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Happy New Year
from the Mississippi Link

With final press briefing
of 2016, president Obama
reflects on his record

For some girls, First
Lady rivals Beyonce’
as a role model

By Freddie Allen
Managing Editor/NNPA Newswire

This April 20, 2016 file photo shows First Lady Michelle Obama giving
a hug to a child during the annual White House Take Our Daughters
and Sons to Work Day event attended by the children of Executive Office employees, young people from Big Brothers Big Sisters of America,
SchoolTalk, and the D.C. Child and Family Services Agency, in the East
Room of the White House in Washington. The feel-good initiatives of First
Lady Michelle Obama have served as both inspiration and eight years of
teaching moments for many families. AP PHOTO/JACQUELYN MARTIN
life and be happy.”
Her dad is a retired Army
colonel and the teen admires
Mrs. Obama’s shout-out for
military families. And when
the First Lady put in the White
House garden, “it made me
think about eating better food
and losing weight,” Inara said.
“Without her I’m not sure I
would have done that.”
Norfolk, Virginia, 10th-grader Kassidy Carey canvassed for
Hillary Clinton and has volunteered to advocate for various
social causes through the site
DoSomething.org. She was too
little to remember the president’s first inauguration, but
she loved watching the second
one. She’s a regular First Lady
watcher.
“Oh, I love her,” said Kassidy, who has already decided
on law school when the time
comes. “I just think she’s really
well composed, and she’s an
empowering person.
Kiki Emordi is 8 and in the
third grade in Richmond, Texas. Her parents are originally
from Nigeria and her mother,
Ngozi Emordi, teaches English
as a second language.
“She’s a bold woman,” said
the elder Emordi, who also has
two older girls and a son. “Any
black girl can just see Michelle
and know she can dream big.
She says to these girls it doesn’t
matter where you come from or
what you look like, you can be
anything that you want to be.”
Lesson learned, as far as Kiki
is concerned. She is forever on
the hunt for any news of Mrs.
Obama, whether it’s about a
fresh speech or fabulous outfit.
“I really look up to her as a
role model,” she said.
At 7, Jordan West of Rochester, New York, has already met

Notable Celebrity
Deaths

Some of the
best films of 2016

Inside

By Leanne Italie
Associated Press
NEW YORK – Healthy food
and plenty of exercise. The
challenges military families
face. Education for girls around
the globe.
The feel-good initiatives of
first lady Michelle Obama have
served as both inspiration and
eight years of teaching moments for many families. So
what, exactly, do they think is
her legacy over a period that
spans much of the lifetime of
today’s kids?
“I think she stands for kindness in America,” said Alexis
Shenkiryk, a 12-year-old in Del
Mar, California. “She really
encouraged me to try harder,
and she promoted a lot of good
things for everyone, not just
certain people.”
Alexis was jealous when her
24-year-old sister got to attend President Barack Obama’s
2008 inauguration. Over the
years, said Shenkiryk’s mom,
Rhonda Moret, the goodwill
the first lady was able to pass
on to her girls overflowed from
the White House.
“We’re a biracial family,”
Moret said. “We’ve had numerous conversations discussing
how one’s race or background
are truly irrelevant and how we
should value one’s character
above all else.”
Inara Abernathy, a 17-yearold in Nashville, Tennessee,
has absorbed many life lessons
of her own from the First Lady.
“She’s strong and beautiful
and she makes me feel beautiful, too,” Inara said. “I feel like
I can accomplish things when I
think about her.”
Then there’s bullying.
“I was bullied a lot when I
was little and she taught me
how when I got bullied to just
don’t think about it,” Inara
said. “Ignore them. Live your
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President Barack Obama used
his last press conference of the
year to reflect on the accomplishments of his administration over
the past eight years.
“As I was preparing to take office, the unemployment rate was
on its way to 10 percent. Today,
it’s at 4.6 percent – the lowest in
nearly a decade,” said Obama.
“We’ve seen the longest streak of
job growth on record, and wages
have grown faster over the past
few years than at any time in the
past 40.”
Even as the economy approaches full employment, however, the black unemployment
rate (8.1 percent) is almost twice
the white unemployment rate
(4.2 percent), according to the
Labor Department; a gap that has
persisted since the federal government started collecting separate jobs’ data for blacks nearly
50 years ago and that no president has been able to address.
Obama also touted his administration’s success with insuring people under the Affordable
Care and Patient Protection Act,
also known as Obamacare.
“When I came into office, 44
million people were uninsured.
Today, we’ve covered more than

President Obama speaks during his last press conference of 2016 at The White House. FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA
20 million of them,” said Obama.
“For the first time in our history,
more than 90 percent of Americans are insured.”
Still, disparities in healthcare also persist. The uninsured
rates for blacks (12 percent) remains higher than the uninsured
rates for whites (8 percent), and
according to the Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF), blacks,
American Indians and Alaska
natives have a higher prevalence

of asthma, diabetes and cardiovascular disease.
“Health disparities are particularly striking in the burden
of AIDS and HIV diagnoses and
death rates, with blacks experiencing over eight and ten times
higher rates of HIV and AIDS
diagnoses than whites,” the
KFF reported. “Infant mortality rates are significantly higher
for blacks and American Indians
and Alaska natives compared to

whites, and black males have the
shortest life expectancy compared to other groups.”
Obama also noted that his administration, over the last eight
years, has dramatically decreased
the number of troops deployed
abroad and eliminated Osama
Bin Laden as well as thousands
of other terrorists.
“No foreign terrorist organiza-
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‘We Shall Not Be Moved’ march aims to
send Trump message on MLK weekend
By Hazel Trice Edney
Trice Edney News Wire
The march announced by the Rev. Al Sharpton shortly after Donald Trump was elected president is now taking shape
for January 14 and will aim to send a clear message to the
president-elect in the “spirit and tradition of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., said a statement from Sharpton this week.
“The 2017 march will bring all people together to insist on
change and accountability,” said Sharpton. “Martin Luther
King Jr.’s struggle for civil rights didn’t end with his death,
it’s a fight we take on each day. The political players may
change but our goals stay the same. Trump and his administration need to hear our voice and our concerns.”
He continues, “Participants will demand accountability not
just from President-elect Trump but from Senate and Congress members who are charged with overseeing the Criminal
Justice Reform Act, the Voting Rights Bill, Supreme Court
nominations and other Trump political appointments. Our
movement, #WeShallNotBeMoved, will send a clear message
to those in power that the fight for equal rights and justice for
all continues,” he states.
The four top concerns outlined involve police reform, mass
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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated celebrates
58th Debutante Scholarship Cotillion
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated – Alpha Delta Zeta
Chapter announces the winners
of its 58th Debutante Cotillion
held at the Jackson Convention Center December 17. Alpha Delta Zeta Chapter sponsors this presentation annually
making it the longest running
debutante cotillion comprised
of young African-American ladies in the state of Mississippi.
The theme for this year’s cotillion was “Millennial Pearls of
Grace.”
Through the Zeta’s distinct
debutante program, highly
qualified young ladies were selected by the sorority to cultivate and develop sound character, social principles and strong
career aspirations. These tools
served as a foundation so these
young ladies will be a positive
impact on society as they grow
into adulthood.
The 2016 Zeta Debutantes
prepared for this year’s presentation by attending charm, etiquette, and professional clinics
sponsored by the sorority and
engaging in community service activities. They were also
featured in the 2016 Talent and
Fashion Show that was held
November 11.
The Cotillion included winners from the 2016 Talent and
Fashion Show and the crowning of the 2016 Miss Debutante.
The winner for 2016 Miss
Debutante is Jalila D. Haynes,
daughter of Mr. S. Deon & Ms.
April Haynes, escorted by Mr.
Keyshawn Hobson of Clinton,

2016 Zeta Debutantes seated L to R: Myia Bolden, Kyra Montgomery, Brittany Thomas (Miss Blue – 1st runner-up), Tikiya Jones, Jalila Haynes (2016 Miss Debutante), Corleesha Taylor (Miss
White – 2nd runner-up), Alexis Warner (Miss Silver- 3rd runner-up), and Alexseya Whiting along with members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated – Alpha Delta Zeta Chapter
Miss. Miss Haynes will represent Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated – Alpha Delta Zeta
Chapter from now through December 2017 at various functions, events and other appearances.
The winners for the 2016
Talent and Fashion Show are:
Fashion Show–Business Wear
1st Place – Brittany Thomas;
2nd Place -Alexseya Whiting;
3rd Place – Jalila Haynes
Casual Wear 1st Place – Myia
Bolden; 2nd Place – Tikiya
Jones
3rd Place – Brittany
Thomas
After Five 1st Place – Tikiya
Jones and Brittany Thomas;
2nd Place – Jalila Haynes; 3rd
Place – Myia Bolden
Talent 1st Place – Brittany
Thomas; 2nd Place – Myia

Bolden; 3rd Place – Jalila
Haynes
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated – Alpha Delta Zeta
Chapter is a non-profit community conscious, action oriented organization. Chartered
October 14, 1938, Alpha Delta
Zeta Chapter is the ‘oldest’ Zeta
Chapter in the State of Mississippi and is comprised of over
100 members.
The local chapter owns a Tutorial Complex, Stork’s Nest,
sponsors four auxiliary groups
for community women and
children and two undergraduate
chapters – Lambda Beta Chapter (Jackson State University)
and Nu Beta Chapter (Tougaloo
College).
For more information visit
webpage www.adz1938.org.

Miss Jalila D. Haynes (2016 Miss Debutante)

Rosella L. Houston (president Alpha Delta Zeta), Miss Jalila D.
Haynes (2016 Miss Debutante), and Latisha M. Skinner (Debutante Committee chair) PHOTOS BY ANITA YOUNG
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incarceration, stop and frisk, the Affordable Care Act,
voting rights, education and climate change.
Sharpton first announced the march on a mid-November teleconference during which he told reporters that he
was not fazed by Trump’s apparent change of demeanor
toward President Barack Obama. Despite his less vitriolic demeanor, Trump has since surrounded himself
with an almost lily white cabinet and advisors, including
Steve Bannon, a founder of Breitbart news, the voice of
the so-called “alt-right” – white supremacists and racists.
“Whether one whispers or whether one shouts, if the
message is the same what does it matter?” Sharpton
told reporters on that call. “I think we are mistaking his
change in tone with change in content.”
That said, Sharpton has organized a march and rally
that will include civil rights groups, activists, unions and
clergy outside the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial in
D.C. The following is the detailed route, according to
NationalActionNetwork.net:
When: Sat., Jan. 14
Assembly: Marchers will assemble at 9 a.m. at the
National Sylvan Theater, Independence Avenue Southwest & 15th Street NW.
March Starting Time: 11 a.m.
March Route: March will travel along Independence
Ave. SW to West Potomac Park at 1964 Independence
Ave. SW
Rally: 12 Noon in West Potomac Park, directly across
from Martin Luther King Jr. Memoria.
Sharpton said the march will include, “Americans
from every state, race, religion and ethnicity,” who will
“warn President Trump and Congress that the fight for
criminal justice, voting rights, affordable health care,
improvements in education and other issues around
equality and justice continues.”
More Information: NationActionNetwork.net

her hero, Mrs. Obama, at a White House-hosted
event. She helps her two older brothers run the
family’s Champions of Change, a nonprofit they
started to urge young people to become “change
agents” in their communities.
Jordan hosted a party for girls in foster care
and wrote a book about how she hit on the idea,
“Princess for a Day.” She also got together with
other girls to make real bags for foster kids who
would otherwise have to transport their belongings in trash bags.
“She’s a black person like us and she’s an author and she went to Harvard,” Jordan said. “I
was so excited.”
Rebecca Briscoe teaches second grade to Kiki
Emordi and classmate Maya Babu.
“For over 10 years now I have taught in underserved communities,” Briscoe said. “Michelle is
like their Beyonce because she grew up hard like
them.”
As for Maya? Mrs. Obama, she said, “makes
me want to be a better girl.”

tion has successfully executed an attack on
our homeland that was directed from overseas,” said Obama.
Obama continued: “Through diplomacy,
we’ve ensured that Iran cannot obtain a nuclear weapon – without going to war with
Iran. We opened up a new chapter with the
people of Cuba. And we brought nearly 200
nations together around a climate agreement
that could very well save this planet for our
kids.”
But the progress that Obama made to address climate change in the United States
and through partnerships with other world
leaders could be undone during the next administration.
President-elect Donald Trump picked
Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt to
lead the Environmental Protection Agency.
The Washington Post reported that,
“Pruitt, who has written that the debate on
climate change is ‘far from settled,’ joined
a coalition of state attorneys general in suing over the agency’s Clean Power Plan, the
principal Obama-era policy aimed at reducing U.S. greenhouse gas emissions from the
electricity sector.”
Despite his accomplishments, Obama acknowledged that there was still a lot of work
to do particularly on the issues of homelessness, job creation, income inequality and
gun violence.
“After I leave office, I intend to continue
to work with organizations and citizens doing good across the country on these and
other pressing issues to build on the progress that we’ve made,” said Obama.

