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Hinds County Sheriff Ty-
rone Lewis described ‘Op-
eration Bunny Hop’ as a ma-
jor success as the operation 
wrapped up a fourth year 
over the past Easter week-
end. 

“This initiative is a part-
nership that I am extremely 
excited about,” said Lewis. 
“It proves that together we 
really can do better because 
more than a dozen agencies 
joined forces to make the 
streets of Jackson and Hinds 
County safer.”

Gary K. Reed, branch manager 
in the Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) Gulfport office since 
2011 has been selected as the new 
deputy district director for the 
U.S. SBA in Mississippi. As dep-
uty district director, Reed will be 
second in command and respon-
sible for supervising the activities 
of 12 employees in the Mississip-
pi District located in Jackson and 
Gulfport branch offices.

Reed’s responsibility entails 
the supervision and oversight of 
the delivery of a wide range of 
SBA programs and services to 
the small business community, 
including financial assistance, 
entrepreneurial development, 
federal government contracting, 
minority business development 
and related special emphasis pro-
grams, such as women’s business 
ownership, export and interna-
tional trade and veterans’ affairs. 

He will also oversee the state 
office of the Small Business De-
velopment Center (SBDC) at 
the University of Mississippi, its 
seven SBDC sub-centers located 
at various colleges and universi-
ties throughout the state, along 
with eight SBDC Business Assis-
tance Centers and Small Business 
Jobs Act Satellite; the coordina-
tion of the Gulf Coast Chapter of 
SCORE and its Jackson, Cleve-
land and Belden branches; and the 
MACE Women’s Business Center 
in Greenville.

Reed is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, 
where he received a baccalaureate 

degree in business administration 
with a major in marketing. He has 
been with the SBA since 1997, 
previously holding the position of 
business development specialist.

Janita Stewart, SBA Missis-
sippi district director, said, “Gary 
has a long and distinguished ca-
reer with SBA. He has voluntarily 
and consistently gone above and 
beyond the call of duty, is a true 
SBA team player, and projects a 
positive image on behalf of the 
agency.

“He truly cares about the issues 
facing small businesses in Missis-
sippi and looks forward to work-
ing with our resource partners, 
lenders, business leaders and eco-
nomic developers throughout the 
state.”

Reed also is a graduate of Lead-
ership Gulf Coast; a recipient of 
the Gulfport Rotary Club’s Paul 
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Operation Bunny Hop a major success
By Othor Cain
Special to The Mississippi Link

Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone Lewis (center) and Jackson Chief of Police Rebecca Coleman and others.
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Healthy homes build 
healthy communities. That’s 
why four major health care 
institutions in the Metro Jack-
son area are joining together 
to build a healthy home for a 
local family.

This is the first time health 
care institutions in the area 
have collaborated to build a 
Habitat for Humanity/Metro 
Jackson home. The partnering 

institutions are 
Baptist Health 
Systems, St. 
Dominic Health 
Services, Inc., 
the University 
of Mississippi 
Medical Center 
(UMMC) and 
Health Man-
agement As-
sociates (River 
Oaks Hospital, 
Madison River 
Oaks, Cross-
gates River 
Oaks, CMMC 
and Woman’s 
Hospital).

E m p l o y e e s 
from the four 
health care 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
plus students 
from UMMC, 
worked togeth-
er that day and 
throughout the 
eight-day build-
ing process 
during March 
and April. The 
health care 
i n s t i t u t i o n s 
provided an 
equal num-
ber of workers 
for each work 
shift, creating 
unprecedented 
collaboration. 

A c c o r d i n g 
to the Jackson 

area health care leaders, the 
project represents cooperation 
for a common community 
purpose that can help build 
cooperation among the insti-
tutions in other areas.

“As we all work to improve 
the health status of Mississip-
pians, we are all interested 
in supporting and improving 
our community,” said Baptist 
Health Systems President and 
CEO Mark Slyter. “I think 
partnering with these other 
hospitals is a great way to em-
phasize our collective respon-
sibility to support the com-
munity and building a Habitat 
home is one way to do this.”

Dr. James E. Keeton, vice 
chancellor for Health Affairs 
at the University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center, said 
UMMC employees and stu-
dents have worked on Habitat 
Homes throughout the years 
and found that working to-
gether in service fosters team-
work.

“Taking care of people is 
what each of our institutions 

does on a daily basis, but we 
mostly do it in isolation from 
one another,” Keeton said 
“The opportunity to work 
side-by-side to help our fellow 
man is pretty special. I think 
this will be a catalyst to help 
us find other ways to work 
together in the service of the 
greater Jackson community.”

Claude W. Harbarger, presi-
dent of St. Dominic Health 
Services, said the project 
shows unity of purpose among 
the Jackson health care com-
munity. “Administrators of 
the local health care systems 
have all expressed a desire to 
collaborate on efforts to cre-
ate a safer and healthier com-
munity,” said Harbarger. 

“We are excited to work 
collectively on this project 
which will not only provide 
a home for a deserving fam-
ily but will also demonstrate 
unity among our community 
of caregivers.”

Todd Lupton, Jackson Mar-
ket CEO with Health Man-
agement, noted, “We have the 

responsibility as a community 
to look after each other and to 
do the right thing. Building 
this house gives us a chance 
to come out from behind our 
desks and our hospital walls 
and meet a different kind of 
need. We are honored to be 
participating.”

Michelle Owens, the new 
homeowner is no stranger to 
the Jackson health care indus-
try. She is a licensed practi-
cal nurse at Hinds Compre-
hensive Medical Center who 
holds an associate’s degree in 
the arts from Hinds Commu-
nity College.

Owens and her two chil-
dren, Carmen, 5, and Janelle, 
10 months, currently live in 
a rented two-bedroom house 
with plumbing, foundation 
and safety issues. The present 
home is not insulated well, 
which means higher utility 
bills. 

By Peggy Hampton
Special to The Mississippi Link

Future homeowner Michelle Owens (second from left) with (from left) Duane O’Neill of the Greater 
Jackson Chamber Partnership, Claude Harbarger of St. Dominic Health Services, Dr. James Keeton of 
the University of Mississippi Medical Center, Alfred Carter, Habitat for Humanity/Metro Jackson Board 
president, Todd Lupton of Health Management Associates, Johnny Ray - Habitat for Humanity/Metro 
Jackson Board vice-president, and Mark Slyter of Baptist Health Systems.
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Photo of the Week

President Barack Obama converses with Rachel Robinson, widow of baseball 
legend Jackie Robinson, whom she married in 1946. The meeting with the 
president is before the “42” movie screening, which portrays the life of Jackie 
Robinson. Robinson family members and cast and crew gathered in the Fam-
ily Theater at the White House, April 2, 2013. OFFiCiAL WHiTe HOUSe PHOTO By 
PeTe SOUzA

Jackie Robinson’s 
widow Rachel with 
President Barack Obama

Habitat
Continued on page 3



2 • the mississippi link www.mississippilink.comApRil 4 - 10, 2013

5th Annual Safety Fair set 
for Saturday, April 6

The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) and 
other Mississippians are planning for a fun and educational day 
at the 5th Annual Safety Fair Saturday, April 6. The event will be 
held at the Mississippi Trade Mart, 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., at the 
fairgrounds in Jackson. 

The Safety Fair is a free event open to everyone. Attendees 
will get a chance to participate in many activities that promote 
MDOT’s goal of improving the safety of motorists and pedestrians 
by educating children and parents about child passenger safety, 
the dangers of distracted driving, and occupant protection. 

Some of the attractions include the “Rover” safety rollover 
demonstration, impaired driving simulations (SIDNE) as well as 
the low-speed simulation of a head on collision, the “Convincer.” 

MDOT’s virtual texting and driving simulator will also return to 
the event. 

Bank sets $500 million loan 
fund for Miss. firms

BancorpSouth is 
setting aside a $500 
million loan fund aimed at 
Mississippi businesses, 
saying it will work with 
state officials to find 
qualified borrowers. 

Gov. Phil Bryant 
appeared with Bancorp-

South executives to laud the move March 28. The officials 
spoke at the headquarters of C-Spire Wireless, citing the 
eight-story office building as an example of a project made 
possible by cooperation between BancorpSouth and a state 
program. 

“Ensuring that businesses have access to capital is 
a critical element in positioning Mississippi as the top 
spot for economic development,” Bryant said. “I applaud 
BancorpSouth for taking a leadership role in this new effort.” 

Man charged with shooting girlfriend 
in the face after breakup

A 25-year-old Corinth 
man is being held 
on a $350,000 bond 
after authorities said 
he allegedly shot his 
girlfriend in the face 
after they broke up. 
Demarlen O’Bryan Davis 
is being charged with 
possession of a weapon 
by a convicted felon and 

homicide in the death of 22-year-old Karson Stewart. 
Captain Ralph Dance, an investigator with the Corinth 

Police Department, said Davis was taken into custody shortly 
after the incident March 26. Dance said several 911 calls 

brought police to an unoccupied residence in the 600 block 
of Martin Luther King Drive. 

Man gets 40 years for raping and 
robbing disabled woman

A Vicksburg man may 
spend the next 60 years 
behind bars for raping a 
woman who suffers from 
multiple sclerosis and then 
stealing her television. 

The Vicksburg Post 
reported that Eddie Lee 
Harris was sentenced by 
Warren County Circuit 
Judge M. James Chaney 

to 40 years in prison for rape and 20 years for burglary. The 
sentences are to run concurrently. Under Mississippi law, Harris 
must serve every day of his 40-year rape sentence before he is 
eligible for release. 

Harris was convicted Feb. 27. 

Corinth Marine among those killed in 
murder-suicide at Quantico

A Mississippi native 
and Marine corporal 
was gunned down 
during a murder-
suicide at the Quantico 
Marine Base in Virginia. 
Thursday, March 21, 
Cpl. Jacob Lee Wooley, 
23, of Corinth, was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene after a shooting 

incident at Taylor Hall during Officer Candidates School 
(OCS) in Triangle, Virginia.

Wooley and 19-year-old Lance Cpl. Sara Castromata, 
of Oakley, Calif., were shot to death by fellow Marine and 
tactics instructor, 25-year-old Sgt. Eusebio Lopez. Lopez 
then shot himself. Officials at Quantico said all three 
Marines had been assigned to OCS and all three were 
pronounced at the scene. 

Pastor indicted for sexual 
battery of child

A 71-year-old Mississippi pastor was indicted by a Tate 
County grand jury on 18 felony counts related to the sexual 
battery of a child. Sheriff Brad Lance said in a news release 
that Larry Gene Singleton was indicted on two counts of 
fondling, six counts of sexual battery and 10 counts of child 
pornography. 

Singleton, the former pastor of Bay Springs Baptist 
Church in Abbeville, Miss., was arrested in December after 
sheriff’s investigators received a complaint from the victim, 
who accused Singleton of forcing him to have sex. 

T h e  M o n i c a  L a n d  R e p o r t

 Davis
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 Wooley
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Producer/ Director Crystal 
Emery’s film, The Deadli-
est Disease in America will 
be screened Thursday, April 
18, 4:30 p.m. at Tougaloo 
College in the Bennie G. 
Thompson Academic and 
Civil Rights Research Cen-
ter, 500 W. County Line Rd., 
Tougaloo. Welcoming re-
marks will be given by Dr. 
Aaron Shirley.

The 55-minute film will 
be followed by two partici-
patory workshops: “What 
Biases Look Like in Health 
Care Delivery and Why You 
Should Report It” and “What 
the Church Can Do.” 

Health care providers, pa-
tients, policy makers, health 
care advocates and com-
munity members interested 
in developing a strategy 
for change in the American 
healthcare system will rec-
ognize the capacity within 
these interactive forums to 
empower and engage all 
community members.

The documentary follows 
four individuals, including 
the filmmaker, whose per-
sonal stories add to the na-
tional debate on our coun-
try’s healthcare crisis. Emery 
shares her own experience 
as an African-American en-
countering bias while navi-
gating the healthcare system. 

Emery’s arms and legs 
are paralyzed as a result of 

Charcot-Marie-Tooth dis-
ease, a form of Muscular 
Dystrophy, and she hopes 
that sharing these stories will 
stimulate conversations that 
move individuals to action. 

The film also focuses on 
three organizations, from 
New England to Texas, 
whose innovative strategies 
help mitigate the crisis. “The 
ultimate goal of this film is 
to illuminate disparate treat-
ment based on racial, eco-
nomic and ethnic differences 
in order to help achieve a 
healthcare system that serves 
all Americans equally,” ex-
plained Emery. 

Filmmaker Bill Duke said 
of the film: it is a “...a dar-
ing and insightful film . . . 
that challenges all of us to 
demand equal treatment of 
everyone in the American 
healthcare system.” 

The Deadliest Disease in 
America is a powerful ve-
hicle for educating and gal-
vanizing stakeholders across 
the nation. The film is pro-
duced by URU, The Right 
to Be, Inc., a nonprofit, com-
munity-based organization 
that focuses its work on the 

critical need to reduce dis-
parities and achieve greater 
health equity in the United 
States.  

“The Affordable Care Act 
has forced us to take a long 
look at how health care is 
currently delivered in this 
country. In order to elimi-
nate or reduce present health 
disparities, we need to ex-
amine those social deter-
minants that help to create 
them,” said Dr. Sandra C. 
Hayes, executive director of 
the Tougaloo College Health 
and Wellness Center.

“Access to quality health 
care is a significant factor 
that must be addressed in or-
der to make a noticeable im-
pact.”

The April 18 evening will 
end with a question and an-
swer session.  

For more information 
about The Deadliest Dis-
ease in America and to view 
a trailer of the film, please 
visit URU’s website at www.
urutherighttobe.org. 

To RSVP for the event, go 
to www.ururtherighttobe.
org/register or call 601-977-
4437.

The deadliest 
disease in America
A documentary film and workshop 
series addressing biases in health care

I m p a c t I n g   t h e   h e a l t h   c a r e   D e b a t e

The Mississippi Link Newswire



“Getting a Habitat home 
means peace of mind,” Owens 
explained. “There is a lot that 
comes with that - a feeling of se-
curity, being more comfortable, 
and a better sense of stability 
for my family. I want my kids to 
have a home of their own, not just 
something we are renting.” 

Like all Habitat homeowners, 
Owens will join in with the vol-
unteers to build her new home. 
Homeowners must complete 250 
hours of sweat equity to be eli-
gible to buy a Habitat home with 
a zero-interest mortgage.  

The sweat equity can be earned 
through work on their own home 
and other Habitat homes, through 
community service, and by at-
tending financial planning and 
homebuyer education classes of-
fered by Habitat for Humanity/
Metro Jackson.

“I enjoy helping others. I have 
already been doing sweat equity 
on other homes,” Owens said. 
“My favorite part is painting out-
side. I enjoy seeing the progress 
from the time we get there until 
we leave in the afternoon. I look 

forward to putting in time on my 
own home.” 

Owens’ home will be located 
in Englewood Gardens, formerly 
a neighborhood of decaying and 
abandoned properties in west 
Jackson that has been trans-
formed through the leadership 
of Habitat for Humanity/Metro 
Jackson. 

This new vibrant neighbor-
hood of 27 single family homes is 
located west of Woodrow Wilson 
Avenue off Bullard Street and is 
considered a model of neighbor-
hood rebirth and restoration. 

“The Healthcare 2013 Build 
will produce the 556th home 
built since Habitat for Humanity/
Metro Jackson was founded in 
1986,” said Cindy Griffin, execu-
tive director.

“This endeavor brings together 
this unique partnership from the 
medical community working to 
help restore a historical neighbor-
hood, while creating a brighter 
future for a Jackson family. All of 
Jackson will benefit from the eco-
nomic impact of this rejuvenated 
neighborhood. The outcome is 

truly a win-win for everyone. “
Duane O’Neill, president and 

CEO of the Greater Jackson 
Chamber Partnership, said the 
collaboration shows commitment 
of area health care leaders to 
working together to make Jack-
son a major health care destina-
tion.

