
Saturday, April 12, 2014, the 
men of Farmhaven gathered at the 
home of Amad and Lois Rashad 
to celebrate 105 years of living for 
Bradford Evans who is still active 
in his church and  community. Ev-
ans’ birthday was March 9, 2014.

Rashad, who carves walking 
sticks from exotic wood, pre-

sented one to Evans bearing “105 
Years.”

On Evans 100th birthday, Ra-
shad also presented him with a 
carved wood stick. Evans proudly 
displayed both at the men’s gath-
ering.

Evans, who survived his wife 
Margie, has two sons, Kissie and 
Robert.

See photo on page 6.

Mississippi State Sena-
tor Hillman T. Frazier spent 
time with two Eisenhower 
Fellows visiting the capitol 
Tuesday, April 15, 2014.

George Kuo-Liang Hsieh 
of Taipei, China, is a legis-
lator and the youngest mem-
ber ever elected to Taiwan’s 
Legislative ‘Yuan’ in 2004. 
He is also the youngest ever 
Kuomintang Party Whip as 
of 2011.

Dr. Fares Braizat of Am-
man, Jordan, is director of 
Strategic Studies and Evalu-
ation for the Office of His 
Majesty King Abdullah II, 
the Royal Hashemite Court 
in Amman, Jordan.

While in the United States 
on fellowships, both will 
delve further into the Ameri-
can political process, com-
munication processes and 
certain aspects of economic 
development.

Brad Evans (seated) shows off exotic walking stick carved by 
Amad Rashad (standing) who also carved one for Evans on his 
100th birthday. PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Mary Church Terrell Literary Club, Inc. held its 12th annual Literary 
Luncheon Saturday, April 12, 2014, at the Regency Hotel in downtown 
Jackson. The featured speaker was Michael V. Williams, dean of the 
Division of Social Sciences at Tougaloo College. Williams’ focus was  
on his collective work and responsibility while discussing his book, 
“Medgar Evers: Mississippi Martyr.” Photos continue on page 16. PHO-
TOS BY JAY JOHNSON

George Kuo-Liang Hsien of Taipei, China, State Sen. Hillman T. 
Frazier and Dr. Fares Braizat of Amman, Jordan
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Diane Delaware was sworn 
in Monday, April 14, 2014, as 
mayor of Yazoo City, the first 
female to be elected to the 
post.

Outgoing Mayor MacAu-
thur Straughter passed the 
gavel to the retired Xerox 
Corp. executive during the 

Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
meeting. Delaware defeated 
the incumbent with more than 
80 percent of the vote in the 
April 7 election.

Delaware started her first 
meeting vowing that in the 
future citizens would not 
have trouble hearing what the 
board is discussing after there 
was a problem with the mi-

crophones. The packed house 
in the courtroom at the city’s 
Police Department responded 
with enthusiastic applauds.

Delaware, a statuesque 
63-year-old with a command-
ing presence, is a Yazoo City 

Rosalind Michelle Yarber, wife of City 
Councilman and mayoral candidate Tony Yar-
ber, was asked who knows her husband better 
than she. She replied, “I think his mother prob-
ably thinks she knows him the best, but actually 
no one knows him better than I do.”

Born and raised in Jackson, she and Tony Yar-
ber met when she was 
in the seventh grade. 
“We basically were 

On the night Chokwe A. Lumumba won a 
spot in the mayoral runoff election, he said 
to the crowd: “If anyone doubts my deci-
sion making, meet my wife.”

Ebony Lumumba was by her husband’s 
side that night despite giving birth to their 
first child a couple of weeks before. Daugh-
ter Alake’ Maryama 
was born March 18.

Ebony Lumumba, 

Mary Church Terrell Literary 
Club’s 12th annual Literary 
Luncheon features Tougaloo 
College dean of social sciences 
Michael V. Williams

Men of Farmhaven (Canton) 
celebrate with 105-year-old 
Bradford Evans 

Fellows visiting 
Mississippi from 
China and Jordan 
delve into American 
political process

Yazoo City citizens elect Diane 
Delaware first female mayor

The women who know the mayoral candidates speak out
Rosalind Yarber 

narrates her 
husband’s climb to 

leadership roles

Ebony Lumumba 
speaks to her husband’s 

desire to continue his 
father’s mission

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

By Ayesha K. Mustafaa
Editor

By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

Delaware
Continued on page 4

Yarber
Continued on page 3

Lumumba
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Diane Delaware is sworn in as Yazoo City mayor surrounded by family and friends.
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Lumumba
Continued from page 1

Yarber 
Continued from page 1

an English literature and 
composition professor at 
Tougaloo College, said she 
was supportive from the start 
of her husband’s decision to 
run for mayor. She said the 
young Lumumba spent pri-
vate time with his father after 
Mayor Chokwe Lumumba’s 
death on February 25, 2014, 
and came away with some 
revelations about the calling 
for his own life going for-
ward. 

Ebony said her husband 
told her that he felt compelled 
to continue his father’s mis-
sion and be of service to the 
larger community. While the 
family was still dealing with 
the loss of her father-in-law 
and the impending birth of 
their first child, she said she 
had no questions or qualms 
about her husband’s decision 
to run for the office of mayor 
of Jackson.

“When he came to me and 
said this is what he needed 
to do, it had already come to 
my spirit,” she said. “When 
we are called to do things to 
serve others, it is rarely ever 
at a time convenient for us.”

She believes her husband 
is up to the challenge of be-
ing mayor because he was so 
intimately involved with his 
father’s campaign. She said 
campaigning now has put 
new demands on their time, 
but they are committed to 
their message.

