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The deadline for people to 
sign up for health coverage 
under the Affordable Care 
Act, that starts on the first day 
of January 2014, is Dec. 23, 
2013.

The original enrollment 
deadline was Dec. 15, 2013. 
The Obama administration 
made the date change to give 
people more time to sign up 
for coverage that starts at the 
beginning of 2014. Consum-
ers must pay their first pre-
mium by Dec. 31 for their 
coverage to begin on Jan. 1.

The change applies only to 
the 36 states where consum-
ers are using HealthCare.
gov. According to HHS, the 

15 state-based insurance 
marketplaces can make their 
own decisions about the ini-
tial enrollment deadline. For 
example, California moved 
its deadline from Dec. 15 to 
Dec. 23 as well.

The Affordable Care Act 
requires most Americans to 
obtain some kind of insur-
ance coverage starting in 
2014 or pay a fine to the IRS. 
However, for the first year of 
the new law, consumers have 
until the end of March, when 
open enrollment on the new 
marketplaces closes, to get 
insured.

Consumers who fail to en-
roll by the end of open enroll-
ment will be subjected to a 
government fine.

Former Mississippi Gov. 
Bill Allain, a Democrat who 
appointed significant num-
bers of women and minori-
ties to government jobs and 
strengthened the executive 
branch by removing legisla-
tors from state boards, died 
Monday, Dec. 2, 2013. He 
was 85.

Tom Allain, a nephew, said 
the former governor died at 
St. Dominic Hospital in Jack-
son. A law associate, Louis 

Clifford, said Allain had been 
hospitalized for about two 
weeks with pneumonia. “His 
mind remained sharp to the 
end,” Clifford said. 

Allain, who grew up in 
Natchez, studied prelaw 
at the University of Notre 
Dame and earned his law de-
gree from the University of 
Mississippi.

Allain was governor Janu-
ary 1984 to January 1988, af-
ter serving a term as attorney 
general from 1980 to 1984. 

Hats off to you? A tip of the 
hat? No. It was Hats On! at 
the Central Mississippi Chap-
ter of National Coalition of 
100 Black Women Inc.’s an-
nual Holiday Top Hat Brunch 
Saturday, Nov. 30, 2013 at the 
Hilton Hotel.

The organization’s an-
nual holiday fundraiser was 
a festival of headdresses and 
entertainment with a bit of 
razzmatazz, a bit of pizzazz, 
and a whole lot of va va va 
voom as members and guests 
showed off flamboyant hats 

and style. Feathers, fur, vel-
vets, all colors of the rainbow 
and then some, any style of 
hat imaginable was on show.

For 22 years the Central 
Mississippi Chapter of the 
women’s coalition has held 
its brunch as a kickoff to 
the holiday season and as its 
premiere fundraiser for the 
$8,000 to $10,000 it gives in 
college scholarships annually 
and other community projects 
it works on.

Belinda Arnold Fields, 
president of the chapter, said 
she was pleased with the turn-
out and success of this year’s 

event. “The event was well 
promoted and well supported 
by the community. Everyone 
enjoyed the entertainment and 
fashions,” she said.

The National Coalition 
of 100 Black Women is a 
32-year-old organization that 
advocates on behalf of women 
of color through national and 
local actions and strategic al-
liances to promote leadership 
development and gender eq-
uity in areas of health, educa-
tion and economic empower-
ment. The Central Mississippi 
Chapter is 22 years old.

Coalition members and au-

dience members vied for best 
hat titles of First Lady, Diva, 
Kentucky Derby, Contessa, 
Jazmine and Jamaal, Enjoli 
and Sophisticated Gents.

You wouldn’t want to be sit-
ting behind Janice Dunkin, if 
she wore her big silver hat to 
church. You wouldn’t be able 
to see the preacher, the dea-
cons or the choir. Dunkin’s 
stunning hat about the size of 
an umbrella was named the 
overall winner and the Ken-

Emcees Othor Cain and Katrina Myricks join members of the Central Mississippi Chapter of National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc. Also joining them 
is photographer Jay Johnson (right) 
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In this June 30, 2004 file photo, former Gov. Bill Allain addresses 
a group of lawmakers, human service advocates and Medicaid 
recipients at the Capitol in Jackson. AP FIle Photo/RoGelIo V. SolIS
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He was the first Mississippi 
governor in modern times who 
could have run for a second 
consecutive term after the ban 
on gubernatorial succession 
was lifted in 1986. But he chose 
not to seek re-election.

After leaving office, Allain 
returned to private law practice 
and rarely participated in events 
with other former governors.

Before being elected attorney 
general, Allain worked 12 years 
on the attorney general’s staff 

and had a role in most of Mis-
sissippi’s major federal cases of 
the era. In 1962, his first year 
as an assistant attorney general, 
he represented the state as Gov. 
Ross Barnett tried to block 
James Meredith from enrolling 
as the first black student at the 
University of Mississippi.

Allain was among the first 
lawyers to represent the state 
in a prison crowding case and 
the Ayers college desegrega-
tion case, both dating from the 

1970s. As an assistant attorney 
general and in his private law 
practice, Allain built a network 
of acquaintances that helped 
him win the attorney general’s 
race in 1979.

He wouldn’t say which of his 
statewide jobs he preferred. “As 
attorney general, you get up in 
the morning and you drink cof-
fee and have breakfast and you 
go and you get your staff to-
gether and you say, ‘Who we 
going to give hell to today?’ 

And as governor you get up and 
do the same thing but your staff 
says, ‘Who’s giving us hell to-
day?’” Allain told the Associ-
ated Press in 2001.

Associates say Allain’s most 
significant contribution to pub-
lic policy was restructuring state 
government. Through work he 
started as attorney general and 
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Photo of the Week

Mayor Chokwe lumumba (center) with the city’s Police and Fire Departments’ first responders displaying official proclamations honoring 
them for their service. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

City of Jackson proclaims 
December 3 First Responders Day
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LEXINGTON - A novice cast and 
crew of 24 youth and three adults 
performed recently at J.J. McClain 
High School in the community stage 
play to raise awareness about the 
woes of teenage pregnancy.

The local production of “It Can 
Wait” captured the attention of the 
audience of about 200, many giving 
the performances a “thumbs up.” Al-
though declining nationally, Missis-
sippi still leads the nation in the high 
rate of teenage pregnancy.

Produced by the Community Stu-
dents Learning Center’s Develop-
ing Resilience by Education in Ab-
stinence in Mississippi (DREAM) 
program and written and directed by 
Kendra Nash Smith, the play “sent a 
powerful warning to teens about the 
importance of abstinence.” 

Youth coordinator Dr. Margie 
Dean of sponsoring church St. Paul 
of God in Christ said, “The play was 
really what our church’s youth and 
adults should have seen. It was good 
for our entire community. At our 
church, we teach abstinence.

“We teach our youth sex by God’s 
way and try to help them understand 
all the possible practical repercus-
sions when it is not done God’s way. 
We are thankful for this play to come 
to our city. It brought to reality what 
we want our youth to understand. 
The youth attending unanimously 
agreed that it made a profound im-
pression on their thought process.” 
Elder William Dean Jr. is the pastor 
at St. Paul.

Janet Anderson Clark of Mt. Ol-
ive M.B. Church said the play was 
a great way of sending the message 
about the hardships of teen pregnan-
cy. She said the five youth - mostly 
males - she sponsored to come to the 
play were really paying attention. 
Bishop Raymon Carter is pastor at 
Mt. Olive.  

“It was a joy bringing a group 
from Mt. Olive. The teens were in-
spired by the message. They realize 

the consequences and stated they 
wanted to wait until they are married 
to become sexually active. It also in-
spired my grandsons to want to be a 
part of future productions.”

The play showed how teen preg-
nancy can drastically change the di-
rection of a teen’s life. “We want to 
help them (teens) set goals for their 
future without the stress of having a 
child in their teenage years,” Smith 
said earlier in an interview with The 
Holmes County Herald.

At the play Saturday night, Nov.  
23, she commented that the cast and 
crew worked hard to give their best 
to the audience. “They did an excel-
lent job,” she said.

Intermission entertainment was 
provided by X-Pressions Praise and 
Mime Dance Ministries of Union 
Grove M.B. Church and soloist 
LaTannica Friar of Lebanon M.B. 
Church.

CSLC Executive Director Beu-
lah Greer shared that the production 
would not have been as successful 
without the help of all who assisted 
with it, including the audience. Lo-
cal church youth groups and others 
from as far as Jackson and Clinton 
attended the play.

“We are also very grateful to 
our in-kind supporters,” Greer 
said. Among them were the Hol-
mes County School District, Holmes 
County Hospital and Clinics, Hol-
mes County Herald, Holmes County 
Broadcasting Company, Capital-
ist Wealth Makers Investors, LLC,  
“Help Meet,” LLC, seamstress Van-
essa Kirkland, Simply Unique Social 
Club, CSLC staff, residents, parents 
and the students.

For more information about the 
CSLC’s DREAM or its other pro-
grams and services, call (662) 834-
0905. 

‘It Can Wait’ 
Production raising awareness about ‘woes of 
teen pregnancy’ draws 200 in Holmes County

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Corey & his boys at Destiny High

Teen youth scene Grandma and dad in mourning
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Attorney General Jim Hood 
reminded Mississippians re-
cently about the dangers asso-
ciated with buying counterfeit 
goods.

“Almost everyone wants a 
good deal and wants to save 
money, but buying counterfeit 
poses serious health and safety 
risks, not to mention loss of 
revenue to businesses,” said 
Hood. 

“As parents, we need to set 
the example for our children 
and explain to them the conse-
quences of buying counterfeit 
products.”

selling counterfeit goods is a 
crime. Anyone caught illegally 
selling, falsely representing, or 
creating counterfeit goods, can 
face up to five years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. 

For adults and teens, it is 

important to know that buying 
counterfeit goods online can 
put your credit card informa-
tion at risk. You open yourself 
up to potentially buying inferi-
or or dangerous products and/
or having your identity stolen.

At its worst, counterfeit 
goods have been linked to or-
ganized crime and terrorist ac-
tivity.

To make sure you are not 
being scammed by counter-
feiters, look for these specific 
signs:

• Is the product priced sub-
stantially below retail?

• Does the product appear to 
be of poor quality?

• Is the product packaging 
incomplete, torn or otherwise 
suspicious?

• Does the seller accept pay-
ments in cash only?

• Are the logos properly at-

tached to the products?
• Is the licensing, copyright 

and trademark information 
missing from the packaging?

Mississippi consumers can 
report the suspected sale of 
counterfeits by visiting the 
Mississippi intellectual Prop-
erty Crime Center, created by 
the Attorney General, at http://
mipcc.ago.state.ms.us/

A copy of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s new brochure - Design-
er Jeans Dirt Cheap? Think 
Twice Before You Buy - cre-
ated by a high school student 
and intended to reach young 
people, can be found at www.
agjimhood.com<http://www.
agjimhood.com

“We must recognize coun-
terfeits for what they are,” said 
Hood. “They are a serious dan-
ger to our personal, financial 
and societal well-being.”

Facing the year’s busiest 
shopping days, Mississippi At-
torney General Jim Hood re-
minded consumers to “shop with 
caution.”

“Whether you’re shopping at 
the mall or online, it is important 
for consumers to get prepared in 
order to not only save time and 
money but also to avoid scams 
and identity thieves,” said Hood.

some general tips that apply 
to holiday shopping are:

• Shop around for the best deal 

for your needs. Just because an 
item is on sale, it may not be 
the best price. some stores are 
willing to match, or even beat, a 
competitor’s prices. in addition, 
carefully consider bargain offers 
like Buy One, Get One Free or 
Free Gift with Purchase. if you 
don’t really want or need the 
free or gift item, it is not a deal 
for you.

• Use coupons wisely. Cou-
pons are helpful when they save 
you money on what you are al-
ready planning to buy. Be sure 

to check coupons for any restric-
tions.

• Ask about sale adjustments. 
if you buy an item at regular 
price and it goes on sale the next 
week, check in advance to see if 
you can get a credit or refund for 
the discounted amount.

• Ask about refund and return 
policies. Many merchants may 
have different refund and return 
policies for sale items. For ex-
ample, clearance merchandise 
may be on final sale, meaning no 
refunds or exchanges.

• Keep an eye on your money 
- cash or credit. Carry only the 
cash and credit cards you abso-
lutely need. Don’t flash cash or 
credit cards for others to see. 
if your cards are lost or stolen, 
report the loss or theft immedi-
ately to the card issuers and file 
a complaint with the Mississippi 
Attorney General’s Office.

• Know your surroundings. Be 
very cautious when going to and 
from your vehicle, especially 
at night. Try to park in well-lit 
areas and keep your car keys in 

hand when walk-
ing back to your 
vehicle.  Place 
purchases in the 
trunk, out of 
plain view.

When shop-
ping online, 
these key tips 
may save you 
time and money:

• Research the 
seller and the 
site. Be familiar 
with the rules 
and policies of 
each website. 
Check feedback 
for particular 
sellers when 
applicable. Be 
wary of sites that 
have grammati-
cal errors, bro-
ken links, or oth-
er signs that may 
indicate lack of 
trustworthiness.

• Examine the 
whole package. 
Know what you 
are buying and 
the total price. 
Be sure to fac-
tor in shipping 
costs, return 
policies such 
as restocking 
fees, and similar 

charges. Be sure you understand 
what methods of payment are 
accepted.

• Look for safety measures 
on the website. When making a 
payment online, look for signs 
the site is secure. examples in-
clude “https” (the “s” stands for 
secure) in the address, and pad-
lock symbol.

• Regularly update your 
computer’s security, including 
anti-virus and anti-spyware pro-
grams. Don’t click on a link or 
open an attachment from an un-
known source, and don’t email 
financial information.

• Keep good records. Whether 
you’re ordering by mail, phone, 
or online, it is important to keep 
detailed information about the 
transaction, including your or-
der number, shipping costs and 
dates, warranties, and refund 
and return policies.

• Monitor your credit card 
transactions. save your receipts 
for returns and exchanges. 
Check credit and debit card sales 
and return receipts against your 
monthly bills and statements, 
and report any problems to the 
credit card issuer promptly.

Call the Attorney General’s 
Office Consumer Protection 
Division at (800) 281-4418 to 
report suspected fraud or scams 
this holiday season.

To learn more about shopping 
wisely this holiday season, see 
“Consumer shopping Tips for 
the Holiday shopping season” 
at www.agjimhood.com.

The Attorney General’s Office 
and state Capitol Police have 
also teamed up to provide shop-
pers and residents with personal 
safety tips not only at the mall 
but also while at home, work or 
travelling.

A copy of “A Resource Guide 
to Personal Safety” can also be 
downloaded at www.agjimhood.
com.

The state of Mississippi has 
earned a “Top Five Award 
of excellence” in advanced 
manufacturing by the national 
magazine, expansion solu-
tions. The ranking was re-
leased in the magazine’s De-
cember edition.

“All you have to do is look 
at the list of global companies 
that have located in the state 
or expanded operations to see 
that Mississippi’s efforts to 
create a strong business cli-
mate where companies can 
thrive are working,” Gov. Phil 
Bryant said.

“We appreciate expansion 
Solutions’ top five ranking 
in advanced manufacturing, 
which is continued proof that 
Mississippi works.”

so far this year, more than 
5,700 new jobs have been an-
nounced in the state, many of 
which are related to advanced 
manufacturing operations. 
Companies like nissan, Yo-
kohama Tire Company, Feuer 
Powertrain and Aurora Flight 
sciences are driving growth 
this sector in Mississippi.

Other national organizations 
continue to rank Mississippi 
favorably. Area Development 
magazine has rated Missis-
sippi as number nine among 
its 2013 list of best states for 
business, saying, “Mississippi 
is on an economic roll.”

Mississippi tied for second 
in categories evaluating com-
petitive utility costs and per-
mitting speed and was among 
the top five states for overall 
cost of doing business and 

competitive labor costs. Area 
Development also awarded 
Mississippi a second consecu-
tive silver shovel Award for 
strong economic development 
performance.

The American Legislative 
exchange Council placed 
Mississippi among the top 10 
states for overall economic 
outlook for 2013, and the 
Kauffman Index of Entrepre-
neurial Activity named Mis-
sissippi fifth in the nation for 
business startup activity in 
2012. 

Bankrate.com named Mis-
sissippi the number five state 
for retirement, citing the 
state’s low taxes and lower-
than-average cost of living.

The “Top Five Award of 
excellence” in advanced 
manufacturing award recog-
nizes economic development 
efforts that have shown ex-
ceptional progress in certain 
areas.

Winners were chosen based 
upon several factors includ-
ing strategic locations, pro-

business climate, investments 
made in improving infrastruc-
ture and the availability of 
buildings/sites.

“This award of excellence 
is a strong endorsement of our 
highly-skilled and dedicated 
workforce,” said Mississippi 
Development Authority Ex-
ecutive Director Brent Chris-
tensen.

“The state has worked hard 
to develop customized job 
training programs with our 
network of 15 community col-
leges and the state’s universi-
ties. Companies who chose to 
invest or expand operations 
in Mississippi know they will 
have the right people to get 
the job done.”

expansion solutions maga-
zine is designed to inform key 
site selection consultants and 
corporate real estate brokers 
about progressive communi-
ties and the benefits offered 
by each community.

For more information, visit 
http://expansionsolutions-
magazine.com.

Avoid buying counterfeits 
this holiday season

AG Hood cautions consumers on holiday scams

Mississippi earns top 
spot for “Excellence in 
Advanced Manufacturing”

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Governor Phil Bryant with a worker at a Mississippi manufacturing site.