“The joint endeavor among the 
area hospitals on the building of 
a Habitat Home symbolizes the 
greater scope of cooperation and 
collaboration taking place within 
the health care community,” said 
O’ Neill. 

“These hospital CEOs have 
embraced the balanced concept 
of collaboration while still com-
peting.  It is this formula that has 
led to great success in other loca-
tions such as the Texas Medical 
Center in Houston. 

“Not only are our leaders in 
health care exhibiting commu-
nity service with this wonderful 
Habitat for Humanity project, but 
they also are building a blueprint 
to successfully make Jackson, 
Miss. a destination for quality 
health care.”

Some of the partnering agen-
cies included: Hinds County 
Sheriff’s Office, The Jackson 
Police Department, The Pearl 
Police Department, The Clin-
ton Police Department, The 
Madison County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, Mississippi Bureau of 
Narcotics, Alcohol Beverage 
Control, The Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office, The Mississippi 
Department of Corrections and 
the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gations.

“Our goal was to clear the 
streets of criminal activity, 
and some people didn’t get the 
memo. So, those that didn’t get 
the memo, we were able to deal 
with them,” said Lewis. 

Here’s what Hinds County 
netted during the operation:

• 257 tickets/citations
• 74 misdemeanor arrests
• 26 felony arrests
• 102 drug arrests

• 10 warrants issued
• 26 DUIs
• 11 prostitution arrests

“This was an announced op-
eration; others will not be an-
nounced,” said Lewis.
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Peoples Funeral Home
Just an honest, quality and affordable service.

You have our promise and 
we ask for your trust.

886 North Farish St.
Jackson, MS 39202

601-969-3040

In recognition of 86 years of service, 
we are offering an affordable 

complete funeral service for 
$2,450.00 or $3,800.00 with 

cemetery space and grave line.

Earle S. Banks • President
James “Jimmy” Stewart III • Vice President

Kimberly Banks • Secretary-Treasurer

Note: Prices subject to change without notice.

Habitat
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Bunny Hop
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Hinds County Sheriff Lewis Jackson Police Chief Coleman

Law enforcement officers gather at the Metrocenter Precinct 2 before embarking on Operation Bunny 
Hop.   PHOTO BY AYESHA A. MUSTAFAA

Volunteers, CEOs of four medical institutions and future homeowner Michelle Owens. 
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Harold Taylor White Jr. 
(Hal) of Jackson passed on 
March 28, 2013, from com-
plications associated with an 
aneurism. 

Hal was born on March 
13, 1949, in Hattiesburg and 
spent his childhood in Stone 
County, Miss. 

After graduating from 
Booneville High School in 
1967, he attended The North-
east Mississippi Community 
College on a football schol-
arship, where he received a 
degree in hospitality man-
agement. Hal also attended 
his beloved Mississippi State 
University. 

He married Ann Getwan, 
July 17, 1988, and they spent 
the next 25 years together 
building family and com-

munity. Hal, along with his 
middle brother Malcolm, in 
1985 opened and operated 
the historic Hal & Mal’s, a 
downtown Jackson institu-
tion.

Hal was also one of the 
founders to the internation-
ally acclaimed St. Paddy’s 
Day parade, which was cele-
brated every year in Jackson.

He is survived by his wife 
Ann, his brothers Malcolm 
and Brad, daughters Brandi 
Lee and Erica White, son 
Taylor, son-in-law P. J. Lee, 
and grandchildren: Cameron 
White, Cailyne White and 
Rivers Lee.

Funeral services were held 
at St. Richard’s Catholic 
Church in Jackson Monday, 
April 1, 2013. A celebration 
to honor the life and legacy 

of Hal White was held at Hal 
& Mal’s Monday evening.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requested donations be 
made to the Harold T. White 
memorial scholarship fund at 
Hinds Community College 
and/or St. Richard’s Catholic 
Church, of which he was a 
member. 

LEXINGTON - Songs 
of the Civil Rights era like 
“Oh Freedom” and “Ain’t 
Gonna Let Nobody Turn 
Me Around” echoed from a 
packed multi-purpose com-
plex in Lexington at noon on 
Good Friday, March 29.

The crowd, which consist-
ed of children of the move-
ment, public officials and 
others, clapped and sang as 
they remembered and cel-
ebrated “50 Years: The Hol-
mes County Civil Rights 
Movement.”

“More than 250 people 
turned out for the event,” said 
Charlie Mae Joiner, county 
administrator, who served as 
program guide.

Initiated by retired repre-
sentative Robert G. Clark 
and chaired by Min. Zel-
pha Montgomery-Whatley, 

daughter of past Civil Rights 
activists Eugene and Ber-
nice Patton Montgomery, the 
event focus was “Some Peo-
ple of This Place” Who De-
clared “Enough is Enough!”

Clark said the Civil Rights 

Movement in Holmes County 
is too important to history to 
go unnoted. Therefore, he 
called on “the children of the 
movement” to coordinate the 
“long overdue” celebration. 
Clark, Montgomery-Whatley 

and others stressed the im-
portance of making sure the 
county’s children know about 
their foreparents’ fight for 
the right to vote in Holmes 
County.

“They [white voter regis-
trars] would ask us questions 
like how many bubbles in 
a bar soap or to explain the 
U.S. Constitution when they 
couldn’t explain it them-
selves,” said retired educator 
Matilda Burns, who gave the 
welcome.

Although the event was a 
celebration of gratitude, it 
also brought back memories 
some of the gruesome oc-
currences of the Civil Rights 
Movement in Holmes Coun-
ty. “I can remember the time 
when you could kill a Negro 
anytime and nothing [would 
be] done,” said Clark. He re-
lated the incident of his young 
African-American friend in 
Pickens, Miss., who was shot 
him down on the streets and 
left there for everyone to see.

Clark also highlighted 
the courage of many, who 
in spite of the fears and ter-
ror plagued by the volatile 
movement, still pressed on. 
Among them were a group 
called The Mileston 14, led 

by Hartman Turnbow. This 
group was brave enough to 
attempt to register to vote at 
the Holmes County Court-
house, from Mileston which 
is a small rural community 
south of Tchula, Miss.

In a Veterans of Civil 
Rights exhibit on the Inter-
net, Turnbow is described as 
“a farmer and fiery orator, 
[who] spoke with dancing fin-
gers, hands, and phrases. His 
words and acts inspired (and 
scared) many in Mileston and 
all over Holmes County dur-
ing the first stages of its Civil 
Rights Movement.”

In the exhibit, in April 
1963, Turnbow “stood up 
to and told the sheriff at the 
Courthouse door that he and 
the rest of the First 14 had 
come to register to vote.” 
They were turned away, and 
Turnbow’s home was fire-
bombed by nightriders; he 
fired back and was arrested 
for arson of his own home.

Bernice Patton Montgom-
ery and her husband later 
made attempts to register. She 
passed on her second attempt. 
As recorded on Jan. 29, 1965, 
Bernice Patton Montgomery 
was the first black person to 
register to vote from the Lex-

ington Community, and it has 
been verified by the Circuit 
Clerk of Holmes County.

At this celebration, all 
around the room were pic-
tures and images of Turnbow 
and others like him of the 
Civil Rights Movement. 

Children and families of 
the Mileston 14, who had 
come from near and far, were 
asked to stand and share with 
the audience their feelings 
about what their parents’ 
courage meant to them. Many 
expressed their gratitude.

Also featured during the 
celebration were noted Veter-
ans of Civil Rights Dr. Henry 
Lorenzi Sojourner and Sue 
Lorenzi-Sojourner, who have 
been recognized by the State 
of Mississippi for her contri-
bution to Mississippi Civil 
Rights. 

Sue Lorenzi-Sojourner is 
the author of “Thunder of 
Freedom,” which was read to 
some of the school children 
of the county Thursday be-
fore the event.

The Lorenzis spent five 
years in Holmes County as 
civil rights worker. They 
were looked upon as agita-
tors because of their involve-
ment.

Holmes County citizens celebrate 
their role in Civil Rights Movement

Harold (Hal) Taylor 
White Jr. passes

(R – L) Retired Rep. Bryant Clark, Lexington Mayor Robin McCory, 
Mrs. Clark and other dignitaries remember Holmes County citizens 
contributions to the Civil Rights Movement.

White

A capacity crowd turned out for the Holmes County remembrance of the Civil Rights Movement heroes.

By Candi Wyatt
The Mississippi Link Newswire
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BUSINESS

Local high school students’ 
solutions for creating safe 
drinking water after a natu-
ral disaster earned them more 
than $20,000 in scholarships 
at the 3rd Annual STEM 
Bowl on March 21 at Jack-
son State University (JSU). 
Equally important was that 
the 35 students who partici-
pated in competition spon-
sored by Lockheed Martin 
[NYSE: LMT] in partnership 
with JSU were encouraged to 
pursue their interest in STEM 
subjects - science, technol-
ogy, engineering, and math.

As part of the Lockheed 
Martin 5th Annual Missis-
sippi IT Day, the STEM Bowl 
is helping to address the na-
tion’s pressing need for more 
scientists and engineers by 
exciting students about the 
tremendous positive impact 
they can have on people’s 
lives and the environment 
through creative solutions to 
real-world problems.

“The STEM Bowl is one 
way that Lockheed Martin is 
showing high school students 
how stimulating and reward-
ing a STEM education and 
career can be. We want stu-

dents to see the difference 
they can make in the world 
by pursuing these subjects,” 
said Von Richardson, princi-
pal, Lockheed Martin Small 
Business Development.

The challenge for the sev-
en teams in the 2013 STEM 
Bowl was to use a 12-volt 
direct current device that 
generates a 0.8 percent so-
dium hypochlorite solution 
from water and table salt in 
a natural disaster scenario. 
The winners and their prizes 
were:

• First place - $2,000 schol-
arship to each student from 
Provine High School

• Second place - $1,500 

scholarship to each student 
from Callaway High School

• Third place - $1,000 
scholarship to each student 
Lanier High School

Since the first competi-
tion in 2011, approximate-
ly 100 students from local 
public schools have partici-
pated the STEM Bowl, and 
45 students have received 
scholarships. Many previous 
participants have gone on to 
pursue STEM-related studies 
at local universities, includ-
ing Mississippi State Univer-
sity, Alcorn State University, 
Jackson State University, and 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi.

According to Carmen Da-
vis, the Hinds County Board 
of Supervisors voted Monday, 
April 1, in its regular meet-
ing to purchase a new voting 
machine system from Elec-
tronic Systems and Software 
(ES&S). 

The winning bid proposed 
160 DS-200 Digital Optical 
Scan Voting machines and 
119 Automark Digital Opti-
cal Scan ADA Compliant 
Voting machines at the cost 
of $1,218,776.95 for a 5-year 
contract for equipment and 
services. 

Each vendor was evaluated 
on the following: 

1. Proposed voting system 
design, 

2. Pricing of implementa-
tion costs, 

3. Pricing of system op-
tions, and 

4. Pricing of recurring costs 
for a 3-year period. 

ES&S has a local office on 
Hwy 80 in Jackson and the 
proposal it submitted includes 
a state of the art digital opti-
cal voting system that is fully 
ADA compliant. 

The new machines have 

what is called 
a triple back-
up redundant 
system, which 
helps to guard 
against potential 
miscalculations 
and/or manipu-
lation of votes.

A c c o r d i n g 
to the county 
supervisors, it 
“provides the 
peace of mind 
that voting data 
will be stored 
securely.” Also, 
the system records the ballot 
digitally, prints out a paper 
copy that is stored in the box 
of the machine and includes 
165 electronic poll books 
equipped with signature pads 
and a printer that will speed 
up lines at the polls. 

Other featured services pro-
vided by the winning bid in-
clude: 

1. Storage, maintenance, 
delivery and pick-up to/from 
voting precincts 

2. Ballot Preparation 
3. Community Outreach 

Program to assist with the 
conversion 

4. On-site support for every 
election 

5. Ballot on demand system. 
These features in turn, for 

the Hinds County voters, 
means a faster voting process; 
on the spot printing of correct 
voting precinct information 
for individuals attempting to 
vote in wrong precinct; elimi-
nation of the need for a manu-
al ballot system; and more se-
cure, dependable and accurate 
voting experience.

The target delivery date 
of the new system is July 1, 
2013, in time for the Special 
Elections later this year.

Lockheed Martin rewards 
local students for 
science problem solving
Provides more than $20,000 in scholarships 
to winners in high school STEM Bowl at JSU

Board approves bid for new system 

Hinds County to upgrade 
election voting machines 

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 5ApRil 4 - 10, 2013

The Mississippi Link Newswire

DS200: Precinct Scanner and Tabulator

paid for by friends to elect Barron Banks

The Mississippi Link Newswire

www.mississippilink.com
GET YOUR CURRENT NEWS AND WATCH AP VIDEOS ONLINE AT:



The Mississippi Link
2659 Livingston Road • Jackson MS, 39213

601-896-0084 • www.mississippilink.com

$64
2 year

subscription

$32
1 year

subscription

$96
3 year

subscription

Thank you for your order. Order a subscription for a friend!

r 1 year      r 2 year        r 3 year

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

e-Mail

Subscribe TODAY

CHECK 
ONE

Mississippi SBA
Continued from page 1

Harris Fellow received for his 
civic role in business and com-
munity development; a member 
of the Gulfport Business Coun-
cil; and a member and trustee of 
the Greater Mount Olive Baptist 
Church.  

He and his wife Shelia reside 
in Gulfport. He will report to the 
SBA district office in Jackson in 
May 2013.

Marie Johns, deputy adminis-
trator of the national SBA office 
visited Jackson Wednesday, April 
3, joined by Stewart and Reed, to 

meet small businesses, resource 
partners and highlight SBA ini-
tiatives like the National Encore 
Entrepreneur Mentor Month.

This is Johns’ first visit to Mis-
sissippi to address the SBA’s na-
tional efforts to help small busi-
nesses.

The U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration was established in 
1953 to provide financial, techni-
cal and management assistance 
to help Americans start, run and 
grow their businesses. 

With a portfolio of business 

loans, loan guarantees and disas-
ter loans worth more than $50 
billion, the SBA is the nation’s 
largest single financial backer of 
small businesses.

The SBA also plays a major 
role in the government’s disaster 
relief efforts by making low-in-
terest recovery loans to both ho-
meowners and businesses. 

For more information on SBA 
programs and services, call Gulf-
port branch office at 288-863-
4449 ext. 223 or ext. 225. Or visit 
the website, www.sba.gov/ms.

6 • The MiSSiSSiPPi liNk www.mississippilink.comAPRil 4 - 10, 2013

The Mississippi Link [USPS 017224] is published weekly 
by The Mississippi Link, Inc. Offices located at 2659 Liv-
ingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. Mailing address is 
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307 or e-mail us 
at: editor@mississippilink.com; Please visit our website 
at: www.mississippilink.com. Phone: (601) 896-0084, Fax 
896-0091, out of state 1-800-748-9747. Periodical Post-
age Rate Paid at Jackson, MS. 

Deadline: The deadline for submitting items to be consid-
ered for publication is Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Subscriptions are $32 per year; $64 for two years or $96 
for three years.

Postmaster: 
Send all address changes to The Mississippi Link, 
P.O. Box 11307, Jackson, MS 39283-1307.

Advertising: For all advertising information, 
please call (601) 896-0084.

The Mississippi Link accepts no responsibility for un-
solicited materials and in general does not return them 
to sender. Manuscripts and photographs submitted for 
publication are welcome by The Mississippi Link, but no 
responsibility can be taken for sources considered to be 
authoritative, because the publication cannot guarantee 
their accuracy. Reproduction or use, without permission, 
of editorial or graphic content, is prohibited.

