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Described as “Pioneer…, the Only…, the Visionary…, the
Rare…, Genius…, a Civil Rights Veteran, mentor and friend”

Dr. Shirley’s high school graduation picture
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
Dr. Aaron Shirley will make a
final visit to the Jackson Medical
Mall, the landmark facility he
founded to provide healthcare to
underserved populations.
Funeral services for the
healthcare pioneer, civil rights
veteran and McArthur “Genius
Grant” winner will be at 11 a.m.
Saturday, December 6, 2014 at
Stanton Hall Auditorium in the
UMMC Conference Center of

Dr. Shirley in his office

the Jackson Medical Mall.
Dr. Shirley died of natural
causes Wednesday, November
26, at UMMC. He was 81.
He will lie in repose at the Old
Capitol Museum, 100 S. State
St., Friday, December 5, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Family hour will be 6-7
p.m. Friday at Peoples Funeral
Home, 886 N. Farish St.
A pediatrician who hailed
from Gluckstadt, Dr. Shirley became the first African American
resident at UMMC School of

Dr. Shirley in reflection
Medicine in 1965, after operating a private practice in Vicksburg.
His legacy includes helping
to establish the Jackson Medical Mall, a health-care facility
devoted to the underserved, and
the Jackson Hinds Comprehensive Health Center, which today
is the largest community health
center in the state. Shirley also
formerly served as the center’s
director.
In 1993, Dr. Shirley received

the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship, also known as the Genius Grant, for his creativity in
bringing health care to the state’s
rural and urban populations, and
used it to further its mission. He
received the Governor’s Initiative for Volunteer Excellence, or
GIVE Award, in 2009.
He also was the longtime
chairman of the board of the
nonprofit Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation, an organization that
allowed him to shepherd not only

health care for the disadvantaged
but also champion economic and
community development in the
mall neighborhood.
He gave new life to the Jackson Medical Mall, helping to
attract tenants, which include
UMMC and its Cancer Institute, several city of Jackson
departments, retail operations,
and Jackson State University’s
School of Public Health.
“Aaron was a very wise and
caring man who could have gone

anywhere and done anything
with his talents,” said Dr. James
Keeton, UMMC vice chancellor
for health affairs, who was a resident at UMMC at the same time
as Dr. Shirley.
“But he chose to stay in Mississippi and work to improve
the health of its people, and his
life of service was a testament to
that,” said Keeton, who is also

Shirley
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Four members
Canton’s award winning Festival of Lights
of Congress do
returns with more excitement, attractions
‘Hands Up’ gesture
on House floor

Reps. Jeffries (D-NY), Clarke (D-NY), Lee (D-Tex.) and Green (D-Tex.) put
their hands up during remarks on the House floor Monday, December 1,
2014 to symbolize their outrage over the death of Michael Brown.

Inside

The Associated Press
Four members of the Congressional Black Caucus did
the “Hands Up, Don’t Shoot”
gesture during remarks Monday,
December 1 on the House Floor,
to show solidarity with protesters in Ferguson, Mo.
Reps. Hakeem Jeffries (DNY), Yvette Clarke (D-NY),
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-Tex.)
and Al Green (D-Tex.), referred
to the gesture that has come to
symbolize the outrage over the
death of Brown, the African
American teen shot dead by
police officer Darren Wilson in
August.

Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority,
Inc. presents
World AIDS DAY
COMMEMORATION
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“‘Hands up, don’t shoot’ is a
rallying cry of people all across
America who are fed up with
police violence in … communities all across America,” Jeffries
said.
Two of the members of Congress, Reps. Lee and Green, also
offered their praise for the five
St. Louis Rams who gave the
“Hands Up, Don’t Shoot” signal
on the field during a game Sunday night.
“I saw the clip where the Rams
players came into the arena:
‘Hands up; don’t shoot’ … this
has become the new symbol, a
new statement,” Green said.

A perverted
view of blackon-black crime
Page 11

The Mississippi Link Newswire
CANTON, Miss - When it came
to selecting the winner of Mississippi’s 2013 “Festival or Event of the
Year,” the judges at the Mississippi
Tourism Association (MTA) had a
“Dickens of a time.”
In a state where festivals are regular occurrences, with Christmas an
especially popular time, there were a
lot of great entrants to choose from.
Still, one festival had it all with
a 25-day Victorian-themed holiday
celebration held in the middle of one
of Mississippi’s most beautifully
historic downtowns that offered
dazzling delights for young and old
alike:
• Light and sound spectaculars,
including 200,000 glittering lights
• A wonderland of animatronics
with 135 life-sized animated figures
• A vintage carousel,
• Horse-drawn carriage rides
• Mrs. Claus Story House for story times with the “real” Mrs. Claus,
and
• Cider-sipping hospitality
New 2013 offerings like Santa’s
Workshop made the event even
more participatory and “hands-on”
with Elf in Training crafts, while the
Character and Light Parade wowed
crowds with beloved holiday characters and fabulous holiday-themed
floats.
So to Christmas in Canton, the
enchanting Victorian holiday festival, the MTA judges added one
more thing to make it a destination
place - the “Festival of the Year”
award in its size category.
The festival is back for the 2014

JSU students
protest Ferguson
grand jury
inaction
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Overhead blue Christmas lights make dazzling canopy for street on Canton’s Historic Square
holiday season and bringing with it
even more lights, starting November
28 and running through December
23.
The crowd-pleasing favorites to
return are:
First introduced in 2013, the
Character and Light Parade proved
to be particularly popular, according to Jo Ann Gordon, director of
the Canton Convention and Visitors
Bureau. Gordon said this year the
parade will include surprising new
floats and characters.
“The light and sound displays
help make Christmas in Canton an
exceptionally immersive experience. When we say we ‘put’ visitors
in the Christmas spirit, it’s no exaggeration,” Gordon said. The event is
made all the more authentic with the
Historic Canton Square as the backdrop.

Other returning attractions include:
• Christmas Animation Museums
• Holiday Light and Sound Spectaculars
• Carousel on the Square
• Miniature vintage car rides
• Horse-drawn carriage rides
• Merchants’ Open House Weekend
• The “Railroad Comes to Canton” display
What began with 22 original figures and a vision of a unique holiday fantasy has evolved into one of
Mississippi’s most exciting holiday
attractions, featuring 135 life-size
animated figures in tableaus that
encompass history, fantasy and fun.
Artfully and meticulously handcrafted, each figure is a work of art,
and all together the museums are a
wonder to behold. The Museums fo-

cus on three distinct themes: “Canton’s History Comes Alive,” including vignettes that offer a peek at life
from earlier times.
With authentic artifacts, each
scene represents a piece of Canton’s history. From a farm wagon
to a schoolroom, the scenes offer an
opportunity to learn through the historic artifacts as well as experience
the nostalgic warmth of by-gone
holidays.
The “LIGHT AND CHARACTER PARADE” runs weekends until December 23, Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
For more information on any of
Canton’s events and attractions,
contact the Canton Convention &
Visitors Bureau & Film Office at
1-800-844-3369 or email jgordon@
cantontourism.com or find Canton
on Facebook as “Canton Tourism.”
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Mississippi Jazz Foundation
presenting “Good Times Brass
Band” in Night of Musical Artistry
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Jazz Foundation presents the 11th annual
“Night of Musical Artistry” featuring national recording artists

Kindred the Family Soul and
Mississippi’s own Mike Burton
and the Good Times Brass Band,
Saturday, December 13, 2014, at
the McCoy Auditorium at Jack-

PSA

son State University at 7 p.m.
This event is hosted by Palmer Williams from Tyler Perry’s
Love Thy Neighbor.
The 2014 honorees are: Dr.

Louis Liddell, former band director for Jackson State University; Ruth Randall, former
high school choral director at
Raymond High School; Chalmers Davis, keyboard player for
Little Richard; Lee King, concert promoter and founder/host
of Black Gold Television Show;
Dale Morris, accomplished musician/bass player; Sondra Bell,
jazz vocalist and choir director;
and Kryshun Chaffin, classical
pianist and student at Murrah
High School.
If one brings together one of
the most awesome collections of
touring musicians in the world,
what do you have? Namely, The
Good Times Brass Band! You
may have seen these gentlemen
performing individually with
some of the biggest names in

the music industry, but now they
have combined their immense
talents to form a group that is
sure to get you up on your feet
with high quality musicianship,
infectious rhythms and fun.
The Good Times Brass Band
Horn Section made TV appearances in the house band for the
2011 Dove Awards, the 2013
and 2014 Trumpet Awards, Seasons 6 and 7 of BET’s Sunday
Best, and numerous Tyler Perry
productions.
They have also recorded with
Grammy Award winner Lecrae, Arrested Development, and
many others.
Kindred the Family Soul, also
referred to as Kindred, are an
American R&B, soul, and neo
soul duo consisting of the married couple of Fatin Dantzler

PSA

and Aja Graydon.
Signed to Hidden Beach Recordings, Kindred emerged
from the Philadelphia neo soul
movement that also includes
Jill Scott, who discovered them
while the couple was performing
at the Black Lily Film & Music
Festival.
The duo was nominated for a
Soul Train Music Award for Best
R&B/Soul Album, Group Band
or Duo for Surrender to Love in
2004 and a BET Award in 2006.
Palmer Williams Jr. is an
American stage and television
actor. He is best known for his
role as Floyd Jackson on both
Tyler Perry’s House of Payne
and Love Thy Neighbor.
For more information, visit
website www.missjazzfoundation.com.
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Jackson MS Chapter of Jack and Jill
holding ‘Fun with Santa’ December 13
The Jackson MS Chapter 2014-2015 officers (left to right): Foundation Chair Adriane Dorsey-Kidd Jr.,
Tween Sponsor Monica Davis Joiner, Parliamentarian Azande Williams, Treasurer Jacqueline O’Quinn,
Historian Ramonica Mayberry, Corresponding Secretary Marquitta Chambliss Bolden, Program Director
NaTunya Johnson, President Mitzi Dease Paige, Vice President Lisa Gibson-McKee, Assistant Recording
Secretary Jeanna Dampier, Financial Secretary Michelle Gibson-Thompson, Chaplain Myrna Nickens,
Sergeant-At-Arms Althea Davis and Tot Sponsor Mona Arnold-McBride.
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
Many great programs are lined
up to celebrate family life and to
give children those great childhood memories that last a lifetime.
Among them is the Jackson MS
Chapter of Jack and Jill’s signature
event, Fun with Santa.
The festive event will be held
Saturday, December 13, 2014, in
the Jackson Medical Mall, 350 W.
Woodrow Wilson Dr., 8:30 a.m. to
12 noon. It is for kids of all ages and
features “Photos with Santa,” along
with games and prizes for children.
Some of the great door prizes are
bikes and dolls.
Fun With Santa (FWS) is the
largest community service project sponsored by the Jackson MS
Chapter of Jack and Jill of America,
Incorporated. It is expected to serve
over 500 children. Our goal is to
provide Christmas cheer through
games, entertainment, refreshment,
and a picture with our own special
Santa.

At center stage will be entertainment with vendors and concessions
available. Vendors are still welcomed. Contact FWS Vendor Chair
Althea Davis at momdadtobe@aol.
com; call 601-278-4097 or Jackie
O’Quinn at 601-4540-4859.
It was in 1966, when a group of
Jackson (MS) mothers who were
interested in maintaining the role
of the family as a cohesive unit, decided to form a Mothers Club. This
Mothers Club was a prerequisite to
becoming a functioning chapter of
Jack and Jill of America, Incorporated.
Marguerite Randolph was the
leader of the Mothers Club, and for
two years the women held meetings
and planned programs, which incorporated the mission of the national
organization.
While waiting for admission into
the parent organization, the mothers
met with their children and divided
them into grade groups. Each grade
group was very active in attending
different programs in Jackson and in

XXXX

doing things together.
There were family nights, parties
for graduating seniors, panel discussions, and other cultural and educational activities.
In 1968, the original group of
mothers welcomed a new group
of five additional mothers into the
Mothers Club. The yearly programs
continued and in June 1969, Eleanor Deloarch, national president,
officially installed the Mothers Club
into the national organization in an
impressive ceremony.
Randolph was elected as the
first president of the Jackson (MS)
Chapter.
The Jackson MS Chapter 20142015 officers not shown in the photo above are: Recording Secretary
Leanna Range Owens, Editor Dee
Bookert-Nixon, Tot Co-Sponsor
Aisha Nyandoro, Tween Sponsor
Kristena Gaylor, Tween Co-Sponsor Crystal Martin, Teen Sponsor
Daphne Davis, Teen Co-Sponsor
Winnie Berry and Teen Co-Sponsor
Tywanda Jones.

Jackson MS Chapter of Jack & Jill of America, Inc. teen officers for 2014-15 are: seated Kamryn Davis,
treasurer; Courtney Denson, recording secretary; Bria Paige, president; Yesenia Davis, SE regional secretary; Zuri Williams, vice-president; Kennedy O’Quinn, corresponding secretary; standing Zechariah
Davis, parliamentarian; Alaysia Ware, chaplain; Sarah Jones, editor; and Chloe’ Owens, foundation chair.

My thoughts about Ferguson
By Bishop Ronnie Crudup
Special to The Mississippi Link
No doubt the death of Michael
Brown in Ferguson, Mo. will go
down as one of the top stories of
2014. It is a story which has captured the attention of U.S. citizens,
and I dare say the world.
As citizens, we have all been
shocked and puzzled by the circumstances and the allegations
of the whole affair. We have also
been captivated by the sheer scope
of media attention which has been
devoted to it.
I am also sure that, like myself,
most of you have come to some
conclusion as to Officer Darren
Wilson’s guilt or innocence in this
matter.
I personally think that Officer
Wilson is guilty of losing his professional temperament, if nothing
else. But the question of this article is not necessarily the guilt or
innocence of the police, but what
exactly do we learn from this tragic
affair?
Here are my thoughts as to the
lessons which should be learned.
First, we’re not as advanced as
we think in justice issues concerning race in this country.
Second, a black male’s life is still
vastly undervalued in this country.
Third, we are sitting on a powder
keg of racial emotions which can
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be triggered at any time.
Fourth, too many young black
men don’t recognize that their
tough guy demeanor actually increases their likelihood of being
victimized, not lessens it.
Fifth, white power structures in
this country need to learn that racial
diversity is their redemption and
not a threat.
Sixth, the racial climate in this
country and the world isn’t going
to improve until African American leadership is willing to take a
bold initiative to improve our race
relationship with white people and
others.

COMMENTARY
Remember, racial harmony is
the black community’s Dream (per
Dr. King) and not the white’s. I
also want to suggest that President
Obama is uniquely qualified to take
this initiative and succeed.
No doubt this racial initiative
would become the signature accomplishment of his presidency,
and even partial success would
change the world as we know it.
Seventh, each black citizen in
his/her local community needs to
stop being reactionary and become
proactive in working with the police and other leaders to demand
and mold the effort which will decrease black-on-black violence and
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Crudup

confrontations with the police.
And finally, if it can happen in
Missouri, then it can surely happen
in Mississippi.
As I finish this article, I want to
call all Mississippians to action.
As bad as the Ferguson circumstance has been, it also presents a
unique opportunity for this country
to make a strong commitment to
improving our race and class alienation.
It won’t be easy, but nothing
worthwhile ever is.
Therefore, I call on all Mississippians to get engaged and lead
this country in racial brotherhood.
As I always say, “nothing just happens, someone has to make it happen.”
Come on Mississippi, let’s be
the solution!
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“Parent Choice” in
education helps families
By Derrell Bradford
The New York Campaign
for Achievement Now
When
I
graduated
from
the
University
of Pennsylvania in the
mid 90’s, I
moved to New
York City. And I did what most
young folks did then: found the
cheapest apartment I could afford in the nicest neighborhood
possible. That place was a firstfloor front studio near Central
Park. The block was lovely, but I
lived in the worst building on it.
Sanitation workers used to wake
me up when they threw the cans
against my outside windows. In
the winter, I heated the place
with my open stove. And if anything broke, it took forever to get
it fixed.
I paid about three-fourths of
what I made to live in that apartment, and my landlord knew
that. And because of this, our
relationship was uneasy. I only
pushed so hard to get things
fixed because I couldn’t afford
to move. She only did enough to

make it barely livable. And we
both knew there were hundreds
of kids, just like me, ready to
take my spot if I decided to head
back home. It was all win for her
and, because I could not move,
all lose me.
My relationship with my old
landlord is the same relationship most parents and children
of color, particularly in cities,
have with their neighborhood
schools and school districts. The
quality of instruction is poor and,
according to the Office of Civil
Rights, students are far more
likely to be taught by a teacher
who is out of subject specialization than elsewhere. There are
90 schools in New York City,
for instance, where not one minority child passed the recent
round of state tests. These kids
and families are stuck with their
schools just like my old landlord
and I were; the school only giving what it must, and the family
desperate to get more for their
child’s education.
Eventually I got lucky, got
a new job, and moved to a better apartment. For most folks,
however, moving to a better
“building,” or a school or school

district in this case, just isn’t an
option.
If you have money or influence in America, you don’t even
blink when your local school
doesn’t deliver. You know you
can “move” to a private school
or another school district, and
the local school does too. So if
that power is good enough for
the wealthiest and most influential, why shouldn’t we give lowincome families in southwest
Baltimore where I’m from, or
Newark, or New York the same
options?
As a child I got a scholarship
to an excellent school and that
changed my life forever, and
there is no day I don’t wake up
and know how blessed I am because of it.
“Parent Choice” in education is
the one thing that can help families, just like mine, and help them
today. Take a lesson from my old
landlord. Your zip code and your
income might dictate where you
live…but they shouldn’t determine your child’s future.
Derrell Bradford is excutive
director of The New York Campaign for Achievement Now (NYCAN).
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Shirley
Continued from page 1