Hood
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Jeff Bezos’ idea to let self-
guided drones deliver packages 
may be too futuristic for Wash-
ington to handle. The Amazon 
CEO is working on a way to use 
the small aircraft to get parcels to 
customers in 30 minutes or less. 

While flight technology makes 
it feasible, U.S. law and society’s 
attitude toward drones haven’t 
caught up with Bezos’ vision. 
Amazon.com Inc. said it’s work-
ing on the so-called Prime Air 
unmanned aircraft project but it 
will take years to advance the 
technology and for the Federal 
Aviation Administration to cre-
ate the necessary rules and regu-
lations.

The project was first reported 
by CBS’ “60 Minutes” just hours 
before millions of shoppers 
turned to their computers to hunt 
Cyber Monday bargains.

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos said 
in that interview that while his 
“octocopters” look like some-
thing out of science fiction, 
there’s no reason they can’t be 
used as delivery vehicles.

Bezos said the drones can car-
ry packages that weigh up to five 
pounds, which covers about 86 
percent of the items Amazon de-
livers. The drones the company 
is testing have a range of about 
10 miles, which Bezos noted 
could cover a significant portion 
of the population in urban areas.

Bezos told “60 Minutes” the 
project could become a work-
ing service in four or five years. 
Unlike the drones used by the 
military, Bezos’ proposed flying 
machines won’t need humans 
to control them remotely. Ama-
zon’s drones would receive a set 
of GPS coordinates and automat-
ically fly to them, presumably 
avoiding buildings, power lines 
and other obstacles.

Delivery drones raise a host of 
concerns, from air traffic safety 
to homeland security and priva-
cy. There are technological and 
legal obstacles, too - similar to 
Google’s experimental driver-
less car. How do you design a 
machine that safely navigates 
the roads or skies without hitting 
anything? And if an accident oc-
curs, who’s legally liable?

Delivering packages by drone 
might be impossible in a city 
like Washington D.C. which has 
many no-fly zones. But technol-
ogy entrepreneur and futurist 
Ray Kurzweil noted that “tech-
nology has always been a double 
edged sword”: “Fire kept us 
warm and cooked our food but 
also was used to burn down our 
villages,” said Kurzweil.

“It’s fascinating as an idea and 
probably very hard to execute,” 
said Tim Bajarin, an analyst 
with Creative Strategies who 
sees Bezos as an unconventional 
thinker. “If he could really de-
liver something you order within 
30 minutes, he would rewrite the 
rules of online retail.”

Amazon has already done 
that once. In 1995, with invest-
ments from family and friends, 
Bezos began operating Amazon 
as an online bookseller out of a 
Seattle garage. Over nearly two 
decades, Amazon grew to be-
come the world’s largest online 
retailer, selling everything from 
shoes to groceries to diapers and 
power tools.

Amazon spends heavily on 
growing its business, improving 
order fulfillment and expanding 

into new areas. 
Those investments have come 

at the expense of consistent prof-
itability, but investors have been 
largely forgiving, focusing on 
the company’s long-term prom-
ise and double-digit revenue 
growth. The company spent al-
most $2.9 billion in shipping last 
year, accounting for 4.7 percent 
of its net sales. 

There is no prohibition on fly-
ing drones for recreational use, 
but since 2007, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration has said they 
can’t be used for commercial 
purposes. “The technology has 
moved forward faster than the 
law has kept pace,” said Brendan 
Schulman, special counsel at the 
law firm Kramer Levin Naftalis 
& Frankel LLP.

Schulman is currently chal-
lenging that regulation before a 
federal administrative law judge 
on behalf of a client who was us-
ing a radio-controlled aircraft to 
shoot video for an advertising 
agency. Autonomous flights like 
Amazon is proposing, without 
somebody at the controls, are 
also prohibited.

The FAA is slowly moving 
forward with guidelines on com-
mercial drone use. Last year, 
Congress directed the agency to 
grant drones access to U.S. skies 
by September 2015. But the 
agency already has missed sev-
eral key deadlines and said the 
process would take longer than 
Congress expected.

The FAA plans to propose 
rules next year that could allow 
limited use of drones weighing 
up to 55 pounds. But those rules 
are expected to include major 
restrictions on where drones can 
fly, posing significant limits on 
what Amazon could do. 

Many of the commercial ad-
vances in drone use have come 
out of Europe, Australia, and Ja-
pan. In Australia, for instance, an 
electric company is using drones 
to check on remote power lines.

“The delay has really been to 
the disadvantage of companies 
here,” Schulman said. “General-
ly, the government wants to pro-
mote the advancement of science 
and technology. In this case, the 
government has done exactly the 
opposite and thwarted the abil-
ity of small, startup companies 
to develop commercial applica-
tions for this revolutionary tech-
nology.”

Amazon isn’t the only com-
pany awaiting guidelines. A 
Domino’s franchise in the Unit-
ed Kingdom released a test flight 
video in June of the “DomiCop-
ter,” a drone used to deliver hot 
pizza.

“We think it’s cool that places 
like Amazon are exploring the 
concept,” said Domino’s spokes-
man Chris Brandon. “We’d be 
surprised if the FAA ever let this 
fly in the States - but we will 
surely stay tuned to see where 

this all goes.”
Matt Waite, a journalism pro-

fessor at the University of Ne-
braska and head of the universi-
ty’s Drone Journalism Lab, said 
a bigger problem for Amazon is 
that the rules are not expected 
to allow autonomous drones, so 
a remote pilot would have to be 
in command of the aircraft at all 
times.

Indeed, the FAA said Monday 
that it is moving forward with 
“regulations and standards for 
the safe integration of remote pi-
loted (drones) to meet increased 
demand.” The agency reiterated 
that “autonomous (drone) opera-
tion is not currently allowed in 
the United States.”

Waite said, “You’re putting a 
device with eight rapidly spin-
ning blades into areas where 
people are assumed to be. The 
threat to people on the ground is 
significant.”

It’s not hard to imagine that 
the world’s biggest online retail-
er has some significant lobbying 
muscle and might be able to per-
suade the FAA to alter the rules.

Amazon spokeswoman Mary 
Osako said the company has 
been in contact with the FAA 
“as they are actively working on 
necessary regulation.”

One of the biggest promises 
for civilian drone use is in ag-
riculture because of the indus-
try’s largely unpopulated, wide 
open spaces. Delivering Amazon 
packages in midtown Manhat-
tan will be much trickier. But 
the savings of such a delivery 
system only come in large, urban 
areas.

Besides regulatory approval, 
Amazon’s biggest challenge will 
be to develop a collision avoid-
ance system, said Darryl Jenkins, 
a consultant who gave up on the 
commercial airline industry and 
now focuses on drones. Jenkins 
asked, “Who is to blame if the 
drone hits a bird, crashes into a 
building? Who is going to insure 
the deliveries?”

There are also technical ques-
tions. Who will recharge the 
drone batteries? How many de-
liveries can the machines make 
before needing service? “Jeff 
Bezos might be the single per-
son in the universe who could 
make something like this hap-
pen,” Jenkins said. “For what it’s 
worth, this is a guy who’s totally 
changed retailing.”

If Amazon gets its way, oth-
ers might follow. United Parcel 
Service Co. executives heard a 
presentation from a drone ven-
dor earlier this year, said Alan 
Gershenhorn, UPS’ chief sales, 
marketing and strategy officer. 
“Commercial use of drones is an 
interesting technology, and we’re 
certainly going to continue to 
evaluate it,” Gershenhorn said.

The U.S. Postal Service and 
FedEx wouldn’t speculate about 
using drones for delivery.
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continued as governor, legisla-
tors were booted off a number 
of state boards. That strength-
ened the executive branch in a 
state where the 1890 constitu-
tion created a relatively weak 
governorship.

Allain also made govern-
ment more inclusive by hir-
ing numerous women and mi-
norities. In 1985, he appointed 
Jackson attorney Reuben An-
derson as the first black justice 
on the Mississippi Supreme 
Court.

In 1987, legislators over-
rode Allain’s veto of a bill that 
funded a large-scale highway 
construction program by add-
ing 3.6 cents a gallon to the 
fuel tax. Allain wanted to pay 
for the new four-lane high-
ways by issuing bonds rather 
than increasing drivers’ costs 
at the pump.

In recent years, Allain’s 
eyesight had been failing but 
he continued to do work with 
Clifford’s law firm in Jackson. 
He was divorced before run-
ning for governor. He is sur-
vived by two sisters, Mildred 
Newsome of Houston, Texas, 
and Maggie Gibbs of Rankin 
County, Miss., and several 
nieces and nephews.

His gubernatorial campaign 
in 1983 was marred by some 
of the most scandalous accu-
sations in Mississippi political 
history. A Republican-funded 
campaign accused Allain of 
sexual improprieties. Allain 
vehemently denied the claims, 
and while they were widely 
reported in Mississippi and 
national media, none was ever 
substantiated.

Allain didn’t shy away from 
questions about that campaign, 
though he told AP in 2001 
that he was tired of journal-
ists bringing them up. As for 
the accusations, he said flatly: 
“None of them were true.” He 
said his Catholic faith helped 
him look back without bitter-
ness, and he held no grudge 
against those who spread the 
rumors.

Jim Roberts of Pontotoc, 
Allain’s commissioner of pub-
lic safety, said the 1983 cam-
paign marked “a shabby era in 
government and politics”: “It 
severely dampened an other-
wise wonderful public career,” 
Roberts said in 2001. “I think 
he performed extremely well 
in spite of that.”

Explaining his decision not 
to seek a second term as gov-
ernor, Allain said during the 
2001 AP interview: “I got a 
little tired. I mean, I’d been in 
the attorney general’s office 16 
years and I’d been governor 
for four years. With age and 
everything else, I just decided 
I didn’t want to go campaign.”

Allain didn’t hunt or fish or 
play golf. In his spare time, he 
was a voracious reader of nov-
els, histories and biographies. 
For years, Allain spent the 
holidays helping feed people 
in Jackson soup kitchens. He 
was quick with a smile and 
rapid-fire talk, often starting a 
thought in one place and wind-
ing elliptically through others 
before concluding. Friends 
said Allain’s dry wit helped 
keep the world in perspective.

Beverly Wade Hogan, the 
current president of Touga-
loo College, was director of 
federal-state programs in Al-
lain’s administration. She told 
AP in 2001 that Allain never 
allowed his staff members to 
take themselves too seriously. 
When others were fretting 
about their stress-filled jobs, 
Hogan recalled, “He would be 
like, ‘Oh, who’s going to re-
member this in five years?’”

Rickey Cole, chairman of 
the Mississippi Democratic 
Party, issued a statement on 
the passing of former Gov-
ernor Bill Allain: “Once in a 
while Mississippi politics will 
produce a leader who has the 
courage and the talent to make 
a real difference for the work-
ing people of our state. Never 
has there been a better cham-
pion of the common man than 
the late Bill Allain.

“Both as attorney general 
and as governor, Bill Allain 
made it his business to keep 
the interests of the average 
Mississippian as his primary 
consideration in crafting pub-
lic policy. Whether battling to 
keep utility costs affordable, 
insisting upon frugality in 
state government, or fighting 
to open up the closed doors of 
insider politics, Bill Allain al-
ways made it clear that he was 
the people’s advocate, without 
hesitation or apology.

“His was one of the most 
tremendous legal minds of his 
generation. He knew the feder-
al and state constitutions better 
than just about any other mem-
ber of the bar.  He could see 
into the future in ways that too 
few politicians can. In consti-
tutional reform, in government 
accountability, in consumer 
and taxpayer advocacy and in 
fiscal responsibility he was de-
cades ahead of his time.

“It was my privilege to know 
and seek the advice and coun-
sel of Bill Allain over the last 
several decades. He had an ag-
ile mind, a rapier-sharp wit, a 
wry sense of humor, and a de-
votion to the public good that 
never wavered. He was truly 
one of a kind.”

The family of Allain is-
sued a statement that in lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations 
may be made to the charity of 
choice or the ones they prefer:

• Stewpot Community Ser-
vice, 845 W. Amite St., Jack-
son, MS 39203 

• The Salvation Army, P. 
O. Box 31954, Jackson, MS 
39286-1954 

• St. Mary’s Catholic Basili-
ca, 107 S. Union St., Natchez, 
MS 39120

Late Governer Bill Allain 
will lie in repose in the Capital 
rotunda from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 6. A memorial 
service will start at 3 p.m. at 
the Capitol.

Funeral services will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at noon, at 
St. Mary Basilica in Natchez.

Amazon drone

Amazon’s delivery drones: 
an idea that may not fly
The Associated Press
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100 black Women
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tucky Derby Contessa winner.
Rochelle Culp won the En-

joli catergory with a sleek 
black floppy hat.

Winner of the Sophisticated 
Gents category was Jackson 
City Councilman De’Keither 
Stamps, Ward 4, who said he 
enjoyed the event and admit-
ted he bought a new hat for 
the occasion.

“It was wonderful. I en-
joyed all the hospitality, 
the fellowship of the 100 
Black Women,” Stamps said. 
“What they do for the com-
munity in relation to health, 
economic development and 

community revitalization is 
great.”

Beverly Hogan, president 
of Tougaloo College, said she 
has attended the brunch for all 
22 years. “It was very excit-
ing and that’s the purpose of 
it and it’s for a good cause,” 
said Hogan, who is a founding 
member and past president of 
the Central Mississippi Chap-
ter.

Jabrina Clayton attended 
for the second year. “It was 
great to hear about all they do 
for the community and it was 
very entertaining,” Clayton 
said.

The brunch is also a shop-
ping opportunity. Vendors 
were on hand selling hats, 
purses and home décor items 
among other things.

Emcees were Othor Cain 
and Katrina B. Myricks, 
Mrs. Mississippi USA 1992, 
who kept the tempo upbeat 
throughout the show.

Brunch performers were 
Pam Confer who got the 
crowd up and moving and the 
Dowell Taylor Trio.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at 601-260-4232 and 
srjones13@gmail.com.

(See photos on page 17.)
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NEW YORK - He’s worked 
on the railroad for two de-
cades, but engineer William 
Rockefeller’s life may be de-
fined by what he did in the 
seconds before his speeding 
commuter train flew off the 
tracks along a sharp bend.

While investigators have 
yet to finish talking with 
him, a darkening cloud of 
questions is forming around 
Rockefeller because the Met-
ro-North Railroad train went 
into the curve at 82 mph, or 
nearly three times the speed 
limit. Four people were killed 
and dozens injured.

As National Transportation 
Safety Board continued work-
ing Dec. 3 to determine what 
caused the Sunday morning 
wreck in the Bronx, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo said Rockefeller 
should be disciplined for “un-
justifiable” speed.

Rockefeller stayed out of 
sight.

“This is a man who is to-
tally distraught by the loss of 
life, and he’s having a tough 
time dealing with that,” said 
Anthony Bottalico, his union 
leader.

NTSB member Earl Ween-
er said Monday, Dec. 2, that 
information from the data re-
corders indicates the throttle 
was let up and the brakes 
were fully applied just five or 
six seconds before the train 
came to a grinding, smoking 
halt.

Investigators said it was 
soon to say whether the ex-
cessive speed was the result 
of human error - say, a sleepy 
or distracted operator - or a 
mechanical problem.

But Weener said investi-
gators hadn’t found any evi-
dence of brake trouble dur-
ing the train’s nine previous 
stops.

Investigators began talking 
to the engineer Monday but 
didn’t complete the interview. 
It is unlikely to resume until 
Wednesday, NTSB spokes-
man Keith Holloway said 
Dec. 3.

He said he had no informa-
tion on why; Bottalico said 
the session wasn’t finished 
because Rockefeller was dis-
tressed and hadn’t slept in al-
most 24 hours.

Rockefeller was given drug 
and alcohol tests - the results 
weren’t available Monday, 

Weener said - and investiga-
tors were examining the en-
gineer’s cellphone. Engineers 
can have cellphones but are 
not allowed to use them dur-
ing a train’s run.

The New York Police De-
partment is conducting its 
own investigation, with help 
from the Bronx district attor-
ney’s office, in the event the 
derailment becomes a crimi-
nal case.

Whatever the findings on 
the cause of the crash, Cuo-
mo said the engineer could be 
faulted for the train’s speed 
alone.

“Certainly, we want to 
make sure that that operator 
is disciplined in an appropri-
ate way. There’s such a gross 
deviation from the norm,” he 
said.

An attorney for Rockefeller 
didn’t immediately return 
calls Dec. 3, but his union 
spoke up in his defense.

“Once the NTSB is done 
with their investigation and 
Billy is finished with his in-
terview, it will be quite evi-
dent that there was no crimi-
nal intent with the operation 
of his train,” Bottalico said.

Rockefeller, 46 and mar-
ried with no children, has 
worked for the railroad for 
about 20 years and has been 
an engineer for 11, Bottalico 
said. Rockefeller lives in a 
well-kept house on a modest 
rural road in Germantown, 
N.Y., about 40 miles south of 
Albany.

He started as a custodian at 
Grand Central Terminal, then 
monitored the building’s fire 
alarms and other systems, 
and ultimately became an en-

gineer.
“He was a stellar employ-

ee. Unbelievable,” said his 
former supervisor, Michael 
McLendon, who retired from 
the railroad about a year ago.

McLendon said he was 
stunned when he heard about 
the crash, shortly after open-
ing his mail to find a Christ-
mas card from Rockefeller 
and his wife.

“I said, ‘Well, I can’t imag-
ine Billy making a mistake,’” 
McLendon said. “Not inten-
tionally, by any stretch of the 
imagination.”

