
With a determined spirit, clear vision and a 
calling from God, south Jackson resident and 
non-profit worker Ronnie Crudup Jr. declared 
his intent Wednesday to run for what could be 
considered – outside of his norm – the top job 

in Jackson.
Crudup announced his quest for mayor the 

same day as businessman LeRoy Walker held 
a vision-casting session about Jackson’s future 
in Madison County. Crudup believes that we 
must ‘rebuild Jackson together.’ “There’s a lot 
of development happening in Northeast Jack-
son, Fondern and Belhaven...I believe that we 
must ensure that West and South Jackson en-

joy some of these same benefits,” Crudup said 
via phone. “We can do this together.’

Understanding that six people have de-
clared their intentions so far and the possibil-
ity of more to come, Crudup said his work 
separates him from the pack. “I bring hope 
and possibility to this city,” he said. “I’ve 
had businesses to move from West Jackson to 
South Jackson; I’ve got the connections and I 

want to share those connections, not just in 
South Jackson, but all over Jackson.”

For the last few years, Crudup has been 
quietly helping to transform South 
Jackson. “We have been buying 
and rehabbing houses, we’ve 

The Jim Hill High School 
Department of music present-
ed a Christmas Concert titled 
“Winter at the Hill It was held 
Sunday in the school’s audito-
rium at 5:00 p.m.

Morgan Bridgeman, a junior 
at Jim Hill, and a member of 
the concert choir said, “the 
concert went extremely well.

Bridgeman, who sings alto 
stated, “I love the diversity in 
songs which our choir director 
selected for the concert.” “Ev-
erything,” she said, “flowed 
well.” Bridgeman gave the 
invocation prior to sophomore 
Joshua Burns extending a wel-
come to guests. Both Bridge-
man and Burns were soloists. 
Bridgeman lead ‘Rocking 
Around the Christmas Tree’ 

and Burns lead ‘Jingle Bell 
Rock.’

Other soloists included 
sophomore Kayla Quinn lead-
ing ‘Ave Maria;’ senior, Mar-
quell Morrison leading ‘O 
Holy Night;’ Sophomore Jade 
Love, leading ‘When Christ-
mas Comes to Town’; senior, 

The Black un-
employment rate 
improved from 
8.6 percent in 
October to 8.1 
percent in No-

vember, according to the latest 
jobs report from the Labor De-
partment.

The white unemployment 
rate ticked down from 4.2 per-
cent in October to 4.1 percent 
in November, likely because 
white workers dropped out 
of the labor market. The la-
bor force participation rate for 
white workers, which is the 
share of workers either em-
ployed or looking for jobs, con-
tinued a three-month slide and 
was 62.7 percent in November.

Meanwhile, the labor force 
participation rate for black 
workers edged up slightly from 

61.8 percent in October to 61.9 
percent in November and the 
employment-population ratio, 
or the share of blacks that have 
jobs compared to the total pop-
ulation, also took steps in the 
right direction, increasing from 
56.5 percent in October to 56.9 
percent in November.

Black men over 20 years old 
showed the most gains among 
the adult worker groups in No-
vember, but they were also in 
the biggest hole. The unem-
ployment rate for black men 
improved from 8.7 percent in 
October to 7.7 percent in No-
vember. The share of black men 
who held jobs also increased 
from 61.7 percent to 62.3 per-
cent. The unemployment rate 
for black men was still higher 
than the jobless rate for white 
men, white women, and black 
women.

Last month, the jobless rate 

for white men fell below 4 per-
cent to 3.9 percent, but the la-
bor force participation rate also 
ticked down from 71.9 percent 
in October to 71.7 percent in 
November.

Employment prospects for 
black women over 20 years 
old showed small gains in No-
vember. The labor force par-
ticipation rate for black women 
increased from 62.3 percent to 
62.6 percent and the employ-
ment-population ratio also in-
creased from 57.9 percent to 
58.2 percent. The jobless rate 
for black women was 7.1 per-
cent in November, unchanged 
since October.

The unemployment rate for 
white women over 20 years 
old decreased from 3.8 percent 
in October to 3.7 percent in 

Gospel singer Joe Ligon died 
Sunday at the age of 80. He was the 
electric and vibrant frontman for 
the Grammy award-winning group 
Mighty Clouds of Joy, which helped 
bring gospel to the mainstream.

Ligon was born in Troy, Ala. in 
1936. He spent some time in De-
troit, then moved to L.A., where 
he joined the Mighty Clouds of Joy 
and proved himself in the band. 

In an interview with the Malaco 
Music Group, Ligon revealed that 
he wasn’t originally chosen as the 
group’s lead singer. One night, as 
the group was rehearsing, the lead 
vocalist was having trouble with 
part of a song.

“I showed him how to do the 
part,” Ligon says. “And the old 
man who’s really responsible for 
our career ... was listening. And he 
told me that night, ‘From now on, 
you’re gonna be the lead singer.’”

Gospel star Pastor Shirley Caesar 
says Ligon brought a remarkable 
energy to his performances. “He 
was the type of singer that would 
never sit down until he had torn the 
house up,” she says. “Just leave the 
house in a spiritual frenzy.

Caesar adds that no gospel sing-
ers – herself included – ever want-
ed to follow Ligon and his Mighty 
Clouds of Joy. “By the time Joe and 
the Clouds would’ve finished sing-
ing, there was really nothing left – 
the people were really ready to go 
home,” she says.

Alabama-based music journalist 

J. Matthew Cobb also noted Ligon’s 
singular performance style. “He al-
ways gave a fiery, Sunday-morning 
preacher-like delivery,” he says.

The Mighty Clouds of Joy’s big-
gest hit, “Mighty High,” came out 
in the ‘70s, and Cobb says the sin-
gle was emblematic of a transition 
gospel was going through at that 
time. It incorporated sounds from 
soul and pop music and appealed to 

younger and more secular audienc-
es. Not everyone was comfortable 
with the change.

“It allowed them to perform on 
Soul Train,” Cobb says. “They were 
being played in discos. And they got 
a lot of flack for doing that.” Flack 
aside, the song ended up charting 
on the Billboard Top 100.

Despite the criticism he got for 
his crossover success, Ligon cer-

tainly maintained a base of com-
mitted fans. Ceasar says that when 
Ligon walked into a room of gospel 
fans, he inspired a special sense of 
adoration.

“Everybody wanted to get close 
to him,” she says. “They wanted to 
touch him. He was just that anoint-
ed.”

See page 19 for a memorial in 
pictures.

After dropping 40 pounds from exercising, 
WJSU veteran broadcaster Gina Carter-Simmers 
revved up her car’s engine for a shopping spree 
for new clothes; however, a sudden call from her 
doctor suggesting she may have breast cancer 
brought her plans to a screeching halt.

On the other hand, it was a green light for the 
Jackson State University station general man-
ager – with an aggressive form of Stage 3 cancer 
– to become the architect of an upcoming photo 
exhibit. The showcase next year will depict the 
scars of current patients and survivors in the bat-
tle to beat cancer.

Carter-Simmers has triple-negative breast can-
cer, which is generally more responsive to che-
motherapy. This means the offending tumor is 
negative for estrogen, progesterone and human 
epidermal receptor 2 (HER2), which is a less in-
vasive growth protein. Her isolated cancer was 
anchored in her lymph nodes and right breast, 
forcing her to undergo chemotherapy, radiation 
and a mastectomy.

When she thought her life was over, one of 
her doctors, a surgeon, told her not to be discour-

www.mississippilink.com
Vol. 23, No. 8 50¢December 15 - 21, 2016

Cindy Melton named 
Mississippi College School 
of Education Dean

Book Review:
“Believing in Magic”

Share this issue with a friend
by mailing it to:

Page 7 Page 9 Page 18

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church hosts 
party at Mississippi 
State HospitalIn

sid
e

Remembering Gospel Star Joe Ligon

Unemployment
Continued on page 3

Cancer
Continued on page 3

Diagnosed with stage 
3 breast cancer,
JSU broadcaster 
reveals ‘beauty’ scars

Carter-Simmers before Carter-Simmers after

Joe Ligon of The Mighty Clouds of Joy performs in Nashville in 2013. “He was the type of singer that would never sit down 
until he had torn the house up,” says gospel singer Pastor Shirley Caesar. RICK DIAMOND/GETTY IMAGES FOR IEBA

‘He Was Just That Anointed’

Ronnie Crudup Jr. enters crowded 2017 mayoral race

Winter at the Hill Black unemployment rate falls 
to 8.1 percent in November

By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

By Andrew Limbong
NPR All Things Considered

ByJackie Hampton
Publisher

By Freddie Allen
NNPA Newswire Managing Editor

Let’s Rebuild Together

Jim Hill Concert Choir  PHOTO BY KELVIN HAYES

Crudup
Continued on page 3

The Mississippi Link Newswire

Jim Hill
Continued on page 3



LOCAL
2 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comDECEMBER 15 - 21, 2016

Nazareth Baptist Church’s Youth Day Summit, Dec 10

Pastor Edgar Lewis and Vivian Walker pose with youth from drug and violence conference

Dr. Carl Reddix served as one of the keynote speakers.  PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY Cherry Grove praise dancers

Conference organizers
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The Jackson Medical 
Mall Foundation (JMMF) 
seeks to foster a holistic 
approach to healthcare 
for the underserved 
and to promote 
community and economic 
development in the 
Jackson Medical Mall area.
A facility that can be called a 
“One-Stop Shop,” the Jackson 
Medical Mall Thad Cochran Center 
offers affordable and quality 
healthcare, specialized human 
and cultural services, restaurants, 
and exceptional artwork in 
order to sustain and promote a 
collective community identity.

601-982-8467 
350 W. Woodrow Wilson Dr.
Jackson, MS 39213

created youth programs 
with sports and the arts,” he 
shared. “We want to expand 
our work, not for personal 
gain or name building but 
rather for the greater good of 
Jackson.”

While never pondering a 
career in politics, Crudup said 
he felt an urge from God ‘to 
do this.’ “I prayed about it, 
talked to my wife about it and 
I feel led to do it,” Crudup 
said. “I’ve also been encour-
aged by several people over 
the last three years to do it and 
we believe the time is right.”

Driven by the need to im-
prove or rebuild Jackson, 
Crudup said we must provide 
jobs for Jacksonians and we 
must create more economic 
development opportunities. 
“Creating jobs and looking 
for ways to bring jobs to Jack-
son has to be a focal point in 
running this city,” he said. 

“Our [Jackson’s] tax base is 
shrinking and if we don’t cre-
ate these opportunities, who 
will?”

Crudup said relationships 
are important to Jackson. 
“We’ve got to repair, im-
prove and build our relation-
ships with folk in and outside 
of Jackson,” he said. “If we 
want to grow, we must de-
velop and reconcile relation-
ships…we must not be afraid 
to reach out.”

The price tag for the 
mayor’s seat could become 
expensive, and this could 
determine who makes it to 
the runoff. “We are enter-
ing this race to be competi-
tive and I feel that we can 
raise money,” Crudup said. 
“I have assembled a great 
team of people who are al-
ready working…people like 
and trust me and so we are 
ready.”

aged because she would be 100 
percent cured. But he cautioned 
that “you’re in for the fight of 
your life for an entire year” – a 
prospect that left Carter-Simmers 
totally dismayed. Hoping to in-
spire his patient, the physician 
presented her with a crucifix and 
confessed that he was a survivor 
of kidney cancer.

Meanwhile, the planned photo 
display will consist of breast can-
cer survivors. It will be called 
“The Beauty of Cancer,” which 
Carter-Simmers calls a misnomer 
because “there’s nothing really 
beautiful about cancer because 
of the physical and mental scars 
it leaves,” she said. “The exhibit 
will showcase mastectomy scars 
by brave women who want to 
show them. You’ll see some-
body’s tongue, feet or hands dis-
colored from chemo; you’ll also 
see radiation burns,” said Cart-
er-Simmers, who also endured 
many of these after-effects.

She expects to have 28 women 
committed to the project. “There 
is some reluctance when you’re 
losing your hair because you 
don’t feel beautiful.

While the exhibit will include 
women of different races, ages 
and ethnicities, she said she 
wants images to be visually stun-
ning. “However, I don’t want 
them to be pretty because cancer 
isn’t pretty.”

Ultimately, the reason behind 
the project is that she wants 
women to be “scared straight so 
that they will get regular mam-
mograms and conduct self-ex-
ams every month.” With black 
women suffering a high mortal-
ity rate, she especially “doesn’t 
want what I’m going through to 
happen to my sister, my aunt, my 
grandmother.”

She learned of a genetic link 
to breast cancer after digging 
into her family’s lineage. Her de-
ceased grandfather’s four sisters 
had battled the disease. “The les-
son in this for other people is to 
know your family history by call-
ing relatives, opening dialogue 
with folks you may not have spo-
ken to in years. Just pick up the 
phone,” she said.

Furthermore, Carter-Simmers 
said, “We’re so plugged into 
other forms of technology that 
we’re not phoning our sisters, 
brothers, uncles, cousins. But, 

now, my family is doing that. I 
haven’t been that close to my fa-
ther’s side because we’re in two 
different states. But now it seems 
we talk several times a week. My 
entire family is supportive of me 
in this journey. We text each other 
every day. My grandmother will 
FaceTime me daily because she 
always wants to see what I look 
like or what I’m wearing be-
cause, like me, she’s pretty sassy 
herself.”

Carter-Simmers admitted that 
she neglected her routine check 
with her physician earlier this 
year and discovered her lumps 
only after her huge weight loss. 
The upside is that by dropping 
those extra pounds she was able 
to notice the lumps under her 
arms. Still, she didn’t visit her 
physician for another month, but 
her first chemotherapy treatment 
occurred shortly thereafter on 
Aug. 26.

Nevertheless, she said, “There 
is some beauty in my flaws and 
the traits that cancer bring out in 
us. Truth is, there’s nothing more 
beautiful than confident women 
who can laugh at themselves.” 
After losing her hair, Carter-
Simmers says she often feels 
awkward when her eyebrows 
aren’t penciled in or when she’s 
not wearing a wig, although “ev-
eryone says my head is perfectly 
round for baldness.”

Still, getting to this point in 
her life of becoming an advo-
cate against breast cancer was far 
from easy. Her initial denial was 
actually the beginning of a dread-
ful experience.

When a physician first revealed 
having received preliminary 
results from Carter-Simmers’ 
mammogram and ultrasound, the 
response from the longtime JSU 
broadcaster was simply, “Uh-
huh, Uh-huh,” she said, while 
trying to convince herself that she 
was still about to go shopping.

The doctor continued with her 
warning: “The results indicate 
highly suspicious for malignancy 
tumor.”

Still nonchalant, Carter-Sim-
mers simply said, “OK,” and then 
proceeded to hang up the phone. 
However, before she could end 
the call, the doctor quickly be-
came more forceful and direct, 
saying, “This means cancer.”

That terse response was im-

mediately followed by a pregnant 
pause. Still, unwilling to accept 
the news, Carter-Simmers said, 
“OK,” and quickly hung up the 
phone. After meditating for a 
second to allow the message to 
sink in, thunderstruck Carter-
Simmers “screamed to the top 
of my lungs.” In her office she 
struggled to recount this emotion-
al story. Her body trembled, her 
lips quivered, tears flowed and 
her voice was barely audible as 
she revealed how “that day was 
so horrible.”

Still she dismissed the diagno-
sis, trying to convince herself that 
the lumps under her arms resulted 
from a recent sinus infection. But 
deep down, she knew that no-
tion was farfetched because she 
had noticed on several occasions 
“blood seeping from my breasts, 
and the lumps were rock hard.”

The revelation of her breast 
cancer occurred just one day be-
fore she was scheduled to co-host 
a campus event to welcome new 
and returning faculty and staff 
to the start of the fall semester 
in August. Her co-host, fellow 
broadcaster and JSU colleague 
Rob Jay, asked about her doctor’s 
appointment. However, seconds 
after she told him that she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer, 
they were asked to quickly take 
the stage to start their part of the 
program.

“Just like that, 5-4-3-2-1, it 
was lights, camera, action,” said 
Carter-Simmers, who gave no 
indication to hundreds in the au-
dience that anything was wrong 
with her physically or emotion-
ally. Needless to say, Rob Jay 
was thoroughly impressed with 
his co-host’s display of her usual 
stamina, engaging personality 
and humor. Their segment went 
off without a hitch, with both 
singing and cracking jokes and 
giving the audience an icebreaker 
to remember.

“That performance helped 
start my journey on a positive 
note,” Carter-Simmers said. She 
especially thanked her brother 
for unintentionally outing her 
battle with cancer on Facebook 
when he posted an image of her 
preparation for chemotherapy in 
August. Apparently, her brother 
erroneously assumed his sister 
had already made her diagnosis 
public.

As she sat in a recliner for 
treatment at the Hederman Can-
cer Center on North State Street, 
her phone began “blowing up 
with people saying, ‘Ohmigod. 
I didn’t know you had cancer.’ I 
was like, ‘How did you know?’” 
That’s when she learned about the 
innocent exposure by her brother.

Carter-Simmers quickly recov-
ered from her brother’s gaffe. “I 
think I needed that push. I’m OK 
with it, especially if it’s going to 
save lives.”

