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Obama: Too many
troubling police
interactions with blacks

By Nedra Pickler
Associated Press

WASHINGTON - As National Guard troops responded
to rioting in Baltimore, President Barack Obama said Tuesday there have been too many
troubling police interactions
with black citizens across
American in what he called
“a slow-rolling crisis.” But he
said there was no excuse for
rioters to engage in senseless
violence.
Obama said those in Baltimore who stole from businesses and burned buildings and
cars should be treated as criminals. “They aren’t protesting,
they aren’t making a statement,
they’re stealing,” Obama said.
The president at a White
House press conference with
the Japanese prime minister
the day after violence broke
out 40 miles north after the funeral for Freddie Gray, a black
man who died in Baltimore
police custody under mysterious circumstances. At least 15
police officers were hurt and
nearly 200 people arrested in
Monday’s disturbance.
“There’s no excuse for the
kind of violence that we saw
yesterday,” Obama said. “It
is counterproductive. When
individuals get crowbars and
start prying open doors to loot,
they’re not protesting, they’re
not making a statement, they’re
stealing.”
Obama said the case should
prompt some “soul searching”
in America about communities
where young men are more
likely to end up in jail or dead
than completing school. He
said solutions should involve
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Mississippi plagued by wanton suppliers
leaving a trail of deaths and overdoses
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

President Barack Obama speaks about recent unrest in Baltimore during a joint news conference with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
Tuesday, April 28, 2015, in the Rose Garden of the White House in
Washington. AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin
early education, criminal justice reform and job training.
Obama said officials should
not just pay attention to these
communities “when a CVS
burns” or when “a young
man gets shot or has his spine
snapped.”
At one point Obama apologized to Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe for taking
nearly 15 minutes of their
news conference to discuss it.
“I felt pretty strongly about it,”
he said.
Obama said rioters distracted
from days of peaceful protests
focused on legitimate concerns
“over the possibility that our
laws were not applied evenly
in the case of Mr. Gray and that
accountability needs to exist.”
“We have seen too many instances of what appears to be
police officers interacting with
individuals, primarily AfricanAmerican, often poor, in ways
that raise troubling questions.
It comes up, it seems like, once
a week now,” Obama said. He

said it’s not new, but there’s
new awareness as a result of
cameras and social media.
Obama said he can’t force
police departments across the
country to retrain their officers,
but he can work with them and
help pay for body cameras to
improve accountability.
“In those environments, if
we think that we’re just going to send the police to do
the dirty work of containing
the problems that arise there,
without as a nation and as a
society saying what can we
do to change those communities, to help lift up those communities and give those kids
opportunity, then we’re not
going to solve this problem,”
he said. “And we’ll go through
the same cycles of periodic
conflicts between the police
and communities and the occasional riots in the streets. And
everybody will feign concern
until it goes away and then
we go about our business as
usual.”
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The same night - Tuesday, April
28, 2015 - a town hall meeting
was being held in Madison, Miss.
at the Broadmoor Baptist Church
with a panelist of four professionals, Hinds County Sheriff Tyrone
Lewis was in the process of a bust
outside the downtown Jackson
jail where three suspects were apprehended.
What did the two occasions
have in common? The downtown
bust by the sheriff revealed an
attempt to smuggle contrabands
into the jail, including the unpredictable and sometimes lethal
synthetic drug known as SPICE.
In the town hall meeting in Madison, substance abuse professionals were raising the alarm about
the increase in suppliers, overdoses and deaths in Mississippi
this year because of SPICE.
This is not your kitchen variety of spice. This synthetic drug,
according to the professionals,
is mischaracterized as synthetic
marijuana. But the effects are
far from the marijuana family of
drugs.
This year alone there have been

11 deaths attributed
to the use of SPICE
and at least 600 emergency room visits because of its use.
According to Captain Jimmie Nichols
Jr., director of Training for the Mississippi
Bureau of Narcotics,
SPICE and Bath Salts
are the new assaults
on communities. He
said undercover operations have observed
in a given day up to
100 students go into a
known facility where
illegal drugs are sold.
Making it more
urgent, he said, is
that “anyone can pull
down
instructions
from the internet to SPICE packaging geared toward youth
make these drugs that
this was one of three hits that day
contain chemicals like
acetone which can be found in in the areas of Meridian, Jackson
paint thinner and nail polish re- and Gulfport, Miss.
Nichols warned that youth as
mover.”
Nichols related that the Missis- young as 13 (some cases young
sippi Bureau of Narcotics’ confisSpice
cation of SPICE in one bust had
Continued on page 3
a street value of $8 million. And

“Stilettos On The Pavement”
makes impact with business
and professional women

Annual Women’s Day Celebration at
Mount Helm Baptist Church features
‘Women of Faith Soaring for God”
By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor
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Rev. C. Edward Rhodes, pastor
at Mount Helm Baptist Church,
300 E. Church St., in Jackson,
gave the lead to the women of the
church on Sunday, April 26, 2015
for its Annual Women’s Day Celebration.
On the program, the pastor
gave the invitation to discipleship
in the name of “We Offer Christ
to You” and then the benediction.
From the beginning to that ending by Rhodes, the day’s fellowship was led by women, with Cybrathia Hubbard presiding. The
call to worship was given by Alvanette Buchanan and the prayer
led by Ebony Thomas. The occasion was presented by Allison
Rhodes.
Barnessa Cook introduced the
Women’s Day speaker, Jacquelyn Hayes Hampton, a member
of College Hill Baptist Church.
Hampton is also publisher of The
Mississippi Link newspaper.
Hampton’s address was titled
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Barnessa Cook, Jackie Hampton, Rev. C.E. Rhodes Photos by Willie D. Belt
“Wait on the Lord for the Renewal of Strength.” She started her
presentation focusing on the word
“wait” quoting The King James
dictionary meaning as “stay or
rest in expectation, to stop or remain stationary until the arrival of
some person or event.”
Hampton explained how “waiting” can be very hard because we
live in a world in which we want it
and we want it now….” She said
when one does not want to wait,

“first we fret, we moan and groan
and then … become anxious and
irritated.”
She concluded her message,
saying, “When weary, God wants
us to take time to wait on Him and
allow Him to renew our strength,
so we can soar … like the eagle.”
Church member Willie D. Belt

Mount Helm

Continued on page 3

Murrah journalism
students earn top awards
at Mississippi Scholastic
Press Association
Competition
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Put your stilettos on and get
to stepping toward your goals;
there is a network of women
supporting women just waiting
for you.
That’s the message Tameka
Garrett hopes to send to women with her “Stilettos On The
Pavement (SOTP) experiences,” the most recent held Friday,
April 17, 2015 at The Mississippi Museum of Arts.
The mission, said Garrett,
“is to provide a comfortable,
safe place for women to expand

IN MEMORIAM: Refuge
Temple Church and
state of Mississippi
remember Chief Apostle
William Lee Bonner
Page 3

networks, explore partnerships
and engage with other business
women.”
About 50 women came to
the recent network where they
talked about ways to grow their
careers and businesses.
Garrett started SOTP in October 2014, with an event attended by about 20 women. Her
last Stilettos On The Pavement
accommodated 50 women and
more on a “wish list.”
At these events, women have
heard from speakers who have
been successful in various business and professional arenas in

the Metro Jackson area.
At the latest, the women
heard from Kathy Times of Yellow Brick Productions on the
topic of “elevator pitch.” This
was geared toward selling yourself and your business, product
or service in as little time as
you’d have in an elevator - 30
seconds.
There is always a bit of fun
included, such as Friday’s salsa
dancing lessons led by Jessica
Gordon.

Stilettos

Continued on page 5
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Refuge Temple Church and state of Mississippi
remember Chief Apostle William Lee Bonner
By Maxine M. Spurkock
Special to The Mississippi Link

Mt. Helm women at their Annal Women’s Day celebration - “Women of Faith Soaring for God”
was so moved by Hampton’s presentation that he penned a poem in
her honor, in part addressing her
“journey through life” explained
in her profile and “that high pro-

file message she delivered.
For HAMPTON, Belt wrote:
H is for “Healing”
A is for offering us “Advice”
M is for “Motivational”

P is for “Positive”
T is for “Total Commitment”
O is for Obstacles to overcome
N is for “Now…be faithful and
do His Will.”

erally bit off the face of a homeless
man.
Joining Nichols at the panel
discussion phase of the town hall
meeting was Lisa Michie Salter,
LCSW, LCDC, CEAP, and executive director of COPAC. For over
35 years, nationally recognized
COPAC has helped adults and
their families overcome the lifecrippling effects of alcoholism and
drug addiction by providing a multidisciplinary, medically guided
approach that heals the person, not
just the problem.
Panelist Juan Cloy is currently
owner and operator of POLICE
PRO. He is the former assistant
chief of police of Canton. POLICE
PRO provides certified training for
law enforcement and civilians.
Cloy’s services offer state approved law enforcement continu-

ing education credits in Narcotics, Human Diversity and Police
Relations, Basic and Advanced
Law Enforcement and Enhanced
Concealed Carry firearms certifications training for civilians.
Also joining the panelists was
Dr. Damien Thomas of Resilience
Counseling and Recovery Center,
LLC in Jackson. The moderator
was Jenny Crutchfield, executive
director of the National Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence
of Central Mississippi.
The panelists labored over the
fact that SPICE is referred to as
“an herbal mixture” and therefore in many cases escapes legal
prosecution. It also carries “false
advertisement, labeled as natural
psycho-active material taken from
a variety of plants. Spice products
do contain dried plant material but

SPICE
Continued from page 1

as 8) are affected. He also warned
that using SPICE does not exonerate using marijuana.
“Marijuana is often the gateway
drug that gets young people started
on the path of drug abuse. Young
people using marijuana six months
later will be doing methamphetamines.”
However, he emphasized that
SPICE has “nothing to do with
marijuana.” Examining the packaging of SPICE, he noted that it
is “marketed” to attract kids with
four-color action hero figures on
the labels.
Nichols closed his segment with
a video showing the powerful and
gruesome efforts of someone using Bath Salts, which is made
similarly to SPICE. He showed the
episode of the Florida man under
the influence of Bath Salts who lit-

M E M O R I A M

Bishop William Lee Bonner,
pastor of Refuge Temple Church
in Jackson, for 28 years and Chief
Apostle of the Church of Our
Lord Jesus Christ Organization,
Inc., headquartered in New York,
New York, made his transition
from labor to reward, April 3,
2015 in Detroit, Mich.
He was 93. Refuge Temple
church members and the state of
Mississippi have lost a chief, pastor, builder, visionary, a prayer
warrior and a man that loved God
and His people.
Bishop Bonner came to the
Jackson area in 1986 along with
the Church of Our Lord Jesus
Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc.
organization (International Convocation) which he led for over
50 years.
As Pastor Bonner revealed that
God had told him that he would
do a “quick” work here in Jackson; God fulfilled His word, and
the formation of Refuge Temple
happened within 18 months, with
an edifice that holds approximately 1,000 people, located on Medchemical analyses show that their
active ingredients are synthetic (or
designer drugs).”
Some SPICE products are sold
as incense or potpourri. However
the effect on the brain includes violent behavior, hallucinations, delusions, suicidal thoughts, potential
heart attacks and other physical
emergencies.
According to the information
provided at the town hall meeting,
dealers of SPICE are commonly

gar Evers Boulevard and designed
by Pastor Bonner.
Through his “Hour of Truth”
television and radio ministry,
many souls were spiritually fed
and many were saved. He was
noted for his famous words at the
end of each program, “Shalom,
Shalom” - meaning ‘peace.’
His love for souls, and especially the youth, inspired him to build
an equipped family life center that
gives outlet to the church youth as
well as the youth in the community. And also the exquisite Royal
Palace Mall that provides income
for the church and creates opportunities for entrepreneurs within
the church and surrounding areas.
Many city and state officials
have expressed their gratitude and
well wishes as he and the Refuge
Temple Church members labored
to create a complex to meet the
needs of many in the Jackson area.
In addition to his accomplishments in the Jackson area, he will
be remembered for his extraordinary building skills. He designed
and built several churches within
the United States and abroad.
He built three schools in Africa:
known to tell their young buyers,
“Trust me. Would I give you anything that would harm you?”
Cloy said, “So know your children’s friends. Don’t let them
come by and blow the horn and
your child run out. Have them to
come in the house and you meet
them. Listen to what your kids listen to; it’s in the music.”
Nichols closed, stating that
young people need to also know
the legal consequences of using

two
high
schools and
an elementary school
named in
honored
of his late
wife, Mother
Ethel
Bonner
Bonner. He
was also inspired to build a retirement center and the accredited William L.
Bonner Theology School, both
located in Columbia, S.C., and
much more.
Pastor Bonner stated years ago,
“I have a very complicated life
and it belongs to everyone else
but me.” He left an indelible mark
on this city; one that supersedes
the norm.
He is survived by a son, William Lee Bonner Jr., and several grandchildren and other
offsprings. His homegoing celebrations was held in Detroit and
in New York City, respectively.
A memorial in his honor will be
held at Refuge Temple Church,
4456 Medgar Evers Blvd., in the
near future.

drugs. “To pass a marijuana joint
on to someone is transference of an
illegal substance,” he said.
If you need his help or advice,
contact him at jnichols@mbn.
ms.gov or call 601-371-3600. For
someone seeking recovery, go to
www.resiliencecrc.com.
Other
such town hall meetings are being
planned.
For more information, email
jenny@ncaddms.org and visit the
website www.ncaddms.org
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Gov. Bryant signs
The Caregiver Act

New law helps 800,000 Mississippi
family caregivers and their loved ones
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Nissan donates $500,000
to Two Mississippi
Museums Project

The Nissan Gospel Choir

AARP Mississippi and community partners at the ceremonial signing of The Caregiver Act with Gov. Phil Bryant
at the State Capitol. Pictured are: Gov. Bryant (seated); Bruce W. Brice, Sr., (2nd from left); Sherri Davis-Garner,
former AARP Mississippi State Director; Sen. Terry C. Burton, The Caregiver Act sponsor; Spencer Blalock, The
Caregivers Task Force Chair; Kelly Cress, Interim AARP Mississippi State director; Mary Werner; Kimberly Hughes,
American Cancer Society; Dr. Laura Pannell, AARP Mississippi Executive Council member.
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Governor Phil Bryant signed
The Caregiver Act (SB 2108)
recently helping Mississippi’s
800,000 family caregivers and
their loved ones. The Caregiver
Act is a commonsense solution
that has three important provisions to make an incredible difference for Mississippi’s family
caregivers as they take care of
their loved ones:
•A hospital patient or patient’s
legal guardian has an opportunity to designate a lay caregiver.
•If the hospital patient or patient’s guardian has designated
a lay caregiver, the hospital will
notify the lay caregiver of the
patient’s discharge to home or
transfer to another licensed facility.
•The hospital should attempt
to consult with the designated
lay caregiver to prepare her or
him for aftercare and issue a
discharge plan describing the
patient’s aftercare needs.
AARP Mississippi works to
support family caregivers who
help make it possible for older
Americans and other loved ones
to live independently at home where they want to be.
Thousands of Mississippians

help their loved ones live independently at home - keeping
them out of costly institutions,
such as nursing homes. These
family caregivers have big responsibilities that get even more
difficult when their loved ones
go into the hospital.
The Caregiver Act was one
of the recommendations from
the Caregivers Task Force. This
task force was formed as a result
of the 2014 Caregiving Resolution, which was supported by
AARP Mississippi. The Caregiving Task Force included Sen.
Terry Burton, AARP Mississippi, and nine other governmental
and non-profit organizations.
“The Caregiver Act will help
thousands of Mississippi caregivers as they support their
loved ones in the hospital and
after they leave the hospital,”
said AARP Mississippi Interim
State Director Kelly Cress.
“This measure also will help
reduce hospital re-admissions.
AARP thanks Sen. Terry Burton and Sen. Toby Barker who
introduced The Caregiver Act in
the Senate and House, respectively.”
The Caregiver Act is another
step in AARP Mississippi’s

commitment to family caregivers. In 2014, AARP Mississippi
successfully fought for passage
of the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act making it
easier for caregivers to assist
loved ones across state lines.
AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a
membership of nearly 38 million, that helps people turn their
goals and dreams into real possibilities, strengthens communities and fights for the issues
that matter most to families
such as healthcare, employment
and income security, retirement
planning, affordable utilities
and protection from financial
abuse.
The AARP Foundation is an
affiliated charity that provides
security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in
need with support from thousands of volunteers, donors,
and sponsors.
AARP has staffed offices
in all 50 states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the
U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn more
at www.aarp.org.
For more information, visit
www.aarp.org/ms.