dean of the School of Medicine.
“His impact on the medical community was immense.”
That includes Dr. Shirley’s
40 years as a pediatrician, part
of which he was the state’s
only black pediatrician. He also
served as a clinical instructor in
UMMC’s Department of Pediatrics for four decades. He became
a civil rights icon and activist
during his decades of breaking
down racial barriers and promoting social justice.
Dr. Shirley was a graduate of
Tougaloo College and of Meharry Medical College. Through the
Jackson Hinds Comprehensive
Health Center, he established
a comprehensive school-based
clinic in Jackson to provide
health and counseling services,
lowering rates of teen pregnancy, drug abuse, teen violence,
sexually transmitted diseases,
and mental health issues.
Retired Judge Ruben Anderson said Dr. Shirley was a
visionary who was committed
to the overall improvement of
his community. “He chose pediatrics to take care of children
but his commitment was to the
whole child and to a community which would allow a child
to thrive, not just to medicine,”
said Anderson.
Anderson worked with Drs.
Shirley, Wallace Conerly and
Ted Woodrell of UMMC, together securing the financing for
the Medical Mall project.
“Whether it was a Head Start
program like Mississippi Action
for Progress, a private medical
practice, a community health
program like Jackson Hinds
Comprehensive Health Center or
the multi-faceted Jackson Medical Mall facility, an in-school
program like those he initiated
at Lanier High School, and beyond, Aaron Shirley was ‘all
in’ for the education, health and
prosperity of the community,”
Anderson said.
Dr. Shirley fought exclusion
of black physicians from hospitals in Vicksburg, where he
practiced family medicine, said
Dr. Jack Geiger, founder of Physicians for Human Rights and a
veteran of the Civil Right Movement and Freedom Summer.
Geiger said, “Drs. Robert
Smith and Shirley were twin
pillars of the struggles for social justice and equity in medical care in Mississippi from the
1960s to this day.”
When the Delta Health Center
began clinical services in 1967,
understaffed and overwhelmed
with patients, Dr. Shirley left his
practice in Jackson and drove
the 140 miles to Mound Bayou
(and then back again) two days
a week to help out, Geiger said.
And Bob Smith learned to fly,
borrowed a plane, and flew to the
Delta and back, doing the same,
Geiger said.
Dr. Smith said he and Dr. Shirley were students at Tougaloo
in the 50s where Shirley was a
mentor. “We came back to Mississippi when the black patient
and physician were strictly segregated and patient care was third
world,” Smith said. “Although
we’re still 49th in this state in
most health indices, he helped us
move from third world.”
“We are all better off for his
life and career in many publichealth, civic and social ventures.
I am proud to have worked with
him for a lifetime and call him
a professional and personal
friend,” Smith said.
Several years ago, Shirley envisioned the creation of a public
charter school to be run by the
Jackson Medical Mall Foundation that would give teens the
tools and coursework to pursue
careers in health care.
“He was such a visionary man.
He saw things that other people
couldn’t see, and tried things
that many people would not have
thought possible,” said Dr. Beverly Wade Hogan, Tougaloo College president and a member of
the Jackson Medical Mall Foun-

dation’s Board of Trustees.
Hogan shared a friendship of
more than 30 years with Shirley
and his wife, Ollye, and said she
is thankful for Shirley’s service
as a former member of Tougaloo’s Board of Trustees. At the
time of his death, the “Distinguished Tougaloo Alumnus”
was a trustee emeritus.
“Dr. Shirley and his wife, Ollye, have been my dear friends
for more than 30 years. They are
like family to me. His passing
leaves a tremendous void in our
community,” Hogan said.
Beyond being a renowned
physician and medical pioneer,
Hogan said Shirley was a champion of justice and an advocate
for the poor and underserved.
“He was innovative and courageous, using the tenacity of his
indomitable spirit to help advance our state and nation.”
Dr. Carolyn W. Meyers, president of Jackson State University,
issued a statement saying, “Dr.
Aaron Shirley will be remembered as one of those rare individuals whose life was focused
on things eternal; compassion
for others and service to mankind. His small start - planting a
seed of good health - blossomed
into the betterment of health care
service in his community, grew
into the improvement of our
state health care system, and ultimately bore fruit as a national
model for health care delivery.
“His genius was fueled by his
love for others. It was my good
fortune to know him. He will
be missed by all whose lives he
touched.”
In recent years, in cooperation
with a medical university in Iran
and with support from the U.S.
State Department and colleagues
at the UMMC’s home campus in
Oxford, he fought to establish an
integrated model of free-standing, community-based “health
homes,” staffed by specially
trained community health workers and integrated with community health center and hospitals.
At an event in November honoring Dr. Shirley, his eldest son,
Kevin Shirley, summed up what
has driven his father through the
years.
“What I’ve learned from my
father is that service to others is
not something you do for momentary recognition; service,
commitment to others, is a lifestyle,” Kevin Shirley said. He
said his father told him, “You

Mrylie Evers-Williams with Dr. Shirley at 2014 scholarship banquet

Dr. Shirley and sons Kevin and Terrence

Flag at half mast at Jackson Medical Mall in honor of Dr. Shirley

have to learn to
have fun serving
others.”
He is survived
by his wife Ollye,
sister Ruth Shirley;
sons Kevin and
Terrence Shirley,
daughters Christal
Shirley Porter and
Erin Shirley Orey;
grandchildren Girard Shirley, Marlon
Shirley, Arlington
Shirley, Chandler
Dr. Shirley with wife Ollye soon after marriage
Shirley and Lauren Dr. and Mrs. Shirley at daughter Erin’s wedding in 2012
Porter; two greatgrandchildren and
a host of nieces and
nephews.
In lieu of flowers,
the Shirley Family requests donaThe Mississippi Link Newswire
tions be made to the
enter online at Poetry fest.
PoetryfestTV is videotap- TV. The deadline for enter“Dr. Aaron Shirley
ing segments for their up- ing is Dec. 20, 2014. A winFoundation”
and
coming poetry show, “Up- ner’s list will be sent to all
mailed to: Jackson
start Crow,” and the top entrants.
Medical Mall, 350
poets in their Free Poetry
W. Woodrow Wil“This is a real opportunity
Contest, open to everyone, for poets to win cash prizes
son Dr., Ste. 101,
will be invited to participate. and to gain recognition for
Jackson, MS 39213.
There are 100 prizes in all, their effort. I know this conStephanie
R.
totaling $5,000. Grand prize test will produce exciting reJones
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be
is $1,000.
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Ackworth, GA 30102. Or director.
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Seven Delta communities
among Obama’s local foods-toeconomic development initiative
The Mississippi Link Newswire
DELTA REGION - On behalf
of the White House Rural Council, six federal agencies joined
to announce 26 communities
selected to participate in “Local
Foods, Local Places,” a federal
initiative providing technical
support to integrate local food
systems into community economic action plans.
Under this effort, a team of
agricultural, transportation, environmental, public health and
regional economic experts will
work directly with the communities to develop specifically
identified local food projects.
Delta Regional Authority
Federal Co-Chairman Christopher Masingill announced seven
communities in four states that
will be receiving Local Foods,
Local Places technical support
in the Delta region via conference call.
Projects in these communities
will include efforts to create a
local food network, establish a
regional food innovation center
and develop job training efforts
around local food entrepreneurship.
The following Delta communities will receive technical
support from partner agencies in
developing innovative programming to support local food systems development:
• Clarksdale, Miss. will receive technical assistance to
develop a job training program
based on vegetable farming and
community gardens that will
supply food for a farmers market and a café.
• Itta Bena, Miss. will receive
technical assistance to create
a permanent grocery store and
lasting local food network.
• Tuskegee, Ala. will receive
technical assistance to pursue
a plan for economic development and food security through
downtown revitalization and regional marketing initiatives.
• The Flippin School District
in Flippin, Ark. will receive
technical assistance to transition
chronically empty properties adjacent to the high school parking
lot into a farmers market.
• The Arkansas Regional
Innovation Hub and the community of North Little Rock,
Arkansas will receive technical
assistance to create a Regional
Food Innovation Center. The
center will increase downtown
development opportunities by
supporting food entrepreneurs
and creating a market for local
rural farmers.
• Osceola, Arkansas will receive technical assistance to
connect the downtown historic
district with local food opportunities.
• The Friends of Lafitte Corridor in New Orleans, La. will
receive technical assistance to
create a permanent farmers market structure on its site, where
farmers and gardeners growing
food along the Lafitte Greenway
can sell their harvest several
times a week.
“As a region historically centered on agriculture, it is important to strengthen and grow the
local food systems that have
supported the Delta communities and this country for centuries,” said DRA Federal CoChairman Chris Masingill.
“The Delta Regional Authority is proud to support this innovative program which is in
an investment into community
health and economic growth for
workers, businesses and families in the Delta region.”
USDA’s Deputy Under Secretary Doug O’Brien said, “The
Local Foods, Local Places initiative illustrates that communities are thinking about creative
ways to integrate local food in

their community economic development plans.”
“The projects developed via
Local Foods, Local Places will
revitalize rural Main Streets
and urban downtown areas, and
create market opportunities for
food producers and entrepreneurs.”
And EPA Deputy Administrator Stan Meiburg said, “Our
agencies are working together
to make a visible difference in
communities. By promoting
farmers markets, community
kitchens, and other efforts to
increase access to healthy food,
we are supporting local businesses in struggling downtown
neighborhoods and preserving
farms and undeveloped land.
It’s good for people’s health,
good for the economy, and good
for the environment.”
U.S. DOT Undersecretary Peter Rogoff explained, “The ‘Local Foods, Local Places’ initiative recognizes the relationship
between available transportation and the health and well being of our communities.
“This collaboration provides
local communities an opportunity to transform vacant spaces
into vibrant spaces, which will
provide better food options and
better mobility for their residents.
Local Foods, Local Places is a
partnership among USDA, EPA,
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), the Appalachian
Regional Commission (ARC),
the Delta Regional Authority (DRA) and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).
The initiative draws on the
Administration’s Partnership for
Sustainable Communities, USDA’s Seven Strategies for Economic Development and other
place-based strategies to address
regional challenges.
The 26 Local Foods, Local
Places communities were chosen from among 316 applicants.
The initiative is jointly funded
at $800,000. This amount, and
the projects it will support, will
make a significant impact in
communities involved in the
Local Foods, Local Places initiative.
USDA Secretary Vilsack
identified strengthening local
food systems as one of the four
pillars of USDA’s commitment
to rural economic development,
along with production agriculture (including expanding
export markets and improving
research), promoting conservation and outdoor recreation
opportunities, and growing the
bio-based economy.
Local Foods, Local Places is
part of USDA’s commitment to
support local and regional food
systems. USDA’s Know Your
Farmer, Know Your Food Initiative coordinates the Department’s policy, resources, and
outreach efforts related to local
and regional food systems. The
Know Your Farmer, Know Your
Food Compass maps nearly
3,000 local and regional food
projects supported by USDA
and eleven other federal agencies.
The Delta Regional Authority is a federal-state partnership
that is congressionally mandated to help create jobs, build
communities, and improve lives
through strategic investments in
economic development in the
252 counties and parishes of the
Delta region. The investments
come through the DRA’s States
Economic Development Assistance Program.
Through the past 12 project
cycles, the DRA has created and
retained more than 17,000 jobs
with 24,500 more projected.
These investments have lever-

aged $2.7 billion in other public and private investment with
DRA projects that are helping to
train 26,000 for a 21st century
workforce and have provided
more than 25,000 families access to clean water and sewer
services.
To address challenges in Rural America, build on the Administration’s rural economic
strategy, and improve the implementation of that strategy, the
President signed an Executive
Order establishing the White
House Rural Council.
The Council coordinates the
Administration’s efforts in rural
America by streamlining and
improving the effectiveness of
federal programs serving rural
America; engage stakeholders,
including farmers, ranchers,
and local citizens, on issues and
solutions in rural communities;
and promoting and coordinating
private-sector partnerships.
The work of the White House
Rural Council and USDA to
bring investment to rural America is an example of how the
Administration is creating smart
partnerships with the private
sector to better support Americans in all parts of the country.
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Rosa Naji Shareef
Oct. 11, 1953 – Nov. 22, 2014

Shareef
NEW MEDINAH, Miss. - Hajjah
Rosa Naji Shareef was one who did
what she loved and loved what she
did. She contributed a religious column to the Hattiesburg American
for over 20 years and was a major
organizer for the annual New Medinah Retreats near Sumrall, Miss.
Rosa passed Nov. 22, 2014, after a battle with cancer. Her funeral
was held Sun., Nov. 23, in New Medinah, where she was buried. It was
attended by Muslims and Christians
in great number.
Rosa was born Oct. 11, 1953.
Her parents were Leander and Nella Stephens Spinks of Newark, N.J.
She was the fourth of five children,
her siblings Larry, Aaron, Janice
and Dianne.

In 1971, Rosa received a scholarship to the former Katharine Gibbs
School of Business in Montclair,
N.J. And throughout her lifetime,
she took numerous courses to improve her skills.
She accepted Al-Islam in the
summer of 1972 in Newark. While
she was new to the religion, she
was not new to the idea of service
as was reflected in her choosing
her maiden Islamic name of “Naji”
which means to be “useful” - as she
used her abilities to be of service to
others.
This characteristic followed Rosa
as she later moved to Dayton, Ohio,
then to Chicago, Ill., and later to
New Medinah, where she married
Imam Alvin Shareef.
During Rosa’s lifetime, she was
known as a worker. Her mother’s
motto, “Nothing beats a failure but
a try,” was her approach to many
tasks. Either she would get a “yes”
or a “no.”
So in 1992, she approached the
Hattiesburg American newspaper
about writing a religious column for
the local newspaper and continued
to do so for nearly 22 years.
Having a passion for teaching,
Rosa instructed adult classes in
computers and until recently instructed computer classes to adults
with Pearl River Community College in Hattiesburg and Columbia,
Miss.

With a deep passion to empower
women in prison, she taught technology skills to aid them upon release.
In April 2014 when she was diagnosed with Stage 4 colon cancer,
Rosa was not one to hold “pity parties” or labor on “why me.” Instead,
she chose to accept this as another
one of life’s challenges.
Her motto now: “You can’t
choose your tests, but you can
choose your attitude”; this was
the catalyst to help her progress
through this new challenge. When
asked how she was doing, Rosa
would reply, “I am blessed. I am
humbled. I am grateful. Therefore,
I am good.”
Rosa will be missed by many
who knew her. She was preceded
in death by her parents and her
siblings, and also by her daughter
Imani Fitrah Albdul_Haqq.
Leaving to cherish her memory
are her loving and devoted husband,
Imam Alvin J. Shareef, the Resident Imam of Masjid Al-Halim in
New Medinah, her sons Sabir Asad
(Deja - former editor of The Mississippi Link) Abdul-Haqq and Ahmed
Mustafaa (Kamorria) Shareef; her
many nieces, nephews, grandchildren and a host of friends.
She will be sorely missed by her
Muslim community who relied
upon her many talents and determination.
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City of Jackson: Strategies to improve Water Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
and Sewer System Revenue Bond Rating
Inc. presents World AIDS DAY
continue amid Moody’s review and downgrade COMMEMORATION and CELEBRATION

The Mississippi Link Newswire
According to Shelia Byrd, Director of Communications for the City
of Jackson, the Yarber administration is moving forward with strategies to improve the city’s rating on
its Water and Sewer System Revenue Bonds, following Moody’s
Investors Service’s action to downgrade.
On November 25, 2014,
Moody’s took an action to downgrade the rating on the City of
Jackson’s Water and Sewer System
Revenue Bonds from A1 to A2, affecting approximately $239 million
in rated debt.
The primary reason for the
downgrade was performance of the
water and sewer enterprise in FY
2013. Moody’s cited the system’s
financial position, specifically weak

history and an undeveloped financial plan.
Mayor Tony Yarber said he and
the City Council will work together
to implement strategies to improve
the bond rating.
“Over the past several months,
the city has taken aggressive steps
in anticipation of the Moody’s review. Those actions included increasing water rates and sales tax,
overhauling the personnel management of the Department of Public
Works and the forensic auditing
of the system and contracts,” said
Yarber.
“This will not deter us. We’re
embarking on a mission to make
Jackson a national leader in infrastructure investment. While this
setback will make it more expensive in the short term, we fully
expect that successful deployThe Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly
TM by The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offices located at 2659 Liv- ment of these
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infrastructure
debt service coverage in FY 2013,
as the key factor for the downgrade.
Moody’s also issued a negative
outlook on the system, citing the
uncertainty surrounding the system’s current financial position, its
ability to absorb additional debt for
consent decree related projects, as
well as additional risk associated
with a swap agreement and the system’s high water loss for this outlook.
While Moody’s recognized the
strengths as being adequate system
networking capital, a sizable customer base and limited customer
concentration, they also highlighted several challenges to the system,
including inadequate debt service
coverage, economic stability due to
institutional presence, declining unrestricted cash, limited rate raising

The Mississippi Link

The Mississippi Link Newswire
On December 6, the Clinton,
Jackson and Madison County
Alumnae Chapters of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. in conjunction with Tougaloo College
Owens Health & Wellness Center
will explore “Getting 2 Zero.”
This informative conference
will take place at the Woodworth
Chapel on the campus of Tougaloo College, 500 County Line
Road, 9 a.m. – noon.
The featured speaker is a renowned leader in combating
AIDS, Dr. Yvonne Maddox,
who currently serves as acting
director of the National Institute
on Minority Health and Health
Disparities (NIMHD).
Maddox is also the deputy
director of the Eunice Kennedy
Shriver National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD).
An educational session will
follow, led by select panelists
with direct experience in population health, HIV/AIDS, and
disease prevention.
and revenue issues.
“Public Works is constantly addressing water loss issues through
repairs and replacement of the
city’s infrastructure, and the city is
currently developing a infrastructure master plan that will address
water and sewer infrastructure improvement needs. Once this master plan is approved, the proceeds
from the 1 percent sales tax will
be used for additional improvements,” Stamps said.
“Even with all of the steps the

Local artists, such as Destiny’s Project, will provide entertainment.
Free HIV screening will be
provided courtesy of Owens
Health and Wellness Center.
Vendors will be on-site and
door prizes will be given away!
city has taken, it will take a continued, collective effort to move this
city forward.”
Public Works Director Kishia
Powell said an initial action plan
is being implemented. “While this
ratings downgrade is disappointing to us, we fully understand the
factors considered by the rating
agency in their decision and these
were issues that concerned us as an
administration.
“This is another inherited issue that we have to contend with.

