the
Middle East.
The American people turned
out to the polls in record numbers for the election, and they
delivered the future President
Trump an undeniable and strong
mandate to lead. With the Republican Party in control of both the
House and the Senate, Trump is
poised to avoid the gridlock that
has perpetually plagued Washington, and actually get things
done.
It’s a new day in America, and
we should expect tremendous
changes when it comes to how
America approaches conflict
in the Middle East. President
Obama withdrew from the region, minimizing American power and diminishing our muchneeded presence and leadership.
President Trump will bring that
indispensable leadership back to
the Middle East, and the world
will be better for it.
Notably, the presidency of
Donald Trump signals a rekindling of the historic ties that have
bound America to its closest ally
and the only true democracy in
the region, the Jewish state of
Israel.
Trump has a strong affinity
for the Jewish people. It’s not
just politics – it’s personal. His
daughter Ivanka is a convert to
Judaism, and his Orthodox Jewish son-in-law Jared Kushner

has been a trusted advisor on the
campaign trail. Trump has spoken with pride about his Jewish
grandchildren.
His affection for Israel will
be reflected in his policies, too.
Trump’s Israel advisors recently
issued a position paper noting
that his administration will veto
any United Nations vote that unfairly singles out Israel. It shames
UNESCO for its clear egregious
bias against Israel. It pledges
that he will move the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem and recognize
the holy city as the uncontested
capital of Israel. Trump has also
derided the idea that a solution
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
can be imposed from outside parties, including the UN.
And Trump is not the only rock
solid pro-Israel leader on his
ticket. During his time serving
in Congress, Vice President-elect
Mike Pence was one of the most
stalwart supporters of the U.S.Israel relationship.
A devout Christian, Pence has
said that his support for Israel is
rooted deeply in his faith. Among
his many laudable achievements
in office, Pence signed one of the
strongest laws against the antiSemitic Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement. He advocated for robust military aid to
Israel, and he led bids to place
conditions on funding for the Palestinian Authority.
With Donald Trump in the
White House, Israel can be assured that the United States will
fight alongside it to protect the
Jewish state from the many perils
of its neighborhood.
Both Trump and Pence have
repeatedly spoken of the dangers
of the disgraceful Iran deal. Both

have opposed the agreement,
which hands $150 billion to a
thuggish, terrorist regime. Trump
has pledged to revisit this misguided and dangerous deal and
address its many shortcomings.
While negotiating this deeply
flawed agreement, Obama bent
over backwards to give Iran concession after concession and Secretary of State John Kerry was
outfoxed and maneuvered, time
and again. The unelected mullahs
in Iran must surely feel much
more uneasy about the future.
Trump has been making deals
throughout his entire illustrious
career, and he is a master of negotiation. With him in the Oval
Office, the world should expect
an end to America’s bad deals
with tyrannical dictatorships that
put our allies in danger. Now,
America’s interests will be put
first.
Meanwhile, U.S. allies in the
Middle East should be breathing a collective sigh of relief.
No longer will our country be so
quick to turn its back on longtime friends. Countries like
Egypt that are fighting terrorists
should be gratified that the most
powerful country in the world
will be led by someone who understands, and is unafraid to confront, the existential threat that
radical Islamic terrorism poses
to the democratic way of life. In
fact, Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi was among the first
foreign leaders to call and congratulate the President-elect.
Moving forward, America is
going to be smarter and more
strategic in the choices it makes
in the international arena. Gone
are the days when America draws
a red line in Syria and backs

away from it, showing dangerous and bloodthirsty regimes
that America is afraid to live up
to our commitments and that we
lack the moral courage to follow
through on our pledges.
A lack of leadership in the
Middle East created a vacuum
filled by nefarious actors, including ISIS. We will not make
that mistake again. There’s a
new Commander-in-Chief in
town, and our enemies should be
frightened.
As Trump looks to “Make
America Great Again,” that includes demonstrating to our closest allies in the Middle East that
we stand with them. It will mean
showing them that America is
not just a paper tiger, and that
we are unafraid to stand strong
against tyranny.
The Obama Administration
purposefully and irresponsibly
showed hostility toward allies,
including Israel, and that damaged our standing in the world.
As we transition to the Trump
Administration, our friendships
across the globe will be restored.
Americans should take comfort
in knowing that Trump will boldly lead, and that our essential relationship with our partner Israel
will be stronger than ever.
Armstrong Williams is sole
owner of Howard Stirk Holdings
I & II Broadcast Television Stations and the 2016 Multicultural
Media Broadcast owner of the
year. Read Williams’ new book,
Reawakening Virtues content on
RightSideWire.com, and join the
discussion live at 6-8 p.m. and
4-6 a.m., est, on Sirius/XM UrbanView 126. Follow him on on
Facebook and Twitter

Kanye West needs real help, but
it’s likely that he won’t get it
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
Kanye West is
melting down. He
didn’t perform to
expectations
at
two concert dates,
declaring, at one,
that he would have
voted for Donald Trump for president and generating boos for his
statement. In a subsequent concert he performed just a couple of
songs, and abruptly ended a performance that should have lasted
at least an hour. A couple of days
later, he was hospitalized in a
“psychiatric hold.”
Some say he is simply exhausted, sleep-deprived and stressed.
Some say it is more. His mother,
Donda West, died in November
2007. Nine years later, is he especially vulnerable to outbursts
and erratic behavior on that anniversary? In any case, even as
many of us have admired West
as a boldly audacious entertainer,
we are also concerned about his
very public meltdown and its implications.
African-American people don’t
pay enough attention to the challenges that mental health issues
face. We are more likely than
whites to experience mental
health challenges, but far less
likely than whites to seek help.
We minimize mental health challenges, laughing and calling
those who are challenged crazy
and cray-cray (I confess, I do this
from time to time). We don’t respond to their very public cry for

help. Yes, Kanye West was crying for help. His inappropriate
public behavior could have been
interpreted as an ask for someone
to take him, hold him, comfort
him, hear him. Instead, he had a
challenging concert schedule, a
schedule that would have brought
him millions of dollars. Cancelling the schedule may have saved
his health, but it has cost him millions of dollars. Imagine the pressure he must have felt; he might
have thought, “Can I go on and
save the day? Must I step aside
and take a hit?”
Most African Americans who
face mental health challenges
face some of the same concerns
West must have. If you share your
mental anguish, you are cray-cray,
the object of jokes and ridicule. If
you hide it, you are eaten alive by
an anguish that forces you to say
“fine,” or “okay,” when people
ask you how you are doing.
Just like we tell people to take
an annual physical, to feel their
breasts for lumps, to get the prostate check, we need to encourage folks who are a bit erratic to
check in with their doctors about
their mental health.
We don’t do that and, indeed,
many health plans limit access to
mental health professionals. But
the mental health status of African Americans too often collides
with the law enforcement system
when “erratic” behavior on the
part of some African Americans
is seen as simply criminal. People
who are mentally ill and need
help are too often incarcerated or

killed because some police forces
lack the tools to manage a mental
health crisis that is likely growing.
Consider the case of Anthony
Hill, a naked and unarmed Atlanta Air Force veteran who was
acting erratically in his apartment
complex in early March. Someone called 911, because a naked
man was knocking on doors and
“acting deranged.” When DeKalb
police officer Robert Olsen encountered Hill, he asked him to
stop, and when he did not, he
was shot twice. Hill didn’t have
a weapon, and anybody who is
hanging out naked is clearly mentally impaired. Meanwhile, Olsen
had a Taser, but he chose to use
his gun against a naked, weaponless man.
Olsen was charged with murder and indicted and, in October,
was ordered to stand trial. The
trial may begin late this year or
early next year. Meanwhile, it is
significant to note that Hill was
believed to be bipolar, and suffering from post-traumatic stress
syndrome. He served our country
in Afghanistan, and tried unsuccessfully to get an appointment,
and some help, from the veteran
affairs hospital in Atlanta. Might
the outcome of his erratic episode
have been different if mental
health professionals, not a trigger-happy officer, were deployed
to intervene?
Should mental illness be a
death sentence? It was for Hill,
and for many others who don’t
get the help they need. Even as