Mississippians prepare:
will your home withstand
storm season?
StatePoint Media
Year after year, Americans
from Tornado Alley to the
Gulf Coast to the metropolises of the Eastern Seaboard
witness storms that cause
millions in damage and loss
of life.
However, no matter where
you live, or what type of extreme weather you may face,
there are things you can do to
protect your home and family
from the worst.
“When it comes to resilient
design planning, the most important thing to remember is
that it doesn’t have to break
the bank. A few quick and
easy adjustments can keep
you safe,” says Greg Beste,
member of the American Institute of Architects Disaster
Assistance Committee and
Project Management director,
IVI Assessment Services, a
CBRE Company.
Beste offers some storm
season advice:
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• Document your home before disaster strikes. Grab
your smartphone and take
photos of your home now,
inside and out, covering the
foundation and all interior
and exterior spaces.
At best, you’ll have a nice
keepsake; at worst, a visual

documentation that can be
used for an insurance claim
in case of disaster. You can
also share the images with
your insurance company right
away, to add to their files for
future reference.
• Be an expert on your
house. How old is your

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Department of Archives and History
received a $500,000 donation
from Nissan for the Two Mississippi Museums Project.
The announcement was
made April 27, 2015 from
the Nissan Vehicle Assembly
Plant in Canton where the
Nissan Canton Gospel Choir
opened the event and set the
tone for unity and strength.
The gift will sponsor the “I
Question America” gallery in
the Mississippi Civil Rights
Museum and the dining room
shared by the Museum of Mississippi History and the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum.
“This project seeks to tell
the full story of Mississippi’s
past while also magnifying
hopes for the future,” said
Jeffrey Webster, director of
Diversity and Inclusion for
Nissan North America. “This
contribution continues Nissan’s commitment to diversity,
education and service in our
community.”
Together with its more than
6,000 employees, Nissan has
provided more than $11 million in charitable donations
since it began operations in
Mississippi in 2003.
As an economic and civic
leader in Mississippi, Nissan
has supported organizations
that help serve local communities, including Habitat for
Humanity, Mississippi Food
Network, Community Stewpot, Our Daily Bread, United
Way, area school districts
and colleges, Boys and Girls
Clubs, 100 Black Men, Mississippi Children’s Museum,
Mission Mississippi, the Natural Science Museum, and the
Nature Conservancy.
“This gift is an investment
in the future of Mississippi
that symbolizes the unity that
these two museums are going
to promote,” said William F.
Winter, governor of Mississippi 1980-84 and member of the
board of directors of the Foundation for Mississippi History.
“Think about these buildings as two world-class
schoolhouses where we are
going to have the opportunity to teach succeeding genhome? What type of framing
does it have? When was the
roof last repaired or replaced?
These are questions you
should know the answers to,
as they will dictate what design changes should be made.
• Make fixes easy, inexpensive and relevant. For example, are high winds a major
worry where you live? Add
an extra layer of protection by
swapping out the shingles on
your roof for a heavier material, or secure the roof sheathing with a more wind-resistant nailing pattern, using an
extra box or two of nails.
Know where your home is
weakest; those spots are the
first places to shore up in de-

John Horhn, Foundation for Mississippi History; former governor William F. Winter; Jeffrey Webster, director of Diversity and Inclusion for Nissan North America; and former governor Ronnie Musgrove
erations of people, not just
in Mississippi but across the
country and around the world,
what has gone before to establish the kind of society that we
have today.”
“The Two Mississippi Museum Project is a world-class
project, and Nissan is a worldclass manufacturer,” said state
senator John Horhn. “We welcome Nissan as our partner
in telling this important story
- and telling it honestly and
forthrightly.”
“We’re proud of Nissan’s
commitment to our history
and our culture,” said Ronnie
Musgrove, governor of Mississippi 2000-04. “Our state
is a better state thanks to Nissan’s coming to Mississippi.”
The “I Question America”
space will focus on the pivotal
years of 1963 and 1964 when
Mississippi witnessed widespread voter registration campaigns and direct actions in
communities across the state.
The gallery’s name is taken
from Fannie Lou Hamer’s famous statement at the Democratic National Party convention in Atlantic City, “If the
Freedom Democratic Party
is not seated now I question
America. Is this America, the
land of the free and the home
of the brave, where we have to
sleep with our telephones off
the hook because our lives be
threatened daily, because we
want to live as decent human
beings in America?”
The public dining area will
be developed for use by the
daily visitors to the museums
fense.
• Communicate your building goals. If you’re working
with an architect to build or
retrofit your home, make sure
that he or she understands the
importance of resiliency.
Even more importantly,
your contractor should feel
comfortable executing these
goals. Communication at every step is the key.
• Safe rooms are not a cause
for panic. A safe room doesn’t
have to be high-tech. With the
right design and construction,
your mud room, laundry area
or even a powder room can be
a safe haven in case of disaster.
• Design beyond code.

and include a catering kitchen
equipped for special events in
the complex.
In 2011, then Governor
Haley Barbour worked with
the Mississippi Legislature to
begin funding the Museum of
Mississippi History and Mississippi Civil Rights Museum.
The Legislature has committed $74 million in bond funds
for construction and exhibits
for the Two Mississippi Museum Project.
The Legislature required
a dollar-for-dollar match for
the exhibits. The Foundation
for Mississippi History and
the Foundation for the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
committed to raising $16 million - $12 million for exhibits
and $4 million for endowments for the museums.
The Foundations are on
track to meet that goal.
MDAH will seek additional
public funds in 2016 to complete the exhibits and furnish
the building.
Since construction began in
December 2013, all interior
floors have been completed,
work on the roof is nearly finished, and installation of the
limestone façade has begun.
Phase one includes the construction of a public parking
garage and is expected to be
completed in summer 2015.
Phase two, interior construction, will last 18 months.
The museums are scheduled to open in December
2017 as the centerpiece of the
state’s bicentennial celebration.
Building codes are the minimum standard and in many
cases, have not been updated
to reflect the current reality.
If you live in a particularly
vulnerable area, an architect
can advise on additional measures to take - for instance, in
coastal areas, building a foot
higher than the minimum
flood zone would indicate
is recommended. Resources
like www.architectfinder.aia.
org can help you connect
with the information and individuals you need.
Don’t just wonder if you’ve
done enough to prepare for
storm season. Take action to
keep your home and family
safe.
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Stilettos
Continued from page 1

Despite progresses in society,
Garrett said, “Women still face
tremendous barriers as they seek
jobs that have been predominately performed my men.”
“I think it’s important for
women to feel comfortable, be
visible and heard. We need to
provide avenues for women to
be able to do that,” Garrett said.
She added that women oftentimes take care of everyone else
with little regard to themselves.
With a background in human
resources and operations management, Garrett is also part
owner, with her three siblings,
of Garrett ECI.IV, a venture that
provides construction and program management services.
She helped conceptualize
and coordinate a recent series
of speaking events under the
title of “All-Star Entrepreneurs”
presented by WhereToGo411.
com, bringing to the city leaders
in business and speakers from
around the country to discuss
their chosen paths to success.
“We have many talented
women in the Jackson metro
area. You’re guaranteed to meet
them at Stilettos on the Pavement. I enjoy networking and
relaxing and having fun in its
positive environment,” said
Kathy Y. Times, vice president
and COO of WhereToGo411.
com and president of Yellow
Brick Media Concepts.

“I’m excited about Tameka’s
passion, professionalism, and
love for the city of Jackson and
its business community,” Times
said.
Garrett is planning a “What
IF” Women’s Empowerment
Conference slated for August 1,
2015 to further the mission of
Stilettoes’ quarterly “experiences” - as she terms them. She’s
launching this under the auspices of her company, Another
Family Gathering LLC.
Tentative speakers for the
Aug 1 event include keynoter
Oleta Garret Fitzgerald, director, Southern Regional Children’s Defense Fund; First Lady
of Jackson Rosalind Yarber; Pamela Confer, founder of Speak
Big!; along with Dr. Cindy Ayers, CEO and founder of Foot
Print Farms; Dr. Sharon Slater,
executive VP of Research and
Development Educational Services for HOPE; and State Rep.
Kimberly L. Campbell, Dist. 72.
The award recepient will be L.
Sherie Dean, CEO and founder
of The LSherie Alert.
The conference will be a day
of conversation, strategic panel
discussions and power networking opportunities.
“More than just listening to
speakers, there will be interaction activities,” where participants can talk with other business owners and gain ideas,

Garrett said.
“What l am hoping people
will gain from these experiences
is a developed platform to celebrate women and support each
other - for real,” she said
“We are about building a
strong network of women to
create experiences for women to
grow and develop professionally, personally, and in all aspects
of life.”
Helping organize the upcoming event are Dr. Edelia
Carthan, Thomas Roots, Maya
Avery-Jenkins, Kimberly Robinson, Genetra Robinson, Sean
Lenard and Geilia Taylor.
A “Stilettos Experience” is
also scheduled for Atlanta on
May 23 and another in Vicksburg in July of this year.
Roslyn Harris, who works as
an interior designer and previously as a jewelry designer, attended Friday’s Stilettos.
She said, “Stilettos on the
Pavement found me when I was
broken and didn’t know which
way to turn.
“Tameka has shown me it
is OK to have broken pieces
as you have faith, do the work
and use those same pieces to
build when constructing a new
you,” said Harris, who works in
Ridgeland.
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 454-0372.

In partnership with
Mississippi Roadmap to Health Equity, Inc.
For questions please call Beneta Burt:
601-951-9273
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U.S. lowers fluoride in water; too Genetic testing moves into
much causing splotchy teeth
world of employee health
By Mike Stobbe
AP Medical Writer

By Tom Murphy
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK - The government is lowering the recommended
amount of fluoride in drinking water because some kids are getting
too much, causing white splotches
on their teeth.
It’s the first change since the government urged cities to add fluoride
to water supplies to prevent tooth
decay more than 50 years ago. Now,
fluoride is put in toothpaste, mouthwash and other products as well.
One study found about two out
of five adolescents had tooth streaking or spottiness. It’s primarily a
cosmetic issue, said Deputy Surgeon General Boris Lushniak, in
announcing the new standard April
27, 2015.
The mineral fluoride is in water
and soil. About 70 years ago, scientists discovered that people whose
drinking water naturally had more
fluoride also had fewer cavities.
Grand Rapids, Michigan, became
the world’s first city to add fluoride
to its drinking water in 1945. Six
years later, a study found a dramatic
decline in tooth decay among children there, and the U.S. surgeon
general endorsed water fluoridation.
Today, about 75 percent of Americans get fluoridated water.
But adding fluoride was - and
has remained - controversial. Opponents argue its health effects aren’t
completely understood and that
adding it amounts to an unwanted
medication.
Among the more recent dust-ups:

Your employer may one
day help determine if your
genes are why your jeans
have become too snug.
Big companies are considering blending genetic
testing with coaching on
nutrition and exercise to
help workers lose weight
and improve their health before serious conditions like
diabetes or heart disease develop. It’s a step beyond the
typical corporate wellness
programs that many companies are using to make workers more aware of their risk
factors and improve their
health.
Genetic testing in corporate wellness programs also
is relatively uncharted territory. Many employers and
insurers cover these tests
and counseling for medical
reasons, like helping people
determine if they are more
prone to certain cancers.
And earlier this year, President Obama asked Congress
to approve spending on
medical research into using
a patient’s genes to tailor
care.
Mixing generic testing
into a wellness program
may create a tool attractive
to employers desperate to
cut health care costs, one
of the biggest expenses in a
company’s budget. But employee benefits experts have
doubts that such a novel
approach will gain momentum. It first has to conquer
steep challenges like employee worry about sharing
such sensitive information
and employer skepticism
about its effectiveness.
“They are waiting for evidence that this genetic testing will change risks,” said
Dr. Jeff Levin-Scherz, a senior consultant with the benefits consulting firm Towers
Watson.
Sparking the push to add
genetic testing into corporate wellness offerings
is a new program from the
health insurer Aetna and
Newtopia, a small Canadian
company that creates personalized health-improvement programs. Their offering uses data from initial
wellness program steps like
physicals or blood tests to
figure out which employees
are vulnerable to metabolic
syndrome.
That’s a group of conditions like high blood sugar,
poor cholesterol or a big

FILE - In this June 3, 2008 file photo, Tianna Swisher, a student at Liberty
Valley Elementary School in Danville, Pa., attempts to drink from the water
fountain at Montour Preserve near Washingtonville, Pa., during an outdoor
field trip. Fluoride in drinking water, credited with dramatically cutting cavities and tooth decay, may now be too much of a good thing. Bill Hughes/
Press-Enterprise via AP, File

Portland, Oregon, voters rejected a
proposal to add fluoride two years
ago. Sheridan, Wyoming, this year
resumed adding fluoride; the city
stopped in 1953 after a referendum.
Water fluoridation has been a
public health success, and communities should keep adding fluoride, said Kathleen O’Loughlin,
the American Dental Association’s executive director.
Lushniak added: “It is the best
method for delivering fluoride to
all members of the community.”
Since 1962, the government
has recommended a range of 0.7
milligrams per liter for warmer
climates where people drink more

water to 1.2 milligrams in cooler
areas. The new standard is 0.7 everywhere.
Recent unpublished federal research found there’s no regional
differences in the amount of water
kids drink. So it makes sense for
the same levels to be used everywhere, health officials said.
To limit fluoride for young
children, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention offers this
advice: Don’t use fluoride toothpaste for children under two unless recommended by a dentist;
use only a pea-sized amount of
toothpaste for children 2 through
6, and avoid fluoride mouthwash.

Health officials say ice cream
is safe despite some recalls
By Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press
WASHINGTON - Federal
health officials say ice cream is
still safe to eat - even amid recalls
by two ice cream companies after
the discovery of listeria bacteria
in their frozen confections.
The Food and Drug Administration and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention say
there’s no reason to think that
listeria illnesses and deaths linked
to Texas-based Blue Bell Creameries and the discovery of listeria
in Ohio-based Jeni’s Splendid Ice
Creams are related.
“Based upon what we know
now, there is no connection between these two ice cream companies nor any reason to suspect
that ice cream as a whole poses
any special foodborne disease
risk,” said CDC’s Dr. Robert
Tauxe.
Blue Bell, which recalled all
of its products Monday, is linked
to 10 illnesses, including three
deaths, in four states. Jeni’s ice
cream hasn’t been linked to any
illnesses, but the company re-

called its products Thursday after
Nebraska health officials found
listeria in a sample of ice cream.
On Friday, Jeni’s said early
testing suggested that listeria was
present in other pints from the
same batch the Nebraska officials
tested, and possibly another batch
as well. The company said additional testing appeared to show
that listeria was present in Jeni’s
manufacturing plant in Columbus.
“We are encouraged that the
early indications suggest we have
found it and can focus on eradicating it,” said John Lowe, Jeni’s
CEO, in a statement on the company’s website.
Tauxe said the discovery of listeria is a “wake-up call” for the
industry, since the bacteria isn’t
very common in ice cream. While
the hardy bacteria thrive in cooler
environments, they can’t grow at
freezing temperatures.
At least one other major ice
cream manufacturer, Unilever,
appeared confident, saying in a
statement that the company has
“robust quality and safety proto-
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cols across our ice cream network
designed to prevent listeria contamination.” Unilever owns Ben
& Jerry’s, Breyer’s and other ice
cream brands.
In a statement, the International
Dairy Foods Association said the
dairy industry is “seeking to understand how and why” listeria
ended up in the products.
“Ice cream makers are double
and triple checking safety protocols to make sure you can shop
with confidence when buying ice
cream,” the industry group said.
The FDA agreed consumers
should feel safe eating anything
that hasn’t been recalled.
Sandra Eskin, director of food
safety for the Pew Charitable
Trusts, said she believes the U.S.
ice cream supply is safe but that
the outbreak linked to Blue Bell
shows the need for more testing
for foodborne bacteria in manufacturing facilities. President
Barack Obama signed a sweeping
new food safety law in 2011 that
would boost some of that testing,
but the FDA hasn’t yet put all of
the rules in place.
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FILE - In this June 26, 2012 file photo, two women speak to each other in
New York. Big companies are considering blending genetic testing with
coaching on nutrition and exercise to help workers lose weight and improve their health before serious conditions like diabetes or heart disease
develope. AP PHOTO/MARK LENNIHAN, FILE
waistline that, when they
occur together, increase a
patient’s risk for heart disease, stroke and diabetes.
Those people are invited
to get testing that analyzes
a narrow band of genes that
can tell patients things like
how their body processes
carbohydrates or fats, or if
they have a genetic marker
tied to compulsive eating.
Patients then work with a
coach to combine that information with a plan to improve their health.
Aetna and Newtopia are
selling their program to the
insurer’s biggest employer
customers, and they are
seeking to sign up to six
companies this year. Spokeswoman Michelle Grant said
the cost for companies will
be on par with other disease
prevention programs that attempt to improve a person’s
health using live, individual
coaching and apps. She did
not provide specifics.
Aetna appears to have this
niche to itself for now. None
of the other major health insurers in the United States
offer genetic testing as part
of a wellness program.
The new program was
tested on employees at Aetna and The Jackson Laboratory, a Bar Harbor, Maine,
company. Scott Craig, a
maintenance worker at the
laboratory, decided to give
the test a shot last year because his weight had soared
to 335 pounds and his blood
pressure and blood sugar
levels were up.
The 53-year-old mailed a
saliva sample in for analysis. The result? He has no
genetic traits that help explain his weight gain.
“In other words, I got
nothing to blame,” he said.
“Finding that out, oddly
enough, seemed to motivate

Subscribe TODAY

me.”
Craig connected with the
program’s health coach,
who helped him figure out
how to squeeze in exercise
three times a week and improve his diet. Newtopia
also started sending personalized vitamin supplements
and offering online contests
that taught Craig how to
track his daily activities and
think of everything he did as
a way to burn calories.
Craig was one of 130 laboratory employees invited
to try the program. A total
of 28 started. More than a
year later, only 19 still participate. Most have lost 7
percent of their body weight
or more, said Wayne Gregersen, who works in the
company’s
compensation
and benefits department.
Gregersen, who estimates
that the program costs $400
to $600 more per person
than a similar, high-end
health coaching option,
liked the results. But he said
the company must learn why
participation was so low, especially since the laboratory
focuses on genetic research.
Many employees just
don’t like sharing personal
information. In some cases,
they worry that the boss will
learn that they are developing an expensive medical condition, even though
these programs are run by
outside vendors that don’t
share personal details with
employers. A federal law
also protects against genetic
discrimination.
Still,
genetic
testing
could motivate some to improve their health, even if
it sheds little light on their
condition. Craig, the Jackson Laboratory worker, has
dropped 50 pounds since
he started working with his
health coach.
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Trade deal poses dilemma for Supreme court hears historic
Clinton in Democratic primary same-sex marriage arguments
By Ken Thomas and
Lisa Lerer

By Mark Sherman
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) - On a trip
to Australia in 2012, Hillary Rodham Clinton lavished praise on the
proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership,
calling it the “gold standard” in efforts to create open and fair trade.
Now, early in her Democratic
presidential campaign, she’s striking
a different tone - determinedly noncommittal, with a hint of skepticism
about the sweeping trade agreement
she promoted as President Barack
Obama’s secretary of state. “Any
trade deal has to produce jobs and
raise wages and increase prosperity
and protect our security,” Clinton
said at a New Hampshire community college last week.
The 12-nation Trans-Pacific Partnership under negotiation by Obama
has divided the Democratic Party,
leaving Clinton caught between angry liberal activists and the president
she once served. It’s a fight Clinton
has seen before.
She went from backing the North
American Free Trade Agreement in
the 1990s to renouncing it during
her first presidential bid in the 2008
campaign - her positions on trade
shifting several times over her decades in politics.
Now, Republicans are pressing
for a closer look at what she’s said
and done on trade, with the Republican National Committee filing a
request under the public-records law
for her State Department correspondence with the U.S. trade representative.
At the same time, key Democratic
constituencies are pressing Clinton
to take a firmer stance against the
emerging deal, which would eliminate tariffs and many other trade
barriers for the U.S., Canada and
Asian countries in their commerce
with each other.
“The labor movement opposes
Fast Track,” AFL-CIO President
Richard Trumka said April 28, referencing congressional legislation that
would speed passage of the pact.
“We expect those who seek to lead
our nation forward to oppose Fast
Track. There is no middle ground.”
Potential Democratic rivals are
using Clinton’s history to question
her commitment to protecting U.S.
workers.
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders,
an independent who may seek the
Democratic nomination, sought to
delay consideration of the pact, calling it a “job-killing” deal “negotiated in secret.” He has long opposed
trade liberalization.

