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Jackson Public School District placed on probation

By Othor Cain
Contributing writer

It took just under 45 minutes
for the state’s second-largest
school district to learn its fate
Aug. 16, when the Commission
on School Accreditation voted
to downgrade the Jackson Public
School District’s accreditation
status to “probation.”
The downgrade was in response to an audit of 22 schools

that found the
district in violation of the state’s
accreditation
standards.
Paula VanderGray
ford, executive
director of the state Education
Department’s accreditation office, led the discussion that delivered the unwanted grade to JPS.
Vanderford said, “Out of all

the findings within the report,
the state recommended the probationary status because of two
findings: maintaining a safe
school environment and the district’s graduation requirements.”
It was noted in the report that
schools were regularly without fire extinguishers, evacuation plans and smoke detectors.
Broken windows, inoperable air
conditioners and toilets were also

highlighted.
JPS Superintendent Cedrick
Gray, who was not allowed to address the commission during the
hearings spoke to members of the
media after the meeting. “The sky
isn’t falling … this isn’t a funeral
for JPS,” Gray said. “We will get
through this, and we will address
every concern.”
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What does probation mean for JPS?

The probation status for JPS gives the district 60 days to create a
corrective action plan and timeline. No programs will be affected.
Students attending high schools, whose accreditation has been
assigned probation, will continue to receive Carnegie unit credits that
count toward meeting graduation requirements. Students who meet the
graduation requirements established by the district and the Mississippi
State Board of Education will be awarded a diploma. Admission to any
Mississippi Institution of Higher Learning or any Mississippi community
or junior college is based on the specific criteria required by the
individual institution. As such, the probationary status should not affect
a student’s ability to enter college.

House District 72
candidates share plans

Floodwaters
recede as
determination
continues
By Michael Kunzelman,
Melinda Deslatte and Kevin Mcgill
Associated Press

vant leader,” said she recognizes
that in order to be effective she must
cross the aisle.
While Green said there were
some good things that came out of
the recent Legislative session, Kennedy, who has worked with Dress
For Success – an organization that
helps women re-enter the workforce
– and various other community organizations, said it was the “worst
by far for the city of Jackson.” She

ALBANY, La. – The smell of muddy water hung
heavy in the air as people began sorting through waterlogged belongings and ripping out carpets Wednesday
in flood-wracked southern Louisiana, which now faces
a long-term challenge of how to house thousands of
displaced people.
Even as the water receded in some areas, it was rising in other communities downstream, sending people
fleeing to shelters.
Officials painted a stark picture of the crisis: at least
40,000 homes damaged and 11 people killed in some
of the worst flooding in Louisiana history. More than
30,000 people have been rescued since Friday.
More than 110 state highways remained closed
Wednesday, along with even more local roadways.
Amid scattered reports of looting, Louisiana Gov.
John Bel Edwards said parishes with widespread damage were being placed under curfew as of Tuesday
night.
Residents and business owners in the town of Albany repeatedly noted that the area had never flooded
before – and flood insurance wasn’t required.
As the water receded, people donned surgical masks
and began the back-breaking job of ripping out soggy
carpet, drywall and insulation. They cleared out spiders and cockroaches that had bubbled up through the
sewer grates.
Some businesses already have placed huge garbage
bins out front to hold ruined inventory and soggy debris. In residential areas a powerful stench wafts off
huge piles of sodden garbage, soaked upholstery and
carpets and discarded appliances.
Chris Bankston was with workers mucking out his
family owned auto parts store Wednesday. He said his
father opened the business nearly 70 years ago. Water
had never gotten within 200 yards of his business until
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Candidates for House District 72 participated in a public forum Tuesday at Fresh Start Christian Church. Pictured are Theresa G. Kennedy (from left), Synarus Green, Debra Gibbs and A. Shae Buchanon-Williams. The election is Aug. 23. PHOTO BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

Election is Aug. 23

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Four candidates in the running
for District 72 Mississippi House
of Representative fielded questions
from moderators and the audience
during a forum Tuesday evening
at Fresh Start Christian Church in
North Jackson.
Candidates who participated in
the forum were Theresa G. Kennedy, Synarus Green, Debra Hendrix

Gibbs and A. Shae BuchanonWilliams. The forum was organized by Women for Progress and
S.T.A.N.D., a coalition of women’s
organizations and support groups.
The Aug. 23 special election is
to fill the seat vacated by Kimberly
Campbell, who was re-elected in
November but recently left the Legislature for a position as state director of AARP.
All the hopefuls expressed commitments to working on better funding for public education and better

health care options for Mississippians.
All, too, said they recognized that
as Democrats they would be stepping into an arena ruled by a Republican majority.
Green, a Legislative/Congressional liaison for the city of Jackson said, “This is not the first time
we’ve had to deal with a super majority. This is not a time to be passive.”
Buchanon-Williams, a former
Marine who called herself a “ser-
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Conference empowers women to stay strong, healthy

Inside

By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
More than 100 women from all walks
of life were rejuvenated after attending
the What IF Women’s Health and Empowerment Conference at 6 p.m. Aug.
12, at the Mississippi e-Center at Jackson State University.
The gathering was the second annual
Stilettos on the Pavement conference
presented by Another Family Gathering. The purpose of the conference was
to challenge the status quo that women
cannot work together and to empower
and educate women on being healthy.
Stilettos on the Pavement is described
as an experience allowing professional

Check out scenes
from the CBC’s
conference in
Tunica
Page 5

Stilettos on the Pavement and Flats on the Pavement representatives are (from left)
Dee Bookert Nixon, Lillian Garrett, Maya Avery Jenkins, Tameka Garrett, Kim Robinson,
Genetra Robinson, Latasha McGill and Kynnedi Henry. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
and business women to network.
For younger women, age 18-25,

Simon Manuel’s
gold medal is
not just for her
Page 20

Flats on the Pavement offers a way to
build and maintain business relation-

Actor Nate Parker
accepts Sundance
Award, creates
youth fellowship
Page 22

ships, become entrepreneurs and support each other through challenges specific to their age group. Events are held
throughout the year.
Stilettos on the Pavement founder,
Tameka Garrett, kicked off the conference with a skit where she walked
around the room showing women the
freedom and power of taking off their
layers – literally and figuratively.
“My point to you is to begin to take
these layers off. I, Tameka, am not always comfortable with who I am … I
have to be free to be me … I have to
be able to say ‘I’m here,’” Garrett said.
She encouraged the women to treat
other women the same regardless of

whether they don sweat pants or are
dressed to the nines.
“We all have things that we are striving and trying and crawling and praying to get through,” she said. “In Stilettos, there is no judgment, but there is
taking off layers. This is a safe haven
for people who are ready to be supportive.”
Speakers for the conference touched
on a variety of topics including physical and mental abuse, child molestation, mental health, faith and stress.
Latasha McGill, 39, of the Tasha

Conference
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referred to “attacks” on education and health care, pointing
out the state’s refusal to accept
funding to expand Medicaid.
Panelist Peter Stewart III
posed a question to the candidates regarding the effort by
officials outside Hinds County
to take control of the Jackson
Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, something
he considered a disrespectful
gesture toward the city. “How
would you teach the GOP to
respect citizens of District
72?” Stewart asked.
“When we were made aware
of the airport issue, we hit the
ground running to circumvent
that,” Green said.
Buchanon-Williams
said
the key would be building
coalitions with Jackson and
Hinds County officials to address such matters.
Joy Redmond, anchor of
MSNews Now, asked the
candidates about their understanding of the role of a legislator.
“A legislator is a person who
has a servant’s heart, someone
who is engaged with the community,” said Gibbs, an attorney who was voted Parent of
the Year by the state’s PTA.
Answering a question from
the Rev. James Henley Jr.,
pastor of Fresh Start Christian
Church, about state tax laws
(basically no offer-and-compromise option on state taxes)
he believes adversely effects
African Americans, Green and
Kennedy said educating the
public on rules is key to gaining relief.
Said Green, “Tax relief isn’t
there, and people don’t know
the rules.” This, he said, has
made Mississippi more palpable for payday lenders.

He said that is something he
would work to remedy.
Kennedy said teaching tax
literacy all over the state is
important and making sure tax
preparers are legitimate. Some
people have been harmed by
having people do their taxes
who were not competent to do
so.
Addressing questions concerning high unemployment
rates in the state, especially
among African Americans, all
the candidates pointed to better education as the starting
point for improvement.
“Unemployment
comes
from lack of education,” said
Gibbs. “We are doing a disservice to children in not educating them.”
Green said, “The solution is
two-fold – create jobs and jobready people.” The state can’t
survive off a single industry,
such as Continental Tires or
Nissan, so opportunities must
be created for small businesses to thrive, he said.
Asked if they supported a
state lottery, all candidates
said they wouldn’t propose
legislation but would not oppose it if proposed by someone else.
Because the forum was in a
church, some were hesitant to
answer that question.
“I’m sorry Rev. Henley, but
…” Buchanon-Williams said.
She mentioned that Mississippians are “crossing the river”
into Louisiana and spending
their money there on lottery
tickets.
Green said he would need to
see a plan on where revenues
would go before deciding to
support a lottery.
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.

Mac Chronicles, shared her story of overcoming being a young
mother in an abusive marriage as
well as shifting the course of her
life after leaving New Orleans
following Hurricane Katrina.
McGill had her first child at 17
and by the age of 25, she had four
daughters. Despite some parenting experts’ suggestions that parents shouldn’t be friends with
their children, McGill claims
her daughters as her best friends.
When she comes home to them
at the end of the work day, she
can hardly put down her purse
before they are hugging her.
The journey hasn’t been total bliss, though. She endured
judgmental, hopeless questions
and statements along the way
on why was she having another child, how was she going to
raise them and go to school, etc.
Some offered to help but with
conditions of not being inconvenienced themselves.
“See people will do those
things and tell you those things
to try and stop you from walking
in your power and in your purpose,” McGill said.
Before her youngest daughter
turned 1, McGill and her daughters moved into a homeless shelter in New Orleans in December
2002. The move was prompted
after McGill was attacked by her
husband at the time.
In a tiny room of the shelter
with her daughters McGill recalled just sitting and crying
saying, “God I can’t believe this
is my life … but at the same time

Latasha McGill shared her testimony of being a young mother
and leaving an abusive marriage.
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Dr. Nanetta Payne shared how
women should deal with myriad
“emotional bags.”

Joy Redmond gave the keynote
address at the conference.

I still had my strength in God.”
They continued going to
church every Sunday. Eventually, she saved money, moved, got
a divorce and went to college.
Then Hurricane Katrina hit.
McGill and her girls came
to Jackson and stayed with an
aunt and great things began to
take place in her life, including
graduating from college. She
summed up her message by telling all women to not let anything
stop them from accomplishing
what God has for them.
“When you walk into your
power and walk into your purpose, bring someone else along
with you,” McGill said.
Dr. Nanetta Payne of Payne
Behavioral Health shared the
importance of mental wellbeing. Before speaking, she
strutted throughout the room as
Erykah Badu’s “Bag Lady” song
played. Several attendees sang

along.
Payne presented the analogy
that women carry a lot of emotional bags.
“The question is not whether
we are carrying bags … the
question is how many, how large
… what goodies and secrets lurk
inside those bags,” Payne said.
“Because if we are honest with
ourselves, ladies, we have stuff
inside these bags that we don’t
want anyone to know about.”
The bags represent our consciousness, Payne said, and they
contain such things as shame,
pain, regrets and myriad fears
of failure, success, responsibility, abandonment, rejection and
getting old.
One way to deal with “their
bags” is to do self-assessment,
according to Payne.
“When was the last time mentally you stopped and cleaned
up some stuff,” said Payne, who

recommended developing a routine of checking in mentally.
In her message to attendees,
Redmond shared points of enduring life’s unexpected storms.
She also reminded the women
how special they were, how God
carefully crafted them and how
she was trusting God through a
recent family issue.
Her solution was prayer, activating your faith and turning the
situation over to God.
“When your sister calls you,
just pray, and you don’t have
to know the details,” Redmond
said. “That thing is so deep that
you don’t have a choice but to
put it in God’s hands.”
For more information on Stilettos on the Pavement, visit
http://www.stilettosonthepavement.com.
Shanderia K. Posey can be
reached at sposey@mississippilink.com.
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The report also noted the district
did not have records proving graduated students had completed the required number of Carnegie units or
had a passing score on all four of
the high school exit exams.
“We agree with a lot of the findings, but we also contend that some
of them were based on subjective,
rather than objective criteria,” Gray

said. “With the issue of graduation,
we maintain that all of our students
graduated based on state standards,
but if a document was missing from
a student’s file, that places that student in jeopardy.”
Before the Aug. 16 hearing, JPS
began correcting some of the audited problems. “This is a process
we embrace,” Gray said. “I’m

confident in my team, and we will
work to continue building stronger
schools together.”
Gray opted not to take the Commission’s recommendation of a
hearing 10 days after the audit was
released saying, “We didn’t feel as
if we had enough information and
we didn’t want to appear as if we
were ‘fighting’ the state.’”

the weekend, he said.
In the town of Sorrento,
James Lane was getting to
work cleaning his house –
something familiar to him
from Hurricane Katrina in
2005.
“I can’t even think about
what to do, just got to go with
it as it comes in,” Lane said.
“We actually lost everything
in Katrina, came here 10 years
later, lost everything again.”
Officials have been going house to house to ensure
everyone was accounted for.
They also searched countless
cars caught in the flooding.
“I don’t know if we have a
good handle on the number of
people who are missing,” the
governor said.
About 68,000 people have
signed up for assistance from
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, and the number is expected to rise. Twenty
parishes were included in the
federal disaster declaration.
And help was coming from
quarters beyond the federal
government.
Performer Taylor Swift told
The Associated Press she is
donating $1 million to flood
relief.
“The fact that so many
people in Louisiana have been
forced out of their own homes
this week is heartbreaking,”
the 26-year-old said in a statement.
Entertainer Lady Gaga also
said she’s donating an unspecified amount to flood relief efforts
In Livingston Parish, one
of the hardest-hit areas with
about 138,000 people, an official estimated that 75 percent
of the homes were a total loss.
Officials from Livingston
Parish were in Baton Rouge
on Tuesday to talk to federal
officials about getting temporary housing for their first responders – a sign of the housing crunch likely to come with
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Mississippi affected by floods
Gov. Phil Bryant declared a state of emergency Aug. 13, for
Adams, Amite, Pike, Wilkinson and any other counties affected by
heavy rainfall and severe flooding.
The National Weather Service in Slidell reported 14.17 inches of
rain in Gloster and 9.5 inches in Woodville in Wilkinson County
and 8.5 inches of rain in Liberty in Amite County over the last 48
hours. Several roads affected by flooding in south Mississippi.
“I want to make sure all Mississippians that were forced out of
their homes by this flooding are taken care of,” Bryant said. “This
state of emergency will ensure state resources are available to all
local governments that need help.”

A growing pile of debris sits outside the flood-ravaged home of
Carolyn and James Smith in Denham Springs, La., Aug 17. Smith
says she and four other adults will live for the time being in the
travel trailer that one of her sons towed to the driveway after weekend flooding inundated the area. AP PHOTO/KEVIN MCGILL
so many people out of their
homes for weeks and perhaps
months.
Rivers and creeks were still
dangerously bloated south of
Baton Rouge as water drained
toward the Gulf of Mexico.
Nearly 800 evacuees waited
Tuesday in a makeshift Red
Cross shelter in Gonzales at
the Lamar Dixon Expo Center,
a multipurpose facility that has
hosted rodeos, car and truck
shows and concerts.
Floyd Melancon, 71, and his
partner, Judy McGehee, 61, remained in the dark about how
much water – if any – their
Prairieville home received.
“My neighbor sent me a picture. Water was in the yard. I
don’t know where it’s at right
now,” Melancon said. “Judy
and I think it’s come up since

then.”
In the house for 14 years,
the couple lacks flood insurance to cover repairs.
“We weren’t in a flood zone.
It had never flooded before,”
McGehee said.
Without flood insurance,
homeowners are prone to
draining savings accounts and
relying on federal disaster programs to rebuild and repair.
Insurance Commissioner
Jim Donelon said in hard-hit
Baton Rouge only 12 percent
of residences are covered by
flood insurance, and 14 percent in Lafayette – what he
called “shocking.”
The governor said he is
worried about “battle fatigue”
setting in as rescuers and residents deal with day upon day
of stress.
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BCBS of Mississippi, Habitat
for Humanity MCA dedicate
first tobacco-free home

Friends, family and supporters of Bonita Johnson came to celebrate the dedication of her home Aug. 12, along
with board members of Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area and leaders with Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Mississippi, which provided support to build the home.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Mississippi and Habitat for
Humanity Mississippi Capital
Area dedicated its third home
in less than two years as part of
a Covenant Build project.
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Mississippi’s employee volunteer program, Team Blue, provided 100 percent of the volunteer labor for the project during
the seven-week build process.
More than 100 members of
Team Blue, along with Habitat
for Humanity construction volunteers, worked on Saturdays
beginning in April and continued through June to build the
first ever tobacco-free home for
Bonita Johnson and her three
sons.
All future homes built with
the support of Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Mississippi will
be tobacco-free.
“As a health and wellness
company, Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Mississippi understands the correlation between
decent housing, the health of
our citizens and the vitality of
our community,” said Merrill

McKewen, executive director
of HFHMCA. “We are grateful for Blue Cross and Blue
Shield’s continued partnership and support as we invest
together in solutions that contribute to healthier families and
vibrant neighborhoods.”
“We thank Habitat and Blue
Cross and Blue Shield for helping out families like us so we
can have a safe and nice place
to live. I loved working with
Team Blue and learned a lot
from them,” said homeowner
Bonita Johnson.
“It was wonderful to work
alongside the future homeowner. She was so thankful to
us for our help and made sure
to wear blue bows to match our
Team Blue tee-shirts. Her enthusiasm was contagious,” said
Blue Team volunteer Claire
Jungling.
Representatives from Habitat
for Humanity, Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Mississippi, as
well as several members of the
Team Blue employee volunteer
program were on hand during
the dedication.
“Blue Cross and Blue Shield

of Mississippi is proud to continue supporting Habitat for
Humanity and their efforts to
provide affordable homes for
local families,” said Sheila Grogan, vice president, Community and Public Relations with
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Mississippi. “The efforts
of Team Blue will provide the
foundation for Bonita to build
a healthy family home. We are
pleased she chose to partner
with us for the first ever tobacco-free home, and we applaud
her commitment to providing a
healthy home environment for
herself and her children.”
Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Mississippi will begin work
on its fourth Habitat Home in
September for Alesia Gibbs and
her three sons.
To learn more about Team
Blue and Blue Cross & Blue
Shield of Mississippi’s community involvement, visit www.
bcbsms.com.
or more information about
Habitat for Humanity Mississippi Capital Area, call (601)
353-6060 or visit www.habitatmca.org.
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National, local leaders attend
CBC’s conference in Tunica
The Congressional Black Caucus Institute held its premier policy conference in Tunica, Aug.11-13.
Tunica is representative of the CBC Institute’s ongoing commitment to meeting its overall mission –
educating today’s voters and training tomorrow’s leaders. The policy sessions and luncheons provided
an opportunity for a cross section of committed individuals including community leaders, state and
locally elected officials, private sector leaders, labor leaders, academics and government officials to
join in discussions with members of Congress and highly qualified issue specific experts.
Policy seminars were strategically designed to bring clarity and elicit diverse thoughts on issues which
impact and affect the quality of life in minority communities specifically and all Americans in general.
The sessions were primarily directed toward identification of workable solutions to today’s problems.
Topics at these seminars generally include analysis of the impact of the Census and redistricting, health
care reform, energy and environment, broadband communications in underserved communities, as
well as the President’s Financial Reform Act and the new economy. There were also workshops on
disaster mitigation, minority contracting and the connection between saving our schools and saving our
children.
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Hinds County School
District Weekly Update!!!
Welcome to the
Hinds County School District

PHOTOS BY KEVIN BRADLEY

Ben Lundy
principal / BMS
I am excited to be the new
principal at Byram Middle
School. The school has a long
history of excellence and I
hope to help that tradition continue. There will be some things
that look a little different this
year. One change that will affect parents and students will
be very apparent upon entering
the campus. The bus rider and
car rider lines will be switched
for the 2016-2017 school year.
Car riders will be dropped off
and picked up in the front of
the building while buses will go
to the rear of the school. I look
forward to meeting the parents
and students August 4 at Open
house.

