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Dedication ceremony held for the
Richard J. Porter Municipal Building

The Mississippi Link Newswire
City, community and religious
leaders came out to celebrate the
life of the late Richard J. Porter
with the naming ceremony for
the Richard J. Porter Municipal
Building at 218 S. President St.,
Jackson, Friday, Dec. 14, at 3
p.m., hosted by the Jackson Redevelopment Authority.
The former and present mayors of Jackson paid tributes,
Kane Ditto and Harvey Johnson
Jr., respectively. The invocation
was given by Dr. Jerry Young,
pastor of New Hope Baptist
Church. Greetings were extended by Bishop Ronnie Crudup,
the chairman of Jackson Redevelopment Authority. The program convener was Beneta D.
Burt, commissioner of the Jackson Redevelopment Authority.
Gailya Porter, Porter’s widow,
said “The Porter/Thompson/
Smith family is appreciative
to the citizens of this great city
for allowing us to participate
in such a humbling experience.

Thank you for naming a building after Richard…. Wow, what
an honor!” The program included the unveiling of a Richard J.
Porter portrait.
Porter was recognized as a
great entrepreneur, a community
leader, a tireless humanitarian,
and an all around first class person with a generous spirit.
He attended Perryman Elementary and Junior High
Schools, where he was 3rd in the

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Community and business
leaders, friends and family, attended the grand send-off for
Jackson State University’s dean
of the College of Business, Dr.
Glenda Glover, who will be the
next president of her alma mater, Tennessee State University
in Nashville, starting January
2013. The Tennessee Board of
Regents confirmed the Memphis native’s new position in
November 2012.
Metro Jackson professionals, government leaders and the
Beta Delta Omega Chapter of
AKA Sorority hosted a reception in Glover’s honor Friday,
Dec. 14, at 6 p.m., at the Jackson Hilton.
“Jackson has been my home
for nearly two decades, and I
have been fortunate to foster
lasting relationships during my
time here,” said Dean Glover.
Glover steps down a JSU
dean after 18 years in the position. Her accomplishments
include establishing JSU’s first
endowed chair, implementing
online courses, fundraising totaling over $35 million, including the state of the art building

where the college is
housed, and a significant increase in
student scholarships,
internships and employment placement.
Affectionately
called “Doc” by her
close colleagues, her
political and community reach is just
as impressive. “My
desire to educate
and empower was
something I inherited
from my parents, and
I hope I’ve not disappointed them,” she
added. “But so much
of what I’ve evolved
into as an educator,
business leader and
community activist, Glover (left) and Debra Magee
I owe to my experiWith a PhD in economics,
ence here.”
Glover was a part of the inner MBA, J.D. and CPA credencircle that guided Mayor Har- tials, she played a major role in
vey Johnson Jr. to victory as the groundbreaking litigation as an
City’s first African American expert witness. She also leaves
mayor in 1997. She was also the post as president of the loan instrumental voice in adding cal Beta Delta Omega Chapter
slain civil rights leader Edgar of the AKA Sorority at the end
W. Evers’ name to the Jackson of the year.
Celebration photos on page 3
International Airport.

top 10 of his class.
He was named valedictorian
of the 1966 class of Sumner Hill
High School and continued to
excel academically at Jackson
State University. In 1970, he
received the Bachelor of Arts
degree in history and political
science from JSU.

Porter
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Mississippi remembers
victims of Sandy Hook
Elementary School
First memorial bell-ringing ceremony held at
Jackson State University
Friday prayer vigils scheduled throughout city
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By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Interim Managing Editor
From the Governor’s office, the
Mississippi Department of Education, Jackson Public Schools and
Jackson State University, Mississippians expressed their sorrow and
concern for the safety of all school
children, after the Dec. 14 murder of
20 children and six adults by a lone
gunman at Sandy Hook Elementary
School, in Newtown, Conn.
In memoriam to the victims, a
Memorial Bell-Ringing Service was
held on the JSU campus Wednesday, Dec. 19 in front of Ayer Hall.
Witnessing the ceremony, Mississippi Link publisher Jackie Hampton, said, “A large crowd of students,
staff and members of the community were in attendance. Some were
crying softly and others were wiping
away tears, especially during a solo
performance by Jan Taylor-Ellis,
administrative assistant to the dean,
College of Business. She sang ‘I
Don’t Know About Tomorrow.’
“Carolyn Myers, president of
JSU, stated that the bell would ring
26 times, as we pray for ‘peace on
earth and goodwill to all.’ Hilliard
Lackey III, Ph.D, a Mississippi writer and retired professor of JSU rang
the bell 26 times, one ring representing each victim as their names were
called during the special service.”
According to Working Together
Jackson, citizens in Jackson will
remember the victims of the mass
shooting by joining communities
across the country and Mississippi
children and schools in holding simultaneous prayer vigils Friday,
Dec. 22, at noon.
The Jackson locations for the
noon vigils are:
St. Andrews Cathedral, 305 E.
Capital St.
New Hope Baptist, 5202 Watkins
Dr.
Fondren Presbyterian, 3220 Old
Canton Rd.
Greater Mt. Calvary Baptist, 1400
Robinson St.
Christ Tabernacle, 1201 Cooper
Rd.
International Museum of Muslim
Cultures, 201 E. Pascagoula St.
Gov. Phil Bryant issued a procla-

JSU bell-ringing ceremony PHOTO BY JACKIE HAMPTON

President Obama at memorial service in Newtown, Conn.
mation calling for a moment of silence and ringing of bells 26 times at
9:30 a.m. also on Friday.
In the proclamation, he stated, “I
call upon all citizens of this state to
observe this moment of silence and
ask places of worship and government buildings, which have the capacity, to ring bells 26 times during
that moment in honor of each life
that was taken far too soon at Sandy
Hook Elementary School.”

The Governor added, “We mourn
with the families and loved ones of
the victims, the wounded and the
people of Newtown, Conn., from
the acts of violence that resulted in
the loss of 20 innocent children and
six loyal educators…. Our prayers,
along with the prayers of the nation,
are with the families and friends of

Sandy Hook

Continued on page 6
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Santa Claus will visit Mississippi State Hospital (MHS) at
Whitfield, Miss., on Friday, Dec. 21, when dozens of MSH staff
members and volunteers dress up to give out hundreds of
presents to every patient at Mississippi State Hospital and every resident of Jaquith Nursing Home, which is located on the
MSH campus. MSH Director James G. Chastain will welcome
all the participants and thank them for their contributions before
the participants head out to deliver their gifts.
MSH, a program of the Mississippi Department of Mental
Health, was founded in 1855 and facilitates improvement in
the quality of life for Mississippians who are in need of mental
health, chemical dependency or nursing home services by
rehabilitating to the least restrictive environment and utilizing a
range of psychiatric and medical services.

A sleep study by University of Mississippi Medical Center researchers beginning the week of Dec. 24 will involve up to 1,200 AfricanAmericans with the promises to deepen knowledge about how sleep
disorders may contribute to cardiovascular and other diseases.
At seven to eight hours a day, sleep is a major activity of daily
life. The average person sleeps 2,500 to 2,900 hours a year. In an
average 79-year lifetime, that’s as many as 26 years. “We never think
about it. We go to bed, every day we get up and we don’t think about
those 26 years,” said Dr. Tandaw Samdarshi, associate professor of
cardiology and principal investigator of the study. “With this study, we
will see what the effects of sleep are.”
Samdarshi received a four-year, $3.8 million grant from the
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute to fund the study. His team
completed a pilot study in 2010, making way for this larger investigation titled Sleep Disordered Breathing and Risk for Cardiovascular
Disease and Stroke in the Jackson Heart Study.

Santa Watch: Mississippi
State Hospital’s ‘SANTA
DAY’ on Dec. 21
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Sleep Study in African
Americans to find
connections with heart
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Former Pearl principal
says 1997 school
shooting fresh in his mind

Reflecting on 1997 when Luke Woodham went on a shooting rampage and killed 2, wounding 7 at Pearl High School, the principal of the
school at that time Roy Balentine told WAPT News that it is tough to
stop someone who wants to commit a school shooting.
Balentine, who is now an educational consultant, said it is still fresh
in his mind when Woodham walked in and started shooting. At that
time, no police officers were assigned to schools, although that has
now changed.
Balentine said there are a lot of lessons learned since that day
about securing a campus, reacting to an intruder and securing students. “You just didn’t have these sorts of things occurring to warrant
the need for security. Obviously now those times have changed and,
given the circumstances we have experienced in the last 15 years,
school resource officers have become commonplace at schools,”
Balentine said.
“There is no way to 100-percent guarantee against it, but there are
things we have learned that will minimize the risk.”

5

Video games come
under scrutiny after
Connecticut shooting

The Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting tragedy has
some calling for a closer look at what makes people commit
violent crimes, and some people are blaming video games.
Connecticut Sen. Joe Lieberman said he wants a national
commission to look at the role that violent video games and
movies might play in shootings. Most video games already are
rated similar to movies and television with suggested ages for
parents to consult when buying games.
Doctors said parents should know what games their children
are playing. Behavioral pediatrician Dr. Susan Buttross said
some video games can make kids more aggressive. “There’s
a ‘mature’ rating for a reason. I don’t think anybody believes
that it’s okay for an 8-year-old to be playing a game where they
repeatedly kill people and see blood splattered,” Buttross said.
“If you see somebody die and then you get to play the game
again…, we all know that many of these video games have
been used to help train soldiers,” Buttross said.
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Precautions taken at Rawls
Springs after student on
bus made threat

According to the Hattiesburg American, Rawls Springs Attendance
Center was locked down Tuesday, Dec. 19 while deputies investigated a threat made by a student on a school bus. “Nobody was ever
in any danger,” Forrest County Sheriff Billy McGee said following an
investigation.
Brian Freeman, Forrest County School District Superintendent,
said a bus was transporting students home from the county’s
alternative education program when the driver heard a threatening
comment.
The report said that after one student left the bus, another student
still on the bus said the other student planned to open fire on the bus
as it continued its route. “The student said he was joking, but right
now, that’s not a joking matter,” Freeman said. “Even normally, that
would have caused concern and needed immediate response.”
The driver contacted the district’s transportation department, who
recommended stopping at the attendance center. Two investigators
and six deputies responded to the scene. and found no real threat.
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A Jackson farewell to Glenda Glover, newly
elected President of Tennessee State University
December 14 • Jackson, Miss.
Photos By Thomas Douglas
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News Briefs

by Monica Land,

From Across The State

Contributing Writer

I-55 Split Diamond project in
Miss. woman to plead
Madison County may slow traffic guilty to SS fraud
The Mississippi Department of
Transportation (MDOT) would like
to update motorists on the ongoing roadwork on the I-55 Split Diamond Project in Madison County.
Since placing traffic in the headto-head format, all of the existing
concrete and asphalt have been
removed from the northbound
lanes from Steed Road to Madison Avenue. The I-55 northbound
bridges that span Steed Road and
Madison Avenue have been completely removed.
The following roadwork is cur-

rently underway:
• Grading on the I-55 northbound lanes and East Frontage Road between
Carl Avenue and Madison Avenue (when weather permits).
• Placing of three (3) retaining walls on I-55 northbound/East Frontage
Road at Steed Road.
• Placing of two (2) retaining walls on I-55 northbound/East Frontage Road
at Colony Park (the new east/west corridor between Sunnybrook Road
and Highland Colony).
• Foundation (piling) work on the substructure of the I-55 bridge over Madison Avenue.
• Installing of the concrete median barrier wall around the U.S. Highway
463 Interchange.
To ensure minimum disruption and maintain safety, a service patrol vehicle will continue to be available to provide immediate assistance to motorists whose vehicles have become disabled throughout the work zone.
“Motorists should continue exercising extreme caution while traveling
through the area,” said Central District Transportation Commissioner Dick
Hall. “We look forward to completing this project safely while causing minimal traffic delays.”

Hinds County Supervisor
Doug Anderson resigning

Ayers-Elliott
seeks Senate
28 post

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Cindy Ayers-Elliott has announced her intent to seek
the office of state senator for
Senate District 28. The election will be held Feb. 5, 2013.
A native Mississippian,
Ayers was educated in the
public school system. She
received a Doctor of Philosophy in Urban Higher Education from Jackson State University.
Her dissertation, titled
“The vision of Jake Ayers: his
impact on higher education
in the state of Mississippi,”
focused on the history and
journey of her great-uncle
and namesake of the Mississippi Ayers litigation and legislation to provide adequate
funding for black colleges
and universities in Mississippi.
Ayers is president and
CEO of Foot Print Farms,
where she grows vegetables
and raises goats in Jackson.
She has partnered with other farmers and businesses
across the state, in an effort
to help bring fresh affordable
locally grown food to the local communities and to open
doors and influence policy
development of the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Natural Resource Conservation Services
(NRCS), and Foot Print 2.10
LLC - an IT-management, research and projects management group.
She led the charge to establish First American Bank
(now Liberty Bank), the first
African American owned
bank in Mississippi since

Ayers-Elliott
reconstruction and became
the first woman chairman of
a financial institution in the
Southeast United States.
Ayers worked on Wall
Street as a senior vice-president investment banker. As
a result, she has had the opportunity to travel around the
world. She served as president/CEO of Delta Foundation Inc. and chairman of
Delta Enterprises. She served
for eight years as assistant
treasurer to former State
Treasurer Marshall Bennett.
Her
commitment
for
change and love for home,
along with great mentors,
continue to solidify her dedication to the city of Jackson
and the state of Mississippi.
She has received distinguished honors and awards,
including being named one
of The Mississippi Business
Journal’s top 50 Businesswomen in Mississippi.
In 2009, her first publication’s book chapter titled
Selected Works of Catalysts
for Change in Urban Higher
Education received the National Small Business Diversity Award.

JACKSON – (AP) Hinds County
Supervisor Doug Anderson is resigning, after some fellow supervisors questioned if he was too ill to
continue serving. Anderson, a supervisor since 1993, will step down Jan.
1. His resignation was announced by
his daughter, Jackie Anderson, at a
press conference that her father did
not attend.
Doug Anderson suffers from diabetes and had two strokes in 2011.
He’s frequently missed board meetings and has had trouble speaking at
times. Some supervisors have said
Anderson’s diminished capacity has allowed other supervisors to manipulate
him.
Board President Robert Graham said the board can name an interim replacement by consensus pending a special election Nov. 5, 2013. If the board can’t
agree, Graham said the seat would remain vacant until then.
Anderson was earlier a state representative and senator.

MS Development Authority
launching new Mississippi
Minority Business Registry
The Mississippi Development
Authority (MDA) has announced the
launching of the new Mississippi Minority Business Registry. The registry,
which can be accessed online at www.
mmbr.org, serves as an easy-to-use
and reliable resource for public and
private entities seeking the services of
qualified minority- and women-owned
businesses in Mississippi.
A part of MDA’s Diversity in Contracting initiative focused on increasing minority- and women-owned business participation
in private and public contracting opportunities. The registry provides businesses and
government agencies with greater access to minority- and women-owned companies
that can meet their procurement needs.
MDA is currently promoting the registry statewide to inform minority-and womenowned businesses about the website and encourage them to register their businesses.
MDA officials said registration is “easy, and it increases the visibility of participating
businesses.”
For more information, contact Latonia Shirley in MDA’s Minority and Small Business
Development Division at (601) 359-3448 or email lshirley@mississippi.org.