Rockefeller’s work rou-
tine had recently changed. 
He had begun running that 
route on Nov. 17, two weeks 
before the wreck, said Marjo-
rie Anders, a spokeswoman 
for Metro-North’s parent, the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority.

Bottalico said Rockefeller 
had changed work schedules 
- switching from afternoons 
to the day shift, which typi-
cally begins at 5 a.m. - but 
was familiar with the route 
and qualified to run it.

In case of an engineer be-
coming incapacitated, the 
train’s front car was equipped 
with a “dead man’s pedal” 
that must be depressed or else 
the train will automatically 
slow down, Anders said.

Hill reported from Wap-
pingers Falls, N.Y. Associ-
ated Press writers Frank 
Eltman in Mineola, N.Y., Jim 
Fitzgerald in Yonkers, N.Y., 
Michael Gormley in Albany, 
N.Y., Jennifer Peltz in New 
York City, and researcher 
Rhonda Shafner contributed 
to this report.

NATIONAL

WASHINGTON - The Su-
preme Court indicated Tues-
day, Dec. 3, it won’t offer 
much help to frequent fliers 
who want to sue when airlines 
revoke their miles or their 
memberships.

The justices heard the case 
of a Minnesota rabbi who was 
stripped of his top-level “plat-
inum elite” status in North-
west’s WorldPerks program 
because the airline said he 
complained too much.

Rabbi S. Binyomin Gins-
berg said Northwest, since ab-
sorbed by Delta Air Lines Inc., 
did not act in good faith when 
it cut him off. The airline said 
the federal deregulation of the 
airline industry in 1978 rules 
out most lawsuits like the one 
filed by Ginsberg.

Most justices signaled they 
think that ruling for Ginsberg 

could give rise to state-by-
state rules that the deregula-
tion law was intended to pre-
vent.

Justice Stephen Breyer said 
Ginsberg’s complaint also 
could apply to airline ticket 
prices, which are supposed 
to be set through competition 
among airlines.

“It sounds to me like I go 
in to, you know, get a ticket, 
my reasonable expectation is 
they’re not going to charge me 
what they’re going to charge, 
you know. I mean, it’s unbe-
lievable,” Breyer said. Under 
Ginsberg’s view of the case, 
Breyer said he could sue over 
the prices.

“That might be a great idea, 
but I don’t think that’s the idea 
behind this act,” he said.

Ginsberg said in court pa-
pers that he and his wife flew 
almost exclusively on North-
west, logging roughly 75 

flights a year to travel across 
the U.S. and abroad to give 
lectures and take part in con-
ferences on education and ad-
ministration.

He said he flew on North-
west even when other airlines 
offered comparable or better 
flights and in 2005, reached 
the highest level of the World-
Perks program.

Northwest cut him off in 
2008, shortly after Northwest 
and Delta agreed to merge. 
Ginsberg said the move was a 
cost-cutting measure designed 
to get rid of the high-mileage 
customers.

Northwest said Ginsberg 
complained 24 times in a 
7-month period, including 
nine instances of luggage that 
turned up late on airport bag-
gage carousels. Northwest 
said that before it took action, 
it awarded Ginsberg $1,925 in 
travel credit vouchers, 78,500 

bonus miles, a voucher for his 
son and $491 in cash reim-
bursements.

The airline pointed to a 
provision of the mileage pro-
gram’s terms that gives North-
west the right to cancel mem-
bers’ accounts for abuse.

A federal trial judge cited 
earlier Supreme Court cases 
involving claims against fre-
quent flier programs in dis-
missing Ginsberg’s lawsuit, 
including his claim that North-
west did not live up to the terms 
of the contract. The judge said 
the contract gives the airlines 
the right to kick someone out 
of the mileage program at its 
“sole judgment.”

But the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in San Fran-
cisco said part of the suit could 
go forward involving whether 
Ginsberg and others can sue 
under state laws that require 
parties to a contract to act in 

good faith.
Justice Elena Kagan showed 

some sympathy for Ginsberg’s 
claim when she questioned 
Paul Clement, the Washington 
lawyer representing North-
west at the Supreme Court.

If the airline could eas-
ily avoid living up to its end 
of the bargain in the mileage 
program, Kagan said, “I don’t 
think that I’d be spending all 
this time in the air on your 
planes. You know, I’d find an-
other company that actually 
gave me the free ticket.”

Clement replied that Ka-
gan’s example shows that the 
free market, not a court, is 
the right place to address her 
problem.

“So if some airline really 
were crazy enough to sys-
tematically turn on its most 
lucrative and loyal customers, 
surely, the market would solve 
that. And, of course, if a bunch 

of airlines did it, the Depart-
ment of Transportation stands 
ready to police that,” he said.

Several justices questioned 
whether it is important to the 
case that many people earn 
and spend miles on items 
other than airline tickets. “Do 
we have to worry about that 
in this case?” Justice Samuel 
Alito asked.

Adina Rosenbaum, Gins-
berg’s lawyer, told the court 
that the growth of mileage 
programs to encompass more 
than airline tickets is another 
reason to rule that Ginsberg’s 
lawsuit is not blocked by the 
deregulation law.

Breyer said the court per-
haps could leave questions 
involving miles earned else-
where “for another day.”

A decision is expected by 
late June.

The case is Northwest vs. 
Ginsberg, 12-462.

High court casts doubt 
on frequent flier’s lawsuit

Engineer under scrutiny in 
deadly NYC train wreck

DETROIT -Detroit is eli-
gible to shed billions in debt in 
the largest public bankruptcy in 
U.S. history, a judge said Tues-
day, Dec. 3, in a long-awaited 
decision that now shifts the case 
toward how the city will accom-
plish that task.

Judge Steven Rhodes turned 
down objections from unions, 
pension funds and retirees, 
which, like other creditors, could 
lose under any plan to solve $18 
billion in long-term liabilities.

But that plan isn’t on the 
judge’s desk yet. The issue for 
Rhodes, who presided over a 
nine-day trial, was whether De-
troit met specific conditions un-
der federal law to stay in bank-
ruptcy court and turn its finances 
around after years of misman-
agement, chronic population 
loss and collapse of the middle 
class.

The city has argued that it 
needs bankruptcy protection 
for the sake of beleaguered 
residents suffering from poor 
services such as slow to nonex-
istent police response, darkened 
streetlights and erratic garbage 
pickup - a concern mentioned by 
the judge during the trial.

“This once proud and pros-
perous city can’t pay its debts. 
It’s insolvent. It’s eligible for 
bankruptcy,” Rhodes said in an-
nouncing his decision. “At the 
same time, it also has an oppor-
tunity for a fresh start.”

Before the July filing, nearly 
40 cents of every dollar collect-
ed by Detroit was used to pay 
debt, a figure that could rise to 
65 cents without relief through 
bankruptcy, according to the 
city.

Emergency manager Kevyn 
Orr, who had testified the city’s 
current conditions are “unac-
ceptable,” release a statement 
praising the judge’s ruling and 
pledging to “press ahead with 
the ongoing revitalization of 
Detroit.”

Rhodes said that Detroit has a 
proud history.

“The city of Detroit was once 
a hard-working, diverse, vital 
city, the home of the automobile 
industry, proud of its nickname 
the Motor City,” he said. But 
he then recited a laundry list of 
Detroit’s warts: double-digit 
unemployment, “catastrophic” 
debt deals, thousands of vacant 
homes, dilapidated public safety 
vehicles and waves of popula-
tion loss.

Detroit no longer has the re-
sources to provide critical ser-
vices, the judge said, adding: 
“The city needs help.”

Rhodes’ decision is a critical 
milestone. He said pensions, 
like any contract, can be cut, 
adding that a provision in the 
Michigan Constitution protect-
ing public pensions isn’t a bul-

letproof shield in a bankruptcy.
The city said pension funds 

are short by $3.5 billion. Anx-
ious retirees drawing less than 
$20,000 a year have appeared in 
court and put an anguished face 
on the case. Despite his finding, 
Rhodes cautioned everyone that 
he won’t automatically approve 
pension cuts that could be part 
of Detroit’s eventual plan to get 
out of bankruptcy.

There are other wrinkles. Art 
possibly worth billions at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts could be 
part of a solution for creditors, 
as well as the sale of a water 
department that serves much of 
southeastern Michigan. Orr of-
fered just pennies on every dol-
lar owed during meetings with 
creditors before bankruptcy.

Behind closed doors, media-
tors, led by another judge, have 
been meeting with Orr’s team 
and creditors for weeks to ex-
plore possible settlements.

Much of the trial, which end-
ed Nov. 8, focused on whether 
Orr’s team had “good-faith” ne-
gotiations with creditors before 
the filing, a key step for a local 
government to be eligible for 
Chapter 9. Orr said four weeks 
were plenty, but unions and pen-
sion funds said there never were 
serious across-the-table talks.

Minutes after the ruling, a 
lawyer for the city’s largest 
union, said she would pursue 
an appeal at the 6th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Cincinnati. 
City officials got “absolutely ev-
erything” in Rhodes’ decision, 
she told reporters.

“It’s a huge loss for the city 
of Detroit,” said Sharon Levine, 
an attorney for the American 
Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, which 
represents half the city’s work-
ers.

Opponents want to go directly 
to a federal appeals court in Cin-
cinnati, bypassing the usual pro-
cedure of having a U.S. District 
Court judge hear the case.

Orr, a bankruptcy expert, 
was appointed in March under 
a Michigan law that allows a 

governor to send a manager to 
distressed cities, townships or 
school districts. A manager has 
extraordinary powers to reshape 
local finances without interfer-
ence from elected officials. But 
by July, Orr and Gov. Rick Sny-
der decided bankruptcy was De-
troit’s best option.

Detroit, a manufacturing hub 
that offered good-paying, blue-
collar jobs, peaked at 1.8 million 
residents in 1950 but has lost 
more than a million since then. 
Tax revenue in a city that is larg-
er in square miles than Manhat-
tan, Boston and San Francisco 
combined can’t reliably cover 
pensions, retiree health insur-
ance and buckets of debt sold to 
keep the budget afloat.

Donors have written checks 
for new police cars and ambu-
lances. A new agency has been 
created to revive tens of thou-
sands of streetlights that are dim 
or simply broken after years of 
vandalism and mismanagement.

While downtown and Mid-
town are experiencing a rebirth, 
even apartments with few va-
cancies, many traditional neigh-
borhoods are scarred with blight 
and burned-out bungalows.

Besides financial challenges, 
Detroit has an unflattering repu-
tation as a dangerous place. In 
early November, five people 
were killed in two unrelated 
shootings just a few days apart. 
Police Chief James Craig, who 
arrived last summer, said he 
was almost carjacked in an un-
marked car.

The case occurs at a time of 
a historic political transition. 
Former hospital executive Mike 
Duggan takes over as mayor in 
January, the third mayor since 
Kwame Kilpatrick quit in a 
scandal in 2008 and the first 
white mayor in largely black 
Detroit since the 1970s.

Orr, the emergency manager, 
is in charge at least through next 
fall, although he’s expected to 
give Duggan more of a role at 
city hall than the current mayor, 
Dave Bing, who has little influ-
ence in daily operations.

Judge: Detroit eligible 
for chapter 9 bankruptcy

In a photo from Monday, Dec. 2, 2013, an empty field in Brush Park, north 
of Detroit’s downtown is shown with an abandoned home. Detroit, which 
on Thursday, July 18, 2013, filed the largest municipal bankruptcy case in 
American history, owes as much as $20 billion to banks, bondholders and 
pension funds. The city can get rid of its gargantuan debt, but a bankruptcy 
judge can’t bring back residents or raise its dwindling revenue. (AP Photo/
Carlos Osorio, File)

In this photo taken on Sunday, Dec. 1, 2013, Metro North Railroad engineer 
William Rockefeller is wheeled on a stretcher away from the area where the 
commuter train he was operating derailed in the Bronx borough of New York. 
The National Transportation Safety Board reported Monday that the train 
Rockefeller was driving was going 82 mph around a 30-mph curve when it de-
railed killing four people and injuring more than 60. (AP Photo/Robert Stolarik)

By Meghan Barr 
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Three students from Provine 
High School were selected to 
serve as representatives of 
Youth Leadership Jackson 
(YLJ) for this school year. 
The students from Provine are 

James Bennett, Karanja Ma-
tory, and Simeon Taylor. They 
began their service Nov. 6, 
2013.

The Greater Jackson Cham-
ber Partnership sponsors YLJ. 
The program is for high school 

sophomores and juniors and 
is designed to expose young 
leaders to what it takes to 
make the metro area strong.

Only 25 students from 49 
metro area schools were se-
lected for the program.

Provine High School students selected 
for community leadership program

James Bennett, Karanja Matory, and Simeon Taylor

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Activists of Women For 
Progress of Mississippi, Inc. 
will introduce Kwanzaa to the 
students, faculty, staff, sup-
porters and parents of North-
west Magnet Middle School 
Friday, Dec. 6, at 9 a.m. in the 
school auditorium.

This event will celebrate the 
best of the history, culture and 
heritage of African Americans. 
The program will showcase 
the giftedness and creativity 
of the students and faculty of 
Northwest Middle School. The 
singing, drumming, and danc-

ing will create the spirit of the 
heritage festival.

Kwanzaa is a non-religious, 
non-heroic cultural celebration 
of African American heritage, 
history and culture. The 2013 
theme is “Celebrating and 
Living Kwanzaa: Sowing and 
Harvesting Seeds of Good.”

Outstanding elders of the 
Jackson community will light 
the seven candles, as Kwan-
zaa is built on seven prin-
ciples which are universal to 
all people: Unity, Self-Deter-
mination, Collective Work and 
Responsibility, Cooperative 
Economics, Purpose, Creativ-

ity and Faith.
Women for Progress of Mis-

sissippi, Inc. was chartered on 
May 11, 1978 as a non-profit, 
non-partisan community im-
provement organization of ac-
tion-oriented, influential, and 
talented individuals. It contin-
ues its community service by 
sponsoring leadership devel-
opment programs at Northwest 
Magnet Middle School. Wom-
en For Progress’s mission is to 
serve as a catalyst for advoca-
cy, awareness, and action.

For more information, visit 
their website: womenfor-
progress.net

Women For Progress 
introduces Kwanzaa to 
Northwest Magnet Middle School
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Jim Hill Cheerleaders

JPS Media 
Statement/Transportation

The Jim Hill High School cheerleaders placed 3rd at the Mid-South Regional Cheer Competition held Novem-
ber 1-3, 2013, in Southaven, Miss. They earned a chance to compete at the National High School Cheerleading 
Championships in Florida. The national meet takes place Feb. 8 and 9, 2014, and the team is making plans to 
go. They are holding fundraisers to pay for the trip which would put JPS cheerleaders on the national competi-
tion stage for the first time in recent years. Tamika Harris is the squad’s sponsor.

“In light of the bus driver protest, JPS District leaders are 
currently in meetings and discussions concerning options 
available to transport students. It is unfortunate that several 
bus drivers decided to protest today (Dec. 4) by not picking 
up our students and transporting them to school. The 
District is grateful for the drivers who did report to work. 
School principals and teachers are making adjustments 
in their daily class schedule due to the delay of students’ 
arrival.”
“District leaders did inform parents last evening through 
its phone system of a possible delay today (Dec. 4) related 
to a possible bus driver protest and will continue to keep 
parents informed regarding transportation concerns.  
Jackson Public Schools will release a statement after 
discussions are completed.”

By Zakiya Summers
Special To The Mississippi Link
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Lorman, Miss. - Alcorn State 
University’s assistant vice president 
for Educational and Community 
Partnerships, Dr. Ruth R. Nichols, 
has been appointed by Governor 
Phil Bryant as a member of the 
2013-2014 Delta Leadership Insti-
tute Executive Academy.

“This appointment recognizes 
Nichols as a proven Alcorn com-
munity development advocate and 
leader in our state,” said Vice Presi-
dent for Media and University Rela-
tions Clara Ross Stamps.

Congress established the Delta 
Regional Authority in 2000 to en-
hance economic development and 
improve the lives of the 10 million 
people who live in the 252 counties 
and parishes that comprise the eight-
state Delta region. The Delta Lead-
ership Institute Executive Academy 
is a yearlong program that prepares 
regional leaders to collaborate on 
addressing the region’s most press-
ing problems, including healthcare, 
education, transportation, informa-
tion technology, clean technology, 
small business development and 
economic development.

Nichols will be one out of a class 
of 50 who meet seven times each 
year. The class explores issues in the 
Delta region and travels to Wash-
ington, D.C. to learn about policy 
development and advocacy.

This year, the Delta Regional Au-
thority is launching a three-entity 
collaboration among the University 
of Mississippi’s McLean Institute 
for Public Service and Community 
Engagement, Arkansas State Uni-
versity’s Delta Center for Economic 
Development and the Social Sci-
ence Research Lab at the University 

of Louisiana at Monroe.
Nichols joined the Alcorn staff in 

2009. She began her education ca-
reer teaching kindergarten in Vida-
lia, La. and she’s spent most of her 
30-year education career in univer-
sity leadership roles.

She earned degrees from Copiah-
Lincoln Community College, the 
University of Southern Mississippi 
and Clemson University. Before 
coming to Alcorn, she held several 
positions at North Georgia Techni-
cal College.

In her role at Alcorn, Nichols 
identifies opportunities and leads 
community and economic develop-
ment initiatives that actively engage 
Alcorn faculty, staff, students, alum-
ni and its resources to positively im-
pact the prosperity of our citizens 
and generate economic progress.

