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MBK focused on HIV testing
reaching “all populations”
Group hosts free HIV testing at multiple sites Nov 30 – Dec 1

By Reggie S. Davis
Communications Manager MBK

Public conversations about
the human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) can be a mixture of
sound knowledge and divisive
rhetoric. However, with the
evolution of newer, more efficient strategies being implemented by public health policymakers aimed at reducing
the prevalence of HIV infection in vulnerable populations,
organizations like MBK are
uniquely positioned to address
the stigmas associated with the
virus and the people who live
with it through their community-based testing approach.
From November 30 and
leading up to World AIDS Day
(Dec 1) My Brother’s Keeper,
Incorporated Center for Community-Based Programs will
provide free HIV testing at several sites locally, giving participants the opportunity to know
their status and gain valuable
information to help reduce the
transmission of HIV.
Gerald Gibson, Community
Outreach and testing manager
for MBK, believes that in order
to begin erasing stigma agencies “must encompass testing”
and become “culturally component” of the populations most
at-risk of contracting HIV.
“We are trying to reach all
populations,” said Gibson.
“Any kind of needs [people
living with HIV] have – from
a community-based stand point
– once they receive post-coun-

(L-R) Gerald Gibson, outreach and testing manager and a former AmeriCorps intern offer HIV testing.
seling they will be connected
to any needs they have. And,
from there they are linked to
the clinic. That’s for persons
who are negative or positive.”
In 2010, the CDC reported
that the Mississippi incidence
of HIV infection is six times
higher in African Americans

than in whites, and revealed
that the state ranked no. 3 nationally for having the most reported cases of HIV.
However, shared misinformation between unknowledgeable residents can interfere
with outreach initiatives in the
community, leading to harm-

ful stigmas, which can prevent
at-risk sexually active men and
women from seeking treatment.
According to WorldAIDSDay.org, the mission is to bolster “worldwide” unity in the
fight against HIV. For 2016,
the theme HIV STIGMA: Not

Retro, Just Wrong, highlights
the harmful attitudes shared by
misinformed persons worldwide, and the impact stigmatization has on the lives of people living with HIV.
“[HIV] is dismantling the
African-American community,
especially gay and bisexual
men,” said Gibson. “And, this
is not to leave out women and
youths of color – HIV is a disease of opportunity, not sexual
orientation.”
MBK hosted testing opportunities at Tougaloo College,
twice on Nov. 30 and partnered
with Delta Sigma Theta, Sorority Incorporated and Holmes
Community College in Ridgeland, to conduct free testing
and a panel discussion.
Beyond the efforts by MBK,
Inc. which are devoted to decelerating the rate at which new
HIV infections occur among
Mississippi’s population of
MSM (men who have sex with
men), Charlotte Norwood, patient navigator for MBK, Inc.
notes a need for more frequent
testing of black women who
are tested for HIV or who receive support services.
“The reality is women are
still getting infected from loving someone who is HIV positive and does not know [their
status],” said Norwood. “PrEP
is being pushed for women as
well because they are at a very
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Hinds County
voters deliver
change in
election runoff
What a difference
three weeks make
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

Voters in Hinds County
braved the stormy weather Nov.
29 as they returned to the polls
to make the final decision as to
whom will serve on the Board of
Election Commissioners for the
next four years.
What is usually
a very low-key
and often overlooked race, this
year proved differently for election
commissioners as Reed
more voters were
engaged and made
aware of the duties
and responsibilities of the job.
When
voters
initially cast their
Johnson
ballots earlier this
month in Hinds
County Districts
1, 2 and 5, no candidate received 50
percent plus one
of the votes, thus
requiring a run- Little
off.
In District 1, three weeks
ago (Nov. 8), voters suggested
they wanted change. In a threeperson race, political newcomer
Evelyn Reed received 7,866
votes or 43.37 percent, incumbent James Reed received 6,032
votes or 33.26 percent, while
community activist Ineva May
Pittman received 4,015 votes or
22.14 percent.
Tuesday, with a very low-
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Secrecy surrounding review of A village approach to ending
MAEP formula is worrisome HIV stigma in Mississippi
By Nancy Loome
President, The Parents’ Campaign

Inside

In mid-October,
House
Speaker
Philip Gunn and
Lieutenant
Governor Tate Reeves
announced that they were undertaking a review and possible rewrite of the school funding formula, the Mississippi Adequate
Education Program. Through a
no-bid contract, they hired EdBuild, a young firm with little
experience, to examine the current law and recommend changes.
When news outlet Mississippi
Today requested a copy of the
EdBuild contract, the legislative leadership refused to make
it public, only to reverse its decision and comply with the re-
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quest after an Attorney General
opinion found them in violation
of the Mississippi Accountability and Transparency Act.
Gunn and Reeves promised
recommendations from EdBuild
within two short months, both
interrupted by holidays, and indicated changes will be made in
the 2017 Legislative Session.
When the MAEP was crafted,
the authors took years to formulate the model, rewriting it
again and again to accommodate
meaningful input they received
through numerous public hearings across Mississippi.
The one public hearing to
date on this new rewrite was
held with only three days’ notice, in Jackson, during the work
day – preventing most parents
and teachers from attending.
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The meeting was halted after
72 minutes, and many who had
rearranged their schedules to be
there were not allowed to speak.
No other public meetings have
been announced.
School funding could “follow
the child” to private academies.
It’s hard to predict what
changes to our school funding
formula EdBuild might recommend.
The firm’s web site promotes
school funding formulas that are
“student centered” and structured in a way that makes it
easier for school funding to “follow the child.” Many suspect
that this is a dangerous move toward privatization in the form of
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repeat history?
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By Mauda Monger
MS AIDS Education Training Ctr.
Today, we celebrate globally the
28th annual World
AIDS Day. More
than 35 million
people have died of AIDS, and
28 years ago it was designated
that a day should be set aside
to celebrate and commemorate
lives lost to one of the most
tragic diseases ever to attack
globally. But yet 30-something
years later into the epidemic,
still no cure is on the horizon.
One may look at this in a
way as grime and hopeless,
however after 12 plus years in
this field my view is just the
opposite.
In 2010, President Barack
Obama designated the United

States’ first HIV/AIDS strategy which holds the idea that
we should here in the United
States have a platform that addresses stigma, prevention and
treatment. With the idea that if
we address stigma as a major
part of the disease, we can in
turn prevent the transmission
through treatment and early
detection. Nationally this gave
us a formula that begin with
prevention and ends with viral
suppression.
For the state of Mississippi,
this formula has made some
impact, but not nearly enough.
As of the 2014 data, we have
had a 14 percent increase in
HIV cases, and Jackson consistently ranks in the top 5 of
U.S. cities with increased HIV
case rates. In 2014, youth aged

13 to 24 accounted for an estimated 22 percent of all new
HIV diagnoses in the United
States, that’s 1 in 5 new HIV
diagnosis.
According to the CDC, 58
percent of Mississippi students
note they have had sex at least
once by the 12th grade, resulting in the second-highest teen
pregnancy rate in the nation.
Mississippi has the 2nd highest rates of both chlamydia and
gonorrhea in the nation and is
among the highest HIV diagnosis rates of HIV for black
men 13-24 years of age.
As director of the Mississippi AIDS Education Training
Center, my goal is to improve
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Reflections on the life of Evelyn Coleman
July 24, 1931 - November 22, 2016

Coleman

Morning Star Baptist Church was
the venue for the homegoing celebration of Evelyn Coleman, Nov.
28, 2016 at 10 a.m. Morning Star
Pastor John Johnson Jr. offered the
eulogy.
It was obvious by the comments
made by family and friends that
Coleman was a devoted wife, mother, friend, neighbor, employer and
church member. Those who offered
expressions spoke of her kindness
and humble spirit, which she exemplified in her daily life. Each also
spoke of her deep love for William
Coleman, her husband as well as
how proud she was of her children
and other family members.
Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2016, at the
University of Mississippi Medical

Center, a devoted wife, sweet mother, loving sister, aunt, friend and
neighbor was called home.
Coleman was born to Lola Tillis
and Wade Bibbs on July 24, 1931 in
Florence, Miss. She was the oldest
of two children born to this union.
She was preceded in death by her
parents.
She accepted Christ at an early
age. She joined Morning Star Baptist Church under the leadership of
Reverend C. F. Jordan.
Coleman attended Mary C. Jones/
Lanier High School in Jackson. For
a number of years she worked on
various jobs including employment
for the family of Governor and Mrs.
William F. Winters.
For over three decades, Coleman

was employed by the McRae Family
and through that employment grew
strong ties of mutual affection and
devotion.
Coleman was united in holy matrimony to William A. Coleman Sr. on
December 12, 1948. To this union
seven children were born. In addition to her parents, she is preceded
in death by a daughter, Priscilla
Coleman-Cheeks.
Coleman leaves to cherish her
memories: a loving husband, William A. Coleman Sr.; six children,
Virdis Powell, Jackson, Miss., Linda
Coleman-Woods, Houston, Texas,
William A. Coleman Jr., (Dorothy),
Pascagoula, Miss., Shellie Michael
(Calvin), Jackson, Miss., Pamela
Gable (Tracy), Houston, Texas and

Melvin Coleman, Jackson, Miss.
Her memories will forever be
cherished by her sister, Lorene Johnson; eight grandchildren; seven great
grandchildren and a host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, and loyal friends.
She is also mourned by Nora
Frances and Vaughan McRae and
children, Douglas, Selby, Alexander
and Cameron McRae.
Her beautiful spirit and warmth
will long be remembered. She will
always remain in the hearts and
minds of her family and friends.
“Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. She
is a tree of life to them that lay hold
upon her; and happy is every one
that retaineth her.” – Proverbs 3:1718

Reflections on the life of Derrick Truss Sr.
September 3, 1958 - November 25, 2016

Truss

Derrick Tyrone Truss Sr. was born
September 3, 1958 to Norma and
John Wesley Truss in Jackson, Miss.
He was the eldest of four children.
As a boy, youth and young man,
Truss excelled at what he did. He
played several sports, attained Eagle
Rank, order of the Arrow in Boy
Scouts and achieved high academic
honors.
Most importantly, at the age of 19,
he decided to follow Jesus and serve
Him with his life.
He married the love of his life,

Maxine (Etheredge) Truss March 8,
1980. She and their children, Crystal
and Derrick Jr. survive. They loved
one another tremendously.
Also surviving are his mother,
Norma; brother, Charles; sister,
Charlotte; brother, Jeffery; nieces,
nephews and a host of other relatives and friends. He was preceded
in death by his father, John.
Truss was called to ministry in
1984. He faithfully enjoyed serving God in various ways including working with children’s church

ministries, youth ministries, teaching the Bible, serving as associate
pastor, volunteering at the nursing
home, and serving as a Mississippi
state minister for the Church of God
(Anderson, IN).
During this season in his life, he
volunteered at John Hopkins Elementary School. Most recently
he worked at Oakley Youth Development Center where he became
known as “Papa Truss.”
He worked for the United States
Postal Service for 31 years before

experiencing health problems.
Friday morning, Nov. 25, 2016,
he got to meet Jesus face to face.
A funeral service for Truss will
be at 11 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 3 at
Central Community Church of God,
2305 St. Charles Ave., Jackson,
Miss. Bro. Sandford Knott will officiate.
Visitation will be held Thursday,
Dec. 1, from 5 to 8 p.m. at Jackson
Memorial Funeral Service, 1000 W.
Woodrow Wilson Ave., Jackson,
MS 39213
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high risk.”
PrEP, an acronym from PreExposure Prophylaxis, is the use
of prescription drugs as a strategy
for the prevention of HIV/AIDS
by people who do not have HIV/
AIDS.
MBK’s Open Arms Healthcare
Clinic in Jackson, Miss. is one of
the state’s only locations to provide PrEP services.
Outside of the Jackson Metro
area, MBK’s South offices in Biloxi also provided free testing to
Gulfcoast residents.
Joseph Lindsey, South Mississippi program manager for Community Based Programs, says there
is increasing need for more testing
if the organization hopes to continue raising awareness amongst the
population of black MSM.
“Last year, we held a program
with a candle light vigil; this year,
we wanted to focus on testing and
making people aware that forums
exist,” said Lindsey. “Our numbers
down here are up.”
Lindsey is referring to the ‘numbers’ of newly diagnosed cases

of persons infected with HIV in a
particular district as determined by
the CDC. The Gulfcoast is a part of
district no. 9.
“Normally with high rates of
sexually transmitted diseases, it is
easier to transmit the HIV virus.
We are trying to ensure we are on
target to keep people aware of their
status.”
MBK South will be sponsoring
free testing all-day on World AIDS
Day at 1221 Bridge St., Gulfport,
Miss. All participants will receive
a free ‘Swag Bag’ which includes
premium condoms, water-based
lubricants and a resource card.
Here is a listing of locations,
dates and times for testing:
12/1 Holmes Community College (Ridgeland) 12:30 p.m. - 2
p.m.
12/1 Hinds Community College
(Utica) 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
12/1 New Dimensions Ministry
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
For more information about
MBK’s services or to find free, confidential testing centers visit www.
mbkinc.org or call 601-898-0000.
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voter turnout, voters decided that
incumbent James Reed should be
given another opportunity to serve.
James received 818 votes or 63.31
percent while Evelyn received 470
votes or 36.38. What a difference
three weeks make.
In District 2, the first round of
votes (Nov. 8) indicated that voters
wanted Bobbie Graves to return to
the seat she once held. Facing two
opponents, Graves received 9,078
or 49.50 percent, political newcomer Toni Johnson received 5,323
votes or 29.02 percent while Jackson city-employee Artis Johnson
received 3,759 or 20.50 percent of
the votes. Tuesday, voters delivered
change. Graves received 660 votes
or 39.54 percent while Johnson
received 1,001 votes or 59.98 percent. What a difference three weeks
make.
In District 5, incumbent Lelia
Gaston Rhodes decided not to seek
reelection which guaranteed a new
face would represent the district.
Four candidates emerged and went
on a quest to sway voters in their
direction. Voters were almost evenly split for the top two candidates.

