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Braves headed to inaugural Celebration Bowl

HOUSTON, Texas – A crowd
of 40,352 witnessed a recordsetting day by Alcorn State
as the Braves prevailed 49-21
over Grambling State to claim
the 2015 Southwestern Athletic
Conference Football Championship, becoming the first repeat
champion since the 2000-2002
Grambling State Tigers.
The Braves rewrote the record
books offensively, setting new
SWAC Championship Game
all-time highs in total yards of
offense (613), rushing yards
(411) and points scored (49).
In past seasons, the SWAC
Football Championship would
mark the end of the season. But
that’s not the case this year. The

Alcorn State coach Jay Hopson congratulates players.
victory over Grambling punched
Alcorn’s ticket to Atlanta where
the Braves will play in the inaugural Celebration Bowl. It’s

a matchup pitting the SWAC
champion versus the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference champion.

The 9-3 Braves will face 9-2
North Carolina A&T at noon
Dec. 19 in the Georgia Dome.
In last Saturday’s championship matchup both teams traded
punts to open the game. The defending champions struck first
as a 84-yard sprint to paydirt
by SWAC Championship Game
Offensive MVP Darryan Ragsdale opened the scoring. With
the run – his third attempt of
the game – Ragsdale broke the
SWAC Championship Game
record for most rushing yards
as well as the longest rush in
the game’s history. He ended
the day with 188 yards on the
ground.

SWAC

Continued on page 2

Deadline nears to enroll in health plan

Inside

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Heading into the final days
before the Dec. 15 deadline
for Jan. 1, 2016 coverage, over
2.8 million consumers selected
a plan in the HealthCare.gov
platform as of Dec. 5, including 23,224 individuals in Mississippi. This includes both
new consumers and consumers
returning to shop for private
health insurance plans sold on
HealthCare.gov.
“I am pleased with the strong
start to this year’s open enrollment,” Department of Health
and Human Services Secretary
Sylvia Burwell said. “While we
have more work to do, more
than 1 million new consumers
have signed up for affordable
quality coverage in the 38 states
that use HealthCare.gov. And
existing marketplace customers
who have returned and shopped
for a more affordable plan are

JSU team wins
contest aimed
at tackling
obesity
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Facts about open enrollment in Mississippi:
1. Since Open Enrollment began
on Nov. 1, 23,224 Mississippi
consumers have selected a
plan in the federally facilitated
marketplace.

gov consumers could save an
average of $513 annually in
premiums before tax credits for a
plan in the same level of coverage
by returning to shop.

2. Plans for 2016 are affordable,
82 percent of Mississippi enrollees
can find plans for $75 or less
a month in premiums after tax
credits. Nationwide, about 8 out
of 10 people who enroll in health
coverage through HealthCare.gov
qualify for financial help to make
their monthly premiums more
affordable.

4. When Mississippi customers
visit
HealthCare.gov
they’ll
find a variety of quality health
coverage options available. For
2016, Mississippi consumers can
choose from three issuers and an
average of 23 plans.

3. For 2016, 91 percent of
returning Mississippi HealthCare.
paying less in premiums this
year than they were paying last
year. Time is running out to
sign up for a health plan that begins on Jan. 1. With less than a
week remaining before the Dec.
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5. Free confidential enrollment
help is available if people in
Mississippi have questions or want
to talk through their options with a
trained professional.
15, deadline, we urge consumers to visit HealthCare.gov and
get enrolled.”
Open enrollment for 2016
health coverage at HealthCare.
gov began Nov. 1, and runs

Tyrese,
Rev. Run
to star in new
show on OWN
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JSU student
releases 9 books
in one year
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor

Nakoreya Roberson, 22, has
accomplished in one year what
some people need a lifetime to
do – become a best-selling author.
The Atlanta, Ga., native and
Jackson State University student has wanted to be a writer
since the age of 10. December
marks the one-year anniversary
of when she signed a contract to
write for a publishing company.
That was 16 books ago, and
nine books released in the past
year have become Amazon bestsellers. Her book, The Connect’s
Wife, sold 50,000 copies within
six months.
To add to her accomplishments, she is launching her
own publishing company called
NakoEXPO Publishing. Under
NakoEXPO Publishing, she
will groom other authors in the
genres of African-American romance, mystery, and children’s
literature. Aspiring writers can
submit their work for review at
NakoEXPO.com. She suggests
writers not submit their en-

Alcorn Braves revel in their championship win last weekend over Grambling. PHOTOS COURTESY OF SWAC / JAMES POSEY
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through Jan. 31, 2016. However, individuals who need coverage starting Jan. 1, 2016 must
sign up by the Dec. 15, 2015.
Having health insurance
when you can afford it is now
the law. If someone chooses
not to buy health insurance and
could afford to do so, they are
at risk of paying a fee of $695
or more.
Consumers should visit
HealthCare.gov or CuidadodeSalud.gov to review their coverage options, learn about what
financial assistance is available,
or to sign up or re-enroll in a
plan that best meets their needs.
Visit
LocalHelp@HealthCare.gov to find a listing enrollment centers and events in your
community where free, confidential enrollment help is offered.
Representatives at the 24hour call center are available
every day at 1-800-318-2596.

Nakoreya Roberson released
nine books in one year and has
launched her own publishing
company called NakoEXPO
Publishing.
tire manuscript for review, but
maybe only 15,000 words and a
summary.
“I didn’t know a lot before
signing (my contract),” Roberson said. “I want to help other
writers matriculate their literary
Author
Continued on page 2

Stamps now second
VP of national group
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials
has selected City Councilman
De’Keither Stamps as its second
vice president. The organization
selects individuals who have displayed outstanding leadership
that has produced a positive and
significant impact in local government and the African-American community.
Councilman
De’Keither
Stamps hopes to use his position as a way to streamline a
voice for concerns and issues
from citizens of the Capital City
to Washington, D.C. and to create an avenue for bringing more

vital resources
back to the
state he loves.
“As the second vice president of the
National Black
Caucus of LoStamps
cal Elected Officials, my goal is to engage and
communicate with national leaders in Washington, D.C., identify
their best practices that will help
create positive change here, and
bring those practices back to
implement across our city,” said

Stamps

Continued on page 2

$11,000 reward money
offered in investigation
From staff reports
On Monday, Hinds County
supervisors approved $1,000
reward money for anyone with
information about the armed
robbery and murder of Broderick Smith.
Smith, 36, was shot and killed
Nov. 19, at the O’Reilly’s Auto
Parts store on Livingston Road
in Jackson where he worked.
District 1 Supervisor Robert Graham made the motion
asking the supervisors to approve the reward bringing the
total reward money offered to
$11,000. The city of Jackson
and CrimeStoppers are offering
$2,500 each. O’Reilly’s Auto
Parts is offering $5,000.
“It is my experience as

a
former
CrimeStoppers
coordinator
that someone
knows or has
information
about
who
Graham
committed
this heinous crime and they
want to help,” Graham said.
“CrimeStoppers is an effective tool that should be utilized
more to bring criminals in hiding to justice.”
Graham believes the more
resources are pooled to increase
the reward amount, the more
likely Jackson police are to receive credible information that
could lead to a quicker arrest of
the assailants.

Share this issue with a friend
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The ensuing Tigers’ drive ended in two
plays, thanks to a 24-yard pick-six by Alcorn
State cornerback and SWAC Championship
Game Defensive MVP Warren Gatewood
that gifted the Braves a two-score lead in the
first quarter. Grambling State responded on
its next turn, when an Alcorn State roughing
the passer penalty helped to sustain a drive
that ended with a 14-yard touchdown run by
Johnathan Williams on the first snap of the
second quarter.
The Braves responded with a six-play,
72-yard drive that Lenorris Footman capped
with an 11-yard scoring toss to SWAC Newcomer of the Year Marquis Warford, and
the Braves regained their double-digit advantage. Grambling State returned serve as
Williams dropped in a 24-yard scoring toss
to Verlan Hunter to punctuate an eight-play,
96-yard march with 9:14 left in the second
quarter.
Alcorn State used some trickery to jumpstart its next scoring drive, as a 33-yard rush
by Warford on a jet sweep reverse put the
Braves in GSU territory. The Footman-toWarford connection took care of the rest
with a 28-yard score with 2:32 left in the
half to put the Braves ahead 28-14.
The teams traded turnovers in the third
quarter, when a fumble by Grambling’s Martez Carter was scooped up by Alcorn State’s
Eric Foster, who returned it to the GSU 16yard line. However, a holding penalty wiped
out a Ragsdale score and on the next play,
Grambling State’s Troy Roach forced a fumble that was recovered by Derwyn Butler to
stave off a potential score.
The Tigers’ following drive ended when

journey.”
Though her books are categorized as urban literature,
Roberson says her writing style
is atypical of books in that category. She promotes self-respect
and achieving goals in her writing. She avoids lots of profanity
and doesn’t drown readers in sex
scenes. She professes there are
no weak women in her stories.
Roberson grew up in a strict
household. Her family members
are die-hard University of Alabama fans, so naturally that’s
where she wanted to attend college. However, an unexpected
trip to Jackson introduced her to
what life would be like attending a historically black college.
She fell in love with JSU after
one visit.
When she came to Jackson
and JSU, she knew no one. A
natural introvert, Roberson says
that initially she was unhappy.
“My first two years will be
a book one day,” she says. She
had bad experiences managing
the freedom of being away from
home and in a new relationship.
Eventually she and some
friends joined Relevant Empowerment Church, where Jackson
Mayor Tony Yarber is pastor.
“That church gave me my
sanity back,” Roberson says.
She accepted salvation and de-

cided to pursue her dreams.
Those experiences were the
catalyst for founding a mentoring program at JSU called
Molding Girls Into Jacksonian
Women. The organization has
helped more than 300 girls. “I
didn’t want girls to go through
the horrible things I experienced,” she says.
Roberson’s former academic
advisor at JSU, Kenya Washington, recalls meeting her when
she first came to the university.
“She was a little shy, but she
always had dreams of writing
books and making movies,”
Washington recalled. “She’s
one of the few students who still
comes by to see me.”
Washington isn’t surprised by
Roberson’s success. “She was
adamant to make it happen,”
Washington says.
Roberson is a senior mass
communications major, but her
recent accomplishments has led
to so many demands in her life,
that she’s taking a break from
school to promote her books and
publishing company.
When things settle down, the
Georgia native wants to buy a
house in Brandon next year.
“I came to Mississippi a snobbish girl, but I love Mississippi.
I found my humble beginnings
in Mississippi,” she says.

several local barber shops across
the Jackson-metro area, countless young men will receive the
tools needed to improve and increase their reading skills.
The Jackson City Council also
approved a resolution which recognizes Jan. 1, 2015 to Dec. 31,
2024 as the International Decade
for People of African American
Descent in Jackson, Miss. The
resolution supports implementing measures to ensure equality
and the access to justice to decrease poverty and reduce social
exclusion for people of AfricanAmerican descent. The measure

also recognizes the need to take
practical steps through the adoption and effective implementation of policies to combat racism
and racial discrimination.
Created in 1970, the National
Black Caucus of Local Elected
Officials represents the concerns
and interests of African-American elected officials. The organization works with members to
inform them on issues affecting
the African-American community and helps to develop strategies to accomplish communityoriented goals through direct
action and legislation.

Alcorn Braves players don their new championship T-shirts. PHOTO COURTESY OF SWAC / JAMES POSEY
Gatewood picked off his second pass of the
evening, but the Braves couldn’t take advantage of it. On the ensuing punt, a muffed
catch was pounced on by Alcorn State, setting the Braves up at GSU’s 28 yard line.
Seven plays later, the Braves cashed in
thanks to a 9-yard touchdown scamper by
Footman that put them ahead 35-14 with
2:31 left in the quarter.
Alcorn State added to its lead with a
five-yard pitch and catch from Footman to
Corbin Johnson.
Grambling State responded with a touchdown with 7:53 left in the game with a 1–
yard plunge by Jestin Kelly, and Alcorn
State put up the final score of the night with
4:03 remaining on a 37-yard touchdown run
by Warford, who scored three times in the
game and accounted for 200 all-purpose

yards, third-most in SWAC Championship
Game history.
Gatewood picked off three passes, which
tied the SWAC Championship Game record
for most interceptions. Footman threw for
202 yards on 15-of-24 passing and three
scores. He also rushed for 101 yards and another score.
Williams was held in check to 225 yards
on 19-of-38 passing. He also rushed for 34
yards to lead the Tigers. Chester Rogers
caught seven passes for 61 yards, and Guy
Stallworth made 15 tackles, one shy of the
SWAC Championship Game record.
The attendance figure was the third-most
in SWAC Championship Game history, as
well as the most in the game’s history since
it moved to NRG Stadium and the most
since 2007.

Stamps
Continued from page 1

De’Keither Stamps. “We have
issues and concerns here that demand resolutions, and the only
way we will resolve these issues
is to strengthen that connection
and get feedback from national
leaders.”
Serving as the previous City
Council president, Stamps remains well-known as an advocate for the improvement of the
quality of life of citizens in Jackson and across Mississippi.
In 2014, he sponsored an ordinance that requires officers to
complete training on the nature
of hate crimes, identifying vic-

tims and perpetrators of hate
crimes, and the procedures for
recording hate crime statistics.
It also requires the police chief
to develop guidelines for collecting and documenting hate crime
data.
“Our state has a deep-rooted
history of racially-motivated
crimes including the murder of
Emmet Till, the assassination
of Medgar Evers and the brutal
murder of James Craig Anderson, said Stamps. “This ordinance will ensure an efficient
process and system to accurately
report hate crimes, so we can

encourage victims of these malicious acts to report these occurrences and be more proactive in
fighting these malicious acts.”
Also under his leadership, the
Jackson City Council passed the
Responsible Gun Ownership
Ordinance which was designed
to decrease the number of cases
involving the wrongful identification of stolen or sold firearms.
This important measure requires
individuals to report lost or stolen firearms to the police within
48 hours. The Enterprise Community Zone Ordinance also
passed and was designed as an

incentive to offer businesses an
additional tax credit to help them
pay for factors associated with
the development of their business.
In 2015, Stamps collaborated
with the Jackson Parent Teacher Association to successfully
launch the Books in the Barbershop initiative which seeks to increase male engagement and improve the reading skills of young
men across our community by
providing local barber shops
with books for accessible and
convenient reading. Thanks to
the support and participation of
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Links, Inc. Jackson (MS) Chapter
hosts 56th Founders’ Day

Members of the Jackson (MS) Chapter of the Links, Incorporate
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson (MS) Chapter
of the Links, Incorporated
celebrated its 56th Founders’
Day on Nov. 22, at the Capital Club Downtown Jackson.
Only days before Thanksgiving, the officers and members
wanted to show appreciation
and give thanks to its families
and the community for the
support and participation they
have provided over the years.
President Ivye Allen stated,
“It is with sincere gratitude
that we honor our Connecting
Links, (husbands of our Link

members), our Heir-O-Links,
(children of our Link members), and our friends at-large,
who have supported the many
invaluable service projects we
provide to our community. We
could not do the work we do
without your support.”
The chairman of the 56th
Founders’ Day Celebration
was Laquita Brown and the
co-chairman was Brenda
Middleton.
Awards of Appreciation
were given to Connecting
Links and Heir-O-Links for
their Outstanding Service.

Connecting Links, husbands of the Jackson (MS) Link members

Heir-O-Links, children of the Jackson (MS) Link members
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Former Terry
mayor to serve
10 years
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Roderick Nicholson, former mayor of
Terry, was sentenced Dec. 8 to serve 40
years in custody of Mississippi Department
of Corrections, with 10 to serve. He was
also ordered to pay restitution and court
costs in the amount of $7,629.12.
Nicholson pled guilty to five counts of
embezzlement Nov. 23, and has been in
custody of the Rankin County Sheriff’s
Department.
From January 2011 through December
2012, Nicholson used the town of Terry’s
credit card to make unauthorized personal
purchases and submitted false bills to be
repaid by Terry.
“It is a good day for the town of Terry
knowing their tax dollars aren’t being spent
on the former mayor’s personal bills,” said
State Auditor Stacey Pickering. “I’d like
to thank the Attorney General’s Office for
working jointly on pursuing this investigation.”
Nicholson was arrested by agents from
the State Auditor’s Office and investigators
with the Attorney General’s Public Integrity Division in March on a Rankin County
Grand Jury indictment.
“The duties of public office demand
absolute integrity,” said Attorney General
Hood. “We appreciate Judge Chapman’s
sentence ordering full restitution and time
behind bars. We also appreciate the cooperation between our office and the Department of Audit which led to this successful
prosecution.”
The case was jointly investigated by
the Auditor’s Office and the Attorney
General’s Public Integrity Division, and
prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General
Stanley Alexander and Special Assistant
Attorney General Marvin Sanders of the
Attorney General’s Public Integrity Division.
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Families suffer as medical examiners struggle with backlogs
The Mississippi Link Newswire
BOSTON – A severe shortage of medical examiners nationwide means families must
sometimes wait months for
death certificates and autopsy
reports, compounding their
grief and at times creating financial hardships by holding up
life insurance payouts and other
benefits.
In Massachusetts, it took
more than a year for the state’s
troubled chief medical examiner’s office to determine that
a man named Neil Carruthers
died at age 34 of complications
from an undetected congenital
heart condition. While his family waited, his life insurance
provider refused to turn over a
$45,000 payout from the estate
of his wife, who had lost her
battle with brain cancer two
days after he died.
“It needs to change,” said his
mother, Rosanne Carruthers.

“Families should not have to
wait like we had to wait to find
out things that could affect other
family members.”
The National Commission
on Forensic Science estimates
there are about 500 board-certified pathologists in the country,
fewer than half of the 1,100 to
1,200 or more needed to keep
up with autopsies. The cause
is largely driven by underfunding and relatively low pay when
compared with other medical
specialties.
In Rhode Island, the chief
medical examiner resigned in
August after the state’s national
accreditation was downgraded.
An inspection found not enough
staffers to handle death investigations - just five people to
handle more than 1,200 cases in
2014.
In Montana, state officials
had to send bodies elsewhere
for autopsies last summer after

In this Nov. 9 photo, Rosanne Carruthers, center, and her husband Robert
Carruthers, of Sterling, Mass., pose at their home in Sterling near a photo of
their son Neil Carruthers and his wife, Tina. The young couple died within
two days of each other, and it took more than a year for the medical examiner’s office to determine Neil’s cause of death.AP PHOTO/STEVEN SENNE
the state’s only two forensic
medical examiners qualified to
assist county coroners quit. A
review found “serious deficiencies” with a half-dozen child au-

topsies done by a former associate medical examiner, including
missed, ignored or discounted
brain injuries that should have
prompted further investigation.

In North Carolina, after an
elderly couple died in a hotel
room in 2013, it took the office six weeks to determine the
cause was carbon monoxide
poisoning. No one warned the
public before an 11-year-old
boy asphyxiated in the same
room two months later. Police
said blood tests on the couple
were initially inconclusive and
did not explain the delay.
In Massachusetts, the chronically understaffed, mismanaged
chief medical examiner’s office
has been beset by scandals that
reached a crisis point in 2007,
when the office misplaced the
body of a man who was later
found buried in a grave meant
for another man.
The state’s chief medical examiner was fired after a report
found that the office had been
so mismanaged it was “on the
verge of collapse.”
A 2008 review recommended

17 full-time forensic pathologists to deal with the volume of
autopsies. Seven years later, the
office has just nine full-time pathologists and two part-timers.
Medical examiners say that
even if their legislatures allocated more money, they would still
have a hard time finding enough
forensic pathologists.
The Massachusetts medical
examiner’s office has been trying for two years to hire more
forensic pathologists, but not a
single candidate has applied.
“It’s icky work,” said Dr.
Todd Grey, Utah’s chief medical
examiner. “It’s not something a
lot of people are comfortable
doing.”
Another deterrent is the money. Pathologists who work in
medical examiner’s offices earn
significantly less than those who
work in hospitals - an average
of about $185,000 compared
with $335,000.