“I am truly proud to represent 
Alcorn in the 2014 Delta Leader-

ship Institute,” said Nichols. “The 
initial session of DLI was both 
eye-opening and encouraging. As a 
group we were made intentionally 
aware of the collective differences 
we could make in the Delta region. 
As individuals, we were encouraged 
to understand the power of educat-
ed, informed and dedicated leaders 
in our home institutions and com-
munities. With the support of Delta 
Regional Authority, ordinary com-
munities can tap into the resources 
and knowledge needed to achieve 
extraordinary results.”

Alcorn State University is a pre-
mier comprehensive land-grant 
university that develops diverse 
students into globally competitive 
leaders, and applies scientific re-
search through collaborative part-
nerships that benefit the surround-
ing communities, state, nation, and 
world.

STARKVILLE, Miss. - A Mis-
sissippi State English and philoso-
phy double-major from Vicksburg 
has been awarded the coveted 
Rhodes Scholarship.

University senior Donald M. 
“Field” Brown received what 
widely is considered the world’s 
most celebrated and prestigious 
international fellowship. He is 
a 2010 Vicksburg High School 
graduate.

MSU President Mark E. Kee-
num said that Brown’s selection as 
a Rhodes Scholar is a source of tre-
mendous pride to the university’s 
students, faculty and staff.

“First and foremost, Field 
Brown’s selection as a Rhodes 
Scholar is a testament to his own 
drive and determination and the 
nurturing influence of his wonder-
ful family,” said Keenum. “But it 
is also a resounding testament to 
the quality of scholarship, intel-
lectual rigor, and encouragement 
that we strive to provide each and 
every student. This outstanding 
news makes for quite a Thanksgiv-
ing at Mississippi State University. 
We rejoice when our students suc-
ceed.”

Each year, 32 young Americans 
are chosen on the basis of dem-
onstrated scholarly achievements, 
character, commitment to others 
and the common good, and leader-
ship potential.

Brown is MSU’s second Rhodes 
Scholar and the first since 1911. 
Other universities with Rhodes 
Scholars this year include: Har-
vard; Yale; Princeton; Villanova; 
Williams College; Wake Forest; 
Tennessee; Georgia Tech; Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology; 
Wisconsin; University of Chicago; 
Washington University; Carnegie 
Mellon University and the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley.

Mississippi State, Brown said, 
has offered him the best under-
graduate experience possible.

“I couldn’t be in a better position 
if I had gone anywhere else,” he 
said. He added that his professors 
have given him “concrete ways to 
be the best in my field.

“That’s all you can ask from a 
college education,” he said.

Brown also has studied English 
Literature at Christ Church Col-
lege in Oxford, England. Accord-
ing to the Rhodes Trust, Brown’s 
senior thesis focuses on Ralph Elli-
son and argues how politically rad-
ical novelists were forced to mute 
their political ideas to become vis-
ible and respected.

The scholarships are provided 
by the Rhodes Trust, a British 
charity established in the will of 
businessman and mining magnate 

Cecil J. Rhodes. The goal is to 
promote international understand-
ing and provide full financial sup-
port for students pursuing gradu-
ate degrees at the University of 
Oxford, the first of its kind in the 
English-speaking world and one of 
the world’s leading institutions of 
higher learning.

Brown, the son of Willie and 
Cynthia Brown, said he is particu-
larly interested in studying post-
World War II African-American 
literature. He said both English 
and philosophy are related to his 
love of studying ideas.

“English is the narrative form; 
literature deals with everyday peo-
ple and how they relate to ideas,” 
Brown said. “Philosophy is the 
systematic study of ideas, and the 
two go together.”

Brown said that, while the 
promise of continuing his studies 
at Oxford is thrilling, the reality 
of gaining the fellowship is life 
changing.

“So many great minds have 
walked the halls of Oxford, includ-
ing tons of writers and a lot of im-
portant thinkers who have shaped 
the western world,” Brown said.

Brown said he plans to pursue 
masters of studies degrees in both 
American literature and modern 
English literature. Specifically, 
he is interested in trans-Atlantic 
interactions within literature, par-
ticularly how McCarthyism scare 
tactics of the 1950s and the Cold 
War affected which books were 
promoted.

Chris Snyder, dean of MSU’s 
Shackles Honors College, said 
Brown has shown a commitment 
to doing extra work, taking risks 
and putting academics first during 
his tenure as a Mississippi State 
student. “Field is a burgeoning in-

tellectual with great humility, faith 
and a strong family foundation,” 
Snyder said.

His parents both emphasized 
education to Brown and his older 
brother Willie Brown Jr., an MSU 
engineering graduate who was a 
Distinguished Scholar - the top 
honor awarded to entering fresh-
men. He went on to earn a master’s 
degree in psychology from the uni-
versity before joining MSU’s na-
tionally recognized Social Science 
Research Center.

In addition to discussing books 
together, Brown said his family of-
ten enjoyed watching “Jeopardy,” 
the long-running television game 
show in which contestants are test-
ed on general knowledge.

Brown entered MSU after 
graduating third in his high school 
class and enrolled in the univer-
sity’s Shackles Honors College. 
He also came as an accomplished 
high school athlete - a ranked ten-
nis player.

Snyder said Brown quickly be-
came a leader in several campus 
organizations. In addition to co-
founding “The Streetcar,” a liter-
ary magazine, Brown served as 
president of the Philosophy and 
Religion Club, was a member of 
the MSU Roadrunners student 
recruiting team and was active in 
intramural sports.

Brown credited Snyder and 
Thomas Anderson, associate pro-
fessor of English and director of 
the Office of Prestigious External 
Scholarships, for his pursuit of a 
Rhodes Scholarship. He said in 
addition to assisting him with the 
scholarship process, the two pro-
fessors have encouraged him in 
many ways, as have several other 
English and philosophy faculty 
members.

Fred Burns was in Mississip-
pi’s foster care system from the 
age of 12 to 15, bouncing from 
homes in Prentiss, Canton, Bran-
don, Natchez and Jackson before 
he was eventually adopted by his 
aunt. That rough start could have 
been the prelude to a life of bad 
decisions and wrong paths. But, 
it wasn’t.

Burns is an honor student at 
Jackson State University, where 
he’s a senior majoring in com-
puter engineering and uses his 
spare time to encourage other 
youth in numerous states that an 
unfortunate past doesn’t have to 
dictate their future.

“It’s about where you’re go-
ing. Accept the things you 
can’t change, but what you can 
change, make sure you do,” said 
Burns.

During his stint in foster care, 
Burns was placed on one of the 
campuses of Youth Villages, a 
private, nonprofit organization 
that offers programs and servic-
es to children and their families. 
Among those services are foster 
care and adoption, mentoring 
and a transitional living program 
for young adults who age out of 
foster care.

Youth Villages’ had such a 
positive impact on Burns that 
now he travels across the coun-
try to talk about his experience.

“At the time, I felt like no one 
believed in me and that I was 
just a lost child,” Burns said, re-
ferring to his early years in foster 
care. “Now, I have great mentors 
and great friends.”

Katja Russell, executive di-
rector of Youth Villages Missis-
sippi, says it’s been a privilege 
working with Burns.

“We are so proud of him and 
look forward to seeing what suc-
cesses his future holds,” Russell 
says.

Burns transferred from Mis-
sissippi State University to JSU 
two years ago, and he said JSU’s 
faculty and staff also have be-
come a support system for him.

“I love being at Jackson State. 

The culture is different. I like 
that you’re able to build personal 
relationships. Professors know 
you by name, and not by num-
ber,” Burns said.

JSU campus pastor El Mc-
Gowan, who considers himself 
a mentor to Burns, said he’s 
impressed with the student’s 
growth and ability to take cor-
rection.

“I see his desire to succeed 
and to give back. He’s a coach 
for at-risk students. I see in him 
a hunger and thirst for a male 
role model. Once he sees what 
that looks like, he knows he’s 
supposed to model it for others,” 
McGowan said.

“When people start believing 
in you, you start believing in 
yourself. Encouragement is con-
tagious,” said Burns.

Burns was recently sharing 
his story with an audience at 
the Jackson Country Club. Sen. 
Hillman Frazier of Jackson was 
among those listening. Frazier 
was moved by the young man’s 
poise and confidence.

“A lot of times when you see 
kids who have been neglected, 
you don’t see much of a future 
for them. He inspired so many 
people that night with his story,” 
Frazier said.

Burns was apart from his sib-
lings for years, but he’s never con-
sidered himself a lost cause. He 
graduated at the top of his class at 
Wingfield High with a 4.25 GPA 
on a 4.0 scale. He had scholarship 
offers from a number of schools, 
including JSU and MSU.

“Growing up in foster care, 
you get separated from your 
siblings. It makes you feel like 
you’re in this world alone,” 
Burns said. “Education has al-
ways been my priority. Once I 
was in a stable home, my aunt 
provided every tool I needed to 
be successful in school. It was 
up to me to utilize those resourc-
es,” he said.

“When those opportunities 
present themselves, you have to 
put yourself in a position to ob-
tain them. I’m strictly speaking 
about education,” said Burns.

Professional doors also have 
opened for Burns while matricu-
lating at JSU. He has interned 
at Miller Transporters, Inc., and 
C Spire Wireless’ corporate of-
fice in the software development 
unit. That’s in addition to his 
speaking engagements in loca-
tions that include Hollywood, 
Calif.; Memphis, Tenn.; and 
Washington, D.C.

“I also do a lot of talking 
through social media, sending 
constant messages of encourage-
ment,” Burns said. “I understand 
that it’s not about me anymore. 
It’s not about what I have been 
through in my life. It’s about go-
ing back and sharing what I have 
been through and inspiring others 
that they can make it. One of my 
main focuses is toward helping 
my peers forgive their parents 
and rebuild their relationships.”

Burns gives back in other ways. 
He said when he was homeless, 
Stewpot Community Services 
made sure we received a “good 
Christmas and Thanksgiving.”

“Now, I return to Stewpot 
and get together with a group of 
people. We were able to adopt 
10 families for Thanksgiv-
ing,” Burns said. “In a separate 
event, we were able to sponsor 
10 children for Christmas, us-
ing my positive influence to 
bring people together for a great 
cause. God has put me in a po-
sition where I can now use my 
influence to get people to do for 
others what others have done for 
me.”

JSU student inspires others with his 
successful foster care transition story

Alcorn’s Nichols appointed to 2013-2014 
Delta Leadership Institute Executive Academy 

Mississippi State senior Donald 
‘Field’ Brown of Vicksburg 
named Rhodes Scholar

Board of Higher Learning Trustee Bob Owens, Dr. Ruth R. Nichols, Dr. Christo-
pher M. Brown II, president, Alcorn State University

Brown (Photo by Megan Bean) 
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By Sheila Byrd
Jackson State University News

Financial Aid Tip of the Month
High school seniors should be aware of application deadlines for college financial 
aid. Here are some tips from KHEAA:
• Check with the financial aid offices of the schools to which you’ve applied to 
determine if they require any financial aid forms other than the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
• Familiarize yourself with the FAFSA. Unless you are starting college before July 1, 
you cannot file the FAFSA until after the first of the year. But you should still take a 
look at the information it requires so you’re familiar with it.
• Using a free online scholarship search engine, look for any scholarships for which 
you might qualify. You can find a link to a free search site under the “Paying for 
College” tab on http://www.kheaa.com/. Make sure you submit your application by 
the deadline for each scholarship.
• Attend any college fairs and financial aid seminars offered at your high school or 
in your area. If a company charges a fee for helping with applications, remember 
that you can do that yourself for free. If you decide to pay for help, make sure the 
company is reputable by checking with the state Attorney General’s office or Better 
Business Bureau in your area, as well as the area where the firm is located.
KHEAA is a public, non-profit agency established in 1966 to improve students’ 
access to college. It provides information about financial aid and financial literacy at 
no cost to students and parents. KHEAA also helps colleges manage their student 
loan default rates and verify information submitted on the FAFSA.

By Tim Ballard



WASHINGTON - The 
White House said the gov-
ernment’s health care web-
site received 375,000 visi-
tors on Monday, Dec. 2, by 
noon. That’s a surge in use 
on the first business day 
since Obama administration 
officials declared that the 
government’s beleaguered 

online insurance service was 
now able to accommodate a 
vast majority of users.

White House spokesman 
Jay Carney said the White 
House was expecting such 
a rush of traffic on Monday. 
He said the figure covered 
visits to the healthcare.gov 
site as of noon Monday.

The launch of the website 

on Oct. 1 proved to be di-
sastrous. The administration 
spent the next two months 
working to upgrade the 
computer system.

Consumers were still ex-
periencing delays.

Carney said users were 
placed in a queue and ad-
vised when to return for 
speedier service.

The six weeks encompass-
ing Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
and New Year’s - typically 
lumped together as “the holi-
days” - are universally known 
for the magic, sentiment, nos-
talgia, joy, tradition, and good 
will that all uniquely charac-
terize this time of year.

Just mention the phrase, 
and thoughts leap to family 
gatherings, warm fires, office 
parties, fattening foods, and 
of course, shopping, eating, 
and gifts.

But for many, the holidays 
bring on a pain that’s not 
only unthinkable, but down-
right miserable. Brought on 
by factors as wide-ranging 
as the weather, absence or 
separation of family, stress, 
unrealistic expectations, hy-
persentimentality, personal 
shortcomings, feelings of 
guilt, overspending, or the 
death of a loved one, holiday 
depression - euphemistically 
labeled the “holiday blues” - 
can sap the merriment right 
out of even the most wonder-
ful time of the year (as well 
as the days immediately fol-
lowing, called post-holiday 
depression).

Holiday depression is the 
most common of the vari-
ous types of depression, and 
it affects one million people 
every year. Men and women, 
young and old all fall victim 
to feelings of sadness, loneli-
ness, anxiety, guilt, fatigue, 
and stress that replace the fun, 
frolic, and festiveness of this 
emotionally charged season.

Men’s Health Network of-
fers the following 10 sugges-
tions to help you identify and 
ward off - or at least better 
cope with - potential sources 
of holiday depression.

1. Acknowledge, rather 
than hide, the fact that 
you’re hurting - Anticipate 
that others around you may 
expect certain attitudes and 
behaviors from you. Still, 
you may not feel that way. 
Understand that much of the 
“holiday hype” is based upon 
the retail industry’s (and me-
dia’s), overly emotional, sen-
timental, nostalgic, and even 
imaginary notion of what 
the holidays should be like 
(usually to try to sell you 
something.). Take away the 
shoulds. Feelings of sadness, 
loneliness, or depression 
don’t automatically vanish 
just because it’s the holidays. 
You are not a slave to others’ 
expectations. Regardless of 
the reason, acknowledge your 
difficulty at this time, be open 
and honest with others, refuse 
to feel guilty, and plan ahead 
and/or get help if you need it.

2. Have a plan to deal 
with your feelings - You 
know what to expect, and you 
feel the hurt coming on. Have 
a plan to help you fend off or 
deal with your feelings. As 
best you can, surround your-
self with people who care 
about and support you - fam-
ily, friends, or church mem-
bers. Schedule get-togethers. 
Read a book. Invest yourself 
in an exercise program. Aero-

bic activities such as walk-
ing, running, cycling, etc., 
are recommended because 
of their mood-elevating abil-
ity. If necessary, make an ap-
pointment with your doctor 
or therapist. And learn to say 
“no.” Others’ expectations 
can run high at this time of 
year, but that’s no reason for 
your own mental health to 
suffer. It’s your life - you take 
charge of it.

3. Set realistic expecta-
tions - Holiday joy has been 
replaced with holiday stress. 
The “reason for the season” 
has succumbed to an endless 
list of “got-to-do’s.” Perfect 
planning. Perfect house. Per-
fect party. Perfect meal. Per-
fect family. Perfect behavior. 
Perfect gift. Perfect feelings. 
Keeping your expectations 
realistic rather than perfec-
tionistic will help you set 
personal boundaries that 
will keep you from overtax-
ing yourself. Prioritize - and 
reduce - self-imposed holi-
day preparations. Delegate 
responsibilities. Plan your 
spending and then stick to 
your budget. Plan your shop-
ping times well in advance. 
Do less and enjoy more. Ob-
sessing over endless externals 
- appearance, cleanliness, and 
logistics - rather than allow-
ing yourself to enjoy mean-
ing, reflection, relationships, 
peace, and comfort, is bound 
to change this long-awaited, 
once-a-year season from a 
time of exuberance to exhaus-
tion.

4. Take time for yourself 
- Ask yourself the question, 
Why is it called holiday de-
pression? For most people, 
the likely answer is because 
these feelings don’t occur at 
any other time of the year. 
In light of this, take a reflec-
tive look at what got you 
through the previous months, 
and then make it a point to 
continue these things during 
the holidays. Simple things 
such as getting enough rest, 
eating and drinking in mod-
eration, exercising regularly, 
or continuing other favorite 
activities can maintain a feel-
ing of normalcy, routine, con-
trol, and predictability during 
a time often lacking these 
things because of time off 
from work, travel, and chang-
es in environment. There is 
no need to let self-pressures 
or others’ expectations force 
you to significantly alter your 
life. 

5. Consider that your 
depression may actually 
be caused by this time of 
year - In addition to stress, 
separation, or self, holiday 
depression can be related to 
the season. Seasonal affec-
tive disorder, or SAD, can 
occur when a person experi-
ences reduced exposure to 
sunlight - which is just what 
happens during the holiday 
season when daylight hours 
are shorter. Check with your 
doctor to see if light therapy 
might be beneficial in helping 
you overcome your depres-

sion.
6. Help others - Experts 

agree: reaching out to those 
who are less fortunate helps 
the helper as well as the 
helped. Soup kitchens, home-
less shelters, nursing homes, 
churches, and scores of other 
organizations can always use 
volunteers, especially at criti-
cal times of the year. In ad-
dition to providing service 
to others, you’ll benefit from 
receiving the company of the 
people around you rather than 
being alone.