Families of all ages are welcome to attend. This conference is free and open to the
public.
For more information, contact the Madison County Alumnae Chapter Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., 601-940-3262.
But I knew coming on board that
financials had to be one of my key
priority areas in managing the Department.”
Two months prior to the rating review, Powell defended a
decision to bring on a nationally
known financial management firm
- Raftelis Financial Consultants to assess the Water and Sewer enterprise financials and proactively
start development of strategies to
stabilize the Department’s financial situation.
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NYC cop in man’s death: no intent to harm Michael Brown’s
By Tom Hays and Colleen Long
The Associated Press
NEW YORK - A grand jury
cleared a white New York City
police officer Wednesday in the
videotaped chokehold death of an
unarmed black man who had been
stopped on suspicion of selling
loose, untaxed cigarettes - a case
that sparked outrage and drew
comparisons to the deadly police
shooting in Ferguson, Missouri.
The decision in Staten Island
not to indict Officer Daniel Pantaleo threatened to add to the tensions that have simmered in the
city since the July 17 death of Eric
Garner.
Jonathan Moore, an attorney for
Garner’s family, said he was told
of the grand jury’s decision. Two
law enforcement officials, speaking on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized
to comment publicly on the case,
confirmed the officer was not indicted.
“I am actually astonished based
on the evidence of the video tape,
and the medical examiner, that this
grand jury at this time wouldn’t
indict for anything, is really just
astonishing,” Moore said.
The grand jury could have considered a range of charges, from
murder to a lesser offense such as
reckless endangerment.
Garner’s family planned a news
conference later in the day with
the Rev. Al Sharpton. The Staten
Island District Attorney’s office
didn’t immediately respond to a
call. There was no immediate comment from Pantaleo’s attorney nor
the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, a union that has strongly
backed the officer.
A video shot by an onlooker
and widely viewed on the Internet
showed the 43-year-old Garner
telling a group of police officers to
leave him alone as they tried to arrest him.

Pantaleo
responded by wrapping his arm
around Garner’s
neck in an apparent
chokehold, which
is banned under
NYPD policy. The
heavyset Garner,
who had asthma,
was heard repeatedly gasping, “I
can’t breathe!” A
second video surfaced that showed A woman, who did not want to give her name, places
police and para- flowers at a memorial for Eric Garner near the site of
medics appearing his death in the borough of Staten Island Wednesto make no effort day, Dec. 3, 2014., in New York. AP Photo/Seth Wenig
to revive Garner
While details on the grand jurors
while he lay motionless on the ground. He later were not disclosed, Staten Island is
the most politically conservative of
died at a hospital.
As with 18-year-old Michael the city’s five boroughs and home
Brown’s death in the St. Louis sub- to many police and firefighters. The
urb of Ferguson, the Garner case panel began hearing evidence in
sparked protests, accusations of late September, including the video,
racist policing and calls for federal autopsy results and testimony by
prosecutors to intervene. But un- Pantaleo.
Pantaleo had been stripped of his
like the Missouri protests, the demonstrations in New York remained gun and badge and placed on desk
mostly peaceful. The case also duty while the case was under inprompted Police Commissioner vestigation. He is likely to remain
William Bratton to order officers at on modified duty while the NYPD
the nation’s largest police depart- conducts an internal investigation
ment to undergo retraining on use that could result in administrative
charges.
of force.
In anticipation of the announceThe medical examiner ruled
Garner’s death a homicide and ment on the grand jury decision, pofound that a chokehold contributed lice officials met with community
to it. A forensic pathologist hired leaders on Staten Island to head
by Garner’s family, Dr. Michael off a repeat of the response in
Baden, agreed with those findings, Ferguson, where a grand jury
saying there was hemorrhaging on decided not to indict the white
Garner’s neck indicative of neck officer who shot the black teen.
Demonstrations there turned
compressions.
Police union officials and Pan- violent, resulting in more than
taleo’s lawyer have argued that 100 arrests and destruction of 12
the officer used a takedown move commercial buildings by fire.
The last officer to be indicted
taught by the police department,
not a chokehold, because he was in the death of a civilian was
resisting arrest and that Garner’s Richard Haste, charged in the
poor health was the main reason February 2012 killing of Ramarley Graham in the Bronx. Grahe died.

stepfather apologizes
for comments

By Jim Salter
The Associated Press
FERGUSON, Mo. - The stepfather of Michael Brown has apologized for angry comments he made
after the grand jury decided not to
indict the police officer who killed
his stepson, but said his remarks
had nothing to do with the arson
and looting that ravaged Ferguson
and the surrounding area.
Louis Head said Wednesday in a
statement that he was full of emotion on the night of Nov. 24, when
he yelled “Burn this bitch down!”
in a crowd of protesters.
St. Louis County police said
Tuesday they are investigating
Head’s comments as part of a
broader inquiry into the arson, vandalism and looting. Twelve commercial buildings were destroyed
in the hours after the grand jury
decision.
Head does not have a listed
phone number, and there was no
answer when an Associated Press
reporter knocked at his listed address Wednesday..
Brown, 18, was shot and killed
by Ferguson officer Darren Wilson
on Aug. 9. Wilson, who is white,
told the grand jury he fired because
his life was in danger, but some witnesses said Brown, who was black
and unarmed, was trying to surrender.
Brown’s mother, Lesley McSpadden, was on top of a car on a
Ferguson street in front of the police station, surrounded by protesters, when she heard the grand jury
ham was shot in a tiny bathroom
in the three-family home where
he lived with his grandmother.
He was chased there by Haste
who believed he was selling
drugs.

announcement.
She began sobbing. Her husband jumped on
top of the car and
hugged her, then
yelled out.
The street was
already noisy and FILE - In this Nov. 24, 2014 file photo Louis Head,
grew louder as center front, Michael Brown’s stepfather, and
Head hugged his Brown’s mother Lesley McSpadden, wearing sunwife. He yelled glasses, react as they listen to the announcement
without a micro- that a grand jury decided not to indict Ferguson
phone or any am- police officer Darren Wilson who fatally shot Brown.
plification. Some St. Louis County Police said Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2014
people who were that authorities want to talk to Head about his angry
close by couldn’t comments as part of a broader investigation into arhear what he said. son, vandalism and looting that followed the Nov. 24
Still, video of grand jury announcement. AP Photo/Charlie Riedel,
File
the comments immediately spread
it really hurt to see that.”
on Twitter, YouTube and other soRemy Cross, a criminologist at
cial media.
Webster University in suburban St.
“I was so angry and full of raw Louis, said he would be surprised
emotions, as so many others were, if Head is criminally charged, esand granted, I screamed out words pecially considering the emotional
that I shouldn’t have screamed in distress he was under at the time.
the heat of the moment,” the stateAnd Cross wondered why poment read.
lice would want to stir up emotions
“It was wrong, and I humbly again, especially now that protests
apologize to all of those who read have died down to the point that
my pain and anger as a true desire police and the National Guard
for what I want for our commu- have scaled back their patrols.
nity.”
There have been no nighttime arBut Head said to it’s unfair to rests at Ferguson protests since
place blame solely on him for the Friday.
violence that transpired.
“Given that this is such a raw
“In the end, I’ve lived in this situation already and given that
community for a long time,” he there is already a sense of injustice
continued. “The last thing I truly at the hands of the legal system, this
wanted was to see it go up in could be construed as provocation,”
flames. In spite of my frustration, Cross said.
Haste said he fired his weapon
because he thought he was going to be shot. But no weapons
were found in the apartment.
The officer was indicted on
manslaughter charges in the

summer of 2012, but the charges
were dismissed by a judge who
said prosecutors improperly instructed the grand jurors. A second grand jury decided not to
re-indict the officer.
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Jackson Mayor Inspires Students Local professionals visit Spann
at Casey Elementary School on Elementary for Career Day
Career Awareness Day

On Career Day at Spann, students are dressed for success in the attire of their chosen career fields.

Mayor Tony Yarber speaks to fifth grade students at Casey Elementary during Career Day.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Mayor Tony Yarber spent the
afternoon with fifth grade students at Casey Elementary for
Career Day on November 10,
2014. The mayor ate lunch with
the students and later talked to
them about choosing a career
path, sharing how his own path
led him into politics.
Ironically, Mayor Yarber began his career in education as
a student teacher at Casey, and
two of his colleagues from that
time are still teaching at the
school.
After teaching in several JPS
elementary and middle schools,
the mayor eventually rose to
building administrator and
served as principal of Marshall
Elementary before entering city
government in 2009 when he
was elected city council member representing Jackson’s
Ward 6. He became mayor in
2014, after running in a special election to replace Mayor
Chokwe Lumumba following
his death while in office.
Yarber ended by explaining
to the students that whatever
career they decided to go into,
it had to be one that they loved.
Mayor Yarber told the students
he goes to bed and wakes up
thinking about how he can
make his city better.
“I ran for mayor not because
I wanted to be mayor, but because I’m passionate about my
city. I love Jackson,” said Mayor Yarber. “Everybody wants
to go to Atlanta, but I want to
make Jackson better than Atlanta. I think we have the opportunity to do it because we have
amazing fifth graders like you
guys here at Casey.”
In addition to the mayor’s
visit, the Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (JROTC) from
Lanier High School was a part
of the Career Day activities at

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Spann Elementary students
dressed for success at their
first Career Day celebration.
Every student chose a profession he or she was interested
in and dressed for success in
appropriate attire. The students’ career choices included
doctors, teachers, store managers and football players.
The students listened as
speakers from those professions explained their careers
and the education needed to
be successful in their fields.
Students took advantage of
this excellent opportunity to
learn first-hand about future
career choices by asking questions.

Casey. Colonel (Ret.) Paul Willis, director of JPS JROTC programs and Lieutenant/Colonel
(Ret.) Jennifer Expose-Francisco, senior instructor, and
several cadets from the Lanier
JROTC unit spoke to students
in second through fifth grades
about careers in the military.
Casey Principal Leslie Coleman was proud of the Career

Day program offerings provided to Casey students.
“Our counselor, Mrs. Christian, coordinated numerous opportunities for our students to be
exposed to careers they didn’t
even know existed, said Casey
principal Leslie Coleman. We
want our students to be aware
of their options and help them
set goals to aspire to.”

WLBT’s Walt Grayson
and Mississippi Secretary of
State Delbert Hosemann were
among the many speakers
who participated in the Career
Day program at Spann.
“Don’t let anyone tell what
you can’t do, you can do anything you set your mind to
do,” Hoseman told students.
“We want our students to
realize that they can fulfill
any dream through hard work
and dedication. It is our job to
encourage their dreams,” said
Spann Elementary principal
Nicole Menotti.
The following professionals
were speakers at Spann Elementary’s Career Day:
Delbert Hoseman, Secre-

tary of State
Dr. Beverly Hogan, president of Tougaloo College
Walt Grayson, MS News
Now–WLBT/WDBD
Andrew Quinn, WJTV
News Channel 12
Dr. Ron Caloss, University
of Mississippi Medical Center
School of Dentistry
Dr. Todd Dear, University
of Mississippi Medical Center
Pharmacy School
Dr. Shawn Clark, psychologist
Venus Gardner and Eddie
James, Jackson Fire Department Smokehouse
Juanelma Palmer, United
States Department of Agriculture
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New Alcorn program formed to create student leaders
The Mississippi Link Newswire
During Student Government
Association freshman election, Alcorn State University
Director of Student Engagement Devina Hogan saw plenty of students turned down for
titles on SGA. She also realized the potential of those students, which inspired her to
create something specifically
for them.
“There were so many great
candidates who would be excellent servant leaders. However, they weren’t declared the
victors of the freshman class.

Should that stop them from being further developed as leaders? Absolutely not, which is
why Leadership Alcorn was
birthed,” said Hogan.
Leadership Alcorn, which
started in August, is the newly
created student organization
that is advised by the Office
of Student Engagement. The
organization is geared toward
freshmen at Alcorn, offering
them leadership development
skills and opportunities.
“Our main focus is to better
prepare them for leadership
opportunities in SGA, Greek

life, and as student ambassadors as they matriculate here
at Alcorn.”
Hogan feels that catching
students during their first year
of college is the best way to
mold them into ideal leaders.
“This organization will
truly mentor, transform and
help develop their leadership
skills. As freshmen, they’re
looking to belong and find
themselves. We, as administrators, must be proactive in
the development of our students versus being reactive
when things happen.”

The leadership program will
increase more awareness of
the student code of conduct,
giving future student leaders
necessary information that
needs to be spread to prevent
unacceptable behavior.
“Most freshmen come in
not knowing university rules
or guidelines as it relates to
the student code of conduct.
The students of Leadership
Alcorn will take an active role
in educating their classmates
on such topics to help prevent
code of conduct violations,”
said Hogan

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of
Blueprint Mississippi Social
Mississippi Foundation gives $129K Business Challenge a success
to “One Fit JSU” wellness initiative
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Blue Cross & Blue Shield
of Mississippi Foundation has
given Jackson State University
$129,225 to boost a healthy campus environment that reaches
into the Jackson metro area.
The foundation is focusing on
three areas: cities, K-12 schools
and universities, said executive
director Sheila Grogan during a
check presentation ceremony at
the Walter Payton Recreation &
Wellness Center.
The foundation is pleased to
support the One Fit JSU initiative, she said, with thePayton
Center collaborating with the
Metro Jackson Community Prevention Coalition to provide
oversight and project management.
In accepting the check, Dr.
Mary M. White, JSU interim
vice president for institutional
advancement, noted that obesity
is “a significant threat” in Mississippi. Obesity-related health care
costs in Mississippi are projected
to be $3.9 billion by 2018, she
said.
TheOne Fit JSU wellness initiative is designed to implement
health promotion programs including diet and nutrition, exercise and physical activity, and
ways to prevent and manage disease.
Dana A. Brown, associate

“It Still Takes a Village” wins first place

Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Mississippi Foundation Executive Director Sheila Grogan (right) presents a check for $129,225 to Dr. Mary
M. White, Jackson State University interim vice president for institutional advancement (second from left), and Dana A. Brown, associate
vice president for business and finance (left), and Velesha Williams,
director of the Metro Jackson Community Prevention Coalition, on
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014. The money is for the “One Fit JSU” Wellness Initiative to boost a healthy campus environment that reaches
into the Jackson metro area. Photo by Anissa Hidouk, JSU
vice president for business and
finance, said mind/body/spirit
are key factors in health and that
the Payton Center is honored to
partner in promoting healthy lifestyles.
Velesha Williams, director of
the Metro Jackson Community
Prevention Coalition, thanked
the foundation, the Payton Center and JSU for their support
and also thanked those who participated in the “Taste of Fitness”
Food Expo that led up to the ceremony.

Local participants included
Piccadilly at Jackson Medical Mall, the Penguin at JSU,
McAlister’s Deli, Country Fisherman, Garden Works Teas, and
Blue Skyz Still Waters Massage
Therapy.
The foundation has given
funds to K-12 schools throughout
the state promoting indoor and
outdoor exercise, Grogan said,
and to several Mississippi cities
as part of its Healthiest Hometown initiative, as well as to each
of the state’s public universities.