Planned parenthood clinics are open, but on guard
By Kristen Wyatt
Associated Press
DENVER – Bulletproof glass
and armed security are nothing
new at medical clinics that provide abortions. But in the wake
of a deadly shooting at a Planned
Parenthood clinic in Colorado,
clinics nationwide are redoubling security efforts, checking
surveillance cameras and reviewing evacuation plans.
Police say they’re adding patrols to clinics to guard against
those who might be inspired
to mimic a shootout that killed
three people and injured nine.
For the folks who work in the

nation’s 400-some clinics that
provide abortions, it’s a time of
resolve and reflection about the
dangers they face.
“It is an unusual time,” said
Vicki Cowart, CEO for Planned
Parenthood in the Rocky Mountain Region. “There a vitriol,
there’s a hate speech in our
country going on right now that
could be causing more violence
than we might otherwise see.”
But the clinic in Colorado
Springs remains closed, heavily
damaged during an hourslong
standoff last Friday. Police say
Robert Lewis Dear, 57, terrorized dozens when he opened fire

at the clinic, which had 45 people inside but no security guard.
The shootout left three dead,
including a police officer and a
man who reportedly accompanied his pregnant friend to an
ultrasound appointment.
The FBI sent a bulletin in September warning such clinics that
“it is likely criminal or suspicious incidents will continue to
be directed against reproductive
health care providers, their staff
and facilities.”
There have been 11 murders
and more than 220 bombings
and arson attacks at abortion
facilities in the U.S. since 1977,

according to the National Abortion Foundation.
National Abortion Federation
President Vicki Saporta said her
group sent advisories to clinics
and hospitals providing abortions to be on heightened alert
following the Colorado shooting.
The clinics already had extensive security plans, Saporta
said. But the gunbattle reminded
them to check security cameras,
make sure alarms and locks are
in working order and to review
with staffers a plan for what to
do if they believe they’re being
attacked.

In this Nov. 29 file photo, a sign in support of Planned Parenthood stands
just south of the clinic as police investigators gather evidence near the
scene of Friday’s shooting at the clinic in northwest Colorado Springs,
Colo. Bulletproof glass and armed security are nothing new at medical clinics that provide abortions. AP PHOTO/DAVID ZALUBOWSKI, FILE
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No meeting without an agenda
By Jeffrey Boney
NNPA Columnist

I must tell you
that one of the
saddest displays
I have witnessed
over the past
week has been
the debacle surrounding several
members of the black clergy and
their political meeting that was
touted as an endorsement of Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump.
I have been one of the biggest proponents of telling black
people not to put all of their eggs
in one basket and encouraging
black people to avoid voting
straight-ticket in elections.
It has been my belief and
stance that we, as black people,
should develop our own collective agenda and present that
agenda to every candidate, regardless of political party.
According to Merriam-Webster, an agenda is a list or outline of things to be considered or
done. An agenda lists the meeting activities in the order they’ll
be presented from beginning to
end.
An agenda should always be
developed in order to effectively

communicate to each participant
that the meeting will be conducted in an orderly fashion and
that productivity is the ultimate
goal. An agenda can ensure that
the meeting stays on track and
that special projects and routine
operations proceed as intended.
Having an agenda allows every participant to familiarize
themselves with the purpose of
the meeting and the topics being
discussed, while determining
what outcomes and deliverables
every participant may expect
from the meeting.
The difference between having a meeting, with or without
an agenda, could spell the difference between success and
chaos. Having a meeting with
an agenda can lessen arguments,
control emotional responses, increase productivity, build unity
and respect the time of every
participant.
An agenda can help a group of
people function as an effective
team.
By having all participants accept the agenda in advance of
any meeting, a spirit of unity is
thrust upon the participants that
positively impacts the meeting
flow and strategically directs

what issues will be discussed.
Having a real agenda in place
challenges everyone in the
meeting to have a greater sense
of understanding and control of
their emotions, so that everyone
is in agreement with the overall
goals and objectives being more
important than selfish outcomes.
I don’t have a problem with
any black person, black leader
or black minister meeting with
candidates from any particular
political party, however, when
you have that meeting without
having a plan of action or an
agenda that is representative of
something substantive and progressive, this is where I have a
problem.
That is what we saw this week
when a collection of black ministers met Trump at his Trump
Towers in New York. The rhetoric that was spewed by each of
the black ministers that spoke
before the meeting and after the
meeting, has been deeply disturbing to me.
When you consider the fact
that these black ministers are
leading congregations of predominately black people and are
essentially unable to effectively
communicate their reasoning

and need to meet with Trump
is problematic and should be
concerning to us all – especially
those who attend their churches.
As I watched an interview between TV One’s News One Now
host and managing editor Roland Martin and Steve Parson,
pastor of the Richmond Christian Center in Richmond, Va., I
began to cringe as I witnessed a
man who leads a congregation
of thousands, unable to effectively communicate one thing
that Trump discussed that would
benefit the African-American
community over their two-hour
meeting with him.
When asked about any specific public policy issues that were
discussed in the meeting with
Trump, Parson could not even
cite anything of substance. The
same thing was clear with all of
the black ministers who have
spoken about the meeting. They
have spouted off about Trump
promising to bring jobs to theblack community and supporting
financial literacy and encouraging entrepreneurship, but nothing of substance was discussed
concerning some concrete plans
to address unemployment, home
ownership, small business lend-

SBA loans in the black community

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist

During
the
2000 Presidential
Election,
President George
W. Bush made a
written pledge
to the National
Black Chamber of Commerce.
He claimed that he would focus
on the doors leading to increasing capital access for minority businesses. To our astonishment, he delivered on that
pledge while Candidate Al Gore
refused to make such a pledge.
That pledge began eight years of
positive growth in Small Business Administration lending.
The above activity soon began to disappear for two reasons: The effects of the subprime mortgage crisis and the
lethargic activity coming out of
the Obama SBA.
President Obama figured
the quick fix would be more
and more regulation. In 2010,
he signed the Dodd – Frank
Amendment,
which
piled
“mountains” of paperwork and
rules onto our banking institutions. The push back was major
banks began refusing to underwrite small loans, inclusive
of the guaranteed SBA loans.
When President Bush stepped

BEYOND THE RHETORIC
down the SBA was doing over
8 percent in loans to black businesses. Today, under the Obama
apathy and immense regulations, the SBA is doing less than
1.8 percent in lending to black
businesses.
It got worse than this, the
SBA began attacking the NBCC
for letting out the news of the
downward trend. They even
claimed that I had no access to
the percentages of loans, because no one tracks them. To
my surprise, George Curry,
who was editor of the National
Newspaper Publishing Association took their “bait” and began
believing them over the NBCC.
Finally, after a white investigative reporter from the Wall
Street Journal confirmed my allegations, George came around.
According to the Valley Economic Development Center,
“SBA loans to African Americans declined 47 percent between 2009 and 2013, even as
overall SBA loan volume rose
roughly 25 percent during the
same period.” Doesn’t this paint
the picture?
The subprime mortgage crisis devastated the net worth of
black families. That net worth
was based on equity in our

homes. The homes have disappeared in many of our communities and with it went the
equity, which made new entrepreneurs bankable.
The biggest players in the
mortgage business were Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. These
two government-sponsored enterprises are now “owned” by
the Obama Administration as he
virtually “seized” them as they
approach bankruptcy. Will they
bounce back? That is doubtful
as right now the Obama Administration is trying to liquidate
the two firms. We are fighting
against this effort.
The above should be a hot
topic during the presidential debates but so far there has been
no traction. We are going to
bang the “drums” much harder
for it to become a major political
issue. Despite the lack of financial activity, African-American
firms offer a direct path to job
opportunities. Our restaurants,
service providers, IT shops,
construction companies, etc. are
the key to our growth and financial gain. The lifeblood for these
companies is upstart capital and
that necessity is fading under
the current Administration and
it is paramount that the next Administration will address it with
a vengeance.

There is one hidden blessing
coming out of the Dodd-Frank
Amendment. Under current
banking law, commercial banks
cannot record the demographics of their lending (except SBA
loans). This is called Regulation
B. Our implementers of the Civil
Rights Act of 1965 thought this
would help prohibit discrimination. If there is discrimination in
lending what better way to detect
it than tracking the numbers and
volume? We have been fighting
for the expulsion of Regulation
B for over twenty years. Thank
God it is going away by way of
the Dodd-Frank Amendment. It
has been taking years to happen
but within the next three years,
under a new Administration it is
going to happen. Hopefully, our
Congressional Black Caucus
will focus on this opportunity
and police the activity.
The National Black Chamber of Commerce is dedicating
2016 to the emergence of more
capital access for our business
members. The plans will start
unfolding early next year. Stay
tuned.
Harry Alford is the cofounder, president/CEO of the
National Black Chamber of
Commerce®. Website: www.nationalbcc.org Email: halford@
nationalbcc.org

Black man asks for a light, white woman panicked
By Bill Fletcher, Jr.
NNPA Columnist
The story is nothing short of remarkable. In one instant
it told us more about
the United States
than any number of
documentaries.
Sherry McLain, a 67 year-old
white woman from Tennessee
was loading her car in a Walmart
parking lot. James Crutchfield,
a 52 year-old black man approached her seeking a light for
a cigarette. McLain allegedly
pulled a gun on Crutchfield allegedly fearing for her life. She
later stated that she had never
been more afraid.
Crutchfield is quite lucky to
be alive. McLain was, interestingly enough, arrested, though

she protested that this was unfair and that Crutchfield was the
problem.
In reading about the case, I
found myself thinking about the
manner in which it illustrated so
much about the reinforcement of
racism. Cameras that filmed the
incident apparently indicated no
evidence of aggression on the
part of Crutchfield.
The McLain incident reminds
us that in the U.S., the presumption of guilt always hangs over
the head of those of us of the
darker persuasion. About a year
ago I was driving through South
Carolina on my way to a conference in Myrtle Beach. I said to
my wife that there were certain
places along the route where I
would fear breaking down, not
because they were cell phone

dead zones, but because they
were white areas and that I would
fear for my life knocking on the
door of some resident in order
to seek help. While some would
consider this paranoia, you only
have to remember the tragic killing of Renisha McBride in Michigan for doing just that. Her car
apparently broke down and she
knocked on the door of a white
man for help, only to receive a
bullet as a reply.
It is not just that incidents such
as the McLain vs. Crutchfield
run-in, or the killing of McBride
are unjust and tragic. These incidents flow from the deeply held
view among so many whites that
black people are dangerous, volatile and prone to violence. It is
a notion that is rooted in slavery
and the fear that the white popu-

lation held that the slave might
someday revolt and bring violent
revenge upon whites for the oppression we have suffered.
This fear has existed wherever
there has been slavery and/or colonialism; the fear of the black;
the fear of the Native American;
the fear of the Asian; the fear of
the Latino.
This is what is truly at the core
of the gun debate. It has little to
do with the 2nd Amendment. It
has to do with the gun as a definition of whiteness; a symbol of
authority over, first the African
and Native American, and later
the Latino and Asian.
Bill Fletcher Jr. is the host of
The Global African on TelesurEnglish. Follow him on Twitter,
Facebook, and at www.billfletcherjr.com.

ing disparity, education, mass
incarceration, police brutality
and other important issues in the
black community.
In all, it was just another
meeting with no real agenda,
held with black people who have
the ability to influence, but are
not on the frontlines of many of
these important issues. It is sad.
I love the way Pastor Jamal
Bryant of The Empowerment
Temple Church in Baltimore,
Md., described his fellow black
ministers who met with Trump.
Bryant called them “prostitutes” who were simply seeking
“their 15 minutes of fame” and
he said “they are prostituting
themselves and, in essence, the
black church.”
Whoa!!!
Bryant refused to attend the
Trump meeting and went on
social media to call out every
black minister whose name was
listed on a flyer that promoted
the meeting. He accused those
who did go to meeting of “selling out” for a moment in the national spotlight.
Bryant also criticized the
black ministers who chastised
him for working with Minister
Louis Farrakhan and with the

Black Lives Matter movement,
yet chose to meet with Trump,
who has publicly been disrespectful to blacks, Hispanics,
women, the disabled and many
more.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
stated that “our lives begin to
end, the day we become silent
about the things that matter.”
Black ministers have always
provided leadership, encouraged education and focused on
economic growth in the black
community, so in order for
black people to respect the black
church and consider it relevant
to their lives, black ministers
must go beyond simply meeting with political candidates and
must step up and use their voice,
influence and resources to go
beyond building fancy edifices.
Black ministers need to be the
voices that are respected again.
Jeffrey L. Boney serves as associate editor and is an awardwinning journalist for the Houston Forward Times newspaper.
Boney is a Next Generation
Project Fellow, international
speaker, entrepreneur, business development strategist and
founder/CEO of the Texas Business Alliance.

Ask Alma

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Wives and sex
Dear Alma,
Over my long Thanksgiving
weekend, everywhere I went I
encountered my married brothas complaining about the
same thing – wives not wanting or initiating sex. It was as
much a constant as football
and turkey.
These are good men, Alma.
They want to do the right
thing, but some feel trapped.
They can be faithful and
celibate or they can creep.
And yes, some have already
strayed. (One married friend
told of an encounter he had
with his girlfriend inside a
bathroom that made our hair
stand on end.)
We all agreed that our wives
would never do something
so…so…so…so damned sexy
and daring. Tell me, Alma.
Why do wives avoid sex with
their husbands (when the
girlfriends can’t seem to get
enough)? And don’t give me
that lame excuse about wives
having to work on their jobs
then come home to do housework and homework.
Most of my friends share
equally in housekeeping and
child-rearing duties. Simply
put, if a wife won’t “cook” for
her man at home, shouldn’t
she expect him to occasionally
eat out?
– A real bro
Dear real bro,
You’re kidding, right?
Aaaahhh, no. You are not allowed to switch to fast food
after you’ve committed to
a fine dining establishment.
Since this is the holiday season, I think it’s high time I
address this issue and let you
guys in on a “cooking” secret.
Hear me when I say this: A
thoroughly basted turkey turns
out moist and tender every

time. Are you feeling me? Let
me break it down. In the beginning, you really don’t have
to do much to get the gravy
going. But once you’ve had
your favorite holiday dish year
after year, we all know what to
expect. You need to spice that
sucker up just a little every
now and again. Add a little
more hot sauce here and a
little less mustard there. It just
depends on the occasion. Give
the turkey in your kitchen all
the attention it deserves.
You don’t need to take that
extra effort outside your home,
‘cause either way you’re putting out effort. Why not display all your extra trimmings
where it feeds and nurtures
your commitment?
Reach into the cabinet and
take out everything you got.
While you’re waiting for the
oven to get hot, delicately rub
and pat down your turkey.
Please tell me you pulled it
out of the freezer this morning and you’ve given it appropriate time and assistance
to thaw. Add all the ingredients necessary. Don’t be shy;
good cooks make sure they
get all up in those nooks and
crannies. That’s the old school
way; you’ve got to put your
foot in it. LOL. Once you’ve
seasoned that bad boy to the
best of your ability, trust me,
it’s ready to roast. (And the
specials of the week will make
you blush!)
– Alma
Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles
at USA Today, Newsday and
the Washington Post. Email
questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her
on Facebook at “Ask Alma”
and Twitter @almaaskalma.
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No meeting without an agenda
By Jeffrey Boney
NNPA Columnist

I must tell you
that one of the
saddest displays
I have witnessed
over the past
week has been
the debacle surrounding several
members of the black clergy and
their political meeting that was
touted as an endorsement of Republican presidential candidate
Donald Trump.
I have been one of the biggest proponents of telling black
people not to put all of their eggs
in one basket and encouraging
black people to avoid voting
straight-ticket in elections.
It has been my belief and
stance that we, as black people,
should develop our own collective agenda and present that
agenda to every candidate, regardless of political party.
According to Merriam-Webster, an agenda is a list or outline of things to be considered or
done. An agenda lists the meeting activities in the order they’ll
be presented from beginning to
end.
An agenda should always be
developed in order to effectively

communicate to each participant
that the meeting will be conducted in an orderly fashion and
that productivity is the ultimate
goal. An agenda can ensure that
the meeting stays on track and
that special projects and routine
operations proceed as intended.
Having an agenda allows every participant to familiarize
themselves with the purpose of
the meeting and the topics being
discussed, while determining
what outcomes and deliverables
every participant may expect
from the meeting.
The difference between having a meeting, with or without
an agenda, could spell the difference between success and
chaos. Having a meeting with
an agenda can lessen arguments,
control emotional responses, increase productivity, build unity
and respect the time of every
participant.
An agenda can help a group of
people function as an effective
team.
By having all participants accept the agenda in advance of
any meeting, a spirit of unity is
thrust upon the participants that
positively impacts the meeting
flow and strategically directs

what issues will be discussed.
Having a real agenda in place
challenges everyone in the
meeting to have a greater sense
of understanding and control of
their emotions, so that everyone
is in agreement with the overall
goals and objectives being more
important than selfish outcomes.
I don’t have a problem with
any black person, black leader
or black minister meeting with
candidates from any particular
political party, however, when
you have that meeting without
having a plan of action or an
agenda that is representative of
something substantive and progressive, this is where I have a
problem.
That is what we saw this week
when a collection of black ministers met Trump at his Trump
Towers in New York. The rhetoric that was spewed by each of
the black ministers that spoke
before the meeting and after the
meeting, has been deeply disturbing to me.
When you consider the fact
that these black ministers are
leading congregations of predominately black people and are
essentially unable to effectively
communicate their reasoning

and need to meet with Trump
is problematic and should be
concerning to us all – especially
those who attend their churches.
As I watched an interview between TV One’s News One Now
host and managing editor Roland Martin and Steve Parson,
pastor of the Richmond Christian Center in Richmond, Va., I
began to cringe as I witnessed a
man who leads a congregation
of thousands, unable to effectively communicate one thing
that Trump discussed that would
benefit the African-American
community over their two-hour
meeting with him.
When asked about any specific public policy issues that were
discussed in the meeting with
Trump, Parson could not even
cite anything of substance. The
same thing was clear with all of
the black ministers who have
spoken about the meeting. They
have spouted off about Trump
promising to bring jobs to theblack community and supporting
financial literacy and encouraging entrepreneurship, but nothing of substance was discussed
concerning some concrete plans
to address unemployment, home
ownership, small business lend-

SBA loans in the black community

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist

During
the
2000 Presidential
Election,
President George
W. Bush made a
written pledge
to the National
Black Chamber of Commerce.
He claimed that he would focus
on the doors leading to increasing capital access for minority businesses. To our astonishment, he delivered on that
pledge while Candidate Al Gore
refused to make such a pledge.
That pledge began eight years of
positive growth in Small Business Administration lending.
The above activity soon began to disappear for two reasons: The effects of the subprime mortgage crisis and the
lethargic activity coming out of
the Obama SBA.
President Obama figured
the quick fix would be more
and more regulation. In 2010,
he signed the Dodd – Frank
Amendment,
which
piled
“mountains” of paperwork and
rules onto our banking institutions. The push back was major
banks began refusing to underwrite small loans, inclusive
of the guaranteed SBA loans.
When President Bush stepped

BEYOND THE RHETORIC
down the SBA was doing over
8 percent in loans to black businesses. Today, under the Obama
apathy and immense regulations, the SBA is doing less than
1.8 percent in lending to black
businesses.
It got worse than this, the
SBA began attacking the NBCC
for letting out the news of the
downward trend. They even
claimed that I had no access to
the percentages of loans, because no one tracks them. To
my surprise, George Curry,
who was editor of the National
Newspaper Publishing Association took their “bait” and began
believing them over the NBCC.
Finally, after a white investigative reporter from the Wall
Street Journal confirmed my allegations, George came around.
According to the Valley Economic Development Center,
“SBA loans to African Americans declined 47 percent between 2009 and 2013, even as
overall SBA loan volume rose
roughly 25 percent during the
same period.” Doesn’t this paint
the picture?
The subprime mortgage crisis devastated the net worth of
black families. That net worth
was based on equity in our

homes. The homes have disappeared in many of our communities and with it went the
equity, which made new entrepreneurs bankable.
The biggest players in the
mortgage business were Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. These
two government-sponsored enterprises are now “owned” by
the Obama Administration as he
virtually “seized” them as they
approach bankruptcy. Will they
bounce back? That is doubtful
as right now the Obama Administration is trying to liquidate
the two firms. We are fighting
against this effort.
The above should be a hot
topic during the presidential debates but so far there has been
no traction. We are going to
bang the “drums” much harder
for it to become a major political
issue. Despite the lack of financial activity, African-American
firms offer a direct path to job
opportunities. Our restaurants,
service providers, IT shops,
construction companies, etc. are
the key to our growth and financial gain. The lifeblood for these
companies is upstart capital and
that necessity is fading under
the current Administration and
it is paramount that the next Administration will address it with
a vengeance.