WASHINGTON - Pivotal Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy did not tip his hand Tuesday
as the high court heard historic arguments over the right of gay and
lesbian couples to marry.
Kennedy, whose vote could decide the issue, offered reasons for
hope and worry to both sides in the
rapt courtroom. Same-sex couples
now can marry in 36 states and the
District of Columbia, and the court
is weighing whether gay and lesbian unions should be allowed in
all 50 states.
Kennedy seemed to share the
concern of the court’s conservative
justices when he said marriage has
been understood as one man and
one woman for “millennia-plus
time.” Same-sex marriage has been
around in the United States for just
over 10 years, and he wondered
aloud whether scholars and the
public need more time.
“It’s very difficult for the court
to say ‘We know better,’” Kennedy
told Mary Bonauto, a lawyer representing same-sex couples.
Yet Kennedy also pressed attorney John Bursch, representing
the states that ban same-sex marriage, to explain how granting gay
couples a right to marry would
harm traditional marriages. Bursch
argued that removing child-rearing
as the central rationale for marriage
would weaken parents’ commitment to staying married for their
children’s sake if their own ties
were frayed.
Kennedy seemed concerned
about adopted children in samesex households in which only one
partner is considered a parent by
Michigan. “Under your view, it
would be very difficult for samesex couples to adopt those children,” Kennedy said.
Chief Justice John Roberts also
directed questions to both sides
that made it hard to predict where
he will come down.
Roberts said gay couples seeking to marry are not seeking to join
the institution of marriage. “You’re
seeking to change what the institution is,” he said to Bonauto.
Yet Roberts also questioned the
states’ argument. “If Sue loves Joe
and Tom loves Joe, Sue can marry
him and Tom can’t. Why isn’t that
a case of sexual discrimination?”
he asked.
The arguments offered the first
public indication of where the
justices stand in the dispute over
whether states can continue defining marriage as the union of a
man and a woman, or whether the
Constitution gives gay and lesbian
couples the right to marry.
In general, the conservative justices indicated their support for the
states, while the court’s liberals signaled they would find that samesex couples should be allowed to
marry in all 50 states.
Justice Samuel Alito suggested
that basing marriage on lasting
bonds and emotional commitment - instead of providing stable
homes for children - might open
the right to marry to siblings who
live together, close friends who
are not romantically or sexually
involved and groups of more than

Clinton
Former Maryland Gov. Martin O’Malley, who is expected to
launch a Democratic campaign this
spring, is also against so-called fasttrack legislation, which lets the administration negotiate an agreement
that Congress can only vote for or
against, not amend.
In a fundraising email entitled
“Hard Choice?” - a likely reference
to Clinton’s memoirs, “Hard Choices” - O’Malley said a fast track on
the Pacific deal would produce an
agreement that “could depress wages and cost us jobs. That’s the last
thing we need right now.”
Clinton’s support for trade deals
has fluctuated with the political calendar.
As first lady, she trumpeted the
North American deal brokered
by her husband, telling unionized
garment workers in 1996 that the
agreement was “proving its worth.”
In her 2003 memoir, she noted that
the deal was “unpopular with labor
unions” but “an important administration goal.”
Her support for trade pacts began
softening during her time as a New
York senator, when she voted for
trade agreements with Chile, Singapore, Oman, and Morocco but
opposed the Central American Free
Trade Agreement.
In a November 2007 presidential
debate, Clinton described the North
American agreement, with Canada
and Mexico, as “a mistake” and
called for a “trade timeout.”
In that vein, she said she opposed
then-pending trade agreements with
Korea, Columbia, and Panama. But
fast-forward to July 2011 when, as
secretary of state, she described
those three deals as “critical to our
economic recovery.”

Trade is polarizing, she said then,
but “done right, it creates jobs.”
She also repeatedly lent her support to the Pacific trade initiative
being pushed by her boss, Obama,
at that time, saying she wanted to
“expedite the negotiations as much
as possible” and describing the deal
as including “strong protections for
workers and the environment.”
Now, as a candidate, that enthusiasm appears to have waned.
Her campaign put out a statement
saying Clinton would be “watching
closely” to see if the final agreement strengthens national security,
protects workers, raises wages, and
creates more U.S. jobs. She believes
“we should be willing to walk away
from any outcome that falls short of
these tests,” her campaign said.
Clinton’s equivocation is being described by the White House
as support for the deal. Obama, in
an interview with The Wall Street
Journal, said Clinton wants “to see
a trade agreement that is strong on
labor, strong on the environment,
helps U.S. workers, helps the U.S.
economy. That’s my standard as
well, and I’m confident that standard can be met.”
As for O’Malley, while he takes a
hard line against the Pacific deal, he
endorsed trade liberalization generally in the past - not least because it’s
important to the Port of Baltimore.
He opposed the Central American
Free Trade Agreement in 2006,
saying it would outsource jobs, but
backed the 2011 deal with South
Korea, noting the United Auto
Workers union also supported it.
He branded the Pacific deal a
“race to the bottom, a chasing of
lower wages abroad,” in a National
Public Radio interview.

Popular zoo elephants likely
to get harder to see in future
By Donna Gordon Blankinship
Associated Press
SEATTLE - Visitors flocked to
the leafy enclosure at Seattle’s zoo
to watch the two elephants, Chai
and Bamboo, as they used their long
trunks to play with balls and snack
on carrots and apples.
The elephants would sometimes
exhibit other behavior. Chai would
pace from side to side and bob her
head up and down - a sign, animal
activists said, of the stress of being
confined inside the one-acre area. It
is common behavior, and a growing number of people feel the giant
animals - hard-wired to roam free
across thousands of square miles in
Africa and Asia - don’t have a place
in American zoos.
Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo recently made the difficult and controversial decision to close its popular
elephant exhibit and move Chai and
Bamboo to a larger zoo in Oklahoma
so they can join a larger herd. Others, like the Bronx Zoo in New York
City, said they are moving in the
same direction, but will wait until
one or more of their existing herd
dies. And zoos like Detroit have already retired their pachyderms to
one of two U.S. animal refuges.

In this photo taken Thursday, April 9, 2015, Chai, an Asian elephant, stands
in her enclosure at the Woodland Park Zoo, in Seattle. Elephants, one of the
most popular animals at American zoos, could become very hard to find
over the next few decades as aging pachyderms die and the rest congregate in the handful of zoos capable of caring for the large animals. AP Photo/
Elaine Thompson

Many zoos can’t give elephants
the space they need. They are also
social animals that prefer to live in
a herd, but that is hard to provide as
elephant numbers dwindle, both in
captivity and in the wild.
As of December 2014, there were
159 African elephants at 39 North
American zoos and 139 Asian elephants at 34 zoos in the U.S. and
Canada, according to the Maryland-

based Association of Zoos & Aquariums. The group In Defense of Animals said 21 zoos in North America
have closed their elephant exhibits
since 1991.
At the same time, national guidelines adopted in 2011 would require
some zoos to close their elephant
programs by 2017 if they cannot increase their herds and expand their
facilities. Some North American

zoos have as few as one elephant,
said Rob Vernon, spokesman for the
Association of Zoos & Aquariums,
which drew up the guidelines. The
new rules encourage a herd of at
least three elephants.
Woodland Park Zoo, which has
had elephants in its care since 1921,
started discussing the future of its
herd after a third pachyderm died
in 2014. A community task force
recommended in 2013 that the zoo
bring in more elephants and expand
its facilities, but zoo president and
CEO Deborah Jensen said those
goals were not achievable, in part
because it’s so difficult to obtain new
elephants.
There’s very little consensus even among animal experts - about

Demonstrators stand in front of a rainbow flag of the Supreme Court in
Washington, Tuesday, April 28, 2015. The Supreme Court is set to hear
historic arguments in cases that could make same-sex marriage the law
of the land. AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana
two people.
Justice Antonin Scalia said he
worried that a court decision in
favor of same-sex marriage would
force ministers to stop officiating at
weddings altogether if they refused
to perform same-sex weddings.
Bonauto and some of Scalia’s colleagues tried to persuade him that
ministers have a right to refuse any
couple for religious reasons.
Scalia also said the issue is not
whether there should be same-sex
marriage “but who should decide
the point,” embracing the states’
argument.
Among the liberals, Justices Stephen Breyer and Sonia Sotomayor
both said marriage was a fundamental right and a state would need
a truly compelling reason to deny it
to a class of people.
The session was interrupted after about 30 minutes by an anti-gay
marriage protester who yelled that
supporters of gay marriage “will
burn in hell.” He was removed by
security.
In the last part of the session, devoted to whether states have to recognize same-sex marriages from
elsewhere, Kennedy and Roberts
also directed skeptical questions to
the lawyer for same-sex couples,
Douglas Hallward-Driemeier.
Assuming the court upholds
same-sex marriage bans, Kennedy
asked, “Why should the state have
to yield” in recognizing a marriage
from another state.
And Roberts suggested that
states’ rights would be undermined
if residents of states that forbid
same-sex unions could get married
elsewhere, then return home and
demand recognition.
“One state would essentially set
the policy for the entire nation,”
Roberts said.
People on both sides of the issue
gathered outside the marble courthouse.
“Homo sex is a sin,” read one
demonstrator’s sign. A man shouted into a microphone that gays
violate the laws of God. A group of
same-sex advocates tried to drown
him out by singing “The StarSpangled Banner.”
Cheers went up in the crowd
when the court’s doors opened, allowing a lucky few who lined up
days ago to get inside.
The cases before the court come
from Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio
and Tennessee, four of the 14 remaining states that allow only
heterosexual marriage. Those four
states had marriage bans upheld by
what is the right choice to make for
the elephants currently in American
zoos. Bringing more Asian or African elephants to this country no
longer seems feasible and breeding
programs have been minimally successful.
Officials in Seattle, which was
forced into court over its decision to
move its elephants to Oklahoma, say
they did what they thought would be
best. Jensen was frustrated with the
intense focus on Seattle’s decision.
John Houck, deputy director of
the Point Defiance Zoo and Aquarium in Tacoma, Washington, has
two Asian elephants, age 50 and 51.
They are too dangerous to do well in
a larger group and too old to move.
After they die, Tacoma plans to re-

the federal appeals court in Cincinnati in November. That is the only
federal appeals court that has ruled
in favor of the states since the Supreme Court in 2013 struck down
part of the federal anti-gay marriage law.
Kennedy has written the court’s
three prior gay rights decisions,
including the case from two years
ago. All eyes are on him for any
signals of his intention this time.
It was barely a decade ago that
the first state allowed gay and lesbian couples to marry. That was
Massachusetts, in 2004. As recently as last October, barely a third of
the states permitted it. Now, samesex couples can marry in 36 states
and Washington, D.C., a sign of the
dramatic change in public opinion.
At the Supreme Court, the opposing states hoped to reframe the
debate.
“This case is not about the best
marriage definition. It is about the
fundamental question regarding
how our democracy resolves such
debates about social policy: Who
decides, the people of each state or
the federal judiciary?” John Bursch, representing Michigan, wrote
in his main brief to the court.
The push for same-sex marriage comes down to fairness, said
Bonauto, who argued on behalf
of the plaintiffs. The people who
have brought their cases to the
Supreme Court are “real people
who are deeply committed to each
other. Yet they are foreclosed from
making that commitment simply
because of who they are,” she told
reporters last week.
Arguments made by Bonauto,
other lawyers for same-sex couples
and more than six-dozen supporting briefs have strong echoes of
the 1967 Loving v. Virginia case,
in which the Supreme Court struck
down state bans on interracial marriage. In that case, the justices were
unanimous that those bans violated
the constitutional rights of interracial couples.
No one expects unanimity this
time. The justices have allowed orders in favor of same-sex couples
to take effect even as the issue has
made its way through the federal
court system, but that was action
through inaction.
Only 11 states have granted marriage rights to same-sex couples
through the ballot or the legislature.
Court rulings are responsible for all
the others.
A decision is expected in late
June.

place them with another endangered
species, perhaps rhinoceroses.
Looking out a decade or more,
Houck does not see a future for
Asian, and possibly African, elephants in this country. Keeping a
small group of elephants in North
America would require the birth of
seven to nine calves each year. That
is not happening, especially as more
females become too old to reproduce.
During a recent visit to the Seattle
zoo with her two small children, visitor Rebecca Young said she was sad
to see the empty enclosure where
Chai and Bamboo used to live.
“I hope they find joy in San Diego or Oklahoma or wherever they
land,” she said.
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Power APAC students
showcase art work at
annual exhibit
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Power APAC Visual
Arts Exhibit is on display
at the Mississippi Arts Center in downtown Jackson
through April 27, 2015.
Held annually, the exhibit
features the winning artwork of students in grades
4-12, with focus on the work
of the Advanced Placement
high school students in
Power APAC’s visual arts
program.
Winners were announced
and awards were presented
during an opening reception held Sunday, March 22,
2015.
The artwork of senior
Camryn Tillman, received
Best of Show. The remaining winners by category included:
High School
1st Place: Maya Armstrong, Senior
2nd Place: Rhianna Harris, Junior
3rd Place: Chrystian Butler, Freshman
Middle School
1st Place: Khai Thompson, Grade 6
2nd Place: Katyln Breen,
Grade 6
3rd Place: Charles Young,
Grade 7
Elementary
1st Place: Talia Buxbaum,
Grade 5
2nd Place: Tyler Moore,
Grade 5
3-D
Winner High School: Angel Thompson, Senior
Winner
Middle/High
School:
Lucie
Cooper,
Grade 8
Winner Elementary: Kaylan Robinson, Grade 5
The reception included
entertainment provided by
Power APAC strings instructor Carla Briggs leading a four-piece ensemble
with student members of the
schools’ strings program.
Light refreshments were
also served to participants
and guests, which included
artists and arts enthusiasts
from the area.
Power APAC adopters
Jones, Walker LLP, provided awards and refreshments
for the annual art exhibit.
Power APAC visual arts
instructors are Pam Kinsey, Frank Neal and Martha
Hamburg, department chair.

Elementary Winners

Jackson Metropolitan Retired
Education Personnel Association
‘gift books’ for summer read
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson Metropolitan
Retired Education Personnel
Association (JMREPA) featured a ‘gift of books’ for summer reading presented to Brinkley Middle School, Tuesday,
April 21, 2015.
At JMREPA’s monthly meeting chaired by its president
Emma Hurley and held at the
Golden Key Community Center in Jackson, the association
presented the initial portion of
the books to Larry Armstrong,
principal at Brinkley.
Armstrong expressed his appreciation for the educators’
recognizing the need to promote reading and their willingness to help Brinkley. He
invited the group to be even
more involved by becoming
volunteer mentors for teachers
and partnering with Brinkley’s
in school and after school programs.
He invited the association to
“become an adopter,” explaining that the retired educators’

JMREPA members Joyce Jordan, Marion Jordan, President Emma Hurley, Brinkley Principal Larry Armstrong, Malena Dow
experiences could help students
improve their reading levels,
communication skills, artistic
and mathematical skills.
This is JMREPA’s third volunteer project for the school
year 2014-2015.
A cash contribution was
made to Southern Christian
Services for Children and
Youth. Also a major canned

food drive was donated to
Stewpot Services.
In July 2014, two scholarships were awarded to high
school students committed to
major in education. Two more
scholarships will be awarded in
June 2015.
For a scholarship application and more information,
please call 601-981-8962.

Murrah journalism students earn
top awards at Mississippi Scholastic
Press Association Competition

Middle School Winners

High School Winners

Power APAC Strings
The principal of the school
is Dr. Marlynn Martin.
The Mississippi Arts Center is located at 201 East

www.mississippilink.com

Pascagoula Street. The gallery is open Monday through
Friday. The exhibit is free
and open to the public.

The Mississippi Link Newswire
Murrah High School’s journalism students won more
than a dozen awards at the
Mississippi Scholastic Press
Association (MSPA) Journalism Convention held in April
at the University of Mississippi campus in Oxford, Miss.
Adria Walker was named
the MSPA Journalist of the
Year in its Best of Mississippi
competition held at Ole Miss
in Oxford. This is the highest award given in the annual
competition and comes with a
$250 cash prize. She will go
on to represent Mississippi
for the National High School
Journalist of the Year.
Walker’s additional awards
include a third place award for
a poem submission published
in the school’s literary magazine, Pleiades, and a third
place award in Personal/General Interest Column posted
on Murrah’s news website,
Hoofbeat. She also accepted
an invitation to lead a session
about building digital portfolios and preparing to compete
and win the MSPA Journalist
of the Year.
In 2014, when she was a
high school junior, Walker
was selected to represent the

state of Mississippi at the 2014
Al Neuharth Free
Spirit and Journalism Conference. The highly
competitive conference accepts
only one student
from each state.
Several
publications
from
Murrah
High
School
were
represented
at
the convention,
including
the Walker
Hoofbeat news
website, Pleiades
literary magazine, and the
yearbook, Resume.
Pleiades received third
place in Best Literary Magazine and second place in Literary Magazine. Hoofbeat
earned second place in Best
News Website and second
place in Web Design.
Additional student winners
from Murrah were:
Olivia Hines, 1st Place,
Live Tweeting
Lauren Allen, 2nd Place,
News Writing
Camille Richardson, 3rd
Place, Yearbook: Table of
Contents

August Harp, 2nd Place,
Yearbook: Photography/Photo Illustration
Vivek Patel, 3rd Place,
Yearbook: Candid Photography
Maya Armstrong, 2nd
Place, Literary Magazine: Illustration
Judson
Womack,
2nd
Place, Literary Magazine:
Photo
Melanie
Groves,
2nd
Place, Literary Magazine:
Non-fiction
Advisors for these publications were Sarah Ballard,
Tarasa Brierly, Katie Morgan, and Lynne Schneider.