Ella Beecham-Green received
3,127 votes or 21.22 percent, Ebony Cooper received 4,966 votes
or 33.70 percent, Ronnie Lattimore
received 2,148 votes or 14.58 percent and Connie Little received
4,344 votes or 29.38 percent. Tuesday, less than 1,000 voters returned
to the polls to cast ballots and delivered 326 votes or 35.94 percent
for Cooper and 578 votes or 63.73
percent for Little. What a difference three weeks make.
Zach Wallace, Hinds County Circuit Clerk said, “the runoff races
boiled down to “which candidate
could reenergize enough of their
base support to return to the polls
and cast ballots…the results were
pretty amazing.”
Runoffs generally receive a lackluster turn out and when you couple that with inclimate weather and
poor voter engagement, the numbers are even lower.
There are 93,636 voters registered in these three districts, only
3,876 voters returned to the polls
for the runoff races.
What a difference three weeks
made!

the quality of life for persons
living with HIV/AIDS through
the provision of high-quality,
professional education and
provider training. My team
and I work diligently in both
the community and clinical
settings to bring awareness to
the importance of routine HIV
screening, HIV pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) and the
importance of treatment.
We, on a daily basis, combat the idea that persons who
are at risk for HIV or infected
with HIV should not be treated
any differently, as this disease
has no preference of person.
Everyone is at risk. With being said, there are populations
that are at higher risk than others: African Americans, young
people, especially young black
men who have sex with men
and persons who live in high
prevalence areas.
Living in the Jackson area,
places one at risk, as a result of
the high rates of HIV.
Even with that news, my
outlook remains positive, because options are available.
We have medication, that will
prevent HIV PrEP when taken
correctly can reduce the transmission of HIV, by more than
90 percent.
Secondly, treatment is prevention. Persons who are
positive and in treatment, taking their medications as prescribed, can reduce the spread
of HIV by more the 90 percent
to their uninfected partners.
The combination of both PrEP
and treatment as prevention
can eradicate this disease in
Mississippi.
Our barrier is stigma. We
have to reach beyond our
prejudices and stereotypes and
see people for the human beings that they are. Take your
healthcare in your own hands,
get tested each year as part of
your wellness exams and ensure that you are negative, and
if not, get into care early.
We can eliminate HIV in
Mississippi, but it will take a
village.
Mauda Monger is the director of the Mississippi AIDS
Training Center in Jackson,
Miss.
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vouchers – taking tax dollars away
from public schools and sending
them to private academies and forprofit charters.
No way to measure Legislature’s funding efforts.
Some fear that the new “formula”
won’t be much of a formula at all
but will, instead, leave the amount
of the base student cost to the Legislature to determine. Taxpayers
deserve to have a measuring stick
that shows how well our legislators
are upholding their duty to provide
adequate funding for our children’s
education. With the MAEP, we
have an objective formula that allows us to measure legislators’ effort against their obligation.
Mississippi already has a plan,
what’s missing is full funding.
The truth is that the MAEP already accomplishes what EdBuild
appears to advocate. When funded
fully, the MAEP ensures equity, regardless of a community’s wealth;
it starts with a base cost and adds
funding for additional student
needs; and, when followed, the
MAEP is neither arbitrary nor antiquated – it is designed specifi-

cally to evolve over time to keep
pace with inflation and with new
demands placed on schools. And so
public education advocates wonder
why a rewrite is needed.
Representatives of EdBuild
question whether student funding
is fair from one part of a state to the
next. The truth is that there is not a
single public school student in Mississippi who is receiving fair funding. Even schools with a strong
local tax base struggle to make up
for what the Legislature refuses to
provide.
Mississippi parents are tired of
excuses and empty promises from
our Legislature. Hundreds of thousands of us have signed petitions;
we have marched on the Capitol; we have called, written and
met with our legislators countless
times, and still they ignore our call
to adequately fund our children’s
schools. Yet they want us to trust
their secret, rushed attempt at a
funding formula rewrite.
A good faith effort to review
the school funding formula will
be transparent and exhaustive and
will include meaningful public par-

ticipation. Any changes proposed
without a thorough public vetting
should be rejected.
What are we doing for our
most vulnerable children?
I often awake in the middle of the
night worried about the children
who have no one at home who can
help them with their homework, or
those who arrive at school hungry
and sleepy and unable to concentrate because of circumstances they
cannot control.
The only real hope these children have for a promising future
rests with our public schools. A
voucher scheme that allows private
academies to pick and choose who
gets to be educated will never serve
these children. Public funds are for
public schools.
If we are in any way a decent
people, we will make sure that our
public schools are well equipped to
provide all children what they need.
Nancy Loome is president of The
Parents’ Campaign Research and
Education Fund, a Mississippibased nonprofit that tracks, analyzes, and promotes best practices in
pre-k through grade 12 education.
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MS CARE Conference
honors male caregivers
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Community Links, Inc,
hosted its the 2nd Annual MS
CARE conference on Nov. 3,
at the Mississippi E-Center@
Jackson State University.
Taking Care to Give Care
was the theme of this year’s
conference. The purpose of the
conference was to recognize
and reflect on the importance
of caregiving; promoting a
healthy mind, body, and spirit.
Speakers from a variety of
backgrounds shared their expertise and experiences relating to the need for respite care
across a lifespan.
The awards luncheon keynote speaker was Ron Mumbower, Ph.D. LMHT. Mumbower focused on the growing
importance of family caregiving from a male caregiver’s
perspective, why respite care
is so crucial and how to best
advocate for caregivers in Mississippi.
The free conference included
a luncheon, caregivers’ panel
and an opportunity to learn
and network from caregivers
and professionals in the field.
Social Work CEUs were also
available.
Workshop topics included:
Caring for the Cargiver/Reducing Stress for Caregivers, Now
what? Legal and Financial
Answers for Caregivers, Why
Respite for Children and their
families and Trauma Informed
Care for Caregivers.
Male caregivers recognized
during the awards luncheon
were Leon Campbell, Michael
Holloway, Nicholas Moore,

Male caregivers honored at the conference luncheon were: Nicholas
Moore, Robert Powell, Leon Campbell, Michael Holloway, and Ron Mumbower. Each of these gentlemen are currently or have served as caregivers for family members.

The MS Care Respite Conference planning committee members pictured
are Ashley Parker, Marilyn Reed, Cynthia Moore, Kira Johnson, Chante
Pillars and Ron Mumbower.
Ron Mumbower and Robert
Powell. They were also recognized as Heroes In The Community.
Community Links, Inc. is
a nonprofit organization established in 2013. Since it’s
inception it has maintained a
non-negotiable
commitment
to doing what is best for children, youth and their families.
The organization creates and
develops programs/services for
children/youth and families and
those who support them.

With respect for health emotional, social and intellectual
development, they are dedicated to providing the information, support, and connections
that families need to survive.
MS CARE Conference sponsors were Community Links,
AARP-Mississippi,
Jackson
State University, School of
Social Work, Compassionate
Hearts Social Services Agency,
and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., Rho Lambda Omega
Chapter.
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Continental makes $25,000
donation to MS Children’s Hospital
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Continental Tire has donated
$25,000 to The Campaign for
Children’s Hospital. Continental’s Executive Vice President
Paul Williams presented the
check to the University of Mississippi Medical Center’s Major
Gifts officer Thorne Butler at
the groundbreaking for the company’s $1.4 billion plant near
Clinton.
The money will support plans
for expansions and upgrades for
the state’s only pediatric hospital.
Children’s of Mississippi, the
umbrella organization that includes Batson Children’s Hospital, serves all 82 counties in Mississippi and cares for more than
173,000 sick and injured children annually including emergency room and clinic visits as
well as hospital admissions.
This is one of three charitable
contributions that Continental
has made since announcing the

Continental Tire Vice President Paul Williams presents $25,000 check to
Gov. Bryant and University of Mississippi Gifts Officer Thorne Butler.
construction of its new manufacturing facility in Hinds County in February.
Continental develops intelligent technologies for transporting people and their goods. As a
reliable partner, the international
automotive supplier, tire manufacturer and industrial partner
provides sustainable, safe, com-

fortable, individual and affordable solutions.
In 2015, the corporation generated sales of $39.2 billion
with its five divisions: Chassis
& Safety, Interior, Powertrain,
Tires and ContiTech.
Continental currently employs more than 218,000 people
in 55 countries.

Local actress presents one-woman
holiday Christmas production
The Mississippi Link Newswire

What do the lonely do for
Christmas? That’s what Ruby
McAuthur, host of the Ruby McAuthur Television Show, is exploring in her latest episode.
McAuthur is one of the characters that actress Amia Edwards
will portray in “A Ruby Christmas,” a one-woman show about
five different people in various
stages of their lives. The one
night only stage play is scheduled for 6 p.m. December 16 at
Russell C. Davis Planetarium in
downtown Jackson.
The production is a combination of multimedia and stage
performances complete with
live musical performances and
engaging personalities via the
characters created by Edwards.
Not only is she starring in the
production, but she wrote and
is the executive producer of the

McAuthur
play.
“The holidays bring about a
lot of different emotions, expectations and questions...especially
if you are single,” Edwards
shared. “In A Ruby Christmas,
we see four single characters at
different stages in their lives, and

an Oprah inspired talk show host
named Ruby is helping to tell
their stories. All of the characters
are totally relatable because of
their various circumstances.”
A realtor by trade, Edwards
says she was bit by the acting
bug three years ago after being
cast in JLee’s film, “Karma: The
Ultimate Payback.” Since then,
this Clinton, Miss. native has
been featured in several plays
including “Another Chance” and
“Til Death Do Us Part.”
“I hope to inspire and uplift
people through my love of acting and writing. A Ruby Christmas will absolutely leave you
with a deeper connection to the
holidays and the true meaning of
Christmas.”
For additional information,
call 601-675-AMIA (2642) or
email
amiaedwards@gmail.
com.
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Jackson’s Foodies Group feeds homeless
By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer
Stewpot Community Services
turned into a 5-star Restaurant
Sunday, Nov. 20, when members
of the Jackson’s Foodies Group
teamed up with local area businesses and provided a meal fit for
a king.
Feed Jackson/Dining with Dignity, the brainchild of Jackson’s
Foodies Group founder Carlyn
Hicks, fed nearly 250 people of
Jackson’s homeless population.
“We have been working on this
for about six months,” Hicks
said. “It’s something that we
wanted to do as an expression of
love.”
Jackson Foodies Group is
nearly 5,000 members strong and
daily they engage in commentaries on food and their dining experiences in Jackson. “We’ve had a
tremendous impact on local restaurants and the local economy in
metro Jackson, and we wanted to

share what we do everyday with
the less fortunate,” Hicks said.
Hicks enlisted the help of Jackson’s ambassador of restaurants
Jeff Good and the culinary skills
of Chef Nick Wallace, together,
the event came to life. “Once, I
called Nick and Jeff, they bought
into our vision and today we saw
the fruits of our labor,” Hicks said.
Good enlisted the help of his
business partner and an array of
who’s who in the resturant industry including Chefs Dan Blumenthal, Grady Griffin and Mitchell
Moore, together, they provided
a team of expert servers to train
volunteers in an effort to provide
a first class experience. “I firmly
believe that working together really works,” Good shared.
“Today showed the strength
of our community and the spirit
of Jackson. A spirit of love, service, and a commitment to each
other,” Mitchell said.
Wallace created a four-course

meal that included; a sweet potato soup, caesar salad, the guests’
choice of a smoked cornish hen
or braised short ribs and the final course done by Campbell’s
Bakery was an amazing pumpkin
campfire dessert.
Transforming the space used
wasn’t an easy undertaking. “I
knew I wanted our guests to feel
special, Hicks said. “I knew we
wanted them to walk away feeling as if they had been out on the
town.”
Hicks reached out to Eventful,
owned and operated by duo Erik
Kegler and Brennan Hovell, who
also remained to serve as volunteers. Other notable/professional
volunteers that served as waitstaff
included Pat Boland, owner of
CS’s Restaurant; Glenda Barner,
owner of Sugar’s Place Downtown and Kimberly Campbell,
executive director of AARP MS.
The event was sponsored in
part by Nick Wallace Culinary,

US Foods, Sunrise Fresh Produce, Mangia Bene Catering, Sal
and Mookies, Bravo Italian Resturant, Broadstreet Bakery and
Cake, Campbell’s Bakery, AARP
MS, Eventful, Community Coffee, Kroger #484 and Sugar’s
Place Downtown.
“What a great way to kick
off this season of thanksgiving,” Hicks added. “We gave
this event our all, we served our
guests from our hearts, we shared
stories and tears, but in the end
we were the ones being blessed
to be able to share with and learn
from the most vulnerable in our
population. We certainly gained
more than we gave – to see the
looks on our customers’ faces
was soul-stirring. We must always see people for who they
are, not what their circumstances
may have become.”
For more information about
Jackson’s Foodies Group call
Carlyn Hicks at 601.212.0507.

Stewpot Community Services (pictured above), located at 1100 West Capitol Street in Jackson,
was transformed into a 5-Star eating facility for a day for the homeless, Nov. 20.
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Julius Thompson
Affordable Care
Act enrollment fair collection unveiling
in Canton
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Canton Juneteenth
Committee, in conjunction
with the Madison County WIN
Job Center, G.A. Carmichael
Family Health Center, Ambetter for Magnolia Health, Carson Consulting Services and
Hubbard Insurance and Financial Services will host an Affordable Care Act enrollment

fair Saturday, Dec. 10, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Canton
Win Job Center, 152 Watford
Parkway Dr. in Canton, Miss.
Affordable Care Act enrollment counselors and agents
will be on site to answer
questions about the Affordable Care Act and assist participants with enrollment.
Free Health Care screenings

will also be available. Vendors
with health care information
are welcome to participate.
For
more
information
contact Canton Juneteenth
Committee at juneteenthcantonms@gmail.com or Felicia
Jackson-Stewart at (601) 6241084. Vendors may contact
Joy Humes at jhumes@gacfhc.
org.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
On Friday, Dec. 9, at 4 p.m.,
the Margaret Walker Center
will unveil the Julius Thompson Personal Papers and the exhibition “Mississippi Witness:
The Life of Julius Thompson”
in Ayer Hall on the campus of
Jackson State University.
Thompson was professor of
history and director of the Black
Studies program at the University of Missouri at Columbia.
Born in Vicksburg, Miss.,
on July 15, 1946, Thompson
attended elementary and high
school in Natchez, Miss., and
received his BA in history from
Alcorn State University (1969).
He subsequently earned his
MA (1971) and PhD (1973) in
american history at Princeton
University where his adviser
was James M. McPherson.

Beginning with his PhD dissertation on Hiram R. Revels,
Thompson’s writings included
several works related to Mississippi. Besides his work on Revels, published in 1982, other
works included The Black Press
in Mississippi, 1865–1985: A
Directory (1988), The Black
Press in Mississippi, 1865–
1985 (1993) and Percy Greene
and the Jackson Advocate: The
Life and Times of a Radical
Conservative Black Newspaperman, 1897–1977 (1994).

Thompson’s other books related to the African-American
experience in Mississippi were
Black Life in Mississippi: Essays on Political, Social and
Cultural Studies in a Deep
South State (2001) and Lynching in Mississippi: A History,
1865–1965 (2006).
Along with this free reception
at the Margaret Walker Center,
see Michael Stevenson’s exhibit “Civil Rights, Civil Wrongs”
before it closes on Friday, Dec.
2.

Continental encourages Mississippibased companies to register with
Mississippi Development Authority
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Companies interested in working with Continental Tire during
the construction of its new manufacturing facility in Hinds County
are encouraged to register on the
Mississippi Development Authority’s website.
Registrants must provide company information, category of
service, a brief description of
the service it can provide as well
as highlight if the company is
a minority, woman, veteran or
disabled-owned business, a small

business or a Mississippi Disadvantaged Business Enterprise.
Continental will use the submitted information when considering vendors and contractors.
Registration will also provide
prospective vendors and contractors with notifications regarding
Continental Request for Proposal
opportunities, important updates
and timelines.
During the course of the project, Continental plans to award
contracts for the following: design/procurement construction

management for the facility, design/build training facility and
the general contractor for the facility.
Subcontracting opportunities
will be available in the near future.
Registering with the site is not
a guarantee of work, and only
Mississippi-based vendors and
contractors may register. Outof-state vendors and contractors
may not register on this web site.
For more information call Quita Bride at 1-803-412-6185.

Adolescent Sexual Health:
Investing in Lifelong Health and Wellness
WHEN: Thursday, Dec. 1, 8:15 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WHERE: Jackson Convention Center
WHY: Risk factors and social determinants of health impact the sexual health of adolescents, resulting in
an increased risk for early pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases and HIV infection. Experts will offer
strategies for prevention and treatment. In 2014, youth and young adults ages 13-24 accounted for an
estimated 22 percent of all new HIV diagnoses in the United States.
Speakers include Dr. Stephanie Zara, director of the Division of Adolescent and School Health at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, “HIV in Adolescents,” 9:30 a.m.; Dr. Scott Rodgers, professor and
chair of the UMMC Department of Psychiatry and Human Behavior, “Addressing the Mental Health Needs
of Adolescent Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Patients,” 11:15 a.m.; Lynn Barclay, president and
CEO of the American Sexual Health Association, “Advocacy and Prevention Programs to Assist Clinicians
and Allied Health Professionals Caring for Adolescents and Young Adults,” 2:45 p.m.
For additional information: Mauda Monger at (601) 984-5542 or mmonger@umc.edu.

The Mississippi Link

TM

Volume 23 • Number 6
December 1 - 7, 2016

© copyright 2016. All rights reserved.
Publisher.................................................Jackie Hampton
Editor.......................................................Shanderia K. Posey
Online Editor...........................................Lonnie Ross
Religion Editor........................................Daphne Higgins
Graphics..................................................Marcus Johnson
Photographers........................................Kevin Robinson & Jay Johnson
Contributing Writers...............................Stephanie R. Jones
			
Janice K. Neal-Vincent
			
Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Member:

The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly
by The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offices located at 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address is
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us
at: editor@mississippilink.com; Please visit our website
at: www.mississippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax
896-0091, out of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Postage Rate Paid at Jackson, MS.
Deadline: The deadline for submitting items to be considered for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.
Subscriptions are $32 per year; $64 for two years or $96
for three years.
Postmaster:
Send all address changes to The Mississippi Link,
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.
Advertising: For all advertising information,
please call (601) 896-0084.
The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for unsolicited materials and in general does not return them to sender. Manuscripts and photographs submitted for publication
are welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no responsibility
can be taken for sources considered to be authoritative,
because the publication cannot guarantee their accuracy.
Reproduction or use, without permission, of editorial or
graphic content, is prohibited.