1 dead, 2 wounded in
Lucedale shooting
Son killed, dad injured

Authorities said one
man is dead and his father and a third man are
injured after a shooting
in Lucedale, Dec. 16,
2012. WLOX-TV reported
the shooting happened
Sunday after an argument over a man “doing
donuts” - or spinning his
truck in circles - in a field.
WLOX
cites
the
George County Sheriff’s
Department as saying a homeowner argued with the driver of the pickup
truck then went back in his house. The truck’s driver allegedly knocked on
the door and opened fire when the resident and his two adult sons came
to the door. One son was killed and the father injured.
Authorities said the other son got a gun and shot and wounded the
driver of the truck. The identities of those involved were not released.

Court records say a Mississippi woman has pleaded not guilty to lying
about living with her husband and her husband’s income to collect more
Social Security and Medicaid benefits than she was due. Betty Aline Smith
pleaded not guilty in November in U.S. District Court in Gulfport. A court
filing Tuesday, Dec. 18, said she intended to change her plea.
The indictment in the case said she concealed the information from
2003 to 2008 in Pearl River County. The court record said she received
$22,814 more than she should have in Social Security payments. She
allegedly received more than $9,600 in medical benefits than she wasn’t
owed.

Population drop affects
Adams Co. sheriff’s salary
Migrating residents will lower Adams County Sheriff Chuck Mayfield’s
salary by $9,600. The Natchez Democrat reported the lower population
should have triggered an automatic reduction in the sheriff’s salary when
he was sworn in to a new term of office.
When the 2010 Census data was released in 2011, the county’s population had fallen by more than 2,000 residents. An accounting oversight appeared to have kept the sheriff at the higher salary for the past 11 months.
The newspaper discovered the oversight Monday, Dec. 17, and brought it
to the county’s attention.
Board of Supervisors President Darryl Grennell said since the census
only comes around every 10 years, the matter simply went unnoticed.
Mayfield said he was happy with whatever is ultimately determined to be
correct under the law.

Female inmate dies
in Marion Co. jail
COLUMBIA – (AP)
Authorities are investigating the death of an
inmate in the Marion
County Jail. The Hattiesburg American reported that 25-year-old
Samantha Gatlin of the
Foxworth
community
was discovered in her
cell on Dec. 11.
Deputies said medical assistance was rendered at the scene by the
jail’s nursing staff until AAA Ambulance Service arrived on the scene.
Gatlin was taken to Marion General Hospital where she was pronounced
dead. She was booked into the jail Monday, Dec. 10. The charge was not
released.
An autopsy has been ordered to determine the cause of death. The
investigation is being conducted by the Mississippi Department of Investigation and sheriff’s department.

Woman dies in Alcorn
County accident 82-year-old
woman ran off the road
An Alcorn County
woman died following
a one-vehicle wreck
Friday afternoon, Dec.
14, WTVA reported. Alcorn County Coroner
Jay Jones said Dorothy
Colston, 82, was headed
east on County Road 510
when she apparently ran
off the road, then overcorrected, causing her vehicle to flip and hit a ditch.
Colston was ejected from the vehicle. Authorities said she was not
wearing a seat belt. Alcorn County 911 received the call at 2:11 p.m. Friday afternoon. Colston was pronounced dead at the scene from multiple
trauma.

Paralyzed man given 20 years
for Vicksburg shooting
A Vicksburg man who was paralyzed in a 2006 drive-by shooting
has been sentenced to 20 years in prison for his role in a 2011 driveby shooting. The Vicksburg Post reports that 31-year-old Eric Wallace
appeared distraught when Circuit Judge M. James Chaney sentenced
him Friday, Dec. 14.
Noone was injured when Wallace shot at a car and at the front
door of an unoccupied home in August 2011. Prosecutors said forensic tests showed bullet casings found at the scene matched Wallace’s
pistol.
Wallace had faced up to 45 years in prison. A prosecutor had asked
for the maximum sentence. A jury convicted Wallace last month after
deliberating for roughly 90 minutes.

Plea change hearing set in
Jackson cocaine case, 2
men rob Moss Point bank
A change of plea hearing has been scheduled for a man charged in a
central Mississippi drug case. Antonio Latorn Shelton is charged in U.S.
District Court in Jackson with several counts related to the possession of
cocaine in 2011.
A court filing the week of Dec. 18 said the plea change hearing is scheduled for Jan. 3 in Jackson before U.S. District Judge Dan Jordan.
Also Moss Point police continue an investigation into a bank robbery in
Escatawpa. Police say two men with handguns robbed the Merchants &
Marine Bank on Mississippi 63 at about 9:48 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 13 and
fled in a vehicle police say was stolen in Alabama.
Police Chief Keith Davis told The Sun Herald officers later found the
vehicle, stolen in Foley, Ala., abandoned. Davis said police are following
some leads and the investigation continues.
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The Nielson Report
on social media
impact on business:
how social are you?
By Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
Special to The Mississippi Link

Channel surfing over the
weekend,
I
stopped on a
favorite old romantic comedy
that was centered on a relationship that
blossomed over emails. The
movie isn’t even all that old,
yet its premise now seems
almost ancient. Because as
we all know, in today’s world
there is a plethora of ways
other than email to connect
socially.
Social media has exploded
over the last 20 years. There
is simply no way to avoid it;
no matter how bah-humbug
you may be over all this
“new-fangled” connecting.
(Mmm-hmm. You know who
you are, Mr. and Ms. “You
Can Call Me if You Want to
Talk to Me”).
According to Nielsen’s latest Social Media Report, the
total time spent on social
media in the U.S. on both
personal computers (PCs)
and mobile devices (smart
phones and tablets) jumped
37 percent between July 2011
and July 2012; from 88 billion minutes to 121 billion
minutes.
As you know from reading this column regularly,
we love our mobile devices.
Smartphones saturate more
than 50 percent of the total mobile phone market.
African-Americans account
for 62 percent of smartphone owners; and tablets
are owned by 20 percent of
American households.
It makes sense that our increased connectivity through
the penetration of mobile
devices has fueled the explosion of social media. Overall,
more and more people are
connecting to the internet
and are connecting for longer
periods of time. During the
same time period, time spent
on PCs and smartphones was
up 21 percent.
Of our time on the internet, the report showed that
we spend more time on social

networks than on any other
sites, with computers still our
device of choice. However, it
also reported that app usage
saw the biggest growth in accessing social content.
Accessing mobile apps
now accounts for more than
one-third of social networking time across PCs and
mobile devices. That is a 76
percent increase in social app
time over last year.
And where do we like to
visit? Facebook is the reigning champ of time spent on
social media, whether people
are getting there via their
PCs, mobile web browsers
or a mobile app. This is how
the top social networks rank
in the analysis of unique PC
visitors in the U.S. over the
last year:
Facebook
Blogger
Twitter
WordPress
LinkedIn
Pinterest
Google+
Tumblr
Myspace
Wikia

More than 1.5 billion
58,518,000
37,033,000
30,945,000
28,113,000
27,223,000
26,201,000
25,634,000
19,680,000
12,594,000

Pinterest has to be crowned
the breakout star among the
social networks. Even though
it ranks sixth, its year over
year change is up a whopping
1,047 percent. And who is
doing all of this picture and
image pinning/bookmarking
on the virtual pinboard site?
Women - 70 percent, 84 percent and 72 percent via PC,
mobile app and mobile internet, respectively. They are
mostly white - 86 percent via
PC, 79 percent via mobile
app and 74 percent through
mobile internet.
The Social Media Report
showed that minority women, including African-Americans, have yet to warm up
to Pinterest, with audience
composition in the single
digits; with the exception of
mobile internet access, which
we penetrate at 10 percent.
The report’s data reiterated what I have shared in
previous columns: Ameri-

cans are multi-taskers. Having a mobile device on-hand
while watching TV is almost
a requisite activity. Forty-one
percent of tablet owners and
38 percent of smartphone
owners use their device daily
while watching the TV.
While shopping and looking up program or product
information, people are also
chatting with their connections via their social networks - often about the show
they are watching on TV.
This is especially true on
Twitter, which has emerged
as a key driver of social TV
interaction. During June
2012, more than a third of
active Twitter users tweeted
about TV-related content,
which is an increase of 27
percent from the beginning
of the year.
Chances are, you’re one of
them, as all of the research
shows that black consumers
are 30 percent more likely
to visit Twitter than the average demographic and that we
watch 40 percent more TV
than other groups.
This behavior is so prevalent, that Nielsen and Twitter announced this week a
new measurement service
available at the start of the
Fall 2013 TV season called
“Nielsen Twitter TV Rating.”
The service will be a syndicated-standard metric around
the reach of the TV conversation on Twitter.
How many of you have
tweeted during your favorite show’s season finale or
during an extraordinary moment on a reality show? You
know what all of this means?
We consumers are better informed and more connected
every day. Because of the
exponential growth of social
word-of-mouth and social
engagement, this means we
hold even more power than
before.
Cheryl Pearson-McNeil is
senior vice president of Public Affairs and Government
Relations for Nielsen. For
more information and studies, go to www.nielsenwire.
com

Peoples Funeral Home

Just an honest, quality and affordable service.
In recognition of 86 years of service,
we are offering an affordable
complete funeral service for
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with
cemetery space and grave line.
Earl S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President
Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

You have our promise and
we ask for your trust.
886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202
601-969-3040
Note: Prices subject to change without notice.
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Full Spectrum moves to Old
Capitol Green, leases Hal
and Mal’s and 2.74 acres to
build “1822 Square”
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Old Capitol Green (OCG), a
mixed-use development, demonstrated that it is alive and
well with the announcement
of its plans to move forward
by signing a long-term lease
on Hal and Mal’s and the 2.74acre tract of land to build their
first development, called 1822
Square. Plans also include the
repositioning and updating of
the old train depot housing Hal
and Mal’s.
On June 29, Mayor Harvey
Johnson sent a letter to the president of the board of supervisors,
stating that the Jackson Housing Authority (JRA) agreed to
purchase the garage from Full
Spectrum and Hinds County at
the end of the seven-year New
Market Tax Credit period.
“This is a firm commitment of
Mayor Johnson’s administration
to grow the city of Jackson, and
we look forward to a partnership with Hinds County,” said
Carlton Brown, Full Spectrum
chief operating officer.
“Partnerships in which state
government, city government,
county government and the private sector are completely engaged are the only way to move
the City of Jackson forward.
We’ve witnessed the success of
other state capitals that followed
this model in cities like Raleigh,
N.C., Little Rock, Ark., Nashville, Tenn., Richmond, Va. and
Columbia, S.C. We applaud
Mayor Johnson for his leadership and vision.”
As an immediate follow up,
on June 30, Full Spectrum took
site control of the state-owned
property, where the first new
buildings in OCG will be developed, by executing a long-term
lease with the state of Mississippi on Hal and Mal’s and the
2.74 acres known as B South.
Full Spectrum first leased the
2.74 acres of land from the state
four years ago to make ready
for the first development and invested over $3 million in Jackson since being selected Master
Developer in 2007.
Full Spectrum will build the
garage and commercial and
residential buildings during the
first phase of the project. During
this phase, it requires the garage
to be completed first and then

the residential and office buildings to be constructed on the
deck of the garage.
Corbett L. Scott, administrative partner of Ceva Green
Development stated, “When
we made the decision to invest
in Mississippi in 2006, we felt
confident that the downtown
Jackson Central Business District would be a good location to
build our new state-of-the-art,
mixed-use executive business
and healthcare complex.
“We carefully reviewed the
development plans for Old Capitol Green presented to us by
Full Spectrum South and were
comfortable that their company
had the talent, capability and financial partners to not only support their projections but also
assist the other private developers and property owners located
in the Old Capitol Green area
with any development ideas and
potential challenges that they
might encounter.”
Kenneth E. O’Quinn, president of The Minority Contractors Association of Mississippi,
Inc. (MCAMI), said he believed
this partnership was good for
minority contractors across
the state. “It is not often that a
project of the magnitude of Old
Capitol Green comes along and
affords MCAMI members the
potential to participate and employ people from the community,” O’Quinn said.
“We (MCAMI) give our full
support to the Old Capitol Green
project, not only for the subcontracting opportunities, but also
the potential of joint venturing
as prime contractors and most
importantly joint venturing as
construction managers.”
OCG is a new mixed-use,
mixed-finance and mixedincome urban development
located on the eastern edge of
the downtown Jackson Central
Business District. At its heart,
it is an important demonstration

Brown

of the power of public/private
partnerships to transform underserved communities by transforming a significant portion
of downtown Jackson into a vibrant urban meeting place with
no class and race boundaries.
The development contains
approximately 50 acres and will
eventually encompass 14 city
blocks. Full Spectrum of New
York was designated master developer in October 2006. Since
that time, Full Spectrum has
completed its master plan and
developed a new zoning ordinance, which includes high performance building guidelines.
OCG has been listed as a
LEED for Neighborhood Development community with the
United States Green Building
Council. “1822 Square” at Old
Capitol Green is the first phase
of the development and will encompass an entire square block
to include:
• Terre Verte Residences, a
129-resident mixed-income residential building;
• The Legacy, an 88,000
square foot LEED Platinum office building
• 58,000 square feet of retail
space
• 480-vehicle automated robotic garage with electric vehicle charging stations
• Estimated construction cost
for 1822 Square is $83 million
• Hal and Mal’s repositioning
and upgrade estimated at $3.7
million.
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Sandy Hook
Continued from page 1

those who lost their lives…. The
state of Mississippi wishes to remember the victims of this tragedy
and honor those who gave their lives
through heroic efforts by expressing
its genuine sorrow.”
The tragedy in Newtown gave
cause for school safety to be reassessed throughout the nation.
Dr. Lynn House, interim state superintendent of education, issued
a statement that read in part, “We
are deeply saddened to hear of the
tragic news in Connecticut…. In
Mississippi, we know superintendents and principals are vigilant in
ensuring safeguards are in place,
and we continue to review our
policies and procedures for any
improvements.”
To reassure Jackson public school
students and parents, JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray, issued a
statement: “This incident reminds
us to be vigilant in our efforts to
provide a safe working and learning
environment for our students, staff
and families. The JPS Campus Enforcement Department has a school
crisis response plan in place to ensure the highest level of safety in all
our schools. We mourn the loss of