Nationally, Democrats have lost more
than 1,000 elected seats since Obama took
office. Democrats also serve in the minority in both the House of Representatives and
the United States Senate.
Obama also said that Democrats have to
promote their policies “where people feel as
if they’re not being heard and where Democrats are characterized as coastal, liberal,
latte-sipping, politically-correct, out-oftouch folks.”
“We have to be in those communities,”
said Obama. “And I’ve seen that when we
are in those communities, it makes a difference.”
Obama continued: “That’s how I became
president. I became a U.S. senator not just
because I had a strong base in Chicago, but
because I was driving around downstate Illinois and going to fish frys and sitting in
VFW halls and talking to farmers.”
In the 2016 presidential election, Trump
was able to win the counties of Erie,
Northampton and Luzerne in Pennsylvania;
three counties that Obama won in 2012.
Trump also flipped 22 counties in Wisconsin that Obama won during the last election.
In the aftermath of Hillary Clinton’s epic
Election Day loss, many political pundits
have criticized Clinton’s campaign strategy
in critical Midwest states, including Ohio,
Michigan and Wisconsin, that Obama won
in 2012.
Obama said that the Democratic Party has
to work at the grassroots level and has to be
present in all 50 states, taking their message
directly to voters.
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Notable Celebrity Deaths in 2016
Ron Glass

The prolific character actor Ron Glass
(July 10, 1945-November 25, 2016) appeared in dozens of TV shows, films
and stage productions in a career that
stretched back to the 1960s. He was
best known for his gregarious, sometimes sardonic detective Ron Harris in
the long-running cop comedy “Barney
Miller” (for which he earned an Emmy
nomination); and as Shepherd Book, a
preacher aboard the spaceship Serenity,
in the cult sci-fi series, “Firefly.
In a 2007 interview with Judyth Piazza, Glass – a Buddhist – said the most
rewarding aspect of his career “is being
able to feel like I have been able to touch
people, have been able to make people
happy, actually, by doing the work that
I do. And that’s been the most consistent
response that I have had throughout my
career in terms of the characters that I’ve
played.”

the world heavyweight champion - the
youngest ever.
Never humble, always bold in style
and substance, Ali had an unorthodox
style and sharp tongue that moved as
fast as his dancing feet. “I’m gonna float
like a butterfly and sting like a bee. His
hands can’t hit what his eyes can’t see,”
he famously said.
Ali was forced out of the ring in the
late 1960s when, citing his conscientious objector status, he refused to be
drafted into fighting the Vietnam War.
The Supreme Court overturned his draft
evasion conviction, and he won back his
title from George Foreman in 1974, in
a highly-publicized bout in Zaire known
as “The Rumble in the Jungle.” He
would also win the crown a third time
after defeating Leon Spinks in 1978.
After retiring from the ring with a pro
record of 56 wins and five defeats, Ali
had to face perhaps the biggest fight of
his life when he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. The most graceful of
boxers slowly lost control of his body. It
became hard to walk and even harder to
speak. Yet his stature in the pantheon of
sports heroes remained undimmed, and
in 1999 Sports Illustrated named him
Sportsman of the Century.
Afeni Shakur

Muhammad Ali

Born Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr. in
Louisville, Muhammad Ali (January 17,
1942-June 3, 2016) said he learned to
fight as a child after someone stole his
bicycle. He captured the world’s attention as an 18-year-old with a gold-medal
boxing victory at the 1960 Olympics in
Rome. And in 1964, at the age of 22,
he defeated Sonny Liston to become

Former Black Panther Afeni Shakur
(January 10, 1947-May 2, 2016), born
Alice Faye Williams, became politically
active in the 1960s. During a New York
City teachers’ strike, the Panthers took
over a school to make a point about continuing to educate children. Pregnant at
the time, Afeni was jailed and accused of
conspiring to commit murder and arson,
and to blow up NYC landmarks, police stations and department stores. All
charges were ultimately dismissed, and
her son, rap artist Tupac Shakur, was
born soon after.
As a single mother Afeni struggled
with addiction, but managed to enroll
Tupac in arts schools and other programs where he honed the musical and

acting skills that would make him a hiphop icon, and inspired a worldview that
later made Tupac stand out among other
young rappers, with songs reflecting a
rebellious attitude toward racism, poverty, violence and other social problems.
“Arts can save children, no matter
what’s going on in their homes,” Afeni
told The Associated Press in a 2005 interview.
After Tupac’s death, Afeni focused
on keeping her son’s legacy alive, and
opened the Tupac Amaru Shakur Center
for the Arts in Georgia for at-risk youth.
Gwen Ifill

Born Prince Rogers Nelson, the
flamboyant musician Prince (June 7,
1958-April 21, 2016) burst onto the
scene in the 1980s with a unique blend
of rock, R&B, funk and soul, adorned
with risqué lyrics and costumes, and an
overt sexuality. “1999” (1982), and the
film and soundtrack of 1984’s “Purple
Rain” for which he won an Oscar for
Best Song Score, established him as a
superstar.
In an era of MTV and VH1, Prince’s
music helped define the decade with
such hits as “When Doves Cry,”
“Little Red Corvette” and “Let’s Go
Crazy.”
He was just as successful penning
hits for other artists, including the
Bangles (“Manic Monday”), Tevin
Campbell (“Round and Round”), and
Sinead O’Connor (“Nothing Compares 2 U”).
Phife Dawg

A former reporter for The New York
Times and The Washington Post, Gwen
Ifill (September 29, 1955-November
14, 2016) transferred to television, as a
correspondent for NBC News and, later,
serving as host of “Washington Week”
and co-anchor of “NewsHour” on PBS.
She moderated two vice presidential
debates, in 2004 and 2008, and authored
the book, “The Breakthrough: Politics
and Race in the Age of Obama.”
“Gwen was a standard bearer for courage, fairness and integrity in an industry going through seismic change,” said
“NewsHour” executive producer Sara
Just. “She was a mentor to so many across
the industry … a journalist’s journalist.”
Prince

Vanity

Denise Matthews, whose stage name
was Vanity (January 4, 1959-February 15, 2016), was a protégé of Prince,
and a member of the ‘80s female R&B
trio Vanity 6. After having a hit with the
1982 release “Nasty Girl,” Vanity left
the group to pursue a solo career with
Motown Records. She also worked as an
actress, appearing in “The Last Dragon,”
“Action Jackson” and “52 Pick-Up.”
After nearly dying from a crack cocaine overdose in 1994, Vanity became
a born-again Christian and gave up her
stage persona, penning a 1999 memoir,
“Blame It on Vanity.”
Maurice White

“I like ‘em brown, yellow, Puerto
Rican or Haitian, Name is Phife Dawg
from the Zulu Nation.”
Born Malik Isaac Taylor, Phife
Dawg (November 20, 1970-March 22,
2016) was a masterful lyricist whose
witty wordplay was a linchpin of the
groundbreaking hip-hop group A Tribe
Called Quest. He was part of a number of rap classics with Tribe, including “Scenario,” ‘’Bonita Applebum,”
‘’Can I Kick It?” and “I Left My Wallet
in El Segundo.”
The group, which blended genres
such as jazz into hip-hop, and recently
celebrated the 25th anniversary of their
debut album, “People’s Instinctive
Travels and the Paths of Rhythm,” said
of Phife (sometimes called the “Five
Foot Assassin”), “His music and what
he’s contributed is seismic and hard to
measure. He’s affected us as much as
he’s affected all of you. We’re inspired
by his daily joy and courage.
“We are devastated. This is something we weren’t prepared for although
we all know that life is fleeting.”

Maurice White (December 19,
1941-February 3, 2016) was the founder
and leader of of the band Earth, Wind
and Fire in the late 1960s. The group
went on to sell more than 90 million
albums worldwide, displaying a flashy
and eclectic musical style that incorporated White’s influences from growing
up in Memphis, Tennessee, and working
at the influential Chicago music labels
Chess and Okeh.
The band’s many hits included “September,” ‘’Shining Star,” a cover of the
Beatles’ “Got to Get You Into My Life,”
and “Boogie Wonderland.” Earth, Wind
& Fire won six Grammys and was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame March 6, 2000.
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GOP vexed by factions
on replacing health law
By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – Republicans
are united on repealing President
Barack Obama’s health care law,
but ideologically and practically
speaking, they’re in different
camps over replacing it. Getting
the factions together won’t be
easy.
Some Republicans would revise
and rebrand “Obamacare,” junking unpopular provisions like its
requirement that most Americans
carry health insurance, while preserving more popular provisions.
Others would rip up the Affordable Care Act, or ACA, and not
replace it.
President-elect Donald Trump
and Republican congressional
leaders will have to unite the
groups on complicated changes
affecting the financial and physical well-being of millions of
people. For some constituents in
fragile health, it’s literally a lifeand-death debate.
Republicans have “a really
narrow path,” says Grace-Marie
Turner of the Galen Institute, a
free-market health care research
organization. “They’ve got to deal
with the politics of this, they’ve
got to make sure they come up
with good policy, and they also
have process challenges.”
Success is not guaranteed, and
Republicans may come to regret
that their party defined itself as totally opposed to “Obamacare.”
Yet House Ways and Means
Chairman Kevin Brady seems unfazed by the challenge. “It’s like
tax reform,” the Texas Republican
says, explaining that many pieces
will be pulled together. “Unlike
Obamacare, which ripped up the
individual market, this will be
done deliberately, in an appropri-

ate timetable.”
Republicans say they will move
quickly to repeal the ACA, while
suspending the effective date to
allow them to craft a replacement.
Here’s a look at the GOP camps
and who’s in them:
Revise and Rebrand
Many Republicans may quietly
be in this contingent, but fear being accused of promoting “Obamacare-lite.”
They’d strip out some of the
ACA’s taxes and requirements.
The unpopular “individual mandate” to carry health insurance or
risk fines could be replaced with
other persuasion short of a government dictate. Rules on insurers
would be loosened.
But popular provisions such as
protecting those with pre-existing
health conditions would be retained in some form, as well as
financial assistance for low-and
moderate-income people. The requirement that health plans cover
adult children until age 26 would
be fairly easy to preserve, since
employers have accommodated it.
A rebranded version of Obama’s
law may well cover fewer people.
But its GOP advocates believe
most Americans will find their
goal of “universal access” politically acceptable when measured
against the Democratic ideal of
“universal coverage” underwritten
by government.
Many GOP allies in the business community favor revising the
ACA. That includes major players among hospitals, insurers and
pharmaceuticals.
Trump may have given this
group some cover by saying that
he wants to keep parts of the law,
but his bottom line remains unknown.
Budget Hawks

For budget hawks, unwinding the
Obama health law is a beginning.
Next they could move on to much
bigger objectives like restructuring
Medicaid and Medicare, and placing a cost-conscious limit on tax
breaks for employer coverage.
Budget hawks see health care
as the main driver of government
deficits, and they are loath to address that imbalance by raising
taxes. Instead they want to rewrite
the social compact so individuals
accept more responsibility and
risk for their health care.
House Speaker Paul Ryan is
the most prominent member of
this camp, and his “Better Way”
agenda is its roadmap. Georgia
Rep. Tom Price, Trump’s nominee
to run the Department of Health
and Human Services, is a budget
hawk. Vice President-elect Mike
Pence has been in the same orbit
throughout his career.
The problem for budget hawks
is that the 2016 political campaign
did not give them a mandate. Issues like Medicare and Medicaid
were scarcely discussed. Trump
said he wouldn’t cut Medicare,
and sent conflicting signals on
Medicaid.
Many Democrats can’t wait for
Republicans to follow the call of
the budget hawks. Betting that
will backfire, House Democratic
Leader Nancy Pelosi is rallying
her lawmakers against “attacks on
the ACA and Medicare.”
The Rip-It-Up Society
The most conservative lawmakers want to “pull Obamacare up
by the roots as if it never existed,”
says Republican political consultant Frank Luntz. That sentiment is embodied by the 40 or so
members of the House Freedom
Caucus, and it’s probably broadly
shared among conservatives.