The Mississippi Link TM

Volume 19 • Number 24
APRIL 4 - 10, 2013

© copyright 2013. All rights reserved.

Chairman.................................................L. Socrates Garrett
Publisher.................................................Jackie Hampton
Editor.......................................................Ayesha K. Mustafaa 
Online Editor...........................................Lonnie Ross
Religion Editor........................................Daphne Higgins
Photographers........................................Kevin Robinson & Jay Johnson
Graphics..................................................Marcus Johnson
Writer.......................................................Monica Land 

Member:



www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi link • 7ApRil 4 - 10, 2013

OpiniOn

Why is the na-
tional Rifle Asso-
ciation so afraid of 
the truth? There are 
many misconcep-
tions about guns 
and gun violence 

swirling around in Americans’ minds 
- and in many cases, this misinforma-
tion is no accident. 

For years, the nRA has blocked 
the truth and actively fought against 
and prevented research in the causes 
and costs of gun violence because 
they don’t want Americans to know 
how to prevent gun violence and 
how to make themselves and their 
children safer. 

Why else would they have Con-
gress pull gun injury prevention re-
search funding from the Centers for 
Disease Control and prevention and 
the national institutes of Health? 
Why have we put up so long with ef-
forts to block all research on a huge 
public health threat that injures and 
kills tens of thousands of Americans 
every year?

Drs. Arthur Kellermann and Fred-
erick Rivara wrote an article, titled 
“Silencing the Science on Gun Re-
search,” in the February 2013 Jour-
nal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation.

They wrote, “What can be done to 
reduce the number of U.S. residents 
who die each year from firearms, cur-
rently more than 31,000 annually?  
The nation might be in a better posi-
tion to act if medical and public health 
researchers had continued to study 
these issues as diligently as some of 
us did between 1985 and 1997.”

instead, they note that beginning 
in 1996, pro-gun members of Con-
gress began mounting an all-out 
effort to eliminate any funding for 

research connected to gun injury 
prevention. And as Kellermann and 
Rivara explain, this continued refusal 
to fund any research isn’t just an aca-
demic matter:

“injury prevention research can 
have real and lasting effects. Over the 
last 20 years, the number of Ameri-
cans dying in motor vehicle crashes 
has decreased by 31 percent. Deaths 
from fires and drowning have been 
reduced even more, by 38 percent 
and 52 percent, respectively. 

“This progress was achieved 
without banning automobiles, swim-
ming pools, or matches. instead, 
it came from translating research 
findings into effective interventions. 
Given the chance, could researchers 
achieve similar progress with fire-
arm violence? it will not be possible 
to find out unless Congress rescinds 
its moratorium on firearm injury pre-
vention research.”

president Obama’s proposed gun 
safety package would end the freeze 
on gun injury prevention research, 
although the amounts requested are 
inadequate. ignorance is not bliss or 
sensible or sound policy. And in the 
case of our national gun violence epi-
demic, ignorance is actually fatal. 

The nRA does not speak for most 
American gun owners or even the 
majority of its membership. For ex-
ample, polling data shows that 85 
percent of gun owners and 74 percent 
of nRA members support universal 
background checks - a policy posi-
tion the nRA vehemently opposes. 
The nRA argues that background 
checks don’t work. The reality is that 
criminal background checks do work 
and making them universal at the 
federal level would make them far 
more effective.

Since its implementation in 1994, 
the Brady Law, which instituted a 
federal background check require-

ment for sales through licensed deal-
ers, has denied 2.1 million applica-
tions to purchase a firearm. But its 
impact has been limited by the abil-
ity of criminals to access firearms 
through private sales, since only sales 
by federally licensed dealers require 
a background check; unlicensed 
dealers do not, including those at gun 
shows and on the internet and other 
private sales.

An analysis by Mayors Against 
illegal Guns reveals that states that 
don’t require background checks 
for handgun sales at gun shows ex-
port guns used to commit crimes 2.5 
times more often than states that do. 
As much as 40 percent of gun sales 
may be occurring through these pri-
vate sales, a loophole that common 
sense and the vast majority of Ameri-
cans demand we fix.

Another bit of misinformation 
from the nRA is that universal back-
ground checks will lead to a registry 
of gun owners. The Brady Law ex-
plicitly bans the creation of a gun 
owner registry, and under that law 
instant criminal background checks 
have been made on more than 100 
million gun sales in the last decade 
without leading to the formation of a 
gun registry.

The vast majority of responsible 
gun owners support background 
checks because they know that the 
only people who will be negatively 
impacted are criminals and those 
who sell them firearms.

Read the Children’s Defense 
Fund’s updated fact sheet “The Truth 
About Guns” at www.childrensde-
fense.org. Let your Congress mem-
bers know that the time to be held 
hostage to the nRA lobby is over.

Marian Wright Edelman is presi-
dent of the Children’s Defense Fund. 
For more information, go to www.
childrensdefense.org.
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A decade after 
carefully ruling in 
two University of 
Michigan cases 
- striking down 
the undergraduate 
admissions proce-

dures and upholding those imple-
mented by the law school - the U.S. 
Supreme Court seems on course to 
strike down even the mildest form 
of affirmative action admissions in 
higher education.

After oral arguments in a case 
brought by a white student who was 
denied admission to the University 
of Texas at Austin, the justices are 
expected to hand down a ruling in 
late June or early July. Rather than 
await the outcome of that case, the 
court has already accepted another 
challenge to affirmative action in 
Michigan, which will not be argued 
until the October term.

The fact that the court accepted 
the Texas and Michigan cases, after 
higher education officials thought 
the matter was settled law, is a clear 
indication that the conservative-
leaning court plans to eviscerate 
race- and gender-conscious college 
admissions programs, no matter how 
conservative or narrowly drawn.

if the court had other intentions, it 
would have left standing lower court 
rulings favorable to affirmative ac-
tion in the two cases.

Fisher v. University of Texas at 
Austin, the case the court is expected 
to rule on in late June, was brought 
by Abigail Fisher, a 22-year-old 
white woman who was rejected for 
admission in the fall of 2008.

Under the University of Texas 
admissions program, the top 10 per-
cent of each high school graduating 
class was guaranteed admission to 
the state’s flagship university. When 
Fisher applied, 90 percent of the stu-
dents were selected that way.

The other 10 percent of applicants 
were admitted based on a variety 
of factors, including extracurricular 
activities, awards and honors, work 
experience, socioeconomic status, 
standardized test scores and race. Of 
all of those factors, Fisher decided 
to challenge admissions because the 
university considered race as one of 
many factors.

“Race is only one modest factor 
among many others weighed; it is 
considered only in an individualized 
and contextual way … and admis-
sions officers do not know an appli-
cant’s race when they decide [who] 
to admit in UT’s process,” the uni-
versity argued in its brief.

University of Texas officials said 
if the modest affirmative action pro-
gram had not been in place, Fisher 
still would not have qualified for 
admission. The district and appeals 
courts agreed, ruling against Fisher. 
But the Supreme Court decided to 
accept the case anyway.

Even more surprising was the 
court’s decision to accept another 
Michigan case, Schulette v. Coali-
tion to Defend Affirmative Action, 
while Fisher is still pending.

After the Supreme Court upheld 
affirmative action in the University 
of Michigan law school case, 58 per-
cent of voters adopted proposal 2 in 
2006, which prohibited discrimina-
tion or preferential treatment in pub-
lic education, government contract-
ing and public employment based on 
race, ethnicity or gender. it was mod-
eled after a ballot measure passed by 
California voters in 1996.

Supporters of affirmative action in 
Michigan lodged a legal challenge to 
proposal 2, paving the path for the 
U.S. 6th Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Cincinnati to rule 8 -7 that ballot ini-
tiative, which amended the state con-
stitution, violated the federal Consti-
tution’s Equal protection Clause.

According to the nAACp Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund, the 

percentage of black students enrolled 
at the University of Michigan had 
dropped from 6.7 percent in 2006 
to 4.5 percent in 2010 as a result of 
proposal 2.

The permissible use of affirma-
tive action was thought to be decided 
for good in 2003. in Gratz v. Bol-
linger, the court ruled that the Uni-
versity of Michigan’s undergraduate 
admissions program violated the 
Equal protection Clause of the 14th 
Amendment when it assigned 20 
points to minority applicants.

But in Grutter v. Bollinger, the 
court ruled that when narrowly tai-
lored, race can be lawfully used in 
combination with other factors as 
part of the University of Michigan 
Law School admissions process. in 
her written opinion, Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor cited benefits of “ob-
taining the educational benefits that 
flow from a diverse student body.”

O’Connor, who has since retired 
from the court, said she did not envi-
sion affirmative action in place for-
ever. in fact, she suggested 25 years, 
without giving a reason why it would 
not be needed beyond that point.

now, just 10 years later - and de-
spite this nation’s horrible history on 
race - the conservative majority on 
the court seem unwilling to leave af-
firmative action in place for another 
15 years.

As Justice Stephen G. Breyer, a 
supporter of affirmative action, said 
last October: “Grutter said it would 
be good law for at least 25 years, and 
i know that time flies, but i think only 
nine of those years have passed.”

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
News Service (NNPA.) He is a key-
note speaker, moderator, and media 
coach and can be reached through 
his Web site, www.georgecurry.com. 
Follow him at www.twitter.com/cur-
rygeorge.

Supreme Court determined 
to kill affirmative action

T o  B e  e q u a l

T o  B e  e q u a l

C H I l D  W a T C H

Voting is a fundamental 
right, not an ‘entitlement’

“no voting 
qualification or 
prerequisite to 
voting, or stan-
dard, practice or 
procedure shall 
be imposed or 

applied by any State or political 
subdivision to deny or abridge the 
right of any citizen of the United 
States to vote on account of race 
or color.” ~ Voting Rights Act of 
1965

During recent Supreme Court 
oral arguments in Shelby County 
v. Holder, Justice Antonin Sca-
lia called a key part of the Voting 
Rights Act - Section 5 - a “racial 
entitlement.” 

Section 5 requires that the Jus-
tice Department or a federal court 
“pre-clear” any changes made to 
voting procedures by covered ju-
risdictions to ensure they do not 
“deny or abridge the right to vote 
on account of race or color.”

This act was established to fix 
a broken system, and it remains 
relevant today. As long as blatant 
voter suppression measures such 
as voter iD laws and district gerry-
mandering are being used to keep 
certain groups from the polls, the 
Voting Rights Act - in its entirety - 
remains necessary. 

And to clear up any confusion 
that Justice Scalia has or anyone 
who found merit in his argument: 

Voting “rights” are indeed that - a 
right guaranteed to every citizen 
of the United States. They are not 
a special privilege. They are not a 
gift. And they certainly don’t con-
stitute a “racial entitlement.”

Justice Scalia’s comments are 
a shameful reiteration of a right-
wing political interpretation of the 
Constitution. The Voting Rights 
Act was a response to an inargu-
ably unjust and unfair system for 
voting in this country.

prior to the Voting Rights Act, 
millions of African Americans, 
primarily in the South, were forced 
to run a gauntlet of “voting qualifi-
cations or prerequisites,” including 
ludicrous literacy tests, discrimi-
natory poll taxes and other bureau-
cratic restrictions. And when those 
measures failed, blacks were rou-
tinely subjected to intimidation, 
economic sanctions, beatings and 
even murder. 

The 1964 murders of three vot-
ing rights activists at the hands 
of Mississippi Klansmen and the 
March 7, 1965 Bloody Sunday 
beating of peaceful voting rights 
marchers in Selma by Alabama 
state troopers are horrific exam-
ples.

While there has been undeniable 
progress since 1965, voting rights 
abuses are still sadly a part of the 
American electoral landscape. in 
fact, every presidential election of 
this new century has been plagued 
by voting problems - from “hang-

ing chads,” to Tea party-backed 
campaigns of Election Day intimi-
dation to new voter iD restrictions. 

Cut backs in early voting even 
led to a Florida woman, 102-year-
old Desiline Victor, having to 
stand in line for three hours to vote 
in november’s presidential elec-
tion. The Voting Rights Act, and 
specifically its Section 5 preclear-
ance provisions, is still needed to 
protect against such abuses. 

While Justice Scalia is either 
confused or misguided in his char-
acterization of the right to vote 
as a racial entitlement, Congress 
upheld this basic right in 2006 by 
overwhelmingly reauthorizing the 
Voting Rights Act for another 25 
years. 

House Speaker, John Boeh-
ner said at the time, “The Voting 
Rights Act has been an effective 
tool in protecting a right that is 
fundamental to our democracy 
and renewing this landmark law 
will ensure that each and every cit-
izen can continue to exercise their 
right to vote without the threat of 
intimidation or harassment.” 

We intend to hold Speaker 
Boehner to those words. if the Su-
preme Court declares any part of 
the Voting Rights Act unconstitu-
tional, Congress will have a final 
chance to keep Section 5 alive.

Marc H. Morial, former may-
or of New Orleans, is president 
and CEO of the National Urban 
League.

The NRa is afraid of the truth

Thomas Bos-
ton, noted econo-
mist and author 
of Affirmative 
Action and Black 
Entrepreneur-
ship, called for a 

strategy that would establish and 
grow black-owned businesses to 
the point of having the capacity 
to employ 20 percent of the black 
workforce by the year 2010.

Aptly titled, “Twenty by Ten 
- A Strategy for Black Business 
and Employment Growth in the 
next Century,” Boston’s charge 
was right on point, especially 
since he wrote it in 1999.

When i read his book, “Twenty 
by Ten” seemed very doable to 
me.  After all, we had 10 years to 
make it happen, not to mention 
the fact that if we implemented 
his plan, black folks would be 
well on our way to a higher level 
of economic self-sufficiency.  
What an idea, i thought to my-
self; i was certain government 
officials and businesses sectors 
would jump on and bring it to 
fruition.

Well, it’s been 13 years since 
professor Boston called for 
“Twenty by Ten” and sadly, ac-
cording to the last economic cen-
sus, of the 1,197,864 black firms, 
only 106,566 were employer 
firms, and they employed just 
909,552 workers.

Of course, we know all of 
those employees are not black.  
Thus, we are shamefully behind 
Boston’s ideal. And according 
to a recent poll, we are not only 
behind we are seeking every so-
lution except the one that he put 
forth in 1999.

The poll was commissioned 
by Robert L. Johnson, founder 
of BET, multiple business owner 
and employer of many. Titled 
“Black Opinions in the Age of 
Obama” and conducted by Zog-
by Analytics, the poll brought 

forth some very interesting re-
sponses from black people. The 
area i will address in this column 
is black employment.

When asked why they believed 
the black unemployment rate was 
double that of whites, respon-
dents’ answers included: failure 
of the education system for mi-
norities/African Americans; lack 
of corporate commitment to hir-
ing minorities/African Ameri-
cans; and a lack of good govern-
ment policies.

When asked why the wealth 
gap has increased by $70,000 
over the last 20 years, nearly half 
(47 percent) of respondents said 
that both the lack of jobs and a 
lack of access to capital were to 
blame for the wealth gap between 
whites and African Americans.  

When respondents were asked 
if they have ever been overlooked 
or felt discounted as a serious 
contender for employment be-
cause they were black, nearly half 
(47 percent) replied “Yes.”

While the answers are all valid 
and reasonable, i was struck by 
the absence of any response that 
suggested what Thomas Boston 
called for over a decade ago:  
more black businesses hiring 
more black people.

There was a noticeable lack 
of onus put “on us” when the 
subject turned to unemployment 
and wealth creation/retention. i 
am not trying to wrap all of our 
problems into a neat little pack-
age called “Twenty by Ten,” but i 
am attempting to point out a flaw 
in our thinking and a gap in our 
own responsibility toward black 
economic empowerment.  