Aside from her caring family in 
this battle, she said she really ap-
preciates her co-workers because 
“they’ve signed up to take me to 
chemotherapy. Some have picked 
up medicine for me; some have 
come to my house with dinner or 
just to talk or FaceTime me dur-
ing my chemo treatment. I thank 
God that I got my diagnosis while 
living in Jackson and working at 
JSU,” said Carter-Simmers, who 
currently works an abbreviated 
schedule at JSU while on the road 
to recovery.

Now, she said she wants to 
“show people that the ‘C’-word 
is not a death sentence. How you 
survive is through the support 
of family, friends and caregiv-
ers and that you speak bravely 
and candidly about cancer. Many 
women hide their truth – even 
me for a while,” she said. “I was 
wearing wigs because I didn’t 
want people to treat me like I’m 
sick. The reality is that I am sick. 
I have cancer. … I’m now slowly 
easing myself back into who I 
was before cancer.”

As creative director of the 
planned photo exhibit, Carter-
Simmers said she is really hyped 
about the future, and not just for 
her own survival and longevity. 
“My doctor says I’m now a breast 
cancer advocate. That’s part of 
my new role, and I’m seriously 
taking that on.” She’s also work-
ing on a documentary that will be 
broadcast in real time. She’s hop-
ing networks such as TLC and 
PBS will air the program. 

“With so many women talk-
ing about breast cancer, we think 
we’re shrinking those numbers. 
I’m hoping the same positive re-
sult will occur with the upcom-
ing photo exhibit, ‘The Beauty of 
Cancer,’” Carter-Simmers said, 
“for denial can be unnecessarily 
fatal.”
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Michael Mitchell leading 
‘Santa Claus Is Coming 
to Town;’ and sophomore 
Jai’Quavis Dodd lead-
ing ‘The Christmas Song.’ 
A praise dance was per-
formed by junior Ariel 
Thomas.

The concert was conduct-
ed by Pamela Moody, Jim 
Hill’s choir director and 
Andrew Lewis, educator 
and musician who serves 
as interim director of music 
technology at Jackson State 
University.

November and the share of 
white women that held jobs 
slipped from 55.3 percent in 
October to 55.2 percent in 
November.

The Labor Department re-
ported that the national un-
employment rate fell to 4.6 
percent in November, and the 
economy added 178,000 jobs 
in November.

“In November, 1.9 million 
persons were marginally at-
tached to the labor force, up 
by 215,000 from a year earli-
er,” the Labor Department re-
port said. “These individuals 
were not in the labor force, 
wanted and were available 
for work, and had looked for 
a job sometime in the prior 
12 months. They were not 
counted as unemployed, be-
cause they had not searched 
for work in the 4 weeks pre-
ceding the survey.”

In a post on EPI.org, the 
website for the Economic 
Policy Institute (EPI), Elise 
Gould, senior economist for 
EPI, wrote that the national 
unemployment rate declined, 
“largely because of a drop in 
labor force participation.”

Gould also noted that even 
though wage growth is now 
faster than it was in the first 
five-plus years of the re-
covery, when it averaged 
two percent, “It doesn’t re-
flect full employment wage 
growth, or even the wage 
growth we experienced be-
fore the Great Recession hit 
– by no means a full employ-
ment economy.”

In 2016, the economy has 
added about 180,000 jobs per 
month. Last year, the month-
ly average was 229,000 jobs.

In a statement about the re-
port, the Republican National 
Committee (RNC) noted that 
the manufacturing sector lost 
4,000 jobs in November.

“The 4,000 manufactur-
ing jobs that disappeared last 
month come on top of the 
over 300,000 that have been 
lost under President Obama, 
more proof that President-
elect Donald Trump’s efforts 
to stand up for the Ameri-
can worker is the commit-
ment our country needs right 
now,” said RNC Co-Chair 
Sharon Day, in the statement. 
“This election showed that 
millions of Americans don’t 
trust Democrats to create 
good jobs and opportunity, 

and President-elect Trump’s 
determination to save 1,000 
jobs in Indiana is just a pre-
view of his agenda of pros-
perity for all.

Day continued: “Even be-
fore taking office, President-
elect Trump has proven that 
protecting and creating jobs 
will be among his highest 
priorities as president, and 
Americans who have spent 
years struggling under Presi-
dent Obama can look forward 
to a brighter future for them-
selves and their families.”

The Carrier jobs that Pres-
ident-elect Trump took credit 
for saving come with strings 
attached. Reuters reported 
that, “Indiana state officials 
have agreed to give United 
Technologies Corp $7 mil-
lion worth of tax breaks to 
encourage the company to 
keep at least 1,069 jobs at its 
Carrier unit in Indianapolis.”

Carrier still plans to send 
about 1,300 jobs to Mexico.

Rep. Bobby Scott (D-Va.) 
also offered his take on the 
Labor Department’s report. 
Scott said that the numbers 
show that our economy con-
tinues to move forward from 
the worst economic crisis in a 
generation.

“There is no doubt we have 
made great strides the last 
eight years, but our commit-
ment to creating a more bal-
anced and fair economy re-
mains a priority,” said Scott.

Scott lamented the federal 
court’s decision to block an 
updated overtime rule that 
would have helped more than 
four million workers.

“Prior to the court’s de-
cision and even before the 
overtime update was final-
ized, my Republican col-
leagues launched a campaign 
to stop and dismantle this 
meaningful rule that would 
serve working people,” said 
Scott. “With a new Congress 
and new Administration 
fast approaching, I urge my 
colleagues to stand behind 
their promises of building 
an economy where working 
families can succeed.”

Scott continued: “One 
of the very first bipartisan 
steps we can take is to ensure 
working people aren’t robbed 
of the hard-earned pay that 
they deserve. That means 
standing behind the updated 
overtime rule.”
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Last week, the nation was 
shocked to learn that the jury 
for the trial of Michael Slager, 
the North Charleston police 
officer who shot and killed 
an unarmed black motorist as 
he jogged away from a traffic 
stop in 2015, could not agree 
on a murder or manslaughter 
conviction or any punishment 
for the officer.

“I don’t have anything new 
to say,” tweeted Deray Mckes-
son, a prominent activist as-
sociated with the Black Lives 
Matter movement. “I mean, 
we have a video of an execu-
tion and planting evidence and 
even that’s not enough.”

After a brief struggle off-
camera, a passerby recorded 
Slager, shooting Walter Scott 
in the back from nearly 20 
feet away. Then Slager walked 
back to where the initial 
struggle took place and picked 
up what looked like a Taser. 
Slager then returned to Scott’s 
body and dropped the Taser, 
contradicting his initial police 
report.

Mckesson, who gained na-
tional attention in 2014 for 
his social media presence and 
citizen reporting in the after-
math of the shooting death of 
Michael Brown, an unarmed 
black teenager in Ferguson, 
Missouri, was not the only 
person who expressed disbe-
lief on Twitter.

Ta-Nehisi Coates, the au-
thor of “Between the World 
and Me” and a national cor-
respondent for “The Atlantic,” 
commented about the Charles-
ton County chief prosecutor’s 
opening statement, where she 
“acknowledged from the be-
ginning of the trial that she 
thought Mr. Scott had contrib-
uted to his own death by run-
ning away,” according to The 
New York Times.

“Re: Walter Scott. When 
DA sounds like the defense, 
can’t really be surprised by a 
mistrial. This is incredible,” 
Coates tweeted.

During an interview last 
week on the “Today” show, 
Dorsey Montgomery II, the 
jury foreman from the Slager 
trial, said that several jurors 

had doubts about convicting 
the former police officer.

“Initially it was going to be 
murder,” Montgomery said. 
Then jurors requested addi-
tional information about the 
evidence presented in the case 
and about the possible charges 
and “the things that were pre-
sented to us by the judged, we 
had come to find out he didn’t 
do anything malicious.”

Since the 2014 murder of 
Eric Garner in Staten Island, 
N.Y, dozens of videos have 
surfaced showing violent, 
sometimes fatal, interactions 
between police and black men 
and women. The ease of use of 
video technology in the infor-
mation age has brought into 
public view a problem that has 
for decades been ignored and 
dismissed by mainstream me-
dia and white society at large: 
police brutality in the black 
community.

Despite the brutal visual 
evidence, the American po-
lice uniform has consistently 
shielded officers who commit 
murder from prosecution.

The case of Tamir Rice in 
Cleveland, Ohio, Philando 
Castile in Falcon Heights, 
Minn., and John Crawford in 
Beavercreek, Ohio, are only a 
few examples of police shoot-
ings caught on camera, where 
the officers involved escaped 
murder convictions.

The mistrial in the Scott case 
comes on the 61st anniversary 
of the Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott, which started December 
5, 1955. The boycott began 
four days after Rosa Parks re-
fused to give up her seat to a 
white man on a Montgomery 

bus. For doing so, she was ar-
rested and fined. The boycott 
lasted 381 days and a decision 
in a case that went before the 
United States Supreme Court 
forced Montgomery to inte-
grate it’s public bus system.

Months before the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott in late 
August 1955, Emmett Till was 
murdered in Money, Missis-
sippi at the age of 14. Till was 
beaten, tortured and mutilated 
by two white men, Roy Bry-
ant and J.W. Milam. Both men 
were acquitted in Till’s murder 
by an all-white jury and some 
would suggest that police offi-
cers are given the same prefer-
ential treatment by the crimi-
nal justice system today.

Civil rights leaders have 
suggested that it will take the 
same type of sustained eco-
nomic pressure of the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott to force 
real reform in the criminal 
justice system.

During a press conference 
following the announcement 
of the mistrial, Judy Scott, 
Walter Scott’s mother said, 
“justice will be served, be-
cause the God that I serve is 
able. Injustice will not pre-
vail.”

Scott continued: “It’s not 
over. [God] will get his just 
reward.”

Lauren Victoria Burke is a 
writer and political analyst. 
She is a frequent contributor 
to BlackPressUSA.com and 
the NNPA Newswire, the news 
service of the National News-
paper Publishers Associa-
tion. She can be contacted at 
LBurke007@gmail.com and 
on twitter at @LVBurke.

Jackson State University alum 
Sharon Rainey is the only one of 
her family’s 18 siblings to attend 
college, and now she has earned 
a specialist degree that allows 
her to continue living her dream 
of working as a public school 
teacher in the same building 
where she once scrubbed toilets 
as a custodian.

Rainey, who has been em-
ployed as a first-grade teacher 
at Jackson Public Schools’ 
McLeod Elementary for five 
years, received her third JSU 
degree Dec. 9, during fall com-
mencement in the Lee E. Wil-
liams Athletics and Assembly 
Center on the main campus. She 
smiled broadly as interim JSU 
president Rod Paige greeted her 
onstage in front a crowd that 
witnessed her and nearly 200 
others accept their advanced de-
grees.

With a background of sweep-
ing and cleaning classrooms, 
the instructor – who also has 
taught at John Hopkins and Barr 
Elementary Schools – said her 
past experience allows her to 
more effectively motivate stu-
dents to dream big. “I tell them 
my life is a perfect example of 
what you can accomplish when 
you set your mind to something. 
I give God all the glory for JSU 
and my family.” She’s especially 
grateful for the support from 
her husband and their two adult 
sons.

Even to this day, she said her 
students remain stunned that she 
once worked as a custodian, and 
she’s not ashamed to tell them 
that her job was to “make sure 
everything they touched in the 
classroom was sanitized.” Rain-
ey credits instructors in her el-
ementary building for “shaping 
and molding me.”

As a matter of fact, one of her 
JPS teacher-colleagues remem-
bers when Rainey worked as a 
custodian.

Joann Marshall, an elemen-
tary instructor at McLeod, said, 
“I remember her being a very 
nice person. It’s wonderful that 
she has come as far as she has in 
life. She’s very inspiring.”

Tony Latiker, who was Rain-
ey’s adviser during her master’s 
program at JSU, said he marvels 
at Rainey’s fortitude.

Latiker, an associate professor 
of Early Elementary and Child-
hood Education, described her 
as a role model and one who ex-
udes strength. “Sharon Rainey 
has always been a really dedi-
cated student, even persevering 
through illness. She could have 
easily given up, but once she sets 
a goal, she sticks to it. She’s one 
of those professionals we’re re-
ally proud of.”

Judy King, who retired from 
JPS in 2015 after 32 years in 
the classroom but still works 
as a teacher-mentor at McLeod, 
offered high praise to Rainey. 

She said students and profes-
sionals regard Rainey as “a pas-
sionate instructor.” King, a for-
mer WAPT-TV Teacher of the 
Month, said, “I’ve watched her 
as a teacher. She does well with 
the students and puts her heart 
into her job. She’s fun, loving 
and always does her best. She 
wants students to consider their 
future and treats them like one 
of her own children.”

Meanwhile, Rainey flashed 
back to her earlier years. She re-
counts that while the salary was 
meager, her role as a custodian 
at JPS was actually one of her 
easiest jobs. Although she’s just 
56, which is not old by today’s 
measures, Rainey said she grew 
up poor on a Clarksdale planta-
tion until age 12. She remembers 
helping her siblings pick and 
pull cotton with their parents, 
both of whom are now deceased. 
“I thank God for a better job and 
that I don’t have to do that any-
more. That sun was blazing hot.”

While lamenting the era was 
difficult, she said she still remi-
nisces that the “good ol’ days 
was a period when family took 
care of each other with no fear 
about random shootings and 
killings that have become so 
prevalent in our communities 
today.”

After their father died, 
Rainey’s eldest brother sought 
to avoid foster homes for the 
younger children. So, half went 
with him to Chicago and the 
other half stayed with an older 
sister in coastal Mississippi. 
Consequently, she chose to stay 
in Moss Point because Rainey, 
the 12th child, didn’t want to be 
separated from her twin sister.

During her teen years in the 
mid-70s, she began working as 
a laborer at Ingalls Shipbuild-
ing in Pascagoula but eventually 
quit school in the second semes-
ter of her 12th-grade year. “I re-
ally thought I had it going on. I 
was making good money, so I 
decided I didn’t need a GED or 
high school diploma. However, 
my eyes opened when I relocat-
ed to Jackson.”

She moved to the capital city 
in 1984 with her husband, whom 
she had married after just six 
months of courtship. There, 
Rainey began working at Winn 
Dixie supermarket and later 
McDonald’s. Eventually, she 
accepted a custodial position at 
JPS and gained a strong appreci-
ation for the school atmosphere.

“I loved seeing the students 
and cleaning their classrooms. 
I did this for seven years. Even-
tually, I told the principal that I 
would go to school to become a 
teacher because ‘I believe I can 
teach.’ I shared the news with 
my family, and they were so 
proud of me. My oldest brother 
said, ‘You’ll be the first in the 
family to go to college.’” He im-
mediately offered his blessings.

Acknowledging that her par-

ents didn’t have a background in 
education but supported school 
for their children, she would lat-
er earn her GED. “I worked dur-
ing the day and went to school at 
night,” Rainey said.

Her love for children led her to 
enroll at JSU, where she earned 
a bachelor’s degree in social 
work in 2003 because “it ties 
into teaching.” Her work with 
a private school and internship 
at Catholic Charities of Jackson 
helped her secure a role as a sub-
stitute teacher at JPS’ Whitten 
Middle School.

Rainey said, “I wasn’t the 
brightest student in the class-
room,” but she succeeded in 
gaining all her formal education 
at JSU, including her master’s in 
elementary education in 2006.

Despite her many degrees, 
life for her and her family hasn’t 
been a bed of roses. Still, they 
were determined to persevere.

She has three brothers suf-
fering various types of cancers, 
but Rainey still conveys to them 
she would never let them down 
and vows to “continue making 
something out of myself.”

Rainey, too, had a cancer 
scare two years ago. A lump was 
found on one of her breasts. As 
she headed into surgery, she said 
her doctor abruptly ordered an-
other test, which miraculously 
showed no metastasis or malig-
nancy. “The spot is still there, 
but it hasn’t grown any larger,” 
she said. Thus, she dodged a 
bullet, of sorts.

Now, a missing person’s re-
port has consumed her family. 
A daughter of one of Rainey’s 
older sisters hasn’t been seen 
since Sept. 1. Concern grows 
daily for that daughter – a for-
mer JSU student who delayed 
her education after pregnancies. 
The unfortunate disappearance 
of Tammyetta Spaulding, 37, 
leaves two children, ages 7 and 
13, in the care of their grand-
mother. Questions persist re-
garding her whereabouts.

“I credit my determination be-
cause this has been so tough on 
all of us,” Rainey said. Still, she 
said God hasn’t forsaken us. She 
cites Jeremiah 29:11, which says, 
“For I know the plans I have for 
you. They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a fu-
ture and a hope.”

Despite tragedies and tribula-
tions, the huge family continues 
to support one another and in-
spires many who face strife or 
question their ability to succeed. 
Moreover, Rainey said she’s 
eternally grateful for JSU’s in-
fluence in her life.

“Jackson State really pushed 
me. There were many great 
counselors there who were all 
about the students, making sure 
that we would be successful. My 
mother and father would have 
been so proud to see me walking 
across the stage to receive my 
degrees,” she said.

Black community shocked 
by Michael Slager mistrial

From custodian to teacher: A 
sweeping change for JSU alum

By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

North Charleston police officer Michael Slager standing over body 
of Walter Scott after shooting him the back.