the incoming president attempts
to reverse some aspects of the
Affordable Care Act, conscious
health advocates must insist that
mental health coverage is as important as physical health coverage.
It is disgraceful that a veteran
should be shot, because his mental illness got the better of him. It
is disgusting that dozens of others who are unarmed and mentally ill are shot, because people
untrained to manage mental illness are sent to communities, gun
ready, and oblivious to alternatives.
And it is disturbing that West
is melting down in plain sight,
drowning his pain in angry vitriol. When can we, African Americans, talk about the mental health
crisis that exists in our community? It isn’t going to get better, as
hate crime escalates and swastikas begin to adorn our city walls.
Some of us will want to fight, and
others will be driven to despair.
We must speak of mental health
and healing, and we must speak
of it often. One of West’s colleagues, 9th Wonder said, “Been
knowing the brother upwards of
13 years. Mental healing is a serious thing, no matter what. Stay
strong Kanye West.” Ashe’.
Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist. Her latest
book “Are We Better Off? Race,
Obama and Public Policy” is
available via www.amazon.com
for booking, wholesale inquiries
or for more info visit www.juliannemalveaux.com.
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The evolution of the
one million conscious
black voters and
contributors movement
By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

“When the axe came into the Forest, the trees said, ‘The handle is one of
us.’” – Macedonian Axiom
“A man came into a forest and asked
the Trees to provide him a handle for
his axe. The Trees consented to his request and gave him a young ash-tree.
No sooner had the man fitted a new handle to his axe
from it, than he began to use it and quickly felled with
his strokes the noblest giants of the forest.”– Source:
Macedonian Truth.org
The movement that began as THE One Million Conscious Black Voters and Contributors, while aspirational as it rapidly moves toward its goal of one million
members, it is also dynamic as opposed to static. This
movement is participatory and calls on all members to
bring their talents to the table to “contribute” to its progress. In that vein, although there are a few rock-solid
principles upon which the moment was established and
built, not everything is written in stone and immune to
critique and suggestions for improvement. The name of
the movement is a perfect example.
Since 2005, when Dr. Claud Anderson’s group attempted to develop what he called Maroon City in Detroit, THE One Million Movement has been through
several iterations and has had several names. Beginning with “Bring Back Black,” coined by Bob Law in
2006, it became known as The Nationalist Black Leadership Council in 2007; in that same year the name was
changed to The Nationalist Black Leadership Coalition
(NBLC) in an effort to illustrate openness and inclusion
rather than the perception of a small esoteric group.
Added to the NBLC was the acronym, “POBA,”
which meant President of Black America, a champion
for black folks who would work for and be paid by
black people, advocate for black causes, and be totally
accountable to black people. That concept was shelved,
because it was obvious to black people that Barack
Obama had a good chance of being elected, and most of
our attention was focused on helping him become the
“first black president.” From 2008 until 2013, the core
group of “conscious” blacks continued their individual
work in their locales and waited for the opportune time
to get busy once again.
After getting back together and revving up our black
empowerment engines again, we named the movement
“One Million Conscious Black Voters and Contributors” and began to recruit members, many of whom are
some of the brightest minds among our people. Several months had passed when one of our members, Sister Shandra Witherspoon, who has been a teacher for
many years, proposed an additional word to our name:
Conscientious. We also moved “Contributors” ahead of
“Voters” to show more emphasis on economics versus
politics.
I can hear some of you saying, “But the name is long
enough, Jim. Why add yet another word to it?” I understand, but it is very important to THE One Million
that you know exactly what we stand for, and if it takes
a longer than usual name to describe it, so be it. Compared to names of other black organizations, there is no
trying to figure out what THE One Million represents.
We know that consciousness is not enough to cause
some of our people to act upon their beliefs. It’s not
enough just to be “conscious,” which means “aware,
awake, and knowledgeable.” We must also be “conscientious,” which means, “…governed by conscience;
controlled by or done according to one’s inner sense of
what is right; principled.”
Being conscientious causes a conscious person to
take appropriate action to solve the problems of which
he or she is well aware and knowledgeable. A large part
of our problem as black people is that many of us are
“rapolutionaries,” “radio activists,” “political pontificators,” “afrocentricksters,” “hotep hustlers,” “pulpit
pacifists and “barber shop rhetoricians.” None of those
classifications actually move us forward; they only
keep us on a conversational treadmill.
THE One Million Conscious and Conscientious
Black Contributors and Voters, because we know that
everything black (small “b”) ain’t Black (capital “B”),
has added another level of consciousness to our name.
We are looking for “Conscientiously Conscious” black
people who are not only aware, but willing to work on
and “contribute” their skills, knowledge, and treasure
to solving our problems and bringing solutions to fruition.
What’s in a name? A great deal when it comes to THE
One Million. So, if you are one who says “Your name is
too long,” take some time to analyze that name, and see
if it fits your personal agenda for black empowerment.
If it does, and you are a “Conscientiously Conscious”
black person, then join THE One Million and get to
work with members in forty-two states throughout the
country. And when you write your check, just make it
out to OMCCBCV – the short name.
James Clingman is a prolific writer on economic empowerment for black people. His latest book, “Black
Dollars Matter! Teach Your Dollars How to Make More
Sense,” is available on his website, Blackonomics.com.
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Math a concern for U.S. teens;
science, reading flat on test
By Jennifer C. Kerr
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – American students have a math
problem.
The latest global snapshot
of student performance shows
declining math scores in the
U.S. and stagnant performance in science and reading.
“We’re losing ground – a
troubling prospect when, in
today’s
knowledge-based
economy, the best jobs can
go anywhere in the world,”
said Education Secretary
John B. King Jr. “Students
in Massachusetts, Maryland
and Minnesota aren’t just vying for great jobs along with
their neighbors or across state
lines, they must be competitive with peers in Finland,
Germany and Japan.”
Math was a stubborn concern. “This pattern that we’re
seeing in mathematics seems
to be consistent with what
we’ve seen in previous assessments ... everything is
just going down,” said Peggy
Carr, acting commissioner at
the National Center for Education Statistics.
The 2015 Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA, study is the
latest to document that American students are underperforming their peers in several
Asian nations. The U.S. was
below the international average in math and about average in science and reading.
Singapore was the top performer in all three subjects on
the PISA test.
More than half a million
15-year-old students in about
70 nations and educational
systems took part in the 2015
exam. The test is coordinated
by the Paris-based Organization for Economic Coop-

In this Sept. 29, 2016 file photo, Education Secretary John King
speaks at the White House in Washington. American students
have a math problem. The latest global snapshot of student performance shows declining math scores in the U.S. and stagnant
performance in science and reading AP PHOTO/SUSAN WALSH, FILE
eration and Development, or
OECD.
Here are the main things to
know about the PISA exams:
U.S. scores and rankings
Not so encouraging.
The test is based on a
1,000-point scale. Among the
findings:
• In math, the U.S. average score was 470, below the
international average of 490.
Average scores ranged from
564 in Singapore to 328 in the
Dominican Republic.
• In science, the U.S. average score was 496, about the
same as the international average of 493. Average scores
ranged from 556 in Singapore
to 332 in the Dominican Republic.
• In reading, the U.S. average score was 497, around the
same as the international average of 493. Average scores
ranged from 535 in Singapore
to 347 in Lebanon.
Average scores in math

have been on the decline since
2009, and scores in reading
and science have been flat
during that same time period.
Across the globe, American
students were outperformed
by their counterparts in 36
countries in math; 18 countries in science and 14 countries in reading.
So, what is going on with
math?
Andreas Schleicher, director for education and skills at
OECD, says high-performing
countries do really well in
math in three things: rigor,
focus and coherence.
For example, he says, many
high-performing
countries
will teach a lot less but focus at much greater depths,
particularly when you look
at East Asia, Japan and Singapore.
“Students are often good
at answering the first layer
of a problem in the United
States,” said Schleicher. “But

as soon as students have to go
deeper and answer the more
complex part of a problem,
they have difficulties.”
What people are saying
about how the U.S. stacks
up
• ”The latest U.S. PISA
achievement results are disappointing but not surprising,”
said Randi Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers. “They were
predictable given the impact
of the last 15 years of U.S.
education policies combined
with continuing state disinvestment following the 2008
recession. Thirty-one states
still spend less per pupil than
before the recession.”
• “This stagnant performance on PISA by U.S. students in the last four years
once again affirms our belief
that the U.S. would be well
served to take a hard look
at the strategies used by the
top-performing
education
systems and adapt lessons
learned from them to fit the
U.S. context and needs,” said
Marc Tucker, president of the
National Center on Education
and the Economy. “It is critical to look not only at their
average high performance,
but also at the strategies they
use to achieve much greater
equity across and within
schools compared to the United States.”
Other findings
Globally, gender differences in science tended to be
smaller than in reading and
math. But, on average, in 33
countries and economies, the
share of top performers in
science is larger among boys
than among girls. Finland was
the only country where girls
were more likely to be top
performers than boys.