JSU students protest
Ferguson grand jury inaction
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University students participated in the nationwide
“Hands Up Walkout” protest on the
main campus in Jackson on Monday.
Gathering at 12:01 p.m. on
Gibbs-Green Pedestrian Plaza,
about 100 students peacefully
marched about 100 yards from the
Student Center and lay down in silence, many with their hands up, in
a protest organized by the JSU Student Government Association and
JSU NAACP.
The students were protesting the
no-true bill handed down by a Ferguson, Mo., grand jury in the shooting death of Michael Brown, an
unarmed 18- year-old, by Ferguson
Police Officer Darren Wilson.
The protest was called over the
weekend, said SGA President Keonte Turner, in response to a nationwide call to action by Ferguson Action, a protest organization. It was
organized by NAACP JSU Chapter
President Henry Goss.
The students, many holding signs
reading “I Am Black Excellence”
and “Black Lives Matter,” marched
with duct tape over their mouths to
show how black voices had been silenced, Goss said. “We wanted the
world to see that,” he said.
They marched to an exhibition
area across from Reddix Hall where
many lay down and were silent for
four and a half minutes.
“The four and a half minutes of

The Mississippi Link Newswire
When Natchez, Miss. native
and business administration major Chantel Marsaw’s “It Still
Takes a Village” non-profit organization won first place in
the Blueprint Mississippi Social
Business Challenge, she was
overcome with emotion.
“It feels so great to win,” said
Marsaw. “We put so much hard
work into this organization and
it’s finally paying off.”
Marsaw’s business partner
and junior business administration major James Lurks showed
pride in their organization and
the work they have displayed in
surrounding communities.
“It feels good to actually put
this presentation into action by
helping the community,” said
Lurks, who is a Woodville, Miss.
native.
Marsaw’s organization, whose
first place win earned them a
chance to compete in the state
competition in Jackson, Miss.
next year, were among four other
teams who competed in the Mississippi Public Universities sponsored event Tuesday, Nov. 18 in
the Dr. Clinton Bristow Jr. Dining
Facility Gold Room. Marsaw’s
organization has been instrumental in helping more than 50 local
students with deceased parents
graduate from high school.
Associate professor in the Department of Human Sciences Dr.
Martha Ravola appreciated the
challenge’s ability to prepare the
students for what’s to come in
their future careers.
“I believe this challenge is

a
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Faculty Champion Dr. Martha Ravola and Faculty Advisors: Willie
Anderson, Brenda Collins (standing, L to R), Dr. J. Janice Coleman,
and Dr. Ella Anderson (sitting L to R).
opening minds and creating opportunities for the teams to gain
hands-on experience at presenting and solving problems in the
world,” said Dr. Ravola.
Lead judge and Port Gibson,
Miss. native Kenneth D. Ross
applauded the students for their
preparedness and awareness of
the state’s most pressing issues.
“We think that all of the students did exceptional jobs with
their presentations,” said Ross.
“We were extremely impressed
with their approaches to identifying and solving Mississippi’s issues. We are looking forward to
these young people becoming the
business leaders of the future.”
Coming in second place were
“The Demonstrators,” a team
advised by Dr. J. Janice Coleman who will also be the alternate representative in the state
competition. Their presentation
showed how art could be created
with limited resources.
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“This team has worked really
hard together,” said Coleman.
“The main idea that we try to
give them is that one can create
art wherever they are. We want
to show them that it is possible to
create art in less fortunate communities as a way to generate
revenue.”
Captain and co-captain Shankeya Cobbins, a senior and Lexington, Miss. native, and Laura
Jackson, a junior and Wesson,
Miss. native, were excited about
sharpening their presentation
skills and forming a bond with
their group mates.
“This will give me better oral
communications skills,” said
Cobbins. “These skills will be
important to me as a business
major.
Team Hope came in third place
with their presentation, “Holistic Health Partners.” Honorable
mention was awarded to “Two
faces Of Obesity.”
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African Americans We Must Do Better

Jackson State University students march to protest the Ferguson,
Mo., grand jury inaction in the shooting death of Michael Brown, Dec.
1, 2014. Photos by Charles A. Smith, JSU

African Americans, Black History Month is February. It
hasn’t changed, so please my black brothers and sisters,
let us not waste another 28 days sitting on the dock of the
bay watching the clouds roll away. It just doesn’t make
sense that approximately 42 million African Americans
will not come together and let this month work for them.
As a black man I am sincerely pleading, begging, urging,
importuning, you to join me in yelling loudly that if we
work for Black History Month, Black History Month will
work for us. For further enlightenment, please go to
www.themississippilink.com/2014/11/11/africanamericans-we-must-do-better/.

Krystal Mooney, a senior psychology major from Blue Mountain,
Miss., marches to protest the Ferguson, Mo., grand jury inaction in
the shooting death of Michael Brown, Dec. 1, 2014.
silence represented the four and a
half hours Michael Brown lay on
the ground (after he was shot),”
Goss said.

“Black life is undervalued and
it’s time for that to stop,” Goss said.
For more on Ferguson Action,
see: http://fergusonaction.com.

I pray that the presidents of the historical black colleges,
faculties, and student bodies will take the lead in this
consolidated effort.
Pastor Jimmy Terry Sr., 931-648-1172, visiontb@bellsouth.net, Galatians 2:20
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Justices weigh bias claim
of pregnant UPS driver
By Mark Sherman
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - Two of the
three women on the Supreme
Court vigorously questioned
a UPS lawyer Wednesday
over the company’s refusal to
give lighter duty to a pregnant
worker, a closely watched case
with potentially broad impact
for female workers and their
employers.
Questions from several justices during arguments suggested the court could be
searching for a middle ground
in the dispute between United
Parcel Service and former
driver Peggy Young.
UPS declined to give the
woman temporary light-duty
work so she could avoid lifting heavy packages after she
became pregnant in 2006.
Young was in the courtroom
Wednesday to hear the justices
talk about employers’ responsibilities under the 36-year-old
Pregnancy Discrimination Act.
With some of their male
colleagues unusually quiet,
Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg
and Elena Kagan repeatedly
pressed UPS lawyer Caitlin
Halligan over the Atlantabased package delivery company’s refusal to find a tempo-

rary assignment for Young.
The anti-discrimination law
“was supposed to be about
removing
stereotypes
of
pregnant women as marginal
workers. It was supposed to
be about ensuring that they
wouldn’t be unfairly excluded
from the workplace. And what
you are saying is that there’s
a policy that accommodates
some workers but puts all
pregnant women on one side
of the line,” Kagan said.
Defending the company’s
actions, Halligan said UPS did
not provide light-duty work
to any employees unless they
were injured on the job, had a
condition that was covered by
the Americans With Disabilities Act or lost their federal
certificate to drive a commercial vehicle.
Ginsburg challenged Halligan to come up with an example of someone who asked
for lighter duty but didn’t get
it, other than pregnant women.
“Is there an employee who
asked for a dispensation because of a medical condition
that restricted her ability to
lift, to any single employee?”
Ginsburg asked.
Halligan replied, “There’s
not a name provided in the re-

cord because one was not elicited by (Young) whose burden
it was.”
Young’s dispute with UPS
arose after she gave her supervisor a doctor’s note recommending that she not lift packages heavier than 20 pounds.
Young said she dealt almost
exclusively with overnight letters, but UPS said its drivers
must be able to lift packages
weighing up to 70 pounds.
Young left the company in
2009.
UPS has since changed its
policy and said it will voluntarily offer pregnant women
light duty starting in January.
Halligan noted that nine
states now have laws that require an accommodation for
pregnant workers, and she
urged the justices to let elected
lawmakers make these kinds
of policy decisions, rather than
federal judges.
“I want to point out that this
is an area where the democratic process is working as it
should,” Halligan said.
The states are: California,
Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Louisiana, Maryland,
Minnesota, New Jersey and
West Virginia.
More than 120 congressio-

Officials designate 35
hospitals for Ebola care
By Mike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer
NEW YORK - Health officials
have designated 35 hospitals across
the country as Ebola treatment centers.
The U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services released the
list of hospitals on Tuesday. Most
are clustered in metropolitan areas
like New York City, San Francisco,
Minneapolis and Washington D.C.
For more than a month, health
officials have been talking to - and
evaluating - hospitals that could
serve as referral treatment centers
for new Ebola cases that might occur. A team from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
assessed more than 50 hospitals in
15 states and Washington, federal
officials said.
The 35 hospitals are deemed to
have the staff, equipment and training to safely and effectively care for
Ebola, the government said.
More hospitals will be added
over the next several weeks to provide wider geographic coverage,
officials said.
West Africa is currently suffering
the worst Ebola outbreak in history,
with more than 17,100 illnesses and
at least 6,000 deaths so far. Four
cases have been diagnosed in the
United States.
The designated hospitals are:
Kaiser Oakland Medical Center,

Oakland, California.
Kaiser South Sacramento Medical Center, Sacramento, California.
University of California Davis
Medical Center, Sacramento, California.
University of California San
Francisco Medical Center, San
Francisco.
Emory University Hospital, Atlanta.
Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago.
Northwestern Memorial Hospital, Chicago.
Rush University Medical Center,
Chicago.
University of Chicago Medical
Center, Chicago.
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore.
University of Maryland Medical
Center, Baltimore.
National Institutes of Health
Clinical Center, Bethesda, Maryland.
Allina Health’s Unity Hospital,
Fridley, Minnesota.
Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota, St. Paul, Minnesota.
Mayo Clinic Hospital, Rochester, Minnesota.
University of Minnesota Medical Center, Minneapolis.
Nebraska Medical Center,
Omaha.
Robert Wood Johnson Univer-

sity Hospital, New Brunswick,
New Jersey.
North Shore System LIJ/Glen
Cove Hospital, Glen Cove, New
York.
Montefiore Medical Center,
New York.
New York-Presbyterian/Allen
Hospital, New York.
Bellevue Hospital Center, New
York.
The Mount Sinai Hospital, New
York.
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, Philadelphia.
Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.
University of Texas Medical
Branch at Galveston, Texas.
Methodist Richardson Medical
Center, Richardson, Texas.
University of Virginia Medical
Center, Charlottesville, Virginia.
Virginia Commonwealth University Medical Center, Richmond, Virginia.
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Froedtert Hospital, Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
University of Wisconsin Hospital, Madison, Wisconsin.
MedStar Washington Hospital
Center, Washington, D.C.
Children’s National Medical
Center, Washington, D.C.
George Washington University
Hospital, Washington, D.C.

Avoiding the holiday blues

www.menshealthlibrary.com
The six weeks encompassing
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New
Year’s - typically lumped together
as “the holidays” - are universally
known for the magic, sentiment,
nostalgia, joy, tradition, and good
will that all uniquely characterize
this time of year. Just mention the
phrase, and thoughts leap to family
gatherings, warm fires, office parties, fattening foods, and of course,
shopping, eating, and gifts.
A month-and-a-half of eating,
drinking, and being merry? How
could there ever be room for a
real-life Scrooge among us? Unthinkable, you say? Hardly. For
many, the holidays bring on a
pain that’s not only unthinkable,

but downright miserable. Brought
on by factors as wide-ranging as
the weather, absence or separation of family, stress, unrealistic
expectations, hypersentimentality,
personal shortcomings, feelings of
guilt, overspending, or the death
of a loved one, holiday depression
- euphemistically labeled the “holiday blues” - can sap the merriment
right out of even the most wonderful time of the year (as well as the
days immediately following, called
post-holiday depression).
Holiday depression is the most
common of the various types of depression, and it affects one million
people every year. Men and women, young and old all fall victim to
feelings of sadness, loneliness, anx-

iety, guilt, fatigue, and stress that replace the fun, frolic, and festiveness
of this emotionally charged season.
Men’s Health Network offers
the following 10 suggestions to
help you identify and ward off - or
at least better cope with - potential
sources of holiday depression.
1. Acknowledge, rather than
hide, the fact that you’re hurting
- Anticipate that others around you
may expect certain attitudes and behaviors from you. Still, you may not
feel that way. Understand that much
of the “holiday hype” is based upon
the retail industry’s (and media’s),
overly emotional, sentimental, nostalgic, and even imaginary notion
of what the holidays should be like.
Take away the shoulds. Feelings

nal Democrats are backing
legislation that would change
federal law to make explicit
the requirement to accommodate pregnant women. Pennsylvania Sen. Bob Casey said
the bill is modeled after the
landmark Americans With Disabilities Act.
“It would make sure that
pregnant workers have the
same measure of protection,”
Casey said before the start of
a rally outside the court in support of Young.
The Obama administration
and an unusual array of liberal and conservative interest
groups are supporting Young,
who lives with her 7-year-old
daughter, Triniti, in Lorton, Va.
In court on Wednesday,
Samuel Bagenstos, Young’s
lawyer, ran into early trouble
from Justice Anthony Kennedy.
“You make it sound as if the
only condition that was not
accommodated was a lifting
restriction because of pregnancy,” Kennedy said, calling that
a “misimpression.”
Kennedy asked just a few
questions and Chief Justice
John Roberts commented just
twice during the argument.
Since the justices agreed

Peggy Young, a Virginia woman who lost her UPS job because she became pregnant, carries a bouquet of flowers as she leaves the Supreme
Court in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014. AP Photo/Susan Walsh
in July to hear the case, the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission has updated
guidance to employers to make
clear that they should accommodate people in Young’s situation. Yet the U.S. Postal Service, an independent federal
agency, maintains the practice
that UPS has now abandoned,
UPS said in court papers. The
Postal Service declined to
comment.
Solicitor General Donald
Verrilli acknowledged in court
Wednesday that the Justice
Department has previously
defended the Postal Service in
similar lawsuits. Verrilli pointed to the recent EEOC change
to justify the administration’s
shift in legal strategy.
The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is among those on UPS’
side. The chamber said many

of its members do provide additional benefits to pregnant
workers, but it said policies at
thousands of companies would
be upended if the court were to
rule for Young. Lower federal
courts have rejected her claim.
Kagan said she was putting
forth a “middle ground” that
would force those courts to
re-examine Young’s case with
a more accepting view of the
discrimination claim. UPS and
other employers facing similar suits would then be able to
argue their policies were legal
because they were based on
seniority or some other acceptable reason, Kagan said.
It was not clear how many
justices might share Kagan’s
view.
A decision in Young v. UPS,
12-1226, is expected by late
June.

INSIDE KOBANI: War clinic
treats anti-IS fighters
Associated Press
KOBANI, Syria - Like much of
this battered Syrian Kurdish border
town on the front lines in the battle
against the Islamic State group, most
of its hospitals and clinics now lie in
ruins. Only one is still working - but
its location is kept secret for fear it
could be targeted by the militants.
Inside the tiny field clinic, saving lives and dealing with horrifying wounds of war comes first, and
concerns such as keeping operating
rooms sterile and cleaning up after
surgery are on the back burner.
Blood is splattered across most of
the beds and floors, and a small team
of only three doctors and five nurses
are providing the only remaining
medical services in the town. They
are sometimes forced to operate by
torchlight since power generators
regularly fail.
They treat a seemingly unending
flood of wounded Kurdish fighters and members of the Free Syrian
Army, just meters (yards) away from
the front lines.
The Spartan clinic only has the
very basic equipment and regularly
runs out of supplies. Those with
more critical wounds must make a
mad dash for the border with Turkey, and wait there for a transport to
a better hospital in the neighboring
country.
But losing precious time in the
perilous journey often diminishes
their chances for survival.
“If we had a mobile operating
unit, we wouldn’t have to leave our
wounded at the Turkish border to
wait for six or 10 hours where they

sometimes die,” said
Mohammed Aref, a
doctor at the Kobani
clinic.
An exclusive report
shot by videojournalist Jake Simkin inside
Kobani late last month
offered a rare, in-depth
glimpse of the destruction that more than two
months of fighting has
inflicted on the Kurdish town in northern
Syria by the Turkish
border.
The Kurdish fighters of Kobani, backed
by a small number of
Iraqi peshmerga forces In this Nov. 21, 2014 photo, a Kurdish fighter reand Syrian rebels, are ceives medical attention for a bullet just grazing
locked in what they his temple at a field hospital in Kobani. AP Photo/
say is a fight to the Jake Simkin
end against the Islamic
Still, Aref is dedicated to saving
State group, which swept into the
town in mid-September. The mili- Kobani’s wounded as best he can
tants’ advance was part of a summer and dreams of someday rebuilding
blitz after the Islamic State group the town clinics and working in a
overran large parts of Syria and safe operating theater.
Helped by more than 270 airneighboring Iraq.
Kobani, which once had a popu- strikes from a U.S.-led coalition and
lation of about 50,000, has seen an American airdrop of weapons, the
some of the fiercest urban warfare fighters in Kobani have succeeded
in Syria’s civil war, now in its fourth in halting the militants’ advance and
year, and has paid a heavy price for believe that a corner has been turned.
But the fight against the Islamic
battling the Islamic State extremists.
Aref and the others at the Kobani State is not slowing down.
“We know that the number (of
clinic say the immobility of their
facility slows them down, since wounded) will increase and more
they cannot venture far outside and injured will come so we have to be
treat the wounded at the scene - as ready,” said Aref. “The most imporparamedics and mobile doctors else- tant thing for us is having an operating room.”
where do in combat situations.

of sadness, loneliness, or depression don’t automatically vanish just
because it’s the holidays. You are
not a slave to others’ expectations.
Regardless of the reason, acknowledge your difficulty at this time, be
open and honest with others, refuse
to feel guilty, and plan ahead and/or
get help if you need it.
2. Have a plan to deal with your
feelings - You know what to expect,
and you feel the hurt coming on.
Have a plan to help you fend off
or deal with your feelings. As best
you can, surround yourself with
people who care about and support you - family, friends, or church
members. Schedule gettogethers.
Read a book. Invest yourself in an
exercise program (aerobic activities

such as walking, running, cycling,
etc., are recommended because of
their mood-elevating ability). If
necessary, make an appointment
with your doctor or therapist. And
learn to say “no.” It bears repeating:
others’ expectations can run high
at this time of year, but that’s no
reason for your own mental health
to suffer. It’s your life - you take
charge of it.
3. Set realistic expectations
- Holiday joy has been replaced
with holiday stress. The “reason
for the season” has succumbed
to an endless list of “got-to-do’s.”
Perfect planning. Perfect house.
Perfect party. Perfect meal. Perfect family. Perfect behavior.
Perfect gift. Perfect feelings. Per-

fect…whatever! Keeping your
expectations realistic rather than
perfectionistic will help you set
personal boundaries that will
keep you from overtaxing yourself. Prioritize - and reduce - selfimposed holiday preparations.
Delegate responsibilities. Plan
your spending and then stick to
your budget. Plan your shopping
times well in advance. Do less
and enjoy more. Obsessing over
endless externals - appearance,
cleanliness, and logistics - rather
than allowing yourself to enjoy
meaning, reflection, relationships,
peace, and comfort, is bound to
change this long-awaited, once-ayear season from a time of exuberance to exhaustion.
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‘Nobody knows the
trouble we’ve seen….’
By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
NNPA Columnist
Nobody knows
the trouble I’ve
seen
Nobody knows
my sorrow
Nobody knows
the trouble I’ve