Jackson State Univ. Interim President Rod Paige greets Sharon Rainey as she receives her third degree.
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Merry Christmas
from all of us at

The Mississippi Link



The Jackson (MS) Chapter 
of the Links, Incorporated cel-
ebrated its 57th Founders’ Day  
December 4 at the Capital Club 
Downtown Jackson. The officers 

and members wanted to show ap-
preciation and give thanks to its 
families and the community for 
the support and participation they 
have provided over the years.

Vice President Natille Duncan 

stated, “It is with sincere grati-
tude that we honor our Connect-
ing Links, (husbands of our Link 
members), our Heirs-O-Link, 
(children of our Link members), 
and our friends at-large, who 

have supported the many invalu-
able service projects we provide 
to our community. We could not 
do the work we do without your 
support.”

During the Founders’ Day cel-

ebration, checks for $2,000 each 
were presented to Jackson State 
University and Tougaloo College 
as a part of the chapter’s scholar-
ship endowment at each institu-
tion.

The chairman of the 57th 
Founders’ Day Celebration was 
Laquita Brown and the co-chair-
man was Brenda Middleton. Dr. 
Ivye Allen is the president of the 
Jackson (MS) Chapter.
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Jackson (MS) Chapter of the Links, 
Inc. hosts 57th Founders’ Day

Left to right: Natille Duncan, First Lady of JSU Stephanie Nellums-Paige, Ann Calhoun, Heir-O-Link Kaitlyn 
Watson, Dr. John Peoples

Members of the Jackson (MS) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated

Natille Duncan, Leroy Walker, Doris Bridgeman, Dr. Wesley Prater, Ann Calhoun, Mavis James, Heir-O-Link Kaitlyn Watson

Special To The Mississippi Link



United States Representative 
Bennie G. Thompson (D-MS) re-
cently announced The National 
Science Foundation has awarded 
$1,198,965 to Hinds Community 
College-Utica.

This award will advance efforts 
of the Innovative Technology Ex-
periences for Students and Teach-
ers (ITEST) program to better 
understand and promote practices 
that increase students’ motivations 
and capacities to pursue careers in 
fields of science, technology, engi-
neering, or mathematics (STEM) 
by engaging in hands-on field ex-

perience, laboratory/project-based 
entrepreneurship tasks and men-
torship experiences.

This Hinds Community College 
project will involve junior and se-
nior high school girls from four 
high schools from three Mississip-
pi rural counties – Copiah, Clai-

borne and Hinds – to participate in 
a summer apprenticeship program 
and other activities to increase 
their awareness about STEM and 
academic preparedness for a path-
way to STEM related careers.

The program will last three 
years and will engage up to 120 
rising high school junior and se-
nior female students intensively 
and introduce up to 300 female 
students to STEM education and 
careers.

For more information call 
Mitchell Shears, Hinds Communi-
ty College-Utica principal investi-
gator at (601) 857-3200.

Congressman Thompson announces 
$1,198,965 awarded to Hinds 
Community College-Utica
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Thompson Shears

Who: New Jerusalem Church 

What: Annual Christmas Production – “He Has Come” 

When: Sunday, December 18, 2016 7 p.m.

Where: New Jerusalem Church
Dr. Dwayne K. Pickett Sr. pastor
5708 Old Canton Road
Jackson, MS 39211

Admission: Free

Event Description:
New Jerusalem Church is excited 
to present their annual Christmas 
production. This year’s event is titled, 
He Has Come! Come and share the 
majesty of the ‘greatest story ever 
told.’ Witness this dynamic cast of 
actors, singers, dancers and musicians 
present a brilliant display and sight 
and sound. “He Has Come” will be an 
astounding musical and visual display, 
depicting the story of the birth of Christ. 
The energetic dance scenes, dramatic 
imagery and phenomenal singing will 
have you uplifted, on your feet, singing 
and clapping. For one day only, and one performance, doors open at 6 p.m. 
and the event begins at 7 p.m. This will certainly be an event for the entire 
family. You don’t want to miss it.

For more information, please contact Min. Chandra Wise at 601-206-5844.

Local actress presents one-woman 
Holiday Christmas production
What do the lonely do for Christmas? 
That’s what Ruby McAuthur, host of 
the Ruby McAuthur Television Show, 
is exploring in her latest episode. Ruby 
is one of the characters that actress 
Amia Edwards will portray in “A Ruby 
Christmas,” a one-woman show about 
five different people in various stages 
of their lives. The one night only stage 
play is scheduled for 6 p.m. Friday, 
December 16, at Russell C. Davis 
Planetarium in downtown Jackson.

The production is a combination of 
multimedia and stage performances 
complete with live musical performances 
and engaging personalities via the 
characters created by Edwards. Not only 
is she starring in the production, but she 
wrote and is the executive producer of 
the play.

“The holidays bring about a lot of different emotions, expectations and 
questions...especially if you are single,” Edwards shared. “In A Ruby 
Christmas, we see four single characters at different stages in their lives, and 
an Oprah inspired talk show host named Ruby is helping to tell their stories. All 
of the characters are totally relatable because of their various circumstances.”

A realtor by trade, Edwards says she was bit by the acting bug three years 
ago after being cast in JLee’s film, “Karma: The Ultimate Payback.” Since 
then, this Clinton, Mississippi native has been featured in several plays 
including “Another Chance” and “Til Death Do Us Part.”

“I hope to inspire and uplift people through my love of acting and writing. A 
Ruby Christmas will absolutely leave you with a deeper connection to the 
holidays and the true meaning of Christmas.”

Santa Day, one of the most exciting events of 
the year at Mississippi State Hospital, arrives 
Wednesday, Dec. 21. The activities begin at 
Building 71 at 9 a.m.

Santa Day was started by James “Jimmy” 
Stubbs, who was MSH director from 1975-
88.

On Santa Day, volunteers, elected officials 
and MSH employees dressed as Santa Claus 
visit each and every patient and resident 
building on the campus to personally deliver 
holiday gifts.

Each MSH patient and Jaquith Nursing Home 
residents receive a gift bag with personal 

care items, fruit and clothing.

This year, more than 1,800 volunteers visited 
the campus in November and December and 
provided approximately 90 Christmas parties 
for the 784 patients and residents served at 
MSH. Some groups do caroling on campus, 
and others bring donations that are used as 
gifts. Santa Day is the culmination of all of 
those holiday activities.

MSH, a program of the Mississippi 
Department of Mental Health, was founded 
in 1855 and helps the individuals it serves 
achieve mental wellness by encouraging 
hope, promoting safety and supporting 
recovery.

Santa Day at Mississippi State Hospital, Dec. 21



HATTIESBURG, Miss. – For-
rest General’s top employee, lead-
ership and physician awards were 
presented December 9 at the hos-
pital’s annual Employee Christ-
mas Party.

Employees recognized during 
the event included Forrest Gen-
eral’s We C.A.R.E. Award recipi-
ents, honored for upholding the 
hospital’s We C.A.R.E. philoso-
phy; Service Award recipients, 
who were recognized for years of 
service to the organization; and 
the 2016 employee of the year, Ra-
mona Ridley.

Also honored were the four win-
ners of the 9th Annual Philip Rog-
ers Quality Award. The award is 
named for Dr. Philip Rogers, a ne-
phrologist with Hattiesburg Clinic, 
who dedicated 32 years of his life 
to serving the people of South 
Mississippi as a physician, mentor 
and humanitarian.

Dr. Rogers, Forrest General’s 
first nephrologist, was known as 
a kind-hearted, brilliant physician 
and great medical staff leader, and 
was greatly admired and respected 
for his commitment to his patients 
and the medical field. 

Four recipients, each influential 
and important members of Hat-
tiesburg’s medical community, 

were announced during the pre-
sentation and honored for their 
roles as a humanitarian, innovator, 
leader or mentor.

The following is a list of those 
Forrest General staff members and 
physicians who were honored as 
winners during the star-studded 
celebration:

Employee of the Year
[if!supportLists] [endif] Ramo-

na Ridley, RPT, Outpatient Reha-
bilitation

We C.A.R.E. Awards
• Earl Thornsberry Jr. – Phar-

macy
• Matthew Bush, Marketing and 

Communications
• Jaime Massie, RT, Respiratory 

Therapy
• Carrie Robinson, RN, 4T/Te-

lemetry
We C.A.R.E. Physician Award
• Calvin Washington, M.D., 

Hospice
We C.A.R.E. Leadership 

Award
• Cecilia Baker, Registration 

Manager in Outpatient Registra-
tion

Philip Rogers Award Winners
• Leadership: Anita S. Hender-

son, MD, Pediatrics, The Pediatric 
Clinic of Hattiesburg Clinic

• Innovator: Sanjay Derhgawen, 
MD, Nephrology, Hattiesburg 
Clinic, PA

• Mentor: Virginia Jones, Di-
rector, Pine Grove Patient Care 
Services, Pine Grove Behavioral 
Health and Addiction Services

• Humanitarian: Joseph Jody J. 
Patterson, MD, Emergency Medi-
cine, South Mississippi Emergen-
cy Physicians, PA

Service Awards (30 Years)
• Betty Arledge, RRT, Respira-

tory Therapy
• Cathy Caldwell, Engineering                                           
• Jeanne Carlson, LiveWell
• Sarah Cooley, 4FB - Post Par-

tum
• Melvin Courtney, Remodeling

• Angela Eaton, RRT, Respira-
tory Therapy

• Barbara Gordon, Radiology – 
Admin

• Paula Green, Patient Care Ser-
vices – Admin

• Elizabeth Merrill, RN, 7T – 
Medical Surgical

• Billie Piercy, Pine Grove Ad-
missions

• Teresia Ray, Neurology Center
• Charles Smith, Surgical Ser-

vices
• Susan Styron, Catheterization 

Laboratory
• Phyllis Tolar, RN, Surgical 

Services
Service Awards (35 Years)
• Faye Alvarez, Pharmacy
• Carol Brolaski, Epic
• Gwen Ellzey, RRT, LiveWell                     
• David Herrin, Epic
• Mary Hopkins, Pine Grove 

Psych
• Susan Jett McCall, Pine Grove 

Marketing
• Frances McManus, Pine Grove 

Psych
• Mary Purvis, Patient Care Ser-

vices – Admin
Service Awards (40 Years)
• Diane Bailey, Epic
• Vicki Lee, Respiratory Ther-

apy
• Ora Shaheed, Chief Clinical 

Operations, Operations Support

Mississippi Organ Recovery 
Agency (MORA) unveiled a 
state of the art 6,000 square foot 
clinical addition recently at the 
agency’s headquarters in Flo-
wood, Miss. The on-site access 
will dramatically improve the 
timely recovery for organ and tis-
sue donation, thus improving the 
outcomes for those in need of life-
saving organ transplants and life 
improving tissue graphs.

“This new clinical addition is 
the culmination of a vision set in 
motion by our Board of Directors 
and our dedicated staff members 
many years ago,” said Dr. Shirley 
Schlessinger, medical director for 
MORA.

The 2.2 million dollar surgical 
suite facility is currently one of 
nine national on-site organ and 
tissue recovery suites associated 
with one of the 58 organ procure-
ment organizations (OPO) across 
the country, a fact that resonates 
with Dr. Schlessinger. “We are 

very proud that we are at the fore-
front of our industry with the ad-
dition of this addition. It shows 
our commitment to saving and 
healing lives in Mississippi and 
across the country.”

Kevin Stump, CEO of MORA, 
stressed the importance of the 
suites for Mississippians and 
Americans awaiting lifesaving 

transplants and life healing tis-
sue graphs. “The most important 
fact about this addition is that 
it will ultimately save and heal 
more lives by reducing recovery 
times,” said Stump, who is in 
his 23rd year as the leader of the 
state’s only OPO.

There is also a financial benefit 
associated with the clinical addi-

tion for those waiting on a trans-
plant. “The recovery suites will 
help to reduce the agency’s cost 
associated with off-site recoveries 
and that cost reduction that will 
be passed on to recipients and 
transplant centers,” said Stump.

The agency plans to have the 
clinical addition fully functional 
by March of 2017.

The Mississippi Legisla-
ture released a $6.1 billion 
budget recommendation for 
fiscal 2018 that would reduce 
general fund spending by 3 
percent, or more than $195 
million.

The cuts recommended 
Thursday by the Joint Leg-
islative Budget Committee 
would be on top of last year’s 
constitutionally mandated 
3 percent cuts by Gov. Phil 
Bryant, when the state’s reve-
nue recommendations didn’t 
meet expectations. The JLBC 
predicts the state’s revenues 
will increase by 1.8 percent 
in the new fiscal year, which 
begins July 1.

The legislative budget 
also would reduce the state 
workforce by deleting 1,999 
vacant positions, cut funds 
for state travel by $12 million 
and save $19 million by im-
posing a moratorium on state 
vehicle purchases.

Legislative leaders also 
would remove most state 
agencies from the protec-
tion of the State Personnel 
Board, which allow agency 
heads to lay off more work-
ers and eliminate even more 
positions. The JLBC says this 
move will save the state $13 
million.

The state’s workforce 
might be ripe for cuts.

Mississippi has 120 state 
workers per 10,000 residents. 
In comparison, Arkansas 
has a comparable 119 state 
workers per 10,000 residents, 
while Louisiana has 97, Ala-
bama has 91 and Tennessee 
has 65.

The reductions proposed 
by the Legislature are even 
deeper than those proposed 
by Bryant in his budget rec-
ommendation, which would 
cut most agencies by 1.8 per-
cent.

Legislators propose return-
ing to spending only 98 per-
cent of the state’s revenues, 
a practice not done in the 
past two budgets. The state 
would also spend more than 
$392 million on debt service 
in fiscal 2017, an increase of 
$250,000.

The budget calls for spend-
ing the same amount from 
the general fund on K-12 edu-
cation as it did in fiscal 2017, 
which was more than $2.2 
billion.

The Legislature would also 
begin a new program, the 
School Recognition Fund, 
which would reward teachers 
and staff in high performing 
school districts. Schools can 
receive up to $100 per pupil 
for sustaining a high account-
ability rating in the Missis-
sippi Department of Educa-
tion’s annual accountability 
grades and also for improv-
ing their school rating.

The budget would also 
provide $340,053 for pay in-
creases for Mississippi De-
partment of Public Safety’s 
sworn law enforcement of-
ficers, such as state troopers, 
that was passed in 2015.

The lawmakers propose 
cutting by $4.5 million reme-
dial classes for high school 
graduates at the state’s com-
munity colleges and universi-
ties.

State spending on Med-
icaid would be cut by $23.9 
million under the JLBC plan, 
from $933 million in fiscal 
2017 to $909 million.

Nearly every state agen-
cy would have their bud-
get trimmed in fiscal 2018, 
with the exceptions of the 
Department of Finance and 
Administration (11.6 percent 
increase) and K-12 education 
(an increase of 0.36 percent 
that includes the Mississippi 
Adequate Education and gen-
eral education outlays). Some 
of cuts to the larger agencies 
include:

• Medicaid – 2.56 percent
• Department of Mental 

Health – 3.27 percent
• Department of Correc-

tions — 3.38 percent
  •  Department of Public 

Safety – 4.98 percent
• Institutions of Higher 

Learning – 5.34 percent
• Community Colleges – 

6.5 percent
• Department of Health – 

8.24 percent
• Department of Marine 

Resources – 74.46 percent
Steve Wilson is a writer 

and a journalist whose work 
has appeared on Fox News, 
the Huffington Post and the 
Daily Signal. He serves as 
the Mississippi reporter for 
Watchdog.org. His bach-
elor’s degree is in journal-
ism with a minor in political 
science from the University 
of Alabama. Steve can be 
reached at swilson@watch-
dog.org.

Steve Wilson
Special to The Mississippi Link
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Mississippi organ recovery agency 
opens doors on state of the art clinical 
MORA on-site recovery center to help save more lives and cut cost for transplant recipients

Mississippi 
Legislature proposes 
cuts, layoffs in budget 
recommendation

Award winners named during Forrest 
General’s Annual Employee Christmas Party

Far left MORA’s CEO Kevin Stump, far right Dr. Shirley Schlessinger, chief medical officer, Flowood Mayor 
Gary Rhoads (third from the right), MORA employees and board members.
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WHITFIELD – Volunteers 
from St. Mark Missionary Bap-
tist Church of Clinton, Miss., 
shared their time and talent 
Dec. 11 to bring food, fun and 
joy to patients and residents at 
Mississippi State Hospital.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist 
Church is one of more than 
100 groups who will provide 
parties and activities to over 
800 patients and residents at 
the hospital this holiday sea-
son.

“We dearly appreciate the 
outpouring of love and sup-
port from all of our volunteer 
groups. It adds so much to the 
lives of our patients and resi-
dents during this joyous time,” 
said Sheila Shows, volunteer 
services director for the hos-
pital.

Festivities at MSH will cul-

minate Santa Day, Dec. 21. An 
annual tradition, Santa Day is 
a day when community volun-
teers and leaders gather at the 
hospital dressed as Santa and 
deliver gift bags to each and 
every patient and resident.

MSH, a program of the Mis-

sissippi Department of Mental 
Health, was founded in 1855 
and helps the individuals it 
serves achieve mental wellness 
by encouraging hope, promot-
ing safety, and supporting re-
covery. The hospital is accred-
ited by the Joint Commission.