Across OECD countries,
on average, the gender gap in
reading in favor of girls narrowed by 12 points between
2009 and 2015.
Massachusetts,
North
Carolina, and Puerto Rico
participated as international
benchmarking systems and
received separate scores from
the United States. Massachusetts’s average scores were
higher than the U.S. and the
international average scores
in science, math and reading. North Carolina’s average
scores were not statistically
different from the U.S. average scores for all three subjects. And Puerto Rico’s average scores were lower than
both the average U.S. scores
and the international average
scores for all three subjects.
About the test and comparisons
The PISA test is conducted
every three years. Schools in
each country are randomly
selected, and OECD says the
selection of schools and students is kept as inclusive as
possible so that student samples are drawn from a broad
range of backgrounds and
abilities.
Another international test,
known as the Trends in International Mathematics and
Science Study, or TIMSS, had
similar international comparisons with Asian countries solidly outperforming American
students. That test, though,
administered every four years
to a random sampling of
younger students in dozens of
countries, had eighth graders
in the United States improving their scores in math, up
nine points. Scores for science, however, were flat. In
fourth grade, scores were unchanged in math and science.

Death toll stands at 36 in
Oakland warehouse fire
By Paul Elias and Janie Har
Associated Press
OAKLAND, Calif. – As
crews searched the Oakland
warehouse for more bodies,
the founder of the arts collective stood near the gutted
building Tuesday morning
and said he was “incredibly
sorry” and that everything he
did was to bring people together.
The death toll remains at
36, with officials saying early
Tuesday that no additional
bodies have been recovered.
Alameda County Sheriff’s
Deputy Tya Modeste said of
the 36 victims found, 26 of
their families have been notified. Another nine bodies
have been “tentatively identified,” she said. Officials are
still lacking any type of identity for one individual.
The fire erupted Friday
night during a dance party at
the warehouse that had been
converted to artists’ studios
and illegal living spaces.
Founder Derick Ion Almena told the “Today Show”
Tuesday that he was at the
site to put his face and his
body in front of the scene.
However, he deflected blame
for the blaze. Almena said he
signed a lease for the building
that “was to city standards
supposedly.”
“I’m only here to say one
thing that I’m incredibly sor-

A crowd holds candles during a vigil in memory of victims of a warehouse fire at Lake Merritt Dec. 5, in Oakland, Calif. Family members
and friends are being notified as firefighters continue a painstaking
search for victims of the Oakland warehouse fire. AP PHOTO/MARCIO
JOSE SANCHEZ

ry and that everything that I
did was to make this a stronger and more beautiful community and to bring people
together,” he said.
Oakland Fire Battalion
Chief Robert Lipp said crews
have cleared 85 percent of the
“Ghost Ship” building with
one corner still inaccessible
because it is unstable. Crews
hope to stabilize it Tuesday.
Officials said they would
turn next to investigating the
fire. It’s unclear how it started.
The district attorney warned
of possible murder charges as
she determines whether there
were any crimes linked to the
blaze.
“We owe it to the commu-

nity and those who perished
in this fire, and those who
survived the fire to be methodical, to be thorough, and
to take the amount of time
it takes to be able to look
at every piece of potential
evidence,” Alameda County District Attorney Nancy
O’Malley said.
The blaze is the most lethal
building fire in the U.S. in
more than a decade and stories of victim’s last minutes
began to emerge Monday.
Alameda County sheriff’s
spokesman Sgt. Ray Kelly
said that some of the victims
texted relatives, “I’m going to
die,” and “I love you.”
Rescue crews found bod-

ies of people “protecting each
other, holding each other,”
Kelly said.
On Monday night, hundreds
of people holding candles and
flowers honored those who
died in the fire at a vigil at
Oakland’s Lake Merritt.
Oakland city councilman
Noel Gallo, who lives a block
from the warehouse, said he
confronted Almena several
times about neighbors’ concerns about trash in the street
and in front of the warehouse.
Gallo said Almena essentially
told authorities to “mind their
own business” and appeared
resistant to addressing complaints and complying with
city codes.
Almena said on the “Today Show” Tuesday that he
signed a lease for the building
that “was to city standards
supposedly.”
Almena and his partner,
Micah Allison, ran the building’s arts colony, called the
Satya Yuga collective. Relatives, friends and former colleagues said Almena loved
to surround himself with followers, but he seemed to care
little for their well-being.
Almena told the “Today
Show” that he and his family
lived in the warehouse.
He told San Jose television
station KNTV that he didn’t
attend the event Friday night
and that he and his wife had

decided to stay at a hotel because he was exhausted.
The warehouse is owned
by Chor N. Ng, her daughter
Eva Ng told the Los Angeles
Times. She said the warehouse
was leased as studio space for
an art collective and was not
being used as a dwelling.
“We are also trying to figure out what’s going on like
everybody else,” the family wrote in a statement to
KNTV. “Our condolences go
out to the families and friends
of those injured and those
who lost their lives.”
Questions persisted about
whether city officials could
have done more to prevent
the fire. Oakland planning
officials opened an investigation last month after complaints about the warehouse.
An inspector who went to the
premises couldn’t get inside,
said Darin Ranelletti of the
Oakland Planning Department.
Oakland Mayor Libby
Schaaf said city officials are
putting together a record of
what they knew about the
property.
Oakland Fire Battalion
Chief Melinda Drayton told
the San Francisco Chronicle
that investigators believe the
fire started in the center-rear
of the converted warehouse.
The cause of the fire remains
unknown.

