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Mandela the ‘last great
“We will work liberator of 20th century’
this out”
Dr. Cedrick Gray
to JPS bus drivers

By George E. Curry
NNPA Editor-in-Chief

Cain (right) interviews Gray outside Power APAC
By Othor Cain
Contributing writer
In an exclusive interview
with The Mississippi Link,
Dec. 11, Dr. Cedrick Gray,
superintendant for Jackson
Public Schools, discussed
how the district got to the
place it finds itself - with
transportation workers on
strike, asking for better
pay and the ability to guard
themselves from disruptive
students.
Gray reacted to rumors
that he received a $15,000
bonus and a new vehicle.
THE INTERVIEW….
MS Link: Dr. Gray, thank
you for giving us this exclusive. I appreciate your time
and your trust. I wanted to
ask first, how did we get to
this point?
Gray: I think it is important to take a full look
at where we are. If you
dial back one year ago today, we were in court with
the City of Jackson talking
about financial needs and
assessments; one-year ago
today we were approaching
the banks about refinancing
and restructuring our debt
so that we would not fall off
a fiscal cliff.
Twelve months really
isn’t a long time. However,
my research and Intel tells

me that it has been about
five years since anyone in
the district has received any
type of increase.
So we join those two facts
together and we meet here
where we have a school
system that is building itself financially again…; not
anywhere or way completely out of the woods, by no
means…. But also a school
system with employees that
haven’t been given some
sort of increase in a while.
MS Link: Dr. Gray, you
said your research showed
that it has been five years
since anyone in the district
has received some type
of pay increase, some bus
drivers are saying it has
been 10 years for them. Are
you aware of that?
Gray: No, I’m not aware
of that. I’m not sure how accurate that information is. I
depend on the financial records in our finance office
and they say to me it’s been
about five years.
I also depend very heavily
on our executive director of
Transportation who shared
the exact same information
that it has been five years.
MS Link: We did a quick

Bus drivers
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SOWETO,
South
Africa
President
Barack Obama
described Nelson
Mandela,
South Africa’s
first black elected president,
as “the last great liberator of
the 20th century” and thanked
the grieving nation for sharing
their beloved former leader
with the rest of the world.
Speaking Tuesday, Dec. 10,
2013 at a rain-soaked memorial service in Soweto attended by nearly 100 current and
former international leaders,
Obama said, “It is a singular
honor to be with you today, to
celebrate a life like no other.
“To the people of South Africa, people of every race and
walk of life - the world thanks
you for sharing Nelson Mandela with us. His struggle was
your struggle. His triumph
was your triumph. Your dignity and your hope found expression in his life. And your
freedom, your democracy is
his cherished legacy.”
Mandela died Thursday,
Dec. 5, at the age of 95 after
a long illness. The memorial
service kicked off a week of
celebrations that will culminate Sunday, Dec. 15, with his
burial in his ancestral village
of Qunu, in the Eastern Cape
region.
By coincidence, the memorial service fell on United
Nations Human Rights Day.
Obama used the occasion to
deliver stern words to leaders
who repress their own people
yet profess to admire Mandela, whom Obama mostly
referred to as Madiba, the former president’s Xhosa tribal
name.
“There are too many people
who happily embrace Madiba’s legacy of racial reconciliation, but passionately resist even modest reforms that
would challenge chronic poverty and growing inequality,”
President Obama said.

Mandela
“There are too many leaders who claim solidarity with
Madiba’s struggle for freedom, but do not tolerate dissent from their own people.
And there are too many of
us on the sidelines, comfortable in complacency or cynicism when our voices must be
heard.”
Like many U.S. civil rights
leaders, Obama drew a paral-

lel between Mandela’s struggle for majority rule in South
Africa and African-Americans’ struggle to overcome
slavery and Jim Crow laws
that treated blacks as secondclass citizens.
“We know that, like South
Africa, the United States had
to overcome centuries of racial subjugation. As was true
here, it took sacrifice - the

sacrifice of countless people,
known and unknown, to see
the dawn of a new day. Michelle and I are beneficiaries
of that struggle,” Obama said
to applause. “But in America,
and in South Africa, and in
countries all around the globe,

Mandela

Continued on page 2

New faith-based initiative against crime
launched in the wake of Destinee Ford killing

Jackson mayor and JPS chief issue statements
By Lonnie Ross
Online Editor
Jackson city councilman
Tony Yarber gathered with
some leaders of the community and various religious organizations at city hall on Dec. 6
to announce the formation of a
new faith-based alignment and
its city-wide plan to engage
the community in addressing
crime in Jackson.
A day after the tragic shoot-

ing death of 15-year-old Wingfield High School student Destinee Ford, Yarber, who is also
a pastor, revealed the strategy of Jackson’s Faith-Based
Alignment Against Crime.
“This is not an organization,” Yarber said, “It is an organism. We don’t do stuff, we
get stuff done. We need you to

JPS

Continued on page 6
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Ribbon cutting of Siemens’ new office in Jackson
By Jackie Hampton
Publisher

Inside

In spite of the cold temperature Tuesday, Dec. 10, Siemens along with the Greater
Jackson Chamber Partnership
hosted a ribbon cutting at 4
p.m. outside the new Siemens
office in Jackson at 1919
Lakeland Drive. Several local dignitaries, city employees and community business
leaders were present. The new
office will be the home to employees of the Siemens Building Technologies division.
Siemens has partnered with
the city of Jackson on many
crucial infrastructure projects,
including the recently begun
upgrades to the city’s water
and sewer system. The deci-

GM names 1st
woman to head
car company
Page 7

sion by Siemens to move an
office to the city of Jackson is
one that Mayor Chokwe Lumumba and Duane O’Neill,
president and CEO of the
Greater Jackson Chamber
Partnership, are very pleased.
O’Neill served as Master of
Ceremony. He complimented
Siemens on being such a great
corporate partner with the
city of Jackson. While waiting for the mayor to arrive,
O’Neill asked Robert Graham, president of the Hinds
County Board of Supervisors,
to speak. Graham welcomed
Siemens to the city and to the
county and commented on
their well respected name and
reputation.
Mayor Lumumba congratu-

Duane ONeill, Gary Grasshoff, Mayor Chokwe Lumumba, Peter Kamps, Earl Byrd, Socrates Garrett and Supervisor Robert Graham participating in ribbon cutting. PHOTOS BY TAMEKA GARRETT
lated Siemens for their move
into the city. He commented
on the large number of per-

Mandela
opponents try to
re-write history
Page 11

sons present at the ribbon
cutting and personally recognized Supervisor Graham

MOVIE REVIEW:
“Mandela: Long
Walk to Freedom”
Page 18

and several city employees:
Michael Davis, Department
of Economic & Business De-

Siemens

Continued on page 3

Share this issue with a friend
by mailing it to:

2 • the mississippi link

December 12 - 18, 2013

www.mississippilink.com

‘Outside the Protective Circle of
Humanity’: American style oppression
recalled in Scottsboro Boys case

Mandela
Continued from page 1

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

President Barack Obama waves as he arrives to speak at the memorial service for former South African president
Nelson Mandela at the FNB Stadium in Soweto, South Africa Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2013. AP Photo/Evan Vucci
we cannot allow our progress
to cloud the fact that our work
is not yet done….
“Over 30 years ago, while
still a student, I learned of
Mandela and the struggles in
this land. It stirred something
in me. It woke me up to my responsibilities - to others and to
myself - and set me on an improbable journey that finds me
here today. And while I will
always fall short of Madiba’s
example, he makes me want to
be better. He speaks to what is
best inside us.”
Mandela, a former amateur
boxer, gave his last public
speech in the soccer stadium
where the tribute was held.
Fittingly, the stadium is located in Soweto, a township
were blacks were forced to
live under apartheid and where
Mandela and Bishop Desmond
Tutu have homes.

Four U.S. present and former presidents attended the
memorial.
Accompanying
Obama on Air Force One were
former president George W.
Bush and his wife, Laura, and
former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. Former presidents
Bill Clinton and Jimmy Carter
also attended the memorial.
Among the speakers, U.N.
Secretary General Ban Kimoon told those in attendance
about Mandela, “He was more
than one of the greatest leaders of our time. He was one of
our greatest teachers. His baobab tree has left deep roots that
reach across the planet.”
Following in the footsteps
of Mandela is a tough act to
follow, as South African President Jacob Zuma has already
discovered. He and the ruling
ANC Party are unpopular because of a poor economy and

record economic inequality.
When Zuma rose to give the
keynote speech Tuesday, he
was widely booed. Some gave
the thumbs down sign or rolled
their wrists, a soccer gesture
for substitution.
“There is no one like Madiba. He was one of a kind,”
Zuma said, as the booing subsided. “Mandela believed in
collective leadership. He never
wanted to be viewed as a messiah or a saint. He recognized
that all of his achievements
were a result of working with
the ANC collective.”
Gen. Thanduxolo Mandela,
a relative who offered one of
the eulogies, said, “I am sure
Madiba is smiling from above
as he looks down at the multitude of diversity gathered
here, for this is what he strove
for - the equality of man, the
brotherhood of humanity.”

An exhibit of photographs
about the Scottsboro Boys case
wrapped up Friday, Dec. 6, at
Jackson State University with a
discussion of the role Jews played
in defending the nine young black
men accused of raping two white
women.
The gallery show, Outside the
Protective Circle of Humanity, is
a collection of black-and-white
photographs from the estate of
Fred Hiroshige, who was one of
six photographers allowed in the
courtroom during the retrial of
Haywood Patterson in Decatur,
Ala., in 1933. Some of the photos
are being displayed for the first
time.
Stuart Rockoff, head of the
Mississippi Humanities Council, spoke about why Jews were
compelled to become involved in
the case, which came to be an important episode in the struggle for
racial justice in the South. He said
a shared history of oppression,
discrimination and poverty were
key factors.
The Scottsboro case, he said,
received the most coverage of
any story in the Yiddish language
press and was highly covered in
English language Jewish press
as well. The men were sentenced
to death in Scottsboro, Ala., in a
trial many papers called a mockery. On appeal, the U.S. Supreme
Court granted them new trials in
Decatur.
“Papers decried the injustice of
the case and many made the connection between prejudice against
blacks and growing antisemitism
in America. If blacks were subject
to such injustice were Jews safe,”
said Rockoff, who joined the Humanities Council about a month
ago after spending 11 years with
the Institute of Southern Jewish
Life.
“While it involved blacks, the

An exhibit on the Scottsboro Boys trial on display at Jackson State University’s Johnson Hall. To right is photographer Fred Hiroshige. PHOTO BY
STEPHANIE R. JONES

case ultimately threatened Jews
and other minorities,” he said.
“Prosecutors even made explicit
references to the Jewishness of
the defense attorneys.”
In April 2013, the Alabama
House of Representatives unanimously passed a bill to set up a
procedure to pardon the Scottsboro Boys, 82 years after their
original convictions. The exhibit
was put together by the Mississippi Humanities Council and
the Margaret Walker Center at
JSU and housed at the Johnson
Hall Art Gallery. It closes Friday,
Dec.14.
Of the exhibit Rockoff said,
“They are stunning photos that
tell a story that needs to be remembered.” The discussion came
on the day Hanukkah ended and
guests were treated to the traditional Jewish holiday snack of
latkes (fried potatoes), and a game
of ‘dreidel’ was set up for play.
Charles Holmes, who has
taught constitutional law at JSU
and is knowledgeable about the
case, was impressed by the exhibit, noticing there were many
photos he had not seen before. “It
shows how justice in the South
was just so ridiculous,” he said.
There was a board positioned in
the exhibit gallery where visitors
were asked to write which photo

struck them most. The most listed
was a photo of a jigsaw puzzle jurors had finished during what was
supposed to be deliberations and
a Lionel train set displayed in the
courtroom.
Another was that of Patterson
hugging his mother. Then there’s
the image of a massive contingent
of the Alabama National Guard
protecting the Morgan County
jail.
The photos are a part of the permanent collection of the Morgan
County Archives and the exhibit
will return there when it leaves
Jackson. Photographer Hiroshige
was born in Hawaii and moved to
California at age 17, then made
his way to Decatur.
LaNeyca Harris, who works
with the museum, said the response to the exhibit has been
good with more than 200 people
coming through to view it. “They
are just amazed when they come
in and see the exhibit on the wall
and read about the case,” Harris
said.
“Recently, the young men were
pardoned so they can make the
connection that this is something
that happened in the 1930s and
learn details of the case.”
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at 601-260-4232 or srjones13@gmail.com.
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Siemens
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velopment; Vic Sexton, Business Outreach and Warren
Miller, Emergency Management. He expressed his gratitude for the presence of the
many chamber members with
special thanks to O’Neill and
Socrates Garrett, chairman of
the Greater Chamber Partnership. He said, “Socrates and
Dwane always bring a gang.”
He thanked the employees of
Siemens and told them he was
glad to have them be a part of
“one city, one aim, one destiny.”
The mayor complimented
Siemens on their new office
and said they are following
the rules by hiring Jacksonians. He said, “this is the kind
of courage and endeavor that
is needed as the city moves
forward.”
The mayor presented a
certificate of appreciation to
Gary Grashoff, Siemens zone
manager, for their commitment to economic growth.
Grashoff acknowledged his
appreciation for the recognition on behalf of Siemens.
O’Neill asked Garrett to
make comments and stated
even though Garrett’s term as
chairman of the Chamber will
soon be coming to an end they
want to keep him involved
and active after his term expires.
Garrett thanked the Chamber staff for the great job they
do, often responding to short
notices. He said he is looking
forward to the Mayor continuing to guide this city.
Garrett was involved in
helping Siemens see the merits of moving to Jackson. He
challenged Siemens to take
the mayor’s lead and hire minority firms, several of which
were present.
Peter Kamps, vice president, FBA Field Operations
Americas at Siemens traveled
from Chicago to be a part of
the ribbon cutting. During
the presentation of a special
Chamber award to Kamps,

Socrates Garrett presenting special Jackson Partnership Chamber award to Peter Kamps
Mayor Chokewe Lumumba addresses crowd with Siemens employees in background.

Garrett said his presence
demonstrated how committed Siemens is to the Jackson
community.
Kamps who said he was
expecting warmer weather in
Jackson, thanked Garrett and
the Chamber for the award
and said he was pleased that

Siemens could make such a
difference in a community.
Grassoff thanked the mayor, other dignitaries and everyone for being present.
The ribbon cutting was preceded by an inside tour and
reception hosted by Siemens
and the Chamber.

A
Siemens
employee,
Kathy Carussa, was asked
how she felt about the move
from Flowood to the Jackson
office. She responded, “I love
our new office. We have more
space, it’s much nicer, more
professional and we have better parking.”