Subscribe TODAY

2659 Livingston Road • Jackson MS, 39213
601-896-0084 • www.mississippilink.com

The Mississippi Link
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone
e-Mail

CHECK  1 year		
ONE

$32

1 year
subscription

 2 year

$64

2 year
subscription

 3 year

$96

3 year
subscription

Thank you for your order. Order a subscription for a friend!

STATE
www.mississippilink.com

DECEMBER 1 - 7, 2016

Singer Jeff Bates to attend Dec. 5
Drug Court graduation in Hattiesburg
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Mississippi singer and songwriter Jeff
Bates will be a special guest at the Dec.
5 graduation ceremony for the Twelfth
Circuit Drug Court. The commencement celebration will begin at 4 p.m. at
the Lake Terrace Convention Center in
Hattiesburg.
The ceremony will celebrate the accomplishments of 16 graduates. Twelve
have completed requirements of the Forrest/Perry Counties Adult Drug Court.
Three will graduate from the DUI Court,
and one from the Veterans Court.
Bates, a successful country music artist, regularly uses the spotlight to tell his
story of addiction, arrest, recovery and
redemption. He makes appearances at
churches, schools, and a few Mississippi
drug courts.
Circuit Judge Robert Helfrich and the
Twelfth Circuit Drug Court staff met
him at the August 2014 Mississippi Association of Drug Court Professionals
conference in Natchez.
Bates was abandoned as a baby and
adopted by a childless and poor couple
in Bunker Hill in Marion County. Methamphetamine addition almost killed his
fledgling music career. Like many of the
people who are in Drug Court, he hit
rock bottom in jail after he stole from

Bates
family and friends to support his addiction. He got a second chance. He’s been
clean and sober for 15 years.
Drug courts seek to rehabilitate drugusing offenders through drug treatment
and intense supervision with frequent
court appearances and random drug
testing. Drug courts offer the incentive

of a chance to remain out of jail and be
employed and the sanction of a prison
sentence if participants fail to remain
drug-free and in compliance with all
program requirements.
Mississippi currently has 42 drug
courts. About 3,550 people are enrolled
in drug courts statewide.
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Dear Editor,
It has been a
milestone election year for Mississippi.
In 2011, 62
Hosemann
percent of Mississippians approved a citizeninitiated State Constitutional
Amendment requiring voters to
show photo ID at the polls. This
year, 99.9 percent of voters came
to the polls on Election Day with
acceptable ID.
While many other states remain embroiled in expensive
litigation over voter ID, Mississippi’s law has not been challenged.
The Secretary of State’s Office
consulted a broad cross-section
of key Mississippi and federal
stakeholders in implementing
voter ID. These included the
heads of political parties, Circuit
Clerks, Election Commissioners, attorneys, interest groups,
and the U.S. Department of
Justice. Litigation is expensive.
Our schools need our taxpayer
dollars.
On November 8, the Justice
Department dispatched more
than 500 federal monitors to 28
states. Their purpose included
ensuring there was no prohibited
racial discrimination on Election

T H E

E D I T O R

Day.
None were sent to Mississippi.
Rarely does the Justice Department exclude Mississippi
from its list of states in need
of observance in a Presidential
election.
The credit belongs to Mississippi voters who showed up to
their polling places, displayed
courtesy to their friends and
neighbors, cast their ballots, and
departed to allow others to do
the same. We trusted each other,
and the result was a free and fair
election.
Conducting an election is a
human endeavor. The Secretary
of State’s Office takes every
single problem, no matter how
minor, and every impacted vote,
seriously. Our Agency, Circuit
Clerks, and Election Commissioners are continually searching
for ways to improve the process.
All in all, Election Day in
Mississippi – with voter ID and
without federal monitors – was
a clear success. Governance begins at the ballot box. Mississippi voters turned a page in the
history of our State’s electoral
process on November 8. Each of
you who cast your ballot had a
hand in turning that page.
Delbert Hosemann, Secretary
of State

Sen. Cochran promotes state Teacher indicted for dragging
director to chief of staff
special-needs student
The Mississippi Link Newswire
U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran is
promoting the director of his
Mississippi office to become
his new chief of staff.
Brad White begins the
new position Jan. 1, and will
oversee all of Cochran’s staff
in the state and in Washington.
White will succeed Keith
Heard, who has been chief of
staff the past two years and
is leaving to take a private
job.
White was chairman of

the Mississippi Republican
Party from 2008 to 2011 and
has served on the Republican National Committee.
The Braxton native was
chief of staff for the Mississippi Department of Audit
before going to work for Cochran.
White also previously
worked for the state Transportation Commission, the
state Public Service Commission and the Simpson
County Economic Development Foundation.

By Jeff Amy
Associated Press

White

A former Greenville teacher
has been indicted on a misdemeanor charge of abusing a
vulnerable person.
District Attorney Dewayne
Richardson said Monday that
Linda Winters-Johnson will be
arraigned Dec. 13.
Richardson says he doesn’t
know whether Winters-Johnson
has a lawyer to speak on her behalf.
A widely circulated video
shows Winters-Johnson drag-

ging a special education student
by the hair and then striking the
student with a cup on Sept. 21.
The Greenville school district
fired her, and state officials seek
to revoke her teaching license.
The charge carries a penalty
of up to a year in jail and a fine
of up to $1,000.
Richardson says a grand jury
considered other charges with
higher penalties.
The district suspended Superintendent Leeson Taylor and
board members could discuss
his fate Tuesday.

Winters-Johnson

GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

www.mississippilink.com

8 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

DECEMBER 1 - 7, 2016

Murray appointed interim
superintendent of JPS
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Public Schools
Board of Trustees announced
Freddrick Murray has been appointed interim superintendent
of Jackson Public Schools,
starting November 17. A veteran educator of more than 20
years with an extensive leadership background, Murray most
recently served as chief academic officer of High Schools.
Prior to joining the central
office leadership team in JPS,
Murray served as a building
principal at every level – elementary, middle and high.
With each appointment, he was
able to increase performance at
each school.
Under his leadership, Murrah High School achieved a
placement among the top 500

Murray
schools nationwide on U.S.
News and World Reports List
of Top High Schools in America. The school was recognized
nationally for academics two

of the five years that Murray
was principal.
Murray has completed a
bachelor of science degree in
elementary education, a master
of science degree in educational administration, and a doctor
of philosophy degree in educational leadership and supervision from Jackson State University. He also has completed
Harvard University’s Principals Institute and National Institute for Urban Leaders.
Highlights of his accomplishments as chief academic
officer of High Schools include:
• Developing the Academies
of Jackson initiative in partnership with Alignment Jackson
which led to the formation of
small learning communities

within high schools to better
serve students’ specific needs.
• Leading the implementation of the 1:1 technology
initiative in which over 2,200
ninth grade students received
MacBook Air laptop computers.
• Cultivating major partnerships with The University of
Mississippi Medical Center
and Hope Credit Union to advance college and career ready
programs in JPS high schools.
“I look forward to working
with you and our community to
ensure that our scholars receive
the highest quality education possible,” said Murray “I
strongly believe that we have a
unique opportunity to unite as
a community on behalf of what
matters most, our students.”

Rotary club supports JPS scholars
through dictionary donation
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Rotary Club of Jackson
continued their Dictionary Project with a delivery of dictionaries to students at Marshall Elementary School on Nov. 4.
Every third-grade scholar at
the school received a dictionary to keep and use as their
own personal reference book
throughout their educational
years.
“We are excited to be partnering with Marshall this year to
help educate the kids about dictionaries and about Rotary,” explained Tom Johnson, co-chair
of the Dictionary Project.
New Rotarians Haley Fisackerly and Julia Wise of Entergy

Mississippi joined Johnson to
help distribute dictionaries to
students. The trio led students
in an exercise to help them
learn to use their new encyclopedic dictionaries. The Rotary
Club members posed questions
to the students and taught them
how to find the answers in their
dictionaries.
The Rotary Club of Jackson
also donated student dictionaries valued at $2.50 a piece
to each third grade student
throughout the school district.
Since its inception in 2016,
the organization has donated
10,000 dictionaries to support
the academic achievement of
JPS scholars.

Member Tom Johnson helps Marshall students use the new encyclopedic dictionaries donated by the Rotary Club of Jackson.

www.mississippilink.com

JPS scholars of the week for
November 14-18
The “Scholar of the Week” program highlights great students in Jackson
Public Schools who are achieving great things. Each scholar demonstrates
leadership skills, a positive attitude, exemplary behavior and commitment to
achieving their academic goals.

Elementary
Raivyn Griffin is very creative kindergarten student at Isable Elementary. She loves music so much that she creates her own songs and
loves to sing for her family. She is a girl scout and the reigning Miss
Isable. Raivyn excels academically and loves all subjects. Her future
goals include attending college and becoming a fashion designer.

Middle
Shuntaures Bracey attends Whitten Middle School where he plays his
favorite sport, football. He also plays soccer and tennis for Whitten. He
is a big Cleveland Cavaliers fan. Shuntaures plans to attend Mississippi State University. After college he would like to play professional
football for the New England Patriots.

Bailey APAC teacher uses creativity
in the classroom and beyond
Mississippi Link Newswire
Bailey APAC Middle School
teacher Rose Wright portrayed
Fannie Lou Hamer as part of a
historic re-enactment at the Old
Capitol Museum.
The Mississippi Department
of Archives and History extended the invitation to Wright to
join the cast of the department’s
annual Presents Meets Past production.
The event drew over 300 participants who engaged in the interactive exhibits with the actors
portraying Mississippi historians.

At Bailey, Wright often uses
role play and other creative
methods to help her students
learn social studies skills and
memorize significant historic
events. From mock newscasts
to rap battles, she allows her students to demonstrate their understanding of instructional content
by showcasing their own talents.
“Rose Wright did an amazing
job capturing the spirit of Fannie
Lou Hamer,” said Lauren Miller,
director of the Old Capitol Museum. “We are fortunate to have
such wonderful professionals
who are willing to donate their

time to help us put on these programs.”
Through Present Meets Past
interactive exhibits, audiences
engaged with key figures who
helped shape the history of the
Old Capitol and Mississippi.
This year’s event featured
eight living history performers portraying Mississippi Hall
of Fame members Fannie Lou
Hamer, Laurence Clifton Jones,
Seargent Smith Prentiss, Nellie Nugent Somerville, B.L.C.
Wailes, Muddy Waters, Ellen
Sullivan Woodward and Stark
Young.

JPS Open Doors scholars
compete in 2016
scrabble tournament
JPS Open Doors students participated in the annual JPS Open Doors Scrabble Tournament November 17. Approximately 100 students in grades 4–6 used their spelling and word
knowledge in the daylong competition held at the JSU e-Center. Champions were determined after several rounds of play. Awards were given for first through third place winners
at each grade level.
Scrabble fosters academic growth by helping students learn new words and definitions,
improve their memory and enhance their language and thinking skills. Scrabble also builds
math skills as students calculate their scores. Since each letter in the game has a point
value, and many spaces on the board can either double or triple a word’s value, scholars
get an excellent opportunity to practice addition and multiplication.

Rose Wright as Fannie Lou
Hamer, a civil rights activist
best known for her televised appeal to the Democratic National
Committee in 1964.

High
Provine High School student JaNorris Harmon is a true scholar-athlete. He runs track and plays football for the Provine Rams. The reigning Mr. Provine is also a member of the National Honor Society and
Student Government Association. Outside of school, he loves to fish,
work out and play the drums at church. Harmon plans to become a
civil engineer.

EDUCATION
www.mississippilink.com
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Alcorn State students win
regional voice competition
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University’s
voice studio students stood out
in their latest voice competition.
Four students competed in
the National Association of
Teachers of Singing Regional
Voice Competition Nov. 10
through Nov. 12 at Ouachita
Baptist University in Arkadelphia, Arkansas.
Junior O’Neil Jones, junior
Danielle Watson, sophomore
Erika Wheeler and sophomore
Sonya Faulknor participated
and advanced to the semi-final
round. This year was the first
time that all representatives
from Alcorn advanced to the
semi-final round.
Watson and Jones placed first
and fourth place in the Younger
Student Adult Men and Women
category. With their wins, they
automatically qualify to compete at the national level of the

O’Neil Jones, Erika Wheeler, Sonya Faulknor and Danielle Watson
National Association of Teachers of Singing Voice Competition in July 2017.
The first place award for
Watson proves that the sky’s
the limit for her vocal potential.

She felt proud to represent the
University and her vocal coach
Byron Johnson, assistant professor of music in the Department of Fine Arts.
“The competition was not

only a competition for me, but
an experience,” said Watson.
“Placing first in my category
has shown me how much I have
progressed in my vocal training. The journey has been a
successful one. I am elated and
grateful for the opportunity to
represent my school and vocal
coach at the highest level.”
This year’s competition
marks the third consecutive
year that Jones has snagged one
of the grand prizes. Although
he scored big at the competition, he reveled in the success
of his teammates.
“I am very pleased to have
placed in the finals for a third
year,” said Jones. “I was more
pleased to see that Alcorn had
won first place in the category.
It stands as a reminder to me
of the success that comes as a
result of hard work, dedication
and the expert guidance of our
teacher.”

Alcorn Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite selected
for 2017 Honda Battle of the Bands

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Alcorn State University
Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite marching band is being rewarded for
being one of the top historically black college and university
bands in the nation.
The Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite
will be one of the eight bands
participating in the 2017 Honda
Battle of the Bands Saturday,
Jan. 28, 2017 in the Georgia
Dome in Atlanta at 1:30 p.m.
The Honda Battle of the
Bands was created to celebrate, support and recognize
the excellence of black college marching bands and the
unique academic experience
offered by HBCUs. Honda annually awards approximately
$200,000 in grants to participating marching bands during
the program period.
Alcorn Director of Bands
Renardo Murray is proud of
the band’s invitation, and looks
forward to putting on a show

Alcorn State University Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite March Band
for thousands of spectators.
“It is truly an honor for the
Sounds of Dyn-O-Mite marching band to return to Atlanta
next year and represent the
University on the national level,” said Murray. “Performing

in the 2017 Honda Battle of the
Bands is reflective of what kind
of band the Sounds of Dyn-OMite really is.”
Get tickets at www.ticketmaster.com and http://www.
hondabattleofthebands.com/

tickets.
All ticket inquiries of 10
or more can contact Alexis
Jumper at ajumper@urbansportsgroup.net, David Naves
at dnaves@urbansportsgroup.
net, or call (404) 474-7505.
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Marshall speaks at
Alcorn’s Department of
Social Work Open House

Dorothy Idleburg presents certificate to Isiah Marshall Jr.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University’s
Department of Social Work
opened its doors to students,
faculty and staff interested in
learning more about the program.
The Department held its
Open House event Thursday,
Nov. 17 in Dumas Hall. Students, faculty and staff attended
the event to get a feel for what
the department has to offer. The
program’s presenters discussed
the department’s admission requirements, curriculum, career
and graduate school opportunities and student activities.
Isiah Marshall Jr., associate
dean and professor at Jackson
State University, was the event’s
keynote speaker. Other presenters at the event were Dionna
Evans, Mississippi Department
of Human Services-Child Protection Services, Joey Mitchell, director for Alcorn Career
Services, Wandra Arrington,
assistant director for Alcorn’s
Honors Curriculum Program,
Jessica Delk, program coordinator for the Warren-Yazoo Behavioral Services and Alcorn’s
social work faculty and staff.
In his speech, Marshall focused on the history of social
work and how multiple ethnic
groups made a contribution to
the establishment of the profession. He also encouraged the
students to advance their skills,
run for office in the future and
make a difference for all social
workers.