Fake news rings
alarm bells from
restaurant to
White House
By Matthew Barakat
and Jessica Gresko
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – The bizarre rumors
began with a leaked email referring to
Hillary Clinton and sinister interpretations of pizza parties. It morphed into
fake online news stories about a child sex
trafficking ring run by prominent Democrats operating out of a Washington,
D.C., restaurant.
Sunday, it culminated in violence when
police say a North Carolina man fired an
assault rifle inside the Comet Ping Pong
restaurant as he attempted to “self-investigate” the conspiracy theory known in
the Twitterverse as “Pizzagate.”
No one was hurt and the man was arrested. But the shooting alarmed those
from neighboring businesses all the way
to the White House about the real life
dangers of fake news on the internet.
Monday, White House spokesman
Josh Earnest, asked about the shooting,
said, “There’s no denying the corrosive
effect that some of these false reports
have had on our political debate, and
that’s concerning in a political context.
It’s deeply troubling that some of those
false reports could lead to violence.”
Edgar Maddison Welch, 28 of Salisbury, N. C., was arrested Sunday afternoon outside the popular eatery in an
affluent neighborhood of the nation’s
capital, police said. At his initial appearance Monday in D.C. Superior Court,
Welch was ordered held pending a hearing scheduled for Thursday. The public
defender he was assigned didn’t immediately respond to an email seeking comment.
Court records made public Monday
state Welch fired an AR-15 assault rifle
multiple times inside the restaurant but
later walked out with his hands up and
unarmed, leaving his weapons inside. He
told police “he had read online that the
Comet restaurant was harboring child sex
slaves and that he wanted to see for himself if they were there.” He said he “was
armed to help rescue them” and “surrendered peacefully when he found no evidence that underage children were being
harbored in the restaurant.”
Welch was charged on multiple counts,
including assault with a dangerous weapon. Authorities recovered the AR-15 assault rifle and a handgun from the restaurant, court paperwork said. Police said an
additional weapon was recovered from
his vehicle.
Holtorf described Welch as “a well-educated man” and “not a conspiracy nut,”
saying he would talk about his daughters
and how proud he was of them.
The precise origins of the conspiracy
theory Welch said he went to investigate
are murky, though it seems to have started gaining momentum in the week before
the election. Some elements trace back
to hacked emails from Clinton Chief of
Staff John Podesta that were released by
Wikileaks that refer to pizza parties, with
online commentators speculating that
“pizza party” is a code word for something more nefarious. By Nov. 3, Comet
Ping Pong – so named because patrons
can play ping pong on tables in the back
of restaurant – had been pulled into the
conspiracy.
“Let me state unequivocally: These
stories are completely and entirely false,
and there is no basis in fact to any of them.
What happened today demonstrates that
promoting false and reckless conspiracy
theories comes with consequences,”
Comet’s owner, James Alefantis, said in
a statement Sunday night.
At least one person who isn’t ready to
give up on the conspiracy theory is prominently connected to Trump’s transition
team. Michael Flynn Jr. is an adviser to
his father, Michael Flynn, whom Trump
selected to serve as national security adviser. Flynn Jr. has sent numerous posts
on Twitter about the Pizzagate conspiracy
theories. Flynn Jr., who has accompanied
his father to presidential transition meetings inside Trump Tower and lists the
presidential transition website as part of
his Twitter bio, tweeted Sunday night
that, “Until #Pizzagate proven to be false,
it’ll remain a story.”
Trump’s team had no immediate response to questions about the conspiracy
theory or the younger Flynn’s role in the
presidential transition.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
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LEGAL

Depository Bid

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Depository bids for 2017 and 2018 will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi on January 10, 2017 at 3:30 pm at the City Hall, 219
South President Street. Please submit original and two (2) copies of
sealed bids, marked “Depository Bid” to the following address prior to or
on January 10, 2017.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PUBLIC MEETING SET FOR
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016 AT 6:00 P.M., IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 IS HEREBY SCHEDULED TO DISCUSS
CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR CERTAIN PRECINCTS IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING:

City of Jackson, Mississippi
Attention: City Clerk
219 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Depository bids must be submitted in compliance with Mississippi Code
Section 27-105-315 and related Mississippi Code Sections 27-105-5 and
27-105-9.

Depository bid specifications may be received by contacting the City of
Jackson, Mississippi as follows:

Department of Administration
Attention: Felicia Young
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201
Telephone (601) 960-2005
12/1/2016, 12/8/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Advertisement for RFPs
RFP 2016-12 - Network Switches for Elementary Schools
RFP 2016-13 - Uninterruptable Power Supplies (UPS)
for IDFs at Elementary Schools
RFP 2016-14 - Wireless Access Points & Installation
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfps will be received
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until
2:00 p.m. (Local Prevailing Time) January 17, 2017, at which time and
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities,
and to withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened. Proposal forms and detailed
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@
jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked
up at the above address or downloaded from our Jackson Public School
District website at HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.
jackson.k12.ms.us.
12/8/2016, 12/15/2016

LEGAL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
SERVICES FOR A FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE CONSULTANT
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT # 010-17
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals
(“Proposal”) from government relations consultants (“Consultant”) with
experience in the field of aviation, specifically airport operations, management, and development to represent JMAA with federal governing
entities, industry trade associations, and key members of the aviation
industry (“Services”).
The successful Respondent must have thorough knowledge of the legislative and regulatory process as they support and impact the commercial,
general and military aviation industries. The successful Respondent will
have an established office in the Washington, District of Columbia metropolitan area to ensure continued access to governmental and industry
representatives. Respondents must be registered with the Secretary of
the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives.
JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of
JMAA, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers
International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208,
until 3:00 p.m. central time on January 11, 2017 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request
for Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the
RFP, General Information for Respondents, Information Required from
Respondents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain
a copy of the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms.
Robin Byrd, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com
or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/
12/8/2016

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!
Unique Dedicated Fleet!
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, Full Benefits!
1yr Class-A CDL Call: 1-855-856-7985
12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/28/2016

Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #75 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #3. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)
Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #87 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #3. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #12 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #2. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #94A located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #4.
(Moore, Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #50 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #1. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #94B located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #4.
(Moore, Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #52 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #5. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #95 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #4. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #67 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #3. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the
Jackson City council on September 4, 2012, by changing the polling place
for precinct #97 located within Hinds County, Mississippi District #5. (Moore,
Hendrix) (10/18/16)

Ordinance amending decennial redistricting ordinance approved by the

12/8/2016

Subscribe or make a gift of a
one-year subscription to
The Mississippi Link and
receive a 25 percent discount
during this holiday season.
Call 601 968-368-8481
to place your order.

Happy
Holidays

Crossword Solution

Cryptogram Solution

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: Sign-On Bonus & Paid Orientation!
Low-cost Insurance, Holiday & Vacation
Pay, 401k, CDL Class-A Call to start your
career with Averitt: 855-779-2818
12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/28/2016
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The Mississippi Link
Discount Gun Safe
Liberty $799

SAFE SALE!
Home Security & Fire Protection

Discount Gun Safe
2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$

799 while supplies last!

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

SAFE SALE!

Home Security & Fire Protection
Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY

Discount Gun Safe

but I’m never alone.

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636
Old Brandon
Rd. ®
I have
Life Alert.
Pearl, MS 39208
601-939-8233

SPECIAL PROMOTION
CN24 Deluxe (24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves

$

799 while supplies last!

AS SEEN ON

TV

®

Many More Safe Models At
Discounted Prices!

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368
Over 100 Safes In Stock For This Sales Event!

Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
THE HIGHEST FIRE RATINGS IN THE INDUSTRY
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!
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J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
PASS
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
3.792 x 4
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St
(Downtown Jackson)
MediaBids
- Life Alert
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERALI Live Alone BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
COMMUNITY MART
2855 McDowell Rd
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERALHome Security & Fire
FRYER
LANE GROCERY
Protection
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
Protect Your Valuables for Your Family’s Future with
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
THEDrive
HIGHEST
FIRE RATINGS
INDUSTRY
Northside
and Flagg
Chapel IN THE
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PASS
LIBERTY
BANK Gun
AND TRUST
Discount
Safe
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
3.792
x4
Store!
2325 Mississippi’s
LivingstonLargest
Rd. Safe
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
2636 Old
Brandon Rd.
MCDADE’S
MARKET
K & K ONE STOP
NorthsidePearl,
DriveMS 39208
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
601-939-8233
MCDADE’S
MARKET #2
LACY’S INSURANCE
653 Duling
Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SPECIAL
PROMOTION
PICADILLY
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
CN24 DeluxeCAFETERIA
(24 Gun) Electronic Lock,
Jackson Medical Mall
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Door Panel for Pistols and Shelves
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
SHELL$ FOOD MART
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
while supplies last!
5492 Watkins Drive
ManyMEDICINE
More Safe Models At
SPORTS
B Y R A M
Discounted Prices!
Fortification
and
I-55
DOLLAR GENERAL
Over 100 Safes
In Stock
For This Sales Event!
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

SAFE SALE!

799

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Sale Prices Good While Supplies Last!

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

48 Web
3.556 x 4

housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639
AS SEEN ON

TV

Make the Mississippi Children’s Museum

YOUR NEW HOLIDAY TRADITION!

For lights
a FREE
brochure call:
music snow performances
•

1-800-513-0368
traditions around the world • visits from santa

sponsored by

Mississippi Forestry Association

www.mschildrensmuseum.org
601.981.5469 • Jackson, MS
This project is partially funded through a grant by Visit Jackson.