Some do not believe the federal
government should be involved in
health care, and they couldn’t care
less about replacing the ACA.
“They would say that Obama’s
plan has failed,” said Luntz.
GOP leaders may need these
lawmakers to advance on replacement legislation; coaxing them to
a middle ground might not be possible.
Trump calls the ACA “a disaster,” and that’s pleasing to those
farthest on the right. It’s unclear if
he’d walk their walk.
Pragmatists
At the core of this small group
are legislative veterans who understand the excruciating difficulties of getting major bills to a
president’s desk. GOP Sens. Lamar Alexander of Tennessee and
Susan Collins of Maine are pragmatists.
They may find support from Republican governors who expanded
Medicaid under the health law.
GOP congressional leaders could
gravitate to this camp.
The biggest challenge for pragmatists will be to win over some
Democrats for replacement legislation. While repealing most of
“Obamacare” is possible with a
simple majority in the Senate, sixty votes would probably be needed for a replacement. There will
only be fifty-two GOP senators in
the coming congressional session.
“Republicans need a fancy Rose
Garden repeal ceremony...and I
expect them to have one,” said
Dan Mendelson, CEO of the consulting firm Avalere Health. “On
the other hand, there’s 20 million
people with health insurance under the ACA, and they don’t want
to dump them. There’s no clear
path for how to square that conflict.

Tissue, organ research institute
to benefit injured soldiers
By Holly Ramer
Associated Press
CONCORD, N.H. – The Department of Defense is providing $80 million to establish a
bio-research and manufacturing
institute in Manchester, New
Hampshire, to develop transplant
tissues and organs for injured
American soldiers and other patients.
The five-year award was announced recently by Democratic
U.S. Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, Republican Sen. Kelly Ayotte and
Democratic Gov. Maggie Hassan.
All three were strong supporters
of locating the institute in Manchester and had urged the Defense Department to support the
project.
“This is a monumental investment in the future of New Hampshire and further establishes this
region as a hub for scientific re-

search and development,” they
said in a statement. “This is an
immense and critically important
mission and we have full faith in
this esteemed coalition as they
take on this research that will
save lives on the battlefield as
well as here at home.”
The Advanced Regenerative
Manufacturing Institute will be
led by a collation that includes
DEKA Research and Development Corp., the University of
New Hampshire and DartmouthHitchcock. Officials said it will
bring good jobs to Manchester
and give the state’s college graduates opportunities to work on
cutting edge biomedical research.
Both UNH Manchester and
DEKA are in Manchester’s Amoskeag Millyard, allowing for efficient communication and coordination, said University of New
Hampshire President Mark Hud-

dleston. He said the campus will
serve as the home of a cell culture
training facility for students and
workers from throughout the region.
“UNH has vibrant and extensive life sciences research, education and workforce development programs, with particular
strengths in cellular biology,
biomedical sciences and bioengineering. We are honored by this
recognition from the Department
of Defense for our leadership in
STEM education and workforce
development,” he said.
STEM is an acronym for science, technology, engineering
and mathematics.
The institute is the 12th manufacturing hub awarded by the
Obama administration. According to the White House, it will
develop techniques for repairing
and replacing cells in tissues,

possibly leading to the ability to make new skin for soldiers
scarred from combat and technology to preserve organs for those
waiting for transplants.
Beyond being economically
and scientifically important for
the state, the institute’s work will
be transformational for future organ transplant patients, said Dr.
James Weinstein, CEO and President of Dartmouth-Hitchcock.
He believes researchers will
develop ways to make tissue on
structured frameworks that could
be implantable within five years.
“It’s extremely important for
our veterans who lose limbs and
organs that we might be able to
make them new ones using stem
cells and 3-D printing,” he said.
“This is going to be foundational
and groundbreaking work for
the future of our country and our
world.”

FDA oks first treatment for rare genetic disorder
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – The Food
and Drug Administration on Friday approved the first treatment
for children and adults with spinal
muscular atrophy, a rare genetic
disorder marked by progressive
muscle weakness that’s the most
common genetic cause of death in
infants.

The agency that it approved the
drug, Spinraza, after granting it
fast-track status. It was developed
by Ionis Pharmaceuticals Inc. of
Carlsbad, California, and Biogen
Inc. of Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Biogen will market it.
The organization Cure SMA says
spinal muscular atrophy affects
about 1 in 10,000 babies, and about
1 in every 50 Americans is a genet-

ic carrier. The FDA noted the disorder, which affects the motor nerve
cells in the spinal cord, can impact
people of any age. Its symptoms
and rate of progression also vary.
Spinraza is injected into the fluid
surrounding the spinal cord. Biogen said that in a clinical study,
the drug brought about “meaningful improvement in motor function
compared to untreated study par-

ticipants.”
With the FDA approval, Ionis
will receive a $60 million milestone payment. It’s also in line
for royalties on Spinraza sales. It
shares rose $3.69, or 7 percent, to
$57.10 in after-market trading following the announcement of the
drug’s approval.
Biogen rose $9.47, or 3.3 percent, to $297.
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Growing number of
Americans are retiring
outside the U.S.
By Maria Zamudio
For The Associated Press
Newly widowed, Kay McCowen quit her job,
sold her house, applied for Social Security and retired to Mexico. It was a move she and her husband,
Mel, had discussed before he passed away in 2012.
“I wanted to find a place where I could afford to
live off my Social Security,” she said. “The weather
here is so perfect, and it’s a beautiful place.”
She is among a growing number of Americans
who are retiring outside the United States. The
number grew 17 percent between 2010 and 2015
and is expected to increase over the next 10 years
as more baby boomers retire.
Just under 400,000 American retirees are now
living abroad, according to the Social Security Administration. The countries they have chosen most
often: Canada, Japan, Mexico, Germany and the
United Kingdom.
Retirees most often cite the cost of living as the
reason for moving elsewhere said Olivia S. Mitchell, director of the Pension Research Council at the
University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.
“I think that many people retire when they are
in good health and they are interested in stretching
their dollars and seeing the world,” Mitchell said.
McCowen’s rent in Ajijic, a community outside
Guadalajara near Mexico’s Lake Chapala, is half
of what she was paying in Texas. And since the
weather is moderate, utility bills are inexpensive.
In some countries, Mitchell said, retirees also
may find it less expensive to hire someone to do
their laundry, clean, cook and even provide longterm care than in the United States.
McCowen has a community of other American
retirees nearby and has adjusted well.
But for others there are hurdles to overcome to
adjust to life in a different country.
Viviana Rojas, an associate professor at the University of Texas at San Antonio, says the biggest
obstacle is not speaking the language or knowing
the culture.
“Many of the people we interviewed said they
spoke Spanish, but they actually spoke very little
Spanish,” said Rojas, who is writing a book about
retirees in Mexico. “They didn’t have the capacity of speaking enough Spanish to meet their basic
needs like going to the doctor or to the store.”
Access to health care also can be a challenge.
While retirees still can receive Social Security
benefits, Medicare is not available to those living
abroad, Mitchell said.
Joseph Roginski, 71, says that while the cost of
living is higher in Japan, access to health care is not.
“Things are very expensive here. It is impossible to
live off Social Security alone,” said Roginski, who
was stationed in Japan in 1968. “But health insurance is a major factor in staying here.”
The former military language and intelligence
specialist said he pays $350 annually to be part of
Japan’s national health insurance. His policy covers 70 percent of his costs. The rest is covered by
a secondary insurance program for retired military
personnel.
Japan experienced biggest growth, 42 percent, of
American retirees than any other country between
2010 and 2014, according to data from the Social
Security Administration. The large U.S. military
presence in the country may be a factor.
There are more than 50,000 U.S. military servicemen and -women stationed in Japan. The presence is so large that in the island of Okinawa, the
U.S. military occupies about 19 percent of the area,
according to Ellis S. Krauss, professor emeritus of
Japanese politics and policy-making at the University of California, San Diego.
Roginski, who volunteers for the Misawa Air
Base Retiree Activities Office, said he helps connect more than 450 retirees and their families living
in Northern Japan with resources. He said he would
never move back to the United States.
“We have a real strong sense of security here,”
he said. “I can leave my door unlocked and no one
will take anything. When I go to another country I
feel nervous, but when I come back I feel like I’m
home.”
Mexico has become home for retired firefighter,
Dan Williams, 72, and his wife, Donna, 68. The
couple has been living near the same retirement
community in Lake Chapala for 14 years.
“The climate and the medical services are very
good,” Williams said.
Williams teaches painting to adults and children
and puts together a monthly magazine for the local
American Legion. He is also a member of the Lake
Chapala Society, which offers daily activities for
American retirees.
It was those same services that attracted McCowen to the region.
“Before moving, I found out how many widowed
and divorced women lived here,” she said. “There
is comfort in numbers.”
She says she loves being in a lively community.
“I see older people walking year round. I see
them all over the place even in their wheelchairs.
If they were in the U.S., they would probably be
in a nursing home,” she said. “I don’t think I could
move back.”
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JPS holds school ratings celebration
to honor A, B and C schools
Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson Public Schools recognized 16 schools
for achieving successful ratings of A, B, and C
based on the Mississippi statewide accountability model that measures school and district
performance. A reception and awards ceremony
was held December 19, 2016, in the JPS School
Board Meeting Room. Each principal was recognized and received an award to display in
their school’s trophy case.
A Schools
• Baker Elementary–Dr. Shauna NicholsonJohnson, principal
• Davis IB Elementary–Dr. Kathleen Grigsby, principal
• Power APAC Elementary–Dr. Marlynn
Martin, principal
• Bailey APAC Middle–Christi Hollingshead, principal
B Schools
• Brown Elementary–Courtney Sheriff, principal
• Isable Elementary–Dr. Micca Knox, principal
• Key Elementary–Dionne Woody, principal
• French Elementary–Roshonda Clark, principal
• Northwest Middle–Kevin Culver, principal
C Schools
• Dawson Elementary–Vicki Conley, principal
• McWillie Elementary–Dr. Sara Harper,
principal
• Casey Elementary–Rhoda Yoder, principal
• Clausell Elementary–Latoya Burge-Blackshear, principal
• Woodville Heights Elementary–Dr. Lynn
Horton, principal
• Lester Elementary–Delacy Bridges, principal
• Lee Elementary–Dr. Cynthia Veals, principal
The performance classification assigned to
a school or district is determined by two major factors: the percentage of students who are
performing at minimum, basic, proficient, and
advanced levels on state tests and the degree to
which student performance has improved over
time, based on an expected growth value for
the school. The results from the Achievement
Model and the Growth Model are combined to
assign performance classifications.
“Principals vary in strategy, temperament,
and leadership style, but the great ones have
four characteristics in common,” said Board
President Beneta Burt. “Great principals take
responsibility for school success. Great principals lead teaching and learning. Great principals hire, develop and retain excellent teachers.
Great principals build a strong school community.Your leadership is a model for other principals to follow.”
“My message to teachers is one of inspiration:
we can’t do this work without them, and we can’t
do this work without you,” said Interim Superintendent Freddrick Murray addressing the school
and district administrators in attendance.

