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Hughes named JSU’s 19th head coach

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University
Director of Athletics Wheeler
Brown announced the hiring
of Tony Hughes as the football
program’s 19th head coach during a Monday morning press
conference in the Lee E. Williams Athletic and Assembly
Center Hall of Fame Room.
“Today is a great day to be
a Tiger,” said Brown. “Coach
Hughes brings over 31 years of
experience to the position and
we expect great things from him
and from our football program.”

Hughes, a Mississippi native,
comes to Jackson State from
Mississippi State University,
where he spent seven seasons
as a key member of the Bulldog
football coaching staff. Hughes
is known as one of the top recruiting coordinators in the nation.
In 2015, 247Sports.com
tabbed him as one of America’s
top 10 recruiters after Mississippi State hauled in one of the
nation’s top 16 classes according to recruiting services. In the
spring of 2013, he was named

assistant head coach.
According to Rivals.com, the
22 National Letters of Intent
MSU received on 2015 Signing Day made up the Bulldogs’
best since 2003. Fifteen of the
signees hailed from Mississippi.
Local recruiting will be a top
priority for Hughes at Jackson
State. He plans to focus on recruitment within a 150-mile radius of the university.
“We will recruit players from
the state of Mississippi and the
local Jackson area,” Hughes
said. “I believe that there are

enough players in the state, if
we recruit right and evaluate
right, every year we will field a
great football team.”
“As soon as this press conference is over with, I’ll be on
the phone making calls to get us
some football players in here.”
Hughes takes over a Jackson
State program that finished the
2015 season with a 3-8 overall
record and a 3-6 Southwestern
Athletic Conference mark.

Hughes

Be your own boss
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Liles offers Blackburn students entrepreneurial advice

Tony Hughes comes to Jackson State after several collegiate coaching
positions in Mississippi and Louisiana. PHOTO COURTESY JSU ATHLETICS

Cathead
Distillery
offers tours

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Music Executive Kevin Liles poses with Blackburn Middle School students and one of their college mentors who participated in a session of
Verizon’s Minority Male Makers Program at Jackson State University Dec. 10.

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
It’s never too early to learn
about becoming an entrepreneur.
And Dec. 10, at Jackson State,
Blackburn Middle School boys
got advice from someone who
made his first $1 million at age
17.
In partnership with Verizon’s
Minority Male Makers Program,
Kevin Liles, former president
and CEO of Def Jam Recordings, offered tons of advice to
the students on the importance
of STEM (science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics)
academics in order to be their

Eric Johnson, a mentor from the summer program, talks with
Blackburn students about their business idea before pitching it to
Kevin Liles. Students are (from left) Jamarious Stewart, Dakari Ceaser,
Prae McGee, and Tavorris Lenoir. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
own boss one day.
First he explained what entrepreneurship is.
“Somebody said I want to

send a letter and get it there
overnight, and they called it FedEx. That simple idea … I believe that’s entrepreneurship,”
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Cathead Distillery owners, Richard Patrick (left) and Austin Evans
address the crowd during the ribbon cutting ceremony for the
business last week. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

Freddie Gray case ends in mistrial

DRA gives
$15M for
Delta area

The Delta Region Authority, Gov. Phil Bryant, partners,
and award recipient representatives lined on the dais at the old
Farmers Market, 2245 North
West St. in Jackson, Dec. 10,
in front of a huge crowd to announce a $15 million investment to help grow economic
opportunity in the Mississippi
Delta.

Liles said.
“When you get that idea, be
relentless in being the best and
then get people to believe in
you. I was told no 100 times before I started my first company.”
The Verizon Minority Male
Makers Program launched last
summer at four historically
black colleges and universities
– JSU, Morgan State University,
Kentucky State University, and
North Carolina A&T. The twoyear program provides minority, male middle school students
hands-on-learning experiences

It’s been a whirlwind week
for Cathead Distillery owners
Austin Evans, 35, and Richard
Patrick, 32.
On Dec. 8, a ribbon cutting
ceremony was held to officially welcome Mississippi’s first
legal distillery, located at 422
South Farish St., to the capital
city. A grand opening was held
last Saturday.
And the fun continues today
when tours of the distillery become available to the public
starting at 3 p.m. Tours will
also be available on Fridays at
3 p.m. and at 11 a.m. on Saturdays. Guests can enjoy a bar
full of local beers, the retail
shop and a game of corn hole
while visiting. Upon request,
private group tours are available.
Evans and Patrick wanted

to offer the tours, which last
about 30 minutes, for a variety
of reasons.
For one thing, people can
see the production process in
the distillery and get a better understanding of the craft,
according to Evans. Patrick
pointed out that the distillery
combines agricultural and
tourism, so it falls in the category of agritourism.
“We really want the distillery to be more of a destination
spot to families,” Patrick said,
noting that booster seats and
high chairs are on hand. Having the tours “provides people
with a stronger connection to
the brand.”
Before Cathead Distillery’s
recent move to Jackson, the
facility was located in a rural

Award recipient representative Mayor George Holland of the town
of Moorhead speaks to the crowd. Gov. Phil Bryant listens at right.
PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Seven investments were addressed to create and retain 95
jobs for local residents, train 92
workers for jobs in their communities, and link 515 residents
to clean and safe water and
sewer services.

Alcorn students
present at
Delta Mu Delta
conference
Page 10

According to Bryant, “These
seven investments will continue to further the success the
Delta Regional Authority has

DRA

Continued on page 3

Star Wars’
Bodega is living
the dream
Page 18

BALTIMORE – The first trial in the death of Freddie Gray
ended in a mistrial Wednesday,
with jurors saying they couldn’t
determine whether a Baltimore
police officer was criminally responsible for the man’s death.
Officials appealed for calm in
the aftermath of the mistrial, and
small crowds of protesters demonstrated along streets lined with
police officers.
William Porter’s trial was
the first test of prosecutors’

case against six officers in a
city struggling to rein in violent
crime. The case hinged not on
what Porter did, but what prosecutors said he didn’t do. He was
accused of failing to get medical help for a critically wounded
Gray and was charged with manslaughter, assault, misconduct
in office and reckless endangerment.
Gray’s injury in police custody sparked weeks of protests and
fueled the nation’s scrutiny of
how police treat black suspects.
The charges against Porter
carried maximum prison terms

totaling 25 years. It was not immediately clear whether Porter
would be retried. An administrative hearing was scheduled for
Thursday to discuss a possible
retrial date. Porter waived his
right to appear.
Wednesday was the third day
of deliberations for the jury of
seven women and five men.
They deliberated for a total of
about 15 hours. On Tuesday, they
indicated they were deadlocked,
but Circuit Judge Barry Williams

Gray

Continued on page 3
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with advanced technology and
mentorship. The Verizon Foundation partnered with the four
HBCUs to facilitate summer
science intensive courses giving students exposure to the latest in technology including 3D
design, app development, coding and more. The program also
pairs middle school student participants with college students
for mentoring throughout the
school year.
After Liles delivered his “Entrepreneurship 101” lecture, the
Blackburn students were tasked
with developing creative, techfocused business ideas and an
“elevator pitch” to Liles. During
the lecture, he emphasized why
education is so important, particularly the sciences.
“Education for me was every
day. I learned not only from my
teacher. I learned from the store
owner on the block,” he said.
“Today I still learn.”
Liles also noted statistics that
reveal 97 percent of STEM students are not males.
“The reason why Verizon
started this program was to take
that 3 percent and at least turn it

Music Executive Kevin Liles delivers his Entrepreneurship 101 lecture to Blackburn Middle School students.
PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY

into 50 percent. My mission in
my life right now is to change
that number,” he said.
Liles knows first hand how
STEM academics can make a
difference in a person’s life.
Before becoming a music executive, he actually received a
NASA engineering scholarship
to attend Morgan State in Baltimore, Md., which is his hometown. He took a stab at a rap

career until someone stole his
music causing him to consider
the business side of the industry.
One Blackburn seventh-grade
student wanted to know if Liles
could help him become a rapper. Liles answer was that yes he
could, but that’s not where the
focus should be because everybody can’t be rappers.
He’s worked with artists such
as Jay Z, Kanye West, and Fet-

ty Wap, but he stressed to the
Blackburn students that all of
these artists needed one thing to
make it in the industry – a musical engineer. With that in mind,
he impressed on the students to
strive for careers beyond being a
rapper but rather the person paying the rapper.
“So I’m telling you right
now, if you want to be a rapper,
God bless you. Work hard at it.

Please work hard at it, but I want
all you guys to be entrepreneurs
and businessmen. That’s where
I think we are going to change
the world.”
As the Minority Male Makers
program continues, the students
will visit JSU once a month to
learn different science skills.
“We are partnering with these
HBCUs to reach the middle
schoolers … so that they can be
inspired to continue down the
educational path to be in STEM
careers,” said Jessica Thorpe, a
Verizon Public Relations manager. “Minorities are grossly underrepresented in that field.”
Another benefit of the program is exposure middle school
minority males get to a college
atmosphere, which for some is
completely new.
“We want them to be in this
environment to inspire them
to pursue college. We want to
catch the kids early so they can
really embrace education, embrace science,” Thorpe said.
Liles agrees that in order for
the students to be successful,
they need advice as soon as possible.

“The longer you go without
having the entrepreneurship
in you ignited, the fire lit, the
harder it is to be an entrepreneur. So by starting at an early
age, especially in middle school,
you trump up the possibilities,”
Liles said.
The music executive is committed to seeing minority males
make their own mark in the
world as well as offering advice
along the way.
He initially partnered with
Morgan State for a similar program a few years ago that offered mentoring two weeks of
the year, but two weeks wasn’t
enough for him.
When Verizon approached
him about the Minority Male
Makers program which actually
mentors 700 students for two
years, he was all in.
“They can’t get me to get
away from this,” he said. “This
is not about being a part of a
program. It’s about changing
somebody’s life.”
For more information about
the Verizon Foundation, visit
http://www.verizon.com/about/
responsibility.

Hughes

Continued from page 1

“I’m telling you right now that I
don’t have a magic wand in my pocket. I don’t have a crystal ball. I can’t
predict how many wins we will have
but I know hard work, discipline and
toughness. I know that formula works.
When we put those ingredients together – honesty, treating women with respect and not using drugs and weapons
and not stealing from each other – as
the basic foundation of our program
you will see a team that your are very
proud of.”
“With all of us working together we
can achieve success as we move forward. I’m proud to be here today and
excited to be here today.”
Hughes has a knack for identifying
players from Mississippi that go on to
become NFL prospects. This is true of
first-team All-American linebacker,
Benardrick McKinney, who was once

New JSU Head Football Coach Tony
Hughes stands with JSU’s new Athletic
Director Wheeler Brown. PHOTO COURTESY
JSU ATHLETICS

a two-star high school quarterback
in Tunica before being drafted by the
Houston Texans in 2015.
While at Mississippi State, Hughes

developed the Bulldogs’ safeties corps
into one of the Southeastern Conference’s hardest hitting units. Hughes is
known for a hard nose defense. Following the 2014 Orange Bowl season, two
of his safeties signed NFL free agent
contracts, including his son Jay. This is
a testimony to his development of Mississippi’s talent at the Division I level.
Hughes was named one of the top 25
college football recruiters in the nation
by Rivals.com in 2006. His first two
years at the University of Mississippi
were spent tutoring the defensive backs
while spending quality time with the
tight ends.
He spent two seasons at Louisiana
Technical University and spent 10
years coaching at Hinds Community
College in Raymond where he served
as the defensive coordinator and secondary coach. Hughes coached eight

players who later went on to the NFL.
Before working at Hinds, Hughes’
first full-time coaching position on the
collegiate level was at the University
of West Alabama, where he coached
from 1992-93. Hughes coached seven
years in the Mississippi high school
ranks, serving as offensive coordinator
and running backs coach at Hattiesburg
High School from 1988-91. He spent
two seasons as the defensive secondary
coach and boys track coach at South
Natchez High School in 1986-87. His
first high school coaching job was at
Philadelphia High School in 1985.
Hughes served his country in the
United States Marine Corps from 198184 and received and honorable discharge. He began his coaching career
as a graduate assistant at the University
of Southern Mississippi in 1984 working with the defensive backs. Hughes

played football and ran track at Forest
High School from 1974-76 and played
defensive back at St. Paul’s College in
1976-66 and was a defensive back for
the Southern Miss Eagles from 197778.
He earned his bachelor of arts degree
in sociology in 1980. He is an active
member of the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes, serving as a member of the
Mississippi FCA State Board of Directors in 1999, president of the Mississippi FCA Coaches Council in 1998 and
vice-president of the Mississippi FCA
Coaches Council in 1997.
Hughes is married to the former
Marion McCaleb of Meridian and the
couple has two sons, Jamison and Jay.
Jay had the prestigious honor of being
the only SEC football player to represent the league at the 2015 NCAA Convention.
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Cathead Distillery owners, Austin Evans and Richard Patrick, cut the ribbon during the ribbon cutting
ceremony to welcome the business to its new Jackson location, 422 South Farish St.
part of Madison for five years
where the owners say they were
kind of crammed for space with
7,000 square feet. The Jackson
location has 20,000 square feet
to make multiple spirits, including Cathead Vodka, Cathead
Honeysuckle, Cathead Pecan,
Bristow Gin, Bristow Reserve
Gin and Hoodoo Chicory Liqueur. The move provides Cathead the ability to distill other
spirits, including whiskey.
Patrick and Evans admittedly have selfish reasons for
the relocation as well. They are
both Jackson residents. Evans
is a Jackson native. They both
like the amenities Jackson offers, particularly in the heart of
downtown.
The co-founders of Cathead
Distillery met in college while
bartending and developed an
appreciation for the business.
They learned about the industry,
specifically details on restau-

rants, bars, catering, and manufacturing, before deciding to
venture out and start their own
business.
Cathead Distillery is a part of
Mississippi’s growing creative
economy – the state’s cultural
and creative enterprises. It was
important to Evans and Patrick
to include an philanthropic side
to the business as well. Depending on where a person lives, a
portion of every 750 ml bottle
purchased of the original Cathead vodka goes to a local foundation to assist musicians.
The term “Cathead” is a compliment in Mississippi, first
coined by blues musicians as a
nod to artists they respect. Mississippi artists and musicians
went on to use “Cathead” in
many forms of folk art, as a way
to pay the rent and share their
legacies.
“We both appreciate a lot of
music, especially live music,”

Patrick said.
Several years ago while living in Charleston, S.C., Evans
invited Patrick to a blues festival in the Mississippi Delta. “It
opened up a whole new world
of music to me, blues music
specifically,” said Patrick, who
at that time was not familiar to
the blues.
The future looks bright for
a company that’s relatively
young, but neither Patrick nor
Evans describe what they have
accomplished as success as
of yet. They reserve the term
“success” for companies that
have completed their life cycle
– something that can be looked
back on.
Instead, they strive to keep
their business growing.
“We have a long way to go,”
Evans said.
For more information about
Cathead Distillery, visit www.
catheaddistillery.com.

to a unanimous agreement on any
of the four charges,” Williams
told the jurors before declaring
a mistrial. Before dismissing
them, he said, “You have clearly
been diligent.”
During deliberations Wednesday, a handful of protesters

gathered outside the courthouse,
chanting “send those killer cops
to jail.”
Upon learning of the mistrial,
about 30 people were gathered,
and they chanted “No justice, no
peace!” and “Black Lives Matter.”