The Mississippi Link Newswire

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church 
hosts party at Mississippi State Hospital

Employee of the Year, Ramona Rid-
ley, RPT, Outpatient Rehabilitation

Volunteers from St. Mark M.B. Church of Clinton at Miss. State Hospital



Isable Elementary School held a 
“B” Outstanding parade and pep rally 
to celebrate its rise to a B rating for the 
2015-2016 school year.

Joining them in the celebration were 
feeder pattern partner schools Jim Hill 
High and Blackburn Middle School. 
Each school sent its royal court, 
marching band, drill team and cheer-
leaders to particpate in the parade.

Jim Hill’s JROTC cadets led the pa-
rade followed by Jackson Fire and Po-
lice departments and the Hinds County 
Sheriff’s Department.

“We invited our parents and com-
munity to celebrate with scholars the 
accomplishments that we made as a 
team,” said Isable Principal Dr. Micca 
Knox. “We’ve moved up the rankings 
from a D to a B, so we’re seeing lots 
of growth and we’re excited about that. 
We had to make several changes relat-
ed to culture and climate in order for 
all to ‘buy-in’ and believe academic 
achievement is important and that our 
students are capable of learning and 
achieving.”

Knox cited specific academic chang-
es leading to Isable’s success, includ-
ing increasing its literacy block from 
90 minutes to 120 minutes and incor-
porating teacher-led small group in-
struction that focused on addressing 
deficits in language arts and mathemat-
ics.

The parade began where Coach 
Fred Harris Street intersects with Is-
able Street and continued down Hill 
Street through the Washington Addi-
tion neighborhood.

Isable Elementary Principal Dr. 
Micca Knox has been nominated for 
the 2016-2017 national LifeChanger 
of the Year Award.

Sponsored by the National Life 
Group Foundation, the national 
LifeChanger of the Year program 
recognizes and rewards the very best 
K-12 public and private school educa-
tors and employees across the United 
States who are making a difference 
in the lives of students by exemplify-
ing excellence, positive influence and 
leadership.

According to her LifeChanger of the 
Year profile, Knox became the prin-
cipal of Isable Elementary Schools in 
the 2013-2014 school year. Overcom-
ing the many challenges facing the 
school, Knox reinvigorated the culture 
and climate and led the school from 
a F to a B rating in just three years. 
Building on the current trajectory, she 
has fortified the support system with 
more adopters, mentors and sponsors 
for her school with a determination to 
take the school to an A rating that the 
community takes pride in.

Knox began her educational career 
in 2005 as a 2nd and 3rd grade teacher 
at George Elementary in JPS. She pro-
gressed through the ranks to counselor 
and assistant principal before her cur-
rent appointment as principal of Isable. 
She also holds bachelor’s, master’s, 
specialist and doctorate degrees in 
education.

Accolades posted as comments by 
her colleagues and other supporters 
tout Knox as a caring listener, mentor, 
friend, role model, but most important-
ly, as an advocate for children.

Each school year, the LifeChanger 
of the Year program receives hun-
dreds of nominations from all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. 
For 2016-2017, there will be a total 
of 15 individual LifeChanger of the 
Year awards. Also, a 16th prize, the 
“National Spirit Award,” is given to 
the school and nominee whose com-
munity demonstrates the most support 
for their nomination.

Each winner will receive a cash 
award that is split between the indi-
vidual winner and their school. The 
national Grand Prize award is $10,000. 
Winners are announced via surprise 
award ceremonies held at their schools. 
The top five winners will also be hon-
ored at a national awards ceremony in 
Naples, Florida. 

Winners will be announced in 
Spring 2017. Winners will be chosen 
by a selection committee comprised of 
former winners and education profes-
sionals. Nominees must be school dis-
trict employees.

Award winners are selected based 
on the following criteria:

• A proven ability to make a benefi-
cial difference in the lives of students

• Ability to positively add to the de-
velopment of the school’s atmosphere

• Is involved in leadership activities 
at the school and community level

• A demonstrative record of excel-
lent performance at the professional 
level

• A commitment to producing a nur-
turing atmosphere

• Adherence to high moral and ethi-
cal standards

To view Dr. Knox’ LifeChanger of 
the Year nominee profile, visit www.
LifeChangeroftheYear.com/micca-
knox/. Supporters can boost a nomi-
nee’s chance of winning by leaving 
a comment, liking, or sharing their 
profile on social media as well as by 
posting celebrations and other held in 
their honor.

The 2016 Pepsi/JPS Bas-
ketball Tournament will 
be held December 26, 27, 
and 28. Over 350 student-
athletes from 22 girls’ and 
boys’ teams will participate 
this year. A total of 28 games 
will be played, including the 
girls and boys championship 
games.

Sportsmanship and MVP 
awards will be given at the 
end of each winner’s bracket 
game to a player from the los-
ing and winning team.

Tournament games will be 
played at three JPS sites, For-
est Hill High School, Lanier 
High School, and Murrah 
High School. Lanier and 

Murrah will host games De-
cember 26 and 27 while For-
est Hill will host the tourna-
ment semi-finals and finals 
December 28.

Tournament teams include:
• Callaway Chargers
• Crystal Springs Tigers 

(boys only)
• Forest Hill Patriots
• Holmes County Jaguars
• Jim Hill Tigers
• Lanier Bulldogs
• Murrah Mustangs
• Natchez Lady Bulldogs
• Provine Rams
• Terry Bulldogs
• Warren Central Vikings
• Wingfield Falcons
For more information call 

JPS Athletics 601 960-8825.
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UNCF® Career Pathways Initiative, funded by Lilly Endowment Inc., 
awards $35 million in grants to selected HBCUs and PBIs; to address 
social and economic issues of minority graduation, unemployment, 
and underemployment.

Keith Kings hopes that his 
three published books will 
uplift his peers and encourage 
them to be the best they can be.

King, who is a lieutenant at 
the Alcorn State University 
Police Department, has writ-
ten and published three books, 
“Crying, Through GOD’S 
Eyes,” “The Power of my 
Words,” and “The Open Doors 
of Success.” The books focus 
on changing bad situations 
to good ones, speaking love, 
wealth and success into exis-
tence and spirituality.

Being a successful author is 
a fulfillment of one of King’s 
goals in life. His success brings 

him joy because with his books, 
he can positively influence a 

number of readers.
“It feels great to be able to 

accomplish one of my desti-
nies,” said King. “The part is 
knowing that I have created 
something that will bless oth-
ers.”

Writing has always been one 
of King’s natural talents. He 
encourages others to find their 
niche and use it to make a dif-
ference.

“I want my audience to know 
that we all have been given 
gifts and talents, and we should 
tap into what we have been 
blessed with and bring it forth. 
There is no limit to your gifts, 
and the only one that could 
hold you back is you.”

King’s love for humanity is 
what motivates him to spread 
love and positivity to others.

“I love people. I often prayed 
for expansion of my territory 
and the ability to be a blessing 
to others. After exercising my 
faith, I received the urge to start 
writing a book, and that book 
turned into more books. My 
goal as an author is to reach as 
many people as I possibly can.”

King recently wrapped up his 
fourth book, “The Open Doors 
of Success” Volume II. He 
plans to release it in the near 
future.

King’s books are available at 
Barnes and Noble Book Store 
on campus.

Alcorn State University 
alumna Chansonique Ruther-
ford is on pace to being one of 
the top students in her graduat-
ing class.

Rutherford, who studies at 
the Thurgood Marshall School 
of Law in Houston, Texas, is 
in the top 20 percent of the 
class of 2017. She reflects on 
the steps she took to reach this 
point, and how her commitment 
to her studies has garnered her 
current success.

“It’s an absolute honor to be 
one of the students at the top 
of my graduating class,” said 
Rutherford. “Law school has 
required more reading, study-
ing and time management than 
I have ever been required to do 
in my life. To see all of my hard 
work and dedication pay off 
has been truly rewarding. It is 
also addicting because it makes 
me want more success.”

It was during an internship 
under Judge Tamika Irving at 
the Jefferson County Court-
house in Fayette, Miss. where 
Rutherford found her passion 
for law. She credits her hands-
on experience while shadowing 
Irving as the driving force be-
hind her pursuit of a law career.

“While there, I noticed how 

many people were affected by 
the legal system and were of-
ten afraid and did not trust the 
people that worked in the legal 
field. I decided that I wanted 
to be a part of that and strive 
to be the advocate for people 
who could not advocate for 
themselves. I also discovered 
my passion for juvenile justice 
while working with Judge Ir-
ving.”

Rutherford, who aspires to 
become a lawyer, wants to 
make a difference by prevent-
ing African-American males 
from going down the wrong 
path.

“I want to help keep young 
black males out of the criminal 
justice system. I feel that as a 
juvenile justice and criminal 
law attorney, I can do this by 
helping them know their op-
tions when faced with criminal 
charges and doing everything I 
can to keep their records clean 
and rehabilitate them.”

After graduating in May 
2017, Rutherford said she plans 
to prepare for the Texas Bar 
Exam in July 2017. She also 
plans to seek full time employ-
ment at the Office of the At-
torney General so that she can 
gain experience and open her 
own practice.

After a six-month planning 
phase, UNCF announced Tou-
galoo College as one of 24 col-
leges and universities that will 
receive five-year grants totaling 
$35.3 million for the UNCF® 
Career Pathways Initiative 
(CPI),a transformative effort 
to design and implement pro-
grams to improve employment 
outcomes for graduates.

“This gives us an opportu-
nity to talk about and under-
stand what our students want 
and need to know to be able 
to work, live and play in the 
twenty-first century. What kind 
of skill sets will they need from 
an academic, professional and 
social standpoint? This gives 
us the opportunity to not only 
talk about it but plan for what 
is needed. This is an intentional 
focus as we build a new direc-
tion in career pathways,” said 
Dr. Beverly W. Hogan, presi-
dent of Tougaloo College.

Made possible through 
a grant from Lilly Endow-
ment Inc., the UNCF® Career 
Pathways Initiative (CPI) is a 
unique pilot program for select 
historically black colleges and 
universities (HBCUs) and pre-
dominantly black institutions 
(PBIs) that is helping them 
enhance career readiness for 
their 54,000 enrolled students. 
Many of these students will be 
the first in their families to earn 

college degrees. The major-
ity of students are from low-to-
moderate income families and 
must receive federal financial 
aid to pursue their undergradu-
ate studies.

Tougaloo College submit-
ted a proposal that reflects a 
commitment to strengthening 
career advising and mentoring, 
enhancing curricula, and sup-
porting integrated co-curricular 
engagement. As part of CPI, 
the selected institutions will 
develop a range of academic 
programs, student internships, 
industry partnerships, specialty 
certifications, and faculty de-
velopment as they forge a new 
model for career readiness.

A complete list of colleges 
and universities receiving the 
grants can be viewed on the 
UNCF website.

“These colleges and univer-
sities show promise in signifi-
cantly addressing the urgent 
challenges facing African-
American college students and 
graduates,” said Michael L. 
Lomax, UNCF president and 
CEO. “We heartily congratulate 
Tougaloo College and the 23 
other institutions chosen to lead 
this important work.”

UNCF launched CPI in De-
cember 2015 through a rigorous 
and competitive multi-phased 
grant process that targeted 87 
eligible public and private HB-
CUs and PBIs.

Alcorn State University’s lat-
est initiative will grant students 
and alumni a quicker, more 
convenient way of retrieving 
their credentials.

The Office of the Registrar 
launched the Robo-Registrar 
Initiative, which leverages 
digital technologies by ex-
tracting BANNER transcript 
data and providing it in PDF 
and other digital formats. The 
newfangled ordering process 
is part of the office’s strategic 
evolution into a self-service 
data analytics unit that acceler-
ates achievement of Alcorn’s 
mission-critical priorities.

The service extracts tran-
script data for electronic pro-
cessing, locates online student 
records, confirms records us-
ing data elements supplied by 
the student, verifies creden-
tials and approves orders that 
do not have transcript holds. 
The cost of official transcripts 
is $12. Customers can receive 
their transcripts by on-ground 

pick-up, printing or mailing 
to designated locations. Expe-
dited delivery services will be 
charged an additional fee.

Assistant Registrar Tracee 
Smith, who led the initiative, 
said that one of the initiative’s 
priorities is to reinforce excep-

tional customer service.
“The new service will serve 

students and alumni with faster 
processing of their transcript 
requests and will include basic 
tracking as well as customer 
service support,” said Smith.

To submit information for 

transcript processing, visit the 
Registrar’s Office page in the 
Academics section on www.
alcorn.edu.

For more information about 
Robo-Registrar, contact Smith 
at (601) 877-3966 or by email 
at trace@alcorn.edu.

Cindy Melton’s heart for students com-
bined with her teaching excellence made her 
a wonderful choice to lead Mississippi Col-
lege’s School of Education.

That’s the assessment of Don Locke, who 
retires in January after 19 years serving as the 
school’s dean on the Clinton campus.

“Dr. Melton is a doer,” Locke said. “I am 
confident she will prove to be an exceptional 
leader as the dean.”

Literally moving a few feet away from her 
desk in Lowrey Hall to the dean’s office will 
represent a significant change at the 190-year-
old university.

Serving for nearly two decades as dean is 
practically an eternity in higher education 
these days. Under Locke’s leadership, Mis-
sissippi College instituted the school’s first 
doctorate in educational leadership. MC also 
began offering a doctorate in professional 
counseling, the master’s in dyslexia therapy 
was established, and so was the Department 
of Kinesiology.

In early 2017, Melton becomes dean at the 
largest school on the Clinton campus at the 
undergraduate and graduate levels.

A full-time Mississippi College faculty 
member since 2001, Melton served as chair 
of the Department of Teacher Education and 
Leadership in recent years. She’s taught class-
es in the department the past 15 years.

Cindy comes in pretty familiar with all three 
departments at Lowrey Hall, former home of 
the MC library. “Each department within our 
School of Education has invested in me and 
helped me grow both personally and profes-

sionally. Each one has provided me with won-
derful opportunities and experiences.”

Growing up on the family farm near Boon-
eville in North Mississippi, Cindy felt she was 
destined to become a teacher. The Mississippi 
College graduate enjoyed teaching stints at 
schools in Clinton and Utica. Melton later 
worked as an MC adjunct instructor while 
earning her doctorate in educational leader-
ship at the University of Mississippi.

Her hiring as dean is already earning her 
rave reviews from colleagues.

“Dr. Melton possesses the qualities of an 
effective servant leader,” said education pro-
fessor Tommy Henderson, former superinten-

dent of the Clinton public schools. “She is a 
good listener and a firm decision-maker, and 
she has a commitment to the growth of her 
team members.”

Henderson says the School of Education 
feels fortunate to “have someone with her 
skills, knowledge and enthusiasm as our 
leader.”

Tom Williams served effectively as chair-
man of the Department of Teacher Education 
and Leadership until Melton filled the post a 
few years ago.

A longtime MC education professor and 
the university’s energy specialist, Williams 
believes Melton was an outstanding choice 
to succeed Dean Locke. “Her knowledge of 
education and her concern for students and 
faculty are exemplary,” Williams say. “She 
possesses all of the leadership characteristics 
that are necessary to be a successful Dean.”

During his career, Locke, who is an MC 
graduate, has achieved national fame. He 
served as president of the 60,000-member 

American Counseling Association based in 
Virginia during the 2011-12 academic year. 
He was the recipient of MC’s Order of the 
Golden Arrow award, among other honors.

“To be able to return to my alma mater and 
serve as dean has been the capstone of my ca-
reer,” said Locke, a Clinton resident.

Melton and her husband, Derek, a staff 
member at St. Dominic Hospital in Jackson, 
are both MC grads and huge fans of the Blue 
& Gold. They stay busy as the parents of two 
children, Cameron, 12, and Caeley, 10. Both 
Melton kids make frequent visits to the Clin-
ton campus to cheer for the Choctaws.

Chansonique Rutherford 
experiences success in 
her final year of law school

Tougaloo selected for $2 million 
grant from UNCF to improve 
job outcomes of graduates

Keith King spreads positivity 
with numerous books

The Office of the Registrar 
launches Robo-Registrar

Cindy Melton named Mississippi 
College School of Education Dean
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UNCF CEO Michael Lomax and Tougaloo President Beverly Hogan
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N E W S  F R O M  T H E  W O R D

Many people are of the 
mindset that Christmas just is 
not Christmas without a cold 
snap even though the holiday 
shopping season officially 
kicked off weeks earlier and 
the hustle and bustle of gift 

buying and holiday gatherings are every-
where. I’ve heard several people say, “Fi-
nally, it’s getting cold. Now, it’s beginning 
to feel like Christmas.” Some have even 
shared, “It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas” (a catchy tune that many of us 
know).

So, here I go again, I’ve got to ask – 
“What does Christmas look like? What does 
it feel like?”

Does Christmas resemble a day of thanks, 
a day of love, a day of joy, a day of family 
and friends and, most importantly, does it 
resemble a day of praising the Lord?

My answer is YES! All the above looks 
like Christmas but then, so should every 
day, right? 

So, as I answer my own question, I iden-
tify Christmas Day as the day that we honor 
the birth of the Christ child. It is the day 
of miracles, of peace, and a day of unity. 
Christmas Day symbolizes a new beginning 
to all who call upon His Holy name.

Oh, the joy of being able to proclaim 
this celebration from year to year. What a 
wonderful feeling to be able to celebrate 
the birth date of God’s only begotten Son! 
What a wonderful experience it is to share 
the miracle of the birth of the One who 
asked for nothing, but gave all that He had 
to save mankind.