Interim Superintendent Freddrick Murray, left, Board President Beneta Burt, center, and the chief academic officers of elementary and middle schools presented awards to principals of A, B and C rated JPS schools.

www.mississippilink.com

JPS Scholars Of
The Week For
December 16

Mississippi Link Newswire
The “Scholar of the Week” program
highlights great students in Jackson
Public Schools who are achieving
great things. Each scholar demonstrates leadership skills, a positive attitude, exemplary behavior and commitment to achieving their academic
goals.
Elementary

A rated schools

Young

JaQuavion Young is a fifth-grader
honor roll and Open Doors student at
George Elementary. His principal describes him as a respectful, responsible and hardworking scholar. He also
loves helping his younger siblings.
JaQuavion is a member of the Mississippi Lions Youth Football team and
dreams of playing football for an NFL
team.
Middle

B rated schools

Hooks

Aquarianna Hooks is a seventh
grader at Whitten Middle School. She
is a member of the school’s TAP (Talk
About the Problems) Peer Mediation)
Club. Aquarianna is also a cheerleader
and sings in the school choir. Her favorite part of TAP mediating is being
able to help her friends and peers to
solve their problems and helping them
to avoid suspension if they get in a
fight. Aquarianna plans to become a
doctor or psychiatrist.
C rated schools

High

Power APAC receives high honors
from the Arts Schools Network
Mississippi Link Newswire
Power Academic and Performing Arts
Complex has been designated a 20162018 Exemplary School by Arts Schools
Network, the nation’s largest professional membership organization of specialized arts schools. Created to highlight
a school’s commitment to excellence,
this designation is presented to an Arts
Schools Network member school in recognition of its efforts to evaluate strategically its purpose, operations, and educational programs.
“It is indeed an honor to be awarded
a two-year recognition for the second
time as an Arts Schools Network Exemplary School of Distinction,” said Power
APAC Principal Marlynn Martin. “As
a school and community, we are celebrating being recognized by some of
the world’s best arts performers, artists,
administrators, and organizations from
around the world.”
According to a press release, the Art
Schools Network’s Exemplary School
honor signifies that Power APAC has
successfully completed a self-evaluation
in the following areas: strengths, areas for improvement, consistency with

Dr. Marlynn Martin, center, holds the Arts Schools Network Exemplary School of
Distinction Award. Power APAC arts faculty and students join her in celebrating the
prestigious recognition.
school-wide or program purposes, aspirations, and future challenges.
“Setting high standards is a priority,
and continually evaluating our purpose,
operation and striving for the development of personal growth potentials of
faculty, staff and students is key to our
being recognized,” said Martin. “This
prestigious award and others are indicative of our commitment and collaborative goal to achieve excellence in teaching the arts with academics and nurturing
our students to strive for mountaintops

in all that they do and say.”
Power APAC has consistently
achieved the Mississippi Department of
Education’s highest performance rating
and has maintained its A-rating for the
current school year. The school serves
approximately 600 students in grades
4–12 in academics and the performing
arts. The school has received a number
of awards and honors for achievements
in both areas, including:
• Mississippi Association of Partners
in Education Partnership Excellence

Award for five consecutive years
• 2015 Yale Distinguished Arts Award
• 2013 Mississippi Department of
Education Title I Distinguished School
Award
• 2011 John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts National School of Distinction in Arts Education
• 2010 Mississippi Alliance for Arts
Education School of Excellence/Arts
Program Award
• 2010 JPS Golden Achievement
Award
• 2003 U.S. Department of Education
Blue Ribbon Award
Art Schools Network is dedicated
to providing teachers, administrators,
and arts schools’ leaders with quality
resources, support, professional development, and networking opportunities.
For more than 35 years, the organization has offered informational and inspirational programs, communications,
and services, and helped arts educators
share best practices, experiences, and
expertise.
Learn more about the Arts Schools
Network at www.artsschoolsnetwork.
org.

Mannery

Joshua Mannery is a bright, outspoken senior at Murrah High School
where he serves as the 2016-2017
Student Body President. An avid
reader and academic standout Joshua
is a member of the Murrah Debate
team, National Honor Society, president of Kappa League, Mock Trial
Team captain and Pleiades Creative
Writing Club.
After Joshua joined Murrah’s
Over 30 Club by scoring a 32 on the
ACT, he decided to hold free ACT
prep workshops and tutoring sessions to help students who wanted
to increase their ACT scores. He is
currently being recruited by schools
such as Princeton, Yale, Notre Dame,
Harvard and Columbia. Joshua’s
future plans include increasing his
own ACT score, attending Columbia
University and then Harvard Law
School.

EDUCATION
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Alcorn graduates part ways at inaugural
Fall Commencement Convocation
Mississippi Link Newswire
Reaching the end of the college experience can send new
alumni into a tailspin of emotions. On one hand, graduates
feel a sense of accomplishment
after completing a challenging
four years of studying, papers,
research and finals. But on the
other hand, they realize that
the days of hanging with their
friends around campus and at
school events are coming to a
close. Fayette, Mississippi native Amber Harried, who graduated Summa Cum Laude and
earned a bachelor’s degree in
biology, felt these emotions as
she walked across the stage to
receive her degree.
“Graduation is bitter sweet
because I shall part from my
friends and my collegiate passions, and soon immerse myself in new endeavors,” said
Amber. “However, I feel exhilaration at the very thought of

Thompson
walking across that stage and
receiving the fruit of my work
over the past years. I am definitely looking forward to being
an alumni of one of the nation’s
best historically black colleges
and universities.”
Amber was one of many
graduates who participated in
Alcorn State University’s inaugural Fall Commencement

Convocation Dec. 9 in the
Davey L. Whitney HPER Complex. Global hair care leader at
Procter & Gamble Rukeyser S.
Thompson delivered the commencement speech during the
ceremony.
Thompson began her speech
by acknowledging the students’
place in Alcorn’s history by
being the first fall graduating

class. She also praised them for
their decision to pursue their
educations at the university.
“You are special because
you are the first fall graduating class that Alcorn has ever
had,” said Thompson. “You all
are talented, tenacious and dynamic, and now, you are alumni
of the greatest and oldest Afrocentric, land-grant institution
in America. When you stood
beneath the shades of these giant trees and where fanned by
a balmy southern breeze, your
great minds couldn’t help but
be born. Education is what you
sought, and you chose Alcorn
State University. For that reason, I am proud of you.”
One thing that the students
got from Thompson’s speech
was to always remember what
it took for them to reach such
an incredible milestone.
“Some people aren’t fortunate enough to complete this

journey, so what you have done
by dedicating yourselves and
staying committed despite the
challenges is an amazing accomplishment. Never forget
the journey you took to get
here. Never forget the wonderful things that you experienced
because it built perseverance in
you. It built resilience, so you
should pause for this moment
and acknowledged just how
wonderful you are.”
As Thompson addressed the
graduates, she reflected on her
own educational journey and
how she managed to survive
the tough times. She overcame
them and motivated the graduates to do the same when faced
with adversity.
“When you set your goals
high, even when you fall,
you’re still elevated. Always
believe in yourself. When you
leave here, some of you will
find jobs and others will go to

Honor Students Organization
participate in holiday charity events
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Office of Pre-Professional and Honors Curriculum
Programs’ students spent the remainder of the semester spreading cheer to others in honor of
the holiday season.
The Honor Students Organization volunteered and donated
items to local agencies in Claiborne and Jefferson counties
for their annual service projects.
The students began their
journey Dec. 3 when they volunteered at the Cultural Crossroads Christmas Market Place
Bazar. The Bazar is an annual
event that showcase local residents’ unique handmade gifts,
artwork and crafts.
The students volunteered to

The Honor Students Organization volunteered and donated items
to local agencies in Claiborne and Jefferson counties for their annual service projects.
clean the center’s storage room,
organize and sell items at the
event.
They continued their jour-

ney by donating 38 coats and
jackets to children and adults
in Claiborne County. The donations were delivered to the Mis-

sissippi Cultural Crossroads
Center Dec. 8. The organization also presented a check to
the Jefferson County Library to
purchase a new mini tablet. The
library will award a child in the
community with the tablet. The
students then made their way to
the Jefferson County Nursing
Home to donate 75 bottles of
body wash to the tenants.
Khadijah Muhammad, who
was one of the student volunteers, used the opportunity to
showcase her special greeting cards. She expressed how
thankful she was for the opportunity and the people who supported her work.
“Handcrafted designs are so
much more meaningful, and are
sure to leave a stamp on your

loved ones’ heart for a lifetime,”
said Khadijah. “Thank you to
everyone who showed love and
supported my designs.”
Wandra Arrington, honor student organization advisor and
assistant director of the Honors Curriculum Program, expressed her appreciation for the
students’ hard work in bringing
smiles to the faces of others.
“Alcorn’s honor students
participated in these projects by
volunteering their time to local
agencies to support and spread
happiness to families during
the holiday season,” said Arrington. “By participating in
these activities, students gain
a sense of generosity, responsibility, ownership and community engagement.”

Alcorn’s Delta Mu Delta International Business
Honor Society inducts six new members
Mississippi Link Newswire
Standout business administration students at Alcorn State University earned
membership into a select society for their
awesome academics and charity work.
Six members were inducted into Alcorn’s Zeta XI Chapter of the Delta Mu
Delta International Business Honor Society. The newest members are Denika
Bolden, Wilfredo Crespo, Kiera Jacobs,
Jerry James, Jamee Smith and Jasmine
Cruz.
Delta Mu Delta is a business honor
society that recognizes and encourages
academic excellence of students at qualifying colleges and universities to create a
community that fosters the well-being of
its individual members and business community through lifetime membership.

Beverly Adams, director of Student
Services for Alcorn’s School of Business, believes that the new inductees are
well deserving of their latest accomplishment.
“I am very proud of the Delta Mu
Delta students for all of their accomplishments,” said Adams. “They do not
hesitate to take care of business and show
enthusiasm in everything they do.”
Adams said that being inducted will
increase the inductees’ chances of making connections that will help them in
their careers.
“The honor society offers networking
and job opportunities. The honor society
will also help the students get recognition for their excellent academics and
community service.”

Six members were inducted into Alcorn’s Zeta XI Chapter of the Delta Mu Delta International Business Honor Society. The newest members are Denika Bolden, Wilfredo
Crespo, Kiera Jacobs, Jerry James, Jamee Smith and Jasmine Cruz.

Student athletes collect and donate
clothing to homeless shelters
Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University’s student
athletes showed their holiday spirit by
helping the less fortunate.
The Student Athlete Advisory Committee hosted a clothing drive Dec. 15.
Student athletes spent the month of
December collecting clothing donations for the homeless. The donations
were taken to the Jefferson County
Comprehensive Health Center in Fayette, Mississippi.

Michelle Harper, coordinator of student athlete services in the Office of
Athletic Academic Enhancement and
Compliance, was impressed with the
students’ caring gesture.
“The student athletes showed their
generosity in helping others in need
this holiday season,” said Harper.
“They cheerfully donated clothing and
shoes to the community of Jefferson
County. It gives them the opportunity
to help individuals who are less fortu-

nate than themselves.”
Harper said that giving to the needy
was the student athletes’ way of thanking the community for supporting
them in their respective sporting competitions.
“It is important for student athletes
to give back to the communities that
support them. The student athletes
enjoy making a difference in people’s
lives and having a positive impact in
surrounding areas.”

graduate school. You’re going to have some wonderful
life experiences, and some experiences will not be so wonderful. Some people will say
some mean things to you, but
you will have the opportunity
to decide if you will give them
power over your life. Never let
anyone shake your confidence.
I need you to always believe in
yourself.”
Alcorn President Dr. Alfred
Rankins Jr. encouraged the students to always put forth their
best effort in whatever they decide to pursue.
“Do not let anyone tell you
that your degree from Alcorn is less than perfect,” said
Rankins. “You have the tools
you need to make an impact in
this world. All you have to do
is continue to work. If you keep
working hard and pushing forward, there is nothing that you
can’t accomplish.”