Yes, we have need of solutions 
to the many problems we face, 
but many can be resolved if we 
would follow the perfectly sensi-
ble business model of starting and 
growing more black businesses 
to the point of having the capacity 
to hire more black people.

Yes, the government has a 
role to play. Yes, the private sec-

tor has a role to play. But what is 
our role? i am so tired of hearing 
so-called leaders beg for “Jobs! 
Jobs! Jobs!” from folks who 
are too busy taking care of their 
own to worry about us. it drives 
me crazy that there is no call for 
“Businesses! Businesses! Busi-
nesses!”

We must get back to common 
sense strategies for growth of the 
black economy, which means we 
must produce more, or at least 
just as much, as we consume.  
And we must hire more of our 
people. Others certainly have an 
obligation to hire us as well, no 
doubt. But we cannot keep chant-
ing slogans and begging them 
without, at the same time, build-
ing and growing our own em-
ployment base.

professor Boston noted, “With-
out question, economic inclusion 
is the next civil rights frontier …; 
promoting the growth of black 
owned business means reducing 
society’s unemployment burden, 
providing jobs where they are 
most needed and improving the 
income status of people who are 
too often trapped below the pov-
erty line.

“Because the economy can 
grow as a result of economic in-
clusion, everyone can benefit.”  
According to Bob Johnson’s sur-
vey, many black people believe 
we should remain the “included” 
rather than the “includers.”

Let’s look inward as well as 
outward for solutions to our 
problems. Let’s have our own 
economic inclusion policy by 
dusting off “Twenty by Ten” and 
renaming it “Twenty by Twenty.”

Jim Clingman, founder of 
the Greater Cincinnati African 
American Chamber of Com-
merce, is one of the nation’s most 
prolific writers on economic em-
powerment for black people. He 
is an adjunct professor at the 
University of Cincinnati and can 
be reached through his Web site, 
blackonomics.com.

Including ‘us’ in economic inclusion

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist

By Marc H. Morial
NNPA Columnist

By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist



Actress Cassandra “Cassi” 
Davis, best known for her role 
as Ella Payne on Tyler Perry’s 
House of Payne, brought ex-
citement to students during 
her visit to Power APAC El-
ementary and Forest Hill High 
Schools March 26. The Holly 
Springs, Miss., native shared 
her rise to fame with students 
and answered their questions 
about her journey to stardom.

Davis has done extensive 
work with director and writer 
Tyler Perry, and has played 
many roles in his productions. 
She also has appeared in sev-
eral stage plays. 

Her acting career began in 
1988 with her role in the Spike 
Lee film School Daze. Her 
early television credits include 
appearances on Living Single, 

Married... with Children, Ke-
nan & Kel, Boycott, and The 
PJ’s. She established her act-
ing career by appearing in 
Tyler Perry productions such 
as Madea’s Family Reunion, 
Madea Goes to Jail, Daddy’s 
Little Girls, and Tyler Perry’s 
House of Payne.

Davis attended Spelman 
College in Atlanta and ma-
jored in music. She left col-
lege one credit short of gradu-
ation, because she was not 
allowed to perform religious 
music during her senior recit-
al. Davis returned to Spelman 
in 2008 to complete her de-
gree, graduating in November 
of that year. 

She has credited her devout, 
born-again Christian faith as 
the main reason behind her 
professional success.

Spann Elementary Heart 
Ambassadors, hopped for 
heart disease March 28, the 
No. 1 killer of all Americans. 

Spann students donated 
one dollar and staff members 
bought “Rock the Beat” t-
shirts in the their fundraising 
effort to support lifesaving 
research and education pro-
grams in Mississippi. 

Liz Young with the Ameri-

can Heart Association spoke 
to students about the im-
portance of exercise, eating 
healthy and not smoking. 

This event supports the 
American Heart Associa-
tion’s mission to improve 
the cardiovascular health 
of all Americans by 20 per-
cent while reducing deaths 
from cardiovascular disease 
and stroke by 20 percent by 
2020.

House of Payne star motivates 
Power APAC students

Spann Elementary 
Heart Ambassadors 
hop out heart 
disease

Davis with gift and flowers from Power APAC students

Davis with Allyiah Burton, an 11th grader at Murrah High school

Spann Elementary students hopping out heart disease!

Spann Elementary Principal Nicole Menotti and staff hopping out heart disease!

Cassie Davis taking questions from the students
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Otha Burton Jr., the chair 
of Jackson State University’s 
Department of Urban and Re-
gional Planning and former 
chief administrative officer for 
the City of Jackson, has been 
appointed executive director of 
JSU’s new Institute of Govern-
ment.

The institute, which will be 
housed in the university’s new 
downtown location at 101 W. 
Capitol St., will provide lead-
ership development, research, 
education, consulting and train-
ing to help improve the perfor-
mance of government and oth-
er public service organizations.

“I’m honored to be selected 
as the institute’s executive di-
rector,” Burton said. “This is 
an important and challenging 
endeavor, and the institute’s 
role and niche will be critical 
to mold and shape as it ensures 
effectiveness in meeting the 
needs of urban and regional 
communities, their elected and 
appointed officials, and the 
constituents that reside there-
in,” Burton said.

Since 2006, Burton has 
served as associate professor 
and associate dean in JSU’s 
School of Policy and Planning 
and chair of the Department of 
Urban and Regional Planning. 
In those roles, Burton managed 
the graduate and undergradu-
ate degree programs, super-
vised one of the schools in the 
College of Public Service and 
directed the successful accredi-
tation effort of the Master of 
Urban and Regional Planning 
Degree Program.

Burton’s public service ca-
reer with the City of Jackson 
began in 1974. During his ten-
ure with the city, he was ap-
pointed to numerous positions, 
including director of the De-
partment of Human and Cul-
tural Services from 1986-1990; 
director and chief financial of-

ficer in the Department of Ad-
ministration from 1998-2000; 
and chief administrative officer 
from 1998-2005.

Burton received his bach-
elor’s and master’s degrees 
from JSU. He received a Ph.D. 
in public administration from 
Mississippi State University.

“Burton’s vast experience 
as an administrator in the pub-
lic sector and his expertise on 
policy issues make him the best 
candidate to direct the Insti-
tute of Government. He’ll lead 
JSU’s effort to serve as a re-
source for those seeking sound 
public policy practices,” said 
JSU Interim Provost James C. 
Renick.

The downtown campus is 
scheduled to open this summer. 
Burton’s appointment is pend-
ing approval from the Missis-
sippi Board of Trustees of State 
Institutions of Higher Learn-
ing.

Burton said his vision for the 
institute involves a focus on ur-
ban and regional communities. 
He said the institute will pro-
vide practical hands-on service, 
training and assistance and pro-
duce research and policy analy-
sis by scholars and consultants 
that will be released through 
published reports, forums and 
updates.

EDUCATION
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Brenda Tyler of Jackson worked at 
Delphi Packard in Clinton for 21 years 
until the plant closed and she lost her 
job.

At the age of 45, she realized a high 
school diploma wasn’t enough to land a 
new living-wage job. So she enrolled in 
the business office technology program 
at Hinds Community College’s Jackson 
Campus-Academic/Technical Center 
and will graduate in May.

“Because of my training, I’ve been of-
fered an opportunity with one of the top 
companies here in Mississippi,” said Ty-
ler, now 47. “I intend to be in the work-
force for another 20 years, and Hinds 
has equipped me with skills needed for 
a new career.”

Tyler’s story isn’t unusual at Hinds 
Community College where adult stu-
dents can tap into flexible schedules, 
including online classes, and affordable 
tuition to get a degree and a whole new 
career.

Interested persons can find out what 
you need to know at Hinds Community 
College’s “College Night for Adults” at 
the Jackson Campus-Academic/Techni-
cal Center, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Tuesday, 
April 16.

“Going back to school can be easier 
than you think,” said Kathryn Cole, di-
rector of enrollment services. “We offer 
affordable tuition, financial aid and one- 
to two-year programs of study. We also 
know adults have busy schedules and 
that’s why we offer online, evening and 
hybrid classes in addition to traditional 
day classes.”

At College Night at Jackson Campus-
Academic/Technical Center, adult stu-
dents will have the opportunity to learn 
about admissions, programs of study 
and paying for college. They will also 
be able to speak with counselors and in-
structors, register for classes and enjoy 
food and prizes.

Childcare is available at the campus 
located at 3925 Sunset Dr. in Jackson.

Registration for MS Virtual Communi-
ty College classes (online) for both new 
and current students began April 2. Sum-
mer and fall registration begins for new 
students April 15.

As Mississippi’s larg-
est community college, 
Hinds Community Col-
lege is a comprehen-
sive institution offer-
ing quality, affordable 
educational opportuni-
ties with more than 170 
academic, career and 
technical programs. 
With six locations in 
central Mississippi, 
Hinds enrolled nearly 
12,000 credit students 
in fall 2012. 

For more information 
call 601.601.987.8164 
or 1.800.HINDSCC or 
see the Hinds website 
at www.hindscc.edu.

Chrysler Group LLC has been 
named a top supporter of engi-
neering programs at the nation’s 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCUs) for the 
third consecutive year, according 
to U.S. Black Engineer & Infor-
mation Technology (USBE&IT) 
magazine.

In making its final selection, 
USBE&IT considered input from 
the deans of the nation’s 14 accred-
ited HBCUs and from members 
of the corporate-academic alli-
ance, Advancing Minorities’ Inter-
est in Engineering. Each year, the 
magazine selects ten corporate and 
ten government or non-profit or-
ganizations that provide the most 
support to HBCUs. The “Top Sup-
porter” list has been in existence 
for ten years.

“On behalf of Chrysler Group, 
we are honored to be recognized 
for our commitment to the na-
tion’s Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities as a great source 
of science, technology, engineer-

ing and math (STEM) talent,” 
said Georgette Borrego Dulworth, 
director - talent acquisition and 
diversity, Chrysler Group LLC. 
“Identifying and recruiting diverse 
talent with world-class skills is im-
perative to our company’s contin-
ued success.”

Chrysler Group also remains 
committed to developing and nur-
turing its diverse technical leaders 
in the STEM disciplines.

In February, USBE&IT award-
ed its 2012 Black Engineer of the 
Year (BEYA) Visionary Award to 
Chrysler Group’s Larry Williams, 
director - interior engineering. 
The BEYA Conference honors 
outstanding leaders in the STEM 
fields and provides excellent op-
portunities for professional devel-
opment, networking and recruit-
ing. Williams was the latest in a 
long list of BEYA-winning engi-
neers at Chrysler Group.

In October 2012, USBE&IT 
recognized Chrysler Group’s Ola-
bisi Boyle, director - engineering 
planning, with the 2012 Women of 

Color Leadership Award, recogniz-
ing her extraordinary accomplish-
ments in leading and managing in 
the STEM disciplines. Boyle was 
previously recognized as a Women 
of Color “Technology Rising Star” 
and is a past recipient of the Black 
Engineer of the Year Award.

“We are consistently finding 
many organizations that are do-

ing their fair share in building 
the STEM pipeline,” said Ty-
rone Taborn, editor in chief of 
USBE&IT magazine. “Black stu-
dents and professionals want to 
know what these organizations are 
doing for their colleges because 
they want to work for employers 
that are committed to their com-
munity.”

Burton

Hinds CC sets 
adult student 
college night at 
Jackson Campus 
on Sunset Drive

Chrysler Group recognized as a 
top supporter of black engineering 
schools for third consecutive year

Burton appointed 
executive director 
of JSU’s Institute of 
Government
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LIBERTY TAX 
SERVICE ®

North Jackson Locations:

204 Triangle Drive
Triangle Mart 

(Northside Dr @ N. State St.)
601-982-1706

5735 I-55 North
 I-55 N @ Beasley Rd 
(across from Carmax)

769-251-0265

WE ARE 
EXPERIENCED AND 

WILL WORK TO 
PREPARE THE MOST 

FAVORABLE TAX 
RETURN FOR YOU

We offer courtesy pick 
up and drop off services

Hinds Community College



The entire month of March 
was devoted to the recognition of 
the accomplishments of women 
throughout the country, across the 
state, and on local levels, includ-
ing offering encouragements for 
healthy lifestyles, self-empower-
ment and service to others.

The Madison County Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. is an organization of 
women that participated in Wom-
en’s History Month in March by 
providing services to their com-
munity through its annual Inter-
national Day of Service.

This year’s theme was Wellness 
for All Generations. Chapter mem-
bers partnered with St. Paul AME 
Church, 816 Madison Ave., Madi-
son, and the MS Tobacco-Free Co-
alition to sponsor a day of events 
focused on obesity awareness and 
prevention. The day’s program tar-
geted the entire family.

Since Mississippi has an obe-
sity rate of 34.9 percent, which 
is the highest among all states as 
reported by Centers for Disease 
Control in 2011, the ladies of the 

Madison Chapter wanted to do 
their part to make an impact in 
their community. 

TaTonja Jones, a nurse prac-
titioner, is the chair of the Madi-
son County Alumnae Chapter’s 
Physical and Mental Health Com-
mittee. She said, “Recent data re-
leased from the World Health Or-
ganization stated that the obesity 
rate has more than doubled since 
1980. And what’s even more dis-
turbing is that the data showed 
that more than 40 million children 
5 years old or younger were over-
weight. 

“We have to start focusing on 
this issue in our communities and 
do whatever we can to educate 
and arm people to take better care 
of themselves and their families,” 
said Jones. 

Sixteen vendors participated 
in the wellness event by provid-
ing educational pamphlets, dem-
onstrations, samples of products, 
and medical screenings for glu-
cose, blood pressure and choles-
terol.  

Zumba classes were taught by 
LaTasha Estus and Rochelle Culp, 
who led the group in an exercise 

routine for “All Generations” us-
ing a combination of old school 
songs.  The chapter’s Daughters 
Achieving With Noble Service 
(D.A.W.N.S.) got everyone in-
volved by teaching the dance to 
“Move Your Body” inspired by 
First Lady Michelle Obama and 
Beyonce.  

For the children, members of 
Madison County Alumnae Chap-
ter provided face painting. Space 
jumps, provided by Sky Jump 
Space Jump, were also a form 
of entertainment for the younger 
crowd. 

A chef from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Mississippi performed 
a cooking demonstration and 
offered tips on how to prepare 
healthy and tasty meals for the 
family. Information on health and 
obesity was provided by the chap-
ter’s Delta Academy committee, 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, and the 
Mississippi State Department of 
Health. 

Over 150 residents of Madison 
County participated in the event.  
Dominick Riley of Madison said, 
“As a father, it’s very important 
to me to expose my daughters 

to healthy eating habits and the 
value of physical activities while 
they are young.

“If they learn these habits now, 
they will take them into their adult 
lives as a regular practice. This 
event was a really good way to do 
that. There was a lot of great infor-
mation and some really fun activi-
ties. Everyone had a great time.”

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
is a private, non-profit organiza-
tion whose purpose is to provide 
assistance and support through 
established programs in local com-
munities throughout the world.

A sisterhood of more than 
200,000 predominately black col-
lege educated women, the sorori-
ty currently has over 900 chapters 
in the United States, England, Ja-
pan, Germany, the Virgin Islands, 
Bermuda, the Bahamas, and the 
Republic of Korea.

The major programs of the so-
rority are based upon the organi-
zation’s Five Point Programmatic 
Thrust: economic development, 
education, international aware-
ness and involvement, physical 
and mental health, and political 
awareness and involvement.

As if it weren’t bad enough 
to lose your hair, a University 
of Pennsylvania researcher 
has added a medical reason to 
worry about what seems to be a 
cosmetic problem.

She found a connection be-
tween baldness and prostate 
cancer in African American 
men.