“Skills and knowledge such
as globalization, technology
and community organizing are
necessary in moving the profession to a new level,” said Marshall. “I encourage the students
to consider running for office in
order to change policies on the
local, state and national level.”
Marshall said taking time to
speak to students about social
work is a key component to the
profession’s progress.
“I think when given the opportunity to share knowledge
about the profession of social
work, you must seize the moment. I feel it’s necessary for
educators to raise the next generation of leaders that will be a
voice for the marginalized and
oppressed. The great part about
it is that it starts on campus, and
it continues in their communities. Then they will have the
power to reach audiences nationally and globally.”
Dorothy Idleburg, chair and
professor in the Department of
Social Work, said that the event
was a good career guide for social work students.
“The message that Dr. Marshall and the other speakers
gave was informative, insightful and focused on preparing
students for excellence and success in their educational and career endeavors,” said Idleburg.
At the end of the event, Idleburg presented Marshall with
a certificate of appreciation for
his longtime commitment to the
field of social work.

Booth graduates from the Brown-Forman Leadership Program
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University alumnus Donovan Booth is making
huge strides in his career as a
market manager.
Booth, who serves as a market manager for Brown-Forman
Corporation in the District of Columbia, graduated from the company’s leadership program Nov.

10. The ceremony was held in
Louisville, Kentucky.
Brown-Forman Corporation
is one of the largest Americanowned companies in the spirits
and wine business. The company manufactures several wellknown brands throughout the
world including Jack Daniel’s,
Early Times, Old Forester and

many more.
During his tenure at the company, Booth’s worked ethic led
to his invitation to the leadership
program.
He looks forward to the rest of
his career at Brown-Forman.
“It’s a humbling feeling to have
been selected for this program
and to be seen as a future leader

at Brown-Forman,” said Booth.
The leadership program gave
Booth the opportunity to do extensive networking with highranking leaders in the company.
“Throughout the process, I
learned a great deal about my
leadership style and career outlook. I also had the chance to
connect with key Brown-Forman

senior leaders in an effort to grow
my network within the company.”
Booth said that he plans to use
his success and newfound knowledge to mentor others.
“I hope to continue my development at the company and use
my experience to help those that I
am blessed to mentor.”
Booth
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Arson attack unifies two
Mississippi churches

Black Christian news Network
Back in the 1960s, the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. observed that Sunday
morning is the most segregated time
of the week in America, a fact that
remains true in many communities
today.
But three weeks after their church
in the Mississippi Delta was mostly
destroyed by arson and someone
spray-painted “Vote Trump” outside,
an African-American congregation
has been welcomed into the church
of its white neighbors.
The bishop of Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church, Clarence Green,
says the generosity of First Baptist
Church of Greenville demonstrates
that “unlimited love” transcends
social barriers. And his host, First
Baptist’s senior pastor James Nichols, says their brothers and sisters in
Christ are welcome to stay as long as
they need a home.
The Hopewell congregation, about
200 strong, is holding services a mile
away at 600-member First Baptist.
The guests are using the chapel, a
space with dark wooden pews and
bright stained-glass windows where
small weddings and funerals are usually held. It’s on the downtown campus of First Baptist, a few steps from
the larger main sanctuary.
Nichols says he offered to have
the Hopewell flock worship with
his members in shared services, but
Green hopes his congregation can
maintain its identity and sense of
community while their home church
is rebuilt.
“They opened their doors to us to

Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church Pastor Clarence Green (L) and First Baptist Pastor James Nichols (R) share a laugh together.
stay as long as we want and do whatever we need there,” Green said.
“What God is doing – it’s not about
race, creed or color…. The God we
serve is neither black nor white, Jew
nor gentile.”
Greenville is bordered on the west
by the Mississippi River and an oxbow lake, while cotton fields, brown
and dormant after the fall harvest,
stretch north, east and south from
the edge of town. Once a bustling
center of commerce, the compact
downtown, with brick streets, is now
dotted by several empty buildings.
About 78 percent of its 32,100 residents are black.
While it’s common to see people of
different racial backgrounds eating
lunch together, local residents say
the congregations at most churches
remain clearly identifiable by race.
An arson investigation continues
with no arrests made in the Nov. 1

burning of Hopewell, whose congregation was founded in 1905 in the
heart of an African-American neighborhood. While some walls survived
the fire, the empty windows are
boarded up and the beige brick structure will likely be razed. Reconstruction could take months.
Nichols said he’s constantly
preaching the Golden Rule – do unto
others as you would have others do
unto you – so it seemed only natural
to open First Baptist’s doors to their
neighbors.
“If it had been our church that
burned, somebody would have
reached out to do the same for us,”
Nichols said.
So, now, two worship services take
place at First Baptist each Sunday.
Because Green is pastor of multiple
churches, the Hopewell services are
held at 8 a.m. on some Sundays, and
11 a.m. on others.

Nichols said some of his members
have been stopping by the Hopewell
service to sing and pray on the way
to or from their own late-morning
services. Nichols said he has heard
“zero negativity” about opening the
church to an African-American congregation.
“That probably would not have
been the case 30 years ago,” Nichols said. “It’s been refreshing to see a
new chapter in our American culture.
It’s not just a Greenville thing.”
Green nodded.
“Forty years ago, it was unheard of
for a black congregation and a white
congregation to worship together,”
Green said. “A wall of hatred is being torn down through the spirit of
love.”
Greenville is in Washington County, a traditional Democratic stronghold in a solidly Republican state.
In the Nov. 8 presidential election,
Republican Donald Trump easily
carried Mississippi, but Democrat
Hillary Clinton received more than
twice the vote of Trump in Washington County – 11,380 for Clinton to
5,244 for Trump.
Green said that as a Christian, he
believes in “ultimate forgiveness.”
On the very night his church burned,
he forgave the perpetrators without
even knowing their names. That said,
he won’t stand in the way if someone is eventually charged and prosecuted.
“I can’t entertain the stuff that was
painted on the building, even though
I know it was from someone else’s
hate,” Green said. “I can’t lower my-

The black church in Trump’s America

Refuge and Resistance
By Dr. Leslie D. Callahan
Black Christian news Network
In the weeks since
November 8, I have
repeatedly recalled the
words from the Appendix to the Narrative
of the Life of Frederick Douglass (1845)
in which he affirms that there is “no
reason, but the most deceitful one, for
calling the religion of this land Christianity.”
Recognizing that a majority of
Christians – mainline Protestant,
Catholic and especially evangelical –
cast their ballots for a president whose
rhetoric, conduct, history and platform
exemplify bigotry undermined any
sense that the faith that they practice
and the God they worship bear any resemblance to mine.
Indeed, the candidate they backed
with a fervor exceeding their excitement about the born-again George
W. Bush, represents not only racism

and sexism, but also a repudiation
of decency and the very values they
have brandished in the faces of both
Democrats and other Republicans for
decades.
As committed as I am to my own
faith as a Christian and as much as I
love Jesus Christ and the gospel, I’ve
had many moments during which I
questioned both publicly and privately
whether any redeeming value could be
found in the American Christian experiment.
If Christians en masse could validate
that guy in 2016, then the bankruptcy
of the American church as a moral and
social institution has been determined.
But then I remembered that my own
ancestors developed both a strategy
and an institution for rejecting the very
hypocrisy I was decrying in American
Christianity: the black church.
While I hold no illusions that the
black church (or even any individual
black churches) represents a progressive social and moral agenda perfectly,

I do believe that a spiritual and theological precedent exists in our tradition that could resource opposition to
the theology that buttresses the white
supremacy and misogyny on display.
And I am comforted in the knowledge
that the vast majority of black Christians said no in the voting booth.
To realize this hopeful opposition,
the black church will have to stand
firm in the tradition of resistance bequeathed to us from the ancestors. At
its most basic level this will require
being much more discerning about
incorporating theological and social
analyses that white evangelicals market to black churches. How detrimental and dangerous for us in the African
American community to get our theology from people and institutions that
were designed and pioneered with our
oppression in mind. We would do well
to remember that the authors and institutions that were on the wrong side of
history when it came to our civil rights
from slavery through Jim Crow were

the ones that produced the religious
right.
Resistance will also require us to
interrogate and renounce our own tendencies to espouse practices of Islamophobia, patriarchy, and homophobia in
our congregations and denominations.
No longer will a generalized “social
justice” agenda suffice. We will have
to make explicit our stand for inclusion and justice through our own internal practices as well as our social and
political alliances.
On election day, my heart despaired
but today I am more determined than
ever as a Christian pastor and an
American citizen to demonstrate that I
am standing firm in the faith, but not
in that faith.
Leslie Dawn Callahan is senior
pastor of the historic 120-year-old St.
Paul’s Baptist Church in Philadelphia,
Penn. She is the church’s first woman
and fifth pastor. A native of Gary, West
Virginia, Leslie earned her Bachelor
of Arts in Religion from Harvard.
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Message from
the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

“Oh no! People will be dropping by throughout the holiday
season and I don’t know if I’m
ready for the company.” That
thought has been expressed
numerous times and especially
during this season of family and friends. The reason for hesitancy of
greeting anticipated and unannounced guests:
There aren’t enough hours in the day to do
all that needs to be done and now you must
entertain too.
It seems that during the holidays, homes
can become very busy with unexpected traffic from friends and relatives stopping by with
season greetings. You may have experienced
a long day or may not always have enough
time to prepare a pristine home to invite them
in to, but should you turn them away?
Many of us can recall an era when homes
were smaller but the residents were plenty.
Generations of family members lived together so there was always someone home.
There was also a time when friends and acquaintances stopped by unannounced, it was a
pleasure to have them over and not a moment
of anxiety.
My, have times have changed.
As I thought about those I’d like to visit
and even those who may visit me, I thought
about Jesus and His disciplines. I rejoiced as
I reflected on the hospitality that was shown
to our King.
Now, I need you to think about it. The definition of hospitality is “the relationship between a host and the friendly and generous reception and entertainment of guests, visitors
and/or strangers.” Think about the travels of
Jesus and his disciples. During their ministry,
they did a considerable amount of travel to
both friendly and not-so-friendly territories,
but they were often greeted with hospitality
although their arrival was not always known.
As those who know the Lord, we should
receive all guests as identified in Titus 1:8
– “but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy and disciplined.” As
guests visit, it is our job to treat them with
love and respect.
Another verse that reminds us to show kindness to our visitors is Hebrews 13:2 – “Do not
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby, some have entertained Angels unawares.”
I truly wish that I could say that everyone
who enters your home is there for good intent. After all, this is almost 2017 and yes,
times are definitely different than the days of
our ancestors but we should not express illwill to anyone that comes by. Remember,
Angels surround us in various forms. As we
turn away our brother(s)/sister(s), we may be
turning away our blessings.
Yes, the holidays are here and yes, there is
a lot to do. For many, there is shopping, cooking, cleaning, but prayerfully, there is keeping
God first – remaining focused on being present in our places of worship. Our presence at
our places of worship helps to remind us how
important it is to greet all of God’s people
with a smile. As we know, Matthew 22:39
reads: “And a second is like it. You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”
For me, when greeting my holiday guests, I
should be as excited to see them as I am when
I open my eyes in the morning. God has given
me one more chance to receive love and if it
rings my doorbell, then I want to welcome it
with open arms.
So, when the doorbell rings, don’t let your
first thought be the cleanliness of your home
or any other thoughts that can turn your pleasant greeting into a negative reaction. Let your
first thought be, “thank you Lord, for the love
of my neighbor who is standing on the other
side of this door.”
Once your guests have made their arrival,
let them know that you are happy to see them
and that you thank God for them sharing the
Master’s love with you.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for
news in and around the state of Mississippi,
wants to serve as your personal messenger to
share your good news and news of your place
of worship and visit.
Remember the verse that I often share with
you – Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of
those who bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim
salvation, who say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
To share your news, contact Daphne M.
Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com,
fax (601) 896-0091 or mail 2659 Livingston
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.
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Preserved: Be thankful for what you lost
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
Is it possible
to be thankful
for what you
lost? I know
it’s Thanksgiving season and
we are focused
on being grateful for the many
blessings we have. However,
in some cases, homes and jobs
have been lost. Hope for some
is fading. It’s hard to be thankful
because of growing fear and uncertainty. How can you be thank-

ful when you feel like you’ve
lost so much?
Philippians 4:11-12 says, “I
am not saying this because I am
in need, for I have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be
in need, and I know what it is to
have plenty. I have learned the
secret of being content in any
and every situation, whether
well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.”
How do you apply that scripture to everyday life, especially
if you are struggling?

I had to re-learn this when I
dealt with an unexpected loss of
something I valued. For a time, I
struggled with coming to terms
with the disappointment of the
loss. Then it hit me one day,
the loss was really God making
room for what he really wanted
me to have. And, less than one
month later, God blessed me
with something better than what
I’d previously complained about
losing.
We complain to God and
wonder why he doesn’t give us
certain things when we pray for

them. Spiritual temper tantrums
might happen when we send up
heart-felt prayers and they are
not answered.
We spend so much time focusing on what we didn’t get that
we miss what God has for us on
the other side of that disappointment, a challenge to trust Him
again. And in trusting him again
comes the opportunity to show
obedience to God’s awesome
sovereignty.
Do we pass the test of being
able to congratulate the person
who got their prayers answered

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
Greater Belmont Baptist Church,
1325 Big Creek Rd., Raymond, will
host a Retirement Dinner for their
pastor, Dr. Nathaniel Bragg, on
December 3, at 4 p.m. To RSVP,
call 601-668-7121 or email jjevans306@comcast.net.

pastor.
Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, 1245
Tunica St., Jackson, will host its
Christmas Fellowship on December 16, at 7 p.m. at the Old Capitol
Inn. Tickets are available by calling the church at 601-969-3511.
For more information visit: www.
Progressive Missionary Baptist mountnebochurch.com. Rev. John
Church, 2323 Powers Ave., Jack- A. Wicks Jr. is the pastor.
son, will host its Men’s Day program on December 4, at 11 a.m. New Hope Baptist Church, 5202
For more information call 601-355- Watkins Dr., Jackson, will observe
2775. Rev. Arthur A. Sutton is the its Annual Christmas Fellowship on
pastor.
December 16, at 6:30 p.m. at the
Jackson Hilton Hotel. For more inCollege Hill Missionary Baptist formation, call 601-366-7002. Dr.
Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jack- Jerry Young is the pastor.
son, will host its annual Christmas
gala on December 10, at 6 p.m. Greater Pearlie Grove MissionTickets may be purchased by call- ary Baptist Church, 1640 County
ing at the church office at 601-355- Line Rd., Jackson, Youth Minis2670. Dr. Michael T. Williams is the try will present “A Celebration of

Christ” on December 17, at 10 a.m.
For more information call 601-3542026 or visit www.gpgmbc.org. Dr.
Stephen F. Mason is the pastor.
New Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old
Canton Rd., Jackson, will present
their annual Christmas production,
“A King Has Come!” on December
18. The doors for this event, which
promises to be an astounding musical and visual display depicting
the story of the birth of Christ, will
open at 6 p.m. and the event begins at 7 p.m. This free event, filled
with energetic dance scenes, dramatic imagery, and phenomenal
singing, will have you uplifted, on
your feet, singing and clapping.
For more information, please contact Min. Chandra Wise at 601206-5844. Dr. Dwayne K. Pickett
Sr. is the pastor.

Place your
church ad here.
For details call
601-896-0084
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when their prayer was similar to
ours? An even bigger test is praying that God would bless that
person as they accepted those
new blessings if/when they run
into difficulties. Being able to
pray that kind of prayer requires
that we go back to thanking God
for what we didn’t get…regardless of the reason we believe He
didn’t allow it to happen for us.
Sometimes when we get
blessings from God, we quickly
forget that he is sovereign; we’d
rather give credit to our prayer
partner.

It seems a little odd to thank
God for not giving you something, but this kind of thankfulness is just as important because
it forces us to take a crash course
in spiritual maturity.
Not getting a prayer answered
is God’s ironic reminder that
he really is still in control and
knows what is best for us.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship
ends.” She may be reached at
lovehangover@juno.com.