Duane O’Neill serving as Master of Ceremony
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Bus drivers

JPS

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

search on pay for bus drivers in the metro area, and it
showed that although we are
the largest school district in
the area, our pay is lower.
What is the current rate of
pay for bus drivers in JPS?
Gray: The average rate of
pay is near $11 per hour. The
average salary and district
cost of benefits per driver is
$15,000. The average hours
worked per day are five. The
number of days worked and
paid each year is194.
If you do the math, the actual cost to the district per
driver is $15.46 per hour
per driver. That is rate of
pay, benefits and paid days
off. Now how that compares
to the other districts: some
of them don’t pay benefits,
some don’t pay days off and
some don’t pay five hours.
So it isn’t an apple to apples
comparison sometimes.
So when you see different
figures for different districts,
you have to ask the question:
how do they pay? You have
to peel the onion back. This
is our onion peeled back.
MS Link: We know that
you had two meetings Tuesday, Dec. 10, with bus drivers; one at the north transportation campus and the other
at the south transportation
campus.
We understand based on
some media reports that for
the drivers, those meetings
didn’t go as they had hoped.
What are your thoughts of
those meetings?
Gray: The goal of those
meetings was for me to clear
up some misinformation. We
had heard rumors about my
getting a $15,000 bonus and a
new vehicle. I told them in no
uncertain terms that wasn’t
true…; in fact that I wasn’t
even remotely interested in
a bonus and that I was more
than fine driving my 2010
Chevy with 91,000 miles.
But the other thing for me
was to share with them that I

am an employee of the School
Board, and I respond and react to the directions that the
Board gives me.
In this case, the Board gives
direction through its budget
and has said to me that I have
this amount of money and
that I must work within those
confinements.
I said to them that I’ve approached my bosses about
this budget and what the next
year looks like and the next.
We are making provisions,
but it takes time.
MS Link: There are those
who walked away from that
meeting who said you gave
little to no regard to their real
feelings in terms of where
they are…. They wanted closure and to move forward,
but you had a one-track mind
and came across very disconnected.
Gray: I must apologize if
I came across that way. Unfortunately, there are folk
that don’t believe that I am
human.
Like
everybody
else, the reality of this situation, the context of it is not
only emotional but also very
tense.
I’m being told by my folk
(staff) that I can’t negotiate. If you start answering
a bunch of questions, you
will start negotiating and put
yourself in jeopardy. But for
those who know me, know
that I’m not afraid of talking.
I’m very approachable. So
if I came across edgy or as if I
didn’t have their best interest
at heart, then again I apologize. Those were not my intentions. I just couldn’t field
a lot of questions.
MS Link: The district is in
testing season and preparing
for the holiday break. How is
the district dealing with the
students who are impacted by
this strike?
Gray: Through our telephone system global connect,
we are in touch with our parents. We are informing them

on testing and other things.
We are excusing tardiness but
not necessarily absences because we are testing.
Our attendance is up two
percent, which says to me
that parents do value education and what we are doing.
I do however understand that
we must bring this to a close,
we must wrap this up.
MS Link: In addition to
money being an issue for the
bus drivers, some also have
grave concerns about student
discipline. What is the district
doing to address this issue?
Gray: We’ve reviewed our
discipline plans on buses and
in the school buildings, and
we are beefing up wherever
there’s a need and trust me
there are some. It is a valid
concern and we are dealing
with that. I do know it will
take the entire community to
help with this. Studies show
that with parental involvement, behavior problems decrease.
MS Link: What are you
hoping that will come out of
your meeting with the Board
today?
Gray: I am hopeful that I
will get my marching orders
as it relates to the next steps.
We all have a job to do and
I clearly recognize that we
need to bring closure to this
situation. And I look forward
to being able to offer some
type of resolve soon.
MS Link: At the conclusion of today’s meeting (Dec.
11) there was no resolution
but discussions were had
about the next steps. Both
Gray and the board are working aggressively to find an
end to this strike.
Gray is expected to meet
with the bus drivers again on
Friday, Dec. 13.
You can watch the full interview with Dr. Gray on our
website, www.mississippilink.com, and look for the bus
driver’s point of view next
week.

New twists on a classic
holiday celebration

StatePoint
Did you know some of today’s most celebrated holiday traditions began in the
1920s? This decade became
well known as the golden era
of celebration, revelry and joy.
Channel the spirit of the
1920s, by adding twists to your
classic holiday celebration.
From food to music to wine,
there are plenty of stress-free
ways to bring the lighthearted
fun from this bygone era back
to your holiday party:
• Skip the flowers, and create
some drama with eye-catching
centerpieces of feather plumes
draped in long strands of faux

pearls. It’s a simple way to
give the room a classic look.
• For a real crowd pleaser,
fill the room with the smooth
sounds of Louis Armstrong,
Ella Fitzgerald and Billie Holiday. Or use the room as your
canvas to evoke the cozy atmosphere of a Norman Rockwell painting.
• Bring your celebration to
life with a vibrant wine that
fits every budget for under
$10. According to French law
and following a century-old
tradition, Beaujolais Nouveau
is released every year on the
third Thursday of November
with celebrations around the
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world.
The first wine of the harvest, Beaujolais Nouveau is
versatile and food-friendly
- the perfect wine for every
festive gathering. Traditionally served slightly chilled,
this fruit-forward wine will
please red and white wine lovers alike.
To add extra elegance to
your table, try a splash of
1920s style and serve the wine
in crystal glassware on etched,
vintage silver trays.
• For another fresh spin on
the classic taste of the Golden
Age, serve up this menu of
1920s-inspired dishes: curried
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Ward 6 City Councilman Tony Yarber speaks at the press conference, flanked by pastors, ministers
and community leaders.
leave your guns at the door.”
With pastors, ministers and
community leaders standing
with him, Yarber referenced the
death of Ford. He said it is “the
job of the faith community to
take back the streets that have
been lost to crime and to senseless gun violence.” “People doing crime don’t respect God,”
he said.
Yarber, who has children attending Wilkins Elementary,
located on the same block as
Ford’s murder, said the faith
community’s job is to instill
morality and respect. “Quite
frankly, I think those of us that
are here today understand that
her death is not the beginning
of anything. It needs to be the
end of things.”
The Jackson Police Department announced the morning
of the press conference that it
had arrested two suspects in
the shooting, Dennis Picket,
17 and Demonte Finch, 18, and
charged both with the murder
of Ford.
Ford died from a gunshot
wound after an afterschool
fight occurred around 4 p.m.
within a block from both Wingfield High School and Wilkins
Elementary School, according
to police.
Jackson Mayor Chokwe Lumumba issued the following
statement shortly after Ford’s
death:
“My heart is heavy to hear
that one of our youth has been
taken from this world due
to senselessn violence. My
prayers and deepest sympathy
are extended to the family and
friends of 15-year-old victim,
Destinee Ford who lost her life
to a recent shooting. We can
no longer stand for violence in
deviled eggs, chorizo-stuffed
mushrooms and cider glazed
roast turkey. For dessert, bitesized lemon cakes add a sweet
surprise everyone will love.
Try out this tempting twist
on the classic deviled eggs
recipe from the 1920s, a perfect pairing with Beaujolais
Nouveau.
Curried Deviled Eggs
Ingredients
• 6 eggs
• 3 tablespoons Greek yogurt
• 2 tablespoons mayonnaise
• 1 tablespoon lemon juice

our city. We must unite as one within our neighborhoods, our
schools, our churches, and all
across this city. We must unite
as one force to put a STOP to
the disease known as violence.
A disease that continues to cripple the life and vitality of our
city. We can no longer tolerate
our youth being slain for no
reason, or any other of our fellow Jacksonians being killed.
I’m urging us to act NOW- I’m
calling all state officials, all local law enforcement agencies,
all neighborhood associations
and concerned Jacksonians to
take a stand towards one aim
- to STOP this violent crime in
its tracks. My fellow Jacksonians, together we will transform
Jackson into a better city, and
we will march on towards a
better destiny.”
JPS Superintendent Cedrick Gray issued the following
statement:
“We are deeply saddened
about the tragic loss of our beloved Wingfield student, Destinee Ford. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to the family and
surrounding community. JPS
counselors are providing grief
counseling to students, faculty,
and staff as needed. I along
with the JPS family extend our
condolences to the grieving
family.”
Yarber, who made a request
for the public to participate and
get involved, announced Jackson’s Faith-Based Alignment
initiatives that will begin to
take place within the next few
days.
A social evangelism event is
planned for Dec. 14 from 10
a.m. to noon at New Horizon
Church. The event will feature
a rally, training and prayer. Yar• 2 teaspoons curry powder
• 1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
• 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
• Paprika, for garnish
Directions:
Place eggs in a saucepan
and cover with enough cold
water to cover the eggs by
two inches. Bring water to
a boil. Turn the heat to low,
cover, and cook for 1 minute.
Remove from heat, and still
covered, let rest for 12 minutes.
Gently crack the egg shells
and peel under cool running

Subscribe TODAY

ber is hoping for a turnout of
1,000 to 2,000 people who can
walk the streets and “shock and
awe.”
He said the social evangelism would include knocking
on doors, doing an assessment,
“doing follow up in the community and provide programming to meet needs through our
churches.”
Valerie Braylock of the Mississippi Alliance Against Poverty stepped to the podium
and also made a call for 1,000
people on the streets in this initiative.
Abram Muhammad, the state
minister for the Nation of Islam
endorsed the joint efforts of all
of the faith-based organizations. He said, “We must stop
spiritual gang-banging with
each other and model how the
community should be…I believe in putting feet to prayer…
We must let them know how
much we care.”
Through the Nation of Islam and its Internet technician,
Kimani Muhammad, on Dec.
14, said the Faith-Based Alignment is also introducing a “virtual hub” for the community
and the alignment.
According to Muhammad,
anyone will be able to access
names and information on a
website database about programs and services available to
help people. They also envision
the website to be a forum where
ministers of different faiths can
open up lines of communication, share ideas and organize events to show solidarity
against crime.
For more information on
Jackson’s Faith-Based Alliance Against Crime, call 769257-8382.

water, drying on paper towels.
Slice eggs in half lengthwise. Reserve whites on a
platter, and transfer the yolks
to a bowl. Using a fork, mash
yolks with all ingredients (except the garnish). Mix well,
and evenly spoon mixture
into whites. Sprinkle lightly
with paprika and serve.
Yield: One dozen deviled
eggs
Without fuss, you can put
a fresh twist on tradition this
holiday season and bring a bygone era of celebrations into
your own home.
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GM names Mary Barra ceo, Obama shakes hands
1st woman to head car co. with Cuba’s Raul Castro

By Tom Krisher
and Dee-Ann Durbin
AP Auto Writers

DETROIT - General Motors
picked Mary Barra, its product
development chief and a 33-year
company veteran, as its next CEO.
She will become the first female
head of a major U.S. car company.
GM said Tuesday, Dec. 10, that
Barra, 51, will replace Dan Akerson
on Jan. 15. Akerson, 65, chairman
and CEO, moved up his retirement
plans by several months because his
wife, Karin, is battling an advanced
form of cancer.
“I need to spend all my time and
energy in fighting this disease with
my wife,” Akerson said on a conference call with reporters. Akerson
had originally planned to stay into
the spring or summer.
Since February 2011 Barra has
held what many say is the most
important job at GM - senior vice
president for global product development. Barra, who joined GM in
1980, is currently in charge of design, engineering and quality for all
of GM’s vehicles across the globe
and has shepherded most of the
company’s recent new vehicle introductions.
Under her command, GM rolled
out brawny new full-size pickup
trucks, the Chevrolet Silverado and
GMC Sierra, and the Chevrolet Impala full-size car, which earned the
highest score for a sedan in testing
by Consumer Reports magazine. Its
quality scores also rose in surveys
conducted by J.D. Power and Associates. She also led development
of the new Chevrolet Corvette and
several new Cadillac models.
Akerson took over GM in September 2010, as the company prepared to go public about a year
after emerging from bankruptcy
protection. During his tenure GM
has made billions of dollars in profits and is sitting on $26.8 billion
in cash. Its profit margins in North
America are a healthy nine percent.
He and Barra have revamped GM’s
lineup of cars and trucks.
GM officially shed the derisive
moniker of “Government Motors”
when the government sold the last
of the GM shares it inherited as part
of a bailout in 2008 and 2009.
But Barra still needs to trim
GM’s costs and win over buyers
in markets such as India and South
America. One big step in getting
there: producing more vehicles that
can be sold in multiple markets,
such as the Chevrolet Cruze compact car.
The choice of Barra was unanimous, Akerson said, because of her

By Peter Orsi
The Associated Press

Barra
breadth of experience, management
and people skills and her understanding of GM’s operations. The
GM board considered only internal
candidates.
“This is an executive who has a
vision of where she wants to take
the organization,” he said, adding
that Barra took over product development when it was in chaos not
long after GM emerged from bankruptcy protection.
Akerson hinted at the move earlier this year when he told a women’s
business group in Detroit that a “car
gal” would run one of the Detroit
Three automakers someday soon.
But Akerson made it clear that
Barra was picked for her background and accomplishments, not
because of her gender.
“Mary’s one of the most gifted
executives I’ve met in my career,”
he said. “She was picked for her talent, not for her gender, not for political correctness.”
Barra, who grew up near Pontiac,
Mich., is the daughter of a die maker who retired from GM after 39
years. GM’s previous two CEOs,
Akerson and Ed Whitacre, came
from the telecommunications and
finance industries and lacked the
auto industry experience that Barra
has, said Erik Gordon, a professor
at the University of Michigan’s
Ross School of Business.
“There’s nobody with more years
of honest ‘car-guy’ credentials than
she has,” Gordon said. “She’s the
one to do the breakthrough,” Gordon said.
Women have held top positions
in auto marketing design and engineering, but never made it to the
CEO spot, Gordon said. “The fact
that none of them has run a major
car company makes no sense,” he
said.
The GM board decided to separate the positions of chairman and
CEO. Barra will get a board seat,

but director Theodore (Tim) Solso
will succeed Akerson as chairman.
Solso, a GM board member since
June 2012, is the former chairman
and CEO of engine maker Cummins Inc.
Barra started with GM as an
electrical engineering co-op student
when she attended what is now Kettering University in nearby Flint.
She previously ran GM’s human resources operations. Before that she
was a plant manager and executive
director of engineering. She holds a
master’s degree in business administration from Stanford University.
Barra was among four internal
candidates for the position, including Chief Financial Officer Dan
Ammann, North American President Mark Reuss and Vice Chairman Steve Girsky.
Ammann, 41, was named GM
president and will manage its regional operations worldwide.
Reuss, 50, replaces Barra as head
of product development and purchasing. Girsky, 51, will become
a senior adviser until he leaves the
company in April. He’ll stay on the
board.
Reuss will be replaced by Alan
Batey, 50, as North American president.
The change at the top comes a
day after the U.S. government sold
the last of its stake in GM. The government got 912 million GM shares
in exchange for a $49.5 billion bailout. The government ended up getting $39 billion of its money back,
leaving taxpayers short by $10.5
billion.
Detroit’s auto industry power
structure faces a year of change at
the top. Ford CEO Alan Mulally
is in the running to lead Microsoft
Corp. and could leave before his
planned departure sometime after
the end of 2014.
Shares of GM fell 30 cents, or 0.7
percent, to $40.60.