As I continued to ponder answers to the 
question “what does Christmas look like”, 
the tune began to ring in my head.

To me, Christmas looks like a light that 
shines eternally for all the world to see. It 
is a day of fascination, a day of blessings 
told and untold, a day of giving, a day filled 
with love for your fellowman. Christmas is 
the holiest of days that people reach out to 
each other and give praise for a love that 
that changed a world.

The descriptions that I have cited are 
symbolic of what should be included in 
our daily walk. As believers of the Lord, 
we should be happy to greet everyone we 
meet, we should be excited about gathering 
together in the name of the Lord; we should 
give Him our all in praise. We should never 
be consumed by the activities that surround 
us, but be totally committed to His good 
works and words.

Yes, that’s it! It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas because we should want the 
look and feel of this special day to be in our 
lives daily. We should rejoice year round as 
we praise God for the greatest gift ever giv-
en. We should always share the good news 
of our Lord.

As you celebrate during this holiday sea-
son please share what God has done for 
you; please share your joys of the good 
times; please share your love of the Lord.

Remember the verse that I often share 
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a messenger for 
news in and around the state of Mississippi, 
would like to serve as your personal mes-
senger to share your news and the news of 
your places of worship.

Remember the verse that I often share 
with you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: 
“How beautiful on the mountains are the 
feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, 
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 
Your God reigns!”

To share your news contact Daphne M. 
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, 
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from 
the Religion Editor

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

“For unto you this day in the city 
of David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.” Luke 2:11.

The story’s told of a little girl 
who’s passing out the presents to 
her family on Christmas morning. 
After finding gifts for each mem-
ber of her family, she was puzzled 
that there wasn’t a gift for the One 
whose birth was being commemo-
rated. “I guess everyone forgot 
about Jesus,” she said. 

But what is the real meaning of 
Christmas? Is it the gifts under the 
tree, the lights in the windows, the 
cards in the mail, turkey dinners 
with family and friends, stockings 
hanging in the living room?

If we want a truly meaningful 
Christmas this year, it stands to 
reason we need to grasp the true 
meaning of Christmas. Forget 
about Jesus and you’ve missed the 
entire, glorious point of the cele-
bration. But what does Christmas 
truly mean?

The word “Christmas” is a com-
bination of two words. The first 
“Christ” meaning “Messiah or 
anointed One.” The other “mas” 
meaning “sent.” Thus, the word 
“Christmas” means “The Messiah 
is sent.” That was the angel’s pro-
nouncement in Luke 2:1 – “For 
unto you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.”  One of the greatest an-
nouncements ever made was made 
on that day because it spelled the 
coming of One born “to take away 
the sin of the world.”

The true meaning of Christmas is 
love. John 3:16-17 says, “For God 
so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him.” The true 
meaning of Christmas is the cel-
ebration of this incredible act of 
love. 

The real Christmas story is the 

story of God’s becoming a hu-
man being in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. Why did God do such a 
thing? Because He loves us. Why 
was Christmas necessary? Because 
we needed a Savior. Why does God 
love us so much? Because He is 
love itself (1 John 4:8).

God loved His own and provided 
a way – the only Way – for us to 
spend eternity with Him. He gave 
His only Son to take our punish-
ment for our sins. He paid the price 
in full, and we are free from con-
demnation when we accept that 
free gift of love. “But God demon-
strated His own love for us in this: 
while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Romans 5:8). Why do 
we celebrate Christmas each year? 
Out of gratitude for what God did 
for us.

He presented himself to us as 
the hope for the hopeless, as the 
light for those who walk in dark-
ness, as comfort for those who are 
beaten down. He is Healiang for 
the broken hearted, freedom for 

the oppressed and the only way for 
those who are lost. Jesus was, and 
is, God’s solution to all of man’s 
problems.

So during this holiday season, 
when everyone around you is feel-
ing kinder, more charitable, and 
cherishing their family time, don’t 
neglect Jesus, the true meaning of 
Christmas. Jesus Is The Reason 
For The Season! Rejoice!

Robert E. McCallum, a native of 
Jackson, presently resides in Madi-
son, with his wife, Carolyn.  Togeth-
er they have four children: Robert, 
Tiffany, Terrell and Timothy. He is 
a 1975 graduate of Jackson State 
University where he earned his 
Bachelor’s degree in history. He 
received his religious education 
from Wesley Biblical Seminary and 
Reformed Theological Seminary of 
Jackson, where he received a Mas-
ter’s Degree in divinity. He taught 
in the Jackson Public School Sys-
tem for 18 years. He presently is 
the pastor of Priestley Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Canton.

The True Meaning 
of Christmas

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245 Tu-
nica St., Jackson, will host its Christ-
mas fellowship December 16, at 7 
p.m. at the Old Capitol Inn. Tickets 
are available by calling the church at 
601-969-3511. For more information 
visit:  www.mountnebochurch.com. 
Rev. John A. Wicks Jr. is the pastor.

New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 
Watkins Dr., Jackson, will observe 
its Annual Christmas Fellowship De-
cember 16 at 6:30 p.m. at the Jack-
son Hilton Hotel. For more informa-
tion, call 601-366-7002. Dr. Jerry 
Young is the pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove Mission-
ary Baptist Church, 1640 County 
Line Rd., Jackson, youth ministry 
will present “A Celebration of Christ” 
December 17 at 10 a.m. For more 
information call 601-354-2026 or 
visit www.gpgmbc.org. Dr. Stephen 
F. Mason is the pastor.

New Horizon Church, 1770 Ellis 
Ave., Jackson will host its Celebra-
tion of Adoration December 17, TBA. 
For more information visit www.nhc-
ms.org or call 601-371-1427. Bishop 
Ronnie Crudup Sr. is the pastor.

College Hill Missionary Baptist 
Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jack-
son, will host its annual children’s 
Christmas program and Music Min-
istry Christmas Musical: “Special 
Gift” December 18, at 8:45 a.m. and 
10 a.m. respectively. Christmas wor-
ship service will take place Decem-
ber 25, at 10 a.m. Dr. Michael T. Wil-
liams is the pastor.

Crossroads Missionary Baptist 
Church, 325 McDowell Rd., Jack-
son, will hold its annual Christmas 
program December 18, during the 
regular morning worship hour. For 
more information, please send re-
quests to crossroadsmbchurch@
att.net. Rev. Stanley Smith is the 
pastor.

New Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old 
Canton Rd., Jackson, will present 
their annual Christmas production, 
“A King Has Come!” December 
18. The doors for this event, which 
promises to be an astounding musi-
cal and visual display depicting the 
story of the birth of Christ, will open 
at 6 p.m. and the event begins at 7 
p.m. This free event, filled with en-
ergetic dance scenes, dramatic im-
agery and phenomenal singing, will 

have you uplifted, on your feet, sing-
ing and clapping.  For more informa-
tion, please contact Min. Chandra 
Wise at 601-206-5844.  Dr. Dwayne 
K. Pickett Sr is the pastor.

Ridley Hill M. B. Church, 1034 N. 
Livingston Rd., Madison, will host 
regular worship services Decem-
ber 18, immediately followed by the 
church’s Christmas program. Imme-
diately following the Christmas pro-
gram, a fellowship will take place at 
the Masonic Lodge. For more infor-
mation call or visit www.ridleyhillc.
om. Dr. Keith Rouser is the pastor.

Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist 
Church, 925 West Pearl St., Jack-
son, will host its Christmas program  
December 18, at 3 p.m. For more in-
formation call 601-355-5545 or visit 
zion-travelers.org/announcements.
html. Dr. Daniel Watkins is the pas-
tor.

The Church Triumphant Global, 
6531 Dogwood View Pkwy, Jack-
son, will hold its Annual Christmas 
musical December. 25 at 10 a.m. 
For more information call 601-977-
0007. Bishop Adrian D. Ware is the 
senior pastor.

By Robert E. McCallum
Special to The Mississippi Link
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The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard Gospel Charts for the week of December 15

1. Hold My Mule   Shirley Caesar Featuring Albertina Walker & Milton Brunson
2. Made A Way   Travis Greene
3. You’re Bigger   Jekalyn Carr
4. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
5. God Provides    Tamela Mann
6. Better    Hezekiah Walker
7. I Need You   Donnie McClurkin
8. Hang On   GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
9. Winning   Charles Jenkins
10. You    Jermaine Dolly

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counsel-
lor, The mighty God, The ev-
erlasting Father, The Prince of 

Peace. – Isaiah 9:6
In addition to ways to bless others, some 

of you may be spending this time of the year 
thinking about your life this past year…with 
a tinge of regret. Or you may be like me and 
simply thankful to have made it through with 
your sanity intact. I’d like to share three ques-
tions that have changed my perspective on my 
life and, most importantly, my relationship 
with God this past year: “Who am I?” “What 
do I want?” and “Where have I been?”

1. Who am I? – More than the others, this 
forced me to be honest about who I was spiri-
tually, relationally, emotionally, physically 
and professionally. Regardless of my achieve-
ments or failures, I was reminded that who I 
thought I was always had to be asked in rela-
tion to what God said about me. Psalm 139:14 
backs this up when it says “I praise you be-
cause I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
your works are wonderful, I know that full 
well.”

2. What do I want?  – I think the phrase that 
I uttered the most this past year was “I want 
things to be different.” I had to make sure that 
the changes were made gradually (which al-
lowed me to learn patience). This could have 
meant something as insignificant as different 

clothes or trying out different food. In the 
case of clothes, I learned a dual lesson: even 
if they make it in your size and you see others 
wearing it, doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s 
meant to be on YOUR body. In other words, 
find what fits you best. Psalm 37:4 encour-
ages us to “Delight yourself in the LORD and 
he will give you the desires of your heart.

3. Where have I been? – This proved to be 
a tough one. There was always the tempta-
tion to leave out key details of those places 
(good and bad) in order to make my current 
situation seem better. But the fruit of poor de-
cisions always gives the story away. Thank-
fully, God’s grace and mercy still covered me. 
2 Corinthians 5:17 says Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have be-
come new.

What does all of this have to do with Christ-
mas? As we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, rather than 
spending money on things you don’t really 
need, give yourself a gift that truly keeps 
on giving. Start by asking yourself those 
three questions. A guest minister at a church 
I attended years ago said that it’s because of 
God’s great  love for us that we should love 
ourselves enough to give the best gift we can 
give anybody: a healthier emotional state, 
renewed mind and restored relationship with 
God.

Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence 
best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving from 
Pain to Purpose after a Relationship ends.” 
She may be reached at lovehangover@juno.
com.

P R E S E R V E D

Christmas Questions
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor
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We read in 
Colossians 3:1-
2 these words:  
“For ye then be 
risen with Christ, 
seek those things 
which are above, 

where Christ sitteth on the right 
hand of God. Set your affection 
on things above, not on things 
on the earth.” Where are your af-
fections? Are they set on things 
above or on things of this earth?  

To seeking those things which 
are above means we strive to 
put heaven’s priorities into daily 
practice. What are we hunger-
ing and thirsting after? Are we 
hungering and thirsting after 
righteousness or the material 
things of this world? Jesus said, 
“Blessed are they which do hun-
ger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled” 
(Matthew 5:6). Those who hun-
ger and thirst after God shall be 
the only ones filled. Again, our 
scripture text is found in First 
Timothy 6:6, “But godliness 
with contentment is great gain.”  
Contentment cannot be found 
in money or other things of this 
world.

In the Gospel according to 
Matthew 6:19-21 we find these 
instructions: “Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves break 

through and steal: But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through nor steal: 
for where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” In other 
words, where our thoughts, feel-
ings, and affections are placed, 
our heart will be as well.

God sees where our affec-
tions really are placed. He sees 
whether they are on the world 
(to gain this world’s pleasures) 
or whether they are truly on 
Him. We should not say we love 
God when our actions do not 
show it. We need to pray, read, 
testify, give praise to God, and 
take time to show compassion 
for others. Sometimes we get 
too busy. May God help us to lay 
some things aside for the work 
of Him.

Solomon had great knowl-
edge, great wisdom and great 
riches, yet he said, “Vanity of 
vanities; all is vanity: what 
profit hath a man of all his la-
bour which he taketh under the 
sun (Ecclesiastes 1:2-3)?” Solo-
mon, one person in the Bible 
who had everything; wisdom, 
power, riches, honor, reputation 
and God’s favor, is the one who 
discussed the ultimate emptiness 
of all that this world had to of-
fer. He tried to destroy people’s 
confidence in their own efforts, 
abilities, and righteousness and 
direct them to commitment to 

God as the only reason for liv-
ing. Solomon in Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14 wrote these words:  
“Let us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: fear God, and 
keep His commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man.  
For God shall bring every work 
into judgment, with every secret 
things, whether it be good, or 
whether it be evil.”

My friends, we need to fear 
God and keep His command-
ments. God created us to serve 
Him. Serving God is the foun-
dation of all happiness. We find 
in Matthew 16:26 these closing 
words: “For what is a man prof-
ited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?  
Or what shall a man give in ex-
change for His soul?”

When we don’t know Christ, 
we make choices as though this 
life is all we live for on earth. 
How we live this brief span, 
however, determines our eter-
nal state. Jesus Christ has been 
given the authority to judge all 
the earth. Without Jesus Christ, 
we cannot profit. 

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind. He serves as chair-
man of the Southeastern Associ-
ation of The Church of God, Inc.

What will you give in exchange 
for your soul? - Part II

By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link



M o n t g o m -
ery County 
Judge Steven T. 
O’Neill, who is 
presiding over 
Bill Cosby’s 
sexual assault 

trial, has a glaring conflict of 
interest that has received very 
little, if any, mainstream media 
coverage. If justice is going to 
be served in this case, O’Neill 
needs to step down immedi-
ately.

In 2002, O’Neill was ap-
pointed to the Montgomery 
County, Pa., bench and swore 
on a Bible, held by his wife, 
Deborah V. O’Neill, to uphold 
the United States and Pennsyl-
vania constitutions.

Deborah O’Neill has an ex-
tensive background in sexual 
assault research and has even 
acknowledged her husband and 
thanked him for his contribu-
tions to her research and work.

Deborah holds a doctoral de-
gree in social work and works 
closely with victims of sexual 
assault and acquaintance rape. 
In 2012, as a doctoral student at 
the University of Pennsylvania, 
she wrote a 183-page disserta-
tion on acquaintance rape: “Re-
sponding to College Campus 
Acquaintance Rape: Contex-

tual Issues and the Challenge of 
Inter-Organizational Collabo-
ration.” She spent countless 
weeks and hours interviewing 
rape victims and did a study of 
her findings.

When she received her doc-
toral degree she wrote, “To 
Steve, I share this achievement 
with you. You are my best friend 
and the love of my life. Thank 
you for being gentle with my 
insecurities and robust with en-
couragement. I could not have 
done this without you.”

Deborah is a counselor at 
Counseling and Psychological 
Services (CAPS), a counsel-
ing center for the University 
of Pennsylvania and she’s also 
the coordinator of the Sexual 
Trauma Treatment Outreach 
and Prevention (STTOP) at the 
same university. She is listed 
as a possible affiliate at the 
Sexual Trauma And Recovery 
Inc. (S.T.A.R.), a private prac-
tice that, “…provides support, 
education and advocacy to em-
power all individuals and fami-
lies affected by sexual trauma.”

Deborah is obviously very 
passionate and active in her 
field. She should be able to pur-
sue her own career path inde-
pendently of her husband, but 
judges and attorneys know that 
both real and perceived conflict 
of interests in the courtroom 

must be avoided at all cost.
According to Pennsylva-

nia Code of Judicial Conduct 
Canon 2 section B, “Judges 
should not allow their family, 
social, or other relationships to 
influence their judicial conduct 
or judgment. They should not 
lend the prestige of their office 
to advance the private interests 
of others; nor should they con-
vey or knowingly permit others 
to convey the impression that 
they are in a special position 
to influence the judge. Judges 
should not testify voluntarily as 
a character witness.”

Can a judge rise above the 
personal and professional influ-
ence of a spouse in a matter like 
this? Of course one can, but 
with one of the highest profile 
cases in decades, it is incum-
bent on O’Neill to abide by not 
only the letter, but also by the 
spirit of the Pennsylvania code 
of Judicial Conduct.

On the surface, Deborah’s 
work would not appear to be 
a problem. However, due to 
O’Neill’s support of his wife’s 
career passion and doctoral re-
search about acquaintance rape 
and sexual trauma, one can le-
gitimately question his impar-
tiality.

It’s unconfirmed if Deborah’s 
associations, contact or connec-
tions with rape organizations 

and or rape support groups are 
influencing the judge’s deci-
sions, nor has it been deter-
mined, if any of her cases were 
assigned from Montgomery 
County Courts or by her hus-
band, but it is a possibility. That 
alone seems like a huge conflict 
of interest, not just for Cosby’s 
case, but any sexual assault 
case O’Neill may preside over.

Judges are subject to certain 
ethical standards and have a 
duty to be impartial. The one 
and only person whose avowed 
primary duty is to uphold jus-
tice and treat Cosby fairly is 
failing to meet his ethical and 
legal obligations. Thus, O’Neill 
should recuse himself to avoid 
even the appearance of a con-
flict of interest in the Common-
wealth v. William Henry Cosby 
Jr. case.