Other studies have exam-
ined whether bald men - mostly 
white bald men - are at higher 
risk. Some studies suggested a 

relationship, but the results are 
not clear-cut.

Charnita Zeigler-Johnson, a 
Penn epidemiologist, decided 
to focus on African American 
men because they have a 50 to 
60 percent higher risk of be-
ing diagnosed with cancer than 

white men and are twice as 
likely to die of it.

The study compared 318 
African American men with 
prostate cancer to 219 healthy 
African American controls. It 
looked at whether they had ear-
ly-onset balding - before age 30 
- and whether they had reced-
ing hairlines or thinning at the 
crown of the head.

It was published in Cancer 
Epidemiology, Biomarkers & 
Prevention, a journal of the 
American Association for Can-
cer Research.

The Penn team found that 
balding men were 69 percent 

more likely to have prostate 
cancer. Men with frontal bald-
ness alone - not the more typi-
cal male-pattern baldness in the 
front and at the crown - were 
more than twice as likely to 
have been diagnosed with ad-
vanced cancer. The relation-
ships with frontal baldness was 
even stronger for men who 
were diagnosed before the age 
of 60 and had high-stage or 
high-grade cancers.

As for how baldness and 
prostate cancer are connected, 
she said that is mysterious as 
well. One possibility is that a 
metabolite of testosterone con-

tributes to both prostate cancer 
and hair thinning.

In general, she said, bald-
ness is less common in African 
Americans than Caucasians. By 
age 30, 26 percent of white men 
have lost some hair, compared 
to 16 percent of African Ameri-
cans. However, African Ameri-
can men are more likely to lose 
hair only in front.

Ziegler-Johnson said it’s too 
early to know whether a balding 
African American man should 
undergo extra screening.

“We need to confirm it in an-
other study,” she said. “This is 
the first one.”

HEALTH

Delta Sigma Theta hosts ‘Wellness 
for All Generations Day’ in Madison

Study of black men links baldness to prostate cancer
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Children and adults participate in healthy exercise routines.
Delta sisters Bernadatte Gilbert, TaTonja Jones, Rochelle Culp and Jennifer 
Riley work to make ‘wellness’ day in Madison a success.

By Katrina Myricks
Special to The MIssissippi Link

By Stacey Burling
medcitynews.com



A troubled lawmaker whose 
erratic behavior dominated 
headlines for weeks and in-
stilled fear among colleagues 
who once called him friend 
will go down in Nevada his-
tory as the first assemblyman 
ever expelled from the Legis-
lature after his peers voted to 
oust him March 28 during a 
tearful floor session.

After a short but emotional 
floor session, the Assembly 
overwhelmingly ousted Ste-
ven Brooks from his District 
17 seat representing North Las 
Vegas.

Speaker Marilyn Kirkpat-
rick, choking through tears, 
called for a voice vote on a 
committee recommendation 
for expulsion, then declared, 
“Steven J. Brooks is hereby 
expelled from the Assembly.”

Only a few nay votes could 
be heard in the Assembly 
chambers.

The historic move came af-
ter a series of bizarre events 
involving Brooks, who has 
been arrested twice in recent 
months and hospitalized for a 
mental health evaluation.

The Brooks saga threw the 
legislative session into tur-
moil and led to hours of closed 
meetings and a Select Com-
mittee hearing March 26.

The seven-member panel, 
meeting mostly behind closed 
doors, voted 6-1 to recom-
mend to expel Brooks after 
reviewing a 900-page report 
from an independent counsel 
appointed to investigate

The committee said the re-
port was not made public be-
cause of the private nature of 
the findings.

Assemblywoman Dina Neal, 
D-North Las Vegas, was the 
lone dissenter on the commit-
tee, saying she preferred a less 
harsh penalty like suspension.

Neal choked on emotion, of-
ten pausing to gain composure 
during her remarks.

“I understand that expul-
sion is the highest form of 
discipline,” Neal said. “I also 

understand that the 
action is the equiv-
alent of political 
death on all levels, 
whether it be sus-
pension or expul-
sion.”

But, she added, 
“I believe in the 
human form in all 
its frailties and all 
of its faults.

“I also believe in 
the power of hu-
man recovery.”

After the somber 
32-minute floor 
session, Neal was 
consoled by Majority Leader 
William Horne, D-Las Vegas, 
who chaired the Select Com-
mittee that recommended 
Brooks’ ouster.

“We did not feel safe having 
Assemblyman Brooks in this 
building,” Horne said. “We 
wanted to protect people in 
this building and go about our 
business.”

“Since the odd events which 
led to these proceedings, As-
semblyman Brooks has contin-
ued to engage in ... unpredict-
able behavior,” Horne said.

Reached immediately after 
the vote, Brooks was aghast.

“How dare they?” Brooks 
told The Associated Press in 
a brief telephone interview. 
“I’ve been convicted of noth-
ing.”

Brooks alleged that unspeci-
fied opponents have tried to 
kill him. He didn’t take ques-
tions.

“Yes, tried to kill me,” he 
said. “I’m an open book. They 
won’t let me testify at the 
Grant Sawyer Building, and 
they sent 100 police officers to 
arrest me.”

“Let me ask you, how can 
they do that?” Brooks added 
before hanging up.

Brooks’ lawyer, Mitchell 
Posin, said he was “disap-
pointed” and surprised, “espe-
cially because I was recently 
told it wasn’t going to be heard 
today.”

Since January, Brooks has 
been arrested twice, involun-

tarily hospitalized for a psy-
chiatric evaluation, fired from 
his full-time job and denied a 
gun purchase. He was put on 
leave and banished from the 
building Feb. 11.

He filed an emergency writ 
with the Nevada Supreme 
Court, claiming the “Legisla-
ture” had no authority to put 
him on leave. Late Thursday, 
the high court unanimously 
dismissed his case on grounds 
he sued the wrong party. The 
Assembly put him on leave.

Brooks, 41, won re-election 
in November by a 2-to-1 mar-
gin over an unknown chal-
lenger. He first was arrested 
Jan. 19 in a car with a gun and 
dozens of rounds of ammuni-
tion after allegedly voicing a 
threat against Kirkpatrick. The 
state attorney general’s office 
is handling the case, and no 
charges have been filed.

He faces a felony and three 
lesser charges for his arrest in 
February after a disturbance 
at the home of his estranged 
wife, when police say he tried 
to grab an officer’s gun.

But the worst offense came 
after he was ousted from the 
state legislature building. He 
took police on a high-speed 
chase and wasn’t stopped 
until they spiked his tires. 
He was taken from his car 
by police and the arrest was 
caught on amateur video. 
One of the officers is seen re-
peatedly punching him, but 
Brooks isn’t visibly resisting 
arrest.

WASHINGTON - Presi-
dent Barack Obama on April 
2 asked Congress to spend 
$100 million next year on 
a new project to map the 
human brain in hopes of 
eventually finding cures for 
disorders like Alzheimer’s, 
epilepsy and traumatic inju-
ries.

Obama said the so-called 
BRAIN Initiative could cre-
ate jobs and eventually lead 
to answers to ailments in-
cluding Parkinson’s and au-
tism and help reverse the ef-
fect of a stroke. The president 
told scientists gathered in the 
White House’s East Room 
that the research has the po-
tential to improve the lives of 
billions of people worldwide.

“As humans we can iden-
tify galaxies light-years 
away,” Obama said. “We can 
study particles smaller than 
an atom, but we still haven’t 
unlocked the mystery of the 
three pounds of matter that 
sits between our ears.”

BRAIN stands for Brain 
Research through Advancing 
Innovative Neurotechnolo-

gies. The idea, which Obama 
first proposed in his State 
of the Union address, would 
require the development of 
new technology that can re-
cord the electrical activity of 
individual cells and complex 
neural circuits in the brain 
“at the speed of thought,” the 
White House said.

Obama wants the initial 
$100 million investment to 
support research at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, 
the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency and 
the National Science Foun-
dation. He also wants private 

companies, universities and 
philanthropists to partner 
with the federal agencies in 
support of the research. And 
he wants a study of the ethi-
cal, legal and societal impli-
cations of the research.

The goals of the work are 
unclear at this point. A work-
ing group at NIH, co-chaired 
by Cornelia “Cori” Barg-
mann of The Rockefeller 
University and William New-
some of Stanford University, 
would work on defining the 
goals and develop a multi-
year plan to achieve them 
that included cost estimates.

NATIONAL
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Obama proposes $100M 
for brain mapping project

Detroit’s new emergency man-
ager, Kevyn Orr, hasn’t been the 
most popular figure of the city 
since his appointment to take 
over the finances.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson decid-
ed to join the fight in kicking him 
out because he said the appoint-
ment by the state is unconstitu-
tional because it totally dismisses 
local control.

The state appointed Orr to fix 
the financially deteriorating city’s 

economy.
The Council of Baptist Pas-

tors, a group of local ministers, 
have also spoken out against the 
action.

“Whatever the negative evalu-
ation of the progress achieved by 
the consent agreement, we will 
not support a hostile takeover of 
the city of Detroit by the state of 
Michigan,” said the group’s pres-
ident, Michael Andrew Owens.

Owens also mentioned that in 
the fragile political climate, the 
state’s aggressive decision is add-

ing to the tension.
The group plans to rally on 

April 19.

INDIANAPOLIS - An Indianap-
olis man was attacked and robbed  
March 28 after he tried meeting up 
with a 16-year-old girl he met on 
Facebook for sex.

According to a police report, the 
man, 41, drove to a Noblesville 
apartment complex to pick up the 
girl so they could go downtown to 
her friends house for a party.

The man told police that when 
he arrived, two men started beating 
him and took his wallet, keys and 
cell phone. The 16-year-old and 
her friend then joined the two men, 
stole his car and went on a shopping 
spree with his credit cards.

The report also said the man was 
being held against his will by three 
men in their mid-teens. One of the 

men also had a gun, he told police.
Around 7 hours later, the four 

people who stole the car, returned 
to where the man was detained. The 
men who were holding him let him 

leave, the report said.
The man drove to his Carmel 

home and called police.
Police continue to investigate the 

report.

Rev. Jesse Jackson 
joins Detroit preachers 
against state takeover

Man dating teen girl 
from Facebook for sex 
is robbed and  beaten

By Brittney M. Walker
eurweb.com
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Obama

By Nedra Pickler
The Associated Press

An amused U.S. President 
Barack Obama read a children’s 
book to a gathering of boys and 
girls at the White House Monday, 
April 1, then peppered them with 
questions: Had any of them lost 
a tooth? Had any climbed trees? 
Had any fallen after climbing?

It was all part of the annual 
White House Easter Egg Roll, 
which attracted 30,000 children 
and parents to the Executive Man-
sion’s South Lawn for a day of 
festivities.

Obama, with his dog Bo seated 
beside him, narrated the popular 
illustrated book “Chicka Chicka 
Boom Boom” about alphabet let-
ters and their adventures climbing 
up a coconut tree.

“So clearly the alphabet is full 
of troublemakers,” the president 
concluded after offering his rendi-
tion.

Moments earlier, speaking from 
the White House’s Truman Bal-
cony, Obama thanked the crowd 
for the sunny springtime day. On 
a day that kids devote to chocolate 
and jelly beans, first lady Michelle 
Obama stressed healthy eating 
habits.

“Kids, eat your vegetables,” she 
declared before the family mingled 
with the participants. Mrs. Obama 
and the couple’s daughters, Malia 
and Sasha, also read books.

The White House’s South Lawn 

was transformed into a kaleido-
scope of colours as boys and girls 
played games to the sounds of 
kids’ show tunes and in the pres-
ence of athletes, entertainment 
figures and “Sesame Street” Mup-
pets.

The festivities came off despite 
earlier warnings from the White 
House that budget battles could 
have forced the event’s cancella-
tion. White House tours have been 
called off because of government-
wide spending cuts.

One highlight of this year’s 
event was the “Eggtivity Zone,” in 
which athletes and coaches helped 
teach kids how to play sports. 
Among the stars booked for this 
duty were Minnesota Vikings run-

ning back Adrian Peterson, NAS-
CAR driver Danica Patrick, gym-
nast John Orozco and Washington 
Wizards point guard John Wall.

Two of the younger celebrities 
in Monday’s lineup were Oscar-
nominated actress Quvenzhane 
Wallis, star of Beasts of the South-
ern Wild, and Robbie Novak, who 
plays “Kid President” in a series 
of popular YouTube videos. Elmo, 
Abby and other Sesame Street 
Muppets also performed.

The National Park Service, 
which organizes the event, said it’s 
largely funded by sales of com-
memorative wooden eggs, plus 
some private donations. The park 
service would not say how much 
the event costs.

Athletes, stars join U.S. 
president for ‘Easter Egg Roll’
Barack Obama and family attend 
annual event on White House lawn

Pres. Obama and his family on the White House Truman Balcony

The Associated Press

The Associated Press

Nevada Assembly ousts 
embattled Steven Brooks
By Sandra Chereb
The Associated Press

Brooks



Spring is 
here and the 
vibrant colors 
are appearing 
all around us:  
in the bloom-
ing of the trees, 

the flowers as they awake, 
and even in church attire as 
pastels make their arrival in 
the pews.

I love this season of “Res-
urrection” because Jesus 
Lives” in all things. Yes, 
we all witness Spring being 
the season that is full of life 
and energy and let me add, 
church folks donning their 
colorful wear (I’m guilty 
as charged ). However, we 
must not forget the joy and 
excitement of sharing a new 
life in our Lord. It is He 
who provides!

Yes, He is our New Begin-
ning in “all things.” I men-
tioned clothing as one of the 
gifts of new life because I 
truly enjoy dressing up but I 
know that my Lord provides 
more than a new outfit for 
me to wear. Without the new 
beginning that He has giv-
en to all of us - we would 
have nothing. Without the 
new beginning of His resur-
rection, our lives would be 
nothing. 

I’d like to share a few 
verses regarding Jesus’ 
wonderful gift to each of us: 

II Corinthians 5:17: 
Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. 

Isaiah 43:19: Behold, I 
am doing a new thing; now 
it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? I will make a 
way in the wilderness and 
rivers in the desert.

Ecclesiastes 3:11: He has 
made everything beautiful 
in its time. Also, he has put 
eternity into man’s heart, 
yet so that he cannot find 
out what God has done from 
the beginning to the end.

Revelation 21:5: And 
he who was seated on the 
throne said, “Behold, I am 
making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.”

I Peter 1:3: Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! According 
to his great mercy, he has 
caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.

II Corinthians 5:1-21: For 
we know that if the tent that 
is our earthly home is de-
stroyed, we have a building 
from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. For in this tent we 
groan, longing to put on our 
heavenly dwelling, if indeed 
by putting it on we may not 
be found naked. For while 
we are still in this tent, we 
groan, being burdened - not 
that we would be unclothed, 
but that we would be further 
clothed, so that what is mor-
tal may be swallowed up by 
life. He who has prepared us 
for this very thing is God, 
who has given us the Spirit 
as a guarantee.

Because of His goodness, 
we ask that you help us cel-
ebrate His holy name in all 
that you do in the beauty of 
the trees, the soft rain from 
Heaven, the rainbow that 
nestles in the sky, and the 
fellowship of all of God’s 
children.

As always, we ask that 
you let us help you commu-
nicate the good news of our 
Lord.  Isaiah 52:7a reads, 
“What a beautiful sight it is 
to see messengers coming 
with good news!”

God is good and so is the life 
that He has blessed us with.

The Mississippi Link, a 
messenger for news in and 
around the state of Missis-
sippi, wants to serve as your 
personal messenger to share 
your good news. We want 
to hear about your personal 
celebrations as well as the 
good news that is part of 
your places of worship.