Bobby Taylor
principal / RES
To the Raymond Elementary School Family,
It is with great humility,
honor and joy that I greet you
as principal of Raymond Elementary School. As a lifelong

learner as well as a parent,
teacher, and administrator, I
share the passion and values
that you hold dear – quality educational experiences
which are rigorous and engaging and that prepare students
for post-college success.
I step into this role knowing that I am entering a wonderful place where children
are respected, staff is valued,
parents are appreciated, and
where every single student’s
needs are met. With the goal
of educating our children in
the best learning environment
possible, dedication and high
standards will continue to be
part of the culture under my
leadership.
Sincerely,
Bobby Taylor, Principal

Ashley Green
principal / GRI
It is a great day to be a Jr.
Bulldog…. Principal Ashley
Green and her assistant principals, Arthur Jones and Ashley
White, have hit the ROAD running at Gary Road Intermediate
School.
Since July 1, the leadership
team has been working diligently preparing for the upcoming
school year. We have hosted the
GRI’s Summer Teacher Retreat
on July 13th, along with focusing
on registration, test administration, PTO meetings, safety management and culture building
strategies for both students and
teachers. We are extremely excited about joining the GRI Lear

ning Community and anticipate a
productive and FUN year!
Gary Road Intermediate
School…..On the ROAD to
Success!

From the desk of
the superintendent
Welcome to the 2016-2017
school year. I hope you spent the
summer relaxing and enjoying
time with your family. Administrators, curriculum leaders and
teachers have devoted much of
the summer to analyzing student
work and performance data, updating curricula, and preparing
Professional Learning for teachers.
Many of our parents have been
attending our summer Parent
Academy designed to provide
them with information on Parent
Resources and how to access and
use those resources. Programs
covered include the following:
LiveBinder; School Messenger Tip Line;Testing/Grading;
SchoolWay Mobile App; HCSD
Facebook page; @hcsdschools
on Twitter; and the Superintendent’s Corner.
I also wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to those of you
who attended the Administrator’s
training and New Employee Orientation recently. I look forward
to working with each of you as
we continue to create a culture of
excellence in the Hinds County
School District.
Sincerely,
Delesicia Martin, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Education
Hinds County School District
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STRUT kids fashion show
STRUT kids fashion show was held Aug. 14, at The Railroad District in Jackson.
Proceeds went to the Cure Sickle Foundation. Sickle cell survivors as well as others
were models in the inaugural event of the foundation.
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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Alliance for Early
Learning Resources
announces Shared
Services conferences
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Alliance
for Early Learning Resources
will host four free conferences
across the state of Mississippi
geared toward childcare providers and administrators.
The 2016 Shared Service
Conferences will feature training sessions, workshops, and
a panel discussion. Each participant will also receive free
access to The Hub, an online
portal that provides childcare
providers and administrators
with up-to-date regulations
from DHS, administrative
documents and polices, financial tool, classroom resources
and the opportunity to purchase supplies at discounted or
wholesale prices.
Angela Carson, business development director, says the
Mississippi Alliance for Early
Learning Resources provides
training and conference opportunities for more than 1,500
(licensed) childcare centers
across the state which serve
nearly 30,000 pre-school aged
children.
Carson says these training opportunities for staff and
workers ultimately will provide
for a more efficient childcare
facility and will help administrators reinvest savings into en-

hancing the learning process or
environment.
Workshop topics include:
financial management, risk
management, classroom management, tax management, and
a “Getting to Know Your ECE
Organizations” panel discussion with state and local leaders in the early childhood field.
Attendees will receive six contact hours.
Attendees will receive six
contact hours for attending the
conference. Conference time,
date and location are as follows:
Aug. 20 - 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Greenville Higher Education
Center, 2900 Hwy 1 South in
Greenville.
Aug. 27 - 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
New Jerusalem Church, 5708
Old Canton Road in Jackson.
Sept. 15 - 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
Brown Baptist church (main
campus), 980 Stateliness Road
E., in Southaven.
Sept. 22 - 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
West Point Baptist Church, 184
Hatfield Road, in Hattiesburg.
Conference registration is
free. Pre-registration required.
To register, call William
Brown, program coordinator
at (601) 354-3356 or Erica
Jenkins (601) 965-0377 email
ejenkins@mscei.com.

NEWS BRIEFS

Jackson among top 10
nationally for producing
most AmeriCorps members
On. Aug., 16, the Corporation for National
and Community Service, the federal agency that
administers the AmeriCorps program, released the
rankings of the states and cities that generate the
most AmeriCorps members per capita. Jackson was
ranked in the Top 10.
Mississippi’s capital city was ranked No. 9 among
mid-sized cities. Providence, R.I., was ranked No. 1
in that category.
“Over the last two decades, nearly 1 million
AmeriCorps members have been an indispensable
resource for communities around the country,”
Wendy Spencer, CEO of the Corporation for National
and Community Service, the federal agency that
administers AmeriCorps, said in a CNCS press
release. “AmeriCorps members improve the lives of
millions of citizens and make a powerful and lasting
impact on the toughest challenges facing our nation.
I salute every AmeriCorps member for his or her
dedication and determination to ‘get things done’
for America, and congratulate all of this year’s top
AmeriStates and AmeriCities.”
In Jackson, Americorps members work with
nonprofit organizations and other groups to address
the food disparity that exists among senior citizens in
the city. The mission of the AmeriCorps Program is to
revitalize communities, improve the quality of life and

Board of Nursing donates school
supplies to Youth Villages

Members of the Mississippi Board of Nursing donated school supplies to Youth Villages Aug. 10. Pictured are Amy Adams, Youth Villages state
director (from left); Shirley Jackson, MBN board member; Dr. Lynn Langley, MBN executive director; Blake Ward, MBN board member; Shan
Montgomery, MBN director of Finance and Operations; Brett Thompson, MBN deputy director; and Kashea Johnson, Youth Villages community
relations coordinator.
Mississippi Link Newswire
On Aug. 10 the Mississippi
Board of Nursing donated school
supplies to children serviced by
Youth Villages.
Youth Villages supports children and youth with emotional,
behavioral and mental health
concerns by providing professional support and stable environments across the state of
Mississippi.
Members of the Mississippi
Board of Nursing and their staff
members collected school supplies at recent meetings and delivered the supplies to the Youth

enhance nutritional and educational awareness of
low-income individuals through community service.
Mayor Tony T. Yarber said Jackson’s ranking on
the list shows the city’s program is improving lives for
our seniors, as well as the individuals who serve in
the program.
“Our program is generating a more skilled
workforce and empowering our citizens through
health education. We’re honored to offer an
Americorps program,” Yarber said.
Americorps member benefits include an annual
living allowance of $12,530; health care insurance
for the AmeriCorps member; childcare if the member
is income eligible. Upon successful completion of
the program, the member will receive an education
award of $5,775 from the National Service Trust.

Jackson Medical Mall Foundation
presents SING! Jackson
The Jackson Medical Mall presents SING!
Jackson, a premier competition and showcase.
Showcase auditions will be held Aug. 26 - 28 at
Center Stage inside the Jackson Medical Mall, 350
W. Woodrow Wilson Ave, in Jackson.
Audition dates are Aug. 26, 5-8 p.m.; Aug. 27, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. ; and Aug. 28, 3-5 p.m.
Sing! Jackson is a new and exciting program that
seeks to discover, develop and display the best
young talent in the Jackson Metro Area. This event
is part of a broader youth-centered Community Arts
Initiative where the ultimate mission is to, develop
gifts, transform lives and heal communities.
Students who attend public or private schools in
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Villages headquarters in Ridgeland.
“The Mississippi Board of
Nursing governs nursing professionals across the state, and we
enjoy making a difference in our
communities,” said Blake Ward,
a member of the Board. “This
opportunity to donate to Youth
Villages allows us to impact students across the state and give
them a solid foundation for this
school year.” Ward is a nurse
anesthetist from Madison.
“What the Mississippi Board
of Nursing has done here today
truly warms my heart. Their gen-

erosity in providing school supplies will allow us to continue
to provide vital resources and
support to over 300 children and
families that we serve here in
Mississippi,” said Kashea Johnson, Youth Villages Community
Relations Coordinator.
“The self-esteem of students
can be tied to so many different
things,” said Shirley Jackson, a
member of the Board. “The Mississippi Board of Nursing wanted students to have supplies in
which they could take pride and
be prepared each day to meet
their educational goals.” Jackson

the Jackson area who fall within the following age
categories are eligible to participate: elementary
grades 2-5; middle school grades 6-8 and high
school grades 9-12.
Showcase winners will receive cash prizes,
trophies and more. There is no fee to participate.
Students interested in participating can sign
up at at: singjxn@jacksonmedicalmall.org . All
emails must include the student’s name, parent’s
name, phone number, school and grade. For
more information call the Jackson Medical Mall
Foundation at (601) 982-8467, or email singjxn@
jacksonmedicalmall.org.

Boyles will introduce the Presentation of Colors,
Pledge, as well as give his Boys & Girls Club
testimonial.
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Mississippi has
been the No. 1 child care facility in Jackson for 80
years.

Theme of Tougaloo Summit is
Black Lawyers (Still) Matter

Boys & Girls Clubs plan alumni
celebration, birthday party
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Mississippi’s
80th Birthday Party and Alumni Welcome Home
Party is set for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 23, at the
Capitol Unit Gym, 1450 W. Capitol St. in Jackson.
The alumni celebration will last from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. followed by the 80th Birthday Party from 1 – 2
p.m.
During the alumni celebration, former club
members will be able to catch up and reconnect with
one another. The guest speaker for this event will be
fellow BGCCM Club member, Don Overby. General
Durr Boyles, a Boys & Girls Clubs Alumnus, will also
take part in the event. Boyles is a dedicated alumnus
and sits on the Board of Directors for Boys & Girls
Clubs of Central Mississippi. Boyle was recently
appointed by Gov. Phil Bryant as the new General of
Mississippi.

Subscribe TODAY

is a licensed practical nurse from
Jackson.
Amy Adams, state director
of Youth Villages, said “As a
private, non-profit organization
serving children and families
statewide, collaborating with
other groups who can support us
in our work is integral to our success. We are very appreciative
to the MS Board of Nursing for
helping us provide school supplies to our young people to help
them start the year off great.”
For more information, contact
Camille Young at (601) 594-0945
or cyoung@cgagroup.com.

“Black Lawyers (Still) Matter” is the theme for the
Magnolia Bar Association’s 2016 Tougaloo Summit
set for 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 20 at Holmes Hall
Auditorium on the campus of Tougaloo College.
This annual event is aimed at keeping lawyers
from across the state abreast of important litigation
and legislation updates, as well as engaging the
broader community on issues that affect us all.
“African-American Mississippi attorneys are at
the forefront of some cutting edge litigation, and we
would like to showcase how these ground-breaking
efforts are setting the tone for the rest of the nation,”
said Karen T. Peairs, Esq., president of the Magnolia
Bar Association.
The 2016 Tougaloo Summit will kick off in the
morning with a series of panel discussions on issues
like education, criminal justice, and legislation. In
addition, the summit will include a voter registration
drive and a community forum that afternoon, where
candidates can introduce themselves to the broader
community.
For more information, contact Peairs at (662) 9156828 or via e-mail at ktpeairs@gmail.com.
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Event addresses impact of heart failure
in local African-American community
Mississippi Link Newswire
On Aug. 6, members of the
community, local organizations and Jackson-area health
care providers joined together
to raise awareness for heart
failure and its disproportionate
effect on African Americans.
According to data available from the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, Mississippi has the highest heart failure mortality rate
in the U.S. among blacks of
all ages. In Hinds and Rankin
counties, the heart failure mortality rates for blacks of all
ages are higher than the overall
rates in those counties.
The community event, hosted by Greater Bethlehem Temple Church as a part of the Live
To The Beat campaign, was
an interactive experience that
featured a panel presentation,
heart-healthy food tasting and
fellowship. Sponsored by Arbor Pharmaceuticals, LLC, the
event centered on how African
Americans can confidently take
control of their heart health and
help prevent heart failure.
“Heart failure is an everpresent issue in Jackson, but
we have an opportunity to address it – both individually and
as a community,” said Senator
Sollie B. Norwood, D-Jackson.
“Both citizens and leaders
must share the commitment to
change the impact of heart failure in our town. I’m encouraged by the discussions and

proactive steps attendees took
today to ‘Live To The Beat,’
and urge my fellow community
members to join me as we work
to improve heart health in Jackson.”
Anchorwoman Erin Pickens,
with ABC-affiliate 16 WAPT,
emceed the event, which included panelists Dr. Malcolm
Taylor, director of the Heart
Failure Clinic at St. Dominic
Hospital; Beverly Oliver, cardiovascular nurse practitioner
at St. Dominic Hospital; heart
failure patient Catherine Wilson; and Mangle L. Shanks,
Ph.D., department of outreach
and social services at Greater
Bethlehem Temple Church and
CEO of SHEETS, Inc.
The group shared their connections to heart failure, information about the condition
and perspectives on uniting the
Jackson community to fight the
issue locally.
At mobile iPad stations,
event participants took the
Live To The Beat pledge to
change the impact of heart failure in the African-American
community.
More than 60 people attended the event, where they
enjoyed a tasting of healthy
foods, received heart health
resources and took photos to
commemorate their pledges to
“Live To The Beat.”
“It’s important to Greater
Bethlehem Temple Church to
bring events like this to the

community because the outcome is a sense of both empowerment and support to take
control of one’s health,” said
Shanks. “We have a responsibility to help our community
live healthier lives, and we
hope this open dialogue and
partnership continues in order
to positively change health outcomes in Jackson.”
Heart failure is a serious condition that develops over time
as the heart loses its ability to
pump enough blood to meet
the body’s needs. Studies show
that African Americans carry
a higher risk for developing
heart failure than other racial
and ethnic groups.
“Through this event, we
hope the community understands that ‘living to the beat’
and changing the course of
heart failure is often a matter
of choice,” said Taylor. “We
joined together to raise awareness that lifestyle choices like
maintaining a healthy diet and
discussing heart health with
a health care provider can
change the course of heart failure – but this starts with selfeducation and accountability
for the health of ourselves and
our loved ones.”
To learn more about heart
failure, attendees and individuals in the community are
encouraged to visit LiveToTheBeat.com for resources for
healthy living and information
on heart failure.

More than 60 members of the community attended Live To The Beat Jackson at Greater Bethlehem Temple
Church to raise awareness and foster a dialogue about heart failure in the community. Panelists and participants
addressed the local impact of the condition by sharing personal experiences and perspectives.

Live To The Beat, a campaign sponsored by Arbor Pharmaceuticals, LLC, came to Jackson Aug. 6, to raise
awareness for heart failure, given its measured impact on the African-American community in the city and
surrounding areas. Participants were treated to an educational presentation and inspiring panel discussion
with (from left) moderator Erin Pickens and panelists Dr. Malcolm Taylor, Beverly Oliver, Catherine Wilson and
Mangle L. Shanks.

At iPad stations, event participants pledged to “Live To The Beat” by taking at least one action to change the
impact of heart failure, such as discussing heart health with their doctors or walking 30-40 minutes a day 3-5
times a week. On LiveToTheBeat.com, which is accessible by web and mobile, visitors are encouraged to take
the pledge to fight heart failure and explore resources to help commit to a healthier lifestyle.

Panelists representing different parts of the community initiated a dialogue about heart failure with participants
during Live To The Beat Jackson at Greater Bethlehem Temple Church. Afterwards the panelists showed their
shared commitment to improving heart health in Jackson. Pictured are (from left) Catherine Wilson, heart failure
patient; Beverly Oliver, cardiovascular nurse practitioner at St. Dominic Hospital; Dr. Malcolm Taylor, director of
the Heart Failure Clinic at St. Dominic Hospital; Mangle L. Shanks, department of outreach and social services
at Greater Bethlehem Temple Church and CEO of SHEETS, Inc.; and Broadcast Journalist Erin Pickens
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Hood calls for collaborative continuing effort
of leaders to improve mental health services
By Duvalier Malone
Special to The Mississippi Link
“A lawsuit filed Aug. 11, by
the U.S. Department of Justice
against the state of Mississippi
provides the most meaningful opportunity yet for leaders
to work together to continue
to improve the state’s mental
health system,” Attorney General Jim Hood said last week.
The federal government alleges that the state has violated
the Americans with Disabilities
Act by housing mentally ill individuals in institutions rather
than community settings. The
Department of Justice has filed
similar lawsuits in about a dozen states alleging violations of
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Olm-

stead decision.
“This lawsuit is a clarion call
to all of us in state leadership
to consider how we care for the
least among us and how we can
make it better,” Hood said. “I
see this litigation as a challenge
to our Legislature to find the resources we need to continue to
expand mental health services.
This is a clear opportunity for
our Legislature, mental health
professionals, our faith-based
community and all of us as
Mississippians to come together to determine an effective
way to address issues related
to our mental health delivery
system for years to come. It’s
our obligation as Christians
and people of faith to take care

of those who are unable to take
care of themselves. It’s time
for each of us to move forward
to better fulfill that fundamental responsibility.
“The state has made great
progress in expanding community mental health programs,
and we will continue to push
for expansion. We have come a
long way, but further work remains to be done.”
Hood said his office has been
negotiating with DOJ for several years in an effort to avoid
litigation, which is expected to
be a considerable cost to the
state at a time when tax cuts
have caused significant budget problems. However, Hood
refused to accept the federal

government’s demands for a
court-ordered consent decree
that would bind the state to perpetual federal oversight.
Hood had also hoped that
good-faith efforts to address
the state’s mental health needs
might allay the federal government’s concerns. Thus, the Attorney General has encouraged
lawmakers for years to allocate
additional resources to the Department of Mental Health. The
Legislature did provide some
extra funding in previous sessions, but this year actually cut
the Department’s budget by
$8.3 million. Since 2008, the
Department has been forced to
eliminate approximately 500
mental health beds, in addition

to 34 beds in 2016 because of
the Legislature’s budget cuts
and its refusal to provide additional money for mental health
programs.
“Not only did the Department of Mental Health take a
substantial budget hit, the Legislature did not agree to a request for more than $12 million
for community mental health
programs,” Hood said.
“That would have helped
us continue our expansion
of community-based mental
health services and kept us
moving in the right direction,
as we’ve consistently been doing already.”
The Attorney General noted
that Georgia has been involved

in similar litigation with DOJ
since 2010 and has already
spent more than $200 million.
“Until this year, we have
been effective in preventing
a lawsuit and saving the state
millions of dollars in anticipated expenses and attorneys’
fees,” Hood said. “Unfortunately, the Legislature this year
chose to put money toward
big corporate tax cuts rather
than meet the needs of those
among us who most need our
assistance. We are now in the
undesirable position of fighting
a lawsuit that will cost us even
more. It’s time to act on behalf
of our mentally ill residents
and invest in the care they deserve.”

Secretary of State reaches $4.7M settlement with Morgan Stanley
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Secretary of State Delbert
Hosemann has reached a settlement agreement with the investment firm Morgan Stanley Smith
Barney, LLC which maintains a
local branch office in Ridgeland,
Miss. Morgan Stanley will return
up to $4,243,815.28 to investors.
In addition, Morgan Stanley
will pay an administrative penalty of $100,000 to the State and
will reimburse the Division’s investigative costs of $400,000, for
a total settlement amount of $4.7
million.
The settlement concludes a

comprehensive, multi-year investigation conducted by the
Securities Division of the Office of the Secretary of State into
complaints from customers who
had investment accounts with
financial representatives at the
Ridgeland branch office and who
suffered inordinate losses.
“This is a significant settlement which is a culmination of
hard work by the Division on
behalf of investors,” says Secretary Hosemann. “It exemplifies
the important investor protection
role the Agency serves to safeguard our citizens through fair

regulation and enforcement and
hopefully deterrence.”
The Consent Order cites violations of Mississippi’s Securities regulations committed by
Morgan Stanley and its financial
advisors in the Ridgeland branch
office over a four year period.
Without admitting or denying
the Division’s allegations, Morgan Stanley has agreed to resolve
the investigation by establishing
a customer fund of $4.2 Million Dollars, which will return a
portion of the account losses to
eligible customers who elect to
participate.