our brothers and sisters in education
and pray for their strength during
this tragedy. Our hearts go out to the
victims and families of the deadly
school shooting….”
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan addressed the nation in his
statement expressing his dismay at
“an incomprehensible and horrific
tragedy”: “Words fail to describe the
heartbreaking and savage attack on
Sandy Hook Elementary School. As
a father of two children in elementary school, I can barely imagine the
anguish and losses suffered by the
Newtown community.”
A visibly shaken president of the
United States Barack Obama in his
remarks to the nation on Friday immediately after learning of the Sandy
Hook tragic events stated, “We’ve
endured too many of these tragedies
in the past few years. And each time
I learn the news I react not as a president, but as anybody else would - as
a parent. I know there’s not a parent in America who doesn’t feel the
same overwhelming grief that I do.
“As a country, we have been
through this too many times.
Whether it’s an elementary school
in Newtown, or a shopping mall in
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Oregon, or a temple in Wisconsin, or
a movie theater in Aurora, or a street
corner in Chicago - these neighborhoods are our neighborhoods, and
these children are our children. And
we’re going to have to come together
and take meaningful action to prevent more tragedies like this, regardless of the politics.”
President Obama also issued a
proclamation to the country: “As a
mark of respect for the victims of
the senseless acts of violence perpetrated Dec. 14, 2012, in Newtown,
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Conn. by the authority vested in me
as President of the United States by
the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, I hereby
order that the flag of the United
States shall be flown at half-staff at
the White House and upon all public
buildings and grounds, at all military
posts and naval stations, and on all
naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its
Territories and possessions until sunset, Dec. 18, 2012.
“I also direct that the flag shall be
flown at half-staff for the same length
of time at all United States embas-
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requiring background checks before
all gun purchases, so that criminals
can’t take advantage of legal loopholes to buy a gun from somebody
who won’t take the responsibility of
doing a background check at all.”
The President said Congress
hasn’t confirmed a director of the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms in six years - the agency
that works most closely with state
and local law enforcement to keep illegal guns out of the hands of criminals.
“Across the country there are regional differences. There are differences between how people feel in
urban areas and rural areas,” said
Obama. He then related that since
Friday morning, “… a police officer
was gunned down in Memphis, leaving four children without their mother. Two officers were killed outside
a grocery store in Topeka. A woman
was shot and killed inside a Las Vegas casino. Three people were shot
inside an Alabama hospital. A fouryear-old was caught in a drive-by in
Missouri and taken off life support
just yesterday.”
Sen. Barbara Boxer, at a press
conference Wednesday, Dec. 19, related 10,000 deaths are contributed
to gun violence in the United States
every year.
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sies, legations, consular offices, and
other facilities abroad, including all
military facilities and naval vessels
and stations.”
Issue of gun control
In just five days after the tragic
mass shooting, the President began
to move towards a more comprehensive gun control and reform bill.
He pledged to move swiftly and at a
briefing in the White House Wednesday, Dec. 19, he gave details of his
plans, stating that he has asked Vice
President Joe Biden to lead an effort
to include members of his Cabinet
and outside organizations to come
up with a set of concrete proposals
no later than January 2013.
The President said, “This is not
some Washington commission. This
is not something where folks are going to be studying the issue for six
months and publishing a report that
gets read and then pushed aside. This
is a team that has a very specific task
to pull together real reforms right
now.
“The good news is there’s already
a growing consensus for us to build
from. A majority of Americans support banning the sale of militarystyle assault weapons. A majority of
Americans support banning the sale
of high-capacity ammunition clips. A
majority of Americans support laws
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Dear God! when will it stop?
By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist

The horrendous
news from Newtown, Conn., has
pierced our hearts.
A black-clad man
in his 20s armed
with two semi-automatic handguns entered the Sandy Hook Elementary School and
made an elementary school for kindergartners through fourth graders
the scene of the worst mass shooting in a public school in American
history.
A recap: 20 children were shot
and killed. Six adults were shot
and killed. We don’t yet know how
many were wounded. We do know
dozens of parents are experiencing the worst nightmare any parent
could imagine. We do know more
than 500 young children in the
school are traumatized.
Once again we are faced with
unspeakable horror from gun violence and once again we are reminded that there is no safe harbor
for our children. How young do the
victims have to be and how many
children need to die before we stop
the proliferation of guns in our nation and the killing of innocents?
The most recent statistics reveal 2,694 children and teens were
killed by gunfire in 2010 - 1,773
of them were victims of homicide
and 67 of these were elementary
school-age children. If those children and teens were still alive, they
would fill 108 classrooms of 25
each. Since 1979 when gun death
data were first collected by age,
a shocking 119,079 children and
teens have been killed by gun violence. That is more child and youth
deaths in America than American battle deaths in World War I
(53,402) or in Vietnam (47,434) or
in the Korean War (33,739) or in
the Iraq War (3,517).
Where is our anti-war movement
to protect children from pervasive
gun violence here at home? This
slaughter of innocents happens because we protect guns before children and other human beings.

Our hearts and prayers go out to
the parents and teachers and children and the entire Newtown community that has been ripped apart
by each bullet.
We know from past school
shootings and the relentless killing
of children every day that Newtown families and the community
will never be the same. The Newtown families who lost children
today will never be the same. The
families of the teachers who were
killed will never be the same. Every child at the Sandy Hook Elementary School will never be the
same.
Each of us must do more to stop
this intolerable and wanton epidemic of gun violence and demand
that our political leaders do more.
We can’t just talk about it after
every mass shooting and then do
nothing until the next mass shooting when we profess shock and talk
about it again.
The latest terrible tragedy at
Sandy Hook Elementary School is
no fluke. It is a result of the senseless, immoral neglect of all of us as
a nation to protect children instead
of guns and to speak out against the
pervasive culture of violence and
proliferation of guns in our nation.
It is up to us to stop these preventable tragedies.
We have so much work to do
to build safe communities for our
children and need leaders at all levels of government who will stand
up against the NRA and for every
child’s right to live and learn free
of gun violence.
That will not happen until mothers and grandmothers, fathers and
grandfathers, sisters and brothers,
aunts and uncles, and neighbors
and faith leaders and everybody
who believes that children have a
right to grow up safely stand up together and make a mighty ruckus
as long as necessary to break the
gun lobby’s veto on common sense
gun policy. Our laws and not the
NRA must control who can obtain
firearms.
It is way past time to demand enactment of federal gun safety mea-

sures, including:
•Ending the gun show loophole
that allows private dealers to sell
guns without a license and avoid
required background checks;
•Reinstating the assault weapons
ban that expired in 2004
•Requiring consumer safety
standards for all guns.
Why in the world do we regulate
teddy bears and toy guns and not
real guns that have snuffed out tens
of thousands of child lives? Why
are leaders capitulating to the powerful gun lobby over the rights of
children and all people to life and
safety?
I hope these shocking Connecticut child sacrifices in this holy
season will force enough of us
at last to stand up, speak out, and
organize with urgency and persistence until the president, members
of Congress, governors and state
legislators put child safety ahead of
political expediency. And we must
aspire and act together to become
the world leader in protecting children against gun violence rather
than leading the world in child victims of guns.
Every child’s life is sacred and it
is long past time that we protect all
our children. Albert Camus, Nobel
Laureate, speaking at a Dominican
monastery in 1948 said: “Perhaps
we cannot prevent this world from
being a world in which children
are tortured. But we can reduce the
number of tortured children.”
He described our responsibility
as human beings “if not to reduce
evil, at least not to add to it” and
“to refuse to consent to conditions
which torture innocents.” It is time
for a critical mass of Americans to
refuse to consent to the killing of
children by gun violence.
Marian Wright Edelman is
president of the Children’s Defense
Fund whose Leave No Child Behind® mission is to ensure every
child a Healthy Start, a Head Start,
a Fair Start, a Safe Start and a
Moral Start in life and successful
passage to adulthood. For more
information, go to www.childrensdefense.org.

Universal Responsibility
“O that there were some virtue in my tears . . .”
By Winslow Myers
Special to The Mississippi Link
One of the Dalai
Lama’s first principles
is something he calls
“universal
responsibility.”
However
quick we are to place
His Holiness on a saintly pedestal,
it is only because the threshold of
our own responsibility sometimes
seems so very low - especially at
this moment of reflection upon the
massacre of the innocents in Newtown.
From a tearful President to the
powerful talk radio demagogues
to ordinary citizens, we all bear a
share of responsibility for the climate of violence that is the context
for the tragedy in Newtown. I’m
as responsible as anyone because I
haven’t yet written my representative concerning my strong feelings
about gun control.
Great Britain endured 58 firearm
murders in 2011, while America
had 8,775. Great Britain banned
modern handguns altogether in
1997 and studies show a slow but
steady decrease in crimes involving handguns in the UK ever since.
The weapons industry and the
anti-control lobbyists led by the
NRA certainly ought to step up to
their share. They managed to chill
the speech of both presidential candidates, even though the previous
mass murder in Aurora, Colo. took

— Shakespeare
place at the height of the campaign.
Talk radio and television, with
its sneering contempt for opposing views and simplistic polarization of issues upon which people
of goodwill may differ, clouds the
atmosphere of our culture with
potential violence. Don’t say that
words alone can’t be violent and
incite violence. It happens all the
time. The obscenity is to get paid
millions to pander to our most
primitive fears and impulses.
It is a cliché to say that our entertainment runs on the adrenalin
of violence. But there are unconscious assumptions operating that
make that violence even more pernicious.
The movie “Argo,” a well-crafted thriller made by a liberal-leaning
director about getting seven Americans out of harm’s way in Iran, still
managed to reduce all the Iranians
in the film to crude swarthy stereotypes. “Zero Dark Thirty” rationalizes our government’s use of torture to find Osama bin Laden.
Our President lives and works
at the center of a storm of hyperviolence. Mr. Obama has been the
subject of more violent threats to
his own life than any president in
history. And surely the threats to
Obama’s person would only increase if he took our international
policies in a more dovish direction.
No worries there. It is the commander-in-chief’s daily duty to

rain down a hell of violence that,
while intended to eliminate terrorists, often kills innocent children
as randomly as the angel of death
that just descended upon a peaceful
town in Connecticut.
Robert McNamara, Kennedy’s
steely secretary of defense, choked
up with tears of pride when he left
office and was awarded the Medal
of Freedom. Years later he was
brought to the realization that the
campaign he helped to lead against
Vietnam was a mistake of criminal
proportions. And so at last he shed
more universal tears, tears that included his sadness about the waste
of war and the deaths of too many
innocent Vietnamese.
It is possible to imagine that, in
private, Mr. Obama sheds some
tears for the broken innocents of
Afghanistan and Pakistan that
are the “collateral damage” of his
drones. For the time being, our political culture continues to operate
in a state of radical dissociation.
When our leaders shed tears
equally for the deaths of children
anywhere in the world, I shall, as
Michelle Obama said when her
husband was elected, for the first
time be truly proud to be an American.
Winslow Myers, syndicated by
PeaceVoice, is the author of Living
Beyond War: A Citizen’s Guide. He
serves on the Advisory Board of the
War Preventive Initiative.
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Our children deserve better
By Benjamin Todd Jealous
NNPA Guest Columnist

Every generation believes their
children deserve to
be better off than
they were.
This belief inspired the first
slave rebellion in 1663, when a
new law dictated that children of
African slaves would not be able
to rise above the status of their
parents. This belief led Linda
Brown’s parents and the NAACP
to defeat segregated schooling.
And it is this belief that keeps education at the center of the modernday movement for social justice.
Brown v. Board of Education
built a launching pad for education in the 21st century by removing barriers to equality and opening doors to opportunity. African
Americans gained the confidence
that their children, and generations of children to come, would
indeed have access to a better
future. But somewhere along the
way, America sputtered and lost
its way.
Nearly 50 years after the end
of desegregation, we are still only
sending about one out of four
students to college. In a knowledge-based economy, excluding
three fourths of our students from
higher education is no longer acceptable.
According to the Organization

for Economic Co-operation and
Development, the United States
ranked 14th out of 34 OECD
countries for reading skills, 17th
for science and a below-average
25th for mathematics. Secretary
of Education Arne Duncan called
this “an absolute wake-up call for
America.”
The time for tinkering and
small-scale experimentation is
over. In order to lead the world’s
global economy, we must create
the world’s brightest workforce.
This starts by fixing our education
so that all students can graduate
college and become career-ready.
The NAACP recently released
a report titled “Finding Our Way
Back to First: Reclaiming World
Leadership by Educating All
America’s Children.” Our proactive agenda builds off the foundation laid by Brown v. Board of
Education, and it is just as focused
on quality as it is on access to education.
“Finding Our Way Back to
First” offers research-informed
prescriptions for tapping the
potential of our students. The
NAACP is asking its more than
1,200 active units to advocate for
the following reforms:
First, all students should have
a strong educational foundation
before kindergarten. This means
high quality, universal prekindergarten that supports strong literacy and language skills.

Second, we need effective
teachers and leaders. Every
school, regardless of location and
resources, should have a strongly
prepared, well-supported teacher
in every classroom.
Third, students need more time
for more learning. This means
longer school days, longer school
years and more years of education. Schools also need to offer
broad-based programs that extend
beyond the regular school day,
year and curriculum.
Finally, we need to target our
resources at those schools that
need them most. We should direct
additional state funds to school
districts with high concentrations
of low-income students. And we
should target funds from all levels to help those schools and students who are struggling hardest
to achieve.
The NAACP earned its reputation in education by removing
obstacles that blocked children
from learning. But now is the time
for proactive reform. To make the
promise of a better life for our
children real, we must support
student learning and achievement.
We must be determined to help
every child reach his or her full
potential and thereby ensure that
we, as a nation, lead and serve
globally.
Benjamin Todd Jealous is president and CEO of the national
NAACP.

