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Headlines in 2012
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Interim Managing Editor

Stories that impacted Mississippians
Over the past 19 years, The Mississippi Link has not missed
a week of reporting on impactful events in the state and across
the nation. The year 2012 in review shows a continuation of this
commitment to bring to its readers the news and views that have
shaped the lives of Mississippians and beyond. Out of 52 weeks
of continuous publication, we now reflect on the top 20 headlines
of 2012.
1. January 5 – 11

Lewis hits
ground
running as
new sheriff of
Hinds County

One of most hotly debated moved in public education was
proposed Senate Bill 2401 that would expand charter schools in
Mississippi. Matthew Lynch, assistant professor of education at
Widener University applauded the bill as a “step in the right direction,” allowing educators to “think creatively and solve problems.
However, representatives of The Children’s Defense Fund Kim
Robinson and Natalie Collier said, “In a time when education has
already been underfunded to the tune of $1 billion over the last
decade, it is irresponsible to hand down unfunded mandates….”
6. March 8 – 14

“There’s a new sheriff Lewis
in town” was the opening
headline for the year 2012, as the new Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone Lewis made history in 2011 as the first African American
elected to the office. He continued to impact the lives of the residents of Hinds County by presenting his first set of policies and
procedures, which immediately drew the ire of newly-elected
Hinds County Supervisor Kenneth Stokes towards the $30 million budget. And so continued the debate for the greater part of
2012.
2. January 12 – 18

Barbour pardons nearly
200, including killers

Gov. Haley Barbour made national news when he pardoned
200 in his final days as Mississippi Governor. Two dozen of
those pardoned had crimes listed as murder, manslaughter or
homicide. Among those released was brother of former NFL
quarterback and Southern Miss standout Brett Favre. Earnest
Scott Favre was cleared of the 1996 death of his best friend
Mark Haverty, when Favre drove in front of a train in Pass
Christian while drunk. Also released was Azikiwe Kambule of
South Africa who was convicted of manslaughter in 1996 from
the carjacking and slaying of Pamela McGill of Madison County.
Kambule was a teenager when he was given 30 years for the
armed carjacking and five years as an accessory to the murder.
3. January 26 – February 1

‘Red Tails’ connects Mississippi cousins

Above, Newman is shown in his aircraft, his uniform, and
holding his great grand daughter.

When The Mississippi Link graphic artist Marcus Johnson set
out to find a Mississippi connection with the famed Tuskegee Airmen and get a reaction to the 2012 released movie “Red Tails,”
to his surprise through family inquires he found that he was related to Captain Christopher Newman of the 332nd Fighter Squadron, a group of African American pilots who fought in World War
II - as depicted in the movie. Newman, 89, said the movie was
good but he “lived it” and related being trapped in a P-39 plane
that caught on fire during his 24th mission. The movie earned
$19.1 million in its opening weekend.
4. February 9 – 15

HIV/AIDS and The Black Church “Divine
Intervention”

More than 65 faith leaders, ministers, pastors, organization and health professionals gathered at The Penguin Restaurant on the campus of Jackson State University Feb. 7 to
discuss the role of the black church in fighting and raising
awareness of HIV/AIDS. It was set aside as National Black
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. According to statistical data presented at the forum, in 2009, Mississippi ranked No. 6 nationally in HIV infection case rates among the 40 states with
confidential reporting.
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5. March 1 – 7

The charter school debate pros and cons

In the Spirit of
the Season...
he church that
attracts people to
Christ
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Meyers first female
Chief of JSU – Inauguration

Historic Jackson State University
made more history as its first female
president was inaugurated in its 133
years of academic excellence – Dr. Meyers
Carolyn Meyers, 64. It was with a
unanimous vote of the College Board that Meyers became JSU’s
10th president. Meyers described herself as a “researcher, collaborative leader and thinker.” She replaced interim president
Leslie McLemore, who was appointed when president Ronald
Mason left in 2010 to lead Southern University in Baton Rouge,
La. Meyers’ 30 years of experience in higher education included
serving as president of Norfolk State University.
7. March 29 – April 4;
Apri 12 – 18 and Apri 19 – 25

Trayvon Martin murdered,
Zimmerman’s Stand
Your Ground defense

It was the chain of events that
captured the headlines in Mississippi and nationwide, when George Martin
Zimmerman, 28, a “non-black
neighborhood watch captain,” decided to get out of his SUV with a 9
millimeter handgun and eventually
shot to death Trayvon Martin, an
African American teenager wearing
a hoody jacket. Zimmerman was
advised against following the youth
by the local police dispatcher. The
stalking-like behavior of Zimmer- Zimmerman
man of a black teenager with a
hoody caused many across the nation to say, “I am Trayvon Martin.” Three weeks of national mobilization of black
leaders and the National Newspaper Publishers Association and the fact that Zimmerman was not immediately arrested for the murder of Martin led to the resignation of
Sanford, Fla., Police Chief Bill Lee. Although Zimmerman
has been formally charged, the case continues today….
8. March 29 – April 4

Anderson first female chief
of Choctaw Indians

Phyliss J. Anderson, 50, the first woman chief of the
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, said her goal was to
reunite the tribe. She said there had been a division among
tribal members for the past four years and she will work
to bring the Choctaws together. She defeated incumbent
Chief Beasley Denson. According to the Choctaw Indians’
website, Anderson is the fourth tribal chief since the tribe
received federal recognition in 1945. She is a native of the
Red Water community in Leake County and a graduate
of Choctaw Central High School and East Central Community College where she earned an associate degree in
liberal arts. The tribe is 10,000 members strong with land
holdings over 35,000 acres in 10 Mississippi counties.
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Headlines of 2012
mixed with sorrows,
joy and uncertainties
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Interim Managing Editor

Near top of the year, pulling at
the heart strings of most Americans
was news of the sudden death of
pop icon Whitney Houston Feb.
11. She left behind daughter Bobbi
Kristina. The star was found face
down in a water-filled bathtub with
drug paraphernalia nearby. The
coroner’s initial report stated that
she died of accidental drowning.
Forensic toxicologist Bruce
Goldberger said the details about
her blood from the toxicology report indicated she was “acutely intoxicated from cocaine” at the time
of her death and was a “repeated
cocaine user.” Traces of prescription medications were in her system, and blood tests indicated that
she smoked marijuana within two
weeks before her death.
According to the Associated
Press poll, the horrific massacres of
2012 remained at the top of the list
for 2012 headlines - including the
deadly shooting by gunman white
supremacist Wade Michael Page
in the Sikh Temple in Oak Creek,
Wis., Aug. 5, where he killed 6 and
wounded four. Page killed himself
after being wounded by a local police officer.
Mass slaughter with an assault
weapon in the Aurora, Colo., Century movie theatre during the midnight showing of the “The Dark
Knight Rising,” occurred July 20.
The gunman, dressed in tactical

clothing set off tear gas grenades
and shot into the audience with
multiple firearms, killing 12 people
and injuring 59 others. The sole
suspect is James Eagan Holmes,
who was arrested outside the cinema minutes later.
The Dec. 14 slaying of 20 children and six teachers and staff in
Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, Conn., tore at the heart
of the nation, sparking the call for
greater gun control over assault
weapons and greater attention to
the mentally ill. Also dead were the
gunman and his mother who was
his first victim.
While the Newton shooting
was the worst in U.S. history, earlier in the year, Feb. 6 in Oslo,
Norway, Anders Behring Breivik
was sentenced to 21 years for killing 77 people in two terrorist attacks where eight people were
first bombed in Oslo and then 69
young people were shot to death
by Breivik on nearby Utoya island.
The 2012 presidential campaign
and election were headliners of
the year, with President Barack
Obama’s being not only the first
African American U.S. president
but also the first African American
president to gain re-election. Also
making headlines was the enormous amount of money spent in the
Obama-Romney race.
It was the most expensive in history at more than $6 billion spent
collectively by the two candidates,

Houston
according to the non-partisan Center for Responsive Politics - $700
million more than the previous
“most expensive election in history” in 2008.
Also making headlines were
Romney’s comments about 47 percent of Obama’s supporters wanting hand outs and a free ride on the
government and his “binders full of
women” that will follow him for
years to come.
There was the Nov. 9 sudden
resignation of CIA director David
Petraeus, after it was disclosed that
he had an extramarital affair with
his biographer Paula Broadwell.
Petraeus submitted his resignation
to President Obama, at the time
citing “personal reasons.” The FBI
continued to investigate Petraeus.

National headlines
Continued on page 5

Garrett incoming 2013
chairman of Greater
Jackson Chamber
Partnership

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Greater Jackson Chamber Partnership, a 2,600-member
non-profit organization, recently
announced its incoming 2013
chairman, Socrates Garrett of
Garrett Enterprises Consolidated
Inc.
Originally chartered Aug. 23,
1880, as the Jackson Board of
Trade and Cotton Exchange and
primarily to serve the city of
Jackson, the needs of chamber
members changed over its 112year history. On Sept. 12, 1921, it
changed its name to the Jackson
Chamber of Commerce

In1992, it was known as the
MetroJackson Chamber of Commerce - expanding its boundaries
to cover all of Hinds, Madison and
Rankin counties. And in 2007, it
adopted its present name to reflect
the growth of the economic development division’s area, which
added Attala, Copiah, Leake,
Simpson and Warren counties.
First established by business
and professional men in the city
of Jackson, the Partnership promotes interests beneficial to individual businesses and to the
city as a whole. The Partnership
represents more than 200,000 em-

Garrett
ployees.
Members range from sole proprietors to large corporations.
Its Board of Directors and the
Chamber staff are dedicated to
enhancing the financial climate
of the metropolitan business community by promoting all members
with opportunities to expand their
business.

Share this issue with a friend
by mailing it to:
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MEMA reports more than
25 injured in Christmas
Day storms in Mississippi

Gov. Phil Bryant issued a state-of-emergency for Mississippi counties
Forrest, Hinds, Jones, Lawrence, Pearl River, Wilkinson and other parts
of the state deemed affected by severe thunderstorms and tornadoes on
Dec. 25, including threats of torrential rain, damaging winds, hail, flooding
and lightning. The Governor’s proclamation allowed for the State of Mississippi’s Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan to go into full effect.
According to the Associated Press, more than 25 people were injured
in Mississippi during the severe storms that pushed across the South on
Christmas Day. Mississippi Emergency Management spokesman Brett
Carr said no fatalities have been reported in Mississippi, but dozens of
structures were damaged. He said damage was reported in 10 counties,
and officials continue to assess the situation.
Carr said more than 70 homes were affected, but that number could
rise. He didn’t know yet how many of those homes were completely
destroyed and how many had lesser damages. Damages have been reported in Amite, Forrest, George, Greene, Hinds, Jones, Lawrence, Pearl
River, Stone and Wilkinson counties.

4

Man steals car with
toddler inside

According to Monica Land’s online report, a 25-year-old man is in
police custody after allegedly stealing a woman’s car with her 3-yearold child inside. Bradly Scott Hilsabeck was charged with carjacking in
Pascagoula.
Hilsabeck was held by request of the Mississippi Department of
Corrections following the incident that occurred about 6:46 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 23. Lt. James Massey, of the Pascagoula Police Department, said the woman was standing at her vehicle in the Walgreen’s
Parking lot in the 3800 block of Market Street when Hilsabeck reportedly pushed her away and took off in her vehicle.
“About 40 minutes later,” Massey said, “…officers spotted the vehicle
heading north on Telephone Road. Officers tried to stop the car and a
pursuit began which ended at Jackson Street in Moss Point.” Massey
said Hilsabeck was taken into custody, but the child was not in the car.
“The suspect told police the child was located at Shingle Road and
Jim Taylor Road,” Massey said. The child was found still seated in
the car seat by Pascagoula Police Officer Stevie Loris and Donnie
Moore of the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department. The toddler was
not injured.
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Former Mississippi Gov.
Winter receives FBI
community leadership
award

Former Mississippi Governor William F. Winter was awarded the
2012 FBI Director’s Community Leadership Award. Daniel McMullen,
Special Agent in Charge (SAC) of the FBI in Mississippi, presented
the award to Gov. Winter during the Jackson Field Office All-Employee Conference Dec. 7.
Since 1990, the FBI Director’s Community Leadership Award has
been a principal means by which the FBI has publicly recognized
the achievements of individuals and organizations who have worked
diligently to prevent crime, drug and gang violence, and to promote
education in their community.
Each of the FBI’s field offices selects one individual or organization
each year to receive this award.
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Bush spokesman says
former president’s
fever rising

According to the Associated Press, a “stubborn” fever that kept
88-year-old former President George H.W. Bush in a hospital over
Christmas has gotten worse, and doctors have put him on a liquids-only diet, his spokesman Jim McGrath said. “It’s an elevated fever, so it’s
actually gone up in the last day or two,” McGrath told The Associated
Press. “It’s a stubborn fever that won’t go away.”
Doctors have run tests and are treating the fever with Tylenol, but
they still haven’t nailed down a cause, McGrath said. Doctors also
have put Bush on a liquid diet, though McGrath could not say why. The
bronchitis-like cough that initially brought Bush to the hospital on Nov.
23 has improved, McGrath said.
Bush and his wife Barbara live in Houston during the winter and
spend their summers at a home in Kennebunkport, Maine. The former
president was a naval aviator in World War II - at one point the youngest in the Navy - and was shot down over the Pacific. He achieved
notoriety in retirement for skydiving on at least three of his birthdays
since leaving the White House in 1992.

5

Christmas Day storm

December

2 firefighters die in
ambush at blazing
New York house

In Webster, N.Y., an ex-con killed two firefighters after typing a note
pledging to burn down his neighborhood and “do what I like doing best,
killing people,” police said Tuesday, Dec. 25. He then killed himself as
seven houses burned near Lake Ontario.
William Spengler, 62, served 17 years in prison for manslaughter in the
1980 hammer slaying of his grandmother. He set his house afire before
dawn Christmas Eve before taking a revolver, a shotgun and a semiautomatic rifle to a sniper position outside, Police Chief Gerald Pickering said.
The death toll rose to three as police revealed that a body believed to
be the killer’s 67-year-old sister, Cheryl Spengler, was found in his fireravaged home. Authorities said he sprayed bullets at the first responders,
killing two firefighters and injuring two others who remained hospitalized
Tuesday in stable condition.
According to Pickering, police recovered a military-style .223-caliber
semiautomatic Bushmaster rifle with flash suppression, the same make
and caliber weapon used in the elementary school massacre in Newtown, Conn., that killed 26, including 20 young children.
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The Mississippi Link would
like to take this opportunity to
wish each of you a
Happy New Year 2013!
We are totally committed
to the community we serve
and thankful to our readers,
advertisers and subscribers for
supporting our publication.
We will never take your support
for granted.

