
The Save-A-Lot Corner at McDow-
ell and Suncrest became a hotspot for 
Business Ministerial Alliance of Mis-
sissippi (BMA) as they rallied against 
senseless killings of youths April 24.

Along with the 100 Concerned Cler-
gy of Jackson and Heal the City Coali-
tion, the Alliance came boldly before 
several hundred residents in defiance of 
apathy and complacency. Their stance 
positively appealed to men in the com-
munity to actively hold youth account-
able for committing violence. They 
devoted special attention to the recent 
killing of the 17-year-old youth who 
was murdered on Ventura Dr. in South 
Jackson.

Organizers emphasized that a good 
community is one that does not abuse 
its members, but protects and cares for 
them.

“We have to protect our babies. We 
need to take a stronger stand. The black 
community is the only community that 

destroys each other. We’ve got to wake 
up as a culture. We’ve got to teach our 
babies about the Lord. We’ve given up 
on our children. We haven’t decided 
to give our children to the Lord,” said 
Martez Hopkins of Knowledge Camp 
University.

Chief Lee Vance called for driving 
drugs and guns out of the community. 
“A lot of our 14, 15, 16 and 17-year-
old kids are lighting up on wet [dope]. 
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May 2 Municipal Elections

This week is the home stretch for 
candidates running in municipal elec-
tions across the state. Voters will go to 
the polls, Tuesday, May 2, and cast bal-
lots.

In Jackson, nine Democrats and two 
Republicans will appear on the ballot for 
mayor, while several are vying for coun-
cil races and party committee seats.

Tony Yarber, the incumbent mayor, 
faces, according to polls, four major 
contenders: New Horizon Ministries 

Executive Director Ronnie Crudup Jr., 
Hinds County Supervisor Robert Gra-
ham, State Senator John Horhn and 
Attorney Chokwe Antar Lumumba; 
and four second tier candidates: Sidney 
Gladney, Monroe Jackson, Jessie Jones  
and Brian Reynolds for the Democratic 
nomination for mayor. There are two 
Republican candidates Walter Slone 
and Jason Wells.

Chances are a runoff election will be 
necessary and that will take place Tues-
day, May 16. The general election is in 
June.

All city council seats are up for grabs 
and we know for sure of the seven 
wards, two of them (6/7) will have new 
representatives as the incumbents de-
cided not to seek reelection.

Tough decisions will have to be made 
starting July 1 when the next adminis-
tration is seated.

If you’re still undecided at this point, 
you have one last opportunity to see all 
of the candidates together at the League 
of Women Voters’ forum Friday, April 
28, 6 p.m. at the Mississippi College 
School of Law.

By Othor Cain
Editor

Next week…you decide

Ward 6 Council candidates engage in forum.

Business Ministerial Alliance rallies 
for peace, justice and prevention

Rally
Continued on page 5

When voters in City Council Ward 
6 go to the polls Tuesday they will 
elect someone new to represent their 
area of South Jackson since their cur-
rent councilman is not seeking re-
election.

Ward 6 residents heard Monday 
evening from four of the seven candi-
dates in the running to replace Coun-
cilman Tyrone Hendrix. Candidates 
attending a forum at Apostolic Res-
toration Ministry on McDowell Road 
included Lee A. Bernard Jr., Jonathan 
Cottrell, Shabaka Harrison and Rev. 
Ernest Slaughter Sr. Absent were can-
didates Aaron Banks, Antonio Porter 
and Lacurtis Powell.

Hendrix called the forum, attended 
by about 80 people, “a very important 

process in choosing our next repre-
sentative.”

Moderator Othor Cain said “city 
council races are, in my mind, more 
important than the mayor’s race” 
because of the connectivity council 
members have to the communities 
they serve.

With questions of his own and oth-
ers from the audience Cain cut to the 
chase asking candidates for responses 
on redistricting efforts, understanding 
of how city government operates and 
understanding of the city’s budget.

Candidates were asked if they sup-
ported a redistricting of city wards in 
2020 to make them more compact and 
to assure two wards remain in South 
Jackson. There are now four wards 

Hinds County District attorney 
Robert Shuler Smith was invited to 
attend the 2017 urban elected pros-
ecutors summit, which was held in 
Atlanta, Georgia April 19-21, 2017. 
The meeting featured approximately 
24 of the most influential African-
American elected prosecutors in the 
United states.

The summit also featured pulitzer 
prize journalists from the Washington 
Post, law enforcement officials, At-
lanta Mayor Kasim Reed, and other 
prominent leaders.

Smith was personally invited by 
District Attorneys Paul Howard and 
Kimberly Worthy, Atlanta and De-
troit district attorneys, respectively.

Smith said that he was delighted 

to join the select number of elected 
officials to discuss the urban agenda. 
“It is critical for like-minded leaders 
to mobilize and discuss issues that 
particularly affect African-American 
leaders and urban America. One of 
the most important issues throughout 
this country is the challenge we face 
as minority prosecutors in the crimi-
nal justice system. Numerous discus-
sions were held on moving forward 
in implementing best practices that 
will enhance public safety, and dispel 
many of the myths attributed to pros-
ecutors,” said Shuler smith.

The summit also featured a lun-
cheon award ceremony to celebrate 
Congressman John Lewis, who re-
ceived the Fulton County District At-
torney’s Office Headlight Award.

Ward 6
Continued on page 5

Wards 6 residents looking 
for someone new to 

represent South Jackson

Hinds DA attends National 
Prosecutors Summit

Book Review:
Jake the Fake 
Keeps It Real

Interview:
Sleight

After blocking 
Obama’s SCOTUS pick, 
Senate Republicans 
confirm Gorsuch
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By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Chief Lee Vance called for straying youth to clean up their lives and to get an education. 
PHOTO BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Hinds County DA Robert Shuler Smith, third from right.

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer
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A city-wide Jackson, Miss. ob-
servance of the 66th Annual Na-
tional Day of Prayer will be held 
from 4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 4, at the south steps of the 
State Capitol in conjunction with 
gatherings across the nation.

From 12 noon-4 p.m. praise, 
worship and scripture reading 
will be held prior to the main 
prayer program.

It is open to all citizens and 
will include prayers offered by 
Governor Bryant, Secretary of 
State Delbert Hosemann, other 
dignitaries, local citizens and 
pastors focusing on government, 
education, military, business, 
media/entertainment, church, 
and family.

We encourage all Jackson 
citizens to bring your families, 
friends, churches, lawn chairs, 
and water. Let us come humbly 
before God Almighty to ask him 
to hear us, forgive us and heal us 
in the spirit of unity and oneness.

National Day of Prayer theme 

for the 2017 observance is “For 
Your Great Name’s Sake: Hear 
Us. Forgive Us. Heal Us!” and is 
based on Daniel 9:19.

The National Day of Prayer 
tradition predates the founding 
of the United States of America, 
evidenced by the Continental 
Congress’ proclamation in 1775 
setting aside a day of prayer.

In 1952, Congress established 
an annual day of prayer in public 
law by a joint resolution of Con-
gress signed by President Harry 
Truman. In 1988 that law was 
amended, designating the Na-
tional Day of Prayer as the first 
Thursday in May.

It states that “The President 
shall issue each year a proclama-
tion designating the first Thurs-
day in May as a National Day of 
Prayer on which the people of the 
United States may turn to God in 
prayer.”

Best-selling, award-winning 
author and speaker and founder 
and president of AnGeL Minis-
tries, Anne Graham Lotz, serves 

as the chairperson of the National 
Day of Prayer, and will give the 
keynote address at the National 
Observance in Washington, D.C 
May 4, 2017.

This day has become a na-
tional observance placed on all 
Hallmark calendars and observed 
annually across the nation and in 
Washington, D.C. 

Every year, local, state, and 
federal observances are held 
from sunrise in Maine to sunset 
in Hawaii, uniting Americans 
from all socio-economic, po-
litical and ethnic backgrounds in 
prayer for our nation.

It is estimated that over two 
million people attended more 
than 30,000 observances – orga-
nized by approximately 40,000 
volunteers.

At state capitols, county court 
houses, on the steps of city 
halls, and in schools, businesses, 
churches and homes, people stop 
their activities and gather for 
prayer the first Thursday of May 
each year.
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Honoring Islamic Heritage Month, professionals 
sat at the table in The Margaret Walker Center in Ayer 
Hall at Jackson State University and tackled issues 
related to Islamophobia and anti-black violence April 
20.

Among the panelists were Maryam Abdur-Rah-
maan, education coordinator at the International Mu-
seum of Muslim Cultures; Jed Oppenheim, program 
officer at the W.K. Kellogg Foundation; Dr. Ber-
throne Mock-Muhammad, a Jackson cardiologist; 
and Robert Luckett, the director of MWC. Sakinah 
Abdur-Rashied, a JSU foreign languages instructor 
was the moderator. 

Abdur-Rahmann shared myths about Islamic faith 
and religion. Some included: (1) Islamic faith is infe-
rior to American values; (2) Islamic religion is one of 
hate; and (3) Muslims weren’t present when the civil 
rights movement occurred.

The education coordinator concluded the follow-
ing about these myths. America is a country replete 
with numerous faiths. Despite their faiths, individuals 
practice American citizenry. Islamic religion prac-
tices love but speaks against society’s social ills. One 
third of the slaves who were brought to America were 
Muslim.

The reflective discussion shifted to the current 
movements in America that support the protection 
and rights of the oppressed and marginalized. In that 
vein discussants seemed to agree that all oppressed 
persons should ban together to defeat the American 
power structure.

“Anti-black violence has a long history in America. 
The Black Lives Matter Movement is a natural exten-
sion of the modern civil rights movement. The system 
of white power is rooted in violence,” noted Luckett.

Luckett continued, “Jim Crow comes in politi-
cal, social and economic control, all about asserting 
power. When the Mississippi Constitution was cre-
ated, every southern state adopted that same consti-
tution. Voter registration is duplicated throughout the 
south. So the historic, systemic structure is to main-
tain power.”

Mock-Muhammad chimed in that violence and 
aggression may be imposed by things in the envi-
ronment. “A violent person can have a nutritional or 
medical defect. So the first consideration would be 
are there things here that we can treat? Via hormones, 
we’re wired to be violent and wired to be nonviolent. 
Environmental influences are linked to education and 
spiritual encounters.” Mock-Muhammad added that 
anti-black violence is linked to one’s self and com-
munity.

In support of his claim, Mock-Muhammad refer-
enced biblical scripture when he said, “The curse of 
Ham has led to misrepresentation of black lives. In-
ternally, individuals do things to themselves. There’s 
a historical deficit of information lurking in America.”

On the other hand, the cardiologist declared: “The 
month of April is Islamic Heritage Month in Jackson, 
but Confederate White Month in Mississippi. So that 
says it all.”

Panelists and audience members agreed that edu-
cation often plays school. If that school is designed 
for conformity, students are told they’re in school to 
get a job and told to not ask questions. When these 
things occur, students may not critically examine 
their surroundings. Conclusion of this matter is that 
the student who does not ask questions assumes an 
expected role. This results in the need to deconstruct 
such a pattern.

Emphasis was placed on the need to internalize rac-
ism and bigotry within the school system. Once they 
are recognized, the responsibility of those engaged in 
teaching is to counter against them.

Presider Abdur-Rashied reminded the crowd that 
constructivist theory allows the child to make sense 
out of his/her own reality. She said it is because of this 
that “We have to tackle the problem.”

Okolo Rashid, co-founder/board chair and direc-
tor of Islamic Thought Institute at IMMC of Jackson, 
contended that making sense of reality moves beyond 
children to adults as well as all marginalized groups. 
“A community must understand that there is just one 
God, one humanity. Many of the American ideas 
come from Mohammad who put different cultural 

groups together. There are two leaders representing  
inner dignity and outer consciousness – Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and Elijah Mohammad must come to-
gether,” she stated.

Attendees were asked to assess the session. Com-
munity member Treshika Melvin commented: “I 
thought that each of the panelists provided a unique 
and informative perspective to the topic, and I defi-
nitely know that the discussion could have continued 
for hours. I hope that there will be future events to 
continue unpacking this topic, especially in terms of 
the intersectionality of Anti-black violence and Is-
lamophobia. I think these conversations are critical in 
addressing our intertwined oppressions and identify-
ing ways to transform the world around us.”

JSU alum Victor Nasir Terry responded, “My only 
concern was that the identities of black and Muslim 
were separated – leaving the entire community of 
black Muslims silenced and erased from the conver-
sation. To really address anti-blackness and Islamo-
phobia we must focus our efforts on the most vul-
nerable people within the Islamic Community, black 
Muslims.”

Concerns may be addressed to Margaret Walker 
Center at www.jsums.edu/margaretwalkercenter or 
call 601-979-3935.
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LR JSU alum Victor Nasir Terry expresses to panelist 
Dr. Berthrone Mock-Muhammad his disappointment of 
black Muslims being silenced from the conversation.

LR Robert Luckett, director Margaret Walker Center; 
Dr. Berthrone Mock-Muhammad, Mohammad Abdur-
Rahmaan, Education Project coordinator, International 
Museum of Muslim Cultures; Maryam Abdur-Rahmaan, 
education coordinator, International Museum of Mus-
lim Cultures; and Jed Oppenheim, program officer, 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

Okolo Rashid, co-founder/board chair and director, 
Islamic Thought Institute at International Museum of 
Muslim Cultures, Jackson, Miss.
PHOTOS BY JANICE NEAL-VINCENT

Social justice and alignment 
activists discuss the 
entanglement of Islamophobia 
and anti-black violence
By Janice K. Neal-Vincent
Contributing Writer

Shearer is honest, reliable 
and respectful. She can 
always be counted on 
to conduct herself in a 
businesslike manner. 
She completes her job 
assignments with little 
supervision and puts in a 
hard day’s work without 
complaining.

This fall Nyah will begin 
a new journey in the 
SEC with the Lady 
Bulldog in Starkville, 
Miss. where she will 
major in kinesiology. 
On behalf of the HCSD 
Board of Education, we 
congratulate Nyah Tate on 
her academic and athletic 
accomplishments.

Hinds County Career &Technical Center Chapter of 
DECA received the AT&T/DECA “Digital You” grant. 
In fulfillment of part of the grant the students gave 
presentations to middle schools and a retirement 
home. Hinds County Chapter of DECA chose Riggs 
Manor. The students gave a presentation on “how 
to use a tablet or a smartphone.” They also took 
fruit cups, a variety of juices, and granola bars as 
snacks. The residents enjoyed the presentation 
and asked the students to come back after their 
International Career Development Conference. 
The four student presenters will be traveling to 
Anaheim, California April 25-30 for competition and 
to meet Diane Prune form National DECA. AT&T 
local officials Betty Byrd and Felicia Burse have 
been instrumental in volunteering and assisting the 
students.

Nyah’s Academic Achievements:
• Ranked in the top 10 percent of students in her 2017 

graduating class
• Maintained a 4.1 GPA 
• ACT score 25
• Member of the National Beta Club since 2013
• Member of the National Honor Society since 2014

Nyah’s Athletic Accolades:
• Three-time Clarion Ledger Dandy Dozen Player 

selection
• 2016 North-South All-Star Game selection
• 2017 First Team All-State
• 2017 Mississippi-Alabama All-Star Game selection
• Ranked 66th in the nation by the All-Star Girls Report
• 2017 McDonald’s All-American nominee
• 2017 Lindy Callahan Athletic Scholar Award nominee
• Mississippi State University Basketball signee

Pictured L-R: Caitlin Carson, Kiara Jefferson, Mya 
Herrington and Cayla Body from THS

Hinds County School 
District Weekly Update

Catherine Shearer, teacher assistant at Carver Middle 
School, recognized as Employee of the Month!

Nyah Tate recognized by Hinds 
County School District Board 

for her accomplishments

Hinds County School District 
Career & Technical Center Chapter 

of DECA visits Riggs Manor



throughout South Jackson.
Cottrell said he would like 

more information on the pro-
cess. “I support it so people can 
understand where they live and 
vote,” Cottrell said. “Lots of 
people don’t understand.”

Harrison said he would listen 
to voters, while Slaughter said 
he would not oppose it. “I think 
each ward should be divided by 
the number of people,” Slaugh-
ter said.

As for their main areas of fo-
cus, all candidates said tracking 
the city’s budget and approval 
of the budget are of concern. All 
said they are interested in serv-
ing on the budget committee, 
among others. However, when 
asked what the city’s budget is, 
none of the candidates gave the 
correct amount – $350 million 
annually. Some went too high, 
some too low.

Two candidates expressed 
interests in other city council 
committees. For Harrison, it 

is education and the water de-
partment; Cottrell said educa-
tion and parks and recreation; 
Slaughter said infrastructure re-
pairs must take priority.

Asked why they are run-
ning for the Ward 6 position, 
Slaughter said “I have sat back 
in Ward 6 for 25 years, now I 
am running to be a voice of the 
people.” Slaughter started New 
Cannery Creek M.B. Church on 
McClure Road 24 years ago.