A look at 23 women CEOs
running Fortune 500 firms
The Associated Press
Mary Barra, who General
Motors named its next CEO,
will be the first woman to run
a major automobile maker.
She joins just 22 other female
CEOs among U.S. companies
in the Fortune 500. Here’s a
look at the exclusive club.
- GENERAL MOTORS
Annual revenue: $152 billion
Market value: $56 billion
CEO: Mary Barra, taking
over in January 2014
HEWLETT-PACKARD
CO.
Annual revenue: $112 billion
Market value: $52 billion
CEO: Margaret Whitman,
took over in September 2011
- IBM CORP.
Annual revenue: $105 billion
Market value: $193 billion
CEO: Virginia Rometty, took

over in January 2012
- PEPSICO INC.
Annual revenue: $65 billion
Market value: $127 billion
CEO: Indra Nooyi, took over
in October 2006
- ARCHER DANIELS MIDLAND CO.
Annual revenue: $89 billion.
Market value: $28 billion
CEO: Patricia Woertz, took
over in April 2006
- LOCKHEED MARTIN
CORP.
Annual revenue: $47 billion
Market value: $45 billion
CEO: Marillyn Hewson,
took over in January 2013
- DUPONT CO.
Annual revenue: $35 billion
Market value: $57 billion
CEO: Ellen Kullman, took
over in January 2009
- MONDELEZ INTERNA-

TIONAL INC.
Annual revenue: $35 billion
Market value: $60 billion
CEO: Irene Rosenfeld, took
over in June 2006 (company
was known as Kraft Foods at
the time)
- GENERAL DYNAMICS
CORP.
Annual revenue: $32 billion
Market value: $32 billion
CEO: Phebe Nokakovic,
took over in January 2013
- TJX COMPANIES INC.
Annual revenue: $26 billion
Market value: $44 billion
CEO: Carol Meyrowitz, took
over in January 2007
- XEROX CORP.
Annual revenue: $22 billion
Market value: $14 billion
CEO: Ursula Burns, took
over in July 2009
- DUKE ENERGY CORP.

HAVANA - It was the briefest of
moments, just seconds, two presidents shaking hands and exchanging pleasantries amid a gaggle of
world leaders together to honor the
late Nelson Mandela.
It would hardly have been
noteworthy, except the men locking hands in Johannesburg were
Barack Obama and Raul Castro,
whose nations have been mired in
Cold War antagonism for more than
five decades.
A single, cordial gesture is unlikely to wash away bad blood
dating back to the Eisenhower administration. But in a year that has
seen both sides take small steps
at improving the relationship, the
handshake stoked talk of further
rapprochement.
“On the one hand you shouldn’t
make too much of this. Relations
between Cuba and the United
States are not changing tomorrow
because they shook hands,” said
Geoff Thale, a Cuba analyst at the
Washington Office on Latin America, a U.S.-based think tank.
He contrasted the moment to a
2002 development summit where
then-Mexican President Vicente
Fox asked Fidel Castro to leave to
avoid having him in the same room
as U.S. President George W. Bush.
“What’s really striking here is the
contrast,” Thale said. “It’s a modestly hopeful sign, and it builds on
the small steps that they’re taking.”
Not everyone was so happy
about it.
“Sometimes a handshake is just
a handshake,” said Ileana RosLehtinen, a Cuban-American congresswoman from Florida who
until January 2013 was chair of the
House Committee on Foreign Affairs. “But when the leader of the
free world shakes the bloody hand
of a ruthless dictator like Raul Castro, it becomes a propaganda coup
for the tyrant.”
Obama and Castro’s encounter is
the first of its kind between sitting
U.S. and Cuban presidents since
Bill Clinton and Fidel shook hands
at the U.N. in 2000.
It came as Obama greeted a line
of world leaders on his way to the
podium for a speech at the memorial.
Obama also had a cheek-kiss for
Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff.
The two have clashed over reports
the National Security Agency monitored her communications, leading
the Brazilian leader to shelve a state
trip to the U.S. earlier this year.
In another potentially uneasy
exchange, Obama briefly greeted
Afghan President Hamid Karzai,
whose refusal to sign a security
agreement with the U.S. before
year’s end has irritated the administration.
Obama adviser Ben Rhodes said
the handshakes were not planned
Annual revenue: $20 billion
Market value: $49 billion
CEO: Lynn Good, took over
in July 2013
- AVON PRODUCTS INC.
Annual revenue: $11 billion
Market value: $8 billion
CEO: Sherilyn McCoy, took
over in April 2012
- SEMPRA ENERGY
Annual revenue: $10 billion
Market value: $22 billion
CEO: Debra Reed, took over
in June 2011
- GUARDIAN LIFE INSURANCE OF AMERICA
Annual revenue: $8 billion
Market value: Not available
(company is not publicly traded)
CEO: Deanna Mulligan, took
over in July 2011

US President Barack Obama shakes hands with Cuban President Raul Castro at the FNB Stadium in Soweto, South Africa, in the rain for a memorial
service for former South African President Nelson Mandela, Tuesday Dec.
10, 2013. (AP Photo) SOUTH AFRICA OUT
in advance and didn’t involve any
substantive discussion. “The president didn’t see this as a venue to do
business,” he told reporters traveling back to Washington aboard Air
Force One.
By shaking Castro’s hand,
Obama sent a message of openness
that echoes a speech he gave at a
Democratic fundraiser in Miami
last month.
“We have to continue to update
our policies,” he said then. “Keep in
mind that when (Fidel) Castro came
to power, I was just born. So the notion that the same policies that we
put in place in 1961 would somehow still be as effective as they are
today in the age of the Internet and
Google and world travel doesn’t
make sense.”
As president, Obama has lifted
limits on how often Cuban-Americans can visit family back on the
island, and how much they can
send home in remittances. He also
reinstated “people-to-people” cultural exchange tours to Cuba. The
result is more than a half-million
U.S. visitors to the island each year.
Cultural, sports and academic
exchanges have become commonplace. Just Monday, a huge ship
docked in Havana carrying hundreds of Semester at Sea students
under a U.S. government license.
But Obama has also argued that
Washington’s 51-year economic
embargo on Cuba should remain
in force, and his administration has
imposed tens of millions of dollars
in fines on international companies
for violating the sanctions.
Cuba’s imprisonment in 2009
of U.S. government development
subcontractor Alan Gross put relations back in a deep freeze. Gross
remains jailed, but this year Washington decided it would no longer
let the case stand in the way on areas of common interest.
The U.S. and Cuba have held
multiple rounds of talks on restoring direct mail service and immigration issues, with more scheduled
for January. Diplomats on both
sides report cordial relations and
call each other at home. The two
- CAMPBELL SOUP CO.
Annual revenue: $8 billion
Market value: $13 billion
CEO: Denise Morrison, took
over in August 2011
- MYLAN INC.
Annual revenue: $7 billion
Market value: $16 billion
CEO: Heather Bresch, took
over in January 2012
- INGREDION INC.
Annual revenue: $7 billion
Market value: $5 billion
CEO: Ilene Gordon, took
over in May 2009
- CH2M HILL COS.
Annual revenue: $6 billion
Market value: Not available
(company is not publicly traded)
CEO: Jacqueline Hinman,
taking over in January 2014

nations’ coast guards reportedly
work well together on things like
drug interdiction.
Perhaps most surprising, each
government has dodged developments that could easily have poisoned the waters.
When several Latin American
presidents critical of Washington
were practically tripping over each
other to offer asylum to NSA leaker
Edward Snowden, Raul Castro was
notably silent.
And when Cuban weapons were
found hidden underneath a shipment of sugar on a boat bound for
North Korea, in possible violation
of U.N. sanctions, Washington
made clear it would not turn it into
a bilateral issue.
Cuban state television broadcast images of Tuesday’s historic
handshake, as well as a snippet of
Obama’s speech. It did not, however, include his implicit criticism of
governments like Havana’s: “There
are too many who claim solidarity
with (Mandela’s) struggle for freedom but do not tolerate dissent from
their own people,” Obama said.
Obama made waves in 2009
when he shook hands with the
late Venezuelan president Hugo
Chavez, a strident critic of the
United States, at the Summit of the
Americas. That ultimately did little
to improve relations, and Venezuela
and the United States are without
ambassadors in each other’s capitals.
Washington and Havana are still
far apart on many issues: Gross, the
embargo, the U.S. Naval Base at
Guantanamo, Cuba’s record on human rights and democracy, to name
a few.
But some in Havana were optimistic the handshake may point to a
future Cuba-U.S. reboot.
“As a Cuban I’m shocked,” said
Ana Lidia Aguila, a 42-year-old
employee of the City Historian’s
Office. “I hope that relations grow
closer.”
AP White House Correspondent
Julie Pace in Johannesburg contributed to this article.

- GRAYBAR ELECTRIC
Annual revenue: $5 billion
Market value: Not available
(company not publicly traded)
CEO: Kathleen Mazzarella,
took over in June 2012
- GANNETT CO.
Annual revenue: $5 billion
Market value: $6 billion
CEO: Gracia Martore, took
over in October 2011
- FRONTIER COMNUNICATIONS CORP.
Annual revenue: $5 billion
Market value: $5 billion
CEO: Maggie Wilderotter,
took over in January 2006
- YAHOO INC.
Annual revenue: $5 billion
Market value: $39 billion
CEO: Marissa Mayer, took
over in July 2012
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JPS counselors raise money
for breast cancer awareness

JPS counselors pose for a photo in the shape of a ribbon to celebrate raise awareness to breast cancer.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
This year marks the second time the counselors of
the Jackson Public School

District have raised money
in support of breast cancer
awareness.
Last year, they donated

more than $400 to the Baptist
Health Foundation for Breast
Cancer Awareness. Their donation made it possible for at

least three women to receive
mammograms free of charge.
All of the 89 counselors
wore pink during the presen-

tation to show their united
support in combatting breast
cancer.
This year the JPS school

counselors donated more than
$500 to the Baptist Health
Foundation for Breast Cancer
awareness.

Key Elementary encourages involvement
of dads and male role models
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Fathers and father figures
joined students at Key Elementary for a Doughnuts with
Dads breakfast Nov. 8.
Fourth
grade
teacher
Charles Jackson delivered
words of encouragement to the
many students, dads, and male
role models in the audience.
Jackson compared the men to
stones leaving a lasting mark
in the lives of children. He
challenged the men to think
about the legacy, or “stone,”
that will mark the impact they
had on their children’s lives as
they grow older.
Dr. Mitchell Shears, executive director of Elementary Schools, and Fredrick
Nolan, coordinator of Watch
D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students), also spoke words of
inspiration during the breakfast.
Dr. Shears encouraged the
fathers to do their ABCs by

checking students’
attendance, behavior, and course performance.
The Key Elementary male choir sang
during the program.
Scholars from all
grade levels also
performed skits and
made oral presentations.
“Our male scholars know that academics come first
and that they are
somebody,”
said
Principal
Dionne
Woody. “Our boys
shared with their
father/father figure
that they are up for
the challenge to perform proficient/ad- Dads for Breakfast and Doughnuts for Dads promote the involvement of fathers at the school.
vanced on all assessments and compete the entire boys and girls of the school to
out-perform each other in their
year with female scholars.”
Woody has challenged the studies.

JPS ANNOUNCEMENT
We are deeply saddened about the tragic loss of
our beloved Wingfield student, Destinee Ford.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family
and surrounding community. JPS counselors are
providing grief counseling to students, faculty, and
staff as needed. I, along with the JPS family, extend
our condolences to the grieving family.
Cedrick Gray, Ed. D.
Superintendent
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Editorial: Solving the dropout, retention
and graduate rates in public schools
By Dr. Eldridge Henderson
Special to The Mississippi Link
(Part I in a series of retention
articles)
The Report of the National
Commission on Adult Literacy
said that education drives the
economy. Educators face a
choice in Mississippi and other
states. They can invest in basic
education and skill enhancement strategies or remain a leading contender for high dropout
rates, poor retention statistics,
and a declining graduation rate
for the next decade and beyond.
Finding ways to reduce the
dropout rate and increase retention and graduate rates is a challenge for most administrators in

academic, vocational, and technical institutions.
One of the greatest challenges facing school administrators each day is promoting
a wholesome and supportive
learning atmosphere throughout
the school. Promoting effective
retention and graduation rates
in public schools require a comprehensive program that is supported by everyone in the entire
school, community, and public
and private sectors. Most students need established standards
and consistent expectations to
be successful.
In order to promote a positive
teaching and learning school
climate, school administrator,

parents, guardians, and community leaders must support and
initiate a collective strategy that
will address the characteristics
of dropout-pronged students
who leave school before graduation.
Therefore,
fundamentals
to achieving a school climate
where teaching occurs with an
absolute minimum of distraction in firm, consistent, and
continuous commitment to the
following:
1. Effective instructional
management and classroom
control
2. Mutual respect among students, teachers, and staff
3. Addressing poor study

skills, lack of motivation, and
learning problems
4. Developing in-class and
school-based community study
groups and peer research teams
that tutor high-risk students that
have problems with reading,
math, writing, and technology.
5. Education leaders encouraging teachers to promote inclass peer teaching and learning
teams that stress collaborative
learning and group interaction
6. Educators, church leaders,
and civic organizations could
conduct community workshops
that encourage parents to stress
that their children create study
plans and study at least three
hours each day after school in-

Hinds AHS students
donate to Stewpot

their drop out-pronged students
and problem-based issues will
surface.
Education consultants and
school administrators know that
consistent in-school expectations
and established mutually agreed
community standards will reduce
the dropout rate, increased retention statistics, and produce a
higher graduation rate.
Dr. Eldridge Henderson is an
education and community development consultant. He can
be contacted at: CLU369@
gmail.com. Call 601-201-1957
or 601-965-0372. He is available to speak at your school,
church, or community organization.