Woodrow Price
named Sherman
Avenue Elementary
School’s Teacher of
the Year

Price

Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University alumnus Woodrow Price is making a
difference in the lives of his peers
and students.
Price was named Sherman Avenue Elementary School’s Teacher of the Year Dec. 9. Price was
selected for the award by his coworkers and students.
As Price reflected on his days as
a youth who overcame challenges
to obtain his education, he realized how special his latest accomplishment really is.
“I am humbled to be Sherman
Avenue Elementary School’s
Teacher of the Year,” said Price.
“As a child, I failed 4th, 5th, 6th
and 7th grades, so to overcome
those hurdles and become teacher
of the year is the creator’s way of
telling me he is pleased with what
I am doing.”
For Price, being a positive role
model to his students makes his
job much easier.
“Knowing that I am making an
impact at Sherman Avenue makes
coming to work worthwhile. I will
continue to operate in the gifts
that I have been blessed with.”
Price plans to use the strength
of his award to enhance professional development and reading
skills in the students.
“I want to assist school administrators with providing professional development for teachers and
training to get assistant teachers
certified. Also, I want to continue
to be an advocate for children and
continue to instill in them the importance of reading.”

S U B S C R I B E TO DAY !

The Mississippi Link
For more information please call:

The Student Athlete Advisory Committee
hosted a clothing drive Dec. 15.

601-896-0084
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Welcoming 2017
By Rev. Marcus Cheeks
Special to The Mississippi Link
Happy New Year my
Brothers and Sisters in
Christ.
It is my esteemed
pleasure to greet you
during the close of
2016 and the opening
of 2017. What a blessing it is to share
another holiday season with family
and friends. It is my prayer you have
enjoyed great food, fine fellowship,
and faithful service while moving
through the Christmas season.
Celebrating the birth of Christ
brings about various forms of gatherings. Many annually participate in
Christmas parties, Christmas Cantatas, Christmas plays, early morning
services, candlelight services, and for
some, Christmas vacation. I pray each
moment of laughter and celebration
has been etched into your memories
for years to come.
Inasmuch as your holiday season
may have been filled with joy, there
are some who experienced just the
opposite. Instead of attending a party,
play, or church program, some were
required to celebrate the life of a loss
loved one. Others may have experienced depression, disappointment, and
desire due to the absence of love ones
who have passed away in previous
years. While some even experienced
the residual effect of faults and failures
because of various events that did not
go their way this year.
Whether your holiday experience
was positive or negative, crossing over
from one year to the next offers great

opportunity for new beginnings. In a
very personal way, the year of 2016
will be ever remembered as a “year of
pruning.” Just as a gardener seasonally
cuts back the growth of his plants to
allow new growth, God also prunes
our lives by cutting away elements
and allows us to experience new seasons of growth. With each element
that was trimmed, I found comfort and
control of my life through the Word of
God. It has been best said, “God is the
only being who can add and subtract
at the same time.” In a secular sense,
this statement is considered an oxymoron, a figure of speech in which
apparently contradictory terms appear
in conjunction. Spiritually, however,
this statement is justified through the
supernatural experiences of God.
Experiences designed to build trust,
strengthen faith, and dispel doubt.
Let’s not allow your yesterday to determine your tomorrow! The God that
has allowed trials and tribulations to
knock on your door is the same God
that stands next to you as you open
the door and guides you every step
of the way. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “I
alone know the plans I have for you,
plans to bring you prosperity and not
disaster, plans to bring about the future
you hope for (GNB).” As you move
into the year of 2017 be encouraged
to know, God has designed a plan
for you. To recognize and understand
God’s plan, we must seek him and
know hope is on the horizon.
Where intimacy of communion exists with God, He answers the call of
His children. We simply must continue
the effort of calling on the Lord with

the faith and expectation that He will
answer.
You may be wondering at this point;
how do we know the divine plan God
has for our lives; how do we understand His plan is at work even when
things may not be going our way; how
do we confirm that God has answered
our call for help?
First, we must be willing to accept
God’s discipline and patiently submit
to His will. John 14:15 reads, “If ye
love me, keep my commandments.”
One of the most difficult things to do is
remain obedient to God during times
of uncertainty. Continuing to pray,
when prayer appears not to be working can be difficult. Being a cheerful
giver when the coffers are running low
has its challenges. But remember God
has plans for you, so be obedient to
His Word.
Second, we must maintain an unwavering confidence in God. Notice
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “I know…!”
Verse 10 affirms that “I” is God. Because God knows everything, we must
remain confident. Confident in an omnipresent and omniscient God, a God
that is everywhere and knows everything. We know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according
to his purpose (Romans 8:28 KJV).
Finally, we must remain fervent (enthusiastic) in prayer. Faith is the key,
but prayer unlocks the door. What a
powerful statement designed to remind us of the importance of prayer
in knowing God’s will. Prayer is the
form of communication where God
confirms and affirms His plan for our

lives. Jeremiah 29:11 promises that
God has a design for our lives. However, it is prayer that gives us hope
for the future; a future that aligns our
desires to God’s will. Prayer may not
change your circumstances, but I am
confident it will change you amid your
circumstances.
The year 2017 has the potential to
be all that you ask and more. The question today is, are you willing to trust
Jeremiah 29:11? Are you willing to
accept and submit to God’s will, do
you have an unwavering confidence in
God’s ability to orchestrate your life,
and are you willing to pray to God for
divine direction and understanding?
In my view, what appears to be complex is rather simple. As you embark
upon and move through the new year,
commit to having a little talk with Jesus and watch him make everything all
right.
God bless you and have a joyous
and prosperous new year.
Marcus E. Cheeks is currently
serving as the pastor of True Light
M.B. Church located in the heart
of downtown Jackson. He was born
in Jackson, and currently resides in
Canton. He holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Tougaloo College, a
Master of Science Degree from Jackson State University, and is currently
a doctoral candidate at the University of Mississippi. He served as an
officer in the Mississippi Army National Guard for 11 years and is the
former executive director of Federal
Programs for the State of Mississippi
where he served 14 years as a state
level administrator.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Greater Fairview Missionary
Baptist Church, 2545 Newport
St., Jackson, will host its New
Year’s Eve “Saturday Night Live
Service” Dec. 31, from 8 p.m. – 10
p.m. Lannie Spann McBride and
the Greater Fairview Mass Choir
will be the entertainment. There
will also be praising, testifying,
shouting and laughing. For more
information, call 601-362-6447.
Rev. Vincent V. Russell is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church of God in
Christ, 3387 Medgar Evers Blvd.,
Jackson, will hold its 2017 New
Year Watch Night Service Dec. 31,
from 9:30 p.m. – 12:05 a.m., Jan.
1, 2017. For more information call
601-981-8569. Dr. Andrew Friday
Sr. is the pastor.
College Hill Missionary Baptist
Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson, will observe its normal worship hours on New Year’s Day, Jan.
1, 2017, beginning with 8:45 a.m.
Sunday School and 10 a.m. Sunday Service. For more information
call 601-355-2670. Dr. Michael T.
Williams is the pastor.

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245
Tunica St., Jackson, will host its
prayer, praise & preaching service
New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31, beginning
at 6 p.m. For more information call
601-969-3511 or visit www.mount- New Hope Baptist Church, 5202
nebochurch.com. Rev. John A. Watkins Dr., Jackson, will observe
Wicks Jr is the pastor.
its normal worship hours New Year’s

Day, Jan. 1, 2017. Services include:
8 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship service
and 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. For
more information call 601-3667002. Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor.
New Horizon Church, 1770 Ellis Ave., Jackson, will hold its New
Year’s Day services on Jan. 1, 2017.
Service times are 8 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
For more information visit www.nhcms.org or call 601-371-1427. Bishop Ronnie Crudup, Sr. is the pastor.
St. Paul A.M.E. Church, 816 Madison Ave., Madison, will observe
its New Year’s Day service Jan. 1,
2017, from 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
For more information call 601-8989610 or visit www.stpaulamemadison.org. Rev. Byram D. McKinzie is
the pastor.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

www.mississippilink.com

Message from
the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

“5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 1!” Happy
New Year!
This countdown is held
every year; and every year at
the stroke of midnight, voices harmoniously proclaim –
“Happy New Year!”
The arrival of the New Year means so
much to so many. Why, because it holds
dreams, accomplishments, good fortunes,
and a new chance at a better life.
For me and my siblings, we chose the
start of the New Year to say farewell to one
of the most phenomenal women to ever
walk the earth – our mother, Lenora Monix.
The date of her homegoing celebration was
Jan. 1, 2012.
Why the start of the New Year? That’s
simple – it was the start of a new life for
all of us and what better day to honor that
transition than on the day that begins a new
year.
I chose to share my family’s happenings
of New Year 2012 with you because that began the day of a new walk with God for each
of us. Now, I need you to think about that –
a new walk with God in the New Year! To
walk with God embeds in each of us a new
commitment to His word. Scripture tells us
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says
the Lord. “They are plans for good and not
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope
(Jeremiah 29:11).
We all know that God took the love of
our life and for a moment we felt despair
and thought that we couldn’t go on without
her, but God shouted to each of us, “Happy
New Year!” Because of the love that we
all shared, we were covered with a new
awakening – an awakening that our precious mother would no longer stand by us
physically, but was now a new creation and
would forever stand with us in our hearts.
Another scripture, 2 Corinthians 5:17
reads: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new.”
Each morning that we open our eyes, we
are given the gift of life from God. Each day
is a new day and for that we should always
praise him. So, as we proclaim our joy of
the New Year, let us always proclaim love
for each other and show mercy to our fellowman without ever being ashamed to
share God’s word with others.
Even though it is said the most on Jan.
1, we should always shout “Happy New
Year!” because each day gives us the opportunity to enjoy another walk and talk with
God, be it through our hardships, sadness
and/or celebrations.
Remember the verse that I often share
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for
news in and around the state of Mississippi,
would like to serve as your personal messenger to share your news and the news of
your places of worship.
To share your news contact Daphne M.
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com,
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livingston
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

S U B S C R I B E TO DAY !

The
Mississippi
Link
For more information please call:
601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net

www.mississippilink.com
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Kwanzaa season sponsored
by Women for Progress
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Please Make
Room For Jesus!

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
Women for Progress started the Kwanzaa
season Monday with the lighting of the candles representing the seven principles of basic
values of African culture.
The event was held at the Smith-Robertson
Museum, a sponsor along with the Greater
Jackson Arts Council.
Kwanzaa runs for seven days with events
and observances held in the city every day.
The first day Monday focused on the principle of Umoja, which is about unity of community.
“We are celebrating us as a people and our
survival,” said C. Leigh McInnis, who presided over the program with Angela D. Stewart.
Stewart said the African American community is treading through a lot of issues today.
“We have celebrated 50 years of Kwanzaa,”
she said. “We need to live by Kwanzaa principles every day.”
Primus Wheeler Jr., executive director of
the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation, was
the main speakers.
Elizabeth Carr introduced the speaker, saying he represents that principle through his
“pioneering spirit” and “dedication to anything he does.”
The Medical Mall Foundation has spearheaded several projects to bring growth and
prosperity to the area around the mall, bringing in housing developments and business

expansion. The health clinics there, started by
Dr. Aaron Shirley, whose influence Wheeler
acknowledged, serve more than 100,000 patients a year.
Wheeler, who grew up in the Delta, said his
father told him early on that he could either
“get an education or you can stay and work in
these cotton fields with us.” Wheeler said the
choice was clear.
Through the evening various people and
lit candles one by one while explaining
Kwanzaa’s Nguzo Saba, the seven principles
– Umoja (unity), Kujichagulia (self-determination), Ujima (collective work and responsibility), Ujamaa (cooperative economic), Nia
(purpose), Kuumba (creativity), and Imani
(faith).
Speakers addressed issues such as education, which Women for Progress advocates,
and support of each other in the community,
especially businesses.
“When we get bad service at a whiteowned business, some just go to another
white-owned business,” McInnis said.
“When we get bad service at a black-owned
business, we say ‘I’m not buying black anymore.’
“That’s self-hatred, something that needs
to be overcome.”
The event was capped off with food and
fellowship.
Stephanie R. Jones can be reached at srjones13@gmail.com or (601) 454-0372.