Bernard said he is a fourth-

generation of Bernards in the 
city. “I am now retired so I 
have the time to devote to help-
ing our city,” said Bernard. He 
says he spent years working in 
the corporate world and could 
bring expertise on budgeting 
and management. He spent 23 
years with Nabisco, leaving as 
comptroller, and then with Bank 
of America.

Harrison, who has run for of-
fice three times before, said he 
saw Hendrix’s run make people 

have a different perspective of 
South Jackson.

Cottrell, who has ownership 
interests in a convenience store 
and warehouse said: “This is 
not something to build a resume 
on. I see my daughters having 
to dodge potholes as they walk 
down a street.” He added that 
blight and dilapidation through-
out his ward are issues he wants 
to address.

The moderator asked if the 
candidates would support an 

ordinance to criminalize dilapi-
dated properties and hold prop-
erty owners responsible?

Harrison said he would find a 
cheaper, easier way to deal with 
such properties.

Cottrell said, “I’m with it. 
We have a lot of reserve offi-
cers who can help with getting 
properties cleaned up.” He sug-
gested having property owners 
pay for cleanup.

Bernard and Slaughter agreed 
property owners should be held 
accountable.

Candidates all recognized 
the city’s infrastructure issues 
– aged pipes and water system 
– but offered no concrete rem-
edies. Bernard suggested keep-
ing better track of maintenance 
timetables to make sure repairs 
are done on schedule.

All wanted more information 
on the use of the one percent 
sales tax revenues which are 
supposed to go to infrastructure 
repairs.

As for their personal efforts in 
the ward, Slaughter, in addition 
to his church ministry, men-
tors students at Provine High 
School; Bernard is president of 
his neighborhood association; 
Cottrell works with families in 
his neighborhood; and Harrison 
works with children to improve 
their reading skills.

The forum was organized 
by Lanford Porter of Apostolic 
Restoration Ministry and outgo-
ing Councilman Hendrix.

Hendrix encouraged candi-
dates to do their homework on 
the operation of the city. “This 
is a huge job, a huge undertak-
ing,” Hendrix said. “Every de-
cision you make affects another 
project. The budget is every-
thing for our council. The may-
or has the power, we have the 
influence.”

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at (601) 260-4232, 
(601) 454-0372 or srjones13@
gmail.com.

Rally
Continued from page 1

We’ve got to convince young 
people that another young man’s 
life matters. There’s nothing but 
destruction in dope and a gun.”

Vance encouraged youth who 
were straying to change the di-
rection of their lives. He said to 
parents and the community, “We 
can’t hold up for them when 
they’re wrong. We must instill 
pride. As men we must put in 
their heads that they have got to 
get educated,” he charged.

Rev. Kevin Clayton of New 
Mount Zion called for unity. “We 
are better than this. Now if you 
go to the park, you have to have a 
weapon. I left the club and went 
to the church. Politicians, we’re 
not relying on you anymore. 
We’re taking our streets back one 
by one. We, the clergy, are stand-
ing with the community.”

Rev. Hosea Hines of Christ 
Tabernacle Church, called upon 
members of the cloth. “My chal-

lenge is to the clergy. We have 
to move from the church house 
to the street,” he said. He then 
asked the crowd to support their 
pastor. “These are men and 
women of God that God has ap-
pointed to help our city. Get be-
hind your pastor. Support your 
pastor. Pray for your pastor. Pro-

tect your pastor,” he insisted.
Hines then directed onlookers 

to the voice of God. “God wants 
us all to take this vigil personal-
ly. Mothers are crying. Children 
are fatherless and motherless. 
Sparing no one present, the min-
ister admonished, “Tell every-
body, ‘Do your job.’”

Leading the audience in a 
chant, Hines said, “If you see 
something, say something. Say 
I will stand up. I am not afraid. 
Jackson matters. Men of Jack-
son, stand up.”

Then singer, arranger and 
composer Vergia Towner-Dish-
mon was called upon to engage 

the crowd. She soulfully led 
them in the familiar tune ‘Vic-
tory Is Mine.’

“There are more wonder-
ful people across Jackson than 
people causing trouble,” stated 
Bishop Ronnie Crudup Sr. of 
New Horizon Church Interna-
tional prior to closing the rally 
in prayer.

The club Hot Pursuit was 
among those who rallied. In his 
public persona Slim, president/
founder, expressed: “I want the 
people to see that bikers do a lot 
for the community. We’re not a 
gang, we’re a club, an organiza-
tion, trying to change the image 
of bikers by supporting the com-
munity. Our main focus is posi-
tive role modeling for youth. 
We emphasize having pride by 
taking care of property and mak-
ing sure that crime and drugs are 
free from the community.”

Slim maintained that he 

wears his Hot Pursuit uniform 
daily. The club, composed of 
18 members, does four commu-
nity events annually. Some of 
their projects include engaging 
through Habitat for Humanity, 
Toys for Tots and feeding the 
homeless.

South Jackson residents 
James and Stella Coleman were 
also at the rally. “I feel the rally 
is great and should be continued 
because it gives those of us in 
South Jackson structure,” said 
James.

“It sets the pace for unity. It 
also shows that Jackson is not all 
lost. Getting involved with the 
people and pouring back into the 
community gives them hope,” 
Stella interjected.

Inquiries can be made by call-
ing EOI Media 601-951-9377; 
Tracie 769-300-1016; or Slim  
601-720-6764 or email: dow-
hatitdoslim240@yahoo.com.
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Ward 6
Continued from page 1

Rev. Hosea Hines of Christ Taber-
nacle Church calls for clergy and 
community to take a personal 
stand against violence. 

Bishop Ronnie Crudup Sr. acknowl-
edges the majority of Jackson resi-
dents who are striving daily to make 
it a wonderful dwelling place.

Rev. Kevin Clayton of New Mount 
Zion Church calls for unification 
and taking the streets back. PHO-
TOS BY JANICE K. NEAL-VINCENT

Othor Cain (standing) presents questions to candidates.
Councilman Tyrone Hendrix makes 
his final address.
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Jackson Public Schools Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps 
(JROTC) conducted its 30th An-
nual Cadet Pass In Review cer-
emony April 5 at Hughes Field. 
Approximately 1,000 students 
from the seven high schools 
within JPS took part in the for-
mal inspection ceremony.

This year, middle school stu-
dents from the newly established 
Junior Cadet Corps of the Pow-
ell Academy of Military Science 
also participated.

Interim Superintendent Fred-
drick Murray and Col. Chris 
Gillard, assistant public safety 
commissioner and director of 
the Mississippi Highway Safety 
Patrol, conducted the inspec-
tion of cadets. Making up the 
Review party, along with Mur-
ray and Gillard, were Col. Rod-
ney Harris, deputy commander, 
66th Troop Command, Missis-
sippi Army National Guard; John 
Lewis, JROTC bureau direc-
tor, Mississippi Department of 
Education; and Col. (Ret.) Paul 
L. Willis, director, JPS JROTC 
Army Instruction.

“Be focused and driven not 
saying you want to make a dif-
ference, but by becoming the dif-
ference,” said Gillard. “Don’t be 
afraid to step out of your comfort 
zone, and never allow anyone 
to steal your focus or kill your 
dreams.”

The program opened with a 
ceremonial parade, giving the 
cadets an opportunity to express 
pride in their school, pride in the 
JPS Corps of Cadets and national 
pride.

The Pass in Review ceremony 
was planned and executed by ca-
dets and the recently announced 

Cadets of the Year performed all 
the key leadership roles in this 
ceremony.

Top JROTC cadet Kayla Pip-
pins of Callaway, the 2017 JPS 
Cadet of the Year, served as Bri-
gade Commander, with the sup-
port of the cadet command staff:

C/COL Kayla Pippins, Calla-
way

C/LTC RaQuan Young, Wing-
field

C/MAJ N’Waynah Littleton, 
Jim Hill

C/MAJ Alexandria Johnson, 
Povine

C/LTC Adrianna Cooper, 

Murrah
C/LTC Tiffany Bryant, Lanier
C/LTC Mike Ragsdale, 

Provine
C/MAJ Tasha Conerly, Forest 

Hill
C/CSM Toni Tario, Callaway
The hour-long ceremony in-

cluded Honors to the Nation, In-
troduction of Cadet Battalions, 
Presentation of Awards, and In-
spection of Cadets.

The Scholastic Excellence 
Award recipients were:

C/LTC Tiffany Bryant, Lanier
C/MAJ Kiara Smith, Murrah
C/ILT Shamia Thompson, 

Wingfield
C/LTC Mikala Sims, Callaway
C/MAJ Tasha Conerly, Forest 

Hill
C/ILT Carmen Younger, 

Provine
C/MAJ N’Waynah Littleton, 

Jim Hill
The Academic Excellence 

Award was given to Cadet/Pvt. 
Christopher Washington of Pow-
ell Middle school.

The JPS JROTC Program is the 
largest in the state of Mississippi 
and among the largest in this re-
gion, which consists of Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia and Louisiana. 

The Army JROTC Program in 
JPS has been developed against 
a historical background of almost 
81 years of experience. The first 
JROTC Program in Jackson was 
started at Central High School 
in l936. Since then, thousands of 
students have been exposed to 
the ideals of leadership, charac-
ter development and citizenship 
training provided by JROTC. 

With current enrollment 
at nearly 1,950 students, JPS 
JROTC is striving to continue a 
legacy of excellence in preparing 
young people for successful liv-
ing.

JPS JROTC hosts 30th Annual 
Cadet Pass In Review ceremony

Mississippi Link Newswire

Jackson Public Schools an-
nounced that Shalonda Cole-
man of Bates Elementary 
School is the 2017 JPS Parent 
of the Year. Thea Faulkner, di-
rector of Partners in Education 
made the announcement dur-
ing the April 18 School Board 
meeting. Two finalists were 
also recognized. Alisa Hughes 
is the parent of a student at Si-
well Academy of Leadership, 
and Erica Gibson has a stu-
dent at Northwest IB Middle 
School.

Coleman is the mother of a 
fourth-grade student at Bates 
and a college student enrolled 
at Jackson State University. 
She works for the Mississippi 
Department of Education in 
the Office of Healthy Schools. 
She believes that when parents 
are involved in their children’s 
education, children succeed at 
higher rates.

Coleman encourages the 
staff to stay in contact with 
her about needs that any of 
the students or staff may have. 

She is an active member of the 
school’s PTA. She attends and 
supports all school activities.

Coleman is dedicated to im-

proving student health. She 
donated a series of books to 
all libraries that educate stu-
dents about chronic illnesses. 

She helped the school get a 
schoolwide physical education 
program, “Move to Learn.”

More highlights of Cole-
man’s school and community 
service include:

Serving girl students in Pre-
cious Pearls at Bates as a chap-
erone, fundraiserp and facili-
tator.

Donating water bottles and 
magnets and other teacher ap-
preciation items.

Promoting oral health by 
providing brushing tips, tooth-
brushes and toothpaste kits to 
students.

Assisting in getting resourc-
es for the Boys and Girls Club 
of Central Mississippi.

Coordinated volunteers to 
paint, landscape, and clean as 
part of Comcast Cares Day.

“Ms. Coleman is a phenom-
enal parent,” said Bates Prin-
cipal Stephen Johnson. “She 
steps in to support not only 

her child but the other 349 stu-
dents that we serve on a daily 
basis. I can truly say that she 
shows no favorites. She treats 
all students as if they were her 
own.”

The Parent of the Year and 
both finalists received gifts 
from each of their schools. 
The Residence Inn by Mar-
riott, the District at Eastover 
also provided these outstand-
ing parents a complimentary 
stay at their new hotel.

As Parent of the Year, Cole-
man receiveda Parent of the 
Year plaque provided by 
BankPlus, passes to the Mis-
sissippi Children’s Museum, a 
$50 restaurant gift card com-
pliments of the Residence Inn 
by Marriott, the District at 
Eastover.

Coleman will represent the 
District in the Mississippi De-
partment of Education Parent 
of the Year competition.

JPS chooses health advocate 
for 2017 Parent of the Year

Mississippi Link Newswire

(From left) Freddrick Murray, JPS interim superintendent; Shalonda Coleman, 2017 JPS Parent of the Year and 
Beneta Burt, board president

2017 JROTC Cadet Pass In Review parade 2017 JROTC Brigade Staff



Students vying for Student 
Government Association posi-
tions at Alcorn State University 
tend to be very creative with 
their campaign announcements. 
Dozens of flyers encouraging 
their peers to vote for them 
can be seen anywhere from the 
campus green to elevators in 
the University’s buildings. Sh-
emesha Martin, a Goodman, 
Mississippi native and newly 
crowned Miss Senior 2017-
2018, took her campaign pitch 
to the next level with a video 
that was inspired by the popular 
90s sitcom, “Martin.”

“My campaign manager, 
Shaquana Sardin, came up with 
the idea to do a campaign video 
with the show’s introduction,” 
said Martin, a biology/pre-den-
tistry major. “I thought it was a 
great idea because I really like 
the show. So from there, I used 
the name of the show’s radio 
station, WZUP, as an acronym 
for my campaign slogan, which 
is Working Zestfully Unto Pro-
gression. That’s the purpose of 
my campaign.”

The video, which features 
Martin’s friend, Jacobi Holt on 
the vocals, gained instant popu-
larity on social media. She was 
even featured on the Huffington 
Post’s website. She said that the 
reactions from her friends and 

family were priceless.
“It feels good to know that a 

lot of people liked it and was in-
terested in it enough to share it 
on social media. There were so 
many positive reactions to the 
video. I didn’t see any negative 
reactions.”

Now that Martin has as-
sumed her position, she’s look-
ing forward to planning events 
that she believes the student 
body would enjoy and appreci-
ate.

“I want to get the student 
body involved in planning cam-
pus activities by forming and 
passing out surveys. That way, 
I can see what the students are 
most interested in. I would also 
like to motivate graduating se-
niors by bringing life coaches 
on campus to give advice on 
finding jobs and making money 
after college.”

The Blue Bengal Athletic 
Association, a booster club or-
ganization supporting all Tiger 
sports, showed its true col-
ors Tuesday by presenting a 
$10,000 check to Jackson State 
University as part of an ongoing 
campus-wide fundraising cam-
paign.

JSU interim President Rod 
Paige, said, “I thank the Blue 
Bengal Athletic Association 
from the deepest part of my 
heart. It shows people have a 
great love for this university, not 
an inactive love but an active 
love by working and making 
such a significant contribution. 
I’m proud of all the supporters 
I’ve bumped into since I’ve re-
turned here. This is an amazing 

university. I’m grateful for that.”
Furthermore, Paige said, 

“This has been a special part of 
my life to come back to Jackson. 
I had no idea I would be back 
here, especially in a capacity 
like this. I’ve been so grateful to 
be here.”

Joann Jones, president of the 
athletic association, said the or-
ganization enthusiastically ac-
cepted the president’s challenge.

“So far, we’ve raised $10,000 
and, hopefully, more will pour 
in. We wanted to express our 
‘Thee We Love,’ Jones said. 
“We are an organization that 
supports athletics 100 percent. 
We donate annually. We’ve done 
so much to support the univer-
sity. For example, we’ve helped 
to redo the gym floor in the Lee 

E. Williams Athletics and As-
sembly Center, underwrite the 
annual athletics awards banquet 
and assist each sport. The sup-
port we provide enables various 
sports to do whatever they need 
to accomplish their goals.”

Other members of the Blue 
Bengal expressed their devotion 
to Jackson State and issued a 
challenge of their own:

“We urge all businesses to 
join in this effort because this 
university has an extraordinary 
economic impact on this city. 
Invest in Jackson State because 
every entity benefits from JSU’s 
presence.”

“We’re faithful alumni. We’re 
not fair-weather supporters.”

“This is a historically black 
college in the city of Jackson, 

where most of us live, and we 
want to make sure it does well.”

“We challenge graduates and 
anybody who attended Jackson 
State to support the drive is-
sued by Dr. Paige. … Pay your 
alumni dues and join in this 
challenge.”

“We want people who nev-
er attended Jackson State to 
participate in this challenge 
because we have all types of 
sports.”

“We always want Jackson 
State to be considered a vital 
part of this community.”

For more information about 
the Blue Bengal Athletic Asso-
ciation, which was founded in 
1977 by legendary JSU Coach 
W.C. Gorden, visit http://www.
jsubbaa.org/.

The commissioning of 28 JSU 
ROTC cadets to second lieuten-
ant in the 2017 fiscal year is the 
largest class in more than two 
decades, and 13 will earn such 
distinction during Jackson State 
University’s College of Liberal 
Arts spring bar pinning ceremo-
ny at noon, April 27, in Ballroom 
A of the Student Center on the 
main campus.

The free, public event coin-
cides with the 50th anniversary 
of JSU’s Tiger Battalion, which 
commissioned two from Missis-
sippi Valley State University; one 
from JSU; and one from Missis-
sippi College in fall 2016.