seen
Glory hallelujah!
Those are the opening lyrics to
“Nobody knows the trouble I’ve
seen,” a spiritual with roots as a
slave song. It was originally called,
“Nobody Knows The Trouble I’ve
Had.”
The enormously gifted Marian
Anderson popularized “Nobody
knows the trouble I’ve seen” in
1925. Different versions were subsequently rendered by Lena Horne,
Paul Robeson, Louis Armstrong,
and Sam Cooke.
In the wake of the latest miscarriage of justice in the Michael
Brown case in Ferguson, the song
once again has a relevance to the
continuing reality of racial injustice for black Americans.
Sometimes I’m up, sometimes
I’m down
Oh, yes, Lord
Sometimes I’m almost to the
ground
Oh, yes, Lord
Although you see me going
‘long so
Oh, yes, Lord
I have my trials here below
Oh, yes, Lord
Nobody knows the pain of Michael Brown’s parents. Nobody
knows the utter disgust of the
black American community across
the nation after the grand jury in
Ferguson failed to indict Darren
Wilson.
The writing and singing of spirituals are an important aspect of the
tradition and long struggle for freedom and justice in America. We
are a spirit-filled people.
Our poetry, songs and cultural
responses to the conditions and
contradictions that we face have
always helped us to not accept
injustice, and to persevere even in
the face of violence.
Marching for equal justice is
also therapeutic. The NAACP, our
oldest civil rights organization, is
about to conclude a 7-day march
from Ferguson to Jefferson City,
the state capital, to protest the Michael Brown injustice and to proposed corrective remedies.
NAACP president and CEO
Cornell William Brooks stated,
“We stand committed to continue
our fight against racial profiling,
police brutality and the militarization of local authorities.
“Our ‘Journey for Justice: Ferguson to Jefferson City’ march is
the first of many demonstrations
to show both the country and the
world that the NAACP and our allies will not stand down until systemic change, accountability and
justice in cases of police miscon-

duct are served for Michael Brown
and the countless other men and
women who lost their lives to such
police misconduct.”
We hope that the march and the
other protest activities that are being planned will involve the growing number of young activists and
leaders who are emerging in St
Louis County and on the national
scene.
We need to propose solutions
to local, state and federal bodies
to take corrective action. Beyond
singing and marching, we need to
get more civil rights laws enacted
to stop police brutality and racial
profiling.
Fifty years ago, in response to
the racially-motivated police violence to suppress the voting rights
of black Americans in Selma,
Alabama and throughout the Deep
South, the Civil Rights Movement
was successful in getting the 1965
Voting Rights Act passed by Congress and signed into law by President Lyndon B. Johnson.
There are numerous issues that
arise out of the killing of Michael
Brown: unjustified propensity by
police officers to use deadly force
against black Americans and other
persons of color; the improper and
inadequate training of police officers; racism in the flawed criminal
justice system; prosecutorial misconduct; and systemic racial oppression.
These are all issues that need to
be addressed more effectively.
We support the efforts of President Barack Obama and some of
his key domestic policy advisers,
such as Roy L. Austin Jr., who are
proposing the develepment and
enactment of the “Michael Brown
Law.”
If enacted, the new law would
require all state, county, and local police to wear a body video
camera. Of course, this is just one
solution, but it is a much needed
and achievable step in the right
direction to hold police officers
accountable for their actions, especially when deadly force is used.
If a picture is worth a thousand
words, a fully-functioning video
camera attached to police officers
could be worth millions of words
- and save thousands of lives in the
process. As we campaign for passage of the law, we must continue
to be vigilante and never cease
singing our spirituals.
If you get there before I do
Oh, yes, Lord
Tell all-a my friends I’m coming
to Heaven!
Oh, yes, Lord
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is president and CEO of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) and can be reached
for national advertisement sales
and partnership proposals at
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org. For lectures and other professional consultations, visit http://drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc

Integrating into
a ‘burning house’
By Jineea Butler
NNPA Columnist
Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s last conversation with Harry Belafonte echoed in my
head, as I watched the
Ferguson aftermath
send the country in a tailspin:
“I’ve come upon something that
disturbs me deeply. We have fought
hard and long for integration, as I
believe we should have, and I know
we will win. But I have come to believe that we are integrating into a
burning house.
“I’m afraid that America has
lost the moral vision she may have
had. And I’m afraid that even as

we integrate, we are walking into a
place that does not understand that
this nation needs to be deeply concerned with the plight of the poor
and disenfranchised.
“Until we commit ourselves to
ensuring that the underclass is given justice and opportunity, we will
continue to perpetuate the anger
and violence that tears the soul of
this nation. I fear I am integrating
my people into a burning house.”
Burning house? What was the
burning house Dr. King was referring to? Does the burning house
resemble Ferguson, Mo.? Does it
resemble Officer Darren Wilson’s
testimony rationalizing why he
killed Michael Brown?
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A perverted
view of blackon-black crime
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist
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Ask Alma

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Need to move on

In the aftermath of a black
teen being killed
in
Ferguson,
Mo.,
former
New York City
Mayor
Rudy
Giuliani was asked a simple
question on the NBC television’s “Meet the Press”: Do
you think that blacks have a
legitimate complaint about racial discrimination by police in
their communities?
After responding yes, he
added: “But I think just as
much if not more responsibility is on the black community
to reduce the reason why the
police officers are assigned
in such large numbers to the
black community…”
As the Washington Post observed, “Former New York
mayor Rudy Giuliani (R) offered some now-infamous
analysis of the situation in Ferguson, on Meet the Press on
Sunday. ‘White police officers
wouldn’t be in black neighborhoods, killing black men,
‘if you weren’t killing each
other.’”
The Washington Post opinion continued, “This wasn’t
Giuliani’s only point, but it
was the one that spurred the
most online reaction. Giuliani
also reiterated a version of a
statistic that has been common
in the wake of the fatal shooting of Michael Brown earlier
this year.
“‘I find it very disappointing,’ he said, ‘that we are not
discussing the fact that 93
percent of blacks are killed by
other blacks.’ He insisted to
another member of the panel,
Georgetown professor Michael
Eric Dyson, that ‘I would like
to see the attention paid to that
than you are paying to this.’”
Dyson countered, “First of
all, most black people who
commit crimes against other
black people go to jail. Number two, they are not sworn
by the police department as
agents of the state to uphold
the law…. white people who
kill black people do not go to
jail.”
Giuliani, a lawyer, an exfederal prosecutor, and former
presidential wannabe, knows
better. A Justice Department
report on homicides committed from 1980 through 2008
found that 93 percent of black
homicides were perpetrated by
other African Americans.
Giuliani conveniently neglected to note that the report
also showed that 84 percent of
white homicide victims were
killed by other whites.
The 2013 FBI Uniform
Crime Report reflected a simi-

lar pattern. It showed that 83
percent of whites were killed
by other whites and 90 percent
of blacks were killed by other
blacks.
The report found that 14
percent of whites were killed
by blacks while 7.6 percent of
blacks were killed by whites.
It’s not just a matter of blacks
killing blacks and whites killing whites. Most homicides
are committed by people who
know their victim, usually a
spouse or acquaintance.
According to Justice Department’s Bureau of Justice
Statistics, 56 percent of homicide victims were killed by acquaintances. Another 22 percent of victims were killed by
a spouse or other family member. Only 22 percent of the victims were killed by strangers.
So, it was disingenuous for
Giuliani to assert that blacks
are “killing each other” as
though that’s a phenomenon
unique to African Americans.
The FBI annual compilation of crimes does not break
down the race of people killed
by police. However, the public interest website ProPublica
studied federal data from 2010
to 2012 and concluded that
young black males were 21
times more likely to be killed
by police than their white
counterparts.
Giuliani, never considered a
friend of African Americans,
would probably be even more
enraged if most whites were
being killed by blacks. Yet,
he pretends to be concerned
about the loss of black life at
the hands of blacks.
As we have seen in Ferguson, with Officer Darren Wilson killing Michael Brown,
long before a police officer
fires his weapon at an unarmed
black target, he frequently harbors certain misperceptions
about the person at the other
end of the gun barrel.
In the case of Wilson, he
testified before a St. Louis
County grand jury: “And when
I grabbed him, the only way I
can describe it is I felt like a
five-year old holding on to
Hulk Hogan.” [Grand jury
transcript, Volume 5, page
212, line 21]
Wilson testified that he
stands a shade under 6’4” and
weights “210-ish.” Michael
Brown was listed as 6’4” and
weighed nearly 300 pounds.
Wilson was the same
height as Brown and though
the teenager enjoyed about a
90-pound weight advantage
- which could be considered
a disadvantage - Wilson was
armed with a Sig Sauer P229,
.40 caliber pistol loaded with
12 bullets, a nightstick and
mace.

With those clear advantages, along with the ability to
call for backup help, which
he had exercised, there was
no reason a trained police officer should have felt “like a
five-year old” holding on to a
6’7,” 302-pound professional
wrestler.
Clearly, Wilson was also
armed with certain stereotypes of young black males
and that may have affected his
poor decision-making on that
fatal day in Ferguson, Mo.
Both Rudy Giuliani and
Darren Wilson are entitled to

have their opinions of African
Americans, however flawed.
But their biases should not
cost Michel Brown or anyone
else their life.
George E. Curry, former
editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine, is editor-in-chief
of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association News
Service (NNPA.) He can be
reached through his website,
www.georgecurry.com. Follow him at www.twitter.com/
currygeorge and George E.
Curry Fan Page on Facebook.

America is the burning house.
And it’s still on fire. A negative
narrative is being scripted around
black men aimed at destroying any
positive perspectives of who we are
as a people and how we conduct
our lives.
Images of professional football
players punching and dragging
their women, abusing their children
not to mention America’s favorite
Dad is being publicly crucified for
allegedly drugging and sexually
abusing a host of women while we
see young Michael Brown viciously push a store owner moments before he is gunned down.
According to the latest count,
people in 170 cities protested the

grand jury decision not to indict
Officer Darren Wilson for the murder of Michael Brown three days
before Thanksgiving.
Thousands across the country
took to the streets and expressed
how they felt in the wake of the
decision. The city of Ferguson experienced two nights of civil unrest
after a nighttime grand jury announcement on August 25.
I believe that the announcement was unnecessarily delayed to
provoke the citizens of Ferguson,
proving the match to set off the fuse
of violence and looting. We know
the freaks come out at night.
Christmas is right around the
corner. Why would you bait the

disenfranchised who see no reason
to care about the life and well-being of others when no one seems to
care about them?
Do you think there was no strategy in place when the state of Missouri deployed the National Guard?
They used their manpower to protect the federal buildings and areas they deemed no looting zones.
Meanwhile they sat back and
watched many protesters throw a
pricey tantrum in the affected community. Live on TV.
This was a chance to intensify the
circumstances of Darren Wilson’s
experience with Michael Brown.
“Look at what they are capable of.
If they are doing that to their own

community, what do you think they
would do to you?”
Then we finally meet a calm
Officer Wilson on television as he
publicly shares his version of events
for the first time, He was obviously
coached to describe his encounter
as if he were the store owner we
all got a visual of Michael Brown
pushing and taking cigars from.
Jineea Butler founder of the Social Services of Hip Hop and the
Hip Hop Union is a Hip Hop Analyst who investigates the trends and
behaviors of the community and
delivers programming that solves
the Hip Hop Dilemma. She can be
reached at jineea@gmail.com or
Tweet her @flygirladyjay

Dear Alma,
I have been with this person for six years, and we’ve
had our ups and downs, like
any relationship. We are living apart, but he still wants
us to keep our friendship. I
don’t, because he needs to
get himself together financially and mentally.
Basically, I feel if someone truly loves you, they
will do whatever it takes to
be with the person. He’s just
not moving fast enough for
me. I do love him and want
to be with him, but I can’t
wait any longer.
Now my problem is: trying to move on and forget
him. What’s the best way to
handle this?
Name Withheld
Dear Nameless,
Six is the magic number.
So you’ve been with him for
six years. You guys don’t
live together; you aren’t
engaged, and he needs to
get it together. He wants to
continue a “friendship,” but
you want more. And since
he hasn’t obliged, you’re
ready to move on.
First, I applaud you for
making the decision to
break it off, redefine, redirect and find your joy. Some
people stay in an unfulfilled
relationship for the sake of
being in a relationship, and
that’s never a healthy decision.
Truth be told, let’s give
him credit; a friendship
is all that he wants, and a
friendship is all that he has
to offer - to you.
You, on the other hand,
have decided that’s not
enough, and that’s ok. You
know you better than anyone else. By making the
decision to break it off and
move on in your mind, all
you need now is for your
heart to catch on.
That ol’ heart always

takes a little more time with
this sorta thing, doesn’t it?
But while working through
the heartache, keep in
mind - after a break-up, we
think… and ponder… and
reminisce… about how we
wish it could have been.
I call that the ‘coulda,
shoulda, woulda’ stage.
Since you will be thinking
about it, for a little while
anyway, put yourself on
the path of thinking about
the real deal of what’s been
happening for the past six
years.
Even if you have to write
it down. That way, you can
recall and reread what really happened and how it
made you feel.
Now, the next step toward
moving on - take the time to
refuel. I’d suggest focusing
on what brings you strength.
If there’s a particular minister or motivational speaker
you like, listen to them, every day.
If you like to walk, run,
dance, workout, swim, do
that for yourself - every
day or as much as you can.
Download your best pickme-up songs on your iPod,
and listen to them. Hum
along and take it all in.
Let’s imagine you’re preparing to take a long road
trip. Close your eyes, see
yourself at a gas station;
you’re filling up your tank
- a red sports car, I hope,
LOL. Do the same for your
heart - refuel.
Keep busy, find a new
hobby. How about volunteering at church, with the
elderly, a charity, or with
kids? Take the focus off him
and focus on you.
Use this time to allow
yourself to work on being
the best person you can be,
who without a doubt is taking the time to live her life
to the fullest.
Alma

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Proverbs, the Ultimate Life Coach - Part XII
By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
Today, we will
continue our series by following
the advice of one
writer, who said,
“Read, and live by
the Book of Proverbs. It is the most practical or real
world book of the Bible.”
What is suggested here is that
we need to learn to live by what
is taught in the Book of Proverbs
because it guarantees a successful
and blessed life. Proverbs 28:9 says,
“He who turns away his ear from
hearing the law, even his prayer is
an abomination.”
Often people do not get the results they desire from their prayers
because they disregard the word of
God. Why should God obey your
words in prayer if you don’t obey
His word in practice? Life coaches
help people find a more meaningful and fulfilling life. Well, ignoring God’s word is a sure way to an
unfulfilled life. A lack of interest in
God’s word causes God to have a
lack of interest in your prayers.
When we line up with God’s
word, our prayer life will be empowered and we will get better results and experience the fullness of
God in our lives. This is the prayer
for Christians in Ephesians 3:19,
“…that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God.” Imagine how
great God is and for us to be filled
with all the fullness of God is awesome.
One Bible scholar explained the
fullness of God as follows: “To be
filled with all the fullness of God,
is to have the whole soul filled with
meekness, gentleness, goodness,
love, justice, holiness, mercy, and
truth…” When God’s people are
filled with all the fullness of God
they are less motivated by money
and material things because they are

secure and complete within themselves. Colossians 2:10 says, “…
you have come to fullness of life in
him…” The Colossians were empty
and deprived having followed the
empty philosophy of the Jews and
Gentiles, but after they accepted
Christ they were filled with His
Spirit and were no longer empty,
insecure and doubtful.
We are in a favorable position.
We have in us God Almighty who
has endless peace and joy and all
we have to do is simply obey His
word and let our prayers move God
to part Red Seas and turn water to
wine. As Pastor Joseph Prince says,
having the fullness of God means
we don’t have to pray for victory,
but we pray from victory. In Christ
we are already more than conquerors! If we learn to truly do what His
word says it will do wonders for our
life. With that having been said, let’s
move on to the next issue Proverbs,
the Ultimate Life coach deals with:
Relationships
We can learn a lot from the Book
of Proverbs about how to have a
good marriage. These days, the
world is so confused about marriage
that it is necessary to review some
basic Bible facts about God’s plan
for the family.
Proverbs 18:22, “He who finds a
wife finds a good thing, and obtains
favor from the Lord.” Marriage is
meant to be fulfilling, but sometimes imperfect and selfish people
can make marriage appear undesirable. One of the best interpretations
of Proverbs 18:22 is found in the
Family Bible Notes commentary:
“God has ordained the marriage
relation for the purity, comfort, and
helpfulness of man. Notwithstanding all the evils which human depravity has introduced into it, it is, in
general, better than to be alone; and
he who finds a wise and virtuous
wife, receives from God the richest
earthly blessing.”

God designed marriage for our
sanctification (purity) so we would
not have to live in sin. He designed
it for our comfort and enjoyment,
but in our human depravity we
tend to bring evil into marriage and
make it into something bad and undesirable. A godly, resourceful and
strong spouse makes his/her spouse
look good. Proverbs 12:4, “A worthy woman is the crown of her husband, but a disgraceful wife is as
rottenness in his bones.” One Bible
scholar said, “…by her recklessness or wickedness brings shame
to herself and to her husband.” The
bone implies the deepest innermost
part of a person. Thus an unworthy
spouse destroys his/her mate emotionally. They emotionally drain the
life out of his/her spouse. Something that is rotten is incurable. An
unworthy spouse is sure to destroy
their mates and their marriage
The Book of Proverbs talks about
the travesty of a bad spouse.
• Proverbs 21:19 reads: “It is better to live in the wilderness than
with an argumentative and angry
woman.”
• Proverbs 25:24, “It is better to
live in the corner of the housetop,
than to share a big house with a
quarrelsome woman.”
• The Septuagint which is a
Greek translation of the Old Testament added this to Proverbs 18:22,
“But he who puts away a good wife,
puts away a good thing: and he that
holds on to an adulteress wife, is a
fool and wicked.”
I’ll bet most of us know of people,
who could not get along, but they
stayed together for convenience and
they lived in separate bed rooms.
They unknowingly practiced Proverbs 25:24, but that’s not what God
intended. They may stay together
for financial convenience but what
kind of message does that send to
the children when they see daddy
sleeping in one bedroom and mom-

ma sleeping in another? Children
see the hypocrisy in that and this
gives them a poor example of what
marriage is supposed to be. In this
type of home, children are taught
how to put up a good front to the
public while privately their family
is discombobulated.
Once again, Proverbs 18:22 says,
““He who finds a wife finds a good
thing, and obtains favor from the
LORD.” Notice it said he who finds
a wife, not he who finds a long term
girlfriend. If a wife is sent from God
then who sends a girlfriend? Wives
come from God. Proverbs 19:14
says, “…a prudent wife is from the
Lord.” Girlfriends and boyfriends
are man-made.
He who finds a wife finds a good
thing. Satan knows that marriage is
a good thing so he causes problems
and people, in their selfishness, can
make marriage tough and cause
single people to not want to get
married, but relationships outside of
marriage is usually sinful and this is
why satan loves it when people see
marriage as negative. Satan knows
that having a boyfriend or girlfriend
leads to sin because they are going
to be tempted to do what married
folk do.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor
of Makarios Worship Center, 464
Church Rd., Madison. Residents
of Madison, he and wife, Minister
Yolanda; are the proud parents of
three daughters. He received degrees from Criswell College in Dallas; Southern Methodist University
- Perkins School of Theology; and
a Masters of Divinity from Memphis Theological Seminary. A pastor for 23 years, Collier serves as
a volunteer chaplain for various
law enforcement agencies in the
metro area and for the Mississippi
Governor’s Mansion. He may be
reached by calling 601.260.3016,
601.855.7898 or e-mail karab5@
live.com.