Be Safe and Blessed
throughout this New Year!
The Mississippi Link Staff
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4 • the mississippi link

December 27, 2012 - January 2, 2013

Google Maps hits
over half-a-million
visits for Mississippi
Blues Trail site
The Mississippi Link Newswire
In the month of December
2012, the Mississippi Blues
Trail’s Google Maps web
page reached over 500,000
visits. The map can be accessed from the home page of
the Blues Trail, http://www.
msbluestrail.org, as well as
from each individual marker
page.
“Mississippi’s musical heritage continues to be a major
attraction for visitors around
the world,” said Brent Christensen, executive director of
the Mississippi Development
Authority.
“Using interactive technologies like Google Maps
makes the Mississippi Blues
Trail both an entertaining and
informative tool for those
planning a visit to our state.
We are pleased that so many
web users are taking advantage of this valuable resource
to learning about Mississippi’s heritage.”
The zoom capability allows
users to view the location of
every marker from coast to
coast within the United States
as well as the first international marker to date in Notodden, Norway.
Map users can zoom in to
find the exact location of a
marker, including GPS coordinates. Visitors can find
information on each marker
by clicking on the Blues Trail
icon. And they can find markers they are interested in by
selecting a specific area on
the map, to see what’s nearby
or by searching the alphabetical list on the side of the map.
With over 160 markers, the
Mississippi Blues Trail is a
museum without walls taking
visitors on a musical history
journey through Mississippi
and beyond. The trail started
with the first official marker
in Holly Ridge, the resting
place of blues guitarist Charley Patton. It winds its way
to sites honoring B.B. King,
Muddy Waters, Son House
and others.
Out-of-state markers are located in Chicago; Memphis;
Los Angeles; Muscle Shoals,
Ala.; Ferriday, La.; Helena,
Ark.; Rockland, Maine; Grafton, Wis.; and Tallahassee,
Flda. The first international
marker was erected in Notodden, Norway this summer.
Last year, the Mississippi

Mississippi received high
marks for emergency
preparedness
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH) received
an eight out of 10 possible points
in the Robert Wood Johnson’s
Trust for America’s Health report
released Dec. 19, 2012.
Mississippi is one of only five
states to receive eight out of 10
points. Other states to receive
this high rank include: Maryland,
North Carolina, Vermont and Wisconsin.
According to the report, Mississippi got strong marks in public health laboratory readiness,
community resiliency, emergency
management, infection control and
response readiness.
The report states:
1. the MSDH public health lab
has enough staff to work 12-hour
days for six to eight weeks during
a public health emergency.
2. MSDH has increased its ca-

pacity to test for chemical threats
within the Laboratory Response
Network.
3. All licensed child care facilities have a multi-hazard, written
evacuation and relocation plan.
4. Mississippi is accredited by
the Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP)and
participates in a multi-state nurse
licensure compact.
5. Mississippi requires Medicaid coverage for seasonal flu shots.
6. MSDH can assemble a public health response team under 11
minutes.
MSDH trains and exercises its
public health emergency plans on
a regular basis because any type
of hazard or emergency can affect
the health and safety of Mississippians.
In spite of federal and state budget constraints, MSDH has made
significant progress toward prepar-

ing for public health emergencies.
In total, Mississippi has received
$10,381,717 for public health
emergency preparedness.
Follow MSDH by e-mail and
social media at HealthyMS.com/
connect.

Cancer transportation program
in three counties provided
hundreds of free rides

Mississippi Blues Trails Sites

Many patients benefit from
“Road to Recovery” program

Elmore James blues marker
Blues Commission released
the Mississippi Blues Trail
iPhone application, which has
a variety of features to allow
users to navigate the trail and
create customized itineraries
to explore Mississippi’s musical heritage. The free app
is available for download on
iTunes.
Along with the dedicated

website at http://www.msbluestrail.org, visit the Mississippi Blues Trail’s Facebook
page, http://www.facebook.
com/MississippiBluesTrail,
featuring marker unveiling
updates, photographs and
more. Also explore the state’s
official tourism web site at
http://www.VisitMississippi.
org.

Celebrate the New Year in
Mississippi with 10 free flowering
trees from the Arbor Day Foundation
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Residents of Mississippi can
ring in the New Year with 10
free flowering trees by joining
the Arbor Day Foundation any
time during January 2013.
By becoming a part of the
nonprofit Arbor Day Foundation, new members will
receive two white flowering
dogwoods, two flowering
crabapples, two Washington
hawthorns, two American redbuds and two goldenraintrees.
“These beautiful trees will
give your home in Mississippi
lovely flowers with pink, yellow and white colors,” said

www.mississippilink.com

John Rosenow, founder and
chief executive of the Arbor
Day Foundation. “These trees
are perfect for large and small
spaces, and they will provide
food and habitat for songbirds.”
The free trees are part of the
Foundation’s Trees for America campaign.
The trees will be shipped
postpaid at the right time for
planting, between February
1 and May 31, with enclosed
planting instructions. The 6to 12-inch tall trees are guaranteed to grow or they will be
replaced free of charge.

Members will also receive
a subscription to the Foundation’s bimonthly publication, Arbor Day, and The Tree
Book, which includes information about tree planting
and care.
To become a member of
the Foundation and to receive
the free trees, send a $10
contribution to TEN FREE
FLOWERING TREES, Arbor
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor
Avenue, Nebraska City, NE
68410, by January 31, 2013.
Mississippi residents can
also join online at arborday.
org/january.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
In Mississippi, 882 free rides
were given in 2012 for cancer patients needing a way to treatment,
thanks to the American Cancer
Society’s Road to Recovery program that matches volunteer drivers with patients receiving chemotherapy or radiation from local
cancer facilities and hospitals in
Hinds, Rankin and Madison counties.
Nearly 40 dedicated volunteer
drivers from across these counties
provided the much-needed rides
for patients throughout this year
from January until December and
even throughout the busy holiday
season.
Since the program began in
2009, Metro Jackson American
Cancer Society transportation volunteers have provided thousands
of rides for local cancer patients.
“Many cancer patients in this
area rely on this program and our
volunteer drivers to get them to

their life saving cancer treatments
and cancer-related doctor’s appointment,” said JeanAnn Reeves
of the American Cancer Society.
“Cancer patients who benefit
from our Road to Recovery program have no other means to get
to treatment, so our volunteer drivers really do help save lives by being a part of this very rewarding
program.”
In recent years, the amount of
cancer patients being diagnosed
with cancer in Mississippi has
steadily increased. In 2011, the
American Cancer Society estimated that 14,990 would be diagnosed. Then a year later in 2012,
it was expected that 15,190 Mississippi residents were to be diagnosed with the disease. As more
people are diagnosed with cancer,
the need for transportation volunteers increases.
“In order for us to meet the
needs of the cancer patients in
Hinds, Rankin and Madison coun-

ties, we must have a large pool of
trained volunteer drivers to call
upon on a regular basis,” said
Reeves.
To volunteer as a Road to Recovery driver, one must have a
valid driver’s license, access to a
vehicle and personal automobile
insurance. Volunteers may drive
as frequently as their schedules
permit them to transport patients
to and from area treatment centers.
“So many of our volunteer drivers tell me on a regular basis how
much they get out of being a part
of this program - more than the
cancer patients will ever know!
They find this program to be very
rewarding,” said Reeves.
The American Cancer Society
saves lives and creates more birthdays by helping people stay well,
by helping people get well, by
finding cures and by fighting back.
For more information, call
1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.
org.

MS Senator Cochran cosponsors
resolution observing Rosa Parks’
100th birthday and legacy

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The United States Senate approved a resolution cosponsored
by U.S. Senator Thad Cochran
(R-Miss.) that honors the 100th
birthday of Rosa Parks, whose
civil rights activities in the 1950s
helped change U.S. history.
The resolution observing her
centennial birthday and commemorating her legacy was approved
by unanimous consent Dec. 19.
The measure, which had more than
50 cosponsors, was introduced by
Senators Carl Levin (D-Mich.) and
Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.).

“It is fitting that on the anniversary of her birth that the nation
observes the civil rights causes effectively promoted by Rosa Parks.
Her work continues today through
the institute she helped found and
through her role in the modern history of the United States,” Cochran
said.
In recounting Parks’ accomplishments and honors, the resolution “commemorates the legacy of
Rosa Parks to inspire all people of
the United States to stand up for
freedom and the principles of the
Constitution.”

Parks
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Nissan Canton to
celebrate 10 years
of manufacturing
in Mississippi
Company recognizes team for
accomplishments, focuses on
continuing successes in 2013
The Mississippi Link Newswire
CANTON - With more than
2 million vehicles produced,
nearly $2 billion in payroll
generated and a decade after the first vehicle rolled off
the line in Mississippi, the
Nissan Canton Vehicle Assembly Plant is preparing to
celebrate its 10th anniversary
in 2013. The company will
commemorate the anniversary with a series of events that
highlight the accomplishments of its more than 5,000
employees and underscore
its commitment to the Metro
Jackson community and Central Mississippi.
Over the past decade, Nissan’s Canton plant has grown
from building one model to
seven, including the awardwinning Altima, the Armada
full-size SUV, the Xterra
mid-size SUV, the Titan and
Frontier pickup trucks and
NV commercial and passenger vans.When the plant
opened in 2003, Nissan became the largest private-sector employer in the region and
has since brought even more
high-skilled,
well-paying
jobs to the community while
maintaining a diverse workforce that has drawn employees from 80 of Mississippi’s
82 counties. Dan Bednarzyk,
vice president and plant manager at the Nissan Canton
Vehicle Assembly Plant, attributes Nissan’s success to
the tremendous efforts of the
workforce, including suppliers, as well as the support of
Central Mississippi.
“I’m often asked about our
plant in Canton, and I always
have to start by talking about
our employees, the heart and
soul of our plant,” Bednarzyk
said. “Our team members are
our strength. Their spirit and
extraordinary work ethic are
the reasons we have been

able to consistently earn additional investment that has
continued to create jobs.“We
have to be competitive on a
global level to earn work here
in Mississippi. I am confident
that we have more to look
forward to in the future.”
In 2012, the Canton team
began producing additional
vehicles in the Nissan fleet
including Xterra and Frontier. In fact, Nissan Canton
has become a center of expertise for body-on-frame trucks
and will expand their talents
to bring the remodeled Sentra
compact cars on line in 2013.
This additional production
will help Nissan move toward its goal of building 85
percent of the vehicles sold
in the United States in the
Americas by 2015.
Nissan Canton continues
to have a positive economic
impact on local businesses
and communities throughout the region. Since 2003,
Nissan has contributed more
than $5 million to a wide
range of community-based
organizations supporting the
areas of education, diversity,
humanitarian aid and the environment. Employees have
donated an additional $2
million through workplace
giving and have performed
countless hours of volunteer
service including mentoring
students in area schools and
building homes in the Jackson and Canton communities
with Habitat for Humanity.
Additional announcements
for Nissan Canton’s 10th Anniversary activities will be
released in the weeks ahead.
For more information on the
plant, its people and opportunities to visit the facility,
please see the company’s local website at www.nissancanton.com.
About Nissan

Nissan Motor Co., Ltd., Japan’s second-largest automotive company, is headquartered in Yokohama, Japan,
and is part of the RenaultNissan Alliance. Operating
with more than 248,000 employees globally, Nissan provided customers with more
than 4.8 million vehicles in
2011, generating revenue of
9.4 trillion yen ($118.95 billion US). With a strong commitment to developing exciting and innovative products
for all, Nissan delivers a
comprehensive range of 64
models under the Nissan and
Infiniti brands. A pioneer in
zero-emission mobility, Nissan made history with the
introduction of the Nissan
LEAF, the first affordable,
mass-market, pure-electric
vehicle and winner of numerous international accolades,
including the prestigious
2011-2012 Car of the Year
Japan and 2011 World Car of
the Year awards.
About
Nissan
North
AmericaIn North America,
Nissan’s operations include automotive styling,
engineering, consumer and
corporate financing, sales
and marketing, distribution
and manufacturing. Nissan is dedicated to improving the environment under
the Nissan Green Program
and has been recognized as
an ENERGY STAR® Partner of the Year in 2010,
2011, and 2012 by the
U.SEnvironmental Protection Agency. More information on Nissan in North
America and the complete
line of Nissan and Infiniti
vehicles can be found online
at
www.NissanUSA.com
and www.InfinitiUSA.com,
or visit the Americas media
sites NissanNews.com and
InfinitiNews.com.

Peoples Funeral Home

Just an honest, quality and affordable service.
In recognition of 86 years of service,
we are offering an affordable
complete funeral service for
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with
cemetery space and grave line.
Earl S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President
Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

You have our promise and
we ask for your trust.
886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202
601-969-3040
Note: Prices subject to change without notice.
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MDA invites minority- and womenowned businesses to join Mississippi
Minority Business Registry
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) recently announced the launch
of the new Mississippi Minority Business Registry. The
registry serves as an easy-touse and reliable resource for
public and private entities
seeking the services of qualified minority- and womenowned businesses in Mississippi.
A part of MDA’s Diversity
in Contracting initiative fo-

cused on increasing minorityand women-owned business
participation in private and
public contracting opportunities, the registry provides
businesses and government
agencies with greater access
to minority- and womenowned companies that can
meet their procurement needs.
MDA is currently promoting the registry statewide to
inform minority- and womenowned businesses about the
website and encourage them

to register their businesses.
Registration is easy, and it
increases the visibility of participating businesses.
Companies interested in
submitting their information
should visit the registry at
www.mmbr.org.
For more information,
contact Latonia Shirley in
MDA’s Minority and Small
Business Development Division at (601) 359-3448 or
email lshirley@mississippi.
org.

Byram Sears hometown store
food drive supports local
community this holiday season
The Mississippi Link Newswire
BYRAM - Sears Hometown
Stores plan to hand out more than
savings this holiday season. Select
Sears Hometown Stores across the
U.S. are collecting non-perishable
food items to donate to local charities in their communities.
Customers who live in Byram
are encouraged to stop into the
Sears Hometown Store, located
at 5547 1-55 South, and drop off
items now through Dec. 29, 2012.
Each person who donates a food
item will receive $5 off their purchase of $50 (valid one time per
customer). The food collected will
be donated to the Salvation Army.
“The holidays can be a difficult
time of year for so many. Together
with our customers, we are working to collect items for the food
drive to give back to those in our
communities who are less fortunate,” said Stephen Thompson,
store owner.
“We are grateful for the support

we have received from the Byram
residents and hope that this food
drive makes a difference in their
lives,” said Thompson.
For more information, customers can speak with local store
owners about Sears Hometown
Stores food drive program this
holiday season, or to find a Hometown Store please visit http://searshometownstores.com/.
Sears Hometown and Outlet is a
national retailer primarily focused
on selling home appliances, hardware, tools and lawn and garden
equipment. As of April 28, 2012,
Sears Hometown and Outlet and
its dealers and franchisees operated 1,238 stores across all 50
states and Puerto Rico, Guam and
Bermuda.
Sears Hometown and Outlet
operates through two segments
- the Sears Hometown and Hardware segment and the Sears Outlet
segment. Sears Hometown and
Hardware stores are designed to

provide customers with in-store
and online access to a wide selection of national brands of home
appliances, tools, lawn and garden
equipment, sporting goods, consumer electronics and household
goods, depending on the particular
store.
Sears Outlet stores are designed
to provide customers with in-store
and online access to purchase new,
one-of-a-kind, out-of-carton, discontinued, obsolete, used, reconditioned, overstocked and scratched
and dented products, across a
broad assortment of merchandise
categories.
These include home appliances, lawn and garden equipment,
apparel, mattresses, televisions,
sporting goods and tools, and at
prices that are significantly lower
than manufacturers’ suggested retail prices.
Visit the Sears Hometown and
Outlet Stores website at www.shos.
com.