Gray
Continued from page 1

told them to keep working.
Since they began deliberating Monday, the jurors made
several requests, including one
Wednesday for a copy of a transcript from a witness. Williams
refused.
“It is clear you will not come

already seen in the Mississippi
Delta, and they continue to be
a key partner in strengthening
our communities, facilitating
job opportunities, and improving infrastructure throughout
the state.”
“These investments strategically leverage funding for projects that will help to address the
infrastructure, training and public service needs of our Delta
communities while driving economic development and growing small businesses and entrepreneurs,” said Chris Masingill,
DRA federal co-chairman.
The agents or facilities that
are beneficiaries of the 2015
DRA States’ Economic Development Assistance Program
(SEDAP) investments are as
follows:
1. Moorehead Wellness Center Building, Moorhead received $237,856 and leveraged
public investment of $5,000
for reconstruction and renovation of a downtown building to
house a new community wellness center to address the health
issues of chronic obesity and diabetes in the community. Mayor
George Holland represented the
Wellness Center.
2. Pope Emergency Sewer
Project, Pope was granted
$152,028 to repair 15 problem
areas in the town of Pope’s
sewer system and eliminate the
raw sewage spilling out into the
environment whereby 215 residents are affected. Town Clerk
Tracey Holcomb represented
Town of Pope.
3. Port of Greenville Sewer
Improvements,
Greenville
was awarded $149,843 and
leveraged public investment
$25,000, thereby connecting
five industries that operate at
the Port of Greenville to city
sewer services and affecting
300 residents. Greenville Port
Director Tommy Hart represented Greenville.
4. Standard Industrial Facility Expansion, Clarksdale won
the following: DRA Investment
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Award recipient representative Dr. Clyde Muse, president of Hinds
Community College, addresses the crowd.
- $155,556; leveraged public
investment: $1,217,000; private
capital investment: $500,000.
Owner of Footprint Farms Dr.
Cindy Ayers-Elliott represented
Clarksdale.
5. Regional Food Hub Facility Enhancement, Jackson
received DRA investment:
$315,080; private capital investment: $31,508 for renovation of
a dormant produce distribution
facility into a functional, modern food hub to the benefit of
specialty crop farmers and consumers throughout central Mississippi to create five jobs. Jeff
Good represented Partner Up in
Farms Food Hub.
6. HCC Employment Skills
Training and Placement Assistance, Jackson gained DRA
investment: $200,000; leveraged public investment:
$10,634,471; private capital
investment: $1,759,471. These
awards are aimed toward preliminary site preparation, environmental assessments, and
utility lines installation to
modernize and expand workforce training and occupational
education programs at Hinds
Community College’s GrayPartridge location (65 jobs to
be created and retained, and 92
individuals to be trained). Dr.
Clyde Muse represented HCC.
7. Bay Springs Industrial
Road Phase II, Bay Springs
was granted DRA investment:
$23,000; leveraged public investment: $27,000 for continuation of 2014 project to convert

residential street into an industrial road. James L. Nix represented Bay Springs.
Award recipient representatives stood proudly and spoke
enthusiastically regarding the
awards. Holland said, “We’re
trying to alleviate some of these
problems. We’re just grateful to
Gov. Phil Bryant. I’m elated to
be the recipient of this money.
Keep us in your prayers.”
Good said, “We need sponsors for projects, collaboration
across private and public sectors. I thank UMMC, the governor, and all who bent over
backwards.” Ayers-Elliott said,
“I am so happy to be a farmer.
We will be bringing local fresh
foods in our backyards and our
fields to create a healthier workforce, to fight diabetes, to plant
seeds in the soil, to pool our resources together.”
Those witnessing the event
sized it up as positive. Yolanda
Clay-Moore of the Jackson Visitors Convention Center said,
“It’s exciting for Jackson to be
part of this agricultural project.
It’s a very exciting time to see
the development and growth
that can come.”
The Rev. Ozell White of
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church from Prentiss was cited
by Alcorn State University as
2014 MS Small Farmer of the
Year.
To learn more about DRA visit www.dra.gov or contact Spencer Lucker at slucker@dra.gov
or call (202) 744-3558.
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USS Jackson (LCS 6) commissioned
By MC2 Kathleen L. Church
Special to The Mississippi Link
GULFPORT (NNS) – The
crew of USS Jackson (LCS 6)
ushered in a new era in naval
warfare, Dec. 5, as the ship was
brought to life before a crowd of
nearly 10,000.
“I hereby place United States
Ship Jackson in commission.
May God bless and guide this
warship and all who sail in it,”
said Secretary of the Navy Ray
Mabus, who helped name the
ship in 2011. “This certainly
ranks right up there with great
days that I’ve had.”
Mississippi Sen. Thad Cochran’s daughter, Dr. Kate Cochran, was the ship’s sponsor.
It’s the first ship to bear the
name of Mississippi’s capital
city. The name held a special
meaning for many of those at
the commissioning.
“For it to be named after the
city, the capital of the state in
which you were born, is even
more of a phenomenal feeling,”
said Command Senior Chief
Ken Ballard.
Ballard and 52 other crew
members will man missions
aboard the Jackson, one of the
fastest and most technologically
advanced warships in the world.
“They’re providing incredible
presence. They’re providing lethality. They’re providing a lot
of things that the United States
Navy needs today and is going
to need for years in the future,”
said Mabus.
For the crew, the commissioning was the culmination of three
years of hard work.
A fast, agile, and high-technology surface combatant, Jackson will act as a platform for

Jackson Mayor
Tony Yarber
shakes hands
with Iyanna Cotton, fifth grader at
Spann Elementary. Iyanna won
the USS Jackson
poster contest.

Hundreds attended the USS Jackson (LCS 6) comissioning ceremony in Gulfport. PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
launch and recovery of manned
and unmanned vehicles. Its
modular design will support
interchangeable mission packages, allowing the ship to be
reconfigured for antisubmarine
warfare, mine warfare, or surface warfare missions on an asneeded basis.
The littoral combat ship
(LCS) will be able to swap out
mission packages, adapting as
the tactical situation demands.
These ships will also feature advanced networking capability to
share tactical information with
other Navy aircraft, ships, submarines and joint units.
The brand new 417 foot ship
weighs in at 3,100 tons. It can
travel at speeds in excess of 40
knots. The USS Jackson will be
home ported at Naval Base San
Diego.

Local and state politicians on hand for the ceremony includes former Gov. Ray Mabus (from left), Jackson Mayor Tony Yarber, Sen. Thad Cochran,
Gulfport Mayor Billy Hewes and Gov. Phil Bryant.

AKA Rho Lambda Omega
Chapter supports Africare

Members of the Rho Lambda Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority pose before the zumba class.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The ladies of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Rho
Lambda Omega Chapter recently sponsored a Zumba Master
Class to raise funds for Africare.
The class was sponsored by the
Rho Lambda Omega Global
Impact and Health Promotions
Committees. It was held on the
campus of Tougaloo College at
Dec. 3.
Africare is the oldest, largest
and most experienced AfricanAmerican led non-profit international development organization.
Africare is a leader in development assistance to Africa. Since
its founding in 1970, Africare has
delivered more than $1 billion in
assistance to millions of men,

women and children across the
continent of Africa.
For 90 minutes, nearly 20
people moved and swayed to the
Afro-Latin beat often associated
with Zumba. Zumba is a dance
fitness program that involves
dance and aerobic elements.
The choreography incorporates
hip hop, samba, salsa, merengue
and mambo. Squats and lunges
are included to keep the workout
fun and interesting.
“So many people in the area
enjoy Zumba,” said Sandra Carr
Hayes, event chairperson. “We
thought this would be a great
way to raise money, workout and
have fun.” In addition to Zumba,
nurses provided stroke screenings for those in attendance.

“One of Alpha Kappa Alpha’s
health targets focuses on stroke
awareness and prevention,” said
Sharon Bridges, Esq., chapter
president. “Whenever possible,
we provide basic health screenings so people can know their
numbers. This is just one of our
efforts to reduce heart attack and
stroke.”
Other global impact events
held in 2015 included a human
trafficking town hall meeting,
United Nations simulation with
students from Piney Woods
Country Life School and (session at Tougaloo).
For more information about
Rho Lambda Omega chapter
and it’s programs, visit www.
rloaka.org.
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Hinds County School
District recognizes sponsor

The Hinds County School District proudly recognizes one of its
partners for their outstanding support and services provided to the
students and staff across the district. The Jackson Area Federal Credit
Union was honored by the HCSD Board as one of its main supporters
(Emerald Level) for the 2014-2015 school year. Pictured are Wayne
Cameron, vice president of business development at Jackson Area
Federal Credit Union and Dr. Delesicia Martin, superintendent of
HCSD. For more information on partnership opportunities or to become involved, contact John Neal, associate superintendent of Community Relations, at (601) 857-7008 or email jneal@hinds.k12.ms.us

Walker reelected
to chamber board
LeRoy Walker Jr., president and CEO of
LTM Enterprises in Jackson, has been reelected to serve another term on the board
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Walker’s
term will end in November 2017, marking the
last of three terms he can serve on the board.
Walker is the only Mississippi resident on the board. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is the world’s largest business organization representing the interests of more than three million businesses of all sizes,
sectors, and regions. Members range from mom-and-pop shops and
local chambers to leading industry associations and large corporations
who all count on the chamber to be their voice in Washington, D.C.

NEWS BRIEFS
Cade Chapel presents
Christmas Cantata
Cade Chapel Missionary Baptist Church’s Department of Music will present its Christmas Cantata at
6 p.m. Dec. 20, at the New Horizon Church International, 1770 Ellis Ave., in Jackson.
The title of this year’s cantata is “More Than Amazing.” The multi-generational musical features contemporary and traditional works. This year marks the 36th
year for the event. It will feature a combined choir and
combined orchestra.
Each year the Cade Chapel Christmas Cantata tells
the story of the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ. The
presentation will feature an adult chorus, a teen chorus, a 45-piece orchestra, sign language interpretation, dance ministry and theatrical ministry. This year
the ministry message will also include a socially conscious message relevant for today.
The Rev. Reginald Buckley serves as the senior
pastor. The Rev. Horace L. Buckley is the pastor
emeritus and Beray Thigpen serves as the minister of
music and cantata conductor. For more information,
call (601) 366-5463.

Program will benefit
adopter children, families
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority in conjunc-
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District 43 Toastmasters recently held its fall conference
in Jackson. The organization
holds annual fall and spring conferences. At the spring conference, an evaluation contest and
a speech contest are held. The
next spring conference is set for
April 15-16, 2016, at Wyndham
Hotel in Little Rock, Ark. The
theme will be Toastmasters: It’s
Electric. The spring 2017 conference will be held in Jackson.
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Phil Reed, Voice of Calvary Ministries president, and Marcia Reed
were recipients of the District 43 2015 Communication and Leadership Award. Present to receive the awards were Marcia and the
couple’s daughter, Erin Eady. Phil Reed tuned in via video to share
VCM accomplishments. VCM continues to demonstrate true leadership skills in the Jackson community.

Top three leaders for District 43 Toastmasters 2015-2016 are (from
left) Angela Tornes, District 43 director of Jackson; Nicole Powell, The Table Topics contest winners were (from left) Roger Pritchett,
program quality director of Memphis, Tenn.; and Margaret Robin- third place; Courtney Gardner, second place; and Syreeta Ball, first
son, club growth director of Sherwood, Ark.
place.

Piccadilly will continue its tradition of welcoming
guests on Christmas Day in select locations. The restaurants will open from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Dec. 25.
Guests will have the option to choose from a selection
of traditional holiday items, including turkey and dressing or brown sugar-glazed ham with all the trimmings.

December 17 - 23, 2015

Toastmasters Clubs throughout District 43 prepare for the procession. As new clubs are chartered,
they work toward achieving many goals. Toastmasters reward newly chartered clubs and existing clubs
throughout the year with leadership and communication award ribbons.

District 43 Toastmasters International Humorous Speech Contest
winners are (from left) Richard Perry, third place; Art Evans, second
place, of Vicksburg Toastmaster Club; and Christopher Hughes,
first place.

Some Piccadilly restaurants
will be open on Christmas
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Member:

Toastmasters holds fall conference

tion with Mississippi Families For Kids and WLBT will
hold its year-end holiday program titled A Home for the
Holidays at 10 a.m. Dec. 19 at the Children’s Museum
of Mississippi, 2145 Museum Blvd. in northeast Jackson.
The annual signature event acknowledges
adopter children and families enrolled in the Mississippi Families For Kids program. The program
will include highlights from adopter families and gift
presentations from partners and sponsors including
members of the Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
family. With an all-inclusive focus on the health and
wealth of communities, JMAA seeks to support the
initiatives of organizations devoted to children and
families.
WLBT news anchor Maggie Wade will serve as emcee for the event. A carol sing-along will be provided
by WLBT/FOX 40’s Joy Redmond. Special music will
also feature the Jim Hill High School Choir.
For additional information, contact Linda West,
executive director of Mississippi Families for Kids at
(601) 957-7670.
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The menu will also include Piccadilly favorites including fried chicken, chopped steak and carrot soufflé.
“At Piccadilly, we do the cooking so families can enjoy delicious home-style dishes without all the preparation and fuss,” said Azam Malik, CEO of Piccadilly
Restaurants, LLC. “Whether guests select the Holiday
Feasts or our menu favorites, Piccadilly is a great place
to spend your holiday.”
Piccadilly offers Holiday Feasts To-Go for those who
wish to enjoy Piccadilly holiday favorites at home. Holiday Feasts To-Go with turkey or ham and all the fixings
must be ordered at least 36 hours in advance of pick
up.
Restaurants will be open in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Tennessee, Virginia, and Mississippi.
The Mississippi location is in the Robinson Road
Shopping Center, 4273 Robinson Road in Jackson.

Farish Street Christmas tree
lighting ceremony set
The Farish Street/Main Street Project will hold its
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting In The Farish Street
Historic District for the city of Jackson at 4 p.m. Dec.
18, in Farish Street Park located on the corner of Farish and Hamilton Streets in downtown Jackson.
The late Col. James T. Anderson, former president
of the Farish Street/Main Street Project, will be honored at this year’s lighting ceremony. Christmas trees
will be decorated by the following: The Historic Alamo
Theatre, Johnny T’s Bistro, Central United Methodist Church, Collins Funeral Home, Dennis Brothers,

Subscribe TODAY

Farish Street Baptist Church, New Hope Baptist
Church-Hamilton Street, Farish Street Community of
Shalom, Scott Ford House, Jackson Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, Margaret Walker Center,
Brown Elementary School, Mt. Helm Baptist Church
and Women For Progress.
FSMSP is a non-profit organization dedicated to the
betterment and uplift of the entire Farish Street Historic
District. FSMSP is an umbrella organization whose
membership is comprised of the citizens, businesses,
restaurants, entertainment establishments, churches
and other entities located within the Farish Street Historic District.
The district is bordered on the north by Fortification
Street, on the south by Amite Street, on the west by Mill
Street and on the east by Lamar Street.
For more information, contact Nettie Stowers at
(202) 256-6021.