48 Web
3.556 x 4

3.792 x 6

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Services-Medical

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only
4.8 pounds and FAA approved for air
travel! May be covered by medicare.
Call for FREE info kit: 888-964-0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

Services-General

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
DECEMBER 2016
(FREE!) AS SEEN
with
Choice All-Included
ON
®
ABSOLUTE AUTO AUCTION - Package. $60/mo for 24 months. No
Make the Mississippi Children’s Museum
December 10. Fulton Auto Auction. 405 upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
YOUR
HOLIDAY
next dayTRADITION!
installation! 1- 800-215E. Main St., Fulton,
OpenNEW
to about
ForMSa 38843.
FREE
brochure
call:
lights • music
• snow • performances
the Public. Sells where is, as is. Pre-regis- 6713
traditions around the world • visits from santa
ter at 662-862-7374. For complete
list
Services-General
and more info visit our web site at
sponsored by
www.fultonautoauction.com.
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
Computers
(where
available). FREE Streaming. FREE
www.mschildrensmuseum.org
Install
(up
to 6 rooms.)
FREE HD-DVR.
COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
601.981.5469 • Jackson,
MS
CALL
1-800-319-2526.
lost data, hardware or software
This project is partially funded through a grant by Visit Jackson.
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7 ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCT OR
46 Web
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and SERVICE STATEWIDE in Mississippi
3.33 x 4
1
11/15/16 Press
1:44 PM
by calling Mississippi
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583- newspapers
Services
at
601-981-3060.
0945

TV

1-800-513-0368
Mississippi Forestry Association

Employment- General
ENTRY LEVEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR CAREER. Get Trained - Get
Certified - Get Hired! Bulldozers,
Backhoes and Excavators. Immediate lifetime job placement. VA benefits. 1-866362-6497.
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

75% of Mississippians read a
Newspaper online or in print weekly!
Double your impact with a business ad in
NEWSPAPERS running both in print and online.
Digital Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites
750,000 Impressions @ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month

Mississippi Press Services
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link
3.792 x 6

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

Miscellaneous

Auto Auction

DECEMBER 2016

•

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

46 Web

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

•

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

To Place
3.33 xYour
4 Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

Adoption
butCONSIDERING
I’m never alone.
PREGNANT?
ADOP®
I
have
Alert.
TION? Call us first.Life
Living
expenses,

®

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

please call: 601-896-0084

SHOUT
OUT!

Services-Legal

3.556 x 6
DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHILDREN, $125. Includes name change
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-7337165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

Services-Medical

DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. $500 $1,000 Incentive Bonus. No Out of A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get Your CDL in 22 largest senior living referral service.
Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available. Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899-1293 EOE. Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
75% of Mississippians
1-800-514-5471. read a
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
Newspaper
online
or in
print
weekly!
PAIN?
Back
or joint pain,
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained CHRONIC
arthritis?
Recent
Medicare
/
health
Double
your
impact
with
a
business
ad
in coverand Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
age
changes
may
benefit
you!
Products
OTR! GUARANTEED NEWSPAPERS
HOME EVERY running both in print and online.
are
little
to
NO
COST,
if
qualified.
FREE
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
Shipping.
Accredited
Pain
Specialists.
Ads Delivered Statewide on Premium Newspaper Web Sites Call
$55k - $60k. Call today.Digital
1-888-5401-800-307-7855.
750,000 Impressions
@ $1.99 cpm = $1499 for 1 Month
7364.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offerPress Services
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATF o r S a l Mississippi
e
Contact Sue Hicks: 601-981-3060
or shicks@mspress.org
TERIES for Life!
Call to start your free
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your trial! 855-701-0210
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery, GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800- brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
231-8360. www.pews1.com
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-8003.556 x 6
971-0493

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!
To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.
STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of December 4, 2016
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Grambling’s second half comeback tops
Alcorn 27-20 in SWAC Championship
Alcornsports.com/news
HOUSTON – In a tale of two
halves, the Alcorn State University football program jumped out
to a 17-0 lead at the intermission, but Grambling State came
back to take a 27-20 decision in
the SWAC Championship game
Dec. 3 at NRG Stadium.
At halftime, the Braves (5-6,
5-4 SWAC) held an edge of 327
to 163 in total yards and 21:21
to 8:39 in time of possession.
However, the Tigers (11-1, 9-0
SWAC) were able to flip the
script in the second half and outgained Alcorn 249 to 121 in total
yards and 17:17 to 12:43 in time
of possession.
Junior
De’Lance Turner
rushed for 129 yards, the second-most in his career in a single
game, and a touchdown. He also
caught a pass for 57 yards. Junior Lenorris Footman threw for
259 yards and rushed for a score.
Footman spread the ball
around and completed four passes to junior Norlando Veals for
86 yards. He also connected with
senior Collins Moore four times
for 45 yards, and junior Jalen
Walker twice for 45 yards.
Defensively, the Braves were
led by senior Darien Anderson
who had 11 tackles. The AllConference First-Team selection
also recorded one of Alcorn’s
eight sacks in the contest. Fellow All-Conference First-Team
honoree Eric Foster notched
seven tackles, two tackles for a
loss and a sack. Senior Michael

Hurns, who was named to the
All-Conference Second-Team,
posted six tackles and a pair of
sacks.
The Tigers were guided by
Martez Carter who ran for 136
yards and a touchdown. Devante
Kincade finished with 237 passing yards and a pair of touchdowns. On defense, De’Arius
Christmas ended with 12 tackles
while Arkez Cooper had 10.
Play-By-Play Summary
On Alcorn’s opening drive, it
elected to punt on fourth-andone in its own territory, but the
Tigers jumped off-sides which
gave the Braves a fresh set of
downs. Alcorn made its way to
midfield after a catch by Moore,
but had to bring out the punting
unit again as senior Haiden McCraney pinned Grambling at its
own 18-yard line.
On the ensuing drive, the Tigers got to the Alcorn 23-yard

line after a 49-yard rush by Jestin Kelly through the middle.
Grambling tried to run it again
but junior O.J. O’Neal forced a
fumble and Anderson made the
recovery to end the threat.
The Braves cashed in on the
turnover as Footman scrambled
15-yards to the left for the touchdown. The score was set up by a
57-yard pass to Turner as Footman rolled out to the right and
passed back across his body to
the left where Turner was wide
open and rushed about 40 yards
down the sideline.
On Alcorn’s next drive, a 15yard facemask on the Tigers,
followed by consecutive rushes
by junior Silas Spearman got
the Braves into Grambling’s territory at the 35-yard line. The
Braves were then looking at a
fourth-and-five on the 30-yard
line when they decided to go
for it, and they completed a 16-

yard pass to Veals to move the
chains. On the 14th play of the
drive, Alcorn settled for a 27yard field goal and it was good
by McCraney to put the Braves
up 10-0 with 11:56 left in the
second quarter.
After a three-and-out by the
Alcorn defense, the Braves
scored on the very first play
as Turner broke loose for a
69-yarder to increase the lead to
17-0 with 10:44 remaining in the
half. Turner broke a tackle and
then out-ran the Grambling secondary down the left sideline.
Right before the end of the
half, the Braves attempted a
40-yard field goal, but it was no
good as the Braves took their
17-0 edge into the locker room.
The Tigers opened the second
half with a big kick return all the
way out to the Alcorn 25-yard
line. After a sack by senior Stacey Garner, Grambling was situ-

ated with a 4th-and-14 but threw
a deep ball over the middle
which was caught for a 29-yard
touchdown by Verlan Hunter.
Grambling further cut into the
deficit 17-14 on its next drive.
The Tigers used passes of 33 and
31 yards, respectively to move to
the Alcorn one-yard line. Grambling scored on a one-yard rush
by Lyndemiam Brooks.
Near the end of the third quarter, the Braves were threatening
at the Grambling 30-yard line
after a first down catch by Veals,
but Grambling registered a sack
and fumble to change the possession.
On the following series, the
Tigers faced a 3rd-and-19 when
senior Michael Brooks recorded
a sack but was called for a 15yard horse collar penalty which
moved the ball from the Grambling 32 to the Alcorn 41. The
Tigers got to the Alcorn 26, but