In the Gospel according to Luke in
Chapter 2 verse 7,
we read this: “And
she brought forth
her first born son,
and wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes, and laid Him
in a manger; because there was
no room for them in the inn.” Although our first picture of Jesus
is as a baby in a manger, it must
not be our last. The Christ child in
the manger has been made into a
beautiful Christmas scene, but we
cannot leave Him in that scene.
This tiny, helpless baby lived an
amazing life, died for us, ascended to Heaven and will come back
to this earth as King of kings.
To receive anything from God,
we must humble our heart in obedience to what God has shown us.
Have we made room for the Lord?
God does not force Himself on
anyone. If we want Him to abide
in us; then, we must make room
for Him. He will knock, but it will
be up to us to open the door and
invite Him to come into our lives.
He will not force the door open.
I am speaking about what door? I
am speaking about the door of our
hearts.
The enemy would love to sear
and destroy our conscience and
cause us to defect from the faith.
In the midst of all the trials, the
temptations and concerns, there

is hope and that hope is found in
Jesus Christ. I am so thankful that
God loves us. We need to keep
in mind; my friends, that we are
still human beings and that flesh
of ours is not going to come to the
house of God. That flesh of ours
does not want to kneel in prayer
and that flesh of our does not want
to read the Bible. That is where
the Spirit of God comes in to help
our spirit to overcome the things
of the flesh. Please make room for
Jesus.
If Jesus is going to dwell within
us, we are going to have to make
room for Him. Serving God is
more than just turning over a new
leaf. We must seek God with all
our heart. Jesus came into the
world to save men and women,
boys and girls from sin’s bondage.
When He saves men, He saves
them for service and to be witnesses for Him and for His cause.
Being faithful witnesses for Christ
today is so necessary.
As we can easily see, we live in
a world steeped in sin with ungodliness abounding on every side.
Our society is saturated with false
religions that believe and teach
that people must sin a little more
or less every day. The majority of
people feel it is impossible to live
above sin and corruption. However; in First John 3:9, we read,
“Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because he is born of God.” Being

born again and possessing God’s
Spirit gives men and women power to live sinless lives. Living pure
lives causes true Christianity to
shine brightly.
The Scripture says that while
Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have
the child. The latter part of verse
7 says, “…there was no room for
them in the inn.” What was really
going to happen to Jesus? It started from His birth and continues
through to the time in which we
live today. There was no room for
Him in the inn when He was born
into this world, there was no room
for Him in the hearts of those who
professed to be His own people,
and there is no room for Him in
the lives of many people yet today. The only place many of His
own people could find room for
Him was on the cross.
The world needs to see the true
light of Christ shinning in every
place. God is counting on each of
His children to be the faithful witness we need to be for Him. A lost
and dying world is waiting for us
and what we have to share.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church of
God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton
VA 23669. He is married to Velma
L. Green. He is a member of the
National Association of Evangelism Church of God, Anderson,
Ind. He serves as chairman of the
Southeastern Association of The
Church of God, Inc.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of December 29
SONGS

		

ARTISTS				

ALBUM

1. Made A Way			

Travis Greene

2. You Deserve It			

J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise

3. You’re Bigger			

Jekalyn Carr

4. God Provides			

Tamela Mann

5. Hold My Mule			

Shirley Caesar Featuring Albertina Walker & Milton Brunson

6. I Need You			

Donnie McClurkin

7. Hang On			

GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard

8. Winning			

Charles Jenkins

9. Better				Hezekiah Walker
10. Father Jesus Spirit		

Fred Hammond

To listen to snippets of these songs,
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

1750
www.nhcms.org

SUNDAY

Place your
church ad here.

Worship Services
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

For details call
601-896-0084
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EMPLOYMENT
Position Available
Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. is seeking a Program Director of the
Women Business Center of Mississippi (WBCM) managed by the Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA), to serve female entrepreneurs throughout
the state of Mississippi.
Position Summary:
Reporting to the CEO of the Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA),
the Program Director will have overall strategic and operational responsibility for
WBCM’s staff, programs, expansion and execution of its goals and milestones in
accordance with the direction and policies established by the MMBA.
Responsibilities:
Leadership, Management & Administration
• Ensure ongoing local programmatic excellence, rigorous program evaluation
and consistent quality of finance and administration, fundraising, communications, and systems; recommend timelines and resources needed to achieve the
strategic goals.
• Actively engage and energize WBCM volunteers, board members, event committees, alumni, partnering organizations, and funders.
• Lead, coach, develop and retain WBCM’s existing partnership team. Ensure
effective systems to track progress and regularly evaluate program components,
so as to measure successes that can be effectively communicated to the CEO of
the MMBA and its Board of Directors and funders.
• Provide general oversight of all WBCM activities, manages the day-to-day operations, and ensures a smoothly functioning, efficient organization.
• Ensures program quality and organizational stability through development and
implementation of standards and controls, systems and procedures, and regular
evaluation.
• Specifies accountabilities for management personnel (whether paid or volunteer) and evaluates performance regularly.
• Research and recommend most economical and beneficial solutions for Employee Benefit Package. • Ensures a work environment that recruits, retains and
supports quality staff and volunteers. Ensures process for selecting, development, motivating, and evaluating staff and volunteers is followed.
Financing:
• Promotes programs and services that are produced in a cost-effective manner,
employing economy while maintaining an acceptable level of quality.
• Oversee the fiscal activities of the organization including budgeting, reporting
and audit.
• Works with the CEO of the MMBA to ensure financing to support short and
long-term goals.
• Manage organization’s budget, in partnership with CEO of the MMBA, Board
Treasurer and Board ChairNice-Chair.
Fundraising & Communications:
• Research and create on-going ideas for generating revenue (i.e. both long-term
and short term, with an immediate emphasis on short term).
• Expand local revenue generating and fundraising activities to support existing
program operations and regional expansion.
• Deepen and refine all aspects of communications, from web presence to external, relations with the goal of creating a stronger brand.
• Seek funding from corporations, agencies, foundations and other funding sources.
• Use external presence and relationships to garner new opportunities.
Community Relations:
• Facilitates the integration of WBCM into the fabric of the community by using
effective marketing and communications activities.
• Acts as an advocate, within the public and private sectors, for issues relevant to
WBCM, its services, and constituencies.
• Listens to clients, volunteers, donors, and the community in order to improve
services and generate community support and involvement.
Additional responsibilities may be defined during the course of employment.
Physical Demands/Working Conditions:
• This position has full responsibility for WBCM operations. Handles detailed,
complex concepts and problems, balances multiple tasks simultaneously, and
makes rapid decisions regarding administrative issues.
• Plans and implements programs. Establishes strong and appropriate relationships with the MMBA Board of Directors, committees, volunteers, staff, funders,
and clients.
• Develops smooth and constructive relationships with executive colleagues, outside agencies, organizations and individuals.
• Plans and meets deadlines. Maintains a flexible work schedule to meet the
demands of executive management. Hours may be irregular.
• Conveys a professional and positive image and attitude regarding WBCM and
demonstrates commitment to continued professional growth and development.
Qualifications:
A Bachelor’s Degree is required with a minimum of 5 years’ experience in program management. Demonstrable experience and other qualifications include:
• Unwavering commitment to quality programs and data-driven program evaluation.
• Excellence in organizational management with the ability to coach staff, manage, and develop high-performance teams, set and achieve strategic objectives,
and manage a budget.
• Strong marketing, public relations, and fundraising experience with the ability to
engage a wide range of stakeholders and cultures.
• Strong written and verbal communication skills: a persuasive and passionate
communicator with excellent interpersonal and multidisciplinary project skills.
• Action-oriented, entrepreneurial, adaptable, and innovative approach to business planning.
• Ability to work effectively in collaboration with diverse groups of people.
• Passionate, integrity, positive attitude, mission-driven, and self-directed.
How to apply:
Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest with salary expectations
and an updated resume to smichaelmmba.us. Resumes accepted until 5:00 P.M.
on Tuesday, January 10, 2017.
12/15/2016 12/22/2016 12/29/2016 1/05/2017

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!
Unique Dedicated Fleet!
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, Full Benefits!
1yr Class-A CDL Call: 1-855-856-7985

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • 11

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, JANURARY 11, 2016,
AT 12:00 P.M. IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM.
105) OF THE WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT
STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.
• APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
• NEW BUSINESS
• CASE NO. 2016-43, REQUEST BY: KIM BROWN (APPLICANT:
JEFF DAVIS) TO MAKE EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS TO REPAIR
DAMAGED SIDING AT 1246 SAINT ANN STREET, LOCATED IN
THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
• CASE NO. 2016-44, REQUEST BY: MARGARET HAWTHORNE
IS REQUESTING TO INSTALL A 2FT. RETAINER WALL AND
BACK FILL IT WITH DIRT TO INSTALL A CHAIN LINK FENCE ON
THE CREEK BANK AT 2314 MARGARET W. ALEXANDER DRIVE
, LOCATED IN THE MEDGAR EVERS HISTORICAL DISTRICT.

• CASE NO. 2016-45, REQUEST BY: MALCOM WHITE & KARA
NORRIS (APPLICANT: JOHN WEAVER) TO MAKE EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS TO FRONT PORCH OF HOME BY ADDING RAILING
AND WIDING EXISTING DRIVEWAY FOR EASIER ACCESS AND
MORE ROOM AT 755 GILLESPIE STREET, LOCATED IN THE
BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
• CASE NO. 2016-46, REQUEST BY: RUFFIN LOWERY (APPLICANT: CARSON WALKER) TO REPLACE WINDOWS INCLUDING INSTALLATION OF CREVAN DORMER WINDOW AND ADD
SQUARE FOOTAGE ON THE BACK OF HOME AT 1446 SAINT
ANN STREET LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL DISTRICT.
• CASE NO. 2016-47, REQUEST BY: NANCY J FYKE (APPLICANT:
THOMAS JOEL FYKE, TO MAKE EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS AND
REPAIR, REMODELING OF AN ADDITION, AND RENOVATION
OF AN ACCESSORY STRUCTURE AT 1335 LINDEN PLACE, LOCATED IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORICAL DISTRICT.
• OTHER ITEMS
• ADJOURN

12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

LEGAL

LEGAL
Legal Notice

Dear Property Owner:
At its regular meeting on December 13, 2016, the City Council of Jackson Mississippi adopted a resolution setting an election to reauthorize the Downtown
Jackson Business Improvement District (BID). In accordance with Section 21,
Chapter 43 of Mississippi Code, the election will be conducted by the City Clerk
through mailing of ballots, giving required notices and counting votes.
The election date has been set for Tuesday, January 17, 2017. As an owner, you
are entitled to vote on this issue. A ballot and a copy of the BID Plan are attached.
All ballots must be returned to the City Clerk’s Office by 5:00 pm on January 17,
2017.

We, the partners of BRAVO!, L.P. intend to make an application for a Caterer’s
permit, for on-premise retailer permit holders as provided by the Local Option
Alcoholic Beverage Control Laws, Section 67-1-1, et seq., of the Mississippi
Code of 1972, Annotated. If granted such permit, we propose to operate as a
partnership under the trade name of BRAVO! Italian Restaurant & Bar, located
at 4500 I-55 North, Ste. 244 Highland Village, Jackson, MS of Hinds County. The
name(s), title(s) and address(es) of the owner(s)/partners/corporate officer(s)
and/or majority stockholder(s)/member(s)/trustee of the above named business
are: Jeffrey E. Good, Partner, 1045 Avondale Street, Jackson, MS 39216 and
Daniel J. Blumenthal, Partner, 1930 Northside Drive, Jackson, MS 39211.