JSU to
celebrate life of
Nelson Mandela

Mandela
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University
will celebrate the life and legacy of Nelson Mandela during
a program of music, dance and
tributes at 7 p.m., Dec. 12, at
the Rose E. McCoy Auditorium. The public is invited to

Hinds AHS SGO members are seated, from left, Darnecia West, assistant secretary from Bolton; Jalisa Mosley, parliamentarian from Edwards; and Shavonta
Dixon, secretary from Utica. Standing, from left, are A’Naciya Adams, treasurer, from Utica; Kiara Stimage, Miss Hinds AHS, from Edwards; Dennis Kyles, member, from Bolton; Bernard Ross, advisor, from Utica; Denarrius Noel, chaplain, from Utica; Calvin Williams, president, from Utica; Zaveon Branch, sergeant-atarms, from Utica; Darione Maxie, Mr. Hinds AHS, from Edwards; Karla Turner-Bailey, advisor, from Utica; and Mykel Evans, reporter, from Utica.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
UTICA - The Hinds AHS
Student Government Organization (SGO) wanted to create
an atmosphere of service to the
community, so a list of projects
began. For the Christmas season,
the group decided to sponsor
a food drive to help the needy.
SGO President Calvin Williams
pitched the idea to the advisors,
the principal, and the assistant
superintendent. All persons were
receptive and the project began.
One of the first projects was
a can drive. More than 700 can
goods and non-perishable items
will be donated during early December to Stewpot in Jackson.
“We want to always be about the
business of service,” said Williams who has planned community projects throughout the year.
Among those are the recycling
project and the Worldwide Aids
Project.
SGO officers include Calvin
Williams, president; Williams is
a senior who is a dual enrolled
student. He serves as parliamentarian of Future Farmers of
America (FFA), is a member of
Family, Career and Community
Leaders of America (FCCLA),
the Health and Physical Education Club, the Future Teachers
of America Club, the National
Honor Society, and serves as se-

cluding weekends.
7. Parents, teachers, and civic
organizations could devise programs that teach students to
regulate to their use and access
to television and social media
usage during and after school.
Most students spend two to six
hours per day talking on the
phone, looking at television,
and engaging in social media
outlets.
Are there compelling reasons why students leave school
before graduation? Of course,
research studies show that
most young people have legitimate reasons for not staying in
school. Simply speaking, all
educators have to do is survey

nior class president. He is the son
of Calvin and Cynthia Williams
of Utica.
Shavonta Dixon is SGO secretary. She is a member of the
Guidance Counselors club.
Dixon is the daughter of Ferrantea Allen and Mary Dixon, both
from Crystal Springs.
Darnecia West from Bolton
is SGO assistant secretary. She
is a member of the JROTC and
the high school choir. West is the
daughter of Andrea West.
A’Naciya Adams from Utica
is SGO treasurer. She is battalion
commander for JROTC, a member of the girls’ basketball team,
track team, and is a member of
the National Honor Society. Adams is the daughter of Yolanda
Adams of Utica and Larry Mosley Sr. of Edwards.
Jalisa Mosley from Edwards
is SGO parliamentarian. She is
a member of the girls’ basketball
team. She is the daughter of Rhagi White and Chalonda Mosley,
both from Edwards.
Zaveon Branch from Utica is
SGO sergeant at arms. He is a
member of the National Honor
Society and the Hinds AHS football team. Branch is the son of
Patrick and Kenyatta Wilson of
Utica.
Denarrius Noel from Utica
is SGO chaplain. He is a mem-

ber of the Hinds football team
and Future Farmers of America
(FFA). He is the son of Eugene
Frazier and Cassandra Noel, both
from Utica.
Mykel Evans from Utica is
SGO reporter. She is a member
of the girls’ basketball team,
track team and JROTC. She is
the daughter of Michael Evans.
Darione Maxie from Edwards is Mr. Hinds AHS. He is
a member of the National Honor
Society and Family, Career and
Community Leaders of America
(FCCLA). He is the son of Diana
Doss and Corey Maxie, Sr. of
Edwards.
Kiara Stimage from Edwards
is Miss Hinds AHS. She is a
member of the high school cheerleaders’ squad and the JROTC.
Stimage is the daughter of Isaiah
Jackson from Jackson and Erica
Stimage from Edwards. Dennis
Kyles is an SGO member from
Bolton. Kyles is a member of
Future farmers of America (FFA)
and the NAACP. He is the son of
Machelle Kyles of Bolton.
SGO advisors are Karla Turner- Bailey and Bernard Ross. The
Hinds AHS principal is Robert
Strong. Hinds Community College Utica Campus vice president
Dr. Debra Mays-Jackson serves
as assistant superintendent of
Hinds AHS, and Hinds Commu-

nity College President Dr. Clyde
Muse serves as superintendent of
Hinds AHS.
In 1981, representatives from
seven churches in Jackson came
together across denominational
lines to discuss a problem they
all had in common: meeting the
consistent requests for food and
assistance from downtown Jackson’s poor and homeless. These
seven churches came together
and created what is known today
as Stewpot Community Services.
The Community Kitchen provides a noontime meal to everyone, no questions asked, seven
days a week, 365 days a year.
Stewpot, which began as a
simple soup kitchen, has developed into an organization offering several different programs
- from shelter, to clothing, to
counseling, to children’s programs.
As Mississippi’s largest community college, Hinds Community College is a comprehensive
institution offering quality, affordable educational opportunities with more than 170 academic, career and technical
programs. With six locations in
central Mississippi, Hinds enrolled nearly 12,000 credit students in fall 2013. To learn more,
visit www.hindscc.edu or call
1.800.HindsCC.

attend.
The hour-long program will
feature African dance, a performance by MADDRAMA,
video tributes to Mandela and
remarks from a South African
student whose family is friends
with the Mandela family.

Congressman Bennie
G. Thompson to
address JSU graduates
By Dr. Eldridge Henderson
Special to The Mississippi Link

U. S. Representative Bennie G. Thompson (D-Miss.)
will address graduates during
Jackson State University’s fall
2013 commencement ceremony for graduates and undergraduates at 6 p.m., Dec. 13 in
the Lee E. Williams Athletics
and Assembly Center.
The Bolton, Miss. native’s
45 years of public service are
a testament to his dedication
to Mississippi’s 2nd Congressional District.
Thompson
Thompson is serving his
eleventh term in Congress. He the commencement. The Rose
is the longest-serving African- E. McCoy Auditorium is conAmerican elected official in veniently located just across
the state of Mississippi. He the parking lot from the Lee
is also the only Democrat in E. Williams Athletics and Asthe Mississippi Congressional sembly Center. The Jackson
State University Public Safety
Delegation.
Commencement
seating Department will direct guests
will begin approximately 90 to this facility.
The School of Engineering
minutes before start time in
the Lee E. Williams Athlet- Auditorium has also been desics and Assembly Center. The ignated as a live video streamdoors will close at 5:45 p.m. ing location. This auditorium
so that the program may offi- is also located just across the
cially begin without interrup- parking lot from the Lee E.
Williams Athletics and Astions.
Guests arriving after 5:45 sembly Center.
Graduates should inform
p.m. will be directed to the
Rose E. McCoy Auditorium their family and friends of
where they will be able to the schedule and locations for
view a live video streaming of viewing the commencement.
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Study says many lung cancer
tumors prove harmless
By Lindsey Tanner
AP Medical Writer
CHICAGO - Harmless lung
cancer? A provocative study
found that nearly 1 in 5 lung
tumors detected on CT scans
are probably so slow-growing
that they would never cause
problems.
The analysis suggests the
world’s No. 1 cause of cancer
deaths isn’t as lethal as doctors
once thought.
In the study, these were not
false-positives - suspicious results that turn out upon further
testing not to be cancer. These
were indeed cancerous tumors,
but ones that caused no symptoms and were unlikely ever to
become deadly, the researchers
said.
Still, the results are not likely to change how doctors treat
lung cancer.
For one thing, the disease is
usually diagnosed after symptoms develop, when tumors
show up on an ordinary chest
X-ray and are potentially lifethreatening.
Also, doctors don’t know
yet how to determine which
symptomless tumors found on
CT scans might become dan-

gerous, so they automatically
treat the cancer aggressively.
The findings underscore the
need to identify biological
markers that would help doctors determine which tumors
are harmless and which ones
require treatment, said Dr.
Edward Patz, Jr., lead author
and a radiologist at Duke University Medical Center. He is
among researchers working to
do just that.
Patz said patients who seek
lung cancer screening should
be told about the study results.
“People have to understand
that we’re going to find some
cancers which if we’d never
looked, we never would have
had to treat,” he said. Among
patients and even many doctors, “it’s not something that
is commonly known with lung
cancer.”
A leader of an influential
government-appointed health
panel agreed.
“Putting the word ‘harmless’
next to cancer is such a foreign
concept to people,” said Dr.
Michael LeFevre, co-chairman
of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force.
The panel recently issued

a draft proposal recommending annual CT scans for highrisk current and former heavy
smokers - echoing advice from
the American Cancer Society. A final recommendation
is pending, but LeFevre said
the panel had already assumed
that screening might lead to
overdiagnosis.
“The more we bring public awareness of this, then
the more informed decisions
might be when people decide
to screen or not,” LeFevre said.
He called the study “a very important contribution,” but said
doctors will face a challenge in
trying to explain the results to
patients.
In testimonials, patients often say lung cancer screening
via CT scans cured them, but
the study suggests that in many
cases, “we cured them of a disease we didn’t need to find in
the first place,” LeFevre said.
The study was published
in the journal JAMA Internal
Medicine.
More than 200,000 Americans are diagnosed with lung
cancer each year, and more
than half of them die. Worldwide, there are about 1.5 mil-

Europe: diet sweetener
aspartame is safe in cola

The Associated Press
AMSTERDAM - The European Food Safety Authority
has found that the artificial
sweetener aspartame is safe
for people to consume at the
levels currently used in diet
soft drinks.
After conducting a major review of evidence, the agency

said Dec. 10 it has ruled out
any “potential risk of aspartame causing damage to genes
and inducing cancer.”
The finding will be welcome
news to Coca Cola Co., which
recently launched an advertising campaign to dispel fears
about Diet Coke after other
studies showed that aspartame

might be dangerous, leading
to a fall in sales.
Aspartame, the sweetener
used in Diet Coke, is also
known under the brand name
NutraSweet.
The ESFA, the European
Union’s food risk assessment
agency, is based in Parma,
Italy.

Tips for a safe and
successful hunting season

StatePoint
Hunting can be a rewarding sport, providing billions of
pounds of organic, free-range
deer meat to outdoorsmen each
year. By following certain
guidelines when hunting deer,
elk or any other animal, you can
ensure a more successful hunt
and fill your freezer.
“Deer can be some of the
craftiest, smartest big-game
animals. Matching wits with
one requires skill, experience
and a few tricks,” said Scott
Bestul, Field Editor for “Field
& Stream” magazine and CoAuthor of the new book, “Total
Deer Hunter Manual: 301 Essential Skills.”
Whether you spend all year
plotting and preparing for your
ultimate deer season, or just enjoy a few trips yearly with your
buddies, Bestul, along with coauthor Dave Hurteau, deputy
editor of “Field & Stream,” are
offering hunting advice for a
safe, successful season.
Gun Safety
The best policy in hunting
is to be overly cautious. So assume every gun is loaded, even
when you know it isn’t. “Extra
caution guards against human
error and over-confidence,”
said Hurteau. Triple-check
your target and keep your safety on until the moment before
shooting. When you’re not using your gun, unload it.
Tree Stand Safety
Tree stands provide hunters
with a birds-eye view of the
land and animals below, but being high above ground comes
with inherent risks, the most

PHOTO SOURCE: From “Total Deer Hunting Manual: 301 Essential Skills.”

common of which is falling.
“One of the very dumbest things
a deer hunter can do is hunt from
a tree stand without using a safety harness,” said Bestul.
How to Dress
Because deer can spot colors
in the ultraviolet spectrum, if
your hunting garments contain
UV brighteners or are blue,
you’ll actually appear to glow in
low light to deer. Opt for camouflage, which makes it harder for
deer to spot you from a distance.
But don’t neglect to wear at least
the required amount of hunterorange clothing, to be visible to
other hunters.
Body Odor
When it comes to managing
body odor during a hunt, it’s
not just a matter of politeness
toward fellow hunters. The human nose has about five million
olfactory receptors, the neurons
responsible for the detection of
odor. Deer have an estimated
297 million. The way you smell

can scare off a deer. “The goal is
to delay the inevitable - to fool
a buck’s nose long enough to
make a shot.” Use pine, acorn,
earth, and - if you’re up for
it - skunk scents to cover your
smell. And you could even draw
a buck to you by using deer
urine scent.
Follow the Rules
Whether they’re for safety or
deer population management,
be sure to follow the rules of the
park or grounds on which you
are hunting. Clean up after yourself and never trespass. Safety
tips and deer hunting advice for
all skill levels can be found in
“The Total Deer Hunter Manual.”
Before heading out for your
hunting excursion, brush up on
new skills and old hunting basics.
For more information, visit
Bestul and Hurteau’s blog at
www.fieldandstream.com/blogs/
whitetail-365.

lion lung cancer deaths annually.
The new study is an analysis of data from the National
Lung Cancer Screening Trial
- National Cancer Institute research involving 53,452 people at high risk for lung cancer
who were followed for about
six years.
Half of them got three annual
low-dose CT scans - a type of
X-ray that is much more sensitive than the ordinary variety and half got three annual conventional chest X-rays. During
six years of follow-up, 1,089
lung cancers were diagnosed
in CT scan patients, versus 969
in those who got chest X-rays.
That would suggest CT
scans are finding many early
cases of lung cancer that may
never advance to the point
where they could be spotted on
an ordinary chest X-ray.
An earlier report on the
study found that 320 patients
would need to get CT screening to prevent one lung cancer
death.
The new analysis suggests
that for every 10 lives saved by
CT lung cancer screening, almost 14 people will have been

FILE - In this June 3, 2010, file photo, Dr. Steven Birnbaum works with a
patient in a CT scanner at Southern New Hampshire Medical Center in
Nashua, N.H. A national study suggests the world’s top cancer killer isn’t
always as deadly as doctors once thought, finding that more than 18 percent of lung cancers detected in screening scans are likely so slow growing
that they’d never cause problems. But the provocative results are unlikely
to change how doctors treat lung cancer. AP Photo/Jim Cole, File
diagnosed with a lung cancer
that would never have caused
any harm, said Dr. Len Lichtenfeld, the cancer society’s
deputy chief medical officer.
He said that is a higher
rate of overdiagnosis than he
would have predicted, but that
the study shows how much
understanding of cancer has
evolved. Decades ago, “every
cancer was a bad cancer,” he
said.
Now it’s known that certain
cancers, including many prostate cancers, grow so slowly
that they never need treatment.
The American College of

Radiology said in statement
Dec. 9 that the earlier study
showed lung cancer screening significantly reduces lung
cancer deaths in high-risk
patients and that the benefit
“significantly outweighs the
comparatively modest rate of
overdiagnosis” found in the
new analysis.
Low-dose CT scans are the
only test shown to reduce lung
cancer deaths in high-risk
smokers, the radiology group
said, adding, “Overdiagnosis is an expected part of any
screening program and does
not alter these facts.”