There is one hidden blessing
coming out of the Dodd-Frank
Amendment. Under current
banking law, commercial banks
cannot record the demographics of their lending (except SBA
loans). This is called Regulation
B. Our implementers of the Civil
Rights Act of 1965 thought this
would help prohibit discrimination. If there is discrimination in
lending what better way to detect
it than tracking the numbers and
volume? We have been fighting
for the expulsion of Regulation
B for over twenty years. Thank
God it is going away by way of
the Dodd-Frank Amendment. It
has been taking years to happen
but within the next three years,
under a new Administration it is
going to happen. Hopefully, our
Congressional Black Caucus
will focus on this opportunity
and police the activity.
The National Black Chamber of Commerce is dedicating
2016 to the emergence of more
capital access for our business
members. The plans will start
unfolding early next year. Stay
tuned.
Harry Alford is the cofounder, president/CEO of the
National Black Chamber of
Commerce®. Website: www.nationalbcc.org Email: halford@
nationalbcc.org

Black man asks for a light, white woman panicked
By Bill Fletcher, Jr.
NNPA Columnist
The story is nothing short of remarkable. In one instant
it told us more about
the United States
than any number of
documentaries.
Sherry McLain, a 67 year-old
white woman from Tennessee
was loading her car in a Walmart
parking lot. James Crutchfield,
a 52 year-old black man approached her seeking a light for
a cigarette. McLain allegedly
pulled a gun on Crutchfield allegedly fearing for her life. She
later stated that she had never
been more afraid.
Crutchfield is quite lucky to
be alive. McLain was, interestingly enough, arrested, though

she protested that this was unfair and that Crutchfield was the
problem.
In reading about the case, I
found myself thinking about the
manner in which it illustrated so
much about the reinforcement of
racism. Cameras that filmed the
incident apparently indicated no
evidence of aggression on the
part of Crutchfield.
The McLain incident reminds
us that in the U.S., the presumption of guilt always hangs over
the head of those of us of the
darker persuasion. About a year
ago I was driving through South
Carolina on my way to a conference in Myrtle Beach. I said to
my wife that there were certain
places along the route where I
would fear breaking down, not
because they were cell phone

dead zones, but because they
were white areas and that I would
fear for my life knocking on the
door of some resident in order
to seek help. While some would
consider this paranoia, you only
have to remember the tragic killing of Renisha McBride in Michigan for doing just that. Her car
apparently broke down and she
knocked on the door of a white
man for help, only to receive a
bullet as a reply.
It is not just that incidents such
as the McLain vs. Crutchfield
run-in, or the killing of McBride
are unjust and tragic. These incidents flow from the deeply held
view among so many whites that
black people are dangerous, volatile and prone to violence. It is
a notion that is rooted in slavery
and the fear that the white popu-

lation held that the slave might
someday revolt and bring violent
revenge upon whites for the oppression we have suffered.
This fear has existed wherever
there has been slavery and/or colonialism; the fear of the black;
the fear of the Native American;
the fear of the Asian; the fear of
the Latino.
This is what is truly at the core
of the gun debate. It has little to
do with the 2nd Amendment. It
has to do with the gun as a definition of whiteness; a symbol of
authority over, first the African
and Native American, and later
the Latino and Asian.
Bill Fletcher Jr. is the host of
The Global African on TelesurEnglish. Follow him on Twitter,
Facebook, and at www.billfletcherjr.com.

ing disparity, education, mass
incarceration, police brutality
and other important issues in the
black community.
In all, it was just another
meeting with no real agenda,
held with black people who have
the ability to influence, but are
not on the frontlines of many of
these important issues. It is sad.
I love the way Pastor Jamal
Bryant of The Empowerment
Temple Church in Baltimore,
Md., described his fellow black
ministers who met with Trump.
Bryant called them “prostitutes” who were simply seeking
“their 15 minutes of fame” and
he said “they are prostituting
themselves and, in essence, the
black church.”
Whoa!!!
Bryant refused to attend the
Trump meeting and went on
social media to call out every
black minister whose name was
listed on a flyer that promoted
the meeting. He accused those
who did go to meeting of “selling out” for a moment in the national spotlight.
Bryant also criticized the
black ministers who chastised
him for working with Minister
Louis Farrakhan and with the

Black Lives Matter movement,
yet chose to meet with Trump,
who has publicly been disrespectful to blacks, Hispanics,
women, the disabled and many
more.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
stated that “our lives begin to
end, the day we become silent
about the things that matter.”
Black ministers have always
provided leadership, encouraged education and focused on
economic growth in the black
community, so in order for
black people to respect the black
church and consider it relevant
to their lives, black ministers
must go beyond simply meeting with political candidates and
must step up and use their voice,
influence and resources to go
beyond building fancy edifices.
Black ministers need to be the
voices that are respected again.
Jeffrey L. Boney serves as associate editor and is an awardwinning journalist for the Houston Forward Times newspaper.
Boney is a Next Generation
Project Fellow, international
speaker, entrepreneur, business development strategist and
founder/CEO of the Texas Business Alliance.

Ask Alma

Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Wives and sex
Dear Alma,
Over my long Thanksgiving
weekend, everywhere I went I
encountered my married brothas complaining about the
same thing – wives not wanting or initiating sex. It was as
much a constant as football
and turkey.
These are good men, Alma.
They want to do the right
thing, but some feel trapped.
They can be faithful and
celibate or they can creep.
And yes, some have already
strayed. (One married friend
told of an encounter he had
with his girlfriend inside a
bathroom that made our hair
stand on end.)
We all agreed that our wives
would never do something
so…so…so…so damned sexy
and daring. Tell me, Alma.
Why do wives avoid sex with
their husbands (when the
girlfriends can’t seem to get
enough)? And don’t give me
that lame excuse about wives
having to work on their jobs
then come home to do housework and homework.
Most of my friends share
equally in housekeeping and
child-rearing duties. Simply
put, if a wife won’t “cook” for
her man at home, shouldn’t
she expect him to occasionally
eat out?
– A real bro
Dear real bro,
You’re kidding, right?
Aaaahhh, no. You are not allowed to switch to fast food
after you’ve committed to
a fine dining establishment.
Since this is the holiday season, I think it’s high time I
address this issue and let you
guys in on a “cooking” secret.
Hear me when I say this: A
thoroughly basted turkey turns
out moist and tender every

time. Are you feeling me? Let
me break it down. In the beginning, you really don’t have
to do much to get the gravy
going. But once you’ve had
your favorite holiday dish year
after year, we all know what to
expect. You need to spice that
sucker up just a little every
now and again. Add a little
more hot sauce here and a
little less mustard there. It just
depends on the occasion. Give
the turkey in your kitchen all
the attention it deserves.
You don’t need to take that
extra effort outside your home,
‘cause either way you’re putting out effort. Why not display all your extra trimmings
where it feeds and nurtures
your commitment?
Reach into the cabinet and
take out everything you got.
While you’re waiting for the
oven to get hot, delicately rub
and pat down your turkey.
Please tell me you pulled it
out of the freezer this morning and you’ve given it appropriate time and assistance
to thaw. Add all the ingredients necessary. Don’t be shy;
good cooks make sure they
get all up in those nooks and
crannies. That’s the old school
way; you’ve got to put your
foot in it. LOL. Once you’ve
seasoned that bad boy to the
best of your ability, trust me,
it’s ready to roast. (And the
specials of the week will make
you blush!)
– Alma
Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles
at USA Today, Newsday and
the Washington Post. Email
questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her
on Facebook at “Ask Alma”
and Twitter @almaaskalma.
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JPS District hosts media breakfast
Gray

From left: Speakers Freddrick Murry, Chinelo Evans, William Merritt,
Sherwin Johnson (at podium), Deneta Burt, Cederic Gray, Thea Faulkner
PHOTO BY JACKIE HAMPTON

By Jackie Hampton
Publisher
“Building Stronger Schools
Together” is the familiar strategic message from the superintendent of Jackson Public
Schools, and on Dec. 9, Superintendent Cedrick Gray hosted a
breakfast meeting in the school
district’s boardroom with local
members of the press as invited
guests.
The purpose of the meeting was to introduce the school
district’s goals, programs, and
initiatives in an effort to discuss
how media organizations could
partner with the district to support the thousands of scholars,
teachers, and parents associated
with JPS.
Sherwin Johnson, executive
director of PR and media relations welcomed the press to the
first media breakfast meeting
for JPS and introduced the district’s media relations depart-

ment whose primary function is
to work with every department
and school within JPS to meet
its media needs.
Johnson’s team consists of
Benita Donald, communications
specialist; Thea Faulkner, director of Partners in Education;
Larry Keeler, coordinator of
Instructional Television; Carol
Amos and Patricia Thompson,
administrative assistants.
Johnson said his department
uses a myriad of techniques to
maximize publicity for district
and school related events and
activities and he said, “We work

closely with our local print and
broadcast media outlets to ensure fair and accurate coverage
of our schools.”
Johnson also introduced the
district’s leadership team, with
some sharing successful academic and performing arts programs within JPS as well as the
plans that are underway to continue to improve the school district. These team leaders shared
very positive information regarding programs and initiatives
that demonstrate the success that
JPS is experiencing but may not
be known by the general public. Each positive achievement
brought applause from media
guests.
Informing the press of successful programs within JPS
was Michelle King and William
Merritt, chief academic officers
of the Elementary School division; Chinelo Evans, chief academic officer of Middle Schools;

Seated around the table members of the local press applaud as Gray announces available economic
resources for special programs for JPS improvements. PHOTOS BY BENITA DONALD
Freddrick Murray, chief academic officer of High Schools,
and Thea T. Faulkner, director
of Partners in Education.
Also speaking on behalf of
JPS was Beneta Burt, JPS Board
of Trustees president.
One success story presented
by King was that of Casey Elementary School being the only
school in Mississippi named a
National Blue Ribbon School.
The National Blue Ribbon
Schools program distinguishes
and honors schools for helping
students achieve at very high
levels and for making significant
progress in closing the achievement gap. Casey was one of 335
schools recognized Nov. 9-10 in
Washington, D.C.
Closing out the breakfast was
Gray, who was recognized Nov.

20 in Washington as Superintendent of the Year by The National Alliance of Black School
Educators. He asked the media
to partner with JPS in getting
information out regarding the
positive things that are going
on. He told the media that there
are 29,000 scholars in and out
of school buildings each day.
Gray said, “One third of the
citizens in the city rest in our
hands.”
He said, “Even though students can go to private schools
or enroll in charter schools, you
cannot ignore our schools because they are located in communities where everyone lives,
and so, JPS cannot be ignored.”
Gray said out of the thousands
of students in the district, 95
percent do exactly what they are

supposed to do. He wanted the
media to know that even though
JPS must fight perceptions every
day, it’s only a few students that
are not doing what they should
each day.
He wants the media to be fair
in their reporting and not to keep
the same negative event in the
news day after day.
Gray shared several plans
that will improve the district,
some of which require funding
and was pleased to say there is
economic capital available that
will assist in carrying out these
plans.
Local media at the breakfast
included The Clarion Ledger,
Jackson Free Press, Outfront,
The Mississippi Link, WLBT,
Channel 3, WAPT Channel 16
and WJTV Channel 12.

John Hopkins Elementary
student wins contest

Pictured are (front row, from left) Michael Jones, winner in MAE’s 2014
Egg Bowl Reading Contest, and Kimonie Moore, 2015 winner of Ole Miss
Team-Themed Pack in MAE’s reading contest. In the back row are Dr. Carri Pillars, principal at John Hopkins Elementary School; Joyce Helmick,
president of the Mississippi Association of Educators; and Jessica Bryant, second grade teacher at John Hopkins Elementary School.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Association
of Educators surprised Kimonie Moore, a second grader
at John Hopkins Elementary
School in the Jackson Public School District, Nov. 19
to announce that he is one of
eight statewide winners of
team-themed packs in the association’s third-annual “Be a
Champion and Read Your Way
to the Egg Bowl Contest.”
MAE, the state’s oldest
professional educators’ association, created the statewide
reading contest to motivate
students to read, to promote
literacy in our youth, and to
make reading fun.
“It is a wonder and amazement to watch the faces of the
students who win the teamthemed packets. It’s a joy to
see their classmates cheer and
support the winners,” said
Joyce Helmick, 37, president
of the Mississippi Association of Educators who is also
an educator. “Reading is fundamental for learning, and we
are so happy to give teachers
another avenue for motivating
students to read. So many of
our educators have used this
MAE reading contest to motivate all their students, even
some who would not normally
be motivated.”
Each student had to read six
reading-level books and state

whether he or she would be
reading for the Bulldogs or
Rebels. Kimonie read for the
Mississippi State Bulldogs
team.
All entries had to be postmarked no later than Oct. 23.
On Oct. 30, MAE randomly
picked a student champion
reader for each team. Each
winner received three tickets
to the game. They were also
guests in the Athletic Hospitality Room and visited the
field in pre-game activities.
In addition to the major
prize of bowl game tickets,
the statewide educator association awarded prizes to
eight other student readers and
eight educators. The eight students were randomly selected
to receive team-themed gift
packs – four from the Bulldog
team and four from the Rebel
team. Kimonie Moore won an
Ole Miss Rebel team-themed
pack.
Four participating teachers
were also randomly chosen
to receive $500 prize for their
classrooms. An additional four
teachers or librarians who decorated bulletin boards, doors,
or classrooms to promote the
contest were chosen to receive
a $250 cash prize for their
classrooms.
More than 13,000 K-8 public school students participated
in this year’s contest.
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JSU team wins contest
aimed at tackling obesity

JSU President Carolyn W. Meyers (center) joins faculty in congratulating winners of JSU Social Entrepreneurship Business Plan Challenge.
Pictured with Meyers are Dr. Kenneth Randall Russ, JSU’s College of Business; Dr. Marinelle Payton, School of Public Health; Omar Khattab,
an entrepreneurship student; Kenya Gilkey, a public health student; and DeAngelo Mitchell, a business student. Not shown, Kaylin Kinchion,
a public health student. Photo by Deontae Williams
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University students combined their business
and health-care knowledge to
create a winning business plan
aimed at shrinking Mississippi’s obesity numbers. The team,
composed of four students, won
the recent JSU Social Entrepreneurship Business Plan Challenge and will receive a cash
prize to develop their concept.
They will also represent JSU
at the statewide Blueprint Mississippi Social Entrepreneurship Business Challenge, which
takes place Feb. 10, 2016.
Members of the winning
squad, called Team iTECHealth,
are:
•Kenya Gilkey, public health
major
•Omar Khattab, entrepreneurship major
•Kaylin Kinchion, public
health major
•DeAngelo Mitchell, business administration major
The team’s advisers are Dr.
Marinelle Payton and Dr. Kenneth “Randy” Russ. The competition challenged students
in multiple majors to create
business ideas that can help
solve Mississippi’s obesity and
health-related issues.

“This is the second year of
the competition, and we’re
proud of the concepts created
by students who are passionate
about making a positive impact
on the lives of Mississippians,” said Dr. Evelyn Leggette,
JSU’s provost and senior vice
president for Academic and
Student Affairs.
A total of 35 students participated in the challenge and were
a part of seven teams led by faculty advisers from the College
of Business and the School of
Public Health. The competition
was the highlight of Mississippi Innovation Month hosted by
JSU to showcase innovation at
the university.
Dr. Loretta A. Moore, vice
president for Research and
Federal Relations, revealed the
winning team Nov. 20 during a
reception that honored all student participants. The Mississippi e-Center Foundation gave
the winning team $300 and
each participant a cash prize.
Additionally, winners will receive free consultation from
the Division of Research and
Federal Relations’ Technology
Transfer, Licensing and Commercialization Unit to commercialize their idea.

Due to the fact that the winning team will represent JSU at the statewide competition, we cannot disclose details of their business concept. The team has an
excellent chance of winning the state competition,” Moore said. Other participating teams and students included:

Calorie Crushers Team

Christopher Madison
(Entrepreneurship)
Yoseph Hailemarian
(Electrical Engineering)
Prameela Alla (Public Health)
Byron Magee (Accounting)
Andra Lewis (Accounting)
Eyerusalem Woldu
(Electrical Engineering)
Adviser: Brenda Campbell Jenkins,
Ph.D.

Weightless Minds Team

Kiana Moore (Public Health)
Daquan Powell (Entrepreneurship)
Brionna Wells (Entrepreneurship)
Cedric Lang (Accounting)
Evan Peters (Public Health)
Christopher Lane (Public Health)
Advisers: Sophia S. Leggett, Ph.D.,
and Micah Crump, Ph.D.

Foober Team

Shuan Allen (Entrepreneurship)
Dimitri Bien-Aime
(Business Administration)
Steven W. Day
(Business Administration)
Veronica Hernandez (Public Health)
Anirudh Reddy Cingireddy
(Computer Science)
Advisers: Clifton Addison, Ph.D., and
Micah Crump, Ph.D.

Shake It Off Team

Damion Otto
(Business Administration)
Toneca Pickens
(Math, Math Education & English)
Cornelia Walker
(Mathematics Education)
Shamille Peters (Public Health)
Daja Brent (Elementary Education)
D’Audrek West
(Elementary Education)
Advisers: Kathy Bryant, Ed.D., and
Donald Causey, Ph.D.

Bubbly Team

Savannah Alphin (Marketing)
Avery Brown (Marketing)
Gaston Douglas (Marketing)
Advisers: David Watkins, J.D., and
Jarvis Knott, Ph.D.