Violence is ‘as American as cherry pie’
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

In the late
1960s,
black
revolutionary H.
Rap Brown, now
known as Jamil
Abdullah
alAmin, was often
quoted as saying violence is “as
American as cherry pie.” More
than 40 years after the Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) firebrand made
that pronouncement, the numbers
supports his assertion.
According to the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence,
nearly 100,000 people in the U.S.
are shot each year in murders, assaults, suicides, accidents or by
law enforcement officials. Of the
31,593 who died in 2008 from gun
violence, 2,179 were murdered;
18,223 killed themselves; 592
were killed accidently; 326 were
killed during police intervention
and 273 died, but the intent was
unknown.
The report shows that 66,769
survived gun injuries, including
44,466 who were injured in a gun
attack; 3,013 were injured during a
suicide attempt; 18,610 were shot
accidently and 679 were shot during police intervention.
On average, according to the
Brady Campaign:
•Every day, 270 people in
America, 47 of them children
and teens, are shot in murders, assaults, suicides, accidents and police intervention
•Every day, 87 people die from
gun violence, 33 of them murdered
•Every day, eight children and
teens die from gun violence
•Every day, 183 people are shot,
but survive their gun injuries
•Every day, 38 children and
teens are shot, but survive their
gun injuries.
Every time there is mass murder, there are flashbacks to earlier
killings: The University of Texas
tower sniper in 1966, the 1986
post office shootings in Edmond,
Okla. that inspired the term “going postal,” the Columbine High
School massacre in 1999, the
deadly shooting spree at Virginia
Tech in 2007, the Fort Hood Texas
mass murder in 2009, the weirdlook on the face of Jared Loughner

after he fatally shot six people and
injured 12 others last year, including Congresswoman Gabrielle
Giffords, in Tucson.
This year has seen an unusual
number of high-profile shootings.
In April, three black people were
killed and two more injured in Tulsa as part of a hate crime. In July,
12 people were killed and 58 were
injured in Aurora, Colo. at the
midnight premier of the Batman
movie, “The Dark Knight Rises.”
And in August, seven people were
killed and three injured at a Sikh
temple in a Milwaukee suburb.
Other terrorizing acts also
come to mind, including Timothy
McVeigh’s 1995 bombing of the
federal building in Oklahoma City
and Ted Kaczynski, the Harvardeducated “Unabomber,” who was
sentenced to eight consecutive life
sentences in 1998 for killing three
people and injuring 23 others over
a 20-year period.
Now a mass slaughter at an
elementary school. At a prayer
vigil in Newtown, Conn. for the
20 children, most of them 6- or
7-years-old, and six adults, President Obama said it is time to explore what can be done to curb
gun violence.
He said, “Can we honestly say
that we’re doing enough to keep
our children - all of them - safe
from harm? Can we claim, as a
nation, that we’re all together,
letting them know that they are
loved, and teaching them to love
in return?
“Can we say that we’re truly
doing enough to give all the children of this country the chance
they deserve to live out their lives
in happiness and with purpose?
I’ve been reflecting on this the last
few days, and if we’re honest with
ourselves, the answer is no. We’re
not doing enough. And we will
have to change.”
In the wake of the latest shooting spree, even some longtime National Rifle Association supporters
are saying we need more stringent
gun laws. Sen. Joe Manchin (DWest Va.) who has an “A” rating
from the NRA - said on MSNBC’s
‘Morning Joe,’ “I just came with
my family from deer hunting. I’ve
never had more than three shells
in a clip. Sometimes you don’t get
more than one shot anyway at a
deer. It’s common sense. It’s time

to move beyond rhetoric. We need
to sit down and have a commonsense discussion and move in a
reasonable way.”
Even Rupert Murdock, CEO of
News Corp., asked rhetorically on
his Twitter account, “When will
politicians find courage to ban
automatic weapons?” Murdock’s
media empire includes Fox News,
which strongly advocates pro-gun
positions.
Although it may not seem like
it, America is less violent than it
was two decades ago, according
the FBI crime statistics. The homicide rate, which peaked at 10
per 100,000 in the early 1990s, is
now about half that rate. However,
the same can’t be said of mass
murders, defined as involving the
deaths of at least four people.
James Alan Fox, professor
of criminology, law and public
policy at Northeastern University
in Boston, said there is no pattern
with mass murders. He said there
were 645 mass-murder events between 1976 and 2010.
Even at its greatly reduced
level, the U.S. is far more violent
than other high-income countries.
Data from the World Health Organization for 2003 from 23 heavily
populated high-income countries
showed that the U.S had far higher
rates of firearm deaths than the
other 22 countries studied.
In fact, of the 23 countries examined, 80 percent of all firearm
deaths occurred in the U.S., 86
percent of all women killed by
firearms were females living in the
United States and of all children
14 and under killed by firearms,
87 percent of them were in the
U.S.
Speaking in Connecticut,
Obama said, “Since I’ve been
president, this is the fourth time
we have come together to comfort
a grieving community torn apart
by a mass shooting. The fourth
time we’ve hugged survivors.
“The fourth time we’ve consoled the families of victims. And
in between, there have been an
endless series of deadly shootings
across the country, almost daily
reports of victims, many of them
children, in small towns and big
cities all across America - victims
whose - much of the time, their
only fault was being in the wrong
place at the wrong time.”
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Forest Hill music student to be
honored at Jazz Foundation event

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Pride of Forest Hill
marching band member
and trumpet section leader,
James Burton, was honored
during the Mississippi Jazz
Foundation’s 9th annual
“Night of Musical Artistry”
slated for 7 p.m. Dec. 14,
at Jackson’s historic Alamo
Theatre. Fellow honorees

included educator and musician Jessie Primer Jr.; national recording artist Scott
Albert Johnson; educator
and pianist Rosena Boarden;
Jackson State University
music professor Dr. London
Branch; drummer and band
leader Forest “Juke” Gordon; and educator and jazz
pianist Jimmy Jarrett. The

event was hosted by Palmer
Williams from Tyler Perry’s
House of Payne.
Burton, also known as
“Musicman,” is a senior
at Forest Hill High School
where he is a member of the
band and choir. He has been
selected for All City and Regional performance bands.
He is a well-rounded stu-

dent with a deep interest
in science. His science fair
projects, both related to music, have won him awards at
school and regional science
and engineering fairs.
Burton is the son of James
Randolph Burton and Mary
Elizabeth Doucette and is
the nephew of Linda Jacobs.

Burton

JPS High Schools join
effort to support the
Salvation Army
(front left to right) Gwendolyn Handy, Lanier High School teacher; Supt. Cedrick Gray, JPS; Dr. Debra MaysJackson, executive director of High Schools; Captain Ken Chapman,The Salvation Army; and the 2012 JPS High
School Homecoming kings and queens.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Public Schools
High School Division will be
participating in the Salvation
Army’s Bell Ringer Campaign this year.
Dec. 19 each high school’s
royal court (Mr. & Miss High

School) along with other volunteers at their school, will
ring the red kettle bell to raise
money for the Salvation Army
to help the those in need this
holiday season.
The Mr. and Miss High
Schools will stand outside

their designated schools ringing the bell with the red kettle
as students, visitors, faculty
and staff enter the building.
This campaign is a friendly
competition with a trophy
going to the high school that
raises the most money.

Get Notifications from Wingfield educator named
JPS on Facebook Teacher of the Week
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Harriet Course, a biology
teacher at Wingfield High
School, was named the Watson Quality Ford Teacher of
the Week for Dec. 6. Course
was recognized for her outstanding work as a teacher
and leader in the classroom
and school building.
“My 9th graders challenge
me day in and day out. The
best part about teaching science are those ah-ha moments when the light bulb
goes off,” said Course. She
earned her bachelor’s degree

in Chemistry from Jackson
State University and her
master’s degree in e-business
from the University of Phoenix.
Course’s previous experience includes employment
with the Dallas Independent
School District and Arlington
Independent School District
in Arlington, Texas.
“The pride and self-motivation that Ms. Course helps
to instill in all of her students
is exhibited in their behavior,
as well as in their academic
performance, said Wingfield

Principal Dr. Cynthia Armstrong.” “Teaching is not a
job to her, it is her life’s passion and she strives each day
to be the best teacher she can
possibly be to every one of
her students.”
Each week, Watson Quality Ford honors a teacher
in central Mississippi who
has made a difference in the
lives of his or her students.
Parents, students, and school
staff members are encouraged to nominate their favorite teacher, by visiting
WAPT.com.

Do you follow the Jackson Public School
District is on Facebook? Facebook has added
a new feature. Make sure you get all the photos
and updates by mousing over the “Liked”
button and choosing “Get Notifications.” You
can follow these same steps on any fan page
you follow to make sure you get all of the page’s
notifications. Thanks for following the JPS page
at www.facebook.com/JacksonPublicSchools!

Cliff Mitchell, Watson Quality Ford; Harriet Course, Teacher of the Week; Dr. Cynthia Armstrong, Wingfield High
School principal, Gail Gibbs, Watson Quality Ford.
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ATMAE granted continuation of accreditation to
Alcorn’s Robotics and Automation Technology Program
The Mississippi Link Newswire
“Alcorn State University is
pleased to report that its Advanced
Technologies, Robotics and Automation Technology Program was
recently approved by the Association of Technology, Management,
and Applied Engineering (ATMAE) to continue on accreditation
status through 2016.
“We commend faculty and staff
in the Advanced Technologies Department, School of Agriculture,
Research, Extension and Applied
Sciences (AREAS), for their tremendous efforts that led to the

continuation of ATMAE accreditation,” stated Dr. Samuel White,
executive vice president and provost. “It is a clear indicator of the
program’s high quality and commitment to providing an excellent
education to our students.”
“The Robotics and Automation
Technology Program is a prominent and challenging program,”
said Dr. Kwabena Agyepong,
chair, Advanced Technologies Department. “It offers our students
training and exposure to the latest
achievements in science and technology. Graduates of the program

are highly in-demand as they possess valuable skills, experience
and knowledge to successfully
serve as technologists and managers of technology.”
The Association of Technology,
Management, and Applied Engi-

neering sets standards for academic program accreditation, personal
certification, and professional development for educators and industry professionals involved in
integrating technology, leadership
and design. The organization is

HCC nursing
and allied health
students graduate
The Mississippi Link Newswire
RAYMOND - Clinton dentist
Dr. David Parks told nursing and
allied health graduates at Hinds
Community College recently
that good care means making
patients feel comfortable.
He offered 10 pointers to
graduates to help them do that
at two of the four graduation
ceremonies celebrated Dec. 13
and 14. “There are plenty of
ways you can make your patients feel more comfortable,”
Parks told graduates. “Every
patient is different, so treat each
one differently.”
Hinds increased graduation
numbers 14 percent, up to 725
students, from December 2011.
“Producing more college

graduates is an important goal
for our nation, our state and
Hinds Community College,”
said Hinds President Clyde
Muse. “Our nation has set the
goal of increasing the number
of Americans with high-quality
college degrees and credentials to 60 percent by the year
2025, and I am happy to report
that the faculty and students of
Hinds Community College are
contributing significantly to
that goal.”
Of the graduates, 145 graduated cum laude, with grade
point averages of 3.20 to 3.59;
69, magna cum laude, or GPAs
of 3.60 to 3.99 and 20 summa
cum laude, with perfect 4.0
GPAs.

LaShay McPherson of Utica, left, and Teaneeshia Gibbs of Crystal Springs hold up a
framed portrait of their licensed practical nursing class after their Dec. 13 graduation from
Hinds Community College. The whole class got
together to frame and autograph the photos.

comprised of faculty, students, and
industry professionals dedicated
to solving complex technological
problems and developing the competitive technologist and applied
engineering workforce.
The primary purpose of ATMAE
accreditation is to encourage and
recognize the attainment of certain
professional goals and standards
for technology and to encourage
“continuous quality improvement.”
Alcorn State University is accredited by the Commission on
Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools

to award the associate, bachelor,
master, and education specialist
degrees. The University also holds
accreditation with the National
Council for the Accreditation of
Teacher Education, American Dietetics Association, and the National League for Nursing Accrediting Commission, the National
Association of Schools of Music,
the National Association of Industrial Technology, and the American
Association of Family and Consumer Sciences.
For more information on ATMAE, visit http://atmae.org.

Jackson State’s
N’Dongo named
College Sports
Madness SWAC POW

Janequa Crawford of Clinton celebrates her graduation Dec. 13
from Hinds Community College with sister Jaunine Nelson. Crawford received a licensed practical nursing degree.

Hinds Community College instructor Cynthia Casey congratulates Simeon Sirgew of Jackson on his Dec. 13 graduation with an associate degree in nursing.

Twins Jakina and Akina Conner, 10, help mom Monika Conner of Jackson celebrate her Dec. 13 graduation from
Hinds Community College. Conner received an associate degree in nursing.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State guard Ekwara
N’Dongo has been named the
Madness SWAC Women’s Basketball Player of the Week for her
exceptional performance during
the past week. She averaged 10.6
points, 4.5 rebounds, 2 assists,
2.5 steals and .5 blocks per game.
In JSU’s 82-51 victory over the
University of New Orleans, she
scored a team high 16 points on
8-11 shooting and had 5 rebounds,
3 assists and 5 steals.
College Sports Madness identifies the highest impact players nationally and from each conference
in our weekly feature.
Check out the entire list at
www.collegesportsmadness.

N’Dongo

com/womans-basketball/weeklyawards.
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Mississippi state hospital honors
Newsome with service award
and employee of the month
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Sarah Newsome of Brandon has been named Mississippi State Hospital’s
(MSH) December Employee of the Month for Direct
Care Service.
Newsome, who is a mental health technician, has
worked at the hospital for
20 years. She was also recognized this month for her

20 years of service.
Employees are honored
with a service award after
the completion of their first
year of service, followed
by every fifth anniversary
year.
The MSH Employee of
the Month award recognizes employees who have
made outstanding contributions to the hospital through

their work. The program is
sponsored by Friends of
Mississippi State Hospital
Inc.
MSH, a program of the
Mississippi Department of
Mental Health, was founded in 1855 and facilitates
improvement in the quality
of life for Mississippians
who are in need of mental
health, chemical dependen-

UPI.com
Blacks have double whites’
risk of dying of coronary heart
disease - narrowing of the blood
vessels that supply blood to the
heart, U.S. researchers say.
Monika Safford of the University of Alabama at Birmingham
said the study involved more
than 24,000 people nationwide
who were tracked for an average
of four years.
“High blood pressure, diabetes, high cholesterol - these are
the things that have very longstanding reputation for being associated with heart attack,” Saf-

ford said in a statement. “And
the overall risk burden in blacks
is quite a bit higher than it is in
whites.”
The study participants resided
in the continental United States
and were enrolled between
2003 and 2007 with follow-up
through December 2009. Blacks
and whites had a similar average age, but smoking, diabetes,
and reduced estimated glomerular filtration rate - a measure of
kidney function - were more
prevalent, and systolic blood
pressure and body mass index
were higher among blacks than

whites, Safford said.
Women had lower incidence
rates than men within each racial
group. However, black women
had higher incidence rates for
total coronary heart disease, for
fatal coronary heart disease, and
for non-fatal coronary heart disease, compared to white women.
In addition, the increased risk
of fatal coronary heart disease
among blacks was associated
with a higher prevalence of cardiovascular disease risk factors.
The findings were published
in the Journal of the American
Medical Association.

cy or nursing home services by rehabilitating to the
least restrictive environment and utilizing a range
of psychiatric and medical services that reflect the
accepted standard of care
and are in compliance with
statutory and regulatory
guidelines. The hospital
is accredited by the Joint
Commission.