Key Elementary cheerleaders
celebrate 1st Place competition win
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Key Elementary cheerleaders are celebrating their
first place win at the Deep
South Cheer National Competition held April 12, 2015.
“I am so excited that the
girls had the opportunity to
compete with other cheer
squads across the United
States in a National Cheer
Competition,” said Principal
Dionne Woody.
“Not only are the girls exceeding in extracurricular activities, but they are also top
scholars here at Key Elementary School.”
The squad’s coaches are
Key teachers Davie Hill,
Tremiecia Melvin, and Ka-

Key Elementary Cougar Cheer Squad
trina Jones.
The 2015 members of the
Key Elementary Cougar cheer
squad are: Romiayah Allen,
Tabitha Bailey, Jalecia Bronson, Camya Dunn, Justice

Green, Tyianna Hampton, Tytiana Johnson, Brenda Joiner,
Shamyla Mitchell, Paris Sutton, N’airra Smith, Angel
Winters, Taylor Gilkey (Manager).
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Jackson State University to create first
School of Public Health in Mississippi
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson State University is
embarking on creating a School
of Public Health - the first of its
kind in Mississippi.
The Mississippi Legislature
approved $2 million this past legislative session to establish the
school. The Mississippi Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of
Higher Learning authorized the
school to be created at JSU.
“This is a tremendous achievement for Mississippi, and we
are grateful to the governor, the
lieutenant governor, the speaker
of the Mississippi House of Representatives and all of our Mississippi legislators for ushering
this through,” said JSU President
Carolyn W. Meyers.
“The action is groundbreaking. There currently is no School
of Public Health in the state of
Mississippi,” Meyers said. “Not
only will it solidify the Capital
City as a premier health care provider for the state and region, but
it will provide a national model
for meeting professional health
care needs.”
“Health care in Mississippi
is an industry of necessity. Not
only can our state benefit from
more health care providers and
professionals, our economy can
benefit from growth in the health
care sector,” Gov. Phil Bryant
said. “In my executive budget

recommendation, I recommended that the Legislature appropriate $2 million for the JSU School
of Public Health, and I am very
pleased that we secured this
funding. This program will be a
very important part of the health
care landscape in Mississippi.”
“We need more public health
professionals to study and practice here, particularly in the rural areas,” Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves
said. “The School of Public
Health at JSU will help address
our challenges in building a
healthy Mississippi.”
“Healthcare is one of the
most important issues we deal
with day to day and will drive
the economy and jobs into the
future,” said Mississippi House
Speaker Philip Gunn. “Creating a School of Public Health
at Jackson State University
will produce students who can
work in the public health arena.
Representative Angela Cockerham worked closely with me to
achieve the required funding and
we are all proud that we got this
done for our state.”
“Mississippi’s health challenges are well documented,”
said Aubrey Patterson, president
of the Board of Trustees. “All of
our universities share the task
of addressing these issues, and
Jackson State University’s new
School of Public Health is an ex-

cellent example of this. Through
education, research and treatment, our universities are helping to improve the health and
quality of life of all Mississippians.”
Creating a School of Public
Health was identified in the Jake
Ayers settlement as a program to
be established at Jackson State.
“The board’s action puts into
play our longstanding goal to
address the health care needs
of the residents of Mississippi,”
said Dr. Ricardo A. Brown, dean
of the College of Public Service
that oversees JSU’s allied health
programs.
“While JSU has been wanting to create such a school for
the past 16 years, the idea was
put into action as a blueprint by
President Meyers last year,” he
said.
A national search is under way
for the dean of the new school,
Meyers said.
The search committee members include:
- Chair, Dr. Loretta Moore,
vice president for Research and
Federal Regulations, Jackson
State University
- Dr. Mary Currier, director of
the State Department of Health,
State of Mississippi
- Dr. Manoj-Shaima, professor
of Behavioral Health Promotion,
College of Public Service, Jack-

SBA Signs
Strategic Alliance
Memorandum with
Tougaloo College
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) Mississippi District Office, under the auspices of SBA
Headquarters, Washington,
DC and the SBA Atlanta Regional Office, has executed a
Strategic Alliance Memorandum (SAM) with Dr. Beverly
Wade Hogan, President of
Tougaloo College.
The SAM, which is effective for two years through
early April 2017, provides
a guideline for SBA and
Tougaloo College to work
together in the spirit of cooperation and open communications with the primary
goal of meeting the needs of
the small business community.
“SBA Mississippi looks
forward to working more
closely and collaboratively with Tougaloo College
via the SAM,” said Janita
R. Stewart, SBA Mississippi district director. “We
reached out to and met with
Dr. Hogan concerning our
desire to form this partnership, and without hesitation,
she accepted. This alliance
gives both SBA and Tougaloo
another avenue to enhance
small business development,
particularly in underserved
communities, and to encourage youth entrepreneurship at
the college.”
Tougaloo College is a private, historically black, liberal arts institution, accessible
to all persons regardless of
race, ethnic origin, religion or
creed. The College prepares
students to be imaginative,
self-directed, lifelong learners and mindful thinkers,

committed to leadership and
services in a global society
by offering a high quality liberal studies program. Founded in 1869 by the American
Missionary Association, Tougaloo College was chartered
on the principles that it “be
accessible to all irrespective
of their religious tenets and
conducted on the most liberal
principles for the benefit of
our citizens in general.” Tougaloo acknowledges and respects its traditions; remains
dedicated to the equality of
all people, and continues to
be a value-oriented community where students are guided by a concerned faculty and
staff.
“Tougaloo
College
is
pleased to be engaged with
the Small Business Administration under the Strategic
Alliance Memorandum of
Agreement to expose our students to more entrepreneurial
opportunities as we support
the SBA’s efforts to impact
small businesses in our communities,” stated Dr. Beverly
Hogan, President of Tougaloo College. “Working together, we can break through
many of the barriers to success, preparing the leaders
to build better communities
with more sustainable small
businesses.”
Regional
Administrator Cassius Butts stated “I
am honored to be a part of
this historic alliance that
the SBA and Tougaloo College have entered. I’ve always believed that HBCUs
and their faculty serve as the
foundation for strong and
thriving communities. This
partnership will foster en-

Hogan
trepreneurship amongst the
young population, especially
in minority communities.”
The memorandum will allow SBA and Tougaloo College to share resources in
order to promote entrepreneurial efforts by students
and alumni as well as to assist the community outreach
efforts of this college. They
will also help make information on SBA programs and
services more readily available.
The SAM with Tougaloo
marks the fifth and final Mississippi HBCU to enter into
a SAM agreement with the
Mississippi SBA. Others include Alcorn State University, Mississippi Valley State
University, Rust College and
Coahoma Community College. Jackson State University is in partnership with SBA
via a Cooperative Agreement through the University
of Mississippi’s Network of
Small Business Development
Centers.
For more information,
contact the SBA Mississippi
District Office at (601) 9654378.

Meyers
son State University
- Dr. Issac Perkins, professor
of Epidemiology and Biostatistics, College of Public Service,
Jackson State University
- Dr. Wilbur Walters, associate
dean, College of Science, Engineering and Technology, Jackson
State University
- Dr. Glenda Windfield, chair
of the Faculty Senate, Jackson
State University
- Dr. Bettina M. Beach, associate vice chancellor of Rural Health, professor of Family
Medicine, University of Mississippi Medical Center
- One undergraduate student
representative to be named at a
later date
- One graduate student representative to be named at a later
date.
The Board approved the
school because of several factors

Brown
that made JSU perfectly positioned to provide this critical service for Mississippi’s health care
needs, according to Dr. James
C. Renick, provost and senior
vice president for academic and
student affairs.
Those factors include:
- Jackson State offers the
Masters of Public Health and
the Doctorate in Public Health,
the only doctoral public health
degree program in the state.
- Ayers-funded and supported (1999) public health degree
programs, housed in the School
of Health Sciences and accredited by the Council on Educa-

tion for Public Health Schools
(CEPH), is structured around
a core curriculum and three
areas of concentration including: Health Policy and Management, Behavioral Health
Promotion and Education and
Epidemiology.
- Enrollment in JSU’s Masters of Public Health and the
Doctorate in Public Health programs is projected to increase
approximately 10 percent each
year for the next five years.
“Taken as a whole, this action allows us to support moving Mississippi health care to
the forefront,” Meyers said.

Alcorn psychology student Ajasha
Long gives back to community
The Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University senior
and psychology major Ajasha Long
never pictured herself working in
a setting where caring for children
was the primary task. Thanks to her
internship where she worked with atrisk children, she developed a different way of applying her knowledge
in various areas.
“That was my first experience in a
setting such as that one,” said Long.
“I’m so glad I stepped out of my
comfort zone because I learned that
psychology is so much more than
just one specific area. Our main purpose is to help and cause no harm. I
learned that helping anyone in anyway would still make me professionally happy.”
Long, a St. Louis, Mo. native,
completed an 84-hour internship
at the Natchez Children’s Home in

Natchez, Miss. as a requirement of
the psychology program at Alcorn.
The Natchez Children’s Home is a
non-profit organization whose mission is to intervene in the lives of
children and families facing a crisis.
While working there, she organized an event with Natchez restaurant Ruby Tuesday March 28 and 29
in order to raise money for the children’s home. A portion of the proceeds from those two days of sales,
along with over $800 raised by Long
during her fundraiser, went to the
needs of the Children’s Home.
“As an intern for the organization,
I wanted to do something to help
fulfill some of the needs of the Children’s Home. There is always something that can be done, so this was
just a small token of my appreciation
to the Children’s Home.”
Long hopes that her willingness

Long

to donate to a worthy cause will encourage her peers to do the same in
the future.
“Donating to charities such as this
one is very important. The Natchez
Children’s Home and other charities
operate strictly off grants and donations. If it weren’t for the help of others, the organization would not be
able to function.”

Alcorn State University Scholarship
Gala exceeds expectations
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The opportunities for Alcorn State
University students continue to expand thanks to donations from Alcorn’s faculty, staff and alumni.
The Presidential Scholarship Gala
was held Thursday, April 16 at the
Vicksburg Convention Center in
Vicksburg, Miss. The purpose of the
scholarship gala was to raise funds
that would create more financial opportunities that would enable Alcorn
students to have a successful college career. The event was held in
conjunction with the inauguration of
Alcorn State University’s 19th president, Dr. Alfred Rankins Jr.
The scholarship gala committee and the Alcorn State University
Foundation, Inc. collected an overflowing amount of funds in sponsorship support. Vice President of Institutional Advancement Marcus Ward
applauded his fellow Alcornites for
their generous donations.
“Many of you have reached deep
into your pockets to support Alcorn, and for that, we are grateful,”
said Ward. “It is your kindness that
has helped make tonight and all of
the inaugural events enjoyable and
memorable.”

George Flaggs Jr., who is the
Mayor for the City of Vicksburg,
gave the keynote address for the
scholarship gala. He expressed his
passion for Vicksburg as well as
forming an even stronger bond with
Alcorn State University.
“I am so passionate about Vicksburg,” said Flaggs. “Vicksburg is
proud to have a strong relationship
with Alcorn State University. I look
forward to strengthening that relationship for years to come.”
Flaggs gave kudos to Alcorn’s
alumni for their dedication to uplifting the University and enthusiastic
efforts to push Alcorn in a positive
direction.
“Alcorn State University has the
strongest alumni association that I
have ever been associated with. You
represent Alcorn in numbers with
understanding of Alcorn’s tradition
and legacy of greatness. I encourage you to continue to stay strong
in making the progress of Alcorn a
priority.”
Mississippi State Senator Albert
Butler touched on the inaugural
theme, “We Are Alcorn. Tradition.
Excellence. Legacy.” He acknowledged that President Rankins is the

Flaggs

perfect individual to set on Alcorn’s
throne.
“Dr. Rankins is a product of Alcorn who was chosen to lead. He
knows the history of this great institution and personifies greatness. He
is willing to pass down the elements
of Alcorn’s culture to generations to
come. His excellence demonstrates
how he’s willing to be innovative
and excel at his job.”
Alcorn President Dr. Alfred
Rankins closed the gala by staying
persistent in advocating for the assistance of Alcorn’s students.
“It warms my heart to see so
many of my friends and loved ones
supporting the deserving students
of Alcorn State University,” said
Rankins. “My message has always
been to give back to Alcorn to help
our students.”
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Local mother receives Delta’s
title of “Mother of the Year”
Special to The Mississippi Link
In its beautifully adorned array of flowers and decorations,
the Family Life Center at Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church of
Madison, was filled to capacity as nine local mothers from
the Madison County area were
recognitized for something that
they do without expecting public acknowledgement. Each was
honored for being the best mother she could possibly be but only
one was named as Delta’s 2015
Mother of the Year during its recent “A Morning with Minerva”
celebration.
This year’s recipient is Viola
Riley Hill Love, a 75 year old
mother of four adult daughters: Winnifred Ann Boyd, Fredia Hill, C. Rochelle Culp and
Tawana Tucker. She is a member
of St. James Deliverance Church
of Christ in Durant, where she
serves on the mother board and
has been an active member of
the usher board, choir member
and finance committee.
Love, also known by many
as “Mother Love,” served as an
active volunteer with the 4-H
Clubs, Golden Girls club, partnership for a Healthy Holmes
County, and the Madison County
Senior Service Agency. Prior to
losing her sight in her left eye to
glaucoma, Mother Love, worked
for more than 35 years with the
Central Mississippi Inc. as a bus
driver. During her years of employment, she drove three generations of students while teaching
them character and morals.
The scripture tells us in Psalm
22:8 - 11, 131:2, and Isaiah
66:13, all teach us that a mother’s early care, physical affection, availability, and kindness to
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Pictured left to right: Keila Brown, Chapter second vice president; Viola Riley Hill Love, 2015 Mother of the
Year; Katrina B. Myricks, Chapter president; and Dr. Jenifer M. Riley, Chapter first vice president
her children plant seeds that can
grow into an ability to trust in
and treasure God, as well as an
ability to understand God better.
Love held true to this scripture
especially following the unexpected death of her first husband.
As a single parent at 36 years of
age she suddenly found herself
as the manager of her late husband’s trucking business. Delta’s
Mother of the Year focused on
maintaining a happy home for
her very young children. She did
not remarry until her youngest
daughter graduated from high
school.
Maggie Wade, news anchor
for WLBT-TV3, was the program’s celebration guide. Wade
expressed her thrill in being able
to hear the wonderful stories of
each mother and their endurance
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as they each went above and
beyond to keep their families
happy, safe and loved. She also
added her personal testimony by
telling the audience another level
of unconditional love is becoming a grandparent, a title and role
that she is now blessed to enjoy
and she plans to do so to the fullest.
The event, hosted by the Madison County Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.,
is the signature event of the local
chapter; honoring nine mothers
in Madison County. Minerva,
the Greek symbol of wisdom
and justice, is the representation
of all mothers because of its significant dual role as warrior and
peacemaker.
All of the Minervas (honored
mothers) and guests were en-

t

h

e

tertained by the Praise Dancers
and middle school poetry winners selected by the Delta Madison Chapter. Jason Gibson and
Destiny Project, a local gospel
group, provided the musical entertainment. This year’s Mother
of the Year was serenaded by
Quentin Ransburg.
A Morning with Minerva also
serves as the fundraiser to assist
the chapter in providing 10 annual scholarships to deserving
high school students in Madison
County, as well as support other
public service programs in the
Madison County community.
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc., an organization of collegeeducated women that provides
services to its communities, has
more than 900 chapters worldwide.
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Proverbs, the ultimate life coach
By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link
As we begin
to close out this
series,
“Proverbs, the ultimate
life coach,” we
will take another
look at Lemuel’s

mother.
Notice Lemuel’s mother asked
him who can find a virtuous
wife? Virtuous here means moral
strength, a godly woman. I find it
interesting that the world sells us
images of celebrities that people
admire, but many of them would
be at the bottom of God’s list because they are immoral.
The virtuous woman supersedes any woman the world puts
on a pedestal. The world says Beyonce’ is worth millions of dollars, but guess what the Lord says
a virtuous woman is worth? The
answer - more than money and
Lemuel’s mother implied that
there weren’t many and when you
consider how many people are
influenced by the world I can see
why virtuous men and women are
few and far between.
She asked Lemeul who can
find a virtuous wife which also
implies that one has to be patient
and wait on God. If you don’t wait
on God you may end up like one
lady who said, I caught myself a
husband and now that I have gotten to know him I now want to
throw the fish back in water.
Notice Lemuel’s mother said,
“Who can find a virtuous wife?”
The Holy Ghost said to me that
single people seek after a virtuous spouse not necessarily by
looking, but they can successful-

ly seek after a virtuous spouse by
staying in prayer and looking. Jesus told us to watch and pray not
just watch. Some single people
just look but they don’t pray.
I remind you all once again
about Isaac. What was Isaac doing when his wife Rebekah came
into his life? Genesis 24:63-64,
“And Isaac went out to meditate
in the field in the evening; and
he lifted his eyes and looked, and
there, the camels were coming.
Then Rebekah lifted her eyes,
and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from her camel.”
Isaac was near to a well called
Beer Lahai Roi (B@’er la-Chay
Ro’iy) which means “the well of
him that lives and sees me.” Isaac
was single, but because he spent
time meditating on the Lord, the
Lord had his eye on him and
knew he had lost his mother and
was lonely. If you don’t pay God
any attention He just may not pay
you any attention. God already
knows what’s missing in your
life, so if you spend time with
Him He will not remain silent
about your situation.
This well is also known as “the
vision of life” where the Lord met
Haggar after she had ran away
from Sarah (Gen. 16:7-14). When
single people spend time with the
Lord they will have a vision of
life and hope that God will bring
a virtuous spouse into their life.
A virtuous wife is a blessing
to her husband. Proverbs 31:11,
“The heart of her husband has
faith in her, and he will have profit
in full measure.” She adds to his
life. He is better because of her.
She makes him look good. This
is why her husband has complete

trust in her, his life is actually
better because of her. I know my
life is better because of my wife,
Yolanda. The virtuous wife is like
a trophy to her husband and when
people see her they think he really accomplished something when
he married her. She complements
his life.
I want you all to see something.
Proverbs 18:22, “Whoever finds
a wife finds a good thing, and obtains favor of the Lord.” Notice it
didn’t say a good wife, it just said
a wife. One scholar said Proverbs
18:22 is saying, “Simply a wife;
for a wife, though she be not the
best wife yet she is to be considered a blessing, being useful to
her husband.”
My point is, if any wife is a
blessing to her husband then
how much more a blessing is a
virtuous wife a blessing to her
husband. The favor of God rest
upon the husband because his
wife is godly. No wonder Proverbs 31:11 implies that her husband will not lack in anything
and be tempted to do unethical
exploits to gain wealth.
Wives have been given a certain kind of supernatural power.
If they obey God that power
will manifest in their lives and
affect those around them. 1 Peter 3:1-2, “Wives, be subject
to your husbands; so that even
if some of them do not obey
the word, their hearts may be
changed by the behavior of their
wives, when they see your holy
behavior in the fear of God.”
Notice it said “when they see
your behavior” not when they
hear your words.
If wives learn to just obey

God’s word the Holy Ghost
would overpower their stubborn
husbands. The Holy Ghost will
draw the husband to where God
wants him but the wife’s harsh
words will only push the husband away. 1 Peter 3:1-2 is saying actions speak louder than
words. Your godly behavior has
a supernatural power to change
things.
Satan wants wives to be out
of control and very controlling
because he knows they may gain
some power in the natural, but
they will not have the supernatural power of the Holy Ghost that
can work miracles for them.
Proverbs 31:12, “She does him
good, and not harm, all the days
of her life.” She is a blessing to
her husband all of the time even
when he doesn’t deserve it, she
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Like
many
churches around
the city, the annual spring revival was recently held at
my place of worship. Held Monday through
Wednesday nights, I thoroughly enjoyed being in fellowship
with my sisters and brothers
in Christ as we listened to a
dynamic speaker, Rev. Dennis Grant of Jerusalem Baptist
Church of Brandon, and enjoyed songs of praise.
The first night of the revival,
I shared with my daughter my
revival experiences from the
old days; the 60s 70s and 80s.
I told her about our week-long
nights of worship. Yes, we
did worship indoors but there
were some years that the event
would be hosted on the grounds
under a tent.
Opening prayer(s) would be
offered by every deacon in the
church and depending on how
many were there, we could
have a pretty lengthy evening. I
also told her that it was not unheard of that baptism would be
held the Sunday following the
conclusion of the revival.
Both of my children were
perfect attendance recipients
for all of their school-aged
years: during both their primary and secondary years of academic study. So, my daughter
had to ask, “So, what did you
all do about going to school the
next day because it sounds like
you all had a long night and if I
know my grandma, you stayed
for the entire service?
I confirmed my daughter’s
comment about being there all
night. But then I told her that
I can remember my mother
having us all stretch out on the
pews in the rear of the church
to sleep if the celebration went
on into the wee hours of the
night. When it was time to go
home, she and my father would
carry us to the car. We were up
bright and early the next morning for school.