Also, from JSU, one will com-
mission this summer and 15 oth-
ers in December.

Lt. Gen. Stephen Twitty, com-
manding general of the First 
Army, will give the keynote ad-
dress, and Liberal Arts Dean 
Mario Azevedo will announce 
the cadets completing graduation 
requirements.

Cadets graduating and com-
missioning this April are: Deunta 
Collins, Devonte Grant, Joi Har-
ris, Ja’Tarrious Jenkins, Corey 
Jones, Ezra Jones, Landon Jor-
dan, Kyle Lampley, Timothy 
Mathews, Diamond McCray, 
Sapphire McCray, Caleb Martin 
and Kelli Puckett. The cadets’ 
family members will take part in 
the traditional bar pinning cer-
emony.

Entering the Army as an of-
ficer is a great honor but comes 
with tremendous responsibility. 
Graduates will soon be tasked 
with very significant leadership 
and managerial responsibilities. 
Most importantly, they will have 
the sacred responsibility to lead 
America’s sons and daughters.

Immediately before walking 

across the stage at their respec-
tive school’s commencement 
exercises, cadets are joined by 
family, mentors and friends at 
the traditional military ceremo-
ny, during which they will take 
oath of office and render a first 
salute. These cadets will make 
the transition from student and 
ROTC cadet to U.S. army officer 
within days.

Following the ceremony, new-
ly commissioned officers from 
JSU’s Army ROTC program will 
disperse throughout the U.S. and 
abroad, joining the ranks of Tiger 
Battalion graduates serving their 
country.

“This has been a great year for 
the Tiger Battalion. We had our 
first-ever Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony, and now we will com-
mission one of the largest classes 
since 1990,” said Lt. Col. Dexter 
“Dex” M. Brookins, department 
chair and professor of Military 
Science and Leadership of the 
JSU Army ROTC. “These offi-
cers have worked so hard to make 
this a premier program; each and 
every one of them lives their life 
through the Army values.”

The JSU Army ROTC program 
began in 1967, with the inaugural 
class of second lieutenants com-
missioning in 1970. This aca-
demic year, there are 103 cadets 
active in the program, with the 
number of officers produced an-
nually averaging around 15.

For these students, accepting 
an officer’s commission is the 
final step in their four-year train-
ing regimen and the beginning of 
a promising new career. During 
Army ROTC training, cadets are 
required to attend physical train-
ing sessions, weekly leadership 
classes and labs. All leadership 
classes prepare them for active 
duty, National Guard, Reserves, 
and even the civilian work force. 
In addition, cadets must pass ba-
sic camp and a 28-day advanced 
camp in Fort Knox, Ky., in the 
blistering summer.

“I think I am well prepared to 
start my career as a second lieu-
tenant because ROTC taught me 
how to work with other people 
and adjust to different leadership 
styles to accomplish the mission 
at hand,” said Cadet Eva Snell, 
who will earn her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in biology from JSU.

Weekly training meetings 
teach cadets how to stand up in 
front of leaders and peers and 
present information coherently 
and confidently. For many ca-
dets, the rigorous training has 
pushed them to expand their no-
tions of what is possible.

“ROTC gave me the opportu-
nity to learn how to balance my 
everyday life with my military 
responsibilities,” said Cadet Kelli 
Puckett, who is graduating from 
Tougaloo College and preparing 
to go to flight school to become 

an Army aviation officer.
Cadet Tim Mathews said he 

believes the daily training builds 
character, in that “physical train-
ing helped me keep a consistent 
workout routine and disciplined 
schedule.” Mathews is one of the 
Tiger Battalion’s success stories; 
he lost 100 pounds during his 
time in ROTC and is competing 
in a bodybuilding competition in 
a couple of months. He also said, 
“There’s not much time to goof 
off and not study when you wake 
up at 5 a.m. every morning.”

The Tiger Battalion has been 
busy this year – completing two 
field training exercises, training 
the Ranger Challenge team for 
the state competition, hosting 
two formal events, and briefing 
three senior non-commissioned 
officers and officers during VIP 
visits. The cadets also hosted 
a memorial run in honor of 
Brookins’ sister, Ciera Brookins, 
during which the battalion helped 
raise more than $500 for the Lu-
pus Foundation.

Army ROTC graduates will 
represent their schools in a vari-
ety of Army and civilian careers. 
Six students from this class, who 
represent a 100 percent selection 
rate of those competing, were 
chosen for active duty through a 
highly competitive selection pro-
cess. Cadets Sapphire McCray, 
Diamond McCray and JaTarrious 
Jenkins all assessed in the Signal 
Corps (Communications) branch. 
Two cadets received combat arms 
branches; Cadet Landon Jordon 
received Infantry; and Cadet 
Ezra Jones received Armor.

Some graduates have chosen 
to serve in the National Guard 
and Army Reserves, with prom-
ising careers lined up. The Dallas 
Police Department, Walmart and 
many other top companies have 
offered these future officers job 
opportunities.

EDUCATION

Record number of cadets in JSU’s 
Army ROTC set to commission as 
second lieutenants
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By 2nd Lt. Brooke Visoki
Assistant Recruiting Officer
jsumsnews.com

Alcorn State University is 
often applauded for the bond 
that its community shares. The 
strong alliance between Alcor-
nites attracts others to further 
their education at the Univer-
sity. This is the case for Ari-
yana Davis, a Chicago, Illinois 
native and senior at Mother 
McAuley Liberal Arts High 
School who chose Alcorn over 
23 other colleges.

“What made me choose to 
further my education at Al-
corn is the family oriented 
environment, close-knit com-
munity and the opportunities 
the University will provide for 
me,” said Ariyana, who plans 
to join the University’s Honors 
Program.

The resourceful teenager 
used the Common Black Col-
lege Application to apply to 24 
colleges. Of the 24, 23 of her 
acceptance letters came from 
Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs). 
The other one came from East-
ern Illinois University, a Pre-
dominantly White Institution 
(PWI). The application allows 
students to apply to up to 50 
colleges for $35.

“It was simple for me to 
apply to colleges this way 
because it was an easier pro-
cess for me to apply to many 
schools at once.”

Aside from her numerous 
acceptance letters, Ariyana 
also received $300,000 in 
scholarship offers. She is a 
recipient of Alcorn’s Provost 
Scholarship, which is awarded 
to enrolling freshmen with a 
composite ACT score of 24-27 
or its equivalence on the SAT 
(1090-1240) and a 3.0 or better 
high school cumulative GPA. 
The scholarship is renewable 
each year provided the stu-
dent maintains a 3.0 or above 
cumulative GPA. The scholar-
ship also covers room, board, 
tuition and a $400 per semes-
ter book allowance.

“I feel excited and grateful 
to have received more than 

enough scholarship funds to 
pay for college because it is 
important for me to complete 
college in four years without 
any struggles.”

The numerous opportunities 
that lie at Alcorn also contrib-
uted to Ariyana’s decision. She 
credits her mentors for enlight-
ening her about the university.

“My former youth group co-
ordinator and two youth group 
members are currently attend-
ing Alcorn. When we had a 
discussion about different HB-
CUs, they all introduced me to 
the wonderful things that Al-
corn has to offer.”

Ariyana, who plans to major 
in accounting, is eager to learn 
more about the field. She plans 
to do so while maintaining a 
social life and getting the full 
college experience.

“I am most looking forward 
to learning about my major 
and having the chance to meet 
new people by joining extra-
curricular activities, attending 
social events and experiencing 
new things.”

Attending an HBCU has 
always been a priority for Ari-
yana.

“I planned to attend an 
HBCU since the beginning of 
my freshman year because it 
has always been important for 
me to attend an institution that 
felt like home.”

Ariyana encourages her 
peers to start early in research-
ing their colleges of interest. 
She also advises them to take 
the ACT test until they are sat-
isfied with their score.

Ariyana Davis 
chooses Alcorn over 
23 other schools
The Mississippi Link Newswire

JSU Army ROTC cadets salute Tiger Battalion founder President Emeritus 
Dr. John A. Peoples Jr. at its annual spring 2017 gala commemorating the 
program’s 50th anniversary.

The Blue Bengal Athletic Association joins in the fundraising effort at Jackson State University. JSU interim President Rod Paige, said, “It shows people 
have a great love for this university, not an inactive love but an active love by working and making such a significant contribution.” PHOTO BY CHARLES A. 
SMITH/JSU

Davis

Martin

Blue Bengal Athletic Association 
presents $10,000 to JSU

The Mississippi Link Newswire

The Mississippi Link Newswire

“Martin” themed campaign video 
helps Shemesha Martin become 
Miss Senior 2017-2018



Moses was the 
primary figure 
God used to be a 
witness to Egypt. 
I believe God 
chose to show 
all of the signs 

and wonders to Egypt before He 
delivered His people because 
God wanted them to witness the 
power of the one and only true 
God because the Egyptians wor-
shiped idols. Furthermore, God 
owed Egypt the opportunity to 
witness His power because they 
had housed His people for 400 
years. God also used Moses as a 
vessel of deliverance for God’s 
people.

The life of Moses is divided 
into three equal parts of 40 years. 
The first 40 years were spent in 
Egypt, being raised as the son of 
the King. The second 40 years 
were spent in the land of Mid-
ian tending sheep. Therefore, 
God prepared Moses to lead His 
people by allowing him to be 
educated in a palace, and later 
He permitted him to learn pa-
tience in desert places by herd-
ing sheep. Indeed, the Israelites 
were like sheep in the desert or 
wilderness for 40 years.

Now we see what God was 
up to. He always has a plan. 
The last 40 years of Moses’ life 
were spent as leader of the chil-
dren of Israel. The problem was 
their lack of trust which hindered 
them from entering the Promised 
Land. Therefore, the Israelites 
were delivered from bondage 
only to wonder in the wilderness 
40 years.

We will investigate some of 
these places Israel went to from 
the time they left Egypt to the 
time they entered the Promised 
Land, and we will find lessons 
we can apply to our lives.

Having left the land of Egypt 
and miraculously crossing the 
Red Sea, the Israelites arrived 
at Exodus 19:2, “When they set 
out from Rephidim and came 
into the wilderness of Sinai. 
They stayed at Mt. Sinai almost 
a year.” Rephidim means beds or 
places of rest. The Israelites left 
Egypt or bondage and came to a 
place of rest. Sin wears us out, 
but when we confess our sins to 

Jesus, He gives us rest.
Due to a bad report, the older 

generation of Israel was not able 
to enter God’s rest (Promised 
Land). Psalm 95:10-11, “For 
forty years I despised that gener-
ation and said, ‘They are people 
who go astray in their hearts, and 
they do not regard my ways.’ 
Therefore, I swore in my anger 
that they should not enter my 
rest.”

Hebrews 4:3, “For we who 
have believed enter that rest, as 
he has said, ‘As I swore in my 
wrath, ‘They shall never enter 
my rest,’ although his works 
were finished from the founda-
tion of the world.” The Israelites 
enjoyed the rest of the Sabbath, 
but God is referring to a higher 
rest that only comes from obey-
ing His word; a higher rest that 
only those who believe can ex-
perience.

Philippians 4:6, “Have no 
anxiety about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God.” Notice, it said do not be 
anxious about anything but in 
everything remember to do two 
things:

1. Prayer request to God: 
The Greek word for prayer here 
means pray earnestly or sincere-
ly. If you don’t trust God, your 
prayer is not sincere. 

2. Praise God: Notice this 
verse says with thanksgiving. In 
short, we must make a request, 
believing God will move on our 
behalf, and be thankful despite 
circumstances and praise Him in 
the process. 

Notice there is a working com-
bination here: Sincere prayer 
mixed with thankfulness/prais-
ing God will shake the heavens. 
Praying and praising bring about 
peace beyond any comfort the 
world offers. Philippians 4:7, 
“And the peace of God, which 
passes all understanding, will 
keep your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.” This kind of 
peace guards your heart; it won’t 
let worry get in, it blocks fear 
and anxiety.

The point is, Israel left Egypt 
or bondage and the first place 
they arrived means beds or 
places of rest. By the way, some 
folk will not find rest until they 

follow God by faith. Notice the 
Israelites only came to a place 
of rest by following Moses who 
followed God.

Exodus 19:3, “Moses went up 
to God, and the voice of the Lord 
came to him from the moun-
tain…” Please notice that once 
the Israelites were set free they 
did not go where they wanted to 
go and do as they wanted to do. 
Moses went up the mountain to 
seek God and to find out what 
was their next move because the 
Israelites were the chosen people 
of God and therefore, they could 
not do as they please. They had 
a purpose to fulfill. God did not 
send Jesus to set us free so we 
could do our will, but rather to 
do His will. God saved us with a 
purpose in mind.

Exodus 19:4, ‘You have seen 
what I did to the Egyptians and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings 
and brought you to myself. God 
is speaking in this verse, and He 
reminded the Israelites of what 
they saw Him do in Egypt. I am 
sure they thought about how 
they had spent centuries in bond-
age, which prompted them to be 
grateful as God continued and 
reminded them how He brought 
them out and when He delivered 
them from bondage.

When we suffer as God’s 
people, He will make sure to de-
liver us, and we won’t come out 
of suffering empty handed. The 
point is, never forget what the 
Lord has done for you.

Fast forward after 40 years, 
and this was Moses’ last sermon 
to the Israelites, and he warned 
them to always keep themselves 
in check and never forget what 
God had done for them. Notice 
Moses also said take to heart 
what God has done. Don’t let it 
be a fleeting thought.

Don’t allow what happened to 
civil rights workers in the 1960s 
be a fleeting thought, but re-
member the blood they shed for 
the freedom we enjoy today.

Some people do not know this, 
but Rosa Parks was not the first 
person to refuse to give up a seat 
on a bus in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. There were several wom-
en who came before Parks; one 
of whom was a 15-year-old girl 
name, Claudette Colvin. It was 
March 2, 1955, when Colvin re-

fused to move to the back of the 
bus, nine months before Parks. 
She had been studying black 
leaders like Harriet Tubman. 
When the bus driver ordered 
Colvin to get up, she refused, “It 
felt like Sojourner Truth was on 
one side pushing me down, and 
Harriet Tubman was on the other 
side of me pushing me down. I 
couldn’t get up.” Arrested and 
thrown in jail, she was one of 
four women who challenged the 
segregation law in court.

Colvin may have felt like Tub-
man held her in that seat, but it 
was an angel of the Lord who 
helped her stay in that seat be-
cause, like Israel, the time had 
come for God to deliver African 
Americans from the bondage of 
Jim Crow.

When we hear and remember 
stories like Colvin’s, it inspires 
us to keep doing good, and this 
is what God had in mind when 
He told Israel never forget.

Exodus 19:5, If you will obey 
My voice, and keep My cov-
enant, then you shall be a pecu-
liar treasure to Me above all the 
nations; for all the earth is Mine.

This verse says the Israelites 
can be God’s peculiar people 
if they obey, but I thought they 
were already his peculiar people 
because they came from Abra-
ham. The word peculiar means 
special. All people on earth be-
long to God, but only those who 
obey Him are special in His eyes.

Notice that God brought them 
out of Egypt, but now they had 
to commit to obeying Him to 
get special status. If they did not 
obey God, they would be just 
like the rest of the sinful world 
although He may have allowed 
them to live in the Promised 
Land. 1 Samuel 13:14, “But now 
your kingdom shall not stand. 
The LORD has sought Him a 
man after His own heart, and the 
LORD has appointed him to be 
leader over His people because 
you have not obeyed the com-
mandment of the LORD.

Obedience gives us a special 
place with God.

Leon Collier is the pastor of 
Makarios Worship Center, 464 
Church Rd., Madison. He may 
be reached at 601.260.3016, 
601.855.7898 or e-mail him at 
karab5@live.com
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N E W S  F R O M  T H E  W O R D

Yet, another 
season is upon 
us. It’s graduation 
time!

Many of our 
colleges will host 
their Spring 2017 

graduation exercises within the 
next few weeks and all of our 
area high schools are on their 
heels with the same exciting pre-
sentation for their graduates.

As I thought about the ex-
citement on a new milestone of 
achievement for the graduates, 
I began to reflect on my own 
graduations. Then I remembered 
something that I really don’t 
hear that much about anymore – 
vesper services – an evening of 
prayer.

Please don’t get me wrong, 
I’m not saying that they are not 
held, but I can say that they are 
not held at the same magnitude 
of years ago.

Let me go just a little farther 
with this. Back in my day, it was 
understood that a vesper service 
was going to be hosted by the 
institution that you were gradu-
ating from. The graduating se-
niors were all assembled for an 
evening of prayer and worship 
led by community clergy and 
other participants to thank God 
for our achievements and to keep 
us covered as we moved into the 
next phase of our lives.

The Bible speaks of the joy the 
Lord has for us as we graduate 
in all areas of our lives. A few 
verses that I’ve chosen to share 
with you include:

Jeremiah 29:11 – “For I know 
the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future 
and a hope.”