Fit Friendz

Gregory Lane
(Mass Communication)
Omari Dupree
(Business Administration)
Eroncia Berry
(Business Administration)
Christopher White (Marketing)
Seyed Mohammad Pourshaid
(Behavioral Health Education and
Promotion)
Advisers: Mohammed Shahbazi,
Ph.D., and Ms. Aletha Washington

Mississippi College law school dean tapped
as graduate commencement speaker
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Wendy B. Scott, the first
African American to serve as
dean of the Mississippi College School of Law, will deliver the keynote address at
Jackson State University’s fall
graduate commencement. The
ceremony will begin at 6 p.m.
Friday in the Lee E. Williams
Athletic and Assembly Center.
Millard Juette Bingham,
Ph.D., commencement committee co-chair and interim
associate dean of JSU’s College of Education and Human
Development, said, “The commencement committee has
been working diligently to ensure a program that is worthy
of our students’ achievements.
We are honored to have Dean
Scott as our graduate commencement speaker as she
exemplifies the outstanding
leadership qualities we seek to
develop in JSU students. In addition to being the first AfricanAmerican to be named dean of
the MC School of Law, she is
only the second woman to hold
this distinction. Our graduates
are thrilled to have her as their
commencement speaker.”
Furthermore, Bingham said,

Scott
“We know that our graduates
will make the university proud
as they go forth and lead the
next generation of scholars,
and we believe that they will
be inspired by Dean Scott’s
message.”
Although she made headlines after being named dean
of the law school on Aug. 11,
2014, Scott has been a prominent and influential voice in the
field of law for more than two
decades. The Natchez native
earned a bachelor of arts degree from Harvard University
and a juris doctorate from New
York University School of
Law. She taught for eight years
at North Carolina Central University School of Law, where
she served as associate dean
for Academic Affairs from

2009 to 2012. Before joining
North Carolina Central, she
taught 17 years at Tulane Law
School in New Orleans, where
she served as vice dean for Academic Affairs.
Early in her career, Scott
practiced employment law
while working as a staff attorney at the Legal Action
Center of the City of New
York; worked as an associate
at Vladeck, Waldman, Elias
and Engelhard in New York
City; and directed litigation
while serving as the associate
counsel for the Center for Law
and Social Justice in Brooklyn,
N.Y.
A distinguished lawyer,
teacher, legal scholar, administrator and community leader,
she is recognized as a national
expert on race law and constitutional law and theory. She
has conducted extensive scholarship on constitutional theory
and school desegregation, and
her work on the desegregation
of public colleges and universities has been widely cited.
She has been published in
diverse professional journals,
including the Harvard Law
Review, Emory Law Journal,

University of Tennessee Law
Review, Tulane Law Review,
Howard Law Journal, Villanova Law Review and Wake
Forest Law Review.
She is a member of the New
York Bar Association and has
been admitted to practice in the
United States Supreme Court.
In addition to her many noteworthy professional accomplishments, Scott has faithfully
served alongside her husband,
the Rev. Eddie Scott, in a number of positions within Baptist
institutions. They are the parents of Christian Scott, who
will graduate from high school
in 2017.

JSU GRADUATION

Prominent music industry executive Kevin Liles, founder
and CEO of KWL Management,
partner in 300 Entertainment
and founder of RSM Sports
Management Group, will speak
at Jackson State University’s fall
undergraduate commencement.
It will begin at 10 a.m. Friday in
the Lee E. Williams Athletic and
Assembly Center. During the fall
graduate commencement, 180
candidates for graduation will be
recognized.
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JSU National Poll:

1 in 5 Americans report
lying to political pollsters

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Polling Center at Jackson State University’s Institute
of Government has released a
national survey of 904 adults.
The Poll included questions on
the 2016 presidential campaign
and important candidate traits
or positions. The poll was conducted Oct. 13-20.
In an interesting take on the
polling in a year leading into
a presidential election, the survey found that 13.9 percent of
all respondents (15.9 percent of
likely voters) had been polled
on political issues by a pollster.
Of this group, nearly one-infive, 18.4 percent (18.8 percent
of likely voters) admitted they
had lied to a pollster.
The latest national poll by
Jackson State University’s Institute of Government Polling
Center shows a close contest
between businessman Donald
Trump and Dr. Ben Carson
among likely Republican voters. Trump led the group with
29.7 percent followed by Carson who polled at 22.0 percent
in a “first choice” selection.
These two leading candidates
were followed by Texas Sen.
Ted Cruz (9.1 percent), former
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush (8.6
percent), Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio (5.3 percent), Kentucky
Sen. Rand Paul (3.8 percent),
former Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee (3.3 percent) and former HP CEO Carly Fiorina (2.9
percent). The poll was conducted prior to the third Republican
debate on Oct. 28, and before
the fourth Republican debate on
Nov. 10.
A “second choice” spread the
percentages more evenly across
all Republican candidates resulting in a new declining order:
Trump, Cruz, Carson, Rubio,
Bush – 16.3 percent, 12.0 percent, 11.5%, respectively, and
Rubio/Bush tied at 9.6 percent.
Paul, Huckabee, and Christie
were all tied at 5.7 percent.
Former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton leads the Democrats by a wide margin.Fielding
of the current poll was conducted October 12-20, and ended
the day prior to Vice President
Joe Biden deciding against a
run for the White House.
Among likely Democratic
voters, Clinton leads with 52.9
percent in a “first choice” poll
ballot. This is followed by Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders at
18.8 percent and Vice President
Joe Biden at 13.8 percent. Former Rhode Island Gov. Lincoln

• Among likely voters, 16.0% have
been polled and 18.8% say they
lied
• Ben Carson closes in on Donald
Trump / no contest for Hillary
Clinton
• Cruz, Bush and Rubio close out
top five
• Hillary Clinton – leads Bernie
Sanders by 34 points
• Most important presidential traits/
positions: cutting taxes, improving status in world, more education spending and strong stance
against illegal immigration

Chafee and former Virginia
Sen. Jim Webb polled at zero
percent. Each has subsequently
withdrawn from the contest.
A “second choice” among
likely Democratic voters shows
Biden leading with 32.9 percent followed by Clinton with
22.9 percent and Sanders with
12.5 percent.
Presidential traits, characteristics, or positions most
important to likely voters in
the upcoming 2016 contest
included support for cutting
taxes (45.4 percent), improving U.S. worldwide status (44.9
percent), wanting more education spending (40.7 percent), a
strong stance against illegal immigration (40.3 percent), plans
to repeal Obama Care or the
ACA (34.0 percent), standing
up to the Russian leaders (33.1
percent), and has a business
background (31.8 percent).
Other important traits named
with less frequency included: is
pro-choice, is mostly conservative, favors gun controls, plans
to spend on reducing global
climate change, favors trained
faculty to carry arms on college
campuses, will defund Planned
Parenthood and will build the
Keystone XL pipeline.
About the poll: The poll
was conducted by The Polling
Center at Jackson State University’s Institute of Government.
Polling is conducted on a regular basis and may also include
spontaneous polling on occurring events.
Methodology: The poll sampled opinions of 1000 approximately proportional to state
population contribution nationwide. The survey was conducted Oct. 13-20. All surveys were
conducted using an online survey instrument. The poll has a
+/- 3.0 percent margin of error
at a 95 percent confidence level
on a composite basis.

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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Learning to love God
By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
As we continue our
journey together in this
series of “Learning to
love God,” I’d like to
refer to Psalm 34:11
which reads, “Come, O
children, listen to me, I
will teach you the fear of the Lord.”
One Bible commentary said, “Though
David was a warrior and a king, he was
not ashamed to teach children.” David
did not think it beneath him to teach
children/youth. Sometimes people want
to teach adults because they think it is a
bigger deal, but this couldn’t be further
from the truth. Children are more apt to
change than adults are.
This Bible commentary went on to
say, “Teachers of youth belong to the
true nobility; their work is honorable,
and their reward shall be glorious.”
Why? The teacher of youth and children are training the children in the
way of the Lord. David wanted to teach
young people the way of the Lord before their minds could be infiltrated by
heathen culture.
David knew from personal experience the blessedness of fearing, and
loving God and he wanted others to
know, especially children and young
people, because the earlier they learn to
love and fear God, it guaranteed greater usefulness and happiness in future
years.
The provocative question we need
to keep before us is what am I doing
to take steps toward loving God more?

This won’t happen overnight, it’s a process, but you must commit to the process. Deuteronomy 4:29, “But if from
this point forward you shalt seek the
Lord your God, you shalt find him, if
you seek him with all your heart and
with all your soul.” You can’t learn to
love God with all of your heart and soul
if you don’t seek Him with all of your
heart and soul.
Now let’s continue dealing with what
loving God with our whole heart looks
like.
We know that David had absolute
faith in God. One who loves God with
his/her whole heart also trusts God with
his/her whole heart in spite of the circumstances. You can operate in faith
without walking in love (1Corinthians
13:1-3), but you cannot walk in love
and it not produce faith. You can walk
by faith without love, but there is no
way to love and not have faith.
David trusted God totally when he
faced Goliath because he had perfected
love for God (complete love for God).
Complete love for God gives you complete faith in God and causes you to
psychologically downsize your problems. 1Samuel 17:26, “Then David
spoke to the men who stood by him,
saying, what shall be done for the man
who kills this Philistine and takes away
the reproach from Israel? For who is
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the armies of the living
God?”
David had perfected love for God
and therefore, he had perfected faith,
which made him look at his problem

as a small thing. Loving God with your
whole heart opens up your eyes to see
just how big God really is and when
you compare God to your problems
they look so small. Those who like God
can’t accept this.
Complete love for God causes you
to keep speaking truth in the face of
opposition: 1Samuel 17:28, 30a, “David’s oldest brother Eliab heard when
he spoke to the men and Eliab’s anger
was ignited against David and he said,
why have you come down and with
whom have you left those few sheep in
the wilderness? I know your pride and
the wickedness in your heart. You have
come here to be nosy…David turned
away from Eliab to one of the other
men, he said the same words…”
In 1 Samuel 17:26, David kept saying
in so many words that any man in Israel could defeat the giant, because the
men of Israel were a part of the Lord’s
army and holy nation. So often, church
folk are intimidated by the world, and
forget that we have more supernatural
power on our side than the world has
on its side. Any man who had faith in
God could have defeated Goliath, but
perfected faith comes by way of perfected love, which many of the soldiers
in Israel obviously did not have which
explains why all of them were afraid to
face a mere human being who talked
bad about them and their God. This is
why God said David was a man after
His own heart. He loved God so much
to where he trusted God to fight his
battles although the odds were stacked
against him in the natural. Loving God

with your whole heart keeps you focused on the supernatural God and not
your natural problems.
1 Samuel 17:30 said David kept saying the same thing. He kept on saying,
“For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of
the living God?” Even when his own
brother criticized him, his love for
God would not let him keep silent after a pagan giant had criticized the God
he loved. Some church folk can’t and
don’t speak truth in the face of evil not
because it’s not politically correct, but
because they don’t love God enough to
trust Him to speak on His behalf.
David loved God so much to where
he just couldn’t help himself. When
Goliath talked bad about the people of
God, he had to say something back, because God was David’s sweetheart and
he was not about to let anyone talk bad
about Him.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of
Makarios Worship Center, 464 Church
Rd., Madison. Residents of Madison,
he and wife, Minister Yolanda; are the
proud parents of three daughters. He
received degrees from Criswell College
in Dallas; Southern Methodist University - Perkins School of Theology; and
a Masters of Divinity from Memphis
Theological Seminary. A pastor for 23
years, Collier serves as a volunteer
chaplain for various law enforcement
agencies in the metro area and for the
Mississippi Governor’s Mansion. He
may be reached by calling (601) 2603016, (601) 855-7898 or e-mail karab5@live.com.

What’s Christmas all about, anyway?

By Ruth Bell Graham
Special to The Mississippi Link

This is the Christmas season - a time
for giving and receiving gifts. And for
weeks now you have probably been
working on your gift list and shopping,
shopping, shopping.
But in this final rush before Christmas
perhaps you don’t care anymore. Perhaps love is dead, or your children are
beyond your influence, or you have no
children.
Perhaps something has happened,
and now you find no joy or meaning to
your life anymore. Perhaps the most you
look for is some temporary form of escape. Maybe you can’t give anything because there’s nothing left to give. Maybe
there’s no one left to give to.
Listen!
What’s Christmas all about anyway?
Wasn’t there a death, an emptiness, a
need? Wasn’t there a love somewhere

–infinite, eternal, unchangeable – a love
that gave His only Son away?
That’s what Christmas is all about:
God coming to earth in the Person of
the Christ Child to do for you and for
me what we cannot possibly do for ourselves.
Jesus lived among us and had the
same kinds of problems that we do. You
haven’t a problem – and I haven’t a problem – that He doesn’t understand from
close personal experience. He spent His
entire life meeting human needs. He died
on the cross to deal once and for all with
our greatest need – the sin problem.
Just before ascending to heaven, the
risen Christ gave this glorious promise: “I am with you always” (Matthew
28:20). That’s what Christmas is all
about. While Jesus was here on earth, He
invited people to come to Him: tired people, bad people, good people, bewildered
people, laborers, revolutionaries, cheats,

R E I G N I N G
College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence
Ave., will host it 2015 Christmas Celebration,
“The 12 Days of Christmas” at 6 p.m. Dec. 12,
in the church’s Family Life Center. The Children’s Christmas Program, “Twas the Night
Before Christmas” and the Christmas Cantata, “Behold the Lamb of God” will be held at
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m., respectively Dec. 20.
For more information call (601) 355-2670.
Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

bigots - it is the Invitation of the Ages.
Just as people went to Jesus 2000
years ago, today we still come to Jesus
that same way – just as we are. Our only
credentials – our need.
This Christmas, God is asking you to
come to Him: you with your failures,
your sins, your problems, your fears.
This is Christmas – redemption’s glorious exchange of gifts. God is loving,
searching, giving Himself to us. People
are needing, finding, giving ourselves to
God. This is the meaning of Christmas.
This is the wonder and the glory of it all.
You can come to God this Christmas,
or anytime, by praying a simple prayer
like this:
Dear God, I confess to You the emptiness in my heart, the selfishness of my
thoughts, the fear in my spirit, and the
sinfulness in my life. I’m so sorry. I know
it was for me – and because of me – that
Jesus died. Please forgive me of all my

?
sins. Thank You for Jesus, who accepts
me as I am. I come to You now, ready
to spend eternity in heaven with You.
Thank You for giving me Jesus. Amen.

Message from the
Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
With Christmas
fast approaching, I
pray that your days
ahead are filled with
love and joy.
The climate of
this holiday season
is just a little different than those
of the past because of the mounting terrorist attacks that are taking
place so close to one of the most
sacred days on earth. So many
are being a lot more cautious with
those they are interacting with and
to be honest, the once “politically
correct” climate that had begun
to emerge seems as if it’s being
placed on the back burner.
However, this holiday season
is full of so many possibilities for
all of us. Yes, there may be some
who don’t want to share their love
but for those of us who do want to
live and love as God has requested,
now is the perfect time to exclaim
God’s presence.
I can tell you that there are so
many reasons for us to celebrate
not only during this holiday season
but for the year round.
So, stop and take notice of your
neighbors. Befriend the masses by
showing love for all. Slow down
and take notice of what is really
important for mankind – love: love
for the Lord, love for all of humanity.
So often, we get caught up in
how good things are that we forget
to thank God for the moment; we
forget to thank God for our families, and we find ourselves taking so many people and so many
things for granted.
As you celebrate during this holiday season please share what God
has done for you; share how He
has brought you through the hard
times. Share your joys of the good
times. Share your love of the Lord.
Remember the verse that I often share with you – Isaiah 52:7
(NIV), which reads: “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet
of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, Your God
reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around the
state of Mississippi, would like to
serve as your personal messenger
to share your news and the news
of your place of worship and visit.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at religion@mississippilink.com.
Fax 601-896-0091 or mail your information to The Mississippi Link,
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson,
MS 39213.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

titled “Count It All Joy” at 6 p.m. Dec. 12, in
the Moses Gibson Family Life Center, 5302
Queen Mary Lane. For more information visit, http://triumphthechurchjackosnms.org/ or
call, (601) 922-8210. Elder Martha Gibson is
the shepherd.
Greater Mt. Calvary Baptist Church, 1400
Robinson St., Jackson, Gospel Choir will host
its Anniversary Celebration at 10:30 a.m. Dec.
13. The theme, “A Celebration of Praise” taken from Psalm 150 will feature Lillian Lilly as
the guest soloist and Pastor Waldo Lilly as
the guest speaker. For more information call
(601) 352-8585. Dr. John E. Cameron Sr. is
the pastor.

Greater Fairview Baptist Church, 2545
Newport St., Jackson will hold its 2015 Christmas Banquet at 7 p.m. Dec. 12 at its second
location, the Recreation Outreach Center, located at 1909 Boling St., Jackson. For more
information regarding tickets or other church
Pilgrim Rest M. B. Church, 852A Madison
functions/services, call (601) 362-6447.
Ave., Madison, Children and Youth Ministry
Triumph the Church and Kingdom of God will host their annual Christmas Program,
in Christ, 5502 Queen Mary Lane, Jackson, themed “Christmas Around the World” from
will host its Annual Christmas Celebration, 6:30 p.m. Dec. 16. For more information call

(601) 856-2609 or visit church@pilgrimresmadison.org. Rev. Matthew Canada is the
pastor.
Greater Pearlie Grove M. B. Church, 1640
West County Road, Jackson, Youth Ministry
will present “Joy To The World, the Lord is
Come”, Christmas program at 10 a.m. Dec. 19
in the sanctuary. The church’s Music Department will present “The Color Of Christmas”
at 6:30 p.m. Dec. 23. This event is driven by
music, dance, drama and the word. For more
information, visit www.gpgmbc.org/ or call,
(601) 354-2026. Rev. Stephen F. Mason is
the pastor.
The Church Triumphant Global, 6531 Dogwood View Parkway, Jackson, will host “God
with Us Christmas Musical and Drama” at
10 a.m. Dec. 20. The event is free. For more
information, visit www.triumphant.tv or call
(601) 977-0007.
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Life without Christ is empty - Part II
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
God has good
plans for our
lives: Jeremiah
29:11 tells us,
“For I know the
thoughts that I
think toward you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” He knows all about
us, and He mapped out plans for
us even before we were born. Before we were even created, God
knew who He was going to create.
Jesus Christ is willing to forgive all our sins. Psalm 86:5, “For
thou, Lord, art good, and ready to
forgive; and plenteous in mercy
unto all them that call upon thee.”
This scripture lets us know of
God’s love and God’s plan. What
am I speaking on? This message
is about reaching out and touching
Jesus. More people need to reach
out and touch Him. When we are
going through adversities, we can
reach out and touch Him. When
we think we cannot go another
mile, we can reach out and touch
Him. When we think a brother or
a sister is not treating us right, we
can reach out and touch Him.
God is extremely patient. Possibly there were times when we
were away from God, yet God
was patient with us. He was willing to wait on us. Psalm 145:9
states, “The Lord is good to all:
and His tender mercies are over
all His works.” The Lord wants
us to be complete in Him. He is
complete in all His ways. Nothing is lacking in Jesus Christ.