Churches urge healing,
activism, after Brown verdict
By Monica Davey,
Mitch Smith and John Eligon
The Mississippi Link Newswire
ST. LOUIS - At worship services
around this region, clergy on Sunday called for recovery and healing after a week that began with
an announcement that a grand jury
would not indict a white police officer, Darren Wilson, who shot an unarmed black teenager in Ferguson,
Mo.; and that then careened through
looting, fires, and tense standoffs
with the police and National Guard
soldiers.
Yet in many of the messages,
there were also calls to continue a
movement raising questions about
race and police behavior that followed the shooting of 18-year-old
Michael Brown. That momentum
and those concerns, some clergy
members said, should not be allowed to fade away or be forgotten.
“I’m tired of living a certain way
in our city,” the Rev. Shaun Ellison Jones, the assistant pastor of
Mount Zion Baptist Church-Christian Complex in St. Louis; told the
mostly black congregation. “I’m
tired of some unjust laws.”
“As Christians, our church encourages us to be engaged in the
life of the city, the life of our community,” Rev. Jones said. He urged
congregants to ride a chartered bus
to Jefferson City, Mo.; the state capital, on the first day of the legislative session in January to make their
views known.
The problems exposed by Mr.
Brown’s death, he added, stretch
across the St. Louis region, with its
patchwork of towns and police departments.

“Ferguson,” Rev. Jones said, “is
not just in one zip code.”
Officer Darren Wilson, 28, who
had been on paid administrative
leave and largely out of sight since
the shooting, resigned after discussions with city leaders over a period
of weeks. He has been a focus of
protests in Ferguson, and he cited
the safety of other police officers
and the community among his reasons for stepping down.
“Now is the time for the city of
Ferguson to begin its healing process, with the citizens of Ferguson
and the Police Department,” said
Mayor James Knowles III. “We
truly understand that the past few
months have been very difficult for
everyone involved.”
While some political leaders
have pressed privately for broader
changes, including the departure of
the police chief and perhaps even
the dissolution of the city police
force, Ferguson’s leaders gave no
sense on Sunday that such steps
were being seriously considered.
Chief Thomas Jackson said he had
no intention of resigning, and city
officials cited plans to recruit more
black police officers and give larger
stipends to officers who live in the
city.
Chief Jackson said he had spoken with Officer Wilson recently
for the first time since the shooting. At the time, the chief said, he
had not heard any specific outside
threats concerning Officer Wilson’s
return to the force. But, Chief Jackson said, “It’s been a threatening
environment all along.”
At Friendly Temple Missionary
Baptist Church of St. Louis, where

Members of Friendly Temple Missionary Baptist Church in St. Louis
prayed on Sunday for the family of Michael Brown, including his mother, Lesley McSpadden, left. (Photo by Whitney Curtis)
Mr. Brown’s funeral was held
in August, the Rev. Al Sharpton
spoke on Sunday to urge continued
support of the cause inspired by
Brown’s death, invoking the struggles of the civil rights era.
“Ferguson is to this battle what
there was in Selma to the voting
battle,” Rev. Sharpton said. “Every
generation must face its battle, and
none of it is easy.”
Mr. Brown’s mother, Lesley
McSpadden, and father, Michael
Brown Sr., alternately hung their
heads and clapped in approval.
“Somehow, God’s going to use
Michael to make this nation deal
with police accountability,” Rev.
Sharpton said. “Somehow, God’s
going to use this situation to heal
the land.”
Before the St. Louis Rams’ football game in St. Louis on Sunday,
five Rams players appeared on the
Edward Jones Dome field with
arms raised in the hands-up motion
that has become the symbol of this

case. Outside the stadium, a group
of protesters gathered, yelling
chants like “No justice, no football”
as the police stood watch.
Even as some school districts
in the area were preparing to reopen schools on Monday, December 1, 2014, for the first time
since the grand jury’s decision was
announced, more protests were
planned. They included a walkout
at schools and offices at 12:01 p.m.,
the time of day when Mr. Brown
was shot. In Mississippi, students
at Jackson State University participated in the peaceful demonstration
on their college campus.
At the Episcopal Cathedral in
downtown St. Louis on Sunday
morning, the Rev. Michael D. Kinman did not immediately begin a
sermon, but instead led his congregation in a song from South Africa’s
anti-apartheid movement. “Oh, yes,
I know, freedom is coming,” the
mostly white parishioners sang
along with him.

Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
The
celebration of the
Christmas season
seems to be coming earlier and
earlier each year.
In the old days,
no one dared to hang Christmas
decorations before Thanksgiving and Christmas television
shows dare not be broadcast
before the Friday after Turkey
Day. Now, it seems to be the
norm that Christmas celebration sightings occur as early as
Halloween. My, how times have
changed!
Now, here we are - the first
week of December and you
know what that means! We are
about to be in celebration overload. After all, in three weeks
we will be celebrating Christmas Day!
Believe it or not, I did not take
advantage of any of the preBlack Friday offers but my children and I did set out on Black
Friday to reap the benefits of the
offers that were still available
and yes, I did find some pretty
good deals. Before leaving
the house, I determined who I
would be shopping for and even
set a price range for each of the
persons on my list. I’ve wrapped
many of the gifts purchased and
I have delivered every wrapped
gift to its new owner. Over the
next few weeks, I’ll finish my
shopping, but this year, it won’t
be a frantic attempt to just get
someone a gift.
As I wrapped the gifts, I remembered that this was a process that I practiced for years
but slacked off of some years
ago. I’m not really sure why but I found myself sending gifts
to my relatives later and later
each year. These were items that
I may have been purchased early in the season but they stayed
with me until just days before
Christmas. Why was I procrastinating? What good was it doing me to take advantage of the
Black Friday specials if I wasn’t
going to send the items to those
I made purchases for?
I won’t try to tackle the answer to those questions now, but
what I will say is I find myself
in a different place - a place of
enjoying one blessed day at a
time. Remember, I told you
that I still have some purchases
to make, but I am not stressed
about making sure that they are
all in my possession within a
matter of days. I don’t want to
rush to buy because I have been
alerted by a merchant that I will
not find a better deal for the rest
of the season. I don’t want to be
disrespectful in my selection of
the gifts that I give to others.
As I pondered this, I thought
about how our lives are similar
to buying gifts. We wake up and
think about what we want to do
that day and then proceed to do
it. We give it some thought but
at the end of that thought process; our goal is to just get it
“This past Monday night, for the
second time this year, we watched
parts of our beloved city burn on live
television,” Rev. Kinman said. “For
nearly four months, we have heard
powerful, young, nonviolent demonstrators cry out that black lives matter. We have heard terrible stories of
the treatment of people of color at the
hands of the police, which many of
us have had to hold in painful tension
with the relationships we have with
beloved friends and family who are
those police.”
Like many members of the clergy,
Rev. Kinman has been active in the
protests. He participated in a march
that prompted an upscale suburban
shopping mall to close temporarily
over the weekend, and he stood outside the Ferguson Police Department
for two nights after the grand jury announcement.

done.
Why can’t we be more like
Christ? Why can’t we offer love
first and from that let the gift
of contentment be our reward?
Why can’t we fellowship with
those like us and those who
may appear to be very different?
Why can’t we move with our
loved ones in a benevolent manner to come to a place of peace
and happiness? Okay, that’s
enough “whys”?
I, like you, know that Christ
was born in a manger approximately 2,000 years ago. He is
the only begotten Son of God
and He is the King of Kings. I
also know that His birth, His
gift - the gift of life, changed the
world! His gift - a gift that He
gave to every man and a woman
- is one that was chosen out of
love and was delivered for the
same reason.
Like so many other Christian
families, my family will have
our traditional gift-giving exchange and I will try to complete my shopping for the others
on my list but if this isn’t done,
I won’t despair because it’s not
my love for others at the center
of what this holiday is about. It
is the love that God gave man
that should remain front and
center throughout this season.
After all, this is the season that
all of God’s children should be
readying themselves for one of
the most important days that
Christians observe. The birth of
Christ - the greatest gift given to
man.
Now, as you prepare and shop
for the holidays, always keep
in mind that Christ was born to
save us from our sins. Even as
an infant, He carried the weight
of the world on His shoulders.
He walked the earth to teach us
the true principles of love and
respect for each other. Because
of Him, we have been granted
the opportunity to live with our
Heavenly Father eternally.
I am sure that during this holiday season, the love of God will
be shared by all. But don’t let it
stop there. During the holidays
and long after, always serve as
a personal messenger for the
Lord. Please share your joys
of the good times; please share
your love of the Lord.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your news
and the news of your place of
worship and visit.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to not only share your news
but all who would like to tell
others about the Lord’s goodness and about their places of
worship and even those religious
institutions that are visited.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at
religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail
your information to The Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

At least for this Sunday, services of
the Flood Christian Church in nearby
Country Club Hills, Mo.; were held
beneath a white tent in a parking lot of
a TitleMax office. A few paces away,
the faint smell of smoke still drifted
from the church, which was declared
a total loss after a fire on Monday
night during the unrest.
“We pray now for the ones who did
this to the Flood Christian Church,”
Carlton Lee, the church’s pastor,
said. “We pray first off, God, that You
would forgive them. Secondarily,
God, we pray that You will save them.
Thirdly, we pray that You will deliver
them, and, fourthly, God, we pray that
You teach us how to love the hell out
of them.”
Alan Blinder contributed reporting
from Country Club Hills, Mo., and
Julie Hirschfeld Davis from Washington.
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The rewards of
following Christ - Part I

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

Peter
once
asked Jesus, “We
have left everything to follow
you! What then
will there be for
us?” (Matthew

19:27)
We might paraphrase it like
this: “We’ve given up a lot to
be here. Is it really worth it?”
Some of us may well ask the
same thing. We have given up
a lot - careers, families, jobs,
status, and pride - on our spiritual journey. Is it really worth
it? Is there some sort of reward in store for us?
We used to talk often of
rewards in the Kingdom of
God. Many members found
these speculations very encouraging and motivating. It
put eternal life into terms we
could relate. We could envision ourselves with physical
rewards that made our sacrifices seem worthwhile.
The good news is that our
labors and sacrifices are not
in vain. Our efforts will be
rewarded - even sacrifices
we made because of doctrinal misunderstandings. Jesus
says that whenever our motive is right - when our labor and sacrifice are for His
name’s sake - we will be rewarded.
Jesus advised His disciples
to “store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-21). By this, He
implied that what we do in
this life will be rewarded in
the future - but what sort of
reward is it? What good is a
treasure when there is nothing to buy? When streets are
made of gold, what will be
the value of gold?
When we have spiritual
bodies, we will not need
physical things. When we
think of eternal rewards, we
should think primarily about
spiritual rewards, not physical things that will pass away.
Our eternal reward will be
like a treasure. In some respects, it will be like beings
given all our Master’s possessions. It will be similar to
having a vineyard to take care
of on behalf of the Master. It
will be like having responsibility over cities. It will be
like a wedding banquet when
we share in our Master’s happiness. It is like all of these
things and much more.
Our spiritual blessings will

be far better than the physical
things we know in this life.
Our eternity in God’s presence will be much more glorious and joyful than physical
rewards. All physical things,
no matter how beautiful, enjoyable or valuable, are only
weak shadows of infinitely
better heavenly rewards.
David put it this way: “You
will fill me with joy in Your
presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand”
(Psalm 16:11). John describes
it as a time when “there will
be no more death or mourning
or crying or pain” (Revelation
20:4). Everyone will be fully

happy.
There will be no dissatisfaction of any kind. No one will
be able to think of even a tiny
way in which things could be
better. We will have reached
the purpose for which God has
made us.
Isaiah described some of
this joy when he predicted a
nation returning to its land:
“The ransomed of the Lord
will return. They will enter
Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them and sorrow and
sighing will flee away” (Isaiah
35:10).

We will be in the presence
of God and we will be happier
than we have ever been. Eternal joy with God!
Rev. Simeon R. Green III
is pastor of Joynes Road
Church of God, 31 Joynes
Road, Hampton VA 23669.
He is married to Velma L.
Green. He honorably served
in the U.S. Army for 20 years.
Rev. Green is a member of
the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.

Rei g nin g A nn o u ncements
Black’s Chapel Baptist Church, 3425 Robinson St. Jackson, will be the
location where the Jackson Baptist District Missionary Baptist Association
will host its annual Christmas program on Friday, December 5, at 6 p.m.
Rev. Michael T. Williams, pastor of College Hill M. B. Church, will deliver
the message. For more information call 601.922.5090.
Christ Temple Church of Christ (Holiness) USA, 845 N. Lamar St., Jackson,
will celebrate the music and writings of Bishop Charles Price Jones, the
founder of the Church of Christ (Holiness) USA; during a special program
honoring the “The Man, The Movement, The Music”, on Sunday, December 7, at 3 p.m. For more information call 601.613.6584 or 601.421.9040.
True Light M. B. Church, 224 E. Bell St., Jackson. Light Helpers will host
“A Taste of Different Foods from Around the World in December” on Saturday, December 6. Doors open at 1 p.m. Tea starts at 2 p.m. Wear
Christmas Colors, bring your favorite tea cup; enjoy beautifully decorated
tables and free foods, fashion show impromptus and door prizes. Ticket
donations
are $5. BOn
more
I B Lsite
E B vendors
A S E D • Cwill
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O LY information
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Holiday Blessings
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
Between
Black Friday
shopping, Cyber
Monday
sales and holiday get togethers, what some
call the most wonderful time
of the year can end up being
the most stressful time of the
year. Even though many of us
look forward to the holidays
because of its promises of joy
and relaxation, the reality for
some of us is that it can also be
the best of times and the worst
of times. We look forward to
spending time with family but
get frustrated when family drama resurfaces. I’d like to share
a prayer that will hopefully
help those who might need to
rediscover the joy of the holidays.
“Lord I thank you first for
the gift of your darling son
Jesus Christ. It is because of
his coming that we are able to
enjoy life everlasting and new
hope. Lord, I thank you for
your many continued blessings
and your faithfulness during
this year. During this season,
keep us reminded of the joy
of expectation that your word
promises. My expectation will
continue to be in you.
Throughout this holiday season, I will embrace the quiet
times and use it to reflect on
your goodness and your grace.
I will do as it says in Philippians 4:8 and meditate on the
things in my life that are true,
noble, just, of good report and
praiseworthy. I will also openly
embrace the love that you show
me through the companionship
of others. As I strive to fully
enjoy the holiday season with

family, friends, loved ones,
church family and co-workers,
I thank you, in advance, for
allowing me to continue to
boldly celebrate the birth of the
birth of your son, Jesus Christ.
Thank you for keeping me
focused on your purpose for
my life during this holiday season. I will choose to give special gifts of grace and mercy
this Christmas season to all
that you allow me to encounter.
It says in Proverbs 18:21 that
the power of life and death is
in the tongue; I choose to speak
life to others. I also choose to
speak life to those physical,
emotional and financial areas
of my life that need balance
and restoration.
Let time with family and
friends be joyous and rejuvenating. Where there may be
strife and confusion, let your
peace surpass our understanding of the situations and circumstances. I will not allow the
whirlwind of holiday shopping
and get togethers to become a
substitute for spending quality time with you and seeking
more of your presence in my
life. 2 Corinthians 4:18 says
that we should focus on those
things that are unseen because
they are eternal and not those
things that are seen because
they are temporary. During this
season of busyness, I thank
you for keeping me focused on
your word, your ways and your
will for my life.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller
“Love Hangover: Moving
From Pain to Purpose after a
Relationship Ends.” She can
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com, at www.shewandariley.com or www.anointedauthorsontour.com

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
School 9:30
a.m.Jackson,
1400Sunday
Florence
Ave.,

College Hill M. B. Church,
will host the
church’s
4th AnnualMONDAY:
Christmas Gala
on Saturday,
December 13, in the
Intercessory
Prayer 9:00 a.m.
1600 Florence Avenue
Family
Center beginning at 5:30 p.m. The annual Children’s Christmas
Jackson,Life
MS 39204
Ph:
601-355-2670
WEDNESDAY:
6:30 p.m.December 21. It will be
Program will be presented
at 8:30Prayer
a.m.Service
on Sunday,
Fax: 601-355-0760
Children
• Youth at
• Adult
- 7:00Tickets
p.m.
followed by the Music Ministry’s Classes:
Christmas
Cantata
10 a.m.
for
this year’s
Christmas Gala are $20 per
adult and $10 per child. For more
www.collegehillchurch.org
• chmbc@collegehillchurch.org
information call 601.355.2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is pastor.
Greater Bethlehem Temple Church, 1505 Robinson St., Jackson, will host
“Tunes and Turns – A Christmas Celebration” on Sunday, December 14,
at 7 p.m. in the church’s Family Life Center; with performances by Greater
Bethlehem Temple choirs and dance ministries, Jim Hill High School Choir,
Belhaven Dance Department (Master’s Program), Hinds Community College Jubilee Male Chorale and Montage Theatre of Dance. For more information call 601.354.2599. Bishop Robert N. Fortson, Sr. is the pastor.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church
“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K LY A C T I V I T I E S

NewSunday
Bethel
Missionary
Baptist
Church
9:30 a.m.
Fulfillment Hour
(Sunday School)
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

11:00 a.m. MorningSunday
Worship
Service
School
- 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Time
&Radio
BibleBroadcast
Study
Live

Thursday6:30 p.m.