Norwood plans meeting,
open house for residents
District 28 Sen. Sollie B. Norwood will host an open
house and meeting from noon until 6:30 p.m. Dec. 21
at the District 28 Resource Center located on the lower
level of Metrocenter Mall, 1395 Metrocenter on Hwy.
80 in Jackson.
At the meeting, residents can discuss issues, problems and concerns related to the community and their
quality of life, and other issues that could be addressed
during the upcoming legislative session.
Light refreshments will be served.
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‘Bring It’ heads to Hinds CC

Pine Grove Behavioral
Health in Hattiesburg
Student is choreographer for Dancing Dolls honors McManus
The Mississippi Link Newswire
RAYMOND – Fruits of the
labor of Hinds Community College sophomore Javadric “Jay”
Kelly could be showcased Dec.
19 as Lifetime’s “Bring It” reality show is set to tape at Hinds’
Utica Campus.
Kelly, 21, is a dance student
on the Raymond Campus and
manager for the Hi-Steppers
dance team. He is one of the
hip hop choreographers for Dianna Williams’ Dancing Dolls,
the featured Jackson team that
competes with other teams on
the reality series entering its
third season in January.
Kelly of Bolton and his buddy
Timothy Jones have been dancing together 10 years. Jones had
previously done some choreography for Williams, known as
Miss Dianna on the show. When
she called him to choreograph
for the show, Jones stipulated
that he and Kelly are a team.
“I teach hip hop to the girls
and I assist Miss Dianna. When
she needs some new moves or
new ideas, she calls me or my
friend Tim,” Kelly said.
He has been dancing since
he was three years old and is
self-taught, but has learned
technique in his Hinds classes
taught by Tiffany Jefferson, director of Montage Theatre of
Dance.
“I learned by watching Michael Jackson, James Brown,
Chris Brown, Omari, everybody. I just started doing stuff
they were doing,” he said. “But

Javadric “Jay” Kelly is a manager for the Hi-Steppers dance team at
Hinds Community College Utica Campus. PHOTO COURTESY OF HINDS
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

once I got to Hinds, Tiffany
Jefferson taught me to get better technique – tap, jazz, ballet,
modern, all those type dance
genres.”
Jefferson said she first met
Kelly when he was in the eighth
grade through his work in a
dance company.
“Anyone could tell then that
he was destined to be a great
performing artist. Javadric
Kelly has boundless energy
and talents. His charisma alone
is so infectious, one can’t help
but to fall for him,” she said.
“Since he has been under our
direction at Hinds, he has been

very open-minded to learning
any and everything about the
art form of dance. He takes his
craft very seriously even if he
doesn’t take himself so seriously. He is very playful, but he
is no nonsense about his dancing.”
“When ‘Bring It’ first came
out, we were always behind
the scenes with the girls but
we never received any recognition for it. Season 2 is when
they started adding us into the
shows and letting us be a part of
the episodes,” Kelly said. “Me
and Tim had a whole episode to
ourselves when we came in and

Faith leaders endorse flag for
All Mississippians Coalition
The Mississippi Link Newswire
On Dec. 8, the Flag For All
Mississippians Coalition announced that it has received the
endorsement of a group of 50
prominent ministers and faith
leaders from all across Mississippi who support removing the
Confederate symbol from the
state flag.
Ministers will engage their
congregations and communities
to build awareness and support
for the Flag For All Mississippians’ campaign to press state legislators to take direct action on
the flag issue or ask the voters
to decide on a statewide ballot
whether the Confederate emblem that was added to the state
flag in 1894 should be removed.
The complete list of endorsing
faith leaders can be viewed at
http://newmsflag.org/endorsements.
“We’re truly excited to see
momentum building for changing the flag and are pleased that
ministers from across the state
are with us in encouraging our
state legislators to address this
issue in the upcoming legislative session or by clearing a path
for the people of Mississippi to
have a clean vote on removing
the Confederate emblem from
our flag,” said Sharon Brown of
the Flag For All Mississippians
Coalition.
“If the legislature places the
issue on the ballot then it should
mirror the language being proposed in Initiative 55 and be a
vote on whether to remove any
reference to the Confederacy
– and not a vote choosing between various flag designs.”
“We stand strong in our convictions that longstanding symbols of racial hatred and oppression have no place in a flag
that is supposed to represent
all families who call Mississippi home,” said Pastor Willie
Jones, president of East Mississippi Baptist State Convention.

“By removing the Confederate
symbol once and for all from
the flag, our hope and goal is to
help bring healing across this
state and encourage reconciliation across enduring racial and
class barriers.”
“As Christians, we are called
to draw our identity and selfworth from Jesus Christ, our
Savior who came to set the captives free and proclaim liberty to
every human being, regardless
of our race, class or gender,”
said Pastor Melvin Montgomery of Faith & Grace Missionary Baptist Church. “When our
sons and daughters look up to
the state flag, we want them to
see only hope and a bright future for their lives rather than a
symbol from the past based on
false racial superiority, intimidation and violence.”
The Flag For All Mississippians Coalition, representing a diverse group of Mississippians,
is sponsoring the Flag for All
Mississippians Act (Initiative
Measure #55) that will amend
the Mississippi State Constitution and provide that: “The flag
of the State of Mississippi shall
not contain or include any reference to the Confederate army’s
battle flag or to the Confedera-

cy.
On Oct. 11, the coalition
sponsored a march attended by
more than 200 civil rights advocates through downtown Jackson that ended with a rally on the
State Capitol steps that featured
speeches by civil rights legend
Myrlie Evers-Williams, musician and activist David Banner,
civil rights lawyer Chokwe Lumumba Jr., and South Carolina
Rep. Jenny Horne.
The ballot title for Initiative Measure #55: “Should the
Confederate battle flag or any
reference to the Confederacy be
removed from the State Flag?”
The ballot summary for Initiative Measure #55: Initiative
Measure No. 55 proposes to add
the following language to the
Mississippi Constitution: “The
flag of the State of Mississippi
shall not contain or include any
reference to the Confederate
army’s battle flag or to the Confederacy.”
As an enforcement mechanism, a Mississippi citizen
may petition the Mississippi
Supreme Court for a writ of
mandamus requiring the State,
its political subdivisions, their
agents, officers, or employees
to comply with the amendment.

taught the girls a hip hop routine. They won first place. Season 2 we danced in the season
finale. She (Williams) utilized
us as the secret weapons, and
they won first place as well.”
Kelly said being involved
with the production and teaching the Dancing Dolls is fun.
“I love working with the Dancing Dolls,” he said. “We are in
a roomful of young ladies who
are very, very talented, diverse
and versatile. It’s kind of fun
dealing with all the personalities. They catch on real fast so
that makes the job even easier
and funner. They have these
great, goofy, enormous personalities that I love, and they have
enormous energy.”
Kelly and Jones aren’t paid
for the work they do with “Bring
It,” but it has led to some paid
outside gigs, both performances
and teaching.
It has also led to some recognition. When he and Jones were
at Disney World, he heard passersby say, “‘Oh, my God, there
go Tim and Jay.’ This is really
real. They knew us, he said. “It
opens plenty of doors for us.”
“Bring It” will tape Dec. 19 at
J.D. Boyd Gym at Hinds Community College’s Utica Campus.
The doors open at noon with
the show beginning at 2 p.m.
Admission is $5 or $4 with a $1
discount by registering ahead of
time at http://hub.hindscc.edu/
bring-it-utica-campus.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Pine Grove Behavioral
Health & Addiction Services
in Hattiesburg recently announced Fran McManus as the
2015 Employee of the Year.
McManus, patient care
manager for Adult Psychiatric
Services, has worked for Pine
Grove for 34 years and was
nominated by her peers as an
outstanding employee.
The award was presented at
Pine Grove’s annual employee
holiday luncheon on Dec. 10.
During the announcement,
Debbie Sanford, Forrest General Hospital’s Chief Behavioral Health and Addiction
Services officer, read nominations submitted for McManus.
“Since working with Fran over
the years, the staff has found
her to be dedicated to her patients. She respects them and
treats them as she would her
family. Our patients know her
by her first name and they look
for Fran when she is not here.
Fran makes sure the patients
have everything they need and
goes above and beyond.” Upon
receiving the award, McManus
stated, “There is nowhere else
I’d rather work.”
Each quarter, Pine Grove’s
Employee Recognition Committee selects a deserving
colleague to be honored for
their work based on employee
nominations that are submitted
from throughout Pine Grove.
The Employee of the Year is
selected from these individu-

McManus
als. McManus was one of over
40 nominations.
Pine Grove Behavioral
Health & Addiction Services
is an extension of Forrest General Hospital. Pine Grove’s
world renowned programs
focus on treating gender specific chemical addiction including a specialized track for
co-occurring eating disorders.
Additionally, Pine Grove offers a substance abuse healing
program for adults age 55 plus.
Other Pine Grove programs
include a dedicated professional’s treatment curriculum
and a comprehensive evaluation center. Pine Grove also
features a program for patients
with sexual and intimacy disorder issues.
Pine Grove was established
in 1984 and has provided the
highest quality health care for
over 30 years.
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Black’s Chapel M.B. Church
holds Christmas banquet

By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer
For 22 years Black’s Chapel
Missionary Baptist Church,
3425 Robinson Road, has hosted its annual Christmas Banquet in recognition of the birth
of Jesus Christ. This year’s
banquet was held at 7 p.m. Dec.
11. The scripture verse Luke
2:11 which states, “Today in
the town of David a Savior has
been born to you: he is the Messiah, the Lord,” was the theme
of the event that brought together church parishioners and others in the Jackson community.
The high-spirited gathering
in the fellowship hall filled with
Christmas adornment set the
tone for fellowship, laughter,
dinner, game activities, Christmas songs and merriment. Mistress of Ceremony Valentine
Blue displayed charm and joy
as she created an atmosphere of
warmth for those in attendance.
Tables were filled to seating
capacity and occupants participated in games that focused on
the birth of Jesus. Gifts were
given to persons who ranked
highest in appropriate responses. Such gifts included a
weather alert radio, coca cola
cooler, Michael Kors purses,
Kay Jewelers diamond earrings, diamond necklaces, portable DVD players, overnight
bag, Keurig 32” coffee maker,
Sony television, fossil watch,
Black and Decker fan, electric
heater, pressure cooker, and
roaster oven.
Additionally, on behalf of
Black’s Chapel, Anthony Davis randomly distributed monetary awards to visitors who
volunteered to come before
the audience without knowing
why they were asked to do so.
They accepted envelopes that
he passed out. All volunteers
received money with the highest award being $500.
The crowd was appeased
with Christmas songs played
by Davis and passionately
sung by various members. For
instance, Eula Mason led the
audience in Jeffrey Radford’s
arrangement of black Gospel-

Banquet Committee members are (from left) Jackie Brown, Mahala Lowe, Valentine Blue and Tiffany Mangum

Members of Black Chapel’s Mother Board are (front row, from left) Mary Gray, Earlene Tillman, Maebell
Gibbs, Arnain Harris, and Nell Bowman. (Back row, from left) Daisy Jenkins, Charlene Forest, Ida Mae
Jackson, Barbara Taylor, Margaret Curry and Bobbie McGee
PHOTOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT
styled Christmas song “Jesus,
What a Wonderful Child.” Later Keila McNeal, Lewis Stewart, and Denise Ellis sang John
Sullivan Dwight’s version of
“O Holy Night.”
At the end of the program,
Black Chapel pastor, the Rev.
John Otis McNeal, paid homage to the parishioners and the
community. While referencing
the love that was displayed and
the turnout, he reflected on the
church’s motto, “Love ye one

another.” He then remarked:
“This is a plus added to all
of us. Our visitors have truly
blessed our evening.” With that
note he wished all a happy New
Year.
Decorations were done by
Jessie Windom and family and
culinary was provided by Torice Patterson and Hattie Harris.
For further information on
Black Chapel M. B. Church,
call (601) 922-0170.

Daisy Jenkins shares game
rules.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Mississippi
is known for its
relative
warm
climate, but this
holiday season
the warmth is
setting records
across the country. Yes, I’m a
Mississippian, born and bred. I
grew up in the Delta, and during
my childhood we would enjoy
snow as it fell on the grounds
for miles across our communities.
I left the Delta to attend Jackson State University and after
graduating, I left Mississippi,
but returned a decade later only
to hear my family and co-workers in the metro Jackson area
complain about the cold weather. Of course, I would laugh and
think, “How can people say it’s
cold here? I can’t wear all of the
coats that I brought back with
me.”
Well, this December, I’ve
gone from not wearing coats
to practically not even having
to wear long sleeves at all. We
have had some pretty warm
days.
Many people are of the mindset that Christmas just is not
Christmas without cold weather. I’ve heard several people
say, “It’s too warm. It doesn’t
feel like Christmas at all.”
Well, you know I have to ask
myself what I feel is my thought
provoking question of the day
– “What does Christmas look
like?”
Does Christmas resemble a
day of thanks, a day of love, a
day of joy, a day of family and
friends and, most importantly,
does it resemble a day of praising the Lord? My answer is yes!
Yes, all the above looks like
Christmas but then, so should
every day, right?
So, as I answer my own question, I identify the Christmas
season as time when we honor
the birth of the Christ child.
Christmas Day is a day of miracles, of peace, and unity. Christmas Day symbolizes a new beginning to all who call upon His
Holy name.
Oh, the joy of being able to
proclaim this celebration from
year to year. What a wonderful
feeling to be able to celebrate
the birth date of God’s only
begotten son. What a wonder-

ful experience it is to share the
miracle of the birth of the one
who asked for nothing but gave
all that He had to save mankind.
As I continued to ponder
answers to the question “what
does Christmas look like,” the
tune began to ring in my head.
To me, Christmas looks like a
light that shines eternally for all
the world to see. It is a day of
fascination, a day of blessings
told and untold, a day of giving,
a day filled with love for your
fellowman. Christmas is the holiest of days that people reach
out to each other and give praise
for a love that changed a world.
The descriptions that I have
cited are symbolic of what
should be included in our daily
walk. As believers of the Lord,
we should be happy to greet everyone we meet. We should be
excited about gathering together in the name of the Lord. We
should give Him our all whenever we praise His name. We
should never be consumed by
the activities that surround us
but be totally committed to His
good works and words.
Yes, that’s it! It’s beginning
to look a lot like Christmas because we should want the look
and feel of this special day to
be in our lives daily. We should
rejoice year round as we praise
God for the greatest gift ever
given. We should always share
the good news of our Lord.
As you celebrate during this
holiday season please share
what God has done for you.
Please share your joys of the
good times. Please share your
love of the Lord.
Remember the verse that I
often share with you – Isaiah
52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How
beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of those who bring good
news, who proclaim peace, who
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to
Zion, Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your news
and the news of your place of
worship and visit.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at
religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or mail
your information to The Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

Searching for the perfect gift, consider gift of time
By Regina Mixon
Special to The Mississippi Link
It’s the holiday season. It’s time to
shop for our friends and loved ones.
Money is tight so what can I give those
nearest and dearest to me? I know, I’ll
give them the gift of time.
Whew, glad that’s over as far as what
to shop for but to whom do I give this
precious gift? After all, I am only one
person. There are no clones and I can
only do so much when it comes to the
giving of my time.
The questions are: who, what, when,

where and most importantly how?
In January 2002, I wrote an article that
was published in several newspapers
titled, “The Greatest Gift One Can Give
is the Gift of Time.” Reflecting today I
thought this very appropriate now and
bears repeating.
During the holidays many are depressed. There are losses in so many
ways such as isolation, depression, families separated through members living in
various states or those with loved ones
in jail, fighting in the war, hospitalized,
in nursing homes or separated through

strife, division or confusion. Many times
we look for ways to give tangible gifts
but often times what one needs is the gift
of time.
A purchased gift does not ease the
pain of that elderly family member that
has no visitors and is mostly in isolation.
The gift of time is better. That family
member that is incarcerated or hospitalized would probably appreciate a visit, a
letter, a personal touch much more than
something tangible. While celebrating
this holiday season give a gift that requires nothing more than slowing down

and often no money. Give someone you
love the gift of time. That gift is priceless. Whatever you sow you will reap, so
sow into someone’s life time and when
it’s your time of need God will make
sure there is someone to do the same for
you.
Encourage someone. Slow down and
celebrate life. And take the time to let
those that are nearest and dearest to you
know that they are loved.
Have a wonderful holiday and remember when you think you have nothing to
give you can always give the gift of time.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence
Ave., Jackson, will host its Children’s Christmas
Program, “Twas the Night Before Christmas”
and the Christmas Cantata, “Behold the Lamb
of God” at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m., respectively,
Dec. 20. For more information call (601) 3552670. The Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

Program Dec. 20. The time and location are to
be announced. For more information regarding
tickets or other church functions/services, call
(601) 362-6447.