National headlines
Continued from page 1

Superstorm Sandy hit the east
coast Oct. 29 and remained at
the top of news headlines, killing at least 125 people on the
U.S. eastern coast and leaving 70
people dead in the Caribbean. At
a calculated $60 billion, it is rated
the second-costliest storm in U.S.
history after 2005’s Hurricane Katrina.
Internationally, Libya topped
the list with the murder of four
Americans in Benghazi, Libya,
including U.S. Ambassador Chris
Stephens. Congressional demands
for answers to why the American
workers were not provided added
protection led to hearings with
then CIA director David Petraeus,
leading to Susan Rice withdrawing her name from consideration
as the next Secretary of State, after Hillary Clinton completes her
term.
Also on the international scene
is the ongoing civil war in Syria
where peaceful protests escalated
into the current civil war, with the
death toll to date at over 40,000.
Syrian President Assad continues
to blame “infiltrating terrorists”
and reportedly had begun to move
around deadly biological weapons. However, the U.S. refuses
to give weapons in support of
the opposition, fearing that such
weapons may fall into the hands
of terrorists who may later target
the U.S.
On a happier note was the
2012 London Summer Olympics
Gold Medalist Gabrielle “Gabby”
Douglas, fondly called “the Flying Squirrel.” At age 16, she became the first African American
and woman of color to win the
Olympic gymnast competition.
As a member of the U.S. Women’s
Gymnastics team, she won Gold
medals in both the individual and
team all-around competitions.

On Oct. 14, near Roswell,
N.M., extreme athlete Felix
Baumgartner landed gracefully
on earth after a 24-mile jump
from the stratosphere in a daring feat that officials said made
him the first skydiver to break the
sound barrier - traveling faster
than sound. He came down safely
in the eastern New Mexico desert
about nine minutes after jumping
from his capsule 128,100 feet, or
roughly 24 miles, above earth.
Earlier this year, on June 15,
Aerialist Nik Wallenda walked
a tightrope over Niagara Falls in
Canada, on an 1,800-foot-long,
2-inch-wide wire and became the
first person to cross directly over
the falls from the United States
into Canada.
Other tragedies of the year include the Jan. 13 Costa Concordia cruise ship capsizing off the
shore of the Italian island Giglio,
killing 32 people onboard. Italian
Francesco Schettino was not only
fired by Costa Cruises but also accused by prosecutors of causing
the accident by sailing the luxury
cruise liner too close to shore. He
is fighting the charges.
More astonishing was Schettino’s actions after the accident,
where he abandoned the ship with
passengers left onboard to fin for
themselves. According to Reuters,
the angry order to “Get back on
board, damn it!” delivered by a
coast guard officer to Schettino
over the telephone after he had
abandoned his ship was printed
on T-shirts in Italy.
The worst sex scandals reported continued to follow Jerry
Sandusky, 68, when a Pennsylvania judge sentenced the former
Penn State football coach to 30-60
years in prison Oct. 9 for the sexual abuse of 10 boys. Judge John
Cleland said at the sentencing

hearing, “This sentence will put
you in prison for the rest of your
life.” Sandusky would be 98 at his
earliest possible release date. He
was also classified as a sexually
violent predator, mandating that
he register as a sex offender if he
ever were released from prison.
As we head into the New Year,
fear of plummeting off the “fiscal cliff” still looms. According
to MarketsWiki, the “fiscal cliff”
refers to a combination of tax increases and spending cuts set to
take place simultaneously in the
U.S. at the end of 2012, just as the
country approaches the debt ceiling.
The ‘draconian’ provisions
were originally designed to force
a compromise between Democrats and Republicans in the U.S.
Senate and the House of Representatives on reducing the debt.
The biggest sticking point has
been whether to extend the expiring George W. Bush-era tax cuts
for the wealthiest 2 percent of
U.S. households through 2013.
According to the Associated
Press, with the yearend deadline
looming before the economy
goes over the so-called fiscal
cliff, President Obama cut short
his traditional Christmas holiday
in Hawaii with plans to return to
Washington, Dec. 26. Congress
was expected to return to Washington the next day.
Without action by Obama and
Congress, automatic budget cuts
and tax increases are set to begin
in January, which many economists say could send the country back into recession. With the
collapse of House Speaker John
Boehner’s plan to allow tax rates
to rise on million-dollar-plus incomes, lawmakers were increasingly worried that no deal can be
reached.
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2012 Review
Continued from page 1

9. May 17 – 23

Reactions to Obama’s support for gay marriage

President Barack Obama became the first sitting president to
openly support same-sex marriage on May 8, which ignited great
debate across political and religious lines, with Larry Miller of the
Philadelphia Tribune, stating it could either be a “boon or a curse for
his re-election campaign.” Obama, in an interview with ABC News’
Robin Roberts, said, “… I’ve just concluded that for me personally,
it is important for me to go ahead and affirm that I think same sex
couples should be able to get married.” There was immediate fallout from some black clergy, although Pastor Danny Ray Hollins of
Greater Fairview M.B. Church, posted on his webpage, “What was
Barack Obama elected to do? … He was elected to be president of
all the people of this country … black, white, Muslim, Jews, gentiles,
rich, poor, heterosexual, homosexual, metrosexual or no sexual….”
10. May 24 – 30

Alcorn graduate Donald
Driver wins DWTS

Donald Driver had a Super
Bowl ring already when he added
to his credits the “Dancing With
the Stars” mirrorball trophy. The
Green Bay Packers receiver won
the ABC dance show May 22. He
attended Alcorn State University
in Mississippi, where he lettered
in both football and track and field.
He finished his college football
career there with 88 receptions
for 1993 yards (19.69 Yards Per Driver and Murgatroyd
Catch). Driver is one of the most
decorated track athletes in the NFL as an Olympic class high
jumper, being able to jump 7 feet 6 inches. He was a five-time
“Athlete of the Year” in his conference for his track and football
prowess. He is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. Driver
was drafted by the Green Bay Packers in the seventh round
of the 1999 NFL Draft and as of 2012 spent his entire career
with the Packers. Driver and partner Peta Murgatroyd were
pushed into the winner’s column by the viewers, as only one
point separated the three finalists.
11. June 7 – 13

It was the anniversary of the murder of Anderson that occurred
June 26, 2011, in front of the Metro Inn on Ellis Avenue. On March
22, the three teens pleaded guilty to U.S. District Court hate crime
charges related to Anderson’s death. Dedmon was first released on
a $50,000 bond June 29, 2011, which was later revoked by Hinds
County District Attorney Robert Smith.

Supreme Court hands Obama
a huge healthcare victory

With Conservative Chief Justice
John G. Roberts Jr. providing a surprise supporting vote, the United States
Supreme Court gave President Barack
Obama a major victory June 28 by Roberts
upholding the constitutionality of the
Affordable Health Care Act. In the most watched Supreme
Court case since Bush v. Gore in 2000, the justices upheld
the landmark healthcare law that requires all Americans, except those objecting on religious grounds or facing financial
hardship, to obtain health insurance by 2014 or pay a financial
penalty. The vote was 5-4 with Roberts joining the court’s four
liberals – Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Sonia Sotomayor, Stephen G.
Breyer and Elena Kagan.
14. August 30 – September 5

Isaac strikes Mississippi

Seven years after Katrina,
Hurricane Isaac impacted
Mississippi, slamming into
Gulfport Aug. 29 and flooding
parts of U.S. 90. The Missis- Hurricane Isaac
sippi Gulf Coast experienced
flooded and deserted streets and sporadic power outages affecting up to 14,000 customers. Wind whipped
coastal communities like Bay St. Louis and Waveland,
closing Interstate 10. In Pass Christian, Mayor Chipper
McDermott was optimistic that Isaac would not deal a
heavy blow, as he stood on the porch of the $6 million
municipal complex built after Katrina wiped out the city.
Its walls are made of 1-foot-thick concrete to withstand
hurricane winds.
15. November 1 – 7

12. June 28 – July 4

Sandy was called a category 1 storm, but no such
storm like her had ever been seen on the east coast.
Stretching over an area of 1,000 miles with a full moon
at her back, meeting a cold front coming in from the
north, Sandy delivered devastation unseen on the
eastern shores. She flooded the 13-year-old New York
City subway lines, submerged three airport runways,
forced cancellation of 50,000 flights worldwide, overpowered backup generators at hospitals, washed out
the historic Atlantic City boardwalk, impacting weather
from Tennessee to Massachusetts. In her aftermath
along with the flooding were snowstorms and house
fires, wiping out 100 homes – although they were surrounded by water.Hurricane Sandy was credited with
changing the course of the 2012 presidential elections,
when New Jersey Republican Gov. Chris Christie set
aside his differences with President Obama, which
diminished his support for Republican candidate Mitt
Romney.

Sentencing for 3 in hate
crime against Anderson

A year after James Craig Anderson,
49, was run down by a pickup truck, the
three teens who pleaded guilty in federal
court in connection with his death - Deryl
Dedmon, Dylan Butler and John Aaron
Rice - were still awaiting sentencing. Anderson

President Obama re-elected – moving
forward for four more years

13. July 5 – 11

Stop The Violence Prayer Breakfast

A task force of more than 125 law enforcement officers,
city and county officials, ministers and citizens poured into
the Hanging Moss Road Church of Christ family life center for
a call to action prayer breakfast in the fight against crime in
the city of Jackson June 5. With the declaration that “enough
is enough,” the community leaders joined in partnership with
the Hinds County Sheriff Department to bring a halt to the increase in aggravated assaults, armed robberies, carjackings
and homicides over last year’s numbers. Homicides were up
by nearly 50 percent over 2011.

16. November 8 – 14

Superstorm Sandy’s devastation:
floods, wind, fire and snow

The Obamas

President Barack Obama won re-election with 303 electoral votes to Republican candidate Mitt Romney’s 206. Obama
gained 60,652,149 popular votes to Romney’s 57,810,390. It
was a clear and decisive victory, now adding to history as the
first African American U.S. president had also been re-elected
to a second term. Ohio put Obama into the winning column
after numbers from urban areas like Cleveland and Cincinnati overtook the state’s Republican rural areas. On election
night around 8 p.m. central time, CNN created scenario after
scenario which all concluded that Obama would indeed be the
winner. Romney took till nearly 1 a.m. to concede the election. The draw back for the election day were the problems
at election polls with lines of voters waiting up to five hours to
cast their vote.

19. December 13 – 19

First African American
female elected to MS State
Senate Alice Harden dies

State Sen. Alice Harden (DMS)) died Thursday, Dec. 6, of
an undisclosed lengthy illness.
She was the first African American female elected to the Mississippi State Senate.
Longtime friend and State
Representative Alyce Clarke
said, “We’ve lost a good woman.
She was always a voice. … [W] Harden
hen we needed one in the Senate, we knew Alice would be there … doing what she
felt was in the best interest of her constituents.” Gov.
Phil Bryant and Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves issued statements, with Reeves saying, “…She fought diligently for
all Mississippi children to have an opportunity to receive
a good education. Her dedication to public service will
be missed.
20. December 20 – 26

Mississippi remembers victims of Sandy Hook
Elementary School with prayer vigil

17. November 15 – 21

Plane crash in heart of West
Jackson community

It was a miracle that Loretta Jamison only sustained burns
to her body when she jumped from the window of her residence at 220 Marcus Butler Drive in the West Jackson neighborhood. The wood frame house was reduced to charred
rubble Tuesday, Nov. 13, when a single-engine aircraft fell on
top of it. Three people on the plane were killed in the crash
– Col. John E. Tilton Jr., 65, Lt. Col. David Williams, 69, and
Capt. William C. Young, 78 – all pilots headed to a Federal
Aviation Administration safety conference in Raymond, just
25 miles away. Dental records were required to make proper
identification of the three. As helicopters flew over the scene
in the evening hours, news photos showed the intense flames
that lit up the sky.
18. December 6 – 12

Centenarian Nettie Williams
Whittington Hart dies at 113,
18th oldest person in world

Nettie Williams was born Oct. 31,
1899, in Farmhaven, Miss., the youngest child of Rev. Allen and Mary Williams. Whittington Hart
She married Sulum Whittington and to
their union 11 children were born. In 1946, Sulm died unexpectedly, leaving Nettie to raise nine of their 11 children on her own;
two had reached adulthood. As a documented centenarian,
she made appearances in Jet Magazine, on the Oprah Winfred Show and photo ops on the Today Show with Willard Scott.
She met President Bill Clinton and witnessed the election of
America’s first black president. She was the 18th oldest person
in the world. Her oldest child, daughter Flossie Davis, 90, gave
the family tribute at her funeral.

Sandy Hook shooting victims

The Governor’s office, the Mississippi Department
of Education, Jackson Public Schools, Jackson State
University, and many Mississippians expressed their
sorrow and concern for the safety of all school children, after the Dec. 14 murder of 20 school children
ages 5 and 6 and six adult teachers and staff at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Conn. It was the
worst school shooting in U.S. history. In a state issued
proclamation, Gov. Phil Bryant said, “I call upon all
citizens of this state to observe this moment of silence
(Friday, Dec. 22, at 9:30 a.m.) and ask places of worship and government buildings, which have the capacity, to ring bells 26 times during that moment in honor
of each life that was taken far too soon at Sandy Hook
Elementary School.”
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Guns, society and the law: Supreme
Court justices contest history in
assessing the right to bear arms
By Bruce T. Murray
Special to The Mississippi Link

The mass shooting in Newtown,
Conn., brought forth the simultaneous calls for more gun control and
the defense of gun rights - the same
debate that replays every time there
is a mass shooting in America. And
such incidents have occurred with
increasing regularity during the past
four years.
Whatever new policy emerges
in response to the recent shooting
may ultimately be decided by the
Supreme Court, which substantially
expanded the right to bear arms in
two recent cases, District of Columbia v. Heller (2008) and McDonald
v. Chicago (2010).
In Heller, the Court declared that
the Second Amendment protects an
individual right to bear arms - unconnected with service in a militia
- despite the Second Amendment’s
first two clauses.
In McDonald, the Court announced that the right to bear arms
is a fundamental right that applies in
all 50 states and their various municipalities. The Second Amendment previously applied only to
the federal government - restricting Congress from passing laws
infringing on the right to bear arms.
As a result of both decisions,
Congress and the state legislatures
are limited in how far they can
regulate firearms. In both cases,
the Court majority - following an
“originalist” philosophy - looked to
history to support their conclusions.
In particular, the McDonald court
focused on the Reconstruction period immediately following the
Civil War. During this violent and
tumultuous period, African-Americans were systematically disarmed
and prevented from adequately defending themselves against a hostile white population, as the Court
documents.