Lean not to your
own understanding
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
We all have
trusted
in
friends, loved
ones,
relatives, or those
whom we call
close partners.
Sometimes they have proven
to be a disappointment, but
no one has ever trusted in the
Lord and been disappointed
or defeated. Only when we
lean to our own understanding and the arm of the flesh
do we end up in a hopeless
state. We find these words in
Proverbs 3:1-10, “My son,
forget not my law; but let
thine heart keep my commandments: For length of
days, and long life, and peace
shall they add to thee. Let not
mercy and truth forsake thee:
bind them about thy neck
write them upon the table
of thine heart: So shalt thou
find favour and good understanding in the sight of God
and man. Trust in the Lord
with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths. Be not wise
in thine own eyes: fear the
Lord, and depart from evil. It
shall be health to thy navel,
and marrow to thy bones.
Honour the Lord with thy
substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So
shall thy barns be filled with
plenty, and thy presses shall
burst out with new wine.”
Those who trust in the
Lord are a happy people.
Though they have burdens
and trials, in the midst of it
all, they are happy. There
are many reasons that we
should trust in the Lord. The
first one is that His Word is
unfailing. Other people’s
words may fail, but God’s
Word cannot fail. Jesus said
in Luke 21:33, “Heaven and
earth shall pass away: but my
words shall not pass away.”
In Psalm 102:25-28, it reads:
“Of old hast thou laid the
foundation of the earth: and
the heavens are the work of
thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure:
yea, all of them shall wax old
like a garment; as a vesture
shalt thou change them, and
they shall be changed: But
thou art the same, and thy
years shall have no end. The
children of thy servants shall
continue, and their seed shall
be established before thee.”
God’s Word is unfailing; He
cannot fail.
When an individual comes
to God seeking salvation, if
he meets Bible conditions,
confessing and forsaking and
turning from sin with godly
sorrow, he will be saved.
God’s Word is forever settled

in Heaven. He has esteemed
His Word above His Name.
Many people know about
the Name of Christ, but that
knowledge does not do them
any good unless they believe
His Word. Knowing about
His Name does not change
a person, but believing His
Word does change a person.
The second reason we
should trust in the Lord is
that He cannot lie. It is impossible for Him to lie because He is a God of Truth.
Titus 1:1-2 reads: “Paul, a
servant of God, and an Apostle of Jesus Christ, according
to the faith of God’s elect,
and the acknowledging of
the truth which is after godliness; In hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot lie,
promised before the world
began.” God cannot even be
tempted to lie; therefore, we
can trust what he tells us in
His Word.
The third reason we should
trust in the Lord is that what
God says, He will do. He is
God, there is no other. Paul’s,
writing to the Philippians
to encourage them in their
stand, stated in Philippians
1:6 says, “Being confident of
this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in
you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ.”
Fourth reason we should
trust in the Lord is because
He is the Way out of temptation. God will deliver us. We
do not have to sin. Temptation is not sin, but yielding
to temptation is sin. God will
make a way of escape so that
we do not have to yield to the
temptation and commit sin,
even in the most heated trials. We do not have to fail.
We read in First Corinthians 10:13 these words,
“There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye
are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way
to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it.”
We must choose to do
only what is right, pray for
God’s help, and seek friends
who love God and can offer
help when we are tempted.
My friends, running from a
temptation situation is our
first step on the way to victory.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III
is pastor of Joynes Road
Church of God, 31 Joynes
Road, Hampton VA 23669.
He is married to Velma L.
Green. He is a member of
the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God,
Anderson, Ind. He serves as
chairman of the Southeastern
Association of The Church of
God, Inc.
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We must be at our best
when things get bad
By Hank Sanders
NNPA
I
desperately
called on my dear
mother. Across the
chasm of her death
nearly 20 years
ago, she reminded
me of what she
said to me and to her many children nearly sixty years ago. I felt
her spirit moving within me. I was
strengthened. Now, I can go on.
I will share with you why I
called upon my mother on this occasion. However, before I share
the why, I want to share with you
what she said so many years ago.
At the time, we were nine children, a mother and a father living
in a three-room house. Mind you,
not a three-bedroom house, but a
three-room house – a kitchen, a
middle room and a front room.
When things got real bad, our
mother would call us together in
the front room. We had only one
chair in the whole house. She
would sit in the chair and make us
children sit on the floor in front of
her. She would go quiet until she
had our full attention. Then she
would say: “Children, things are
always kind of bad with this big
po’ family and all. But they are
real bad now.” She would go quiet
for a long moment, causing us to
focus even more intently. Then
she would continue: “But don’t
y’all worry. I am at my best when
things get bad.”
It was powerful. It forged our
strength. It prepared us to engage
struggle. It lifted our spirits. It
gave us hope. Even today, this
memory brings tears to my eyes,
trembling to my being and hope

to my heart.
I called upon my mother when
I heard that businessman Donald
Trump was now President-Elect
Trump. I went really deep inside
myself. I could sense the hard
times coming. I had to call on my
dear deceased mother to help me
through the moment.
I hope and pray that I am wrong,
but I feel hard times coming. Let
me tell you why. The most critical
thing a president does is to set the
tone for the entire country. His/
her every action stimulates millions of actions and/or reactions.
His every refusal or failure to act
stimulates numerous actions and/
or reactions. And every action or
failure to act is viewed through
the prism of everything that was
said by the candidate during the
election. Trump said and did many
disturbing things as a presidential
candidate. That’s why I see hard
times coming. We must be at our
best when things get bad.
The negative germinates, takes
root, grows and produces bad
fruit without cultivation. It is
like weeds. The positive requires
continuous cultivation to produce
good fruit. It is like the crop we
plant. Because Trump planted
such negative seeds as a candidate, a President Trump’s mere
presence in the most powerful
position in the world causes those
seeds to germinate, grow and bear
bad fruit. We must be at our best
when things get bad.
I fear that the seeds planted
during the campaign will tell
us how women and girls can be
mistreated. We already have too
much mistreatment of women and
girls. Too many are abused ver-

bally, physically and psychologically. To be fair, these seeds of
abuse were planted eons ago. But
Trump has cultivated these seeds
with the fertilizer of example,
the waters of acceptance and the
warmth of election success. These
seeds will grow and bear many
and varied poisonous fruits. The
challenges will be even greater
and more widespread. We must be
at our best when things get bad.
I am afraid that the seeds planted in the immigration fields will
bear poisonous fruits for millions of immigrants, and not just
undocumented immigrants. Sustained fear does terrible things
to us, especially to our children.
When we blame complex economic and societal woes on those
who appear different and are less
powerful, it becomes extremely
destructive. Already we see more
children bullying other children
of foreign descent. Some children
passed out “deportation notices”
to other children just days after
the election. We must be at our
best when things get bad.
I am fearful that health care
will be completely denied to tens
of millions of Americans and reduced for millions more. Trump
has promised to repeal and replace Obama Care. We heard
much about repeal and little about
replace. I remember the old folks
saying, “When you have your
health, you have everything.”
Having our health may not be
everything, but it lays the foundation for us to get what we need in
life. The growth of an anti-health
care spirit for the left out will be
very bad.We must be at our best
when things are bad.

I am terrified that the fear of
terrorism will mushroom. Trump
whipped up that fear, tying terrorism to the 1.5 billion Muslims
around the world. When terror
and religion mix, it produces extremely bad fruit. We must be at
our best when things get bad.
When the powerful are told over
and over again that they are weak,
it creates a terrible dynamic.The
United States is by far the most
powerful country in the world. Its
economy is bigger than the next
three countries combined. Its military is the most powerful, funded
more than the next five countries
combined. It dominates sports,
winning more Olympic medals
than any other country. Its culture is the most dominant by far,
causing more people from around
the world to come to the United
States than to any other country.
Somehow Trump convinced so
many that we are weak economically, weak militarily, weak in status, weak in culture, weak in leadership. When the powerful feels
weak, it creates a very dangerous
dynamic. It is very bad when the
most powerful attempts to prove
its power out of a self-perception
of weakness. We must be at our
best when things get bad.
I am fully aware that most
things we fear are not as bad as we
feared. Neither are most things as
good as we hoped. However, every now and then our worst fears
are exceeded. So are our best
hopes.
Hank Sanders has served as
a member of the Alabama State
Senate since 1983. You may reach
him by email at hank23sanders@
gmail.com.

What will you lose if consumer
financial protection goes
By Charlene Crowell
NNPA News Wire Columnist
As
Americans
adjust to the realities wrought by the
recent
elections,
one of the most
important consequences has yet to
be fully explored: the future of
consumer financial protection.
Many successful candidates
in the recent election repeatedly
claimed that over-regulation, too
much bureaucracy or both were
harming the economy. In their
view, the nation needed to let businesses operate unhindered and
free from regulatory constraints.
Additionally, many of the same
forces that years ago opposed Wall
Street regulation and the creation
of a consumer watchdog never
gave up their quest to weaken or
dismantle the only governmental
agency whose sole purpose was to
protect consumers.
The problem with both of these
views is that as Wall Street made
billions, America’s people suffered and lost jobs, homes, credit
standing and financial assets. The
only thing that seemed to grow
during the Great Recession was
the amount of debt consumers
faced and reckoned with at kitchen tables across the country.
This column has previously
shared how millions of Americans
suffered their worst losses from
2004 through 2015. Others who
may have held on to their homes,
lost so much value that they continue to owe more than their

homes are now worth.
There are still others who
thought they were enrolling in
higher education to better their
lives and earnings sadly discovered that heavy student loan debt
was the only thing they incurred at
for-profit colleges – many whose
doors are now closed.
For all of these reasons and
more, our nation still needs the
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau (CFPB), its consumer
cop on the block. In the coming
months we must remain watchful
for legislation and executive actions that would reverse the financial justice accomplished over the
past five years.
Case in point: CFPB’s Director Richard Cordray has a term of
service set to conclude in July of
2018. However, an October 2016
ruling by a panel of three judges
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the D.C. Circuit said the President
could remove CFPB’s director for
cause.
The nation’s President-elect
might want his own director –
particularly if the court decision
is upheld on appeal. Similarly,
legislation that sought to end both
CFPB’s governance by a single
director and funding independent
of Congress may be revived as an
early priority for the next Congress.
It was legislative wisdom that
avoided both approaches in the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
Act. Commission forms of governance work by majority and can
lead to gridlock instead of timely

actions. Secondly, as commission
members are nominated, lawmakers may refuse to act.
If CFPB were to become a
part of the annual appropriation
process, the bureau could be denied the necessary funding to do
its legally mandated work. More
importantly, special interest lobbyists could exert their influence
on lawmakers to attach limitations
on the bureau’s work, blocking
CFPB from its ability to rein in
abusive practices.
These kinds of DC insider maneuvers have repeatedly and unfortunately affected other federal
agencies. Consumer financial justice should never be subject to the
rise and fall of deep-pocket lobbyists motivated by profits instead of
fairness.
Then there are CFPB’s pending
regulations like debt collection,
overdraft, payday lending and
other small dollar loans. An unprecedented number of consumer
and civil rights advocates have
clearly and consistently weighed
in on these issues. Although public comment may have concluded,
final regulations have yet to be announced.
Senator Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts, who is widely
credited for proposing CFPB to
President Obama is one of the few
who has already spoken up about
all that is at risk. A November 15
letter to the President-elect urged
him to serve all consumers.
“Americans are angry about a
federal government that works
for the rich and powerful and that

leaves everyone else in the dirt,”
wrote Warren.
Separately and in a recent blog,
Warren also wrote, “Let’s be
clear about what rebuilding our
economy does not mean. It does
not mean handing the keys to our
economy over to Wall Street so
they can run it for themselves.
Americans want to hold the big
banks accountable.”
And as a consumer, if you’re
wondering ‘what you have to lose’
when it comes to CFPB, consider
these recent data points on Bureau
achievements:
• $3.6 billion in monetary compensation to consumers as a result
of enforcement actions
• $7.7 billion in additional
principal reductions, cancelled
debts, and other consumer relief
• 1,000,000 complaints handled
as of September 1, 2016
• 3,400 colleges voluntarily
adopting the CFPB and Department of Education’s Financial Aid
Shopping Sheet.
“Any efforts to change CFPB’s
structure would reduce its effectiveness and harm hard working
people across the country,” noted
Mike Calhoun, president of the
Center for Responsible Lending.
I would add that consumers
who have been financially harmed
are more interested in justice than
in deliberation or special exemptions for favored industries.
Charlene Crowell is the deputy
communications director with the
Center for Responsible Lending.
She may be reached at Charlene.
crowell@responsiblelending.org.
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Democrats
could lose even
more in 2018
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist

The apprehension that I felt upon
Donald Trump’s victory in the presidential election has only increased as
he has announced the appointments of
his chief of staff, strategist and cabinet members. As of this writing, he
has mainly announced the selection of
older white men, including the racist, Alabama Senator Jeff Sessions, to lead the Justice Department. The
senator’s use of highly inflammatory racial rhetoric
(including describing the NAACP as an “un-American” organization and expressing support for the
KKK) prevented his confirmation to the U.S. District
Court in 1986. Now, he will be charged with law enforcement in our nation.
Equally troubling has been the selection of Stephen Bannon, his campaign chairman, as chief White
House strategist and senior counselor. Bannon is the
executive chairman of Breitbart News, a news website that has been the home of the alt-right, the source
of lies, hate, nastiness and racist rhetoric. President
Barack Obama had to walk away from Minister Jeremiah Wright because one of his sermons was considered racist by some whites. Trump openly embraces
racists and is applauded for it.
The position that Bannon will hold does not require
Senate confirmation, while the position that Sessions
will be nominated for does. With 54 Republicans in
the Senate, Sessions is almost certain to be nominated. Hopefully Democrats have retained enough
of a backbone to raise questions about Sessions’ racism. Senate newcomers Kamala Harris (D-Calif.)
and Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) may be among
the first to raise the questions. Still, Republicans will
have the votes to confirm anyone they want to confirm. Welcome to the age of Trump.
Will Republicans get more of an edge in the Senate when we go to the polls in 2018? Thirty-three
Senate seats will be up for grabs then. Republicans
hold eight of them. Independents Bernie Sanders (IVt.) and Angus King (I-Maine), who caucus and vote
with Democrats are both likely to be candidates for
re-election. A whopping 23 seats currently held by
Democrats could be flipped. If some of the states that
went Republican in this year’s election can be tilted,
Republicans can widen their margin in the Senate.
The Trump campaign (and its affiliated super
PACs) have as much as $60 million to spend, and
can use it to build ground operations in states where
Democrats closely lost this year. (Hillary and her affiliated Super PACs may have as much as $70 million to spend). Democrats lost Michigan, Wisconsin,
Pennsylvania, Florida, North Carolina and Arizona
by less than five percent. Incumbent Democrats Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisc.), Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio),
Bob Casey (D-Pa.), Joe Donnelly (Ind.), Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.), Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.), Bill Nelson
(D-Fla.), and Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) are all in
states that Republicans won in 2016.
While many of them are popular, and incumbency
is a challenging thing to overcome, we’ve just seen
that the right kind of Republican candidate can prevail.
These candidates, and the Democratic Party, can’t
afford to take incumbency or popularity for granted.
They can’t afford to savor a polling lead and conclude
that they don’t have to fight for every vote. If these
folks want to go back to Washington, they’ll learn
from the Hillary Clinton loss and work indefatigably,
starting now, to keep their seats. They’ll make lots of
visits back home, host town hall meetings, and make
sure their voters understand what their contributions
have been and what challenges they face.
If Trump and his team can brag of results, if his
actions are perceived as “making American great
again,” then incumbent Democrats may be in trouble.
Virginia Senator Tim Kaine, also on the ballot,
has described Democrats in the Senate as the “emergency brake” on Trump’s policy proposals. I expect
the Democrats to vocally take Trump and his team
on when they revert to the racist rhetoric and proposed racist, misogynistic and jingoistic policies that
Trump promoted during the campaign, but will they?
They may not want to be perceived as obstructionists (though Republicans surely didn’t mind being
obstructionists with President Obama), and they will
certainly need to pick their battles carefully, but they
must speak out.
Midterm election turnout is always extremely low
– it was just 36 percent in 2014, the lowest level in
70 years. Democrats must start now to educate and
encourage people to turn out for the midterm elections. Voting rights organizations must begin now to
reverse the voter suppression that kept millions from
voting on November 8. If Democrats don’t get busy
now, Republicans will, indeed, prevail in 2018. So,
let’s stop wringing our hands and moaning. Let’s get
busy.
Julianne Malveaux is an author and economist.
Her latest book “Are We Better Off? Race, Obama
and Public Policy” is available via www.amazon.
com. For more info visit www.juliannemalveaux.com.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.
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Trek to Castro’s final resting Raging Tennessee
wildfires
and
winds
spot traces revolution’s past
By Christine Armario
Associated Press
HAVANA – After his band
of bearded rebels won power in
1959, Fidel Castro embarked on a
victory tour delivering speeches to
cheering crowds stretching from
the eastern Cuban city of Santiago
to Havana. Starting Wednesday,
his ashes will retrace that journey
in a solemn procession to his final
resting spot.
The trip is fraught with symbolism as the island nation prepares to bury the only leader it
has known in 57 years besides
his younger brother, Raul Castro.
The six-day Caravan of Freedom
that Fidel Castro led in 1959 was
among his most triumphant moments – a journey of more than
500 miles (800 kilometers) along
rutted country roads. As Castro’s
remains are prepared for the return to Santiago, the state is rekindling images of a younger Castro
whose legacy they vow to keep
alive.
“Fidel will always be that restless youth and tireless revolutionary, who attacked the Moncada,
arrived aboard the Granma yacht
to forge the path to freedom,
fought like a lion in the Sierra
Maestra and crossed the country
in the Caravan of Victory,” proclaimed an article in Granma, the
official Communist Party newspaper, a day after Castro’s death.
The caravan carrying Castro’s
ashes will pass through a countryside dramatically different from
the one he rode through more than
five decades ago.
“It’s a kind of symbolic closure
to his rule,” said William LeoGrande, an American University
professor of Latin American politics. “The Castro era began with