a sack by Hurns on third down
pushed them out of field goal
range as Grambling had to punt.
The Braves started their next
drive with a 22-yard pass to
Veals. Back-to-back 13-yard
rushes by junior Arron Baker
moved the ball to the GSU 25.
Alcorn pushed its lead up to 2014 after McCraney snuck a 41yard field goal inside the post
with 9:46 remaining in the game.
Grambling answered with a
six-play, 62-yard drive that was
capped by an awkward scoring
play. Kincade completed a 26yard pass to Carter who fumbled
inside the five-yard line but the
ball popped right into the hands
of Dominique Leake in the end
zone for a touchdown. The extra
point was blocked as the score
was tied 20-20 at the 7:25 mark.
The Tigers took their first lead
of the game 27-20 on a 31-yard
rush by Carter with 3:38 to go.
Carter had rushes of 31, 22 and
15 yards on the drive.
The Braves took over with
3:34 remaining, but on 2ndand-20 Footman’s pass was
tipped and intercepted by Grambling’s Jameel Jackson near midfield.
Alcorn had one last chance as
it took over at its own 12-yard
line with 1:18 left but no timeouts. After a trio of short gains,
Footman connected with Walker
at the Grambling 33-yard line
with one second left. Footman’s
hail mary attempt fell incomplete along the right side of the
end zone on the final play.

2017 U.S. Army Player of the Year finalist

Six of the nation’s best make the final list for high school football’s biggest individual award
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The U.S. Army All-American
Bowl Selection Committee recently announced its list of six
finalists for the prestigious U.S.
Army Player of the Year Award.
The award is given annually to
the nation’s most outstanding
high school senior football player, and is the most prestigious
individual award given in high
school football.
The U.S. Army Player of the
Year will be recognized during
the U.S. Army All-American
Bowl Awards Show Jan. 6, 2017
in San Antonio, Texas.
“The six Player of the Year
finalists are a diverse group of
student-athletes with unique
strengths and talents, much like

Cam Akers, RB, Clinton H.S., among Army Player of the Year finalists
the Soldiers who make up our
Army team,” said Mark S. Davis,
deputy assistant secretary of the
Army for marketing. “We congratulate these six finalists and
look forward to the winner’s announcement on Jan. 6 during the
U.S. Army All-American Bowl
Awards Show.”
The 2017 U.S. Army Player of

the Year finalists, in alphabetical
order, are:
Cam Akers | RB | Clinton, MS |
Clinton High School
Eno Benjamin | RB | Wylie, TX
| Wylie East High School
Najee Harris | RB | Antioch,
CA | Antioch High School
Richard LeCounte | DB | Riceboro, GA | Liberty County High

School
Tate Martell | QB | Las Vegas, NV | Bishop Gorman High
School
Jaelan Phillips | DL | Redlands,
CA | Redlands East Valley High
School
The selection process began
this fall as players were evaluated
by the U.S. Army All-American
Bowl Selection Committee – consisting of All American Games
and its official selection partner,
247Sports – and by coaches from
across the country.
Past U.S. Army Player of the
Year Award winners include Kevin Jones (2001), Lorenzo Booker
(2002), Adrian Peterson (2004),
Jimmy Clausen (2007), Terrelle
Pryor Sr. (2008), Dorial Green-

Beckham (2012), Elijah Hood
(2014), Martez Ivey (2015), and
Jacob Eason (2016).
For 17 consecutive years, the
U.S. Army All-American Bowl
has been the nation’s premier
high school sporting event, serving as the preeminent launching
pad for America’s future college
and NFL stars.
Odell Beckham Jr., Andrew
Luck, Patrick Peterson, Adrian
Peterson, Ezekiel Elliott, and
Christian McCaffrey made their
national debuts as U.S. Army AllAmericans. A total of 330 U.S.
Army All-American Bowl alumni have been selected in NFL
Drafts. The 2016 U.S. Army AllAmerican Bowl drew a crowd of
39,121 to the Alamodome and

was watched by more than 4 million unique viewers across the
country.
The U.S. Army All-American Bowl presented by American Family Insurance is owned
and produced by All American
Games, a New Jersey-based
sports marketing and event management company.
For more information on the
U.S. Army All-American Bowl
and its related events visit usarmyallamericanbowl.com,
goarmy.com/events/aab, and allamericangames.com. Connect
with all #ArmyBowl activity at
fb.com/ArmyAllAmerican, or at
the official Twitter (@ArmyAllAmerican) and Instagram (@
armyallamericanbowl) accounts.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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U.S. health care tab
Players: Kerr’s
marijuana admission hits $3.2T; fastest
could spark dialogue growth in 8 years
By Janie Mccauley
AP Sports Writer

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. – David
West has undergone four surgeries in his long NBA career: left
knee, right elbow and right foot
twice to fix a couple of toes.
“I don’t even like saying all
that,” he said.
So, yes, just like his coach who
tried medicinal marijuana to get
some relief, West knows real
pain. Draymond Green has never
needed an operation – he knocks
on a table not once but twice as to
not jinx himself – yet he considers that the option of using marijuana “makes a lot of sense.”
“I’m always struck every time
I’m home on the couch watching a sporting event, some drug
commercial comes on, they show
these happy people jumping in a
lake, rowing a boat, then you just
wait for the qualifier,” Warriors
coach Steve Kerr said a day after
revealing he tried marijuana for
severe back pain . “Side effects
include suicidal thoughts and
possible death. And you’re like,
this is insane. Insane.”
Kerr’s players believe his
voice can go far in starting a serious, thoughtful dialogue in professional sports regarding pot use
for pain relief.
“You look at something that
comes from the Earth. Any vegetable that comes from the Earth,
they encourage you to eat it,”
Green said at shootaround Saturday. “It does make a little sense
as opposed to giving someone a
manufactured pill. If something
takes your pain away like some
of these pills do, it can’t be all
good for you. ... He talked about
Vicodin. Toradal, you can be
completely hurting and then take
a Toradal shot and go through a
game and feel nothing. Is that really good for you over the course
of time? I doubt it.”
The reigning NBA Coach of
the Year acknowledged he tried
marijuana twice in the past 18
months while dealing with debil-

WASHINGTON – The nation’s health care tab grew at
the fastest rate in eight years
in 2015, driven by the coverage expansion in President
Barack Obama’s law and by
costly prescription drugs, the
government said Dec. 2.
The growth of 5.8 percent
in 2015 boosted total health
care spending to $3.2 trillion.
That’s an average of $9,990
per person, although the vast
share of that money is spent
caring for the sickest patients.
Health spending grew about
2 percentage points faster than
the overall economy in 2015,
said the report from nonpartisan economic experts at the
Department of Health and Human Services. That’s a problem because it makes it harder
for government programs,
employers, and individuals to
afford the level of health care
that Americans are used to
having.
The report was disappointing news for the outgoing
Obama administration, which
had enjoyed a long stretch of
historically low increases in
health care spending, and had
sought to credit its 2010 health
care overhaul for taming costs.
It’s a reality check for President-elect Donald Trump, who
did not focus much on health
care during his campaign and
implied that problems could
be easily fixed.
In a milestone for data-