“The use of firearms for self-defense was often the only way black
citizens could protect themselves
from mob violence,” Justice Clarence Thomas wrote in his concurring opinion in McDonald.
“Without federal enforcement
of the inalienable right to keep and
bear arms, these [racist] militias
and mobs were tragically successful in waging a campaign of terror
against the very people the Fourteenth Amendment had just made
citizens.”
Dissenting justices took issue
with the majority’s interpretation
of history and the law. “The Court
hinges its entire decision on one
mode of intellectual history, culling selected pronouncements and
enactments from the 18th and 19th
centuries to ascertain what Americans thought about firearms. It is
not the role of federal judges to be
amateur historians,” wrote Justice
John Paul Stevens.
Setting the scene in 1865, Justice
Alito quoted Sen. Henry Wilson, a
Republican from Massachusetts,
from the 39th Congress: “In Mississippi, rebel state forces - men who
were in the rebel armies - are traversing the state, visiting the freedmen, disarming them, perpetrating
murders and outrages upon them;
and the same things are done in
other sections of the country.”
In response to this situation, Congress passed the Freedmen’s Bureau
Act of 1866 and the Civil Rights
Act of 1866, which sought to extend
civil rights to the recently emancipated slaves, including the right to
keep and bear arms. These measures were insufficient, according to
Alito, and Congress pushed forward
with a constitutional amendment to
provide full weight to the protections for African-Americans.
To show the importance of bearing arms, Alito quoted Sen. Samuel
Pomeroy during the debate over
the Fourteenth Amendment: “Every man … should have the right to
bear arms for the defense of himself
and family and his homestead. And
if the cabin door of the freedman is
broken open and the intruder enters
for purposes as vile as were known

to slavery, then should a well-loaded
musket be in the hand of the occupant to send the polluted wretch to
another world, where his wretchedness will forever remain complete.”
This and further historical testimony, Alito wrote, “only confirm
that the right to keep and bear arms
was considered fundamental. In
sum, it is clear that the framers and
ratifiers of the Fourteenth Amendment counted the right to keep and
bear arms among those fundamental rights necessary to our system of
ordered liberty.”
Alito applied the factual circumstances of the McDonald case to the
history. Plaintiff, Otis McDonald,
an African-American in his late 70s,
challenged Chicago’s handgun ban
because he wanted to keep a gun in
his house for self-defense - in this
case, not from white mobs but from
urban gangs and criminals.
Alito described McDonald as “a
community activist involved with
alternative policing strategies, and
his efforts to improve his neighborhood have subjected him to violent
threats from drug dealers.”
McDonald’s right to self-defense
in his own home is just as fundamental today as it was for the freed
slaves following the Civil War,
according to Alito. The Second
Amendment right to bear arms is
the logical, legal solution, he reasoned:
“If, as petitioners believe, their
safety and the safety of other lawabiding members of the community
would be enhanced by the possession of handguns in the home
for self-defense, then the Second
Amendment right protects the rights
of minorities and other residents of
high-crime areas whose needs are
not being met by elected public officials….”
Bruce T. Murray is an author, a
veteran journalist and a student at
Thomas Jefferson School of Law
in San Diego. His book, ‘Religious
Liberty in America: The First
Amendment in Historical and Contemporary Perspective,’ is available
from the University of Massachusetts Press. Or read more at www.
sagelaw.us

Forecast for 2013 state legislative
action released by National Black
Caucus of State Legislators

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Just in time for 2013’s state legislative sessions, the National Black
Caucus of State Legislators (NBCSL) released 32 policy resolutions
ratified by over 600 black state legislators. These resolutions help shape
NBCSL’s legislative priorities and
the 2013 policy agenda for black
state legislators nationwide.
“As black state legislators, we
should be at the forefront of every
policy dialogue exchanging ideas
about how to improve our communities, optimize our resources, and
help all of our constituents achieve
the American dream,” said NBCSL
President, State Representative Barbara W. Ballard (KS). “Our 2013
policy resolutions serve as a great
discussion point because they offer
tangible solutions.”
Passed during the NBCSL’s 36th
Annual Legislative Conference, all
resolutions are disseminated to state,
federal, corporate, and non-profit
partners in order to effect change and
can serve as the basis for both state
and federal legislation and action.
Resolution topics include:
21st Century Job Creation:
Resolutions call for facilitating small
business growth of minority-owned
enterprises; promoting the adoption
of telemedicine and Health Informa-

tion Exchanges; incentivizing the development of natural gas vehicles and
sustainable materials; and expanding
film, television, and media production.
Health Care Reform: Resolutions call for supporting of Medicare
and Medicare Part D as a critical
safety net to vulnerable populations,
increasing transparency in health
care coverage, improving patient access to prescription medication, and
ensuring every American has access
to vital healthcare treatments and services.
Civil Rights and Equality: Resolutions call for the preservation of
and expanded access to the ballot
box, continued support in the restoration of voting rights, and justice for
the Scottsboro Boys (in Alabama).
Affordable Housing: Resolutions
call for preserving homeownership,
thwarting predatory lending, supporting foreclosure mediation, and
ensuring fair and equitable distribution of inherited property.
Education: Resolutions call for
facilitating safe and supportive learning environments for all students,
and reducing the high school dropout
rate by raising the compulsory attendance age to 18.
NBCSL also released the December 2012 issue of its quarterly magazine, The Legislator, during the An-

nual Legislative Conference. With
a focus on education and education
reform, the current issue - targeted
at state legislators and stakeholders
- examines all sides of the education
debate. Articles cover a range of topics, including investment in Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs); Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM) education; the importance of nutrition
and familial support; equity for girls’
education; and overall education reform.
The National Black Caucus of
State Legislators (NBCSL) is a
membership association representing more than 600 African-American state legislators hailing from
42 states, the District of Columbia
and the Virgin Islands. NBCSL
members represent more than 50
million Americans of various racial backgrounds. For a copy of the
complete set of 2013 Policy Resolutions, go to http://nbcsl.org/publicpolicy/resolutions/item/620-2013ratified-policy-resolutions.html.
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The growing contingent workforce: contract
work can present new opportunities
By Tammy McIntyre
Special to The Mississippi Link

Thirty-five
percent of U.S.
companies relying
on smaller staffs
since the recession
means the landscape of the labor
market is changing substantially
and more employers are beginning
to emphasize the contingent flexible
workforce.
A recent survey from CareerBuilder finds that this trend is fully
expected to continue as 36 percent
of responding companies said they
planned to hire temporary or contract workers.
This number is up from 34 percent in 2011, 30 percent for 2010
and 28 percent for 2009. In addition
to demonstrating the idea that the
flexible workforce is beginning to
take hold, the results of the survey
are also positive for the individual
workers themselves.
Thirty-five percent of these employers said they ultimately planned
to hire their temporary employees
on a permanent basis. Why has
there been such expanded use of
contingent workers by U.S. business? It is largely due to pressure
on corporate CEOs to slash costs
and increase corporate earnings in a
recession.
The traditional and primary
target for cost cutting has always
been administration costs. In the
1980s, 1990s and early part of this
century, the mechanism for cutting
those costs was layoffs. Although
businesses still rely on layoffs to
reduce costs, the use of contingent
(temporary) workers is a popular
alternative.
To cut costs, now management
changes the status of select full-time
employees to temporary, part-time

or independent contractor. This
change in status is often times done
without the consent of the affected
employee.
Unless one desires this change
in status and can afford to forego
reduced income and in many cases
benefits, employees consider this
change in status undesirable. However, there are men and women who
choose this lifestyle.
We often refer to them as consultants, freelancers, temps, temporary
workers, independent workers and
seasonal workers. In some cases,
workers are forced to become a part
of the contingent workforce or face
having no income.
Before you decide to add “consultant” to your résumé, here are a
few items to consider. If you have
significant experience in a particular
area, consider leveraging your employment experience as a consultant, but keep in mind the following
industry standards and likely client
expectations for consultants:
• You have at least 10 years of
progressive experience in your specialty area.
• You have credibility and your
advice is sound.
• Your work or research has been
documented.
• You are considered an expert in
your field of knowledge.
• Others can vouch for you as references (this will come as you build
your consulting practice).
In addition, consider obtaining a
phone number where prospects can
reach you, a business card, mailing
address and a website to promote
yourself. As a consultant, your clients look to you for detailed guidance on a particular area of expertise.
For example, you may be hired
as an organization development
consultant or a merger strategy con-

sultant providing advice to the client. In many cases, the scope of the
project is broad and could include
several smaller projects within the
overall agreement. For that reason,
the work may occur as part of an
ongoing commitment, as opposed
to having a short-term assignment.
Just as volunteering often leads to
employment, so does being a contingent worker. If you find yourself
displaced or without a job, a contingent role could bridge the income
gap until you find permanent employment.
Many people find that they enjoy
the flexibility and freedom of working contingently and they start their
own businesses. Check sites such
as Guru, Craigslist and SoloGig for
project-based work.
Becoming part of a network affiliated with your services can be
very useful for finding work independently. You should also post a
profile on social networks, such
as LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com).
Maintaining your membership with
professional organizations and attending network meet-ups are advantageous ways to spread the word
to possible clients.
Be sure to sign up with temporary
agencies, such as Kelly Services,
Agile 1 and Manpower. A significant number of temporary workers
have landed full-time employment
within organizations that use these
temp agencies. Some agencies, such
as Lab Support and Lab Staffing, are
specialized for life science-related
fields, so be sure to approach agencies that have high odds of placing
you in your area of skill.
Tammy McIntyre is owner of
McIntyre Employment Service, an
agency providing individuals and
small businesses with career development services. Visit tammy@
mcintyre-employment.com.

Close out the year strong knowing how to
write a business plan, marketing strategy
By Marsha Friedman
Special to The Mississippi Link
December is
celebrated
as
National Write
a Business Plan
Month - so designated to encourage unhappy
employees to become their own
satisfied bosses. Whether your
goal is to own your own business,
become a consultant, a speaker or
an author, you’ll need to start with
a business plan.
Even if you launched your business years ago, it’s important to
revisit and refresh your plan. In
recent years, the economy, technology and consumer habits have
changed rapidly and dramatically,
affecting every aspect of your
business. That makes it absolutely
vital to re-evaluate your short- and
long-term strategies.
One of the most critical elements of any business plan is your
marketing strategy. Too often,
people don’t think through that
all-important component with the
same rigor they tackle aspects like
projected cash flow and long-term
goals.
Or they do put thought and effort into planning for market research, promotion and positioning
- and then never follow through on
their great ideas. One problem is
that most entrepreneurs (or professionals or authors) don’t have marketing experience. They may be
skilled tradesmen, savvy financial
advisers or talented writers - the
expertise they plan to build their
business around - but they’re not
marketers.
Some don’t realize that executing a solid marketing strategy is
essential to any venture’s success;
others know it’s important but
don’t know where to begin. Here’s
why it’s so important: You may

have the book that changes the
way business is done, or the product that solves a problem for lots
of consumers, but if no one knows
about it, they can’t come looking
for it.
Marketing is the fundamental
building block of any business; it’s
what drives the business, so it can’t
be an afterthought. The marketing
component of your business plan
should include a budget for time
(if you’re going to tackle the job
yourself) and/or money.
You need a timetable and a professional website that attracts visitors and makes it easy for them to
learn more about you, your product, book or service - and equally
easy to purchase what you’re selling.
Here are some other points to
consider as you’re developing
your marketing plan:
What is my message? Your
message needs to be more than
“My product is great.” What’s the
problem it solves? If you’re a professional, what’s the value you and
your service offer? How are you
different from your competition?
Who is my audience? Unless
you have a niche product, consider
your potential audience in terms
of ever-expanding ripples. For instance, a collapsible coffeepot may
be just the thing for a college student’s tiny dorm room. That’s your
initial target audience.
However, his parents and grandparents, who are helping outfit that
dorm room, might also be audiences. If they’ve downsized their living quarters, they might just want
one for themselves, too. In fact, it
could be great for campers, boaters
- anyone living in a small space.
Which are the appropriate media outlets for a PR campaign?
Social media is great for niche
products because online forums
build communities around com-

mon interests. Daytime TV talk
shows tend to have audiences with
lots of women. Most newspaper
readers are now 55 or older. Once
you have decided who your audience is, figure out what they’re
watching, listening to, reading,
and doing online, then customize
your message for that medium and
audience.
What’s your budget? When
you’ve answered these questions,
you should be able to determine
how much marketing you can do
yourself (if you’ll be doing any
at all) and how much you’ll need
help with. If you’re handling it
yourself, budget for the time it
will take to do things like keeping
your website active with fresh blog
posts once or twice a week; posting content on social media; developing pitches to get print, radio or
TV interested.
If you plan to pay a professional
for marketing services, use your
marketing plan to explore the costs
and timetable, and budget accordingly. Whether you’re launching a
dream or strengthening your existing business, you need to lay a
good foundation with a solid plan.
If marketing isn’t an important
component of that plan, your rocket to the moon will likely fizzle and
fade.
Marsha Friedman is a 22-year
veteran of the public relations industry. She is the CEO of EMSI
Public Relations (www.emsincorporated.com), a national firm
that provides PR strategy and
publicity services to corporations,
entertainers, authors and professional firms. Marsha is the author
of Celebritize Yourself: The 3-Step
Method to Increase Your Visibility
and Explode Your Business. She
can be heard weekly on her blog
talk radio show, EMSI’s PR Insider, every Thursday at 3 p.m. Eastern Time.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Provine students recognized as
SATP scholars at awards banquet
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Provine High School recognized more than 200 students
for achieving proficient and
advanced scores on subject
area tests administered last
spring. Provine Student Body
President Monique Hampton
welcomed the crowd, including family and friends of the
honorees, to the SATP Awards
Banquet held in the banquet

hall of the Jackson State University e-Center in November
2012.
The program featured a keynote by Hinds County District
Attorney Robert Shuler Smith.
Provine Principal Laketia
Marshall-Thomas and Gordon
Skelton, associate professor of
computer engineering at JSU
presented awards to honorees.
JPS Superintendent Ced-

Eric Stringfellow presenting a meritorious award to District Attorney Robert
Shuler Smith for being guest speaker at the banquet.

rick Gray and Board President
Monica Gilmore-Love offered
words of encouragement to
students as they received their
awards.
PHS Community Council
President Eric Stringfellow, an
alumni of the school with a prolific influence in the school’s
west Jackson neighborhood,
also gave remarks and presented a plaque of appreciation to

Shuler Smith.
The SATP awards banquet
was sponsored by the newly
formed PHS Community Council. The organization’s mission
is to support the students of
Provine High School through
community involvement and
engagement with the overall
goal of producing high school
graduates that are successful
and productive citizens.

Azlin Reed, 12th grade, receiving awards for having the second highest
score on the U. S. History exam.

Demetrius Brown, 11th grade, receiving a trophy for scoring proficient on
the Biology I exam, advanced on English II and Algebra I exams.

Hope S. Gray, 11th grade, with mother Catherine Gray. Hope scored advanced on her English II exam.