Proverbs 3:5-6 – “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, and 
do not lean on your own under-
standing. In all your ways ac-
knowledge him, and he will di-
rect your paths.”

Joshua 2:6-7 – “Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be fright-
ened, and do not be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go.”
Proverbs 22:6 – “Train up a 

child in the way he should go; 
even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.”

And now my two favorites:
Philippians3:13 -14 – “Broth-

ers, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own. But one thing 
I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Colossians 1:9 – 12 – “And 
so, from the day we heard, we 
have not ceased to pray for you, 
asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will 
in all spiritual wisdom and un-
derstanding, so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully 
pleasing to him, bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God. May 
you be strengthened with all 
power, according to his glorious 
might, for all endurance and pa-
tience with joy, giving thanks to 
the Father, who has qualified you 
to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light.”

Whether or not you host or 
participate in vesper services, let 
others know that Christ is alive 
and His word is to be shared. 
His greatest commandment is to 
share the good news of our Lord 
and Savior.

If you would, also remember 
the verse that I often find my-
self sharing with you – Isaiah 
52:7 (NIV), which reads: “How 
beautiful on the mountains are 
the feet of those who bring good 
news, who proclaim peace, who 
bring good tidings, who proclaim 
salvation, who say to Zion, Your 
God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around 
the state of Mississippi, would 
like to not only share your news 
but all who would like to tell oth-
ers about the Lord’s goodness 
and about their places of wor-
ship.

To share your news contact 
Daphne M. Higgins at religion@
mississippilink.com, fax (601) 
896-0091 or mail 2659 Livings-
ton Road, Jackson, MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

Journey from bondage to destiny

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Live Radio Broadcast 
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

“A Church Preparing for a 
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church  •  450 Culberston Ave.  •  Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482  •  Fax # 601-969-1957  •  E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com

Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

R E I G N I N G  A N N O U N C E M E N T S

True Light Baptist Church, 224 E. Bell St., Jackson, Light 
Line Prayer Call continues to be held each Wednesday at 
6 a.m.  The call-in number is 218-486-1348, access code: 
224235578#.  For more information call 601-354-0393.  Rev. 
Marcus Cheeks is the pastor.

Mt. Wade Missionary Baptist Church, 3752 Dry Grove Rd., 
Terry, will conclude its revival services April 27 at 7:15 p.m.  
The guest speaker is Pastor Jimmy Black, shepherd of Great-
er Pleasant Valley, Crystal Springs.  The theme is “Restoration, 
Hope and Faith in God.” For more information call 601-878-
2323. Rev. Robert E. Green Sr. is the pastor.

Greater Pearlie Missionary Baptist Church, 1640 County 
Line Rd., Jackson, will host its College Readiness Workshop 
April 30, from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose 1.  The 
theme is “Let’s Get Prepared.” For more information call 601-
354-2026. Rev. Stephen Mason is the pastor.

New Jerusalem Church, 5708 Old Canton Rd. (North Cam-
pus), Jackson, will host Friends and Family Day April 30 at 
10:30 a.m. For more information, call 601-206-5844.  Rev. 
Dwayne Pickett Sr. is the pastor.

The Rembert Washington Memorial Chorale will celebrate 
its 20th year anniversary April 30, at 3 p.m.  The celebration 
will take place at Priestley Chapel M.B. Church, 177 Virililia 

Road, Canton. Pastor John Woodard Jr. is the founder/direc-
tor. Jeffery Luckett is president. For more information call 601-
260-9486.

College Hill Missionary Baptist Church, 1600 Florence 
Ave., Jackson, will observe its spring revival services May 1 
– 3, at 7 p.m. The guest evangelist is Rev. Chauncy L. Jordan 
Sr., pastor of Hill of Zion Missionary Baptist Church, Bolton. 
The revival theme is “Revive Us Again.” Guest choirs will be 
present Monday through Wednesday nights: Black’s Chapel 
Church Choir, Westhaven Choir, Hill of Zion Church (respec-
tively). For more information call 601-355-2670.  Dr. Michael T. 
Williams is the pastor. 

Zion Travelers Missionary Baptist Church, 925 W. Pearl 
St., Jackson, youth ministry will host a Mother/Daughter Tea  
May 6 at 2 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. For more information 
call 601-355-5545.  Dr. Daniel Watkins is the pastor.

Oak Grove Missionary Baptist Church, 4460 Learned Road, 
Learned, Mississippi, Annual Men and Women’s Day Celebra-
tion will be Sunday, May 7, 2017, at 11:00 A.M. The speaker for 
this occasion will be Sister Jacquelyn Hayes Hampton, Pub-
lisher and Co-owner of The Mississippi Link Newspaper. She 
is a life-long member of College Hill Baptist Church, Jackson, 
Mississippi, pastored by Dr. Michael T. Williams. Everyone is 
cordially invited to come and worship with us. 
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Easter just 
passed and 
how many of 
us have gone 
back to do-
ing, eating and 
saying those 

things we proudly gave up for 
the 40 days of Lent? For some 
of us (and I’m telling on myself 
now), it wasn’t even 24 hours 
after Easter that we went back 
to those same bad habits. 

What was the whole point of 
a Lenten fast? It wasn’t just to 
make you suffer like Jesus but 
to also reflect on how making 
those sacrifices can transform 
your life.

I remember one year do-
ing the Daniel fast for the very 
first time during Lent. It was so 
hard. However, I was diligent 
and gave up eating all meat, 
sweets, junk food…in other 
words, everything I loved to 
eat. Because I saw the health 
benefits of changing my diet for 
those 40 days, I found myself 
paying more attention to what 

I ate after the fast ended. But I 
also found myself wanting to do 
another kind of cleansing where 
the effects were longer lasting. 

I decided to do a detox where 
I only ate certain foods that 
were supposed to clean my 
body of toxins. I did alright on 
the detox but wasn’t prepared 
for the headaches it caused. I 
read that the headache was the 
body’s reaction to having those 
hidden toxins come to the sur-
face.

Rather than get alarmed when 
the headaches came, I rejoiced 
because I knew that my body 
was being cleansed. Interesting 
thing about detoxing: it is dif-
ferent for everyone. For exam-
ple, I might have headaches and 
someone else may have overall 
feelings of weakness even if we 
follow the same regimen.

A spiritual detox will have 
those same kinds of effects. 
Instead of giving up food, you 
search your heart to see what 
might be hidden that causes 
you to have a less than satis-
fying spiritual life. Spiritual 
toxins include unforgiveness, 

pride, spitefulness and anger. 
I John 1:8-9 says, “If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” Just like 
I have to be honest about the 
things I eat that aren’t healthy, 
I also have to admit when how 
I live my life as a Christian 
doesn’t line up with the word 
of God. 

Just like a natural detox dif-
fers from a diet in its overall 
focus and purpose, a spiritual 
detox differs also from the 
momentary 21 or 40 day fast. 
Rather than give you a tempo-
rary break, it provides a more 
thorough and beneficial cleans-
ing. It’s more of a long term 
solution than a short term reac-
tion.

Shewanda Riley is the au-
thor of the Essence best-seller 
“Love Hangover: Moving 
from Pain to Purpose after a 
Relationship Ends.” She may 
be reached at lovehangover@
juno.com.

By Shewanda Riley
Columnist

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

SUNDAY
Worship Services

10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 8:45 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.

Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

www.nhcms.org

1750

We find these 
words in Psalm 
46:10, “Be still, 
and know that I 
am God; I will be 
exalted among the 
nations, I will be 

exalted in the earth.” War and 
destruction are inevitable, but 
so is God’s final victory. At that 
time, all will stand quietly before 
the Lord Almighty. How proper, 
then, for us to be still now, rev-
erently honoring Him and His 
power and majesty. We must take 
time each day to be still and to 
exalt God.

To stand still and trust God is 
often the most difficult thing a 
Christian is called upon to do. 
Standing still is not a substitute 
for progress. We will not make 
progress in the Christian life un-
less we press forward; but unless 
we first learn to stand still, listen, 
trust and obey, we will be with-
out direction when we do press 
ahead.

Psalm 46 exalts God as the 
refuge and strength of His chil-
dren. It acclaims Him as om-
nipotent, able to cast mountains 
into the sea and remove even the 

earth. He can destroy the weap-
ons of war and make its carnage 
to cease. After the psalmist ac-
claimed the power and glory of 
God and declared His willing-
ness to help His people, he told 
them to “be still” and know who 
is God.

It was Solomon who wrote, 
“To everything there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose un-
der the heaven” (Ecclesiastes 
3:1). Good ventures sometimes 
boomerang because they are un-
timely. We all need to learn to 
stand still, stand steadfast in our 
God-given task, and to get God’s 
guidance.

A besetting fault among Chris-
tians in this restless age is the 
tendency to get ahead of God. 
We are impatient. We cannot 
wait. Things have to go. We feel 
we must do something, and often 
we do the wrong thing.

Abraham became still and lis-
tened to God. When he did, God 
said to him, “Take now thy son, 
thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land 
of Moriah; and offer him there 
for a burnt offering upon one of 
the mountains which I will tell 
thee of” (Genesis 22:2). Abra-
ham must have been amazed 

and stunned at the instructions 
that came to him, but he neither 
argued with God nor offered ex-
cuse.

God may sometimes speak 
things to us that we do not like 
to hear. He may appoint a trying 
task. But God never uses any-
one in a large way until He has 
fully tested and tried that person. 
It was in the furnace of trial that 
Abraham proved his worth. He 
shows us how to be still and to 
stay quiet under great pressure.  
When God spoke, he listened, 
trusted and obeyed. He mas-
tered the art of standing still, not 
through inaction but by steadfast 
obedience to the revealed Will of 
God. He proved that his love for 
God knew no bounds.  And then 
God blessed him.

The ram, which God provided 
to offer instead of Isaac, shows 
that God makes a way for those 
who listen to His voice and do 
His bidding (to command or ask).

Rev. Simeon R. Green III is 
pastor of Joynes Road Church 
of God, 31 Joynes Road, Hamp-
ton VA 23669. He is married to 
Velma L. Green. He is a member 
of the National Association of 
Evangelism Church of God, An-
derson, Ind.

Be still and know
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard 
Gospel Charts for the week of April 27

1. You Deserve It   J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise
2. Joy     Vashawn Mitchell
3. Made A Way   Travis Greene
4. Victory Belongs To Jesus Todd Dulaney
5. I Need You    Donnie McClurkin
6. Hang On    GEI Featuring Kierra Sheard
7. Trust In You    Anthony Brown & group therAPy
8. Work It Out    Tye Tribbett
9. Never Have To Be Alone  CeCe Winans
10. God’s Grace   Reverend Luther Barnes & The Restoration Worship Center Choir

To listen to snippets of these songs, 
please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

SONGS                               ARTISTS    ALBUM

P R E S E R V E D

Spiritual detox



STATE

Trustee Doug Rouse passed 
the gavel to incoming President 
C.D. Smith at a meeting of the 
IHL Board of Trustees held re-
cently. Smith will officially take 
office May 8.

“Mississippi’s public univer-
sities play a vital role in our 
state through education, re-
search and service,” said Smith. 
“The university system is an 
economic driver for the state 
and provides an excellent return 
on investment. I am excited 
to take on this new role as we 
continue to work to advance the 
state through higher education.”

Smith served as vice presi-
dent of the Board during Dr. 
Rouse’s term. Trustee Shane 
Hooper will serve as vice presi-
dent during Smith’s term.

“It is a pleasure to work with 
my fellow trustees, the com-
missioner and the universities,” 
said Rouse. “I have enjoyed 
my term as president and look 
forward to continued service 
on the Board as we all work 
together to support the universi-
ties and help them, and the stu-
dents, succeed. It is an honor to 
serve the university system and 
the state in this capacity.”

Smith of Meridian was ap-
pointed to the Board of Trustees 
by Governor Haley Barbour in 
May 2008 to represent the First 
(Central) Supreme Court Dis-
trict for a term to expire May 7, 
2018.

A regional director with 
AT&T Mississippi, Smith 
chairs the G.V. “Sonny” Mont-
gomery Institute and serves on 
the board of the East Mississip-
pi Business Development Cor-
poration and the State Games of 
Mississippi. He is a member of 
the Board of Governors of the 
Mississippi Economic Council 
and a trustee on the Trustmark 

National Bank Advisory Board 
in Meridian. A member of the 
Meridian Rotary Club, he is a 
retired Mississippi Air National 
Guardsman.

Smith holds a bachelor’s de-
gree in business and industry 
and a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration, both from 
Mississippi State University, 
and has served on the MSU 
Alumni Association’s board of 
directors.

His dedication to commu-
nity service has been recog-
nized with several awards, 
including the Meridian Star’s 
Citizen of the Year and Man 
of the Year awards, the Merid-
ian Civitan Club’s Citizen of 
the Year award, the Seratoma 
Club Mississippi District’s Ser-
vice to Mankind Award and the 
Bar Association of Lauderdale 
County’s Liberty Bell Award.

Smith is married to the for-
mer Linda Joyce Bishop and 
has three children, Cynthia, 
Drew and Danielle.

Dr. Rouse was appointed to 
the Board of Trustees by Gover-

nor Haley Barbour in May 2008 
to represent the Second (South-
ern) Supreme Court District for 
a term to expire May 7, 2018.

Licensed by the American 
Academy of Orthopedic Sur-
geons, the American Medical 
Association, and the Mississip-
pi Board of Medical Licensures, 
Dr. Rouse is a partner in South-
ern Bone and Joint Specialists 
in Hattiesburg, Miss. He has 
practiced orthopedics in Hat-
tiesburg since 1981. He holds 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of South-
ern Mississippi and a Doctor of 
Medicine from the University 
of Mississippi Medical Center. 
Dr. Rouse completed a fam-
ily medicine internship at the 
University of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center, and an orthopedic 
residency program at Georgia 
Baptist-Scottish Rite Hospitals 
in Atlanta. He then completed 
a sports medicine and arthros-
copy fellowship in Toronto, 
Ontario.

Dr. Rouse is a fellow of the 
American Academy of Ortho-

pedic Surgeons; has served as 
a state counselor for the Ameri-
can Orthopedic Society for 
Sports Medicine; a member and 
past president of the Missis-
sippi Orthopedic Society; past 
president of the Michael Hoke 
Society; past president of the 
Medical Staff at Wesley Medi-
cal Center; and a delegate for 
the Mississippi State Medical 
Association. He also served as a 
member of the Mississippi Hos-
pital Equipment and Facilities 
Authority from 2001-2004.

Dr. Rouse is a member of 
Omicron Delta Kappa at the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi and Alpha Omega Alpha 
at the University of Mississippi 
Medical School. He is a mem-
ber of the University of South-
ern Mississippi’s Alumni Hall 
of Fame, as well as a member 
of the President’s Circle of the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi Foundation.

Dr. Rouse is married to the 
former Pamela Lowery Stamps. 
Their family includes children, 
Christa, Wes and his wife Traci, 
Haley, and two grandchildren. 
He is an active member of Park-
way Height United Methodist 
Church in Hattiesburg.

The Mississippi Board of 
Trustees of State Institutions 
of Higher Learning governs the 
public universities in Mississip-
pi, including Alcorn State Uni-
versity; Delta State University; 
Jackson State University; Mis-
sissippi State University includ-
ing the Mississippi State Uni-
versity Division of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Veterinary Medi-
cine; Mississippi University 
for Women; Mississippi Valley 
State University; the Univer-
sity of Mississippi including the 
University of Mississippi Medi-
cal Center; and the University 
of Southern Mississippi.

Journey along with 19 young men 
of color as they conquer the school to 
prison pipeline during a special show-
case of the R.O.O.T.S. of Sunflower 
County museum exhibit at the Smith 
Robertson Museum (528 Bloom Street) 
all month long in May. Join the ACLU 
of Mississippi, Mississippi Center for 
Justice, Sunflower County Consolidat-
ed School District, and Story For All 
for the opening reception May 4 at 6 
p.m. The reception is free and open to 
the public. 

The R.O.O.T.S. of Sunflower County 
museum exhibit sheds light on the ex-
periences of young people growing up 
in the Mississippi Delta, helps to re-
duce stereotypes and increase opportu-
nities for young men and boys of color, 
and shares stories that provide a spring-
board for impacting change across the 
state and across the country.

The exhibit will travel to the Mar-
garet Walker Alexander Center on the 
campus of Jackson State University 
June 1 through July 30.

For more information, visit www.
sunflowercountysystemschange.com.

The R.O.O.T.S. Project, which stands 
for Reclaiming Our Origins Through 
Story, is the narrative change piece 
that grew out of the Sunflower County 
Systems Change Project (SCSCP). The 
SCSCP is a community-based systems 
change approach that addresses school 
discipline, juvenile justice and media 
narrative of young men and boys of 
color (YMBOC). It is a partnership ef-
fort between the ACLU of Mississippi, 
the Mississippi Center for Justice, the 
Sunflower County Consolidated School 
District and its P-16 Council that be-
gan in 2015. 