God’s power and strength have are like without Jesus Christ.
go another step without having
always been the same. However,
The Lord looks upon His cre- a cigarette or a drink of alcohol,
the power leaks out when we start ation and sees our state. He wants Jesus Christ can replace that void
rebelling and doing other things. mankind to do the good things in with salvation, joy and happiness.
That’s where we lose the victory life. He wants us to get the right Luke 8:47 states, “And when the
in our lives, but Jesus Christ is companion and to have a good woman saw that she was not hid,
there all along.
family. That is part of His plan, she came trembling, and falling
If we are to prepare a ham and but those things should not take down before Him, she declared
forget to mix in the seasonings, away our love for Him. Many of unto Him (Jesus) before all the
that ham would not taste good. us go through life with something people for what cause she had
That’s the same way of our lives missing because we fail to accept touched Him (Jesus), and how
without Jesus Christ. Something Jesus Christ. Therefore, empti- she was healed immediately.”
is missing when we do not have ness occurs in our lives when we
Next week Part III – “Life withJesus Christ in our lives. Jesus do not have Jesus Christ.
out Christ is empty.”
Christ should be the main ingreWhen we have a void in our
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
dient in our lives; He should not lives, we try to fill that emptiness pastor of Joynes Road Church
be a secondary ingredient. He with everything out there in the of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hampwants total control of our lives.
world. Some have tried to fill it ton VA 23669. He is married to
Sometimes, we struggle be- with the party scene and worldly Velma L. Green. He honorably
cause we do not put Jesus Christ entertainment. Others have tried served in the U.S. Army for 20
in the proper perspective within to fill it with worldly habits, years. Rev. Green is a member of
our lives, which means we do not drugs, alcohol or cigarettes.
the National Association of Evanput Him first. My friend, if Jesus
Friend, nothing can fill that gelism Church of God, Anderson,
Christ does not have first place in void like Jesus Christ. He takes Ind. He serves as chairman of the
our lives, He does not want any away the desires for this old Southeastern Association of The
other place. He must be No. 1 in world. When we think we cannot Church of God, Inc.
our lives, in our families, in our
church attendance, and in our
giving. There is more to serving God than just attending the
House of God. Our worship can
tell us everything about our love
for Christ.
It is a joy and a privilege to
serve Jesus Christ. It is an honor
to be His child. Jesus is that one
piece of our lives’ puzzle that is
lacking if we do not possess Him.
If we’ve ever put a puzzle together and at the very end realized
that one or two pieces were missing then, we stared at the place
B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D
Sincethe
1907pieces were missing.
where
Why? Because, it took awaySUNDAY:
from
Worship Services
the picture. That is what our lives

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs1600from
the Billboard
GospelIntercessory
Charts for
the week of December 10
MONDAY:
Prayer 9:00 a.m.
Florence Avenue
SONGS

Jackson, MS 39204

WEDNESDAY:
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
			Ph: 601-355-2670
ARTISTS					
ALBUM
Fax: 601-355-0760

1. Wanna Be Happy?			
2. Worth				

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

Kirk Franklin

www.collegehillchurch.org
• chmbc@collegehillchurch.org
Anthony Brown & group therAPy

3. Intentional				Travis Greene
4. Worth Fighting For			

Brian Courtney Wilson

5. War					

Charles Jenkins & Fellowship Chicago

6. Yes You Can				Marvin Sapp
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Divine intervention
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
Divine intervention, like
its cousins divine connection and divine
disconnection,
usually happens in our
lives when we least expect it,
but when we need it the most.
For example, sometimes we
leave for work earlier or later
than normal not realizing until later that our small change
in plans allowed us to miss
being in a serious accident.
Sept. 11, 2001 was a day
when many had stories of
divine intervention. People
who normally would have
been at work at the World
Trade Center at the times
the planes hit were delayed
by time and unusual circumstance.
I believe that those examples are obvious signs that
God is still with us and protects us when we least expect.
More importantly, God’s
divine intervention on even
the smallest, least significant
things are supposed to remind
us that he also can intervene
on the bigger, more important
things in our lives.
Whether the prayer request
is big or small, these incidences are intended to show
that God is merely waiting
for us to turn to him so he can
meet our needs.
Out of habit, we look to
God to provide the bigger
things (house, car, job, healing) and then rely on our own
strength and understanding
for the smaller things. Or we
rely on God for the smaller
things and rely on our own
strength and understanding
for the bigger things. Like
any concerned father, God
wants us to become more
comfortable in coming to him
at our point of need.
Like divine connection and
disconnection, divine inter-

vention involves action by
God and requires our obedience.
The Old Testament talks
of God being Jehovah Nissi,
who went before the children of Israel and prepared
the way for victory. In some
instances, “Jehovah Nissi!”
was the rallying cry of the
Israelites prior to them entering into any extensive battle.
They had great confidence
that God would not only
go before them, but that he
would also give them victory
over their enemy.
Intervention in the dictionary means to interrupt or to
come between. Some counselors recommend interventions with severely addicted
family members as a way to
redirect their focus. The intended outcome is that the
addict would change of their
own free will before being
forced to deal with the negative consequences of their behavior.
Perhaps the biggest example of God divinely interrupting things is the death
of Jesus on the cross and his
resurrection. This act of love
allows humanity the chance
to escape the eternal consequences of sin.
Divine intervention is intended to protect us and
preserve us so that we can
be better used in service for
God’s kingdom. God’s goal is
that all of his children would
walk in faith and obedience
with the confidence that he
has already cleared our paths
to spiritual, emotional, financial and mental victory. The
path has already been made;
we just have to walk in it.
Shewanda Riley is the author of the Essence best-seller “Love Hangover: Moving
From Pain to Purpose after
a Relationship Ends.” She
can be reached at lovehangover@juno.com, at www.
shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church
“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K LY A C T I V I T I E S

7. I’m Good				

Tim Bowman Jr.

8. I Luh God				

Erica Campbell Featuring Big Shizz

9. Gotta Have You		

Jonathan McReynolds

NewSunday
Bethel
Missionary
Baptist
Church
9:30 a.m.
Fulfillment Hour
(Sunday School)
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

11:00 a.m. MorningSunday
Worship
Service
School
- 9:15 a.m.

10. I’m Yours				Casey J

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m.

WOAD
AM 1300
- 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Adult
Choir
Rehearsal

Live Radio Broadcast

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal
Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204
OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

S U N D A Y

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!
“A Church Preparing for a
485 W. Northside Drive
• Jackson, MS
Home Not Built by Man”
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl
E Twyner, pastor

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

9:00 a.m. - Worship Services
W E D N E S D A Y

7:00 p.m. - Bible Class
1750

SUNDAY

T V

B R O A D C A S T
www.nhcms.org
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14
(Comcast)

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

H oly Temple M.B. Chur ch

5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS 39209
(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR
REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER
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JOB POSTING

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority’s Security Department is accepting
applications from highly motivated candidates for the position of Airport Security Liaison. The Airport Security Liaison is responsible for providing general
security program compliance enforcement specifically within the Airport Sterile, Secure and SIDA designated areas, at terminal drives, public and employee parking areas, vehicle access points, as well as terminal and adjacent
ramp and airfield areas. Starting salary will commensurate with experience.

Inspecting assigned vehicles and equipment for maintenance or repairs.
May appear in court to present evidence and testify as necessary and may
assist sworn officers with traffic control and response to emergency situations.

Essential Duties and Responsibilities
Patrols assigned airport property in vehicle or on foot to support and enforce
security, ground transportation services, and public safety regulations.

Complies with department and division polices, plans, and procedures.

Issues airport rules violation citations as necessary and maintain records related to citations and prepares daily activity logs.

Please visit www.jmaa.com for application and qualifications.

Monitors and directs vehicle and pedestrian traffic flow to and from the airport
terminal building to reduce traffic accidents and incidents.
Reports suspicious activities and individuals, security and safety hazards.
Other Essential Duties and Responsibilities
Assists the general public by providing directions and responding to questions
and inquiries and relaying on-site requests for assistance.

Documents in writing incidents, accidents, or occurrences reporting essential
information in accordance with department policy and procedures.

Performs other duties as required to ensure security and safety at the airport.

Please submit a completed copy of the following employment application to:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
Human Resources Department
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, MS 39298-8109
Fax: (601) 664-3514
Email: recruiter@jmaa.com
Acceptance deadline is December 14, 2015
EOE
12/3/2015, 12/10/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is soliciting proposals
from qualified companies for the off-site disposal of geotextile-stored biosolids, removed as part of the Storm Cell Rehabilitation Project (City Project No.
11B0500902), at the Savanna Street Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).
Proposals will be received by the City of Jackson at the office of the City
Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39205, until
3:30 P.M. local time, Tuesday, January 12, 2016, for supplying all labor and
materials (as specified) necessary for Biosolids Screening, Loading, Transportation and Disposal, City Project Number 15B0500901.

The scope of services is to remove approximately 305,000 WET TONS of
dewatered biosolids stored in geotextile tubes at the Savanna Street WWTP,
and dispose of the material off-site in an environmentally compliant manner.
Beneficial use of the majority of the biosolids is required. The details of the
work to be performed are described in more detail within the Request for
Proposals (RFP).

On-site preparation operations shall commence within 10 days and biosolids
disposal operations shall commence within 60 days from the effective date of
the Notice to Proceed.

Proposals (one original and five copies) shall be submitted using the forms
provided as part of the Request for Proposals (excluding Section 6.0 - Proposal Forms), sealed in an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the
envelope: “Proposal for Biosolids Screening, Loading, Transportation, and
Disposal, City Project No. 15B0500901.”

The orginal completed and signed Proposal Forms (Section 6.0 except EBO
Plan) shall be submitted in a separate sealed envelope labelled “Original
Propsal Forms for CITY PROJECT NO. 15B0500901.”

One orginal and five copies of the completed and signed EBO Plan shall be
submitted in a separate sealed envelope labelled “Original EBO Plan for CITY
PROJECT NO. 15B0500901.”

The Proposal, Proposal Forms, and EBO Plan shall be deposited with the
City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. Each Proposer must describe in his proposal the company’s
qualifications to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list
past projects of similar size and nature, a list of references with name and
telephone number, a list of key personnel who will perform the work, and other
information supporting the qualifications as required by the project described
herein. The proposal shall include a technical approach in sufficient detail to
demonstrate the proposer’s knowledge of the project and the technical strategies for execution of the work. Additional proposal submittal requirements are
specified in Section 2.0 of the RFP.

Proposals will be assessed, rated, and the selection made based on the following criteria: 1) Total Project Cost; 2) Project Technical Approach 3) Qualifications and Experience of Proposer; 4) Compliance with EBO; and 5) Financial Status of Company.

A MANDATORY PreProposal Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 29, 2015 at 10:00 A.M., local time, in the Main Conference Room of the
Administration Building, Savanna Street Wastewater Treatment Plant, 3810
Interstate 55 South Frontage Road, Jackson MS, 39212. Attendance by
Proposers intending to submit on the project is mandatory. All potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. As part of the
Pre-Proposal meeting, an escorted tour of the biosolids storage area will be
conducted by the Project’s Engineering Team. The escorted tour will begin
at 2:00 P.M. and will be concluded no later than 4:00 P.M. During this site
visit, Contractors may collect samples of project’s solids, and conduct any
additional site reconnaissance as is reasonable. This escorted tour will be the
only site visit conducted as part of the RFP process. In order to participate in
the site visit, Proposer shall be required to submit an email stating intent to
attend to Matthew Horton, P.E. at hortonmr@cdmsmith.com. All Proposers
who intend to participate in the site visit will be required to wear the necessary
safety clothing including hardhats, safety glasses, and steel toed boots.

All proposals must include a Proposal Bond in the amount of 5% of the total
contract amount and a Consent of Surety, agreeing that, in the event of the

award of a Contract, a Performance Bond and a Payment Bond will be furnished as outlined in the Special Provisions Section.
The successful Proposer will be required to furnish Certificates of Insurance
showing coverage limits as outlined within the RFP. The selected Proposer
shall procure, maintain, and keep this coverage in force at all times during the
term of the Contract at the Proposer’s sole expense. Proposer shall submit
proof of ability to obtain such insurance in the proposal.
Copies of the Request for Proposals are on file and open to public inspection
in the office of the (1) Water/Sewer Utilities, Department of Public Works,
Jackson, Mississippi; and (2) City Clerk in Jackson, Mississippi.
An OFFICIAL version of the RFP, as part of the proposal package, may be
obtained electronically by contacting:
CDM Smith
Matthew Horton, PE
Tel: (601) 966-0359 or Email: hortonmr@cdmsmith.com
A non-refundable $50.00 payment, in the form of a check payable to CDM
Smith, is required for registering and obtaining the proposal package. Only
companies who purchase the RFP document and register with CDM Smith at
this address will be considered as valid proposers and will receive Addenda
(if issued). Failure to register and obtain an official proposal from CDM Smith
will result in disqualification.
Additional information and assistance regarding this contracting opportunity
may also be obtained through the MS Procurement Technical Assistance Program, of the Mississippi Contract Procurement Center, which can be found
at: www.mscpc.com.
The City has retained CDM Smith as the Engineer for the Biosolids Screening, Loading, Transportation and Disposal project. The CDM Smith office is
located at 210 East Capitol Street, Suite 1050, Jackson, MS, 39201. For technical questions, contact Matthew Horton, P.E., by phone at (601) 966-0359 or
by email at hortonmr@cdmsmith.com.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As
a pre-condition to selection, each Proposer shall submit a completed and
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan with the proposal submission,
in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive
Order shall disqualify a Proposer from being awarded an eligible contract.
For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity
Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601960-1856. Copies of the City of Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of the program are available at the following location: 200
South President Street, Room 223, Jackson, Mississippi; or can be accessed
from the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity webpage.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4,
that all proposers will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds
of race, color, national origin, or sex, in consideration for an award.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the
quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as
those who seek to contract with the City of Jackson on various projects and/
or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City of Jackson in achieving its
goal by strongly considering city of Jackson residents for employment opportunities
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to
waive any informalities or irregularities therein.
Kishia L. Powell			
Director of Public Works		

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer
12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, January 05, 2016, at which time said bids will
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:
37301-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods Dairy Products- Group IV
37888-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods – Fresh Produce- Group V- (Fruits/
Vegetables)
38601-010516----6 Month Supply of Foods- Frozen/Chilled- Group IA- (Breads
& Desserts)
38602-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods-- Frozen/Chilled- Group IB- (Fruits/
Vegetables)
38603-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods--- Frozen/Chilled- Group IC- (Meats/
Meat Products)
		
38701-010516--- 6 Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIA- (Breads,
Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)
38702-010516—6 Month Supply of Foods-- Canned/Dry- Group IIB- (Breads,
Cereals, Desserts & Fruit Juices)
38801-010516-- 6 Month Supply of Foods- Condiments- Group III
39331-010516-- 6 Month Supply of Foods—Baby Food
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999,
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal
business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed
and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid
submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City
of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office
of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance,
EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the
Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor,
Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any
proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof,
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.
Regina McClendon, Acting Supervisor
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1026

www.mississippilink.com

WEST BANK INTERCEPTOR SEWER
REHABILITATION, PHASE 4
CITY PROJECT NO. 20505704/SRF PROJECT NO. C280886-04

Sealed bids will be received by the City Council of the City of Jackson, Mississippi
at the office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 219 South President Street, P.O. Box 17,
Jackson, Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 P.M. Local Time, January 12, 2016, for supplying all labor and materials (as specified) necessary for construction of WEST
BANK INTERCEPTOR SEWER REHABILITATION, PHASE 4, CITY PROJECT
NO. 20505704, EUBANKS CREEK TO LAKELAND DRIVE.

The Project consist of the following major components: 1) Cleaning a 54” RCP
interceptor and installing 6,850± LF of cured-in-place pipe or 48” fiberglass slip
liner pipe; 2) Sewer Bypass Pumping; and 3) Rebuild/Rehabilitate approximately
fourteen (14) existing manholes.

Contract time for this contract shall be 300 consecutive calendar days from the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceeds. Liquidated damages will be assessed
for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved Final Completion.
The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $1,000.00 plus any additional
actual costs above $1,000.00 incurred by the Owner. These actual costs include,
but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other construction related costs
resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete the work on schedule.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business
opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal
Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in accordance with the
provision of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance.
Failure to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder, or
offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City
of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the Office of
Economic Development at 601-960-1638. Copies of the ordinance, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the program are available at 218 South President Street,
2nd Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all bidders
will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex,
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and
ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, employment,
initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/
or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek to contract
with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the
City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment
opportunities.

Bidders must be qualified under Mississippi Law and show current Certificate of
Responsibility issued by the Mississippi State Board of Public Contractors establishing his classification as to the value and type of construction on which he is
authorized to bid.

Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal forms to be provided, sealed in an
envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for WEST BANK
INTERCEPTOR SEWER REHABILITATION, PHASE 4, CITY PROJECT NO.
20505704, SRF PROJECT NO. C280886-04.” Each bidder shall write his Certificate of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing
his proposal.

Bids and EBO plans shall be submitted in triplicate (bound/stapled separately),
sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the
hour and date hereinbefore designated. No bidder may withdraw his bid within 90
days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid a separate attachment stating his qualifications to perform the work. The Statement of Qualifications shall list past projects of
similar size and nature, a list of references with name and telephone number, a list
of key personnel who will perform the work, and other information supporting the
bidder’s qualifications.

Any contract or contracts awarded under this invitation for bids are expected to be
funded in whole or in part by anticipated funds from the Water Pollution Control Revolving Loan Fund (WPCRLF) loan program from the State of Mississippi. Neither
the State of Mississippi, the Commission on Environmental Quality, the Department of Environmental Quality nor any of their employees is or will be a party to
this invitation for bids or any resulting or related contracts. This procurement will
be subject to all applicable sections of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated.

A Pre‑Bid Meeting is scheduled for December 21, 2015 at 2:00 P.M., local time in
the 1st floor Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Department of Public Works
at 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. Attendance by all potential
contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties is strongly encouraged.

Awarding public contracts to non-resident Bidders will be on the same basis as
the non-resident bidder’s state awards contracts to Mississippi Contractors bidding under similar circumstances. Current state law, Mississippi General Laws of
2010, Chapter 383, section 31-3-21 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as amended,
requires a non‑resident bidder to attach to the bid a copy of the Bidder’s resident
state’s current laws pertaining to such state’s treatment of nonresident contractors.
Non-resident bidders must attach to their bid a copy of any bid preference law of
the state, city, county, parish, province, nation or political subdivision where they
are domiciled. If there is no such law where they are domiciled, all non-resident
bidders shall attach a letter to their bid stating that there is no bid preference law
where they are domiciled. The bid of any non-resident bidder who fails to attach to
its bid a copy of its domicile’s bid preference law or a letter stating that its domicile
has no such bid preference law, whichever is applicable, shall be rejected and not
considered for award.

Each Bidder must deposit with his bid a Bid Bond or Certified Check in an amount
equal to five percent of his bid, payable to the City of Jackson as bid security.
Bidders shall also submit a current financial statement, if requested by the City of
Jackson. The successful bidder will be required to furnish a Payment Bond and
Performance Bond each in the amount of 100% of the contract amount.

Contract Drawings, Contract Specifications, Instructions to Bidders and Bidders
Proposal forms are on file and open to public inspection in the office of the Engineering Division, Department of Public Works, City of Jackson, Mississippi. Copies
of the Instructions for Bidders and Bidder’s Proposal, Bid Bond, Contract Drawings
and Contract Specifications may be procured at the office of the Engineer between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Local Time, Monday through Friday, upon
payment of $150.00, which will not be refunded. Checks are to be made payable
to the Engineer.

The Engineer is Southern Consultants, Inc. (A Woman’s Business Enterprise),
5740 County Cork Road, Jackson, Mississippi 39206; (601) 957-0999, Fax No.
(601) 957-9332. For technical questions please contact James S. Stewart, P.E. at
Southern Consultants, Inc.