JPS and JSU librarians unite to JPS Board of Trustees honors
prepare students for college life Jim Hill High School student
The Mississippi Link Newswire
A collaborative partnership
between JPS high school librarians and the librarians
at Jackson State University
(JSU) is exposing JPS seniors
to the demands of college life.
In a forum entitled, “Transitioning to College,” high
school seniors learned about
life after high school and
about taking advantage of the
many programs available at
JSU.
Twenty former JPS graduates, now attending JSU, participated on this panel in No-

vember. JSU students served
on the panel at the school in
which they graduated and discussed the difference between
high school and college life
from their point of view.
Noting the important role
of the university library, JSU
students explained to seniors
how the library will be used
to aid in research, assist with
class assignments, and become an important place to
study and complete assignments.
JPS students, who have
been accepted to attend JSU,

are invited to visit the library
and tour the campus during
the spring semester.
The project is headed by
Jama Lumumba, JSU librarian; Carol Williams, Lanier
High School librarian; Christina Falgout, Murrah High
School librarian; Mary Heard,
Provine High School librarian; Eve Bell, Forest Hill High
School librarian; Antionette
Harvey, Woodall librarian;
Valarie Dear, Jim Hill High
School librarian, and Jeanette
Whisenton, lead librarian for
Jackson Public Schools.

Former JPS and current JSU students discuss the transitions from high school to college at Capital City
Alternative. (Left to right –front): Tiffany Edmondson, senior at JSU; LaQuita Sims, graduate JSU student;
Tonya Parker, sophomore at JSU; (Standing): Jama Lumumba, JSU librarian, (Sitting): Betty Cunningham,
Capital City alternative teacher

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Matthew Spann Jr. led the
Pledge of Allegiance to start
the December 11 School
Board meeting. He is a senior
at Jim Hill High School. During his four years at Jim Hill,
Matthew participated in several clubs and organizations
such as the Student Council,
Homecoming Committee and
the world renown Jim Hill
High School Concert Choir
under the direction of James
Hawkins.
Matthew enjoys reading,
singing and writing songs.
He is the son of Matthew and
Janice Spann Sr. Matthew
looks forward to attending
the University of Mississippi
majoring in music education
and plans to pursue a career in
education as a music teacher
or choir director.

Board member Kisiah Nolan presented Matthew with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the School Board.
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Someone you should know …

Malinda Butler - Alcorn State University’s head of
education and psychology, mentor, community leader
By Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob
Special to The Mississippi Link

She’s amiable, approachable and extremely likable. A
professional teacher, community leader and now the head
of education and psychology
at Alcorn State University,
Dr. Malinda Butler zestfully
loves her job. That is reflected in the eternal smile that
lights her face.
She was the university’s
first director of institutional
research. A prominent figure
in campus, community and
state activities, Butler is not
only a church member but
also a participant in social
groups wherein she inspires
admiration and has earned
prestige.
Butler is on the Mother’s

Board at Magnolia M.B.
Church, Port Gibson, where
the late Rev. Dorsey served
as the pastor and Rev. Johnson as the assistant pastor.
After earning her undergraduate degree at ASU,
Butler proceeded to secure
her Master’s and a Ph.D. in
instructional technology. A
seasoned educator, she taught
for over a quarter century and
understands the importance
of theory and practice in the
educational arena.
Married to Sen. Albert
Butler, it is significant that
they met at ASU and have
been together for almost two
score years plus. During his
stint as a teacher, County Supervisor and chairman of the
Claiborne County Board of

Supervisor, Sen.
Butler supported the Alcorn
alumni association and the university community.
As one of the
leading backers
of ASU, Butler is revered
as a mother and
grandmother
who champions
family values,
cares for her kith
and kin, providing
effective Malinda Butler
guidance
and
Jerry Komia Domatob is
leadership at home and in the
a professor and the interim
community.
She is a role model for head of mass communication at ASU in Lorman, Miss.
young women to emulate.

Butler with husband Sen. Albert Butler
He is an author, journalist,
photographer, poet and researcher. His latest publications are “Communication,

PHOTOS JERRY DOMATOB

Culture and Human Rights”
and “Positive Vibrations.”
You may contact him at Jdomatob@yahoo.com.

Retired Holmes County teacher celebrates 101 birthday

By Gail Brown
Special to The Mississippi Link

TCHULA, Miss. - Friday,
Dec. 14, was a very special day
for Ladye Marshall of Tchula.
She celebrated her 101 birthday.
The “birthday girl” told attendees she attributes much of her
longevity to “hard work.” And
speaking of “hard work,” Marshall is a retired Holmes County
educator in home economics.
She served for 45 years.
During Friday’s gathering in
her home, the matriarch was surrounded by her niece-caretakercompanion Florene Denson;
her granddaughter whom she

and her husband, the late S.V.
Marshall aka “Professor Marshall” reared, Cynthia MarshallMosler of Berlin, Germany; her
son Johnny Marshall and his
wife Gladys of Madison, Miss.;
her grandson Shawn Marshall of
upstate New York; and her aide
Irene Epps of Tchula.
Also attending were several
former students of the Marshalls: Holmes County Superintendent Powell Rucker of
Lexington; Verlinda Alexander
of Cruger; Patricia Rucker of
Madison; Gail Hargrove Marshall Brown of Clinton; Mary
Smith Peoples and her twin

Martha Smith Young, both of
Greenwood.
Alexander, Rucker, Brown,
Peoples and Young are also
grade-school classmates of
Marshall-Mosler which she
had not seen since fourth grade.
Former students Mississippi
State Correction Commissioner
Chris Epps, Holmes County
School District Speech Pathologist Margaret Brownlow and
Holmes County Department of
Health Specialist Joe Galion
were among those conveying
their warm expressions through
Brown, who assisted MarshallMosler in coordinating the ac-

tivity.
“We are so fortunate to have
had someone like Mrs. Marshall
in our lives,” said Alexander.
Others concurred. They reflected on how she always stressed
the importance of acting like a
lady - how to sit, cross your leg,
table etiquettes, etc. “It is an
honor to be in the presence of an
always eloquent person as Mrs.
Marshall,” expressed Superintendent Rucker. Marshall said
home economics still should be
a vital part of today’s curriculum.
According to a feature on
her in the Fall 2011 issue of
University of Illinois’ Illinois
Alumni, Marshall began teaching in Holmes County after the
eight grade. “… [I]n Mississippi
in the ‘30s, a girl could become
a teacher upon completion of
eighth grade,” the article stated. Marshall received $20 per
month. She previously stated
that she “never stopped loving
teaching and helping students.”
Through an opportunity
from the state of Mississippi,
her thirst for education led her
to earn her master’s degree in
home economics at the University of Illinois. She was “one of
a very few African Americans”
on the Urbana, Ill. campus then.
She earned her bachelor’s degree from Alcorn Agricultural
and Mechanical College (now
Alcorn State University).
Her favorite scripture in the
Bible is Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust
in the LORD with all your heart.
And lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways,
acknowledge Him, And He shall
direct your paths.”
Marshall’s paths have no

Florene Denson, Shawn Marshall and Ladye Marshall

Denson, Marshall and Holmes County Supervisor Powell Rucker
doubt witnessed much history
(directly or indirectly) during
her 101 years: from headlines of
World War I to the days of “Jim
Crowe” and the Civil Rights
Movement to the first U.S. African-American president getting
re-elected for a second term.
“She is politically active too,”
said Denson. Although confined
to a wheelchair, Marshall still
helps her niece to make phone

calls to remind people to vote or
to register to vote.
“Her mind is still sharp,”
Marshall-Mosler said. Last year,
Marshall’s son Johnny and others observed her 100th birthday with a “grand” celebration
at S.V. Marshall High School,
named in honor of her husband. During their reign, it was
called Tchula Attendance Center
(TAC).

JSU contracts compliance specialist
received third consecutive SMA award
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Kamesha Hill, contracts compliance specialist in the Jackson State
University Office of Contractual
Services, recently received a third
consecutive Strategic Marketing
Affiliates (SMA) Top Artwork Reviewer award. SMA is a collegiate
licensing company that partners
with Jackson State to generate revenue from the licensing of the university’s logo, image and brand.
Last year, JSU generated about
$67,000 through the program.
Hill, who has held her position
for seven years, said the award was
special because it “shows that I take
my job seriously.”
On average, Jackson State has
about 112 licensed vendors who
regularly submit artwork for ap-

proval to adorn various products
ranging from t-shirts and caps to
socks and area rugs.
“Our vendors submit their designs to SMA and once the company reviews it, they submit it to me
for final approval,” she said.
The average turnaround time for
vendors to get approval through the
program is 125 hours. Hill’s average is three hours.
“I’ve reviewed more than 662
pieces of artwork this year,” said
Hill, who’s peers only review (on
average) 221 pieces of artwork per
year. “It’s important for me to do a
good job because I am an alum of
Jackson State, I love Jackson State
and JSU doesn’t make money if I
don’t approve the artwork quickly.
So when I approve it, the merchan-

Hill

dise is able to get out to the market
to be sold.”
For more information on the JSU
licensing program, visit smaworks.
com.
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Blacks who had it tough
as kids stay alert longer
By Nancy Walsh
MedPage Today

Older African Americans
who recalled food deprivation and being thin in childhood lost cognitive powers at
a slower rate than their peers
in later life, a prospective
study found.
At baseline, the mean global score for cognitive function
among African Americans
was -0.23, with worse scores
being associated with indicators of early-life adversity

such as poverty and an adverse cognitive environment
in the home, according to
Lisa L. Barnes, PhD, of Rush
University Medical Center in
Chicago, and colleagues.
Then, during an average of
16 years of follow-up, cognitive z-scores decreased overall by 0.059 units each year,
but less in those who reported
going without food and in
those who were thinner than
average, whose annual decline was 0.021 units, the re-

searchers reported in the Dec.
11 issue of Neurology.
This slowing of decline associated with early-life deprivation was not observed
in white participants in the
study.
“The protective effect of
adversity in older African
Americans was unexpected
and the biological basis of
the association is unknown,”
they observed.
Previous research has suggested that deprivation and

Black women battle obesity
with dialogue, action
By Stacy A. Anderson
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) - It
was a matter of life or death,
specifically hers, that motivated Star Jones to act.
The former TV talk-show
host is waging a personal campaign that reflects an emerging
priority among black women like her: finding ways to
combat the high obesity rates
threatening their health.
Federal statistics show that
four out of five black women are overweight or obese.
Among Americans overall, the
rate is lower-nearly two out of
three.

Black women in
particular are beset by diets heavy
on
calorie-rich
soul food and fears
about how sweating
during exercise affects their hairdos.
Jones had open
heart surgery in
2010 at age 47 and
once weighed 300
pounds. She advises black women
to make simple
changes, like limiting portions and exercising 30 minutes
Jones
a day

adverse experiences in childhood may influence health
and cognitive ability in old
age, but little is known about
the effects of these early life
circumstances on the actual
rate of cognitive decline.
So Barnes and colleagues
analyzed data from a population-based study of aging
that included more than 6,100

PSA

older residents of Chicago.
A total of 61.4 percent were
African American, 37.7 percent were white, and the remainder were Hispanic or of
unknown ethnicity.
Between 1993 and 1997,
participants had a baseline interview assessing childhood
adversity and current cognitive function, and additional

interviews and cognitive
evaluations were conducted
at roughly 3-year intervals
thereafter.
Reviewed by Robert Jasmer, MD; Associate Clinical Professor of medicine,
University of California, San
Francisco and Dorothy Caputo, MA, BSN, RN, Nurse
Planner
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P A S T O R A L P O I N T S Love Works
By Rev. Archie Smith
Special to The Mississippi Link

We l c o m e
back to another
week of learning about love.
When we look
at the word
love we find
that throughout the ages man
has been trying to describe
this condition.
R & B artist Mary Wells described love in a manner many
of us don’t realize to be true.
She said she had two lovers
and she wasn’t ashamed because love has a split personality. It comes with joy and
pain; all at the same time.
This is one description of
emotional love, but the kind
of love that God has for us
goes beyond emotion; beyond
the physical. John 15:13 tells
us - “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man who
gives His life for his friend.”
Too often, we say we love
but man’s love comes with
conditions: we love when you
are good to us; we love when
things are going well; we love
when you are pretty; we love
before you gain weight. All
of these are emotional loves.
But God loves us when we
are wrong, He loves us when
we are overweight, He loves
us when we don’t love ourselves, God loves us!

As Christians, we must
be able to separate the emotion of love from the reality
of love. The emotion of love
is often focused on the good.
The reality of love is that
sometimes it hurts. The emotion of love comes with conditions but the reality of love
says that even when you are
at your worst, true love is still
the same.
I am often reminded of a
story I saw on a segment of
the television program, 60
Minutes, some years ago
about a woman who every
Sunday would catch a bus for
a six hour road trip down to
visit her son in prison serving
a life sentence for murder.
The story goes: This mother’s love was unconditional.
She did not approve of what
her son did. His crimes could
be described as heinous at
best, but he was her child.
Her love was unconditional.
The world condemned him by
locking him away. Everyone
agreed he was no good. He
deserved death; he deserved
to be punished. His brothers and sisters wouldn’t visit
him and friends stop coming
too! But his mother’s love
was constant. When the world
says forget about him - love
says - he’s still mine.
God saw the world’s sinful
condition, but in spite of all

that He still loves us enough
to save us.
John 6:33 - For the bread
of God is He which cometh
down from Heaven and giveth
life unto the world. The bible
is clear and I am so glad that
God does not reward us as we
deserve but by His nature, He
always forgives. His love is
unconditional and undying.
His son is a gift to all who
turn to Him. God’s love for
us is pure and conditional because we are His.
II Corinthians 5:15 - “And
that He died for all, that they
which live should not henceforth live unto themselves,
but unto Him which died for
them, and rose again.” God is
telling us here that true love
is not selfish or unkind that is
more than an emotion but a
way of life. The love God has
for us allowed Him to give.
This gift was unmerited
which means, we didn’t deserve it. Man had no claim
on it. The gift was not one
we could afford but yet it was
given. Some people give you
a gift with the expectation
that you would give them one
in return, but God’s gift was
given not with expectation,
but hope.
Romans 8:32 - He that
spared not His own Son but
delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him

also freely give us all things?
It was a pure movement
of love that expresses God’s
eternal compassion and of a
desire that all sinners should
not perish; a compassionate
God that spared Abraham’s
son but spared not His own. A
love God that was willing to
give His best when we were
at our worst. What manner of
love is this that ask for nothing in return but still give benefits?
The world has pre-conditioned us to give and support
gifts based on how we are
treated, but the gift that we
are now celebrating came as
an act of pure love. The reality of love is that just because
you love someone does not
mean they will love you back.
God was willing to give His
only son into the hands of sinful men with the full knowledge He would be slain and
thus save us from our sins.
Now, that’s love!
Continue to enjoy your holidays and be blessed by the
one who loves you the most
- God!
Rev. Archie Smith is the presiding elder of the Greenville
and Greenwood District of
the African Methodist Episcopal Churches. The Madison
resident is married to Valerie
Smith and they are parents of
four children.