For information about advertising in 

The Mississippi Link
please call: 601-896-0084 

or e-mail jlinkads@bellsouth.net
www.mississippilink.com

Trustee Rouse passes 
gavel to Trustee Smith

The R.O.O.T.S. of Sunflower County 
exhibition travels to Jackson, May 1

Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi Link Newswire

BILOXI, MS-- The Bicen-
tennial Celebration of Missis-
sippi Statehood that officially 
kicked off March 31 with the is-
suance of the blues-themed For-
ever stamp in Gulfport is back 
on the Gulf Coast, this time in 
Biloxi. GULFPEX 2017, con-
sidered the best stamp show in 
the state, will feature a special 
souvenir pictorial cancellation 
(illustrated above), as well as 
availability of many keepsakes 
of the Mississippi Statehood 
commemorative stamp and 
dedication ceremony. The event 
takes place Saturday and Sun-
day, April 22-23, at the St. Mar-
tin Community Center, 15004 

Lemoyne Boulevard, in Biloxi.
The event is much more than 

just a convention of philatelic 
experts who buy, sell, and judge 
stamp collections, though. 
Geared from the brand new to 
the experienced, attendees can 
gain instruction on how to wash 
and preserve stamps, get free 
stamps and other related items, 
learn about Boy Scout Merit 
Badge details and how to form 
a stamp club, and even peruse 
the wedding album of a beauti-
ful real life princess.

Event hours are Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., and Sun-
day, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., 
with free admission and park-
ing. For more information, 
visit www.gulfcoaststampclub.
org. For those who can’t attend 
GULFPEX 2017 but still want 
to celebrate the Mississippi 
Bicentennial, the stamp is on 
sale at Post Offices nationwide, 
with stamps and keepsakes both 
available online at https://store.
usps.com/store/.

GULFPEX 2017 
brings Biloxi Blues 
to Mississippi

Mississippi Link Newswire

Anna Ehrgott of Jackson, has 
been named communications 
director of the Mississippi Arts 
Commission.

Ehrgott previously served 
as digital media strategist for 
Mississippi Development 
Authority where she was pri-
marily responsible for pro-
moting Mississippi’s business 
advantages and quality of life 
through MDA’s digital and so-
cial media assets.

She brings eight years of 
public relations experience to 
MAC and has written three 
winning entries for the Public 
Relations Association of Mis-
sissippi’s Prism awards, in-
cluding one “Best of Show.”

As communications direc-
tor, Ehrgott will lead the pro-
motional efforts of Mississippi 
Arts Commission by telling the 
stories of MAC artists and arts 
organizations through print, 
broadcast, social and digital 
media. She will plan and man-
age public-facing events such 
as the annual Arts Day at the 
Capitol advocacy event and 
the Governor’s Arts Awards, 
MAC’s signature annual event 
which recognizes outstanding 
contributors to the arts.

Ehrgott will also produce the 
MAC Teaching and Artist Ros-
ter, a juried directory, as well as 
manage the schedule for “Mis-
sissippi Arts Hour,” MAC’s 
weekly radio show on Missis-
sippi Public Broadcasting.

“We are excited to welcome 
Anna to the Mississippi Arts 
Commission,” said Malcolm 
White, executive director of 
MAC. “She has the experience 

and skills to shine a spotlight 
on Mississippi’s rich creative 
culture, giving it the recogni-
tion it deserves.”

Ehrgott has a master’s de-
gree in public relations and 
corporate communications 
from Mississippi College and 
a bachelor’s degree in English 
from Millsaps College. She be-
gan her new role with MAC on 
April 17.

The Mississippi Arts Com-
mission (MAC) is a state 
agency serving more than two 
million people through grants 
and special initiatives that 
enhance communities, assist 
artists and arts organizations, 
promote arts education and 
celebrate Mississippi’s cul-
tural heritage. MAC is funded 
by the Mississippi Legislature, 
the National Endowment for 
the Arts, the Mississippi En-
dowment for the Arts at the 
Community Foundation of 
Greater Jackson and other 
private sources. For more 
information, visit www.arts.
ms.gov.

MAC Welcomes 
Anna Ehrgott as 
communications director
Mississippi Link Newswire

Ehrgott
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Trustee C.D. Smith of Meridian (left) presents a plaque of apprecia-
tion to Board President Doug Rouse of Hattiesburg in recognition of 
his year of service as Board president at a Board Meeting recently in 
Jackson. At the same meeting, Dr. Rouse passed the gavel to Smith, 
who will begin serving his term as president May 8.

Statehood 
anniversary is 
event literally 
200 years in the 
making



Virginia College in Jackson 
will host a Career Fair Friday, 
May 5, from 10 a.m. to noon 
at the campus located at 5841 
Ridgewood Road. The event is 
free and open to the public, fea-
turing career development oppor-
tunities, refreshments and give-
aways.

Attendees will be entered to 
win prizes such as a Chromebook 
and an Amazon gift card. 

Community members planning 
to attend must call 601-977-0960 
to register with the campus prior 
to the event.

The event is part of Virginia 
College parent company Educa-
tion Corporation of America’s 
national Career Fair events being 
held at 64 other Virginia College, 
Brightwood College and Bright-
wood Career Institute locations 
throughout 17 states.

“Hosting a Career Fair pres-
ents such a valuable opportunity 
for students, local employers and 
community members alike,” says 
Campus President Milton Ander-
son. “Especially in today’s job 
market, networking is becoming 
increasingly valuable, and we 
are eager to help facilitate these 
professional connections. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to in-
vest in our community and in the 
Jackson job market with this ca-
reer development event.”

Community partners and local 

employers representing medi-
cal employers, staffing agencies, 
HVAC employers, information 
technology employers, salons 
and more will be present at the 
Career Fair.

The event will also allow at-
tendees to explore the programs 
offered through Virginia Col-
lege, including: business admin-
istration, cosmetology, medical 
assistant, medical billing and 
coding, network engineering, 
network technician, patient care 
technician, pharmacy technician, 
HVAC-R technician and surgical 
technology programs.

About Virginia College and 
Education Corporation of 
America 

Education Corporation of 
America (ECA) is a category 
leader in the post-secondary ca-
reer school market with 70 loca-
tions and a current enrollment 
of over 30,000 students. ECA 
holdings include Virginia Col-
lege, Golf Academy of America, 
Ecotech Institute, Brightwood 
Career Institute and Brightwood 
College. Holdings also include 
the fully online New England 
College of Business which is ac-
credited by the New England As-
sociation of Schools and Colleges 
(NEASC).

For more information about 
Virginia College in Jackson, visit 
https://vc.edu/jackson/.

Virginia College in 
Jackson to host 
career fair May 5
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U.S. Senator Thad Cochran 
(R-Miss.) and Mississippi State 
University President Mark E. 
Keenum were part of a recent 
U.S. delegation to Morocco 
that explored U.S.-Morocco 
relations and their implications 
across the African continent, as 
well as ways to grow beneficial 
partnerships.

The visit provided insight into 
Morocco’s changing political 
and economic landscape, as well 
as U.S.-Morocco cooperation in 
the areas of commerce, educa-
tion, economic development 
and humanitarian assistance.

During the visit, Cochran 
and Keenum met with officials 
from Université Internationale 
de Rabat (UIR), which has a 
nationally-recognized partner-
ship with Mississippi State to 
provide academic programs in 
aerospace and mechanical en-
gineering.

“The United States has an in-
terest in improving economic, 
educational and security ties 
with Morocco and other North 
African countries. I was pleased 
to take part in the discussions,” 
said Cochran, chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee. 

In addition to Keenum, five 
other MSU representatives 
were part of the visit to Mo-
rocco. MSU and UIR launched 
a program in 2015 that allows 
Moroccan students to study at 
Mississippi State and earn a di-
ploma of engineering from UIR 

and bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from MSU. Since the pro-
gram’s launch, the two univer-
sities have continued to explore 
other academic partnerships 
and research collaborations.

“This visit represents an ex-
cellent opportunity for Senator 
Thad Cochran to get a first-
hand look at the work Mis-
sissippi State is doing in this 
important international col-
laboration with our academic 
colleagues in Morocco,” said 
Keenum, who was named Hon-
orary Consul to the Kingdom 
of Morocco in 2015. “Our hosts 
in Morocco were particularly 
impressed to receive an official 

visit from such a high-ranking 
official in the U.S. government 
as Senator Cochran.”

Earlier this year, the MSU-
UIR partnership received 
the Institute of International 
Education’s Andrew Heiskell 
Award for International Part-
nerships. The collaboration 
between the two universities is 
now featured as a “best prac-
tice” in international education 
by the IIE. Since the academic 
program began, Morocco has 
become one of the top 10 coun-
tries sending students to MSU, 
allowing for increased cultural 
exchange between students at 
both universities.

MSU and UIR’s relationship 
began based on complemen-
tary strengths in the field of 
engineering and has expanded 
to include collaborations and 
exchanges that will enhance 
education and economic de-
velopment in both Morocco 
and Mississippi. Partners also 
are working to develop teacher 
education programs and rede-
sign workforce training in auto-
motive, aerospace, agriculture, 
forestry and environmental 
management sectors.

MSU is Mississippi’s 
leading university, 
available online at 
www.msstate.edu.

MSU’s Keenum, U.S. 
Senator Cochran work to 
grow Morocco partnerships

The Mississippi Link Newswire

TERRY, MISS. – To kick off 
a year of celebrating the town of 
Terry’s 150th anniversary, the 
Terry Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee will host Heritage Day on 
April 29. The event will feature 
a classic antique car parade pre-
sented by Byram Mayor Richard 
White, a horse parade, and a tour 
of Terry’s most historic homes 
and buildings.

Carolyn Clements, chairman 
of the Sesquicentennial Com-
mittee, said she is confident ev-
eryone who attends will learn 
something and leave with a new 
appreciation for the town.

“This town has so much 
charm and history to share,” said 
Clements. “The day promises to 
be a fun and educational experi-
ence that fosters more apprecia-
tion for Terry.”

Among the homes and build-
ings featured on the tour are The 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
(Episcopal), the Fortner House, 
Lewis Cottage, the Colored 
School of Terry, the Dudley Jones 
House and the Terry Depot.

The Church of the Good 
Shepherd, founded in 1858, is 
the oldest building in Terry. The 
Fortner House, built in 1830, is 
perhaps the oldest home in the 

community. Civil War soldiers 
are said to have traveled on the 
ferry operated by the home’s 
original owners.

The Lewis Cottage dates back 
to the early 1900s, and the Col-
ored School of Terry was built 
in the 1920s as the town’s first 
school for its African-American 
residents. The Dudley Jones 
House earned itself a name on 
the National Register of His-
toric Places and has since been 
featured in a number of national 
publications.

Finally, the Terry Depot was 
once one of the town’s oldest 
establishments. Originally built 
in the late 1800s, the depot was 
later removed from the town and 
won back by Terry citizens in 
1995.

“I am thankful to members 
of the Terry Sesquicentennial 
Committee who have worked to 
make this event possible,” said 
Mayor of Terry Joseph Kend-
rick, Jr. “I would encourage ev-
eryone to come out to support 
the town and learn a little more 
about the history of our commu-
nity.”

Tickets to Heritage Day are 
$10 and can be purchased at 
City Hall any time leading up to 
or the day of the event.

Terry hosts 
heritage day to 
celebrate 150 years
Mississippi Link Newswire

Mississippi State University President Mark E. Keenum, left, U.S. Senator Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), and his wife, Kay Webber Cochran, center, 
and Université Internationale de Rabat (UIR) President Noureddine Mouaddib, right, recently met with a group of Moroccan and Mississippi 
students and faculty at the UIR campus in Rabat, Morocco. The students are participating in engineering programs formed by the two 
universities in aerospace and mechanical engineering.

Mississippi State University President Mark E. Keenum, left, and U.S. Senator Thad Cochran (R-Miss.), 
right, recently met with Université Internationale de Rabat (UIR) President Noureddine Mouaddib, center, 
on the UIR campus in Rabat, Morocco. MSU and UIR have partnered to create programs in aerospace 
and mechanical engineering. Earlier this year, the Institute of International Education announced that 
the program established by the two universities had received the 2017 IIE Andrew Heiskell Award for 
International Partnerships. With the recognition as America’s top international university partnership, 
the program is featured as a “best practice” in international education by the IIE.

Local campus 
to participate in 
national event 
from 10 a.m. to 
noon

What: Virginia College Career Fair
When: Friday, May 5 from 10 a.m. 
to noon
Where: Virginia College in Jackson 
- 5841 Ridgewood Road, Jackson, 
MS 39211 
Phone: 601-977-0960



In late March, President Trump 
signed a resolution to invalidate a 
regulation designed to help imple-
ment the Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA). This move will cre-
ate tremendous confusion among 
states that are currently in the 
middle of putting the new law in 
place in time for the 2017-2018 
school year.

Even more egregious is that 
congressional Republicans at-
tempted to rewrite or ignore the 
intention, history and plain text of 
the law to eliminate the rule.

The 2015 passage of ESSA was 
a rare recent example of success-
ful bipartisan policymaking. The 
legislation both reauthorized the 
1965 Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA) and rein-
forced ESEA’s core principles to 
ensure schools have the resources 
they need to teach all children 
well, particularly black children 
and other children who’ve been 
neglected for too long, and give 
them the opportunity to succeed.

Now that the rule is gone, it’s 
essential that the civil rights leg-
acy and legislative intent behind 
ESSA and the original ESEA not 
be obscured and that states rec-
ognize in developing their state 
accountability plans that they 
are still bound by the provisions 
of the law designed to ensure all 
children have equal educational 
opportunity. 

ESEA is – and always has been 
– a civil rights law. It was a cen-
tral plank in the Johnson Admin-
istration’s “War on Poverty” and 
one of a long string of legislative 

successes emanating from the 
civil rights movement in the mid-
1960s. The legislation provided 
federal funds to help educate low-
income children and recognized 
that the federal government has an 
important role in the educational 
success of every American child, 
no matter where they lived, how 
much money their parents had, or 
what they looked like.

Honoring this civil rights lega-
cy, legislators ensured in 2015 that 
the ESSA reaffirmed that the fed-
eral government has an essential 
and irreplaceable role in enforc-
ing civil rights laws and holding 
states and districts accountable if 
schools are not educating all chil-
dren well.

One only has to reflect on the 
long history of state and local de-
cisions shortchanging vulnerable 
students to understand why the 
federal role is essential for his-
torically marginalized students, 
including the children of color 
who now comprise a majority of 
K-12 students in America’s public 
school classrooms.

Children facing the great-
est barriers to their success like 
black children and children from 
low-income communities need 
and deserve schools that educate 
“all” children well. They also 
deserve to know that the federal 
government will still hold states 
and school districts responsible if 
schools are not doing well or need 
help to improve.

And yet Republicans, in their 
zeal to rewrite ESSA’s legislative 
history, have been claiming that 
states would have carte blanche 
to ignore the students who’ve 
been deprived for far too long and 
sweep problems in schools under 
the rug now that the rule is gone. 
And that has led to more confu-
sion and uncertainty for states 
who are in the middle of draft-
ing their accountability plans, at-
tempting to comply with the law, 
and deciding how best to support 
their students. 

But make no mistake, ESSA, 
and its requirements for states, are 
still on the books and it’s impor-
tant for our children’s future that 

states understand their responsi-
bilities under the law. 

Given our nation’s history, ask-
ing states to faithfully implement 
the law and meet their legal ob-
ligations to historically margin-
alized groups of children, while 
refusing to provide sufficient fed-
eral guidance and oversight, is a 
recipe for failure. No matter what 
Republicans say, Congress knew 
this and that’s why provisions that 
were in the law since 1965 re-
mained, which is ultimately why 
the civil rights community sup-
ported the final law.

The state accountability plans 
are, at their core, a declaration of 
a state’s commitment to the edu-
cation of all of their children. It’s 
the one place where parents and 
families can see what their state 
expects of schools – and what 
they plan to do when schools need 
more help doing their job well. 
The federal government’s role in 
helping to ensure these plans put 
the needs of children first is es-
sential.

Every child in every school in 
every community across America 
deserves an education that equips 
them with the skills they need to 
forge a bright future. But ESSA’s 
success depends on states doing 
the right thing and the U.S. De-
partment of Education holding 
them accountable when they fail 
to do so. 

Overturning the regulation 
didn’t change this fundamental 
dynamic.

Wade Henderson is the presi-
dent and CEO of The Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Human 
Rights and The Leadership Con-
ference Education Fund.

As Don-
ald Trump 
nears the 
end of his 
first 100 
days, media 
commentary 

focuses primarily on how 
little he has achieved in 
comparison to other presi-
dents. It’s a mistake, how-
ever, to discount the threat 
that the Trump administra-
tion poses to our funda-
mental rights. His attorney 
general, former Alabama 
Sen. Jeff Sessions, is a 
case in point.