Blacks have higher
risk of heart disease
PSA

Newsome

www.mississippilink.com

N

ew

s

f

December 20 - 26, 2012

r

o

m

t

h

e

W

o

r

THE mississippi link • 11

d

a

What about the children?
By CJ Rhodes, M.Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link

Twenty children - not yet old
enough for prom,
to marry, to have
children of their
own - had their
brief lives stolen
from them on the 14th of December. Adam Lanza, himself only 20,
walked into Sandy Hook, an elementary school in the sleepy New
England town of Newtown, Conn.,
and killed 18 children on the spot.
Two others would later die in hospital rooms.
The nation mourns. American
flags dolefully wave at half-staff.
People from Connecticut to California are asking myriad questions that
begin with “Why?”
Rachel weeps for her children
and she refuses to be comforted.
(Matthew 2:18)
In this Advent season, a season
when we again ask the world to
prepare room for the sweet little Jesus boy, parents everywhere tightly
embrace their children. I know two
fathers with children the ages of
those fallen at Sandy Hook and they
shared with me the trauma they experienced as they watched the news
reports and then looked at their sons
and daughters. They cried as they
empathized with the mothers and
fathers in Newtown and as they
considered their own beautiful kids.
No parent wants to outlive their
child. No parent wants to feel helpless, unable to protect their children
from the terror that rages morning,
noon and night.
But we know all too well that
precious children everywhere - yel-

low, red, brown, black and white die senselessly every day. Around
the world 20,000 kids die daily not
from guns but from hunger. Thousands more die through modernday slavery, sex trafficking and war.
Our beloved president, who shed a
tear for the babies here, authorizes
drones that fly over the Middle East
and indiscriminately explode the
flesh and bone of men, women,
boys and girls.
Closer to home, children and
their families are terrorized by
the senseless gang warfare in the
streets. Sweet children with big,
bright eyes and hopes plead with
their neighbors to beat their guns
into plowshares, to stop the shooting because they want to grow up.
Twenty deaths in Newtown is
rightly a national tragedy but regrettably hundreds in Chicago or New
Orleans or Jackson are far too often
just sad statistics.
But all our tragedies aren’t the
result of guns and gangs. Sometimes they result from the cruelty of
mean children who bully those they
consider weaker or smarter or odd.
Everyday many of our precious
children are terrorized and tortured
on Facebook and Twitter and Instagram. Other youth are still bullied
the old fashioned way with taunting
words that break hearts and bones.
Sometimes bullies become murderers.
No matter how young or old we
are, we are still somebody’s child
living in a fallen world - a world not
as it should be but our world nevertheless. It’s a world where children
are born with holes in their hearts
and voids in their souls. It’s a world
where many children are poor and

hungry. It’s a world where little girls
know how to tweet, but don’t know
how to take tests; a world where little boys can rap, but can’t read. It’s
a world where Adam Lanza, now
seen as an evil villain, was himself
a child who needed to be loved.
Lanza suffered from Aspergers, a
kind of autistic mental illness. This
is Adam’s world too, a world where
he had greater access to semi-automatic guns than he did psychological healthcare.
It’s a world where a nation will
spend more on building prisons than
on building healthy lives; a world
that spends billions in warcraft
while cutting budgets for education.
It’s a world that glorifies guns and
gore with mafia movies and video
games and gangsta rap.
And it’s the same world that
God so loved for which He gave
His only begotten Son. And it’s the
same world that He sent the spiritempowered church into for His rescue mission.
This is why the church needs a
new paradigm. Too many of us are
satisfied with pretty, productionoriented churches where we pretend to be perfect. Too many of our
churches have retreated from the
world when the Great Commission
calls us to go into the world. But a
sick world needs a healthy church,
a church that will not be cloistered
behind stained glass windows and
applaud ourselves for how wonderful we are in our own eyes. The
church must again be a hospital for
the hurting, not a hotel for the holy.
So what can; what must, the
church here do on behalf of our
children?
The church must insist that Im-

manuel-God with us-is indeed with
us and strengthens us to face the
world in all its grotesque beauty.
We must face our inhumanity, our
unrighteousness, our injustice. We
must advocate for humane community development downtown
and around town and high quality
public education so every child has
a fair shot at making it in life. We
must hold children, parents, guardians, teachers, principals, and leaders of every kind to higher ethical
standards of excellence.
We need to embrace our kids
more and give them more of us and
less of stuff. We need men to step up
and step in where absentee daddies
have abandoned their homes. We
need women to model for girls that
they can be more than video vixens.
We have to redirect kids from the
cradle to prison pipeline into the
cradle to college and career pipeline.
We must speak God’s word and
let it revolutionize us and let it turn
the world upside down and right
side up again.
The Lord invites us to humble
ourselves as little children, to become full of trust-not in our power
but in God’s-and to be full of hope
that a different world is possible.
Through Jesus, the Son of God and
the Son of Mary, we who are of
his children can make of this sick
world a saner and safer world, for
all God’s children.
The Rev. CJ Rhodes is the 23rd
and youngest pastor in the history of
Mt Helm Baptist Church, Jackson’s
oldest black congregation. He is a
graduate of the University of MS
and Duke University. He is married
to Allison Thomas-Rhodes.

P A S T O R A L P O I N T S Love Works
By Rev. Archie Smith
Special to The Mississippi Link

John 3:16 –
For God so loved
the world that He
gave His only
begotten
Son
that whosoever
believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Our text today is a very familiar one; one that even nonbelievers can quote. But again, I
employ you today not to let your
knowledge of this text rob you of
what the spirit is saying.
This scripture is one that in the
early 70s you could turn on the
television and on any given Sunday you would see a man acting
like a clown in a pink or blue
afro wig holding a sign that read
John 3:16. Even today, you can
ride down the highway and see
signs simply reading John 3:16.
When asked to quote a scripture and give the chapter and
verse, most people can remember that John 3:16 states:

For God so love the world that
He gave us His only begotten
son…” But what does it really
mean? We know what it says,
but what does it mean for each
of us?
He said it was a gift. What was
the special occasion? We give
gifts for things like birthdays,
anniversaries, promotions, thank
yous and etc. Yet it was none of
those, but God gave us a gift that
was so precious that there is no
way to assign a value to it.
This is the season that believers and non-believers alike are
totally immersed with gift giving and receiving. This is the
holy season of the celebration of
the birth of God’s only begotten
Son.
We have chosen this time of
the year to celebrate the giving
of the gift but let’s not get caught
up in the hype. Let’s focus on the
reason, the purpose and value of
a gift we did not earn, we could
not afford, and did for us what
we could not do for ourselves;
that was to save a world dying in

its own sin.
How can you describe this
love? What manner of love is
this? David wrote - What is man
that God was so mindful of us?
With all of our faults and failures, He still loves us. How can
we even fathom a love that is so
forgiving that it forgives us of all
of our transgressions?
As we look at John 3:16, we
find that Jesus Christ does not
attempt to describe the love that
God had for us that He would
give such a gift, but this verse
has been placed in eternity for
everlasting contemplation, wonder and praise. We will always
marvel at the depth of love God
has shown us.
1 John3:1a - Behold what
manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us.
“For God so loved…” - this
is not by any means an indication that God approves of the
conduct of man but it shows the
benevolence of His grace; that
He can hate the sin but love the
sinner.

The Gift of Christmas Poem

The Mississippi Link Newswire
A child was born in Bethlehem many years ago. In
a small and humble stable,
(there was no place else to
go).
Above the little manger
shown the Star of Bethlehem.
Sparkling like a diamond rare,
a bright and shining gem.
It kept a lonely vigil there
in the midnight sky. Like a
beacon to the world and every
passer-by.
From Heaven’s stately
mansions came Angels sing-

ing praise. Announcing His
arrival as on Him they did
gaze.
Then appearing to the
shepherds who were frightened at the sight. Proclaiming
the good tidings of The Savior’s birth that night.
And testifying to the world
of His calling so divine. That
we would hear His teachings
and believe on every line.
Many faithful people came
in haste from miles around.
They knelt in awe and wonder when the Christ Child

they had found.
The rich, the poor, the curious, the healthy and the lame.
Shepherds, Kings and Wise
men, from every land they
came.
To see this precious miracle
and worship at His side. That
they might feel His spirit and
with Him, might abide.
Gifts they brought from every land, gold, frankincense
and myrrh. In honor of The
Christ Child, an event beyond
compare.

The record is, “That while we
were yet sinners Christ died.”
This gift was given not because
we had been good but because of
man’s hopeless conditions. Man
was in a condemned state but
through the power of love, God
provided a rescue and eternal
salvation.
Man’s lowly state required a
sacrifice that no one could pay.
It was only by the blood of His
most precious gift that the world
could be saved.
Please join me for the next
two weeks as we discuss love
and the wonders that it holds.
Merry Christmas to each of
you as you continue to abide in
God’s love as it abides in you!
Rev. Archie Smith is the presiding elder of the Greenville
and Greenwood District of the
African Methodist Episcopal
Churches. The Madison resident
is married to Valerie Smith and
they are parents of four children.

Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
To
lose
a
loved one can be
very difficult. To
know that he/she
will no longer
be a part of your
physical life can
cause so much heartache; especially when that loved one is a
parent or a child.
Within the past few days,
I’ve been very aware that the
one year anniversary of my
mother’s ascent to heaven was
upon me. As I found myself
reminiscing about my sweet angel, my husband and I received
a phone call that the father of a
very close friend had just made
his transition to heaven; a man
who was a father figure to so
many and loved by even more.
The morning after that loss,
America was bombarded with
the news of the elementary
school massacre - the loss of
so many lives; so many young
lives, so many loved ones.
Many have asked me how
am I doing on my mother’s
one year anniversary - even my
own siblings, and my response
has been, I’m fine. I miss her,
but I’m fine. My husband spoke
with our friend and he responded, “I’m not sure what I’m supposed to be doing next.”
I’ve witnessed some of the
family members who lost love
ones in the Connecticut shooting. I’ve heard them describe
how special/unique the victims
of this senseless crime were.
I’ve seen their tears and even
heard a few of them ask “why.”
Why Lord, why are you calling so many of your children
home? Yes, that is a question
that went through my mind
for just a brief second. I cannot lie - I am human and weak
and found myself momentarily
questioning the One, the creator of all. Then I answered my
own question - because You,
Lord, are the creator of All.
This is a question so many
of us have asked and as time
goes on we understand it more.
Our Lord has given each of us
the most precious gift in the
world, His son. Not only are we
blessed to be the recipient of
such a wonderful gift, but He
also gave each of us the ability
to love one another; a love that
can fill our hearts in a way that
it can take over our very being.
Love is such a wonderful feeling and an even greater gift.
Those we love come into
our lives at different times
and leave us in much the same
manner. Whenever the blessing
of love comes to us, we must
cherish its memory.
The Lord, our creator of all,
puts our loved ones in our lives
and even though we may not

feel the time is right, He removes them. He knows that our
hearts are heavy as our loved
ones leave us, but we must
know that through the pain, our
God will never leave us.
As I think of those who have
transitioned to their new lives,
I am reminded of my mother’s
last prayer before she began
her eternal rest. Her words
speak volumes of what I feel
today. She prayed these words:
“Lord, I am your child and
your servant.
I thank you for peace and
love.
I thank you for joy and sorrow.
I thank you for life; I thank
You for Your Son.
Lord, have mercy on those
who know you and those who
do not.
It is Your Will that will done.
We call on you Lord.
I love you Lord. I love you
Lord. Let your will be done!”
As an infant, Jesus carried
the weight of the world on His
shoulders. He walked the earth
to teach us the true principles
of love and respect for each
other. Because of Him, we have
been granted the opportunity
to live with our Heavenly Father eternally. Like the young
ones we just lost in Newtown,
Conn., His life, even at an early age, changed the hearts of
many. It is because of Him that
we should continue to say and
share His goodness with others.
Thank you all for giving me
the opportunity to share His
goodness with you. Remember,
whenever we can, we should
share the goodness of the Lord,
even if it’s telling someone
about one of the loves of life
who may not be with us. Don’t
forget, love comes to us from
the young, old and in-between.
Regardless of the delivery, the
message should be one that lets
others know God reigns over
all and all that He does is good.
Again, I ask that you remember the verse that I often find
myself sharing with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your good
news and the news of your
place of worship.
You may contact Daphne M.
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com. Fax 601-8960091 or mail your information
to The Mississippi Link, 2659
Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.

R e i gn i ng Ann o u ncement s
Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora, will
host its annual Christmas program Friday, December 21, at 7:30 p.m. For more information call 601-879-3999.
Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist Church, 925 W. Pearl St., Jackson, and representatives of Omega Ministries and Healing Place will host a warm holiday meal for our homeless and underserved community members Sunday, December 23, in Poindexter Park.
The red carpet will be rolled out for these individuals. The public is encouraged to participate in a variety of ways such as volunteers of organizations and/or churches to serve a
meal and holiday cheer to our less fortunate. Items still needed for Christmas-in-the-Park
include: gloves, coats, hats, scarves, warm socks, blankets or sleeping bags, toys for the
children, entertainers (Christmas carols), body care packs, pillows, backpacks. For more
information, visit ziontravelers.org or call 601-953-5747 or 601-291-8687.
True Gospel International Church will host its winter revival, themed: “Possess the
Land” with guest speaker Dr. Yvonne Capehart of Capehart Ministries, Pensacola, FL.
Event will take place at New Vineyard Church, 3784 Terry Road, Jackson, MS 39212.
Service will be held Wednesday, December 19 through Friday, December 21, 7:00 p.m.
nightly. For more information contact Carolyn Howard at 601-842-4002.
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The Message of Christmas
calls us to action
An event that changed the world!

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
Luke 2:8-20, key
verse 15 - “So it
was, when the angels had gone away
from them (shepherds) into Heaven,
that the shepherds
said to one another, let us now go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that had
come to pass, which the Lord has
made known to us.”
Today, I draw your attention to the
greatest event in all of our history.
It’s an event that changed the world,
altered history, and is still changing hearts and lives today. At such
a world changing event, you would
expect to see presidents, kings, prime
ministers and distinguish dignitaries.
However, we see poor parents caring for their new born baby in a barn
because there was no room in the
inn. We see ordinary shepherds who
had come afar straight from work to
see the baby (Jesus) that they heard
about from a group of angels.
Nobody paid much attention to
these shepherds who smelled like
sheep. They didn’t have refined social skills. They couldn’t bring expensive gifts. They were regular, ordinary guys, just like me, and maybe
you. They were small players in the
greatest drama of history. But they
served as an important reminder that
the story of Christmas is not for the
world’s elite; Jesus was born for everyday people.
Whoever you are, whatever you
do, you can have Jesus in your life.