This Jan. 7, 1959 file photo shows a crowd surrounding Fidel Castro, center
right, waving from a small personnel carrier in Santa Clara, Cuba, as he and
his troops make their way to Havana where a provisional government had
assumed power. After his band of bearded rebels won power in 1959, Castro
embarked on a victory tour delivering speeches to cheering crowds stretching from the eastern Cuban city of Santiago to Havana. Starting Nov. 30,
2016, his ashes will retrace that journey in a solemn procession to his final
resting spot. AP PHOTO
the triumph of the revolution and
Fidel’s march across the country.
Now he’s gone and they retrace
that route, and the Cubans of this
era have a chance to say goodbye.”
Castro’s victory march snaked
from Santiago, where the revolution was launched, through rural towns and cities. For many
Cubans, it was their first chance
to get a glimpse of the man clad
in olive green who seized power
from dictator Fulgencio Batista’s
corrupt government. In cities such
as Jiguani and Santa Rita, people
lined the streets to greet the rebels
passing by in jeeps.
Grainy black-and-white images
of Castro waving to the crowds
are some of the most enduring images of the revolution.
“Here were these young, bearded mythical revolutionaries, sort
of messiah figures, descending

from the mountains to liberate the
people,” said Richard Feinberg, a
professor at the University of California, San Diego. “Fidel, a great
master of theater, recognized the
moment and he wanted to draw it
out.”
The tour was also an opportunity for Castro to articulate some
of the revolution’s guiding principles. Addressing a crowd at a
plaza in the central city of Camaguey, Castro said that behind each
joyous face he saw while walking the streets he wondered how
many people had jobs and stable
incomes, or a way to buy medicine if a sibling or child fell ill.
“I’m sure that behind the faces
of those humble men and women,
after the moment has passed and
they return home, their minds return to the immense heap of worries each of them carries,” he said.
The final caravan transporting

Castro’s ashes will pass through
rural communities significantly
changed by social and economic
reforms he adopted. Many residents now have access to health
care and education. But many
of those towns are also in a prolonged economic collapse, the
country’s once dominant sugar industry decimated, the sugar mills
and plantations gone.
Castro and his revolutionary
government believed the island’s
reliance on sugar exports to the
United States was the root of
many of the country’s ills but
struggled to diversify the island’s
economy.
“A lot of these areas are probably poorer today than they were
then,” LeoGrande said.
The procession west begins
Wednesday after two days of
mourning in Havana, where
thousands waited in lines for
hours Monday to pay tribute before images of Castro as a young
guerrilla displayed at the Plaza
of the Revolution, the expansive
square where he once delivered
hours-long speeches. There and
across Cuba people signed condolence books and an oath of loyalty
to Castro’s May 1, 2000, proclamation defining the Cuban revolution as an unending battle for
socialism and national autonomy.
In state broadcast programs
and Cuba’s official newspapers,
the government has urged Cubans to unite behind the socialist,
single-party system installed by
Castro but which has struggled to
maintain the widespread fervor it
gained more than five decades ago.
Hundreds of thousands are expected to line the streets as his
ashes are transported over the
course of three days to Santiago.

Ohio state attacker stewed
over treatment of Muslims
By Eric Tucker, Tami Abdollah
and Andrew Welsh-Huggins
Associated Press
COLUMBUS, Ohio – The
Somali-born student who carried out the car-and-knife attack
at Ohio State University stewed
over the treatment of Muslims
while apparently staying under
the radar of federal law enforcement, underscoring the difficulty authorities face in identifying
and stopping “lone wolves” bent
on violence.
Abdul Razak Ali Artan was
not known to FBI counterterrorism authorities before Monday’s
rampage, which ended with Artan shot to death by police and
11 people injured, a law enforcement official told The Associated Press.
That’s in contrast to several
other recent attacks, including
those in New York City; Orlando, Florida; and Garland, Texas,
in which those blamed for the
bloodshed had previously come
to the attention of federal agents.
Law enforcement officials
have not identified a motive for
the Ohio State violence but have
suggested terrorism as a possibility. FBI agents continued
to search Artan’s apartment for
clues.
The mode of attack – plowing a car into civilians, then
slashing victims with a butcher
knife – was in keeping with the
recommended tactics of jihadist propaganda. And Facebook
posts that were apparently written shortly before the attack and
came to light afterward show
Artan nursed grievances against
the U.S.
He railed against U.S. intervention in Muslim lands and
warned, “If you want us Mus-

Muslims hold press conference after attack by Somali-born student, Adbul Razak Ali Artan, on the Ohio State University campus.
lims to stop carrying lone wolf
attacks, then make peace” with
the Islamic State group.
“America! Stop interfering
with other countries, especially
the Muslim Ummah. We are not
weak. We are not weak, remember that,” he wrote, using the Arabic term for the world’s Muslim community. He also warned
that other Muslims are in sleeper
cells, “waiting for a signal. I am
warning you Oh America!”
The posts were recounted by
a law enforcement official who
was briefed on the investigation
but wasn’t authorized to discuss
it publicly and spoke on condition of anonymity. The posts
were taken down after the attack.
On Tuesday, a self-described
Islamic State news agency
called Artan “a soldier of the
Islamic State” who “carried out
the operation in response to calls
to target citizens of international
coalition countries.” The Islamic State has previously described
other attackers around the world
as its “soldiers” without specifically claiming to have organized

the acts of violence.
Artan’s social media rants
seemed at odds with the portrait
of the young man painted by
neighbors and acquaintances.
Jack Ouham, owner of a market near the home on the outskirts of Columbus where Artan
lived with his parents and siblings, saw the Ohio State student almost every day when he
stopped in for snacks but never
alcohol or cigarettes.
He was never angry, Ouham
said. “Very nice guy. It’s just
shocking to me,” he said.
Artan graduated with honors
from Columbus State Community College last May, earning
an associate of arts degree. A
video of his graduation ceremony shows him jumping and
spinning on stage and smiling
broadly, drawing laughs, cheers
and smiles from graduates and
faculty members.
The school said he had no behavior or discipline problems
while he was there from the fall
of 2014 until this past summer.
He started at Ohio State in August as a business student study-

ing logistics management.
A law enforcement official
said Artan came to the U.S. in
2014 as the child of a refugee.
He had been living in Pakistan
from 2007 to 2014. It is not uncommon for refugees to go to a
third-party country before being
permanently resettled.
Federal and local authorities
grappling with the pervasiveness of Islamic State propaganda – FBI Director James Comey
said earlier this year that agents
had “north of 1,000” terrorismrelated probes – will no doubt
look to see if they missed any
red flags that could have placed
Artan under investigation.
Several acts of jihadist-inspired violence in the past two
years have involved individuals
known to the FBI.
The FBI investigated Omar
Mateen, the Orlando nightclub
gunman, but agents found nothing to justify continued scrutiny
and closed the matter.
Federal authorities in 2014
looked into Ahmad Khan Rahimi after he was accused of
stabbing a relative and his father
expressed concerns he might be
a terrorist. The FBI said it found
nothing in its databases tying
Rahimi to terrorism and closed
its review.
FBI counterterrorism authorities have a “number of trip
wires” set up to spot would-be
jihadists and have a generally
good sense of individuals who
are drawn to terrorist propaganda.
Classes for the 60,000 students at Ohio State were canceled after the attack but resumed Tuesday. Three of the
victims remained hospitalized
but were expected to recover.

force evacuations

By Steve Megargee
Associated Press

PIGEON FORGE, Tenn.
– Raging wildfires fueled
by high winds forced the
evacuation of thousands
of people and were believed to have wiped out
an entire resort of more
than 100 buildings in the
Great Smoky Mountains as
National Guard troops arrived early Tuesday to help
overwhelmed firefighters.
Rain had begun to fall
in some areas, but experts
predicted it would not be
enough to end the relentless drought that has spread
across several Southern
states and provided fuel
for fires now burning for
weeks in states including
Tennessee, Georgia and
North Carolina.
The storms appeared to
be taking aim at the nearly
28,000-acre Rough Ridge
Fire in north Georgia and
the nearly 25,000-acre
Rock Mountain Fire that
began in Georgia and then
spread deep into North
Carolina.
Rain showers ended
in the Gatlinburg, Tenn.,
area about 8 a.m. Tuesday,
said National Weather Service meteorologist Sam
Roberts. He said no more
meaningful rainfall was
expected until about midnight Tuesday, and would
last through Wednesday.
Based on preliminary
surveys of the area, the
Westgate Smoky Mountain
Resort & Spa in Gatlinburg
“is likely entirely gone,”
the Tennessee Emergency
Management Agency said
in a news release. The
agency had previously
said it had reports that the
Ober Gatlinburg amusement park and ski area had
been destroyed as well, but
later said resort officials
had checked in and said
the property was fine.
Dollywood representatives say the theme park
hasn’t been damaged by
wildfires, but more than a
dozen cabins operated by
the park have been damaged or destroyed.
Dollywood has suspended park operations at least
through Wednesday. Its
DreamMore resort will be
open on a limited basis as
a shelter and for registered
guests.
Hundreds of homes and
other buildings, including
a 16-story hotel, also were
damaged or destroyed by
flames.
Emergency
officials
ordered evacuations in
downtown Gatlinburg and
Pigeon Forge and in other
areas of Sevier County
near the Great Smoky
Mountains. About 14,000
residents and visitors were
evacuated from Gatlinburg
alone, officials said.
No deaths have been
reported, though several
people were hospitalized
with burns, emergency officials said in the news release.
Officials say there are
about 1,200 people sheltering at the Gatlinburg
Community Center and the
Rocky Top Sports Park.
Several other shelters have
opened to house those
forced from their homes.
TV broadcasts showed
residents streaming out of
town just as rain started to
wet roads.
Workers at an aquarium

evacuated because of the
wildfires were concerned
about the thousands of animals housed there. Ryan
DeSears, general manager
of Ripley’s Aquarium of
the Smokies, told WBIRTV the building was still
standing and all workers
had been evacuated late
Monday. However, he
said workers were anxious
to return to check on the
well-being of the 10,518
animals.
The rain forecast “puts
the bull’s-eye of the greatest amounts right at the
bull’s-eye of where we’ve
been having our greatest
activity,” said Dave Martin, deputy director of operations for fire and aviation management with the
southern region of the U.S.
Forest Service.
The projected rainfall amounts “really lines
up with where we need
it,” Martin said Monday.
“We’re all knocking on
wood.”
After weeks of punishing drought, any rain that
falls should be soaked up
quickly, forecasters said.
It will provide some relief
but won’t end the drought
– or the fire threat, they
said.
Drought conditions will
likely persist, authorities
said. The problem is that
rainfall amounts have been
10 to 15 inches below normal during the past three
months in many parts of
the South, authorities said.
“I think we racked up
deficits that are going to
be too much to overcome
with just one storm system,” said Mark Svoboda,
director of the National
Drought Mitigation Center
in Lincoln, Nebraska.
“I would say it’s way
too early to say ‘Yes, this
drought is over,’” Svoboda
said. “Does it put a dent in
it? Yes, but we have a long
ways to go.”
The rain also brings danger because strong winds
at the leading edge of the
storms can topple trees and
limbs that can kill and injure firefighters, he said.
In Mississippi, trees
were reported downed
Monday in nearly 20 counties across the state. Sustained winds of 30 to 40
mph with gusts of more
than 50 mph were reported
and more than 2 inches of
rain fell in some areas.
Power outages peaked
at more than 23,000 statewide in Mississippi. Powerlines downed by winds
sparked grass fires in four
counties, said Greg Flynn,
a spokesman for the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency.
The storms moved across
Alabama on Monday night
and fell on Georgia during
the overnight hours. High
wind warnings were issued
for mountainous areas in
northern parts of Georgia.
In South Carolina, the
stormy forecast was giving
hope to firefighters battling
a blaze in the northwest
corner of the state. The
South Carolina Forestry
Commission hopes to contain the Pinnacle Mountain
fire by the middle of next
week.
More rain was expected Tuesday night and
Wednesday morning in
parts of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for RFP

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE

RFP 2016-11 Professional Development Services
for Interactive Board Training

ZONING CASE NO. 3957

ZONING CASE NO. 3958

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Emily Tschiffely & Benjamin Ky Johnson has filed with the Planning
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a rezoning from a Rezoning from C3 (General) Commercial District to NMU-1 (Neighborhood) Mixed-Use
District to allow for a dwelling unit in a mixed use building in a NMU-1 (Mixed
Use) District for property located at 835 N. President St., in the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or
in any way affected thereby, that Wanda Latham has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a 2.06 acre
Variance from the minimum three (3) acre requirement for personal care
facilities that exceed thirteen (13) residents within a C-3 (General) Commercial District on property located at 855 South Plaza (Parcels 215-142
and 215-165). in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and
being more particularly described as:

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above rfp will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business
Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M.
(Local Prevailing Time) December 09, 2016, at which time and place they
will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves
the right to reject any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold
the acceptance of any rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days from the
date rfps are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be
obtained free of charge by emailing Mr. Paxton Green at HYPERLINK
“mailto:pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us” pagreen@jackson.k12.ms.us, documents may be picked up at the above address or downloaded from our
Jackson Public School District website at HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.
11/24/2016, 12/1/2016

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Depository Bid

Depository bids for 2017 and 2018 will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi on January 10, 2017 at 3:30 pm at the City Hall, 219 South
President Street. Please submit original and two (2) copies of sealed bids,
marked “Depository Bid” to the following address prior to or on January 10,
2017.

City of Jackson, Mississippi
Attention: City Clerk
219 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201

Depository bids must be submitted in compliance with Mississippi Code
Section 27-105-315 and related Mississippi Code Sections 27-105-5 and
27-105-9.

Depository bid specifications may be received by contacting the City of
Jackson, Mississippi as follows:

Parcel 1 & 2: S ½ of 10 acre lot 8 North, H.C. Daniels map of 1875, said property
being more particularly described as follows, to-wit:
Parcel One:
That certain lot or parcel of land having a frontage of fifty (50) feet on the west
line of North President Street, running back the distance of one hundred and sixty
(160) feet, and having rear width on its west line of forty-nine (49) feet, being the
same land as that recorded in Book 322, page 370 of the Land Deed Records of
the First District of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi.
Parcel Two:
That certain parcel or strip of land adjoining the above lot and immediately to the
north thereof and having a frontage of two and one-half (2) feet on North President Street and a depth of one hundred and fourteen (114) feet, being the same
land as that recorded in Book 329, page 52 of the Land Deed Records of the First
District of Hinds County, at Jackson, Mississippi.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 21,
2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both
pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which
the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of
Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning property
within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or
by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least
72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for
interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 29th day of November 2016.