Watch Night

By William H. Lamar IV
Special to The Mississippi Link

I don’t remember the year. Was it
1986? 1987? The
’80s have vaporized into memory.
But I know it
was Dec. 31, and I
remember what I was doing. I remember what we were doing: preparing to go down on our knees and
“watch” for the coming new year.
There is a pseudoscientific hypothesis about body memory. The
idea is that the body can store
memories just like the brain. Perhaps this is true. I know that around
11:30 to 11:45 p.m. on New Year’s
Eve, my family members’ bodies are liable to assume a kneeling
posture. We have always done it;
we always will. It is almost like an
involuntary muscle, like the heart
beating. By God’s grace, it just
happens.
And it doesn’t even matter if
we’re in church. On that day we
were in Brunswick, Ga., at the
home of my Aunt Evelyn. We had
decided not to attend Watch Night

at church that evening. I am not
sure, but I would speculate that
this act of the family congress had
to have been signed by my Grandmother Gladys. Or it would have
had no chance of becoming law.
I was a teenager, and it was the
first time I could recall missing
church on Dec. 31. I wondered
what we would do. From where
would the testimonies come about
how good God had been the previous 12 months? Who would tell
of the goodness of God in the land
of the living? Who would sing the
songs of Zion? Who would compose the not-always-faithful congregation of the always-faithful
God? My family would - all 15 or
so of us.
Truly, the church is not the building. The church consists of the bodies, hearts and minds of the people.
We were gathered and God visited.
We had our own testifiers, choir,
lections and lectors. We built an
altar in the family room. We sang
and prayed out the old year and
welcomed with joy the new year. I
do not remember exactly what we
sang or read. I do not remember the

contents of our prayers.
But I am sure that we paused to
remember the triumphs and struggles of our ancestors. Somebody
has to have thanked God for another year. Somebody has to have said,
“Lord, I am not what I ought to be.
But I thank you that I am not what
I used to be.” This is what happens
at Watch Night services.
Watch Night is now strongly
associated with African American
tradition, though it began with the
Moravians and was later adopted
by John Wesley is what is now
called Covenant Renewal service.
(Many people believe that it was
derived from enslaved Africans
celebrating Freedom’s Eve on
Dec. 31, 1862, as they watched
and waited for the Emancipation
Proclamation to become effective,
though scholars say that is not its
origin.)
The Watch Night celebrations
that formed and shaped me renewed covenants and celebrated
freedom. We repented of sin and
prayed for grace to live as disciples
of Jesus Christ in the new year. We
praised God that the “long night of

slavery” was over and, as Frederick
Douglass declared, “the glorious
morning of liberty” had dawned.
We were not in church that evening in the mid-’80s. But the church
was in us. And because of my firm
belief in the communion of saints, I
know that when we knelt we were
surrounded by those whose voices
had been hushed by time.
Gladys is gone now. Evelyn is
gone. But on Watch Night, I will
join with them on bended knee,
watching and waiting. Amen.
William H. Lamar IV is pastor of Turner Memorial African
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Hyattsville, Md. He previously
served three churches in Florida:
Monticello, Orlando and Jacksonville. At Leadership Education at Duke Divinity, he designs,
resources and facilitates educational opportunities related to
Christian leadership and pastoral imagination. He is the director of the Foundations of Christian Leadership program. Lamar
is a graduate of Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University
and Duke Divinity School.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
It is upon us. The
New Year!
This New Year
was a first for me
and my siblings. It
was the first year
without both of our
parents. Our mother left us December 21, 2011, and our father left us
20 years earlier. Now, we have a
brother, who has been in a medical
facility since April 2012, in very
poor health but we all know that
God is taking care of him.
Even though, I’ve longed to talk
with my mom on several occasions
throughout the year, I thank God for
the joy that came with 2012.
It was a year of miracles in so
many ways. It was the year that my
oldest child graduated from high
school; the year my youngest got his
first job, the year the doctor’s said
my oldest brother would leave us
in April 2012, and he is still here. It
was a year filled with so much, but
the most important thing is - it was a
year filled with love!
Like many of you, I am looking
forward to the new year. I do believe
that with it will come new opportunities; opportunities that will allow
each of us to find ourselves blessed
to be faced with the potential to enjoy 365 more precious days of life,
love and salvation.
Like many of you, I anticipate the
start of the year by releasing a lot of
what has taken place the previous
year, and what better place to do that
than in church.
I know that I have shared this
with you before, but to my knowledge, I think that I’ve only missed
two during my entire lifetime. I truly
enjoy gathering at the church to hear
and tell others about the goodness
that God
As a child I was taught that we
gathered at the church to watch the
New Year come in together and rejoice a new beginning in a religious
environment filled with testimonies
and praise. And over the years, I’ve
had the pleasure of seeing some
wonderful praising going on!
The services would always begin with an opening prayer, as a
Dr. Watts hymn would be sung or
hummed in the background. Soon
we would be in a full-blown testimonial and prayer service. The
adults would share the many experiences that they faced over the course
of the year, and our “Deacons or
Mothers’ Board” would make sure
that a rhythmic beat would continue
to be heard throughout the evening.
The evening would end with a soulstirring message from the pastor,
and a shout of Happy New Year!
Not only do I have vivid memories of the Deacons and Mothers’
Boards singing throughout the
night, but there would often be various choirs on hand to sing praises
unto the Lord. The ushers stood
their posts to assist as members and
guests shared their year in review.

Of course, our pastor would deliver
the climax of the evening and the
anticipation of a new day through
the message that he shared with us
as the time approached midnight.
Oh, the night was filled with testimonies from both young and old.
It was such a wonderful evening of
praise that I would hate to see the
service end, but I was just as excited
about the start of the new day that
opened the door to the New Year:
a new year of learning more about
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; a
new year of witnessing, a new year
filled with so many possibilities for
all of us.
This annual celebration is a joyous occasion, not just because it is
the beginning of the new year, but
because it reminds of all that whatever happened in the past should not
be forgotten but that we must always
look to the future for God’s continued love.
I am not aware of the events that
have taken place in your lives, but I
can tell that whatever has happened,
each day is a new and blessed day
given to us by God. We should all
rejoice in His goodness and praise
His holy name.
On New Year’s Day, just as any
other day, we all need to stop to
tell the Lord ‘thank you.’ Nations
across the world stop when the clock
strikes midnight to shout “Happy
New Year” in various languages so
why can’t we all stop to say “Thank
You Lord!”
My expression of gratefulness
may be different from yours but that
doesn’t matter because we all owe
God the words “thank you” for so
many different things.
I do, have and will always thank
God for His goodness to let me see
the start of a “New Year” and for
my parents who served as anchors
of wisdom for me and my nine siblings as we matured and learned in
a church filled with so many who
surrounded us with the goodness of
God’s love.
As this New Year develops, we
ask that you continue to share your
praises and good news with our
readers. This new year provides
even more opportunities to let others
know what God has done for each of
us.Remember the verse that I often
find myself sharing with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How
beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God
reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around the state
of Mississippi, would like to serve
as your personal messenger to share
your news and the news of your
place of worship and visit.
You may contact Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail
your information to The Mississippi
Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

Kwanzaa: honoring the values of ancient African cultures
By Holly Hartman
Special to The Mississippi Link
The year 2012 will see the 46th annual Kwanzaa, the African American
holiday celebrated from December 26
to January 1. It is estimated that some
18 million African Americans take
part in Kwanzaa.
Kwanzaa is not a religious holiday, nor is it meant to replace Christmas. It was created by Dr. Maulana
“Ron” Karenga, a professor of black
studies, in 1966. At this time of great
social change for African Americans,
Karenga sought to design a celebration that would honor the values of
ancient African cultures and inspire
African Americans who were working for progress.
Kwanzaa is based on the year-end
harvest festivals that have taken place
throughout Africa for thousands of
years. The name comes from the
Swahili phrase “matunda ya kwanza,”

which means “first fruits of the harvest.” Karenga chose a phrase from
Swahili because the language is used
by various peoples throughout Africa.
The Seven Principles (Nguzo
Saba)
Each of the seven days of Kwanzaa honors a different principle. These
principles are believed to have been
key to building strong, productive
families and communities in Africa.
During Kwanzaa, celebrants greet
each other with “Habari gani,” or
“What’s the news?” The principles of
Kwanzaa form the answers.
The Principles of Kwanzaa
umoja (oo-MOH-ja)
Meaning: unity
Action: building a community that
holds together
kujichagulia
(koo-jee-cha-gooLEE-yah)
Meaning: self-determination
Action: speaking for yourself and

making choices that benefit the community
ujima (oo-JEE-mah)
Meaning: collective work and responsibility
Action: helping others within the
community
ujamaa (oo-JAH-ma)
Meaning: cooperative economics
Action: supporting businesses that
care about the community
nia (nee-AH)
Meaning: a sense of purpose
Action: setting goals that benefit the
community
kuumba (koo-OOM-bah)
Meaning: creativity
Action: making the community
better and more beautiful
imani (ee-MAH-nee)
Meaning: faith
Action: believing that a better world
can be created for communities now
and in the future

Colorful Celebrations
Families gather for the great feast of
karamu December 31. Karamu may
be held at a home, community center,
or church. Celebrants enjoy traditional
African dishes as well as those featuring ingredients Africans brought to the
United States, such as sesame seeds
(benne), peanuts (groundnuts), sweet
potatoes, collard greens, and spicy
sauces.
Especially at karamu, Kwanzaa is
celebrated with red, black, and green.
These three colors were important
symbols in ancient Africa that gained
new recognition through the efforts
of Marcus Garvey’s Black Nationalist movement. Green is for the fertile
land of Africa; black is for the color of
the people; and red is the for the blood
that is shed in the struggle for freedom.
The Seven Symbols
Celebrants decorate with red, black,
and green as well as African-style tex-

tiles and art. At the heart of Kwanzaa
imagery, however, are the seven symbols.
The Seven Symbols of Kwanzaa
kikombe cha umoja
Meaning: the unity cup
Action: Celebrants drink from this
cup in honor of their African ancestors. Before drinking, each person says
“harambee,” or x “let’s pull together.”
kinara
Meaning: the candleholder, which
holds seven candles
Action: It said to symbolize stalks
of corn that branch off to form new
stalks, much as the human family is
created.
mazao
Meaning: fruits, nuts, and vegetables
Action: These remind celebrants
of the harvest fruits that nourished the
people of Africa.
mishumaa saba

Meaning: the seven candles that
represent the seven principles
Action: A different candle is lit
each day. Three candles on the left are
green; three on the right are red; and in
the middle is a black candle.
mkeka
Meaning: mat
Action: The symbols of Kwanzaa
are arranged on the mkeka, which
may be made of straw or African
cloth. It symbolizes the foundation
upon which communities are built.
vibunzi (plural, muhindi)
Meaning: ear of corn
Action: Traditionally, one ear of
corn is placed on the mkeka for each
child present.
zawadi
Meaning: gifts
Action: Traditionally, educational
and cultural gifts are given to children
on January 1, the last day of Kwanzaa.
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The church that attracts
people to Christ
Part IV: A strong and vigorous church

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
“Blessed
are
they which do
hunger and thirst
after righteousness,
for they shall be
filled.” (Matthew
5:6)
The fourth Beatitude of Christ
expresses a crucial, central truth.
When Jesus spoke to the multitude, the important question was
“What were they hungry for?” We
can give people social and economic freedom, but if their thirst
for fellowship with God remains
unquenched, they will still behave
like animals.
We have everything a machine
age can provide, yet boredom
and unhappiness have reached an
all-time high and our morals have
plunged to an all-time low. The
reason: Our hunger for God has
been dulled or wiped out by other
things. We have dulled our hunger
and quenched our thirst with the
desire for money, security, fame
and success.
The Nature of Righteousness: What is this righteousness
that Jesus exhorts us to hunger
for? The Bible teaches that God is
holy, righteous and pure. He cannot tolerate sin in His presence. A
holy God cannot have fellowship
with that which is unholy, unrighteous and unethical. Therefore, sin
breaks off friendship with God.
In spite of our sins and moral uncleanness, God loves us. He decided to provide righteousness for

us. This is the reason that He gave
His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on
the cross. “The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ, Our
Lord.” (Romans 6:23). Eternal life
is a free gift from God. If it is a gift,
then it is not something that we
earned, nor something that must be
paid back. On the ground of faith
in the atoning death and resurrection of His Son, God has provided
and ascribed righteousness for all
who will receive it.
Stumbling Blocks to Righteousness: It is not God’s will for
us to continue in sin - and in fact,
if we are completely indifferent to
the presence of sin in our lives the
Bible indicates we do not really
know Christ. Instead, we are to
hunger and thirst after righteousness - to pursue righteousness and
purity with God’s help, so that our
lives become increasingly like
Christ every day.
There are several things that can
spoil our appetite for the righteousness of God: (a) “Sinful pleasure
can ruin our appetite for the things
of God”; (b) “Self-sufficiency can
impair our hunger after God”; (c)
“Secret sin can take away our appetite for the righteousness of
God” - The secret sin we commit
has a price. Those evil resentments
we harbor in our minds against our
neighbors and the failure to forgive
those who have wronged us.
When the heart is filled with
wickedness, there is no room for
God. Jealousies, envies, prejudices and malices will take away
our appetite for the things of the

Spirit. Judas was one of the twelve
disciples, outwardly a diligent follower of Christ. But in his heart,
he tolerated greed and evil and
they led him to betray Jesus and
eventually he committed suicide.
(d) “Neglect of our spiritual life
can take away our appetite for the
righteousness of God.” The Bible
warns us against neglect of our
souls. People are too busy with
everyday affairs to be concerned
with Bible reading, prayer, and being thoughtful to their fellowmen.
Vigor in the Early Church
(Acts 2:40-47): We read in the
scriptures that the early church
was filled with the Holy Spirit.
They had no church buildings, no
Bibles, no automobiles, no planes,
no trains, no televisions, no radios,
etc., yet they turned their world
upside down for Christ. They
lived their lives daily for Christ.
They suffered persecution and
even death gladly for their faith in
Christ. What was the secret of their
success - even in the face of opposition and death? They hungered
and thirsted after righteousness.
And those with whom they came
in contact could not help but be impressed by the quality and purity of
their lives and their love.
Today, the great masses of the
unbelieving world are confused as
they gaze upon the strife within and
among religious bodies. Instead
of a dynamic, growing, powerful,
Christ-centered church, we see division, strife, pettiness, greed, jealousy, and spiritual laziness - while
the world is standing on the brink

of disaster. Many name the Name
of Christ; however, they live in
constant defeat. They have unclean hands, unclean lips, unclean
tongues, unclean feet, unclean
thoughts, and unclean hearts yet
they claim to be Christians.
About 3,000 people became new
believers when Peter preached the
Good News about Christ (Acts 2).
These new Christians were united
with the other believers, taught by
the apostles, and included in the
prayer meetings and fellowship.
New believers in Christ need to
be in groups where they can learn
God’s Word, pray, and mature in
the faith. Recognizing the other
believers as brothers and sisters in
the family of God, the early church
shared all they had so that all could
benefit from God’s gifts.
As members of God’s family,
it is our responsibility to help one
another in every way possible.
God’s family works best when its
members work together. A healthy
Christian community attracts people to Christ! What are you doing
to help attract people to Christ and
your place of worship (church)?
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor of Crossroads Church of God
in Farmhaven (Canton), Miss.
He is married to Velma L. Green.
He honorably served in the U.S.
Army for 20 years. Presently, he
is a member of the National Association of Evangelism Church of
God Anderson, Ind., and serves as
vice-chairman at the Southeastern
Association of The Church of God,
Inc.
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The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of December 27
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Answer yes in 2013!
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“Will your
heart and soul
say yes
Will
your
spirit still say
yes
There is more
that I require of thee
Will your heart and soul say
yes.”
These are the opening words
of the powerful worship song,
“Yes” by Shekinah Glory Ministries. The song’s very soothing
melody sweetly encourages a
yearning to be close to the heart
of God and submit to his will. It
is that yearning that is intended
to inspire us to simply say yes to
God. The first time I heard my
church choir sing it, all I could
do after hearing the chorus sung
once was to lift my hands and
join along in singing, “Yes.”
“Now will your heart and soul
say yes
Will your spirit still say yes
(yes)
If I told you what I really need
Would your heart and soul say
yes .”
This song reminds me of the
outstanding movie adaptation of
the best-selling book “The Pursuit of Happyness” starring Will
Smith and his son Jaden Smith.
As Chris Gardner, the homeless man determined to make
it through an unpaid stock broker internship, Smith displayed
his growth as an actor. But the
part of the movie that was most
touching for me was when they
were seeking a permanent place
to stay. He asked his son one
simple question as they moved
from their home to a motel and
then to a homeless shelter: “Do
you trust me?” Without hesitation, his son Chris would re-

spond yes, he did.
“Now will your heart and soul
say yes (yes)
Will your spirit still say yes
There is more that I require of
thee.
Will your heart and soul say
yes?”
How much more simple
would our lives would be if
when God asked us to come out
of our comfort zone, try something new and reach out for the
more that he has for us, we’d
say “yes” as opposed to what we
usually say, “I don’t know: I’ve
never done anything like that
before.” When we say, “yes,” we
are affirming that we not only
agree but also we will obey God.
Matthew 5:37 says “Simply let
your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your
‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this
comes from the evil one.”
Many of us have or are getting ready to write another list
of those dreaded New Year’s
resolutions. But consider doing something different in 2013:
rather than make a long list of
promises that might be difficult to keep (even though you
may have the best intentions),
why not propose saying something different to God? Say one
simple word: YES. This awesome song‘s liberating chorus
shows that obedience can also
be equally liberating.
Instead of explaining to him
how you plan to change, change
your plans and submit to his
will.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship Ends.” She can be reached
at
lovehangover@juno.com,
at www.shewandariley.com or
www.anointedauthorsontour.
com