Kia Soto is a freelance writer, 
blo

gger and self-proclaimed so-
cial activist. Kia is the founder 
of TattleTailzz.com a celebrity 
entertainment website. Kia’s 
extensive social media knowl-
edge, public relations expe-
rience and networking have 
taught her to contribute what 
you can no matter the reach.

Jen Vickers, an activist for 
justice, freelance writer, moth-
er, wife, and horse lover also 
contributed to this column.

One of the 
major themes of 
Donald Trump 
“Let’s Make 
America Great 
Again” was the 
return of good 

paying jobs for blue collar work-
ers again. He promised to restore 
coal miners “100 percent.” This 
is not going to happen; in fact, 
the decline in demand for coal 
will accelerate.

In an article published in the 
Wall Street Journal, just six 
days after the election, entitled 
“Cheap Gas Tests Trump’s 
Promise to Revive Coal,” written 
by Rebecca Smith, revealed that 
there is very little chance that the 
future of coal will improve. The 
Wall Street Journal, prior to the 
election, constantly stated why 
Hillary Clinton promises were 
untrue and would not happen. I 
wonder why this article was not 
published six days before the 
election. The problem with coal 
is twofold, environmental and 
economic.

The environmental problems 
have been known for a long 
time. The “black lung” disease 
began to accelerate in the early 
50’s as a consequence of the 
introduction of automation that 
substantially improved worker’s 
productivity and wages. It also 
drastically increased the amount 
of coal dust in the mines which 
resulted in an increase in the oc-
currence of black lung disease.  
The rapid increase of black lung 
resulted in a large number of 
deaths of coal miners in their 
prime working years. After ex-
tensive congressional hearings, 
congress passed “The Federal 
Coal Mine Health and Safety 
Act of 1969.” This legislature 
set limits on the amount of dust 
that would be allowed in mines 
and it set up a trust to pay ben-
efits to sick miners by adding a 
tax on coal sales.

Failure to reduce high levels 
of coal dust frequently contrib-
uted to mine explosions. One 
such explosion was in the Up-
per Big Branch mine which oc-
curred in 2010. This explosion 
was caused by high levels of 
coal dust at a mine owned by 
Massey Energy that killed 29 
miners. Federal inspectors found 
369 code violations that resulted 
in a $209 million settlement.

When coal is burned, the ex-
haust contains a number of pol-
lutants that when combined with 
rain and sunshine, produces a 
deadly cocktail known as ACID 
rain. It killed trees in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and other 
high elevation areas around the 
world. It also changed the acid-
ity of the water in some lakes 
that reduced or wiped out some 
fish stocks.

New technologies used in 
new coal-fired plants have sub-
stantially reduced the pollutants 
from burning coal, but there is 
one catch, the cost. The capital 
cost of a natural gas power sta-
tion peaks at about $2200 per 
1000 watts versus a peak of 
$7000 per 1000 watts for coal. 
In DeKalb, Miss., the Southern 
Company Kemper coal power 
station is considered to be a state 
of the art efficient and clean 
burning unit, but it is over two 
years late and $2.4 billion over 
budget. These costs will eventu-
ally be factored into their rate 
structure, and will increase our 
power bills.

Presently a new significant 
problem has emerged. The dis-
posal of coal ash plagues every 
utility that operated coal power 
plants around the world. For ex-
ample in my home state of North 
Carolina, Duke Power has over 
214 billion pounds of coal ash 
stored in 32 holding ponds. In 
February 2014, a coal ash pond 
dumped 78 million pounds of 
coal ash into the Dan River, re-
sulting in a $104 million fine for 
the company.

Julia Roberts starred in the 
movie Erin Brockovich where 
she as a legal aid helped uncover 
that wells near a plant were con-
taminated, resulting in a large 
number of birth defects in chil-
dren born and living near the 
plant. In North Carolina wells 
over a half mile from the Cliff-
side Coal ash pond have lev-
els nine times the limits above 
the safe drinking level for the 
same pollutants discovered in 
the movie. In Mississippi the 
coal pond sites of the Southern 
Company, currently have no sig-
nificant problems, but the cost 
of maintaining these sites will 
increase the cost of power in the 
future.

All of the above environmen-
tal problems have not been the 
major factor for the decline in 
the usage of coal. Cheap natural 
gas has delivered the knockout 
blow to coal consumption. 

Ninety-five percent of coal 
consumption is used by utilities 
for powered generation. In 2015, 
80 percent of power generation 
that was retired was coal. As a 
small sample, Virginia shuttered 
21 percent, Georgia 18 and Ohio 
15.

American Electric Power of 
Ohio closed about half their 
coal power plants. In 2017, the 
one year extension to meet the 
mercury discharge will expire, 
triggering another round of coal 
power closures.

The cost to construct a new 
coal power station to meet all 
current environmental require-
ments is substantially more ex-
pensive than a natural gas power 
station built to satisfy these 
same requirements. It takes sub-
stantially longer to build a natu-
ral gas power station.

As long as natural gas stays 
below $4 per million BTU, it 
will win. Long term price for 
natural gas today is about $2.3 
per million BTU. Even though 
prices are expected to rise, re-
cent discoveries will change 

that forecast. Recent huge new 
discoveries in West, Texas (16 
trillion cubic feet), the Meridian 
Sea (30 trillion cubic feet), and 
Egypt (3.2 trillion cubic feet) 
will keep gas prices low.

Donald Trump won coal 
country by an overwhelming 
vote. In West Virginia he won 
every county by large margins.  
One of the driving forces in this 
landslide was his willingness to 
promise to restore coal 100 per-
cent. This is simply not going to 
happen.

In a larger sense, what does 
his win mean for this region? If 
West Virginia is any example, 
they will probably be worse off. 
It is the second poorest state be-
hind Mississippi, with a popula-
tion that is 93 percent white and 
a per capita of less than $23,000. 
The statewide poverty rate is 
over 18 percent with some coun-
ties nearing 25 percent.

The current proposal out of 
the U. S. House of Representa-
tives’ budget committee gets 62 
percent of proposed budget cuts 
from the low and moderate in-
come programs. Food Stamps/
SNAPS would take a 20 percent 
cut! This size cut to food stamps 
will kick thousands of poor peo-
ple in rural coal country out of 
the program, and will substan-
tially increase food insecurity in 
these areas. Cuts to health pro-
grams for the poor, and reduc-
tions to education assistance will 
depress these areas even more. 
If the house budget passes, the 
people in coal country, who 
dreamed of Donald Trump be-
ing their savior, will once again, 
find themselves thrown under 
the bus.

Hugh P. Latham is a Jackson, 
Miss. native and now business 
owner In Greensboro, N.C. He is 
president of Centurion Systems, 
Inc. Part 1 of his series Why 
Donald Trump won the election 
can be read in the Nov. 17 Mis-
sissippi Link e-edition at www.
mississippilink.com.

In recent 
days, the me-
dia has been 
abuzz with 
s p e c u l a t i o n 
over cabinet 
appointments 

within the incoming Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump 
administration. Specifi-
cally, much talk has focused 
on Dr. Ben Carson and his 
announcement that he was 
not interested in serving in 
a cabinet post.

Observers have tried to 
read the tea leaves and read 
into some underlying story 
as to how Dr. Carson arrived 
at this decision and what it 
signals. However, they are 
missing the point.

I have known Dr. Carson 
and his family for 25 years. 
This is a man who possesses 
remarkable vision. He imag-
ined possibilities in his cho-
sen field of medicine and 
then made them a reality.

He was the youngest chief 
of pediatric neurosurgery 
in the United States at the 
age of 33 when appointed 
at Johns Hopkins Hospital 
in 1984. He has served on 
the boards of major com-
panies like Costco and Kel-
logg, received more than 60 
honorary doctorate degrees, 
numerous national merit ci-
tations, and was a recipient 
of the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom in 2008. And 
yet, arguably the most im-
portant trait that makes Dr. 
Benjamin Carson a fantas-
tic appointee for the cabinet 
position of the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) is his com-
passion.

Dr. Carson believes that 
whenever there is a con-
centration of people with 
a lot of poverty, it doesn’t 
matter what their race is. 
A multitude of conflict and 
the types of trouble we have 
seen over the past decade 
will continue if we aren’t 
able to carry out the mission 
of HUD. HUD’s mission to 
create “strong, sustainable, 
inclusive communities and 
quality affordable homes for 
all…improving the quality 
of life; build inclusive and 
sustainable communities 
free from discrimination.”

In recent years, Dr. Car-
son was called to serve, and 
he accepted the call by run-
ning for the presidency. He 
would have made an out-
standing president, but it 
was not to be. Part of what 
makes him so unique is his 
vision for what this country 
can achieve and how it can 
be shaped to reach its full 
potential.

Growing up in inner city 
Detroit and Boston, Dr. Car-
son has seen a lot of trauma 
and has spent a significant 
amount of time in neighbor-
hoods with various prob-
lems. He has also spent time 
ref lecting on the Obama 
Administration’s HUD rule 
designed to “desegregate” 
housing by withholding 
funds from communities 
that fail to further their 
projects “affirmatively fur-
ther” fair housing. 

He has written: “The new 
rule would not only condi-
tion the grant of HUD funds 
to municipalities on build-
ing affordable housing as 
is the case today, but would 
require that such affordable 
housing is built primarily 
in wealthier neighborhoods 
with few current minority 
residents and that the new 
homes be aggressively mar-
keted to minorities.

In practice, the rule would 
fundamentally change the 
nature of some communi-
ties from primarily single-
family to largely apartment-
based areas by encouraging 
municipalities to strike 
down housing ordinances 
that have no overtly (or even 
intended) discriminatory 
purpose – including race-
neutral zoning restrictions 
on lot sizes and limits on 
multi-unit dwellings, all in 
the name of promoting di-
versity.”

Dr. Carson will continue 
to possess that vision and 
work toward its realization.

Running an agency of the 
government is a manage-
ment challenge that requires 
incredible organizational 
skills and expertise. The 
president entrusts his cabi-
net officials with enormous 
responsibility and looks to 
them to master the details 
and muster the men and 
women who work within 
their agencies to accomplish 
the objectives at hand.

I have no doubt that Dr. 
Carson would have met and 
exceeded any challenge set 
before him and done a fan-
tastic job. However, it’s im-
portant to keep in mind that 
you can hire management, 
but not vision. It’s a unique 
attribute that people either 
possess or not.

In the end, Dr. Carson 
will work tirelessly on be-
half of the American people, 
including those in our rural 
and urban communities to 
assure that all Americans 
have affordable, safe and 
quality homes.

Armstrong Williams is 
manager/sole owner of 
Howard Stirk Holdings I 
& II Broadcast Television 
Stations and the 2016 Mul-
ticultural Media Broadcast 
Owner of the Year. Read 
Armstrong’s  new book Re-
awakening Virtues, content 
on RightSideWire.com Be-
come a fan on Facebook and 
follow him on Twitter.

By Kia Soto
NNPA Newswire Guest Columnist

OPINION

If confirmed, Dr. 
Ben Carson Will 
lead HUD with 
compassion

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Why Donald Trump won 
the election - Part 2

Carson

This is why the judge in the Bill Cosby sexual 
assault trial must recuse himself immediately

By Hugh P. Latham
Special to The Mississippi Link

By Armstrong Williams 
NNPA Newswire Columnist
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EMPLOYMENT

Position Available 

Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. is seeking a Program Director of the 
Women Business Center of Mississippi (WBCM) managed by the Mississippi Mi-
nority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA), to serve female entrepreneurs throughout 
the state of Mississippi. 

Position Summary: 
Reporting to the CEO of the Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. (MMBA), 
the Program Director will have overall strategic and operational responsibility for 
WBCM’s staff, programs, expansion and execution of its goals and milestones in 
accordance with the direction and policies established by the MMBA. 

Responsibilities: 
Leadership, Management & Administration 
• Ensure ongoing local programmatic excellence, rigorous program evaluation 
and consistent quality of finance and administration, fundraising, communica-
tions, and systems; recommend timelines and resources needed to achieve the 
strategic goals. 
• Actively engage and energize WBCM volunteers, board members, event com-
mittees, alumni, partnering organizations, and funders. 
• Lead, coach, develop and retain WBCM’s existing partnership team. Ensure 
effective systems to track progress and regularly evaluate program components, 
so as to measure successes that can be effectively communicated to the CEO of 
the MMBA and its Board of Directors and funders. 
• Provide general oversight of all WBCM activities, manages the day-to-day op-
erations, and ensures a smoothly functioning, efficient organization. 
• Ensures program quality and organizational stability through development and 
implementation of standards and controls, systems and procedures, and regular 
evaluation. 
• Specifies accountabilities for management personnel (whether paid or volun-
teer) and evaluates performance regularly. 
• Research and recommend most economical and beneficial solutions for Em-
ployee Benefit Package. • Ensures a work environment that recruits, retains and 
supports quality staff and volunteers. Ensures process for selecting, develop-
ment, motivating, and evaluating staff and volunteers is followed. 

Financing 
• Promotes programs and services that are produced in a cost-effective manner, 
employing economy while maintaining an acceptable level of quality. 
• Oversee the fiscal activities of the organization including budgeting, reporting 
and audit. 
• Works with the CEO of the MMBA to ensure financing to support short and 
long-term goals. 
• Manage organization’s budget, in partnership with CEO of the MMBA, Board 
Treasurer and Board ChairNice-Chair. 

Fundraising & Communications 
• Research and create on-going ideas for generating revenue (i.e. both long-term 
and short term, with an immediate emphasis on short term). 
• Expand local revenue generating and fundraising activities to support existing 
program operations and regional expansion. 
• Deepen and refine all aspects of communications, from web presence to exter-
nal, relations with the goal of creating a stronger brand. 
• Seek funding from corporations, agencies, foundations and other funding sourc-
es. 
• Use external presence and relationships to garner new opportunities. 

Community Relations 
• Facilitates the integration of WBCM into the fabric of the community by using 
effective marketing and communications activities. 
• Acts as an advocate, within the public and private sectors, for issues relevant to 
WBCM, its services, and constituencies. 
• Listens to clients, volunteers, donors, and the community in order to improve 
services and generate community support and involvement. 

Additional responsibilities may be defined during the course of employment. 

Physical Demands/Working Conditions: 
• This position has full responsibility for WBCM operations. Handles detailed, 
complex concepts and problems, balances multiple tasks simultaneously, and 
makes rapid decisions regarding administrative issues. 
• Plans and implements programs. Establishes strong and appropriate relation-
ships with the MMBA Board of Directors, committees, volunteers, staff, funders, 
and clients. 
• Develops smooth and constructive relationships with executive colleagues, out-
side agencies, organizations and individuals. 
• Plans and meets deadlines. Maintains a flexible work schedule to meet the 
demands of executive management. Hours may be irregular. 
• Conveys a professional and positive image and attitude regarding WBCM and 
demonstrates commitment to continued professional growth and development. 

Qualifications: 
A Bachelor’s Degree is required with a minimum of 5 years’ experience in pro-
gram management. Demonstrable experience and other qualifications include: 
• Unwavering commitment to quality programs and data-driven program evalu-
ation. 
• Excellence in organizational management with the ability to coach staff, man-
age, and develop high-performance teams, set and achieve strategic objectives, 
and manage a budget. 
• Strong marketing, public relations, and fundraising experience with the ability to 
engage a wide range of stakeholders and cultures. 
• Strong written and verbal communication skills: a persuasive and passionate 
communicator with excellent interpersonal and multidisciplinary project skills. 
• Action-oriented, entrepreneurial, adaptable, and innovative approach to busi-
ness planning. 
• Ability to work effectively in collaboration with diverse groups of people. 
• Passionate, integrity, positive attitude, mission-driven, and self-directed. 

How to apply: 
Interested candidates should submit a letter of interest with salary expectations 
and an updated resume to smichaelmmba.us. Resumes accepted until 5:00 P.M. 
on Tuesday, January 10, 2017. 

12/15/2016 12/22/2016 12/29/2016 1/05/2017

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
CREATING A MUNICIPAL RESERVE FUND

WHEREAS, the governing authorities of the City of Jackson are charged with 
the obligation to create a balanced municipal budget and to protect and pre-
serve the municipal coffers; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi finds that it would be in 
the best interest of its citizens that a Municipal Reserve Fund be officially cre-
ated through local law; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Reserve Fund will be 7.5% of the adopted General 
Fund of the operating revenues. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi as follows, to-wit: 

SECTION 1. 
A special account is hereby created in the City of Jackson’s Municipal Budget, 
and shall be referred to as the “Municipal Reserve Fund”. The purpose of the 
Municipal Reserve Fund is to serve as a measure of the financial resources 
available in a governmental fund for unrestricted fund balance revenues above 
the formal policy requirement set forth in the Municipal General fund Unrestrict-
ed Fund Balance. Municipal Reserve Fund is used to describe the net position 
of governmental funds calculated in accordance with Generally Accepted Ac-
counting Principles (GAAP). This fund shall be used for the purpose for which 
it was created, and no other funds shall be placed and/or commingled in the 
special fund. 

SECTION 2. 
Adopted revenues received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, above the for-
mal policy requirement set forth in the Municipal General fund Unrestricted 
Fund Balance shall be placed in the Municipal Reserve Fund. Use of said 
funds is prohibited as a funding source for ongoing recurring expenditures. 