Dec. 23. This event is driven by music, dance,
drama and the word. For more information, visit
www.gpgmbc.org/ or call, (601) 354-2026. The
Rev. Stephen F. Mason is the pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove M. B. Church, 1640
West County Road, Jackson, Youth Ministry will
present “Joy To The World, the Lord is Come,”
Christmas program at 10 a.m. Dec. 19. in the
Greater Fairview Baptist Church, 2545 New- sanctuary. The church’s Music Department will
port St., Jackson, will hold its Annual Christmas present “The Color Of Christmas” at 6:30 p.m.

The Church Triumphant Global, 6531 Dogwood View Parkway, Jackson, will host “God
with Us Christmas Musical and Drama” at 10
a.m. Dec. 20. The event is free. For more information, visit www.triumphant.tv or call (601)
977-0007.
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Life without Christ is empty - Part III
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
When we were
not satisfied, we
sought the worldly crowd. Thank
God, when I got
saved, the worldly crowd left and
the heavenly crowds moved in. I
wanted to be around God’s people because we had something in
common.
Before I was saved, what
common denominator did I
have between light and darkness? Young people, we need
to be careful of whom we keep
company. We must be careful
of whom we associate. Also, we
need to be careful of what other
young people want us to do.
We live in a very tempting
society. There are lots of allurements today that are trying
to reel in and gobble up young
people. We need to be careful of
our conversations. It is so easy

for young people to get off track.
Older young people should be
careful of what they talk about
to the younger ones. We should
be encouraging and uplifting.
Do not have a critical attitude.
When we are not doing well
spiritually, there is a desire to do
worldly things. If we are not living for God, our soul will reach
out for something else to latch
on. That is the reason we need
to attend church services. Every
time the church doors are open,
we need to be there so that we
can get our soul fed. The devil
does not want us to go to church.
He wants to take us down into
immorality. We read in Psalm
34:8, “O taste and see that the
Lord is good: blessed is the man
that trusteth in Him.”
Many people place a lot of
trust in man. They place their
confidence in financial planners,
investors, lawyers, doctors and
educators. The Lord wants us
to trust in Him. We will never

go wrong by trusting in Jesus
Christ. He will never forsake
us. He is faithful and trustworthy. He will let us know exactly
what is lacking in our lives. We
cannot fool God. He knows all
about us. Psalm 118:8 says, “It is
better to trust in the Lord than to
put confidence in a man.”
Going back to our scripture text, Luke 8:43-44, “And
a woman having an issue of
blood 12 years, which had spent
all her living upon physicians,
neither could be healed of any.
Came behind him (Jesus), and
touched the border (hem) of His
garment and immediately her
issue of blood stanched.” This
woman had reached the end of
her options. She had spent all
her money and she had spent 12
years suffering and going from
physician to physician. It was
time for her to go a different
route. Are we like the woman in
our scripture text? Her sole purpose was to get to Jesus despite

the crowd. Do we talk about
Jesus on the job? Do we let coworkers know that we are born
again children of God? Can the
people on the job come to us if
they have a need and ask us to
pray for them? If we are living
the Christian life the way we
should, people will see a difference. The spirit that we manifest
on the job ought to let people
around us know that we are a
child of God.
Next week – Dec. 24, “What
gifts could you give to Christ
today?
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669. He is married to
Velma L. Green. He honorably
served in the U.S. Army for 20
years. Rev. Green is a member
of the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as chairman of the Southeastern Association of The Church of God, Inc.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the
Billboard Gospel Charts for the
week of December 17
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Procrastination is the
thief of dreams
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“Procrastination is the thief
of
dreams.”
When I heard
best
selling
author Tia McCollors
state
this during a
writing workshop a number of
years ago, I immediately started reaching for a pen so I could
write this profound phrase
down.
I thought about how much
further along I’d be in my writing career if instead of watching Judge Mathis and calling It
”research,” I turned off the television and started to write. And
just as quick as I thought it,
McCollors then mentioned how
much more work can get done
when the television is turned
off. “Ouch,” is all I could think
at that point.
Even as I nodded my head
in agreement to what she said,
my mind took a quick trip to
the piles of projects that I left
undone at home. I even started
to feel a little conviction for
not following through on what
I knew I had promised myself
and others.
I kept looking straight ahead
hoping that my mind would
travel to a place that had the
right strategy to get those projects done. The only thing that
I felt was a slight headache
from the thought of how much
energy it’s going to take me to
get them done and the regret of
how much time I’d wasted.
Thinking about her statement
years later, I have to admit that
I’m getting better but I have to
admit that I still struggle with

battling procrastination. I see
so many things and ideas that I
can write about that I get overwhelmed at times … procrastinate … and write about none.
So why do I procrastinate? Is
it because I don’t want to do it?
Don’t think I can do it? Don’t
have the time to do it? For me,
as with others, it’s a combination. Proverbs 27:1 warns us
“Don’t brashly announce what
you’re going to do tomorrow;
you don’t know the first thing
about tomorrow.”
For example, when I discuss
the writing process with my college English writing students,
most readily admit that they
procrastinate and wait until the
last minute to do their papers.
For some, it’s because they
don’t know what to write about.
For others, it’s a matter of poor
time management. And for
others, it’s because they simply
hate writing and like all of us,
have a hard time doing things
we don’t like doing.
But what if your procrastination isn’t about something that
you hate doing but something
that you enjoy doing? Who do
you blame then, yourself or can
we spiritualize it and blame the
devil too?
Rather than seeing it as just
a cute bad habit that everyone
has, fixing the problem of procrastination takes more than admitting it exists. It also means
you make a decision to start
actively pursuing your dreams
and stop being an accessory to
the crime of dream stealing.
Shewanda Riley may be
reached at lovehangover@
juno.com, at www.shewandariley.com or www.anointedauthorsontour.com
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JSU junior earns internship, Alcorn students
$25,000 Apple scholarship present at Delta Mu
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University
junior computer engineering major Taha Merghani has
been awarded a one-year college scholarship totaling up to
$25,000 and a summer internship as part of the Apple HBCU
Scholars Program – his second
distinguished honor since arriving at JSU.
The Sudanese native is
among an elite group of only
30 students selected nationally
to receive this award.
Merghani credits JSU for
having a major impact in his
life by “making college education a reality for me.” The
gifted student said, “JSU provided an academic scholarship
and helped to produce amazing
internship opportunities that
I needed for my personal and
professional growth.”
The Apple HBCU Scholars Program is part of the new
Apple and Thurgood Marshall
College Fund (TMCF) Diversity Initiative between Cupertino (Calif.) and TMCF. As
part of the partnership, Apple
made a $40 million multiyear
commitment, the largest and
most comprehensive corporate
investment ever given exclusively for students and faculty
of four-year HBCUs.
Meghnai was admitted to
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology for a 2015 summer
internship. The MIT Summer
Research Program receives applications from highly talented
students throughout the country.
Before coming to the U.S.,

JSU junior computer engineering major Taha Merghani is one of
among 30 elite scholarship awardees from 47 HBCUs. He also will
attend a summer internship in Cupertino, Calif.
Merghani was the top student
among more than 600,000
peers who took the standard
high school examinations in
Sudan.
He said he has long been fascinated by computers. “I chose
to pursue a degree in computer
engineering because I wanted
to get in-depth knowledge of
both hardware and software. …
I have developed a passion for
utilizing software to facilitate
interaction between humans
and computers through natural
language.
Hosted by the Thurgood
Marshall College Fund, the
Apple scholars program chose
the students from among 47
HBCUs.
Create revolutionary wonder recipients were announced
by Denise Young-Smith, vice
president for Apple’s worldwide human resources. YoungSmith is a graduate of an
HBCU, Grambling State Uni-

versity.
“The people at Apple don’t
just create products they create
the kind of wonder that’s revolutionized entire industries,”
Young-Smith said at the ceremony. “And it’s the diversity
of those people and their ideas
that inspire the innovation that
runs through everything we do
– from amazing technology to
industry-leading environmental efforts,” she said.
The Apple HBCU Scholars
Program is part of the new Apple and TMCF Diversity Initiative between Cupertino and
TMCF. As part of the partnership, Apple made a $40 million
commitment, the largest and
most comprehensive corporate
investment ever given exclusively for students and faculty
of four-year HBCUs.
“There are scholarships and
then there are scholarship programs,” said TMCF president
and CEO Johnny C. Taylor Jr.

“Apple has made an historic
investment in a scholarship
program that will transform the
lives of HBCU star students by
not only removing the financial
barriers to college attendance
but by providing additional
non-financial program elements such as Apple mentors
and summer internships. These
Apple HBCU Scholars will be
the future tech industry leaders.”
The scholarship includes up
to $25,000 for students’ senior
year, a summer internship in
Cupertino; participation in a
year-round program to prepare
for post-graduation careers, as
well as the opportunity to serve
as ambassadors on their campuses to build awareness about
the Apple and TMCF Diversity
Initiative. In addition, the scholarship includes an invitation to
attend TMCF’s Annual Leadership Institute and participation
in the Apple HBCU Immersion
Experience in Cupertino.
According to TMCF, HBCUs
award 22 percent of the bachelor’s degrees earned by African
Americans, and HBCU graduates account for 40 percent of
the nation’s African-American
engineers, making the institutions a smart place for Apple to
look for talent.
Meanwhile, Meghani said he
owes a great deal of gratitude
to JSU.
“I have grown to understand
the challenges that we face as
locals and global citizens, and I
couldn’t be more excited to fly
high the flag of this wonderful
institution.”

Delta conference
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Two students from Alcorn
State University’s School of
Business represented the university well with outstanding
presentations at a recent conference.
Cassanda Anderson, a graduate student and Indianola, Miss.
native, and Maurice Harris, a senior and Forest, Miss. native, did
presentations on Delta Mu Delta
at the 2015 Biennial Conference
Nov. 6-8 in Kansas City, Mo.
Delta Mu Delta is a business
honor society that recognizes
and encourages academic excellence of students at qualifying colleges and universities to
create a community that fosters
the well being of its individual
members and the business community through lifetime membership.
Anderson, who is also president of Alcorn’s Zeta Xi Chapter of the Delta Mu Delta International Honor Society, enjoyed

participating in the conference.
“Attending the conference
was a wonderful experience,”
said Anderson. “No matter what
level you are on, there are opportunities to succeed. What
matters is how you approach the
opportunities that are presented
to you.”
Harris, who is the treasurer
and secretary of the chapter, said
that the conference taught him
the power of effective communication.
“Communication is the key to
successful relationships, whether they are personal or professional,” said Harris.
Beverly Adams, director of
Student Services, is proud of
how the students conducted
themselves at the conference.
“These two determined individuals made a remarkable
pair,” said Adams. “They were
called, they answered, and they
represented Alcorn with grace
and professionalism.”

Pictured are Maurice Harris and Cassanda Anderson.
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LEGAL
AMENDED ORDINANCE APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE TEXT OF
THE OFFICIAL ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JACKSON AS
ADOPTED ON MAY 29, 1974 AND SUBEQUENTLY AMENDED IN ORDER
TO PROVIDE FOR AND ESTABLISH MORE EFFECTIVE ZONING
REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF JACKSON LAND USES.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF JACKSON, MS:
That Article II, Section 202 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, Mississippi,
is hereby amended to read as follows:
202. 14 (d) Automobile Sales: A franchised retail automobile dealership that
is primarily housed in a structure and characterized by the principle use of
the site being the marketing and display of new and/or used automobiles,
whether by sale, rental, trade in or lease. A supporting use may include an
on-site facility for the repair of automobiles previously sold, rented or leased
by the dealership. No abandoned vehicles shall be stored on the premises.
202. 14 (e) Automobile Sales “Used”: A retail business which sells operable,
used automobiles that meet the requirements of the State of MS (MS Title
27-19) upon display in the open for sale or trade. Secondary supporting uses
may include the service of automobiles previously sold or traded as defined
under “Garage Mechanical”.” No “Junkyard” activities may occur on-site and
no abandoned vehicles shall be stored on the premises. This use does not
include those persons who are licensed by the State of MS as a wholesale
motor vehicle dealer.
202.171 (a) Tobacco Paraphernalia means all equipment and materials designed for the smoking, preparation, storing or consumption of tobacco product. This includes but is not limited to hookahs, water pipes, pipes, cigarette
rolling machines, and holders of smoking materials of all types.
202.171 (b) Tobacco Product means any product made or derived from tobacco that is intended for human consumption, including any component part,
or accessory of a tobacco product. This includes any substance containing
tobacco leaf, including but not limited to cigarettes, cigarette tobacco, rollyour-own tobacco, smokeless tobacco, cigars, pipe tobacco, hookah tobacco,
snuff, chewing tobacco, dipping tobacco, bidis, nicotine gels and nicotine dissolvable or any other preparation of tobacco; and any product or formulation
of matter containing biologically active amounts of nicotine that is manufactured, sold, offered for sale, or otherwise distributed with the expectation that
the product or matter will be introduced into the human body, but does not include any cessation product specifically approved by the United States Food
and Drug Administration for use in treating nicotine or tobacco dependence.
202.171 (c) Tobacco Paraphernalia Retail Business means any business location where tobacco paraphernalia are sold, without regard to the quantity of
tobacco paraphernalia involved.
202.171(d) Tower (See Also Antenna): A structure that is intended for transmitting or receiving television, radio, microwave, or telephone communications.
202.179(a) Wholesale Dealer: A wholesale dealer shall mean any business
engaged in the selling or exchanging of used motor vehicles strictly on a
wholesale basis with no inventory being maintained which is granted a wholesale license at the discretion of the Commissioner of Revenue of the Department of Revenue. (Same as wholesale motor vehicle dealer or “wholesale
dealer” as defined and regulated in Miss. Code Ann. § 27-19-303-C (l) (2015.)
202.179(b) Wholesale Outlet Store: A building used or intended to be used
for the bulk storage and sale of quantities of non-hazardous goods, commodities, wares, merchandise, or materials for resale or business use where the
general public has no access. Associated activities such as re-packaging,
assembling of components and similar activities are also permitted as part of
the wholesale outlet use, provided that such activities are clearly accessory
to the principal use. This definition is not applicable to those uses where the
general public has access, either freely, by membership or by some other
form of control. Such uses shall be considered a retail store within the meaning of this Ordinance.
That Article VII, Section 702.02.1 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, Mississippi for Uses Permitted in the C-1 (Restricted) Commercial District as Use
Permits is hereby amended to read as follows:
1. Any type of professional occupation as defined in this Ordinance and
any other office type activity in which there is kept no stock in trade or
merchandise for sale and which offers only a service to the general public.
2. Hospitals, research institutes, convalescent homes, and assisted living
facilities on sites of not less than three (3) acres.
3. Auxiliary and related retail uses located entirely within buildings where
the predominant use is office, hospital, research institute and/or
convalescent home.
4. Personal care facilities and group homes for the handicapped which
exceed thirteen (13) residents on sites of not less than three (3) acres.
5. Wholesale Dealer
(C-1A) Restricted Commercial District
That Article VII, Section 702.03.2 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, Mississippi for Uses Permitted in the C-1A (Restricted) Commercial District as Use
Permits is hereby amended to read as follows:
1. Commercial banks, saving institutions, and credit unions.
2. Adult and child care centers/Commercial.
3. Restaurants, Neighborhood
4. Wholesale Dealer
That Article VII Section 702.04.1–(A) of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson,
Mississippi for Uses Permitted in the C-2 (Limited) Commercial District as
Use Permits is hereby amended to read as follows:
702.04.1(a) Uses Which May be Permitted as Use Permits: The following Use
Permits are permitted provided they are established in accordance with the
procedures and provisions of this Ordinance:
1. Any and all Use Permits provided in the C-1 and C-1A Restricted
Commercial Districts.
2. Restaurant, Fast-Food.
A. When the restaurant adjoins residentially zoned property, all exterior
lighting shall be directed away from adjacent residential properties;
B. The location for the point of taking food orders shall be buffered from
and so located so as to minimize the intrusion upon adjacent properties.
3. Veterinarian clinic when no storage pens or runs are located outdoors.
4. Automotive service and repair establishments, but excluding major
repair work such as motor overhaul, body and fender repairs, spray
painting, tire retreading, or other activities which may generate
excessive noise or odors which may be incompatible with the character
of the district when:
A. Conducted within a completely enclosed building;
B. There is no outdoor storage of automobiles, discarded parts, tires or
similar materials.
5. Re-cycling collection point when:
A. The collection point occupies no more than five hundred (500) square
feet;
B. Has no processing equipment;
C. Recycling containers are made of durable material and are covered
and secured from unauthorized entry;
D. Located two-hundred fifty (250) feet from any residentially zoned
property.
6. Nightclubs and bars.
7. Service stations.
8. Car wash.
9. Restaurant, General.
10. Liquor Stores, where part of a neighborhood shopping center.