The Bid Schedule may also be examined online at http://mscpc.com/bid-opportunities/ under the Mississippi Bids tab.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all Bidders that minority and women business
enterprises are solicited to bid on these contracts as prime contractors and are
encouraged to make inquiries regarding potential subcontracting opportunities,
equipment, material and/or supply needs.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive any
informalities or irregularities therein.
Kishia Powell, P. E.			
Director of Public Works		
Terry Williamson, Esq.
Consent Decree Manager

12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

Gus McCoy
Chief Adminstrative Officer

12/10/2015, 12/17/2015
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LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE
ZONING CASE NO. 3920
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Sandra Boyd has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a 270 feet Variance from the 500 feet distance
requirement for the separation of land uses between night clubs and bars, and
any church, school, kindergarten or funeral home within the C80-C2 (Limited)
Commercial District on property located at 1700 University Blvd, Suite 9, in the
First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:
A CERTAIN PARCEL OF LAND, together with all the buildings and improvements thereon and all of the rights, ways, privileges, servitudes, appurtenances
and advantages thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining, situated in the
Southwest Y¼ of the Southwest ¼ and the Southeast ¼. of the Southwest ¼ of
Section 9, T5N-R1E, City of Jackson, Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as follows:
Begin at an existing ½’’ iron pin marking the Southwest corner of the Southeast

¼. of the Southwest ¼. of said Section 9, T5N-R1E; said point also being on the
North right-of-way line of Linde Air Road (as now laid out and improved); from said
POINT OF BEGINNING, run thence North 89 degrees 31 minutes 18 seconds
West along the line between Sections 9 and 16 and along said North right-of-way
line of Linde Air Road for a distance of 236.37 feet to the Point of Curvature of a
11.6164 degree curve bearing to the right having a central angle of 44 degrees
29 minutes 01 seconds and a radius of 494.08 feet; run thence along said North
right-of-way line of Linde Air Road and along the arc of said curve an arc length of
383.60 feet to a set W’ iron pin marking the Point of Tangency of said curve; said
curve having a chord bearing of North 69 degrees 50 minutes 26 seconds West
and a chord distance of 374.03 feet; run thence North 48 degrees 23 minutes 39
seconds West along said North right-of-way of Linde Air Road for a distance of
152.02 feet to a set ½” iron pin on the East right-of-way line of Terry Road- Old
U.S. Highway 51 (as now laid out and improved); leaving said North right-of-way
line of Linde Air Road, run thence North 41 degrees 02 minutes 04 seconds East
along said East right-of-way line of Terry Road for a distance of 659.56 feet to a
set ½” iron pin on the South line of the Van T. Orton property as described in deed
recorded in Deed Book 4980 at Page 787, on file and of record in the office of the
Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson Mississippi; leaving said East rightof-way line of Terry Road, run thence South 82 degrees 42 minutes 20 seconds
East along the South line of said Orton property for a distance of 360.00 feet to a
set ½” iron pin; leaving said South line of the Orton property, run thence South 07
degrees 24 minutes 47 seconds West along the West line of the Joseph W. Hay-

les property as described in deed recorded in Deed Book 5111 at Page 758, on file
and of record in the aforesaid Chancery Clerk’s office for a distance of 689.38 feet
to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 9.069 acres, more or less.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16,
2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the
area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before
said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel
on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

11/26/2015, 12/10/2015

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING

Commence at the Southwest corner of aforesaid Section 9 and run North
along the Western Boundary of said Section 9 for a distance of 1180 feet to
the Southern Rightof-Way Line of U.S. Highway 80 and the Point of Beginning for the property herein described; thence South 83 degrees 14 min-

utes 00 seconds East along said Southern Right-of-Way Line for a distance
of 504.50 feet; leaving said Southern Right-of-Way Line, run thence South
17 degrees 45 Minutes 48 Seconds West for a distance of 351.74 feet;
thence North 84 degree 11minutes 03 Seconds for a distance of 120.33
feet; thence South 17 degrees 21minutes 51seconds West for a distance
of 137.26 feet; thence Southeasterly, counterclockwise along the arc of a
curve for a distance of 85.87 fee, said curve having a central angle of 24
degree 35 minutes 59 seconds, a radius of 200.00 feet and a chord bearing
of South 48 degree 54 minutes 29 seconds East for a distance of 85.21feet;
thence South 40 degrees 32 minutes 15 seconds West for a distance of
120.00 feet; thence South 66 degrees 02 minutes 22 seconds East for a
distance of 271.14 feet to the Western Right-of-Way line of U.S. Highway
51(Terry Rd); thence South 40 degrees 13 minutes and 15 seconds West
along said Western Right-of-Way line for a distance of 101.39 feet; leaving
said Western Right-of-Way line, run thence North 66 degrees 02 minutes
22 seconds West for a distance of 267.47 feet; thence South 41degrees
24 minutes 02 seconds West for a distance of 26.29 feet; thence North 00
degrees 27 minutes 02 seconds West for a distance of 75.58 feet; thence
North 65 degrees 51minutes 00 seconds West for a distance of 234.40
feet; thence North 01degrees 51minutes 00 seconds East for a distance
of 193.05 feet; thence North 83 degrees 14 minutes 00 seconds West for a
distance of 498.05 feet; thence North 08 degrees 30 minutes 00 seconds

JOB POSTING

JOB POSTING

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority’s Facilities Department is accepting
applications for a Housekeeper II. Applicants must perform cleaning and
housekeeping tasks and maintenance of all floor finishes as assigned by
supervisor and does related work as required. Duties are routine and are
performed under general supervision of the Custodial Supervisor or Housekeeper Supervisor.

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority’s Facilities Department is accepting applications for a Housekeeper I. Applicants must perform cleaning
and housekeeping tasks assigned by supervisor and does related work as
required. Duties are routine and are performed under general supervision
of the Custodial Supervisor or Housekeeper Supervisor.

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

ZONING CASE NO. 3921
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in
any way affected thereby, that Gil Sidi d/b/a Old Cola Plant, LLC has filed
with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a
Rezoning from C80-C2 (Limited) Commercial District to C80-C3 (General)
Commercial District, to allow for an automotive service and repair establishment on property located at 1421 Highway 80 West, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:
A tract of land containing 11.25 acres, more or less, situated in Southeast
¼ of Section 8 and in the Southwest ¼ of Section 9, T5N-R1E, Jackson,
Hinds County, Mississippi and being more particularly described as follows:

Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
Sweeps, scrubs, mops, waxes and buffs floors
Operates buffing machine and other powered cleaning equipment
Dusts, cleans, waxes and polishes furniture, woodwork and office equipment.
Polishes metalwork
Washes windows and walls
Empties and cleans waste receptacles
Cleans restrooms to include commodes, urinals, sinks and mirrors
Cleans break areas to include refrigerators, microwave ovens
Cleans and vacuums carpet
Perform related duties and responsibilities as required
Please visit www.jmaa.com for application and qualifications.
Please submit a completed copy of the following employment application to:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
Human Resources Department
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, MS 39298-8109
Fax: (601) 664-3514
Email: recruiter@jmaa.com
Acceptance deadline is December 14, 2015
EOE
12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
Sweeps, scrubs, mops, waxes and buffs floors
Operates buffing machine and other powered cleaning equipment
Dusts, cleans, waxes and polishes furniture, woodwork and office equipment.
Polishes metalwork
Washes windows and walls
Empties and cleans waste receptacles
Cleans restrooms to include commodes, urinals, sinks and mirrors
Cleans break areas to include refrigerators, microwave ovens
Cleans and vacuums carpet
Perform related duties and responsibilities as required
Please visit www.jmaa.com for application and qualifications.

East for a distance of 400.00 feet to the aforesaid Southern Right-of-Way
line of U.S. Highway 80; thence South 83 degree 14 minutes 00 seconds
East along said Southern Right-of-Way line for a distance of 507.50 feet to
the Point of Beginning.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building,
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record
will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be
made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a
request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance,
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.
11/26/2015, 12/10/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 01/14/2016 , for:
RE:

GS# 211-060 Harrison Hall Renovation
Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College - Perkinston Campus

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
		
Phone:		
Email:

Eley Guild Hardy Architects, PA
1091 Tommy Munro Drive
Biloxi, Mississippi 39532
228-594-2323
spurvis@egh.ms

Please submit a completed copy of the following employment application to:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
Human Resources Department
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, MS 39298-8109
Fax: (601) 664-3514
Email: recruiter@jmaa.com
Acceptance deadline is December 14, 2015
EOE

A deposit of $450.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.

12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

12/10/2015, 12/17/2015

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Glenn R. Kornbrek AIA, Director
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LEGAL

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE

ADVERTISEMENT

ZONING CASE NO. 3923

ZONING CASE NO. 3922

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Mount Nebo Baptist Church has filed with the Planning Board for
the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to allow construction
for a multi-purpose facility within a R-4 (Limited Multi-Family) Residential District,
on property located at 1245 Tunica Street, in the First Judicial District of Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Electric Guard Dog LLC has filed with the Planning Board
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a two (2) ft. Variance from
the eight (8) ft. maximum height requirement to install a ten (10) ft. security
fence which will be powered by a 12V battery independent of the power grid in
an I-1 (Light) Industrial District, for property located at 1820 University Blvd.
(Parcels: 201-130-1, 201-87, 201-132, 201-133 & 201-34), in the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

CITY OF JACKSON
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

PARCEL 159-113

Certain properties located in Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 17 and an unnumbered lot of Block 13 of the College Suburb Survey and recorded in Plat
Book 1 at Page 66 of the Hinds County Chancery Clerk’s Office, Hinds County,
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the Northwestern corner of Lot 6, Block 13 of said College Suburb
Survey, being represented by an 1” iron pipe and thence run North 89 degrees
57 minutes 19 seconds East for a distance of 145.00 feet to a 1” iron pipe found
on the west right-of-way line of Tunica Street; thence run South 00 degrees 09
minutes 33 seconds West for a distance of 279.81 feet to a 1” iron pipe found;
thence leave said right-of-way and run North 89 degrees 58 minutes 35 seconds
West for a distance of 144.78 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run South 00
degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds West for a distance of 284.84 feet to a ½” iron
rebar set on the north right-of-way of the Railroad Property; thence run North 88
degrees 29 minutes 41 seconds West for a distance of 145.05 feet to a ½ “ rebar
set, said point also lying on the east right-of-way line of Tupelo Street; thence
run North 00 degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a
distance of 491.26 feet to a ½” iron rebar found; thence run North 00 degrees 01
minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a distance of 69.72 feet to
a ½” iron rebar set; thence leave said rightof-way and run South 89 degrees 52
minutes 33 seconds East for a distance of 145.41 feet back to the Point of Beginning containing 2.80 acres, more or less.

PARCEL 159-133

Certain properties located in Lots 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and an
un-numbered lot of Block 14 of the College Suburb Survey and recorded in Plat
Book 1 at Page 66 of the Hinds County Chancery Clerk’s Office, Hinds County,
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:

Beginning at the Northwestern corner of Lot 6, Block 14 of said College Suburb
Survey, being represented by an ½” iron rebar found on the west right-of-way of
Tupelo Street and thence run South 00 degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds West for
a distance of 560.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set on the north right-of-way of the
Railroad Property; thence run North 88 degrees 29 minutes 41 seconds West
for a distance of 145.05 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run North 00 degrees
01 minutes 46 seconds East for a distance of 346.28 feet to a ½” iron rebar set;
thence run North 89 degrees 58 minutes 14 seconds West for a distance of
145.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set on the east right-of-way line of Aberdeen Street;
thence run North 00 degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-ofway, for a distance of 210.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run North 00
degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a distance of
140.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set on the south right-of-way line of Lynch Street;
thence run 89 degrees 58 minutes 14 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for
a distance of 70 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence run South 89 degrees 58 minutes 14 seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a distance of 75.00 feet to a ½”
iron rebar set; thence leave said right-of-way and run South 00 degrees 01 minutes 46 seconds West for a distance of 140.00 feet to a ½” iron rebar set; thence
run South 89 degrees 58 minutes 14 seconds East for a distance of 144.94 feet
back to the Point of Beginning containing 3.02 acres, more or less.

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16,
2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon
which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council
of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
11/26/2015, 12/10/2015

JOB POSTING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AVAILABILITY
Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER)
City of Jackson: FY 2014 Housing and Community
Development Programs
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS, AND PERSONS: The City of
Jackson receives funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) for the following programs: Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME), Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG), and Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS
(HOPWA). HUD requires the City to prepare a Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) on accomplishments of each of the
programs in relation to needs, goals, strategies, and objectives of the City’s
Consolidated Plan for Housing and Community Development Programs.
Notice is hereby given that on December 14, 2015, the City’s draft copy of the
CAPER will be available for review and comment between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on the 2nd Floor of the Richard Porter Building located at
218 S. President St., Jackson, MS.
In addition, the public is invited to a Public Hearing for comments and questions regarding the City’s FY 2014 CAPER on Monday, December 14, 2015
at 6:00 p.m. in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room of the Warren Hood
Building located at 200 S. President Street, Jackson, MS. Written comments
will be accepted until 3:00 p.m. December 28, 2015.
For additional information, please contact the Office of Housing and Community Development 601-960-2155.
12/10/2015

THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY SITUATED IN SECTION 16,
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, IN THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, DESCRIBE AS FOLLOWS:
PARCEL NUMBERS 201-87 AND 201-130-1
COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH,
RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY MISSISSIPPI AND RUN SOUTH 00o 59’
50” WEST, 382.29 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PARCEL
DESCRIBED HEREAFTER.
FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING RUN THENCE NORTH 40o 59’ 50”
EAST, 22.4 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 56o 56’ 29” EAST, 239.12 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 32o 53’ 57” EAST 99.35 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 57o 00’
50” EAST 100.00 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 32o 59’ 10” WEST, 437.81 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 50o 45’ 51” WEST, 163.40 FEET; THENCE NORTH 00o 59’
50” EAST, 148.56 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, A PARCEL
SITUATED IN THE NW ¼ OF THE NW ¼ OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 5
NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY MISSISSIPPI AND CONTAINING
1.709 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.
PARCEL NUMBER 201-132
COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH,
RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI AND RUN THENCE SOUTH
00o 59’ 50” WEST, 530.85 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING RUN THENCE SOUTH 57o 13’ 02”
EAST, 163.40 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 32o 59’ 10” WEST, 180.20 FEET;
THENCE NORTH 50o 45’ 51” WEST, 55.29 FEET; THENCE NORTH 00o 59’
50” EAST, 204.69 FEET BACK TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, A PARCEL
SITUATED IN THE NW ¼ OF THE NW ¼ OF SECTION 16, TOWNSHIP 4
NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST, HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI AND CONTAINING
0.440 ACRES MORE OR LESS.
PARCEL NUMBER 201-133
COMMENCE AT THE COMMON CORNER OF SECTIONS 8, 9, 16 AND 17,
TOWNSHIP 5 NORTH, RANGE 1 EAST; THENCE RUN SOUTH ALONG THE
LINE BETWEEN SECTIONS 16 AND 17 FOR A DISTANCE OF 745.72 FEET
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH ALONG
SAID LINE BETWEEN SECTIONS 16 AND 17 A DISTANCE OF 293.62 FEET;
THENCE RUN THE FOLLOWING BEARINGS AND DISTANCES ALONG THE
NORTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 20, SOUTH
33 DEGREES 06 MINUTES West, 150.93 FEET; NORTH 53 DEGREES 34
MINUTES WEST, 97.45 FEET; NORTH 33 DEGREES 29 MINUTES WEST,
140.49 FEET; NORTH 00 DEGREES 28 MINUTES EAST, 232.33 FEET;
NORTH 06 DEGREES 06 MINUTES EAST, 91 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH
41 DEGREES 26 MINUTES EAST ALONG THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY
LINE OF SAID INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 20 AND TERRY ROAD, 84.34 FEET;
THENCE LEAVING SAID RIGHT OF WAY LINE, RUN SOUTH 50 DEGREES
17 MINUTES EAST, 222.30 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.
PARCEL NUMBER 201-134
LEASEHOLD INT IN THE FOLLOWING: BEG NW COR, NW ¼ SEC 15 T5
F1E S 745.72 FT TO POB SE/LY 276.20 FT, SW/LY 81.84 FT NW/LY APP 102
FT TO W/L FRONTAGE RD SW/LY 144.66 FT N 293.62 FT TO POB PT NW
¼ NW ¼ SEC 16 T5N R1E LESS TO ST MID PT
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 16, 2015, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be
established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by
any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be
filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof
or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will
take steps to accommodate citizens’ need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for
the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 20th day of November 2015.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
11/26/2015, 12/10/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Advertisement for Bid
Bid 3023 – Roof Replacement at Hardy Middle School
Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) January 22, 2016, at which time and place they will be
publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the project
will be held at Hardy Middle School, 545 Ellis Avenue, Jackson, MS 39209,
on January 7, 2016, at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is
non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the
right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids
are opened. A $100.00 deposit shall be required on each set of plans and
specifications, to be refunded upon return of all documents in good condition,
returned within two weeks of bid opening.
Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro Printing and Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS 39201, Phone: 601-3559543. For inquiries contact Durrell Design Group, 851 E. Northside Dr., Clinton, MS 39056, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email: contact@
durrelldesigngroup.com

HANGING MOSS ROAD
City Project No. 15B4501.201
The City Clerk of the City of Jackson will receive bids for the replacement of
bridge located on Hanging Moss Road City Project No. 15B4501.201, no later
than 3:30 P.M., Local Prevailing Time, Tuesday, January 5, 2015 in the City
Clerk’s Office located at 219 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. All
bids so received will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The work shall consist essentially of the following items:
entirety.

1) Removal/Replacement of the Hanging Moss Road Bridge in its

The above general outline of features of the work does not in any way limit
the responsibility of the Contractor to perform all work and furnish all plant, labor, equipment and materials required by the specifications and the drawings
referred to therein. Contract time shall be 60 consecutive calendar days from
the effective date shown in the Notice to Proceed. Liquidated damages will
be assessed for each consecutive calendar day the Work has not achieved
Final Completion. The amount of liquidated damages per day will be $500.00
plus any additional actual costs above $500.00 incurred by the Owner. These
actual costs include, but are not limited to, engineering, inspection, and other
construction related costs resulting from the Contractor’s failure to complete
the work on schedule.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full an
equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As
a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) ordinance. Failure
to comply with the City’s ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or
offeror from being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the
City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact the
office of Economic Development at (601) 960-1856. Copies of the ordinance,
EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the Program are available at 200 South
President Street, Warren Hood Building, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs,
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons,
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and/or conduct business in the City to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering
City residents for employment opportunities.
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that
all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color,
national origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award.
Bids shall be made out on the bid proposal form to be provided, sealed in
an envelope and plainly marked on the outside of the envelope: “Bid for
CITY OF JACKOSN BRIDGE REPLACEMENT – HANGING MOSS ROAD,
CITY PROJECT NO.:15B4501.201”. Each bidder shall write his Certificate
of Responsibility Number on the outside of the sealed envelope containing
his proposal. Bids and EBO Plans shall be submitted in triplicate, sealed and
deposited with the City Clerk Office, City Hall – 219 South President Street,
Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated. No
bidder may withdraw his bid within 90 days after the actual date of the opening thereof.
A pre-bid conference will be held on Tuesday, December 22, 2015 at 2:00. in
the Public Works Department 5th floor conference room of the Warren Hood
Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, MS 39201. All potential contractors, subcontractors, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.
The Contract Documents are on file and may be examined at the following
locations:
1.
City of Jackson - Public Works - Warren Hood Bldg. 4th Floor; Engineering Division Office, 200 South President St., Jackson, Mississippi 39201.
2.
CivilTech, Inc., 5420 Executive Place Jackson, Mississippi, 39206
All documents required for bidding purposes may be obtained from CivilTech,
Inc., located at 5420 Executive Place Jackson, MS 39206 (Mailing address:
P.O. Box 12852 Jackson, MS 39236-2852) upon payment of $100.00 for each
set, which will not be refunded.
Each bid shall be accompanied by a Certified Check on a solvent bank or a
Bidder’s Bond issued by a surety Company licensed to operate in the State of
Mississippi, in the amount of five percent (5%) of the total bid price, payable to
the City of Jackson as bid surety. Bidders shall also submit a current financial
statement, if requested by the City. The successful bidder will be required to
furnish a Payment Bond and Performance Bond each in the amount of 100%
of the contract amount.
Work to be performed shall be in accordance with the “Mississippi Road and
Bridge Construction, 2004”, together with all amendments and/or special provisions and/or addenda to the standards duly approved and adopted, unless
otherwise noted in these specifications.
The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive
any and all informalities
Kishia L. Powell			
Director, Department of Public Works

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

Terry Williamson
Legal Counsel
12/10/2015, 12/17/2015
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Make the Mississippi Children’s Museum

YOUR
R NEW HOLIDAY TR ADITION!
lights • music • snow • ornament making
themed ac tivities • per formances
visits from santa and mr. snowman

visit w w w.mschildrensmuseum.com for more information
601.981.5469 • 2145 Museum Blvd. Jack son, MS
$10 General Admission. Holida y Spec tacular! event s are free for MCM Member s.
T h i s p r o j e c t i s p a r t i a l l y f u n d e d b y t h e J a c k s o n C o n v e n t i o n a n d V i s i t o r s B u r e a u.