SECTION 3.  
All expenditures and/or removal of funds from the Municipal Reserve Fund 
shall be approved by the governing authorities in a duly called meeting, and 
said action shall be expressly stated and spread across the official minutes of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

SECTION 4.  
This ordinance shall be in effect thirty (30) days from and after its passage. 
Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Priester second-
ed. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Stokes. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by 
the City Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of November, 2016, and 
recorded in Minute Book “6K”, pages 184-185. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 8th day of December, 
2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

12/15/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE AMENDING DECENNIAL REDISTRICTING ORDINANCE 
APPROVED BY THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 4, 

2012, BY CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR PRECINCT #82
LOCATED WITHIN HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT #1

WHEREAS, the Jackson, Mississippi City Council approved a redistricting ordi-
nance on September 4, 2012, pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-7(4)(c) 
of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended; and 

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended, 
authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within the state of Missis-
sippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient number of voting 
precincts of such size and location as is necessary with the same number of poll-
ing places necessary to accommodate the electorate; and 

WHEREAS, on or about March 27, 2014, at the request of the Hinds County 
Election Commission, the Hinds County Board of Supervisors moved the Coun-
ty’s polling place for Precinct #82 in Hinds County District 1 (“Precinct #82”) from 
North Jackson Elementary School, 650 James M. Davis Drive, Jackson, Mis-
sissippi 39206 to Hanging Moss Church of Christ, 5225 Hanging Moss Road, 
Jackson, Mississippi 39206; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of this move, Precinct #82 was relocated to Hanging Moss 
Church of Christ, 5225 Hanging Moss Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206; and 

WHEREAS, the best interest of the citizenry of the City, specifically those accus-
tomed to voting in both City and County elections, would be served by mirroring 
the County’s move; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that ap-
proval of this ordinance is necessary to ensure uniformity of precincts and polling 
places in the County of Hinds, Mississippi and for ease of voting by the electorate. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Jackson: 

SECTION 1. 
The polling place for Precinct #82 formerly located at North Jackson Elementary 
School, 650 James M. Davis Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 is now moved to 
Hanging Moss Church of Christ, 5225 Hanging Moss Road, Jackson, Mississippi 
39206 in order to mirror the County’s polling places to accommodate the City’s 
electorate and better facilitate the holding of elections. 

SECTION 2. 
This Ordinance shall become effective, pursuant to Mississippi state law, thirty 
(30) days from and after passage. 

Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Stokes. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of 
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify 
that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City 
Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of November, 2016, and recorded 
in Minute Book “6K”, pages 186-187. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 8th day of December, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

12/15/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE AMENDING DECENNIAL REDISTRICTING ORDINANCE 
APPROVED BY THE JACKSON CITY COUNCIL ON SEPTEMBER 4, 

2012, BY CHANGING THE POLLING PLACE FOR PRECINCT #81
LOCATED WITHIN HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT #1 

WHEREAS, the Jackson, Mississippi City Council approved a redistricting ordi-
nance on September 4, 2012, pursuant to the provisions of Section 21-8-7(4)(c) 
of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended; and 

WHEREAS, Section 23-15-557 of the Mississippi Code (1972), as amended, 
authorizes the governing authorities of a municipality within the state of Missis-
sippi in their discretion to divide the municipality into a sufficient number of voting 
precincts of such size and location as is necessary with the same number of poll-
ing places necessary to accommodate the electorate; and 

WHEREAS, on or about March 27, 2014, at the request of the Hinds County Elec-
tion Commission, the Hinds County Board of Supervisors moved the County’s 
polling place for Precinct #81 in Hinds County District 1 (“Precinct #81”) from Cal-
loway High School, 601 Beasley Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 to Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church, 655 Beasley Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of this move, Precinct #81 was relocated to Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church, 655 Beasley Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206; and 

WHEREAS, the best interest of the citizenry of the City, specifically those accus-
tomed to voting in both City and County elections, would be served by mirroring 
the County’s move; and 

WHEREAS, the governing authorities for the City of Jackson believe that ap-
proval of this ordinance is necessary to ensure uniformity of precincts and polling 
places in the County of Hinds, Mississippi and for ease of voting by the electorate. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Jackson: 

SECTION 1. 
The polling place for Precinct #81 formerly located at Calloway High School, 601 
Beasley Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 is now moved to Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church, 655 Beasley Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206 in order to 
mirror the County’s polling places to accommodate the City’s electorate and bet-
ter facilitate the holding of elections. 

SECTION 2. 
This Ordinance shall become effective, pursuant to Mississippi state law, thirty 
(30) days from and after passage. 

Council Member Priester moved adoption; Council Member Stamps seconded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Stokes. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian of 
records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, certify 
that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed by the City 
Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of November, 2016, and recorded 
in Minute Book “6K”, pages 186-187. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 8th day of December, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

12/15/2016

Help Wanted/Drivers 
Drivers: Sign-On Bonus & Paid Orientation!

Low-cost Insurance, Holiday & Vacation 
Pay, 401k, CDL Class-A Call to start your 

career with Averitt: 855-779-2818 

12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/28/2016

Help Wanted/Drivers
Drivers: $4,000 Orientation Completion Bonus!

Unique Dedicated Fleet! 
Excellent Mid-$60’s Annual Pay, Full Benefits!

1yr Class-A CDL Call: 1-855-856-7985

12/8/2016, 12/15/2016, 12/22/2016, 12/28/2016

Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING

ZONING CASE NO. 3957

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the 
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115 
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected 
thereby, that Emily Tschiffely & Benjamin Ky Johnson has filed with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a rezoning from a Rezon-
ing from C3 (General) Commercial District to  NMU-1 (Neighborhood) Mixed-Use 
District  to allow for a dwelling unit in a mixed use building in a NMU-1 (Mixed 
Use)  District for property located at 835 N. President St., in the First Judicial 
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

Parcel 1 & 2: S ½ of 10 acre lot 8 North, H.C. Daniels map of 1875, said property 
being more particularly described as follows, to-wit:

Parcel One:
That certain lot or parcel of land having a frontage of fifty (50) feet on the west 
line of North President Street, running back the distance of one hundred and sixty 
(160) feet, and having rear width on its west line of forty-nine (49) feet, being the 
same land as that recorded in Book 322, page 370 of the Land Deed Records of 
the First District of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi.

Parcel Two:
That certain parcel or strip of land adjoining the above lot and immediately to the 
north thereof and having a frontage of two and one-half (2) feet on North Presi-
dent Street and a depth of one hundred and fourteen (114) feet, being the same 
land as that recorded in Book 329, page 52 of the Land Deed Records of the First 
District of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew 
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. Presi-
dent Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 21, 
2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both 
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which 
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of 
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property 
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Adminis-
trator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or 
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for 
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 29th day of November 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

12/1/2016, 12/15/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE 

ZONING CASE NO. 3958

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by 
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way 
affected thereby, that Wanda Latham has filed with the Planning Board for 
the City of Jackson, an application requesting a  2.06 acre Variance from 
the  minimum three (3) acre requirement for personal care facilities that ex-
ceed thirteen (13) residents within a C-3 (General) Commercial District on 
property located at 855 South Plaza (Parcels 215-142 and 215-165). in the 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly 
described as:

PARCEL A: Start at a point on the West line of Waltham Subdivision on the 
South side of Raymond Road as now laid out and improved; said point being 
the Northwest corner

Of Lot 4, Oakwood Terrace Subdivision, a plat of which is of record in Plat 
Book 4, Page 86, of the records of plat in the office of the Chancery Clerk, 
First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi, thence East along the South 
boundary of Raymond Road a distance of 420.4 feet To an iron pin in the 
Southwest  corner of South Plaza Drive and Raymond Road; thence turn To 
the right through an angle of 90 degrees and run Southerly a distance of 150 
feet to the Point of beginning of the property herein conveyed; thence turn to 
the right through an angle of 90 degrees and run Westerly a distance of 117.5 
feet; turn thence to the left through  an angle Of 90 degrees and run Southerly 
a distance of 50 feet; turn thence through  an angle of 90 degrees And run 
Easterly a distance of 117.5 feet to the West  boundary of South Plaza; turn 
thence through  An angle Of 90 degrees and run Northerly along the West 
boundary  of South Plaza a distance of, 50 Feet  to the point  of beginning.  
Said property being a part of Lots 6, 7 and 8, Oakwood Terrace Subdivision, 
according to Plat Book 4, Page 86, in the office of the Chancery Clerk of the 
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi. 

Parcel B: A part of Block D, South Central Commercial Park, a plat of which 
is on record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of 
Hinds County, Mississippi, in Plat Book 19, page 22, described as follows, 
to-wit: Begin at a point on the West side of South Plaza a distance of 200 
feet South from  the Southwest Corner of South Plaza and Raymond Road;  
thence West along  the South boundary  of property Previously conveyed to 
Arthur  J. Godfrey, Robert R. Bassett, and Leslie P. Pitts, a distance of 117 
feet, More  or less, to a service drive, thence South along  the East bound-
ary of the service drive a distance of 5 feet; turn left  through  an angle of 90 
degrees and run Easterly a distance of 117 feet, more or less To the West 
boundary  of South Plaza; turn  thence to the left through an angle of 90 de-
grees and run Northerly along the West boundary  of South Plaza  a distance 
of 5 feet to the point  of beginning.

Parcel C: A part of Block D, South Central Commercial Park, a plat of which 
is on records in the office Of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District 
of Hinds County, Mississippi, in Plat Book 19, Page 22, Described as follows, 
to-wit: Begin at a point on the West line of South Plaza, said point being 305 
feet South of the Southwest of the Intersection of the South line of Raymond 
Road with the West line of South Plaza; thence run Westwardly   parallel  to 
the Raymond Road and along the North  boundary  of property conveyed to 
Southern Pacific Lumber Company the distance of 117.75 feet to the East line 
of the service drive; run Thence Northwardly along  the East line of the service 
drive a distance of 100 feet to the south boundary of the property previously 
conveyed  to the Grantors herein; run thence Eastwardly  along the South line 
of the property previously  conveyed  to the Grantors herein a distance of 117 
feet, more or less, to the West boundary of South Plaza; run thence  South 
along the West boundary  of South Plaza a distance of 100 feet to the point  
of beginning.

AND

A parcel of land within a plat of land shown as Block “D” South Central Com-
mercial Park, as recorded in Plat Book 19 at Page 22 in the Office of the  
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi, all situated in The Northwest 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 17, Township 5 North, Range 1 
East, Hinds County, Mississippi.

EXHIBIT “B”

Commence at an iron pin marking the intersection of the West line of South 
Plaza and the South line of Raymond Road, as platted; run thence Southerly 
along the West line of South Plaza 305.0 feet to an iron Pin, said pin being the 
Point of Beginning; thence turn right through an angle of 90 degrees and run 
117.5 feet to an iron pin; thence turn left through an angle of 90 degrees and 
run 75 .0 feet to an iron pin; thence turn left through an angle of 90 degrees 
and run 117.5 feet to an iron pin; thence turn left Through an angle of 90 de-
grees and run 75.0 feet to the point of Beginning.

AND

A parcel of land lying and being situated in Block “D” of South Central Com-
mercial Park, a subdivision According to a map or plat thereof which is on file 
and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, 
Mississippi, in Plat Book 19 at Page 22, reference to which is hereby made 
in Aid of and as a part of this description, more particularly described as fol-
lows, to-wit: Beginning at a point 380 feet South of the Northeast corner of 
said Block “D”, from said Point of Beginning run thence West for a distance of 
117.5 feet to a point in the West line of said Block “D”, run Thence South along 
the West line of said Block “D” to the Southwest corner thereof; run thence 
East Along the North line of Green Place for a distance of 117.99 feet to the 
Southeast corner of said Block.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, De-
cember 21, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby 
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be 
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommenda-
tion to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by 
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be 
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof 
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 17th day of November 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

City of Jackson, Mississippi

12/1/2016, 12/15/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
CREATING A MUNICIPAL GENERAL FUND

UNRESTRICTED FUND BALANCE

WHEREAS, the governing authorities of the City of Jackson are charged 
with the obligation to create a balanced municipal budget and to protect and 
preserve the municipal coffers; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi finds that it would be in 
the best interest of its citizens that a Municipal General Fund Unrestricted 
Fund Balance be officially created through local law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Jackson, 
Mississippi as follows, to-wit:
 
SECTION 1. 
A special account is hereby created in the City of Jackson’s Municipal Bud-
get, and shall be referred to as the “Municipal General Fund Unrestricted 
Fund Balance”. The purpose of the General Fund Unrestricted Fund Bal-
ance is to serve as a measure of the financial resources available in a gov-
ernmental fund, and is used to describe the net position of governmental 
funds calculated in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Prin-
ciples (GAAP). This fund shall be used for the purpose for which it was cre-
ated, and no other funds shall be placed and/or commingled in the special 
fund. 

SECTION 2. 
Adopted revenues received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, shall be 
placed in the Municipal General Fund Unrestricted Fund Balance, with said 
minimum threshold remaining at a level no lower than 7.5% of the mu-
nicipality’s adopted revenues. Use of said funds is prohibited as a funding 
source for ongoing recurring expenditures. 

SECTION 3. 
All expenditures and/or removal of funds from the Municipal General Fund 
Unrestricted Fund Balance shall be approved by the governing authorities 
in a duly called meeting, and said action shall be expressly stated and 
spread across the official minutes of the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 

SECTION 4.  
This ordinance shall be in effect thirty (30) days from and after its pas-
sage. Council Member Stamps moved adoption; Council Member Priester 
seconded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Stokes. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian 
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City, 
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed 
by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of November, 
2016, and recorded in Minute Book “6K”, pages 185-186. 

WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this 8th day of December, 
2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

12/15/2016

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR
SERVICES FOR A FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE CONSULTANT

BY THE JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
PROJECT # 010-17

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals 
(“Proposal”) from government relations consultants (“Consultant”) with 
experience in the field of aviation, specifically airport operations, man-
agement, and development to represent JMAA with federal governing 
entities, industry trade associations, and key members of the aviation 
industry (“Services”).

The successful Respondent must have thorough knowledge of the legis-
lative and regulatory process as they support and impact the commercial, 
general and military aviation industries. The successful Respondent will 
have an established office in the Washington, District of Columbia met-
ropolitan area to ensure continued access to governmental and industry 
representatives. Respondents must be registered with the Secretary of 
the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives.

JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of 
JMAA, Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers 
International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208, 
until 3:00 p.m. central time on January 11, 2017 (the “Deadline”).

JMAA will not consider any Proposals received after the Deadline for any 
reason whatsoever. Information for Respondents relating to this Request 
for Proposals (“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the of-
fices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the 
RFP, General Information for Respondents, Information Required from 
Respondents and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain 
a copy of the Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting Ms. 
Robin Byrd, as follows:

Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109 
Attention: Robin Byrd, Procurement Manager
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 616
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: rbyrd@jmaa.com

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/

12/8/2016, 12/15/2016

LEGAL

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ESTABLISHING A SEPARATE FUND FOR THE MONIES RECEIVED 

FROM THE GRAND NUCLEAR STATION

WHEREAS, the City of Jackson, Mississippi receives approximately $1.6 
million every year from Grand Gulf Nuclear Station that has been placed 
in the General Fund to balance the budget; and 

WHEREAS, on October 4, 2016, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi 
agreed that at least 10% of that funding should be used for planning, 
infrastructure improvements, development, and emergency preparation; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi also agreed that 
funding should be used for emergency planning related to the Grand Gulf 
Nuclear Station evacuation route within city limits; and 

WHEREAS, costs associated with this fund include but are not limited to 
stakeholder engagement, a complete streets design, drainage improve-
ments, street resurfacing, and the composition and implementation of an 
emergency plan. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED all of the revenue received from the 
Grand Gulf Nuclear Station be placed into a separate fund, effective im-
mediately. 

Council Member Stamps moved adoption; President Hendrix seconded. 

Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps and Tillman. 
Nays- None. 
Absent- Stokes. 

ATTEST: 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodi-
an of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said 
City, certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance 
passed by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 15th day of No-
vember, 2016, and recorded in Minute Book “6K”, page 186. C WITNESS 
my signature and official seal of office, this 3- day of December, 2016. 

(SEAL) 
Kristi Moore 
City Clerk 

12/15/2016

LEGAL

Notice to Contractors/Sub-Contractors

Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area (”HFHMCA”), a Christian 
non-profit affordable housing ministry, is seeking qualified construction 
general contractors/sub-contractors and support services contractors in 
the following areas to support its construction of new homes in the City 
of Jackson.

General residential contractors and sub/contractors for framing, drywall, 
painting, electrical, HVAC, insulation, plumbing, roofing, tree removal, 
site prep, and foundation contractors.  Demolition services contractors, 
dumpster services, portable toilet services, site security services, home 
security alarm, termite treatment and engineering services.

Contracts may be bundled to cover up to 4 houses in the City of Jack-
son, with the possibility of an extension to cover one or more additional 
projects.

Qualifications:  All contractors and subs must provide current evidence 
of general liability and workers’ compensation insurance.  Licenses and 
bonds must also be submitted where required.

HFHMCA is an equal opportunity employer (M/F) (EOE).  Proposals are 
solicited from small, women and minority owned businesses and certified 
Section 3 businesses.

HFHMCA is a licensed contractor and is licensed by the Mississippi De-
partment of Banking and Consumer Finance, NMLS Number 283632. 