Adult Choir Rehearsal

WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204
OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

S U N D A Y

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!
“A Church Preparing for a
485 W. Northside Drive
• Jackson, MS
Home Not Built by Man”
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl
E Twyner, pastor

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

Sunday
Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

W E1750
D N E S D A Y

7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V

www.nhcms.org

B R O A D C A S T

8:00 a.m. - Channel 14 (Comcast)

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

H oly Temple M.B. Chur ch

5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS 39209
(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.Michael T. Williams
Pastor

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR
REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER
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ORDINANCE APPROVING LARRY D. AND LEE S. HARPER A REZONING
FROM C-3 (GENERAL) COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO CMU-1
(COMMUNITY) MIXED-USE DISTRICT TO ALLOW FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT AND VARIANCE FOR
A MAXIUMUM OF TEN (10) PARKING SPACES FROM THE REQUIRED
NUMBER OF OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES FOR PROPERTY LOCATED
ON 136 SOUTH ADAMS ST., CASE NO. 3874.

ORDINANCE APPROVING VOICE OF CALVARY MINISTRIES A REZONING
FROM C-3 (GENERAL) COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO CMU-1
(COMMUNITY) MIXED-USE DISTRICT TO ALLOW FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT AND A VARIANCE
FOR A MAXIUMUM OF FIFTEEN (15) PARKING SPACES FROM THE
REQUIRED NUMBER OF OFF-STREET PARKING SPACES FOR PROPERTY
LOCATED ON 531 W. CAPITOL ST., CASE NO. 3875.

WHEREAS, Larry D. and Lee S. Harper have filed a petition to rezone property located on
l36 South Adams St, in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, from C-3 (General) Commercial District to CMU-1 (Community) Mixed-Use District
to allow for the construction of a mixed use development and a Variance for a maximum
often (10) parking spaces from the required number of off-street parking spaces; and

WHEREAS, Voice of Calvary Ministries has filed a petition to rezone property located on
531 W. Capitol St., in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, from C-3 (General) Commercial District to CMU-1 (Community) Mixed-Use District
to allow for the construction of a mixed use development and a Variance for a maximum
of fifteen (15) parking spaces from the required number of off-street parking spaces; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public hearing,
has recommended approval to rezone the property from C-3 (General) Commercial District to CMU-1 (Community) Mixed-Use District to allow for the construction of a mixed use
development and a Variance for a maximum of ten (10) parking spaces from the required
number of off-street parking spaces; and

WHEREAS, the Jackson City Planning Board, after holding the required public hearing,
has recommended approval to rezone the property from C-3 (General) Commercial District to CMU-1 (Community) Mixed-Use District to allow for the construction of a mixed
use development and a Variance for a maximum of fifteen (15) parking spaces from the
required number of off-street parking spaces; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested citizens
that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., Monday, October
20, 2014 to consider said change, based upon the record of the case as developed before
the City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, notice was duly and legally given to property owners and interested citizens
that a meeting of the Council would be held at the City Hall at 2:30 p.m., Monday, October
20, 2014 to consider said change, based upon the record of the case as developed before
the City Planning Board; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of said petition
had been published in the Mississippi Link on September 4, 2014 and September 18,
2014 and that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Planning Board on September
24, 2014, all as provided for by ordinances of the City of Jackson and the laws of the State
of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Planning Board had recommended approval of
the petitioned rezoning of the above described property to CMU-1 (Community) MixedUse District to allow for the construction of a mixed use development and a Variance for
a maximum of ten (10) parking spaces from the required number of off-street parking
spaces; and

WHEREAS, it appeared to the satisfaction of the City Council that notice of said petition
had been published in the Mississippi Link on September 4, 2014 and September 18,
2014 and that a hearing would be held by the Jackson City Planning Board on September
24, 2014, all as provided for by ordinances of the City of Jackson and the laws of the State
of Mississippi, and that the Jackson City Planning Board had recommended approval of
the petitioned rezoning of the above described property to CMU-1 (Community) MixedUse District to allow for the construction of a mixed use development and a Variance for
a maximum of fifteen (15) parking spaces from the required number of off-street parking
spaces; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that such
changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to the best interest of the
City and that there has been a substantial change in the land use character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the property and there is a public need for additional
property in that area zoned in accordance with the request since any previous City Council
action; and

WHEREAS, the Council after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that such
changes would be in keeping with sound land use practice and to the best interest of the
City and that there has been a substantial change in the land use character of the surrounding area that justifies rezoning the property and there is a public need for additional
property in that area zoned in accordance with the request since any previous City Council
action; and

WHEREAS, the Council, after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that there
would not be any special privilege conferred upon the applicant that is denied by this
Ordinance to other similar lands, structures or buildings in the same district and that the
request for a Variance for a maximum of ten (10) parking spaces from the required number
of off-street parking spaces within the rezoned CMU-1 (Community) Mixed Use District of
the City of Jackson be granted; and

WHEREAS, the Council, after having considered the matter, is of the opinion that there
would not be a special privilege conferred upon the applicant that is denied by this Ordinance to other similar lands, structures or buildings in the same district and that the request
for a Variance for a maximum of fifteen (15) parking spaces from the required number of
off-street parking spaces within the rezoned CMU-1 (Community) Mixed Use District of the
City of Jackson be granted; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI:

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:

SECTION 1. That the property located in the City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds

TRACT 1:

Lot 5, ADAMS SURVEY, according to a map or plat thereof which is on file and of record
in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds, County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book A
at Page 242, reference to which is hereby made; LESS AND EXCEPT that part of said lot
which was awarded by the Chancery Court of The First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Mississippi, to Mrs. J. M. Morse in Cause No. 34, 153, and more particularly described
as follows:

A strip of land off the Southside of Lot 5 of Adams Survey, which said strip is described as:
Beginning at a point on the East side of Adams Street, which point is the Northwest comer
of said Lot 6, and the Southwest corner of said Lot 5; run thence in an easterly, direction
to a point one inch north of a Magnolia tree, now located in the southeasterly portion of
said Lot 5, run thence in an easterly direction in a projected line to the East boundary of
said Lot 5, thence in a southerly direction approximately 3 1/2 feet along the East line of
said Lot 5 to the south east comer of Lot 5, and which corner is also the northeast corner
of Lot 6, run thence in a westerly direction along the northern boundary line of Lot 6 to the
POINT OF BEGINNING.

TRACT II:

Lot 6 and a part of Lot 5, ADAMS SURVEY, according to a map or plat thereof which is on
file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book A at Page 242, and being more particularly’described as follows:

Beginning at the south west comer of Lot 6, which said point is the northwest comer of
Lot 7 and is approximately 219 feet from the intersection of the North line of Pearl Street
with line East line of Adams Street, run thence in an easterly direction along the fence line
to the eastern line of said Lot 6 of Adams Survey, a distance of 178.50 feet, more or less;
thence in a northerly direction along the eastern line of Lot 6 and Lot 5 of Adams Survey
to a cyclone fence, which cyclone fence runs in an easterly and westerly direction and is
erected on the property line being the property of Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Ward of 136 Adams
Street, and the property of Mrs. J. M. Morse at 144 Adams Street, thence in a westerly
direction along said cyclone fence to Adams Street which point on Adams Street is the
southwest comer of Lot 5 and the northwest corner of Lot 6 of said Adams survey; thence
in a southwesterly direction along the East side of Adams Street a distance of 70 feet to the
POINT OF BEGINNING; said property embracing the property conveyed to Mrs. Annie E.
Morse by Mrs. Margaret Elizabeth Hoskins by deed dated December 3, 1925, recorded
in Deed Book 171 at Page 420, reference to which deed is made in aid of and as a part of
this description; and being that portion of Lot 5 shown by agreed Decree in Hinds County
Chancery Cause No. 34,153 styles in re: “Mrs. J.M. Morse, Complaint vs. Mr. and Mrs.
L.E. Ward, Defendants”.

County, Mississippi, more particular described as follows:
All of Lot No. Two (2) of the Clifton Estate survey in the East Half (E Vi) of the South East
Quarter (SE 1/4 of the Section Four (4), Township Five (5), Range One (1) East, less that
certain lot Fifty-Seven (57) feet by One Hundred Eighty Seven (187) feet off the South end
thereof, sold to Henry Young on May 16, 1872. and recorded in Deed Book One (1), page
526 of the record of deeds in the Chancery Clerk’s office of Hinds County, Jackson, Mississippi, with all and singular the appurtenances thereunto belonging;
And also:
Lot 4, Adams Survey a subdivision according to a map or plat thereof which is on file and of
record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat
Book A, at Pages 234-242, reference to which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this
description.
And also:

Lots 1 and 2 of Adams Survey, more particularly described as Commencing at the South
East comer of West Capitol Street and Adams Street, thence East along the south boundary of West Capitol Street One Hundred Twenty (120) feet, then in a southeasterly direction to a point on the northern boundary of Lot Three (3) One Hundred Thirty-Three (133)
feet East from the East boundary of Adams Street; thence West along the North boundary
of said Lot three (3) One Hundred Thirty-Three (133) feet to the East from the East boundary of Adams Street: thence North with the East boundary of Adams Street One Hundred
Ninety-Four (194) feet to the point of beginning;
And also:
A lot 57 feet wide across and off of the South side of one and one-half acre Lot No. 2 of the
Clifton Estate according to Daniels’ Official Map of said city, made in 1875, more particularly described as; Commencing at the Southeast corner of said one and one-half acre feet
Lot No. 2 and running (hence Northward along the West line of Clifton Street a distance of
57 feet; thence Westward parallel with the South line of said lot a distance of 161.4 feet to
the West line of said lot; thence Southward along said West line of said lot a distance of 57
feet to the Southwest comer of said lot; thence Eastward along said South line of said lot
a distance of 161.4 feet to the point of beginning

SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the petitioner.

And also:

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its passage and
after publication of same by the petitioner.

Lot 4, Clifton Partition of Lot 3 Clifton Estate Survey less 10 feet East side of Street, in the
City of Jackson, Mississippi.

President Stamps recognized Lee S. Harper, owner of Koinonia Coffee House, who addressed the Council and argued in favor of the property located at 136 South Adams St. to
approve a Rezoning from C-3 (Community) Mixed-Use District to allow for the construction
of a mixed use development and a variance from the required number of off-street parking
spaces.

And also:

Lot No. Seven (7) of Adams Survey, and all that part of Lot No. Ten (10) of said Adams
Survey lying North of the South line of Lot Seven (7) when the said line (being the boundary line between Lots Seven (7) and eight (8) in said Survey) is extended East in the line
of its projection to the East boundary line of said Lot Ten (10). A map of said Survey is of
record in the Chancery Clerk’s office in Jackson, Mississippi, in Surveyor’s Record A, page
242, reference to which is made for aid in this description.

Lot 5, Clifton Ptn of Lot 3 Clifton Est. Sy. Map or plat of said subdivision is of record in the
office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, at Jackson;
Grantor does also quitclaim to the Grantee all other real property owned by the trustees of
Capitol Street, United Methodist Church in the city of Jackson, Mississippi at the time said
church was discontinued,
And also:

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- Cooper-Stokes.

Lot No. Six of Block “A” of the Nancy Hunt Survey, a plat of which is of record in the office of
the Chancery Clerk at Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, in Record Book “A” at age 201,
reference to which is made in aid of this description. (This to Six of Block “A” was formerly
owned by the trustees of Grace United Methodist Church before it was discontinued.)

ATTEST;

Kristi Moore, City Clerk

COMMENCING at a 1/2” iron pin set at the Southeast comer of Lot 1 of said Clifton Partition of Lot 3, Clifton Estate Survey, same being the intersection of the West right-of-way
line of Clifton Street with the North right-of-way line or Pearl Street (as both are now in use,
November 1998);
Thence N 00° 05’ 48” E, along said West right-of-way line of Clifton Street, same being the
East line of said Lot 1, Clifton Partition, for a distance of 111.59 feet to the Southeast comer
of aforesaid Lot 4, Clifton Partition;
Thence S 89° 21’ 15” W, along said North line of said Lot 4, Clifton Partition, for a distance
of 10.00 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING of the herein described parcel of land;
Thence, continue S 89°21’15”W, along said South line of said Lot 4, Clifton Partition, for a
distance of 34.88 feet to a 1/2” iron pin set;
Thence, leaving said South line of said Lot 4, Clifton Partition, run N 35° 09’ 48” E, for a
distance of 60.71 feet to a 1/2” iron pin set on the West right-of-way line of aforesaid Clifton
Street;
Thence S 00° 05’ 48” W, along said West right-of-way line of aforesaid Clifton Street for a
distance of 49.24 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 859 square feet, 0.020
acres, more or less.
Is hereby rezoned and changed from C-3 (General) Commercial District to CMU-1 (Community) Mixed-Use District to allow for the construction of a mixed use development and
a Variance for a maximum of fifteen (15) parking spaces from the required number of offstreet parking spaces provided, however that before a permit is issued for any structure to
be erected or modified on the property located at 531 W Capitol St, or for any use thereof,
the applicant must meet the requirements established through the Site Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change on the Official Zoning Map
to the City of Jackson, Mississippi.
SECTION 2. That the cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the petitioner.
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after its passage and
after publication of same by the petitioner.
There was no opposition from the public.
Council Member Tiliman moved adoption; Council Member Hendrix seconded.
Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tiliman.
Nays- None.
Absent- Cooper-Stokes.
ATTEST:
Kristi Moore, City Clerk
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that the
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City Council at its regular
zoning meeting on the 20th day of October, 2014, and recorded in Minute Book “6G”,
pages 42-45.
WITNESS nay signature and official seal of office, this the / i day of November,
2014.
Kristi Moore, City Clerk
12/4/2014

And also:

And also:

Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Priester seconded.

Being a part of Lots 4 & 5, Clifton Partition of Lot 3, Clifton Estate Survey, as recorded in
me Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Jackson, Mississippi, situated in the
Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section 4, Township 5 North, Range 1 East, City of Jackson,
Hinds County, Mississippi, being in the same parcel of land conveyed to Trustees of Capitol Street United Methodist Church as described in Deed Book 2180, Page 441 and Deed
Book 1156, Page 406, and being more particularly described as follows:

Lot 3, on the plat of Adams Survey of 8.14 acre lot No. 1, Clifton Estate, recorded in the
office of the Clerk of the Chancery Court of Hinds County, First District, Mississippi, in Plat
Book “A”, Page 242, to have and to hold as Trustees for a personage in fee simple

is hereby rezoned and changed from C-3 (General) Commercial District to CMU-1 (Community) Mixed-Use District to allow for the construction of a mixed use development and a
Variance for a maximum often (10) parking spaces from the required number of off-street
parking spaces provided, however that before a permit is issued for any structure to be
erected or modified on the said property, or for any use thereof on the property located at
136 S. Adams St, the applicant must meet the requirements established through the Site
Plan Review process. The Zoning Administrator is ordered to note such change on the
Official Zoning Map to the City of Jackson, Mississippi.

There was no opposition from the public.

LESS AND EXCEPT THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PARCEL FROM THE PREMISES:

Crossword Solution

Sudoku Solution

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify that the
foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City Council at its regular
zoning meeting on the 20th day of October, 2014, and recorded in Minute Book “6G”,
pages 40-42.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi,
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30
P.M. Tuesday, January 06, 2015, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the
City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for
the following:
94638-010615

Heavy Equipment Broker

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the
Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities
for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO)
Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by
authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO
Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of
Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right to
waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be made to
the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.
The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when
evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the
City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of
such statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533

12/04/2014 12/11/2014

Cryptogram Solution

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this the 11 day of November, 2014.

Kristi Moore, City Clerk

12/4/2014
© Feature Exchange

© Feature Exchange

© Feature Exchange
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES THAT A PUBLIC
HEARING WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2014 AT 2:00 P.M.,
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 219 SOUTH PRESIDENT
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39201 TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED
RENAMING OF BATTLEFIELD PARK, LOCATED AT 953 PORTER STREET,
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39204, CHANGING THE EXISTING NAME TO
CHOKWE LUMUMBA
12/4/2014 12/11/2014

Help Wanted/Drivers
PASS

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
Learn to drive for

H.O.WOLDING, INC.

•NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!•
New Drivers can earn $850/wk +Benefits!
Carrier covers cost! Home Every Weekend!
Now offering Driver Trainees

$2,000 Sign-On Bonus!
1-888-540-7364
Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!

If you or a loved one had a
Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with
abdominal or pelvic cancer,

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED
TO for
COMPENSATION!
Learn to drive

Call
Attorney THOMAS W.
BROCK
H.O.WOLDING,
INC.
McComb, MS

800-935-6894

•NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!•

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information
$ Available Upon Request.

New Drivers can earn 850/wk +Benefits!
Carrier covers cost! Home Every Weekend!
CHOOSE
ONE OF THESE
GREAT
OPTIONS!
Now offering
Driver
Trainees

$2,000 Sign-On Bonus!

Promotional
1-888-540-7364
3.556x4
48 Web
Packages
Starting At...

mo
CANCER ALERT!
Uterine/Fibroid

FOR 12 MONTHS

Not eligible for Hopper or HD.

If you or a loved one had a
Upgrade to
Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed
with
TODAY!
abdominal or pelvic cancer,

DISH

25
DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED!
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION!
Learn to drive for
Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK

Join
Without a Contract!
H.O.WOLDING,
INC.
McComb, MS

800-935-6894

•NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!•

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery!
Free Background Information Available Upon Request.