11. Community Recreational Center, where part of a neighborhood shopping
center
12. Tobacco Paraphernalia Retail Business
That Article VII, Section 702.04.02 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, MS
for regulations in the C-2 (Limited) Commercial District is hereby amended to
read as follows:
702.04.2 Regulations:
1. Minimum lot area - not regulated.
2. Minimum lot width - not regulated.
3. Minimum front yard depth - twenty-five (25) feet from street right-of-way
line.
4. Minimum side yard width - None, except where it adjoins residentially
zoned property; the side yard requirement shall be increased to twenty-five
(25) feet, provided further, that the side yard shall be increased by one (1) foot
for each five (5) feet of building height over forty-five (45) feet. On a corner lot,
the minimum side yard depth on the street side shall be twenty-five (25) feet.
5. Minimum rear yard depth - fifteen (15) feet except where it adjoins residentially zoned property, the rear yard requirement shall be increased to twentyfive (25) feet; provided further, that the rear yard shall be increased by one (1)
foot for each five (5) feet of building height over forty-five (45) feet.
6. Maximum height - seventy-five (75) feet.
7. Maximum lot coverage - not regulated.
8. No exterior storage shall be permitted.
9. The leading edge of canopies shall be a minimum of five (5) feet from any
street right-of-way line.
10. Petroleum dispensing facilities shall be a minimum of twenty (20)
feet from any street right-of-way line.
11. Use Permits for liquor stores are issued to the owner of the liquor
store rather than to the owner of the land; do not run with the land but
will allow the store to remain at a specific location until such time as
the ownership of the liquor store changes. Subsequent owners of a
liquor store at this location must apply for and receive a new Use Permit.
12. No pawnshop, secondhand store or tobacco paraphernalia retail
business shall be constructed or altered to permit business to be
transacted via a drive-through or a walk-up window.
13. Use Permits for a tobacco paraphernalia retail business shall be issued
to the owner of the store. The Use Permit will not run with the land and the
subsequent owners of a tobacco paraphernalia retail business at this
location must apply for and receive a new Use Permit. The Use Permit
shall be renewed annually. Tobacco paraphernalia that is kept,
displayed, sold, or delivered, must be stored or kept in a designated
part of the business premises that is not open to view or have
immediate access from the general public.
(C-3) General Commercial District
That Article VII Section 702.05.1 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson,
Mississippi for Uses Permitted in the C-3 (General) Commercial District is
hereby amended to read as follows:
702.05.01 Uses Permitted:

one (1) foot for each five (5) feet of building height over forty-five (45)
feet. On corner lots, the minimum side yard depth on the street side
shall be fifteen (15) feet.
5. Minimum rear yard depth - none, except where it adjoins residentially
zoned property, the rear yard requirement shall be increased to twenty-five
(25) feet; and provided further, that the rear yard shall be increased by one (1)
foot for each five (5) feet of building height over forty-five (45) feet.
6. Maximum height - one hundred-fifty (150) feet.
7. Maximum lot coverage - not regulated.
8. Exterior storage - Exterior storage by a retail establishment is permitted
only for items which by their nature are typically used outdoors in an
unprotected environment. To protect the integrity of adjacent properties, the
Zoning Administrator may require that exterior storage areas be completely
screened from the street and from adjacent properties by a six (6) foot high
wood or masonry fence or by natural plants or trees of equal minimum
height so planted as to provide maximum opacity.
9. No bingo parlor, pawnshop, title pledge office, or secondhand store
shall be located within two hundred fifty (250) feet of any other such
use, or located within five hundred (500) feet of any residentially
zoned property, church, school, park, playground or public library.
10. No pawnshop, secondhand store or tobacco paraphernalia retail
business shall be constructed or altered to permit business to be
transacted via a drive-through or a walk-up window.
11. The leading edge of canopies shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet from any
street right-of-way line.
12. Petroleum dispensing facilities shall be a minimum of twenty (20) feet
from any street right-of-way line.
13. Multi-family uses shall be governed by the minimum requirements for the
multifamily units as found in R-4 Multifamily Districts as stated in 501(9).
14. Use Permits for liquor stores are issued to the owner of the liquor store
rather than to the owner of the land; do not run with the land but will allow
the store to remain at a specific location until such time as the ownership
of the liquor store changes. Subsequent owners of a liquor store at this
location must apply for and receive a new Use Permit.
15. Use Permits for a Convenience Type Grocery Store with Fast Food shall
be issued to either to the lessee of the fast food portion of the store or
to the owner of the store. The Use Permit will not run with the land and the
subsequent owners of a convenience type fast food store at this
location must apply for and receive a new Use Permit. The Use Permit
shall be renewed annually with supporting documentation from the MS
State Department of Health indicating the status of the food service.
The Use Permit will be cancelled upon the cancellation of the food
permit from the MS State Department of Health. All outdoor food
preparation shall be conducted at the rear of the building. All outdoor
cooking apparatuses must be located at the rear of the building and in
completely enclosed structures when not in use.
16. No person shall control, operate, conduct or manage any tattoo parlor o
body piercing business, without first obtaining approval from the MS
State Department of Health in accordance with the regulations
governing the registration of individuals performing body piercings and
tattooing. Evidence of such approval shall be provided to and kept on
file by the City of Jackson Zoning Division.

1. All uses permitted in the C-2 Limited Commercial District
2. Apartments, when located in renovated, non-residential structures, which
exceed 5,000 square feet, in accordance with 701 (9.) of the Zoning
Ordinance.
3. Automotive service and repair establishments
4. Automotive and Truck Rental Business
5. Automobile Sales
6. Bowling Centers
7. Car Wash
8. Community Recreational Center
9. Health Club/Fitness Center
10. Hotels, Inns and Motels
11. Ice and roller skating Rinks
12. Mini-warehouses
13. Brewpubs
14. Nightclubs and Bars
15. Nurseries/Yard and Garden Centers
16. Parking Garages
17. Produce Stand
18. Restaurants, drive-in and fast food
19. Restaurants, General
20. Retail Stand
21. Second Hand Stores
22. Service Stations
23. Transient Vendors, when located completely indoors, as in shopping
centers, hotels, or motels. Outdoor display of merchandise is prohibited.
24. Veterinarian Clinics and Kennels
25. Wholesale Outlet Stores

17. Use Permits for a tobacco paraphernalia retail business shall be
issued to the owner of the store. The Use Permit will not run with the
land and the subsequent owners of a tobacco paraphernalia retail
business at this location must apply for and receive a new Use
Permit. The Use Permit shall be renewed annually. Tobacco
paraphernalia that is kept, displayed, sold, or delivered, must be stored
or kept in a designated part of the business premises that is not open
to view or have immediate access from the general public.

That Article VII Section 702.05.1–(A) of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson,
Mississippi for Uses Permitted in the C-3 (General) Commercial District as
Use Permits is hereby amended to read as follows:

That Article VII-A Section 706.13.5-B of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, MS
for regulations in the Corridor 80 (C80) District for general design guidelines
are hereby amended to read as follows:

702.05.1(a) Uses Which May be Permitted as Use Permits: The following Use
Permits are permitted provided they are established in accordance with the
procedures and provisions of this Ordinance:
1. Any and all Use Permits provided in the C-2 (Limited) Commercial District
2. Apartments (new construction)
3. Amusement Arcades
4. Amusement Parks
5. Amusement Rides
6. Automobile and truck wrecker and recovery businesses, when all vehicles
are stored in a completely enclosed building
7. Bail Bonding Business
8. Billboards
9. Bingo Parlors
10. Body Piercing Business
11. Boarding Houses
12. Check Cashing Business
13. Commercial Communication Towers
14. Convenience Type Grocery Store with Fast Food
15. Emergency Shelter/Mission
16. Golf Driving Ranges and Pitch-n-putt
17. Gun Shops
18. Liquor Stores
19. Mobile/Manufactured Home Sales
20. Pawn Shops
21. Recycling Center
22. Recycling Collection Points
23. Single-room occupancy hotels (SRO)
24. Tattoo Parlor
25. Title Pledge Office - Any such uses lawfully operating prior to March 11,
1998, shall be treated as non-conforming uses under this Ordinance, and
shall be subject to the requirements of Article XIII
26. Tobacco Paraphernalia Retail Business
27. Automobile Sales “Used”
A. The minimum lot size is twenty-two thousand (22,000) square feet
B. All service doors, buildings, structures, inoperable vehicles, outdoor
storage and automobile repair uses shall be screened by a solid wall or
opaque fence with a minimum height of six feet and no more than ten
feet, in addition to any required landscape buffer yard.
C. Inoperable vehicles, outdoor storage and automobile repair activities
shall be located to the rear or side yard and shall not be visible from any
public right-of-way.

1. Attached signs shall be located above the building entrance,
storefront opening, or at other locations that are compatible with the
architectural features of the building.
2. All lots abutting designated arterial or collector streets shall use
monument or ground signs, except that commercial uses within 660
feet of Interstates 20 and 220 rights-of-way. There shall be one pole sign
per premises. These pole signs where permitted shall have a
maximum height of 50 feet.
3. A landscaped base area shall be provided for monument or ground
signs appropriate to the mass and height of the sign. All areas within
5 feet of the base of any sign shall be landscaped. The landscaped
area may include trees, shrubs, flowering perennials, ornamental tall
grass, fountains, water features, decorative stonework, planters,
sculpture, decorative paving, turf grass, loose stone, and mulch.

That Article VII, Section 702.05.02 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, MS
for regulations in the C-3 (General) Commercial District is hereby amended
to read as follows:
702.05.02 Regulations:
1. Minimum lot area - none.
2. Minimum lot width - none.
3. Minimum front yard depth - fifteen (15) feet from street right-of-way line.
4. Minimum side yard width - none, except where it adjoins residentially zoned
property, the side yard requirement shall be increased to twenty-five
(25) feet; and provided further, that the side yard shall be increased by

18. Use Permits for automobile sales “used”are issued to the owner of
the used car business rather than to the owner of the land. The Use
Permit will not run with the land and the subsequent owners of a
Automobile Sales “Used”business at this location must apply for and
receive a new Use Permit. The Use Permit shall be renewed annually
with supporting documentation from the MS State Tax Commission.
The Use Permit will be cancelled upon the cancellation of any of the
requirements from the MS State Tax Commission.

That Article VII-A Section 706.02-A of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, MS
for uses permitted as Use Permits in the Urban Town Center Mixed Use District is hereby amended to read as follows:
1. Commercial Day Care Centers
2. Drive-through windows for banks, dry cleaners, drug stores and
coffee shops
3. Liquor Stores
4. Parking Garages, subject to restrictions in 706.04-A
5. Accessory Parking Lots, subject to restrictions in 706.04-A

That Article VII-A Section 706.14.4-B of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, MS
for regulations in the Corridor 80 (C80) District for general design guidelines
for industrial uses is hereby amended to read as follows:

Attached signs shall be integrated into the design of the building elevation.
All new industrial development lots abutting the designated highways shall
use monument or ground signs, except that industrial development directly
adjacent to or within 660 feet of Interstates 20 or 220 rights-of-way shall be
permitted one pole sign per premises. These pole signs where permitted shall
have a maximum height of 50 feet. Lots not abutting the designated highway
are allowed pole signs as regulated by the City of Jackson’s Sign Ordinance.
That Article VIII, Section 802.02.1 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson, Mississippi for uses permitted in the Light Industrial District is hereby amended
to read as follows:
1. Light manufacturing industries
2. Uses as permitted in Commercial “C” Districts, including trade and
driving schools but excluding public, private, and parochial, elementary,
and secondary schools, hospitals, convalescent homes and all
residential uses and retail stands which are listed separately in the
relevant commercial zoning districts.
3. Truck terminals, warehouses, and storage buildings
4. Wholesale and supply houses, including building material suppliers
requiring outdoor storage
5. Bulk storage and wholesale dispensing of products and materials with
the exception of those products and materials that by their nature are
considered explosive or otherwise hazardous to other industrial uses
as determined by the Zoning Administrator
6. Recycling centers
7. Correctional facilities
8. Adult arcades, adult bookstores, adult cabarets, adult entertainment
establishments, adult motels, and adult motion picture theaters
9. Amusement parks
10. Bingo parlors
11. Body Piercing Business
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12)
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

AMENDED ORDINANCE APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE TEXT OF
THE OFFICIAL ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JACKSON AS
ADOPTED ON MAY 29, 1974 AND SUBEQUENTLY AMENDED IN ORDER
TO PROVIDE FOR AND ESTABLISH MORE EFFECTIVE ZONING
REGULATIONS FOR THE CITY OF JACKSON LAND USES.

THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
NOTICE OF INTENT TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS
FOR THE SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11)
12. Emergency shelter/mission
13. Golf driving ranges and pitch-n-putt
14. Liquor Stores
15. Pawn shops
16. Retail Stand
17. Single-room occupancy hotels (SRO)
18. Title Pledge Office - Any such uses lawfully operating prior to March
11, 1998, shall be treated as non-conforming uses under this
Ordinance, and shall be subject to the requirements of Article XIII-A of
this Ordinance, entitled “Non-conforming Use of Lands and/or
Structures.”
19. Tobacco Paraphernalia Retail Business
20. Automobile Sales “Used”
21. Used tire sales
22. Billboard
23. Bail Bonding business
24. Mobile/Manufactured Home Sales
25. Tattoo Parlors
26. Transient Vendors – Sales from vehicles will be allowed only in the
absence of a permanent building. Outdoor display of goods is permitted.
That Article VIII, Section 802.02.2 of the Zoning Ordinance of Jackson,
Mississippi for regulations in the Light Industrial District is hereby amended
to read as follows:
802.01.2 Regulations:
1. Regulations shall be the same as in the C-3 General Commercial District.
2. No person shall control, operate, conduct or manage any tattoo parlor
or body piercing business, without first obtaining approval from the
MS State Department of Health in accordance with the regulations
governing the registration of individuals performing body piercings and
tattooing. Evidence of such approval shall be provided to and kept on file
by the City of Jackson Zoning Division.
3. No correctional facility, adult arcade, adult bookstore, adult cabaret,
adult entertainment establishment, adult motel, or adult motion picture
theater, animal shelter, or microbrewery as defined in this Ordinance,
shall be located within two hundred fifty (250) feet of any other such use,
or located within one thousand (1,000) feet of any residentially zoned
property, church, school, park, playground, or public library. No
separation is required for adult entertainment establishments under a
common roof with single proprietorship and a single entrance.
4. No bingo parlor, pawnshop, or secondhand store shall be located
within two hundred fifty (250) feet of any other such use, or located
within five hundred (500) feet of any residentially zoned property,
church, school, park, playground, or public library.
5. No pawnshop or, secondhand store or tobacco paraphernalia retail
business shall be constructed or altered to permit business to be
transacted via a drive-through or a walk-up window.
6. Outdoor storage shall be at the sides or rear of the site, and shall be
totally encircled or screened by a fence, planting, or other suitable
visual barrier.
7. Commercial Communication Towers: See 1104-A
______________
Thereafter, President Priester called for a vote on Text Amendments as
amended:

JMAA will receive Bids at the offices of JMAA, Suite 300, Main Terminal
Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, until 3:00 p.m. central time on
January 8, 2016 (the “Deadline”). The outside of the envelope must be
marked “Bid for the Purchase of JMAA Personal Property”.
A site visit is scheduled for December 29, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. central time
at the address indicated above. Any parties interested in viewing the Items
for sale are welcome to attend. No additional times will be allotted to view
the Items for sale. All sales are final and “as is”. Each Respondent must
submit a separate amount and description for each Item they are bidding
on.
All communication and computer equipment will be sold in one (1) lot
(“Lot”) and consists mainly of scrap parts. This Lot will not be split for any
reason. The Lot will consist of thirteen (13) Apple iPhones, one (1) Apple
Cinema Display, one (1) Adaptive Display System, one (1) Ultrak Monitor,
four (4) Apple Mac computers, twelve (12) Dell Optiplex computers, two (2)
Dell monitors, one (1) HP Deskjet 1220C, one (1) HP Deskjet 5550, one
(1) HP Deskjet 960C, and one (1) OKI Microline 590. The computers do
not include monitors, keyboards, etc. and may be missing hard drives and/
or memory as well as other parts.
In addition to the Lot, there are three (3) motor vehicles available for purchase individually. They include one (1) 1998 John Deer 4x2 Gator ATV,
one (1) 1999 Ford F150 Pickup Truck, and one (1) 2002 Ford Ranger
Pickup Truck.
JMAA will not consider any Bids received after the Deadline for any reason
whatsoever. Any questions regarding the sale of these Items are to be
directed to Ms. Karen Hatten, JMAA’s Procurement Specialist as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com
12/17/2015 12/24/2015 12/31/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/14/2016 , for:
RE:

Yeas- Foote, Hendrix, Priester and Stamps.
Nays- None.
Absent- Barrett-Simon, Stokes and Tillman.
ATTEST:
Kristi Moore
City Clerk
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City,
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by
the City Council at its regular zoning meeting on the 16th day of November,
2015, and recorded in Minute Book “6I”, pages 154-160.
WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 30th day of November,
2015.
Kristi Moore
City Clerk

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (JMAA) requests Sealed Bids
(“Bids”) for the purchase of items identified for disposal by JMAA (“Items”).

GS# 211-060 Harrison Hall Renovation
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College - Perkinston Campus
at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract
documents may be obtained from:

Professional:
Address:
		
Phone:		
Email:

Eley Guild Hardy Architects, PA
1091 Tommy Munro Drive
Biloxi, Mississippi 39532
228-594-2323
spurvis@egh.ms

12/17/2015

The entire projects must be completed within eighteen (18) months. The contract
will be subjected to liquidated damages in the amount of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) per calendar day for each consecutive calendar day in
which the contract time is exceeded.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an equal business
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal
Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded
an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business
Opportunity Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at
(601) 960-1856. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy
of the Program are available at 200 South President Street, Warren Hood Building,
Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d - 4, that all bidders
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex, in
consideration for an award.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality
of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities
doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract
with the City of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to
assist the City of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for employment
opportunities.
Specifications and Bid forms are on file and open to public inspection on the 5th
floor (Infrastructure Management Division) of the Warren Hood Building located at
200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39205. One (1) copy of the Plans, Specifications, and Contract Documents may be procured from the Infrastructure Management Division, upon payment of $100.00 dollars, which will not be refunded. Please
contact Leroy Lee (Infrastructure Manager) at (601) 960-1168 for directions or any
additional information for procurement of plans and specifications. The Standard
Specifications adopted by the City Council may be procured from the Department
of Public Works, if desired upon payment of $5.00 dollars for each specification.
A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on January 7, 2016 at 3:00P.M. local time, in the
5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood Building, 200 South President Street,
Jackson, Mississippi. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested
parties are encouraged to attend.
Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi law and possess a certificate of responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Contractors establishing its
classification as to the value and type of construction on which it is authorized to
bid. Each bidder must deposit with its proposal, a bid bond or certified check in an
amount equal to five percent (5%) of the total bid for the work, payable to the City of
Jackson, as the bid security.
The successful bidder shall furnish a Performance Bond and Payment Bond each in
the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the contract amount awarded. Attorneys-in-fact who sign Bid Bonds or Payment Bonds and Performance Bonds must
file with each bond a certified and effective dated copy of their power of attorney.
Bids shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and deposited with the City of Jackson’s
City Clerk prior to the hour and date designated above. Each bidder shall write its
certificate of responsibility number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing
its proposal.
Bidders will be responsible for including workers from the City of Jackson’s Jackson
500 program.

A deposit of $450.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Glenn R. Kornbrek AIA, Director

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi until 3:30 P.M., local
time, January 19, 2016 at Jackson City Hall, for the Asphalt and Concrete Installation and Repair Term Bid.

12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any
and all informalities.
Kishia L. Powell				
Director, Department of Public Works		

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel		
12/17/2015, 12/24/2015
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
NAMING THE BASKETBALL COURTS AT TOUGALOO COMMUNITY
CENTER IN HONOR OF JESSE PATE.

ADVERTISEMENT

WEST BANK INTERCEPTOR SEWER
REHABILITATION, PHASE 4
CITY PROJECT NO. 20505704/SRF PROJECT NO. C280886-04

CITY OF JACKSON
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

WHEREAS, it is befitting for the City of Jackson to recognize, honor and celebrate those individuals whose contributions have had a significant positive
impact in the community; and
WHEREAS, Section 110-1 and 110-2 of the Jackson Municipal code authorizes the City to change the name of City Owned facilities; and
WHEREAS, the City of Jackson has received requests from Tougaloo Community to name the basketball court at the Tougaloo Community Center the
“Jesse Pate Memorial Basketball Court”; and
WHEREAS, Jesse Pate broke numerous records in sports, led teams in scoring, helped capture state championships, and was named Clarion-Ledger’s
Mr. Basketball in 1993; and
WHEREAS, Jesse Pate was born March 23, 1974, in Jackson, MS and departed his life on May 29, 2015, Jesse Pate at the age of 41 years; and
WHEREAS, Jesse Pate had a love for basketball and his start to stardom was
at Tougaloo Park where he spent countless days and hours practicing with his
brothers and friends; and
WHEREAS, Jesse Pate attended Murrah High School where he gained
national recognition, Chipola Junior College and Arkansas University; and
WHEREAS, the Jackson City Council wishes to honor, commend and recognize the life of Jesse Pate for all of his notable accomplishments, his
remarkable basketball achievements and for his gifts of time and talent to the
City of Jackson, and the State of Mississippi;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
JACKSON, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Name Change. The basketball court at the Tougaloo Community
Center is hereby named the “Jesse Pate Memorial Basketball Court” and the
City shall post appropriate signage marking said basketball court.
Section 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall, upon passing, become
effective following the standard waiting period for all city ordinances.
Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Stamps
seconded.
Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Priester, Stamps and Stokes.
Nays- None.
Absent- Hendrix and Tillman.
ATTEST:
Kristi Moore
City Clerk
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City,
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by
the City Council at its regular meeting on the 3rd day of November, 2015, and
recorded in Minute Book “6I”, pages 122-123.
WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 30th day of November,
2015.
Kristi Moore
City Clerk
12/17/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Notice to Contractors/Sub-Contractors

Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area (”HFHMCA”), a Christian nonprofit affordable housing ministry, is seeking qualified construction general
contractors/sub-contractors and support services contractors in the following
areas to support its new home construction and housing rehabilitation work
in the City of Jackson and Hinds, Rankin and Madison Counties, Mississippi:
Residential general construction, drywall, electrical, HVAC, insulation, plumbing, roofing, tree removal, site prep, and foundation contractors. Demolition
services contractors, dumpster services, portable toilet services, site security
services, home security alarm, termite treatment and engineering services.

Qualifications: All contractors and subs must provide current evidence of
general liability and workers’ compensation insurance. Licenses and bonds
must also be submitted where required.

HFHMCA is an equal opportunity employer (M/F) (EOE). Proposals are solicited from small, women and minority owned businesses and Section 3 Employers. HFHMCA is a licensed contractor and is licensed by the Mississippi
Department of Banking and Consumer Finance, NMLS Number 283632.

For information contact:
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area
615 Stonewall St
Jackson, MS 39213
(601) 353-6060

HANGING MOSS ROAD
City Project No. 15B4501.201
The City Clerk of the City of Jackson will receive bids for the replacement of
bridge located on Hanging Moss Road City Project No. 15B4501.201, no later
than 3:30 P.M., Local Prevailing Time, Tuesday, January 5, 2015 in the City
Clerk’s Office located at 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All
bids so received will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The work shall consist essentially of the following items:
1) Removal/Replacement of the Hanging Moss Road Bridge in its
entirety.
The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit
the responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment and materials required by the specifications and the drawings
referred to therein. Contract time shall be 60 consecutive calendar days from
the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will
be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $500.00
plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the Owner. These
actual costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other
construction related costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete
the work on schedule.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As
a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure
to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or
offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the
office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1856. Copies of the ordinance,
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South
President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

ATTENTION: SERIOUS INFECTION AFTER
HIP OR KNEE REPLACEMENT SURGERY
Did you or a loved one develop a serious infection after
hip or knee replacement surgery?
Warming blankets used during surgery to help regulate
body temperature may be linked to deep joint infections
which can be debilitating and lead to revision surgeries
and even amputation. If you or a loved one developed a
serious infection after a hip or knee replacement surgery,
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION.

Call Attorney THOMAS W. BROCK
McComb, MS 800-935-6894

Free Consultation and No Legal Fees Unless You Make Recovery.

Free Background Information Available Upon Request.

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi
at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17,
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, January 12, 2016, for supplying all labor and materials (as specified) necessary for construction of WEST
BANK INTERCEPTOR SEWER REHABILITATION, PHASE 4, CITY PROJECT
NO. 20505704, EUBANKS CREEK TO LAKELAND DRIVE.

The Project consist of the following major components: 1) Cleaning a 54” RCP
interceptor and installing 6,850± LF of cured-in-place pipe or 48” fiberglass slip
liner pipe; 2) Sewer Bypass Pumping; and 3) Rebuild/Rehabilitate approximately
fourteen (14) existing manholes.

Contract time for this contract shall be 300 consecutive calendar days from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceeds. Liquidated damages will be assessed
for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion.
The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $1,000.00 plus any additional
actual costs above $1,000.00 incurred by the Owner. These actual costs include,
but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other construction related costs
resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the
provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance.
Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or
offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of
Economic Development at 601-960-1638. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 218 South President Street,
2nd Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex,
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs,
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons,
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering
City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment,
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment
opportunities.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Certificate of
Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors establishing his classification as to the value and type of construction on which he is
authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed in
an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for
CITY OF JACKOSN BRIDGE REPLACEMENT – HANGING MOSS ROAD,
CITY PROJECT NO.:15B4501.201”. Each bidder shall write his Certificate
of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing
his proposal. Bids and EBO Plans shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and
deposited with the City Clerk Office, City Hall – 219 South President Street,
Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No
bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for WEST BANK
INTERCEPTOR SEWER REHABILITATION, PHASE 4, CITY PROJECT NO.
20505704, SRF PROJECT NO. C280886-04.” Each bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing
his proposal.
Bids and EBO plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled separately),
sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the
hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90
days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

A pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, December 22, 2015 at 2:00. in
the Public Works Department 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood
Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating his qualifications to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list past projects of
similar size and nature, a list of references with name and telephone number, a list
of key personnel who will perform the work, and other information supporting the
bidder’s qualifications.

The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at the following
locations:
1.
City of Jackson - Public Works - Warren Hood Bldg. 4th Floor; Engineering Division Office, 200 South President St., Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
2.
CivilTech, Inc., 5420 Executive Place Jackson, Mississippi, 39206

Any contract or contracts awarded under this invitation for bids are expected to be
funded in whole or in part by anticipated funds from the Water Pollution Control Revolving Loan Fund (WPCRLF) loan program from the State of Mississippi. Neither
the State of Mississippi, the Commission on Environmental Quality, the Department of Environmental Quality nor any of their employees is or will be a party to
this invitation for bids or any resulting or related contracts. This procurement will
be subject to all applicable sections of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated.

All documents required for bidding purposes may be obtained from CivilTech,
Inc., located at 5420 Executive Place Jackson, MS 39206 (Mailing address:
P.O. Box 12852 Jackson, MS 39236-2852) upon payment of $100.00 for each
set, which will not be refunded.
Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a
Bidder’s Bond issued by a surety Company licensed to operate in the State of
Mississippi, in the amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to
the City of Jackson as bid surety. Bidders shall also submit a current financial
statement, if requested by the City. The successful bidder will be required to
furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in the amount of 100%
of the contract amount.
Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi Road and
Bridge Construction, 2004”, together with all amendments and/or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly approved and adopted, unless
otherwise noted in these specifications.
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive
any and all informalities

12/17/2015
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Kishia L. Powell			
Director, Department of Public Works

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

Thomas Brock
“Attn. Serious Infection”

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3023 – Roof Replacement at Hardy Middle School
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) January 22, 2016, at which time and place they will be
publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project
will be held at Hardy Middle School, 545 Ellis Avenue, Jackson, MS 39209,
on January 7, 2016, at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is
non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the
right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids
are opened. A $100.00 deposit shall be required on each set of plans and
specifications, to be refunded upon return of all documents in good condition,
returned within two weeks of bid opening.

PASS

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro Printing and Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS 39201, Phone: 601-3559543. For inquiries contact Durrell Design Group, 851 E. Northside Dr., Clinton, MS 39056, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email: contact@
durrelldesigngroup.com
12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

A Pre‑Bid Meeting is scheduled for December 21, 2015 at 2:00 P.M., local time in
the 1st floor Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Department of Public Works
at 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Attendance by all potential
contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is strongly encouraged.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis as
the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi General Laws of
2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended,
requires a non‑resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident
state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors.
Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of
the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they
are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident
bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to
its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile
has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not
considered for award.
Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an amount
equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security.
Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by the City of
Jackson. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and
Performance Bond each in the amount of 100% of the contract amount.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and Bidders
Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the Engineering Division, Department of Public Works, City of Jackson, Mississippi. Copies
of the Instructions for Bidders and Bidder’s Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract Drawings
and Contract Specifications may be procured at the office of the Engineer between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon
payment of $150.00, which will not be refunded. Checks are to be made payable
to the Engineer.
The Engineer is Southern Consultants, Inc. (A Woman’s Business Enterprise),
5740 County Cork Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206; (601) 957-0999, Fax No.
(601) 957-9332. For technical questions please contact James S. Stewart, P.E. at
Southern Consultants, Inc.