You may contact Daphne 
M. Higgins at religion@
mississippilink.com. Fax 
601-896-0091 or mail your 
information to The Missis-
sippi Link, 2659 Livingston 
Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Love has strings attached

Is there hope 
after Easter?

Love has 
strings attached 
is wonderfully 
explained to 
each of us in 
1 John 4:712. 
Love, some-

thing so simple yet so hard 
for many people to master, 
but those who are fortunate 
enough to practice this awe-
some virtue are blessed be-
yond measure. 

Let’s explore the primary 
motivation to love (I John 
4:7a, 11). Verse 7a says, “Let 
us love one another, for love is 
of God…” 

One Bible scholar said, “…
He is its author, and those 
who exercise it are His chil-
dren, spiritually born of Him.” 
(Family Bible Notes) God is 
the author of love just as Sa-
tan is the father and author of 
lies (St. John 8:44). Not only 
is God the author of love, 
but verse 8 says God is love. 
Therefore, if we are His chil-
dren we must love just like He 
loves. If we don’t, we fall un-
der another column (Satan’s 
column of lies and hate). 

So, our primary reason to 
love one another is that the 
God we serve is a God of love. 
If you do not love, you can-
not be on God’s team, because 
love is the primary qualifier. 
In I Corinthians 12:31- Paul 
said: “But earnestly desire the 
best gifts. Moreover, I show a 
most excellent way to you.” 
In I Corinthians12, Paul talk-
ed about all the spiritual gifts 
and at the end of that chapter 
he alluded to the greatest gift, 
namely love, and went on to 
write an entire chapter on love 
to reveal how it is more im-
portant than all gifts. 

In I Corinthians 13:1-3, 
speaking in tongues is just 
making noise. Great knowl-
edge, prophesying, great faith, 
and great sacrifices mean 
nothing in the absence of love. 
In fact, the Greek word for 
nothing in I Corinthians. 13:2, 
3 is oudeis (oo-dice’) which 

means nobody. So, you can 
do great things and the world 
may call you great, but if you 
don’t have love God calls you 
a nobody.

Our primary motivation to 
love is because love comes 
from God, He loves us and He 
is love. Therefore, everything 
we do has to be qualified by 
love. If we don’t serve out of 
love that service is nothing; 
if we don’t give out of love 
then that giving is nothing to 
God; if we  use faith without 
love then it is nothing; and if 
we worship and have not love 
then that worship is a hollow 
chatter. 

My life verse is I Corinthi-
ans 16:13, 14: “Keep alert, 
stand firm in your faith, be 
courageous, be strong, but let 
all you do be done in love.”  

Our primary motivation to 
love is because our God loves 
and this is the foundation for 
all that we do as salt of the 
earth. Our primary goal as 
Christians is to not be used by 
God in great ways, but rather 
to learn how to master love 
and when we learn to master 
love everything will fall in 
place. Love casts out insecuri-
ties (1 John 4:18); love proves 
the existence of God (John 
13:35); love is how we can 
fulfill the Ten Commandments 
(Romans 13:8b).

We said that love has strings 
attached. If you say you love 
God there are some strings 
attached that you can’t get 
around and now we will look 
at the first string. 

Love is sacrificial (I John 
4:9, 10) as noted in verse nine 
which says: “God sent His one 
and only Son into the world 
that we might live through 
Him.” The sacrifice is that Je-
sus was God’s only Son. Only 
a few people will make this 
kind of sacrifice and give their 
last. 

Don’t fool yourself into 
thinking that you won’t have 
to give up (sacrifice) every-
thing in order to follow Christ 
for real. Jesus said in His own 
words that there are at least 

two things one must do if they 
are going to truly be a real fol-
lower of Him. Matthew 16:24 
reads: “Then said Jesus unto 
His disciples, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me.”

Jesus said we must: 
#1. Deny self: In order to be 

a real follower of Christ you 
can’t make everything about 
you, it can’t be about you. 
The Greek word for “deny” 
in Matthew 24:16 is apar-
neomai (ap-ar-neh’-om-ahee) 
which means to deny utterly 
(totally, entirely, absolutely). 
This means you have sold out 
to Jesus, Jesus is not just your 
Savior, but He is your Lord, 
and your desire is to do His 
will and not your own. 

This also means putting 
others ahead of yourself and 
putting the interest of oth-
ers ahead of your own. If you 
have not done this, then you 
are not truly following Christ. 
You may be standing behind 
Christ but you are not taking 
steps in the direction where 
He leads. Based on this, are 
you really following Jesus?

#2. Embrace your cross: 
“Take up your cross and fol-
low me.” Go ahead and pre-
pare your mind to face trials. 
Your soul cries peace, but you 
are light amidst darkness, it’s 
like you rub things the wrong 
way. You make Satan angry 
and so trouble is bound to 
come your way. 

Stop living in a fantasy land 
wanting everything to always 
be smooth and easy sailing! 2 
Timothy 3:12 says: “All who 
desire to live godly in Christ 
Jesus will suffer persecution.” 
I Thessalonians 3:3 says: “We 
should not be shaken by these 
afflictions; for you yourselves 
know that we are appointed to 
this.” I Peter 2:21 says: “For 
to this you were called, be-
cause Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that 
you should follow His steps.”

We often make trials the 
primary focus in our lives, but 
we need to make overcoming 

trials our primary focus. It’s 
sad how so many so called 
believers have a defeatist at-
titude about trials and tests. 
But we need to rethink how 
we look at trouble. 

Always remember that trou-
ble is a part of the Christian 
life, but you have something 
or someone greater inside 
of you…you have someone 
greater than any trouble. II 
Corinthians 4:7 says: “…we 
have this treasure in earthen 
vessels…” Because we have 
the gospel inside us which is 
the power of God (miracle 
working power of God) this 
gives us confidence to say II 
Corinthians 4:8, 9, “We are 
hard pressed on every side, yet 
not crushed; we are perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed.”

Because of whose we are, 
who we are, and who we have 
inside of us, we are free to fo-
cus on overcoming rather than 
focusing on the problem. 

I John 4:10 says: “He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the 
atonement for our sins.” When 
we make sacrifices for God it 
will always produce a harvest. 
When God sacrificed Jesus, 
people were redeemed. What-
ever you sacrifice for God will 
bring about a blessing in some 
way. If there is no sacrifice 
then it is not love. 

Rev. Collier is the pastor of 
Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. Resi-
dents of Madison, he and wife, 
Minister Yolanda; are the 
proud parents of three daugh-
ters: Noel, Leona and Leon-
dria. Rev. Collier has received 
degrees from Criswell College 
in Dallas, Texas; Southern 
Methodist University - Per-
kins School of Theology; and 
a Masters of Divinity from 
Memphis Theological Semi-
nary; as well as participated in 
the Theological Opportunities 
Program at Harvard Divin-
ity School in Cambridge, MA. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com

Now after the shopping, the 
Easter eggs hunts, Easter produc-
tion rehearsal, and sunrise service, 
is there hope after Easter? Does 
Easter still have meaning and fo-
cus after Resurrection Sunday? 
The Resurrection of Jesus is the 
new context of life in Christ. The 
Resurrection of Jesus is more than 
a holiday to be celebrated or an-
niversary to be observed. Nothing 
in life is the same since that first 
Easter morning. There are at least 
three reasons for hope after Easter.

One reason for hope after Easter 
is new life. Easter hope is revealed 
in Jesus Christ. God, through Je-
sus, breathed new life into a hope-
less and dead world. Through the 
Resurrection of Christ, we are born 
again into a living hope. “There-
fore we are buried with Him by 
baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in the new-
ness of life.” (Romans 6:4 KJV). 
God raising Christ from the dead 
was the turning point not only for 

him but for us. One day 
we too shall rise and 
live with Him eternal-
ly. Easter became the 
window through which 
all of the rest of life is 
viewed.

Secondly, we have 
hope after Easter be-
cause we have new 
love. Jesus Christ dem-
onstrates this new love. 
“Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a 
man lay down his life 
for his friend.” (John 
15:13 KJV). We follow 
His demonstration of 
love by displaying His love toward 
each other. 

Finally, there is hope after Eas-
ter for we have new liberty. Paul’s 
message to the church at Galatia 
was to: “Stand fast therefore in 
the liberty where with Christ hath 
made us free” (Gal. 5:1 KJV). 
Because of His resurrection, we 
are empowered to overcome ad-
dictions, resist temptations and to 
stand firmly in the midst of adver-
sities. Easter reminds us that in 

Christ we have been set free from 
the hand of the enemy to fulfill His 
purpose for our lives. 

Hope is confidence that God 
is at work in our lives and He is 
working for our good. Yes, there is 
hope and the Christian message of 
Easter as revealed by God in Christ 
will never be without hope. 

Rev. Johnson is the pastor of 
Morning Star Baptist Church lo-
cated at 3420 Albermarle Rd. in 
Jackson. He may be reached at 
601-362-5096.

N E w s  f R o M  t h E  w o R d

By Rev. John Johnson
Special to The Mississippi Link

R E I g N I N g  A N N o u N c E M E N t s

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600 Florence Ave., 
Jackson, will celebrate its 106th Anniversary Sunday, April 7, during 
its special 10 a.m. with guest minister, Rev. C. J. Rhodes, pastor 
of Mt. Helm Baptist Church, delivering the message. The day will 
begin with 8:30 a.m. with Sunday School. For more information call 
601-355-2670.

Holy City International Empowerment Ministries, 251 
Kearney Park Road, Flora, will host its Annual National Women’s 
Convention April 10 - 12, 2013, beginning at 7:30 p.m., followed 
by workshops beginning at 8:15 p.m., each night. The theme for 
this event, “Watch God Move” is taken from Exodus 14:13. On 
April 28, the church will celebrate its Annual Men’s Day Program. 
The service will begin at 3:30 p.m. For more information visit www.
holycityempowermentministries.com or call 601-879-3999.

The Metro Jackson section of the National Council of Negro 
Women, Inc. (NCNW) will celebrate its Founders’ Day program 
Sunday, April 7, 2013, 3 p.m., at Farish Street Baptist church, 619 
N. Farish St., Jackson. The public is invited. Guest speaker will be 
Peggy Calhoun, Hinds County supervisor for District 3. Calhoun 
is a “Life” member of NCNW. Renowned pianist Ernestine Ross 
will provide music. For more information, call Mattie T. Stevens, 
president, NCNW Metro Jackson section, 769-218-0576.
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link



The Apostle 
Paul had faced 
sufferings, tri-
als and distress 
as he preached 
the Good News.  
But he knew that 

they would one day be over 
and he would obtain God’s 
rest and rewards. As we face 
great troubles, it’s easy to fo-
cus on the pain rather than on 
our ultimate goal.

We find in 2 Corinthians 
4:16-18 Paul sayings, “There-
fore we do not lose heart. 
Even though our outward man 
is perishing, yet the inward 
man is being renewed day by 
day. For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, 
is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, while we do not look 
at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not 
seen. For the things which are 

seen are temporary, but the 
things which are not seen are 
eternal.”

There are times in life when 
everything you attempt to do 
will seem to go wrong. Your 
faith may be strong and your 
commitment deep, yet adver-
sity will come knocking on 
your door. In such times, the 
power of prayer will strength-
en and stabilize you. But you 
can’t pray away life’s seasons.  

God has a purpose for not 
allowing you to be fruitful all 
the time. Real growth requires 
seasons of struggle as well as 
seasons of success. Your sea-
sons of struggles destroy pride 
in your own ability, increase 
your dependence on God and 
cause you to say like Paul, 
“not that we are sufficient of 
ourselves, our sufficiency is 
from God.” (2 Corinthians 
3:5)

It is easy to lose heart and 
quit. We all have faced prob-
lems in our relationships or 

in our work that have caused 
us to want to think about lay-
ing down the tools and walk-
ing away. Rather than giving 
up when persecution wore 
him down, Paul concentrated 
on experiencing the inner 
strength from the Holy Spirit 
(Ephesians 3:16).

Don’t let fatigue, pain or 
criticism force you off the job. 
Renew your commitment to 
serving Christ. Don’t forsake 
your eternal reward because 
of the intensity of today’s 
pain. Your very weakness al-
lows the resurrection power of 
Christ to strengthen you mo-
ment by moment.

The word temporal means 
“subject to change.” Hold 
steady; it’s not always going 
to be this way. Sometimes the 
situation doesn’t call for ac-
tion, it may call for patience 
and trust in God. Our ultimate 
hope when we are experienc-
ing terrible illness, persecu-
tion or pain is the realization 

that this life is not all there is; 
there is life after death.

Knowing that we will live 
forever with God in a place 
without sin, and suffering can 
help us live above the pain 
that we face in this life. Paul 
writes, “Our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us.”

In ways you cannot under-
stand, God is making the cir-
cumstances you’re in today 
work for your good. See your 
troubles as opportunities.

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Crossroads Church 
of God in Farmhaven (Can-
ton), Miss., and is married to 
Velma L. Green. He honorably 
served in the U.S. Army for 20 
years. Presently, Rev. Green 
is a member of the National 
Association of Evangelism 
Church of God, Anderson, 
Ind. He serves as vice-chair-
man at the Southeastern Asso-
ciation of The Church of God, 
Inc. 

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church
Since 1907 B I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D

1600 Florence Avenue
Jackson, MS 39204
Ph: 601-355-2670
Fax: 601-355-0760

www.collegehillchurch.org • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

SUNDAY: Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY: Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY: Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

S U N D A Y
9:00 a.m. - Worship Services

W E D N E S D A Y
7:00 p.m. - Bible Class

T V B R O A D C A S T
8:00 a.m. - Channel 14  (Comcast)

Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup, Sr.
1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204

OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church

“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

W E E K L Y A C T I V I T I E S

485 W. Northside Drive • Jackson, MS
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl E Twyner, pastor

Sunday 9:30 a.m. Fulfillment Hour (Sunday School)

11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Service

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal

Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!

HHoly oly TTemple M.B. Churemple M.B. Churchch
5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS  39209

(601) 922-6588; holytemplembchurch@yahoo.com
Sunday School - 8 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.

“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
REV. AUDREY L. HALL, PASTOR

REV. DR. AVA S. HARVEY, SR., OVERSEER

            

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of April 4

1.	 Take	Me	To	The	King	 	 Tamela	Mann
2.	 It’s	Not	Over	 	 	 Israel	&	New	Breed	Featuring	James	Fortune	&	Jason	Nelson
3.	 Hold	On	 	 	 James	Fortune	&	FIYA	Featuring	Monica	&	Fred	Hammond
4.	 Your	Best	Days	Yet	 	 Bishop	Paul	S.	Morton
5.	 Life	&	Favor	(You	Don’t	Know)	 John	P.	Kee	And	New	Life
6.	 Turning	Around	For	Me	 	 VaShawn	Mitchell
7.	 Clean	This	House	 	 Isaac	Carree
8.	 Greater	Is	Coming	 	 Jekalyn	Carr
9.	 God	Will	Make	A	Way	 	 Shirley	Caesar
10.	 Testimony	 	 	 Anthony	Brown	&	group	therAPy

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                                ARTISTS     ALBUM

Christian Discipline:
Hold steady and let God work!

“Hi! My 
name is She-
wanda. And 
I’m a pack 
rat.” I felt like 
I should be 
saying these 

words as I continued on my 
number one priority a few 
weeks ago: spring cleaning. 
What I thought would take 
me a few hours ended up 
taking me almost 9 hours. 
With careful consideration, 
I went through the piles of 
papers and folders, sheets of 
paper I didn’t realize I had 
and some I didn’t remember 
why I kept. In those cases, I 
threw them away. I figured if 
I hadn’t touched it in a year, I 
didn’t need it.