In this Oct. 25 photo, Golden State Warriors coach Steve Kerr reacts
during the team’s NBA basketball game against the San Antonio Spurs
in Oakland, Calif. Kerr, the reigning NBA Coach of the Year, acknowledged he tried marijuana twice in the past 18 months while dealing
with debilitating back pain.AP PHOTO/BEN MARGOT, FILE
itating back pain that still affects
him this season.
“First, I’m disappointed it
didn’t work. I really wanted
some relief and I didn’t get it.
Having done the research it was
well worth a try,” Kerr said Saturday.
“You can see it with our country, our country is starting to
wisen up on the medicinal marijuana side. I hope we can wisen
up on the prescription drug side.
That’s scary stuff and it’s really
not talked about often enough.”
Kerr told Comcast SportsNet
Bay Area’s Warriors Insider Podcast with Monte Poole Friday
that he used medicinal marijuana
but it didn’t help – and painkillers
have often been worse.
Saturday, Kerr said he was surprised how a serious conversation
about pain relief “turns into the
headline ‘Kerr smokes pot.’”
“I’m actually kind of glad it
became an issue because I think
it’s a very important issue to talk
about, having gone through a
tough spell over the last year with
my own recovery back surgery, a
lot of pain, chronic pain,” he said.
“...The issue that’s really important is how do we do what’s best
for the players? But I understand
that it’s a perception issue around
the country and the NFL, NBA,
it’s a business, so you don’t want
your customers thinking, ‘These

guys are a bunch of pot heads.’
That’s what it is. But to me it’s
only a matter of time before medicinal marijuana is allowed in
sports leagues because the education will overwhelm the perception.”
California was the first state to
embrace legal, medicinal marijuana two decades ago. Twentyeight states and Washington,
D.C., now allow marijuana for
medical or recreational purposes.
The 51-year-old Kerr missed
the first 43 games last season and
the team’s record 24-0 start while
on a leave of absence following
complications from two back
surgeries. A spinal fluid leak led
to terrible headaches, nausea and
neck pain among other symptoms that left him feeling frustrated and down.
Kerr noted, “athletes everywhere are prescribed Vicodin
like it’s vitamin C, like it’s no big
deal.”
“I think the league should look
into medicinal marijuana for pain
relief ... that’s what should be in
the CBA,” Kerr said.
Green and West believe change
can happen, that over time people
might become more open-minded when the person speaking up
is someone like Kerr, who was
selected the Western Conference
Coach of the Month for November.

watchers, the report found
that the federal government
became the largest payer for
health care in 2015. Washington accounted for 29 percent of overall spending. That
was followed by households
(28 percent), businesses (20
percent), and state and local
governments (17 percent). In
doing the analysis, the HHS
experts count the employee
share of premiums for jobbased insurance as spending
by households.
Spending by private health
insurance plans increased
by 7.2 percent in 2015, and
Medicaid spending grew by
9.7 percent. In both cases, the
health care law was a driver.
Nine million people had private insurance through the
health care law’s subsidized
markets, and nearly ten million had Medicaid coverage as
a result of the law. Increases
in Medicaid spending will be
a problem for states. Starting
next year, states that expanded
the program under the health
law must gradually pick up a
share of the costs.
Spending on prescription
drugs dispensed through pharmacies increased by 9 percent
in 2015. Although that rate of
growth was less than in 2014,
the report said drug spending
grew faster any other category,
including hospitals and doctors. It wasn’t only pricey new
drugs for hepatitis C infection
driving the trend, but also new
cancer drugs and price in-

creases for older brand-name
and generic drugs.
Medicare was a bright spot
in the report, growing only by
4.5 percent, despite roughly
10,000 baby boomers a day
reaching eligibility age. Calculated on a per-beneficiary
basis, Medicare spending
grew by just 1.7 percent.
Former White House official Ezekiel Emanuel said
that’s partly due to the Obama
administration’s stewardship.
Not only did the health care
law cut payments to service
providers, it set into motion
a series of initiatives that aim
to reward quality, improve coordination and penalize poor
performance.
Republicans would be foolish to sweep away Obama’s
Medicare changes, Emanuel
said. “In the long term, the
only way we get rate of increase down is by experimenting with alternative payment
models,” he said. “We need to
push harder and harder.”
Still, there seems to be little
to cheer about as health care
costs start to accelerate. Two
of the major brakes on costs in
the Obama health care law – a
Medicare spending board and
a tax on high-priced insurance
plans – are in limbo and likely
to be repealed if ascendant
Republicans follow through
on their promises. It’s unclear
whether the GOP has better
ideas, and even more uncertain whether Democrats would
support them.

Goals missed on
obesity, food poisoning,
despite Gov’t push
By Mike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer
NEW YORK – Progress
in the U.S. against obesity,
food poisoning, and infections spread in hospitals has
been uneven and disappointing, despite dedicated efforts
to fight these health threats by
the nation’s top public health
agency.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention issued
a frank self-assessment Dec.
5 of its campaign to focus on
certain health problems, an
effort it called “winnable battles.” While there have been
clear successes in areas like
smoking and teen pregnancy,
other areas have seen little
change or even gotten worse.
Particularly disappointing
is the battle against childhood
obesity, said Dr. Tom Frieden,
the CDC’s director.
“The data speak for themselves,” Frieden said of the
obesity statistics. “If you look
for the goal we set for ourselves, and look at what happened, we didn’t achieve it.”
Frieden set a list of priorities he called “winnable
battles” shortly after he was
named to lead the CDC in
2009. The list included smoking, AIDS, obesity and nutrition, teen pregnancy, auto
injuries and health care infections. It later grew to include
food poisoning.
The agency released what
it described as its third and
final report card on the cam-

paign. Frieden is expected to
leave office next month, as the
Trump administration takes
control of federal agencies
and appoints its own administrators.
The most clear-cut progress was in cigarette smoking and teen pregnancy. Last
year, national goals were met
for reducing adult smoking
by more than 17 percent, and
youth smoking by 12 percent.
The goal of cutting the teen
birth rate by 20 percent was
also met.
Critics argued that those
were relatively easy goals smoking and teen pregnancy
rates were already trending
down before Frieden arrived.
But Frieden argued that the
goals his agency set were ambitious and never assured.
Another goal once considered within easy reach was the
reduction of car crash deaths
by 31 percent by 2015. Earlier
in this decade those deaths
were plummeting and the goal
seemed well within reach. But
crash deaths only fell 21 percent because of a recent uptick, which many attribute to
distracted driving.
The report card also found:
• Disappointing results in
meeting two food safety goals.
Rates of illness from harmful
E. coli bacteria dropped, but
didn’t reach the goal of a 29
percent reduction goal. And
illness rates from salmonella
increased.
• Mixed progress on cut-

ting down infections spread
in hospitals and medical clinics. Three kinds of infections
declined. They haven’t yet hit
target levels, but there’s some
hope they will when more
data are available. And rates
for certain urinary tract infections didn’t fall at all.
• Inability reduce the number of new HIV cases by 25
percent. The number of new
cases fell by 18 percent.
• Failure to reduce obesity
rates for toddlers and older
children. Instead, the rate
grew slightly, to more than 17
percent.
Despite the mixed grades
in the CDC’s report card on
itself, some experts applauded
CDC efforts, saying the agency had only limited abilities to
prevent illness or stop people
from doing things that hurt
their own health.
“I think, to CDC’s credit,
they picked a broad range of
public health challenges and
they set the bar high enough
that they could not automatically declare success at the
end of an administration,”
said Jeff Levi, a George
Washington University professor of health management
and policy.
The Atlanta-based CDC
has an annual budget of more
than $13 billion and a staff of
more than 15,000. Much of its
funding is distributed to state
and local health departments,
and many of them follow the
CDC’s agenda-setting lead.
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BOOK REVIEW:

“BRIEF HISTORIES OF
EVERYDAY OBJECTS”
ANDY WARNER
C.2016, PICADOR
$20.00 / $28.00 CANADA • 209 PAGES

BY

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Imagine the first person who
created a toothbrush.
Better yet – imagine life before a toothbrush. Think about it:
getting your mouth minty-fresh
wasn’t exactly easy with twigs
or rags. Same things with clean
hair, unspoiled leftovers, unsmelly bathrooms, or cool gamepieces, as you’ll see in “Brief
Histories of Everyday Objects”
by Andy Warner.
Scientists say you do your best
thinking in the shower.
That’s where Andy Warner

was on the morning he was trying to “come up with an idea for
a comic.” Sadly, there wasn’t
much story in a showerhead, but
his toothbrush turned out to be
a pretty interesting thing. It also
opened the door to more.
Take, for instance, shampoo.
Yes, people washed their hair
prior to the 1860s but Sarah
Breedlove saw a special need
for special hair formula. Prior
to Breedlove’s hair-care products, African-American women
used goose fat to tame their
locks. Breedlove’s concoction, it
should go without saying, was a

whole lot better product.
Or how about shaving: King
Gillette (his real first name, not a
British title) made a fortune, but
not from razors. He sold those at
a loss but got rich from the disposable blades that went inside
those razors. Genius marketing,
no?
The toilet you used this morning got its start in the 12th century in Baghdad. Kitty litter began
as a place for hens to lay their
eggs. The guy who invented the
modern safety pin sold the idea
for a lousy $400. Six-sided dice
are ancient things, at least 5,000