“Wow, Mom, things were really different then, huh?,” she
asked. And it was then that it
hit me, things may have been
laid out differently but one
thing that remains the same is
God’s word.
Now, don’t get me wrong you have all heard - “the more
things change, the more they
stay the same.” God’s word is
delivered by chosen evangelists
and I’ve not been to a revival in
a while that was not truly spiritled. But, for whatever reason, it
seems that fewer people attend
revivals now. I can remember,
the first night of revival, during
my childhood, was crowded.
Then versus now, I can even
remember fellowship dinners
that followed either the revival
or the baptism. I’m surprised
that I don’t weigh 100 pounds
more than I do.
Anyway, back to the revival
of old versus today’s revival. I
won’t try to explore why I see
fewer people during revival
services now but I do know that
regardless of the day or time,
God’s word should be shared to
all who can receive it.
Revivals are another avenue
to offer God’s word to the
masses, while renewing our
commitment to Him. It’s another great way to share with your
brothers and sisters while celebrating the blessings of God.
Remember the verse that I
often share with all of you Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), which reads:
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
The Mississippi Link, a messenger for news in and around
the state of Mississippi, would
like to serve as your personal
messenger to share your news
and the news of your place of
worship.
Contact Daphne M. Higgins
at
religion@mississippilink.
com. Fax 601-896-0091 or
mail your information to The
Mississippi Link, 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

is still good to him. This virtuous
wife is symbolic of God. He is
good to us even when we don’t
deserve it. He is always good to
us.
Earlier, I mentioned Isaac and
Rebekah. In Genesis 24:60, Rebekah was blessed by her family
before she was brought to Isaac.
The wife God had for him was a
blessing to him. Who God has for
you is a double blessing to you.
The Holy Spirit made me take
notice of Proverbs 31:23 which
says, “Her husband is respected
in the gates, when he sits among
the elders of the land.” Within
context of this chapter, keep in
mind that this chapter is mostly
about the virtuous wife so don’t
be fooled when it mentions how
her husband is known in the
gates. What’s implied here is

that he is known because of his
connection to her. Behind every
good man is a great woman.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of Makarios Worship Center,
464 Church Rd., Madison. Residents of Madison, he and wife,
Minister Yolanda; are the proud
parents of three daughters. He
received degrees from Criswell
College in Dallas; Southern
Methodist University - Perkins
School of Theology; and a Masters of Divinity from Memphis
Theological Seminary. A pastor
for 23 years, Collier serves as
a volunteer chaplain for various law enforcement agencies in
the metro area and for the Mississippi Governor’s Mansion.
He may be reached by calling
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 or
e-mail karab5@live.com.

R e i g n i n g A nn o u n c emen t s
Pearl Street African Methodist Episcopal Church, 2519 Robinson St.,
Jackson, will conclude its Women’s Day Celebration with a 5K Unity Walk/
Run or One Mile Fun Walk and Wellness Fair on Saturday, May 2, at 8 a.m.
Participants will be running the race to beat “heart disease”. The theme for
Women’s Day 2015 was “Christian Women: Faithful, Obedient, Trusting and
Wise” taken from 2 Kings 4:1 – 7. For more information call the church office
at 601.352.6087. Rev. Samuel Boyd is the pastor.
New Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins Dr., Jackson, will host its 2015
Baccalaureate Service for High School, Undergraduate, Graduate and Post
Graduated students on Sunday, May 24, during the 11 worship service. For
more information visit www.newhope-baptist.org or call 601-366-7002. Dr.
Jerry Young is the pastor.
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Submit yourself to the
righteousness of God - Part II
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
The Apostle Paul
said in Titus 2:1112: “For the grace
of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,
we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world.”
The power to live as a Christian
comes from the Holy Spirit. Because
Christ died and rescued us from sin,
we are free from sin’s control. God
gives us the power and understanding to live according to His Will and
to do good. Then, we will look forward to Christ’s wonderful return
with eager expectation and hope.
You can walk uprightly. That
is the reason the Psalmist said in
Psalm 1:1, “Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.” You do not have to listen to
the counsel of ungodly people if you
have the Word of God and a pastor
who preaches the truth. There are so
many different kinds of religion, and
they tell you to go to the church of
your choice.
Nevertheless, God has only one

church and there is only one way
to get into that church. Jesus said in
John 14:6, “I am the Way, the Truth,
and the Life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by Me.”
You should gladly submit to Jesus
Christ because He is God’s righteousness. The righteousness you
gain as a child of God is not your
righteousness; it is the righteousness
of God.
In our Scripture text (Romans
10:1-3), Paul said that he bore Israel
record that they had the zeal of God,
but it was zeal without the proper
knowledge.
God said in Hosea 4:6, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge,” the Bible lets us know there
is only one foundation and only
one church. Jesus said in Matthew
16:18, “Upon this rock I will build
My church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.”
Satan cannot overthrow it. God
has a people, and He always will
have a people. He is coming back
after a church without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. I do not know
about you, but I want to go with Him
when He comes.
If you accept His righteousness
and live according to the Scriptures,

you can go with Him. If you are living in sin or if you have unconfessed
sin in your life when He comes, you
cannot go with Him. On the other
hand, if you will do what God says
to do, you will not miss Heaven.
I thank God for His Word and for
the provision that He has made for
mankind. God’s commandments are
not grievous. He will never tell you
to do anything that you cannot do.
Whenever He tells you to do something, He does not leave you alone.
He sends His Holy Spirit with His
Word to help you. Hell will be hot
for those who refuse to do God’s
Will.
David said in Psalm 1:1-6,
“Blessed (happy) is the man that
walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly (a lot of ungodly counsel is
going on, counseling against pastors
and the church. God said you are
blessed if you do not take in ungodly
counsel) nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But His delight is in the
law of the Lord; and in His law doth
He meditate day and night.
“And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of waters, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his
leaf also shall not wither; and what-

soever he doeth shall prosper. The
ungodly are not so: but are like the
chaff which the wind driveth away.
Therefore, the ungodly shall not
stand in the judgement, nor sinners
in the congregation of the righteous.
For the Lord knoweth the way of the
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”
Second Timothy 2:19a states,
“Nevertheless, the foundation of
God standeth sure, having this seal,
the Lord knoweth them that are
His.”
In John 10:27-28, Jesus said:
“My sheep hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me:
And I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of My
hand.”
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is pastor
of Joynes Road Church of God, 31
Joynes Road, Hampton VA 23669.
He is married to Velma L. Green. He
honorably served in the U.S. Army
for 20 years. Rev. Green is a member of the National Association of
Evangelism Church of God, Anderson, Ind. He serves as chairman of
the Southeastern Association of The
Church of God, Inc.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of April 30
SONGS

			

ARTISTS					

ALBUM

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church

1.

It’s Not Over

Israel & New Breed Featuring James Fortune & Jason Nelson

2.

Take Me To The King

3.

Hold On

4.

Your Best Days Yet

5.

God Will Make A Way

6.

Break Every Chain

7.

Testimony

8.

Clean This House

9.

Life & Favor (You Don’t Know) John P. Kee And New Life

10.

Here In Our Praise

Since 1907

Tamela MannB I B L E B A S E D • C H R I S T C E N T E R E D • H O LY S P I R I T L E D
James Fortune
& FIYA Featuring
Monica
& Fred Hammond
SUNDAY:
Worship
Services
Bishop Paul S. Morton
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The battlefield of
unanswered prayers

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

“I tithe, pray
for others and am
active in church
but why does it
seem like no matter how hard I try,
I still don’t seem
to be making progress?” She continued that she felt like was stuck
and spinning her wheels. I listened
intently as my good friend shared
her recent frustration with feeling
like she was stuck.
“Girl, I felt the same way yesterday” was all I could muster when
she finished talking. In fact, the
previous night, I’d spent time in
prayer sharing similar thoughts,
concerns to God. I didn’t have an
answer that night on what to do
and I didn’t have an answer for
my friend. After listening to her for
about 15 minutes share some of her
more challenging moments, I felt
like I was listening to a recording
of the prayer I had prayed to God
the night before.
“How could our lives be so
different and yet our prayer concerns be the exact same things?” I
thought. In the past, I’d shared with
her how I thought that maybe God
was punishing me for something
I’d done and hadn’t repented for.
There had been many times that I
apologized to God for things that
I’d knowingly done that had hurt
myself or others. I thought by doing so, whatever the “thing” that
was keeping God from answering
my prayers would be removed
from my life.
But like my friend, after many
days, nights, weeks and years of
praying the same prayer, I felt like
nothing I was doing was working.
Sometimes it just felt like God was
not listening and if he was listen-

ing, he’d somehow chosen to not
answer “that” prayer. There were
other prayers that he’d answered
but I was still waiting on “that”
prayer to be answered.
Waiting on prayers to be answered sometimes seems like a
spiritual battle. Many of us are
taught that spiritual warfare happens when accidents, health crises
and financial problems come into
our lives. It’s not just limited to
those things….I also think that spiritual warfare comes in things like
waiting for a prayer to be answered.
“For our struggle is not against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms,” says the
familiar passage of Ephesians
6:12. We should recognize and
know that the battle will come and
know who the battle is against. It’s
not against people…but against
the attitudes, spiritual behaviors
and strongholds that control their
behavior. Yes, God is in control
of everything but sometimes the
behavior of others can impact our
prayers being answered.
Ephesians 6:11 reminds us that
we should be strong in the Lord
and that we should put on his
whole armor. It also reminds us to
“stand” when we are in the battle.
We can “stand” and put on God’s
armor because it will protect us in
our battles…even if that “battle”
is waiting for a prayer to be answered.
Shewanda Riley is the author
of the Essence best-seller “Love
Hangover: Moving From Pain
to Purpose after a Relationship
Ends.” She can be reached at lovehangover@juno.com, at www.shewandariley.com or www.anointedauthorsontour.com

8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Shirley Caesar

Tasha
CobbsMONDAY:
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.
1600 Florence
Avenue
Jackson, MS
39204
Anthony Brown & group therAPy
Ph: 601-355-2670
WEDNESDAY:
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Isaac Carree
Fax: 601-355-0760
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00 p.m.

www.collegehillchurch.org
Fred Hammond-United Tenors • chmbc@collegehillchurch.org

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Shekinah Glory
Baptist Church
“Shining the Radiant
Light of His Glory”

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

W E E K LY A C T I V I T I E S

NewSunday
Bethel
Missionary
Baptist
Church
9:30 a.m.
Fulfillment Hour
(Sunday School)
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

11:00 a.m. MorningSunday
Worship
Service
School
- 9:15 a.m.

1750

Sunday

www.nhcms.org
Bishop Ronnie C. Crudup,
Sr.

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

1770 Ellis Avenue • Jackson, MS 39204
OFFICE. 601-371-1427 • FAX. 601-371-8282
www.newhorizonchurchms.org

Monday

S U N D A Y

Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Time & Bible Study

Thursday6:30 p.m.

WOAD
AM 1300
- 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Adult
Choir
Rehearsal

Live Radio Broadcast

Saturday 11:00 a.m. Youth & Young Adult Choir Rehearsal
Please join us in any or all of these activities. You are WELCOME!
“A Church Preparing for a
485 W. Northside Drive
• Jackson, MS
Home Not Built by Man”
601-981-4979 • Bro. Karl
E Twyner, pastor

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
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Michael T. Williams
Pastor
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8:00 a.m. - Channel 14 (Comcast)

Prayer Everyday: 6 a.m. and 6 p.m.
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5077 Cabaniss Circle - Jackson, MS 39209
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“The Church That’s on the Move for Christ
for Such a Time as This”

________________________
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Loretta Lynch Death Row’s other
from a family innocents and
evidence against it
of activists

By Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.
NNPA Columnist

After a 166day partisan political struggle
in the U.S. Senate to confirm
the first black
American woman to be the attorney general of
the United States, finally on the
afternoon of April 23, history was
made.
Loretta Elizabeth Lynch has
now been confirmed by the Senate by a vote of 56 to 43 after being nominated last year by President Barack Obama.
I have known the Lynch family
for a long time in Durham, N.C.,
where her father, Rev. Lorenzo
Lynch Sr., served faithfully as
the senior pastor of the legendary
White Rock Baptist Church from
1965 to 1993.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
gave one his famous sermons in
1960 at the White Rock Baptist
Church, titled “Fill Up the Jails,”
that encouraged nonviolent civil
disobedience as the strategic tactic to advance civil rights.
Loretta Lynch, in addition to
being well qualified to be the attorney general of the U.S. as an
accomplished federal prosecutor and legal scholar, also comes
from a strong black American
family that has made outstanding contributions and sacrifices
toward the progress of black
America for over four generations
in North Carolina and throughout
the nation.
President Obama made the
right decision at the right time
concerning Lynch. The baton is
being passed now from Attorney
General Eric Holder, who did an
outstanding job as the first black
American to be attorney general,
to Loretta Lynch at a time when
rampant racially motivated police
killings of black people across the
nation is escalating.
In addition to critical issues of
ending police racial profiling and
the unlawful use of deadly force
against black Americans, the new
attorney general will have to confront the growing unconstitutional measures by many state legislatures to suppress and deny the
voting rights of black Americans
in particular.
Attorney General Lynch will
have to help lead the way back
to Congress restoring Section 4
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965
that the U.S. Supreme Court invalidated.
Racial discrimination in housing, health care delivery, mass
incarceration, bank lending policies, access to wealth, environmental protection, public education, and unjust policies in higher

education opportunities for disadvantaged college students all are
crucial matters that she as Attorney General will have to confront.
I am confident, however, given
Lynch’s proven track record of
rising to the occasion in demanding that justice is done, that she
will do well going forward.
I wish I could say that I was
surprised to see that the two Republican senators from North
Carolina, Richard Barr and Thom
Tillis, both voted against Lynch,
even though they knew of her
qualifications and track record of
leadership.
The attacks on President
Obama and on Loretta Lynch
were not just politically motivated. I believe that these attacks
were also racially motivated.
Lezli Baskerville, noted lawyer and president and CEO of the
National Association for Equal
Opportunity in Higher Education
(NAFEO), stated the following:
“The confirmation of U.S. Attorney Lynch comes at a time
when leadership from the Attorney General and the Department’s Educational Opportunities
Section is essential to ensuring
that states that maintain a higher
education system with both public historically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs) and historically white colleges and universities (HWCUs) invest in HBCUs,
such that they are comparable to
and competitive with HWCUs
relative to their missions.”
The past and present racial inequities in education in America
have to be challenged anew. Racism persists in America in part because it is not called out enough.
Yes, we have made progress
toward racial equality and justice.
But we are not there yet. We have
not reached the finish line to end
racial injustice and inequality. We
still have not overcome and we
must remain vigilant and vocal
and in the quest for freedom, justice and equality.
We, therefore, congratulate Attorney General Loretta Lynch and
wish her all the best. It will not be
easy, but we know and believe
that more great achievement and
national leadership are on the horizon of the future.
Thank you, Sister Lynch, for
making history and for continuing to make a difference.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. is the
president and CEO of the National Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA) and can be reached
for national advertisement sales
and partnership proposals at
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org; for lectures and other professional
consultations go to http://drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/drbf.

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist

Glenn Ford, 64,
convicted of murder in 1984, spent
a quarter-century
on the death row
of
Louisiana’s
notorious Angola
prison before his conviction was
overturned and he was freed last
year.
Anthony Ray Hinton, 58, convicted of murder in 1983, spent
30 years on Alabama’s death row
before his murder conviction was
overturned earlier this month and
he was freed.
That means that Glenn Ford
and Anthony Ray Hinton join
the growing number of individuals convicted of capital murder
and other serious crimes who’ve
been proven innocent only after
years in prison - and whose exonerations underscore how widespread are the terrible flaws of
American’s criminal justice system, and especially its ultimate
evil: the death penalty.
For Hinton and Ford, as with
others convicted of murder, their
convictions were once declared
to be proof of the competence of
the nation’s structure of justice.
But, in fact, these men - whom
the nation’s death penalty advocates would have sent to their
execution decades ago - are, literally, living proof that the death
penalty itself is a crime.
Since 1989, according to data
compiled by The Innocence Project, which seeks to exonerate the
wrongfully-convicted, 329 inmates convicted of capital murder, murder, or rape charges have
been exonerated via DNA testing. The exonerated had served
an average of 14 years in prison.
Equally horrifying are the conclusions of a 2014 study that determined that at least four percent
of the 3,000 inmates now on the
nation’s death row are probably
innocent; that a “comparatively
low” percentage of innocent inmates have been executed since
1973; and that there is a greater
percentage of innocent people
whose death sentences have been
commuted to sentences of life
without the possibility of parole.
One of that study’s authors
wrote: “The great majority of innocent defendants who are convicted of capital murder in the
United States are neither executed nor exonerated. They are sentenced, or resentenced to prison
for life, and then forgotten.”
Whenever I read of another
death-row exoneration, four considerations immediately come to
mind.
The first is, having been convicted of a capital crime, how

?
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Alma Gill
NNPA Advice Columnist

Alma Gill’s newsroom experience spans more than 25
years, including various roles at USA Today, Newsday
and the Washington Post. Email questions to: alwaysaskalma@gmail.com. Follow her on Facebook at “Ask
Alma” and twitter @almaaskalma.