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

SUNDAY:

MONDAY:
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.
1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
			Ph: 601-355-2670
ARTISTS					
ALBUM
WEDNESDAY:
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Fax: 601-355-0760
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

SONGS
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1.

Take Me To The King

Tamela Mann

2.

Hold On

3.

It’s Not Over

Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson

4.

Awesome

Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago

5.

Life & Favor (You Don’t Know)

John P. Kee And New Life

6.

Shifting The Atmosphere

Jason Nelson

7.

Testimony

Anthony Brown & group therAPy

8.

Let The Church Say Amen

Andrae Crouch Featuring Marvin Winans

9.

God’s Up To Something Good

Hart Ramsey & The NCC Family Choir

10.

Turning Around For Me

VaShawn Mitchell

www.collegehillchurch.org
• chmbc@collegehillchurch.org
James Fortune & FIYA Featuring Monica
& Fred Hammond

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church
“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”
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Bethel
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Church
9:30 a.m.
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Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir
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Service
School
- 9:15 a.m.
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Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
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WOAD
AM 1300
- 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Adult
Choir
Rehearsal

Live Radio Broadcast

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal
Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204
OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

S U N D A Y

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!
“A Church Preparing for a
485 W. Northside Drive
• Jackson, MS
Home Not Built by Man”
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl
E Twyner, pastor

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

9:00 a.m. - Worship Services
W E D N E S D A Y

7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

Sunday

T V
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8:00 a.m. - Channel 14 (Comcast)

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

H oly Temple M.B. Chur ch

5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS 39209
(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Advertisement for Bids
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management, 501 North West
Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 01/22/2013, for:

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and
Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B,
Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on
Thursday, 01/24/2013, for:

RE:
		
		
		

RE:
		
		

GS# 601-121 Park Renovations South (PP002 Re-bid)
Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries and Parks

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:
			
Address: 		
			
			
Phone:		

Waycaster &
Associates Architect
Post Office Box 824
112 Main Street, Suite A
Natchez, Mississippi 39120
601-442-3649

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in
accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

GS# 552-004 Dorm B Renovation
Mississippi Schools for the Blind and Deaf
(Department of Education)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:		
			
Phone:		

Architecture South
330 West Jefferson St.
Tupelo, MS 38804

		

662-844-5843

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.
NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use
at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

12/20/12, 12/27/12

12/20/12, 12/27/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Advertisement for Bids
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and
Real Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B,
Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on
Thursday, 01/24/2013, for:
RE:
		

GS# 213-045 Mechanical Technology Building
Northwest Mississippi Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:
			

Pryor & Morrow Architects and
Engineers, P.A

Address:
			

Post Office Box 167
Columbus, Mississippi 39703

Phone:		

662-327-8990

A deposit of $300.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.
NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use
at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

12/20/12, 12/27/12

Legal
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, January 15,
2013 at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall
located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City
Hall for the following:
07012-011513 – Six (6) Motorcycles

88598-011513 – Twelve Month Supply of Swimming Pool Purification
Chemicals

74507-011513 – Twelve Month Supply of Asphaltic Pavement Materials

The above must comply with the City’s specifications.
Copies of
proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200
South President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk
for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular
Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business
with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder
or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance
with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO
Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall
disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the
EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development
at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any
bid submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder
quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The
award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest
total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery
time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those
cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention
is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that
determination during the bid review.
Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1022

12/20/12, 12/27/12
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DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140
Call M-F 8am-5pm
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Bid 2250- E-Rate
School Year 2013 and 2014
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid
will be received by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson
Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M.
(Local Prevailing Time) January 22,2013, at which time
and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any
and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the
acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar
days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and
detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge
by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601)
960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above
address. For questions contact Mr. Phillip Hairston (phairston@jackson.k12.ms.us.
12/20/12, 12/27/12

legal
NOTICE OF JACKSON CITY COUNCIL
MEETING LOCATION CHANGE
THE REGULAR STANDING MEETING OF THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M. ON
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2013 WILL BE HELD AT MILLSAPS COLLEGE, THE AC RECITAL ROOM, 1701 NORTH
STATE STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 39210. IF ANY
REASONABLE ACCOMODATIONS ARE REQUIRED,
PLEASE CONTACT MR. SAM GLEESE, THE CITY OF
JACKSON’S ADA COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR, AT
(601) 960-1863 TO ARRANGE AND SECURE THESE
SERVICES. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE
CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK AT (601)
960-1035 OR (601) 960-1033.

www.mississippilink.com

Subscribe TODAY

2659 Livingston Road • Jackson MS, 39213
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Big Reach!

Small Price!

Run this size ad in over
100 newspapers statewide
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Aler t
Monitoring
24/7

Big Reach!

r'SFF&RVJQNFOU r&BTZ4FUVQ
r'SFF4IJQQJOH r/BUJPOXJEF4FSWJDF

Order Now!

Small Price!
Run this size ad in over
1-888-714-7318
100 newspapers statewide
Call today:

for less than $11 per paper.
LONGISTICS

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.

TEAM DRIVERS

With Operations in the Greater Memphis Area

• Great Equipment

• Consistent Pay

• No Touch Freight
• Super Benefits
Top-Rated
Medical
Alarm
• Quarterly
Bonus
• Good Home Time

Medical Alert Pet Friendly!
REQUIRES: CDL-A, 25 years old, 2 years OTR,
Monitoring
Good MVR, & Clean Criminal Record
24/7
Call HR: 800-789-8451

FAX
662-892-4155 • www.longistics.com
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r&BTZ4FUVQ

r'SFF4IJQQJOH

r/BUJPOXJEF4FSWJDF
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Order Now!

John got in the game
with a wideSmall
range of
Price!
sports, movies and
1-888-714-7318
Run
in over
more & saved
upthis size ad
Packages start at just
100 newspapers statewide
to $850!
LONGISTICS
for less
than $11 per paper.
Call today:

TEAM DRIVERS

Call your local newspaper or
With
Operationsat
in 601-981-3060.
the Greater Memphis Area
MS Press
Services

Nicole went
back to
• Consistent Pay
basics and
saved $312!
• Super
Benefits

• Great Equipment
Everyday price $24.99/mo
• No Touch Freight
• Quarterly Bonus

• Good Home Time
Top-Rated
Medical Alarm
Pet Friendly!

REQUIRES:
Medical
Alert CDL-A, 25 years old, 2 years OTR,
Good MVR, & Clean Criminal Record
Monitoring
24/7 Call HR: 800-789-8451
FAX 662-892-4155 • www.longistics.com
SAME DAY
r'SFF&RVJQNFOU
r&BTZ4FUVQ
PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS
r'SFF4IJQQJOH r/BUJPOXJEF4FSWJDF INSTALLATION

Order Now!
Call today:
INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS

For 3 months.

IN UP TO 6 ROOMS
Where available.

CALL TODAY INSTALLED TODAY!

1-888-714-7318

with qualifying packages. Offer based on the
discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home.
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

Join Nicole and John and start
saving now on TV!
LONGISTICS

TEAM DRIVERS
1-888-471-1216

With Operations in the Greater Memphis Area

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712
• Great Equipment
• Consistent Pay
Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at•a time):
Only available withBenefits
new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months
subscription,
you will receive Freight
Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo). After 3 months,
• of your
No
Touch
Super
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at
Bonus
• OfferGood
Time
participating Blockbuster stores.
not available inHome
Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin
Islands. Streaming to TV •and someQuarterly
channels not available with select
packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month

agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply.
$10/moFriendly!
HD add-on fee waived for life of current account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay
Pet
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and
REQUIRES:
25monthly
years
old,
2 years
OTR,
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation
or unreturned equipmentCDL-A,
fees apply. Upfront fee,
fees, and limits
on number
and type of receivers
will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (notGood
available in all markets).
HD programming
requires HDCriminal
television. All prices, packages,
programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without
MVR,
& Clean
Record
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®,
HR:
Cinemax® and related channels and service marksCall
are the property
of Home800-789-8451
Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC.
Netflix662-892-4155
is a registered trademark of•Netflix.
Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time,
FAX
www.longistics.com
non-refundable processing fee.
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The Mississippi Link
Pick Up

PASS
MPS
n2x2

At The Following Locations:

j a c k s o
Dollar General
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Bully’s Restaurant
Revell Ace Hardware
3118 Livingston Road
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
cash & carry
Dollar General
Capitol Street and Monument Street
304 Briarwood Dr
City Hall
Dollar General
219 S President St
2855 McDowell Rd
Garrett OfficePASS
Complex
Dollar General
2659 Livingston Road
Medical
104 Terry Rd
JJ Mobil
Guardian
Rite Aid
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
2x2
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
JSU Student union
3.556x2
Rite Aid
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
114 E. McDowell Rd
48
Web
Liberty Bank and Trust
Rite Aid
2325 Livingston Rd. MPS
6075 Old Canton Rd
lumpkins bbq
2x2
182 Raymond Road
CAN T ON
McDade’s Market
A&I
Northside Drive
PASS
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
McDade’s Market #2
B&B
Longistics
653 Duling Avenue
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
2x2
Picadilly Cafeteria
Boutique Store
Jackson Medical Mall
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
3.556x2
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
Bully’s Store
Piggly Wiggly48 Web
Church Street - Canton, MS
2875 McDowell Road
Medical
Community Mart
Shell Food Guardian
Mart
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
5492 Watkins Drive
Fryer Lane Grocery
2x2
SPORTS MEDICINE3.33x2
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
John got in the game
Fortification and I-55
Floral Design
with a wide rangeHamlin
of
46 Web
Two Sisters Kitchen
sports, movies and285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
MPS
707 North Congress - Jackson,
Grocery
more MS
& saved upJoe’s Sandwich
Packages start&at just
Upton tire
507
Church
Street
Canton,
MS
to
$850!
2x2
3.556x2
Countyline Road and State Street
K & K One Stop
Murphy USA 48 Web
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
Longistics
6394 Ridgewood
Rd (North Jackson)
Lacy’s Insurance
Nicole went
back to
421 Peace Street
- Canton, MS
Dollar General
2x2
Everyday price $24.99/mo
basicsDrand
savedJackson)
$312!
Soul Set Barber Shop
3957 Northview
(North
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Dollar General
3.33x2
Trailer Park Grocery
2030 N Siwell Rd
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
Dollar General
46 Web
B Y R A M
4331 Highway 80W
Medical
SAME DAY
Dollar
General
Dollar General
CHANNELS
Guardian PREMIUM MOVIE125
INSTALLATION
Swinging
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
IN UPBridge
TO 6 ROOMSDr.
Dec23_MCAN

2x2

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS

with qualifying packages. Offer based on the
discounted $5 price for the Blockbuster @Home.
One disc at a time, $10/mo. value.

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VowelL’s Market Place
5777 Terry Road
C L I N T ON
Dollar General
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L AN D
Rite Aid
398 Hwy 51
T erry
Mardi Gras Café
106 West Cunningham Avenue
R a ym o n d
Hinds Community College
Welcome Center
505 E. Main Street
Sunflower Grocery
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
Love Food Mart
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
Raymond Public Library
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
Raymond City Hall
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U ti c a
Hubbard’s truck stop
Mississippi Hwy 27
Pitt Stop
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B o lt o n
Mack’s Café
103 West Madison Street
Bolton Library
Bolton City Hall

Where available.

For 3 months.

CALL TODAY INSTALLED TODAY!

3.33x2

Join Nicole
John and start saving now on TV!
46 and
Web
Longistics
2x2

1-888-471-1216
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo). After 3 months,
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not available in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of current account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®,
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time,
non-refundable processing fee.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
program. Financial aid if qualified - Job Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
areas.Web
Home daily, paid by load.
placement assistance. CALL3.556
Aviationx 6City 48
Dish Network
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Institute of MaintenancePASS
866-455-4317.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from 2x6
Centura College
Home. •Medical •Business •Criminal 5556.
Justice •Hospitality. Job 2x2
placement assis- SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
tance. Computer available. Financial and refresher classes start every Monday.
Aid if qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call Financing available for those who qualify,
8 8 8 - 8 9 9 - 6 9 1 4 . jobs available now! Call 1-877-285www.CenturaOnline.com
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

For Sale, Misc.

PASS
DRIVER - $0.03 Enhanced
Quarterly
Bonus! Get paid for
any portion you
Aviation
qualify for: safety, Mainenance
production, MPG. CDLA, 3 months current OTR
2x2experience.
3.556x2
800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com
48 Web NOW
DRIVER. TANGO TRANSPORT
HIRING Regional
OTR Team.
Top Pay, ,
Centura
College
Plenty of Miles, Great Home
2x2Time. Family
Medical/Dental, 401K, Paid Vacations.
Call 877-826-4605 or www.drivefortango.com
Drivers - CDL-A NO GIMMICKS! Just
great pay, miles, hometime and benefits.
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solos start
3.556x2
at 36¢/mile. 1 year experience
required.
800-942-2104 ext.48
7308
or 7307.
Web
www.TotalMS.com Aviation
Drivers - CDL-AMainenance
STAR OF THE ROAD!
Tuition reimbursement up2x2
to $5,000. New
student pay AND lease3.33x2
program. Up to
46 Web877-521$5,000 SIGN-ON BONUS!
Centura College
5775. www.USATruck.jobs
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING
NET2x2
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state. An affordable, low-cost
way to reach over 1 million readers. Call
MS Press at 601-981-3060.