Film Review

Believe
Cash-strapped businessman touched by homeless
boy in heartwarming, holiday morality play

By Kam Williams
Columnist
It’s late November in Grundy, Virginia, a tiny town
whose economy revolves around Peyton Automotive,
a family business inherited by Matthew Peyton (Ryan
O’Quinn) from his late grandfather. Because the company
has fallen on hard times in recent days, the overwhelmed
CEO is considering cancelling the annual Christmas pageant the corporation has sponsored since the Seventies.
In fact, Matthew finds himself being pressured by his
financial advisor, Albert Bagley (Kevin Sizemore) either
to lay off or lower the salaries of some of his 115 employees. Needless to say, the prospect of cutbacks doesn’t sit
well with union rep Bob Alexander (James C. Burns) who
proceeds to call for a strike.
Matthew, in turn, testifies before Grundy’s City Council
that he can no longer afford to stage the holiday festival
because the funds in the trust have been totally exhausted.
Trouble is, his grandfather’s specifically stipulated in his
will that Peyton Automotive must continue the tradition.
Nevertheless, Matthew asserts that the business has
been losing money for a couple of years and that, given
the situation, he has no choice but to shut it down. Meanwhile, he’s warned by the Mayor (Lance E. Nichols),
“You keep going in this direction, you will get crucified.”
Soon enough, Matthew finds himself the victim of escalating violence. First his BMW is egged and has a tire
slashed, before being torched entirely. Then, he’s beaten
to within an inch of his life and left for dead by a gang of
union goons.
Coming to his rescue is a most unlikely hero, a precocious homeless kid named CJ Joseph (Issac Ryan Brown).
CJ and his mom Sharon (Danielle Nicolet) nurse Matthew
back to health while giving him a priceless lesson about
what really matters most in life.
For, despite their dire circumstances, the Josephs both
fervently believe that better days are coming. “I wish I
had that kind of faith,” Matthew admits. Upon recovering,
the grateful heir informs Sharon and son that “You took
care of me, now I’ll take care of you.”
That is the point of departure of Believe, a modern morality play marking the feature film directorial debut of
Billy Dickson. Although the picture is ostensibly aimed
at the Christian demographic, it has a complicated enough
storyline, including a love triangle and intriguing plot
twists, to appeal to more than merely Bible-thumping
Evangelicals.
A thought-provoking parable as entertaining as it is a
message movie.
Very Good (3 stars)
Rated PG for violence, mature themes and mild epithets.
Running time: 118 minutes
Distributor: Power of 3
To see a trailer for Believe, visit: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=GrStET8MEf0
Kam Williams can be reached at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. U.S. Air Force
5. Despot
9. Cagey
11. Air (prefix)
12. Strange
13. As previously cited
14. Knock
15. Carbon oxide
17. Compass point
18. Maliciousness
20. Light-haired people
22. Murmur
23. Southeast
24. Pop (plr.)
27. Voiced
29. Partially frozen drink
31. Tiny spider
32. Chest
33. Pine
34. Left

DOWN
1. Drug doer
2. Popular stadium
3. Retired persons association (abbr.)
4. Friday (abbr.)
5. Thai
6. Three masted Mediterranean boat
7. Mutiny
8. Traveled by car
10. Nuts
16. Elder
18. Jackson City locale
19. State of being
20. Kind of acid
21. Averse
22. Unconsciousness
24. Unsullied
25. Association (abbr.)
26. Ruined
28. Downwind
30. Down

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Jimmie Johnson (NASCAR)

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

years old; dominoes, as Warner
points out, are basically flat dice.
A German woman invented
coffee filters, but she had a string
of bad luck for the rest of her
life: because of war and more
war, she lost her factory twice.
The man who invented traffic lights was the son of former
slaves. When they were new,
ballpoint pens were considered
to be a luxury and sold for more
than $12 each.
Some fourteen million trees
become paper bags each year in
the U.S. And paper clips? They
were once a “show… of defi-

ance” against the Nazis.
The election is over. The semester’s almost finished. Even
the year is running out of time.
At the end of these (and your
day), you want something light
to relax with and “Brief Histories of Everyday Objects” is
perfect.
Who doesn’t like to read comics? Yep, that’s how author-artist
Andy Warner presents what
you’ll learn here: quick chapters of illustrated info, offered
in small bites of truth and funny
bits of created dialogue. We get
a good understanding of each

main subject, and a few followup factlets to sweeten the enjoyment of a book like this.
Be aware that, while Warner
admits in his introduction that
“Brief Histories of Everyday
Objects” is “as true as [he] could
get it,” some dubious factoids
might make you say, “Hmmm.”
Happily, there’s a bibliography
included, so go ahead and look
things up. That’s part of the appeal of this book. Fun like that
can’t be brushed away.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.
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Camilla Chinn Hampton Foundation
5th Annual Fashion Extravaganza
Benefitting the Blair E. Batson Hospital for Children
December 4 • Convention Center • Downton Jackson
PHOTOS BY FRANK WILSON
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piggly wiggly
December 7 - 13, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FAMILY PACK

NEW YORK
STRIP STEAKS
$ 99

5

KELLOGG'S
CEREALS
2 $

1

PER LB.

FAMILY PACK

99
PER LB.

SELECT VARIETIES

FRYER
WINGS
$ 99

PER LB.

PORK LOIN END
PORK CHOP

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

MARKET STYLE

BONELESS
PORK CUTLETS

SLICED
BACON

$ 59

$ 99

SAVE ON

COUNTRY PLEASIN

1

¢

OSCAR MAYER
BOLOGNA

2

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

WIENERS, BUN LENGTH OR
JUMBO, 16 OZ. PKG.

/5

3 $

/5

3 $

ASSORTED

ASSORTED FLAVORS

3

14 OZ.

$ 99

BRIGHT & EARLY
DRINKS

PILLSBURY
CAKE MIXES

8 PIECE DELI FRIED
CHICKEN BOX

$ 00

$ 00

$ 99

1

1

15.25 OZ. BOX

59 OZ. CTN.

5

2 BREAST, 4 LEGS, 2 WINGS

FRESH PRODUCE
CALIFORNIA ICEBERG

LETTUCE

99
HEAD

¢

LARGE IMPORTED

CANTALOUPES

/5
EACH

2 $

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

OSCAR MAYER

1 LB. PKG.

/5
12.2 - 14.7 OZ.

PER LB.

THICK OR LIGHT SLICED

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

FAMILY PACK

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

PACKED IN TRAY SLICING

TOMATOES

89
4 CT.

¢

IDAHO BAKING

POTATOES

59
PER LB.

¢

BORDEN AMERICAN YELLOW SLICED

/6
2$
/5
$ 00
1
2$
/4
2$
/4

SINGLES............................... 2 $
16 OZ. PKG.

PIGGLY WIGGLY SOUR

CREAM
......................................
24 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

BISCUITS

FLAKY BUTTER, BUTTERMILK,
TEXAS STYLE, 12 OZ. .....................
SELECT VARIETIES FRESH FROZEN

VEGETABLES
.................................
22- 28 OZ.

SELECT EGGO

WAFFLES
............................
10.9 - 14.8 OZ.

SELECT VARIETIES

RED BARON
PIZZAS OR
2$
SCRAMBLES
............................
8.8 - 11.72 OZ.

/5

MAYFIELD

ICE CREAM BARS
OR ....................................
SANDWICHES 2 $
6 PACK

/4