Six out of ten uninsured African
Americans may be eligible for
Medicaid, CHIP or tax credits in
the Health Insurance Marketplace
95 percent of uninsured African Americans might qualify
for lower costs on coverage if all states expanded Medicaid

U.S. Department of Health
a family of four with an income of level live in states that are not exand Human Services
$50,000 could pay $148 a month panding Medicaid. The number of
According to a new report re- for a bronze plan after applying the uninsured African Americans who
leased today by the Department of tax credit.
may be eligible for access to health
Health and Human Services, six
Nationwide, about 2 million coverage at a lower cost would
out of ten (4.2 million) uninsured uninsured African Americans may increase from 60 to 95 percent if
African Americans who may be be eligible for coverage through all states adopted the Medicaid exeligible for coverage through the Medicaid or the Children’s Health pansion.
Health Insurance Marketplace Insurance Program (CHIP).
To learn more about the Health
might qualify for Medicaid, the
States have new opportunities Insurance Marketplace, including
Children’s Health Insurance Pro- to expand Medicaid coverage to to shop and enroll in coverage ongram (CHIP), or tax credits to help include Americans with family line, visit HealthCare.gov. You can
with the cost of premiums. If all incomes at or below 133 percent also enroll by phone by calling our
states took advantage of new op- of the federal poverty level (gener- call center 1-800-318-2596 (TTY:
portunities to expand Medicaid ally $31,322 for a family of four 1 855-889-4325) 24 hours a day,
coverage under the Affordable in 2013). This expansion includes 7 days a week where help is availCare Act, 95 percent of uninsured adults without dependent children able in 150 languages, or you can
African Americans who may be living at home, who have not pre- find in-person help from certified
eligible for the Marketplace might viously been eligible in most states. assisters in your area by visiting
qualify for Medicaid, the ChilAn additional 2.2 million eli- localhelp.healthcare.gov/. You can
dren’s Health Insurance Program gible uninsured African American sign up for a health insurance plan
(CHIP), or tax credits to help with adults with family incomes below through the Marketplace between
the cost of premiums.
100 percent of the federal poverty now and the end of March 2014.
“The health care law is
working to address long
standing disparities in health
care coverage and improve
the health of the African
American community,” said
Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius. “Through the Health
Insurance Marketplace, 6.8
million uninsured African
Americans have new options
for affordable health coverage
HELP IN BATTLING PROSTATE CANCER
that covers a range of benefits,
including important prevenIf you are a man with prostate
Being around supportive people is
cancer, having a supportive partner
important for a person’s happiness
tive services with no out-ofcan greatly help improve the quality
and general well-being. This proves
pocket costs.“
of your life. So says a study that
especially true for men diagnosed
Today’s report also details
tracked the ongoing health of
with prostate cancer. If you or
291 prostate cancer patients. It
a loved one is diagnosed with
uninsurance rates by state and
found that those in a partnered
prostate cancer, please call THE
provides several examples of
relationship reported much better
MISSISSIPPI CANCER INSTITUTE at
what premiums might look
psychosocial and spiritual health,
601-249-5510 to discuss treatment
as well as fewer prostate cancer and
options. Conveniently located at
like for African Americans
general cancer-related problems,
1501 Aston Avenue in McComb,
living in major metropolitan
than single men. This is important
we provide medical care that is
areas. One fifth of uninsured
finding because previous research
close to home.
Our advanced
African American citizens
has shown that a cancer patient’s
technologies-- brachytherapy, 3D
quality of life may result in longer
treatment planning, IMRT (intensity
and permanent residents live
survival. Only thirteen percent of
modulated radiation therapy) and
the greater Atlanta, New
prostate cancer patients attend
IGRT (image guided radiation
York, Chicago, Dallas, Houssupport groups, perhaps because
therapy) -- maximize the dose of
personal relationships provide them
radiation to cancer cells while
ton, and Detroit metropolitan
with needed support. If so, the
limiting the dose to the surrounding
areas. A 27-year-old in Atlanpayoff can be quite significant.
healthy tissue.
ta with an income of $25,000
can pay as little as $105 a
month for a bronze plan after
applying the tax credit, while
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Authenticity
By Laura Finley, Ph.D.
Special to The Mississippi Link
“And what sort
of lives do these
people, who pose
as being moral,
lead themselves?
My dear fellow,
you forget that we
are in the native land of the hypocrite.” ~ Oscar Wilde, The Picture
of Dorian Gray
Authenticity is one of the most
important qualities to teach young
people. To be truly who you are, to
be comfortable in your own skin
and to walk your talk is essential to
not just personal happiness but is
also requisite for building a better,
more just and humane world.
Unfortunately, teaching authenticity is challenging in a society
that is dominated by hypocrisy.
Politicians manipulate, deceive
and outright lie with such regularity, it is almost amazing when one
does not do so. Celebrities demonstrate to children and youth that it
is acceptable to say one thing and
do the complete opposite. Below is
a short list of recent hypocrisy by
leaders and celebrities.
Although nowhere near exhaustive, here is a smattering of the political hypocrisy of 2013. Republicans claimed they wanted to avoid
the government shutdown in the
fall, yet many openly embraced the
idea as a way of stymieing President Obama in general and of opposing Obamacare.
Republican Presidential nominee Mitt Romney derided Obamacare, yet it was very clearly based
in large part on the model Romney
introduced as Governor of Massa-

chusetts.
Then there are the Cheney sisters, who want to be “personally”
fine with gay people but not politically so.
And what about Florida Republican Trey Radel, who supported
Governor Scott’s initiative to drug
test welfare recipients yet is a cocaine addict?
It is clear, however, that the hypocrisy bug has infected Democrats as well. President Obama, for
example, pledged to usher in an era
of transparency yet the revelations
made by Edward Snowden make
it abundantly obvious that he has
authorized and continues to support privacy invasions previously
unheard of.
Supposedly assigned to protect
and serve, many of the law enforcement officers in my home of
South Florida seem to do anything
but. In just one example of a litany,
Miami Gardens police stopped and
harassed 27-year-old Earl Sampson 258 times in the last few years
while he was on the clock (yes, you
read that right, he was at work) at a
convenience store.
They searched him more than
100 times, much of which is captured on camera because the store
owner, Alex Saleh, realized that the
threat to his business did not come
so much from local thugs but rather
from the police themselves.
Not exactly a reliable source,
Fox News has, however, shed some
light on the hypocrisy of celebrities
who speak out against various social ills while visibly perpetrating
the same behaviors. Perhaps most
notable was the star-laden Demand
A Plan initiative, in which a series

of celebrities, after the Sandy Hook
Elementary School shootings,
lined up to film PSAs requesting
gun control.
These same celebrities - Jamie
Foxx, for instance - are often featured in violent films that glorify
gun culture.
Both Jay Z and Kanye West
have faced hypocrisy accusations
for their failing to admonish or
withdraw their products from companies, like Barney’s, that are said
to racially profile.
Not to be outdone, evidently just
days ago, the supposedly vegan
Beyonce showed up at an event
wearing a fur coat and suede shoes.
Ummm… maybe not.
Among the many nonviolent
principles along which Mahatma
Gandhi operated, the concepts of
truth and authenticity rank near the
top. Gandhi recognized that even
his detractors might soften their
positions if his actions echoed his
words, his diet followed his espoused beliefs, and his consumption patterns were consistent with
what he preached.
In short, living what you believe
is an essential component of nonviolent social change. I believe the
world would be a better place were
authenticity to be widely valued
and taught.
Although we are all ‘works in
progress,’ I call on all adults to
work diligently to be those role
models - in both what we say and
what we do - that our youth so desperately crave.
Laura Finley, Ph.D., teaches in
the Barry University Department
of Sociology and Criminology and
is syndicated by PeaceVoice.

The American
dream lives! but ….
By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist
The American
dream lives!
It’s the current
American
reality that’s become
a nightmare for
millions upon millions whose lives, occupations and
economic stability once seemed to
embody it.
A new survey released Thanksgiving week by the Washington
Post and the Miller Center, a nonpartisan, public policy-focused affiliate of the University of Virginia,
offers fresh evidence that Americans
overwhelmingly still hold fast to the
positive beliefs that in the 20th century helped project the buoyant optimism of the American character.
For example, 85 percent of
Americans think that being able to
attend college is at least a part of the
American Dream; and 87 percent
feel that way about home ownership. A nearly equal proportion - 86
percent - consider that doing better than their parents is part of the
American Dream; and 61 percent
claim that the idea of the American
Dream is meaningful to them personally, while another 18 percent
say it’s not meaningful to them but
is to other people.
However, the true importance
of the survey, which has been conducted since the 1970s, is that it’s
the latest document to plumb the
impact of the economic crisis - the
Great Recession of 2007 to 2009 that’s pushed many Americans into
desperate circumstances.
In significant measure, that calamity has eroded not just to their
financial resources but also their
hopes about the present and the future. More than 60 percent say they
worry the economy’s unsettled condition will cause them to be laid off,

the largest proportion of concern
that question has ever produced.
Nearly half, 48 percent, said they
feel less financially secure than a
few years ago; and 66 percent expect it’ll be harder for people like
them “to get ahead” in coming
years; while a total of 73 percent say
they’re somewhat or very dissatisfied about the country’s economic
situation.
Only 39 percent believe their
children will be able to better the
family’s current standard of living;
another 24 percent believe their children’s circumstances will roughly
match theirs; but 28 percent believe
their children will be economically
worse off.
Not surprisingly, lower-paid
workers worry far more than those
higher up the wage scale about losing their jobs or running out of money to pay their rent and other necessities before the end of the month.
That truism has a greater importance now than usual because more
than half of the jobs created since
the Recession ended have been lowwage positions paying on average
little more than $30,000 a year.
The economic hardship faced by
these workers - the working poor
- and the millions of Americans at
or below the poverty line has been
underscored in recent months by a
number of developments.
They include:
• The one-day work stoppages by
fast-food workers in dozens of cities
across the country to dramatize their
very low wages
• The increasing number of states
and municipalities that are moving on their own to increase the
minimum wage in their jurisdictions
(more than 4 million workers are
paid the federal minimum wage of
$7.25 an hour)
• New research showing the astonishing growth of income inequal-

ity in American society
• New York City Mayor-elect
Bill de Blasio’s proposal to increase
the taxes on the city’s wealthiest
resident in order to fund improvements in the public schools. A new
poll shows the idea has drawn widespread support from residents - including conservative and wealthy
residents - of both New York City
and the state.
• The increasing attention being paid to the predicament of food
stamp recipients, who face severe
cutbacks in their monthly allotments
on top of one they already suffered
this month.
• And, lastly, there was Pope
Francis, in a lengthy official, and
startling, document issued two days
before Thanksgiving, sharply criticizing the “idolatry of money” and
the conservative “trickle-down theories” of economics for having helped
usher in a “globalization of indifference” to the plight of the poor.
Those criticisms, embedded in
the 200-plus page missive, were
clearly a call for efforts to reduce
the degree of income inequality in
Europe and the United States as
part of a broader campaign to make
compassion a central part of nation’s
and individuals’ approach to solving
problems.
These and other developments
raise the question: Are we witnessing the development of a “critical
mass” of individuals and institutions of diverse philosophical views,
that’s ready to redress at least some
of the causes of the dangerous increase of poverty and income inequality?
Now, that would be a dream
worth working for, in the United
States and abroad.
Lee A. Daniels is a longtime journalist based in New York City. His
latest book is Last Chance: The Political Threat to Black America.
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Mandela opponents
trying to re-write history
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist
Many conservatives who
actively
opposed Nelson
Mandela’s protracted struggle
to
establish
democracy in white minorityruled South Africa are trying
to rationalize their past criticism by either ignoring their
earlier public statements or
trying to place the struggle for
a democratic society in South
Africa in a Cold War context.
Leading the way, not surprisingly, is radio commentator Rush Limbaugh.
In a 1972 broadcast, Limbaugh said, “When Nelson
Mandela or one of these terrorists sees America, they ask,
‘How did they do this in less
than 230 years? We’ve been
around here for centuries,
and we still can barely muster
working toilets.’ It is this that
the terrorists see, folks, and it
makes them envious.”
That same year, he accused
Mandela of having a “black
and white” world view and
viewed Americans as “a bunch
of white racists who hate people of color.”
In an article, titled “Limbaugh Whitewashes His Past
Attacks on Mandela To Claim
He’s Conservative,” Media
Matters observed that Limbaugh is trying to recast Mandela as a black conservative.
The watchdog ground stated, “On the December 6 edition of his radio show, host
Limbaugh argued that Mandela ‘had more in common with
Clarence Thomas than he does
with Barack Obama,’ claiming
that he was more like American conservatives because he
‘insisted on compliance with
his country’s constitution,’
whereas liberals, Limbaugh
asserted, only care about ‘skin
color and oppression’ and
view the U.S. constitution as
an obstacle.”
Conservatives can’t run
away from their record.
Former Vice President Dick
Chaney can’t run away from
the fact that as a Congressman, he voted against a bill
that would have imposed
sanctions on South Africa until it met five conditions, including the release of Nelson
Mandela.
Right-ringers who try to el-

evate Ronald Reagan to sainthood can’t run away from the
fact that he vetoed a bill that
would have imposed sanctions
on the minority-ruled country.
His veto, the only one of his
administration, was overridden by Congress. Reagan had
Mandela placed on the U.S.
international terrorist list,
where he remained until 2008.
In addition, the U.S. vetoed a U.N. Security Council
resolution that would have
imposed sanctions on South
Africa.
Columnist William F. Buckley Jr. can’t run away from his
words, either.
He wrote, in 1985, “Clearly
some of the current campaigning against South Africa is a
fad, a moral Hula Hoop, fun
for a while.”
Conservatives enjoyed trying to taint Mandela with the
C-word. Conservative David
Swindle wrote an article under the headline, “Communist
icon Nelson Mandela dead at
95.”
In his autobiography, Long
Walk to Freedom, Mandela
made it clear that he accepted
help from wherever he could
get it at the time. And while
the United States steadfastly
supported the white minoritycontrolled South Africa, others - including PLO Chairman
Yasser Arafat, Cuban President Fidel Castro and Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi stood with Mandela.
When Ted Koppel tried
to get Mandela to denounce
those unpopular figures during an interview, Mandela
refused, saying he supported
people who supported South
Africa’s black majority.
Instead of supporting majority rule in South Africa,
President Ronald Regan said
in 1981 that as long as white
South African leaders were
making a “sincere and honest”
effort to bring about racial
progress, the United States
should not be critical.
He asked, rhetorically: “Can
we abandon a country that has
stood by us in every war we
have ever fought, a country
that is strategically essential
to the free world in its production of minerals that we all
must have?”
Describing Mandela as a
communist - and using that as
an excuse to support minority
rule - was a red herring. The

United States has supported
communist and socialist leaders of other countries - as
long as they were perceived
as serving the interests of the
U.S.
Mandela noted our country’s hypocrisy: “American
conservatives of the era recognized the brutal repression
of black South Africans by
the whites, but ultimately determined that ending that system was less important than
preserving South Africa as an
ally in the Cold War,” Media
Matters stated.
“They pointed to Mandela’s
ties to South Africa’s Communist Party and his history of
violent activism and warned
of dire results if he were freed
and the apartheid government
overthrown.
(In his statement at the
opening of the 1964 trial that
ended in his imprisonment,
Mandela explained that his
African National Congress
worked with communists toward the common goal of ‘the
removal of white supremacy.’
He compared this to the United States and Great Britain
allying with the Soviet Union
during World War II).”
Former Republican presidential candidate Rick Santorum even tried to equate
Republicans’ opposition to
the Affordable Care Act to
Mandela’s struggle in South
Africa.
Appearing Dec. 5 on The
O’Reilly Factor, Santorum
said, Mandela “was fighting
against some great injustice,
and I would make the argument that we have a great
injustice going on right now
in this country with an everincreasing size of government that is taking over and
controlling people’s lives, and
Obamacare is front and center
in that.”
Some politicians have no
shame.
George E. Curry, former
editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine, is editor-in-chief
of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association News
Service (NNPA). He is a keynote speaker, moderator, and
media coach. Curry can be
reached through his Web site,
www.georgecurry.com.
You
can also follow him at www.
twitter.com/currygeorge and
George E. Curry Fan Page on
Facebook.