You don’t need extraordinary qualifications. He accepts you as you are.
The shepherds heard the announcements. Many people smirk at
this story because they believe God
doesn’t speak any more, but they are
wrong. God speaks to us through the
Living Words of the Bible; it’s a love
letter written to us that we can read
again and again. He speaks through
the experiences of life. Sometimes
we learn the most about God from
the things that happen to us. Often
the circumstances of our lives are
designed to wake us up and take us
deeper.
There are times we don’t hear
because we are preoccupied and distracted. We are so busy with life that
we spend most of our time “on the
run.” We have obligations and commitments. We’d like to rest, but we
can’t. But let’s be realistic - a good
many of our commitments are important. Much of what we do is necessary. We find time for recreation,
for shopping, for other things we
want to do. However, we must be intentional about making time for God.
God still speaks but we have to stop
long enough to hear Him.
It is important that you see that the
shepherds not only listened to God,
they also took the appropriate action.
When the angels left the shepherds, I
suppose they all looked at each other
with a dazed expression. I imagine
one of them may have said, “Did
you guys see what I just saw?” I’m
sure they discussed it. Verses 15-16
states, Let us go to Bethlehem and
see this thing that has happened,

which the Lord has told us about.
So, they hurried off and found Mary
and Joseph and the baby, who was
lying in the manger.
The shepherds acted on what they
heard. They went to see the baby they
were told about. The Lord speaks to
us and He does so with the desire
to get us moving in some direction.
When God speaks it is important that
we take appropriate action.
The message of Christmas calls us
to action. God calls you to the most
basic and essential action, to give
your life to Him. God wants your
heart and life. The message of salvation is offered to you free of charge.
Will you come to Him or will you
continue to run in a hundred other
directions?
How does one come to Christ? It
starts by being honest. You have to
be honest about the way you have
lived in the past and honest about
the fact that you cannot make it on
your own. Tell God you want to follow Him and it must come from your
heart.
Listen to the Christmas story. Hear
the message. Do something bold this
Christmas. Follow the examples of
the shepherds and dare to act on what
God tells you to do.
The Shepherds were available
to hear the message. Then they responded appropriately to that message. And when they did, they discovered a wonder that changed their
lives. It was a wonder so great that
they couldn’t help telling everyone
they saw.
We sing this song in the Church of

God: “What a wonderful change in
my life has been wrought since Jesus came into my heart! I have light
in my soul for which I have sought,
since Jesus came into my heart!
Since Jesus came into my heart, since
Jesus came into my heart, floods of
joy o’er my soul like the sea billows
roll, since Jesus came into my heart.
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen (Luke
2:20). The announcement, the appropriate action and the celebration of
joy changed the shepherds’ hearts.
They found a joy that the world cannot deliver and cannot deny. They
found a peace no bank account could
produce. These shepherds found a
love that no person could ever give
them. They found the Lord and you
can too.
The shepherds never forgot. Their
lives were changed forever by what
they saw in Bethlehem. I hope you
will look past the yearly date on the
calendar and begin looking forward
to knowing God better. Looking forward to a day when you will stand
with others and celebrate the king in
person.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor of Crossroads Church of God in
Farmhaven (Canton), Miss. He is
married to Velma L. Green. He honorably served in the U.S. Army for
20 years. Presently, he is a member
of the National Association of Evangelism Church of God Anderson,
Ind., and serves as vice-chairman at
the Southeastern Association of The
Church of God, Inc.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907
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Are you smarter
than a 4th grader?
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
A few years
ago, my 4th
grade nephew
taught my family an important
lesson
about
compassion. It
was after Thanksgiving and my
momma was in the den trying to
quiet the yelling match between
my two sisters.
I came into the kitchen to check
on my 9 year old nephew and his
7 year old sister. He was quietly
making a plate of sweet potato
pie, sugar cookies, pecan pie and
cake. I watched him for a few
minutes and then asked, “What
are you doing, RJ?” He continued
anxiously going from container to
container of leftover Thanksgiving sweets. Without stopping,
he said, “I’m making a plate for
Auntie Mia.”
“Baby, she just left,” was my
confused reply. In fact, she’d just
stormed out after a strained conversation between her (Mia) and
my younger sister (Tasha- his
mother). Nodding his head, he
calmly replied “I know. This is
for when she comes back later
on.” He didn’t seem to be bothered as he found foil to cover the
plate and placed it on the kitchen
table.
I guess he instinctively
knew compassion was the key to
handling this difficult situation.
Like Ephesians 4:32 encourages us to be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each
other, his actions showed that being compassionate might be the
best way to deal with difficult
people and situations, especially
during the sometimes stressful

holiday season.
I’m amazed that my nephew is
always so full of compassion.
Which brings me back to his
plate of sweets. When my sister
Mia called about 10 minutes after
he’d wrapped her plate in foil, a
huge grin spread across his face.
The first thing he said to her when
he got to the phone was, “I have
something for you Auntie. You
need to come get it.” What Auntie can resist that kind of request?
Within five minutes, she was back
at the house and within 15 minutes, she and Tasha had made up.
During the holidays, it’s almost inevitable that one person,
mistakenly or on purpose, will
remind you of just how awful
your situation (job loss, financial
strain, weight loss/gain, relationship problems) is. I admit that it is
hard for me not to reply with comments just as rude when people
say something mean-spirited. You
may love God but at that point,
you ain’t thinking about turning
the other cheek like Matthew 5:39
says. So what do you do? 1 Peter
4:11-12 reminds us that love covers a multitude of sins and that we
should strive to show compassion
to others. It’s not always easy,
but showing compassion works
because rather than focusing on
changing the other person (the
usual response), if you let it, compassion changes you.
Have a Merry Christmas!
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship Ends.” She can be reached
at lovehangover@juno.com, at
www.shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

SUNDAY:

MONDAY:
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.
1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
			Ph: 601-355-2670
ARTISTS					
ALBUM
WEDNESDAY:
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Fax: 601-355-0760
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

SONGS

www.mississippilink.com

1.

Take Me To The King

Tamela Mann

2.

It’s Not Over

3.

Life & Favor (You Don’t Know)

John P. Kee And New Life

4.

Awesome

Pastor Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago

5.

Hold On

James Fortune & FIYA Featuring Monica & Fred Hammond

6.

Shifting The Atmosphere

Jason Nelson

7.

Testimony

Anthony Brown & group therAPy

8.

Let The Church Say Amen

Andrae Crouch Featuring Marvin Winans

9.

Turning Around For Me

VaShawn Mitchell

10.

God’s Up To Something Good

Hart Ramsey & The NCC Family Choir

www.collegehillchurch.org
• chmbc@collegehillchurch.org
Israel & New Breed Featuring James
Fortune & Jason Nelson

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church
“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K LY A C T I V I T I E S

NewSunday
Bethel
Missionary
Baptist
Church
9:30 a.m.
Fulfillment Hour
(Sunday School)
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

11:00 a.m. MorningSunday
Worship
Service
School
- 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m.

WOAD
AM 1300
- 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Adult
Choir
Rehearsal

Live Radio Broadcast

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal
Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204
OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

S U N D A Y

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!
“A Church Preparing for a
485 W. Northside Drive
• Jackson, MS
Home Not Built by Man”
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl
E Twyner, pastor

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

9:00 a.m. - Worship Services
W E D N E S D A Y

7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

Sunday

T V

B R O A D C A S T

8:00 a.m. - Channel 14 (Comcast)

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

H oly Temple M.B. Chur ch

5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS 39209
(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR
REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

CLASSIFIED
www.mississippilink.com
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

PRESIDENTIAL HILLS WASTE WATER
TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS
CITY PROJECT NO. 12B0501
SRF PROJECT NO. C280838-02

City of Jackson, Mississippi
Notice to Contractors
Jackson Redevelopment Authority III Ramp Modifications
City of Jackson Project No. 10B4004-702

City of Jackson, Mississippi
Notice to Contractors
West Street Improvements
City of Jackson Project No. 9AA4008

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi at
the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, January 15, 2013, for supplying all
labor and materials (as specified) necessary for construction of the PRESIDENTIAL
HILLS WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS, CITY PROJECT
NO. 12B0501, SRF PROJECT NO. C280838-02.

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, at the
office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box
17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, on Tuesday,
January 15, 2013, for supplying labor and materials (as specifi ed) necessary for construction of the Jackson Redevelopment Authority III Ramp
Modifi cations, City Project No. 10B4004-702.

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, at
the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O.
Box 17, Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, on
Tuesday, January 8, 2013, for supplying labor and materials (as specified) necessary for construction of the West Street Improvements, City
Project No. 9AA4008.

Contract time shall be 487 consecutive calendar days from the effective date shown in
the Notice to Proceed, with the completion date being May 31, 2014. Liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $2,000.00 plus
any additional actual costs above $2,000.00 incurred by the Owner. These actual costs
include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other construction related
costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

Contract time shall be 180 consecutive calendar days from the effective
date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be
$750.00 plus any additional costs above $750.00 incurred by the Owner.
These additional costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection and other construction related costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

Contract time shall be 270 consecutive calendar days from the effective
date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be
$1,000.00 plus any additional costs above $1,000.00 incurred by the
Owner. These additional costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection and other construction related costs resulting from the
Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision
of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance.
Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For
more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at
601-960-1055. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and
a copy of the program are available at 200 South President Street,
Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection,
each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business
Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the provision of
the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal
Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development
at 601-960-1638. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the
program are available at 218 South President Street, 2nd Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders will
be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities
doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on
various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its
goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

Bidder must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Certificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors establishing his
classification as to the value and type of construction on which he is authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed in an envelope
and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for PRESIDENTIAL HILLS
WASTE WATER TREATMENT PLANT IMPROVEMENTS, CITY PROJECT NO.
12B0501, SRF PROJECT NO. C280838-02.” Each bidder shall write his Certificate of
Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal.

Bids and EBO plans shall be submitted in triplicate, stapled individually, sealed and
deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and
date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the
actual date of the opening thereof.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating his qualifications
to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list past projects of similar
size and nature, a list of references with name and telephone number, a list of key
personnel who will perform the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s
qualifications.

Any contract or contracts awarded under this invitation for bids are expected to be
funded in whole or in part by anticipated funds from the Water Pollution Control Revolving Loan Fund (WPCRLF) loan program from the State of Mississippi. Neither the
State of Mississippi, the Commission on Environmental Quality, the Department of
Environmental Quality nor any of their employees is or will be a party to this invitation
for bids or any resulting or related contracts. This procurement will be subject to all applicable sections of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated.

A Pre Bid Meeting is scheduled for January 8th, 2013 at 1:30 P.M., local time in the 5th
Floor Conference Room of the Department of Public Works at 200 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All potential Subcontractors, and other interested parties
are strongly encouraged to attend.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis as the
non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors bidding under
similar circumstances. Current state law, House Bill Number 850, Chapter Number
527, Laws of 1988, requires a non resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident
contractors. Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference
law of the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they
are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law where
they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to its bid a
copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile has no such
bid preference law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not considered for
award.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an amount
equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security. Bidders
shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by the City of Jackson. The
successful bidder will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond
each in the amount of 100% of the contract amount.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and Bidders Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the (1) Water/Sewer
Utilities, Department of Public Works, Jackson, Mississippi; (2) City Clerk in Jackson,
Mississippi; and (3) Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, 515 East Amite
Street, Jackson, Mississippi (first contact Jerome Vaughn, P.E., 601-961-5083). Copies of the Instructions for Bidders and Bidder’s Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract Drawings
and Contract Specifications may be procured at the office of the Engineer between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon payment
of $350.00 for each bound set and/or $75.00 for each compact disc, which will not be
refunded. Checks are to be made payable to the Engineer.

The Bid Schedule may be examined at the following locations:

Mississippi Procurement Technical Assistance Program (MPTAP)
Woolfolk State Building
501 North West Street, Room 446
Jackson, Mississippi 39201
http://mscpc.com/bid-opportunities/
Attn: LaTisha Landing, 601-359-2910; mptap@mississippi.org
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women business enterprises are solicited to bid on this contract as prime contractors and are encouraged
to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities, equipment, material
and/or supply needs.

The Engineer is SOL Engineering Services, LLC, 106 South President Street, Suite
400, Jackson, MS 39201, Telephone (601) 961-1415, Fax No. (601) 960-0420. For
technical questions please contact Scott Armstrong, P.E., P.L.S, SOL Engineering Services, LLC.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

Dan Gaillet, P. E.		
Director of Public Works

Sean Perkins
Chief of Staff
12/13/12, 12/20/12

It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the
bid submission, in accordance with the provision of the City of Jackson’s
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure to comply with the
City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or offeror from being
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Offi ce of
Economic Development at 601-960-1055. Copies of the ordinance, EBO
Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 200 South
President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all
persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as
well as those who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/
or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by
strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed
to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through
various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City
encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business
within the City, as well as those who seek to contract with the City on
various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City
in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifi es all bidders that in compliance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to
2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration
for an award.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d
to 2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit
bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against
on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

A pre-bid meeting will be held on Thursday, January 3, 2013, at 10:00
A.M. in the 1st fl oor Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Warren
Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS. Attendance by
all potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is
strongly encouraged.

A pre-bid meeting will be held on Thursday, January 3, 2013, at 3:00
P.M. in the 1st floor Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Warren
Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS. Attendance
by all potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is strongly encouraged.

Bidder must be qualifi ed under Mississippi Law and show current Certifi
cate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public
Contractors establishing his classifi cation as to the value and type of
construction on which he is authorized to bid.

Bidder must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Certificate of Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors establishing his classification as to the value and type
of construction on which he is authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed in
an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for
Jackson Redevelopment Authority III Ramp Modifi cations, City Project
No. 10B4004-702.” Each bidder shall write his Certifi cate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed
in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope:
“Bid for West Street Improvements, City Project No. 9AA4008.” Each
bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing his proposal.

Bids shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City
Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the
actual date of the opening thereof.

Bids shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City
Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days
after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certifi ed Check in
an amount equal to fi ve percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson
as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current fi nancial statement if
requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder will be required
to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in the amount of
100% of the contract amount.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check
in an amount equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of
Jackson as bid security. Bidders shall also submit a current financial
statement if requested by the City of Jackson. The successful bidder
will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond
each in the amount of 100% of the contract amount.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating his
qualifi cations to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifi cations shall
list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references with name
and telephone number, a list of key personnel who will perform the work,
and other information supporting the bidder’s qualifi cations.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating
his qualifications to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references with name and telephone number, a list of key personnel who
will perform the work, and other information supporting the bidder’s
qualifications.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifi cations and Contract Documents
are on fi le and open to public inspection in the Engineering Division offi
ce, Department of Public Works, Warren Hood Building, Room 424, 200
S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Copies of the Contract Drawings, Contract Specifi cations, and Contract Documents may be procured
at the offi ce of the Engineer, Neel-Schaffer, Inc., 125 South Congress
Street, Suite 1100, P.O.
Box 22525, Jackson, Mississippi, 39225-2625 between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon payment of
$250.00 for each set, which will not be refunded. Checks are to be made
payable to the Engineer.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications and Contract Documents
are on file and open to public inspection in the Engineering Division
office, Department of Public Works, Warren Hood Building, Room 424,
200 S. President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Copies of the Contract
Drawings, Contract Specifications, and Contract Documents may be
procured at the office of the Engineer, Neel-Schaffer, Inc., 125 South
Congress Street, Suite 1100, P.O. Box 22525, Jackson, Mississippi,
39225-2625 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Local
Time, Monday through Friday, upon payment of $250.00 for each set,
which will not be refunded. Checks are to be made payable to the
Engineer.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to
waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to
waive any informalities or irregularities therein.