Mama taking over
the Wedding

does it feel to sit awaiting execution on one of America’s death
rows and know that you are innocent?
How does it feel to know that
men and women, inhabiting offices of power and clad in the
trappings of respectability, are
going to kill you so they can keep
pretending the American criminal justice system is just?
How does it feel to know that
the only thing standing between
you and execution is a few people
who have the resources to help
you breach the extraordinarily
high barriers put in place to help
the legal system try to avoid admitting it made a mistake?
Anthony Ray Hinton’s words,
quoted in an April 5 article of
theatlantic.com are worth focusing on: “They didn’t just take
me from my family and friends.
They had every intention of executing me for something I didn’t
do.”
The second thing I think about
whenever another exoneration is
announced is the studied silence
of the get-tough-on-crime crowd
and the death penalty advocates
who are always complaining that
the appeals process of capital
sentences is too drawn out.
If those now exonerated had
been executed “on time,” this
crowd would have declared: justice done.
The third thing I think about is
the injustice to the crimes’ victims of these wrongful convictions. The Innocence Project data
show that in the 329 cases of
DNA-proved exoneration, less
than half of the true perpetrators
of the crimes have been brought
to justice.
Finally, I’ve come to think
that all these cases prove there
are four kinds of souls inhabiting America’s death rows. There
are the correction officers, of
course. There are the men and
women who actually are guilty
of murder. There are the men and
women actually innocent of the
crimes they’ve been blamed
for or whose guilt was not actually proved at trial.
And there are, in spirit, the
death penalty advocates, hanging around like vultures waiting for the next execution, so
they can pull the tattered rags
of their self-righteousness ever
more tightly around them.
The death penalty is itself
morally repugnant, and the
growing numbers of deathrow inmates whose innocence
has been proven before they
could be executed has shown
that the process of capital punishment in America is shot
through with, not just the possibility, but the reality of griev-

ous error.So, the next time you
hear a death-penalty advocate
spouting off about its validity, ask them how many statesponsored murders of innocent
people they’re willing to take
responsibility for.
Lee A. Daniels is a longtime
journalist based in New York
City. His essay, “Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr.: The Great Provocateur,” appears in Africa’s
Peacemakers: Nobel Peace
Laureates of African Descent
(2014), published by Zed
Books. His new collection of
columns, Race Forward: Facing America’s Racial Divide
in 2014, is available at www.
amazon.com.

called college football?
When a college coach sees a
student-athlete exhibiting inappropriate behavior, why not suspend
him or boot him off the team? Duke
basketball coach, Mike Krzyzewski
kicked junior player Rasheed Sulaimon off the team never to return.
Maybe that is why Duke is “Duke.”
Some schools will put up with thugs
in cleats and shorts while others
won’t.
It is safe to say that Hernandez
had been living on the edge for a
long time. This time he finally fell

over the cliff of bad choices and
poor decisions.
I hope every coach in America
shares this story with their players.
What happened to Hernandez could
easily happen to another athlete with
promise. I have always said that the
best athletes are hanging out on the
corners of America because they
don’t have the discipline and the
self-control to be in organized team
sports.
Sometimes they slip through the
cracks like Aaron Hernandez did.
But it is not if they slip through the

cracks, it is simply how long they
stay. Hernandez didn’t stay very
long.
There are countless college
and professional teams that have
problematic players with promise.
Coaches must ask themselves if
character counts. If it counts, you
will make the necessary adjustments. If it doesn’t and you want to
win at all costs, you will do nothing.
For the Lloyd family, the pain
lingers and the torment is forever.
Tomorrow is not promised. Remember the family of Odin Lloyd.

Dear Alma,
My friend is getting married,
I’m in the wedding and I couldn’t
be happier for her. She’s not a
“big wedding” type of person,
so her mom is taking the reins to
plan a giant ceremony.
She went shopping for wedding dresses with her mom, and
they picked out a Cinderella-style
ball gown - so not her style.
As bridesmaids, we went
shopping together and found the
perfect dress for her - it’s simple
and understated, and she wants to
wear flowers in her hair. But this
dress doesn’t really go with the
formal-style wedding her mother
has planned.
How does she tell her mom
she found a “better” dress? I
think she looks beautiful regardless, and I want her to feel happy
and comfortable on her wedding
day.
But I also know that picking
this other dress will cause so
much drama with her mom (and
my friend is already trying to
avoid as much wedding drama as
possible.).
Help, Alma! How do I be a
good bridesmaid in this situation?
Bridesmaid Dilemma
Hey Bridesmaid, my advice:
stay out of it. This is not your
red wagon to pull. Even if your
friend is not a “wedding type”
person, it’s still her wedding.
She needs to clarify a few
things. Now’s the time she needs
to let her mama know, she’s no
longer wearing her training bra.
She has to be truthful with herself
and have an honest conversation
with her mother.
Oh wait, here’s something you
can do. After their discussion,
make sure you greet her with a
box of tissue or a glass of red
wine, depending on her mother’s
reaction.
Candidly speaking, she should
never have allowed her mother
to purchase a wedding dress she
didn’t like nor wanted to wear.
What was that about? There’s

something a little bit deeper here
that we’re not privy to.
But ‘anywho,’ after the discussion with her mom, she needs to
immediately gather her troops.
Your friend can call a meeting
and tell every one of her wedding
day wishes.
Yep, she’s gotta be bold, stand
tall in her wedding pumps or
bare feet and lead her wedding
party to what will be one of the
most important days of her life. If
she’s ready to get married, she’s
ready to have hard, honest adult
conversations that clearly express
her wedding day desires.
Honestly though, I’m happy
to hear that she’s not a Bridezilla,
neither was my niece Leah. She
was what you’d also call a lowkey bride as well.
My dear sister Kim passed
away when she was a teenager,
so when Leah allowed me to step
into the MOB role, you better bet
I wore that crown and girl I wore
it well, LOL. Ain’t nobody got
more mouth than me, I’m just
sayin, LOL.
Leah let me have my MOB
fun until we came to a point in
the planning process that was
make or break important to her.
During our meetings, when I
bulldozed, she sternly guided me
back to my lane.
Not in a mean way, not loud,
not argumentative, just firm and
sweet. A ‘firm and sweet’ that
required respect and reminded
me she was a grown woman.
Don’t get me wrong, when we
mothers are on a roll, it stings
like a honeybee when we are
challenged by our adult children.
But don’t you fret sweetie pie,
her mama can handle it and will
secretly applaud it.
She’ll recognize, this is where
her baby girl’s childhood ends
and her adulthood begins.
Bottom line, all her mother
really wants, is to see the joy
on her daughters face that day.
Everything else is just icing on
the wedding cake!
Alma

Aaron Hernandez: did he really fall from
grace or was it just a matter of time?
By Dr. James B. Ewers Jr.
Special to The Mississippi Link

When I think of
the New England
Patriots, I think of
Super Bowl Champions and Aaron
Hernandez. Yet for
many sports fans,
the murder trial involving the former Patriots tight end Hernandez
overshadowed any game.
The guilty verdict was unanimous against Hernandez and he will
spend the rest of his life in jail with-

out the chance of parole. He was
found guilty of killing Odin Lloyd
in 2013.
As the guilty verdict was being
read, Hernandez stood there stoic
not moving a muscle. Watching him
made me wonder if he was in shock
or if he expected the guilty verdict.
Hernandez has been around
trouble since his college days at the
University of Florida. His attitude as
a Gator was: “You can’t touch me.”
And he was right at least while he
was in college.
He was drafted by the New Eng-

land Patriots in 2010 and that is
when his life really started to spiral
out of control. He was a gifted professional football player during the
day and a thug at night.
In addition to this guilty verdict,
he has a double murder trial set for
later in the year. There are a number
of points to be made in the Hernandez case.
First, not every athlete should be
on a college campus. More stringent
background checks and monitoring
may be a solution. But will this solution help this billion dollar industry
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GS# 322-033 Hail Damage Repairs (EMER)
(Package C - MECHANICAL)
Central Mississippi Correctional Facility
Pearl, Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
		
		
Phone:		
Email:

Dean and Dean/Associates Architects, P.A.
Post Office Box 4685
440 Old Canton Road, Suite 200 Highland Bluff
Jackson, Mississippi 39296
601-939-7717
mhale@deandean.com

A deposit of $250.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director

GS# 109-217 ECM-Lighting Upgrades PH II (Re-Bid)
University Medical Center
Jackson, Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may
be obtained from:

Professional:
Address:
		
		
Phone:		
Email:		

Professional:
Address:
		
Phone:		
Email:

Watkins & O’Gwynn Consulting Electrical Engineers, P.A.
Post Office Box 16074
4523 Office Park Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39236-6074
601-982-3313
contact@watkins-ogwynn.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
by the
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
from
HUMAN RESOURCES CONSULTANTS TO PROVIDE EMPLOYEE
TRAINING
(JMAA PROJECT NO. 15-030)
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Proposals (each response, a “Proposal”) from human resources consultants,
with employee training experience, to provide onsite training at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”). The training
requested shall be as to JMAA’s compliance with JMAA’s Drug and
Alcohol use policy; the Omnibus Transportation Employee Testing Act
of 1991; the Drug Free Workplace Act of 1988; Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964; the Age Discrimination Employment Act of 1967;
and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and also general human resources training including: customer service, effective communications, team building, employee motivation, and stress management (“Services”).
JMAA will receive Proposals to perform the Services at the offices of
JMAA at Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208 until 3:00 PM central time on May 15, 2015 (“Deadline”).
Proposals received by JMAA after the Deadline will not be considered
for any reason whatsoever.
Each Respondent must submit one (1) copy of its entire Proposal (including all attachments and exhibits) in digital format. The digital copy
of the Proposal shall be submitted on CD-ROM; DVD or USB flash
drive in Adobe*.pdf (searchable) format. In addition, each Respondent
must submit four (4) paper copies of its Proposal. All four (4) paper
copies and the digital copy of the Proposal must be enclosed in a
sealed envelope or package, the outside of which must be marked
with the name of the Respondent and the following in letters at least
one (1) inch in height: “Proposal for Employee Training Services.”
Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Proposals
(“RFP”) is on file and open for public inspection at the offices of JMAA.
The Information for Respondents contains a copy of the RFP, General
Information for Respondents, Information Required from Respondents
and Criteria for Selection. Interested persons may obtain a copy of the
Information for Respondents from JMAA by contacting JMAA’s Procurement Specialist, Karen Hatten as follows:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
100 International Drive, Suite 300 (39208)
Post Office Box 98109
Jackson, Mississippi 39298-8109
Attention: Karen Hatten, Procurement Specialist
Telephone No.: (601) 939-5631, ext. 210
Facsimile No.: (601) 939-3713
E-Mail: khatten@jmaa.com

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

Legal

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
FOR
WASTEWATER CONSENT DECREE
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be
stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at which time said bids will
be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street (City
Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:
07045-052615 52,000 GVW Tandem Axle 5th Wheel Tractor
07078-052615 Three Axle Fifty (50) Ton Lowboy Trailer
07207-052615 60,000 GVW Truck-106” BBC Heavy Duty Conventional TwoAxle 12/14 Yard Dump Truck
07208-052615 60,000 GVW Truck-106” BBC Heavy Duty Conventional TwoAxle 12/14 Yard Dump Truck
76004-052615 Four Wheel Drive Backhoe Wheel Type Tractor w/Front End
Loader/Extendable
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON WEBSITE,
WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV.
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms
can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room
604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are
filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999,
1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public
Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed
Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission,
in accordance with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s
EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify
a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible contract. For more
information on the City’s EBO Program, please contact the Office of Economic
Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic
Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid
awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price
in accordance with specifications. The award could be according to the lowest
cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any
proposal. Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In
those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention is to
award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some variation thereof,
statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such
statement means the City will make that determination during the bid review.

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Advertisement for RFP
RFP 2015-09 District Assessment and Data Management Services

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sealed, written formal rfp proposals for the above rfp will be received by the
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. (Local
Prevailing Time) May 15, 2015, at which time and place they will be publicly
opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject
any and all rfps, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any
rfp if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date rfps are opened.
RFP proposal forms may be obtained free of charge by emailing Ms. Bendalonne Griffith at bgriffith@jackson.k12.ms.us. Proposal documents may be
downloaded from the RFPs & Bid Notices page on the JPS website at www.
jackson.k12.ms.us or picked up from Jackson Public School, Office of Accountability & Research, 624 S. President Street, Jackson, MS 39201.
4/30/2015

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

LEGAL

The City of Jackson, MS
hereby gives notice that its annual audited
financial report for year ended
September 30, 2014 has been completed.
Copies are available to the public at
City of Jackson, MS
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street
Suite 625
Jackson, MS 39205

A deposit of $100.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building,
Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be
available for bidders use at the bid site.

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025

or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/resources/rfprfb-center/.

Allred Architectural Group, PA
628 Washington Avenue, Suite C
Ocean Springs, Mississippi 39564
228-762-1975
hoppy@allredarchitecturalgroup.com

Glenn R. Kornbrek,
Director

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

Legal

GS# 550-012 Maintenance Storage Bldg.
Department of Marine Resources
Lyman, Mississippi

4/30/2015, 5/7/2015

The City of Jackson (City), Mississippi is requesting proposals (RFP) from qualified
firms for the purpose of selecting Consultant/Contractor(s) with which to negotiate a
Professional Service Contract for Program Management to assist the City in managing the 2013 EPA/MDEQ Wastewater Consent Decree as described in the RFP. The
proposals will be rated based on criteria including, but not limited to, the following:
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

Project approach and understanding
Related experience and capabilities of the Consultant/Contractor
for the project, including experience on similar projects
Key personnel qualifications and related experience; Organization
of proposed program team for this project (including location of personnel)
Continued availability of proposed resources for the project
Demonstrated ability to meet schedule and budget for similar projects
EBO Plan and MBE/FBE utilization.

Qualifications must be submitted to the Office of the City Clerk, 219 South President
Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 by no later than 3:30 p.m. local time, on Tuesday,
May 26, 2015.

Interested firms may obtain a copy of a detailed Request for Proposals and any addenda at no charge from the City’s website at www.jacksonms.gov and:
Terry Williamson, Consent Decree Manager
City of Jackson
Department of Public Works
Warren Hood Building
200 South President Street
Jackson, MS 39201
Phone: 601.960.1651

Proposal (one original plus five copies) and EBO Plan (one original plus two copies)
shall be submitted, stapled individually, sealed and deposited with the City Clerk, City
Hall, Jackson, Mississippi prior to the hour and date hereinbefore designated.

A MANDATORY Pre Proposal Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at
3:00 P.M., local time, in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room located on the first
floor of the Warren A. Hood Building, 200 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi
39201. Attendance by Proposers intending to submit on the project is required. All
potential Subcontractors and other interested parties are invited to attend. Following
the Pre-Proposal Meeting, a Networking Session will be held in the Andrew Jackson
Conference Room, located on the first floor of the Warren A. Hood Building, 200 South
President St., Jackson, MS, from 6:00-7:30 P.M. on May 12. All interested parties are
encouraged to attend to network with potential Proposers.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each
proposer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO)
Plan with the proposal submission, in accordance with the provisions of the City of
Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with
the City’s Executive Order shall disqualify a proposer from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportunity
Program, please contact the Division of Equal Business Opportunity at 601-960-1856.
Copies of the City of Jackson’s Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications, and a copy of
the program are available at the following location: 200 South President Street, Room
223, Jackson, Mississippi; or can be accessed from City of Jackson’s Equal Business
Opportunity webpage.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all proposers that in compliance with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4, that all proposers
will be afforded full opportunity to submit proposals in response to this invitation and
will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex,
in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of
life of its citizens, through various programs, employment, initiatives, and assistance.
The City of Jackson encourages all persons, corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City of Jackson, as well as those who seek to contract with the City
of Jackson on various projects and/or conduct business in Jackson to assist the City
of Jackson in achieving its goal by strongly considering City of Jackson residents for
employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all proposals and to waive any
informalities or irregularities therein.
Kishia L. Powell			
Director of Public Works		

Terry Williamson, Legal Counsel
Gus McCoy, Chief Administrative Officer

4/23/2015, 4/30/2015

Drivers, CDL-A:
Home EVERY Weekend!
ALL Loaded/Empty Miles Paid!
Dedicated Southeast!
Or Walk Away Lease, No Money Down.
1-855-747-6426
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

LEGAL

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Advertisement for Bids

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
AND EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
by the
JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY
for
ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING AND RELATED SERVICES –
FIFTH FLOOR ASSESSMENT AND RENOVATION AT THE JACKSON-MEDGAR WILEY EVERS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

Bid 3012 Floor Tile Removal at Barr Elementary School
Bid 3013 Interior Painting at Barr Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bids will be received by the Board
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00 P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 15,
2015, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. A Pre-Bid
Conference concerning the project will be held at Barr Elementary School, on May 07,
2015, at 2:30 P.M. for Floor Tile Removal and at 3:30 P.M. for Interior Painting. Attendance at the pre-bid conference is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board
of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to
withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date
bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications for Bid 3013-Interior Painting may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling
(601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address.