By Chuck Siles. Chicago, IL, courtesy of BlackCommentator.com
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pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Sharing the gift of joy

By Rev. Marcus Cheeks
Special to The Mississippi Link

We
learn
from Luke 2:14
the
holiday
season marks a
myriad of emotions which are
often evoked
through sharing. The sharing of food, fellowship, and
family can lead to the sharing of sorrow and sadness. As
we move through moments
of celebration, we share our
most precious resource time, with family and friends.
Sharing is most familiar to
the believer, who shares the
greatest gift known to man
-Jesus Christ.
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At the birth of Jesus, the act
of sharing was such a priority; joy was invoked in heaven and on earth. Luke 2:14
asserts joy in this manner,
“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will
toward men.” As the Wise
Men celebrated the birth of
baby Jesus, God gave them
joy. This birth gave men [on
earth] and angels [in the highest] unspeakable joy.
The joy of the Lord is our
salvation and regardless of
earthy circumstances, joy
must remain. Does joy excite
you to the point of looking
forward to meeting Jesus in
daily prayer? Does joy make
your heart skip a beat at the
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reading of His word? Does
joy cause you to share love
with your family and friends?
As we share the gift of joy,
the by-product, love, is discovered and must be shared
with the world.
Will you exclaim with me,
“this joy I have the world
didn’t give it and the world
can’t take it away?” Share
the gift of joy and watch love
overflow!
Happy Holidays - One in
Jesus,
Rev. Marcus Cheeks, pastor
of True Light M. B. Church,
224 East Bell St., Jackson,
is a native of Jackson but
currently resides in Canton
with his wife, DeVonda, and

t

h

e

their three children. He has
an extensive background as
a counselor and educational
guide to high-risk youth. He
received his Bachelor of Arts
degree in Humanities with an
emphasis in Philosophy and
Religion from Tougaloo College and a Master of Science
from Jackson State University
in Guidance and Counseling.
Rev. Cheeks has served as an
officer in the Mississippi National Guard and is currently
employed with the State of
Mississippi as a State Title I
director. Rev. Cheeks can be
reached at 601-607-7011,
601-353-7364 or e-mail the
church at infotlmbc@yahoo.
com.
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The gift of divine bread

By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

Black Friday
set in motion
the Christmas
shopping rush
as
millions
look forward to
Christmas Day.
On December 25, many will
receive gifts that they don’t
need while some of the less
fortunate will get nothing
more than a day that reminds
them all the more of how unfortunate they are.
Without a doubt, Christmas
is a very exciting time of the
year, as well as the largest
American holiday of the year.
Many people try to avoid getting caught up in the commercialism of this Christmas
season by reminding others
that Jesus is the reason for
the season. In fact, I tried to
get my wife to not put up a
Christmas tree this time, but
rather construct a nativity
display instead, but it was
to no avail (smile). There is
nothing wrong with a Christmas tree, but I thought the
nativity scene was more suitable and lines up with the
real reason for the Christmas
season.
I must admit that a Christmas tree, beautifully adorned
with bulbs and ribbons based
with gifts wrapped in gorgeous paper, generates a
sense of expectancy especial-

ly when you know you have
a gift or two under the tree.
However, nothing compares
to the best gift the world has
ever seen. Luke 2:7 says,
“Mary brought forth her firstborn son, and she wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a feeding trough,
because there was no room
for them in the inn.” God
loved us so very much He
gave us His only Son as a gift
to be sacrificed so we would
have the gift of eternal life.
There is a cost for givers but not for receivers.
So, gifts are not really free
because someone paid for
the gift. God paid the price
of giving His only Son and
His Son paid the price on the
cross for our salvation. Let’s
take a brief look at Luke 2:7
and glean from it a few gems
of inspiration.
First of all, when Jesus
came into the world which
He helped create (John 1:3;
Colossians 1:16) there was
no room for Him in the inn.
Wow, how can there be no
room for the One who created everything? Likewise, the
commercialism of Christmas
seems to not leave room for
the One who started it all. In
fact, some say Happy Holidays as opposed to Merry
Christmas which appears to
be an effort to steer away
from the Christ child.
Secondly, the place of Je-

sus’ birth was intentional
by divine order, because although Jesus Christ is King
of Kings, His birth in an
animal stable put Him on the
level of the average person.
Jesus can relate to us all. His
earthly father was an average
working man and his mother
was a stay-home mom. Had
Jesus been born in a palace
perhaps many people would
have viewed Him as a part of
the socially elites and would
not feel like He could relate
to them. Therefore, His birth
in an animal stable indicated
that no one was underneath
Him. He lowered Himself
beneath all to undergird all
social classes so that no one
would be left out (A gift for
us all).
Thirdly, notice Mary laid
the Christ-Child in an animal
feeding trough. What’s interesting is that Jesus referred to
Himself as the bread of life:
“I am the bread of life: he that
cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on
me shall never thirst.” (John
6:35) The Christ-Child in the
feeding trough is symbolic of
how Jesus is the bread of life
which permanently satisfies.
Wikipedia says the meaning of the word Christmas is
Christ Mass. The Greek word
for Mass means barely cake
or lump of bread. So, in essence Christmas is ChristBread. God gave us divine

bread that completely fulfills.
Jesus once said, “This is the
bread which came down out
of heaven-not as our fathers
ate the manna, and died. He
who eats this bread will live
forever.” (John 6:58).
As I close, consider the
town in which Jesus was
born, Bethlehem. The name
Bethlehem means house of
bread. Jesus was born in the
house of bread and He, the
bread of life, was placed in
a feeding trough ready to
feed the world divine bread
that eternally satisfies. Thank
God for the gift of divine
bread. The question is, are
you hungry?
Rev. Leon Collier is the
pastor of Makarios Worship Center, 464 Church
Rd., Madison. Residents of
Madison, he and wife, Minister Yolanda; are the proud
parents of three daughters.
He received degrees from
Criswell College in Dallas;
Southern Methodist University - Perkins School of
Theology; and a Masters
of Divinity from Memphis
Theological Seminary. A
pastor for 23 years, Collier
serves as a volunteer chaplain for various law enforcement agencies in the metro
area and for the Mississippi
Governor’s Mansion. He
may be reached by calling
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
All week long,
the temperatures
have averaged
in the 40s and
for those of us
in Mississippi,
it’s a chill that
we are not accustomed to.
When I returned to this state
more than two decades ago, I
would laugh and think, “How
can people say it’s cold here? I
can’t wear all of the coats that
I brought back with me.” Well,
I think I’m finally at the stage
where I’ll never say that again.
If I can fit them, it seems that I
may be wearing all of the many
coats that I own. It’s official
and what I’ve heard all of my
life is now true, there’s a chill
in my bones.
That chill is definitely due to
the cold temperatures that have
made its presence known not
only across the South, but the
country. Warm outerwear has
become a part of everyone’s
daily attire and this year, I’ll
be a member of the “Wear Your
Coat Club.”
Many people are of the
mindset that Christmas just is
not Christmas without a cold
snap even though the holiday
shopping season officially
kicked off weeks earlier and
the hustle and bustle of gift
buying and holiday gatherings
are everywhere. I’ve heard
several people say, “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas,” which is also a very popular carol.
Well, eventhough I’m commenting on the cold weather
we’ve experienced the second
week of December, I wouldn’t
necessarily agree with that
statement.
Well, you know I have to
ask myself what I feel is my
thought provoking question of
the day - “What does Christmas look like?”
Does Christmas resemble a
day of thanks, a day of love, a
day of joy, a day of family and
friends and, most importantly,
does it resemble a day of praising the Lord?
My answer is YES! Yes, all
the above looks like Christmas
but then, so should every day,
right?
So, as I answer my own
question, I identify Christmas
Day as the day that we honor
the birth of the Christ child. It
is the day of miracles, of peace,
and a day of unity. Christmas
Day symbolizes a new beginning to all who call upon His
Holy name.
Oh, the joy of being able to

proclaim this celebration from
year to year. What a wonderful
feeling to be able to celebrate
the birth date of God’s only
begotten son! What a wonderful experience it is to share the
miracle of the birth of the One
who asked for nothing, but
gave all that He had to save
mankind.
As I continued to ponder
answers to the question “what
does Christmas look like?” the
tune began to ring in my head.
To me, Christmas looks like
a light that shines eternally for
all the world to see. It is a day
of fascination, a day of blessings told and untold, a day of
giving, a day filled with love
for your fellowman. Christmas
is the holiest of days that people reach out to each other and
give praise for a love that that
changed a world.
The descriptions that I have
cited are symbolic of what
should be included in our daily
walk. As believers of the Lord,
we should be happy to greet
everyone we meet, we should
be excited about gathering together in the name of the Lord;
we should give Him our all
whenever we praise His name.
We should never be consumed
by the activities that surround
us, but be totally committed to
His good works and words.
Yes, that’s it! It’s beginning
to look a lot like Christmas because we should want the look
and feel of this special day to
be in our lives daily. We should
rejoice year round as we praise
God for the greatest gift ever
given. We should always share
the good news of our Lord!
As you celebrate during this
holiday season please share
what God has done for you;
please share your joys of the
good times; please share your
love of the Lord.
Remember the verse that
I often share with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your news
and the news of your place of
worship and visit.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS
39213.

R e i g n i n g A n n o u n c eme n ts
Christ Tabernacle Church, 1201 Cooper
Rd., Jackson, Children’s Ministry will bowl
at the Paradise Lanes in Jackson, Saturday, Dec. 14,, from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.
The Drama Ministry will host its Christmas
presentation during the morning worship
service Sunday, Dec. 15, at 10 a.m. and
the Youth Adult Ministry is sponsoring a
Toy Drive now through Sunday, Dec. 22.
For more information visit christabernaclechurch.org. or call 601.373.1711.
Greater Bethlehem Temple, 1505 Robinson St., Jackson, will host its Women’s
Ministry Christmas Fellowship Breakfast
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 8 – 10 a.m. On
that same day beginning at 9 a.m., a blood
drive will be held until 1 p.m. and the Marriage Enhancement Ministry (MEM) will
host its Couples Christmas Dinner from

6 p.m. – 9 p.m. On Sunday, Dec. 22, the at ziontravelers.org or call 601.355.5545.
Christmas Program will be held in the main
sanctuary from 6 – 9 p.m. For more infor- New Horizon Church International, 1750
Ellis Ave., Jackson, will present Carols
mation call 601.354.2599.
of Love and Victory Saturday, Dec. 21,
College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Watch service
Ave., Jackson, will host its Annual Christ- will begin at the church Tuesday, Dec.
mas Program Sunday, Dec. 15, at 9:30 31, at 7 p.m. For more information call
a.m. The Youth Ministry will “Ring Bells” for 601.371.8282 or visit www.nhcms.org/.
the Salvation Army Saturday, Dec. 14 and
21, at the Metrocenter Mall in Jackson. For St. Paul A. M. E. Church, 816 Madison
Ave., Madison, Parker-Smothers Women’s
more information call 601.355.2670.
Missionary Society is accepting canned
Zion Traveler’s M. B. Church, 925 W. goods and non-perishable items to help
Pearl St., Jackson, will host its Christmas families through the Christmas holidays.
Program Sunday, Dec. 15, at 3 p.m. Christ- Girl Scout Troop 5489 is assisting Stewpot
mas Day service will be held Wednesday, Ministries through the donations of various
Dec. 25, at 8 a.m. and watch service will be toiletries. The deadline for donations for
held Wednesday, Dec. 31, at 10:30 p.m. For both drives is Sunday, Dec. 22. For more
more information visit the church’s website information call 601.898.9610.
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Canton
pastor moves to Virginia Words Strength
Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church
p

One of the regular contributors sissippi. In his short tenure here,
to the Reigning News section of he has raised the bar on so many
this paper has accepted the pas- fronts. His service as a member
torship of his boyhood church, of our Board of Elders for the
the Joynes Road Church of God newly merged General Assembly
in Hampton, Va. We look for- has been invaluable and will be
ward to him resuming his articles sorely missed. His voice has been
E KofL YVirginia.
A C T I V I T I Eone
S that has brought me much
from W
theEstate
After having Rev. Dr. Simeon accountability in my role. He fol9:30
(Sunday
R. GreenSunday
III serve
asa.m.
pastor Fulfillment
of lowsHour
through
and School)
kindly, politely,
Crossroads Church of God for a but firmly asks the same of those
11:00 a.m.
Morning
year, the church family
in FarmwithWorship
whom Service
he works. His adminhaven, Miss. is praying for God’s istrative gifts and talents have
6:30 p.m.
Bible Studyas we sought
best forTuesday
the Green
family Prayer
at Time
been &invaluable
Joynes Road Church of God and to bring together our Africanp.m. Adult Choir
Rehearsal
the state Thursday6:30
ministry in Virginia.
American
and Anglo assemblies
The following exceprt from a into a unified force for God. We
Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal
letter of recommendation from will surely miss his labors among
the Southeastern Association of us.
the Church
of God,
is printed
second
is joy, not
Please
join usInc.
in any
or all of theseThe
activities.
Youemotion
are WELCOME!
by permission of Rev. Green.
that he is leaving, but at having
I write to you
with had
chance MS
to know him at
485today
W. Northside
Drivethe
• Jackson,
very mixed emotions
regarding
all.
He
is
visionary
and a capable
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor
Brother Simeon Green. The first leader in this new paradigm of
emotion is sadness.Frankly, we church work. It did not take him
are sorry to see him leave Mis- very long after arriving in Mis-

from Madiba

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

H oly Temple M.B. Chur ch

5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS 39209
(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Rev. and Mrs. Green
sissippi to establish a column in
the state-wide newspaper that reports the news from a decidedly
‘black’ perspective. His comments and columns have been encouraging and yet firmly grounded in the Word of God and in our
pursuit of holiness. Secondly,
he established a radio ministry
that reached mainly the community where he served. What joy
to know a man of God who is not
afraid to challenge the people of
God to reach the world for God.
The third and final emotion is
one of expectation and anticipation. First we are glad that Brother Green is still listening to the
voice of God. Our prayer for him
and for the ministry to which he
has been called is that God would

prosper all that he puts his hand
to do. We look forward to hearing
about how God is leading, guiding and using our precious brother in this new work and pray that
coming home will be a sweet
reunion, but more than that, that
he will be able to effectively lead
those who have known him and
not be hampered by prior perceptions.
Finally, I write to you as Paul
did to the leaders in Corinth regarding Timothy’s coming. “…
see to it that he has nothing to
fear while he is with you, for he
is carrying on the work of the
Lord… “ (1 Cor. 16:10)
In Christ,
Duane Parker, credentials
chairman, Elder Board chairman

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR
REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

Sunday
Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of December 12
SONGS

			

ARTISTS					

1.

Break Every Chain

Tasha Cobbs

2.

Every Praise

Hezekiah Walker

3.

It’s Working

William Murphy

4.

The Gift

Donald Lawrence

5.

If He Did It Before…Same God

Tye Tribbett

6.

1 On 1

Zacardi Cortez

7.

Nothing Without You

Jason Nelson

8.

Clean This House

Isaac Carree  (Reset)

9.

I Can Only Imagine

Tamela Mann

10.