Department of Administration
Attention: Felicia Young
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201
Telephone (601) 960-2005

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
12/1/2016, 12/8/2016

12/1/2016, 12/15/2016

PARCEL A: Start at a point on the West line of Waltham Subdivision on the
South side of Raymond Road as now laid out and improved; said point being the Northwest corner
Of Lot 4, Oakwood Terrace Subdivision, a plat of which is of record in Plat
Book 4, Page 86, of the records of plat in the office of the Chancery Clerk,
First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi, thence East along the
South boundary of Raymond Road a distance of 420.4 feet To an iron pin
in the Southwest corner of South Plaza Drive and Raymond Road; thence
turn To the right through an angle of 90 degrees and run Southerly a distance of 150 feet to the Point of beginning of the property herein conveyed;
thence turn to the right through an angle of 90 degrees and run Westerly
a distance of 117.5 feet; turn thence to the left through an angle Of 90
degrees and run Southerly a distance of 50 feet; turn thence through an
angle of 90 degrees And run Easterly a distance of 117.5 feet to the West
boundary of South Plaza; turn thence through An angle Of 90 degrees and
run Northerly along the West boundary of South Plaza a distance of, 50
Feet to the point of beginning. Said property being a part of Lots 6, 7 and
8, Oakwood Terrace Subdivision, according to Plat Book 4, Page 86, in the
office of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Mississippi.
Parcel B: A part of Block D, South Central Commercial Park, a plat of which
is on record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District of
Hinds County, Mississippi, in Plat Book 19, page 22, described as follows,
to-wit: Begin at a point on the West side of South Plaza a distance of 200
feet South from the Southwest Corner of South Plaza and Raymond Road;
thence West along the South boundary of property Previously conveyed to
Arthur J. Godfrey, Robert R. Bassett, and Leslie P. Pitts, a distance of 117
feet, More or less, to a service drive, thence South along the East boundary of the service drive a distance of 5 feet; turn left through an angle of
90 degrees and run Easterly a distance of 117 feet, more or less To the
West boundary of South Plaza; turn thence to the left through an angle of
90 degrees and run Northerly along the West boundary of South Plaza a
distance of 5 feet to the point of beginning.
Parcel C: A part of Block D, South Central Commercial Park, a plat of which
is on records in the office Of the Chancery Clerk of the First Judicial District
of Hinds County, Mississippi, in Plat Book 19, Page 22, Described as follows, to-wit: Begin at a point on the West line of South Plaza, said point being 305 feet South of the Southwest of the Intersection of the South line of
Raymond Road with the West line of South Plaza; thence run Westwardly
parallel to the Raymond Road and along the North boundary of property
conveyed to Southern Pacific Lumber Company the distance of 117.75 feet
to the East line of the service drive; run Thence Northwardly along the East
line of the service drive a distance of 100 feet to the south boundary of
the property previously conveyed to the Grantors herein; run thence Eastwardly along the South line of the property previously conveyed to the
Grantors herein a distance of 117 feet, more or less, to the West boundary
of South Plaza; run thence South along the West boundary of South Plaza
a distance of 100 feet to the point of beginning.
AND
A parcel of land within a plat of land shown as Block “D” South Central
Commercial Park, as recorded in Plat Book 19 at Page 22 in the Office of
the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County, Mississippi, all situated in The Northwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 17, Township 5 North,
Range 1 East, Hind s County, Mississippi.
EXHIBIT “B”
Commence at an iron pin marking the intersection of the West line of South
Plaza and the South line of Raymond Road, as platted; run thence Southerly along the West line of South Plaza 305.0 feet to an iron Pin, said pin being the Point of Beginning; thence turn right through an angle of 90 degrees
and run 117.5 feet to an iron pin; thence turn left through an angle of 90
degrees and run 75 .0 feet to an iron pin; thence turn left through an angle
of 90 degrees and run 117.5 feet to an iron pin; thence turn left Through an
angle of 90 degrees and run 75.0 feet to the point of Beginning.
AND
A parcel of land lying and being situated in Block “D” of South Central Commercial Park, a subdivision According to a map or plat thereof which is on
file and of record in the Office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at
Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 19 at Page 22, reference to which is
hereby made in Aid of and as a part of this description, more particularly
described as follows, to-wit: Beginning at a point 380 feet South of the
Northeast corner of said Block “D”, from said Point of Beginning run thence
West for a distance of 117.5 feet to a point in the West line of said Block “D”,
run Thence South along the West line of said Block “D” to the Southwest
corner thereof; run thence East Along the North line of Green Place for a
distance of 117.99 feet to the Southeast corner of said Block.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the
Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building,
200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 21, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected
thereby will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a
record will be established upon which the City Planning Board can make
its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto
may be made by any person owning property within the area, and if made
in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if
a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said
date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in
advance, the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.

Sudoku Solution

Crossword Solution

WITNESS my signature this 17th day of November 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
City of Jackson, Mississippi
12/1/2016, 12/15/2016

Help Wanted/Drivers

Drivers: Sign-On Bonus & Paid Orientation!
Low-cost Insurance
Holiday & Vacation Pay, 401k
CDL Class-A
Call to start your career with Averitt:
855-779-2818
© Feature Exchange
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Pick Up

At The Following Locations:
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537 Traffic Operations Dr. • Montgomery, AL 36110
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Bryant Wood
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(334) 264-3265
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Alabama Department of Transportation
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Dr. • Montgomery, AL 36110
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J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
PASS
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
3.792 x 4
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
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Raymond, MS
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Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
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RAYMOND CITY HALL
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U T I C A
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PITT STOP
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COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-5830945

Employment- General
LOOKING TO EARN MONEY ON
YOUR SCHEDULE? Have a car? Drive
with UBER. Call: 1-800-573-9321

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g
DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. $500 $1,000 Incentive Bonus. No Out of
Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get Your CDL in 22
Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available.
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899-1293 EOE.
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-5407364.

For Sale
CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? BIG SALE on new
cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800231-8360. www.pews1.com

Miscellaneous
GOT AN OLDER CAR, BOAT OR RV?
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the
Humane Society. Call 1-800-705-6787.

Services-General
DIRECTV. NFL SUNDAY TICKET
(FREE!) with Choice All-Included
Package. $60/mo for 24 months. No
upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask
about next day installation! 1- 800-2156713
DISH NETWORK - NEW FLEX PACK.
Select the Channels You Want. FREE
Installation. FREE Streaming. $39.99/24
months. ADD Internet for $14.95 a
month.
CALL
1-800-319-2526

DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHILDREN, $125. Includes name change
and property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-7337165, call us toll FREE 24/7.
NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION? We
3.556
x 6 your new personal injury,
can
help with
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bankruptcy case. 888-641-7560
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

Services-Medical
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain,
arthritis? Recent Medicare / health coverage changes may benefit you! Products
are little to NO COST, if qualified. FREE
Shipping. Accredited Pain Specialists. Call
1-800-307-7855.
GOT KNEE PAIN? BACK PAIN?
SHOULDER PAIN? Get a pain-relieving
brace at little or NO cost to you. Medicare
Patients call Health Hotline Now! 1-800971-0493
OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only
4.8 pounds and FAA approved for air
travel! May be covered by medicare.
Call for FREE info kit: 888-964-0893

Services-Medical
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 1-800-823-2564.
Promo Code CDC201625.

Services-Medical
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! Cut your
drug costs! SAVE $$! 50 pills for $99.
FREE shipping! 100% guaranteed and
discreet. Call 1-800-721-9639.

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement Available
To Place Your Ad Order Call:

MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of November 27
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SWAC championship: Will
Alcorn State repeat history?
By Jerry Komia Domatob
Alcorn State University
On December 3 the Alcorn
State University Braves will
lock horns with the Grambling
State University Tigers as they
did in 2015 for the Southwestern Athletic Conference championship.
After a topsy-turvy season of
seemingly mishaps for Alcorn,
with coach Hopson’s departure
and debilitating injuries on star
players, the Braves still managed to twist their way into the
championship for the 3rd conservative time. That is a marvelous feat.
For all intents and purposes,
even if the Southwest Athletic
Conference (SWAC) is not as
fierce as the others, emerging as
championship contenders is still
a remarkable accomplishment
worthy of applause. The Braves
did it under the auspices of
coach Hopson twice. Now, they
are repeating that exploit during
the Fred McNair era. That is indeed admirable and commendable.

Alcorn State Braves

PHOTO COURTESY ALCORN ATHLETICS

As with all contests, a game is
always anybody’s bet until the
umpire sounds the final whistle.
Once that happens, short of a
draw, there must be a winner

and a loser. That is the nature of
all sports and Alcorn and Grambling players, as all fans and
friends, recognize that reality
and truism.

In some ways the argument
can be made – if there is any
logic to this type of prediction
– that this might be Grambling’s
turn to win.

A number of reasons might
seem to substantiate that stand.
First, they have performed with
near excellence trouncing opponents, in some cases, mercilessly. Second, they have an outstanding quarterback and third,
the buoyant optimism from their
end, seems to be a recipe for victory. With those seemingly winning cards on the table, victory
might just be theirs. In some
ways they come to the field as
favorites if statistics are anything to abide by.
Alcorn once again might
emerge triumphant. Earlier in
the season Grambling floored
them. They may just be in that
situation where they are not
prxaepared to accept that status
quo. Secondly, the Braves are
the current champions and have
the experience. Although some
of the top players are on the injury list, they are nonetheless
an enthusiastic squad. Third,
despite challenges, the Braves
have players who always step
up in dire situations.
This leads to the next ques-

tion. Who is going to be the
2016/17 SWAC champion?
Once the referee blasts his final whistle, either Alcorn or the
Grambling State team would be
leaping, jumping, swaying and
chanting as they celebrate with
the (SWAC) trophy. As of now,
both teams are training for the
contest.
Grand salute to the players,
coaches, administrators and
fans. Enjoy the championship.
Winning is a major and noble
goal. However, participation is
also a crucial part of all contests.
Dr. Jerry Komia Domatob is
a professor of mass communication at Alcorn State University,
Lorman Mississippi. A journalist, photographer, poet and researcher, he is currently working
on three projects. He holds two
masters degrees in international
affairs and journalism and a
Ph.D. in mass communication
with a concentration in political
science. He is the author of five
books and co-editor of two. His
next publication is Victory’s Vision.

UAB 80, Mississippi Valley State 46 Maberry and Akers power Arrows
into 6A State championship game

PHOTO COURTESY SWAC.ORG

The Mississippi Link Newswire
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Mississippi
Valley State fell to the University of
Alabama at Birmingham Monday night
80-46. MVSU (2-3) was lead by Kristy
Parker, who had 12 points along with four
rebounds. Ashley Beals also scored in
double figures for the Devilettes, netting
11 points along with seven rebounds in the
loss.
MVSU got off to a slow start, trailing
18-8 after the first quarter. MVSU would

trail 22-38 going into the break.
The third quarter is what really did in
the Devilettes. MVSU would be outscored
24-5 in that frame, making the deficit going
into the fourth insurmountable. Rebounding was a major factor in this contest.
MVSU was out rebounded 29-42 overall
as a team, and 19-34 on the defensive end.
The Devilettes will be in action again on
Dec. 1, when the team travels to Hattiesburg, Miss. to take on Southern Miss. The
opening tip is slated for 7 p.m.

Tim Ward
Sports Writer
The Clinton Arrows have been lead
by their offense all season. High octane, high powered, high productivity,
the 6A North State Champion Arrows
needed their offense to bring them
back for victory.
Darius Maberry and 5 star recruit
Cam Akers combined for 5 touchdowns. Akers’ first touchdown pass of
the night was to Darius Maberry, who
made a good catch by the pylon. The
duo continued to be a thorn in Madison Central’s side the entire night.
Making big play after big play after
big play.
Maberry had 12 carries for 132
yards with 2 touchdowns. Most of
his runs were first down gaining and
momentum swinging. His shiftiness
and speed were on full display. He
also was a factor in the passing game,
catching Akers’ touchdown pass early
in the first quarter.
Akers, did what he does, power and

Darius Maberry

Cam Akers

speed. He had a good night passing.
Akers was 15 for 22 for 230 yards
with 1 touchdown pass. Running the
ball, Akers had 21 carries for 104
yards with 2 touchdowns. He was not
to be denied.
When Clinton needed a touchdown
drive to take the lead, accurate pass-

es from Akers and Maberry’s speed
proved too much for Madison Central.
Clinton won 38 to 34.
The 6A State Championship game
will be Clinton (North Champion) versus Pearl (South Champion), Friday at
7 p.m. in Starkville at Davis Wade Stadium on the Mississippi State campus.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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Democrats blast Trump’s choice
of Price as HHS secretary
By Julie Pace
AP White House Correspondent
WASHINGTON – President-elect Donald Trump has
selected Georgia Rep. Tom
Price, a leading critic of President Barack Obama’s sweeping
health care law, to head the Department of Health and Human
Services. A key Senate Democrat immediately criticized the
choice.
If confirmed by the Senate,
Price would play a central role
in Republican efforts to repeal
and replace the current health
care law. Trump has pledged
to move quickly on overhauling the landmark measure, but
has been vague about what he
hopes to see in a replacement
bill. Also, Seema Verma was
picked to become administrator
of the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services.
The president-elect has said
he favors keeping provisions

Elevators close on Rep. Tom Price, R-Ga., as he arrives at Trump Tower, Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2016, in New York. AP PHOTO/CAROLYN KASTER
that allow young people to stay
on their parents’ health insurance and which prevent insur-

ance companies from denying
coverage to those with pre-existing conditions.

“Replacing President Barack
Obama’s health care law is
“one of the things he’s going to
lead the charge on as secretary
of HHS,” said Jason Miller, a
Trump transition team spokesman.
Democrats immediately signaled a fight over the pick.
Sen. Chuck Schumer, the
incoming Senate Democratic
leader, said Price has proven
to be far out of the mainstream
of what Americans want” for
health care programs and services for seniors, the disabled
and women.
“Nominating Congressman
Price to be the HHS secretary is
akin to asking the fox to guard
the hen house,” Schumer said.
Price, a 62-year-old six-term
congressman and orthopedic
surgeon, has chaired the House
Budget Committee for the past
two years. A bookish conservative from the Atlanta suburbs,

Price has worked closely with
House Speaker Paul Ryan to
assemble GOP budgets aimed
at reducing the annual deficit.
In a statement early Tuesday,
Price said he is “humbled by
the incredible challenges that
lay ahead and enthusiastic for
the opportunity to be a part of
solving them on behalf of the
American people.”
He said he will work “to
ensure we have a health care
system that works for patients,
families and doctors, that leads
the world in the cure and prevention of illness, and that is
based on sensible rules to protect the well-being of the country while embracing its innovative spirit.”
Last week, Price said that
whatever Republicans do to replace Obama’s health care law
will bear a “significant resemblance” to a 2015 measure that
was vetoed by the president.

That bill would have gutted
some of the health care law’s
main features: Medicaid expansion, subsidies to help middle-class Americans buy private policies, the tax penalties
for individuals who refused to
get coverage and several taxes
to support coverage expansion.
The bill would have delayed
implementation for two years.
Price insisted that Republicans can keep the protections
for those with existing medical
conditions without mandating
that all individuals carry coverage or pay a penalty to support
an expanded insurance pool.
Price said Republicans want
to address “the real cost drivers” of health care price spikes,
which he said were not necessarily sicker patients, but a
heavy regulatory burden, taxes
and lawsuits against medical
professionals.