MS Children’s
Museum
Miss. Code Ann. § 89-12-59.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT
OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

For further

information about this lawsuit, visit http://
“Holiday Spectacular”
www.treasurylynnfitch.com.

IN RE: MATURED, UNREDEEMED,
AND UNCLAIMED UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BONDS WITH PURCHASERS OR
OWNERS WITH LAST KNOWN
ADDRESSES IN THE STATE
OF MISSISSIPPI

You are required to mail or hand de-

liver a written response to the Complaint
PASS

CAUSE NO. 15-597
SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: All owners of all United States savings bonds that have reached their maturity date, that have not been redeemed,
that have purchasers or owners with last
known addresses in the state of Mississippi according to the records of the U.S.
Treasury Department, and that were issued during the following timeframes:
a. 40-year Series E bonds issued
between May 1, 1941 and November 30,
1965;
b. 30-year Series E bonds issued between December 1, 1965 and August 31,
1977;
c. Series A, B, C, D, F, G, J and K
bonds (all of which were issued prior to
1958);
d. Series H bonds issued between
June 1, 1952 and August 31, 1977; and
e. Series HH bonds issued between
January 1, 1980 and August 31, 1987;
and to all other concerned persons.
You are notified that a Complaint pursuant to the Mississippi Disposition of Unclaimed Property Act (Miss. Code Ann. §§
89-21-1 et seq.) and identifying you as an
owner has been filed in the Circuit Court
of the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi by the Office of the Mississippi State Treasurer seeking a declaration that title to the above-described U.S.
savings bonds has passed to the state of
Mississippi by way of escheat pursuant to

filed against you in this action to the attention of S. Martin Millette, III, whose post
office address is Office of the Mississippi
Attorney General, P.O. Box 220, Jackson,
MS 39205, and whose street address is
550 High Street, Suite 1200, Jackson, MS
39201.
YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE
MAILED OR DELIVERED NOT LATER
THAN THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE 5TH
DAY OF DECEMBER, 2015, WHICH IS
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS SUMMONS. IF YOUR
RESPONSE IS NOT SO MAILED OR DELIVERED, A JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT
WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU
FOR THE RELIEF DEMANDED IN THE
COMPLAINT WHICH MAY INCLUDE A
DECLARATION THAT TITLE TO THE
ABOVE-DESCRIBED U.S. SAVINGS
BONDS HAVE PASSED TO THE STATE
OF MISSISSIPPI BY WAY OF ESCHEAT.
You must also file the original of your
Response with the Clerk of this Court
within a reasonable time afterward.
You are further notified that on January 11, 2016 at 9 A.M. a hearing will be
held, at which time the Court will determine whether the above-referenced savings bonds should escheat to the State of
Mississippi.
Issued under my hand and the seal
of said Court, this 18th day of November,
2015.

s/M. Green
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi
Mississippi

(Seal)
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SWAC enshrines 2015 Hall of Fame class
Mississippi Link Newswire

HOUSTON, Texas – The
Southwestern Athletic Conference formally inducted seven
of its most significant athletes,
coaches and administrators into
the SWAC Hall of Fame Dec. 3
at the J.W. Marriott in Houston.
The annual reception served as
the catalyst for championship
weekend in leading up to the
2015 SWAC Football Championship game.
The newest hall of fame
class consisted of Selma, Ala.
mayor and former coordinator
of SWAC officials George Patrick Evans, Tommy Gibbs Sr.
(Alcorn State), Kevin Granger
(Texas Southern), Perry Harrington (Jackson State), Maurice “Mo” Hurst (Southern),
Alicia Pete (Prairie View
A&M) and Steven Rogers, Sr.
(Alabama State)
Each inductee had the chance
to share past stories and show
gratitude to those that helped
them during their playing and
coaching days.
George Patrick Evans
(SWAC Official)
Prior to a career in politics,
Evans served the SWAC for
three decades (1979-2009) in an
officiating capacity. In addition
to becoming one of the conference’s most seasoned officials,
Evans also spent more than a
decade coordinating officials
for SWAC men’s and women’s
basketball.
Evans was floored by his induction.
“It’s an honor. It’s certainly a
privilege for me to have worked
for the SWAC for 30 years,”
Evans said. To have this honor
– to be asked to be an inductee,
I’m just honored to be here ….

SWAC 2015 Hall of Fame inductees are Steve Rogers (from left), Perry Harrington, Kevin Granger, Alicia Lynn Pete, George Evans, Tommy Gibbs
Sr. and Maurice Hurst. PHOTO COURTESY OF SWAC
I’m just appreciative, honored,
and I feel blessed.”
Tommy Anthony Gibbs Sr.
(Alcorn State University)
Gibbs earned his place in
conference lore as one of the
great defenders in Alcorn State
history. In his collegiate career,
Gibbs racked up 300 tackles, 27
sacks, six picks and three fumble recoveries. He was a firstteam All-SWAC selection and
was a member of the Braves’
1979 conference championship
team
The evening was an emotional one for Gibbs, who dedicated
his college career to his mother.
Gibbs described his induction
as one of the most meaningful
accolades he’s ever received.
“It’s a blessing, man. It’s like
a dream come true. It was a surprise to me, and it just blew me
away. It means everything to
me,” he said. “I wish my mom
was here to witness this, because she wanted me to do this
… but it really means a lot to
me. It means a great deal.”

Kevin Granger (Texas
Southern University)
As one of the most dominant
scorers of his era, Texas Southern alum Kevin Granger went
down as one of the greatest basketball players in conference
history, leading the Tigers to the
SWAC Tournament Championship in 1994 and 1995 – he won
tournament MVP honors in
1994 – and in 1996, he led the
nation in scoring at 27 points
per game.
Granger, who was a two-time
all-SWAC and Black College
All-American selection, said
the best part of the night was
sharing the merit with his closest loved ones.
“It’s a big honor. It’s an opportunity to say, ‘Hey, job well
done.’ I normally don’t get too
excited about individual awards
because I was always team
player and believed in the team
concept of the game,” Granger
said. “But, to get recognized for
this, it means a lot to me. Not
just for me, but I’m more so for

my family that they’re getting
the opportunity to enjoy this
moment with me.”
Currently, Granger serves his
alma mater as its athletics operations manager.
Perry Harrington (Jackson
State University)
Harrington was one of the
most electric running backs in
the nation as part of the Wishbone offense of SWAC coaching legend W.C. Gorden. He
earned two All-SWAC selections for the Tigers in 1978 and
1979 as well.
“It’s one of the better honors
of my life. It’s the first opportunity I’ve had to enjoy an award
with my children. I’m very enthused,” Harrington said of his
enshrinement.
Maurice
“Mo”
Hurst
(Southern University)
Hurst parlayed a stunning
athletic career at Southern, into
an equally impressive sevenyear career in the NFL as a
member of the New England
Patriots. Hurst was named to

the NFL All-Rookie honors and
was eventually selected to the
Patriots’ all-decade team in the
1990s, earning the distinction
of All-Pro during the 1995 season.
Hurst said he never thought
that his playing career would
lead him to the annals of the
SWAC Hall of Fame, calling
the induction a humbling occasion.
“It means a lot. It’s not something you think about when
you’re playing, but ultimately
being honored like this – it was
somewhat a surprise,” Hurst
said. “I’m very, very honored
and it means quite a bit to me
that they think of me in the
same class as some of the great
names who have been chosen in
the past.”
Alicia Lynn Pete (Prairie
View A&M University)
As one of the great athletes
and coaching pioneers in Panthers history, Pete has experienced success in nearly every
athletic venue one could imag-

ine. Even with the multiple allconference and all-tournament
selections as well as the litany
of division and conference
championships won as volleyball coach, Pete considered her
most recent distinction one of
the most meaningful.
“This means a lot to me –
not only to me, but to my family and to my university,” Pete
said. “I really worked hard to
get to where I am today, and I
just appreciate being inducted
into the Hall of Fame.”
Pete currently serves as the
senior woman administrator at
Prairie View A&M.
Steve Rogers Sr. (Alabama
State University)
Rogers was SWAC Player of
the Year twice en route to earning All-American distinction in
his junior and senior seasons.
He went on to transition from
that to coaching and athletic administration, where he has been
a part of three separate SWAC
championship teams in basketball and football.
For the former Hornet basketball star, Rogers said it was an
award to share with his family,
supporters and his fellow Hornet alums.
“Tonight’s a great honor for
me. I’m truly blessed to have
this honor. It means a lot to me,
my family and all the people
that supported me over the
years,” Rogers said. “Most of
all, my ASU – Alabama State
University; I am so honored and
grateful to be a part of that family. It’s because of the Alabama
State University family that I’m
here today.”
Rogers is currently an assistant coach for the Alabama
State men’s basketball team.

All-SWAC football teams named
Mississippi Link Newswire
BIRMINGHAM – Alabama
State University, Alcorn State
University, Grambling State
University and Texas Southern
University received the four
major 2015 Southwestern Athletic Conference postseason
football awards in voting conducted by league head coaches
and sports information directors. The conference made the
announcement Dec. 2.
Grambling State quarterback Johnathan Williams was
named Offensive Player of the
Year. Alabama State linebacker Kourtney Berry was tabbed
Defensive Player of the Year
while Alcorn State’s Marquise
Warford landed the Newcomer
of the Year award. Rounding
out the postseason accolades,
Texas Southern quarterback
Averion Hurts was tagged
Freshman of the Year.
Southern led the way with
10 selections and five landing

on first team. Alcorn State and
Grambling State finished second with six and four picks
receiving first-team votes respectively.
Williams led Grambling
State to a 9-2 overall record
(9-0 SWAC) and its first Western Division title since 2011.
He helped GSU become the
first school to earn a perfect
conference record since 2008.
The grad student ranks first in
the FCS and in the SWAC in
touchdown passes (36), first in
the conference in passing yards
(2,910), third in the SWAC in
passing yards per game (262.8)
and total offensive yards per
game (294.6). Helping those
averages was a big win over
Prairie View A&M in which
Williams passed for 429 yards
inlcuding six touchdowns.
Berry led the SWAC and finished fifth in NCAA in tackles
with 130. He registered double
digit tackles in seven games

with a season-high 19 against
GSU. Twice Berry has been
named SWAC Defensive Player of the Week in 2015. Berry is also listed on the CFPA
Defensive Player of the Year
Watch List.
Hurts the SWAC in passing
efficiency, although he was
only 61-of-114 for 902 yards
Of Hurts’ 61 completions, 14
went four touchdowns against
only two interceptions for
TSU. In a win over Mississippi
Valley State earlier in the season, hethrew six touchdown
passes and ran for another
score.
In his first Division I collegiate season after transferring from Memphis, Warford
racked up nearly 1,000 all-purpose yards. He led the Braves
in receptions and was second
on the team in receiving yards.
He was also fourth on the team
in rushing yards while finishing with five touchdowns.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
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IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.

COMMUNITY
www.mississippilink.com

DECEMBER 10 - 16, 2015

AT&T, DECA prepare Hinds County
students for college and careers

Pictured are (front row from left) Kenisha Shears, Miranda Edwards, Paige Blunt, Carissa Branch, Jamie Williams, Elizabeth Keyes. (Back row from
left) Chaddrick Brown, Dechantress Graham, Shenedra Ervin, Earika White, Jordan Curry.
Mississippi Link Newswire
Hinds County School District
Career and Technical Center
DECA students will participate
in an AT&T funded project to
improve high school graduation rates and prepare young
people for college and careers.
The project leverages the skills
and knowledge of AT&T’s diverse workforce and DECA’s
renowned
comprehensive
learning program that connects
learning to the “real world.”
The
funding,
nearly
$430,000,will support classroom instruction, provide “real
world” learning through visits
to AT&T work sites, and utilize technology to connect the
students with mentors. The
contribution will help remove
barriers to students’ participation in DECA’s leadership and
career-focused conferences and
competitions
The collaboration is built
upon DECA’s comprehensive
learning program which is in-

dustry validated and supports
the Common Core and 21stcentury skills. In addition to Mississippi, other states participating include Florida, Georgia,
Massachusetts, Missouri, North
Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas, and Washington.
“Helping young people see
the relevance and impact of
learning has been at the heart
of DECA’s mission for nearly
70 years and why we’re so
honored to work with AT&T’s
Aspire Mentoring Academy to
prepare more students for college and careers,” said Paul
Wardinski, executive director,
DECA.
The contribution is part of
AT&T Aspire, the company’s
$350 million signature education initiative focused on high
school success and career readiness. The program engages
AT&T’s network, mobile and
cloud technologies, its employees and its partners to make a

Jada Parker, Amber Nichols and Caitlin Carson
transformational impact on
learning.
On Tuesday, DECA went to
the AT&T building in Jackson
to film DECA members from
the HCSD there as they visited
an AT&T work site, learned
from and interacted with AT&T
business professionals and got a
firsthand look at how the busi-

ness world operates.
Follow along with DECA’s
adventures in Mississippi by
following #DECAATTProject
on Twitter and Instagram. Follow @decainc on Snapchat to
get exclusive behind-the-scenes
photos and videos of the students from Hinds County Career and Technical Center.

MSU Black Alumni Weekend slated
Mississippi Link Newswire
STARKVILLE – The Mississippi State University National Alumni Association is
announcing the first formally
organized Black Alumni Weekend for the institution. Sponsored by the Black Alumni
Weekend planning committee in conjunction with the
130-year-old alumni association, the weekend is scheduled
for March 3-6, 2016.
“Mississippi State alumni
and friends of any ethnic background will have an opportunity to salute the heritage of
inclusion and diversity at our
university by attending this
collection of events,” said Jeff
Davis, executive director of the
MSU Alumni Association.
Co-chaired by MSU alumni
Edward Sanders of Washington, D.C., and Camille Scales
Young of Madison, the planning committee seeks to increase alumni involvement.
Sanders, a 2006 bachelor’s in
political science graduate and
the National Alumni Board of
Director’s at-large director, an-

ticipates the event will be well
attended. He and several fellow alumni considered similar
events to commemorate inclusion and gained feedback from
other SEC universities prior to
embarking on this venture.
“The idea behind the reunion
is to invite graduates to return
and experience the changes and
differences on campus since
they were students,” said Sanders. “The event also brings a
special time to highlight many
successful African-American
alumni and their accomplishments.”
The weekend will encompass
educational and social events, a
tribute to the recently marked
50th anniversary of the admission of Dr. Richard E. Holmes
as the first African American
student at Mississippi State,
and an open forum for the state
of black affairs at the university. Additionally, a semiformal
gala will honor African American alumni who are trailblazers
in their respective fields.
Fellow co-chair Young, a
past MSU national alumni

president, hopes the weekend
will be a time for alumni to cultivate relationships with current students.
“I’m always excited to see
the positive differences that
alumni can make in students’
lives, and this a great way for
students to hear success stories
and understand what they, too,
can accomplish by interacting
with successful returning alumni in the campus environment,”
said Young, who graduated
with a bachelor’s in communication in 1994 and master’s in
agriculture and extension education in 1996.
Individuals and families who
wish to attend Black Alumni
Weekend may register now
at http://alumni.msstate.edu/
blackalumniweekend.
The price is $95 per person
until Jan. 31, 2016, and will
increase to $125 starting Feb.
1, 2016. Children, ages 10 to
17, can be registered for $30,
which includes all events except the networking reception
and after parties for Friday and
Saturday evenings.

Some events carry an additional cost beyond the registration fee.
A complete listing of events
is found at www.alumni.msstate.edu. A highlight of the
weekend is the MSU versus
Auburn basketball game, and
tickets can be obtained through
www.hailstate.com.
Along with Sanders and
Young, the committee includes: Ann Carr of Starkville,
a 1990 educational psychology
graduate who earned a master’s
in counselor education in 1992;
Desi A. Crouther of Herndon,
Va., a 1980 geology and 1983
petroleum engineering graduate; Ra’Sheda Boddie Forbes
of Starkville, a 2008 biological
sciences graduate; Zwanardo
M. Landfair of Olive Branch,
a 1993 industrial technology
graduate; Willie C. McClendon
of Jackson, a 2011 business
administration and foreign language graduate; James E. Pattman of Roswell, Ga., a 1979
accounting graduate; Michael
J. Richardson of Starkville, a
1992 chemistry graduate and
1998 master’s in secondary
education graduate; Janie G.
Shields of Steens, a 2007 communication graduate; Tommy
Stevenson Jr. of Starkville, a
1992 industrial technology and
1998 master’s in school administration graduate; Bianca A.
Tatum, a student representative from Starkville; and Jason
R. Word of Ridgeland, a 2002
management graduate.
For more information on
this event, visit the MSU Black
Alumni Weekend Facebook
page or contact Sanders at
sandersedward@hotmail.com
or Young at cyoung@cgagroup.com.
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Five ways to improve
donor relations
The Mississippi Link Newswire
We trust your year-end fundraising is going well. Perhaps
you gained new donors during
Giving Tuesday. Maybe your
fundraising appeal letter is generating increased gifts from current donors. Perhaps your longterm donors are thinking of you
as they complete their charitable
giving for the year. In all cases
there are people to thank and
a “donor relations” program
to launch or improve. There
is much a small to mid-sized
nonprofit can do to engage and
retain its donors. Here are five
suggestions.
• Engage your volunteers, staff
and board members. Take a
moment to ensure that those
associated with your organization can “tell the story” of
your nonprofit – quickly and
accurately. Create 10 talking
points. Share them. Make it
fun – test each other: “Tell our
story in less than 90 seconds.”
Ask those closest to your nonprofit to send a personal email
or place a phone call to five
new donors. A personal touch
lets people know you care.
• Offer engagement opportunities. A lot of people want to be
engaged. They want to make
a difference. They want to do
more than give money. Think
of ways that your donors can
help your institution. Can they
participate in a short term
“think tank” to grapple with a
challenge you need resolved?
Are there “day of service” opportunities you can offer?

• Upgrade your benefits and
naming opportunities. Find a
way to entice and recognize
donors in ways that are meaningful to them. Be creative.
Take the time to ask a few donors their thoughts on how they
would like to be recognized.
• Answer the phone. With
websites and email very few
people make a phone call
anymore. When they do call,
most want to talk – they don’t
want voicemail or a recorded
system that directs them from
one extension to another.
Have a “live person” answer
the phone. Someone who
makes every caller feel glad
they called, and someone who
knows how to direct callers to
the right person. Especially
donors who want to talk about
giving or volunteering.
• Review your donor data.
Whether you use a spreadsheet or a cloud based system
take the time to print out a list
of your donors. Look at the
data. Are your donors’ names
spelled correctly? Are you
asking people for a gift when
you didn’t acknowledge the
last one they gave? Do you
“know” that someone gave
you a significant gift last year
but you don’t see it in your
data? Take a moment now
to clean up your data so you
don’t offend your donors in
2016.
Mel and Pearl Shaw salute your
fundraising success. For more
tips and suggestions visit
www.saadandshaw.com

Hood warns about phishing
emails to Google accounts
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Attorney General Jim Hood
warns consumers to be cautious
in clicking links contained in any
unsolicited emails sent to their
email accounts. One version of
this common scam recently reappeared when Google account
holders received an email asking
the users to review the details of
their accounts in order to comply
with regulations. These types of
scams are commonly referred to
as “phishing.”
The new email appears to be
from Google and indicates that
the user needs to review the details of their Google account in
order to comply with governmental regulations. If the user
clicks the link, they are directed
to a malicious site that will steal
their Google credentials and potentially install malicious code
onto their computers.
“Our investigators have confirmed this is a phishing scam,”

said Attorney General Jim Hood.
“If you click the link, you will
see that the word ‘account’ is
misspelled on the website the
user is directed through the link.
Spelling and grammatical errors
are telltale signs of a scam.”
If you do have a Google account and receive a similar
email, don’t click on the link,
and don’t submit any usernames,
passwords or personal information via email. Instead, go to
https://accounts.google.com and
use your secure login to verify
any account activity.
If you do receive a phishing
email, forward the email to the
business purporting to send it
so that they can be aware their
name is being used in a phishing
attempt. If you have provided information in response to a phishing scam, contact the Consumer
Protection Division of the Mississippi Attorney General’s Office at 1-800-281-4418.