Senators urge students to apply
for U.S. Senate Youth Program
Application deadline is Sept. 30; scholarship, trip offered
The Mississippi Link Newswire
U.S. Senators Thad Cochran
(R-Miss.) and Roger Wicker
(R-Miss.) recently encouraged eligible Mississippi high
school students to apply for the
2017 U.S. Senate Youth Program.
Two Mississippi high school
students will be selected to
represent the state at the 55th
annual USSYP Washington
Week in Washington, D.C., and
receive a $10,000 undergraduate scholarship. High school
seniors or juniors involved in
student government, civic or
educational organizations are
eligible for the week-long program. The selection process
is, in part, based on academic
achievement, leadership capabilities and public service.
“The U.S. Senate Youth
Program can be a valuable opportunity for students to learn
firsthand about American government,” Cochran said. “I
encourage all eligible students

to apply for this prestigious
scholarship program.”
“The Senate Youth Program
inspires students to develop
leadership skills and get more
involved in their communities,” said Wicker, who serves
as the Senate co-chair of the
2017 program. “Young Mississippians who are chosen
for this educational experience
will benefit from the opportunity to learn more about our
government and the value of
public service.”
The U.S. Senate established
the program in 1962 to introduce student leaders to the
federal government and public
policy. The USSYP Washington Week program includes
meetings with U.S. Senators, a
Supreme Court Justice, cabinet
secretaries, and other policymakers.
The USSYP includes scholarships and a week-long trip
(March 4-11, 2017) to Washington for each of the 104 del-

egates from all 50 states, the
District of Columbia, and the
Department of Defense Education Activity. The non-profit
Hearst Foundation fully funds
and administers the USSYP.
Mississippi’s 2016 Senate
Youth Program delegates were
Joseph Hasbrouck of Pascagoula and Jackson Wilkins of
Hattiesburg.
Interested students can visit
www.ussenateyouth.org
for
more information or access the
2017 USSYP brochure outlining the rules and selection process information here: http://
bit.ly/2aD9E5F. The deadline
to apply for the USSYP program is Sept. 30.
Students may also contact
their high school principal or
Mississippi’s state-level selection administrator Tiffany
Jones, director of Teacher Recruitment at the Mississippi
Department of Education, at
(601) 359-3631 or email TTJones@mdek12.org.

Alphas help Claiborne County
residents give away school supplies
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Delta Kappa Chapter of
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
at Alcorn State University spent
a day of their weekend to help
give back to the community.
The fraternity assisted Claiborne County residents in giving away school supplies to
area youth Aug. 6, at the Port
Gibson City Hall. Students
lined up at the City Hall to receive book bags, paper, binders

and folders.
Delta Kappa Chapter President Patrick Herbert Jr. felt
good about lending a helping
hand to the citizens of Port Gibson.
“It felt great to help Claiborne County residents give
away school supplies,” said
Herbert. “Seeing the smiles
and joy on the students’ and
parents’ faces made me very
happy. They were happy to see

people giving their time and assistance. It was a remarkable
experience.”
Herbert credited Chelshe
Archie, an Alcorn alumna and
librarian at Port Gibson High
School, for inspiring the fraternity to come out and participate
in the charitable event. He said
that they plan to do more community service in the Claiborne
County School District in the
future.

This fund will be funded by
Sept. 9. No customer is required
to participate in this settlement.
Participation is entirely voluntary
and any customer affected may
choose not to participate and pursue any legal remedy they deem
appropriate.
The customer fund has been
set up for the benefit of 259 accounts held by 213 investors
from 15 states. In Mississippi,
194 accounts were affected. Other states include Alabama (4), Arkansas (5), Arizona (2), California (2), Florida (5), Kentucky (2),
Louisiana (25), Minnesota (1),

North Carolina (4), Oklahoma
(1), Pennsylvania (2), Tennessee
(7), Texas (4) and Washington
(1).
The Secretary of State’s Office
will send letters to the eligible
customers to notify them about
the fund and give them an opportunity to participate.
The customers who elect to
participate must return a signed
notarized settlement agreement
to Trustmark Bank in order to
receive a payment. Trustmark
Bank will process the agreements
and issue the checks.
“Our office follows up on com-

Hospital honors
Lofton for 20 years of
service
Mississippi State Hospital recently honored employees with July anniversary dates for their years of service. Bonita Davis Lofton of Utica was recognized for
providing 20 years of service to the hospital. Lofton, a
Hinds Community College alumna, is a clerk in the Medical Records Department. Service Awards are given to
employees in the month of their date of hire, beginning
with one year and followed by every fifth anniversary
year. Employees receive a certificate of appreciation
and a Service Award Pin. The program is sponsored by
Friends of Mississippi State Hospital, Inc.

plaints as to violations of Mississippi security laws and takes
regulatory action when we discover this type of activity,” states
Secretary Hosemann. “Mississippians work too hard for their savings to be lost from these types of
reckless activities.”
A copy of the Consent Order
containing the details of the settlement will be available on the
Secretary of State’s website at
www.sos.ms.gov.
Investors with questions about
the Consent Order may contact
the Securities Division at (601)359-1334.
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JPS Million Father March gets
school year started on right foot
Mississippi Link Newswire
As part of the nationwide Million Father March, the Jackson
Public School District hosted a
march on the first day of school,
Aug. 9, to kick off the 2016-2017
school year.
The march began at Enochs
Building, 101 Dr. Dennis Holloway Dr., and ended at Poindexter
Elementary School, 1017 Robinson St. It served as a symbolic
action to encourage fathers, male
relatives and other male caregivers all over Jackson Public
Schools to take their children to
school on the first day. Nearly
800 men participated districtwide by taking their children to
school.
As they marched behind a commemorative banner, the march
participants chanted a call for
other men to “step up,” by becoming more engaged with their
students and schools. Poindexter WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of
Great Students) and a few of their
students, along with WATCH
D.O.G.S. from other schools,
joined Superintendent Cedrick
Gray, several district administrators, JPS WATCH D.O.G.S.
coordinator, JPS Campus Enforcement, Jackson Police Department, a few clergy members,
and other male stakeholders all

participated in the actual march
to this one location.
District WATCH D.O.G.S. Coordinator Fredrick Nolan stated
that, “the Million Father March
served to heighten public awareness and express the need to engage students’ fathers and male
role models as essential stakeholders in their education.”
“WATCH D.O.G.S. (Dads of
Great Students) is a national safeschool initiative of the National
Center for Fathering that seeks
to recruit the active engagement
among students’ fathers and male
role models in their educational
careers and schools.
“The goal of the Million Father
March and the WATCH D.O.G.S.
program have similar objectives;
therefore, it made sense when
Gray shared this with me for us to
participate in this national campaign,” Nolan continued.
The goal of this campaign is
to advocate active, engaged involvement among students’ fathers and male role models. Studies show that children who have
men regularly involved in their
education and social development have higher standardized
test scores, grades and graduation
rates and lower rates of suspension, expulsion, arrest and violent
behavior.

Jackson Public School Superintendent Cedrick Gray (in bow tie) and other district leaders headed a procession of men and scholars
during a march from the Enochs complex to Poindexter on the first day of school.

JPS grandfather walks with his grandchildren in the Million Father March from Enochs to Poindexter Elementary.

Student teachers prepare to
make their mark in education
Mississippi Link Newswire
As the 2016-2017 academic
year starts, several Alcorn State
University education majors are
setting their sights on beginning
their careers as teachers.
The student teachers participated in this year’s Pre-Service
Seminar in the Walter Washington Administration Classroom
Building in July.
The seminar is a program that
prepares student teachers for
various teaching tasks, legal issues in education, professional
knowledge and professional
practices in the field of elementary and secondary education.
Joycelyn Minor, a Woodville
native and vocal music education major, looks forward to not
only being a teacher, but also being a positive role model in her
students’ lives.
“I’m really excited about starting my career as a teacher,” said
Minor. “I believe that students
are our future, and I believe that
I can make a positive difference
in the lives of children.”

JPS students learn
video production at MPB

Alcorn State student teachers participated in the pre-service seminar
in the Walter Washington Administration Classroom Building in July.
Joseph Owens, a Pickens native and mathematics education
major, said that he’s excited
about teaching and watching
his students understand his concepts.
“I look forward to seeing the
students’ faces once they understand what I am teaching,” said
Owens. “This experience will
be great and I am overwhelmed
with emotions. I forward to being in charge of my own classroom.”
Kevin Campbell, a Natchez
native and health and physical
education major, plans to impact
his students with his knowledge

of sports. He also looks forward
to having a positive impact on
their health.
“I hope that I can break the
normal teaching style of physical education teachers by actually teaching them about different
sports,” said Campbell. “I also
plan to encourage my students
to live healthier lifestyles.”
LaShundia Carson, Ph.D.,
director of student teaching and
field experience in the Department of Education and Psychology, showed pride in her students for making it this far. She
looks forward to seeing their
progress.

CCC moving forward with $2
million Health Sciences expansion
Mississippi Link Newswire
A roughly $2 million project that will expand Coahoma
Community College’s Division
of Health Sciences is now moving forward.
In the spring of 2014, CCC
announced plans to renovate
Clarksdale’s former Department of Human Services building, donated to the college by
the state of Mississippi and the
Coahoma County Board of Supervisors after the construction
of a new DHS building.
The building, located on
Ohio Ave., sits adjacent to
CCC’s Robert G. “Brick” Mason Health Sciences Center and
will serve as its annex.
“We already had plans to add
about 4,000 square feet to our
existing Health Sciences build-

The Poindexter Elementary WATCH D.O.G.S. members joined the march
from Enochs to the school with their children in tow.

ing,” said CCC Chief of Staff
Jerone Shaw. “But instead of
expanding, we were given a
building that’s 8,900 square
feet, so we were able to double
our space.”
Since the announcement,
progress on the 12-month project has been halted until funding was secured. According to
Shaw, as a project of the State
of MS Bureau of Buildings and
Grounds, the institution was restricted from placing bids until a
completed budget was in place.
“We had to wait until we had
the capital improvement funds
available, and now that we do,
we’re able to move forward,”
he said.
The annex design renovations, prepared by ArchitectureSouth of Tupelo, include

classrooms and laboratories for
both the Paramedic/Emergency
Medical Technology and Polysomnography programs.
The building will also feature
several offices, break rooms and
a state-of-the-art simulation lab
for all five Health Science programs. CCC’s Associated Degree Nursing program, Practical
Nursing and Respiratory Care
programs will remain in the existing Health Sciences building.
Construction bids were
awarded to Timbo’s Construction of Cleveland and the project is expected to be completed
by August 2017.
“Hopefully there won’t be
too many rain or snow days so
that project can be completed
on time and on budget,” said
Shaw.

Murrah seniors Artez Gibson and Jerion Keyes; junior Ishmael Gray; sophomores Makallen Kelley, Raha
Maxwell and Taylor Sipp; and freshman Milan Walker were participants in MPB’s Can I Kick It? Summer
Institute. PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC BROADCASTING
Mississippi Link Newswire
Seven students from Murrah
High and one student from Callaway High recently learned video production techniques during
a digital media workshop hosted
by Mississippi Public Broadcasting.
The students were Murrah seniors Artez Gibson and Jerion
Keyes; junior Ishmael Gray;
sophomores Makallen Kelley,
Raha Maxwell and Taylor Sipp;
and freshman Milan Walker. Jameeka Smith, a senior at Callaway, also took part in the workshop.
“I really enjoyed the writing and directing part of it, but
my favorite was the editing and
post-production process,” said
Kelley. “When I get back I’ll
probably make a film with my
friends and teach them about everything I’ve learned here.”
These students joined 23 others from area high schools who
participated in the Can I Kick
It? Youth Movement Through
Media Summer Institute held at
MPB in late July.
The institute is part of Mississippi Public Broadcasting’s

Callaway senior Jameeka Smith
learned video production techniques during MPB’s institute.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC BROADCASTING

dropout prevention program.
Students are encouraged to take
their production skills back to
their schools and encourage
their peers to graduate from high
school and go on to college or
technical school.

Participants formed four production crews to create four
short videos or public service
announcements. For two weeks,
the students learned how to work
as a team to write, direct, act,
shoot video and edit.
The students and their instructors went out in the community to shoot their videos. They
learned production techniques
and strategies via class lectures
and hands-on training. Part of
the activities included a visit to
the Grammy Museum and the
Delta Music Institute. Students
showcased their films and performed live skits, songs and
dances for parents, friends and
MPB staff during a grand finale
celebration.
“Part of my goal is to give the
students the tools to tell their stories and hopefully impact their
peers effectively,” said Thabi
Moyo, lead coordinator for the
media institute.
In the coming months, MPB
TV plans to broadcast statewide
the student videos.
Watch the student videos at
www.mpbonline.org/education/
can-i-kick-it.
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Hinds CC partnership with industry
grows workforce on Mississippi River
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Tossing a heavy, 12-foot
mooring rope off a barge on the
Mississippi River is a calling
for some and simply a roughsounding job for others.
Chad Vickers and Garrett
Williams each have trained to
do this now, and, though they
took different paths to the “marine life,” they have specialized deckhand training through
Hinds Community College and
Golding Barge Line.
“It runs in my family,” said
Vickers, 24, a Vicksburg native
and Level 2 deckhand with the
River City-based barge company. “They’ve been on the
water all my life. My grandfather owned a ferry on the Yazoo
River and we all fished.”
This past winter, he completed a 7 ½-day deckhand training
course offered since 2014 and
paid for by the Department of
Labor’s Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College
and Career Training grant to
nine members of the Mississippi River Transportation, Distribution and Logistics consortium, of which Hinds is a part.
Although the grant ends in
October, the college and its
industry partners have worked
together to keep the training

Chad Vickers (left) and Garrett Williams (middle) received specialized deckhand training through Hinds Community College and Golding Barge
Line. Stirlin Hancock (right) is vice president of human resources at Golding Barge.
available to those who want to
enter the marine transport industry.
“The transportation sector
is one of the largest industries
in our service area,” said Chad
Stocks, vice president of Career, Technical, and Workforce
Education. “With the expansion of the Panama Canal and
more manufacturing companies
locating or expanding in the

college’s service area, the ability to move goods up and down
the river is essential. This training program provides qualified
workers to do this work and I
am thrilled that we were able
to set the program up with the
grant and sustain it with industry partnerships.”
Deckhands in the industry
make in the $20,000 to $30,000
range annually. As a trained

tankerman, Vickers stands to
get a significant raise in life –
to about $65,000. And he’s all
in for the gig.
“I’ll be doing tankerman
training next – working my
way up the ladder like everyone
else,” he said. “Hopefully, I’ll
make it to the top soon.”
Williams is climbing the
same ladder. The Rolling Fork
native already had a bachelor’s

degree in education from Delta
State University but switched
careers due to the earnings potential on the water.
“I found out about the program from a friend after being laid off from a job in oilfield services,” said Williams,
a tankerman trainee. “Other
people had talked to me about
how good a company and job it
is, and wanted to put myself in

a position to follow them.”
Hinds and industry veterans
with Maritime Services of Louisiana are training employees
of Golding, Yazoo River Towing and Magnolia Marine.
Students are evaluated and
certified accordingly after completing the training, in which
they touch on every aspect
of working on a barge – from
throwing and securing a line,
operating a johnboat, rigging,
among other practical skills.
Hands-on sessions are conducted after classroom sessions
each morning and testing. The
effect it’s had has been companies getting job-ready workers
without interrupting workflow.
“Experienced industry veterans instruct the training,” said
Stirlin Hancock, vice president
of human resources at Golding
Barge. “So, we fully intend for
the training to go forward after
the grant is up. We’re working
with Hinds to make that happen.”
For information about enrolling in the deckhand training program offered in Vicksburg through Hinds Community
College, contact Marvin Moak,
dean of Hinds’ VicksburgWarren Campus, at (601) 6296805.

Summer internship at Tyson Foods Hogan to chair
2016
Positioned
for
lands Alcorn student job offer
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Throughout her life, Iesha
Jackson’s parents have encouraged her to put forth her best
effort in whatever she strives
to accomplish. Because of their
motivation, the Alcorn State
University senior and Fayette
native is reaping the benefits
of applying their advice to her
endeavors.
While working as an intern
at Tyson Foods in Vienna, Ga.,
this summer, Jackson’s drive to
succeed impressed her managers so much that they offered
her a permanent supervisor
position upon her graduation
in May 2017. Iesha was overjoyed once she received the
news.
“I was overly ecstatic,” said
Jackson, a general agriculture
major. “I immediately started
thanking my Savior because if
it wasn’t for Him, I would not
have made it this far. My parents have always taught me that

Jackson
hard work pays off. I’m proud
to know that my dedication
and work ethic didn’t go unnoticed.”
Over the course of her summer internship, Iesha and other
interns were assigned a Tyson
Foods supervisor to shadow
so that they could get a closer
look at what goes on at the
company. She said that they
gained hands-on experiences in
handling situations on the job.

Now that she has seen what
the job requires, she is ready to
make her mark at the company.
“I’m looking forward to
making an impact on my future
employees, the company and
anybody that I encounter. I got
a taste of how it is in the real
world. This has definitely prepared me for my future.”
Jackson is thankful for the
wonderful opportunity she received. Her most memorable
part of the internship was
touring the chicken house and
learning the process that goes
into maintaining it.
“My experience was a once
in a lifetime opportunity. I
learned so much from how to
deal with people to how chickens are prepared for consumption. My favorite part was visiting the chicken houses. When
I first walked in, I was astonished by the maintenance that
was involved in the process of
raising chickens.”

Another thing that made the
internship special for Jackson
were the people. She relished
in talking to seasoned employees and learning as much as she
could from them.
“I enjoyed interacting with
my team members. I enjoyed
listening to their stories and I
believe they enjoyed us as well.
Many of them worked alone in
their departments, so they appreciated us being there to help
them and keep them company.”
Jackson offers great advice
to her classmates who hope to
turn their internships into fulltime jobs.
“I would tell my classmates
to have faith in a higher power
because you can’t do it alone.
Be sure to make a good first
impression. Show your supervisors how excited you are to
learn and show plenty of initiative. Never be afraid to go the
extra mile. Be persistent and it
will all pay off.”

Federal 21st Century grants impacted by deficit
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Department of Education announced
Aug. 12, that due to the over
commitment of federal funds
for 21st Century Community
Learning Centers in 2015-16,
the MDE will not issue new
grants for the 2016-17 school
year and may have to curtail or
discontinue grants to continuing grantees.
The MDE is facing a deficit up to $19 million in 21st
Century grant funds as a result
of a shortfall for the 2015-16
school year.
The 21st Century grants provide federal funding for the
establishment of community
learning centers that provide
academic, artistic and cultural
enrichment opportunities for
students, particularly those
who attend high-poverty, lowperforming schools. Typically,

these programs are offered after school.
Statewide, 110 after-school
programs received 21st Century grants in 2015-16. The
multiyear grants are renewable
for up to five years, pending
available funds, though matching funds are required by the
grantee in years three, four and
five as the percentage of federal funds is reduced. Some programs receive more than one
grant. Mississippi was awarded $14.1 million for 21st Century programs for the 2015-16
school year.
The error occurred when
MDE’s Office of Federal Programs issued 46 new grants
in 2015-16 without budgeting
for 65 grantees that were continuing from the previous year.
OFP issued reimbursements
from 21st Century and Title I
funds to both new and continu-

ing grantees, which created
the deficit. While funds were
taken from both 21st Century
and Title I accounting sources,
the MDE anticipates no impact
on Title I disbursements to districts.
The MDE is working with
the U.S. Department of Education to develop a comprehensive plan to fill the deficit
while attempting to minimize
the impact to grantees. Details
of the plan will be released
once they are finalized.
“We are working rapidly
and seriously to take steps that
will minimize impact to grantees, to ensure accountability
for individuals who ignored
financial checks and balances,
and to put systems in place to
ensure accurate future budgeting,” said Dr. Carey Wright,
state superintendent of education.