The BID Plan will be adopted upon written ballot approval by 60% of the participating eligible property owners in the district, with votes weighted in proportion
to the amount of the assessment against the property. You will be notified of the
results of the election by the City Clerk.

If any person wishes to request a hearing to object to the issuance of this permit
a request for a hearing must be made in writing and received by the Department
of Revenue within fifteen (15) days from the first date this notice was published.
Requests shall be sent to:

Sincerely,

Chief Counsel, Legal Division
Department of Revenue
P.O. Box 22828 		
Jackson, MS 39225

Kristi Moore
City Clerk
12/29/2016 1/5/2017

Date of First Publication: December 22, 2016. This the 20th day of December,
2016.

LEGAL

12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

NOTICE OF ELECTION
On December 13, 2016, at its regular meeting, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi adopted a resolution authorizing a special election regarding a plan to
establish a business improvement district in downtown Jackson pursuant to Mississippi Code Annotated, as amended, Section 21-43-101, et seq. The election
date has been set for Tuesday, January 17, 2017. Owners of property located
in the area for the proposed business improvement district are entitled to vote
on this issue. A ballot and a copy of the proposed plan are being published and
provided for review. All ballots must be marked, signed and submitted by the
eligible property owner, as required by State Law. The ballot shall be placed in a
sealed envelope and may be returned via mail or delivered in person to the City
Clerk’s Office by 5:00 p.m. on January 17, 2017, which is the date designated
on the ballot.

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
SIGN VARIANCE FOR CIRCLE K
THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR CIRCLE K TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 AT 10:00 A.M.
IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS &
LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Pursuant to State Law, the votes shall be weighted in proportion to the amount
of the assessment against the property. The weighted proportion of an individual
property owner is limited to a maximum of one-third of the total votes cast. For
example if the total square footage of property in the district is 1000 sq. ft. and a
property owner has 100 sq. ft., then he would have a weighted proportion of 10%
(100/1,000 x 100).
Under the proposed plan, property owners will be assessed $0.11 per gross foot
of buildings and unimproved real estate.
Property owners will be notified of the results of the election by the City Clerk’s
Office. For adoption, the plan has to be approved by 60% of the participating eligible property owners in the district. The plan will be in effect for a ten-year period
beginning January 1, 2017.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 601-960-1035.

12/22/2016 12/29/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
SIGN VARIANCE BANCORP SOUTH
THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL WILL CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING ON
THE SIGN VARIANCE FOR BANCORP SOUTH TO RECEIVE CITIZEN INPUT IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 2017 AT 10:00 A.M.
IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS AT THE CITY HALL BUILDING, 219 SOUTH
PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MS, 39201. INTERESTED CITIZENS
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. PLEASE CONTACT THE SIGNS & LICENSE DIVISION (601) 960-1154 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

12/29/2016 1/5/2017

Office
Space
for Rent

12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: Sign-On Bonus & Paid Orientation!
Low-cost Insurance, Holiday & Vacation
Pay, 401k, CDL Class-A Call to start your
career with Averitt: 855-779-2818
12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/29/2016

Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)
2659 Livingston Road
Jackson, MS 39213
2500 Square Feet
Call: 601-209-9199

12/22/2016 12/29/2016
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LEGAL
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR PARKING FACILITY MANAGEMENT
AT JACKSON MEDGAR WILEY EVERS
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
JMAA PROJECT NO. 013-17
12/28/2016
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals
(“Proposal”) for Parking Facility Management (“Services”), Patron Shuttle
Services for designated areas, and an option for Ground Transportation
“Starter” Services, in support of managing and operating the designated
parking areas at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA,
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3
p.m. (CST) on January 31, 2017 (the “Deadline”).
JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request
for Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices
of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP,
General Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of
the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. Robin Byrd,
JMAA’s Procurement Manager, as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com
or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.
JMAA will hold a Pre- Submittal Conference at 2:00 p.m. (CST) on January
10, 2017, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main
Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport,
100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Submittal Conference is highly encouraged for all those interested in submitting
bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work and persons seeking opportunities
to provide work as a Sub-Contractor. The benefits of attendance include
networking opportunities between Prime Contractors and Sub-Contractors,
as well as the opportunity to be on a list of contacts that will be published
to interested parties as part of the minutes from the Pre-Bid Conference;
review of the plans and specifications; and a site visit of the area covered
in the scope of work. No site visits will be scheduled other than the one
provided during the Pre-Bid conference. The Disadvantage Business Enterprise (DBE) established participation goal is 35% for this RFP.
Based on the Proposals, JMAA will select a maximum of three (3) Respondents with whom to enter into negotiations to provide the Services. JMAA
will initiate negotiations with the Respondents ranked first on the list. If such
negotiations fail to produce an agreement in form and content, satisfactory
to JMAA, within a reasonable period of time, then JMAA may reject the
first-ranked Respondent. In that event, JMAA will follow the same process
with the other Respondents, in the order of their ranking, until a Respondent agrees to and enters into an agreement satisfactory to JMAA.JMAA
reserves the right to: (1) reject any and all Proposals, for any reason, any
time before execution of a contract with a Respondent selected by JMAA to
perform the Services and (2) waive any and all informalities and irregularities in the selection process.

At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID
6075 Old Canton Rd

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

C A N T O N
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

12/29/2016 1/5/2017

Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

Adoption

Miscellaneous

Services-Medical

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

PASS
C o m p u t e r3.792
s
x4

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-5830945
AS SEEN ON

TV

®

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368
Saving a Life from a potential catastrophe
EVERY 10 MINUTES

Employment- General
ENTRY LEVEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR CAREER. Get Trained - Get
Certified - Get Hired! Bulldozers,
Backhoes and Excavators. Immediate lifetime job placement. VA benefits. 1-866362-6497.
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

Save Your Steps And
Check Your Newspaper
For The Best Sales
AS SEEN ON

TV

Though there is a lot of competition, newspapers are the
number one form of advertising that Mississippi residents
have used in the past month to make a purchasing
decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016). Why not save your
steps and check the sales in your paper first!

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-513-0368

It makes sense for smart business advertising to be
where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

48 Web
3.556 x 4

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi
Link
3.792 x 6
please call: 601-896-0084

Services-General
DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months. No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-2156713
DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL
1-800-319-2526.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in approximately 100 Mississippi newspapers by
calling 601-981-3060.

SHOUT
OUT!

Services-Legal

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
from a potential
yourcatastrophe
application today! Call Bill Gordon
E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

Saving a Life
EVERY 10 MINUTES

DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-5407364.

but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.®

®

To Place- Life
YourAlert
Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.
MediaBids
I Live Alone

Services-Medical

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
but I’m never alone.
v e nLife
t s Alert.®
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
IEhave
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health coverage changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offerAS SEEN ON
®
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer! FREE BATThough there is a lot of competition, newspapers are the
TERIES for Life! Call to start your free
number one form of advertising that Mississippi residents
trial! month
855-701-0210
in the past
to make a purchasing
For ahave
FREEused
brochure
call:
GOT June
KNEE
PAIN?
PAIN?
decision. (Pulse Research,
2016).
Why notBACK
save your
a pain-relieving
steps and check SHOULDER
the sales PAIN?
in yourGetpaper
first!
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
It makes sense for Patients
smart business
advertising
to be
call Health
Hotline Now!
1-800971-0493
where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!
OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.
WE TAKE FUN SERIOUSLY!
No
tanks to refill. No deliveries. The Allwww.mschildrensmuseum.org
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
To order your advertising callFAA
Sue atapproved!
601-981-3060 orFREE
email info
shicks@mspress.org
kit: 888-9640893
F o r S a l e 46 Web STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE3.33 x 4
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery, Canadian and International pharmacy,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new compare prices and get $25 off your first
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800- prescription!
3.556 x 6 Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
231-8360. www.pews1.com

Save Your Steps And
Check Your Newspaper
For The Best Sales

TV

1-800-513-0368

Mississippi Press Services

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!
To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.
STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of December 25, 2016

NATIONAL
www.mississippilink.com
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AP’s top 10 news stories of 2016
The turbulent U.S. election was the overwhelming pick for the top news story of 2016, according to The Associated Press’ annual poll of U.S. editors and news directors. The top 10 results:

1

2

U.S. Election

This year’s top story traces back to June 2015, when Donald Trump descended an escalator
in Trump Tower, his bastion in New York City, to announce he would run for president. Widely viewed as a long shot, with an unconventional campaign featuring raucous rallies and
pugnacious tweets, he outlasted 16 Republican rivals. Among the Democrats, Hillary Clinton beat back an unexpectedly strong challenge from Bernie Sanders, and won the popular
vote over Trump. But he won key Rust Belt states to get the most electoral votes, and will
enter the White House with Republicans maintaining control of both houses of Congress.

5

6

Attacks on police

Ambushes and targeted attacks on police officers in the U.S. claimed at least 20 lives. The
victims included five officers in Dallas working to keep the peace at a protest over the fatal
police shootings of black men in Minnesota and Louisiana. Ten days after that attack, a man
killed three officers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. In Iowa, two policemen were fatally shot in
separate ambush-style attacks while sitting in their patrol cars.

Democratic party email leaks

Confounding pollsters and oddsmakers, Britons voted in June to leave the European Union,
triggering financial and political upheaval. David Cameron resigned as prime minister soon
after the vote, leaving the task of negotiating an exit to a reshaped Conservative government led by Theresa May. Under a tentative timetable, final details of the withdrawal might
not be known until the spring of 2019.

Blacks killed by police

8
4

Across the globe, extremist attacks flared at a relentless pace throughout the year. Among
the many high-profile attacks were those that targeted airports in Brussels and Istanbul,
a park teeming with families and children in Pakistan, and the seafront boulevard in Nice,
France, where 86 people were killed when a truck plowed through a Bastille Day celebration.
In Iraq alone, many hundreds of civilians were killed in repeated bombings.

Brexit

7
3

Worldwide extremist attack

Hacked emails, disclosed by WikiLeaks, revealed at-times embarrassing details from Democratic Party operatives in run-up to Election Day, leading to the resignation of Democratic
National Committee chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz and other DNC officials. The CIA later
concluded that Russia was behind the DNC hacking in a bid to boost Donald Trump’s chances of beating Hillary Clinton.

Aleppo

One day apart, police in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, fatally shot Alton Sterling after pinning
him to the ground, and a white police officer shot and killed Philando Castile during a traffic
stop in a suburb of Minneapolis. Coming after several similar cases in recent years, the killings rekindled debate over policing practices and the Black Lives Matter movement.

Pulse nightclub massacre
Repeated cease-fire negotiations failed to halt relentless warfare among multiple factions.
With Russia’s help, the government forces of President Bashar Assad finally seized rebelheld portions of the city of Aleppo, at a huge cost in terms of deaths and destruction.

9 Supreme court 10

The worst mass shooting in modern U.S. history unfolded on Latin Night at the Pulse, a gay
nightclub in Orlando. The gunman, Omar Mateen, killed 49 people over the course of three
hours before dying in a shootout with SWAT team members. During the standoff, he pledged
allegiance to the Islamic State.

After Justice Antonin Scalia’s death in
February, President Obama nominated
Merrick Garland, chief judge of the U.S.
Court of Appeals, to fill the vacancy. However, majority Republicans in the Senate
refused to consider the nomination, opting
to leave the seat vacant so it could be filled
by the winner of the presidential election.
Donald Trump has promised to appoint a
conservative in the mold of Scalia.