The Bid Schedule may also be examined online at http://mscpc.com/bid-opportunities/ under the Mississippi Bids tab.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women business
enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors and are
encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities,
equipment, material and/or supply needs.
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any
informalities or irregularities therein.
Kishia Powell, P. E.			
Director of Public Works		
Terry Williamson, Esq.
Consent Decree Manager

Gus McCoy
Chief Adminstrative Officer

12/10/2015, 12/17/2015
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals
from qualified companies for the off-site disposal of geotextile-stored biosolids, removed as part of the Storm Cell Rehabilitation Project (City Project No.
11B0500902), at the Savanna Street Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).
Proposals will be received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City
Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, until
3:30 P.M. local time, Tuesday, January 12, 2016, for supplying all labor and
materials (as specified) necessary for Biosolids Screening, Loading, Transportation and Disposal, City Project Number 15B0500901.
The scope of services is to remove approximately 305,000 WET TONS of
dewatered biosolids stored in geotextile tubes at the Savanna Street WWTP,
and dispose of the material off-site in an environmentally compliant manner.
Beneficial use of the majority of the biosolids is required. The details of the
work to be performed are described in more detail within the Request for
Proposals (RFP).
On-site preparation operations shall commence within 10 days and biosolids
disposal operations shall commence within 60 days from the effective date of
the Notice to Proceed.
Proposals (one original and five copies) shall be submitted using the forms
provided as part of the Request for Proposals (excluding Section 6.0 - Proposal Forms), sealed in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the
envelope: “Proposal for Biosolids Screening, Loading, Transportation, and
Disposal, City Project No. 15B0500901.”
The orginal completed and signed Proposal Forms (Section 6.0 except EBO
Plan) shall be submitted in a separate sealed envelope labelled “Original
Propsal Forms for CITY PROJECT NO. 15B0500901.”
One orginal and five copies of the completed and signed EBO Plan shall be
submitted in a separate sealed envelope labelled “Original EBO Plan for CITY
PROJECT NO. 15B0500901.”
The Proposal, Proposal Forms, and EBO Plan shall be deposited with the
City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. Each Proposer must describe in his proposal the company’s
qualifications to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list
past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references with name and
telephone number, a list of key personnel who will perform the work, and other
information supporting the qualifications as required by the project described
herein. The proposal shall include a technical approach in sufficient detail to
demonstrate the proposer’s knowledge of the project and the technical strategies for execution of the work. Additional proposal submittal requirements are
specified in Section 2.0 of the RFP.
Proposals will be assessed, rated, and the selection made based on the following criteria: 1) Total Project Cost; 2) Project Technical Approach 3) Qualifications and Experience of Proposer; 4) Compliance with EBO; and 5) Financial Status of Company.
A MANDATORY PreProposal Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 29, 2015 at 10:00 A.M., local time, in the Main Conference Room of the
Administration Building, Savanna Street Wastewater Treatment Plant, 3810
Interstate 55 South Frontage Road, Jackson MS, 39212. Attendance by
Proposers intending to submit on the project is mandatory. All potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. As part of the
Pre-Proposal meeting, an escorted tour of the biosolids storage area will be
conducted by the Project’s Engineering Team. The escorted tour will begin
at 2:00 P.M. and will be concluded no later than 4:00 P.M. During this site
visit, Contractors may collect samples of project’s solids, and conduct any
additional site reconnaissance as is reasonable. This escorted tour will be the
only site visit conducted as part of the RFP process. In order to participate in
the site visit, Proposer shall be required to submit an email stating intent to
attend to Matthew Horton, P.E. at hortonmr@cdmsmith.com. All Proposers
who intend to participate in the site visit will be required to wear the necessary
safety clothing including hardhats, safety glasses, and steel toed boots.
All proposals must include a Proposal Bond in the amount of 5% of the total
contract amount and a Consent of Surety, agreeing that, in the event of the
award of a Contract, a Performance Bond and a Payment Bond will be furnished as outlined in the Special Provisions Section.

The successful Proposer will be required to furnish Certificates of Insurance
showing coverage limits as outlined within the RFP. The selected Proposer
shall procure, maintain, and keep this coverage in force at all times during the
term of the Contract at the Proposer’s sole expense. Proposer shall submit
proof of ability to obtain such insurance in the proposal.
Copies of the Request for Proposals are on file and open to public inspection
in the office of the (1) Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public Works,
Jackson, Mississippi; and (2) City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.
An OFFICIAL version of the RFP, as part of the proposal package, may be
obtained electronically by contacting:
CDM Smith
Matthew Horton, PE
Tel: (601) 966-0359 or Email: hortonmr@cdmsmith.com
A non-refundable $50.00 payment, in the form of a check payable to CDM
Smith, is required for registering and obtaining the proposal package. Only
companies who purchase the RFP document and register with CDM Smith at
this address will be considered as valid proposers and will receive Addenda
(if issued). Failure to register and obtain an official proposal from CDM Smith
will result in disqualification.
Additional information and assistance regarding this contracting opportunity
may also be obtained through the MS Procurement Technical Assistance Program, of the Mississippi Contract Procurement Center, which can be found
at: www.mscpc.com.
The City has retained CDM Smith as the Engineer for the Biosolids Screening, Loading, Transportation and Disposal project. The CDM Smith office is
located at 210 East Capitol Street, Suite 1050, Jackson, MS, 39201. For technical questions, contact Matthew Horton, P.E., by phone at (601) 966-0359 or
by email at hortonmr@cdmsmith.com.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As
a pre-condition to selection, each Proposer shall submit a completed and
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan with the proposal submission,
in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive
Order shall disqualify a Proposer from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity
Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601960-1856. Copies of the City of Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of the program are available at the following location: 200
South President Street, Room 223, Jackson, Mississippi; or can be accessed
from the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity webpage.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4,
that all proposers will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds
of race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the
quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as
those who seek to contract with the City of Jackson on various projects and/
or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City of Jackson in achieving its
goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for employment opportunities
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to
waive any informalities or irregularities therein.
Kishia L. Powell			
Director of Public Works		

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer
12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson,
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, January 05, 2016, at
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:
37301-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods Dairy Products- Group IV
37888-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods – Fresh Produce- Group V(Fruits/Vegetables)
38601-010516----6 Month Supply of Foods- Frozen/Chilled- Group IA(Breads & Desserts)
38602-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods-- Frozen/Chilled- Group IB(Fruits/Vegetables)
38603-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods--- Frozen/Chilled- Group IC(Meats/Meat Products)
		
38701-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIA(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)
38702-010516—6 Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIB(Breads, Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)
38801-010516-- 6 Month Supply of Foods- Condiments- Group III
39331-010516-- 6 Month Supply of Foods—Baby Food
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record
in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full
and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the
City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall
submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan
Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions
set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO
Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second
Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid
submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting
the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The award could
be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for
all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is
known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to
the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements
to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.
Regina McClendon, Acting Supervisor
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1026
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At The Following Locations:
SPORTS MEDICINE
J A C K S O N
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BULLY’S RESTAURANT
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
3118 Livingston Road
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
CASH & CARRY
UPTON TIRE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Countyline Road and State Street
CITY HALL
MURPHY USA
219 S President St
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
2659 Livingston
PASS Road
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
2030 N Siwell Rd
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
4331 Highway 80W
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DOLLAR GENERAL
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DOLLAR GENERAL
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HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
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2325 Livingston Rd.
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7 out
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www.mspress.org
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257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Jackson Medical Mall
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ForGROCERY
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
further information about this lawsuit,
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
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2875 McDowell
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

Miss. Code Ann. § 89-12-59. For further
information about this lawsuit, visit http://
www.treasurylynnfitch.com.

3.556x4

48You
Web
are required to mail or hand de-

IN RE: MATURED, UNREDEEMED,
AND UNCLAIMED UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BONDS WITH PURCHASERS OR
OWNERS WITH LAST KNOWN
ADDRESSES IN THE STATE
OF MISSISSIPPI

liver a written response to the Complaint
filed against you in this action to the attention of S. Martin Millette, III, whose post
office address is Office of the Mississippi
Attorney General, P.O. Box 220, Jackson,
MS 39205, and whose street address is
550 High Street, Suite 1200, Jackson, MS
39201.

CAUSE NO. 15-597
SUMMONS

YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE
MAILED OR DELIVERED NOT LATER
THAN THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE 5TH
DAY OF DECEMBER, 2015, WHICH IS
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS SUMMONS. IF YOUR
RESPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED OR DELIVERED, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU
FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMPLAINT WHICH MAY INCLUDE A
DECLARATION THAT TITLE TO THE
ABOVE-DESCRIBED U.S. SAVINGS
BONDS HAVE PASSED TO THE STATE
OF MISSISSIPPI BY WAY OF ESCHEAT.

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: All owners of all United States savings bonds that have reached their maturity date, that have not been redeemed,
that have purchasers or owners with last
known addresses in the state of Mississippi according to the records of the U.S.
Treasury Department, and that were issued during the following timeframes:
a. 40-year Series E bonds issued
between May 1, 1941 and November 30,
1965;
b. 30-year Series E bonds issued between December 1, 1965 and August 31,
1977;
c. Series A, B, C, D, F, G, J and K
bonds (all of which were issued prior to
1958);
d. Series H bonds issued between
June 1, 1952 and August 31, 1977; and
e. Series HH bonds issued between
January 1, 1980 and August 31, 1987;
and to all other concerned persons.
You are notified that a Complaint pursuant to the Mississippi Disposition of Unclaimed Property Act (Miss. Code Ann. §§
89-21-1 et seq.) and identifying you as an
owner has been filed in the Circuit Court
of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi by the Office of the Mississippi State Treasurer seeking a declaration that title to the above-described U.S.
savings bonds has passed to the state of
Mississippi by way of escheat pursuant to

3.556x4

You must also file the original of your
Response with the Clerk of this Court
within a reasonable time afterward.
You are further notified that on January 11, 2016 at 9 A.M. a hearing will be
held, at which time the Court will determine whether the above-referenced savings bonds should escheat to the State of
Mississippi.
Issued under my hand and the seal

of said
Court, this 18th day of November,
48
Web
2015.
s/M. Green
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi
Mississippi

(Seal)
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Services-Medical
Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? Shoulder
Pain? Get a pain-relieving brace. Little or
no cost to you. Medicare patients call
Health Hotline Now! 1-800-507-6576.
LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of a button
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records of the U.S. Treasury Department, and that were issued during the
following timeframes:

Services-Medical

DECEMBER
D
ECEMBER 2015
2015

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI

MORE MONEY IN A NEW CAREER?
Get your CDL_A in 22 days with no out46”
of-pocket tuition cost! We pay you while
you train. New pay increase. Classes
starting every Monday. Refresher course
available. Must be 21 years of age. 855378-9335.
EOE.
w w w. k l l m d r i v i n g a c a d e m y. c o m

48”

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
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Brown chosen to become Simmons named
JSU’s new athletic director to 2015 All-Central

Mississippi Link Newswire

Wheeler Brown, who has
served as Jackson State’s interim director of Athletics since
the first of October, has been
named the university’s fulltime director of athletics.
“I am blessed and grateful
to be chosen for this position
at such a historic institution as
Jackson State University,” said
Brown. “I thank the search
committee, as well as Dr. (Carolyn W.) Meyers for this opportunity to lead the Division
of Athletics.”
Brown has more than two decades of athletics administration experience. Before coming to JSU, Brown served as
the associate director of athletics at Coppin State University,
2013-2015. He also served as
director of athletics at his alma
mater North Carolina A&T
State University, 2007-2010,
where under his leadership the
Lady Aggies basketball team
won the MEAC championship
in 2009, as well as made an appearance at the NCAA Tournament. The Lady Aggies also
posted wins over Wake Forest
and UNC-Charlotte during the
2010 WNIT Tournament.
Before Brown being named
interim director of athletics at
JSU, he served as the university’s associate athletic director
for compliance.
“Our search committee did
a tremendous job of selecting
the right person for this position,” JSU President Carolyn

Brown
W. Meyers said. “Wheeler
Brown embraces the tradition
of excellence at Jackson State,
shares our values and has the
ability to navigate the changing landscape of intercollegiate
athletics.”
Brown accepted his first collegiate athletics administration
position in 1996, when he was
named assistant athletics director and assistant men’s basketball coach at Wheeling Jesuit
University in West Virginia.
Two years later, he was promoted to men’s head basketball
coach.
In 2001, Brown was named
an associate athletics director
at Bowie State University. In

2002, he returned to the N.C.
A&T Athletics Department.
While at N.C. A&T, Brown
was one of 12 people, from an
applicant pool of more than
300, to be accepted into the
NCAA Fellows Program in
2008. The program, currently
called the NCAA Pathway
Program and sponsored by the
NCAA, pairs minorities and
women who aspire to become
athletic directors at Division
I programs with an executive
mentor who is a Division I athletic director.
In addition to completing
the NCAA Fellows program,
Brown also graduated from the
Leadership Institute for Ethnic

Minority Males in 2005. He
also has been a member of the
NCAA Athletic Certification
Committee, which oversees the
certification of every Division I
athletics program.
Brown began his professional
career as a teacher and coach at
C.L. Harper High School in Atlanta. After a four-year stay at
Harper, he returned to the Baltimore area in 1983 and worked
as a recreational therapist at a
group home for adolescents before accepting the men’s head
basketball coaching position at
Howard Community College in
Columbia, Md., in 1987. Over
a period of 11 seasons, he compiled a 191-110 record as a collegiate head coach.
Brown is the only one of his
three brothers to graduate from
high school. He credits his sister, Edna Parker, for inspiring
him to attend college. She was
the first in the family to earn
a college education when she
earned an undergraduate and
graduate degree from Coppin
State University.
Brown played for the Aggies football team, 1974-78,
and graduated from N.C. A&T
in 1979 with a degree in health
and physical education.
Brown, a native of Baltimore, was part of N.C. A&T’s
first MEAC football championship in 1975. He was an
all-conference performer at
offensive tackle for the Aggies
and was inducted into the N.C.
A&T Hall of Fame in 2003.

Region Team

Nykosi Simmons was key to Valley’s soccer team winning the SWAC
championship this year. PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY

Mississippi Link Newswire
ITTA BENA - The National
Soccer Coaches Association of
America has honored Nykosi
Simmons, naming her to the
2015 NCAA Division I Women’s All-Central Region Team.
Simmons who was named
third team All-Central Region,
exploded this season, leading
the Devilettes to the 2015 Southwestern Athletic Conference
regular season championship.
“This is fantastic for Nykosi.
She worked tirelessly throughout the summer and her teammates made sure she got the
services she required to bang in
the goals. This honor signifies
an amazing senior year for her. I

am very proud,” said head coach
Fabio Boateng.
Simmons earned SWAC Offensive Player of the Year, after
being nationally ranked by the
NCAA in many categories including goals per game (1.26),
points per game (2.74), total
points (52) and total goals (24).
Simmons’ play also improved
the overall national standing of
MVSU, bringing the Devilettes
to a first-place position in scoring offence (3.79), assists per
game (3.11), points per game
(10.68), total assists (59), total
points (203) and total goals (72).
She tops the Conference in six
categories after grabbing three
hat tricks.