Withholding Nothing

William McDowell

reserved

ALBUM

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

www.mississippilink.com

Putting into
action
the
meaning
of
Mark
11:25
(And
whenever you stand
praying, if you
have anything against anyone,
forgive him, that your Father
in heaven may also forgive
you your trespasses), former
South African President and
Anti-Apartheid leader Nelson Mandela, also known as
Madiba, exemplified the power of forgiveness. In celebration of his life, the following
are a few of his most famous
quotes about life, leadership
and freedom.
• Education is the most
powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world.
• Few things make the life
of a parent more rewarding
and sweet as successful children.
• Do not judge me by my
successes, judge me by how
many times I fell down and
got back up again.
• Resentment is like drinking poison and then hoping it
will kill your enemies.
• What counts in life is not
the mere fact that we have
lived. It is what difference
we have made to the lives
of others that will determine
the significance of the life we
lead.
• For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but
to live in a way that respects
and enhances the freedom of
others.
• If you talk to a man in a
language he understands, that
goes to his head. If you talk to
him in his language, that goes
to his heart.
• A good head and a good
heart are always a formidable
combination.
• The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling,

but in rising every time we
fall.
• The brave man is not he
who does not feel afraid, but
he who conquers that fear.
• I am fundamentally an
optimist. Whether that comes
from nature or nurture, I cannot say. Part of being optimistic is keeping one’s head
pointed toward the sun, one’s
feet moving forward. There
were many dark moments
when my faith in humanity
was sorely tested, but I would
not and could not give myself
up to despair.
• There is no such thing as
part freedom.
• I detest racialism, because
I regard it as a barbaric thing,
whether it comes from a black
man or a white man.
• I have walked that long
road to freedom. I have tried
not to falter; I have made
missteps along the way. But
I have discovered the secret
that after climbing a great
hill, one only finds that there
are many more hills to climb.
I have taken a moment here to
rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that surrounds me,
to look back on the distance I
have come. But I can rest only
for a moment, for with freedom comes responsibilities,
and I dare not linger, for my
long walk is not yet ended.
• Death is something inevitable. When a man has done
what he considers to be his
duty to his people and his
country, he can rest in peace.
I believe I have made that effort and that is, therefore, why
I will sleep for the eternity.
Shewanda Riley is the
author of the Essence bestseller “Love Hangover:
Moving From Pain to Purpose after a Relationship
Ends.” She can be reached
at lovehangover@juno.com,
at www.shewandariley.com
or www.anointedauthorsontour.com

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com
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www.nhcms.org
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EMPLOYMENT
Church Organist Vacancy

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church is seeking a Church Organist for
the Music Ministry. The organist is responsible for playing for all choirs
and activities for the church. The position will work directly with the
Music Director in organizing and coordinating the entire Music Ministry. Candidate must be an accomplished organist with a proven record
of working well with various age groups and styles of music. Must be
able to read, teach and play all types of music, including hymns, anthems, traditional and contemporary gospel, etc. Candidates must be
effective in working with the Music Director as he organizes and coordinates activities and songs for several choirs. Salary range is $15,600
to $18,200, and is commensurate with experience. Please submit your
letter of interest and resume to the address listed below not later than
December 31, 2013:

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Organist Selection Committee
1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204

Or email: chmbc@collegehillchurch.org.
11/28/2013, 12/5/2013, 12/12/2013, 12/19/2013, 12/26/2013

EMPLOYMENT
Jackson Convention Complex
SMG, manager of the Jackson Convention Complex, has issued a Request
for Quote (RFQ) for Carpet Replacement Services.
For more information and instructions on how to respond, please visit http://
jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/
12/12/2013, 12/19/2013

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH THE
TERMINAL AND GENERAL AVIATION APRON REPAIRS AT
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 007-11)
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed
bids at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”),
Main Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 2:00 p.m. on January 21, 2014 (the “Bid Deadline”),
for Construction and Related Services in connection with the Terminal
and General Aviation Apron Repairs at JAN (the “Work”).
JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on January
21, 2014 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor
of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.
The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid
must be marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number and with the wording: “Terminal and General Aviation
Apron Repair, JMAA Project No. 007-11.” Bid proposals, amendments
to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the
Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever. JMAA
invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the
Bid Opening.
JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined
by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for
Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, among other things,
a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an
Agreement to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder.
Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of
the Agreement.
The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at
JAN at the following address:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3536
Facsimile: (601) 664-3538
Attention: Woodrow Wilson, Jr.,
Senior Director of Capital Programming
A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the
Work) may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per
set. Payment for the Bid Documents is to be in the form of a company
or cashier’s check made payable to Aviation Group of Mississippi, LLC.
The check should be presented at the following address:
Aviation Group of Mississippi, LLC
c/o AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.
912 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39201 US
Telephone: (601) 352-6800
Bid Documents may also be requested by mail. Documents will not be
distributed or mailed, however, until payment is received.
JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. on January 7, 2014
in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of the Main Terminal Building at JAN. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference is mandatory for all
those submitting bids for the Work.
JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined
by JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Bid Documents.
JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the
Work by Addendum issued before the Bid Deadline and delivered to
all bidders by facsimile, mail, electronic mail or other reliable means;
to reject any and all bids; to waive informalities in the bidding process;
and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding
the Contract.
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
DATE: April 25, 2013
/s/ Dirk B. Vanderleest
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Executive Officer
12/12/2013, 12/19/2013
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ANNUAL FACTORY
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Discount Gun Safe

The Mississippi Link
Pick Up

At The Following Locations:

Discount
Gun Safe

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233

Prices start at only $499 For

An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900
• 30 Gun Safe...$99900
• 48 Gun Safe...$129900
• 64 Gun Safe...$199900
Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event!

Sale Prices Good Thru December 31!

ANNUAL FACTORY
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!

Discount
Gun Safe

j a c k s o n
Dollar General
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Bully’s Restaurant
Revell Ace Hardware
3118 Livingston Road
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
cash & carry
Dollar General
Capitol Street and Monument Street
304 Briarwood Dr
City Hall
Dollar General
219 S President St
2855 McDowell Rd
Garrett Office Complex
Dollar General
2659 Livingston Road
PASS
104 Terry Rd
JJ Mobil
Rite Aid
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
JSU Student union
Rite Aid
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
114 E. McDowell Rd
Liberty Bank and Trust
Rite Aid
2325 Livingston Rd.
6075 Old Canton Rd
lumpkins bbq
182 Raymond Road
CAN T ON
McDade’s Market
A&I
Northside Drive
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
SCRATCH AND DENT SALE!
McDade’s Market #2
B&B
653 Duling Avenue
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
Picadilly Cafeteria
Boutique Store
Jackson Medical Mall
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
Bully’s Store
Piggly Wiggly
Church Street - Canton, MS
Mississippi’s
Largest Safe Store!
2875 McDowell
Road
Community Mart
2636
Old Brandon
Rd.
Shell
Food Mart
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
Pearl,
MS 39208
5492 Watkins Drive
Fryer Lane Grocery
601-939-8233
SPORTS MEDICINE
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
$
Prices start at only 499 For
Fortification
and
I-55
Hamlin Floral Design
An American Made Safe.
00
Two
Sisters
Kitchen
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
• 22 Gun Safe...$799
PASS 00
• 30707
Gun
Safe...$999
North
Congress - Jackson, MS
Joe’s Sandwich & Grocery
00
• 48Upton
Gun Safe...$1299
tire
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
• 64 Gun Safe...$199900
Over
50 Safes In Stock
Countyline
RoadFor
and State Street
K & K One Stop
This Sales Event!
Murphy USA
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Lacy’s Insurance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Dollar General
SaleNorthview
Prices Good
ThruJackson)
December 31!
Soul Set Barber Shop
3957
Dr (North
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Dollar General
Park
Grocery
2030 N SiwellMake
Rd
the Switch Trailer
to DISH
Today
**
Westside
Drive
- Canton, MS
Dollar Generaland Save Up22
To
B Y R A M
4331 Highway
80W
3.33x4
46 Web
Dollar General
Dollar General
l
Promotiona
ices
pr
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
5990 Medgar Evers
Blvd ly ...
starting at on

Excede Internet

ANNUAL FACTORY

Discount
Gun Safe

Mississippi’s Largest Safe Store!

2636 Old Brandon Rd.
Pearl, MS 39208

601-939-8233

Prices start at only $499 For

An American Made Safe.
• 22 Gun Safe...$79900
• 30 Gun Safe...$99900
• 48 Gun Safe...$129900
• 64 Gun Safe...$199900

CALL 855-872-3451

Over 50 Safes In Stock For
This Sales Event!

OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed,
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

Sale Prices Good Thru December 31!

Make the Switch to DISH Today
and Save Up To 50%
**

3.556x4

48 Web

Promotional
prices
...
arting at only

st

50%

Dec8_MCAN

mo.

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VowelL’s Market Place
5777 Terry Road
C L I N T ON
Dollar General
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L AN D
Rite Aid
398 Hwy 51
T erry
Mardi Gras Café
106 West Cunningham Avenue
R a ym o n d
Hinds Community College
Welcome Center
505 E. Main Street
Sunflower Grocery
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
Love Food Mart
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
Raymond Public Library
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
Raymond City Hall
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U ti c a
Hubbard’s truck stop
Mississippi Hwy 27
Pitt Stop
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B o lt o n
Mack’s Café
103 West Madison Street
Bolton Library
Bolton City Hall

mo.

s

s

for 12 month

for 12 month

Hopper or
Not eligible with
iPad 2 offer.

PACKAGES
UNDER $50
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Hopper or
Not eligible with
iPad 2 offer.

FREE

ASK ABOUT
HIGH SPEED
INTERNET

OVER 30 PREMIUM
MOVIE CHANNELS

AS LOW AS ....

CALL 855-872-3451

Prices valid for 12 months. Requires 24-month
commitment and credit qualiﬁcation.

mo.

where available

For 3 months.

Offer subject to change based on
premium movie channel availability.

OR FIND A DEALER AT EXEDE.COM.

Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%

**

1-800-319-2526

One-time setup fee may be charged at the time of sale. Minimum 24 month service term. Equipment lease fee is
$9.99 per month or if prepaid, $199.00 for 24 months. Subject to taxes. Speeds are “up to”, are not guaranteed,
and will vary. Service is subject to data transmission limits measured on a monthly basis. For complete details and
the Data Allowance Policy, visit www.exede.com. Service is not available in all areas. Offer may be changed or
withdrawn at any time. Exede is a registered service mark of ViaSat, Inc.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0513
All offers require 24-month commitment and credit qualification.
**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming,
2 year agreement and credit qualification.
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional
credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit
qualification. All prices, fees, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice After 12-month promotional period,
then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each
month remaining applies. For iPad 2 offer, if you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $30 for each month remaining applies.
Activation fee: may apply. Add’tl Requirements: For iPad 2 offer: customer must select Hopper system and minimum of America’s Top 120 package; allow 4-6
weeks for delivery; offer not available in Puerto Rico or USVI. HD Free for Life: $10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment
in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium movie offer value is $135; after promotional period, then-current regular monthly
price applies and is subject to change. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS,
FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. Blockbuster @Home Offer: 3 month offer value $30. After 3
months, then-current regular monthly price applies and is subject to change. Requires online DISH account; broadband internet to stream content; HD DVR to
stream to TV. Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional
Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional
monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV
providers as of 5/22/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a broadband-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Misc:
Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State
reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 9/18/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks
are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and
service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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A game of inches
By Tim Ward
Sports Writer

No matter what the situation,
Southern versus Jackson State
produces memorable games for
those in attendance. One of the
best games in the history of the
rivalry has competition for the
best game of the rivalry. A few
years ago, Tiger fans will recall
the exciting finish to a game
where quarterback Casey Therriault led JSU to a game winning drive with under one minute to go. Several big plays to
Renty Rollins and the clincher
was a touchdown pass to Rico
Richardson, who now plays for
the Houston Texans.
The first SWAC championship game in Houston did not
disappoint in the excitement
category. 38,985 people were in
attendance for the game played
at Reliant Stadium, home of the
Houston Texans. Southern and
Jackson State both have some
of the most passionate fans in
the country. Despite being very
close to Christmas, fans made
the trip.
Jackson State received the
ball first. The Tigers came out
like they did versus Alcorn.
Passing. The results were the
same, 3 and out. On Southern’s
first possession, the Jaguars
managed to get a field goal. Tiger fans not panicked though.
Jackson State did better on the
next possession but it also yield
no points. The first quarter ended with Southern having 3 to 0
lead.
Early on in the second quarter, Southern’s Willie Quinn
scored on a 34 yard touchdown
pass from quarterback Dray Joseph, giving Southern a 10 to 0
lead. Jackson State committed
to the run on their next possession. Heavy doses of Tommy
Godden and Clayton Moore
running drove the team down
the field. The drive ended with
a field goal. 10 to 3. Southern
adds a field goal. Just before the
half, Moore hits DeSean McKenzie for a touchdown. Jackson
State trailed by 3 at halftime,
but had at least built some momentum.
The first half was kinda sloppy for Jackson State. It appears
they seemed lost and Moore’s
passing wasn’t his best. In the
second half, the game naturally
got chippy. That often happens
between rivals and especially in
big games. Extra pushing, shoving, and smack talk tend to increase as the clock ticks.
Willie Quinn scores again for
Southern extending their lead
to 10 in the third. That’s when
the fun starts. Jackson State

scores on a touchdown pass
from Moore to Zack Pendleton.
The 28 yard touchdown pass
brings Jackson State to within
3 points. Next Southern possession, running back Lenard
Tillery fumbled. Jackson State’s
Antonio Sutton scoops up the
fumble, races to the endzone,
and scores. Jackson State is now
winning 24 to 20! Tigers fans
cheering, high-fiving one another, Sonic Boom playing, the
atmosphere on the Tigers’ side
of Reliant Stadium was electric.
Southern got the ball to start
the fourth quarter. With momentum on their, Jackson State
was looking for the knock out
punch. They could not land it.
Southern drove the ball down
the field methodically while eating up precious time. Southern
had the ball for over half of the
fourth quarter. This had to wear
on the Tigers’s defense. Southern scored to take 27 to 24 lead.
Jackson State has the ball. A
touchdown wins it, a field goal,
sends the game into overtime.
Moore plays it smart, dinking
the ball down the field. No risks
here, too much at stake. Jackson
State gets the ball down to the
Southern 6 yard line with 17
seconds left on the clock. Ball
is snapped. Moore drops back,
Southern blitzes and sacks
Moore. Southern crowd going
crazy. With no timeouts, JSU
scrambles back to the line so
Moore can spike it. Fortunately,
he gets the spike with two seconds left on the clock. Kicker
Ryan Deising runs out for the
game tying field goal. It will
be a 37 yard field goal attempt.
Snap is back, kick is up, and
NO GOOD! Tiger fans’ hearts
drop. Jaguar fans celebrating.
But to the dismay of Southern
fans, their coach called a timeout, just before the snap. Game
isn’t over yet. After the timeout,

Deising’s second attempt at a
field goal is good. OVERTIME!
Jackson State has the ball
first. After two unsuccessful
plays, Clayton Moore tosses
his second interception of the
game. Needing only a field
goal to win the championship,
Southern attempts the field
goal. Snap is back, kick is up,
and NO GOOD! DOUBLE
OVERTIME!
SWAC officials are loving
the game. Fans are loving the
game. In the stands, people can
be seen wiping their foreheads,
holding their head, smiling,
clapping, with some evening
praying.
Southern has the ball first
and they score a touchdown.
Lee Doss scores the go ahead
touchdown for Southern. Jackson State’s turn. They need a
touchdown to force triple overtime. 4th and goal from the six
yard line. Moore drops back,
looking, looking, sees Tommy
Gooden out the corner of his
eye in the flat. Gooden drifts towards the endzone. Moore lofts
a pass to Gooden, Touchdown!
Wait, hold up, the referee said
no good. Unaware of his footing, Tommy Gooden was out
of bounds when he caught the
pass. Southern wins. They go
wild! Jackson State players
drop to their knees in disbelief.
This time Southern wins the
close one.
Jackson State becomes the
first SWAC school to lose back
to back championships. Southern also broke the series tie,
giving them 30 wins to Jackson
State’s 29 in this rivalry.
Jackson State fans cheer their
Tigers on for a hard fought
game. They rallied back from
10 points to force double overtime, but fell short. 34 to 27 is
the final. What a game. What a
season.