7. Bury the hatchet - at 
least until after the holi-
days - Family conflicts are 
a reality of life. And since 
no perfect families exist 
throughout the previous ten-
and-a-half months of the year, 
they shouldn’t be expected to 
magically appear during the 
holidays. Still, disciplines 
such as “letting go” and for-
giving can go a long way to 
help heal past wounds. Ad-
ditionally, family conflicts 
can be temporarily set aside 
- even scheduled - until after 
the high-tension holidays in 
order to facilitate the health, 
wellbeing, peace, and enjoy-
ment of everyone at this spe-
cial time.

8. Start your own tradi-
tions - Sometimes it’s neces-
sary to let go of - or at least 
modify - the past. Sure, fam-
ily traditions are great. But 
both families and traditions 
change with time. Despite 
the generalized portrayals of 
the holidays, the truth is that 
everyone celebrates them in 
ways differing from subtle 
to significant. So, rather than 
wallowing in disappointment 
over the lost “good old days,” 
accept the fact that some 
change may be necessary, 
grasp the season as it is now, 
look forward to the future, 
and create your own family 
traditions that can be enjoyed 
throughout the years and even 
into future generations.

9. Keep your alcohol in-
take low - Of course, along 
with the season’s eating and 
being merry comes drink-
ing - especially alcohol. But 
don’t pour gasoline on a fire. 
Remember, alcohol itself has 
a depressive effect on your 
nervous system, so if you’re 
experiencing the holiday 
blues, drinking too much al-
cohol will only worsen your 
depression.

10. Rededicate yourself to 
your spirituality - For what 
reasons do the holidays even 
exist if not spiritual? But in 
today’s chaotic, commercial-
ized culture, the “reason for 
the season” has been swal-
lowed up by maddening ma-
terialism that can easily dis-
tract us from the rich history, 
meaning, and significance of 
the holiday celebrations. Take 
some time to step back, slow 
down, and refocus on tran-
scendent, eternal matters. Re-
dedicate yourself to spiritual 
pursuits, such as church at-
tendance, church work, your 
prayer life, and other spiritual 
disciplines. Regain the focus, 
peace, and comfort originally 
intended for this time of year.

WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama announced a new 
initiative at the National Institutes of 
Health in pursuit of a cure for HIV, 
saying his administration is redirect-
ing $100 million into the project to 
find a new generation of therapies.

“The United States should be 
at the forefront of new discoveries 
into how to put HIV into long-term 
remission without requiring lifelong 
therapies, or better yet, eliminate it 
completely,” Obama said.

Obama made the announcement 
Monday, Dec. 2, at a White House 
event marking World AIDS Day, 
which was Sunday, Dec. 1, - and as 
health leaders and philanthropists 
gathered in Washington to determine 
how to replenish the major global 
health fund that combats AIDS and 
two of the world’s other leading kill-
ers in low-income countries.

Obama pledged that the U.S. 
would contribute up to $5 billion 
over the next three years to The 

Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria - as long as other 
countries do their part and contribute 
$10 billion. The U.S. matches contri-
butions to the Geneva-based Global 
Fund on a 1-to-2 funding ratio set by 
Congress.

“Don’t leave our money on the 
table,” Obama said.

The Global Fund is trying to raise 
$15 billion to cover its programs 
from 2014 to 2016. The fund sup-
ports HIV therapy for more than five 
million people, as well as treatments 
for tuberculosis and malaria, and the 
distribution of insecticide-treated 
bed nets.

Also, billionaire Bill Gates said he 
planned to nearly double his founda-
tion’s contribution to this next round 
of the Global Fund, to $500 million. 
Gates had already pledged $300 
million, but told a small group of 
reporters at the National Institutes of 
Health that he would match an ad-
ditional $200 million from private 
sources in an effort to draw in new 
donors.

Gates donned a biohazard suit and 
respirator for a close-up look at how 
NIH scientists are hunting new ther-
apies for increasingly drug-resistant 
tuberculosis. He emerged from the 
laboratory energized about promis-
ing candidates - but with a sober 
message for policymakers: Defeat-
ing global killers like TB and AIDS 
requires adequate funding of both 
the delivery of today’s treatments 
and the research required for better 
ones.

“We’re deeply disappointed” in 
cuts to the NIH’s budget, Gates said.

Earlier this year, NIH lost $1.5 
billion of its $31 billion budget to 
automatic spending cuts known as 
the sequester, after years of budgets 
that didn’t keep up with inflation. 
NIH is scheduled to lose another 
$600 million from a second round of 
sequester cuts set to take effect next 
month. That in turn limits how much 
the NIH can devote to different dis-
eases.

“Investing in research has huge 
paybacks,” Gates said.

Attorney General Jim Hood is-
sued a warning to underage drinkers 
across the state.

“While we enforce underage 
drinking laws every day, I want our 
young people and our retailers to be 
fully aware that law enforcement 
agencies statewide will especially 
be out in force over the holidays,” 
said Attorney General Hood. “It is 
illegal in Mississippi to sell alcohol 
to anyone under the age of 21.”

Law enforcement officers with 
the Alcohol & Tobacco Enforce-
ment Division of the Attorney 
General’s Office, working with in-
vestigators from the Mississippi Al-
coholic Beverage Control Bureau of 

Enforcement and local law enforce-
ment agencies, will be working un-
dercover statewide cracking down 
on those who sell alcohol to minors.  
A recent sweep of the college towns 
Oxford, Hattiesburg and Starkville 
resulted in 80 citations being writ-
ten.

In Oxford Sept. 19, officers with 
the Alcohol & Tobacco Enforce-
ment Division of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office working with the ABC 
and Oxford Police Department 
found the following violations:

Minors in Possession - 36
Fake ID’s - 20
Sales of Beer to Minor - 2
Arrest for Disorderly Conduct - 1
In Hattiesburg Sept. 25, officers 

with the Alcohol & Tobacco En-
forcement Division of the Attorney 
General’s Office working with the 
ABC found the following viola-
tions:

Minors in Possession - 2
Sales of Beer to Minor - 3
In Starkville Oct. 10, officers 

with the Alcohol & Tobacco En-
forcement Division of the Attorney 
General’s Office working with the 
ABC found the following viola-
tions:

Minors in Possession - 9
Fake ID’s - 3
Sales of Beer to Minor - 1
Sale of Alcohol to Minor - 1
Public Drunk - 1
Resisting Arrest -1

“We appreciate the good 
working relationship we have 
with ABC, and together we want 
to send the message that we are 
united in our efforts to fight un-
derage drinking in Mississippi,” 
said Attorney General Hood. “I 
would also like to note that we 
are out doing this type of work all 
year long. The holidays are just a 
good time for us to issue the re-
minder that we are out.”

During recent checks of col-
lege towns, the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office noticed an increase 
in the use of fake IDs among col-
lege students. “Presenting a fake 
ID to purchase alcohol is illegal 
and could result in charges being 
brought against you,” warns At-
torney General Hood.

The Attorney General’s Of-
fice and ABC will continue con-
ducting statewide enforcement 
checks through the Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and New Year 
holidays.

During the past fiscal year, the 
Attorney General’s Alcohol and 
Tobacco Enforcement Unit has 
conducted over 6,000 compli-
ance checks with 221 buys for 
a 4 percent buy rate across the 
state.
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White House: 375,000 visits 
to health care website 

Avoiding the holiday blues 

Obama reveals $100 million 
HIV research initiative

Attorney General cautions Mississippi 
minors about dangers of underage drinking

The Associated Press

By Alphonso Gibbs
Men’s Health Network

By Lauran Neergaard 
AP Medical Writer

President Barack Obama speaking at a world AIDS Day event, Monday, Dec. 2, 2013, in the South Court Auditorium 
on the White House complex in Washington. (AP Photo/ Evan Vucci)

   if you have ever wondered 
why so many people attach such 
importance to clean air, take a look 
at a recent analysis of 17 studies 
on the link between air pollution 
and lung cancer.  the studies 
were a compilation of research 
representing 12 cities and nine 
countries.  the research showed 
that long-term exposure to even low-
level air pollution may increase the 
risk of lung cancer, adenocarcinoma 
in particular.  Adenocarcinoma 
(cancer that forms in glandular 
tissue) accounts for a majority of 
lung cancer cases among smokers 
and nonsmokers.  While some 
may point to the cost of instituting 
regulations that help clean the air 
we breathe, it should also be pointed 
out that inaction exacts a cost of a 

different kind.

   researchers now know that outdoor 
air pollution is not only a major 
risk to health in general, but also 
a leading environmental cause of 
cancer deaths.  studies have shown 
that exposure levels have increase 
heavily in some parts of the world.  
With the very latest equipment, 
ultra-modern facilities, and the 
finest cancer treatment specialists 
anywhere, the mississippi 
cAncer institUte offers a level 
of caring and compassion you can 
only find at home.  to schedule 
an appointment, please call 601-
249-5510.  We are located at 1501 
Aston Avenue.  both smoking and 
air pollution are controllable risk 
factors for lung cancer.

let’s cleAr the Air

The Mississippi Link Newswire
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Some of the re-
sponses by the Re-
publicans and their 
friends to the iran 
nuclear deal have 
been nothing short 

of amazing.
The deal includes greater 

and closer inspections of ira-
nian sites, some relief from the 
sanctions, and the delay in cer-
tain steps that the iranians had 
been contemplating. After six 
months, this is to be reviewed.

The israeli government 
and many of their Republican 
friends in the U.S. immediately 
attacked the deal, in some cases 
not even waiting to review the 
full text of the agreement.

There is only one conclusion 
that can be derived from that 
approach: israeli prime Min-
ister Benjamin netanyahu and 
his friends in the Republican 
party here in the U.S.A. want a 
war with iran. There really is no 
other conclusion.

For all of the rhetoric about 
increasing the sanctions, there 
are several ironies afoot. is-
rael, a country that has never 
been a signatory to the nuclear 
non-proliferation Treaty (and 
reportedly possesses at least 
100 nuclear weapons), wants 
to cripple - if not attack - iran, 
which is a country that signed 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
Treaty, has no nuclear weap-
ons and has not been shown to 

actually be developing nuclear 
weapons.

Think about that for a mo-
ment. The israeli government, 
along with hawks in the Repub-
lican party, along with some 
Democrats, have been beating 
the war-drums for years.

iran, which has a right to de-
velop nuclear power, is being 
told, in essence, that it does not 
have such a right, though the 
israelis have been permitted to 
secretly create nuclear weap-
ons, some of which they devel-
oped in conjunction with apart-
heid South Africa in the 1980s.

The deal that the Obama ad-
ministration signed with iran, 
along with other major pow-
ers, steps back from the brink 
of war. One does not need to 
be a fortuneteller to know that 
heightened sanctions represent 
only one step away from all-out 
war.

Thus, the question is whether 
one believes that war with iran 
is justified. This needs to be put 
on the table and demagogues 
need not be permitted to walk 
around the issue.

There are no demonstrable 
facts to indicate that the ira-
nians are developing nuclear 
weapons. You can believe any-
thing that you want and see all 
sorts of possible dangers, but 
the evidence is not there.

instead, the israeli govern-
ment - which during the iran/
iraq War supplied iran with 
weaponry - wishes to play up 

fears and islamophobia in order 
to discourage any sort of peace-
ful resolution of the conflict.  In 
that regard, it is important that 
you, the reader, ignore the flow-
ery language that we hear from 
the israeli government and the 
hawks here about their alleged 
desire for peace.

They are looking for what 
would amount to the complete 
surrender of the iranians. And 
that is not going to happen. War 
with iran would be a game-
changer. The financial markets 
know it; the oil markets know 
it; and my guess is that you 
know it.

While i continue to believe 
that iran - which has not in-
vaded another country in more 
than 1,000 years - should be 
left alone, in the immediate 
this peace deal needs to be sup-
ported.

War with iran will be an end-
less war. And if you want to be 
reminded of some of the conse-
quences, look at what has been 
happening in iraq, Afghanistan 
and, by the way, open the paper 
to the weekly list of dead U.S. 
soldiers.

Bill Fletcher Jr. is a senior 
scholar with the Institute for 
Policy Studies, the immedi-
ate past president of TransAf-
rica Forum and the author of 
“They’re Bankrupting Us” - 
And Twenty Other Myths about 
Unions.  Follow him on Face-
book and at www.billfletcherjr.
com. 

Dear Mr. presi-
dent,

Lost in all the 
brouhaha over the 
Affordable Care 
Act rollout was 

Speaker John Boehner’s recent 
nail-in-the-coffin comment on 
immigration reform. And yes, 
we know the White House is 
insisting that immigration re-
form should still be a priority, 
but it looks like it will not hap-
pen in 2013.

The reality is if two teens 
who have lost their dad to de-
portation cannot sway the hard 
mind of Boehner, i don’t know 
who will. The speaker said his 
chamber would never consider 
the sweeping immigration bill 
passed by the Senate in June 
and wouldn’t commit to voting 
on House immigration propos-
als by the end of the year.

This came even after brave 
teen activists Carmen Lima, 
13, and Jennifer Martinez, 16, 
crashed Boehner’s breakfast 
at pete’s Diner in D.C. and ex-
plained how they have not seen 
their father since the teens were 
deported.

“So how would you feel if 
you had to tell your kids at the 
age of 10 that you were never 
coming home?” Lima asked 
him in a video posted to You-
Tube by Change nation, a 

branch of the Center for Com-
munity Change, which also 
houses the Fair immigration 
Reform Movement.

But that of course did little 
to thaw the hard heart of the 
speaker, whose future grand-
children will be ‘half im-
migrant.’ instead, at a post-
breakfast news conference at 
the Capitol, Boehner told re-
porters, “We’ve made it clear 
that we’re going to move on a 
common sense step-by-step ap-
proach in terms of how we deal 
with immigration.”

The reality is that you and the 
White House need not appear 
like you are telling Boehner 
and his cronies what to do on 
the issue. Let the people closest 
to him do that.

Maybe it’s time to back up 
and revisit the idea of calling 
Boehner’s son-in-law, Domi-
nic Lakhan, and asking him to 
speak up for immigrants and 
immigration reform. Between 
Lakhan and Rep. Jeff Denham, 
R-Calif., the issue which we 
feel is dead for now could be 
resurrected sooner than later.

Denham is the first Repub-
lican to co-sponsor the Demo-
cratic immigration bill that pro-
vides a pathway to citizenship 
for the nation’s 11 million-plus 
undocumented immigrants. 
And Denham has reportedly 
been asked by Boehner to 
gauge the interest of House Re-

publicans on taking up the con-
tentious issue.

Denham is now circulating 
a letter to fellow GOp House 
members asking for signatures 
in support of an immigration 
overhaul and is initially target-
ing a group of 40-45 Repub-
licans who he believes could 
sign on.

“The speaker basically said, 
‘Show me how much support 
there is to bring this up,’” Den-
ham said. “So we’re circulat-
ing the letter to show him how 
many members are pushing 
hard to get immigration to the 
floor.”

now activists must continue 
the push, because the Latino 
vote will be needed by Repub-
licans if they have any shot at 
winning any national election 
and even some of their mid-
terms. The sooner Denham 
sells that, the better.

Mr. president, it’s time 
to make those two calls - to 
Lakhan and Denham. Let them 
speak for you, or else it’s time 
to find an executive way to 
solve the issue - even if tem-
porarily for many immigrants, 
while showing the Republicans 
who is president.

Respectfully, Felicia persaud
Persaud is CMO of Hard 

Beat Communications, which 
owns the brands NewsAmeri-
casNow, CaribPR Wire and In-
vest Caribbean Now.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

‘Prisonpreneur’: 
from cells to sales

A c c o r d -
ing to the 13th 
A m e n d m e n t , 
slavery in this 
country has not 
been fully abol-
ished; there is 

an exception that says if one 
is duly convicted of a crime 
he or she can be enslaved. 
Read it for yourself; don’t 
take my word for it.

So if you have been en-
slaved by either doing a 
crime or because you are in 
prison for something you did 
not do, why not learn how to 
turn your enslavement into a 
profit by studying to become 
a business owner?

When you are released, 
you will have your business 
plan in hand, ready to meet 
the world of entrepreneurship 
head-on.

For two decades now, i 
have written and spoken 
about that “exception” in the 
13th Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution and advocated a 
literal boycott of prisons es-
pecially by black men, who 
make up a disproportionately 
high percentage of those in-
carcerated in this country.

How do we boycott pris-
ons? Just refrain from doing 
some of the stupid things we 
do that result in prison time. 
it’s bad enough that we have 
many who have been wrongly 
convicted and incarcerated - 
why volunteer to be a slave?

We cannot keep complain-
ing about the “prison indus-
trial complex” and refusing 
to do our part to put it out of 
business by abstaining from 
crime.

For those already impris-
oned in what has become “in-
carceration nation,” why not 
use the time you have there 
to research ways in which 
you can make something or 
do something and sell it to 
someone?

A few years ago, i wrote 
an article titled “prison 
Profits.”A profit can be gen-
erated by prisoners, a profit 

they can keep in their pockets 
rather than have it appear on 
some corporation’s Profit and 
Loss statement.

if prisoners would build up 
their brains the way they build 
up their muscles, they would 
come out with a new skill set 
as well as a new body.

We can do as our ancestors 
did during their enslavement 
period in America. Many en-
slaved Africans became “in-
trapreneurs,” as Juliet E.K. 
Walker describes in her book, 
The History of Black Busi-
ness in America.