I even told myself before I 
started cleaning that I would 
not talk myself out of throw-
ing stuff away (like I usually 
did). I started in my bedroom 
and even brought just a few 
garbage bags upstairs be-
cause I didn’t have as much 
there (or so I thought).   One 
by one, the four bags were 
filled within minutes. One 
bag was so full that it nearly 
burst when I tried to pick it 
up. The crazy part was that it 
wasn’t anything terribly im-
portant that I was throwing 
away - just a few old notes, 
left over brochures from con-
ferences and other miscella-
neous projects.

Even though I watched 
many talk shows with self-
professed hoarders and pack 
rats, I never saw myself as 
one of “those” people. Sure, 
I like to hold onto stuff for 
sentimental reasons (like all 

of my report cards starting 
at kindergarten or my Girl 
Scout sash and beret). I just 
figured since I had good rea-
sons for keeping these things, 
it didn’t matter how much it 
was.

But I had to admit one 
thing after I’d bagged all of 
the trash up and taken it out-
side: I felt so relieved with-
out the clutter. I was amazed 
at how I’d allowed myself 
to get used to the clutter. Of 
course, I noticed it building 
over time but I was always 
able to excuse it away.

Why did I hold onto those 
things that I said I needed, 
but didn’t ever use? And why 
was I afraid to throw them 
away? The more I thought 
about it, I had to admit my 
fear was that I didn’t want 
to be unprepared. Keeping 
those items gave me a false 
sense that I’d be ready…for 
what I wasn’t sure. 

John 15:2 says “He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears 
no fruit, while every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes 
so that it will be even more 
fruitful.”  Throwing away 
the clutter felt like I was 
being pruned. I now try to 
look at it this way: throwing 
away what I didn’t need now 
leaves room for God to give 
me what he wants me to have 
so I can do what he wants me 
to do.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-sell-
er “Love Hangover: Moving 
From Pain to Purpose after 
a Relationship Ends.” She 
can be reached at lovehang-
over@juno.com, at www.
shewandariley.com or www.
anointedauthorsontour.com 

Spring Cleaning 

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Sunday
Worship Services

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Monday
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WedneSday
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

p R E S E R v E D

By	Pastor	Simeon	R.	Green	III
Special to The Mississippi Link

By	Shewanda	Riley
Columnist
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CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid – 2252 Food Service Warehouse Food Products

Bid - 2253 Food Service Warehouse Paper and Stock Supplies

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received 
by the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the 
Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 15, 2013, at which time and 
place they will be publicly opened and read aloud.  The Board of Trust-
ees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five cal-
endar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and detailed 
specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@
jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked 
up at the above address. 

3/28/13, 4/4/13

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real 
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Build-
ing, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 04/25/2013 
, for:

 RE: GS# 206-070 HVAC Renovations (Phase II) 
  Holmes Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract documents may 
be obtained from:

 Professional: Engineering Resource Group, Inc. 
 Address:     Post Office Drawer 16443
   Jackson, Mississippi 39236
 Phone:  601-362-3552

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

3/28/13, 4/4/13 
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LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND

REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Prop-
erty Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401B, Woolfolk Building, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 04/25/2013 , for:

 RE: GS# 354-048 Interior Renovations 
  Robert E. Lee Building (Office of Capitol Facilities)
  (Department of Finance and Administration)

at which time they will be publicly opened and read.  Contract docu-
ments may be obtained from:

 Professional: Burris/Wagnon Architects, P.A. 
 Address:     500L East Woodrow Wilson Avenue
   Jackson, Mississippi 39216
 Phone:  601-969-7543

A deposit of $100.00 is required.  Bid preparation will be in accordance 
with Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual.  The Bureau of 
Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to 
waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids.  NOTE:  Telephones and 
desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director

3/28/13, 4/4/13

Call 888-899-6914
www.CenturaOnline.com

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
FROM HOME

Call 888-899-6914
www.CenturaOnline.com

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
FROM HOME

Call 888-899-6914
www.CenturaOnline.com

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
FROM HOME
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HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!

HPP
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314 Swallow Drive
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Licensed & Insured!

HPP
Heritage Property
Management Services, LLC

WE DO IT ALL!
•Roofing •Landscaping •Deck & Pier Work

•Custom Painting •Custom Lighting & Electric
•Pressure Washing

314 Swallow Drive
Brandon, MS 39047

601-951-6607; 601-992-2822

Licensed & Insured!
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Top-Rated Medical Alarm
Medical Alert 
Monitoring 
24/7

Order Now!
Call today:

1-888-714-7318
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ATTENTION:
If you are disabled and have been denied your

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

For a free consultation, please call:
Charles Edwards, Esq.    Marc Boutwell, Esq.
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
Free background information available upon request. Additional information regarding The Law Office
of Marc Boutwell, PLLC can be obtained by contacting the MS Bar at 601-948-4471.

PLEASE CONTACT US TO PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS!
It is important that you act immediately!
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For a free consultation, please call:
Charles Edwards, Esq.    Marc Boutwell, Esq.
THE LAW OFFICE OF MARC BOUTWELL, PLLC

Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
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ATTENTION:
If you are disabled and have been denied your

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS

For a free consultation, please call:
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Lexington, MS 39095  Toll Free: 1-888-881-7755
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PASS
Marc Boutwell

2x2

3.556x2
48 Web

Marc Boutwell
2x2

3.33x2
46 Web

Marc Boutwell
2x2

Big Reach!
Small Price!
Run this size ad in over

100 newspapers statewide 
for less than $11 per paper.

Call your local newspaper or
MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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MS Press Services at 601-981-3060.
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FOR SALE
Antique/Classic Car

1963 Chevrolet 
Super Sport, 2-Door Hardtop
Project Fixer-up, Good Body

327 Engine!! 
Call

601-922-0308, 601-937-1864



AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for
hands on Aviation Career. FAA approved
program.  Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 866-455-4317.
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from
Home.  •Medical •Business •Criminal
Justice •Hospitality.  Job placement assis-
tance.   Computer and Financial Aid if
qualified. SCHEV authorized. Call 888-
899-6914. www.CenturaOnline.com

25 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
No experience necessary. Learn to drive
for Stevens Transport. Earn $800 per
week. Local 15-day CDL training.
Stevens can cover costs. 1-800-350-
7364.
COMPANY DRIVER: TEAM DRIVERS
NEEDED. $0.513 per mile + $15/Stop
(split). Long Haul. CDL-”A” with 1 year
OTR and Hazmat End. Sign-On Bonus:
$5,000 Teams. 888-705-3217 or apply
online at www.drivenctrans.com
DRIVER - DAILY OR WEELY PAY. ONE
CENT RAISE after 6 and 12 months.
$.03/mile Enhanced Quarterly Bonus.
CDL-”A”, 3 months OTR experience. 800-
414-9569. www.driveknight.com
DRIVERS - Class “A” CDL Holders
Needed in the Columbia, Meridian,
Roxie, Taylorsville, Vicksburg and Yazoo
City areas. Home daily, paid by  load.
Paid orientation, benefits and bonuses.
Forest Products Transports. 800-925-
5556.
Drivers - HIRING EXPERIENCED /
INEXPERIENCED TANKER DRIVERS!
Earn up to $.51 per mile! New fleet Volvo
tractors! 1 year OTR experience required.
Tanker training available. Call today:
8 7 7 - 8 8 2 - 6 5 3 7 .
www.OakleyTransport.com
SEC TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING. CDL
and refresher classes start every Monday.
Financing available for those who qualify,
jobs available now!  Call 1-877-285-
8621 Mon. - Fri., 8 am - 5 pm C#618.
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state. An affordable, low-cost
way to reach over 1 million readers. Call
MS Press at 601-981-3060.

100 PERCENT GUARANTEED
OMAHA STEAKS - SAVE 69% on The
Grilling Collection. NOW ONLY $49.99
plus 2 FREE GIFTS & right-to-the-door
delivery in a reusable cooler, ORDER
today! 1-888-713-1754. Use Code:
45102CSP or
www.OmahaSteaks.com/gcoffer27.
PROFLOWERS - SEND FLOWERS FOR
ANY OCCASION! Prices starting at just
$19.99. Plus take 20% off your order over
$29. Go to www.Proflowers.com/fabulous
or call 1-888-727-9844.
PROTECT YOUR IRA and 401(k)
FROM INFLATION by owning physical
gold or silver! Tax-free, hassle-free
rollovers. FREE “Gold Guide”. AMERI-
CAN BULLION, 800-527-5679.

BANK REPOSSESSION. SMITH LAKE,
ALABAMA. Prime dockable Homesite
$49,900. Bank loss of $120k per lot, over
$3 million on 34 lots, makes possible a
$200k+ homesite for 25 cents on the
dollar. Level to water, no stairs. Build at
water’s edge. NEW TO MARKET. Roads
and utilities in place. Available April 20th.
Make early appointment. Once in a life-
time opportunity. Call 877-420-5269.
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE in over 100
newspapers with one phone call. MS
Press. 601-981-3060 or your local
paper.

DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT      chil-
dren $125.                      Includes name
change and property settlement agree-
ment. SAVE hundreds.  Fast and easy.
Call 1-888-733-7165               24/7. 
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to  90
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564,  for  $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH NETWORK. Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months) and High-
Speed Internet starting at $14.95 month
(where available). SAVE! Ask about SAME
DAY installation! CALL now! 1-888-471-
1216.
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care Of.
866-549-3390.
Highspeed Internet EVERYWHERE by
satellite! Speeds up to 12mbps! (200x
faster than dial-up.) Starting at
$49.95/month. CALL NOW AND GO
FAST! 1-888-720-5752.
SAVE on Cable TV-Internet-Digital
Phone. Packages start at $89.99/month
(for 12 months). Options from ALL major
service providers. Call Acceller today to
learn more! CALL 1-877-678-1932.

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g S e r v i c e s

F o r  S a l e ,  M i s c .

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

R e a l  E s t a t e

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of March 31, 2013

STUMPS?
50% Discount

Limited Time Only!
Visit our website 

www.stumpsunlimited.com
for details and appointment

or call 
Craig Sterling

601-248-9399

NOW HIRING! 

 

INTERCON CARRIERS
19810 MINES ROAD LAREDO, TX.

1-888-604-3233
safety@interconcarriers.com

OTR DRIVERS
CDL,  2 Yrs Experience

Home  Every Other Day! (Biloxi) 
• 50% more drop and hooks 

• Pay next day of delivery 

Mar31_MCAN
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Warning!
STRYKER HIP RECALL
Did you receive a Stryker Hip Device between

2009-2012?
Have you received notice of the recall from your 

surgeon?
Rejuvenate and ABG II Models RECALLED.
If so you may be entitled to substantial 

compensation.
Contact:

MARS, MARS & MARS, P.A.
Attorneys at Law

507-A Center Avenue
Philadelphia, MS 39350

(Toll Free) 1-800-650-2152 
OR DIRECT: 601-656-2152

Free Background information available upon request
to a Mississippi attorney. The listing of these areas of practice does

not indicate any certification of expertise therein.
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Stryker Rejuvenate® Hip Replacement
Has Been RECALLED

CALL 1-888-580-3784

Carby & Carby, PC
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW

513 State Street, P.O. Box 1047, Natchez, MS 39121

FREE BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

Stryker Orthopaedics has voluntarily recalled its
Rejuvenate® modular and ABG II modular-neck
hip stems due to corrosion where the neck and
module meet.

This corrosion may release material into the tissue
around the hip replacement which may lead to:

Pain   Need For Revision Surgery
Swelling Metal Toxicity

If you or a loved one had a Rejuvenate® modular or ABG II modular-
neck hip stem implanted since 2009, call the law firm of Carby &
Carby toll free at 1-888-580-3784.

Westerfield, 
Janoush & Bell, P.A.
307 Cotton Row, Suite 1, Cleveland, MS, 38732

Stryker Rejuvenate® Hip Replacement
Has Been RECALLED

CALL 1-888-580-3784

Carby & Carby, PC
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW

513 State Street, P.O. Box 1047, Natchez, MS 39121

FREE BACKGROUND INFORMATION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
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hip stems due to corrosion where the neck and
module meet.
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This corrosion may release material into the tissue
around the hip replacement which may lead to:

Pain   Need For Revision Surgery
Swelling Metal Toxicity

If you or a loved one had a Rejuvenate® modular or ABG II modular-
neck hip stem implanted since 2009, call the law firm of Carby &
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Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS

Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months. 

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

where available

ASK ABOUT  
HIGH SPEED  
INTERNET 

AS LOW AS .... 

mo. 

**Savings applies to AT120, AT120+, AT200, and AT250 with HD programming, 2 year agreement and credit qualification. 
Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.

Make the Switch to Dish Today
and Save Up To 50%**

Promotional Packages starting at only ...

mo.for 12 months  

Prices valid for 12 months. 
Requires 24-month agreement

PACKAGES
UNDER $50

Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0113
1-888-471-1216
Call Now and Ask How to Save Up To 50%**

SAME DAY 
INSTALLATION
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Where available.

CALL TODAY -
INSTALLED TODAY!

For 3 months. 

PREMIUM MOVIE CHANNELS

where available

ASK ABOUT  
HIGH SPEED  
INTERNET 

AS LOW AS .... 

mo. 
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Discount applied to first year of service in form of online and promotional credits plus free HD for Life which is a $10/mo credit.
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and Save Up To 50%**
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Prices valid for 12 months. 
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PACKAGES
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Blockbuster @Home (1 disc at a time): Only available with new qualifying DISH service activated during promotional period. For the first 3 months of your subscription, you will receive Blockbuster @Home free (regularly 
$10/mo).  After 3 months, then-current regular price applies. Requires online DISH account for discs by mail; broadband Internet to stream content; HD DVR to stream to TV. Exchange online rentals for free in-store movie 
rentals at participating Blockbuster stores (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Streaming to TV and some channels not available with select packages. Promotional offers require activation of new qualifying 
DISH service with 24-month agreement and credit qualification. Cancellation fee of $20/month remaining applies if service is terminated before end of agreement. 3-month premium movie offer value is $135. After 
each applicable promotional period, then-current price applies unless you downgrade. Free Standard Professional Installation only. All equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon cancellation or unreturned 
equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. PrimeTime Anytime feature not available in all markets. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison 
based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 1/17/13. Some Hopper with Sling features require compatible mobile device. All prices, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to 
change without notice. Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. 
Additional restrictions may apply. Offers end 5/21/13. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc.  SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., 
a CBS Company.STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. All new customers are subject to a one-time, non-refundable processing fee.
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FAMILY FUN • FREE ADMISSION

April 5 & 6 • Tupelo, MS

Veterans Park | Veterans Blvd. | Tupelo, MS
www.presleyheights.com

Partially funded by the Tupelo Convention & Visitors Bureau.

Events:
5k Race
Live Entertainment
Classic Car Show
Azalea Bud Pageant
Arts, Crafts & Food Vendors
Kite Building/Flying Expose
Children's Art Display
Lawnmower Races
"America" Hot Air Balloon
Model Airplane Flying

Sponsors:
BancorpSouth
Southern Comfort

Construction, LLC

Renasant Bank
Holland Funeral Directors
Transport Trailers
Tommy Morgan, Inc., Realtors
Palmers Supermarket
Nolan Brothers
Shelton & Associates, P.A.
Little Caesars
Gibson Corrugated LLC
Pizza Doctor
Bishop's Flower Shop
Tupelo Convention & Visitors

Bureau
East Main Pawn Shop
Louise's Barber Shop
Wal-Mart

©
JP
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu student uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank and tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcdade’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcdade’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picadilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOd maRt
5492 Watkins Drive
spORts medicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
dOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd

dOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Revell ace haRdWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
dOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
dOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
dOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
Rite aid  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aid  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aid  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal desiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sandWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
dOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
dOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aid
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRdi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinds cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOd maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnd puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnd city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRd’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Battle of the Braves 
results in sold out 
Trustmark Park

8217 baseball fans young 
and old packed Trustmark 
park last Saturday, March 30. 
Not because it was opening 
day, but because the “BIG” 
braves were in town. The At-
lanta Braves visited Pearl to 
play their “little brothers” if 
you will.