Dan Gaillet, 		
Director of Public Works

Dan Gaillet, 		
Director of Public Works

P. E. Sean Perkins
Chief of Staff
12/13/12, 12/20/12

P. E. Sean Perkins
Chief of Staff
12/13/12, 12/20/12
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Advertisement for Bids
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Advertisement for Bids
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk
Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
01/22/2013, for:

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/24/2013,
for:

RE:
		

RE:
		
		

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson,
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, January 8, 2013, at
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:

37301-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods - Dairy Products - Group IV

37888-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods - Fresh Produce - Group
V - (Fruits/Vegetables)

38601-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods - Frozen and/or Chilled Group IA - (Breads and Desserts)

38602-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods - Frozen and/or Chilled –
Group IB - (Fruits/Vegetables)

38603-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods - Frozen and/or Chilled –
Group IC - (Meats/Meat Products)

38701-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods - Canned and/or Dry– Group
IIA - (Breads, Cereals, Desserts and Fruit Juices)

38702-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods - Canned and/or Dry Group IIB - (Breads, Cereals, Desserts and Fruit Juices)

38801-010813 - Six-Month Supply of Foods – Group III – (Condiments)

GS# 601-121 Park Renovations - South (PP002 Re-bid)
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents
may be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
			
			
Phone:		

Waycaster & Associates Architect
Post Office Box 824
112 Main Street, Suite A
Natchez, Mississippi 39120
601-442-3649

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with
the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting
the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award could
be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to
the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements
to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025 or 960-1022

Legal
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed RFPs are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the
RFP must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, January 15, 2013, at
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:
RFP#99046-011513--- Armed Security Guard Service
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
Copies of RFP specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the
Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with
the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1851. Copies of the EBO
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all RFPs. The City also reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any RFP
submitted. RFP awards will be made to the lowest and best company
submitting the lowest net price in
accordance with specifications.
The award could be according to
the lowest cost per item; or to the
lowest total cost for all items; or to
Key West Tour: Jan. 21-28
accept all or part of any proposal.
•••
Delivery time may be considered
Cajun Tour: February 25-28
•••
when evaluating the RFP proSouthwest Tour: Apr. 23-May 2
posal. In those cases where it
Carlsbad-Grand Canyon
is known prior to advertising that
•••
Northwest Tour: May 25-June 10
the City’s intention is to award acYellowstone-Redwoods
cording to the lowest total cost
•••
Capital Tour: June 25-July 1
for all items, or in some variation
Washington,
DC
thereof, statements to this affect
•••
will be included on the proposal
Nova Scotia Tour: July 13-27
Anne of Green Gables
form. Absence of such statement
•••
means the City will make that
Alaska Tour: Aug. 15-Sept. 7
determination during the RFP reJuneau-Anchorage-Valdez
•••
view.
DC-NYC Tour: Sept. 24-Oct. 4
New England Foliage
•••
Hellene Greer, CPPB-Purchasing
Niagara Falls Tour: Oct.21-28
Manager
Toronto-Detroit-Foliage
hgreer@city.jackson.ms.us
•••
Branson Tour: Nov. 12-15
•••
Williamsburg Tour: Dec. 17-21
Purchasing Division
Jamestown-Yorktown
(601) 960-1533 or (601) 9601025

2013 Tours

STARKVILLE TOURS

12/13/12, 12/20/12

Call 662-324-0474

Professional:
Address:		
			
Phone:		

Architecture South
330 West Jefferson St.
Tupelo, MS 38804
662-844-5843

		

A deposit of $150.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director
12/20/12, 12/27/12

12/20/12, 12/27/12

help wanted

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Drivers: Home Daily and Weekly Openings!
No-Touch, Great Pay & Miles!
Dedicated Jackson Account.
Werner Enterprises: 1-888-880-5902

Advertisement for Bids
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

legal

THE REGULAR STANDING MEETING OF THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL SCHEDULED FOR 10:00 A.M. ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2013
WILL BE HELD AT MILLSAPS COLLEGE, THE AC RECITAL ROOM, 1701
NORTH STATE STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 39210. IF ANY REASONABLE ACCOMODATIONS ARE REQUIRED, PLEASE CONTACT
MR. SAM GLEESE, THE CITY OF JACKSON’S ADA COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR, AT (601) 960-1863 TO ARRANGE AND SECURE THESE
SERVICES. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK AT (601) 960-1035 OR (601) 960-1033.
12/20/12, 12/27/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk
Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday,
01/17/2013 , for:
RE:
		

GS# 206-070 HVAC Renovations
Holmes Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
			
Phone:		

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/24/2013,
for:
RE:
		

NOTICE OF JACKSON CITY COUNCIL
MEETING LOCATION CHANGE

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
12/13/12, 12/20/12

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

39331-010813 - Six Month Supply of Foods - Baby Food

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

GS# 552-004 Dorm B Renovation
Mississippi Schools for the Blind and Deaf
(Department of Education)

Engineering Resource Group, Inc.
Post Office Drawer 16443
Jackson, Mississippi 39236
601-362-3552

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director
12/13/12, 12/20/12

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Bid 2250- E-Rate School Year 2013 and 2014
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) January 22,2013, at which time and
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees
reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and
to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar
days from the date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.
k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at
the above address. For questions contact Mr. Phillip Hairston (phairston@jackson.k12.ms.us.
12/20/12, 12/27/12

GS# 213-045 Mechanical Technology Building
Northwest Mississippi Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
			
Phone:		

Pryor & Morrow Architects and Engineers, P.A
Post Office Box 167
Columbus, Mississippi 39703
662-327-8990

A deposit of $300.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director
12/20/12, 12/27/12

Legal
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson,
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:
07012-011513 – Six (6) Motorcycles
88598-011513 – Twelve Month Supply of Swimming Pool Purification
Chemicals
74507-011513 – Twelve Month Supply of Asphaltic Pavement Materials

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with
the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity
(EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with
the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the
Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO
Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are
available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award
could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost
for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may
be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where
it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof,
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence
of such statement means the City will make that determination during
the bid review.
Janet D. Allison, CPPB, Supervisor
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1022

PASS
1x4
Starkville Tours

12/20/12, 12/27/12

DRIVERS NEEDED!!
1-800-301-1140
Call M-F 8am-5pm

www.mississippilink.com
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THE mississippi link • 15

The Mississippi Link
Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

DIALYSIS NOTICE - FDA RECALL
On March 29, 2012, the FDA recalled the dialysis products Naturalyte® and
GranuFlo® made and sold by Fresenius Medical Care between 1/1/08 and
6/30/12. If you or a loved one suffered a heart attack, heart damage, stroke
or died after dialysis between January 2008 and October 2012 you may have
been injured by use of these products.

KNOW YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS, CONTACT:

B. ADAM HAYS*

Principal oﬃce in Ha�esburg, Ms

(866)
7386461
ahays@jhrlaw.net

The MS Supreme Court advised that a decision on legal services is important and shouldn’t be based solely
on advertisements. The listings herein are not intended to indicate any special certification. Free background
information available upon request. Additional information about this lawyer may be obtained by contacting
the Mississippi Bar at (601) 355-4619. *Admitted in Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi.

AIRLINES ARE
HIRING
dƌĂŝŶĨŽNOTICE
ƌŚĂŶĚƐŽŶǀŝĂFDA
ƟŽŶĂRECALL
ƌĞĞƌ͘
DIALYSIS
&ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘

On March 29, 2012, the FDA recalled the dialysis products Naturalyte® and
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6/30/12. If you or a loved one suffered a heart attack, heart damage, stroke
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or died after dialysis between January 2008 and October 2012 you may have
been injured by use of these products.

866-455-4317

KNOW YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS, CONTACT:

B. ADAM HAYS*

Principal oﬃce in Ha�esburg, Ms

John
got in the
game
(866)
7386461
ahays@jhrlaw.net
with a wide
range of
sports, movies and
3.556x4
48 up
Web
more & saved
Packages start at just
to $850!
Discount
Gun Safe

The MS Supreme Court advised that a decision on legal services is important and shouldn’t be based solely
on advertisements. The listings herein are not intended to indicate any special certification. Free background
information available upon request. Additional information about this lawyer may be obtained by contacting
the Mississippi Bar at (601) 355-4619. *Admitted in Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi.

2x4

AIRLINES ARE
HIRING

Nicole went back to
Everyday price $24.99/mo
basics and saved
dƌĂŝ$312!
ŶĨŽƌŚĂŶĚƐŽŶǀŝĂƟŽŶĂƌĞĞƌ͘

DIALYSIS&NOTICE
ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚƉƌŽFDA
ŐƌĂŵ͘ RECALL

On March
&ŝŶĂŶ29,
ĐŝĂ2012,
ůĂŝĚŝthe
ĨƋFDA
ƵĂůŝrecalled
ĮĞĚͲ:the
Žďdialysis
ŵĞŶƚĂNaturalyte
ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐ®Ğand
͘
ƉůĂĐĞproducts
GranuFlo® made and sold by Fresenius Medical Care between 1/1/08 and
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6/30/12. If you or a loved one suffered a heart attack, heart damage, stroke
or died after dialysis between January 2008 and October 2012 you may have
been injured by use of these products.

866-455-4317

SAME DAY
KNOW YOUR LEGAL
RIGHTS,
PREMIUM MOVIE
CHANNELSCONTACT:
INSTALLATION
*

B. ADAM HAYS

Principal oﬃce in Ha�esburg, Ms

(866)
7386461
ahays@jhrlaw.net

INCLUDED FOR 3 MONTHS

IN UP TO 6 ROOMS
Where available.

CALL TODAY INSTALLED TODAY!

The MS Supreme Court advised that a decision on legal services is important and shouldn’t be based solely
For to3 months.
qualifying packages.
basedherein
on the are not intended
on with
advertisements.
TheOffer
listings
indicate any special certification. Free background
discounted $5available
price for theupon
Blockbuster
@Home.
information
request.
Additional information about this lawyer may be obtained by contacting
One disc atBar
a time,
value.
the Mississippi
at $10/mo.
(601) 355-4619.
*Admitted in Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi.

Join Nicole and John and start saving now on TV!

AIRLINES ARE
1-888-471-1216
HIRING
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0712

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly $10/mo). After 3 months,
then-current regular price applies Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie rentals at
participating Blockbuster stores. Offer not available in Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Digital Home Advantage plan requires 24-month
agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $17.50/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. Online Bonus credit requires online redemption no later than 45 days from
service activation. After applicable promotional period, then-current price will apply. $10/mo HD add-on fee waived for life of current account; requires 24-month agreement, continuous enrollment in AutoPay
with Paperless Billing. 3-month premium movie offer value is up to $132; after 3 months then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and
must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront fee, monthly fees, and limits on number and type of receivers will apply. You must initially enable PrimeTime Anytime
feature; requires local channels broadcast in HD (not available in all markets). HD programming requires HD television. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without
notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®,
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time,
non-refundable processing fee.

dƌĂŝŶĨŽƌŚĂŶĚƐŽŶǀŝĂƟŽŶĂƌĞĞƌ͘
&ĂƉƉƌŽǀĞĚƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘
&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůĂŝĚŝĨƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚͲ:ŽďƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘
>>ǀŝĂƟŽŶ/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞŽĨDĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ

866-455-4317

AT TEND C OPASS
LLEGE ONLI NE
FROM
M
H OME
Dish Network

ΎDĞĚŝĐĂů͕ΎƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ͕ΎƌŝŵŝŶĂů:ƵƐƟĐĞ͕Ύ,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝƚǇ͘
:ŽďƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚĂƐƐŝƐƚ2x6
ĂŶĐĞ͘ŽŵƉƵƚĞƌĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͘
&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůŝĚŝĨƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ͘^,sĂƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĞĚ͘

Call 888-899-6914
www.CenturaOnline.com

Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Aler t
Monitoring
24/7
r'SFF&RVJQNFOU
r&BTZ4FUVQ
AT TEND
C O LLE
GE ONLI NE
r'SFF4IJQQJOH r/BUJPOXJEF4FSWJDF
M H OME
FROM
Order Now!

ΎDĞĚŝĐĂů͕ΎƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ͕ΎƌŝŵŝŶĂů:ƵƐƟĐĞ͕Ύ,ŽƐƉŝƚĂůŝƚǇ͘
:ŽďƉůĂCall
ĐĞŵĞtoday:
ŶƚĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͘ŽŵƉƵƚĞƌĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ͘
&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůŝĚŝĨƋƵĂůŝĮĞĚ͘^,sĂƵƚŚŽƌŝǌĞĚ͘

1-888-714-7318
Call 888-899-6914
www.CenturaOnline.com

Big Reach!

Small Price!

Run this size ad in over
Top-Rated Medical
Alarm
100 newspapers statewide

Medical Alert for less than $11 per paper.
Monitoring
Call your local newspaper or
24/7

MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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notice. Offer available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. Additional restrictions may apply. Offer ends 1/31/13. HBO®,
Cinemax® andthe
related channels
and service marks are theWant
property of Home a
Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIMEyour
is a registered trademark
of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company.
STARZ and related
channels and service
available across
country.
hometime.
$0.03
Quarterly
Bonus.
marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Netflix is a registered trademark of Netflix. Inc. Redbox is a registered trademark of Redbox Automated Retail, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time,
career that gives
you
open road?
non-refundable
processingthe
fee.
Requires 3 months recent experience.
Antonelli College
800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com
now offers CDL training.
DRIVER. TANGO TRANSPORT NOW
Be on the road in as little as 5 weeks!
HIRING Regional OTR Team. Top Pay, ,
3.556 x 6Plenty48
WebGreat Home Time. Family
of Miles,
Contact us today for more information.
Medical/Dental, 401K, Paid Vacations.
1-888-647-2523 Dish Network
PASS
Call 877-826-4605 or www.drivefortanenrollantonelli.com
go.com
Centura College 2x6
Drivers - CDL-A NO GIMMICKS! Just
2x2
great pay, miles, hometime and benefits.
50¢/mile for Hazmat Teams. Solos start
at 36¢/mile. 1 year experience required.
800-942-2104 ext. 7308 or 7307.
www.TotalMS.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
Call today for information on our
City areas. Home daily, paid by load.
Business Management,
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Information Technology,
Forest Products Transports. 800-925PASS
and
5556.
Marketing andMedical
Social Media
Drivers - HIRING EXPERIENCED /
Management
Programs
INEXPERIENCED TANKER DRIVERS!
Guardian
Earn up to $.51/mile! New fleet Volvo
at Antonelli College!
2x2
tractors. 1 year OTR experience required.
We strive to provide an experience that
3.556x2
Tanker training available. Call today:
will help you grow academically,
8 7 7 - 8 8 2 - 6 5 3 7 .
48socially.
Web
personally and
Centura College www.OakleyTransport.com
1-888-647-2523
DRIVERS!!! WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO
YOU? Good Pay: $950.00 weekly aver2x2
enrollantonelli.com
age; Family Time: Home Most Weekends;
Rewards: Safety, Longevity, Driver Referral
Bonus. Well maintained equipment. Class
“A“ CDL with 1 year OTR. Call us at 866677-4333,
www.dancortransit.com.
Dancor Transit.
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
Employment- General
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
SIGN ON BONUS 3.556x2
UP TO $15,000.
jobs available now! Call 1-877-285Immediate openings: Elite Training •Navy
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
48 Web
Seal and Navy Diver
•Air Rescue
•Explosive Ordanance. CALL (800) 852Medical
7621.

1-888-471-1216

NOW ENROLLING
IN JACKSON!

PASS
MPS
2x2

NOW HIRING!

OTR DRIVERS
CDL, 2 Yrs Experience

Home Every Other Day! (Biloxi)

• 50% more drop and hooks
• Pay next day of delivery
INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.
(956) 718-6350
safety@interconcarriers.com

For Sale, Misc.
WRAP UP YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING with 100 percent guaranteed,
delivered-to-the-door OMAHA STEAKS.
SAVE 68% PLUS 2 FREE GIFTS - 26 gourmet favorites only $49.99. ORDER today,
1-888-713-1754, use code 45102DAE
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/os23.

Services
DIVORCE with or without Children
$125. Includes name change and property
settlement agreement. SAVE hundreds.
Fast
and
easy.
Call 1-888-733-7165 24/7.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564, for $10.00
off your first prescription and free shipping.
DISH
NETWORK.
Starting
at
$19.99/month PLUS 30 premium movie
channels FREE for 3 months! SAVE! & ask
about SAME DAY installation! Call 888471-1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.