Despite their lack of physi-
cal freedom, they leveraged 
their knowledge, and even 
their services in some cases, 
in exchange for a plot of land 
from which they could earn 
profits that would end up be-
ing used to purchase their 
freedom and the freedom of 
others.

They did not succumb to 
the conditions under which 
they were held; they made 
the best of their negative situ-
ation by utilizing their time 
not only to obtain freedom, 
but also to be prepared for 
freedom when it came.

We all know it takes money 
to be free. God showed us 
that when He told the israel-
ites to go back and get trea-
sure from pharaoh. Check 
it out in Exodus 12, the first 
case of reparations in history. 
God knew they would need 
“money” when they secured 
their freedom.

We must learn from the past 
and use it to propel us for-
ward to true economic free-
dom. While in jail and when 
released from jail, our broth-
ers and sisters must change 
not only their behavior but 
their attitude about business 
as well.

All the excuses and rea-
sons for crime notwithstand-
ing, we know the system is 
against us. But many of us 
keep engaging it and repeat-
ing that process over and over 
again. Recidivism rates are 
around 60 percent after three 
years of incarceration.

We know there is a cause 
and effect relationship be-
tween poverty and crime. 
And to the degree that we 
can shift that equation to our 
advantage, by teaching our 
young children and teenag-
ers entrepreneurship and by 
starting and growing our own 
businesses, we should make 
every effort to do so.

it is our responsibility to do 
what we can to control what 
we can control, to stay out of 
prisons, and then to advocate 
for the kind of training in our 
schools that can at least pro-
vide the opportunity for busi-
ness ownership among our 
youth.

i am going to make up an-
other word for this:  ‘pris-
onpreneur.’ A recent Cnn 
segment featured men at San 
Quentin becoming technol-
ogy entrepreneurs while in 
prison and getting great jobs 
when they were released. 
They were taught all the skills 
of owning a business while 
they were spending time in-
carcerated.

What a novel idea, huh?  
Well, it’s not novel at all, as 
i have just shown you with 
our enslaved ancestors. But 
now that Cnn has lauded 
it, maybe it will take hold 
throughout the prison system 
population.

We need to stop being so 
hard-headed and make the ap-
propriate changes necessary 
to control our own destiny, 
rather than turning it over to 
a prison system that is only 
interested in making a profit 
from the work we put in ev-
ery day behind prison walls.

The answer: work for your-
self not for the new slave 
master, the prison system. Be 
a ‘prisonpreneur.’

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati Af-
rican American Chamber 
of Commerce, is a writer on 
economic empowerment for 
black people. He is an ad-
junct professor at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati and can be 
reached through his Website, 
blackonomics.com.

Eager for a war with Iran

Letter to the president: 
immigration reform now!

By Eric Garcia. Chicago, IL, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

By Felicia Persaud 
Special from New York Amsterdam News



I try to con-
sistently engage 
my children in 
dialogue, not 
only with me, 
but with each 
other (in my 

presence). I truly believe that 
this practice keeps me and my 
husband informed parents and 
in a lot of ways: it helps to 
know what our young ones are 
facing and it also gives them 
an opportunity to learn a little 
more about their parents and 
what we faced at their ages.

In a recent conversation that 
I had with our teenage son, we 
talked about parenting styles 
and his opinion on how it af-
fects what children do. Now, 
you know this got my undi-
vided attention because I was 
sure that he was going to com-
pare how he was being reared 
with what he knew about the 
upbringing of his peers.

(My husband swears I need 
to warn him about things that 
I am going to say about him 
before it is published, but I 
seldom do. What I’m about to 
share with you will probably 
have him saying, “why didn’t 
you tell me you were going to 
write about that?)

I can’t remember what 
sparked the topic between 
me and our son but before I 
knew it, we were discussing 
how important it is to have a 
full-time father (or even fa-
ther figure) in your life. My 
son began sharing what he 
thought were the character-
istics of a strong loving man 
and how that love transcends 
to his children. He also said, 
“Sometimes I think about my 
friends who don’t have dads 
who sit down with them to try 
to explain what’s happening 
in the world. They don’t have 
those special dad and son mo-
ments. I know that you tell me 
I’m too big now, but I still like 
to play with dad by jumping 
on or running into him. Mom, 
that’s just my way of showing 
him love, plus daddy is still a 
lot bigger than me.” I laughed 
at that and responded, yea, but 
he’s a lot older and more frag-
ile too. My son laughed and 
responded, “I know it sounds 
crazy Mom, but I think my 
favorite memory is whenever 
I tried to sneak up on daddy, 
he’d usually catch me and 
give me a noogie upside my 
head. He never hurt me do-
ing that, even though I knew 
he could, but I kept attacking 
him anyway because it was 
our thing.”

As I smiled, he admitted to 
me, “Mom, I know that I mess 
up a lot and I can tell that 
sometimes I make you and 
dad so mad you could ‘choke’ 
me but you don’t. I don’t’ al-
ways agree with my punish-
ments and a lot of times I do 

deserve them but I’m happy 
that you get my attention be-
cause if you didn’t, I could re-
ally be messed up with a lot of 
kids my age. You don’t have 
any idea how hard it is to be a 
teenager today.”

(We all know the phrase that 
has been repeated time and 
time again, “There is nothing 
new under the sun.” Well, I 
didn’t use it on my son dur-
ing this conversation because 
even though he was thinking 
I may not know how hard it 
is to be a teenager, I do know 
that being a teenager is new to 
him.) 

He talked more about some 
of the challenges that he and 
many of his friends face and 
how they have chosen to over-
come it. He admitted it an-
gers him sometimes to know 
that his friends can get away 
with a lot of stuff but his dad 
and I are consistent with what 
we expect from him - to be a 
God-fearing young man and 
one who knows that his par-
ents won’t give up on him.

You know I immediately 
reflected on God’s love for 
us. God knows how, when 
and where we mess up, even 
before we do it. We know 
that we are doing wrong but 
he continues to love us any-
way. We think that what we 
are experiencing, no one will 
understand, but God has been 
there and done that so many 
times and not just now but 
for thousands of years. As His 
children, we should sincerely 
seek His help and He will see 
us through it. God is the great-
est of all fathers and just as 
my son eluded, “even when 
we try to sneak and do wrong, 
God is watching and has a just 
punishment for us.

Thank you, Lord, for the 
young and for the seasoned. 
Thank God for the miracles 
of life and for allowing us to 
share our love with others. 
But most importantly, thank 
you Lord, for your Son.

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to know how you give 
thanks to the Lord.

The King James Version of 
Isaiah 52:7 reads: “How beau-
tiful upon the mountains are 
the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth 
peace; that bringeth good tid-
ings of good, that publisheth 
salvation; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth! 

His presence is everywhere 
and so should the news of 
His love for all of His chil-
dren. Don’t forget to tell Him 
“Thank You.”

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or 
mail your information to The 
Mississippi Link, 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 
39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Temptation is like an 
intersection  - ‘Finale’

Pentecostal powerhouses 
meet for reconciliation

Here we are, 
my brothers 
and sisters, at 
the finale’ of 
our Temptation 
series.

If you can, 
please review the Temptation 
series that began Oct. 10. You 
will recall that throughout this 
series, we have established 
the fact that it is difficult to 
fight against temptation, but 
we must run away from it.

We just discussed last week 
that Jesus did several things 
to avoid yielding to tempta-
tion. The first thing we noted 
is that Jesus submitted him-
self and we should follow his 
suit.   Now we look at others 
practices of Jesus as he avoid-
ed the yield of temptation.

We must learn to walk in 
the Spirit as noted in Matthew 
4:1 which reads: “Then Jesus 
was led by the Spirit up into 
the wilderness, to be tempted 
by the Devil.”

Verse 1 said Jesus was led 
by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
enabled Him to withstand the 
temptation from Satan him-
self. 

I recall Jesus having told 
His disciples in Luke 24:49, 
“I send forth the promise of 
my Father on you. But wait 
in the city of Jerusalem until 
you are clothed with power 
from on high.” One writer 
said Jesus wanted them to re-
ceive the Holy Spirit for three 
reasons: 

1. To live inside of them to 
comfort them. 

2. That their witnessing and 
preaching would be accompa-
nied by the demonstration of 
power that people might be-
lieve and 

3. That they might be able 
to work miracles.

This lets us know that God 
intends for Christians to not 
walk in the flesh, but rather 
live in the Spirit so we can 

make a difference for the 
Kingdom of God. The reason 
many believers fall prey to 
temptation is because we fail 
to walk in the Spirit. Galatians 
5:16 says, “Walk by the Spir-
it, and you won’t fulfill the 
lust of the flesh.” One writer 
said: “…the more Christians 
make up their minds to obey 
the new nature and follow the 
motions of the spirit of grace, 
the more will the power of in-
dwelling sin be put to death 
and kept under control.”

We are warned not to abuse 
our new position of freedom 
in Christ as an occasion to 
sin. Galatians 5:13, “…you 
have been called to liberty; 
only do not use liberty as an 
opportunity for the flesh…”

Do not use Christian lib-
erty as a ploy to indulge in 
sin. The fact that you have 
grace and mercy in your life 
because you accepted Christ, 
do not take advantage of it 
by sinning and gratifying the 
flesh just because you know 
God is a forgiving God.

2 Peter 2:9 reads: “The 
Lord is able to keep the up-
right safe in the time of test-
ing…” This tells us that 
when we are in the midst of 
our challenges we are able to 
bear it. God knows your level 
of strength…often we don’t 
realize how strong we are 
because we spend too much 
time worrying about the prob-
lem we face, but God gives 
us enough power and grace to 
hold out.

We have to get a grip on 
walking in the Spirit because 
if we do not we will not be 
able to fulfill God’s purpose 
for our lives. Galatians 5:17 
reads: “For the flesh lusts 
against the Spirit, and the 
Spirit against the flesh; and 
these are contrary to one an-
other, so that you do not do 
the things that you wish.”

The flesh wars against the 
Spirit to keep you from do-
ing what’s right and the Spirit 

wars against the flesh to keep 
you from doing wrong. Bear 
in mind that since you have a 
new nature you are supposed 
to carry out God’s plan, but if 
you permit the flesh to domi-
nate your life, God’s purpose 
will not be carried out in your 
life.

The final thing I’d like to 
say about Matthew 4:1 is that 
it says the Spirit led Jesus up 
(He led Him up into the moun-
tains). If we practice walking 
in the Spirit, we will go up in 
Christ. Life in the Spirit takes 
you higher in God. The Greek 
word for up here is anago 
which means to bring out or 
to loose (God will bring you 
through your trials when you 
walk in the Spirit). He will 
loose your chains of bondage 
no matter what they are.

Another definition for ana-
go is to sail away. There is 
liberty in the Spirit and when 
we walk in the Spirit it’s like 
sailing. 2 Corinthians 3:17 
reads: “…where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is liberty.” 

Another practice is fasting 
as noted in Matthew 4:2, 3 
which reads: “…he fasted for-
ty days and forty nights, and 
afterward he was hungry. And 
the tempter came and said 
to him, if you are the Son of 
God, command these stones 
to become loaves of bread.”

Interestingly, right after 
Jesus was proclaimed the 
Son of God (Matthew 3), He 
didn’t hang around to bask in 
the glow of whom He was but 
He was led by the Holy Spirit 
into the wilderness to fast for 
40 days. Keep in mind that Je-
sus’ ministry was about to be-
gin and so He prepared Him-
self by prayer and fasting. He 
didn’t just hop up and start 
ministering to others but He 
let God minister to Him first.

It is also interesting that 
the first big challenge Jesus 
faced in His ministry was not 
sickness, deafness, blindness, 
and people who were demon 

possessed; the first big test Je-
sus faced in His ministry was 
Satan himself, the god of this 
world and the chief promoter 
of evil. So, it was only appro-
priate that Jesus fast and pray 
because at the end of His fast 
then came the chief tempter 
(Satan).

One Bible scholar said, 
“While our Lord was hidden 
in fasting, the devil stayed 
still; but when Jesus came 
forth out of fasting, he found 
his foe, Satan waiting for 
him.”

When we make an effort to 
live for Christ then comes Sa-
tan. When we decide to tithe 
then comes that unexpected 
bill. When you decided to try 
to make your marriage work, 
then came appealing tempta-
tion to commit adultery. Just 
when you made up in your 
mind to forgive that person 
who did you wrong, they stab 
you in the back again.

As soon as Jesus completed 
His fast then came Satan, but 
the fact that Jesus had been 
fasting for 40 days He was 
more than ready to face the 
chief demon. 

When we practice fasting 
more we will find that we can 
overcome great temptations 
that would normally engulf 
the average person.

Rev. Leon Collier is the 
pastor of Makarios Worship 
Center, 464 Church Rd., Mad-
ison. Residents of Madison, 
he and wife, Minister Yolan-
da; are the proud parents of 
three daughters. He received 
degrees from Criswell Col-
lege in Dallas; Southern 
Methodist University - Per-
kins School of Theology; and 
a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Semi-
nary. A pastor for 23 years, 
Collier serves as a volunteer 
chaplain for the Mississippi 
Governor’s Mansion. He 
may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

Leaders from the Assemblies 
of God and Church of God in 
Christ participated in a historic 
meeting in Springfield, Mo., 
in November 2013, marking 
the first time two of America’s 
largest Pentecostal movements 
gathered for dialogue.

This is a wonderful day,” said 
Assemblies of God General Su-
perintendent George O. Wood. 
“Meeting with our like-minded 
brothers from the Church of 
God in Christ is something we 
and the leadership of COGIC 

have longed to do for years, and 
now it has finally happened.”

During a chapel service, 
Wood reflected that the long-
standing separation between the 
two groups occurred because 
of the racial culture in America 
almost a century  sago, which 
shaped the church rather than 
the Bible. He added that the 
meeting represents a step to-
ward healing that rift and mov-
ing forward.

There were several COGIC 
leaders in attendance, includ-
ing current Presiding Bishop 

Charles E. Blake Sr.
The historic meeting was 

hosted by AG at its national of-
fice, which welcomed the COG-
IC representatives in a spirit of 
dialogue.

“Many of us have scars. 
Nobody considers a scar 
to be a pleasant thing. But, 
do you know what a scar 
is? A scar is nothing but a 
healed wound. And if you 
have a scar that just means 
the worst is over and the 
best is yet to come,” Bish-
op Blake said.

Blake

N E w s  F R o M  T h E  w o R d

R E i g N i N g  A N N o u N c E M E N T s
Zion Traveler’s M. B. Church, 925 W. Pearl St., Jackson, will host it Church Ban-
quet Saturday, Dec. 7, at 7 p.m. For more information visit the church’s website at 
ziontravelers.org or call 601.355.5545.

College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, will host its Annual 
Christmas Gala Sunday, Dec. 8, at 5 p.m. in the church’s Family Life Center. The 
theme is “The Joy of Receiving the Gift.” Donations are $15 for adults and $10 for 
children 12 years of age and under. For more information call 601.355.2670.

St. Paul A. M. E. Church, 816 Madison Ave., Madison, Parker-Smothers Women’s 
Missionary Society is accepting canned goods and non-perishable items to help 
families through the Christmas holidays. Girl Scout Troop 5489 is assisting Stewpot 
Ministries through the donations of various toiletries. The deadline for donations for 
both drives is Sunday, December 22. For more information call 601.898.9610.
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By Rev. Leon Collier
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In the Gos-
pel according to 
Luke 9:57-62, 
the following 
Scriptures are 
recorded: “Now 
it happened as 

they journeyed on the road, 
that someone said to Him, 
Lord, I will follow you wher-
ever You go. And Jesus said 
to him, foxes have holes and 
birds of the air have nests, but 
the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay His head.

“Then He said to another, 
follow Me. But he said, Lord, 
let me first go and bury my fa-
ther. Jesus said to him, let the 
dead bury their own dead, but 
you go and preach the King-
dom of God. And another 
also said, Lord, I will follow 
You, but let me first go and 
bid them farewell who are at 
my house. But Jesus said to 
him, no one having put his 
hand to the plow, and looking 
back, is fit for the Kingdom 
of God.”

There is a cost to be a true 
disciple of Jesus and being fit 
for service in the Kingdom 
of God. What does being fit 
for service mean? It means 
to give up; God first; and get 
ready. The first requirement 
for service is being willing 
to leave everything behind. 
The first man to speak to Je-
sus said he would follow any-
where.

Jesus replied with “I have 
no home or bed.” The im-
plication is: “Are you still 
willing to follow Me under 
those same conditions?” The 

man’s true commitment was 
being put to the test. Was 
the man willing to pay the 
price to really follow Jesus? 
The rich young ruler in Mark 
10:17 was told to sell all he 
had. However, he turned and 
walked away because he had 
much wealth.

When you are fit for service 
in the military, it means that 
you have made the decision 
to leave your former life be-
hind and follow the orders of 
your Commander-in-Chief. 
You are willing to leave at a 
moment’s notice and sleep in 
places not your home.

Disciples in the Army of 
the Lord are called to leave 
everything behind and fol-
low their Commander and 
Chief. They are to consider 
this world as a place in which 
they are just passing through; 
this is not their home. If God 
called you to leave your 
home and all that you have, 
would you be able to pull up 
and leave it all behind?

The second man that Jesus 
spoke to answered Jesus’ call 
by saying, “Lord, first let me 
go and bury my father.” Je-
sus said to him: “Let the dead 
bury their own dead, but you 
go and proclaim the Kingdom 
of God.” The words of Je-
sus seem very harsh, but we 
must remember that the Lord 
knows our hearts and He 
knew this man’s heart. The 
excuse for not following Je-
sus was that he wanted to first 
bury his father. The text does 
not tell us if the father was 
already dead, but he probably 
was still alive.  