A $50.00 deposit shall be required on each set of plans and specifications for Bid
3012-Floor Tile Removal, to be refunded upon return of all documents in good condition by 5:00 p.m. the day before bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Mr. Willie Nester,
Pickering Environmental Firm, 2001 Airport Road, Suite 201, Flowood, MS 39232.
Phone: 601-956-3663, Fax: 601-956-7817
4/30/2015, 5/7/2015

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property
Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until
2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 05/28/2015 , for:

RE:

GS# 322-034 Hail Damage Repairs II (EMER) (Package C)
Central Mississippi Correctional Facility
Pearl, Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents may be obtained from:

Professional:
Address: 		
		
Phone:		
Email:

www.mississippilink.com

Landry and Lewis Architects, P.A.
5211 Old Highway 11
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39402
601-271-7711
lisa@landryandlewis.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with Instructions
to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management reserves the right to waive irregularities and to reject any or all
bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Director

(JMAA PROJECT NO. 003-15)
The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) requests Statements
of Qualifications and Expressions of Interest (each response, a “Statement of Qualifications”) to provide architectural/engineering and related
services (“Services”) to JMAA in connection with the assessment and
renovation of the Fifth Floor Office spaces of the Main Terminal Building
at Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), including
design and construction engineering services for any necessary or appropriate renovations.
JMAA will receive the Statements of Qualifications to perform the Services at the offices of JMAA at Suite 300, Main Terminal Building, JacksonMedgar Wiley Evers International Airport, 100 International Drive, Jackson, Mississippi 39208 until 5:00 p.m. on May 27, 2015 (the “Deadline”).
Each Respondent must submit one (1) copy of its entire Statement of
Qualifications (including all attachments and exhibits) in digital format.
The digital copy of the Statement of Qualifications shall be submitted on
CD-ROM or DVD in Adobe *.pdf (searchable) format. In addition, each
Respondent must submit five (5) paper copies of its Statement of Qualifications. All five (5) paper copies and the digital copy of the Proposal
must be enclosed in a sealed envelope or package, the outside of which
must be marked with the name of the Respondent(s) and with the wording: “Statement of Qualifications for Engineering Services – Assessment
and Renovation of the Fifth Floor Office Spaces at JAN”. Statements of
Qualifications received by JMAA after the Deadline will not be considered for any reason whatsoever.
Information for Respondents relating to this Request for Statements of
Qualifications and Expressions of Interest (“RFQ”) is on file and open
for public inspection at the offices of JMAA. The Information for Respondents includes a copy of the RFQ, General Information for Respondents,
General Requirements for Statements of Qualifications, Information Required from Respondents, and Criteria for Selection. A copy of the Information for Respondents may be obtained from JMAA as follows:
Attention:
Jackson Municipal Airport Authority
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Attention: Woodrow Wilson, Senior Director of Capital
Programming
Telephone: (601) 664-3536
Email: wwilson@jmaa.com or from JMAA’s website at www.jmaa.com/
RFP-RFB.htm.
JMAA will hold a pre-submittal conference relating to the Services and
the requirements of the RFQ at 1:00 p.m. on May 12, 2015 in the Community Room at JAN. Attendance at the pre- submittal conference is
mandatory for all Respondents.

Sealed, signed RFPS’ are invited and will be received by the City of
Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the RFP must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, June 2, 2015,
at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located
at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for
the following:
20491-060215

Hyper- Convergence System

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV

A pre-opening for this RFP will be held on May 13, 2015, from 2:00
PM-3:00 PM in the Andrew Jackson Conference Room, 200 South
President St. 1st Floor, Jackson, MS 39201.

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of
proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200
South President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk
for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular
Session of the Mississippi Legislature.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business
with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder
or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance
with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO
Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall
disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the
EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development
at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City reserves the right to reject any and all RFPS’. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any
RFPS’ submitted. RFPS’ awards will be made to the lowest and best
bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications.
The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the
lowest total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal.
Delivery time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal.
In those cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s
intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items,
or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included
on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will
make that determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533

4/30/2015, 5/7/2015

4/30/2015, 5/7/2015

4/30/2015, 5/7/2015
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REAL ESTATE /
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

AUCTION

At The Following Locations:

Sat., May 9, 2015 @ 9AM
Collins, MS

j a c k s o n
Bully’s Restaurant
3118 Livingston Road
cash & carry
Capitol Street and Monument Street
City
Hall
PASS
219
S
1x4President St
Garrett Office Complex
2659 Livingston Road
Dollar General
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
Dollar General
2030 N Siwell Rd
Dollar General
4331 Highway 80W
Dollar General
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
Dollar General
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
Dollar General
304 Briarwood Dr
Dollar General
2855 McDowell Rd
REAL ESTATE /
Dollar General
104 Terry RdGOING OUT OF BUSINESS
JJ Mobil
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
JSU Student union
Sat., May 9, 2015 @ 9AM
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
Collins, MS
Mr. Stacy Scottand
has decidedTrust
to discontinue his utility trailer
Liberty Bank
manufacturing business and has commissioned us to sell
2325 Livingston
his remainingRd.
inventory and to offer his prime real estate in
PASS
MS at public auction.
lumpkinsCollins,
bbq
We will be selling; tractors, new trailers, trailer parts,
182 Raymond
welders,Road
forklifts, trucks, metal, iron worker, tractor parts,
tools, tractor tires, pto shafts, blades,
McDade’stoolboxes,
Market
gearboxes, switch panels, generators, water pumps, golf
Northside Drive
ĐĂƌƚƐ͕ Ăƚǀ͛Ɛ͕ ĂŶĚ ŵƵĐŚ ŵŽƌĞ͘  tĞ ǁŝůů ĂůƐŽ ŽĨĨĞƌ ŚŝƐ ZĞĂů
EstateMarket
to include; 10 +/- fenced
McDade’s
#2in acres and 14,300 sq ft
46 Web
building (12,700 ft manufacturing and 1600 ft of office
Avenue
There will also be numerous other items from
1.58 653 Duling space).
individuals and businesses.
Picadillyother
Cafeteria
For terms & more info give us a call or visit our website at
1x4 Jackson Medical
Mall
www.thomasauctions.net
Thomas Auction and Real Estate Co
350 W Woodrow20035
Wilson
Avenue
Hwy 12 East-Kosciusko, MS 39090
Tony R Thomas MS Broker #9411 MS Lic. #180
Piggly Wiggly
662-289-7800 / 601-214-1868 / 662-417-8906
2875 McDowell Road
www.thomasauctions.net
Shell Food Mart
5492 Watkins Drive

Mr. Stacy Scott has decided to discontinue his utility trailer
manufacturing business and has commissioned us to sell
his remaining inventory and to offer his prime real estate in
Collins, MS at public auction.
We will be selling; tractors, new trailers, trailer parts,
welders, forklifts, trucks, metal, iron worker, tractor parts,
toolboxes, tools, tractor tires, pto shafts, blades,
gearboxes, switch panels, generators, water pumps, golf
ĐĂƌƚƐ͕ Ăƚǀ͛Ɛ͕ ĂŶĚ ŵƵĐŚ ŵŽƌĞ͘  tĞ ǁŝůů ĂůƐŽ ŽĨĨĞƌ ŚŝƐ ZĞĂů
Estate to include; 10 +/- fenced in acres and 14,300 sq ft
building (12,700 ft manufacturing and 1600 ft of office
space). There will also be numerous other items from
other individuals and businesses.
For terms & more info give us a call or visit our website at
www.thomasauctions.net

Thomas Auction

Thomas Auction and Real Estate Co
20035 Hwy 12 East-Kosciusko, MS 39090
Tony R Thomas MS Broker #9411 MS Lic. #180
662-289-7800 / 601-214-1868 / 662-417-8906

www.thomasauctions.net

SPORTS MEDICINE
Fortification and I-55
Two Sisters Kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
Upton tire
Countyline Road and State Street
Murphy USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell Ace Hardware
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite Aid
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite Aid
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite Aid
6075 Old Canton Rd

Satellite TV Difference

REAL ESTATE /
GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

AUCTION

48 Web
1.694
1x4

Sat., May 9, 2015 @ 9AM
Collins, MS

Mr. Stacy Scott has decided to discontinue his utility trailer
manufacturing business and has commissioned us to sell
his remaining inventory and to offer his prime real estate in
Collins, MS at public auction.
We will be selling; tractors, new trailers, trailer parts,
welders, forklifts, trucks, metal, iron worker, tractor parts,
toolboxes, tools, tractor tires, pto shafts, blades,
gearboxes, switch panels, generators, water pumps, golf
ĐĂƌƚƐ͕ Ăƚǀ͛Ɛ͕ ĂŶĚ ŵƵĐŚ ŵŽƌĞ͘  tĞ ǁŝůů ĂůƐŽ ŽĨĨĞƌ ŚŝƐ ZĞĂů
Estate to include; 10 +/- fenced in acres and 14,300 sq ft
building (12,700 ft manufacturing and 1600 ft of office
space). There will also be numerous other items from
other individuals and businesses.
For terms & more info give us a call or visit our website at
www.thomasauctions.net

AUCTION

Thomas Auction and Real Estate Co
20035 Hwy 12 East-Kosciusko, MS 39090
Tony R Thomas MS Broker #9411 MS Lic. #180
662-289-7800 / 601-214-1868 / 662-417-8906

www.thomasauctions.net

MPS

CAN T ON
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
Boutique Store
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s Store
Church Street - Canton, MS
Community Mart
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
Fryer Lane Grocery
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
Hamlin Floral Design
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Joe’s Sandwich & Grocery
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K One Stop
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
Lacy’s Insurance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Soul Set Barber Shop
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
Trailer Park Grocery
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
Dollar General
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.

HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road
VowelL’s Market Place
5777 Terry Road
C L I N T ON
Dollar General
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L AN D
Rite Aid
398 Hwy 51
T erry
Mardi Gras Café
106 West Cunningham Avenue
R a ym o n d
Hinds Community College
Welcome Center
505 E. Main Street
Sunflower Grocery
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
Love Food Mart
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
Raymond Public Library
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
Raymond City Hall
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U ti c a
Hubbard’s truck stop
Mississippi Hwy 27
Pitt Stop
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B o lt o n
Mack’s Café
103 West Madison Street
Bolton Library
Bolton City Hall

Apr26_MCAN
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Sat., May 9, 2015 @ 9AM
Collins, MS
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Call Now and Save 50%

With qualifying
packages and offers.

1-800-319-2526
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

FREE
SAME DAY
INSTALLATION
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS
Where available.

CALL TODAY INSTALLED TODAY!

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months.
All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top
250; $30 per month with America’s Top 200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with Smart Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINO Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 per month with DishLATINO Clásico; $5
per month with DishLATINO Basico. After 12-month promotional period, then-current monthly price applies and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR
LIFE: Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived for life of current account. Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming package. Qualifying programming packages are
America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services
during the promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current prices will apply unless you elect to downgrade. 6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will
apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains the property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISH within thirty days
of account deactivation or you will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a
monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper, $12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper, $12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to 3 Joey receivers available for a one-time $199
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot be combined with any other receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime and AutoHop features must be enabled by customer and are
subject to availability. With PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. AutoHop feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected,
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be
transferred. ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS: Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified
former DISH residential customers in the continental United States. You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit card. Participating retailers may require additional terms and conditions. The first month of DISH service must be paid at time of activation.
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish
antenna configuration, typical hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration and equipment testing. More complex installations may require additional fees; other installation restrictions apply. Prices valid at time of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the
terms and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective
owners. ©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax On Demand® require compatible HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO® and MAX GO® are only
accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related
marks are registered trademarks of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continue at
a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, nonproratable and nontransferable once the
season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield and Center Ice name and logo are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. All Rights Reserved.
NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS.
sponsored by boat angel outreach centers
STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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DRIVER - CDL/A
NEW PAY INCREASE
STARTING SOON!
CLASSES STARTING
EVERY MONDAY!
• No out of pocket tuition cost!
• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days
and start driving with KLLM!
WE PAY YOU WHILE YOU TRAIN!
• Refresher Course Available.
Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335 EOE
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com

REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-5229068.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

25 DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!
Learn to drive for USXpress
Earn $800 per week.
Local 15-day CDL training.
Immediate
ASK Openings!
ABOUT
HIGH
SPEED
1-800-350-7364
INTERNET

With qualifying packages and offers.

One Order, One Payment,
Over 100 Newspapers Statewide.

AS LOW AS ....

where available

mo.

FREE
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Thomas Auction and
Estate Co Services
Mississippi
Press
CHANNELSBILL! Get a
20035 Hwy 12 East-Kosciusko,
MS 39090
REDUCE YOUR PREMIUM
CABLE
48 Web
For 3 months.
Tony R Thomas601-981-3060
MS Broker #9411 MS Lic. #180
whole home satellite system installed at

mo.

Offer subject to change based on premium
channel availability.

E m p l o y m e n t-T r u c k i n g

Make the Switch to DISH
Today and Save 50%

662-289-7800 / 601-214-1868 / 662-417-8906

s

h Hopper.

Mr. Stacy Scott has decided to discontinue his utility trailer
manufacturing business and has commissioned us to sell
his remaining inventory and to offer his prime real estate in
Collins, MS at public auction.
We will be selling; tractors, new trailers, trailer parts,
welders, forklifts, trucks, metal, iron worker, tractor parts,
toolboxes, tools, tractor tires, pto shafts, blades,
gearboxes, switch panels, generators, water pumps, golf
ĐĂƌƚƐ͕ Ăƚǀ͛Ɛ͕ ĂŶĚ ŵƵĐŚ ŵŽƌĞ͘  tĞ ǁŝůů ĂůƐŽ ŽĨĨĞƌ ŚŝƐ ZĞĂů
Estate to include; 10 +/- fenced in acres and 14,300 sq ft
building (12,700 ft manufacturing and 1600 ft of office
space). There will also be numerous other items from
other individuals and businesses.
onal
romotivisit
For terms & more info give us aP callPor
rices our website at
www.thomasauctions.net
ing at only ...

www.thomasauctions.net
s
for 12 month

for 12 month

Not eligible wit
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AUCTION

1- 800 - CAR - ANGE L

Make the Switch to DISH
Today and Save 50%

INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT AUCTION.
April 30. Live and online bidding.
CNC/CMM, presses, brakes, 400 lots.
Rainbow City, AL. 256-413-0555.
www.redfieldauctiongallery.com
Mike
Fisher AU# 1911.

REAL ESTATE /
GOING OUT
OF BUSINESS
Boat
Angel
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NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-3818004.
Offer subject to change based on premium
channel availability.

FREE
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AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue,
CANADA DRUG CENTER
SAME DAY is your choice
qualifying
Boeing, NASA and others - start here with With
packages and offers.
INSTALLATION
for safe and affordable
medications. Our
hands on training for FAA certification.
IN UP TO 6 ROOMS
licensed Canadian mail
order pharmacy
Where available.
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation
will provide you with savings of up to 75
CALL TODAY Institute
of Maintenance 866-367percent on all your
medication
needs.
INSTALLED
TODAY!
2510.
Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB12015
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDoff your first prescription and free shipED! Become a Medical Office Assistant!
ping.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Offers valid through 6/10/15 and require activation of new qualifying DISH service with 24-month commitment and credit qualification. An Early Termination fee of $20 for each month remaining will apply if service is terminated during the first 24 months.
NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED!
trainAll prices, fees,
charges, packages, programming, features,Online
functionality and offers subject to change
without notice. PROGRAMMING DISCOUNT: Requires qualifying programming. Receive a discount for each of the first 12 months as follows: $35 per month with America’s Top
$19.99/mo.
250; $30 per month with America’s Top 200; $25 per month with America’s Top 120, America’s Top 120 Plus; $15 per month with SmartDIRECTV
Pack; $25 per month with DishLATINO Dos, DishLATINOStarting
Max; $20 per month with DishLATINO Plus; $15 perat
month with DishLATINO
Clásico; $5
with DishLATINO Basico. After
12-month promotionalready!
period, then-current monthly price applies
and is subject to change. You will forfeit discount in the case of a downgrade from qualifying programming or service disconnection during first 12 months. HD FREE FOR
ing can get perLIFE:month
you
job
HS
Requires qualifying programming and continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Additional $10/mo. HD fee is waived
for life of current account.
Offer is limited to channels associated with selected programming
package. Qualifying
packages are
FREE
Installation.
FREE
3 programming
months
of HBO
America’s Top 120 and above, DishLATINO Plus and above. You may forfeit free HD in the case of service disconnection. PREMIUMS FREE FOR 3 MONTHS: Receive Showtime, Starz, Blockbuster @Home and Encore free for the first 3 months. You must maintain all four movie services
Diploma/GED &
needed!
1during thePC/Internet
promotional period. Offer value $132. After 3 months, then-current
prices will apply unless you elect
to downgrade. 6 FREE MONTHS OF PROTECTION PLAN: Receive the Protection Plan free for the first 6 months. Offer value $48. After 6 months, then-current price will
SHOWTIME
FREE
apply unless you elect to downgrade. Change of Service fee will apply if you cancel the Protection Plan during the first 6 months. DIGITAL
HOME ADVANTAGE: EQUIPMENT: All equipment remains theCINEMAX,
property of DISH at all times and must be returned to DISHSTARZ.
within thirty days
888-589-9683.of account deactivation or you3.33x2
will be charged an unreturned equipment fee ranging from $100 to $400 per receiver. Lease Upgrade fees are not deposits and are non-refundable. Maximum of 6 leased receivers (supporting up to 6 total TVs) per account. You will be charged a
HD/DVR
Upgrade!
NFL
Sunday
monthly equipment rental fee for each receiver beyond the first, based on model of receiver. WHOLE-HOME HD DVR: Monthly fees: Hopper,
$12; Joey, $7, Super Joey, $10; second Hopper,
$12. First Hopper HD DVR receiver and up to2015
3 Joey receivers available for a one-time
$199
Upgrade fee. $199 Upgrade fee waived at time of service activation with subscription to America’s Top 120 and above or DishLATINO Plus and above. A second Hopper HD DVR receiver is available for a one-time Upgrade fee: $49 for a Hopper, $99 for a Hopper with Sling. With a
second Hopper HD DVR receiver, one additional Joey receiver is available for a one-time $99 Upgrade fee. Hopper and Joey receivers cannot
be combined with any other
receiver models or types. PrimeTime Anytime
and AutoHop features must be enabled
by customer and are
Included
(Select
Packages)
New
46
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With PrimeTime
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eplus tworchannels.
aWithladdition of Super Joey record twoTicket
and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording capacity varies; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 12/01/14. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected,
Customers
Only.
CALL
1-800-215-6713.
Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. On Demand availability varies based on your programming subscription. Requires Android OS 4.0 or higher to watch on an Android device and iOS 7.0 or higher to watch on iPhone or iPad. Select DVR recordings cannot be
ALL OTHER RECEIVER MODELS: Lease Upgrade fee(s) will apply for select receivers, based on model and number of receivers. Monthly DVR and receiver fees may apply. Digital Home Advantage offer is available from DISH and participating retailers for new and qualified
CAN YOU DIGtransferred.
Heavy
Equipment
DISH
NETWORK
MORE for
formerIT?
DISH residential customers
in the continental United States.
You must provide your Social Security Number and a valid major credit
card. Participating retailers may
require additional terms and conditions. The first month of–
DISH serviceGet
must be paid at time of activation.
Number of channels may decline. Local and state sales taxes and state reimbursement charges may apply. Where applicable, monthly equipment rental fees and programming are taxed separately. Standard Professional Installation includes typical installation of one single-dish
antenna configuration, typicalReceive
hook-up of an eligible receiver configuration
and equipment testing. More complex installations mayLESS!
require additional fees; other installation
restrictions apply. Prices valid at time
of activation only; additional fees will apply to upgrade after
Operator Career!
Hands-On
Starting
$19.99/month
(for 12
installation. 0 Any unreturned equipment fees will automatically be charged to your DISH account or credit or debit card provided to DISH. DISH shall determine eligibility for this offer in its sole and absolute discretion. Programming and other services provided are subject to the
and conditions of the Digital Home Advantage Customer Agreement and Residential Customer Agreement, available at www.dish.com or upon request. Blackout and other restrictions apply to sports programming. All service marks and trademarks belong to their respective
Training and terms
National
Certifications
months.)
PLUS
Bundle
(Fast
owners.
©2015 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®,
Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home
Box Office, Inc. HBO On Demand® and Cinemax
On Demand® require compatible
HD DVR receiver model. HBO GO®&
and MAX GO® SAVE
are only
accessible in the US and certain US territories where a high-speed connection is available. Minimum connection of 3 Mbps required for HD viewing on laptop. Minimum 3G connection is required for viewing on mobile devices. Some restrictions may apply. SHOWTIME and related
marks are registered trademarks of Showtime NetworksBackhoes
Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service
marks are propertyInternet
of Starz Entertainment, LLC. ESPN GamePlan,
NHL Center
Ice, NBA Leaguemore/month.)
Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick automatically continueCALL
at
Operating Bulldozers,
&
for
$15
Now
a special renewal rate each year provided DISH carries this service, unless you call to cancel prior to the start of the season. ESPN GamePlan, NHL Center Ice, NBA League Pass, ESPN Full Court and MLS Direct Kick are nonrefundable, nonproratable and nontransferable once the
season begins. NHL, the NHL Shield andJob
Center Ice name and logoPlacement.
are registered trademarks and The Game Lives Where You Do is a trademark
of the National Hockey League. NHL and NHL team marks are the property of the NHL and its teams. © NHL 2015. All Rights Reserved.
Excavators. Lifetime
1-800-319-2526.
NBA, the NBA logo and team identifications are the exclusive property of NBA Properties, Inc. © 2015. All rights reserved. © 2015 NFL Enterprises LLC. NFL and the NFL Shield design are registered trademarks of the National Football League. MLS Direct Kick is a trademark of MLS.
Sling is a registered trademark of Sling Media, Inc. All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
Veteran Benefits
Eligible! 1-866ADVERTISE STATEWIDE. Call MS Press