“My highest priority is to ensure we serve schools, families
and taxpayers with integrity,”
Wright said, noting that individuals responsible for the error had been terminated.
Districts and organizations
that received 21st Century
grants in 2015-16 are not authorized to commit 21st Century grant funds for the 201617 school year until further
notice.
“The MDE takes seriously
the trust and accountability
expected of a state agency that
serves the children and families of Mississippi,” Wright
said. “The MDE realizes that
school districts and community programs across the state
depend on 21st Century grants
to provide after-school programming and regrets the position in which grantees have
been placed.”

Progress Conference
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Beverly Wade Hogan, president of Tougaloo College, will
serve as the honorary chair for
this year’s Positioned for Progress Conference Nov. 3-4 at the
Jackson Convention Complex in
Jackson.
“Dr. Hogan truly embodies
this year’s conference theme,
Building Capacity. Strengthening Communities,” said Marcus
Ward, vice president of institutional advancement at Alcorn
State University and Positioned
for Progress conference co-chair.
“We are honored to have an individual with such a long and
distinguished career as a public
administrator, educator, community leader, and humanitarian
serving as honorary chair for the
conference.”
Hogan has served as president at Tougaloo College since
May 2002 and is the first woman
to lead the historic institution.
Prior to her college presidency,
Hogan had more than 25 years
of executive level management
experience, which shaped her
worldview and understanding of
diverse issues.
“We are placing a special emphasis on diversity and inclusion
during this year’s conference,
which is why Dr. Hogan is an
ideal choice to serve as honorary
chair” said Vanessa Green, assistant director of the Mississippi
Center for Nonprofits and chair
of the Positioned for Progress
Conference Diversity and Inclusion Subcommittee. “Her commitment to education, economic
and social justice, civil democracy, and racial and gender equity
is perfectly aligned with our goal
of helping mission-based organizations better understand their
role in advancing diversity and
inclusion within their organizations and throughout the communities they serve.
Susan Taylor Batten, executive director of the Association
of Black Foundation Executives,
was also recently confirmed as

Hogan

the keynote speaker for the luncheon on Nov. 4. During the luncheon, the Mississippi Chapter
of the Association of Fundraising
Professionals and the Mississippi Association of Grantmakers
will recognize individuals and
organizations that have made
significant philanthropic contributions in the state in celebration
of National Philanthropy Day.
The statewide conference,
sponsored by the Phil Hardin
Foundation, Mississippi Economic Council, Mississippi
Power Foundation, Entergy Mississippi, Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Mississippi, Atmos Energy,
and the Mississippi Development Authority, will also feature
keynote addresses and remarks
from Martha Bergmark, founder
of the Mississippi Center for Justice and Voices for Civil Justice;
Anastasia Khoo, chief marketing officer for the Human Rights
Campaign; Katie Blount, director of the Mississippi Department of Archives and History;
and Jeanne Jackson, president
and CEO of the Women’s Fund
of Greater Birmingham.
The conference registration
rate is $249 per person. There
is also a special one-day conference rate of $139, which provides full access to the conference on either Nov. 3 or Nov. 4.
To register for the conference
or for more information, visit
the official conference website
at www.positionedforprogress.
com.
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How to prepare for suffering
By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
Recently, we
took a closer
look at “How to
prepare for suffering,” and we
focused on two
areas: 1) Know
that God is in control, 2) Know
that you are blessed. Today, we
will begin our discussion with
put your trust in God.
We can prepare ourselves for
suffering by learning to always
trust in God. Sadly, for us to
learn to trust God completely
there has to be some experiences where we fail to trust Him to
help us grow to trust Him with
unwavering faith. If Peter had
not been tested and denied the
Lord and failed miserably, he
would not have known that his
faith was not where it needed to
be. God will permit afflictions
so we can measure our faith, so
we can truly learn to trust Him
completely.
How strong is your faith? Is
your faith at the point where you
trust God totally no matter what
happens? God allows his people to be tested to bring them to
a place in their faith where they
trust Him even when he is silent
and not responsive although we
suffer.
Sometimes affliction can
cause people to turn to material things for an answer rather
than the spiritual. However,
Asa’s heart was perfect with
the Lord all his days. (1Kings
15:14MKJV). He was loyal for
a number of years. King Asa
was a good King, he rooted out
idol worship as best he could
and his heart was loyal to the
worship of the one true God,
but in his old age, when he was
afflicted, he sought the physicians instead of seeking the
Lord. In the thirty-ninth year
of his reign, Asa was diseased
in his feet, until his disease was
very grievous. (2 Chronicles
16:12MKJV).
I am not advocating that
people should not seek a physician when ill, but make sure
one consult the head doctor,
God first. Asa rebelled against
God over time, and when struck
with a foot disease made it
tough for him to turn to God
first in his affliction. Sometimes
affliction drives people further
away from God, especially if
they are not living in obedience
to his word. If you want to be
prepared to face suffering, you
must be faithful to God.

In your hearts,’ reverence
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who calls you to account
for the hope that is in you, yet
do it with gentleness and reverence (1Peter 3:15 RSV). By the
way, the context of this verse is
suffering for well doing. If you
serve God and live for Him, you
will suffer for well doing so do
not ask why you suffer when
serving God, because serving
God is the very reason why you
suffer.
Notice 1 Peter 3:15 says sanctify or revere the Lord in your
heart. Sanctify simply means to
consecrate or dedicate. As you
were set apart when you accepted Christ, now you must set
your heart apart from the world.
Your heart cannot be torn between the world and Jesus. I
like the way the Montgomery
New Testament translation
reads in 1 Peter 3:15, “Consecrate Christ in your hearts, as
Lord…” In other words, you
made Jesus your Savior, but
now you need to make Him
Lord of your heart.
God wants to know if you are
all the way in with Him. This is
why Jesus asked Peter, do you
love me more than these? He
was asking Peter, are you all the
way in with me, Peter? Will you
deny me a second time?
Simply put, sanctify the Lord
in your heart means trust God in
your heart and do not be afraid
of what people can do to you.
In your heart, see God as holy
and put your total confidence
and respect in Him, which such
a holy God deserves.
In the center of threats or vulnerabilities, do not be unsettled;
fear not what people can do, but
display appropriate confidence
in a holy God, and run to him
with the assurance, which is
due such a magnificent God.
Simply put, trust God to protect
you in affliction.
As I alluded to earlier, the
word, Lord in this verse is kurios (controller). Peter is saying
trust the controller to protect
you. Trust the controller who
permitted Lazarus to die and
then raised him from the dead.
Trust the controller who permitted Moses and the Hebrews to
get caught in between the Red
Sea in front of them and Pharaoh’s army behind them and
mountains on the left and on
the right, then God, the controller, split the Red Sea in half.
Trust the controller even while
you suffer because he is able to

bring something good out of affliction.
1 Corinthians 10:13 indicates
that God monitors the degree
of our suffering and has an exit
plan when we cannot take additional pressure. The Greek
word faithful is trustworthy
in this verse. Therefore, God
is trustworthy. You can trust
God, because he is trustworthy.
When you trust in God with
your whole heart then the controller of all things goes to work
on your behalf.
To sanctify the Lord in your
heart is to seal your trust in God.
To sanctify your trust in God
seals the deal on obligating God
to operate on your behalf. It becomes divinely mandatory that
God ensures that everything
that happens to you always benefit you in some way. When you
seal your trust in God, you will
be prepared to suffer.
Finally, notice 1 Peter 3:15
says, “…be ready to give an
answer to everyone who asks
you a reason concerning the
hope that is in you …” Remember the phrase, the hope that is
in you. I believe in order to be
able to defend your faith when
afflicted or persecuted and to
be able to do it in a spirit of
humility and the fear of the
Lord; you must have already
put all of your trust in the Lord.
Once you put all of your trust in
God, not only will you be able
to defend your faith, but also
an unshakable hope will arise
in your spirit. The Greek word
for hope in this verse is Elpis
(to anticipate with pleasure). A
heart that totally trusts in God
enables you to defend your faith
amidst suffering, and helps you
anticipate something good from
God in spite of affliction and
this prepares our minds for suffering.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of Makarios Worship Center, 464 Church Road, Madison.
He and wife, Minister Yolanda,
are the proud parents of three
daughters: Noel, Leona and
Leondria. He has received degrees from Criswell College
in Dallas, Texas; Southern
Methodist University – Perkins
School of Theology; and a Masters of Divinity from Memphis
Theological Seminary; as well
as participated in the Theological Opportunities Program
at Harvard Divinity School in
Cambridge, Mass. He may be
reached at (601) 260-3016,
(601) 855-7898 or e-mail karab5@live.com

Building Request for Proposals
Mt. Helm Baptist Church is issuing a Request for Proposals to
pursue a general update for its sanctuary and annex.
The request has three objectives:
• Repair or replace certain elements of the infrastructure
• Bring the infrastructure current with code requirements
• Extend the life of the infrastructure
To request a copy, please send a letter to:
Treasurer / Building RFP
Mt. Helm Baptist Church
PO Box 11098
Jackson MS 39283
or
email Treasurer@MtHelm.org Subject: Building RFP

www.mississippilink.com

Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Our
oldest
child, our only
daughter,
our
recent college
graduate
has
been planning
for months to
travel the country, visit her favorite states and adventure into
new ones, and now she is on her
way.
I don’t have to tell you that
I wasn’t exactly pleased with
this decision initially but I have
come around. She has begun her
coast to coast tour, and I’m actually very proud of her. She’s
taking on an adventure that I
never would have tried at her
age and from what my husband
and I can tell, she has done quite
a bit of research and preparation to make this one of the
more enjoyable experiences of
her life. This is her way of officially transitioning into adulthood and upon her return, being
even more prepared for a greater
journey in life.
Every parent or guardian
through all of existence has
faced their children transitioning in some form or another.
We have all been given a beautiful gift in our young ones, seen
them develop in various ways

and then the time comes to let
them go. Going can come in so
many forms: it can be the nursery, daycare, school, college,
internships, marriage, relocating
for a new job, etc. All of these
forms have one thing in common
– a new sense of independence.
I don’t believe that there is not
a person over the age of 10 who
does not know or has not heard
the scripture: Proverbs 22:6 –
“Train up a child in the way he
should go; even when he is old
he will not depart from it.” As
our oldest enjoys her travels, we
know that she will continue to
keep God first.
Another scripture that I feel is
relevant to this transitional period is 2 Timothy 3:15 – “And that
from a child thou hast known
the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ.” I like this one because
I don’t know what God has in
store for her future, but I do
know that God is definitely in
her future because she has been
taught His Words all of her life.
The verse that probably best
describes our daughter’s journey is Isaiah 43:19a – “Behold,
I am doing a new thing; now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it?” I think that one is selfexplanatory.

To the loved ones of those
who are transitioning in whatever capacity, know that our
gifts from God, our wonderful
blessings, have to experience independence and with them goes
our love and prayers.
Because of God’s goodness,
our young ones/our blessings
are vessels moving through life,
going where God leads them
and in some form they are sharing His message of love and salvation.
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your good
news and the news of those you
love.
As always, we ask that you let
us help you to communicate the
good news of our Lord. Isaiah
52:7 reads (NIV) reads: “How
beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of those who bring good
news, who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation, who say to
Zion, Your God reigns!”
To share your news, contact
Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax
(601) 896-0091 or mail your
information to The Mississippi
Link, 2659 Livingston Road,
Jackson, MS 39213.

REIGNING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Farish Street Baptist Church, 619 N.
Farish St., Jackson, is observing its annual 31 Days in August celebration 2016.
Fellowship will take place every day in
August. For more information call (601)
355-0636. Rev. Hickman M. Jackson is
the senior pastor.

Church, Pocahontas; Thursday and Friday, Rev. Darryl Phillips of Mount Nebo
M. B. Church, Benton. For more information call (601) 853-3100.

Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church, 852A
Madison Ave., Madison, will host a Women’s prayer brunch at 10 a.m. Aug. 27.
Mission Mississippi, 840 E. River Pl., For more information, visit www.pilgrimSuite 506, Jackson, will continue com- restmadison.org or call (601) 856-2609.
munity gatherings across the state at Rev. Matthew L. Canada is the pastor.
various locations throughout the month of
August. For additional information on the College Hill Missionary Baptist
cities and times, visit https://missionmis- Church, 1600 Florence Ave., Jackson,
sissippiorg.wordpress.com/whatwedo/ will observe it annual Mission Day at 4
calendar-2/ or call (601) 353-6477. Rev. p.m. Aug. 28. The guest speaker will be
Neddie Winters is the president.
Kimberly Campbell, the Mississippi State
director of AARP. The theme for the event
Jackson Revival Center, 519 W. Silas is “Seeking to Serve like the Master ServBrown St., Jackson, Men of Destiny will er.” The program theme scripture is John
host its monthly Breakfast and Fellowship 12:26. For more information, call (601)
from 8 – 10 a.m. Aug. 20, in the fellowship 355-2670. Rev. Michael T. Williams is
hall. For more information, call (601) 948- pastor.
1874 or visit www.jacksonrevivalcenter.
org. Rev. Jennifer Biard is the pastor.
New Jerusalem Church of God in
Christ, 3387 Medgar Evers Blvd., JackProvidence Baptist Church, 8100 High- son, will host its men’s day observance
way 28 W., Hazlehurst, will host it 2016 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. Aug. 28. For more
summer revival at 11 a.m. Aug. 21, and information call (601) 981-8569 or visit
7:15 p.m. Aug. 22 – 25. The guest speak- www.newjerusalemcogic.org. Dr. Andrew
er is Thomas Bernard, pastor of Travel- Friday Sr. is the pastor.
er’s Rest Baptist Church, Vicksburg. The
theme “Every Knee Shall Bow” is taken Cavett Temple, 220 Dixon Road, Jackfrom Philippians 2:10. For more informa- son will be the location of the Annual
tion visit www.providenbaptistchurch.org. Bishop’s Dinner to be held at 7 p.m. Sept.
Pastor Frank L. Curtis Sr. is the pastor.
2. The speaker is Elder Donald Culver
of Brandon. Appreciation services honMount Olive M. B. Church, 111 Mount oring Bishop Stanley Cavett and First
Olive Rd., Flora, will host its annual fall re- Lady Stephanie Cavett at 2 p.m. Sept.
vival at 7:30 p.m. Aug. 22-26. The evan- 18, at 251 Kearney Park Road, Flora.
gelists for the week are: Monday, Minister The speaker is Bishop Johnny E. Gibson
Alvin Randle; Tuesday and Wednesday, of Vicksburg. For more information call
Pastor Howard of Shady Grove M. B. (601) 879-3999.
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Leaving baggage at home
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
“Everyone’s
got baggage.”
True or false?
Some may say
that they have
no baggage because God or six
weeks with a psychotherapist
took care of that. There are so
many different types: emotional,
physical, spiritual, financial and
sexual. Some baggage that we
carry is the result of our poor decisions while others are a result
of us being victimized by others.
Whatever the source of the
baggage, eventually we have to
decide what to do with it. God’s
desire for our lives is that we
live peaceful and emotionally
whole lives regardless of our
past or current circumstances. This doesn’t mean that we
won’t struggle or have trials, but

once we find ourselves in difficult situations, we will know
how to respond. For many of
us, the response to being hurt by
someone is taking that pain with
us for the rest of our lives. The
worst part is that we rationalize holding onto the baggage by
saying, “After all, everyone has
baggage.” But that’s not part of
God’s original plan for our lives.
God’s desire is that we would
give whatever our burdens are
to him. Part of the “smart” response to a troublesome situation is to know when to give our
hurts to God.
Once when I traveled out of
town, the unthinkable happened
– the airline lost my luggage.
From this experience, I learned
to pack and travel lightly. What
was so frustrating about the
airline losing my luggage was
the fact that they could not tell
me exactly where my bag was.

Even though they finally located my luggage on a later
flight, while I was waiting I kept
thinking that things would have
easier if I’d been smarter and
traveled light like some fellow
passengers who happily walked
past the baggage claim area with
neatly packed briefcases and
backpacks.
In this era of tight airport security, passengers are advised
to give themselves extra time to
make it through security checkpoints because all bags, those
that are checked and carry on,
must be carefully screened. It’s
a total inconvenience to some
but a necessary one that will
affect most passengers because
most have some form of baggage. But smart travelers know
how to leave some unnecessary
things at home.
Traveling lighter and smarter
reduces your travel time from

the initial screening to your arrival at your final destination.
Some of us should adopt
the same attitude of traveling
smarter when it comes to our
emotional baggage. Why carry
around baggage when you don’t
have to? I Peter 5:7 reminds,
“Casting all your care upon him,
for he cares for you.” However,
it’s not enough to cleverly leave
your spiritual, emotional, financial, sexual and physical baggage at home and travel lighter
because you can still pick it back
up at some point in the future.
The really smart travelers
only take it on one trip to the altar when they decide to give it
to God.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving from Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship
ends.” She may be reached at
lovehangover@juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of August 18
SONGS

				

1. Put A Praise On It				

ARTISTS					

ALBUM

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

2. Made A Way					Travis Greene
3. Better					Hezekiah Walker
4. Wanna Be Happy?				

Kirk Franklin

5. You’re Bigger					Jekalyn Carr
6. Spirit Break Out				

William McDowell Featuring Trinity Anderson

7. 123 Victory					Kirk Franklin
8. It’s Alright, It’s Ok			

Shirley Caesar Featuring Anthony Hamilton

9. You						Jermaine Dolly
10. Bless The Lord				

Anthony Brown & group therapy Featuring Doretha ‘Dodi’ Sampson

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song
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Self-righteous
acts don’t justify
covering sin
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
We find in
First
Samuel
15:10-13 (KJV)
these
words,
“Then
came
the word of
the Lord unto
Samuel, saying, It repenteth
me that I have set up Saul to
be king: for he is turned back
from following me, and hath
not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel;
and he cried unto the Lord all
night. And when Samuel rose
early to meet Saul in the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Carmel, and,
behold, he set him up a place,
and is gone about, and passed
on, and gone down to Gilgal.
And Samuel came to Saul: and
Saul said unto him, Blessed be
thou of the Lord: I have performed the commandment of
the Lord.”
My friends, dishonest people soon begin to believe the
lies they construct around
themselves. Then, they lose
the ability to tell the difference
between truth and lies. Being
a man of God, Samuel knew
that Saul did not do as He was
told. In verse 14 Samuel asked
Saul, “What meaneth then this
bleating of the sheep in mine
ears and the lowing of the oxen
which I hear?” Samuel was
very observant. When he came
walking through the countryside, he heard the sheep bleating (crying). The sheep were
crying because they knew they
were in an unfamiliar place.
I am aware that the concept of submission is not very
popular. Think about man’s
first sin. Adam and Eve, the

first couple, ate the fruit that
God commanded them not to
eat. That was their sin. Their
sin was disobedience. Disobedience can only exist when
someone is under authority.
We see people make excuses
for not following orders.
Again, King Saul was told
by God through the Prophet
Samuel to make war against
the enemies and to slaughter
every one of them – people
and animals alike. Saul partially obeyed. He defeated the enemies but allowed the men to
keep the best animals. Samuel
confronted him: “Why then
did you not obey the voice of
the Lord? Why did you swoop
down on the spoil, and do evil
in the sight of the Lord?” (1
Samuel 15:19 NKJV) Saul
countered: “But I have obeyed
the voice of the Lord, and
gone on the mission on which
the Lord sent me, and brought
back Agag king of Amalek;
I have utterly destroyed the
Amalekites. But the people
took of the plunder, sheep and
oxen, the best of the things
which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to
the Lord your God in Gilgal.”
(1 Samuel 15:20-21 NKJV)
Remember, offerings, worship and service are meaningless if they flow from a heart
that is covering up for sin.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is
married to Velma L. Green. He
is a member of the National
Association of Evangelism
Church of God, Anderson, Ind.
He serves as chairman of the
Southeastern Association of
The Church of God, Inc.
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You know things are
bad for Trump when ...
By Lee A. Daniels
George Curry Media Columnist
Since Donald
Trump
effectively won the
Republican Party nomination
by winning the
New York primary in May, keeping up with
every outrageous statement
and small lie and big lie he utters has become even more difficult.
Instead of becoming “more
presidential,” as he and his
aides promised then, he’s become more demagogic – so
much so that some politicians
and pundits have begun to
question what’s really going on
in that mind of his.
You know things are bad
when President Obama bluntly
says Trump is “unfit” for the
presidency – an unprecedented
attack by a sitting president
against the nominee of the opposite party – and no leading
Republican has challenged that
description.
You know things are bad
when conservative and liberal
pundits alike suggest “options”
by that the GOP could take the
unprecedented step of abandoning Trump – even while
acknowledging that won’t happen.
You know the Republicans are desperate when you
have the diehard conservative pundit, Jennifer Rubin, of
the Washington Post, writing
“There is something farcical
about Republicans who flacked
and vouched for Trump now
complaining that he is ‘off

message’ and fretting that he
needs a ‘reset.’ They are, it
seems, still in denial that they
are responsible for lifting an
unfit, unstable man to the nomination of a once-great party.”
In fact, there really is no
question about who has “lifted” Trump to this position: It’s
his overwhelmingly white mob
of supporters. Nor is there any
doubt about why they’ve been
drawn to him. They reflect
what motivates Trump himself
– a toxic mix of racism, sexism
and a ferocious need to cruelly
dominate others. The examples
of this from Trump himself and
from his supporters began piling up from the moment he announced his candidacy in June
2015.
The latest documentation
comes in a video published
Aug. 3 by the New York Times
of the language that pervades
Trump rallies – language that
is, one can say, the soundtrack
of the Trump campaign. What
you see and hear in the video
isn’t the behavior of a political constituency. Instead, it’s
behavior so reminiscent of
the mobs of whites that once
gathered in places like Little
Rock, Montgomery, Selma and
dozens of communities across
the South to try their best to
murder the activists of the
Civil Rights Movement. Watch
the video and you see people
who’ve shed whatever decency
they possessed and are ready to
do anything evil.
This is one of Trump’s greatest sins. He and his followers
have revived the lynch-mob
dynamic in American life.