During the time of this con-

versation, Jewish Law com-
manded that there was a set 
time period that a family had 
to bury the dead. If the father 
had already died, the man 
probably would have already 
been at home with the family 
as they were mourning and 
preparing for the burial. The 
man wanted to postpone his 
following the Lord because 
he wanted to put his family 
before Jesus.

God will never take sec-
ond place in our lives. He 
deserves our first priority and 
highest allegiance. In order to 
be fit for service in the King-
dom of God, we must give up 
our security here and put God 
before anything or anyone - 
even our families.

In Jesus’ answer, He is tell-
ing us that we need to have our 
priorities straight. We must 
love God with all our heart, 
soul, mind and strength. God 
must be first, then others and 
finally ourselves.

The third man asks to first 
go and say good-bye to his 
family (friends). Again, no-
tice the request to first go 
back before following. If we 
are to be true disciples, there 
must be a conscience com-
mitment to sacrifice all to 
follow God. The third man’s 
request seems very innocent 
to us, but again we must re-
member that God looks at the 
motive of our hearts.

If our hearts are divided, 
our loyalty will be divided as 
well. If we continually keep 
looking back, we will not be 
fully set on moving ahead 
with God or for God. We 
must say as did the Apostle 

Paul that we are forgetting 
what is behind and pressing 
toward what is ahead.

Does this mean we forget 
about our families? No, not at 
all! But it does mean that our 
priority must be God first and 
all else, even family, comes 
second to obedience to our 
Heavenly Father. As Jesus 
states in Verse 62, “No one 
who puts his hand to the plow 
and looks back is fit for ser-
vice in the Kingdom of God.”

As followers for Jesus, we 
too need to be ready to re-
spond at a moment’s notice. 
We need to stay alert and 
ready for not only His call to 
service but His return as well. 
The hour and time of Jesus’ 
return is unknown. We do not 
want to be caught unprepared 
but ready.

People who are ready for 
their Lord’s return are: 1) 
not hypocritical, but sincere; 
2) not fearful, but ready to 
witness; 3) not worried, but 
trusting; 4) not greedy, but 
generous; and 5) not lazy, but 
diligent.

May your life be more 
like Christ so that when He 
comes, you will be ready to 
greet Him joyfully!

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
senior pastor of Joynes Road  
Church of God in Hampton, 
Va. He is married to Velma L. 
Green. He honorably served 
in the U.S. Army for 20 years. 
Presently, Rev. Green is a 
member of the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelism Church 
of God, Anderson, Ind. He 
serves as vice-chairman at 
the Southeastern Association 
of The Church of God, Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

Fit for service in the Kingdom of God

A few years 
ago, what start-
ed as a brief 
conversation in 
a church book-
store between 
myself and two 

church members turned into 
an encouraging discussion and 
prayer about how to handle tran-
sition. We each shared how the 
transitions that we were going 
through stirred up so  many ex-
pected and unexpected emotions 
like relief, confidence, joy, fear, 
guilt, and anxiety.

At the end of our prayer, we 
agreed that even though our 
transitions were different, we 
had to learn how to do the same 
thing:   trust God in the transi-
tion. Because it’s human nature 
to fight change (and the one who 
allows change to happen), some-
times we end up fighting God 
and his plan for our lives. By the 
end of that week, I’d had similar 
conversations with at least three 
other friends about dealing with  
similar transitions.

It’s been said that money or 
the lack of money often  brings 
out the “true” you. Transitions 
and our response to them do the 
same.   For example, those of us 
who are fearful before a transi-
tion are just as fearful (if not 
more fearful) afterwards. Some 
of us get stuck halfway through 
the transition and want to go 
back to where we started. We 
may even try to mask that fear 
by trying to control every aspect 
of the change.

As you deal with your life’s 
transitions, don’t ask God 
“why?”  - “ Why me Lord?” Ask 
God “how?” - How do I continue 

to praise you through this? How 
do I continue to trust you? How 
do I stay encouraged? How do I 
keep going? How much more of 
myself can I give to you? How 
much more strength will I need?

Sometimes we think that the 
hardest part of a transition is just 
accepting the change itself. I also 
think the hard part might be trust-
ing God as we continue through 
the transition. Some of us start 
off looking forward to change, 
but when it gets too hard, we 
change our minds. Like Peter 
who wavered when walking on 
the water in Matthew 14:22-31, 
we lose faith and focus on the 
circumstances that surround us.   
God allows transitions because 
he wants to build our character 
and increase our faith.

Romans 8:28 is a familiar pas-
sage of scripture that reminds us 
that “in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him,  
who have been called according 
to his purpose.” It’s 10 verses 
later in verses 38-39 that we find 
out why:” For I am convinced 
that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

No matter what the transition, 
we will always be loved by God.   
It’s just that simple.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving From 
Pain to Purpose after a Relation-
ship ends.” She can be reached 
at lovehangover@juno.com, 
at www.shewandariley.com or 
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com 

Transition can be a  
Christian’s best friend

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p r E S E r v E d

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

www.nhcms.org
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Interdenominational Theological Center
to offer certificate in theological classes

at Bonner Campbell Religious Institute - Edwards, Miss

The Eighth Episcopal District of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church-Bonner Campbell 
Religious Institute has partnered with The 
Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) 
of Atlanta, Ga. to begin a special eight-month 
series of classes in theological studies for 
clergy and laypersons of all faiths that may want 
to improve their knowledge and preparedness 
for ministry.

Saint Paul AME Church in Madison, Miss., Rev. 
Nettie Ranel, pastor, will host the program 
at Bonner Campbell Religious Institute in 
Edwards, Miss. The program and classes will be 
scheduled for the convenience of the students. 

A high school diploma or college degree is not 
required for enrollment.

All interested persons are invited to an 
Orientation/Registration session to be held 
Saturday Dec. 14, 2013 (2 p.m. - 3 p.m.) at Saint 
Paul AME Church in Madison. Classes will begin 
in February 2014. Students who successfully 
complete the eight required courses will be 
awarded a certificate in theology by The ITC- 
an accredited seminary.

For more information, please contact Rev.  
Ranel at (318) 450-8065 or Chaplain Annie L. 
Davis at (843) 338-4136.
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EmploymEnT

DEpArTmEnT oF FinAncE AnD ADminisTrATion
bUrEAU oF bUilDinG, GroUnDs AnD

rEAl propErTy mAnAGEmEnT
JAckson, mississippi

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Prop-
erty Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 
39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 12/31/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 358-047 House Sound System 
	 	 New	Capitol	Building	(Office	of	Capitol	Facilities)	
	 	 (Department	of	Finance	and	Administration)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

	 Professional:	 Watkins	&	O’Gwynn,	P.A.	

	 Address:					 Post	Office	Box	16074
	 	 	 4523	Office	Park	Drive
	 	 	 Jackson,	Mississippi	39236-6074	
 
	 Phone:	 	 601-982-3313

A	deposit	of	$100.00	 is	 required.	 	Bid	preparation	will	be	 in	accordance	with	
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of Building, 
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregulari-
ties and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and desks will not be avail-
able for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

11/28/2013, 12/5/2013

EmploymEnT

church organist Vacancy

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church is seeking a Church Organist for the Music Min-
istry.  The organist is responsible for playing for all choirs and activities for the church.  
The position will work directly with the Music Director in organizing and coordinating 
the entire Music Ministry.  Candidate must be an accomplished organist with a proven 
record of working well with various age groups and styles of music.  Must be able to 
read, teach and play all types of music, including hymns, anthems, traditional and con-
temporary gospel, etc.  Candidates must be effective in working with the Music Director 
as he organizes and coordinates activities and songs for several choirs.  Salary range 
is	$15,600	to	$18,200,	and	is	commensurate	with	experience.		Please	submit	your	letter	
of interest and resume to the address listed below not later than December 31, 2013:
 
College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Organist Selection Committee
1600	Florence	Avenue
Jackson, MS  39204

Or email:  chmbc@collegehillchurch.org.

11/28/2013,	12/5/2013,	12/12/2013,	12/19/2013,	12/26/2013

ADVErTisEmEnT For biDs

re- bid 2267 2014 model medium conventional i single-Axle Dry Van

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business	Office,	662	South	President	Street,	Jackson,	Mississippi,	un-
til	 10:00	A.M.	 (Local	 Prevailing	Time)	December	 13,	 2013,	 at	 which	
time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board 
of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive in-
formalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-five	calendar	days	from	the	date	bids	are	opened.		Proposal	forms	
and	detailed	specifications	may	be	obtained	free	of	charge	by	emailing	
acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us,	calling	(601)	960-8799,	or	documents	
may be picked up at the above address.

11/28/2013, 12/5/13

Crossword Solution

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku Solution

© Feature Exchange

ANNUAL FACTORY
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Sale Prices Good Thru December 31!

Discount
Gun Safe
Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233
Prices start at only $499 For
An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900

• 30 Gun Safe...$99900

• 48 Gun Safe...$129900

• 64 Gun Safe...$199900

Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event! 
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$1500
SIGN ON BONUS!!

SCDL-A, 2 years OTR experience. Clean Criminal, Good MVR 
and CSA score. Husband/Wife Teams Encouraged to apply.

For more information or to apply call Human Resources 
919-281-2525 • www.longistics.com

TEAM DRIVERS - We Need 10 Teams ASAP!
Expanding Business!! 

Exciting Times!! 
Operations In Raleigh, NC 

& Memphis, Tn Region
 

Good Miles  • Competitive & 
Consistent Pay • Super Benefits 
• Great equipment • Pet Friendly

800-789-8451 Apply Online:  www.longistics.com

$1500
SIGN ON BONUS!!

SCDL-A, 2 years OTR experience. Clean Criminal, Good MVR 
and CSA score. Husband/Wife Teams Encouraged to apply.

For more information or to apply call Human Resources 
919-281-2525 • www.longistics.com
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& Memphis, Tn Region
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800-789-8451 Apply Online:  www.longistics.com

$1500
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and CSA score. Husband/Wife Teams Encouraged to apply.

For more information or to apply call Human Resources 
919-281-2525 • www.longistics.com

TEAM DRIVERS - We Need 10 Teams ASAP!
Expanding Business!! 

Exciting Times!! 
Operations In Raleigh, NC 

& Memphis, Tn Region
 

Good Miles  • Competitive & 
Consistent Pay • Super Benefits 
• Great equipment • Pet Friendly
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Longistics

PASS

3.556x2
48 Web

3.33x2
46 Web

CDL Truck Driving 
Classes Start BiWeekly 

Jobs Available 
Call SEC Training Centers 

1-877-285-8621 c-671

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
The Mississippi Link

For more information please call: 601-896-0084 



AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Housing and Financial aid for
qualified students. Job placement assis-
tance. CALL Aviation Institute of
Maintenance, 866-367-2510.

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED-
ED! Become a Medical Office Assistant
now at Advanced College. NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED! Online training gets you
job ready! HS diploma/GED &
PC/Internet needed. 1-888-512-7117.

DRIVER TRAINEES! GET FEE-PAID
CDL TRAINING NOW!  Learn to drive
for US Xpress. New drivers can earn
$800/wk & benefits! NO EXPERIENCE
NECESSARY. Be trained & based locally.
1-800-350-7364.
DRIVERS - $500 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by Mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.

Drivers - CDL-A DRIVERS NEEDED!
Now hiring solos & teams in your area!
Small company, BIG benefits! Top pay for
Hazmat. CDL grads welcome. 888-928-
6011. www.TotalMS.com
LINE-HAUL TRUCK DRIVERS needed
at Memphis FedEx Ground Hub by Freight
Co. No Driving Record Accidents. Very
Attractive Pay & Benefits. Fax or Email
Contact To 901-309-0455 or
HR2013@Comcast.net
OWNER OPERATORS Average $3K
per week! Be out up to 14 days and
enjoy guaranteed hometime! Weekly set-
tlements. We pay loaded or unloaded.
100% fuel surcharge to driver. Class-A
CDL & 1 year driving experience. Fleet
Owners Welcome. Operate under your
own authority or ours! Call Matt, 866-
458-2595. DriveForGreatwide.com 
REGIONAL CDL-A DRIVERS. Averitt
offers fantastic benefits and weekly home-
time. 888-362-8608. Paid training for
recent grads with a CDL- “A” and drivers
with limited experience. Apply online at
AverittCareers.com Equal Opportunity
Employer.                        
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
Train to be a PROFESSIONAL TRUCK
DRIVER through Prime’s Student Driver
Program. Obtain your commercial dri-
ver’s license, then get paid while training!
1-800-277-0212. driveforprime.com           

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844. 

THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state or to any area of the
country. An affordable, low-cost way to
reach over 1 million readers. Call MS
Press at 601-981-3060.

SMITH LAKE WATERFRONT priced for
immediate sale. Deep dockable 2 acre
waterfront lot with 233 ft. of waterfront.
Was $220,000 without dock NOW priced
for immediate sale at just $89,900.
Comes with brand new double slip dock
and swim pier. All amenities in place.
Close before Dec. 31st and lender will
pay closing costs*! Terms apply. Call for
more info. 1-877-452-8406.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-800-319-
2526.

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

E d u c a t i o n

S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n gA u c t i o n s

C l a s s e s / T r a i n i n g

R e a l  E s t a t e

S e r v i c e s

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of December 1, 2013

STUMP
GRINDING

Craig Sterling
601-248-9399

Visit our website 
www.stumpsunlimited.com

AUCTION 
Donnie McCool Estate 

 
City of Brandon 

Saturday, Dec. 7, 2013 @ 9 AM 
Kosciusko MS 

   *Selling for the Griggs Estate: 1965 
Corvette convertible, JD 6415 4x4 cab 
w/loader, 2011 King Ranch F250 4x4, JD 
556 baler, Krone hay mower, tufline 
pasture renovator, & 2004 GN cattle trlr.  
   *Selling for the Donnie McCool Estate: 
tools, shop items, welders, (2) nice drag 
cars, 00 Chevy 3500, Cub Cadet zero turn, 
and more.   

shipping containers, other antique cars, 

toolbox, and many other nice items. 
Each item will sell to the highest bidder! 

Thomas Auction and Real Estate 
20035 Hwy 12 E Kosciusko, MS 

Tony R Thomas, MS Lic.#180 
662-289-7800 

www.thomasauctions.net 

Place Your Classified
Ad

STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!

To order, call your
local newspaper or 

MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$800
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:

MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient

one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for

rates in other states.

Dec1_MCAN
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Health Help MS

10/20/2013

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Health Help MS

10/20/2013

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional 
prices

starting at only ...

mo.
for 12 months  

Not eligible with Hopper or 

iPad 2 offer.

where available

ASK ABOUT 
HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET
AS LOW AS ....

mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513

1-800-319-2526
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 
2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional 
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.
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mo.Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month 
commitment and credit qualification.

PACKAGES
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All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit 
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period, 
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change.  ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each 
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies. 
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment 
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly 
price applies and is subject to change.  Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, 
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30.  After 3 
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to 
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional 
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional 
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV 
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc: 
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State 
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks 
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and 
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

For 3 months.

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

Offer subject to change based on 
premium movie channel availability.

FREE

PASS
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

3.556 x 6    48 Web
Dish Network

2x6
(Beginning 6/16/2013)

WINTER
SPECIAL

5 or MORE AVG. STUMPS
(24-inch diameter, 6-inches tall)

$15ea.
(with truck access)

Large Quantities Even Less Where Dry!
$75 Minimum

BEST PRICE &
SERVICE IN

MISSISSIPPI!
Since 1976!

Stump Grinding
Statewide, 

Tree Removal 
Jackson Metro!

601-371-8733

Prices Good Thru 2/28/2014

WINTER
SPECIAL

5 or MORE AVG. STUMPS
(24-inch diameter, 6-inches tall)

$15ea.
(with truck access)

Large Quantities Even Less Where Dry!
$75 Minimum

BEST PRICE &
SERVICE IN

MISSISSIPPI!
Since 1976!

Stump Grinding
Statewide, 

Tree Removal 
Jackson Metro!

601-371-8733

Prices Good Thru 2/28/2014

PASS
The Tree Barber

2x6

3.556 x 6    48 Web
The Tree Barber

2x6
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Dr. Rod Fields

2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

Dr. Rod Fields
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web

Dr. Rod Fields
2x2

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Football set to take on Southern in SWAC title game
SWAC CHAMPIONSHIP 

GAME
Date: Dec. 7
Time: 1 p.m. CST
Location: Houston, Texas
Venue: Reliant Stadium
TV Broadcast: ESPNU
Radio Broadcast: 95.5 FM (pre-

game show starts 1 hour before 
kickoff)

Series Record: Series tied 29-29
THE GAME: Jackson State and 

SU square off for the 59th time in 
series history. The two teams met in 
the inaugural SWAC Championship 
game 14 years ago in 1999 at Le-
gion Field (Birmingham). SU won 
that game 31-30 in front of a crowd 
of 47,621 fans (largest crowd in 
SWAC title game history). Despite 
being two of the most successful 
teams in SWAC history Saturday’s 
meeting marks only the 2nd time 
JSU and SU will meet in the confer-
ence championship game. JSU has 
been to the game four prior times 
and SU three. Rick Comegy has par-
ticipated in the SWAC Champion-
ship game more than any other JSU 
coach. He has led teams to the game 
in seasons 2013, 2012, 2008, 2007. 
He has also recorded JSU’s only win 
in the current championship format. 