WRAP UP YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING with 100 percent guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door OMAHA STEAKS.
SAVE 68% PLUS 2 FREE GIFTS - 26 gourmet favorites only $49.99. ORDER today,
1-888-713-1754, use code 45102DAE
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/os23.

Services
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564, for $10.00
off your first prescription and free shipping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888471-1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.

Services
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

STUMPS?
50% Discount
Limited Time Only!
Visit our website
www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment
or call
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

Place Your
Classified Ad In Over

100 Newspapers...

One Call, One Order,
One Check!
Call your local
newspaper or MS Press

601-981-3060

Week of December 23, 2012
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JPS/PEPSI ANNUAL
Christmas Tournament
expected to be exciting
By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

Not only will the Annual
JPS Christmas basketball tournament have 3 defending state
champions participating, it

will have other teams ranked
in the top 10 in the state playing.
On the girls side, Forest
Hill’s Lady Patriots are 11 &
1, ranked 5th in the state, and

Provine is ranked number 1 in the state

currently the defending 6A
State champion. Lanier’s Lady
Bulldogs, Meridian’s Lady
Wildcats, and Canton’s Lady
Tigers are all ranked in the top
10 in the state.
Expect the action to be nonstop and borderline frantic.
Just to add another element
into the mix, Lanier’s girls
have won the tournament 3
straight years and do not want
to relinquish that title. They
have a 4 peat on their minds.
Coach Jonas James will no
doubt have his girls ready for
the challenging tasks. Armed
with USM signee, current
Metro player of the year, and
dandy dozen player, Kierra
Jordan, Lanier is looking to
springboard their season into
another level. Last year they
beat Forest Hill in the JPS
championship game and the
Lady Patriots have not forgotten.
On the boys side, some of
the state’s best players will
go head to head. Murrah’s
Josh Carroll, Callaway’s Malik Newman and TreShawn
Bolden are just a few of the top
boys playing.
Teamwise, it should be interesting. Provine is looking to
become the only second boys
team in tournament history
to 3 peat. Lanier did it when
Monta Ellis played at Lanier
from 2002 to 2004. Provine

is currently ranked number 1
in the state and is undefeated
against Mississippi competition. All of their games haven’t
been blowouts, but they have
been wins. Provine has 3 to
5 players that can score in
double digits and that makes
Coach Otis Gaines’ job a lot
easier.
St. Martin, another top ten
school will be playing in the
tournament also. However,
teams like defending state
champions Jim Hill and Callaway can not be overlooked.
Both teams have winning records and are well coached.
Coach Stanford Speech lost
another of seniors last year,
but his Tigers are still causing
problems for their opponents.
And of course, when you
have the ESPN National Freshman of the year, and a head
coach that has won four state
titles, you feel very good about
your chances. That’s what Callaway brings to the table.
Murrah under new Coach
Tim Speech could also make
some noise. The Mustangs are
one of the deepest teams in the
tournament and have played
several top teams very close if
they did not defeat them.
Finally, a young team that
could be very dangerous
would be the Lanier Bulldogs.
Coach T.J. Billups continues
to amaze with the coaching job
he does. Billups doesn’t get the
superstars as often as he once
did, but that doesn’t stop his
winning ways. His teams play
defense and play hard. Teams
have already learned that Lanier will not be an easy out.
So bring the family out to
see some exciting hoops action
this week. JPS/PEPSI Tournament starts Wednesday, and
Northwest Rankin is hosting
one starting Thursday.

USM signee Kierra Jordan has the Lady Bulldogs ranked in the top 10

Action is always fierce when JPS teams play each other
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Book Review:
“Time to Shine”

Nikki Carter
c.2012, Dafina Teen
$9.95 / $10.95 Canada • 240 pages

by

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
Your friends all know better. They know they’re wasting
their breath when they try to
tell you to do something. They
know it won’t work. They can
make suggestions, offer opinions, or say how they’d act
in your situation, but tell you
what to do? Uh-uh-uh.
They know better, and in the
new book “Time to Shine” by
Nikki Carter, pushiness can
backfire for a boy, too.
No drama for the rest of the
school year. That’s what Sunday Tolliver said and it was
a great idea, except it didn’t
work. Drama started with the
Atlanta wedding of Sunday’s
mentor, Mystique and the rapper Zac. But when Zac’s babymama dropped his son off at
the reception, that didn’t make
Mystique very happy.
Then there was Sam, who
was Sunday’s ex. When she
caught him in a lie a few
months before, Sunday told
Sam that she couldn’t tolerate
an unfaithful man but he kept
saying it was all a mistake.
He wanted Sunday back and
everybody thought she should
give him a second chance. But
there was no such thing.
Even though she had to work
with him, she simply didn’t
want any lying man around.
She didn’t want Sam around
partly because of DeShawn,
who was Sunday’s buddy. Seriously, just friends, except that
DeShawn was cute and funny,
and he totally understood Sunday.
She wasn’t ready for another
man in her life - freshman year
at Spellman College was too
much fun to tie herself down but she wasn’t ready to let DeShawn go, either.
Then, to this personal drama,
add the little spat between Sunday’s roomie, Gia, and her boo,
Ricky. They were being celibate but Ricky hated that and
Gia wasn’t sure she could live
without him.
In the meantime, besties
Piper and Meagan learned that
they were dating the same man
and that caused other ugliness.
Sunday’s “entourage,” in other
words, was breaking up.
Above all, though, Sunday
had to keep her eye on her
career. She was an awardwinning
singer-songwriter
and was up for more awards.
Life would’ve been good, if
only her cousin Dreya stopped
scheming and Sam stopped
dreaming of reconciliation.
Yep, Sunday Tolliver wanted
to keep drama out of her life
for awhile. Too bad it wouldn’t
be possible….
Want a teen novel that snaps
with energy and crackles with
sass? Then you want this latest book in the Fab Life series.
Just like the other books featuring Sunday Tolliver, author
Nikki Carter takes a little bit of
normal teen life and sprinkles
it with fame, paparazzi and fortune.
I’ve always liked the good
mix of characters that Carter
offers: black and white, adult
and almost-adult, completely
without violence and with relatively tame boy-girl interaction. That all makes this book
darn-near perfect for teens
ages 14-to-17.
Yes, this is the next installment in a series, but I really
think Carter makes it easy to
start here. If you’re up for a
fun teen novel, grab “Time to
Shine” and read it. Then tell
your friends they’d better, too.

www.mississippilink.com
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Oprah says Rihanna was one
of her standout interviews
eurweb.com
The former queen of daytime television is shocking us once again.
Oprah told The Hollywood Reporter that her most amazing interview was with controversial pop star,
Rihanna.
“Interestingly enough, the person
who surprised me the most was Rihanna,” she said.
Oprah refuses to interview people
who preface their interview with
questions she can’t ask.
She said Rihanna “brought one
thousand percent of her. You could
tell that she came ready. She was
open to anything.”

Before the interview, Oprah really
didn’t know much
about Rihanna except her music. Afterward, she found
her to be “thoughtful
and so smart.”
“What’s really
happening is that
people see that when Rihanna and Winfrey
they give me an opportunity to sit down with them, training: You allow the presence in
I really just want them to be fully you to speak to the presence in the
themselves,” Oprah shared. “The other person. You drop the facade,
way I approach every interview is and you really see soul to soul with
to use my own sort of Super Soul somebody.”

EUR Perspective: The Best Movies of 2012
eurweb.com
It’s that time of the year - where
every publication comes out with
their year-end top-ten list of movies.
Let’s join in on the crowd.
Here are the ten best films of 2012.
10. FLIGHT - Everything seems
a bit sedate after the movie’s astonishing opening plane-crash sequence
- seriously, it’ll make you avoid the
airport for the rest of your life - but
Denzel’s powerhouse performance
as an alcoholic, junkie pilot picks up
the slack. He’ll be right in the thick
of the Oscar race.
9. THE MASTER - It doesn’t
spark Paul Thomas Anderson’s other
films, but this thoughtful slow-burn
of a look at scientology is bolstered
by a captivatingly unhinged Joaquin
Phoenix and an eerily charismatic
Philip Seymour Hoffman.
8. THE AVENGERS - Give a
hand to Joss Whedon - he perfected
the big-screen comic adventure with
The Avengers, juggling a franchise’s
worth of superheroes in a perfect

blend of action, humor and heart.
7. LES MISERABLES - A classic story, spectacularly crafted by
Tom Hooper (The King’s Speech).
Allowing the talented actors - Hugh
Jackman and Anne Hathaway, particularly - to sing live gives the movie awesome punch.
6. ARGO - Ben Affleck. Whodathunkit? He’s come all the way
back from Hollywood purgatory,
reinventing himself as an extraordinarily capable director. This taut, supremely crafted historical tale is his
best film to date.
5. SKYFALL - The excesses and
bloated spectacle of the latter Brosnan Bond films seem to be a million
miles in the past. Daniel Craig’s new
Bond is sterling in this lean and awesome adventure, ably directed by
Sam Mendes and featuring a great
Javier Bardem as the lead baddie.
4. DJANGO UNCHAINED Another juicy, pulpy masterpiece by
Quentin Tarantino. Jamie Foxx is a
powerful leading man, and Leonar-

do DiCaprio is all smarmy scumbag
as a deranged plantation owner.
3. BEASTS OF THE SOUTHERN WILD - An extraordinary,
heartbreaking debut effort by the talented director Benh Zeitlin, capturing the lives of a young girl (Quvenzhané Wallis) and her father (Dwight
Henry) in a storm-ravaged Louisiana
community. The actors - amateurs all
- are outstanding.
2. LINCOLN - Steven Spielberg
and Daniel Day-Lewis give Abraham Lincoln the warmth, humanity
and reverence he deserves. A special
tip of the hat to James Spader, hilarious as one of Lincoln’s political operatives.
1. ZERO DARK THIRTY - No
doubt. Kathryn Bigelow and Mark
Boal - the team who made The Hurt
Locker - come up with another BestPicture winner in this astonishing
drama about the hunt for Bin Laden.
Jessica Chastain is going to win Best
Actress for her performance. Set that
in stone.

THE mississippi link • 19

‘Django Unchained’ successfully
brings western movies back
eurweb.com
I love western films and
I didn’t know how much I
missed them until I went
to screen the Quentin Tarantino directed (and written) Columbia Pictures
presentation of Django
Unchained, starring Academy Award winning Jamie
Foxx, Teen Choice Award
winning Kerry Washington, Golden Globe winning Leonardo DiCaprio,
Christoph Waltz and Image Award winning Samuel
L. Jackson. The dramatic,
yet sometimes funny, film
takes place before the civil
war and addresses the brutality of slavery in a blunt
yet romantic way through
the love of Django, played
by Foxx - who gave such a
great performance I forgot
he was in character - and his
(forbidden) wife Broomhilda played by Washington.
The Weinstein Company, Brown 26 production
is Rated R and follows a
German bounty-hunter, Dr.
King Schultz, played by
Waltz who did such a good
job delivering his lines
some of them still resonates
in my mind, “you have a
slave I’d like to acquire.”
The German bounty-hunter enlists the help of slave
Django, who can identify
his next bounty ‘killing,’ in
exchange for his freedom.
The two develop a bounty-hunting
‘partnership’
with the promise that after the winter months they

would both go
find Django’s
wife, who was
taken
from
him - because
they married
- and sold to
a very brutal plantation
owner,
Calvin
Candie,
played by DiCaprio, who
also gave a
stellar performance.
J a c k s o n
plays
the
“house
nigger” Stephen,
who has Candie wrapped
around his finger. His instigating triggers
a ‘plantation
civil war’ as Django and
Dr. Shultz have to battle
for now their lives, after
purchasing the freedom of
Broomhilda for $12,000.
Django is now enslaved,
again, and what he does
next will have you cheering.
This “battle” is the climax of the film and will
have the audience on their
seats, rethinking the history
of not only the “wild wild
west,” but of what brought
on the civil war in the first
place. It will have you facing the fact that in America
it was “blatantly” normal to
enslave another human - today I feel, sadly, it’s done

in secret. Reality check is
what Django Unchained
brings with a successful
blend of drama and laughter to make, I am sure, another block buster success.
The film is not even out
to the public, as I type this,
and Jamie Foxx has received five Golden Globe
nominations already.
Released to theaters on
Christmas day, December 25, Django Unchained
also stars Don Johnson as a
plantation owner.
To see the trailer to Django Unchained or for more
information on the film log
onto its website at www.UnchainedMovie.com.
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December 27, 2012 - January 2, 2013

www.mississippilink.com

piggly wiggly
December 26, 2012 - January 1, 2013

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

fresh 3 lb. or more

SOLD IN 2 PACK FRESH

ground
BEEF
$ 99

FRESH

PORK
SPARE RIBS
$ 99

1

FRYER
LEG QUARTERS
$ 99

1

PER LB.

6

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

10 LB. BAG

FRESH

T-BONE
STEAK

TOP ROUND
STEAK

BOSTON BUTT
PORK ROAST

$ 99

$ 99

$ 49

FRESH

SMOKED

FRESH

6

2

PER LB.

WESTERN STYLE
PORK RIBS

PORK
JOWLS

$ 99

$ 19

1
2

$ 99

2

FRITO LAY
DORITOS

/5

11.5 OZ. BAG

2 $

APPLES

FRESH

COLLARD
GREENS
$ 99

99

FRESH CRISP

GREEN
CABBAGE

/1
POUNDS

3 $

1 LB.

PIGGLY WIGGLY FRENCH

16 OZ. .......................................
BORDEN SHREDDED &

8 OZ. .......................................

SAVE ON

¢

¢

/3
2$
ONION DIP
/3
CHUNK CHEESE 2/$5
SOUR CREAM $129
VELVEETA CHEESE $599
2$
MARGARINE
.......................................

16 OZ. .....................................

GRANNY SMITH, FUJI
PER LB.

99
PER LB.

$ 89

PIGGLY WIGGLY

WASHINGTON GROWN

ANJOU &
BARTLETT PEARS

1

56 OZ.

PARKAY SPREAD QUARTER

SAVE ON ASSORTED

FRESH PRODUCE
NORTHWEST SWEET

PIGGLY WIGGLY
ICE CREAM OR
SHERBERT

$ 19

/ 12

3 $

24 PACK HALF LTR. BTL.

ASSORTED FLAVORS

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

COKE PRODUCTS
12 PACK 12 OZ. CANS

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

FRYER
WINGS

1

SPRING
WATER

1

PER LB.

PER LB.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

BUNCH

1

PER LB.

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

2 LB. .......................................
ASSORTED

FRESH FANCY

YELLOW SQUASH

99
PER LB.

¢

CROWLEY
2$
YOGURT
.........................................
6 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY FROZEN

PEAS

BLACKEYE, CROWDER, FIELD PEAS, 16 OZ.

/1
$ 00
1