JSU fans

The Darkside defense

Ryan Deising forcing overtime

Zack Pendleton scores a touchdown

Clayton Moore, a much better runner in his career than a passer

www.mississippilink.com

December 12 - 18, 2013

THE mississippi link • 17

The Links Incorporated, Jackson (MS)
Chapter celebrates Founders Day

Members of The Links, Incorporated
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Links, Incorporated, Jackson (MS) Chapter observed its 54th
Founders’ Day in the storied Woodworth Chapel at Tougaloo College
this past November. The theme was
“What it Means to be a Link Today.”
Link Eneid Frances,18th Southern Area Director of The Links Incorporated and Charter member of

PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON

the Ponchartrain (LA) Chapter of
The Links Incorporated, provided
a historical and contemporary explanation of “What it Means to be
a Link.”
Starting with visionary founders, Margaret Hawkins and Sarah
Scott, Link Francis illustrated how
the goal to build an organization of
women that would enrich, ensure
and sustain economic survival and

culture of African Americans 67
years ago is more compelling today.
The Links, Incorporated Jackson
(MS) Chapter was graced with the
presence of 27 members from the
Columbus-Lowndes, Natchez and
Vicksburg Chapters. Following the
Founders’ Day Ceremony, Link
Beverly Wade Hogan, president of
Tougaloo College, hosted a reception for the attendees.

Mayor Lumumba issues
proclamation honoring
Peryn Davis as Mississippi’s
‘Distinguished Young Woman’
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

Accolades for young Peryn Davis started with the Hinds County
Board of Supervisors with a proclamation sponsored by Supervisor
Peggy Calhoun. Now the City of
Jackson honors the young lady, as
Mayor Chokwe Lumumba presents her with a proclamation recently in honor of her excellence
in school and in the community,
locally, nationally and internationally.
Davis is a 2013 graduate of St.
Andrews Hgh School where she
excelled in every subject, graduating with honors. While at St.
Andrews, she was a member of
the Film Club, the Student Diversity Club and Service Committee, Global Studies Program
to Rwanda and Scotland, Chapel
Council, Teen Trendsetters Tutoring Program, Lott Leadership Institute, St. Andrews Varsity Team/
USTA Tournament player and
Duke Field Studies and Institute
on Gentiles.
She was the recipient of the St.
Andrews Spirit Award and was a
member of the Cum Laude Society. A recipient of the Book Award
for Latin IV, she earned the highest class average. Gaining a book
award for AP European History,

she earned the
highest average
and The Guillot
Travel Grant to
Rwanda. Along
with traveling
to Rwanda to
do community
service, she also
made a trip to
Honduras with
a medical team.
She has participated in the
charitable organizations like
Operation Shoe
String’s Tennis Camp, Pill
Count for Service to Malawi
and Jack and
Jill of America
Fun with Santa.
She was a
junior homecoming maid
at St. Andrews Lumumba and Davis
and was chosen as one of Portico Magazine’s tional competition as Mississippi’s
25 Students to Change the World. Distinguished Young Woman to
She placed second in the state in be held in Mobile, Ala. this year.
In presenting the proclamathe Ann Gordon Oratorical Competition. This versatile and accom- tion, Lumumba said, “December
plished young lady will represent 3, 2013 will be known as ‘Peryn
the state of Mississippi in the na- Reeves-Darby Day.’”

Zeta Phi Beta presents 2013
Debutante Cotillion winners

2013 Debutante Cotillion winners are (left to right) Ma’Kala Shuntia Renee Houston - 1st Runner Up; Teran
Danyelle Bell - 2nd Runner Up; Jasmine Nichole Epps -Miss Debutante 2013; and Te’Yah Nicholle Wright
- 3rd Runner Up. PHOTO BY JAY JOHNSON
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Zeta Phi Beta 2013
Scholarship Cotillion pre-

sented this year’s ‘Miss Debutante’ Jasmine Nichole Epps
with a $5,000 scholarship

to the college of her choice.
Epps is a senior at Jackson
Academy.

18 • the mississippi link

Movie Review:

December 12 - 18, 2013

www.mississippilink.com

“Mandela: Long
Walk
to
Freedom”
Idris impressive in inspirational

adaptation of late icon’s autobiography

By Kam Williams
Film Reviewer
Nelson “Madiba” Mandela
(Idris Elba) started secretly
writing
his
autobiography
“Long Walk to Freedom” while
still serving what he had every
reason to believe might very
well be a life sentence on Robben Island.
The lawyer-turned-spokesman for the outlawed African
National Congress had been
convicted of treason for trying
to dismantle South Africa’s racist regime. But he was indeed
freed following 27 years in
prison of imprisonment when
the bloody civil war was on
the brink of bringing an end to
Apartheid.
At that point, Mandela assured the apprehensive white
minority that despite the fact
that, “Fear has made you an un-

Sudoku

just and brutal people, when we
come to power, there will be no
revenge.”
Soon thereafter, he was democratically elected the nation’s
first black president, assuming
the reigns of power in 1994.
And that transition to majority rule did prove to be smooth,
with the help of pardons for
crimes against humanity being
granted by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to guilty
parties from both sides of the
conflict.
Directed by Justin Chadwick,
Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom is an epic biopic chronicling the rise, incarceration and
ultimate redemption of the recently-deceased political icon.
Versatile British actor Idris
Elba exhibits the requisite combination of outrage, dignity, empathy and steely resolve needed

to portray the late leader convincingly.
Still, since Mandela spends
the bulk of the movie behind
bars, much of the action revolves around his wife Winnie’s
(Naomie Harris) efforts to raise
their children while spearheading the movement in her husband’s absence.
Sadly, the decades-long separation eventually took a toll
on their marriage, between the
denial of conjugal visits and
Winnie’s resorting to ruthless
methods to silence suspected
snitches.
This film easily eclipses a biopic covering the same subject
matter called Winnie Mandela,
released just a couple of months
ago.
That relatively-pathetic disappointment co-starring Terence Howard and Jennifer Hud-

Crossword Puzzle

son as Nelson and Winnie,
respectively, was marred by
the protagonists’ atrocious
accents as well as by a disappointing script.
By contrast, this inspirational adaptation of Madiba’s
autobiography more than
does justice to his legacy first
as a freedom fighter and later
as a unifying figure for all of
South Africa.
RATING: Excellent (4
stars); PG-13 for sexuality,
intense violence, disturbing
images and brief profanity
In English, Afrikaans and
Xhosa with subtitles
Running time: 146 minutes
Distributor: The Weinstein
Company
To see a trailer for Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom,
visit:
http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Tyo-XeVcan4

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Doris Day

© Feature Exchange

This Week’s Horoscopes
This week it is important to be receptive
and learn as much as you can from
your teachers.

ACROSS
1. Heroic tale
5. Eager
9. Gourmet chocolate brand
11. Wind pointer
12. Take off
13. Swiss-like cheese
14. Compass point
15. Teacher’s assistant, for short
17. Card game
18. Breathe hard
20. Refer
22. Kimono sash
23. New England state (abbr.)
24. Radioactivity unit
27. Had on, as clothing
29. On fire
31. Crazy
32. Bread
33. Eye infection
34. Perch

DOWN
1. Killed
2. Put on __
3. Bite
4. Spots
5. Avenue
6. Capital of Liechtenstein
7. Witless
8. Presentation
10. Horse’s leash
16. Antenna
18. West Virginia (abbr.)
19. Spielberg’s alien
20. Around
21. Grubby
22. Has
24. Grain
25. Goofs
26. Be introduced
28. Vane direction
30. Skin
© Feature Exchange

1/21 - 2/19
Aquarius

This week you might have the desire to
isolate yourself to some extent even from
a close friend or companion.
7/23-8/21
Leo

This is an excellent time to begin a
project that you had been considering.
2/20 - 3/20
Pisces

You should maintain a positive attitude
today otherwise, you might become
frustrated and dull.
8/22 - 9/23
Virgo

Action is the theme for today. Don't miss
out on the opportunity!
3/21 - 4/20
Aries

A trip today could rekindle quite a few
sentimental memories at this time.
9/24 - 10/23
Libra

If you tend to be hot-tempered, this
may be aggravated today, and you can
be quite pugnacious.
4/21 - 5/21
Taurus

Today, it will be very important to focus
just on financial issues but don't dredge
up the past!
10/24 - 11/22
Scorpio

If you can be a more relaxed, easy-going
individual today, you may feel more
energy than usual.
5/22 - 6/21
Gemini

If you must travel today and visit relatives,
make sure to talk about pleasant memories.
11/23 - 12/22
Sagittarius

Your romantic levels might fluctuate
today which could lead to moments
of melancholy!
6/22 - 7/22
Cancer

Some greater responsibility may befall
you today and you may feel a little more
burdened by the commitment than usual.
12/23 - 1/20
Capricorn

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)
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Idris Elba named 2013
Sony trying to lure Will Smith,
Martin Lawrence for ‘Bad Boys 3’ sexiest man alive By
eurweb.com
Sony Studio has just ramped
up its effort to get Will Smith
and Martin Lawrence to reunite
for “Bad Boys 3.”
According to Deadline.com,
the studio is in early talks with
David Guggenheim to write the
script. Guggenheim is considered a hot property in Hollywood after penning the Denzel
Washington-Ryan Reynolds action thriller “Safe House.”
Deadline’s Mike Flemming
Jr. said, “Bad Boys II” was
released a decade ago, and
the sequel grossed $273 million on a $160 million budget.
Michael Bay directed the first
two, but he doesn’t seem to be
involved, at least at this point.

Jerry Bruckheimer is producing
the pic.”
Sony is trying to do this with
the original cast, which makes
it different from the other big
franchise reboots in the works,
“Men In Black” and “Ghostbusters.” Those are being rebooted. With “Ghostbusters,”
that has a lot to do with Bill
Murray being unwilling to reprise his signature role. With
“Men In Black,” the deal making on that film got to be prohibitively expensive with all
the talent and producer back
ends, to the point it was becoming impossible for the studio to
make money.
Since making a splash with
“Safe House,” Guggenheim

Essence Magazine

Lawrence and Smith
has been working steadily on
action thrillers that include a
“Safe House” sequel, as well as
the Scott Free-produced “Narco
Sub” for Doug Liman to direct,

Lynn Toler’s ‘Divorce Court’
renewed through 2014-15

eurweb.com
The marital strife will continue
for a 16th season on Twentieth
Television’s “Divorce Court.”
The syndicated daytime court
show has been renewed through
2014-15, Twentieth TV announced recently. The show is set
to return on Fox stations, as well
as Tribune, Sinclair, Meredith,
and Scripps-Howard stations.

“Divorce Court,” with Lynn
Toler on the bench, is the longestrunning court show, and of the
shows now airing in the genre,
is the oldest. It has been revived
more than any other court show:
the series has lived three lives in
first-run syndication: from 1957
to 1969, from 1985 to 1992, and
from 1999 - present. It has had
four different “judges.”

the McG-directed “Puzzle Palace,” and “Weaponized,” an
adaptation of the novel Guggenheim wrote with Nicholas
Mennuti.

eurweb.com
Adam Levine may rule as People magazine’s sexiest man alive
this year, but Essence magazine
readers beg to differ with their pick
for the publication’s Sexiest Man
Alive for this year, Idris Elba.
According to thegrio.com, the
actor, who has graced the big
screen this year with notable roles
in “Pacific Rim” and “Thor: The
Dark World,” owes the honor more
to his looks in addition to his talent.
To further add to the mix, Essence readers cited Elba’s charm as
another reason for him earning the
magazine’s recognition.
“When Elba smiles, he dazzles.
We’re seeing stars, moons and rainbows right about now,” Essence
noted.
Look for Elba to do what he
does best as he portrays former
South African civil rights activist and president Nelson Mandela

Elba

in “Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom.”
The Justin Chadwick -helmed
biopic, which also stars Naomie
Harris as Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, is set to hit theaters in the U.S.
on Christmas Day.

Toler
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piggly wiggly
December 11 - 17, 2013

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

FAMILY PACK FRESH

GROUND
CHUCK
$ 79

2

1

BONELESS
BOSTON BUTT
SIRLOIN TIP ROAST PORK ROAST

2

WHOLE
FRYERS
$ 00

1

PER LB.

FRESH

1

PER LB.

$ 99

ALL NATURAL FRESH

PORK
STEAKS
$ 59

PER LB.

PER LB.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

3 LBS. OR MORE FRESH

USDA CHOICE BEEF

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

SIRLOIN TIP
STEAK

3

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

$ 29

$ 49

2
$ 99
SPIRAL
WESTERN STYLE SHANK PORTION ROLLS
2
SLICED HAM
PORK RIBS
SMOKED HAM
$ 09
CHEESE
$ 79
$ 89
$ 49
1
1
1
1
$ 69
CHEESE
1
PEPSI PRODUCTS
POTATO
FROZEN
CHIPS
BISCUITS
2$
JUICE
4
$
/
5
2
$
2 $
/ 5 / 12 / 5 COOL WHIP ¢
99
CLEMENTINES
APPLES
VEGETABLES 4/$5
$ 99
¢
89
$
6
POTATOES
89
1
$ 99
FROZEN
PIES
POTATOES
CAULIFLOWER MUSHROOMS
3
$ 99 ICE CREAM $359
$ 99
$ 49
2
1
1
SUGARTREE

FAMILY PACK FRESH

COOK'S OR PIGGLY WIGGLY

PIGGLY WIGGLY REAL

BUTTER ................... $ 49
REG. / UNSALTED. 1 LB.

PILLSBURY GRANDS CINNAMON

16.5 - 17.5 OZ. ..............................

PER LB.

PER LB.

PER LB.

PIGGLY WIGGLY CREAM

8 OZ. .......................................

MARY B'S

FRITO LAY ASSORTED

SAVE ON

PIGGLY WIGGLY SHREDDED

8 OZ. ......................................

12 PACK 12 OZ. CANS

MINUTE MAID ORANGE

10 OZ.

24 - 35 OZ.

59 OZ. ......................................
DESSERT TOPPING

FRESH PRODUCE

SWEET FRESH

8 OZ. .......................................

WASHINGTON GROWN

PICTSWEET ASSORTED FROZEN

5 LB. BOX

GRANNY SMITH, RED OR GOLDEN, POUND

16 OZ. ..................................
PIGGLY WIGGLY

2 LB. .......................................

FRESH BROCCOLI OR

EACH

WHOLE

RUSSET

8 OZ.

8 LB.

SARA LEE

27 - 37 OZ. .................................
OLD FASHIONED

4 QT. . ......................................