67th Annual Bernard Blackwell
all-star classic set for Saturday
Mississippi Link Newswire
The 67th Bernard Blackwell
All Star Football Classic, sponsored by Russell Athletic and Rex
Team Sports will be held on Dec.
19, at Joseph Milner Stadium,
Lindy Callahan Field, in Gulfport
with kickoff scheduled for 11:30
a.m.
General admission tickets will
be available at the gate for $10 per
person with all seats general admission. The game is being played
for the seventh consecutive year
on the Gulf Coast and the fourthstraight year in Gulfport.
The game will not be televised,
however, an Internet broadcast of
the game will be available through
the Friday Night Under the Lights
website at fnutl.com Russ Robinson will provide the Internet playby-play of the game with Jake
Wimberly serving as color analyst.

The North will be coached
by Pat Byrd of Saltillo while the
South will be guided by Lance
Mancuso of Bassfield. Each squad
consists of 40 players and rosters
are included with this release.
The game features a NorthSouth format and the South leads
the series 32-26-4. The South defeated the North 48-14 on Dec.
20, 2014, at Joseph Milner Stadium, Lindy Callahan Field in
the 66th Annual Classic played in
Gulfport.
The Most Valuable Offensive
Player for the South was Gardner
Minshew of Brandon. Jordan Barrett of Laurel was selected as the
South’s Most Valuable Defensive
Player. The North’s Most Valuable Offensive Player was Bailey
Walker of Lake Cormorant while
the North’s Most Valuable Defensive Player was Derion Ford of

Starkville.
The Bill Stewart Award winner
for the North was Bailey Walker
of Lake Cormorant while the
South Bill Stewart Award winner was Jonnas Spivey of Bay
Springs.
The Bernard Blackwell All
Star Football Classic is formerly
known as the Mississippi High
School All Star Football Game
and was originated in 1950 by
Mississippi State coach Arthur
“Slick” Morton. The MAC assumed sponsorship of the game
from the Jackson Touchdown
Club in 1993. In 1994, the game
was renamed for coach Bernard
Blackwell, the late executive director of the MAC.
For more information, contact
the MAC at (601) 924-3020. The
MAC’s web site is located at www.
mscoaches.com

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Star Wars’ Boyega living the dream

By Ny MaGee
Eurweb.com

”The Force Awakens” Friday
when the “Star Wars” saga continues with Harrison Ford, Mark
Hamill, Carrie Fisher, Daisy Ridley, Lupita Nyong’o and John
Boyega – who chatted with the
Electronic Urban Report/EUR
during the global L.A. Press Conference on Dec. 6.
The hotly anticipated film is set
30 years after “Star Wars: Episode
VI – Return of the Jedi,” and finds
Han Solo (Harrison Ford) and his
allies facing a new threat from the
evil Kylo Ren (Adam Driver) and

his army of Stormtroopers.
Boyega, a British actor best
known for playing Moses in
his 2011 film debut “Attack the
Block,” was the subject of harsh
criticism from racist fans who
just can’t wrap their heads around
a young, handsome, black man
donning the sacred white battle
armor.
Boyega told us that he was not
surprised by the reaction, but added that “we need to fixate on the
real Star Wars fans, and not ruin
the face of the fandom.”
Ny Magee: What was the defining moment when you truly

felt the dynamic of your presence
in “The Force Awakens”?
John Boyega: I think it was
having the ability to be free with
Finn as a character within a scene.
It’s hard to get me on my mark
(and) to get me to focus because
Finn is just all over the place, and
that’s an element in Finn that JJ
definitely encouraged, even made
me go, ‘I feel like I’m in a Star
Wars movie!’ I feel like I have a
presence here.’ And that made
things significant.
NM: What can you tell us
about the film that will not only
satisfy hardcore fans, but also
leave newcomers in awe and
wanting more?
JB: I think it’s definitely a good
balance between reference to the
old, and enough new information
to make a continuous story. So I
feel like fans will be able to watch
The Force Awakens for the first
time but also be intrigued enough
to go back because there are some
really cool references that if you
have been a Star Wars fan before,
you’re gonna be like, ‘I heard
that. I got that.’
NM: With all the CGI and fantastical characters the film relies
on, what did you find most challenging about preparing for your
performance?
JB: The preparation itself.
Most of the preparation happened during auditions, forming
the character from scratch without much to go on, cause they
didn’t give us a full script, and the
sides gave the actors the ability to

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Gwendoline Christie, John Boyega, Kathleen Kennedy, Harrison Ford at “The Force Awakens” L.A. global
press conference. PHOTO COURTESY OF EURWEB.COM
show the tones and depths of the
characters, but were not specific
to the story for spoilery reasons.
So it was a challenge trying to
gauge what was right and what
didn’t quite work but JJ helped
me through that process.
NM: Your character has been
immortalized in a video game.
Did you ever imagine your career
merging with the gaming world?
JG: I promised myself I won’t
lie throughout my whole career,
yes I did! (laughs). I’ve always
wanted to say that. After Attack
the Block, and actively coming
to the states, you’re aware of
what types of opportunities, not
specifically Star Wars, but aware
that you have studio movies, and

classic films and dramas that I
wanted to be involved in. So in
the future, I did see myself going
on to do these epic movies, and
it’s always been a dream. To be
immortalized, not that I wanted
that, but that naturally comes with
a big picture. So that’s definitely
something I hoped for.
NM: Tell us about your wildest
fan reaction.
JB: I went to the Met gala, and
then went to an after party and
as I stood there, I turned around
and bumped into a young man.
He looked at me and was like,
‘Oh my gosh! The black storm
trooper!’ And it was Will. I. Am.
(laughs) We embraced, and he
was like ‘You’re really here!’

NM: When you watch films,
what angers you? Are there common themes that you find archaic
that must be nixed?
BJ: In terms of character, especially what we define as heroes, this element of perfection
is the thing that just makes me
go, No – we can’t relate to that.
We watch the news, or we hear
about someone who saves someone – they look normal, and they
are not ripped to the nines, and I
get the brand, but it’s also cool to
have someone that captures the
different physical attributes of the
entire planet. They could also be
heroes.
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens” hits theaters Friday.

Hint: Quote by Oprah Winfrey

© Feature Exchange

This Week’s Horoscopes
You could experience a burst of energy
this week and will be more vigorous, bold
and assertive.
1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

Things could be slow on the work front
this week but should start picking up
soon!
7/23-8/21
Leo

This week you should feel very ambitious
and capable of meeting all challenges
successfully.
2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

Many things are going to improve shortly
and you're going to have more friends
than you can handle or want.
8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

If your will is blocked, you might become
quite angry today. You are less willing
to accommodate others and meet people
half way.
3/21 - 4/20
Aries

4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

While you've got this spare time on your
hands this week get some of the more
mundane issues out of the way!
9/24 - 10/23
Libra

You could find yourself in the center of
the spotlight right now with all eyes
focused on you to see what you're going
to do next!

You may feel more distressed than usual
over financial matters or a personal
relationship. Hang in there!
10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

This week you may become somewhat
startled and need to step up to the plate
and display your self-confidence in a way
you may not be used to.
5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

This weekend you may be inclined to
avoid serious relationships or real
disagreements with other people.
11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

In a dramatic situation this week you will
need to have all your wits about you as
you may have a particularly high profile.
6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

Meeting challenging mental work and
concentration is much easier to do most
of this week.
12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn
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Laws to ease doctor shortage in limbo
By David A. Lieb
Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. –
A new Missouri law offered a
first-of-its-kind solution to the
physician shortage plaguing
thousands of U.S. communities: Medical school graduates
could start treating patients
immediately, without wading
through years of traditional
residency programs.
Following Missouri’s lead,
similar measures were enacted
in Arkansas and Kansas and
considered in Oklahoma. The
idea appeared to be a new model for delivering medical care
in regions with too few physicians to meet needs.
Yet more than 18 months after
that first law passed, Missouri
regulators are still trying to
make it work. And not a single
new doctor has gone into practice in any of the three states as
a result of the new laws.
“You’ve got the need for services on one hand, and you’ve
got a group of people that are
capable of providing those services. But we’re not making it
happen,” said Dr. Keith Frederick, an orthopedic surgeon and
Missouri House member who
is frustrated by the delays in
implementing the legislation he
sponsored.
There are more than 6,200
places nationwide with a shortage of primary care physicians,
ranging from urban neighborhoods to entire rural counties,
according to statistics from the
U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.
Universities
have
been
launching new medical programs and expanding student
enrollment in an attempt to

Here’s a look at the number of annual active applicants, those who
matched and those who remained unmatched through the National
Resident Matching Program. The percentage remaining unmatched has
risen faster over the past decade than the percentage placed in residency
programs.

In this photo made Thursday, Nov. 19, 2015, Dr. Keith Frederick poses for
a photo in his medical office in Rolla, Mo. AP PHOTO/JEFF ROBERSON
meet an even larger projected
doctor shortage caused by retirements and an increased
demand for physicians under
President Barack Obama’s
health insurance overhaul and
state Medicaid expansions. Total U.S. medical school enrollment approached 110,000 this
past year, up almost one-third
over a decade ago.
Residency programs, which
provide an additional three to
six years of post-graduate training needed for physicians to be
certified, have also grown but
have failed to keep up with demand.
When foreign medical school
graduates are added to the mix
of U.S. students, more than
8,600 applicants were denied
residency positions this year
through the nation’s main
matching service. That’s an increase of more than 50 percent
from 2005.
That bottleneck is due partly
to a 1997 federal law that limits the growth in federal Medi-

care funding for residency programs.
States have taken a number
of steps to get more medical
professionals in the field. Some
have allowed specially trained
nurses, physician assistants and
pharmacists to assume greater
roles. Others have kicked in
state money to expand residency positions.
The Missouri law creates a
license for an “assistant physician,” defined as someone who
graduated from medical school
within the past three years and
passed the first two rounds of
licensing exams within the
last two years, but who has
not completed a residency program.
The law allows them to provide primary care services in
“medically underserved” areas
as long as they are supervised
by another physician. They can
work as an “assistant physician” indefinitely, essentially
sidestepping the residency requirements.

Year
2005:
2006:
2007:
2008:
2009:
2010:
2011:
2012:
2013:
2014:
2015:

Applicants
25,348
26,715
27,944
28,737
29,888
30,543
30,589
31,355
34,355
34,270
34,905

Matched
19,760
20,072
20,514
20,940
21,340
21,749
22,385
22,924
25,264
25,687
26,252

Unmatched
5,588
6,643
7,430
7,797
8,548
8,794
8,204
8,431
9,091
8,583
8,653

Source: Associated Press

Once the program is operating, supporters expect it to
serve as a prototype that will
spread beyond the Midwest.
But Missouri’s new rules
may not take effect until fall
2016, and supporters of the
law are growing frustrated with
each passing month that it remains in limbo.
Sara Bubenik said she graduated two years ago from medical school at Oregon Health &
Science University with about
$350,000 in loans but had to
retake the licensing exams several times before passing and
has subsequently been unable
to get a residency position. Although the Missouri law could
offer her another route, the implementation delays mean she
could soon be disqualified by
the law’s time limits on testing
and graduation.
“It’s heartbreaking for me,
because I’m not going to be
able to be a physician,” Bubenik said in a telephone inter-

view from New York, where
she now is pursuing a master’s
degree in public health. “It’s
also really disappointing that I
owe so much money and will
never get to pay it back. I’m
bound for the cycle of poverty.”
The Missouri law was the
brainchild of Dr. Edmond Cabbabe, a plastic surgeon in St.
Louis who is active in state and
national medical associations.
But the measure is opposed
by some of the nation’s most
influential medical organizations, including the American
Medical Association, which
stands against any proposal that
allows doctors to gain special
licensing without completing a
residency program.
Instead, the AMA wants
more government funding to
increase the number of available residency positions, something that has proved difficult
to pass in Congress.
The Missouri law also is opposed by the Association of

American Medical Colleges
and the American Association
of Colleges of Osteopathic
Medicine. They say medical
school is not intended to prepare physicians to go directly
into practice but to lay a foundation for clinical residency
training.
Even some rural physicians,
who could potentially benefit
from the help, don’t like the
Missouri law.
Arkansas created a category
of a “graduate resident physician,” but it limits participation to people who graduated
no more than two years ago and
who either live in Arkansas or
attended a medical school there.
In Kansas, the new position
is described as a “physician in
training” but is even more limited, applying only to graduates of the University of Kansas School of Medicine. They
could stay in that role for no
more than two years.
Missouri’s more expansive
program has drawn interest
from numerous doctors across
the country, including many
who are not actually eligible
because they graduated too
long ago.
Among them is Dr. Ammar
Hashim, an Iraqi native who
says he graduated from medical
school in Baghdad in 2005 and
is now a U.S. citizen. Hashim
is the chief operations officer of
five Texas medical clinics but
has been unable to get licensed
as a U.S. physician.
If he could take advantage
of Missouri’s new law, Hashim
said, “I would put my clothes
and my kids’ clothes in their
bags, and we would go right
away.”
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piggly wiggly
December 17 - 25, 2015

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

WE WILL BE CLOSED
CHRISTMAS DAY AND WISH
YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
COOK'S

FRESH WHOLE

SHANK PORTION
SMOKED HAM
$ 29

1

USDA CHOICE EYE OF

1

3

2

PER LB.

FRESH FRYER

BOSTON BUTT
PORK ROAST

BONELESS
TENDERS

1

PER LB.

RUMP
ROAST
$ 99

PER LB.

FRESH

ROUND
ROAST

USDA CHOICE

BONELESS
PORK LOIN
$ 79

PER LB.

1

PER LB.

PER LB.

$ 89

$ 19

$ 99

COOK'S

COUNTRY PLEASIN SMOKED

USDA CHOICE BEEF

BUTT PORTION
SMOKED HAM

SAUSAGE

3

$ 99

1

PER LB.

$ 49

10

DOMINO
SUGAR

/5
5 LB. BAG

2 $

99

1

4 LB. BAG

$ 89

FRESH PRODUCE

WASHINGTON GROWN RED
DELICIOUS OR CRISP GRANNY SMITH

SWEET FLORIDA

/1

89
FRESH YELLOW

5 $
FRESH BROCCOLI

FRESH RUSSET

$ 49

$ 79

$ 29

2

PIGGLY WIGGLY

DOZEN ......................................
LAND O LAKES

1 LB. .......................................
PILLSBURY

CRESCENT OR
3$
CINNAMON
ROLLS
..................................

/5
KRAFT CHEESE 2/$5
SOUR CREAM $199
CREAM CHEESE $179
ORANGE JUICE $299
8 - 13 OZ.

SHREDDED / CHUNK

8 OZ. .......................................
DAISY

59 OZ. ......................................

POTATOES

1

/5
MEDIUM EGGS $199
REAL BUTTER $379
GALLON JUG

TROPICANA

CROWNS
POUND

RED
2$
DIAMOND
TEA
...............................

8 OZ. .......................................

ONIONS
3 LB. BAG

SAVE ON

KRAFT PHILADELPHIA

EACH

¢

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

16 OZ. ....................................

ORANGES

APPLES
POUND

99

PURE CANE

FLOUR & MEAL

¢

PER LB.

$

MARTHA WHITE

BAKING
HENS
PER LB.

BONELESS
RIBEYE STEAKS

14 OZ.

FRESH

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

2

8 LB. BAG

SELECT VARIETIES

FRESH FROZEN
2$
VEGETABLES
.......................................
2 LB.

EDWARDS

PECAN
PIE
......................................
32 OZ.

/4
$ 99
5