Call Now and Save 50%

1-800-319-2526

Services-Legal
DIVORCE WITH or WITHOUT children $125. Includes name change and
property settlement agreement. SAVE
hundreds. Fast and easy. Call 1-888733-7165, 24/7.
SERIOUSLY INJURED? Auto Accidents,
Medical Malpractice, Slip and Falls,
Dangerous Products, Wrongful Death.
Speak to a Highly Skilled Personal Injury
Attorney Now. Millions Recovered for
Clients. Call 24/7 800-287-8053.

LOW-COST

BURIAL INSURANCE
•Rates Start At Just $20 Mo.
•No Medical Exam Required
•Premiums May Never Go Up
•Most All Health Excepted
•We Shop (A) Rated Carriers
•Up to $25,000 in Coverage

Call Today to Receive Your FREE Quote!

888-352-1685

Place Your Classified
Ad
STATEWIDE
In 103 Newspapers!
To order, call your
local newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to
1 col.
1 col.
1 col.

25 words...........$210
x 2 inch.............$525
x 3 inch.............$800
x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide
Placement:
MPS can also place your ad
nationwide with convenient
one call/one bill service.
Call MPS at 601-981-3060 for
rates in other states.

16 • the mississippi link

April 30 - May 6, 2015

Jones and David win backto-back multi-events titles,
records fall on day 2 of SWAC
outdoor championships
The Mississippi Link Newswire
For the second consecutive
season, Darryl Jones and Tatiana
David captured the decathlon and
heptathlon titles in Huntsville, Ala.
at the 2015 SWAC Outdoor Track
and Field Championships April 25.
Jones scored a career-best 6,279
points while David posted a career
best in the event with a total of 4,624
points.
Sophomore Charles Hughes
placed third in the decathlon after a
battling back from the eighth spot on
day one with a total of 5,755 points.
Junior Darryl Carter jumped a
career-best 24-01 in the long jump
for a third place finish to earn the
bronze medal. Jones finished sixth
in the event with a personal best leap
of 23-04.
Marquis Prentiss qualified for the

finals in the 400m hurdles tomorrow
with a personal best time of 54.60.
On the women’s side, Dominique
Edwards placed fourth in the shot
put with a mark of 43-04.50. David
will go in with the third best time in
the 100m hurdle finals April 26 with
a time of 14.62.
Junior Brandi McCray capped
off the day with a school record best
time of 12:07.29 in the 3000m steeplechase and took the bronze medal
for the second time in her three-year
career.
Currently, the men are in fourth
place with 28 points while the women are sitting in eighth place with 22
points.
Tomorrow concludes the 2015
SWAC Outdoor Track and Field
Championships with the first event
beginning at 9 a.m.

David

Jones

www.mississippilink.com

Tigers finish 2015 SWAC
Outdoor Championships
in fourth place
Jackson State Athletics Media
HUNTSVILLE, Ala. - The
Jackson State Tigers and Lady
Tigers have completed competition at the 2015 Southwestern
Athletic Conference Outdoor
Track and Field Championships which was hosted by
Alabama A&M at Louis Crews
Stadium, April 27.
The Tigers finished 4th
overall with a total of 87
points.
Grambling
State
claimed SWAC champions
with 170 points, Texas Southern finished the meet second
with 127 points, while Prairie View was third with 125
points and Mississippi Valley
State rounded out the top five
with 86 points. Southern was
sixth (67 pts), Alcorn State
and Alabama State tied for
seventh (48), Alabama A&M
was eighth (41) and Arkansas
Pine Bluff (15) closing out the
scoring.
The Tigers claimed first
place in three events: Tamarick Johnson in the 400m dash
with a time of 46.88; Deshaun
Allen in discus with a throw of
43.78m; and the 4x100m relay
team (Carson Smith, Geoffrey
Brady, Bentrell McGee, Tamarick Johnson) with a solid time

Jackson State Track and Field team
of 40.67.
Other top performances
were from James Curtis who
came in fourth in the 1500m
run (4:07.92); D’ante Almo
came in third in the 5,000m run
(16:12.23) and the 10,000m
run (34:17.21), and placed
second in the 3000m steeplechase (9:59.93); Bentrell McGee finished the 110 hurdles
in second place (14.18) and
sixth place in both the 100m
dash (10.85) and 200m dash
(21.38); Tamarick Johnson
earned second place in the
200m dash (20.98); Deshaun
Allen finished fifth place in the

javelin throw (48.44m).
Tiger standouts, Tamarick
Johnson and Deshaun Allen, were selected to the AllSWAC First team, along with
Bentrell McGee and D’ante
Almo who were selected to the
All-SWAC Second team.
On the women’s side, the
Lady Tigers finished in 10th
place. Alabama State won the
event with 284 points, Texas
Southern placed second with
104 points, Prairie View came
in third with 100 points, Southern finished fourth with 83 and
Grambling State rounded out
the top five with 72 points.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.

www.mississippilink.com

Great spring bargains
to be found at Bailey
Avenue Garden Club
plant and garage sale

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Bailey Avenue Garden
Club announces, “Come one,
come all!” The club is inviting everyone to their plant and
garage sale, Saturday, May 2,
2015, starting at 7:30 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.
Everything will be displayed
in the vacant lot across from
Lake Hico Park’s Watkins Drive
entrance, 4704 Watkins Dr.
Plants of all varieties - hanging baskets, perennials, annuals, proven indoor and outdoor

plants cared for by Garden Club
members will be available for
sale. Prices on plants range
from $1 to $6.
The garage sale will feature a
wide selection of items, including clothing, toys, books, and
household items and offering
great garage sale prices.
Proceeds from the sales go
toward the Bailey Avenue Garden Club community service
projects.
For more information, call
601-940-6482.

For information about advertising in

The Mississippi Link
please call:
601-896-0084
or e-mail:
jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com
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Book Review:
“Reach: 40 Black Men
Speak on Living, Leading,
and
Succeeding”
Edited by Ben Jealous and Trabian Shorters,
Foreword by Russell Simmons c.2015, Atria
$15.00 / $18.00 Canada • 275 pages

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Book Reviewer
Where do you go from here?
You’ve been looking at your
life and everything around
you, and that’s the question
you’ve been asking: what
next? What will you do with
the rest of your days?
In the new book “Reach,”
edited by Ben Jealous and
Trabian Shorters, foreword by
Russell Simmons, you may
find some guidance.
What you see is what you
do.
That’s natural. Said Ben
Jealous, “…imitation has
always been the first step
for those who achieve great
things.” It’s easy to emulate
positive behavior and success,
once you see it done - which is
what you’ll find in this book.

When D’Wayne Edwards
was sixteen, he lost his beloved older brother. That, said
Edwards, “really encouraged
me to pay attention to my gift”
of drawing and design. Realize your “true potential,” he
advised.
Said actor Louis Gossett Jr.:
learn that you can play Superman.
Shaka Senghor was still a
teenager when he was sent
to prison and “was on course
to become the best predator
I could be,” until journaling
helped him look at his life and
“the most absurd stuff you can
imagine.” Write down your
thoughts, he said. Read them
and “understand that [they]
have power.”
Read, said Dr. Eddie Connor. “We’ve got to promote

Sudoku

The challenge is to fill every row across, every column down, and every
3x3 box with the digits 1 through 9. Each 1 through 9 digit must appear
only once in each row across, each column down, and each 3x3 box.

books instead of prison
bars…” Ben Jealous advised
taking risks. Learn math, said
Emmanuel Cephas.
Broadcasting executive Ron
Davenport said, “Be in the
room where the decisions are
made.”
Learn to fail, said aviator
Barrington Irving, but don’t let
it be an option. Name your future, said Van Jones. Become
involved in politics, get an
education, and cultivate empathy. Be financially literate, and
promote entrepreneurship. Be
a role model, and ask for mentors. Work collaboratively,
and lift up future generations
who come after you.
And above all, stay hopeful. Loss of hope, said Reverend Tony Lee, can “sabotage [your] faith.” Said Yusef

Shakur, “without… hope,
poverty becomes overwhelming.”
Said Senghor, “… hope,
man - hope is the saving
grace.”
Wow! Though it’s only a
few ounces of paper and ink,
“Reach” truly packs a punch.
There’s a lot of takeaway in
this book, for starters.
Editors Ben Jealous and
Trabian Shorters invited 40
black men from all walks of
life and achievement to tell
their stories and share what
helped them succeed.
While it’s natural that
there’d be some repetition,
you’ll find dozens and dozens
of short chapters to uplift and
inspire.
I loved that in this book - but
there was one thing that bears

Shorters

Jealous

mentioning: pay attention, and
you’ll start to notice that many
authors here were raised i
n fatherless households.
It truly struck me as further
proof that there are no excuses
not to succeed.
While I think anyone will be
glad they read this book, I can

definitely see it being a great
gift for any young man on his
way to high school, college, or
post-college life.
It will give him something
to think about on his path to
success. For him, “Reach” is a
great book to have, wherever
he goes.

Kam’s Top Five DVD List for April 28, 2015

© Feature Exchange

Crossword Puzzle

Cryptogram

ACROSS
1. Chums
5. Ave.’s opposite
9. Little Mermaid’s love
10. Swamp
11. Pit
12. A vacation (2 wds.)
13. Elate
15. Winter hazard
16. Castles
18. Alcohol type
21. Lager
22. National capital
26. Jump
28. Detail
29. Dickens’ “__ of Two Cities”
(2 wds.)
30. Extra
31. Healthy
32. Peak

DOWN
1. Insect
2. Bridge support
3. Cheater
4. Dialog
5. Baseball equipment
6. Musical
7. Articulate
8. Fools
10. Voting paper
14. City in Pakistan
17. A Nissan car
18. Parrot
19. Excite
20. Asian country
23. A spinning toy (2 wds.)
24. “as you __”
25. Charge card
27. Building addition
© Feature Exchange

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Tom Petty

© Feature Exchange

ENTERTAINMENT
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‘The Wire’ stars weigh in on
Baltimore; Felicia ‘Snoop’
Pearson calls for prayer

Mel B: Spice Girls
would’ve tried out for
‘America’s Got Talent’
eurweb.com
As Melanie “Mel B” Brown
prepares for next month’s season
premiere of “America’s Got Talent,” the former Spice Girl considers whether she and the rest
of her group would’ve tried out
for a talent show like AGT - had
one been around when they were
trying to get a record deal in the

mid-90s.
“Listen, us girls were knocking on everybody’s door,” Brown
told us. “So if there was a show
around that we felt we had to be
on, we would’ve definitely been
on it. Whether we would’ve been
booed or X’d is a different story,
but we would’ve been standing
there loud and proud.”
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Mel B

Taraji P. Henson reveals
Lil Kim request to guest
star on ‘Empire’

eurweb.com
Looks like Lil’ Kim has her
sights set on invading TV’s biggest
“Empire.”
Chatting with Grazia Magazine, Taraji P. Henson revealed the
Queen Bee took to Twitter to send
a direct message to her about appearing on the popular Fox show in
a guest-starring role.
Responding to the message,
Henson voiced her approval with a
revelation of her own.
“I was like, ‘trust me girl I’m
working on it. That would break
the Internet,’” Henson told Grazia. Henson			
Lil Kim
Should Lil’ Kim guest on “Empire” for the show’s second season, about the rapstress being one of the
So what say you? Would Lil’
she would be in good company as inspirations for her Cookie charac- Kim make for good TV on “EmSnoop Dogg and Mary J. Blige ter and the notion of Lil’ Kim be- pire” or would Cookie and co. be
have already appeared on season ing “Empire” bound wouldn’t be better off without a cameo from
one. Add in Henson’s confession so far-fetched.
one of rap’s biggest names?

eurweb.com
As protests turned ugly
Monday in Baltimore, several
cast members and the creator
of HBO’s “The Wire” - which
was set in and filmed around
the city - are speaking out
about the unrest following the
death of Freddie Gray, who
died after sustaining a severed
spine in police custody.
Actors Andre Royo and
Wendell Pierce both tweeted
about the crisis, while David
Simon, the former Baltimore
Sun police reporter who created the gritty police drama,
penned a lengthy article on
his personal blog.
“The anger and the selfishness and the brutality of those
claiming the right to violence
in Freddie Gray’s name needs
to cease,” Simon wrote on his
blog.
“To my Beloved city Baltimore … I feel your pain.
Stand up … rise up without
breaking down! Discipline
not Destruction,” tweeted
Royo, who played drug addict
and police informant Bubbles.
Pierce, who portrayed detective William “Bunk” Moreland, criticized the protestors. “Baltimore. These are
not protestors. These are
criminals disrespectful of
the wishes of the family and
people of good will,” he
tweeted.
“I’m watching the Fruit of
Islam, men of the Nation of
Islam attempting to stop the

Pearson
violence and working with
the police to restore calm,”
he continued.
Meanwhile Baltimore native Felicia Pearson, who
played drug dealer Felicia
“Snoop” Pearson on the series wrote on her Instagram

page: “Please pray for my
city please.”
“The Wire,” a drama about
the illegal drug trade, the
seaport system, the city government and the print news
media in Baltimore, aired on
HBO from 2002 to 2008.
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piggly wiggly
April 30 - May 6, 2015

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

110 East Academy
Canton, MS
1150 East Peace St.
Canton, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

FRESH

SOLD IN 10 LB. BAG

BONELESS
PORK TENDERLOIN
$ 99

SIMMONS

FRESH FRYER
LEG QUARTERS
$ 99

2

CATFISH
STRIPS
$
99

5

PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

25

PER LB.

FRESH

5 LB. BAG

FRESH 18 PIECE

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

WESTERN STYLE
PORK RIBS

VARIETY PACK
CHICKEN

$ 99

$ 59

$ 59

5

PER LB.

FRESH

SIRLOIN
PORK CHIOPS

1

FAMILY PACK PER LB.

$ 19

1

HAMBURGER
HELPER

/5
EACH

5 $

SIRLOIN TIP
ROAST

15

4

10 LB. BOX

PER LB.

99

$ 49

VEGETABLE OIL

FRITO LAY
DORITOS

5

GALLON JUG

$ 99

/5

9.2 - 10.5 OZ. BAG

2 $

FRESH PRODUCE
SWEET IMPORTED

CANTALOUPES

/4

/4

TROPICAL SWEET

MANGOS

¢

FRESH FANCY ZUCCHINI

SQUASH

99
PER LB.

¢

PIGGLY WIGGLY BUTTER ME NOT

10 CT. .....................................
BORDEN'S BLOCK OR SHREDDED

8 OZ. PKG. ................................

GALLON ....................................
SELECT VARIETIES

PICTSWEET
4$
VEGETABLES
...............................
12 OZ. PKG.

/5

MRS. PAUL'S

FISH STICKS OR
$ 99
FISH FILLETS
.............................

2
EDWARDS PIES $499
SELECT VARITIES

2 $

2 $

$ 59
MARGARINE
................................

1O.1 - 11.4 OZ.

EACH

1 LB. BAG

1
¢
BISCUITS
79
2$
CHEESE
/4
ORANGE JUICE $299
PIGGLY WIGGLY SPREAD

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SAVE ON

PIGGLY WIGGLY

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

45 OZ. TUB

U.S.D.A CHOICE BEEF

PORK
RIBLETS

NATURE'S GREENS

79

PER LB.

FROZEN

COLLARD, TURNIP,
MUSTARD OR KALE

EACH

1

FAMILY PACK PER LB.

$

SELECT FLAVORS

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

25.5 - 36 OZ. ..............................
AUNT JEMIMA

FRESH FANCY YELLOW

SQUASH

99
PER LB.

¢

FRENCH TOAST,
PANCAKE OR
2$
WAFFLES
............................
12.5 - 17.8 OZ.

/4

ASSORTED

TOTINO'S
PIZZA.............................
ROLLS $ 99
17.4 - 19.8 OZ.

2