So, to anyone who’s even
slightly followed the Trump
campaign this last year, it’s no
surprise that Trump has now
drawn another gambit from
the demagogue’s playbook: the
stab-in-the-back charge.
Last week, Trump claimed
that the Clinton campaign and
the political establishment have
“rigged” the campaign debates
and the election itself against
him. He said they’ve conspired
to deliberately schedule the debates opposite National Football League games in order to
reduce the number of people
watching them – implying this
was done to reduce the number of viewers watch him beat
Clinton in the debates.
Of course, anyone who
thinks Trump could out-debate Clinton is a fool. Again
and again, Trump has shown
he has a deeply disorganized
mind that can barely compose
two consecutive sentences that
make sense. Moreover, both
the National Football League
and the bipartisan presidential
debate commission, which set
the dates of the debates last
year, quickly effectively said
Trump was lying.
But Trump lives by lies; and
the purpose of his lies here is
three-fold. First, the charge
is “red meat” to the majority
of his supporters, who, as has
been evident all along, crave a
steady diet of callous insults of
others, brazen lies, and bizarre
conspiracy theories to feed
their fantasies of white victimization.
Secondly, Trump needs to
avoid debating Clinton for the

same reasons he did so in the
GOP primary once only he,
John Kasich and Ted Cruz were
left. He can’t survive a debate
focused on substantive domestic or foreign-policy issues.
Finally, Trump has laid down
the excuse for a November
defeat – via the “stab-in-theback” charge that demagogues
have forever used to undermine
electoral processes and election results in other countries
throughout history. Trump long
ago made clear he’s willing to
trash any American institution
and American tradition if he
can profit from it.
Of all the wrongs Trump
and his followers have committed against America’s national character in the past 14
months, one could say this latest attempt to undermine the
American democratic tradition
may be their most damnable
sin.
The operative word, however, is “may” – because the
frightening certainty is that
neither Trump nor his mob is
finished trying to build themselves up by tearing America
down.
Lee A. Daniels, a former
reporter for The Washington
Post and the New York Times,
is also a former editor of The
National Urban League’s The
State of Black America. He
is a keynote speaker and author whose books include Last
Chance: The Political Threat
to Black America. He is writing a book on the Obama years
and the 2016 election. He can
be reached at leedanielsjournalist@gmail.com

Can we rebuild Black Wall Street?
By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist
“There
are
(blacks) who are
willing to worship the pyramids of 4,000
years ago but
will not build
pyramids in the present so their
children may see what they left
behind as well. We have a leadership who rallies the people to
look at past glories but leave
their children neglected; who
will make great analytical and
oratorical dissertations on the
inadequacies of Eurocentric
education and yet will not contribute one penny of their money
or their time to the construction
of their own schools.” – Amos
Wilson, Afrikan Centered Consciousness versus the New
World Order
Montoya Smith, host of the
Atlanta talk show, Mental Dialogue, asked: Can we rebuild
Black Wall Street? “No, really,”
he added, recognizing the depth
of his question and assuring
folks he was not kidding or just
being rhetorical.
So, what was Black Wall
Street? Most of what I have
learned about it was obtained
from a book by John Sibley
Butler titled, Entrepreneurship
and Self-Help Among Black
Americans, A Reconsideration
of Race and Economics, which
contains an exhaustive section
on Tulsa, Oklahoma’s history
and a detailed account of what
took place in its Greenwood
District.

Some of the information below comes from Butler’s book.
I also learned from face-to-face
conversations with six of the
survivors of the Tulsa Riot.
Black Wall Street was burned
to the ground in 1921 by a white
mob. The Greenwood District,
located in the northern section
of Tulsa, was once called “Negro Wall Street,” and “Little Africa.” It was home to hundreds
of black-owned businesses and
sat on valuable land desired by
white oil speculators, who even
tried to buy parcels of that land
from blacks for ten cents on the
dollar immediately following
the Tulsa riot. Fortunately and
wisely, blacks refused to sell.
Despite hundreds of black
lives lost in the riot and all of
Greenwood’s businesses destroyed, the story of that economic enclave during the ensuing 17 years was one of triumph
over tragedy. By 1923, as a
result of blacks pooling their
money to capitalize new enterprises, the black business
district was even larger than
before, and Greenwood was
completely restored by black
people by 1938. Ultimately,
urban renewal and integration,
which allowed blacks to shop at
non-black stores, led to the demise of “Black Wall Street.”
To Amos Wilson’s point,
Greenwood was a pyramid built
by blacks in the early 1900s.
Instead of looking back and
merely reveling in the successes of Mound Bayou, Miss. and
other enclaves that came before
them, black people in Green-

wood built upon those legacies.
Thus, my answer to the question
posed by Montoya Smith, “Can
we rebuild Black Wall Street?”
was and is an emphatic and unequivocal, “yes!”
My answer to that question
is based on our having done
it before under far worse circumstances than today. But as
I listened to the other guest on
Montoya’s show, Jay West, entrepreneur and president of the
Lithonia Small Business and
Merchants Association located
on the outskirts of Atlanta, I became even more convinced.
Immediately impressed by
West and the work his group
is doing in a city that is approximately 85 percent black,
I sought him out to learn more.
West understands and promotes
local business support. He explained, “I do 95 percent of my
shopping right here in Lithonia
because I know that one dollar
spent here has the multiplier effect of three dollars, as our businesses support one another.”
West is absolutely correct,
and the Lithonia merchants association will benefit collectively and individually from circulating their dollars; they will
grow their businesses and create
more jobs.
This nascent organization
can be the model from which
new Black Wall Streets can be
built across this nation; it is on
track to encourage more entrepreneurship and demonstrate
the power of a cohesive, mutually supportive, self-directed,
and economically empowered

network of conscious business
owners and consumers who are
committed to growth and sustainability.
True partnerships between
educated consumers and business professionals in black
economic enclaves comprise
the basis for real power in the
marketplace, i.e. collective purchasing programs and affinity
groups, revolving loan funds,
business equity funds, and financial leverage to stimulate
future growth. Lithonia is in
that space right now, and there
is plenty of room for more cities
and segments within those cities
to do the same.
To draw the discussion closer
to home in Atlanta, “Can Sweet
Auburn be sweet again?” John
Wesley Dobbs called it the
“richest Negro street in the
world.” Suffering its own riot
in 1906 that left 25 black men
dead, Sweet Auburn can also
be rebuilt, and with leaders like
West and others in Atlanta, I am
confident that pyramid will be
built.
Jim Clingman, founder of
the Greater Cincinnati African
American Chamber of Commerce, is the nation’s most prolific writer on economic empowerment for black people. He can
be reached through his website,
blackonomics.com. He is the
author of Black Dollars Matter: Teach Your Dollars How
to Make More Sense, which is
available through his website;
professionalpublishinghouse.
com and Amazon Kindle eBooks.
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The continuing fight
for the rights to vote
By Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
George Curry Media Columnist
Recently, a
panel of the
Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals
unanimously rebuked
the North Carolina Legislature for acting
with “discriminatory intent”
in passing restrictions on the
right to vote that “target African Americans with almost
surgical precision.” The decision came as we celebrated the
51st anniversary of the Voting
Rights Act on Aug. 6.
Reinforced by similar rulings in the appellate court in
Texas and a district court in
Wisconsin, the decision is a
victory for our democracy and
our Constitution.
The voting impediments
were passed by North Carolina in 2013 in the wake of the
Supreme decision in Shelby v.
Holder that struck down the
central provision of the Voting
Rights Act: the requirement
that areas with a history of discrimination gain prior approval from the Justice Department
before changing voting regulations.
Chief Justice John Roberts,
the activist Republican judge,
decided to rewrite the law that
was passed with overwhelming bipartisan support, arguing that since we now live in a
“post-racial society,” requiring
prior approval for voting law
changes was no longer justified. The flood of legislation
that followed – all erecting
barriers to make voting harder
for African Americans in particular – proved the chief justice’s fantasy was a lie.
In North Carolina, the Legislature acted immediately after the Supreme Court decision
came down. Its motivation, the
Fourth Circuit panel found,
was clear. African-American
turnout had surged in 2008
and 2012 (with Barack Obama
at the head of the Democratic
ticket), nearing parity with the
turnout of white voters for the
first time. Obama had taken the
state in 2008 and barely lost it
in 2012. But in 2010, conservative Republicans had taken
control of the Legislature and
the statehouse.
The new majority acted
aggressively to fend off the
threat posed by growing African-American turnout. As
Judge Diana Motz, writing for
the unanimous panel, summarized, the legislators “requested data on the use, by race, of
a number of voting practices.
Upon receipt of the race data,
the General Assembly enacted
legislation that restricted voting and registration in five
different ways, all of which
disproportionately
affected
African-Americans.”
The three-judge panel in
Richmond, Va., unanimously
concluded that the law was
racially discriminatory, over-

turning a requirement that voters show photo identification
to vote and restoring same-day
voter registration, a week of
early voting, pre-registration
for teenagers, and out-of-precinct voting.
As Ari Berman, the voting
rights expert who reports for
The Nation magazine noted,
the decision comes after North
Carolina’s presidential primary in March provided a troubling indication of what might
be expected in the general
election – students waiting in
three-hour lines, foreign-born
U.S. citizens asked to spell
their names to poll workers
for no justifiable reason, and
elderly voters born during Jim
Crow turned away from the
polls for not meeting the new
ID requirements.
“The Fourth Circuit Court of
Appeals exposed for the world
to see the racist intent of the
extremist element of our government in North Carolina,”
exulted the Rev. William Barber II, president of the North
Carolina NAACP, on a press
call Friday afternoon. “The
ruling is a people’s victory,
and it is a victory that sends a
message to the nation.”
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
led the movement that culminated in the Voting Rights Act
over a half-century ago. He
understood that voting was the
foundational right of citizenship. To strip someone of the
right to vote is to strip them of
their place in a self-governing
community. In a 1957 speech
titled “Give Us the Ballot,”
King argued, “So long as I do
not firmly and irrevocably possess the right to vote I do not
possess myself. I cannot make
up my mind – it is made up for
me. I cannot live as a democratic citizen observing the
laws I have helped to enact – I
can only submit to the edict of
others.”
King understood that discriminatory election laws not
only hurt minorities or the
working poor, they also undermined the legitimacy of our
elections and thus of our government.
The North Carolina decision and similar decisions in
Texas and Wisconsin offer the
hope that the courts will act to
frustrate at least the most blatant versions of new Jim Crow
laws. Those decisions will remove barriers for literally millions of voters.
But the courts can only reaffirm the right to vote. That
right is not effective if it is not
used. The courts have lowered
the barriers in North Carolina
and other states. Now the citizens must mobilize and vote in
large numbers to exercise the
power that they have.
Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. is
founder and president of the
Chicago-based
Rainbow
PUSH Coalition. You can keep
up with his work at www.rainbowpush.org
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Olympic-goers get an eyeful of Rio’s
beauty and fitness-obessed culture
By Peter Prengaman
Associated Press
RIO DE JANEIRO – Each morning,
75-year-old Jose Rebamar works his biceps,
triceps and quadriceps with stone weights at
an outside gym that looks out on Rio de Janeiro’s iconic Sugarloaf Mountain.
Living in a city of near daily sunshine and
warm weather, the ex-Brazilian Navy sailor
says there is no excuse to ever slow down.
And having the Olympics in town provides
even more incentive to stay in shape. Rebamar has been watching the games on television every night.
“If I don’t work out one day, I feel like I
didn’t do anything, like the day didn’t happen,” he said, interspersing barbell sets with
yoga-like stretches.
Visitors to South America’s first Olympic
games are getting an eyeful of the beautyand fitness-obsessed culture that is synonymous with Rio, a land of muscle-taxing
samba dancing, acrobatic capoeira martial
arts and dental floss bikinis and Speedos that
reveal more than they conceal. Remember
it was Brazil that gave birth to the “Brazilian bikini wax” and even the “Brazilian Butt
Lift,” a type of plastic surgery that aims to
put a little more oomph in your rump.
Beauty is also big business here: Brazil always ranks among the world’s top-five cosmetic-buying countries. It’s also the world’s
second-biggest consumer of plastic surgery,
after the United States. Outside workout
areas are ubiquitous, as are specialty shops
with names such as “integrated center for
aesthetics,” which offer everything from nail
work to detailed analysis of facial curves to
determine the kind of haircut to make people
look their best.
“People are running and cycling and
working out all over the city,” said Imke
Bergmann, a 45-year-old nurse from Munich who came to watch the games. “It’s
impressive.”
And of course the glamour craze found its
way into the Olympics.
Consider this: Dr. Ivo Pitanguy, one of the
world’s most-recognized plastic surgeons
who helped make Brazil a popular destination for the rich and famous to get work
done, carried the Olympic flame on the
games’ opening day that later lit the cauldron
at Maracana Stadium. The next day he died
of a heart attack at 93, and Brazilian broad-
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Making extra mortgage
payments can pay off,
but should you?
By Alex Veiga
AP Business Writer

A spectator holding the flag of Brazil looks out to the water from Copacabana beach while
watching the women’s marathon swimming event at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, Aug. 15. AP PHOTO/DAVID GOLDMAN
casters cut away from competition coverage
for hours to focus on the life of one of the
country’s most important personalities.
Or this: Supermodel Gisele Bundchen
was a headliner at the opening ceremony,
swaggering to “The Girl from Ipanema,” the
famous Brazilian song that, you guessed it,
is about falling in love with a beautiful girl
at the beach.
Away from the venues, there is plenty to
gawk at.
On Copacabana Beach, men with muscles
out of an anatomy book play pickup soccer
games while women sunbathe the way a rotary chicken gets cooked: methodically rotating around. In neighborhoods like Leblon,
Rio’s most expensive locale, men and women draped in designer threads strut around as
if they were heading to a Vogue cover shoot.
“I think I need to get into the gym,” joked
Ed Bai, a 48-year-old physical education
teacher from Los Angeles, branding the
beach scene in Rio “incredible.”
Dr. Carlos Alberto Jaimovich, co-director
of the Brazilian Society of Plastic Surgery,
said the country’s obsession with beauty is
driven by many factors: a tropical climate
where it’s simply more comfortable to wear
less, and a show-all media environment that
includes magazine covers plastered with the
nearly naked and always buff. Attractiveness
is also equated with class in Brazil.
“Beauty is synonymous with social mobility,” he said.

And social mobility is directly related to
race, meaning that more affluent whites are
more likely to have the money for expensive
beauty-related measures such as plastic surgery. Still, thanks to a practice that Pitanguy
started decades ago, several clinics in the
city offer free cosmetic surgeries to thousands of poor each year – reconstructive procedures for cancer patients and burn victims,
for example, but also operations for purely
aesthetic purposes.
Pitanguy, dubbed the “philosopher of
plastic surgery,” often said that helping people look better on the outside made them feel
better on the inside. In that way, many of the
doctors who have followed in his footsteps
believe that beauty is a right, and not something that just the rich should aspire to.
Last year, Brazil ranked second behind the
U.S. with 1.5 million plastic surgeries, the
majority for aesthetic reasons.
For tourists to Rio, the people-watching
can be nearly as entertaining as the Olympic competitions. Taking in a recent beach
volleyball match between Argentina and
Brazil, Daniel Kuenge was awe-struck by
the “tremendous six-pack abs” on display
before him. But his wonder went beyond the
Olympic venues.
“I do a lot of sports, so I’m in pretty good
shape,” said Kuenge, a 64-year-old businessman from Switzerland. “But seeing all
these beautiful bodies in Rio makes you
think: What else could I be doing?”

It’s a strategy that crosses the
mind of many borrowers when
they take on a home loan: Make
an extra mortgage payment or two
every year and save tens of thousands of dollars in interest.
The move can shave off costs
for a home loan and ensure it’s
paid off faster. Even one additional
payment a year can translate into
big savings.
On a $250,000, 30-year mortgage with a fixed rate of 4 percent, making an extra payment
every year would save the homeowner roughly $27,724 over the
life of the loan. It would also cut
the amount of time needed to pay
back the loan by four years and
one month.
Even so, there are potential financial drawbacks to consider.
Borrowers who can afford to make
extra mortgage payments tie up
cash that could be put toward retirement or used for emergencies.
Here are some tips to consider
before taking steps to make extra
payments on your home loan:
1. WEIGH YOUR PRIORITIES
It may be tempting to double
down on your mortgage payments,
but doing so before you’ve taken
care to shore up your finances
overall isn’t a good idea.
Financial advisers recommend
ensuring that you are saving for
retirement and have set aside three
to six months’ salary to cover
emergencies. If you have children,
you’ll also want to put saving for
their college tuition ahead of making extra mortgage payments.
“At today’s low mortgage rates,
if you are cutting into your retirement savings to pay off a mortgage, you are likely making a
mistake,” said David Mullins, an
independent financial adviser in

Richlands, Virginia. “You don’t
want to have your nest egg tied up
in a property where you can’t easily convert it to cash.”
2. SLASH OTHER DEBT
FIRST
Paying off high-interest debt
such as credit cards is another priority that should be put before focusing on paying down your home
loan faster. Consider paying off car
loans, too.
That’s because home loans are
likely the least costly debt a borrower will have, especially if they
took advantage of low mortgage
interest rates. In addition, homeowners are allowed to take a deduction on their income taxes for
the interest paid on their home
loan.
3. DO IT YOURSELF
You’ve decided to accelerate
payments on your mortgage, so
what is the best approach?
There are many ways to get
there, including paying a little bit
extra every month, or making a
lump-sum payment at the end of
the year. Another approach involves paying half of your monthly mortgage bill every two weeks.
Over the course of a year, you end
up making 26 transfers, which
works out to an additional monthly
payment.
Contact your lender to make
sure they allow extra payments
and will apply the funds toward
the principal on your loan, not the
interest.
4. WATCH OUT FOR FEES
Regardless of the payment plan,
steer clear of businesses that offer
to handle your extra payments for
a fee, said Martindale.
“Consumers need to be wary
from sales pitches from third-party
companies,” she said. “If they’re
charging a fee for their service, it
can undercut any potential benefits
they might be offering.”