Week of December 16, 2012
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Wingfield’s basketball
coach inducted into
SWAC Hall of Fame
By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

Head coach of the Wingfield
boys’ basketball team, Herman
Sanders, was inducted into the
SWAC Hall of Fame Dec. 6,
2012 in Birmingham. Sanders,

Coach Sanders overseeing a game

has coached track and basketball
at Wingfield for almost 20 years.
A few seasons ago, he lead
the Falcons to a 30 & 1 record,
winning his first 27 games. Relatively soft spoken, often smiling,
Coach Sanders has sent a num-

ber of players on to the collegiate
level. Although most people in
the Jackson area know him for
basketball, the SWAC inducted
him into the hall of fame for his
legendary track skills.
Sanders was a track and field
star for Mississippi Valley State
from 1977 to 1981. He was a
three-time ALL-SWAC performer in the 400 and 800 meters. In
1980 and 1981 he led the Delta
Devils to back to back NAIA
championships.
In addition to track and field,
Sanders also ran cross country
and landed ALL-SWAC honors
for that sport too.
Sanders was a leader the moment he arrived in Itta Bena.
This was proven to be true because he was a captain all four
years at Mississippi Valley. He
also won the team MVP four
years in a row.
He arrived at Mississippi Valley from Shaw High School
where he was nicknamed, Mr.
Everything because he was involved in all-sports. Sanders
reflects on his days at Mississippi Valley State with a smile.
“It’s just the idea of being in
the category with all of those
who have been inducted (into
the SWAC Hall of Fame) before
me,’’ Sanders said. “That says a
lot, just being a part of the all the
great (SWAC) athletes who had
great careers. It’s a lot of guys. It
makes me feel much better. It’s
tops in my career.’’

Coach Sanders waving to the crowd in Birmingham
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Dedication Ceremony for
Richard J. Porter Municipal Building
December 14, 2012 • Jackson, Miss.
Porter

Photos By Jay Johnson

Continued from page 1

Upon graduation from
Jackson State University,
he entered the workforce as
a salesman and warehouse
manager for Karl Shoe Store.
Shortly thereafter, he entered
his life’s career in the insurance industry, where he created a legacy of service to his
customers and to the community.
He served as vice president of Statewide General
Insurance Agency, Inc. from
1973-1983. On Oct. 1, 1983,
he established Porter’s Insurance Agency, Inc. where he
served as president and agent.
He pursued additional studies
and became a certified property and casual underwriter
through Millsap College in
1993.
A community-minded entrepreneur, Porter was active
in Jackson’s business, civic
and social arenas. He became
a commissioner of the Jackson Redevelopment Authority in February 1990 and was
elected board chair in 1992.
During those 14 years, Porter
assisted in improving economic development for the
City of Jackson.
Some of the projects he focused on were renovation of
the Warren A. Hood Building,

refinancing and renovation of
Union Station, Jackson Medical Mall and JRA parking
garages, and acquisition of
the King Edward Hotel and
properties for the Convention
Center.
His business and professional affiliations included
many memberships:
Mississippi Sports Hall of
Fame and Museum;
Jackson State University
Regional Alumni Board;
Jackson
Redevelopment
Authority;
Board member of the
Downtown Jackson Partners;
Mississippi Local Work
Force Investment Board
and Professional Insurance
Agents;
Life member of Jackson
State University Alumni Association (local and national
levels);
The NAACP;
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity;
Member of 100 Black Men
of America, Inc.;
Monday Evening Club;
Magnolia
Insurance
Agents;
Founding member of the
Blue Bengal Athletic Association (JSU Booster Club);
Among the first investors
for Lakeover Memorial Fu-

neral Home.; and
Member of T.C. Almore
Lodge Number 242, M.W.
Stringer
Grand
Lodge,
P.H.A., and the L.K. Atwood
Elks Lodge.
He received numerous
awards and recognitions for
his achievements, among
them the Plaque of Appreciation, Jackson State University
Gift Club (2005); Certificate
of Appreciation, 100 Black
Men of Jackson Mentoring
Program at Brown Elementary School (1999); Plaque
of Appreciation as founder
of Porter’s Bowling League
(1997); Minority Service
Industry Firm of the Year
Award from The Jackson Minority Business Development
Center (1995); Omega Man
of the Year from Omega Psi
Phi Fraternity (1994); Dedicated Service Award from
Bethlehem Center, Inc. Board
of Directors (1986-1987);
Distinguished Service Award
from Jackson Hinds Alumni
Chapter (1983); and Dedicated Service Award from
Statewide General Insurance
Agency, Inc. (1983).
Amid his busy career, civic
and professional responsibilities, Richard enjoyed traveling.

The Working Together Jackson
celebrated its first six months
with progress in Mid-City
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Working Together Jackson
at its monthly leaders’ luncheon,
Wednesday, Dec. 12, at 12 noon,
hosted Mayor Harvey Johnson at
Truevine Baptist Church, 1133
Pleasant Ave., pastured by Rev.
Claude Tucker.
Mayor Johnson and the City
of Jackson were recognized for
leadership in promptly and effectively cleaning up the city and
state owned lots in the Mid-City
Metro Jackson neighborhood, located around Wood Street. This
clean-up, according to Debra
Brent, president of the Mid-City
Metro Jackson Neighborhood Association, represented 50 percent
of the vacant lots in the Mid-City
neighborhood. The Resolution
of Appreciation presented to the
Mayor, according to the speaker,
represented a “Job Well Done.”
Working Together Jackson is a
Metro Jackson organization seeking to build a broad-based coalition of institutions in the Jackson
Metro area, with the capacity to
address community problems

large and small. The coalition deliberately crosses the lines of race,
religion, neighborhood and political affiliation and is politically
non-partisan.
The luncheon activities included a modest meal, and an update
of institution members on successful grassroots efforts in their
neighborhoods. Also, there was a
report on a major leadership training of the leaders in Houston, Texas, which took place in October.
Parry Perkins, with the Industrial Areas Foundation, who is
lead trainer employed by Working
Together Jackson, was one of the
presenters at the luncheon. Perkins
stated that Working Together Jackson is assisted by the Industrial Areas Foundation, which is the oldest
organizing institution in America.
He stated that to date IAF have
more than 65 organizations around
the country, including projects
in New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
Monroe, Shreveport-Bossier, Alexandria and the Louisiana Delta.
Perkins gave an overview of the
history and organizing efforts to

date of Working Together Jackson
and stated that there were 36 active
institutional members, and a number of others under discernment.
He stated that Working Together
Jackson had conducted well over
1,000 conversations with its member institutions to discover the issues of the greatest concern which
were found to be neighborhood
renewal, education and crime.
The key focus of the luncheon
activities, however, were the MidCity neighborhood efforts and accomplishment, with Brent sharing
the story of how members of their
neighborhood identified vacant
and overgrown properties as a major threat to the health and wellbeing of their neighborhoods,
and how the Mayor and the City
of Jackson’s partnership brought
about the successful effort toward
its renewal.
The Mayor’s comment was that
this resolution wasn’t necessary,
but he admitted that it felt good
to be recognized for the good the
City had done against the usual
complaints.

Working Together Jackson six
month luncheon highlights
Cleanup Mid-City
December 12, 2012 • Jackson, Miss.
Photos By ayesha k. mustafaa
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Book Review:
“The
Truth
About
Men”
Ian K. Smith, M.D.
by

c.2012, St. Martin’s Press
$$24.99 / $28.99 Canada	 • 187 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
It’s been a year full of empty calendar slots.
You did lots of things with
friends and family, that’s true.
But you can’t remember the
last time you had a date with a
man you wanted to see again.
All the ones you met this year
were boring, babies or only interested in one thing.
Maybe you’re sending the
wrong signals. Maybe you
missed something important
in Dating 101. Or perhaps you
need more information, which
you might find in “The Truth
About Men” by Ian K. Smith,
M.D.
Your friends all assure
you that you’re beautiful.
You know you’re smart and
you’ve got it going on. So
why haven’t you met a decent
man yet? Why are your weekend nights spent watching old
movies and wishing?
Ian K. Smith said that he
was attending a seminar with
300 women when those questions came up and he wanted
to tell the women “the real
reasons” why men are the way
they are. This book is the result.
Men, he said, don’t want to
feel like they’re being hooked.
They want to work (but not
too much) to win you over.
Making yourself too available
is no good for a man. Moving
too quickly with “boyfriend/
girlfriend” labels or the Lword isn’t good, either.
A man, Smith said, is willing to wait a date or two to be
intimate, but give him some
hope. Men love women who
take charge in the bedroom,
but they don’t want “freak of
the week.” And to ensure that
there are no surprises, there
are certain conversations you
need before you get that far
anyway.
Likewise, it’s no surprise
that men aren’t mind readers.
Stop beating around the bush,
say what you mean, and don’t
say things you don’t mean.
Give him a break on holidays. Gather your courage and
tell the truth, even if you think
it might hurt his feelings. Understand that his home is his
cave and he likes it that way.
Always keep yourself up (or
at least show effort) and forget
about implants and plastic surgery. Don’t try to change him,
don’t bring up past relationships, and remember that “[d]
ignity trumps bad behavior all
the time….”
Oh, how I waffled on this
book. “The Truth About Men”
does, indeed, hold plenty of
truth. There are pages and
pages here that are common
sense and it’ll be obvious to
anybody that much of what
author Ian K. Smith said is for
real.
For the most part, his advice is solid - sometimes.
Then there are the things that
I thought were preposterous,
decidedly one-sided and almost insulting: tips on physical appearance and what happens if you slip, advice on
compromise and entire passages that largely contradict
other points made.
Yes, that’s confusing but it
doesn’t mean this is an awful
book; there’s goodness in here
but it requires more than just a
grain of salt. If you’re willing
to read it thoughtfully, then
you may find it helpful. If not,
then “The Truth About Men”
will just leave you searching
for more thruths.
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Racist Obama tweets explode over
football preemption for Newtown speech
eurweb.com
Proving that stupidity and lack
of compassion don’t take days off,
racists had no problem exposing
themselves to the world Sunday
night, Dec. 16.
The tweets began with President
Obama’s appearance in Newtown,
Conn. to pay tribute to the victims
of the Sandy Hook elementary
school shootings, which interrupted the Sunday night game between
the San Francisco 49ers and New
England Patriots on NBC.
The screenshots (left) show the
profanity-laced tweets included ra-

cial epithets against the president.
In fact, one of the racially
charged tweets came from a University of North Alabama (UNA)
football player who is no longer on
the team, according to officials.
Bradley Patterson tweeted, “Take
that n****r off the TV, we want to
watch some football.”
After Patterson’s tweet, Mark
Linder, the school’s athletic director, sent out his own saying, “Thx
2 everyone who brought to our attention. @UNAAthletics does not
condone. He is no longer a member
of the team.”

Obama speaking at Newtown memorial service.

Jamie Foxx on keeping baby
mamas secret; why he won’t marry
eurweb.com
Jamie Foxx refuses to name
the mothers of his two daughters because it keeps his personal life out of the tabloids.
The Oscar winning star of
“Django Unchained” has two
children, Corinne, 18, and Annalise, 4, but the identity of
their mothers have remained a
secret since birth.
Foxx insists he has no confidentiality agreement to keep
the women from coming forward, but he is glad the information hasn’t leaked since it
makes things far less complicated.
“It’s just so cool and calm

and that’s all you need.… (I)
need somebody … who’s not
thirsty for what I do,” he told
Oprah Winfrey Dec. 16 on
“Oprah’s Next Chapter.”
Foxx admited he has a similar approach to dating, insisting
he won’t date anyone who has a
problem keeping their relationship quiet.
Fox lives by the motto,
“Whoever you date, don’t let
anybody know,” and he explained, “I was dating a girl
one time and I’m sick and there
was a premiere and she got her
dress and she was like, ‘Well,
the premiere’s tonight…, what
are we doing? Because I got

this dress.’ And I said, ‘Ok,
well you go ahead and go to the
premiere and don’t come back,’
because it ain’t about that.
“To me, in order to make it in
this business, it has to be someone who is willing to sacrifice
a little bit more than what they
would sacrifice in a normal relationship.”
Foxx said he isn’t looking to
walk down the aisle because
most of his married friends are
miserable: “I always wanted
to be married, 2.5 kids, wood
paneling on the side of the station wagon, but … you get your
heart broken one good time,
especially for a man, it’s cata-

strophic.”
He is convinced
most
unions
are
doomed because of
the added pressure
placed on couples
once they become
husband and wife.
He says, “I always
felt for my friends
that got married. I
would see them married for five years and
then see them start to Foxx, daughter Corrine and Oprah Winfrey on “Oprah’s Next Chapter”
(crumble)., and all of
the sudden they’re not married as their friend and there’s kids know one couple that is marand they’re enemies. Like they involved and it wrecks every- ried and they’re happy, but evthing.
erybody else, they are gnawing
hate each other.
“I just don’t want that… I their arms off.”
Then I’m stuck in the middle
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piggly wiggly
December 19 - 25, 2012

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.

FRESH WHOLE

RUMP
ROAST
$ 99

2

1

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

BOTTOM
ROUND STEAK

$ 99

$ 39

3 LB. OR MORE FRESH

BAKING
HENS
¢

99

PER LB.

BONE-IN
RIBEYE STEAK

9

FRESH

BONELESS
PORK LOIN
$ 99

PER LB.

PER LB.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

3

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

FRESH BONELESS

POUND

USDA CHOICE BEEF

3

SELECT POLKS

$ 39

$ 99

$ 99

2

SAVE ON

DUNCAN HINES COKE PRODUCTS
CAKE MIXES

/ 12
12 PACK 12 OZ. CANS

1

16.5 - 18.25 OZ. BOX

$ 00

4 $

FRESH PRODUCE

LARGE FLORIDA

MISSISSIPPI GROWN

2

4

8 LB. BAG

$ 99

59

FRESH

CALIFORNIA
CELERY

99
STALK

¢

¢

FRESH

YELLOW
ONIONS

1

3 LB. BAG

$ 49

/ 12
HALF GAL. ROUND

3 $

1 LB.

MARTHA WHITE

FLOUR OR
CORN MEAL

/5
5 LB. BAG

2 $

WASHINGTON GROWN

GRAPEFRUIT & SWEET POTATOES RED DELICIOUS
ORANGES
APPLES
PER LB.

BLUE BELL
ICE CREAM

$ 59

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

2

ASSORTED FLAVORS

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS
PER LB.

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

CUBED
STEAK

GROUND
BEEF
PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

USDA CHOICE BEEF

USDA CHOICE BEEF

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

5

8 LB. BAG

$ 99
FRESH IDAHO

RUSSET POTATOES

2

8 LB. BAG

$ 99

1
$ 79
BUTTER
2
2$
BISCUITS
/3
CREAM CHEESE 4/$5
CHUNK CHEESE 2/$4
SOUR CREAM 79¢
ORANGE JUICE 2/$4
PIGGLY WIGGLY WHIPPING CREAM &

HALF..................................
& HALF $ 00
8 - 16 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY REAL

1 LB.........................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY CANNED

4 PACK 10 CT. CAN ........................
KRAFT PHILADELPHIA ORIGINAL

8 OZ. ......................................
KRAFT SHREDDED OR

8 OZ. ......................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

8 OZ. ......................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

64 OZ. ......................................
SELECT FROZEN

PICTSWEET
4$
VEGETABLES
.................................
10 - 16 OZ.

/5