Sessions has set out with 
a vengeance to transform 
the Department of Justice 
into a Department of In-
justice. He’s been hindered 
by the incompetence that 
characterizes this admin-
istration. He’s home alone 
in his department, with no 
nominations offered for 
the heads of top DOJ units 
– the civil rights, criminal 
or national security divi-
sions. His deputies – Nos. 
2 and 3 in the DOJ – have 
been nominated but not 
confirmed.

That has slowed but not 
stopped Sessions’ efforts 
to rollback basic rights. 
He’s reversed the Justice 
Department’s position of 
challenging voter identi-
fication laws; he deems 
the Voting Rights Act too 
“intrusive.” Now the DOJ 
will intervene in favor of 
states that pass discrimi-
natory measures to restrict 
access to the ballot. The 
right to vote – the funda-
mental right of a democ-
racy – will now depend on 
the willingness of judges 
to stand up for the truth, as 
U.S. District Court Judge 
Nelva Gonzales Ramos did 
in ignoring the DOJ inter-
vention and ruling that the 
Texas ID law was “passed, 
at least in part, with a dis-
criminatory purpose.”

Sessions has issued or-
ders to revive the old, 
failed war on drugs. The 
promising bipartisan ef-
forts to reform sentencing 
provisions to end the mass 
incarceration of nonvio-
lent drug offenders are to 
be abandoned. Sessions 
wants to revive private 
prisons and insure them a 
steady stream of prison-
ers. People of color, par-
ticularly young African-
American men, will be 
the greatest victims of this 
injustice.

Sessions has called for a 
“review” of all the reform 
agreements that Obama’s 
Civil Rights Division 
has reached with police 
forces. His DOJ sought to 
delay implementation of 
a consent decree reached 
in Baltimore in the wake 
of the Freddy Gray kill-
ing. Sessions scorns these 
agreements as “politi-
cal expediency” that will 
“handcuff the police.” In 
Baltimore, the judge ig-
nored the DOJ’s efforts 
to impede reform. But de-
spite the outcry at the kill-
ings of young black men 
and women, Sessions is 
clearly telling police they 

can act with impunity once 
more.

And Sessions has been 
point on the administra-
tion’s efforts to ramp up 
deportation, terrorize im-
migrants and defend the 
president’s unconstitu-
tional Muslim ban. He ex-
pressed amazement that a 
“judge sitting on an island 
in the Pacific” could over-
turn the president’s order. 
That judge was a federal 
district court justice in the 
state of Hawaii, part of the 
union for 58 years.

Sessions has issued let-
ters to nine sanctuary cit-
ies, counties and states, 
including the state of 
California, New York City, 
Chicago and Cook County, 
threatening to deny federal 
grant funds – largely funds 
for local law enforcement 
– unless they commit to 
cooperating with the ad-
ministration’s sweeping 
assaults on immigrants. 
This arbitrary assertion 
of federal power is par-
ticularly remarkable from 
Sessions, who as a senator 
declaimed endlessly about 
the glories of states’ rights. 
Luckily, Sessions wasn’t 
at Herod’s side when Mary 
and Joseph sought sanctu-
ary in Egypt with the baby 
Jesus.

The sanctuary jurisdic-
tions have vowed to resist 
Sessions’ edicts. Speak-
ing for Chicago Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel, spokes-
man Matt McGrath noted: 
“The administration’s plan 
to deny federal funds to 
cities that are standing up 
for their values is uncon-
stitutional, and Chicago is 
proud to stand with 34 cit-
ies and counties across the 
country in asking a federal 
court to prevent the fed-
eral government from ille-
gally withholding federal 
funds.”

New York Mayor Bill 
DeBlasio declared that 
New York City will “re-
main a city welcoming 
of immigrants who have 
helped make our city the 
safest big city in the na-
tion. Any attempt to cut 
NYPD funding for the na-
tion’s top terror target will 
be aggressively fought 
in court. We won’t back 
down from protecting 
New Yorkers from terror 
– or from an overzealous 
administration fixated on 
xenophobia and needless 
division.”

The assault on rights – 
for the LGBT community, 
for people of color, for 
women, for immigrants – 
is clear. Efforts to rollback 
voting rights, civil rights, 
police reform and sentenc-
ing reform have already 
begun. The resistance – 
from courts, from decent 
public officials, from ac-
tivists and citizens of con-
science – has been and will 
be fierce. 

Sessions’ Department 
of Injustice is measure of 
the damage that Trump 
can do. Instead of mak-
ing America a more per-
fect union, Americans will 
have to mobilize to defend 
their rights from the very 
department that is tasked 
with protecting them.

OPINION

“Bill O’Reilly 
has helped set 
the bar for the 
n o r m a l i z a t io n 
and dissemina-
tion of right-
wing hatred, of-

fering incendiary commentary 
about sexual harassment and 
assault, gender, race and eth-
nicity, low-income people, the 
LGBTQ community, Muslims 
and refugees, immigrants, and 
reproductive rights.” — Media 
Matters for America

Bill O’Reilly’s public down-
fall was a long time in the mak-
ing – set in motion by a string 
of sexual harassment claims 
and the hemorrhaging of high-
profile advertisers from “The 
O’Reilly Factor,” a Fox News 
channel mainstay and money 
maker.

According to reporting by the 
New York Times, for a period 
that spanned 15 years, O’Reilly 
and 21st Century Fox, the par-
ent company for Fox News, 
together settled five separate 
allegations of sexual harass-
ment brought by female Fox 
employees – which included 
accusations of verbal abuse, 
unwanted advances and explicit 
comments – for $13 million. 
And since that report was pub-
lished, more women have come 
forward alleging gross and in-
appropriate behavior by Fox’s 
biggest star.

O’Reilly’s cable news pro-
gram was, and remains, a cash 

cow for Fox News. It is noth-
ing short of a testament to the 
show’s money generating power 
and vaulted cable ratings perch 
that Fox News kept O’Reilly on 
payroll as the company quietly 
purchased the silence of his ac-
cusers for over a decade. 

In a nod to television’s obses-
sion with re-runs, the so-called 
swift end to O’Reilly’s career 
at Fox News was preceded by a 
similar scandal involving Roger 
Ailes, the network’s co-founder 
and then-chairman. Accused of 
multiple acts of sexual harass-
ment, 21st Century Fox paid out 
$35 million to Gretchen Carl-
son, a former Fox News anchor, 
and several unidentified women 
to settle their lawsuit against 
Ailes. Fox News also lost two 
top hosts, Greta Van Susteren 
and Megyn Kelly (who later 
accused Ailes of sexual harass-
ment) and paid $40 million in 
severance to Ailes in the ensu-
ing fallout.

Following the ouster and 
made-for-television-scandal 
of Ailes, 21st Century Fox re-
leased a statement that vowed 
to, “continue our commitment 
to maintaining a work environ-
ment based on trust and respect.  
We take seriously our respon-
sibility to uphold these tradi-
tional, long-standing values of 
our company.” Yet, O’Reilly 
remained on the payroll, his last 
contract even included a clause 
for his termination in case 
any new cases of harassment 
came to light, and women who 
claimed to have suffered under 

his abuse were being quieted, as 
per usual.

It is clear that if Fox News 
could not be moved by decency 
to maintain a “work environ-
ment based on trust and re-
spect,” it was certainly moved 
by dollars.

O’Reilly was also a problem-
atic figure in many other ways. 
He has a long and well-estab-
lished history of making racist 
remarks. Days before his expul-
sion from Fox News, O’Reilly 
watched a speech Rep. Maxine 
Waters gave from the House 
floor discussing patriotism in 
our nation’s current political 
environment, and his response 
was to mock her hair, calling 
it a “James Brown wig.” Out-
raged that a college president 
was criticized as racist for post-
ing a picture of his staff dressed 
in sombreros and mustaches, 
O’Reilly claimed that if you go 
to any Mexican restaurant in the 
world, staff comes out, “singing 
“Guantanamera” with the som-
breros on.”

I’ve had my own brushes with 
O’Reilly, including an inter-
view where he demanded that 
leaders such as myself “stop 
the BS” in relation to reduc-
ing what he coined “the black 
crime problem.” But it was nei-
ther racism, nor the bitter fruits 
of sexism that ended O’Reilly’s 
storied rise at Fox News.

Fox News had a choice to 
make: keep O’Reilly, whose rat-
ings were still strong despite 
the scandal, or hurt the bottom 
line and lose 90 advertisers, and 

counting, who had stampeded 
away from the taint of scandal. 
Despite O’Reilly’s repeated de-
nials of the harassment claims 
and support from people like 
Sean Hannity, a Fox news con-
tributor who is now facing his 
own accusations of sexual ha-
rassment, and President Trump, 
who has his own colorful his-
tory with women, including 
boasting about grabbing them, 
and dealing with his own ac-
cusations of sexual harassment, 
Fox News could no longer bear 
the cost of keeping their star 
contributor.

But while O’Reilly may be 
down, he is far from out. His 
permanently tarnished reputa-
tion aside, we haven’t seen the 
last of Bill O’Reilly. Just days 
after his unceremonious ouster 
from Fox, O’Reilly is making 
his media comeback online, 
resuming his “No Spin News” 
podcast. His publisher has said 
he will continue to publish 
O’Reilly’s books. And he re-
ceived a sizeable parting gift 
from Fox News in the amount 
of $25 million – a year’s worth 
of his salary. 

There is a victory to celebrate 
here, but it is a qualified one. 
If, at the highest levels of lead-
ership, we commit to the be-
lief that “women, children and 
men have inherent dignity that 
should never be violated.”

The rise and money-padded 
fall of O’Reilly sends a mixed 
message, to say the least, to 
women and men in the work-
place.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

We still must get the Every 
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Forced out at Fox: The king of 
cable news gets canceled

Jeff Sessions 
is rolling back 
basic rights
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By Marc H. Morial
President and CEO National Urban League

Wade Henderson says that children facing the greatest barriers to their 
success like black children and children from low-income communities 
need and deserve schools that educate “all” children well.

By Wade Henderson
President and CEO/The Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Human Rights By Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr.

Founder and President of 
Rainbow PUSH Coalition



African-American physi-
cians earn 15 percent less than 
white physicians – an average of 
$262,000 compared to $303,000 
– according to Medscape’s 2017 
Physicians Compensation Report.

Approximately 19,200 physi-
cians across 26 areas of medicine 
were asked questions about an-
nual compensation, race, gender, 
geography and job satisfaction.

The report, detailed by CBS 
News, revealed that African-
American doctors are less likely 
to say they feel fairly compensat-
ed, with only half agreeing that 
they’re earning what they should.

“Fifty-percent of African-
American physicians don’t feel 
fairly compensated,” the report’s 
editor Leslie Kane, a senior di-
rector of Medscape Business of 
Medicine, told CBS. 

Racial and gender discrimina-
tion may certainly be a factor, 
Kane said, but there are other fac-
tors as well. 

For example, if a doctor treats 
more Medicaid patients, their 
reimbursement is usually lower, 
since employer-insured patients 
tend to pay better. 

How many hours a doctor 
works and whether they’re in pri-
vate practice or a clinic can also 
explain some inequities in pay.

“Tons of factors play into how 
much a physician makes,” she 
said.

The survey found that the gen-
der pay gap is narrower among 
younger doctors. 

Male doctors ages 55 to 69 
make 27 percent more than wom-

en, but the divide shrinks to 18 
percent in physicians under the 
age of 34.

Being a doctor pays well, but 
there are still major discrepancies 
when it comes to paychecks with-
in the medical profession. For 
the first time, the annual report 
looked at race as well as gender 
and other factors, revealing some 
significant disparities in pay. 

Physicians’ annual salaries av-
eraged $294,000, with special-
ists earning about $100,000 more 
than primary care doctors. 

Overall, average pay has risen 
by $88,000 over the seven years 
Medscape has been conducting 
this survey – an increase attribut-
ed to intense competition for doc-
tors among hospitals and health 
care systems.

The three highest-paying spe-
cialties were orthopedics (average 
annual compensation: $489,000), 
plastic surgery ($440,000) and 
cardiology ($410,000). They 
earned well over twice as much 
as the average pediatrician 
($202,000) and family physician 
($209,000), the two lowest-pay-
ing categories.

A deeper dive into the data 
shows male doctors take home 
bigger paychecks in both primary 
care and specialty areas such as 
orthopedics and surgery. 

Male primary care physicians 
made 15 percent more than wom-
en in 2016, while male specialists 
earned 31 percent more than their 
female colleagues.

Part of the reason may be that 
women are more likely to choose 
lower-paying specialties, Kane 
said. 

“One of the things we look at is 
why there is this overall dispar-
ity. We look at what specialties 
women are going into and they go 
into less well-paying areas,” she 
said. 

“Fifty-three percent of pedia-
tricians are women, one of the 
lowest paid specialties. Thirty-
nine percent of family physicians 
are women, also a lower-paying 
area,” Kane said.

When it comes to the more 
highly paid medical specialties, 
only 9 percent of women are or-
thopedists and only 20 percent 
of general surgeons are female, 
Kane added.

African-American doctors 
typically work in primary care 
rather than specialties, the sur-
vey noted.

The annual compensation sur-
vey delved into race for the first 
time, said Kane, who has edited 
the report for seven years. 

The report revealed higher sal-
aries in rural states. Doctors in 
North Dakota are the highest paid 
in the U.S. followed by Alaska, 
South Dakota and Nebraska.

Washington D.C. counts as 
the lowest, while New York hov-
ers toward the bottom of the list, 
which Kane and others chalk up 
to supply and demand; plenty of 
doctors cluster in big cities, while 
rural areas need to offer more 
money to attract staff.

Patients may be glad to know 
that regardless of pay, most doc-
tors like what they do: eight out 
of 10 physicians said they’d still 
choose medicine if they had the 
chance to pick a career all over 
again.

As lawmakers, community stakeholders 
and activists protest against current White 
House policies, members of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus (CBC) hosted a summit on 
the future of civil rights under the Trump 
Administration.

There was no shortage of blunt talk dur-
ing the panel discussion, which lasted nearly 
two hours. White House policies on police 
reform, education, voting and immigration 
were discussed in detail. 

“In my humble opinion the greatest threat 
to civil rights is the current administration,” 
said Roy Austin, the former director of the 
Office of Urban Affairs, Justice and Op-
portunity under the Obama Administration. 
“In record time, the current administration 
has not only shown a willingness to not de-
fend civil rights, but also an intent to violate 
civil rights, and at a minimum, an attempt 
to make it easier for others to violate civil 
rights.”

Austin continued: “No marginalized 
group…is safe from what the current admin-
istration has already done or appears to be 
planning to do. Everything we have fought 
for, and some have died for, is at risk.”

Others on the panel echoed the same 
views on a variety of issues from the “Mus-
lim travel ban” to police reform.

President Donald Trump’s Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions, recently, ordered a review 
of all the police reform agreements in what 
will likely be the beginning of decreased 
federal oversight by the Department of Jus-
tice on police departments. 

The two-page memo was an order to 
review the oversight decisions by the De-
partment of Justice during the Obama Ad-
ministration. A Washington Post study in 
2016 revealed that in 2015 blacks were shot 
and killed by police at 2.5 times the rate of 
whites.

“The backstop that has been the civil 
rights enforcement of the federal govern-
ment is no more,” said Catherine Lhamon, 
the chair of the U.S. Commission on Civil 

Rights.
On March 22, seven members of the CBC 

met with President Trump and handed him 
the report titled, “We Have A Lot To Lose: 
Solutions to Advance Black Families in the 
21st Century.” They challenged him on is-
sues of policing, economics, jobs and educa-
tion and how federal policies impact black 
communities.

A week before their meeting, another 
Black Caucus members, Baltimore Rep. Eli-
jah Cummings (D-Md.) met with Trump to 
talk about prescription drug prices and also 
challenged him on the way he has repeated-
ly linked black communities with mayhem 
and violence. 

Also joining the forum were Gavin 
Grimm, plaintiff in the transgender rights 
case, Grimm v. Gloucester County School 
Board; Ron Davis, the former director of 
the Office of Community Oriented Polic-
ing Services at the Department of Justice; 
Chief Hassan Aden, member of the steering 
committee for Law Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime and Incarceration and former 
Chief of Police of the Greenville Police De-
partment; Chiraag Bains, a senior fellow at 
Harvard Law School Criminal Justice Pol-
icy Program; and Joe Rich, the co-director 
of the Fair Housing and Community Devel-
opment Project for the Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law.

The Capitol Hill forum was hosted by 
Reps. John Conyers (D-Mich.), Bobby Scott 
(D-Va.) and CBC Chairman Cedric Rich-
mond (D-La.). Reps. Joyce Beatty (D-OH) 
Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-Texas), Sheila 
Jackson Lee (D-Texas) and Al Lawson (D-
Fla.) also attended. Members of the CBC 
have become some of the most persistent 
critics of President Trump since his inaugu-
ration in January.