If Donald and Melania Trump were black
Black vs White in America

By Duvalier Malone
Special to The Mississippi Link
In the past year
and a half, Donald and Melania Trump have
taken our public
consciousness by
storm. Sure, Trump was already
a famous billionaire with a
show, but his stature has grown
immeasurably in his run for the
White House.
Where his show aired once
a week during the fall season,
and the world got a Donald
headline perhaps once or twice
a month, he now dominates all
airwaves whether it’s news, entertainment or pop culture. We
are shown his visage 24/7, and
new Donald headlines pop up
on the internet every few seconds.
The headlines are either good
or bad, depending on the political leanings of the website.
Most conservative sites praise
the Donald as the herald of a
new age in America, where the
greatness of our country will
once again be realized. Liberal
sites, on the other hand, tell of
the danger of a Trump presidency and how he will surely
leave a trail of brokenness if
he is allowed to ascend to the
White House.
While the country is divided
on the Trump topic, there are
certain facts that cannot be denied, no matter one’s political
sensibilities: Trump is a man
devoid of compassion, and he
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has absolutely no clue on the
proper way to play the game of
politics. Depending on which
side of the aisle you’re on, this
can either be good or bad.
Trump
says
outrageous
things. He has invited Russia
to interfere in the U.S. election,
he has threatened to unleash the
nuclear arsenal of this country
(not once, not twice, but several
times), he has repeatedly expressed interest in fringe racist
groups (like the Ku Klux Klan)
that dot the country, and he is a
known liar. He has even bucked
the norm, and stubbornly refused to release his tax returns
– which prospective voters generally examine in order to learn
more about the candidates that
are vying for their support.
Yet, his campaign for the
presidency of the United
States—his quest to become the
leader of the free world—still
remains strong as ever.
Trump makes missteps and
blunders several times per week
– one such blunder that comes
to mind is his ignorance regarding Russia’s invasion of the
Ukraine – but no matter how
incompetent he comes across,
his support has not waned.
Trump has enjoyed a certain
“freedom:” The freedom to
lie, the freedom to be ignorant
and the freedom to display incompetence; and as he so aptly
put it, he could commit murder (by gun) in the middle of

New York’s 5th Avenue, and he
would still enjoy the “freedom”
of doing whatever he wants and
he would never lose his support.
Trump’s “freedom” is not
just confined to him. It has even
spread to certain members of
his family. His wife, Melania,
plagiarized an entire segment
of her Republican National
Convention speech (stealing it
from the speech that Michelle
Obama delivered at the Democratic National Convention no
less); and yet, she is still revered and looked to as a First
Lady hopeful.
She has been outed as a possible illegal immigrant (which
her husband strongly campaigns against) and even though
this hypocrisy is evident, Melania still enjoys this “freedom.”
Melania has posed naked, not
once but twice. No other First
Lady hopeful has ever been
caught in such a compromising
position, and yet Melania still
has a chance of ascending to a
position in the First Family.
Both Donald and Melania
have access to a certain “freedom:” The freedom of being
white in America.
To examine the veracity of
this, we need only compare
them to the first black president
and his wife. President Barack
Obama has faced undaunted
and unprecedented criticism,
and every aspect of his life has
been under a microscope. He
has been the focus of multiple

conspiracy theories, with some
– namely, Donald Trump – even
accusing him of not being a
U.S. citizen. President Obama
could not escape the critical
spotlight even regarding where
he was born. There’s no way he
could have escaped the press if
he had even mentioned shooting someone in Times Square;
and if he had actually done it,
he would have been promptly
placed in prison, not the White
House. If then-Senator Obama
in 2008 had refused to release
his tax returns, every newspaper headline would have wondered, “What is he hiding?”
If President Obama showed
that he was ignorant about the
most basic geopolitical matters,
his opponents would have used
it against him to completely
erode his support.
President Obama was caught
on an open mic honestly discussing the political reality of
the U.S with the Russian president, and his opponents tried
to use it against him to imply
something more sinister. Can
you imagine if Obama had
stood before the press of the
United States and publicly invited Russia to get involved
in an American election? He
would not have won in 2012,
and he would have gone down
in the annals of U.S. history as
a traitor.
What
about
Michelle
Obama? Michelle is a lawyer
and former hospital administrator who has been an inspira-

tion for hundreds of millions of
young women worldwide. As
First Lady of the United States,
she has shown nothing but dignity and class; and still, she has
been the target of jokes, ridicule and vitriol.
Let’s be frank: If Michelle
had been an illegal citizen,
Barack Obama would not have
been elected president. If Michelle had plagiarized someone
else’s speech during the Democratic National Convention of
2008, Barack Obama would not
have been elected president.
If Michelle Obama had posed
nude for any magazine or online publication, Barack Obama
would not have been elected p
resident.
And if she or President
Obama had been guilty of any
of these things, they would not
have deserved the presidency.
They would not have been
worthy of inhabiting the same
White House that has been the
beacon of hope for Americans
throughout the centuries.
So why are we even considering Donald and Melania
Trump? If they were black, they
would have been kicked out of
the race a year ago. Donald and
Melania have been proven to be
liars repeatedly.
They are not worthy of the
White House. Trump pushes
hate the way any dealer pushes
a narcotic: He metes out small
doses of it to get the people
hooked, and then latches on
to them and feeds their addic-

tion until it grows stronger and
stronger.
Trump is not the right person
for the White House. He’s not
the right person for America.
He’s not the right person for the
world.
Melania can’t be a role
model to young women. She
doesn’t possess the qualities of
any of the First Ladies before
her. Her false poise is a sham,
and her new persona is a forgery. Melania has already shown
us who she is. She is the type
of woman who does not mind
sneaking into our great country
while wagging her finger at all
those who desire to come here
to improve their lives the same
way she did. She does not mind
pirating her way to the top office of the land, stealing from
those who came before her in
an effort to gain the support of
the people. She does not mind
exposing herself to the entire
world, those images plastered
across the internet forever, giving those in foreign countries
the chance to see the First Lady
of the United States of America
in all her “glory.”
Donald and Melania Trump
aren’t worthy of the White
House; and if they were black,
none of us would even consider
them serious contenders.
Mississippi native and political consultant Duvalier J.
Malone is the host of Growth
Talk Radio/TV Show in Washington. His website is www.duvaliermalone.com.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH
THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A TURNKEY
PARKING ACCESS AND REVENUE CONTROL SYSTEM AT THE
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 002-15)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND RELATED SERVICES
IN CONNECTION WITH
THE ATLANTIC AVIATION FBO BUILDING ROOF REPAIRS AT THE
JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 005-16)

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS AND NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at the
Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until 10:00
a.m. central time on September 9, 2016 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction
and related services in connection with the purchase and installation of a turnkey, on-line, fully integrated parking access and revenue control system at the
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (the “Work”).
JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 10:05 a.m. central time on
September 9, 2016 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third
Floor, Suite 300 of the Main Terminal Building at JAN.
The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be
marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number or
write that the bid does not exceed $50,000.00 and with the wording: “The Purchase and Installation of a Turnkey Parking Access and Revenue Control System (“PARCS”), JMAA Project No. 002-15.” Bid proposals, amendments to bids,
or requests for withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will
not be considered for any cause whatsoever. JMAA invites Bidders and their
authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.
JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by JMAA
in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders. The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement
for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed by JMAA
and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda issued clarifying and/or changing
plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instructions in the Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instruction to Bidders, including plans and specifications, shall become part of the Information for
Bidders. Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a part of
the Agreement.
The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at
the following address:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 662
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Joyce Tillman, Facility Engineer
A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work)
may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per set. Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition for purchase cost to
be refunded. The Engineer for this Project reserves the right to determine quality of plans upon return. Payment for the bid documents is to be in the form of
a company or cashier’s check made payable to AJA Management & Technical
Services, Inc. The check may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents
at the following address or may be mailed to the following address:
AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc.
912 North West Street
Jackson, MS 39202
Telephone: (601) 352-6800
Facsimile: (601) 352-6807
Email: ajenkins@ajaservices.com

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, MS, at 219 South
President Street, Jackson, MS 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, MS
39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at which time bids
will be publicly opened and read aloud for:

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids at
the Jackson- Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main Terminal
Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mississippi, until
10:00 a.m. central time on September 12, 2016 (the “Bid Deadline”), for construction and related services in connection with the Atlantic Aviation FBO
Building Roof Repairs at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
(the “Work”).

Community Center Repairs, Jackson Zoo - City of Jackson Project No.
16B7004.501

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 10:05 a.m. central time on
September 12, 2016 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third
Floor of the Main Terminal Building, Suite 300 at JAN.

Contract documents are being made available through online electronic file
downloads. For a copy of
the contract documents contact CANIZARO CAWTHON DAVIS, 129 S President St, Jackson, MS 39201, P: 601.948.7337. There is a non-refundable
deposit in the amount of $30.00 for an electronic copy. Questions regarding
plan clarifications or requests for information should be directed to the architect
as follows:

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must be
marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility Number or
write that the bid does not exceed $50,000.00 and with the wording: “Atlantic
Aviation FBO Building Roof Repairs at JAN, JMAA Project No. 005-16.” Bid
proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids received by
JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be considered for any cause whatsoever.
JMAA invites Bidders and their authorized representatives to be present at the
Bid Opening.
JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bidders.
The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement to be executed
by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder. Any Addenda issued clarifying and/or
changing plans and specifications; clarifying and/or changing instructions in the
Instruction to Bidders; and/or answering questions in relation to the Instruction
to Bidders, including plans and specifications, shall become part of the Information for Bidders. Plans and specifications related to the Work are considered a
part of the Agreement.
The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at JAN at
the following address:
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 939-5631 ext. 662
Facsimile: (601) 939-3713
Attention: Joyce Tillman, Facilities Engineer
A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the Work)
may be obtained upon payment of a $100.00 refundable fee per set. Bid documents must be returned to the printer in useable condition for purchase cost to
be refunded. The Architect for this Project reserves the right to determine quality of plans upon return. Payment for the bid documents is to be in the form of a
company or cashier’s check made payable to Sir Speedy Printing. The check
may be presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the following address
or may be mailed to the following address:
Sir Speedy Printing
2701 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39216
Telephone: (601) 981-3045
Facsimile: (601) 362-2909
Email: speedy3401@aol.com

Proposals shall be submitted on forms furnished and sealed and deposited with
City Clerk prior to the hour and date above designated. A copy of the construction documents (plans and/or specifications) for the construction being sought
has been filed with the City Clerk of Jackson, MS.

Canizaro Cawthon Davis
129 South President St
Jackson, MS 39201
601.948.7337 – P
The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national
origin, or sex in consideration for an award.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal
business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a precondition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with
the bid submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the
City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s
Equal Business Opportunity Program, please contact of the Division of Equal
Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO
Plan Applications and a copy of the Program, as attached, are available at 200
South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs,
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who
seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in
the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.
Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in
the project manual. The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all
bids and to waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to
accept any proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of Jackson.
A PRE-BID CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD – NON-MANDATORY

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the request.
Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment is received.

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the request. Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until payment
is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 2:00 p.m. central time on August 23,
2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference
is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work.
Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking opportunities to provide work
as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend the pre-bid conference, though
attendance is not mandatory.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 10:00 a.m. central time on August 23,
2016, in the Community Room, 3rd Floor Mezzanine Level, at the Main Terminal Building at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, MS 39208. Attendance at the Pre-Bid Conference
is mandatory for all those submitting bids as a Prime Contractor for the Work.
Identified Sub-Contractors and or persons seeking opportunities to provide
work as a Sub-Contractor are encouraged to attend the pre-bid conference,
though attendance is not mandatory.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by
Addendum issued before the Bid; to waive informalities in the bidding process;
and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding the
Contract.

JMAA reserves the right to amend the plans and specifications for the Work by
Addendum issued before the Bid; to waive informalities in the bidding process;
and to hold and examine bids for up to ninety (90) days before awarding the
Contract.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda by
posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-center/). JMAA will also
endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with
JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

If it becomes necessary to revise any aspect of this Request for Bids or to provide additional information to Bidders, JMAA will issue one or more Addenda by
posting on JMAA’s website (http://jmaa.com/RFQrfb-center/). JMAA will also
endeavor to deliver a copy of each Addendum, to all persons on record with
JMAA as receiving a copy of the Information for Bidders, via email.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 10% for the Work solicited
by this RFB.

JMAA has established a DBE participation goal of 10% for the Work solicited
by this RFB.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY

DATE: August 10, 2016
		

/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer

DATE: August 10, 2016
/s/ Carl D. Newman, A.A. E.
			Carl D. Newman, A.A. E., Chief Executive Officer

8/11/2016 8/18/2016

8/11/2016 8/18/2016

All Contractors who intend to submit “BIDS” are encouraged to attend a pre-bid
conference to be held at Community Center at the Jackson Zoo, Livingston
Park Dr, Jackson, MS on August 24, 2016, at 10:00 AM.
Terry Williamson			
Attorney				

Jerriot Smash, Interim Director
Department of Public Works		

Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer
8/11/2016, 8/18/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi
Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, September 13, 2016, at which time said
bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President
Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:
96270-091316 – Sale of Recycle Refrigerators, Other White
		
Goods, Air Conditions, Gas Tanks & Various Scrap
n
Metals-24 Month
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT HYPERLINK “http://WWW.JACKSONMS.
GOV” WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As
a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a
completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application,
with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the
City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being
awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638.
Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO
Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South
President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net
price in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the
lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all
or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating
the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that
the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items,
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that
determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division 		
(601) 960-1025 or 1533
8/11/2016, 8/18/2016

HOUSE FOR RENT

$400.00 PER MONTH – Jackson
Living Room; Two (2) bedrooms, one with
his & her closets; Kitchen with plenty of cabinets
(no stove, no fridge); Walk-in bath with cabinets top &
bottom; Extra room for another bedroom; Storage area;
110 & 220 Outlets. Call 601-668-2776.
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A USE PERMIT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A VARIANCE

ZONING CASE NO. 3947

ZONING CASE NO. 3933

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE
JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or
in any way affected thereby, that Millsaps College has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Use Permit to build a monument sign with a digital messaging center within a C-3
(General) Commercial District on property located at 2395 North State St.,
in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more
particularly described as:

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Singh Petro, LLC has filed with the Planning Board for the City of
Jackson, an application requesting an eight (8) feet Variance from the east/rear
building setback where a fifteen feet setback for rear yards is required and
a five (5) feet Variance from the side yard variance where a twenty–five (25)
feet set back is required for properties that adjoin residentially zoned properties
within a C-2 (Limited) Commercial District on property located at 1302 North
State St., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being
more particularly described as:

A certain lot or parcel of land fronting on the western line of North State
Street and on the southern line of Woodrow Wilson Avenue (U.S. Highway
No.49), Jackson, Mississippi and being situated in the NE-1/4 of the NE-1/4
of Section 34, T6N, R1E, Frist Judicial District of Hinds Count, Mississippi,
and being more particularly described as follows:
For a point of beginning, begin at an iron stake marking the point of intersection of the north line of Park Avenue (a 40-foot avenue) with the western
line of North State Street (an 80-foot street), as both streets are now (1971)
laid out in the City of Jackson, Mississippi, and run thence north 16 deg.
20’30” east along the western line of North State Street for a distance of
578.0 feet to an iron stake; run thence north 18 deg. 41’30” east along the
western line of North State Street for a distance of 477.13 feet to an iron
stake; continue thence north 18 deg. 41’30” east along the western line of
North State Street for a distance 161.37 feet to an iron stake; run thence
north 16 deg. 47’07” east along the western line of North State Street for
a distance of 750.34 feet to an iron stake marking the point of intersection
of said street line with the radius of a certain curve extended south 73 deg.
12’53” east; then using this point as the true point of beginning for the lot or
parcel of land being herein conveyed, and run thence south 16 deg. 47’07’’
west along the western line of North State Street for a distance of 100.0
feet. to an iron stake; run thence north 73 deg. 12’53” west for a distance
of 125.0 feet to an iron stake; run thence north 19 deg. 59’16” west for a
distance of 258.84 feet to an iron stake on the south line of Woodrow Wilson Avenue (said iron stake being a distance of 100.0 ft. measured North
89 deg. 34’35” west along the south line of Woodrow Wilson Avenue from
an iron stake marking its point of intersection with the radius of a certain
curve); run thence south 89 deg. 34’35” east along the south line of Woodrow Wilson Avenue for a distance of 100.0 feet to an iron stake on the radius line of a certain curve; run thence north 00 deg. 25’25” east along the
radius of said curve for a distance of 2.49 feet to an iron stake marking the
point of curve of said curve; rune thence in a southeasterly direction along
the southern line of Woodrow Wilson Avenue to a southwesterly direction
along the western line of North State Street, said street line being measure
along the circumference of a curve to the right, having a radius of 143.71
feet and a central angle of 106 deg. 21 ‘42”, for a distance of 266.78 feet
to an iron stake marking the end of said curve; run thence south 73 deg.
12’53” east along the radius of said curve extended southeasterly for a
distance of 0.51 feet to the true point of beginning; containing an area of
1.043 acres.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday,
August 24, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby
will be heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will
be established upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be
made by any person owning property within the area, and if made in writing
must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing
thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a
request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance,
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or
auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 28th day of July 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

THE EAST 101 FEET OF THE PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY DAVID L. JONES
THROUGH THE WARRANTY DEED FROM P. ZEB JONES, ADMINISTRATOR, RECORDED IN BOOK 1908 AT PAGE 531, OF THE RECORDS OF
THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI,
AND THROUGH WARRANTY DEED FROM SYLVIA ROBERTS PEARSON,
CONSERVATOR, RECORDED IN BOOK 1892 AT PAGE 514 OF THE AFORESAID RECORDS, SAID PROPERTY BEING LOCATED AT THE NORTHEAST
CORNER OF THE INSTERSECTION OF NORTH STATE STREET AND
POPLAR BOULEVARD FRONTING 133 FEET,MORE OR LESS, ON NORTH
STATE STREET AND 101FEET ON POPLAR BOULEVARD, AND ALSO BEING ONE AND THE SAME PROPERTY WHICH IS MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS,TO-WIT:
THE WEST 101FEET OF THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED TRACTS OF
LAND:
TRACT 1:
THE SOUTH TWO-THIRDS OF LOT 7, SQUARE “D”, OF THE NORTH PARK
ADDITION, A SUBDIVISION IN AND TO THE CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, ACCORDING TO THE MAP OR PLAT THEREOF WHICH IS ON FILE
AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF HINDS
COUNTY AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, IN SURVEYORS RECORD BOOK A
AT PAGE 309, REFERENCE TO WHICH IS HEREBY MADE IN AID OF AND
AS A PART HEREOF. THIS BEING THE SAME PROPERTY ACQUIRED BY
J.L. ROBERTS BY INSTRUMENTS RECORDED IN BOOK 160 AT PAGE 44,
AND IN BOOK 252 AT PAGE 555, OF THE RECORDS OF SAID COUNTY.
TRACT II:
BEGINNING EAST SIDE OF NORTH STATE STREET 66 2/3 FEET NORTH
OF POPLAR BOULEVARD; NORTH 66 2/3 FEET; EAST 126 FEET; SOUTH
66 2/3 FEET; WEST 118 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING IN LOTS 6
AND 7, BLOCK “D” NORTH PARK ADDITION, IN THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HINDS COUNTY, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK A PAGE 309.
BEING THE SAME PROPERTY DESCRIBED IN WARRANTY DEED RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 4940, AT PAGE 726, OF THE LAND RECORDS
OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HINDS COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI.
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S.
President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August
24, 2016, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard
both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be established
upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City
Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any person owning
property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is
desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will take steps to accommodate
citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 28th day of July 2016.