Primitive weapon season
for deer will end Dec. 15
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks reminds hunters that the primitive
weapon season for deer opened
Dec. 2 and runs through Dec. 15
in all three Deer Management
Zones. Antlerless deer and zonelegal bucks are eligible for harvest.
According to Chris McDonald,
MDWFP Wildlife Bureau assistant director, “The rut is occurring
now in most of the Delta and just
beginning in northern parts of the
state.”
On private lands only, deer
hunters may use any firearm during all open primitive weapon seasons after November 30. Hunters
required to have a hunting license
must possess a valid primitive
weapon license, Sportsman’s License, or Lifetime Sportsman’s
License to take advantage of this
opportunity on private lands.
Additional legal weapons for

the primitive weapon season are
primitive firearms and archery
equipment. “Primitive Firearms,”
for the purpose of hunting deer,
are defined as single or double
barreled muzzle-loading rifles of
at least .38 caliber; OR single shot,
breech loading, metallic cartridge
rifles (.35 caliber or larger) and
replicas, reproductions, or reintroductions of those type rifles with
an exposed hammer; OR single or
double barreled muzzle-loading
shotguns, with single ball or slug.
All muzzle-loading primitive firearms must use black powder or
a black powder substitute with
percussion caps, #209 shotgun
primers, or flintlock ignition. If
the hunter is required to have a
hunting license, the hunter must
possess a valid Primitive Weapon
License, Sportsman’s License, or
a Lifetime Sportsman’s License.
Visit www.facebook.com/mdwfp
for more information.
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INTERVIEW: “CHI-RAQ”
NICK’S GOT TALENT!

By Kam Williams
Interviewer
Nick Cannon is a multi-faceted entertainer who wears many
hats: comedian, executive producer and host for television,
film star, director, entrepreneur, philanthropist and author
of children’s books. Cited by
People magazine as one of the
“Top 10 Most Successful Young
People in Hollywood,” Cannon
is proof positive that focus and
hard work can pay off. Nick
made his first appearance on the
big screen alongside Will Smith
in Men in Black II, and was later
seen in Drumline and Bobby.
More recently, he wrote, directed and produced his first
studio film, School Dance, and
produced the sequel, Drumline:
A New Beat. And he is currently
in production on the reboot of
the TV-series, Lifestyles of the
Rich & Famous.
The San Diego native began
performing at the age of 8 after
his grandfather left him several
instruments as a gift. Shortly
thereafter, he took to the stage
to perform his music along with
stand-up comedy.
Nick headed for Hollywood
at the age of 15 and landed gigs
at world-renowned comedy venues including The Improv, The
Laugh Factory and The Comedy
Store before landing his first
television gig as a series regular and writer on Nickelodeon’s
long-running hit series All That.
This trajectory culminated in the
creation of “The Nick Cannon
Show,” which he starred in, directed and executive-produced.
Nick currently hosts NBC’s
America’s Got Talent, which
kicked off its 10th season last
May. While his professional
endeavors keep him extremely
busy, Cannon has always made
the time to use his resources and
his voice as a philanthropist to
giveback to the community and
those in need, working with
such charitable organizations
as Feeding America, Boys and
Girls Clubs, Do Something,
Toys for Tots, Stomp Out Bullying, the Lupus Foundation of
America and the National Kidney Foundation, to name a few.
He is also an active member
on the Board of Directors of
New York’s St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital and he runs the
Nicholas Scott Cannon Foundation.
Here, Nick talks about playing the title character in Spike
Lee’s new film, Chi-Raq, a
modernized adaptation of Aristophanes’ classic Greek comedy,
Lysistrata. The film opened in
theaters Dec. 4.
Kam Williams: Hi Nick. I’m
honored to have another opportunity to speak with you.
Nick Cannon: Oh, likewise,
Kam. How’re you doing?
KW: Great, thanks. I told my
readers I’d be interviewing you,
so I’ll be mixing their questions
in with mine. Children’s book
author Irene smalls asks: What
interested you in Chi-Raq?
NC: Even before I read a
script, Spike Lee came to me
and said, “I want to save lives
in Chicago, on the South Side.”
And I was like, “I’m in! I don’t
know what that is, but I’m in.”
Then, when I saw how he made
the brave artistic choice to take
Aristophanes’ 2,500 year-old
play, Lysistrata, and set it in
modern times, I thought that was
brilliant and I felt honored to be
able to be a a part of the project.
KW: Were you aware of Lysistrata before making this movie?
NC: Yeah, I was definitely familiar with Lysistrata and other
works of Aristophanes, and had
heard the play’s plot referenced
in various ways over the years.
KW: What did you think
about all the rhyme in the dialogue?
NC: I thought it was outstanding that this film was in verse. I

love how Spike remained faithful to that original format while
mixing in spoken word and hiphop and conveying an emotional
message.
KW: Irene also asks: To what
extent do you think we blacks
are responsible for the violence
in our communities?
NC: I say we’re responsible
for everything in our community. We have to take responsibility for us, and for our own.
Right now, I feel like it’s about
reconditioning the community.
We let this generation down,
so we have to step back in and
do whatever we can be the real
pillars and the real leaders. Ultimately, these young people
are hurt. They’re in pain. And
instead of pointing a finger at
them, we need to get involved
and do something about the situation.
KW: Editor/Lergist Patricia
Turnier asks: How did you prepare to play Chi-Raq?
NC: I really got to be a part
of the community through Spike
and [longtime Chicago political
activist] Father Michael Pfleger
who introduced me to some
young peacekeepers, some reformed gang members turned

leaders in the South side of Chicago. I lived with them. They
came to my hotel and said, “Yo,
let’s go!. Let’s rock! We going!
We have to show you every aspect of who we are and what we
do.” I was able to jump in in a
big way, and that’s what it was
all about.
KW: I assume that John Cusack’s character, Father Mike
Corridan, was a thinly-veiled
version of Father Pfleger. He
really looked and sounded just
like him.
NC: I haven’t yet seen the
film, but I’m well aware of Father Pfleger, and I watched John
study him. And when you have
such a phenomenal artist like
John, I’m confident he embodied him in every way possible.
KW: That’s quite a cast Spike
assembled for Chi-Raq.
NC: Yeah, that just shows
the power of Spike. People love
him, and will come out for him
to be a part of one of his projects. He always puts together
a phenomenal cast, especially
when the film is designed to deliver such an important, positive
message. That made everybody
jump in wholeheartedly.
KW: How would you de-

scribe that message?
NC: We want people to appreciate the value of life. A life is a
life, and, like Spike says, “If we
save one life with this film, then
we’ve done our job.”
KW: Patricia also says: You
are involved in the music industry as an entertainer, host and
producer shows. I really think
there is a need for another TV
show like Soul Train. Are you
interested in developing, producing and hosting a program
like that which would give aspiring musical artists a chance
to be showcased?
NC: Yes. In fact, for the last
couple of years, I’ve been developing with the Soul Train brand
a show that could be very powerful for our culture. We’re putting something together that’s
been in the works for quite a
while.
KW: Thanks so much for the
time, Nick, and best of luck with

Nick Cannon stars as aspiring rapper Demtrius “Chi-Raq” Dupree in
Spike Lee’s new film, Chi-Raq.

Spike Lee gives direction to Angela Bassett who stars as Miss Helen
in the film.
Chi-Raq and all your many endeavors.

NC: Thank you very much,
Kam. I appreciate it.

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. School group
4. “Star Trek”’s Spock’s race
10. Drag
11. Pretend to have
12. Wing
13. Boston team
14. Gentle wind
16. Supersonic transport
17. At sea
18. Road (abbr.)
20. Quiet!
22. Alack’s partner
26. Food and drug
administration (abbr.)
29. Spookily
31. Pellucid
33. Not (refix)
34. Cereal nut
35. Couple
36. Untidy
37. Total

DOWN
1. Mall
2. Fables
3. Open mouthed
4. Deviate
5. Drug doers
6. Acid
7. Curse
8. Famous cookies
9. Barber’s call
15. In possession of
19. Sticky black substance
21. Ketchup maker
23. Singer Ronstadt
24. Out loud
25. Council
26. Excess flesh
27. Herb
28. Bullets
30. Swirl
32. Prisoner of war
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Henry Ford

© Feature Exchange

© Feature Exchange
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Lamar tops
Grammy
nominations
eurweb.com
Kendrick Lamar was nominated for 11 Grammy Awards
this morning, leading the list of
nominees for the 58th annual
ceremony to take place Feb. 15,
2016 on CBS.
Taylor Swift and The Weeknd
each earned seven nominations.
Drake scored five nominations.
Lamar, Swift and The Weeknd
will face off in the category
of album of the year, going up
against Alabama Shakes and
Chris Stapleton.
Swift’s “Blank Space” is
also up for record of the year,
as is The Weeknd’s “Can’t
Feel My Face.” They’re up
against D’Angelo and the Vanguard’s “Really Love;” “Uptown Funk,” from Mark Ronson featuring Bruno Mars; and
Ed Sheeran’s “Thinking Out
Loud.”
Lamar and Swift will also
vie for the song of the year
Grammy, with Lamar’s “Alright” going up against Swift’s
“Blank Space.” Other nominees
in the category, which awards
the songwriter, are Little Big
Town’s “Girl Crush,” Wiz
Khalifa and Charlie Puth’s
“See You Again” and Sheeran’s
“Thinking Out Loud.”
The Weeknd’s “Earned It” is
up for best R&B performance,
best R&B song and best song
written for visual media. Meanwhile, Dr. Dre’s Straight Outta Compton-inspired release
“Compton” is up for best rap
album.
The best new artist nominees
are Courtney Barnett, James

Kendrick Lamar performs on day
two of the New Look Wireless
Festival at Finsbury Park on July
4, 2015 in London, England.
Bay, Sam Hunt, Tori Kelly and
Meghan Trainor.
Wiz Khalifa and Charlie
Puth’s “Furious 7” soundtrack
hit “See You Again” scored
three nominations, including
ones for song of the year, best
pop duo/group performance
and best song written for visual
media.
Amy Poehler is up for best
spoken word album for the audio book of Yes Please. Other
nominees in that category are
Patti Smith (Blood On Snow),
Dick Cavett (Brief Encounters),
Jimmy Carter (A Full Life) and
Janis Ian & Jean Smart (Patience and Sarah). In the category of best comedy album,
Louis C.K.’s Live at Madison
Square Garden is up against
Lisa Lampanelli’s Back to the
Drawing Board, Wyatt Cenac’s
Brooklyn, Jay Mohr’s Happy.
And A Lot. and Craig Ferguson’s Just Being Honest.
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‘Z Nation’s’ Smith reflects on
Black Panther youth experience
eurweb.com
It was previously announced
that Syfy picked up a third season of scripted drama series “Z
Nation” for premiere in 2016.
The zombie series averages
1.5 million views per episode
and ranks as Syfy’s most active original series in total social
engagements, according to the
network.
The series takes place three
years after a zombie virus wipes
out most of humanity, with the
exception of a fearless team of
strangers who are tasked with
transporting the only known
survivor of the plague to California, where exists the last
functioning viral lab. EUR recently chatted with “Z Nation”
star Kellita Smith about her latest performance in Carl Weber’s
mystery thriller, “The Man in
3B,” and she spoke briefly about
her “Z Nation” role.
“When I got the opportunity
to audition for (“Z Nation), I
wasn’t sure what it was about
initially cause they only gave
me so much material, and the
material responded to me because of the writing and the
heartfelt words that were able
to come out of my mouth,” she
explained. “That really stimulated me more so cause I didn’t
know it was so action packed
until I got there. Luckily for me
and for them, I would dabble in
martial arts and fencing in those
downtimes as an actor. I had
dabbled in Tae Kwon Do, a little
bit of Judo and Cantonese style
fighting ever since 1999, and
so it kind went hand and hand
for this, but the beautiful thing
about being able to play this part
is I get the drama and I get the

Kellita Smith in Z Nation (2014) – via IMDB
action and there is the comedy.
It’s like all three in one show.”
Smith’s career in Hollywood
spans over two decades in both
film and TV. In addition to “Z
Nation,” the award-winning actress/comedian also plays First
Lady Katherine Johnson in the
nationally syndicated television
show “The First Family.” She
is best known for her breakout
role as Wanda Mac on the hit
Fox comedy series “The Bernie
Mac Show.”
Most surprising about her life
is when she was a child, Smith
attended a school founded by
the Black Panther Party, where
she interviewed Panther cofounder Huey P. Newton.
Kellita was delighted when
we mentioned our surprise discovery of the clip, “Isn’t that

cool,” she remarked, going on
to explain how the experience
helped shape the woman she is
today.
“In the documentary I was 8,
by the time I graduated from the
Oakland Community Learning
Center, I was 11. By the time I
graduated, I absolutely understood how profound this institution was for me and all the other
children that went there. A majority of the things that went on
with Huey P. Newton or Bobby
Seale, and Elaine Brown and Ericka Huggins, we were privy to
it, because what the wonderful
thing about the school’s mission
was to breed within us our accountability, our responsibility
and our lovability for us as black
people.”
She continued:

“Absolutely it was one of the
biggest broad strokes in shaping
me as a person and as a woman, and as an African American
solider because the truth of the
matter is, that we all belong and
we all shift, and it’s not about
being aggressive about my presence. It’s about me loving the
fact that my presence belongs
and never waver about that. It
also ties into where we are in
television, having a few networks that are willing to take
a chance on African American
women leading their show, because it’s time. It’s enough to
know that you belong and allow
your presence to reign. Because
man means for one thing and
God means for another and we
all are God’s children, no matter
what color you are.”

Tyrese, Rev. Run’s show
to debut in January

eurweb.com

OWN’S new primetime series
“It’s Not You, It’s Men” featuring singer-actor Tyrese Gibson
and hip-hop legend Rev Run
premieres Jan. 23, 2016 the network announced Monday.
Friends for over seven years,
the duo will share their insight
on everything from men and
love to relationships and marriage:
Tyrese is a single father in
search of his dream woman, and
Rev. Run has been happily married for more than 20 years and
is a father of six. Their ideas and
opinions on love and commitment often clash, demonstrating
the unique chemistry the longtime friends share, and resulting
in passionate conversation and
humorous banter.
Each week, the series will
feature celebrity guests offering

Tyrese Gibson and Rev. Run will
share their opinions on love in
the new series.
unique points of view on topics such as monogamy, modern
romance, sex, marriage and dating.
Featured celebrity guests include international film star Vin
Diesel (“Fast and the Furious”),

Rev. Run’s wife and reality star
Justine Simmons, recording
artist Jordin Sparks, comedian
Marlon Wayans (“Scary Movie”
and the upcoming “Fifty Shades
of Black”), spiritual life coach
and award-winning host Iyanla
Vanzant (“Iyanla: Fix My Life”),
comedienne and talk show host
Loni Love (“The Real”) and
comedienne Jessimae Peluso
(“Girl Code”).
Additionally, the series will
feature relationship experts to
offer guidance and understanding as it relates to the weekly
show topics. Experts include
Tracy McMillian, author of the
popular Huffington Post article
“Why You’re Not Married,”
Sean Rad, Creator and CEO of
Tinder, and Dr. Helen Fischer, a
biological anthropologist with a
background in human sex, love,
marriage and gender differences.

Ross set to take a voyage
with Tom Joyner Foundation

eurweb.com

She’s comin ‘ out!
The Tom Joyner Foundation
will have a legendary passenger
on board for its 2016 Fantastic
Voyage.
A press release reveals that
Diana Ross will be a featured
headliner for a special “Evening
Under the Stars with Diana Ross”
on the Ford-sponsored event. The
Voyage is set to take place on the
Carnival Breeze, which will depart from Miami on April 23,
2016.
Ross joins an already starstudded eight-day event, which
will include performances from

Charlie Wilson, Patti LaBelle,
New Edition and Jazmine Sullivan as well as guest activities,
empowering seminars, theme
nights, and day parties with visits to St Thomas, St. Maarten and
Grand Turk.
Hosted by famed radio personality and philanthropist Tom
Joyner, the Tom Joyner Foundation Fantastic Voyage first set sail
17 years ago as a way to support
and raise money for students
at Historically Black Colleges
and Universities. It is noted for
being the longest standing music themed and empowerment
cruise.

Other entertainers set for the
Voyage include: Johnny Gill, Angie Stone, Jazmine Sullivan, Faith
Evans, Total, 112, Carl Thomas,
The Bar-Kays, Con Funk Shun,
Switch, Brick, Steve Arrington,
Tony Terry, Glenn Jones, Michael Cooper, Jon B, Case, Christopher Williams, Bone Thugs-nHarmony, DJ Quick, Rakim, Big
Daddy Kane, Rob Base, Black
Sheep, Dana Dane, Kwame, DJ
Kool, Joeski Love, Positive K,
Mr. Cheeks, Whodini, Harold
Melvin’s Blue Notes, Eddie Holman, Blue Magic featuring Ted
Mills and Russell Thomkins Jr.
& The New Stylistics.
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piggly wiggly
December 9 - 15, 2015

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
3 LBS. OR MORE

FRESH

GROUND
BEEF
$ 19

FRESH FRYER

SIRLOIN
PORK CHOPS
$ 00

2

LEG
QUARTERS
$ 99

1

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

3

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

SAVINGS ON

10 LB. BAG

FRESH

T-BONE
STEAK

PORK
RIBLETS

FRYER
WINGS

$ 29

$ 99

$ 99

COOK'S

SOUTHFRESH FARMS ALABAMA

USDA CHOICE BEEF BONELESS

7

9

PER LB.

SHANK PORTION
SMOKED HAM

1

$

2

PER LB.

99

$ 99
ASSORTED

SELECT

2

12.1 - 18.7 OZ.

1

$ 00

16.3 - 17.3 OZ.
SAVE ON

DEAN'
S
DIP
.....................................
16 OZ. .

1

15.25 - 16.25 OZ.

$ 00

SWEET MICHIGAN, GALA
OR RED DELICIOUS

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SHREDDED
$ 79
CHEESE
.......................................

16 - 20 OZ.

ORE IDA FROZEN

2

POTATOES

4 LB. BAG

4

$ 99

5 LB. BAG

$ 99
CRISP GREEN

CABBAGE

39

¢

59 OZ.

CHUB.................................
CORN

ORANGES

POUND

1

/5
$ 00
1
$ 99
4

2$
JUICE
.....................................
MC KENZIE'S

FLORIDA BAGGED TANGELOS OR

APPLES

MUSHROOMS

1
2$
/3

MINUTE MAID

FRESH PRODUCE

$ 69

GRANDS
$ 79
BISCUITS
.............................

8 OZ.

10 OZ.

FRESH WHOLE

PILLSBURY

KELLOGG'S CEREAL BETTY CROCKER
CAKE MIX ORANGE
$ 99

ROTEL
TOMATOES

1

SIRLOIN TIP
ROAST

19

$ 39

4 LB. BOX

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

CATFISH
FILLETS

PER LB.

8 OZ.

1

10 LB. BOX

SAVE ON

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

SHREDDED / DICED HASHBROWN,
CRINKLE CUT, TATER TOTS, 5 LB. BAG ....
MARY B'S FROZEN

FRESH BAKING

POTATOES

39
POUND

¢

BISCUITS OR
YEAST..................................
ROLLS 2 $
15 - 35 OZ.

/5

MARY B'S

OPEN KETTLE
2$
DUMPLINGS
......................................
24 OZ.

/5