Hillary Clinton’s
emails

Amid the presidential campaign, the FBI
conducted an investigation into Clinton’s
use of a private computer server to handle
emails she sent and received as secretary of
state. FBI Director James Comey criticized
Clinton for carelessness but said the bureau
would not recommend criminal charges.
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Buzzer beater, missed free throws, three pointers, Oh My!
By Tim Ward
chopitupsports.com
What a first day for the annual JPS/Pepsi Holiday Tournament! Teams came out battling
hard showing no Christmas rust.
Many of the teams hadn’t played
a real game in about a week, so
the opportunity to go against real
competition was something the
teams craved.
The day started with simultaneous games being played. At
Lanier High School, Terry high
school, led by Mississippi State
signee, Nyah Tate defeated the
Wingfield Lady Falcons 61 to
39. Meanwhile, at Murrah, Callaway’s girls were battling with
Warren Central. The game went
back and forth until the 4th quarter when Callaway pulled away
for good. Tenacious defense
forced Warren Central into committing turnovers. Callaway won
51 to 40.
Callaway’s boys also played
Warren Central. Tanarrio Ransburgh, Kassim Nicholson, and
John Knight paced the Chargers
to a 70 to 51 victory over the Vikings. Callaway controlled the
game throughout. Ransburgh got

Canesha Stamps drives past a Murrah defender
hot in the 3rd quarter putting on
a one man three point showcase,
but his teammate John Knight
brought the crowd to its feet with
a breakaway dunk while he getting fouled.
Arguably the best game of
the day was the 4 p.m. game.
Terry versus Wingfield. Boys
Game. The game was back and
forth providing everything a fan
craves. Three point shooting,
dunks, defense, and pressure
packed situations. Terry came
out the gates sluggish. Wingfield,
coached by Spencer Gatlin, took
advantage. The Falcons surged to
the lead quickly in the first half.

Marc Evans of Forest Hill shoots a floater

Terry continued to dwindle the
lead down. After halftime, Terry
came out with more energy, catapulting to a 10 point lead. KenTarri Taylor was money from
behind the arc. Fast forward to
the 4th quarter. Wingfield starts
to make a rally. Alfonzo Green,
Robert Washington, and football
quarterback sensation, LaAndre
Thomas brought the falcons back.
Rebounding, stealing passes, getting fouled, frustrated Terry. The
one bad thing from the game was
the free throw shooting by both
teams. It is said pressure burst
pipes. Missed free throws would
come back to haunt both teams.

Under 10 seconds to go, Wingfield has completed the comeback to take the lead. Terry has
to inbound the ball from other
side of the gym. KenTarri Taylor
races the ball down court, double teamed the entire way. He’s
looking for a teammate. Clock
is ticking. Jimmy Burse gets the
pass, shoots, missed! Players everywhere jumping, bounding the
backboard. Terry misses another
shot, crowd on its feet, some
screaming “foul!” clock is down
to 0.6 seconds. KenTarri Taylor
gets one last chance to tip the ball
in with 0.3 seconds left. His tip
is good! Terry wins at the buzzer.

Good game by both teams. Terry
edges Wingfield 68 to 67.
Jim Hill’s Lady Tigers locked
up with the girls defending JPS/
PEPSI tournament champion,
Holmes County Central. The
Lady Jaguars also won the 5a
state championship last season.
Jim Hill suffocated Holmes
County defensively. When they
weren’t attacking on the defensive end, they were running
on the offensive end. Holmes
County graduated more than 6
seniors from last year’s championship team and they needed
them against Jim Hill. Coach
Jacqueline Ross did not let her
Lady Tigers take it easy. Pedal to
the medal. Nakeisha Holcomb,
led the way for Jim Hill as they
cruised to a 67 to 36 victory.
The final game of the day at
Murrah was a boys’ game featuring Jim Hill and Murrah. What
Jim Hill lacked in size, they made
up for with hustle. Quindarius
Gibson’s relentless hustle, gave
Jim Hill the toughness needed in
the paint. When Gibson wasn’t
attacking, it was his teammate;
Keelen Martin had his back. The
duo pounded the boards all night.

On paper, Murrah was a clear favorite. Size, speed, and playmaking ability were all in favor of the
Mustangs. But they don’t play
the game on paper. Jim Hill’s
defense would not back down.
The game became a mental game
down the stretch. Players would
get fouled but could not convert
the free throws.
Murrah had the ball with 6.1
seconds left. Jonas James II
dribbles up midcourt, 3.7 seconds left, he passes to his teammate, Adam Wallace who takes
two dribbles and goes up for the
game winner. Gibson and Martin converge on him. Shot is no
good. Murrah wants a foul, Jim
Hill collects the rebound as the final horn sounds. Tiger fans cheer
while Mustang fans are shocked
that a foul wasn’t called. Jim Hill
wins 57 to 56.
In other action at Lanier. Forest
Hill’s girls defeated Provine 42 to
32. Perhaps the biggest upset of
the day, Crystal Springs defeated
Provine’s boys in overtime 70 to
69. The Lady Bulldogs protected
homecourt defeating Natchez 41
to 36. Holmes County Central’s
boys won 68 to 55 over Lanier.

Nation’s number 1 running
back chooses Florida State

Akers

Akers selects Florida State

By Tim Ward
chopitupsports.com
In front of a crowd of family
and friends, Cam Akers ended the
speculation of where he would be
attending college. Six hats lie on
the table in front of Akers with his
family behind him: Ole Miss, LSU,
Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama and
Florida State.
Akers briefly spoke for a moment, acknowledging God, family, coaches, etc. With the world
watching him, the 6’0,” 215 pound
senior quarterback from Clinton
reached over and put on the Florida
State hat. Cheers from Tallahassee,
home of Florida State, were probably heard.
Akers with his calm demeanor
and winning smile finally picked
a school. When asked why Florida
State, Akers responded, “I felt like
it was the best fit for me. With Dalvin Cook declaring for the draft, I
know they will give me a shot to
come in and compete for a starting
spot as a freshman.”
It’s been a whirlwind season
for Akers. He lead the Clinton Arrows to their first championship in
school history with 7 touchdowns,
5 rushing touchdowns and 2 passing touchdowns. One of his electrifying touchdown runs will be
played over and over. Cam literally
had defenders falling off him as he
would not be denied in getting to
the endzone.
Clinton won 49 to 35 over Pearl
in Starkville. Akers was the game
MVP. Postseason awards have followed Akers since his last game:
Blitz Player of the Year, MS Player
of the Year, Gatorade Player of the
Year.
Numbers can’t be denied. Akers scored 34 rushing touchdowns,
threw 31 pass touchdowns and
took an interception for a touch-

down, giving him a grand total of
66 touchdowns this year!
Although he played quarterback
at Clinton, Akers’ heart is at running back. Every camp, extra workout session he attended, he would
be listed as a running back. Going
to a creative offensive school like
Florida State, may open the door
for trick plays from the backfield.
Once Akers announced his decision, he started receiving tweets
from FSU alumni, some famous.
One of the tweets that caught his
attention immediately was from
Mia Khalifa, a noted sports reporter, columnist from D.C.
Akers said he made the final decision two days ago. A close proximity to home was another factor in
him choosing Florida State.
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, home
of the Crimson Tide, the number
1 team in the country is close to
home also. Akers had originally

verbally committed to the Tide, but
changed his mind and opened his
search up.
Not everyone was happy at the
selection of Florida State. A few
Ole Miss fans took to twitter to
show their displeasure. Complaints
of disrespect because he didn’t pick
a Mississippi school but made his
announcement at the Mississippi
Sports Hall of Fame, were echoed
several times. Akers was the number one trending topic for about 30
minutes on twitter.
5-star athletes from Mississippi
don’t come along every year in
football. The sky is truly the limit
for Cam Akers. If his football success continues the same path that
it has since he played little league
football for the Jackson Redskins,
part of the Mississippi Youth
Sports Association (MYSA), Akers will no doubt be playing football on Sundays.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Some of the best films of 2016
By By Dwight Brown
NNPA Newswire Film Critic
As we go forward, movies guide us. They give
us directions. They motivate us. They provide rest
stops, comic relief and flashbacks to the past. And
they reassure us that we will thrive.
It’s a perfect time to reflect on the most inspiring films, performances and artistic achievements
of this last year.
Check out some of the best in film in 2016.

The Birth of a Nation – (****) An uncompromising retelling of the country’s most heralded slave
rebellion. Actor-turned-director Nate Parker assembles a stellar cast and tech crew that takes viewers
back to when Nat Turner led a revolt in Southampton County, Virginia, in the 1800s. Brutal. Uplifting. Informative. Haunting. Gritty performances
and superb ensemble acting.

Deadpool — (***1/2) Actor Ryan Reynolds turns
a script by Rhett Reese and Paul Wernick into biting satire that he hurls like a dagger. And director
Tim Miller, an animator, creative director and visual effects artist, who marks his feature film debut,
orchestrates the madness like a wizard on crystal
meth. The petulant mutate and his hijinks are the
brilliant concoction of Marvel Comics.

Fences – (***1/2) Opening up a play just enough
to make it a viable film is not an easy task. It helps
if Denzel Washington, the lead in August Wilson’s
Tony Award-winning Broadway play, is the movie’s director and reprises his role. A father tries to
hold his family together during the 1950s and the
strife, friction and daunting social issues are amplified on the silver screen. Washington and Viola Davis, as the wife, excel.

Loving – (***1/2) Kudos to writer/director
Jeff Nichols (Mud) for retelling the true-life story of a black woman (Ruth Negga, World War
Z) and a white man (Joel Edgerton, The Gift)
who married and were jailed for it in Virginia,
in 1958. His approach is low-key and natural:
few theatrics, lots of personal drama. The subtle
performances by Negga and Edgerton are filled
with grace.

Moonlight – (***) Writer/director Barry Jenkins
teams up with writer Tarell
McCraney to tell a story
about sexual repression and
ambiguity through the eyes
of a young, overly passive
and emotionally abused gay
boy.

16 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

DECEMBER 29 - JANUARY 4, 2016

www.mississippilink.com

piggly wiggly
December 28 - January 3, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

USDA CHOICE

QUARTER LOIN

T-BONE
STEAKS
$ 99

3 LBS. OR MORE

PORK
CHOPS
¢

5

PER LB.

FRESH
GROUND BEEF
$ 99

99
PER LB.

FAMILY PACK

FAMILY PACK

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

BREAKFAST
PORK CHOPS

$ 99

$ 49

$ 79

2 PACK

SMOKED

FAMILY PACK FRESH

2

1

PORK
SPARE RIBS

HOG
JOWLS

$ 79

$ 19

1

FRYER
BREAST

1

PER LB.

PER LB.

$ 79

OSCAR MAYER THICK OR LIGHT

WRIGHT

FRESH FRYER

SLICED
BOLOGNA

SLICED
BACON

LEG
QUARTERS

/5

10

3

16 OZ.

40 OZ.

10 LB. BAG

3 $

$ 99

FRESH PRODUCE

#1 MISSISSIPPI SWEET

FRESH RUSSET

POTAOTES

CABBAGE

/1

2

/1

8 LB. BAG

$ 49

3 $

2 $

LBS.
FOR

FRESH COLLARD

GREENS

/4
BUNCHES

2 $

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
KRAFT

SHREDDED
2$
CHEESE
.....................................
7-8 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SOUR......................................
CREAM
16 OZ.

/5
$ 29
1

ASSORTED

YOPLIAT
10 $
YOGURT
................................

/5
ORANGE JUICE 2/$5
4 - 6 OZ.

FLORIDA NATURAL

59 OZ. ......................................
SELECT

FRESH GREEN

POTATOES
LBS.
FOR

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

$

1

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

BONELESS
SHOULDER ROAST
PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA CHOICE

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

SWEET FLORIDA

ORANGES

/1
EACH

5 $
FOR

FRESH FROZEN
5$
VEGETABLES
.................................
10 - 12 OZ.

/5

SISTER SCHUBERT'S

SELECT
YEAST...............................
ROLLS $ 69
11 - 15.8 OZ.

2

SAVE ON

PIGGLY WIGGLY
$ 59
SHERBET
.....................................
64 OZ.

2