I. APPLICATIONS FOR CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
A. OLD BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2016-12, REQUEST BY: TANDEM INVESTMENTS, LLC
(APPLICANT: JENNIFER WELCH) TO DEMOLISH A HOUSE LOCATED AT 758 LORRAINE STREET, IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC DISTRICT.
2. CASE NO. 2016-15, REQUEST BY: RUFFIN LOWRY (APPLICANT:
TIM TAYLOR) TO DEMOLISH EXISTING CARPORT AND REPLACE
WITH TWO CAR GARAGE, REMOVE VINYL SIDING AND REPLACE
WITH HARDIE PLANK SIDING, REPLACE FRONT WINDOWS; AND
ADD A PORCH ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE HOME FOR THE
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1446 ST. ANN STREET IN THE BELHAVEN
HISTORIC DISTRICT.
B. NEW BUSINESS
1. CASE NO. 2016-22, REQUEST BY: CAROL TAFF, TO CONSTRUST
A WOOD POST AND WIRE SIDE AND BACK YARD FENCE LOCATED
AT 1705 MYRTLE STREET IN THE BELHAVEN HISTORIC BISTRICT
II. OTHER ITEMS
III. ADJOURN
8/18/2016, 8/25/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3944
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by the
City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page 115
thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected
thereby, that Anthony Ratliff has filed with the Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from C80-C3 (General) Commercial
District to C-3 (General) Commercial District with a Use Permit, to operate a Used
Car Dealership on property located at 1619 University Blvd., in the First Judicial
District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:
LOT 11 LESS 10 FT OF EAST SIDE & LOT 22 MISSISSIPPI ADDITION
Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the Andrew
Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, August 24, 2016,
at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be heard both pro and
con on said question, after which a record will be established upon which the City
Planning Board can make its recommendation to the City Council of Jackson. Any
objection thereto may be made by any person owning property within the area,
and if made in writing must be filed with the City Zoning Administrator before said
time if a hearing thereof or consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said
date. If a request is made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance,
the City will take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary
aids for the visually/hearing impaired.
WITNESS my signature this 28TH day of July 2016.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
8/4/2016, 8/18/2016

8/4/2016, 8/18/2016

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE JACKSON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION (JHPC) WILL HOLD ITS MONTHLY MEETING OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2016, AT 12:00 P.M.
IN THE ANDREW JACKSON CONFERENCE ROOM (RM. 105) OF THE
WARREN HOOD BUILDING, 200 SOUTH PRESIDENT STREET, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

8/4/2016, 8/18/2016

LEGAL
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING ANALYST

This is a professional accounting position with heavy emphasis on accounts payables. Accounting functions include the maintenance of various accounting ledgers,
maintenance of controls and balances on a variety of accounting activities, review of
financial statements and preparation of reports from various sources. Auditing function includes analyses of accounts, transactions, contracts, and testing of transactions
for compliance with established laws, rules, and regulations. The incumbent should
have a thorough understanding of principles of accounting and should develop knowledge of state and federal laws in relation to financial administration.

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED
Receives general supervision from the Chief Financial Officer and direct supervision
from the Accounting and Finance Manager.

Exercises no supervision.

EXAMPLES OF IMPORTANT DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES -- Essential and
important duties and responsibilities may include, but are not limited to, the following:
Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
• Performs audit examinations and analyses of financial documents, invoice packets for payment, reconciliations, and related forms to determine compliance or noncompliance with policies, procedures, regulations, and statues.
• Verifies financial transactions and documents for correctness, mathematical accuracy and proper coding and makes corrections as needed.
• Reconciles processed work by verifying entries and comparing system reports
to balances.
• Charges expenses to accounts and cost centers by analyzing invoice/expense
reports and recording entries.
• Processes and ensures accuracy of employee travel advances via travel authorization forms.

• Prepares and issues Forms 1096 and 1099 MISC.

sources of funding, multiple services contracts, and multi-agency contacts.

• Updates and maintains vendor database.

• Advanced oral and written communication skills and the ability to adequately relay
data, facts and information.

• Researches, compiles, and prepares reports, manuals, correspondence, and
other information.
• Analyzes reports, transaction details, and spreadsheets in order to summarize
and compile statistical and financial data for financial reporting.
• Maintains ledgers, performs balancing operations, and reviews financial statements for accuracy of application of accounting principles and conformity with established departmental policies.
• Performs other departmental job functions as needed to accommodate changing business requirements or practices including, but not limited to the following:
cross-training and performance payroll duties, preparation of various reports and
reconciliations, fixed assets maintenance and tracking, accounts receivable and
revenue, and more.
• Assists staff by providing fiscal information, explaining procedures, and answering questions.
• Performs a variety of general clerical duties including typing, maintaining files and
records, and ordering supplies.
Other Important Responsibilities and Duties:
￼
• Attends and participates in professional group meetings; stays abreast of changes within the field of accounting that impact JMAA.
• Reviews data and reports deficiencies found in controls, duplicated efforts, fraud,
or non- compliance with internal controls, polices, procedures, laws, and regulations.
Knowledge, skills, and ability to:

• Pays employees by receiving and verifying expense reports for advances and
prepares checks.

• High degree of problem solving capability and time management skills; results
oriented.

• Pays vendors by monitoring discount opportunities; schedules and prepares
checks; works with procurement staff to resolve purchase order, contract, invoice,
or payment discrepancies and documentation, recommends stop-payments or
purchase order amendments.

• Strong interpersonal skills; ability to thrive in a collaborative, customer-focused
and nonpartisan work environment.

• Verifies vendor accounts by reconciling monthly statements and requesting unpaid invoices for processing.
• Prepares monthly claims docket in a timely manner.

• A detail-oriented, highly organized individual, with a high degree of business
knowledge, and attention and concentration to highly sensitive information.
• Ability to work in a team environment on multiple projects while effectively communicating in a professional manner with all levels of management.
• Experience in a complex environment with rapidly changing needs, multiple

• Sufficiently knowledgeable of generally accepted accounting principles of accounting/auditing and the implementation and administration of such principles.
• Ability to work creatively and quickly within the structure of the public sector
• Ability to prioritize tasks and meet deadlines.
• Ability to reason and act independently; use sound judgment and requires minimum supervision.
• Must be able to pass and maintain background and security clearance.
• Ability to operate general office equipment, including telephones, computers, and
ability to lift and move files, some standing and stooping or bending.
Education and Experience:
• A Bachelor’s Degree in accounting or finance with a minimum of 24 semester
hours of accounting selected from the courses below:
Principles of Accounting I and II
Intermediate Accounting I and II
Advanced Accounting
Auditing
Governmental Accounting Federal Income Tax
Advanced Federal Income Tax Cost Accounting
Managerial Accounting
• Applicant will be required to provide a transcript during the final stage of the selection process.
• Three (3) years of experience in accounting or auditing.
• Other combinations of experience and education that meet the minimum requirements may be substituted.
Please submit a completed copy of the following employment application to:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
Human Resources Department
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, MS 39298-8109
Fax: (601) 664-3514
Email: recruiter@jmaa.com
Acceptance deadline is August 30, 2016 EOE
8/18/2016, 8/25/2016
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PLANTS THAT DEER WILL PASS BY!
LOOK FOR THE DEER PROOF LOGO AT YOUR
LOCAL MISSISSIPPI GARDEN CENTER!

J A C K S O N
UPTON TIRE
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
Countyline Road and State Street
3118 Livingston Road
MURPHY USA
CASH & CARRY
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Capitol Street and Monument Street
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
CITY HALL
RITE AID
219 S President St
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
RITE AID
2659 Livingston Road
114 E. McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
RITE AID
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
6075 Old Canton Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
C A N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
A&I
4331 Highway 80W
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
B&B
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BOUTIQUE STORE
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
DOLLAR GENERAL
BULLY’S STORE
304 Briarwood Dr
Church Street - Canton, MS
Nursery and Landscape
DOLLARMS
GENERAL
COMMUNITY MART
Deer Proof Plants743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
FRYER LANE GROCERY
104 Terry Rd
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
JJ MOBIL
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
2325 Livingston Rd.
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET PASS
K & K ONE STOP
Northside Drive
3.792 x 4
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
LACY’S INSURANCE
653 Duling Avenue
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
Jackson Medical Mall
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
SHELL FOOD MART
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
5492 Watkins Drive
B Y R A M
SPORTS MEDICINE
DOLLAR GENERAL
Fortification and I-55
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road
C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51
T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue
R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Funds for this project were provided through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.

*ALERT*
IVC / BLOOD CLOT FILTERS
ACT NOW - You may be entitled to financial compensation if you have
been injured after having a procedure to insert a blood clot filter.
The use of a retrievable IVC filter (also known as a blood clot filter)
may cause the following problems:
device fracture, device movement, chest or leg pain, bleeding or other
severe injury or death.
If you believe you or a loved one may have a claim against the manufacturer of this product, please contact:

JOHN HUNTER STEVENS
Attorney at Law, Jackson, MS
LANTS
THAT DEER WILL PASS BY
1-800-556-6770 or (601) 366-1900
Jstevens91@aol.com
LOOK FOR THE
DEER PROOF LOGO AT YOUR

P

!

LOCAL MISSISSIPPI GARDEN CENTER!

No fees unless we collect for you. More information
available upon request. Call us for a free consultation.
We are only handling claims against the manufacturer.

We also handle personal injury and workers’ compensation claims.

John H. Stevens
IVC Filters

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.
C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

For Sale

with Medical Billing and Insurance
Claims. Online training can get you
ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED, DELIVERED
TO-THE-DOOR
OMAHA
STEAKS! SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 FREE
Omaha Steaks Burgers. Order The Family
Gourmet Buffet - ONLY $49.99. 1-800733-7921, mention offer 46191MCE or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/fire38

PASS
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEED3.792 x 4
ED! Train at home for a career working

H o! m e
PLANTS THAT DEER WILL PASS BY

Computers

Security

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses, PROTECT YOUR HOME with fully cusLOOK FOR THEorDEER
PROOF LOGOtomizable
AT YOUR security and 24/7 monitoring
lost data, hardware
software
LOCAL
MISSISSIPPI
GARDEN
CENTER!
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7 right from your smart-phone. Receive
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and up to $1500 in equipment, free
(restrictions apply). Call 1-800-815-5610
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-5830945

Services-Misc.

Funds for this project were provided through the Mississippi Department of Agriculture
and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop Grant Program.
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been injured after having 48
a procedure
Webto insert a blood clot filter.
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filter (also
may cause the following problems:
device fracture, device movement, chest or leg pain, bleeding or other
severe injury or death.
If you believe you or a loved one may have a claim against the manufacturer of this product, please contact:

JOHN HUNTER STEVENS
Attorney at Law, Jackson, MS
1-800-556-6770 or (601) 366-1900
Jstevens91@aol.com
No fees unless we collect for you. More information
available upon request. Call us for a free consultation.
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runs
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against
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Surveys
show that
8 out
of 10
read aclaims.
newspaper
We also handle
personal
injury
andMississippians
workers’ compensation
weekly.(Pulse Research, June 2016.) And they expect it and look forward
to it for trusted news and shopping information!

Shouldn’t your business advertising be
where Mississippians want to see it?

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org

48 Web
3.556 x 4

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link
3.792 x 6

please call: 601-896-0084
or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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and Commerce, USDA Specialty Crop GrantAT&T
Program. U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln Heritage
Life Insurance Company needs Life at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
Insurance Agents. Leads. No
cold calls. year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
*ALERT*
Commissions paid daily. Renewals. learn more.
IVCLife
/ BLOOD
CLOT FILTERS
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Agency training.
license required.
Highspeed
Internet
Only
Call 1-888-713-6020
$49.95/mo!
Ask about a 3 year price
ACT NOW - You may be entitled to financial compensation
if you have
Emplo
ym
e nafter
t - having
T r u acprocedure
king
& get Netflix included for 1
been
injured
a blood clot filter.
46 Webto insertguarantee
year!
Call Today 1-800-319-2526
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW. Being
Trained
3.33
x4
The use
a retrievable
IVC
filter (also
knownULTIMATE
as a blood clot filter)
BUNDLE from DIRECTV
and Hired
forofMcElroy
Truck
Lines.
NO
may cause the following problems:
and
AT&T.
2
Year Price Guarantee. Just
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
device fracture, device movement, chest or leg pain,
bleeding/ ormonth
other (TV / fast internet /
$89.99
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
severe injury or death. phone). FREE Whole-Home Genie HD$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540DVR Upgrade. New customers only. Call
7364. If you believe you or a loved one may have a claim
against the manutoday.
1-800-215-6713

F o r facturer
R e n oft this product, please contact:

Services-Legal

JOHN HUNTER STEVENS
DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT CHILAttorney at Law, Jackson,DREN,
MS $125. Includes name change
and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
1-800-556-6770 or (601) 366-1900
hundreds. Fast and easy. 1-888-733Jstevens91@aol.com7165, call us toll FREE 24/7.

No fees unless we collect for you. More information
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEavailable upon request. Call us for a free consultation.
FITS.
Unable
to late
work?
Denied
hear claims
that question
a lot
when the
mail runs
or a paper
gets benefits?
lost!
We are onlyWe
handling
against the
manufacturer.

We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start

show
that 8compensation
out of 10 Mississippians
read a newspaper
We also handle personalSurveys
injury and
workers’
claims.

1,300 Sq. Ft.
Shouldn’t your business advertising be
Services-Medical
where Mississippians want to see it?
Office Space
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s

weekly.(Pulse Research, June
2016.)
And they expect
it and
look Bill
forward
your
application
today!
Call
Gordon
to it for trusted&news
and
shopping
information!
Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

Mississippi Press Services
For Lease

largest senior living referral service.

our trusted,
experts today!
To order your advertising call Contact
Sue at 601-981-3060
or emaillocal
shicks@mspress.org
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
46 Web
1-800-514-5471.
3.33 x 4 STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
3.556 x 6 Call 1-800-823-2564.
prescription!
Promo Code CDC201625.

North Jackson

601-981-3060
For Sale

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cushioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-2318360. www.pews1.com

Weight Control
START LOSING WEIGHT with
Nutrisystem’s
All-New Turbo 10
Plus! Free Shakes are available to help
crush your hunger!* Call us now at 1800-973-8817 *Conditions may apply.

Place Your Classified Ad

STATEWIDE
In 95 Newspapers!

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement Available
To Place Your Ad Order Call:

MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of August 14, 2016
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Newk’s Cares, St. Dominic
to raise funds, awareness
regarding ovarian cancer
The Mississippi Link Newswire
While no early detection
test currently exists for the
one in 78 women diagnosed
with ovarian cancer each year,
Newk’s Cares and St. Dominic’s are working to change
that. The duo is joining forces
again to raise critical awareness
and support of ovarian cancer
prevention and treatment with
a free lunch and learn Aug. 25,
followed by the third annual
Ovarian Cycle®Jackson spin
celebration Sept. 29, in recognition of September as Ovarian
Cancer Awareness Month.
“We can’t wait to educate
our community about the early
signs of this vicious disease,”
said Lori Newcomb, Newk’s
Cares co-founder and ovarian
cancer survivor. “Doctors usually detect ovarian cancer late –
the point at which women face
a 45 percent chance of survival.
However, this five-year survival rate jumps to more than
90 percent with early detection. Knowing what symptoms
to look for and when to go to

the doctor could save your life
or that of a loved one in the future.”
Mississippians can hear from
Newcomb as well as St. Dominic’s gynecologic oncologists
Dr. Paul Seago and Dr. Christen Haygood at the public lunch
and learn in the Ethnic Heritage
Building at the Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry Museum
at 11:30 a.m. Aug. 25. Attendees can pre-register for the
lunch and submit questions to
the panel by emailing NewksCares@Newks.com.
In addition to receiving detailed information on ovarian
cancer and enjoying a complimentary meal provided by
Newk’s Eatery, guests will hear
from Dr. Jill Madden regarding her latest research. Madden’s study, “The Effect of
FoxM1 Inhibition on Ovarian
Cancer Immunity and Sensitivity,” is funded by the Ovarian
Caner Research Fund Alliance
through money raised by Ovarian Cycle®Jackson and other
Newk’s Cares initiatives.

Newk’s Cares is committed
to funding research projects,
like Madden’s, that will one
day lead to an early detection
test and cure for ovarian cancer.
Members of the community
are invited to join in making
this a reality by riding in Ovarian Cycle®Jackson at The Club
at The Township Sept. 29. Participants can choose from one
of five 45-minute time slots
by registering at NewksCares.
com. A light breakfast will be
provided at 8:30 a.m. and the
first cycling session will begin
at 9 a.m. with sessions to follow on every hour until 2 p.m.
“As the fifth leading cause of
cancer deaths among American
women, ovarian cancer is often
called the ‘silent killer,’” said
Lester K. Diamond, president
of St. Dominic Hospital. “We
are thrilled to continue our
partnership with Newk’s Cares
as we strive to silence this disease forever.”
For more information, visit
NewksCares.co and follow
Newk’s Cares on Facebook.

Yellow fever vaccination drive
starts; global spread warned
By Carley Petesch
Associated Press
DAKAR, Senegal – One of
the largest yellow fever outbreaks in decades could soon
spread globally, aid group Save
the Children warned on Tuesday
as the World Health Organization is set to launch one of the
largest emergency vaccination
campaigns ever attempted in
Africa.
The massive vaccination campaign begins this week in Congo
and Angola, with the aim of
vaccinating more than 14 million people in more than 8,000
locations to stem the disease’s
spread. WHO says more than
400 people have already died in
this outbreak.
But supplies of the vaccine are
limited. The more than 18 million vaccines that have been sent
to the continent are far short of
the 40 million doses some experts think are needed to contain
the outbreak, according to a recent Associated Press investigation.
WHO says it must now use
one-fifth the standard vaccine
dose, which lasts about a year.
Protecting as many people as
possible is at the heart of this
strategy. With a limited supply,
we need to use these vaccines
very carefully,” said William

Perea, WHO’s coordinator for
the Control of Epidemic Diseases Unit.
Save The Children, which is
sending a rapid reaction unit to
support vaccinations in Congo,
warned the epidemic could soon
spread to the Americas, Asia and
Europe and other cities in Africa.
“There is no known cure for
yellow fever and it could go
global,” said Heather Kerr, Save
the Children’s country director
for Congo.
Yellow fever is not highly
contagious and is easily prevented with vaccines. The mostly mosquito-spread virus was
largely wiped out from the West
following the development of
two vaccines in the 1930s, but
still sparks epidemics in Africa
and Latin America.
The virus is transmitted by the
same species of mosquito that
spreads Zika, dengue and chikungunya. Once infected, people often fall ill with fever and
muscle pain, but many recover
after several days. Others reach
the more toxic phases, with possible bleeding from the eyes,
ears and nose, organ failure and
the jaundice which originally
gave the disease its name, according to Save the Children.
WHO in February announced

the outbreak of yellow fever in
Angola’s capital, Luanda.
From Angola, the virus spread
to Congo, with a total of 5,000
suspected cases. Only 2 million
people in Congo’s capital, Kinshasa, have been vaccinated so
far, WHO said. It plans to vaccinate at least 8 million people
there.

THE MISSISSIPPI LINK • A19

A20 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

AUGUST 18 - 24, 2016

www.mississippilink.com

Biles snatches fourth Simone Manuel’s gold
gold in Olympics
medal is not just for her
By Josh Hoffner
Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO – Simone Biles closed
her Rio Olympics with more gymnastics gold.
Usain Bolt breezed through another sprint as
he makes a run at one final Olympic title in his
favorite race.
Bolt easily won a qualifying race Aug. 16,
in the 200 meters, the first step in his bid for
the gold Aug. 18. His prowess on the track is
the dominant story line of the final week of the
Olympics along with Biles’ great success in
gymnastics.
“I came out here to qualify,” Bolt said, “and
that’s what I did.”
Biles won the floor exercise Aug. 16, her
fourth gold of the games. She is only the fourth
Olympic gymnast to accomplish that feat.
She added a bronze in the balance beam
event Aug. 15, in what marked the first day
of Summer Olympics competition since 2008
that the United States didn’t win a gold medal.
The U.S. claimed gold on every day of the
2012 and 2016 Olympics.
The drought proved brief. Christian Taylor
won gold in the triple jump, and teammate
Will Claye came in second – a familiar result
for the Americans. Taylor and Claye finished
1-2 in triple jump in the 2012 London Games
as well.
It ended up being a pretty eventful day for
Claye. Moments after earning his silver, Claye
bounded into the stands, dropped to a knee

By Beth Harris
Associated Press

Simone Biles performs on the floor during
the artistic gymnastics women’s apparatus
final at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de
Janeiro on Aug. 16.
and proposed to his longtime girlfriend, hurdler Queen Harrison. She said yes.
Brazil hasn’t enjoyed anywhere near the
success in the Olympics as the Americans, but
the host nation has been competitive in several
events. One day after a Brazilian pulled off
an upset to win the pole vault Monday night,
the women’s soccer team lost to Sweden in a
shootout. The Brazil men are still alive, however, and they play a soccer semifinal against
Honduras on Aug. 17.
And Rio Olympic officials have one less
trouble to worry about after a series of mishaps including robberies, stray gunfire and a
falling camera outside the basketball arena.
The Olympic diving pool whose water turned
a murky green a week ago had reverted to its
usual blue Aug. 16.