HEAD COACH RICK COM-
EGY: Jackson State head coach 
Rick Comegy (Millersville, ‘76) 
enters his eighth season at the helm 
of the Tigers’ football program. He 
comes into the game with a 56-35 
overall record at JSU and a 164-85 
career record. Over the previous 
seven seasons, Comegy has led 
the Tigers to six winning seasons, 
three Southwestern Athletic Confer-
ence Eastern Division titles and one 
SWAC championship. Last season 
the Tigers fell just short of claiming 
a second SWAC championship by 
falling 24-21 in OT to Arkansas Pine 
Bluff in the conference title game at 
Legion Field in Birmingham. Prior 

to coming to Jackson State, Comegy 
was the head coach at Tuskegee Uni-
versity where he won four Southern 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
championships (NCAA D-II), three 
Pioneer Bowl crowns and a Black 
College National Championship 
(2000). In 2000 his Tuskegee Ti-
gers recorded a perfect 12-0 record. 
Since coming to JSU Comegy has a 
6-2 record against SU.

SCOUTING SU: The Jags enter 
the SWAC title game with a four 
game winning streak, having beaten 
Texas So., Alabama St., Clark At-
lanta and Grambling St. SU scored 
38 pts or more six times this season. 
The Jags are led by arguably the 
league’s best signal caller Dray Jo-
seph. He leads the SWAC in passing 
yds (3236) and passing TDs (27).  
Lee Doss is Joseph’s main target. 
Doss leads the SWAC in receiving 
yds (1047) and is second in receiv-
ing TDs (10). Lenard Tillery leads 
the team in rushing (741 yds) and 

has 9 rushing TDs. 
Daniel Brown leads the 
team in tackles (83) and 
sacks (5.5) and Antho-

ny Balancier follows with 79 tackles 
and 3 sacks.

SOUTHERN HEAD COACH: 
DAWSON ODUMS: In the history 
of SU football, only two coaches 
have the distinction of having de-
feated Grambling State, Jackson 
State and Florida A&M in their first 
season running the program; Pete 
Richardson (1983) and Dawson Od-
ums (2012). With over 15 years of 
coaching experience under his belt, 
Odums was named the SU football 
program head coach after serving 
as the interim head coach for nine 
games during the 2012 season. Od-
ums entered the 2012 season as the 
defensive coordinator and academic 
liaison. Prior to joining the Jaguars 
staff, he served as the North Caro-
lina A&T defensive coordinator.

LAST JSU- SU MEETING: On 
Sept. 28, the Tigers and the Jaguars 
met for the 58th time in series his-
tory. Both teams came into the game 
with 2-2, 2-0 records and the SU 

Jaguars entered the contest with a 
two game winning streak intact. 
JSU had just come off a 35-7 win 
over Texas Southern on an ES-
PNU nationally televised Thurs-
day night game. At that point in 
the season JSU and SU were two 
of the league’s three teams that 

had not suffered a loss in confer-
ence play. JSU held on to beat 
Southern 19-14. In the final mo-
ments of the game, JSU stopped 
SU on downs inside the 10-yard 
line. Southern took over on its 
own 25 half way through the 
fourth quarter and marched to the 

SU 14 yard line. The drive fizzled 
and Dray Joseph’s 4th down pass 
fell incomplete. JSU took a 19-7 
lead in the third quarter on 2-yard 
TD runs by Clayton Moore and 
Rakeem Sims. JSU had a bal-
anced attack with 190 rush yds 
and 165 passing yds. 

Jackson State Athletics Media  
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JSU appears ready

Clayton Moore looks to bounce back from 
last season championship game defeat and 
the Alcorn game

Coach Comegy has had the players attention since their last defeat against Alcorn



Annual Holiday Top Hat Brunch  •  November 30, 2013

Central Mississippi Chapter of the National
Coalition of 100 Black Women Inc.

photos by Jay Johnson
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PSA



DVD ReView:
“winnie ManDela”
JennifeR HuDson poRtRays 
infaMous political icon 
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Winnie Mandela (Jennifer 
Hudson) is a controversial fig-
ure in the annals of South Afri-
can history. Not only was she 
the first wife of freedom fight-
er-turned-President Nelson 
Mandela (Terrence Howard), 
she was also convicted of or-
chestrating a number of grue-
some human rights violations.

At the height of the anti-
apartheid movement, she head-
ed a goon squad which doled 
out street justice to blacks sus-
pected of collaborating with 
the white establishment. 

With Winnie’s blessing, 
snitches would be sentenced to 
death by necklace, meaning by 
having a gasoline-soaked tire 
placed on their shoulders and 
set on fire.

And after the fall of Apart-
heid, she confessed before 
the country Truth and Recon-
ciliation commission to “the 
murder, torture, abduction 
and assault of numerous men, 
women and children.”

So it’s understandably hard 
to put a sympathetic spin on 
such an infamous political fig-
ure.

That is the challenge tackled 
by director Darrell Roodt in 
Winnie Mandela, a warts-and-
all biopic which focuses on its 
subject’s childhood, college 
days and marriage, while mak-
ing short drift of her transition 
into a war criminal. 

Along the way, we learn that 
she was a headstrong tomboy 
who blossomed into the irre-
sistible beauty that Nelson fell 
in love with at first sight.

Sadly, the two were separat-
ed for 27 years, while he was 
imprisoned on Robben Island 
for treason because of his call 
for an end to Apartheid.

Perhaps that was what led 
Winnie to rationalize resorting 
to fighting the government and 
stool pigeons by any means 
necessary.

As for the acting, Jennifer 
Hudson and Terrence Howard 
do their best to adopt appro-
priate accents, but they both 
sound fake since they’re sur-
rounded by a cast comprised of 
actual South Africans.

The production’s most glar-
ing flaw, nevertheless, is that 
the poorly-scripted screenplay 
simply fails to give the audi-
ence much of a reason to in-
vest in the unlikable Winnie’s 
life story.

Winnie Mandela 
- less an honor-
able “Mother of 
the Nation” than 
a disgraceful “bad 
mother-[shut your 
mouth]!”

Rating: Fair (1 
star); R for vio-
lence and profanity 

Running time: 
107 minutes

Studio: RLJ En-
tertainment

Distributor: One 
Village Entertain-
ment / Image En-
tertainment  

To see a trail-
er for Winnie 
Mandela, vis-
it: http://www.
y o u t u b e . c o m /

By Kam Williams
DVD Reviewer

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Big cigarette
2. Religious teacher
3. Theme
4. Wields
5. Indian horse
6. Scarlet
7. Mined metals
8. Arabian
9. Underdone
15. Dam
19. North by east
21. Covered floor
23. Mid-Eastern dwellers
24. Shred (2 wds.)
25. Dapper
26. Celebrity
27. Asian dress
28. TV award
30. Elizabeth’s nickname
32. Wing

ACROSS 
1. Time zone
4. Rumpus
10. The other half of Jima
11. __ Nevada (mountain range)
12. Opening
13. Please
14. In the middle
16. Compass point
17. Fredrick’s nickname
18. Ready
20. Montana (abbr.)
22. Farm building
26. Compass point
29. Portugal’s peninsula
31. “Hot __”
33. Liable
34. Arm band
35. Except
36. Capital of Saudi Arabia
37. Espy

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Albert Einstein

© Feature Exchange

Sudoku
The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every 
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear 
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

This week your indecisions could make
someone else around you feel very 
uncomfortable. 

You're seeking deeper meaning today
within yourself, share it with the other
person in your life so the message 
doesn't get lost.

This week, a family member may surprise
you by saying that they have a fault or a
shortcoming!

A sudden tweak of energy this weekend
may be harnessed to give you an extra
push if you're aware of it. 

This week if you know you're going to
win, you needn't show it!

Be extra kind this week to all types of
competition and conflict so it will not
effect you. 

This week, any win-win situation is 
definitely the way to go.

Long-distance communications with 
a special relationship may be very 
successful today. 

If you need to call a business for assistance,
you will find that you are able to get
through to a helpful person today.

You should be able to communicate 
successfully with co-workers and 
colleagues this week regarding overall
plans or goals. 

Exchanging information, ideas, and 
opinions plays a very important role in
your life now. 

A significant conversation with someone
who has a very different attitude than yours
is likely to be helpful to you. 

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

7/23-8/21
Leo

9/24 - 10/23
Libra

10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

3/21 - 4/20
Aries

2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

This Week’s Horoscopes

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com
Get youR cuRRent news online at:

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)



ENTERTAINMENT

Paul Walker’s ‘Fast and the Furious’ 
co-stars respond to his death

Raphael Saadiq on bringing ‘True 
70s Gospel’ to ‘Black Nativity’

Ringside Update: Iron Mike brings 
his ‘Undisputed Truth’ to The Grove

You know that if the world at 
large is trying to absorb the shock 
of the sudden death of actor Paul 
Walker of the “The Fast and the Fu-
rious” fame, what must it be like for 
his co-stars?

We’ll probably never fully 
know, but here are their immediate 
thoughts.

RELATED CONTENT: Paul 
Walker ‘The Fast and the Furious’ 
Star Killed in Auto Accident

Here’s what Vin Diesel posted to 
his Instagram page:

“Brother I will miss you very 
much. I am absolutely speechless. 
Heaven has gained a new Angel. 
Rest in Peace.”

Dwyane “The Rock” Johnson:
“All my strength, love & faith to 

the Walker family during this heart-
breaking time,” Johnson tweeted. 
“We find our strength … in his 
light. Love you brother.”

Tyrese took to Instagram to share 
this message:

“My heart is hurting so bad. No 
one can make me believe this is 
real. Father God, I pray that you 
send clarity over this because I just 
don’t understand. My heart hurts. 
It’s broken. No one can convince 
me that this is real.”

Tyrese also appealed for prayer 
for Walker’s daughter and his fam-
ily.

Rapper/actor Ludacris who also 
starred with Walker in the racing 
franchise added this rhyming cap-
tion via Instagram:

“Your humble spirit was felt 

from the start, wherever you 
blessed your presence you always 
left a mark, we were like brothers 
and our birthdays are only 1 day 
apart, now You will forever hold 
a place in all of our hearts @paul-
walker legacy will live on forever. 
R.I.P.”

It’s being reported that filming 
was currently underway for “Fast 
7,” with Walker of course reprising 

his role as Brian O’Conner. It’ll be 
interesting to see how the studio, 
Universal, moves forward with the 
project

Paul Walker was killed in a fi-
ery car crash after leaving a char-
ity event Nov. 30. Walker was the 
passenger in the vehicle, and both 
he and the driver were killed after 
the driver lost control and crashed 
the car.

Raphael Saadiq has expanded 
his creative domain to include Hol-
lywood with the upcoming holiday 
musical “Black Nativity,” which 
marks his debut as a film scorer.

The movie - based on the 1961 
Broadway musical by Langston 
Hughes - follows a street-wise teen 
from Baltimore who is sent to New 
York City by his struggling single 
mother to spend the Christmas holi-
day with his estranged grandparents 
- played by Angela Bassett and For-
est Whitaker.

The two veteran actors also con-
tribute to the Saadiq-produced 
soundtrack, lending their pipes to 
the songs “Be Grateful,” “He Loves 
Me Still,” “Can’t Stop Praising His 
Name,” “As” and “Jesus On The 
Mainline.”

“We had a lot 
that did not make 
it,” Saadiq said of 
tracks left on the 
cutting room floor. 
“Forest does a lot 
of songs that will be 
on the DVD and on 
the soundtrack.”

Saadiq was to 
serve only as the 
film’s executive 
music producer, 
writing original 
songs for the film 

while Spike 
Lee’s go-to 
guy Terence 
Blanchard was 
set to write the 
score. But the 
former Tony! 
Toni! Tone! 
and Lucy Pearl 
crooner was 
eventually called upon to oversee 
both areas, teaming with Laura 
Karpman for the score.

This meant that Saadiq, musi-
cally steeped in R&B, hip hop and 
jazz, would have to take his talents 
to gospel for the first time. The artist 
said it was important that his musi-
cal contributions not only did right 
by Langston Hughes, but was also 
in sync with director Kasi Lemmons 
and her vision.

We talked to you a while back 
about “Iron” Mike Tyson‘s one 
man play entitled “Undisputed 
Truth.” And apparently it became 
such a hit to many audiences 
around the country that it is now 
in book form.

The former heavyweight cham-
pion stopped in Los Angeles the 
other day to sign his newly re-
leased book at Barnes and Noble 
over at the Grove on 3rd and Fair-
fax to a much anticipated throng 
of well wishers that lined up all 
around the block just to see him.

Folks, this is a guy who has 
literally reinvented himself, trans-
forming from the image that we 
saw back in the day of this guy 
who in his own words wanted to 

“eat the hearts” out of Lennox 
Lewis’ kids, to being the most lov-
able, and funny character in the 
film “Hangover” (parts 1 and 2).

His one man play was sold out 
at every stop across the country, 
and now he has become a boxing 
promoter with the establishment 
of Iron Mike Promotions. He has 
signed several world class fighters 
and Olympic prospects.

What else can you say about 
Mike? He is one of the greatest 
fighters in boxing history. We cer-
tainly look forward to seeing more 
of Mike and wish him well.

In other  boxing news, “Sugar” 
Shane Mosley got stopped in the 
sixth round at the BBT Arena 
down under in Sydney, Australia 
last week as he went against An-

thony ” The Man” Mundine.
This one turned into a 

pretty tough fight for him 
although he did put make it 
competitive. It might be time 
for him to sit down, and hang 
the gloves up.

He said he’ll make a deci-
sion when he comes back to 
the U.S. I hear he got paid a nice 
piece of change for his efforts 
(1.3 million that included a non-
refundable deposit of 300 grand 
for the first time the bout was post-
phoned).

There’s an old saying “All mon-
ey ain’t good money.”

As the year comes to an end, 
we’ve still got some good fights 
left to go down as Zab “Super” Ju-
dah is set to go against Pauli Ma-

liggnagi on Dec. 7 at the Barclays 
Arena in Brooklyn, New York in a 
Showtime Championship Boxing 
telecast.

Josesito Lopez is going against 
Mike Arnaoutis out at the Fan-
tasy Springs Casino and Resort on 
Dec. 13. This one is being put on 
by Golden Boy in association with 
Goossen Tutor, Star Boxing, and 
Thompson Boxing Promotions 
and will be telecast live on Fox 
Sports.

Dwyane ‘The Rock’ Johnson, Paul Walker, Vin Diesel, Tyrese Gibson

‘Iron’ Mike Tyson greets fans during 
book signing at The Grove PhoTo by 
MohaMMeD MubaRak

eurweb.com

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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Saadiq

Then on Dec. 14 Arian “The 
Problem” Broner is set to go against 
Marcos Maidana down at the Alamo 
Dome in San Antonio, Texas. This 
one will be telecast live on Showtime 
Championship Boxing and is being 
put on by Golden Boy Promotions.

This has no doubt been one of the 
best years in boxing. Stay tuned for 
more in 2014.

“When the tide goes out, that’s 

when you’ll find out who’s been 
swimming naked” - Warren Buffet.

Southern California based Mo-
hammed Mubarak’s Ringside Up-
date column can also be seen in the 
Pace News, the Inland Valley News, 
and the High Desert Inland Val-
ley News. Mohammed is a portrait 
artist as well. He can be contacted 
at qmubarak06@aol.com for your 
comments.
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December 4 - 10, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRESH

BOSTON  BUTT
PORK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$125

SAVE  ON

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.

$1099

OUR  CHICKEN  IS  FRESH  NEVER  FROZEN  FRESH

FRYER
WINGS

PER  LB.

$149
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  ROAST

PER  LB.

$359

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
CHUCK  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

FRESH  LEAN  BONELESS

BEEF  
STEW  MEAT

PER  LB.

$389

FRESH  SLICED

QUARTER  LOIN
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$169

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$239

FRESH  THIN  SLICED  BREAKFAST

PORK  CHOPS
PER  LB.

$269
ASSORTED  FLAVORS

RED  BARON
PIZZA

EACH

2/$5

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SPRING  WATER
24  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

2/$5
ASSORTED  FLAVORS

FAYGO
DRINKS

12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

4/$9

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  

BISCUITS
BUTTER  FLAKY,  TEXAS  STYLE  
BUTTERMILK,  10  CT. ..................... 79¢

NESTLE  COOKIE

DOUGH
16 - 16.5  OZ. ...............................

$299

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  SHREDDED

CHEESE
8  OZ. ...................................... 

2/$4
ASSORTED  CHOBANI  

YOGURT
5.3 - 6  OZ.  CUP ........................... 99¢

BRIGHT  &  EARLY  BREAKFAST

DRINKS
59  OZ. .................................... 99¢

MCKENZIE'S  FROZEN  

CHUB  CORN
16 - 20  OZ. .................................

$100

MRS.  PAUL'S  BREADED

FISH
FISH  STICKS  OR  FILLETS,  10.1 - 11.4  OZ.  

$299

ORE  IDA  FROZEN

POTATOES
CRINKLE  CUT,  EXTRA  CRISPY  FAST  FRIES,  
TATER  TOTS,  4 - 5  LB.  BAG ............... 

$499

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  ICE  CREAM  &  FUDGE

BARS
12  CT. ...................................... 

$199

piggly wiggly

SWEET  FLORIDA

ORANGES
4  LB.

$299

SWEET  MICHIGAN  GROWN

APPLES
GALA,  RED  OR  GOLDEN,  3  LB.  BAG

$199
FRESH  IDAHO

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$179

SWEET  FLORIDA

TANGELOS
4  LB.

$299

FRESH  BROCCOLI 

CROWNS
POUND

$169

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