NO
New
Drivers can earn $850/wk +Benefits!
Contracts.
Carrier
covers cost! Home Every Weekend!
 NONow offering Driver Trainees
$2,000
Sign-On Bonus!
Credit Check.
Not eligible for
1-888-540-7364
 NO Commitment. promotional
pricing
Uterine/Fibroid

CANCER ALERT!
1-800-319-2526
If you or a loved one had a
CALL NOW - LIMITED TIME SAVINGS!
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0614

Laparoscopic Hysterectomy or fibroid removal by
POWER MORCELLATOR and were later diagnosed with
abdominal or pelvic cancer,

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages,
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price
applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early termination fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. Activation
fee may apply. Additional Requirements: Hopper: Monthly fees: DVR service, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10. With Prime Time Anytime the AutoHop
features available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC - Both features are subject to availability. Requires Super
Joey to record 8 shows at once. Recording hours may vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from
major TV providers as of 6/13/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an internet connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device.
HD Free for 24 Months: Additional $10/mo HD fee waived for first 24 months. After promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and
is subject to change. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer value is $165; after 3 months, then-current everyday monthly prices applies and are
subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment
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Late-night snack: Boise
St has big bowl in sight
By Ralph D. Russo
AP College Football Writer

The College Football Playoff
selection committee will need
to stay up late Saturday night.
The last game to kick off on
championship Saturday is the
Mountain West title game between No. 22 Boise State and
Fresno State.
The Broncos (10-2) are 22nd
in the latest playoff rankings,
the only team outside the Big
Five conferences, putting them
in position to earn a guaranteed bid to the New Year’s Day
bowls associated with the playoff.
The selection committee must
pick the best champion from the
so-called Group of Five conferences, which also includes the
American Athletic Conference,
Conference USA, Sun Belt and
Mid-American Conference.
If Fresno State (6-6) pulls the
upset, the committee is going to
have to find another team.
American
Commissioner

Mike Aresco is not shy about
touting his conference, particularly Memphis (9-3).
The Tigers have already
earned at least a share of the
conference title in an impressive turnaround season. Cincinnati (8-3) and UCF (8-3) also
can earn a share of the conference crown this weekend.
Memphis beat Cincinnati but
didn’t play UCF.
All three played at least two
nonconference games against
teams from the Big Five. UCF
also played BYU. Boise State
played one against the Big
Five (Mississippi) and BYU.
The Sagarin ratings have the
Mountain West’s Mountain division, which includes Boise
State, Utah State and Colorado
State, rated significantly ahead
of the American. The computer
rating also gives Boise State a
big edge in strength of schedule
against Memphis.
Aresco sees it differently.
“What troubles me is I think

unfortunately right now we’re
almost paying the price for playing such really tough schedules,
which we’ve all been asked to
do,” Aresco said.
Memphis lost 42-35 at No. 16
UCLA, and lost 24-3 at No. 13
Mississippi in a game that was
7-3 in the fourth quarter.
“(The Tigers) were at Oxford, they didn’t play them on
a neutral field,” said Aresco,
referring to Boise State’s 35-13
loss to Ole Miss at the Georgia
Dome the opening weekend of
the season.
The Tigers might want to stay
up late, too.
The picks:
FRIDAY FIGHTS
No. 3 Oregon (minus 13
1/2) vs. No. 8 Arizona, Pac-12
championship at Santa Clara,
California.
Ducks QB Marcus Mariota
can just about wrap up the Heisman with one more big game;
Winner goes to the playoff?
Maybe ... OREGON 42-28.

Northern Illinois (minus 6
1/2) vs. Bowling Green, MidAmerican Championship at Detroit.
Fifth straight MAC title
game appearance for Huskies.
They are 2-2 in previous four ...
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 30-21.
SATURDAY SPOTLIGHT
No. 1 Alabama (minus 14
1/2) vs. No. 14 Missouri, SEC
championship at Atlanta.
Tigers upset could leave SEC
out of first College Football
Playoff ... ALABAMA 31-14.
No. 2 Florida State (minus 3
1/2) vs. No. 12 Georgia Tech,
ACC championship at Charlotte, North Carolina.
Seminoles won’t drop with
another win, but winning won’t
be easy; then again, it never is
for `Noles ... FLORIDA STATE
28-27.
Iowa State (plus 33 1/2) at
No. 4 TCU.
Horned Frogs have easiest
weekend of playoff contenders, though a close call against

Boise State wide receiver Shane Williams-Rhodes (11) runs the ball
down the sideline past Utah State cornerback Jalen Davis, bottom,
and linebacker Nick Vigil (41) during the first quarter of an NCAA college football game in Boise, Idaho, on Saturday, Nov. 29, 2014. Boise
State won 50-19. AP Photo/Otto Kitsinger
lowly Cyclones could be costly
... TCU 58-14.
UPSET SPECIAL
No. 9 Kansas State (off) at
No. 5 Baylor.
Baylor QB Bryce Petty (concussion) says he’s ready to roll;
Coach Bill Snyder’s Wildcats
can bail out the selection committee with a victory ... KANSAS STATE 35-24.

No. 6 Ohio State (plus 4)
vs. No. 11 Wisconsin, Big Ten
championship at Indianapolis.
Buckeyes try to make one last
statement with a backup quarterback ... OHIO STATE 31-28.
Oklahoma State (plus 20) at
No. 18 Oklahoma.
Bedlam is pretty boring this
season outside of Oklahoma ...
OKLAHOMA 35-21.
BEST BET
Fresno State (plus 20) at No.
22 Boise State, Mountain West
championship.
Bulldogs have won two
straight MW championships ...
BOISE STATE 45-17.
Louisiana Tech (plus 12 1/2)
at Marshall, Conference USA
championship.
Thundering Herd hoping
Boise State loss sends them
to New Year’s bowl ... MARSHALL 56-42.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Book Review:
“Prison
Noir”
Joyce Carol Oates
by

c.2014, Akashic Books
$15.95 / $19.50 Canada • 259 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
“Three-and-a-half steps.”
Visualize it: that’s how big your
home is. Back against the wall,
three-and-a-half steps until you
can’t go anymore. Arms straight
out at your sides, fingers touching
both walls, cement floors. Hardly a
palace.
Now you head outside any time
you want, day or night, to do what
you want to do. But picture bars on
your doors and someone telling you
when to eat and when to sleep.
Then grab the new book, “Prison
Noir” edited by Joyce Carol Oates,
and read other tales of ‘doing time.’
Imagine the difficulty of choosing the best 15 of a hundred exceptional prison stories, a challenge
that faced author-editor Joyce Carol
Oates in pulling this book together.
That the entries she read were
“well-crafted” should be no surprise; after all, each of them was
written by someone who is or has

been in prison, which lends a “disconcerting ring of authenticity” to
tales like these.
You know if you’ve been incarcerated, for instance, that having
cellies can be a thorny issue, but in
the first story, “Shuffle” by Christopher M. Stephen, even segregation
doesn’t mean “true solitary confinement” anymore.
Yes, roommates and block mates
can be trouble - but they can also
keep a person sane, as in “I Saw an
Angel” by Sin Soracco. Conversely,
as in “Bardos” by Scott Gutches,
the person two cells down can make
you really think - especially when
he’s dead just shy of his release date.
In prison, there is no privacy.
There is no escaping the sound of
the echoing clink of “hundreds of
doors closing at the same time.”
There can be language barriers that
lead to huge misunderstandings.
In prison, as in “Milk and Tea”
by Linda Michelle Marquardt, there
are people just trying to get by and

get beyond a crime that surprised
even them.
And behind bars, there’s danger not just to others but, as in “There
Will Be Seeds for Next Year” by
Zeke Caliguiri, there’s danger to the
inmate himself….
In her introduction, Joyce Carol
Oates said that there were some stories in this anthology that she read
multiple times. And she admits that
there were others she didn’t quite
understand. She calls them “…
stark, somber, emotionally driven…
raw, crude, and disturbing material…”
And she’s right. But she forgot
the word “riveting.”
Indeed, it’s hard to turn away
from what you’ll read inside “Prison Noir.” There’s sadness here, frustration, resignation, and a surprising
sense of slyness. You’ll find fiction,
perhaps, or maybe it’s all real - possibilities of which you’ll squirmingly have to remind yourself.
Either way, the 15 contributing

Crossword Puzzle

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

Oates
authors didn’t seem to be holding anything back which, for the
right reader, can be some powerful seat-glue.
Beware, before you pick up
this book, that it’s filled with
exactly what you’d expect from
prison literature. I enjoyed it quite
a bit, but I wouldn’t begin to call
it nice.
With that caveat in mind, I
think that no matter what side
of the bars you live on, “Prison
Noir” is worth ‘doing time’ with.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by George Foreman
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This Week’s Horoscopes
This week, it will be important to often
use the phrase 'stop and smell the
roses'.
1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

ACROSS
1. Pilgrimage to Mecca
5. Soap Opera
9. Brand of sandwich cookie
10. What a road is
11. Desire
12. Get up
13. Diner
15. Note of debt
16. Warm up lap (2 wds.)
18. Flammable liquid
21. Gone by
22. Appall
26. Computer attachment
28. Carved Polynesian pendant
29. Slipup
30. French ___, instrument
31. Back talk
32. Deer

DOWN
1. ___ schooled, place
2. Opera solo
3. Jape
4. Mary’s husband
5. Rested
6. To no __
7. City
8. Tally (2 wds.)
10. Weirdo
14. I’d __ not
17. Worlds
18. Dubs
19. Ancient Greek marketplace
20. Gushes
23. Mob activity
24. Vegetable
25. Hoop
27. Distress call
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 11)

This week you may feel a need to
question anything and everything.
7/23-8/21
Leo

Take stock of the magic contained within
your world today.
2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

There may be numerous benefits to being
cautious about spending this week.
8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

Everything good this week could be
overshadowed by perceived negative
developments.
3/21 - 4/20
Aries

This week your family life may prove to
need more attention than you think.
9/24 - 10/23
Libra

Step back to see how strong a position
you really are in at work before you
speak this week.
4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

Don't let caution prevent something
wonderful from happening to you
this week.
10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

Something is not expressed in your
romance this week that may put you at a
disadvantage.
5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

The past really is not a guideline for the
future this week.
11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

The world is full of people who see a half
filled glass as half empty. Be careful not to
be one of them!
6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

Don't be too quick to dismiss something
you are certain you won't like or approve
of this week.
12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

GET YO U R C U R R ENT NEWS ONLINE AT:

© Feature Exchange

www.mississippilink.com

ENTERTAINMENT
www.mississippilink.com

December 4 - 10, 2014

Kerry
Washington,
Kate Hudson in
talks for thriller
‘Unforgettable’

eurweb.com
If deals go through, “Scandal”
star Kerry Washington and Kate
Hudson will face off in a new
big screen thriller for Warner
Bros.
The actresses are in early
talks to topline “Unforgettable,”
which centers on a woman trying to settle into a new marriage

Andraé Crouch tribute tour ‘Let the
Church Say Amen’ kicks off Dec. 6

and life as a mom
who suddenly must
contend with her hus- Actress Kerry Washington attends the 2014
band’s ex, a woman Baby2Baby Gala, presented by Tiffany & Co.
who is out to get her. on November 8, 2014 in Culver City, CaliforIt is unclear which nia
will play which at
this stage if deals are
sante will direct from a script by
made.
Christina Hodsen, according to
“Belle” helmer Amma As- The Hollywood Reporter.

50 Cent’s bank accounts
reportedly frozen over
headphones dispute
eurweb.com
50 Cent’s personal bank accounts have reportedly been frozen after he has allegedly failed
to pay out a $17 million judgment to Sleek Audio.
The headphone company accused him of copying their design and marketing the look
as his own. Judges sided with
Sleek Audio in the battle and
ordered 50 to pay $17 million.
According to TMZ, his bank account has been frozen because
he hasn’t forked over a dime.
An attorney for the star said
they are appealing the Sleek Audio judgment, and that all of the
rapper’s business accounts are
safe. Only his personal account
is in jeopardy.

50 Cent

Jada Pinkett Smith on getting
‘quite ridiculous’ for ‘Gotham’ role

Robin Lord Taylor, Jada Pinkett Smith, Donal Logue, Ben McKenzie attend the GOTHAM Panel At PaleyFest
NY on October 18, 2014 in New York City

eurweb.com
Comic book fans can be intimidating, and Jada Pinkett
Smith has run into her share of
opinionated Batman connoisseurs while playing boss lady
Fish Mooney in Fox’s “Gotham.”
“The fans are so enthusiastic, and they’re so smart, and
they’re very clear,” Smith
told us, emphasizing the word
“clear.” “They know what this
world is, and so it’s been a lot
of fun to have that kind of intimate communication with the
fans. They are what makes it
the most fun.”
The fact that Batman diehards have embraced the
freshman drama - enough to
earn a full-season pickup from
Fox - suggests that the show
gets it right. It’s an impres-

Jada Pinkett Smith as Fish Mooney in “Gotham”
sive feat considering the story
deals with multiple characters
in the Bat-mosphere before
they blossomed into the villains we’ve come to know and
love.
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Fish Mooney, one of the few
characters who doesn’t exist in the Batman comics, has
given Jada a rare opportunity
to go boldly over the top with
her portrayal.

eurweb.com
GRAMMY® Award winning Gospel music legend,
Andraé Crouch, will be honored with the “Let the Church
Say Amen” Celebration Tour,
kicking off nationwide on
December 6 this holiday
season, and hitting 10 major
markets for its initial run.
The tour will feature guest
performances by some of
Gospel’s top artists, including CeCe Winans, Marvin
Winans, Israel Houghton,
Marvin Sapp, Rance Allen
and jazz artist Gerald Albright.
The “Let the Church Say
Amen” celebration tour will
make stops in Philadelphia,
Washington, Richmond, Birmingham, Atlanta, Charlotte,
Orlando, Tampa, Miami and
New Orleans, with additional dates expected to be announced.
Produced by Riverphlo Entertainment (Mano Hanes),
the “Let The Church Say
Amen” celebration tour pays
homage to the living legend’s
illustrious career spanning
over five decades. With seven
Grammy Awards, six GMA
Dove Awards and an Academy Award nomination for
“The Color Purple,” Andraé
is a highly respected member
of the Gospel Music Hall of
Fame and has a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame.
As it relates to the tour,
Pastor Andraé Crouch said:
“Luther “Mano” Hanes is a
musical genius. I am so proud
of him. He is a monster producer and a superb musician.
I am blessed to call him my

Cece Winans, Marvin Winans, Israel Houghton, Marvin Sapp, Rance
Allen and Gerald Albright appear on the ‘Let the Church Say Amen’
celebration tour.
son and whole heartily endorse this exciting tour.”
Added
Pastor
Sandra
Crouch, sister of Andraé,
“with a visionary like Mano
at the helm, nothing but pure
amazement will follow. He
walks in a psalmist anointing
that can’t be denied. This is
not just a concert this is an
experience. You won’t leave
the way you came.”
Crouch’s songs have been
recorded by everyone from
Elvis Presley to Paul Si-

mon and he has worked as a
producer and arranger with
many of music’s top artists,
including Michael Jackson,
Madonna, Quincy Jones, Diana Ross, Elton John, and
many others.
Andraé Crouch can also be
heard on Michael Jackson’s
hit singles “Man in the Mirror,” “Keep the Faith,” “Will
You Be There” and “Earth
Song.”
For more information visit
http://sayamentour.com.
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piggly wiggly
December 3 - 9, 2014

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH SLICED

T-BONE
STEAK
$ 99

FRESH

QUARTER LOIN
PORK CHOPS
$ 79

7

FRYER
LEG QUARTERS
$ 99

1

PER LB.

6

PER LB.

FRESH

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

10 LB. BAG

USDA CHOICE BEEF

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

SIRLOIN TIP
ROAST

SIRLOIN TIP
STEAK

$ 79

$ 29

$ 79

2

4

PER LB.

4

PER LB.

FRESH THIN SLICED

SAVE ON

REG. OR THICK SLICED

$ 89

$ 89

$ 99

SELECT

ASSORTED

PACKED IN OIL OR WATER

2

2

79
5 OZ. CAN

FRESH PRODUCE

GOLD OR RED DELICIOUS MICHIGAN

ORANGES

2 $

$ 99

/5

TANGELOS

$ 99

SAVE ON YOPLAIT GREEK

YOGURT
....................................
5.3 OZ.

BRIGHT & EARLY BREAKFAST

DRINK
....................................
59 OZ.

MRS. PAUL'S FISH FILLET OR

FISH STICKS
.............................

11 - 11.5 OZ.

1

ASSORTED

FRESH RUSSET

ONIONS

POTATOES

¢

$ 99

79

8 OZ.

TOASTER
$ 99
STRUDDELS
................................

2

POUND

CHEESE
.......................................

PILLSBURY

4 LB. BAG

SWEET JUMBO

CRYSTAL FARMS SHREDDED OR BAR

10.1 - 11.4 OZ.

APPLES

FLORIDA BAGGED

¢

FLORIDA BAGGED

PER LB.

2

STARKIST
TUNA

1

59

4 LB

2

12 OZ.

$ 39

¢

PILLSBURY GRANDS

10.2 - 12 OZ. ...............................

18.5 - 19 OZ.

14.5 - 15.25 OZ.

1
5$
/5
$ 49
2
5$
/5
¢
99
$ 99
2

$ 00
QUARTERS
.................................

PIGGLY WIGGLY BISCUITS
BACON

PROGRESSO
SOUPS

DEL MONTE
VEGETABLES

LAND O LAKES MARGARINE

1 LB. PKG.

FRYER
DRUMMETTES
PER LB.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

BREAKFAST
PORK CHOPS
PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

2

8 LB. BAG

HUNGRY MAN
2$
DINNERS
...............................
13.1 - 16 OZ.

/5

ASSORTED

TOTINO'S
PIZZAS.............................. 4 $
9.8 - 10.9 OZ.

/5