Former JSU sprinter Jobodwana
competes at Olympics
SWAC.org
Former Jackson State sprinter Anaso Jobodwana ran during the qualifying heats of
the Men’s 200-meter dash at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janiero, Brazil Aug. 16.
Jobodwana clocked a time of 20.53 seconds in his heat, good for a fourth-place finish in his group. However, the mark left him
on the outside looking in when it came to
qualifying for the event semifinals.
It was the second-straight Olympic Games
appearance for the Tiger standout, as the
South African native finished eighth in the
event in his first appearance on the Olympic
stage (2012; London).
At JSU, Jobodwana established himself
as one of the top short-distance sprinters in
school history, winning multiple conference
titles and earning top-4 placings in the na-

Former JSU track star Anaso Jobodwana
(left) competed Aug. 16, in the 2016 Olympic
Games. PHOTO COURTESY SWAC.ORG
tional championship meets.
This concludes the SWAC representation at the Olympiad, as Jackson State alum
Michael Tinsley competed in the 400-meter
hurdles Aug. 15.

RIO DE JANEIRO – When she
was 11, Simone Manuel came home
and asked her mother a question:
Why weren’t there more people who
looked like her in swimming?
Mom didn’t have an answer.
“We got on the internet and did
some searches and we came up with
some information,” Sharron Manuel
said. “At that moment she really realized she was OK with who she was.
It was important for me to do that for
her because even at that time I saw
she could do something special.”
Her parents were in the stands behind the medal podium at the Olympic Aquatics Center on Thursday
night to see their daughter swim her
signature event at the Rio Games.
When it was over, Marc and Sharron
Manuel couldn’t immediately see
the videoboard with the results.
The 20-year-old from Sugar Land,
Texas, had just become the first African-American woman to win an
individual gold medal in swimming.
Her time of 52.70 seconds in the
100-meter freestyle was an American and Olympic record.
“Then my husband saw Olympic
record and saw she had gotten first,”
Sharron told The Associated Press
by phone Friday. “We know how
hard she had worked and she had
sacrificed a lot to get to this point.”
While the world and social media
lauded her milestone, Manuel didn’t
have time to celebrate. She was right
back in the pool on Friday, qualifying 11th in the 50-meter freestyle
preliminaries. She was staying off
her phone that froze up because of an
overload of text messages and calls.
“I just wanted to re-focus and move
forward from the 100,” she said. “I
haven’t really gotten a chance to take
everything in, but that’s OK because
I want to do well in the rest of my
events this week.”
Manuel recognizes the significance of her achievement, yet she
has never wanted to be defined solely by the color of her skin. After her
win, she mentioned police brutality
in the U.S. and said she hoped her
victory helps mend the nation’s racial divide in some way.
“She wants to be seen as an individual who just like everyone else
has worked hard to be where she is,”
Sharron Manuel said. “She would
like to be recognized for her merits
and dedication. It’s not just about her
skin color. She understands that it’s
a part of it.”
At the same time, Manuel knows
that by winning Olympic gold in a
sport that still has few people of color, especially in the United States,
she carries what she described as
“the weight of the black community.”

Simone Manuel became the first African-American woman to win gold in an
Olympic individual swimming event Aug. 11. PHOTO BY ODD ANDERSEN/AFP/GETTY
She put her head in her hands
and wept in the pool after she tied
16-year-old Canadian Penny Oleksiak and realized the depth of her
achievement.
“I would like there to be a day
where there are more of us and it’s
not ‘Simone, the black swimmer,’”
she said, “because the title ‘black
swimmer’ makes it seem like I’m
not supposed to be able to win a gold
medal or I’m not supposed to be able
to break records and that’s not true
because I work just as hard as anybody else.”
As a child, Manuel always loved
the water. When she was 18 months
old and her mother’s back was briefly
turned, she scurried into the bathtub
fully clothed to play with her brother.
“We would have to watch her if
it was bath time because she would
always try to sneak off to get in the
bathtub with him because she loved
the water,” her mother said. “We
didn’t know then that this is what we
were in for.”
She started swimming at a pool
near her childhood home in Brooklyn, New York, where the other
kids were mostly Chinese from her
school located in Chinatown. Manuel learned Mandarin as a result.
She stuck with swimming while
her brother played basketball. In
2010, she experienced a turning
point, being chosen for USA Swimming’s diversity select camp, where
she met other talented minorities.
That inspired and motivated her to
keep going. Now at Stanford, she is
majoring in science, technology and
society.
Before Manuel, there were only
a handful of minorities on the U.S.
national team. Cullen Jones was
the best known, having won two
golds and two silvers at the last two
Olympics. He is a major proponent of USA Swimming’s “Make a
Splash” campaign that seeks to prevent drownings by teaching youngsters to swim with an emphasis on
minorities.
African Americans make up just
1.3 percent of USA Swimming’s

337,084 members, according to the
governing body’s 2015 membership
data. But those numbers have been
creeping up slightly in the past few
years.
Swimming has struggled to attract
minorities in part because typically
those who can’t swim had parents
who also could not swim and were
fearful of drowning. According to
USA Swimming statistics, 70 percent of African Americans and 60
percent of Hispanic and Latino children cannot swim compared to 40
percent of whites. Black children
drown at a rate nearly three times
higher than their white peers.
A generation ago, African Americans were largely denied access to
pools and so it never became part of
their recreational culture to swim. In
the 1960s, many whites left cities for
private pools and clubs in the suburbs, where segregation continued
to exist.
JaVe Bonner, a pre-med student at
George Mason University, said Manuel’s win is significant to her because
she was told when she was younger
that she couldn’t go into a neighborhood pool since her skin was “dirty.”
“To me, this win shows that black
people are resilient and soar through
adversity,” she wrote in an email.
Jones, who didn’t make this
year’s Olympic team, tweeted out
his pride in Manuel, calling her
achievement “amazing.” Congrats
also poured in from Tony Awardwinning actor and writer Lin-Manuel Miranda of the Broadway smash
“Hamilton” and NBA Hall of Famer
Magic Johnson.
Manuel was quick to single out
Jones, Olympic and Stanford teammate Lia Neal and former Olympic
swimmer Maritza Correia for blazing a path for her.
“The gold medal wasn’t just for
me, it was for people who have come
before me and inspired me to stay in
the sport, and for people who believe
they can’t do it,” she said. “I hope
I’m an inspiration for others to get
out there and try swimming. They
might be pretty good at it.”

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.
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“THE
FIGHT
WITHIN”
BORN AGAIN BOXER TORN BETWEEN GOD,
RING IN TALE OF REDEMPTION

By Kam Williams
Columnist
Logan (John Major Davis)
and Mason (Mike H. Taylor)
have been doing their best to
move on with their lives since
the death of their father (Dan
Severn) a couple years ago
from a heart attack. But that
has proved easier said than
done, since their dad, Rich
“The Destroyer,” had been the
mixed martial arts heavyweight
champion.
Upon his retirement, Rich
had opened a gym which he
left in his will to both his
sons. However, while Mason
had been willing to assume
the reins of the business, Logan found himself looking for
something more meaningful in
life, despite the fact that he’d

exhibited promise as an MMA
cage fighter.
In fact, he’s the only person
who’d ever beaten Hayden
Dressler (Matt Leddo), the
otherwise undefeated Middleweight Champ. And with
Hayden aching to avenge that
loss, a decent payday might be
in the offing.
Nevertheless, Logan has
turned a new leaf, between
studying ethics in college where
he’s made the acquaintance of
Emma (Lelia Symington), a
cute, Christian classmate from
the other side of the tracks. She
proudly wears her faith on her
sleeve and talks freely about
her calling to mission to orphans in Mozambique.
Between Emma’s beguiling
beauty and his curiosity about

God, Logan finds himself falling for her hook, line and sinker. Soon, he’s ready to leave
the rough fight game, the only
world he’s ever known, behind.
Trouble is there’s a big promoter willing to sponsor a rematch with Hayden who has
been teasing him about being
afraid to enter the ring with
him again. Furthermore, Mason has hinted that he sure
could use a share of the purse
to stabilize the gym financially.
Only after receiving sage advice from a homeless old man
(Wesley Williams) about what
Jesus would advise does Logan
grudgingly agree to the showdown.
Thus unfolds The Fight
Within, a faith-based variation
on Rocky directed by Michael

Book Review

She Stood for Freedom

By Loki Mulholland, artwork by Charlotta Janssen
c.2016, Shadow Mountain • $14.99 / higher in Canada • 64 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist
Your parents always taught
you to stand up for yourself.
Form your own opinions, they
say, and don’t follow the crowd.
If so-and-so wanted to jump off
a cliff, be brave enough to not
go, too. Speak up when something’s not right, and hold your
head high. Stand up for yourself
and, in the new book “She Stood
for Freedom” by Loki Mulholland, stand up for others, too.
Growing up in Virginia in the
1940s and 1950s, Joan Trumpauer knew about segregation. It
was the law in most parts of the
South, but Trumpauer’s parents
were split on the issue: her father
was a Northerner who believed in
equality for all, while her mother
was a Southerner who demanded
racial separation.
When she was still a girl,
Trumpauer learned who was
right: on a dare, she went to a
neighborhood that her mother had forbidden her to visit.
There, she saw a tumbledown
school for black children, and
it shocked her. Treating people
differently wasn’t fair! She became determined to do something about it when she grew up.
After graduating from high
school, Trumpauer went to college, where she was invited to
join a demonstration. That was
something new for her, but she
sensed that it would anger her
parents. Still, how could she not
go?
In 1960, Trumpauer formally
joined the Civil Rights Movement, to stand with others in
equality. She participated in sitins, where people literally sat at
lunch counters until the stores
closed or the police came. She
picketed a segregated Maryland
amusement park that summer,
and helped her black friends
gain admittance. People warned
her family that she was making
trouble, but Trumpauer didn’t
care.
When she had a chance to be
one of the Freedom Riders, she
seized it. It was dangerous, and
it eventually landed Trumpauer
in prison, but that didn’t stop
her. Even as an adult with children of her own, Joan Trumpauer Mulholland continued with
her efforts for equality. Today,

she continues to remind people
that you don’t have to change
the whole world. You just have
to change your corner of it.
Remember how it felt to think
that your one small voice wasn’t
going to make a dent in anything
important? Yep, and “She Stood
for Freedom” proves otherwise.
Starting when his subject

was roughly the same age as
his intended readers, author
Loki Mulholland tells the littleknown story of his mother, Joan,
and the unsung work she did for
civil rights. I found that to be
the most interesting aspect of
this book – that one woman did
so much for the Movement, but
her name is rarely mentioned in
any history books. To read this
book, in fact, is like focusing on
one spot of a painting – or, more
aptly, to look at one square of
artist Charlotta Janssen’s illustrations here.
There is a version of this book
out there for preschoolers, so be
careful which one you choose.
This version of “She Stood for
Freedom” is meant for 8-to-12year-olds, and it can stand alone.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. Long-term memory
4. Fairy King
10. Sailor’s yes
11. Track
12. Mountain Standard Time
13. Batting order
14. Island in Malay Archipelago
16. Ending
17. Stuck up person
18. Megabyte
20. Air Force (abbr.)
22. Strong cord
26. Cycles per second
29. Visualizations
31. S. American llama
33. Oodles
34. Purchased
35. East northeast
36. Begin to grow
37. Imbue

DOWN
1. Baby sheep
2. Chicken brand
3. Subway
4. Giant
5. Housekeeper’s tool
6. Goddess
7. Memorization
8. Kiln
9. Goody two shoes
15. BB association
19. Women’s undergarment
21. Sheer, triangular scarf
23. Eyed
24. Big flower
25. Sugar-free brand
26. Taxies
27. Drop heavily
28. Foster
30. Dull
32. Gone by

© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page A18)

William Gordon. Although the
movie doesn’t really break any
new ground in terms of romantic, overcoming-the-odds
sports flicks, it remains rec-

ommended as Evangelical fare
that’s more entertaining than
heavy-handed.
Solid proof that you can get
the girl, the prize money and

salvation, provided God’s on
your side.
Kam Williams can be
reached at kam_williams@hotmail.com.
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Once-hot artists’
palettes stay cool
through campaign 2016
By Eric Easter
Urban News Service
“If I’m 100 percent honest, I’ve tried hard to
make a Hillary poster, but I can’t figure out where
to start,” says Los Angeles-based graphic artist
Charles White. “There’s no strong word or theme
that sparks my imagination.”
White is one of many creators who say that the
2016 race between Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump lacks the inspiration of the artistically rich
2008 campaign.
Astronaut. Warrior. Superman. Savior. If the
posters and buttons made for Barack Obama’s historic first run could speak, he was all of those things
– and more.
This art, most notably designer Shepard Fairey’s
iconic “HOPE” poster, sparked a groundswell of
grassroots support among the creative community.
This “lightning in a bottle” movement, some say,
lifted the excitement factor around the election of
America’s first black president.
But this time, observers – including many artists
who fueled 2008’s effort – detect a lack of visual
energy around both the Clinton and Trump campaigns.
Some ask if this perceived creative listlessness
mirrors opinion polls that reflect muted enthusiasm
among young women for Hillary Clinton, partly
based on the assumption among many of them that
glass ceilings no longer impede female achievement.
But Aaron Perry Zucker – director of the Creative
Action Network, the art/activism group that sprang
from 2008’s endeavor – thinks this is more about
changing times than anything else.
“There are so many different forces at play this
time. Most of all, expectations,” Perry-Zucker said.
“People are always asking, ‘What will the next
HOPE poster be?’ But there already was one. Nothing is ever going to be the same as that.
“Also, we are really not interested in doing what
we did before,” said Perry-Zucker. “The novelty
wore off. It’s not the same kind of campaign, not
the same atmosphere.”
Perry-Zucker, a designer in his own right, thinks
the source of designs makes all the difference.
“2008 was a bottom-up effort that demonstrated
the effectiveness of community and fan-led design, rather than top-down execution of a campaign
brand identity.”
Campaigns are embracing design with more intent in 2016, according to Zucker.
“The unprecedented excitement of 2008 made
campaigns realize that getting the design community excited is a smart thing to do.”
Still, the official logos of both the Trump and
Clinton campaigns were panned by professional
designers for being “boring” and out of date with
current design trends.
In response, Team Clinton recently launched the
“45 Pin Project,” an apparent attempt to recapture
the spirit of 2008 by enlisting 45 designers to develop buttons for the Democrat’s campaign.
Perry-Zucker appreciates the intent of this initiative. “It’s a top-down approach that attempts to
be as bottom-up as possible. Some of the pins are
pretty cool.”
Many of the designers who created popular
Obama posters simply have moved on to new assignments.
“It took a while to unpack the success of 2008.
How do you do that again without the element of
a once-in-a-lifetime campaign? Many people have
taken that idea and are creating work for other issues and opportunities for activism,” said PerryZucker.

Obama “Dream” poster PHOTO BY RAY NOLAND

Hillary poster PHOTO BY ALLISON CHANG
However, White – whose interpretations of classic book and album covers sell by the thousands on
the Etsy craft website – disputes Perry-Zucker’s assessment.
“I think it has more to do with the personality of
the candidates,” said White.
“When Obama was running,” White said, “he
was the first serious black candidate. You can’t really be status quo in that role, and creative people
fed off that energy.”
Both Perry-Zucker and White noted that, from an
artistic perspective, the better art has been focused
against both candidates. Said White, “The real energy seems to be in the negative space,” White said.
“The candidates don’t inspire, so you focus more
on the opponent. As a creative person, that’s more
entertaining anyhow.”
Both designers say that 2008’s creative explosion
stemmed from Obama being a charismatic person
who was, in many ways, a blank slate.
“I don’t think people remember how little we
knew about Obama,” White said. “From a design
point of view, that meant you could graft any image onto him, and it could fly. With both Trump
and Clinton, we’ve known them for too long, their
brands are cemented. I’m not so sure that design
would be effective as a rebranding tactic for either
side.”

Parker wins Sundance Award, creates fellowship
By Sandy Cohen
AP Entertainment Writer
LOS ANGELES – The writer,
director, producer and star of
“The Birth of a Nation” says the
Sundance Institute offered him
encouragement and support when
he needed it most.
“They are the family I never had
in this industry,” Nate Parker said
as he accepted the organization’s
Vanguard Award at a fundraising
dinner the evening of Aug. 11, at
the Ace Hotel in Los Angeles.
Parker wants other aspiring
filmmakers to have the same opportunity, so the cast and crew
of “The Birth of a Nation” is endowing a fellowship for a young
filmmaker of color to participate
in the Sundance Institute’s Ignite
program each year for the next
five years.
Parker said Sundance support
validated and inspired him as he
struggled to bring the true story of

Parker
slave rebellion leader Nat Turner
to the screen in “The Birth of a
Nation.”
The film won audience and
grand jury prizes when it premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in January. Fox Searchlight
will release it in October.
Parker compared the long process of making the film to being
on a deserted island.
“You’re by yourself and all you
have in your hand is your script

and your dream – whatever that
thing is, your voice – and you’re
surrounded by fear,” he said.
That’s when the Sundance Feature Film Program stepped in to
help, and Parker said he’s been
“desperately humbled” to accept
its support and accolades.
Parker is the fifth filmmaker
to receive the Vanguard Award,
joining previous recipients Benh
Zeitlin (“Beasts of the Southern
Wild”), Ryan Coogler (“Fruitvale Station”), Damien Chazelle
(“Whiplash”) and Marielle Heller
(“The Diary of a Teenage Girl”).
“Fruitvale Station” star Michael
B. Jordan presented Parker with
the prize, which includes ongoing
mentorship and a cash grant.
“I’ve worked very hard to use
my art to combat injustices everywhere I see them,” Parker said.
“That’s my voice ... and having
institutions like Sundance support
those things is everything.”
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piggly wiggly
August 17 - 23, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

FRESH GROUND

FRESH WHOLE

HAMBURGER
BEEF
$ 25

SMALL FRESH

BONELESS
PORK LOIN
$ 50

2

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

1

FRYER
BREAST
$ 00

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

FRESH

BONELESS
RIBEYE STEAK

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

$ 00

$ 99

$ 00

2

9

2

PER LB.

REGULAR OR BUN LENGTH

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

BALL PARK
HOT DOGS

USDA CHOICE

BONELESS
CHUCK ROAST

/3

BONELESS
CHUCK STEAK

3

15 OZ. PKG.

PER LB.

2 $

ADC CLASSIC

PER LB.

3

$ 50

$ 75

SAVE ON

ASSORTED TOPPINGS

BLUE BELL
ICE CREAM

FOLGERS
COFFEE

DIGIORNO
PIZZAS

/5

6

/ 10

PINTS

30.5 OZ. CAN

13 - 38.30 OZ.

5 $

$ 99

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE
WHITE OR RED SWEET

SWEET

SEEDLESS GRAPES

RED PLUMS

$ 69

$ 59

CRISP

GREEN CABBAGE

39
PER LB.

¢

FRESH LARGE

RIPE TOMATOES

75
PER LB.

¢

BLUE BONNET

SPREAD
MARGARINE
..............................
1 LB. QTRS.

89

¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY

JUMBO
4$
BISCUITS
......................................
16 OZ.

/5

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SHREDDED
2$
CHEESE
.......................................
8 OZ.

ASSORTED YOPLAIT GREEK

YOGURT
.................................
4 - 5.3 OZ.

/3

88¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY PREMIUM

ORANGE
$
JUICE
.....................................

2

88

SELECT PIGGLY WIGGLY

FROZEN
4$
VEGETABLES
.....................................

1

1

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

59 OZ.

PER LB.

PER LB.

2

PER LB.

PORK
SPARE RIBS
PER LB.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

SOLD IN 2 PACK, FRESH SMALL

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

16 OZ.

/5

PIGGLY WIGGLY SELECT

FRESH EXPRESS

SALAD MIX

1

12 OZ. BAG

$ 00

FROZEN
3$
POTATOES
..................................
2 LB. BAG

/5

JIMMY DEAN ON A STICK

PANCAKE &
$
SAUSAGE
.....................................
30 OZ.

5

99