The atmosphere was elec-
tric. Fans wore jerseys of 
their favorite Atlanta Braves’ 
and cheered loudly once they 
came to the plate.  

It was especially refresh-
ing for those die hard Missis-
sippi Braves fans because 13 
of the current Atlanta Braves 
first played in Pearl. Since 
the team has been playing 
in Pearl, over 70 Mississippi 
Braves have gone to the big 
leagues. One of the most no-
table is Jason Heyward.

Heyward made a splash 
when he made it to the big 
leagues. He is clearly one 
of Atlanta’s best players and 
they market him as such.  
Heyward received a rousing 
ovation when his named was 
called. 

Fans were actually at the 
stadium 3 hours early just to 
watch batting practice. 

The future stars were man-
aged by long time Atlanta 
Braves manager Bobby Cox.

Atlanta wasted no time 
showing why they are the 
big brothers. They jumped 

out quickly. At the end of the 
first inning, they were lead-
ing 5 to 0. Jason Heyward hit 
a ground rule double. Freddie 
Freeman, a former Mississip-
pi Braves player, singled and 
Dan Uggla came up to the 
plate and launched a three-
run homer out of Trustmark 
Park. Uggla jerseys could 
be spotted 
around the 
stadium as 
he took his 
homerun trot.

F o l l o w -
ing that, 
Chris John-
son smacked 
a homerun. 
Fans started 
to high five 
each other, 
thrilled at the 
aerial display.

In the third 
inning, the 
Upton Broth-
ers showed 
the crowd 
why Atlanta 
was so happy 
to have them. 
Justin lead 
off the inning 
with a walk. 
Two batters later, his brother, 
BJ, got a hit to get him to 
third base.

Reed Johnson seized the 
RBI opportunity and lined a 
single to right field. By this 
time the score was 7 to 0.

Braves fans could care 
less. They cheered every play 
they could. The score would 
eventually end up being 10 
to 0 in favor of Atlanta. They 
put on a show and the fans 
thoroughly enjoyed it.

Mike Minor started the 
game for Atlanta and pitched 
four innings allowing only 

2 hits. It was a good way to 
end the exhibition season for 
both teams. Now the real sea-
son begins.

The M-Braves start the 
season with a homestand 
April 4 - April 8.

By Tim Ward 
Sports Writer  

The sold out crowd
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BJ Upton gets a singleJason Heyward was a definite crowd favorite

Justin Upton and his brother give Atlanta some fire power



Kobe Bryant’s contract with 
the Los Angeles Lakers expires 
after the 2013-2014 NBA sea-
son, but the 17-year veteran is 
planning to make his retirement 
decision as early as this summer, 
Scott Howard-Cooper of NBA.
com reported.

Bryant has mentioned the R-
word throughout the season, but 
has yet to give a firm commit-
ment on how much longer he’s 
willing to play. Kobe’s com-
ments came on a night where 

he surpassed Wilt 
Chamberlain for 
fourth in all-time 
on the scoring list, 
notching 31,434 
points in his career.

When asked if 
he felt next season 
would be his last, 
Bryant responded by 
saying that his cur-
rent sense is that he 
will end his career 
after the 2013-2014 season, and 
that the decision is solely his as 

the Lakers can’t say anything to 
change his mind.

ENTERTAINMENT
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Kobe Bryant to make retirement 
decision this summer

Idris Elba is back to star in 3rd 
season of ‘Luther’ in September

Mekhi Phifer marries 
girlfriend in Beverly Hills

Jay Z blows off legendary 
musician who wants to collaborate

Fans of the tele-drama “Lu-
ther,” starring British heart-
throb Idris Elba, can breathe 
easy as a third season is likely 
to debut as early as Septem-
ber he said.

An exact launch date wasn’t 
provided by Elba nor has an 
announcement been rendered 
by the BBC, the British net-
work which carries the show. 
But the signs of another go-
round manifested themselves 
in that promotion for the se-
ries is seemingly underway 
and post-production has since 
begun. Last season, the BBC 
made each episode of Luther 
available to U.S. viewership 
within 24 hours of every live 
showing.

This time, it’s presumed 
that the network will use the 

same formula to maintain its 
international presence.

Next season’s guest stars 
will include Orlessa Altass, 
Lucian Msamati (“Game Of 
Thrones” fans will remember 

him as the pirate Salladhor 
Saan. He and Nonso Anozie 
were the two black Brits who 
joined the series cast last sea-
son), and Ned Dennehy (“Ty-
rannosaur”).

Mekhi Phifer has 
jumped the broom.

The actor married 
his girlfriend Reshe-
let Barnes March 30 
at the Montage Ho-
tel in Beverly Hills, 
according to E! 
News.

The couple ex-
changed vows on 
an outdoor terrace 
while 100 friends 
and family members 
looked on, accord-
ing to the website. 
Mekhi’s son walked 
down the aisle with 
a Chihuahua, E! 
reports, while the 
groom - wearing a 
white suit - made his 
way to the altar to 

the sound of Stevie 
Wonder’s “Ribbon 
in the Sky.”

As Barnes walked 
down the aisle, a 
witness told the 
website that Mekhi 
was “completely 
overcome with emo-
tion,” adding, “He 
had to wipe tears 
from his eyes for 
several minutes.”

This is Mekhi’s 
second marriage. 
He was previously 
married to Malinda 
Williams from 1999 
- 2003. They have a 
son together.

Mekhi also has a 
son from a prior re-
lationship with Oni 
Souratha.

Jay-Z (Sean Carter) is not one to 
bite his tongue by any stretch of the 
imagination.

But hip-hop’s most celebrated 
lyricist apparently has a penchant 
for not returning phone calls.

Just ask legendary music maker 
Paul Anka, who has repeatedly 
reached out to Jay-z in hopes that 
he might contribute to his new al-
bum, “Duets.”

Anka’s new project will feature 
a number of well-known artists 
including Michael Jackson, whom 
Anka wished to pair with Jay-Z on 
one of his cuts.

“I called up Jay-
Z,” Anka told TMZ 
during an interview. 
“I wanted to put him 
in on a rap with Mi-
chael Jackson in the 
middle… But Jay-Z 
has totally blown me 
off. He won’t answer 
my calls. He’s inap-
propriate in his behavior. I love his 
wife. I think she’s great. But Jay-Z 
wouldn’t return the call.”

A collaboration between the two 
artists appears unlikely despite the 
fact that Anka’s tune “My Way” 
was once sampled for “I Did It My 

Way,” a track from Jay’s Blueprint 
2: The Gift and the Curse LP.

“He’s too busy with his cloth-
ing line,” a disappointed Anka half 
heartedly joked.

No, the problem is you’re not 
Justin Timberlake.

Elba and cast members

Kobe Bryant #24 of the Los Angeles Lakers

Jay-Z                                Anka

Mekhi and bride Reshelet

eurweb.com

eurweb.com eurweb.com

eurweb.com



Book Review:
“Living and dying 
in BRick city”
BySampSon daviS (with LiSa FRazieR page)  
  c.2013, SpiegeL & gRau  
   $25.00 / $29.95 canada  •  245 pageS

Throughout your life, 
you’ve dodged a lot of bul-
lets. By accident or design, 
you were in the wrong place 
at the wrong time but some-
how remained unscathed: the 
almost-hazard while driving, 
the near-miss at work, the 
moment you caught yourself 
‘just in time’ from falling. 

Things could’ve been 
worse - much worse - but 
you dodged a bullet. So did 
it make your 
heart pound, or 
did it change 
your life? For 
author Samp-
son Davis, it 
was the lat-
ter because, as 
you’ll see in 
his new mem-
oir “Living and 
Dying in Brick 
City” (with 
Lisa Frazier 
Page), the bul-
lets were some-
times real.

Sampson Da-
vis hid his in-
telligence from 
his friends. He 
was an A-stu-
dent and had, 
in fact, landed 
a college schol-
arship and was 

on his way to becoming a 
doctor. But since it wasn’t 
cool to be intelligent, he hid 
his smarts until he did some-
thing dumb: at age seventeen-
and-a-half, he gave in to the 
streets, participated in a rob-
bery and was caught.

Because he was a juve-
nile with no prior record, he 
got off easy with scholarship 
intact but it was a sobering 
wake-up call. Grateful for a 
second chance, Davis buck-

led down and went to med 
school.

When given the chance to 
intern in the emergency de-
partment at Newark’s Beth 
Israel Hospital, Davis seized 
it. He wanted to do some-
thing good for his community 
and working at the hospital 
where he drew his first breath 
seemed extraordinarily right. 

He felt that he could em-
pathize with the patients who 
were brought to “Beth,” and 

he was correct. Too correct, 
as it turns out.

Time and again, Davis dis-
covered to his dismay that 
he knew the people who lay 
on the tables in front of him; 
gunshot victims, domestic 
violence survivors, addicts, 
smokers, the sexually active 
and the mentally ill. 

He knew them - or he knew 
he might’ve been one of them, 
if not for a youthful near miss 
and a bullet dodged. 

No doubt about it, “Living 
and Dying in Brick City” is 
one of those books you want 
to read slowly, not because 

it’s difficult to understand but 
because it’s difficult to accept 
that it will end.

But long before that hap-
pens, readers are treated to 
a heart-racing memoir filled 
with guns, blood, violence, 
and life’s unfairness. 

Rising above all that, 
though, is author Sampson 
Davis’ amazingly powerful 
sense of gratitude: he fully re-
alized that he could very well 
have been a man on a gurney, 
rather than the man caring for 
the man on the gurney. 

But that’s not all. At the 
end of many chapters, Davis 

offers brief, helpful infor-
mation and stats on STDs, 
heart attacks, AIDS, domes-
tic violence and other issues 
of particular interest to Afri-
can Americans and inner-city 
residents. 

This information and the 
accompanying stories pretty 
much glued me to my chair. 
And as memoirs go, this one’s 
a stunner. If you’re a medical 
professional, fan of medi-
dramas, or if you just want a 
fast-paced book to read, don’t 
miss it. 

Grab “Living and Dying in 
Brick City”… and fire away.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
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THEME: FINISH THE LYRICS

ACROSS

1. Indian instrument in "Norwegian 
Wood"

6. Lab eggs

9. *"I want my baby ____"

13. *Mack the _____

14. Type of test for women

15. Bridal veil fabric

16. Of sour taste

17. Pitcher's stat

18. Bone-chilling

19. *"I'm the wonderer, yeah, the 
wonderer, I roam ______"

21. *"Lean on me... I'll help you  
_____ __"

23. Hit the slopes

24. *"I read the ____ today oh boy"

25. It makes a guitar louder

28. Small ornamental case

30. *"Hey, I just met you... but here's 
my ______"

35. Like beef with little fat

37. Aphrodite's son

39. Artillery burst

40. Doing nothing

41. Puzzle combining pictures and 
letters

43. Hula feast

44. Opinions from Barbara, Elisabeth 
and Joy

46. *"____ no mountain high enough"

47. Danson and Seth MacFarlane's 
stuffed animal

48. Like a smell or taste of soil

50. *Now you're just somebody that I 
____ to know"

52. *"I ___ the bad moon rising"

53. 500 sheets

55. Surfer's turf

57. *"Killing me softly with ___ 
____"

61. *"I'm puttin' on my ___ ___"

64. Bye to Edith Piaf

65. Frigid

67. Impulses

69. Rubber-____ boots

70. And not

71. High-pitched laugh sound

72. Walk, as through mud

73. ___ Goo Dolls

74. Brewer's staple

DOWN

1. Reggae precursor

2. Ancient Peruvian

3. Bleacher feature

4. Rounded hairdos

5. Chastise

6. Popular newspaper page

7. Variable, abbr.

8. Quickly or rapidly

9. Dutch settler in South Africa

10. Breezy

11. The Muse of history

12. Razor-sharp

15. Sometimes denoted as a "v"

20. Fertilizer ingredient

22. Barley bristle

24. Nb on Mendeleev's table

25. *"I will survive... I know I'll stay 
_____"

26. The press

27. A whiter shade of pale?

29. Carbamide

31. Scotch ingredient

32. *"Lady sings the _____"

33. Some do this with taxes

34. Awaken

36. Former Speaker of the House

38. Phoenix' team

42. Dictation taker

45. Corpse's garb

49. Asian capital

51. *"I didn't shoot no ______"

54. *"I'm sitting here, doing nothing 
but _____"

56. *"You and me and the devil 
makes _____"

57. Door fastener

58. "White Wedding" singer

59. Fodder holder

60. Start of something big?

61. Apprentice

62. Turkish honorific

63. Found in a caddie's pocket

66. Dove's sound

68. Part of tennis match
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Jackson Mayor Harvey Johnson’s Spring 
Resurfacing Project is now underway. As part 
of this year’s regular Residential Resurfacing 
Program, 28 streets will soon be repaved. The 
City Council voted to approve the Mayor’s plan 
to issue bonds to do no less than $1 million of 
work in each of the seven wards.

His plan will repave Mill Street, Jefferson 
Street, Mayes Street, Ellis Avenue, McDowell 
Road, McCluer Road, Capitol Street, Clinton 
Boulevard, Robinson Road, Lynch Street, 
Northside Drive, State Street, Watkins Drive, 
Flag Chapel Drive, Meadowbrook Road and 
Ridgewood Road.  
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APRIL 3 - 9, 2013

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

T-BONE
STEAK

PER  LB.

$699

SOLD  IN  10  LB.  BAG

FRESH  FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

PER  LB.

69¢

FRESH  FROZEN

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1299
FRESH  3  LBS.  OR  MORE

GROUND
BEEF

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH

CENTER  CUT
PORK  CHOPS

PER  LB.

$249

FRESH

PORK  
STEAKS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$169

TRAY  PACK

FRYER
DRUMMETTES

PER  LB.

$259

STACK  PACK  SLICED

WRIGHT'S
BACON

1.5  LB.  PKG.

$599

GWALTNEY  

HOT  DOGS
12  OZ.

$100
CAMPBELL'S

PORK  &  
BEANS

11  OZ.  CANS

4/$1

ALL  PRODUCTS  OF 

COCA  COLA
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$12
BETTER  VALU

LIQUID
BLEACH

GALLON  JUG

$100

COUNTRY  BRAND  MARGARINE

PATTIES
8  OZ. ........................................ 

3/$1
PIGGLY  WIGGLY  JUMBO

BISCUITS
5  CT. ......................................

 89¢

PIGGLY  WIGGLY  BAR

CHEESE
16  OZ. ...................................... 

$319

KRAFT  AMERICAN

SINGLES
12  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$5
BRIGHT  &  EARLY  SELECT  BREAKFAST

DRINK
59  OZ. ..................................... 

$100

SELECT  ALLEN  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
12 - 16  OZ. ................................ 

$129

ORE-IDA  FROZEN

POTATOES
4 - 5  LB. ....................................

$499

MRS.  SMITH'S  SELECT  FROZEN

COBBLERS
32  OZ. .....................................  

2/$5
MR.  P'S  ASSORTED

PIZZAS
5 - 6.5  OZ. .................................  

4/$3
ASSORTED  LEAN  CUISINE

ENTREES
6 - 12.75  OZ. ....................  

4/$10

piggly wiggly

WASHINGTON  GROWN

ANJOU
PEARS

PER  LB.

$100

FRESH  CUT

FRUIT  CUPS
PER  LB.

$299
ON  THE  VINE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

$179

CALIFORNIA  CRISP

LETTUCE
HEAD

$119

FRESH  TENDER

BROCCOLI
BUNCH

$149

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.