3 dead, at least 5 sickened New HIV vaccine
after Thanksgiving dinner trial to start in
By Olga R. Rodriguez
Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO – San
Francisco Bay Area health
officials were trying to determine if three people who died
and five who were sickened
after eating Thanksgiving dinner at a church event got sick
there or at the assisted living
facility where they all lived.
Sutter Delta Medical Center
in Antioch said in a statement
Monday it received eight patients with “probable foodborne symptoms” between
Friday and Saturday.
Three of the patients died,
four patients were treated and

released, and one remained
hospitalized, the hospital said.
“We do not believe there is
any risk to the general public,”
said Dr. Louise McNitt, deputy health officer for Contra
Costa County.
It’s unclear exactly what
caused the illness, she added.
All eight lived at the same
assisted living facility and ate
a free Thanksgiving dinner at
the American Legion Hall in
Antioch along with other residents and staff members who
did not get sick, McNitt said.
The traditional Thanksgiving dinner of turkey, mash potatoes, stuffing, green beans,

bread and pies was served by
the Golden Hills Community
Church, which has held the
event for several years, said
Dr. Marilyn Underwood, environmental health director for
Contra Costa Health Services.
Volunteers prepared the
mashed potatoes, green beans
and stuffing on site, at a commercial-grade facility. The
rest of the meal, including the
turkey, was donated by other
food facilities, Underwood
said.
They served 835 people
who included homeless people, residents of assisted living facilities, and anyone who

wanted to have a good holiday
meal, she said.
McNitt said that no other
reports of illness related to the
dinner have been received and
that officials were trying to
determine if there were other
people who got sick but didn’t
seek medical care.
McNitt and Underwood declined to provide the name of
the living facility or any details
about the eight patients citing
patient privacy concerns.
Contra Costa County coroner’s officials said they could
not release the names of those
who died pending notification
of next of kin.

Holiday meals can be both
healthy as well as satisfying
Mens Health Network
Quality time with the family,
office or school holiday parties
and seasonal favorites – who
can resist pumpkin pie and eggnog, right? The holiday season
brings a wide mix of emotions
and stress – both good and bad
– and the temptation of nostalgic holiday treats can add
yet another concern: holiday
weight gain. While eating and
merrymaking is both expected
and encouraged during these
special moments, excessive indulgence can lead to health issues later.
This time of year doesn’t
have to be synonymous with
weight gain, especially if you
approach them with a sound
game plan that addresses three
important factors to gaining
weight: nutrition, fitness and
stress management. We’ve
compiled a holiday eating
game plan with strategies that
can keep you from gaining
those unwanted pounds.
Pre-game tips
• Don’t skip meals – especially breakfast – in anticipation of eating larger holiday
meals later on. Research shows
people who eat a healthy breakfast tend to consume fewer calories during the day.
• Have a pre-meal. Don’t go
to a holiday gathering on an
empty stomach. Snack on fruits
or vegetables before heading

out the door. This will give you
a slight feeling of being full,
which will help prevent overeating later.
• Plan ahead. Have a plan for
self-control, especially when it
comes to your most tempting
treats. Practicing awareness
and mindful eating can help to
reduce the potential for excessive indulgence.
• Manage stress. Healthline
highlights five effective ways
to manage stress during the holiday season. Go to http://www.
healthline.com/health/holidaystress-management-tips#1
• Go for healthier alternatives. If you’re preparing or
helping to prepare holiday
meals, consider using a Smartphone app like Eating Well’s
Healthy in a Hurry. Go to http://
www.eatingwell.com/shop/
healthy_in_a_hurry_app_for_
iphone_and_ipod_touch_ipad_
android
Once you are in the game
• Stay hydrated. Sipping
on a glass of cold water or ice
throughout the event helps keep
you feeling full and staves off
the dehydration that comes
from eating too many high-sugar, high-salt goodies. Dehydration can actually mimic hunger;
tempting you to eat more when
in reality, you’re just thirsty.
• Practice portion control. It’s
nice to dig into your favorite
holiday treats. However, the

extra effort required later to
work off the calories should
be reminders for portion control. So, eat what you want, just
keep your portions reasonable,
chew food slowly and keep return trips to a minimum.
• Size matters! The bigger
the plate you are eating from,
the more food you are likely
to eat. Use smaller plates at the
buffet line as they can help with
portion control. There is something about seeing an empty
plate that helps us feel satisfied
whether the container is large
or small.
• Be mindful. Eat food because you’re hungry, not because it’s there. Make a deliberate decision to control so-called
recreational eating. Eat with
your appetite, not with your
eyes. Examine what’s available, and then decide what you
really want.
• Eat slowly. The stomach
needs about 20 minutes to tell
the brain that it’s feeling full.
But when food is gulped down,
by the time the stomach sends
its fullness signal to the brain,
you’ve probably already eaten
too much food and too many
calories. Fill up your plate, eat
slowly and then put the brakes
on for a while so that your
stomach can send its fullness
signal to your brain.
• Veg out on veggies first.
Filling up on healthy, low-

calorie, high-fiber vegetables
instead of high-fat, high-sugar,
high-salt and high-caffeine
treats will make you feel full
without the drawbacks of dehydration, nervousness, weight
gain and overeating.
• Share the holiday spirit –
and your food. Save calories
by splitting treats with another
person.
• Enjoy yourself. They don’t
call it “the most wonderful time
of the year” for nothing! But
rather than focusing on food,
allow yourself to enjoy the personal relationships, the meaning of the season, personal
reflections, renewed spiritual
dedication, holiday games, fun
and memories you’re blessed to
have.
Additionally, remember that
healthy eating is only half the
battle. You also need to stay
physically active. Try these
easy steps to burn more holiday
calories:
• Maintain or slightly increase your regular exercise
program. This will help decrease your appetite, keep your
metabolism high and give you
a little caloric leeway for those
sweet treats.
• Take a walk after a heavy
meal. As tempting as laying on
the couch afterward may be,
taking a short walk instead will
actually help your body digest
your food.

South Africa

In this Dec. 1, 2014 file photo a man makes a call on a mobile phone as he
passes World AIDS Day banners on the perimeter of an office building in
Sandton, Johannesburg, South Africa. A new vaccine against HIV, called
HVTN 702, is to be tested in South Africa.
By Stuart Graham
Associated Press
JOHANNESBURG – A new
vaccine against HIV, to be tested
in a trial to be launched in South
Africa Wednesday, could be “the
final nail in the coffin” for the
disease if it is successful, scientists say.
The study, called HVTN 702,
aims to enroll 5,400 sexually
active men and women aged
between 18 and 35 at 15 sites
across South Africa.
It will be the largest and most
advanced HIV vaccine clinical
trial to take place in South Africa, where more than 1,000 people a day are infected with HIV.
“If deployed alongside our
current armory of proven HIV
prevention tools, a safe and effective vaccine could be the final
nail in the coffin for HIV,” Anthony Fauci, director of the U.S.
government’s National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), said in a statement
released ahead of the trial.
“Even a moderately effective
vaccine would significantly decrease the burden of HIV disease
over time in countries and populations with high rates of HIV
infection, such as South Africa,”
he said.
The vaccine being tested in
HVTN 702 is based on a 2009
trial in Thailand, that was found
to be 31.2 percent effective at
preventing HIV infection over
the 3.5 years of follow-up after
the vaccination.

The new vaccine aims to provide greater and more sustained
protection and has been adapted
to the HIV subtype that predominates in southern Africa.
“HIV has taken a devastating
toll in South Africa, but now we
begin a scientific exploration
that could hold great promise for
our country,”said Glenda Gray,
chief executive officer of the
South African Medical Research
Council.
“If an HIV vaccine was found
to work in South Africa, it could
dramatically alter the course of
the pandemic.”
Volunteers for the study, funded by NIAID, are being randomly assigned to receive either the
vaccine regimen or a placebo.
All participants will receive five
injections over a year.
Participants who become infected with HIV in the community will be referred to local
medical providers for care and
treatment and will be counselled
on how to reduce their risk of
transmitting the virus.
South Africa has more than 6.8
million people living with HIV,
but the country has had remarkable success in rolling out an
HIV drug treatment program,
which the government says is the
largest in the world.
Life expectancy, which sank as
the epidemic grew, has rebounded from 57.1 years in 2009 to
62.9 years in 2014.
Results of the vaccine study
are expected in late 2020.
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BOOK REVIEW:

“THE GAY
PREACHER’S WIFE”
LYDIA MEREDITH
C.2016, GALLERY BOOKS
$16.00 / $22.00 CANADA • 244 PAGES

BY

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
The flowers were a very nice
touch.
They greeted you from the
kitchen counter just as you got
home, and were followed by a
romantic dinner, candlelight conversation, and a quiet evening
at home. It was a gift from your
spouse, who often has many surprises for you. But, as in the new
book “The Gay Preacher’s Wife”
by Lydia Meredith, some surprises aren’t so welcome.
Born into a large southern family, Lydia Meredith had a “strict

Christian upbringing” that kept
her somewhat sheltered until she
went to college. Her first year at
Vanderbilt, she says, was “a real
culture shock,” in part because
she’d had little experience with
dating and no experience with sex.
That changed at college, and
so did Meredith. Gone was the
scared little mouse, replaced by
a confident young woman who
landed a high-paying job, bought
her own home, and dealt with
racism in the workplace. It was a
good life but Meredith was lonely,
and she prayed to God for someone to love.

God, she says, told her that
Dennis Meredith would be her
husband.
That was an odd notion, since
Meredith had had little contact
with her church’s youth pastor. He
was a charismatic preacher and
she wasn’t sure she liked the way
he spoke from the pulpit. She’d
barely even acknowledged that he
existed but from then on, she says,
“I could not take my… mind off
this man…”
She was not, therefore, surprised when Dennis asked her out.
Their romance was not without
its problems.

Dark novel haunt’s author’s
ex-wife in Hitchcock-style
suspense thriller

Tom Ford’s Nocturnal Animals features Jake Gyllenhaal and Michael Shannon.
By Kam Williams
Columnist
Susan Morrow (Amy Adams) hears from her estranged, ex-husband Edward (Jake Gyllenhaal) for
the first time in almost 20 years when he mails her
an advance copy of his upcoming novel, “Nocturnal Animals.” Not only is she surprised to discover
that he’s dedicated the book to her, but that he’d
like to get together for dinner the next time he’s in
Los Angeles.
Far more unsettling is Edward’s semi-autobiographical manuscript which seems to be making
thinly veiled references to their failed marriage.
While Susan had managed to move on with her
life, it is suddenly apparent to her that he’d remained stuck in the past and might be now rehashing their relationship as a literary form of therapy.
After all, back when they were dating, Susan
had been warned by her imperious, well-heeled
mother (Laura Linney) that she’d regret tying the
knot with a romantic, aspiring writer from a relatively humble background. Sure enough, the family matriarch knew best, as the mismatched couple
did eventually divorce.
However, while Susan went on to become a
celebrated art curator and to remarry a businessman (Armie Hammer) who could afford to keep
her living in the lap of luxury, Edward has yet to
achieve anything approaching their level of success. Instead, the emotionally stunted scribe has
ostensibly been venting all of his angst in an opus
that only frightens his former wife.
It is abundantly clear that the novel’s unstable
protagonist, Tony Hastings (Jake Gyllenhaal), is
based on Edward, and that the salacious series of
events chronicled in the oft-gruesome text are the
product of a terribly troubled mind. The only reason Susan might even entertain the idea of a rendezvous with a man she hasn’t even spoken to in a
couple decades, against her better judgment, is the
fact that she’s just learned that her second hubby
is having an affair.
So, unfolds Nocturnal Animals, a cerebral suspense thriller directed and adapted by Tom Ford
from the Austin Wright best seller, “Tony and
Susan.” The movie marks the fashion designer’s
overdue sophomore foray into cinema following
his sterling 2009 debut, A Single Man.
This latest offering revolves around a sublime
deconstruction of Susan’s shifting mental state,
from her present-day predicament, to flashbacks
of her relationship with Edward, to her perspec-

tive of disturbing scenes from his unpublished
novel. A haunting deconstruction, worthy of
Hitchcock, of a vulnerable socialite’s very fragile psyche.
Kam Williams can be reached at kam_williams@hotmail.com.

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Mutilate
4. Resent
10. Bullfight cheer
11. Dislike
12. Disrespect
13. Ice deliverer
14. Riddle
16. Estimated time of arrival
17. Restaurant listing
18. Physician’s assistant
20. New Hampshire (abbr.)
22. Parent teacher groups
26. Ocean
29. Spookily
31. Ashen
33. Skin
34. Equipping
35. Winder malady
36. Attractive
37. Drain
© Feature Exchange

DOWN
1. Computer phone
2. Tight at the top, flaring at the
bottom (2 wds.)
3. Tree product
4. Grisly
5. Summary
6. Utilize
7. Interbreeding population within
a species
8. Tiny insect
9. Volcano
15. Weapon
19. April (abbr.)
21. Ketchup maker
23. Quarrels
24. Birds “thumb”
25. Pancake topper
26. Baths
27. Gain
28. __ matter
30. Jumpy
32. Movie star Taylor

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

Meredith says he was not her
type, that she wanted someone
to whom she could “marry up.”
She didn’t want to be a preacher’s
wife like the “miserable” First
Lady of her childhood church.
Still, Meredith married Dennis,
settled down, and things got better before they got worse.
Shortly after their third son
started school, Meredith began
“to see some changes in Dennis…
but I couldn’t put my finger on it.”
He seemed preoccupied, and she
blamed their harried life until she
found a gay porn video and Dennis admitted to Meredith that he

was bisexual, maybe gay. He was
sleeping with men – lots of them
– and Meredith began practicing
“denial, suppression, and avoidance!”
Until she couldn’t any longer…
There’s a really good story inside “The Gay Preacher’s Wife.”
Somewhere.
Author Lydia Meredith goes
off-topic so often that readers will
need to be light on their toes, so
to speak. When her (not altogether
unusual) story is told chronologically, it’s very good – Meredith
can be outraged and outrageous,
all in the same paragraph – but

random, seemingly irrelevant
bits found between those linear
parts can ruin the mood imparted.
Worse, it takes a minute to get
back into the spirit of what was
being said, somewhat like trying
to make sense of three simultaneous TV shows.
Which leads to this: there’s a
lot of drama in this book, which is
tiresome. If you can overlook all
that, you’ll like “The Gay Preacher’s Wife.” If not, well, you won’t
want to touch it.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.
com.
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piggly wiggly
November 30 - December 6, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com
USDA CHOICE BEEF

BONELESS CHICKEN

T-BONE
STEAKS
$ 99

6

2

FAMILY PACK BEEF

CHUCK
ROAST

3

CHUCK
STEAKS

GROUND
CHUCK

$ 49

$ 49

2

PER LB.

$ 99

PER LB.

SAVE ON

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

BREAKFAST
PORK CHOPS

$ 69

$ 99

GROUND
TURKEY

1

/5
16 OZ.

2 $

SQUEEZE BTL.

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SMOKED
SAUSAGE

HUNT'S
KETCHUP

POTATO
CHIPS

$ 99

$ 00

¢

1

3

79

24 OZ.

16 OZ.

5 OZ. BAG

FRESH PRODUCE
JUMBO IMPORTED

CANTALOUPES

1
EACH

$ 99
FLORIDA BAGGED

ORANGES

2

4 LB. BAG

$ 49

VINE RIPE SLICING

TOMATOES

99
PER LB.

¢

NEW CROP RUSSET

POTATOES

1

4 LB. BAG

$ 29

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS
PIGGLY WIGGLY SPREAD

/5
3$
/5
4$
/3
5$
/5
4$
/5
5$
/5

3$
MARGARINE
................................
45 OZ. TUB

BUTTERBALL

PER LB.

CONECUH

1

PER LB.

FAMILY PACK

4

PER LB.

1

PORK
CHOPS
$ 19

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE

PER LB.

QUARTER LOIN

BREAST
TENDERS
$ 00

PER LB.

SAVE ON

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

PIGGLY WIGGLY STICK

CHEESE
......................................
8 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY BUTTER ME NOT

BISCUITS
.................................
10 CT. CAN

SELECT SUNNY D CITRUS

PUNCH
.....................................
64 OZ.

SELECT PIGGLY WIGGLY FROZEN

VEGETABLES
.....................................
16 OZ.

PIGGLY WIGGLY FROZEN

GREENS
.....................................
16 OZ.

CRINKLE CUT/TATER TOTS

ORE IDA
$ 99
POTATOES
................................

4
MR. P'S PIZZA 4/$3
5 LB. BAG

ASSORTED TOPPINGS

5.2 OZ. ....................................
ASSORTED FLAVORS

BLUE BUNNY
ICE CREAM.................... 2 $
56 OZ. SQUARE CTN.

/6