Lauren Victoria Burke is a political an-
alyst who speaks on politics and African 
American leadership. She is also a frequent 
contributor to the NNPA Newswire and 
BlackPressUSA.com. Connect with Lauren 
by email at LBurke007@gmail.com and on 
Twitter at @LVBurke.

With the confirmation of Judge Neil 
Gorsuch to the United States Supreme 
Court, Senate Republicans won another 
victory in their partisan war of obstruc-
tion against the nation’s first black pres-
ident.

Shortly after conservative Justice 
Antonin Scalia died February 13, 2016, 
Senate majority leader Mitch McCon-
nell announced that he would not even 
consider a third Supreme Court selec-
tion by President Barack Obama.

Obama had three opportunities to 
nominate associate justices to the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court. The U.S. Sen-
ate confirmed Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
with a 68-31 vote in 2009, and Justice 
Elena Kagan with a 63-37 vote in 2010. 
Then, in March 2016, the Republican-
controlled U.S. Senate refused to hold 
hearings for his third pick, Judge Mer-
rick Garland, even though very few 
lawmakers argued over his qualifica-
tions to serve.

That unprecedented level of partisan 
obstruction cleared the way for Presi-
dent Donald Trump to nominate his first 
Supreme Court pick, Gorsuch, and for 
the Senate to confirm him with a 54-45 
vote. At 49, Gorsuch is now the young-
est associate justice serving on the na-
tion’s highest court. In comparison, at 
84, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who 
was called a “fiercely independent ju-
rist,” in a 2016 Washington Post article, 
is the oldest.

Before holding the confirmation vote 
for Gorsuch, the Republicans first voted 
in favor of changing the Senate rules 
that called for a “super majority” vote 
to confirm Supreme Court justices.

The vote to change the Senate rules 
and Gorsuch’s confirmation have been 
roundly criticized by civil rights groups.

“Republicans demanded a 60-vote 
threshold for many of Obama’s lower 
court judicial nominations. Leader Mc-
Connell determined that a lifetime ap-
pointment to the highest court in the 
land was not worthy of that same stan-
dard,” said Wade Henderson, the presi-
dent and CEO of The Leadership Con-
ference on Civil and Human Rights, in 
a statement. “The change in the long-
standing Senate rules on Supreme Court 
nominations is a far cry from the action 
taken by Democrats in 2013, which 
only came after years of obstruction by 
the Republicans.”

That action led by then-Senate major-
ity leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.) in 2013 
eliminated “filibusters for most nomina-

tions by presidents, a power play they 
said was necessary to fix a broken sys-
tem but one that Republicans said will 
only rupture it further,” according to 
The Washington Post.

In a separate statement, NAACP Pres-
ident and CEO Cornell William Brooks 
called the decision to bypass the normal 
confirmation process, “an ill-considered 
moment by the world’s greatest delib-
erative body.”

In an earlier statement about Gor-
such’s nomination, Henderson noted 
that during his decade-long tenure on 
the federal bench, Gorsuch proved to 
be a conservative ideologue, who con-
sistently ruled against civil rights, wom-
en’s rights, and workers’ rights. Hender-

son added that Gorsuch demonstrated a 
judicial philosophy that, he believed, 
would prevent the federal government 
from properly enforcing countless acts 
of Congress.

“The president could have nominated 
an independent or consensus candidate 
for this seat, someone like Merrick 
Garland, whose record has proven to 
be unimpeachable,” said Henderson. 
“Instead, he chose Neil Gorsuch to be a 
rubber stamp and yet another ‘yes man’ 
for this administration.”

Trump’s first Supreme Court pick, 
who was strongly favored by conserva-
tive groups, has already weighed-in on 
a controversial case that was brought 
before the Supreme Court.

According to an article posted to 
ThinkProgress.org, “Neil Gorsuch’s 
very first decision on the Supreme Court 
was to let a man be killed.”

Brooks called the Supreme Court a 
critical nonpartisan instrument of our 
democratic system designed to check 
executive and legislative abuses of 
power.

“In reducing the needed approval for 
confirmation of Judge Neil Gorsuch to 
just 51 votes, the Senate has ensured 
that future candidates, even those of a 
severely partisan nature, can now be 
confirmed to our nation’s highest court 
without a single vote of bipartisan sup-
port,” said Brooks. “This sets a danger-
ous trend, particularly for those citizens 
and communities traditionally left out-
side the halls of power. In turn, it rein-
forces to those with power and access 
that their access and influence will only 
increase.”

Brooks warned: “To those Senators 
who voted for this option and Judge 
Gorsuch…‘WE WILL REMEMBER.’”

Trump is likely to have a second op-
portunity to nominate a justice to the 
U.S. Supreme Court before 2020, if one 
of the older justices retires. Justice An-
thony Kennedy, who was appointed by 
President Ronald Reagan, is 80 years-
old and Justice Stephen Breyer, who 
was appointed by President Bill Clin-
ton, is 78. Justice Clarence Thomas, 
who is 68 years-old and the only black 
Supreme Court justice, has served on 
the bench for more than 25 years.

Lauren Victoria Burke is a political 
analyst who speaks on politics and Afri-
can American leadership. She is also a 
frequent contributor to the NNPA News-
wire and BlackPressUSA.com. Connect 
with Lauren by email at LBurke007@
gmail.com and on Twitter at @LV-
Burke.

After blocking Obama’s SCOTUS pick, 
Senate Republicans confirm Gorsuch
Senate Republicans break “Super Majority” rule to confirm Trump’s Supreme Court pick

Black doctors earn less 
than white doctors

Black caucus analyzes civil rights 
in the Trump era at forum
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By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire Contributor

By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire Contributor

President Donald Trump announces his nomination for U.S. Supreme Court, Judge Neil Gorsuch (second from right). OFFICIAL 
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Garrett Enterprises Building
(Near Jackson Medical Mall)

2659 Livingston Road 
Jackson, MS 39213

2500 Square Feet

Call:  601-209-9199

Office 
Space 
for Rent

14 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK www.mississippilink.comAPRIL 27 - MAY 3, 2017

LEGAL

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 77-3-16 of the Mississippi Code of 
1972, as amended, requesting names to be added to a list of contractors and 
suppliers qualified to perform contracts within the scope of proposed utility proj-
ects concerning construction, extension, and/or repair of electric public utility 
facilities for or on behalf of Entergy Mississippi, Inc. Names of qualified contrac-
tors or suppliers desiring to be added to such list may be submitted to supplier-
qualification@entergy.com.

Please include contact information, type of contractor or supplier and a descrip-
tion of qualifications. Questions Call 1-844-387-9675.

3/9/2017 thru 12/28/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 3059 - Roof Replacement Project at Barr Elementary School

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Of-
fice, Attn: Paxton Green, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 
10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 26, 2017, at which time and place they 
will be publicly opened and read aloud.  A Pre-Bid Conference concerning the 
project will be held at Barr Elementary School, 1593 W. Capitol Street, Jackson, 
MS 39203, on May 9, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. Attendance at the pre-bid conference 
is non-mandatory but strongly suggested. The Board of Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the accep-
tance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are 
opened.  A $100.00 deposit shall be required on each set of plans and specifica-
tions, to be refunded upon return of all documents in good condition, returned 
within two weeks of bid opening.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained from Micro Printing 
and Blueprint, 225 E. Pearl Street, Jackson, MS  39201, Phone:  601-355-9543.  
For inquiries contact Durrell Design Group, 500-G East Woodrow Wilson Ave., 
Jackson, MS 39216, Phone: 601-708-4788, Fax: 601-488-4717, Email:  con-
tact@durrelldesigngroup.com
 
Requester:  Please provide company name, contact person and telephone num-
ber, physical address, email address if applicable and Certificate of Responsibil-
ity (COR) Number.  

4/27/2017, 5/4/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of Jackson, Mississippi, at 219 S. 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi 39201 or at Post Office Box 17, Jackson, 
Mississippi 39205 until 3:30 PM, local time, May 30, 2015, at which time they will 
be publicly opened and read aloud for: 

PARHAM BRIDGES PARK ENTRANCE IMPROVEMENTS 

The bid for the Parham Bridges Park Entrance Improvements Project is to pro-
vide, furnish and pay for all necessary equipment, tools, apparatus, transporta-
tion, labor and materials to remove portions of existing concrete paving and to 
install asphaltic paving improvements at Parham Bridges Park. 

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating 
and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs, em-
ployment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons, corpora-
tions, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those who seek 
to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, 
to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for 
employment opportunities. 

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in public 
contracting. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal busi-
ness opportunity for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition 
to selection, each contractor, bidder or offeror shall submit a completed and 
signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan, with the bid submission, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Opportu-
nity (EBO) Executive Order. Failure to comply with the City’s Executive Order 
shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offeror from being awarded an eligible 
contract. For more information on the City of Jackson’s Equal Business Oppor-
tunity Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at 601-960-
1055. Copies of the Executive Order, EBO Plan Applications and a copy of the 
program are available at 200 South President Street, Room 223, Hood Building, 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all 
bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invita-
tion and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, sex, or disability in consideration for an award. 

Contract Documents may be obtained from and/or examined at the offices of 
the City of Jackson’s Public Works Department Engineering Division located 
at 200 S. President Street, Suite 424, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Telephone 
601.960.1823. Prospective bidders may obtain copies of all materials required 
for bidding purposes. For General Contractors and subcontractors, there is a 
NON-refundable deposit of $50.00 for hard copies. There is NO charge for elec-
tronic or e-mail copies. 

Bid preparation will be in accordance with the Instructions to Bidders bound in 
the project manual. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to 
waive any and all irregularities in respect to any bid submitted or to accept any 
proposal which is deemed most favorable to the City of Jackson. 

by: 
Jerriot Smash, Interim Director, Department of Public Works

Marshand Crisler, Chief Administrative Officer 

Terry Williamson, Deputy City Attorney

4/27/2017, 5/4/2017

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Bid 3056 - Dairy Products
Bid 3058 – Baker (Bread Products)

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 (Local Prevailing 
Time) May 16, 2017, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and 
read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for 
forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and 
detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing pagreen@
jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at 
the above address or downloaded from JPS website at  HYPERLINK “http://
www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.jackson.k12.ms.us.  

4/27/2017, 5/4/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY 
CITY OF JACKSON 

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of 
the City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017, 
for the purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-5, 
located at 0 Robinson Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property 
will start at $200. The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with 
the right of ingress and egress to remove same from said property. For addi-
tional information or for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 
or vonanderson@citv.iackson.ms.us  

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 
S. President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0 
Robinson Street Property” and parcel number 151-5 with the bidder’s name. 
Enclose one (1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 
South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY 
CITY OF JACKSON 

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-51, located at 
0 Hughes Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $200. 
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or 
for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonandersonpcity.
jackson.ms.us  

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0 Hughes 
Street Property” and parcel number 151-51 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, May 9, 
2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

LEGAL

NOTICE OF INVITATION TO BID ON CITY-OWNED PROPERTY 
CITY OF JACKSON 

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the City Clerk of the 
City of Jackson, Mississippi before 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 9, 2017, for the 
purchase of certain City-owned property, (zoned R-4), parcel #151-12, located 
at 0 Ewing Street in Jackson, Mississippi. Bids for this property will start at $200. 
The City will retain all mineral rights it owns, together with the right of ingress 
and egress to remove same from said property. For additional information or 
for a “bid form”, contact Von Anderson at (601) 960-2266 or vonanderson@city.
iackson.ms.us

BID INSTRUCTIONS: All bids must be placed in a sealed envelope and de-
livered to the City Clerk of the City of Jackson (located in City Hall at 219 S. 
President St.) The outside of the envelope must be plainly marked: “0 Ewing 
Street Property” and parcel number 151-12 with the bidder’s name. Enclose one 
(1) original and one (1) copy of the bid. Bids will be opened on Tuesday, May 9, 
2017, at 3:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 219 South President 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi. The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

CITY OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
4/20/2017 4/27/2017 5/4/2017

Cryptogram Solution

© Feature Exchange

EMPLOYMENT

100 Black Men of Jackson, Inc., a premier organization for mentoring, is cur-
rently seeking and accepting applications for the position of Program Coordi-
nation for our programs.
 
This position is responsible for coordinating programs and initiatives to in-
clude all projects of the organizations. The successful candidate’s responsi-
bilities include but not limited to the following:

1. Plan, organize and facilitate group service activities;
2. Maintain and manage accurate records and data for all projects and activi-
ties and produce monthly progress reports;
3. Develop and maintain relationships with schools, training centers and 
community-based organizations;
4. Proven communication (verbal and written skills), training and leadership 
skills;
5. Excellent attendance and work ethics.

The work schedule is Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with lim-
ited nights and weekends. Starting date is expected to be not later than May 
15, 2017. Insurance and other benefits provided after probationary period.

Minimum qualifications is a bachelor’s of arts or science degree. Salary is 
negotiable with experience.

Interested candidates may forward their confidential cover letter, resume’ and 
copy of your college transcript/diploma to John Hardy, Executive Director, at 
John.Hardy@100bmj.org or via fax 601-366-8393.

4/27/2017



PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOP-
TION? Call us first. Living expenses,
housing, medical, and continued support
afterwards. Choose adoptive family of
your choice. Call 24/7. 877-824-0639

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get
FAA certification to fix planes. Approved
for military benefits. Financial Aid if qual-
ified. Job placement assistance. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 866-
367-2510

LOCAL DRIVERS WANTED! Be your
own boss.  Flexible hours.  Unlimited
earning potential. Must be 21 with valid
U.S. drivers license,   insurance and reli-
able vehicle.  Call 888-406-8989

DRIVER - CDL A TRAINING. $500 -
$1,000 Incentive Bonus. No Out of
Pocket Tuition Cost!. Get Your CDL in 22
Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available.
Minimum 21 Years. 877-899-1293 EOE.
www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
DRIVER TRAINEES NOW Being Trained
and Hired for McElroy Truck Lines. NO
OTR! GUARANTEED HOME EVERY
WEEKEND! •Local CDL Training• Earn
$55k - $60k. Call today. 1-888-540-
7364.

ATTENTION SMOKERS: Stop smoking
with TBX-FREE! Clinically proven & FDA
Approved!  More effective than patch or
gum! Fast acting – No Side Effects.  88%
success rate! Just $1.67 per day!  Call
844-359-8767

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All conditions
accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for details.
855-400-8263

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. From
$50/Month, includes FREE Genie
HD/DVR & 3 months HBO, SHOWTIME,
CINEMAX, STARZ.  Get a $50 Gift Card.
Call 855-743-4753

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE?  Denied a
Loan Modification? Is the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure? CALL Homeowner's
Relief Line now for Help, 866-948-7316

NEED LEGAL REPRESENTATION?  We
can help with your new personal injury,
DUI, criminal defense, divorce or bank-
ruptcy case. 888-641-7560

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENE-
FITS:  You may qualify for Disability if you
have a health condition that prevents you
from working for a year or more.   Call
now! 844-488-4549

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! A cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - $99 +
FREE Shipping!  100% guaranteed.  CALL
NOW:  844-821-3242
DIGITAL HEARING AIDS - Now offer-
ing a 45-Day Risk Free Offer!  FREE BAT-
TERIES for Life!  Call to start your free
trial!  855-701-0210
LIVING WITH KNEE OR BACK PAIN?
Medicare recipients may qualify to receive
a pain relieving brace at little or no cost.
Call now! 877-863-6359
OXYGEN - ANYTIME.  ANYWHERE.
No tanks to refill.  No deliveries.  The  All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  888-964-
0893
STOP OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRE-
SCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed
Canadian and International pharmacy,
compare prices and get $25 off your first
prescription! Call 866-508-2084

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

H e a l t h  &  We l l n e s sA d o p t i o n

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

F o r  S a l e

L a n d  F o r  S a l e
C l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - F i n a n c i a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

Week of April 23, 2017

To Place Your Statewide Classified Ad Order, Call 601-981-3060.

SMITH LAKE
LIQUIDATION

SALE
Dockable Waterfront

Was $34,900
NOW $19,900

Adjacent to Bankhead National
Forest. Privacy, maintained

roads and electric.
Excellent financing available.

Call 877-420-5269

CHURCH
FURNITURE
Does your church
need pews, pulpit

set, baptistery,
steeple, windows?

BIG SALE on new cushioned pews
and pew chairs!

1-800-231-8360
www.pews1.com

Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT 
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood Dr
DOLLAR GENERAL 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL 
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST 
2325 Livingston Rd.
MCDADE’S  MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S  MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE 
Fortification and I-55
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID  
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID  
6075 Old Canton Rd

C A N T O N
A & I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS

B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE

5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
VOWELL’S  MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry  Road

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION 
at Exit 78
CITY HALL 
West  Cunningham  Avenue

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RAYMOND CITY HALL 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
RAYMOND COURTHOUSE 

U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 18
PITT STOP 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

Where’s My
Paperrrrr?