For information contact:
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area
615 Stonewall St.
Jackson, MS 39213
(601) 353-6060

12/15/2016
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-583-
0945

ENTRY LEVEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR CAREER. Get Trained - Get
Certified - Get Hired! Bulldozers,
Backhoes and Excavators. Immediate life-
time job placement. VA benefits.  1-866-
362-6497.
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. $500 -
$1,000 Incentive Bonus. No Out of
Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get Your CDL in 22
Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available.
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899-1293 EOE.
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-
231-8360. www.pews1.com 

GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months.  No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-215-
6713

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! Only
$39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/month Internet
(where available). FREE Streaming. FREE
Install (up to 6 rooms.) FREE HD-DVR.
CALL 1-800-319-2526.
ADVERTISE YOUR PRODUCT OR
SERVICE STATEWIDE in approximately
100 Mississippi newspapers by calling
Sue at Mississippi Press Services at 601-
981-3060. Nationwide advertising serv-
ice also available at similar rates. 

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health cover-
age changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800-
971-0493

OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  Only
4.8 pounds and FAA approved for air
travel!  May be covered by medicare.
Call  for FREE info kit:  888-964-0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

C o m p u t e r s

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e

A d o p t i o n

M i s c e l l a n e o u s
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Week of December 11, 2016

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

SHOUT
OUT!

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

DECEMBER 2016

Make the Mississippi Children’s Museum

YOUR NEW HOLIDAY TRADITION!
lights • music • snow • performances

traditions around the world • visits from santa

www.mschildrensmuseum.org
 601.981.5469  •  Jackson, MS

This project is partially funded through a grant by Visit Jackson.

Mississippi Forestry Association

sponsored by
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3.792 x 6 3.556 x 6

Mississippi Newspapers
At Top Of The Stack!

Though there is lots of competition, newspapers stack up
as the number one form of advertising that Mississippi
residents have used in the past month to make a
purchasing decision. (Pulse Research, June 2016)

It stacks up for smart business advertising to be 

where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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where people shop .... in Mississippi Newspapers!

Mississippi Press Services
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For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for RFPs
RFP 2016-12 - Network Switches for Elementary Schools

RFP 2016-13 - Uninterruptable Power Supplies (UPS) 
            for IDFs at Elementary Schools

RFP 2016-14 - Wireless Access Points & Installation

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfps will be received by 
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Busi-
ness Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 
p.m. (Local Prevailing Time) January 17, 2017, at which time and place 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees re-
serves the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to 
withhold the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days 
from the date rfps are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications 
may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, 
calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above ad-
dress or downloaded from our Jackson Public School District website at  
HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.  

12/8/2016, 12/15/2016



For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES 
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE 
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

Jackson State University 
held its 2016 Fall Commence-
ment exercises December 9 at 
the Lee E. Williams Athletic 
and Assembly Center when 
26 Tigers student-athletes re-
ceived their degrees and em-
barked on a new journey in 
their lives. JSU interim presi-
dent Dr. Rod Paige, who con-
ferred degrees to over 600 
graduates, encouraged the 
newly minted alums to be 
leaders.

“As a former football coach 
I can tell you this,” said Paige. 
“If you take what you have 
been given, you can either 
sit on the bench or get in the 
game.”

Ten sports were represented 
during the ceremony.

2016 Jackson State Univer-

sity Athletics Fall graduates:
Women’s Track and Field: 

Aniecia Brewster

Men’s Track and Field: 
Deshaun Allen

Football: Cornelius Hender-

son, Zavian Bingham, Alem 
Amores, Daniel Williams, 
Derrick Bobo, Joshua Bates, 

Vallemond German, Tre’ Jest-
er, Ben Thomas, James Reid, 
Christian Marshall.

Men’s Basketball: Chace 
Franklin, Raeford “Gator” 
Worsham, Kenneth Taylor

Women’s Basketball: Kay-
lan Hughes

Women’s Tennis: Akshatha 
Ananth

Softball: Allison Hervey
Soccer: Arriana Rieland, 

Rhae’Ven Ellis
Volleyball: Tamisha Barry, 

Jenna Siddiqui
Women’s Tennis: Karina 

Ono
Baseball: Anthony Strick-

lin, Kendal Davis
Auxiliaries: Gunnar White 

(Equipment)

Wyatt H. Sutton joined the 
MEAC in August 2016 as the 
assistant director of Compliance 
and Championships. As assis-
tant director, Sutton serves as the 
conference liaison to the MEAC 
member institutions, where he 
assists with eligibility and inter-
pretations of NCAA and MEAC 
rules, education and governance 
as well as the coordination of 
MEAC championships. He also 
serves as the MEAC’s Student 
Athlete Advisor Committee 
(SAAC) advisor.

Sutton comes to the MEAC 
after serving as the athletic aca-
demic counselor and compliance 
coordinator at Alcorn State Uni-
versity. In this post, he oversaw 
compliance and academic mat-
ters relating to both NCAA and 
SWAC initial eligibility for new 
student-athletes and continuing 
eligibility for returning and trans-
fer student-athletes, provided ac-
ademic advisement for baseball 
and softball student-athletes, as 

well as main-
tained compli-
ance website 
and produce 
the compli-
ance electronic 
newsletter.

Sutton was 
a graduate as-

sistant in athletics compliance at 
Jackson State University. In this 
post, he processed waivers for 
initial-eligibility for new student-
athletes and continuing eligibility 
for returning and transfer student-
athletes, monitored progress to-
wards degree completion, inter-
preted NCAA and Southwestern 
Athletic Conference (SWAC) by-
laws, rules and regulations for all 
eighteen intercollegiate athletic 
programs to coaches and staff, 
issued National Letters of Intent 
and financial aid agreements for 
prospective student-athlete as 
well as oversaw game day com-
plimentary ticket admissions. 
In 2016, he participated in the 
NCAA Emerging Leaders Semi-

nar (ELS).
As a student-athlete, Sutton 

was a walk-on catcher on the 
Tigers’ baseball team, 2010 – 
2015. His team won the 2012-
2013 and 2013-2014 SWAC 
tournament championships and 
the 2012-2013 and 2013-2014 
teams earned bids to the NCAA 
baseball tournament. The 2013-
2014 team won in the first-round 
of the NCAA baseball tourna-
ment against the No.1 team in 
the country, Louisiana-Lafayette, 
Ragin’ Cajuns.

Sutton, a native of Jackson, 
a product of Jackson Public 
Schools (JPS) – Jim Hill High 
School, earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in civil engineering (2014) 
and master’s degree in sports sci-
ence management (2016) both 
from Jackson State University. 
He is a member of the National 
Association for Athletic Compli-
ance (NAAC).

Sutton is the son of BoNita L. 
Harris, and currently resides in 
Norfolk, VA.

26 student-athletes graduate 
during 2016 Fall Commencement

Sutton named assistant director of MEAC 
Compliance and Championships

Sutton
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The Capital Club in Jack-
son was the venue for the 
Mississippi Minority Busi-
ness Alliance’s (MMBA) 
annual luncheon December 
8 at 11:30 a.m. The theme 
for the luncheon was “Mis-
sion Possible: Forming 
Partnerships between Mi-
nority Businesses, Commu-
nity, Corporations and Pub-
lic Sector.

The speaker for this occa-
sion was Haley Fisackerly, 
president and CEO, Entergy 

Mississippi, Inc. He was 
introduced by Jean Jacobs, 
MMBA board member and 
director of Supplier Diversi-
ty for Entergy. Jacobs stated 
that Fisackerly was a great 
advocate for supply diver-
sity at Entergy for the state 
of Mississippi.

Fisackerly said he ap-
preciates the partnership 
because MMBA is a venue 
that helps connect Enter-
gy to diverse vendors and 
suppliers in the state and 
that the success of Entergy 
hinges on the success of the 

community it serves.
Shellie Michael, CEO of 

MMBA was very pleased 
with the luncheon. She stat-
ed that the primary mission 
of MMBA is to enhance op-
portunities for minority and 
women-owned businesses 
and that Fisackerly did a 
great job in emphasizing his 
commitment to the mission.

Chairman of the Board, 
Michael Walker, commend-
ed the entire board for the 
overall success of the lun-
cheon. Walker is director of 
external affairs, AT&T.

MMBA, Inc. hosts annual 
luncheon at Capital Club
By Jackie Hampton
Publisher 
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BOOK REVIEW:
“BELIEVING IN 
MAGIC”
BYCOOKIE JOHNSON WITH DENENE MILLNER
  C.2016, HOWARD BOOKS
  $26.00 / $35.00 CANADA  •  272 PAGES

How did Jackie Kennedy feel in the wake of her hus-
band’s assassination in Dallas November 22, 1963? That 
is the question explored in Jackie, a picture which paints 
a perceptive portrait of Camelot’s First Lady by speculat-
ing about her mental state during the days immediately 
following the assassination of JFK (Caspar Phillipson). In 
that regard, this behind-the-scenes biopic is rather remi-
niscent of The Queen (2006) which presumed to provide 
a fly-on-the-wall’s perspective of the goings-on inside 
Buckingham Palace after the untimely death of Princess 
Diana.

Directed by Pablo Larrain (Neruda), Jackie stars Acad-
emy Award-winner Natalie Portman (for Black Swan) in 
the title role. Portman is likely to garner another Oscar 
nomination for her very convincing impersonation of the 
readily-recognizable legend. For, she manages to repli-
cate certain expected staples of the Jackie Kennedy ico-
nography, such as the whispery voice and the pillbox hat, 
while simultaneously plumbing the depths of her compli-
cated soul.

Consequently, we get a sense of the familiar public fig-
ure’s internal angst in a variety of situations, such as when 
she had to break the news of their father’s death to Car-
oline (Sunnie Pelant) and John-John (Aiden and Brody 
Weinberg). Or when she was being given the bum’s rush 
out of the White House by incoming Lady Bird Johnson 
(Beth Grant), who was already thinking about replacing 
the drapes before JFK had been buried.

Fortunately, Jackie did have a shoulder to cry on in her 
hour of need. No, it was not brother-in-law Bobby (Peter 
Sarsgaard) who thought of her as a “silly, little debutante,” 
but the Catholic priest (John Hurt) who served as her con-
fidant and confessor. He helped Jackie summon up the 
strength and courage to accompany her husband’s casket, 
by foot, in the funeral procession down Pennsylvania Av-
enue, despite fears of a copycat assassin.

Her faith faltering, Jackie freely admitted that, “I 
think God is cruel.” She even wondered aloud whether 
she might have been better off marrying “an ordinary, 
lazy, ugly man.” And while Jackie desperately grasps at 
straws to make sense of her unspeakable nightmare, the 
most comforting words her supportive cleric can find are 
“There are no answers in man’s search for meaning.”

A bittersweet docudrama effectively echoing the lyr-
ics from the classic show tune Jackie identified as JFK’s 
favorite, a week after his passing: “Don’t let it be forgot, 
that once there was a spot, for one brief shining moment 
that was known as Camelot.”

Excellent (4 stars)
Rated R for profanity and brief graphic violence
Running time: 99 minutes
Distributor: Fox Searchlight Pictures
To see a trailer for Jackie, visit: https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=g9pW3B8Ycc4
Kam Williams can be reached at kam_williams@hot-

mail.com.

For richer or poorer. For better 
or for worse.

If you’ve ever said those vows, 
you understand the solemnity and 
the promise they make; namely, 
that you’re in it for the long-haul, 
come what may, no matter what 
shakes. You promise to be there 
for good but, as in “Believing in 
Magic” by Cookie Johnson (with 
Denene Millner), it’s also in sick-
ness and in health.

Earleatha “Cookie” Kelly “had 
no clue” who Earvin Johnson was 
when she sent off her application 

to Michigan State University. 
Her then-boyfriend, who was the 
jealous sort, mentioned “Magic” 
Johnson, but she was undeterred. 
Seriously, how would a girl from 
Detroit meet up with a college 
basketball star like that?

But that’s exactly what hap-
pened: like most MSU coeds, 
Kelly’s roommate had a crush on 
Johnson. It was inevitable that 
while the roomie chased after a 
chance to be in the presence of 
the b-baller, Kelly would meet 
him and catch his eye.

Thus started a dozen-year, on-
again, off-again relationship in 

which Kelly often didn’t know 
where she stood. They both hat-
ed to be controlled, which led to 
arguments, splits and reconcilia-
tions. He asked her to marry him 
three times and then broke the 
first two engagements; he tried 
to break the third but she called 
his bluff, they were married 
quick in a beautiful wedding he 
insisted on having, and she took 
his name.

Less than two months after 
their nuptials, Magic called his 
new bride while on the road. 
She was pregnant with their first 
child; he told her they needed 

to talk. Her mind raced, but 
it couldn’t prepare her for the 
truth: Magic Johnson was HIV-
positive.

Back in 1991, Johnson says, 
HIV was a “death sentence,” but 
Magic decided that he wouldn’t 
hide it; as a straight man, he 
wanted people to know that 
AIDS was not a “gay person’s 
disease.” The Johnsons feared 
for their unborn baby, endured 
rumors, shunned paparazzi and 
lost friends. Still, Johnson took 
her vows seriously and relied on 
her faith in God to keep her calm 
then, and in the days to come…

As memoirs go, “Believing in 
Magic” is okay. Nor horrid. Not 
stellar.

Author Cookie Johnson’s book 
(with Denene Millner) starts out 
with a bang and an announce-
ment that no newlywed dreams 
of hearing. It then reverts to a 
long story of a relationship that 
surely took enormous patience to 
endure, but it’s a tale that could 
have used a heavier editorial pen 
and fewer recreated conversa-
tions.

Fortunately, it gets better: the 
winning part of this book is in its 
latter half. There, Johnson shares 

a bit about life with an HIV-
positive spouse and his ongoing 
health issues, she writes about 
learning of their son’s sexuality, 
and accepting their daughter’s 
search for her birth family.

I could have used more like 
that half of the book, and less of 
the overly-told early years, but 
that’s just me. Overall, I think 
“Believing in Magic” is at least 
worth a try; you’ve probably 
read better, you’ve probably read 
worse.

Terri Schlichenmeyer can be 
reached at bookwormsez@ya-
hoo.com.

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Film Review
Jackie

Portman channels Jackie Kennedy
A perceptive portrait of iconic First Lady

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

By Kam Williams
Columnist

Crossword Puzzle

DOWN
1. Fencing sword
2. Teenage group
3. Upon
4. Title of respect
5. Ocean
6. Huge
7. From Asia
8. Duck
10. Unbelievers
16. Resounded
18. Street (abbr.)
19. Horse race state (abbr.)
20. Cycle
21. Behind
22. Flightless birds
24. American Civil Liberties Union 
       (abbr.)
25. Dregs
26. For fear that
28. Bard’s before
30. Bad (prefix)

ACROSS 
1. Freudian selves
5. Stave
9. Terror
11. Alleviate
12. Entrance
13. Opera solo
14. Self-esteem
15. Nebraska (abbr.)
17. Young lady
18. Revolt
20. Irregular
22. Extremely high frequency 
      (abbr.)
23. Scale note
24. Brand of laundry detergent
27. Spouse
29. Host
31. Consumer
32. Glens
33. Shriveled
34. Crave
© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Robert Kennedy

© Feature Exchange



In Memorium
Joe Ligon

famed gospel singer dies at 80
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December 14 - 24, 2016

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE

RIBEYE
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$999

WHOLE

BONELESS
PORK  LOIN

PER  LB.

$149

FRESH

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

99¢

SAVE  ON

AQUAFINA  
WATER

32  PACK  HALF  LTR.  BTLS.

$499

ASSORTED  FLAVORS

BLUE  BELL  
ICE  CREAM

HALF  GAL.  ROUND

2/$10

MISSISSIPPI

SWEET
POTATOES

2  LB.S

89¢

STUFFED  OR  RISING  CRUST

DIGIORNO  
PIZZAS
1  LB. ....................................... 

2/$5
PIGGLY  WIGGLY

CRESCENT  ROLLS
8  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$3
KRAFT

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ. .................................... 

2/$5
KRAFT

PHILADELPHIA
CREAM  CHEESE
8  OZ.  ....................................... 

2/$3
DAISY

SOUR  CREAM
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

$179

MINUTE  MAID 

ORANGE  JUICE
59  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$5
FRESH  FROZEN

BABY  LIMA  
BEANS  
12  OZ.  ..................................... 

4/$5
SELECT  FROZEN

EDWARD  PIES
32 - 36  OZ.  ................................. 

$549

piggly wiggly

FRESH  RUSSET

POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$199

RED  DELICIOUS

APPLES
5  LB.  BAG

$399

CALIFORNIA  ICEBURG

LETTUCE
HEAD

$119

FRESH  CRISP

CELERY
STALK

89¢

FRESH  EXTRA  LARGE  GREEN

BELL  PEPPERS
EACH

2/$1

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

USDA  CHOICE

RUMP  
ROAST

PER  LB.

$249
BONELESS

FRYER
BREAST

PER  LB.

$159

FAMILY  PACK

BOTTOM
ROUND  STEAK

PER  LB.

$299
COOK'S  SHANK  PORTION

SMOKED
HAM

PER  LB.

$129

FAMILY  PACK

PORK
STEAK

PER  LB.

$129
COOK'S  BUTT  PORTION

SMOKED
HAM

PER  LB.

$149