We hear that question a lot when the mail runs late or a paper gets lost! 
Surveys show that 8 out of 10 Mississippians read a newspaper

weekly.(Pulse Research, June 2016.) And they expect it and look forward
to it for trusted news and shopping information!

Shouldn’t your business advertising be 
where Mississippians want to see it?

Mississippi Press Services
To order your advertising call Sue at 601-981-3060 or email shicks@mspress.org
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The Jackson State softball 
team split the final two games 
of the weekend against Ala-
bama State at the JSU Softball 
Complex.

The Lady Hornets won the 
first game of the series 11-2 
Friday afternoon. On Satur-
day, JSU took the first game 
11-7 and lost the second con-

test 14-5. JSU celebrated its 
senior day prior to the double-
header.

JSU finished the day with a 
12-32 overall record and a 5-10 
SWAC mark. Alabama State 
finished with a 13-28, 8-7 re-
cord.

Game 1
The Lady Tigers took the first 

game of the day 11-7 behind 

the play of pitcher Symone 
Williams, Denisha Knight 
and Alexis Hansard. Williams 
pitched the complete game, al-
lowing seven runs on seven hits 
over seven innings. She struck 
out a game high four batters en 
route to picking up her fourth 
win of the season. Knight fin-
ished with three runs, three hits 
and a RBI.

Hansard ended the game 
with a grand slam in the sev-
enth inning, making the final 
score 11-7.

JSU opened the game with a 
three run first inning. ASU cut 
the Lady Tigers lead down to 
one run in the second inning, 
took a three run lead by scor-
ing four in the third and added 
a run in the sixth.

JSU began to chip away at 
the Lady Hornets lead scoring 
a run in the fifth and sixth in-
nings. JSU entered the seventh 
inning trailing 7-5. 

The Lady Tigers closed out 
the game by scoring six runs. 
Kaitlyn Elzie tripled to right 
center field and scored on an 

error.
Cheyenne Aplon got a walk 

and scored on a Knight double 
to left center field. With the 
game tied at 7-7 and the bases 
loaded Hansard homered to end 
the game.

JSU finished with 11 hits, 
eight runs and eight RBI as a 
team. Charlene Castro suffered 
the loss for Alabama State.

Game 2
The Lady Tigers dropped the 

final game of the series 14-5. 
Each team scored a pair of runs 
in the first inning, but the Lady 
Hornets took control of the 
game with a seven run second 
inning and never looked back. 

JSU made an attempt come 

back, but could not overcome 
the deficit. JSU scored three 
runs in the fourth inning, but 
would get no closer.

Kaitlyn Elzie and Victoria 
Nelson each finished with two 
hits and a run. Nelson also had 
two RBI. As a team JSU scored 
its five runs on eight hits. Ala-
bama State scored its 14 runs 
on 10 hits. Kaylee Davis led the 
Lady Hornets with three runs 
on a pair of hits.

Vanessa Bradford pitched 
six innings and allowed eight 
hits and five runs to pick up 
the win, which is her seventh 
of the season. Ashley Sain (1-
11) pitched 1.1 innings and suf-
fered the loss.

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES STATION 
PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE IN TO HEAR 
JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS. 

After suspending game two 
of the Alcorn road series Sat-
urday night, the Jackson State 
baseball team was unable to 
continue its winning-streak 
falling 9-6 to the Braves Sun-
day morning.

The Tigers regrouped in 
game three to grab a 9-4 vic-
tory, taking the series 2-1 and 
improving their record to 31-12 
overall and 17-4 in conference 
play. Despite the game two 
loss, JSU remains the highest 
ranked team in the Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference

In game one, Mark Watson 
took the loss on the mound for 

a 3-3 record. Watson, junior 
right-hander, entered the game 
after the suspension to start 
the game Sunday morning in 
the top of the sixth with a 5-5 
tie. The Orlando, Fla. native 
pitched 2.1 innings for two hits 
against, two runs (one earned), 
one walk, and five strikeouts.

Jonathan Aponte started the 
game, pitching 5.0 innings for 
eight hits against, five earned 
runs, three walks, and three 
strikeouts. Two other Tigers 
saw action on the mound. Josh-
ua Santiago and Jesse Ander-
son entered the game in relief 
in the eighth inning to each 
pitch 0.1 innings.

Cornelius Copeland, senior 
infielder, led the Tiger offense 
going 2-for-4 at the plate with 
three runners batted in. Bryce 
Brown tied the game high of 
three hits and Jarvis Warner led 
JSU in runs with two.

The Tigers rebound in game 
three with Miguel Yrigoyen 
claiming the pitching win to 
improve his record to 7-2. The 
Valencia, Venezuela native 
pitched 8.1 innings for four 
hits against, four runs (two 
earned), two walks, and eight 
strikeouts. Jose Tirado entered 
the game in the ninth inning to 
relieve Yrigoyen and close the 
game.

Baseball rises above setback 
to take Alcorn Series 2-1

JSU softball splits Senior 
Day double hitter with 
Alabama State
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BOOK REVIEW:
“JAKE THE FAKE KEEPS IT REAL”
BYCRAIG ROBINSON, ADAM MANSBACH, 
  ART BY KEITH KNIGHT
  C.2017, CROWN BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
  $13.99 / $18.99 CANADA  •  138 PAGES

You got this.
You know what’s up. You’ve 

been schooled and you know 
how things work, how it is, how 
it goes down. You can do it, no 
problem. You got this – except 
when, as in the new book “Jake 
the Fake Keeps It Real” by Craig 
Robinson and Adam Mansbach, 
art by Keith Knight, you don’t.

Jake Liston plays the piano.
But he really doesn’t. He made 

people think he does, though, 
just so he could get into the Mu-

sic and Art Academy, a magnet 
school for creative kids. His 
older sister, Lisa, goes there so 
Jake’s parents thought he should, 
too, but Lisa is cool, smart, beau-
tiful, kind and talented… and 
Jake is not.

Actually, Jake is cool. A guy 
has to be cool to fake a piano 
recital with a simple song he 
knows by heart, and fool a board 
of admissions. But talented? 
He’s only talented at faking ev-
erything, and nobody gets good 
grades doing that. You can make 
friends by making things up, but 

you don’t get As.
Or maybe you do: Jake’s best 

friend, Evan (who is talented 
at basketball), pointed out that 
grades aren’t all that important 
at MAA; even Mr. Allen, Jake’s 
homeroom teacher, basically ig-
nores them. Creativity, however? 
That’s very important, which 
means that Jake could be himself 
(weird, in other words) and ace 
all of sixth grade.

And so the next day, Jake goes 
to school and tells everyone to 
call him “The Dentist,” for no 
reason at all. He makes eggs out 

of garbage and glue, and starts a 
fake band with no instruments. 
He fakes assignments, and he has 
a whole list of possible weird-
ness he could fake if he needs to 
fake more.

Unfortunately, there was one 
thing that was not on the list: 
the end-of-year talent show. The 
show that every single student at 
MAA has to participate in. The 
show that Jake is not prepared to 
do: five minutes on a stage, per-
forming for a huge audience.

And that is something Jake 
could never fake…

Here’s another authentic thing: 
the humor that’s inside “Jake 
the Fake Keeps It Real.” The 
story is hilarious, the asides are 
side-splitting, and if that’s not 
enough, there’s the artwork by 
Keith Knight.

Any way you cut it, there isn’t 
a lot of seriousness here. Authors 
Craig Robinson and Adam Man-
sbach really know how to tickle a 
kid’s funny-bone with a story of 
a school full of chaos that mas-
querades as creativity, and a boy 
who takes full advantage of it. 
Even Jake’s teachers and friends 

will make your child LOL be-
cause of their totally natural but 
totally weird personalities. Of 
course, there’s a subtle lesson 
here, too: Jake’s experiences 
teach your kids that being them-
selves is always correct, and that 
everybody has something they 
do best.

For middle-school class 
clowns, the school slacker, or for 
artsy kids who feel misunder-
stood, this book is a winner. For 
10-to-14-year olds who love to 
laugh, it’s “Jake the Fake Keeps 
It Real.” Yeah, you got this.

Born in Orange, New Jersey 
and raised in Sayreville, Dulé 
Hill began attending dance 
school when he was 3 years old. 
He later received his first break 
as the understudy to Savion 
Glover on Broadway in “The Tap 
Dance Kid.”

Dulé went on to perform the 
lead role in the musical’s nation-
al tour. And his additional stage 
credits include “Bring in ‘Da 
Noise, Bring in ‘Da Funk,” the 
Tony Award-nominated musical 
“After Midnight,” “Stick Fly,” 
“Black and Blue,” “Dutchman,” 
“Shenandoah” and “The Little 
Rascals.” 

Dulé is well known for his role 
on “The West Wing,” for which 
he garnered an Emmy Award 
nomination, four NAACP Im-
age Award nominations for Out-
standing Supporting Actor in a 
Drama Series, and two Screen 
Actors Guild Awards as part of 
the Outstanding Ensemble in a 
Drama Series. 

His other television credits 
include the role of Burton ‘Gus’ 
Guster in the long-running series 
“Psych,” which earned him four 
NAACP Image Awards for Out-
standing Actor in a Comedy Se-
ries. He also played Larry in the 
second season of “Ballers.”

His big screen credits in-
clude “Gayby,” “Miss Dial,” 
“Edmond,” “The Guardian,” 
“Holes,” “Sugar Hill,” “She’s All 
That,” “Sexual Life” and the in-
dependent comedy “Remarkable 
Power.”

Dulé is a SAG-AFTRA Foun-
dation Board Member and is 
involved with the non-profit or-
ganizations Justice for Vets and 
The Gabriella Foundation. In his 
spare time, he enjoys tap danc-
ing and playing the saxophone, 

although he says he admits that 
he hasn’t quite mastered the art 
of the sax.

Here, Dulé talks about his new 
movie, Sleight, an action thriller 
about a street magician [Jacob 
Latimore] who starts dealing 
drugs to raise his sister [Storm 
Reid] after the death of their 
mom.

Kam Williams: Hi, Dulé, 
thanks for the interview.

Dule Hill: My pleasure, Kam. 
Thanks for taking the time.

KW: What interested you in 
Sleight?

DH: Beyond the exciting jour-
ney that J.D. Dillard and Alex 
Theurer delivered in their script, 
the main thing that interested me 
in Sleight was the chance to play 
a character outside of the scope 
of what I am used to playing on 
screen. As an actor, I’m always 
looking for new and interesting 
ways to challenge myself. The 
idea of playing a type of villain 
was extremely intriguing.

KW: How would you describe 
the film in 25 words or less?

DH: Sleight. A story about 
good versus evil. Life versus 
death. Circumstances, choices 
and the powers a young mind 
can develop when life gets under 
pressure.

KW: The movie sounds like a 
mix of several genres.

DH: It is. J.D. and Alex did a 
fantastic job of combining an ur-
ban, dramatic thriller with a sci-fi 
superhero origin story to create 
this world. They took different 
aspects of genres we enjoy and 
mashed them up to create a film 
that is engaging, fresh and new, 
which was another one of the 
many reasons I wanted to be a 
part of this project.

KW: How would you describe 
your character?

DH: Angelo is a wolf in 

sheep’s clothing, the kind of guy 
who charms his way into your 
world until one day you realize 
that he doesn’t understand the 
meaning of the word boundaries. 
He’s your best friend and your 
bully all at the same time.

KW: What message do you 
think people will take away from 
the movie?

DH: I believe that a message 
people will take away from the 
movie is “Actions have con-
sequences, so be careful of the 
choices you make.”

KW: Harriet Pakula-Teweles 
asks: With so many classic films 
being redone, is there a remake 
you’d like to star in?

DH: White Nights or The Cot-
ton Club. Gregory Hines and tap 
shoes. I couldn’t ask for anything 
more.

KW: The music maven Heath-
er Covington question: What was 
the last song you listened to?

DH: Unforgettable by Nat 
King Cole

KW: What is your favorite 
dish to cook?

DH: I am not really that skilled 
in the kitchen. Thankfully, my 
lady, Jazmyn Simon, throws 
down when it comes to the cook-
ery. But I can cook a mean corn-
meal porridge that was taught to 
me by my Jamaican father. It’s 
generational…generational. Mi 
seh? [Jamaican slang for “Un-
derstand me?”]

KW: The Morris Chestnut 
question: Was there any particu-
lar moment in your childhood 
that inspired you to become the 
person you are today?

DH: There are layers to this 
answer, but I would say, yes. 
One, being the moment I gave 
my life to Christ. My faith has 
been the focal point of my jour-
ney as far back as I can remem-
ber. I’m not going to sit here 

and say that I have always been 
an angel, but I am aware of the 
grace that has covered me over 
my lifetime. I give my all to live 
a life that is worthy of the favor 
I have received. I don’t always 
hit the mark, but I continue to 
press towards it each day. New 
mercies every morning… Give 
thanks for that.

KW: Sherry Gillam would 
like to know what is the most im-
portant life lesson you’ve learned 
so far?

DH: Enjoy life’s moments. 
Do not take them for granted, 
because you never know which 
one will be the last. Also, seek 

first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness; and all these 
things will be added unto you. In 
other words, get your priorities 
straight; figure out what really 
matters, and focus on that.

KW: The Viola Davis ques-
tion: What’s the biggest differ-
ence between who you are at 
home as opposed to the person 
we see on the red carpet?

DH: The clothes I wear. Thank 
you [celebrity stylist] Jason 
Bolden and [fashionista] Ongell 
Fereria.

KW: If you could have one 
wish instantly granted, what 
would that be for?

DH: For peace to be.
KW: Larry Greenberg asks: 

Do you have a favorite movie 
monster?

DH: I’m a little old school, so 
I’m going to have to go with The 
Blob.

KW: Thanks again for the 
time, Dulé, and best of luck with 
the film.

DH: Thank you, Kam. I defi-
nitely appreciate the love. Bless-
ings.

To see a trailer for Sleight, vis-
it: https://spaces.hightail.com/
receive/AtV4J 

Or: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ORL1d7GWoBc

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
Columnist

(For puzzle answer keys, see page 14)

Cryptogram
A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the 
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the   
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence. 
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by John Travolta

© Feature Exchange

Interview
Sleight

Make Way for Dulé!
By Kam Williams
Columnist
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Mary Church Terrell
15th Annual Literary Luncheon

April 15 • Jackson Hilton
PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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In memoriam

Corporal Allen Harper Jr.
April 14 • New Horizon Church • Jackson, Miss.

PHOTOS BY JAY JOHNSON
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April 26 - May 2, 2017

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF  

TOP  SIRLOIN
STEAKS

PER  LB.

$499

SIRLOIN  END

PORK
CHOPS

PER  LB.

$100

FRESH  FRYER

DRUMSTICKS 
OR  THIGHS

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

79¢

BLUE  BONNET

SPREAD
MARGARINE
15  OZ.  BOWL ............................... 

$100 

KRAFT

SHREDDED
CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  ................................... 

2/$5 

PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SOUR  CREAM
16  OZ.  ..................................... 

2/$3  

BRIGHT  &   EARLY

DRINKS
59  OZ.  ORIGINAL,  APPLE,  GRAPE ......... 

$100  

SELECT  VARIETIES  PIGGLY  WIGGLY 

VEGETABLES
16  OZ. ...................................... 

4/$5  

NEW  YORK  
GARLIC
ROLLS,  TEXAS  TOAST,  BREADSTICKS,  
KNOTS,  BAKE  &  BREAK  7.3 - 12.25  OZ.     

2/$5
SELECT

TONY'S
PIZZERIA  STYLE
18.9 - 20.46  OZ. ................................. 

$200

ASSORTED  VARIETIES

PIGGLY  WIGGLY
ICE  CREAM
56  OZ. ........................................... 

$200

piggly wiggly
1574 West Government Blvd.

BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping

Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price 
you pay at the register.

www.pigglywigglyms.com

BEEF

SHOULDER
ROAST

PER  LB.

$269

PINERIDGE

PORK
RIBLETS

10  LB.  BOX

$1000

LYKES 

RED
HOTS

20  OZ.

2/$5

ON  THE  VINE

TOMATOES
PER  LB.

$100

FAMILY  PACK  BEEF

SHOULDER
STEAK

PER  LB.

$299

FIELDSTONE

MARKET  STYLE
SLICED  BACON

PER  LB.

$349

BUTTERBALL

GROUND
TURKEY

16  OZ.

2/$5

SUPER  SELECT

CUCUMBERS
EACH

2/$1

FAMILY  PACK

PORK
CUTLETS

PER  LB.

$159

BAR-S

SLICED
BOLOGNA

12  OZ.

$100

SELECT  VARIETIES

ARMOUR
LUNCHABLES

2.5 - 2.9  OZ.

$100

NEW  CROP  RUSSET

POTATOES
4  LB.  BAG

$129