Ebony, 31, is on maternity 
leave but plans to return to 
work when school starts in 
the fall. She said she is sup-
portive of her husband’s 
work but the calling on her 
life is teaching. “That’s my 
bag. I love words, I love 
writing and reading. I will 
always be involved in teach-
ing somehow.”

Ebony said her desire to 
write started in 7th grade 
when she read Eudora Wel-
ty’s story “Why I live at the 
P.O.” Last summer, she re-
ceived a fellowship from the 
Eudora Welty Foundation 
and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and His-
tory.

“I got to go through all her 
writings and photos and her 
personal effects. It was won-
derful,” said Lumumba, who 
counts Welty among her fa-
vorite authors.

She currently has a book 
chapter in the publication 
process with Palgrave Mac-
Millan. It’s a literary criti-

cism piece titled “Must the 
Novelist Ask Permission? 
Authority and Authentic-
ity of the Black Voice in 
the Works of Eudora Welty 
and Kathryn Stockett (The 
Help).” The book is titled 
“When Whites Write Black.”

Ebony is a graduate of 
Spellman College and Geor-
gia State University. She is 
working on a doctorate at 
Ole Miss. She is the young-
est of four children. Her par-
ents are Rev. Jimi and Mary 
Jones.

The couple met when they 
were 5-years-old in kinder-
garten. They lived in the 
same apartment complex and 
were playmates. They recon-
nected when she returned to 
Jackson and have been mar-
ried for a year.

While the campaign has 
placed new demands on their 
time, she said it has strength-
ened and grown them in a 
way they wouldn’t have oth-
erwise. “I didn’t expect that 
being physically apart so 
much would grow us togeth-
er,” she said.

“The wonderful thing is 
the magnanimous nature of 
people. Everyone has been 
so kind and supportive and 
loving to us over the last 40 
days. It gives us hope and 
has truly been encouraging.”

One of the qualities that 
drew her to her husband, she 
said, is that he was so con-
victed about what he needed 
to do in his life. Service to 
others and putting others be-
fore self is something they 
both believe in. 

As for her husband’s lead-
ership style she said he is 
wise enough not to micro-
manage. “He’s a good judge 
of people and surrounds him-
self with capable people. He 
lets them do their job, but he 
also knows to be there when 
needed,” she said.

She said he is prayerful 
and serious about his faith. 
“That motivates him to serve 
and think about others be-
fore self. He makes thought-
ful decisions and is capable 
of more than he often may 
think. Yet he’s humble and 
has no problem seeking 
council.”

She shares his desire to 
help bring progress to Jack-
son. Although she would 
have no official role if her 
husband is elected, she said, 
“Whatever I can do to lend 
any talent God has given me 
to pour into the city some of 
what it has poured into us, I 
would do gladly.”

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 260-4232.

raised together. In my junior 
year of high school, I became 
his girlfriend and so we were 
high school sweethearts.”

Tony was a year ahead of 
her in school and went to col-
lege at University of Southern 
Mississippi (USM) and a year 
later, Rosalind went to Alcorn 
College. They were separated 
for her first three years of col-
lege and then reconnected in 
her senior year.

The Yarbers have been mar-
ried for 13 years and have 
three children: daughter Car-
men, 19, a freshman at Jack-
son State University; their son 
Cameron and daughter Tony 
Michelle both attend Wilkens 
Elementary School.

Rosalind said, “Tony is a 
man of integrity. He is a man 
of God and will be the best 
person to lead this city for-
ward. He is just an awesome 
guy. I may not have always 
been the most attentive girl-
friend, but in all of our ups and 
downs he has stuck beside me. 
And I know that as a mayor, 
he will stick with the people of 
Jackson.”

Asked what type of dis-
ciplinarian her husband is, 
she said, “The kids will hear 
Tony’s voice and fall in line, 
where I have to repeat myself. 
When dad walks in the house 
and says something, they do 
it. The power of his voice is as 
a male figure in the house…. 
My daughter and I joke and 
say, ‘That’s Mufasa!’ You 
know in The Lion King. When 
Tony speaks, everybody gets 
in line.”

While African American 
communities are often seen as 
plagued with absentee fathers, 
Rosalind said she is blessed. 
“Tony is a hands on father. 
He attends parent meetings. 
He speaks at the schools. He 
is a Little League coach for 
our children. He champions 
our children in football and as 
cheerleaders. He is at JSU with 
Carmen.” She said his primary 
image is that of a “family man.”

She said her husband’s lead-
ership readiness began before 
he was elected to the City 
Council. “He was student body 
president at Forest Hill when 
the student population was 40 
percent black and 60 percent 
white. He was part of the stu-
dent government at USM.

“He has been a teacher, an 
assistant principal and princi-
pal and is pastor of our church. 
He is one of the founding 
members of Alignment Jack-

son and spearheaded the Faith 
Based Initiative to Stop Vio-
lence.”

If Yarber becomes mayor, 
Rosalind said she is prepared 
to share him with her city. “I 
can’t be selfish. When I mar-
ried Tony, I knew the gifts that 
God placed in him. So I knew 
I couldn’t just keep him to my-
self.

“I know I have to share him 
with this city but he does it in 
a way that shows a very good 
balance with all the other du-
ties he has. Neither me or my 
kids ever feel like we are sec-
ond; we know, to him, family 
comes first.”

When it comes to women’s 
rights and leadership, she an 
opinion on how her husband 
would govern. Rosalind said, 
“my husband values the rights 
of women in the workplace. A 
lot of women in his life have 
been high ranking officials.

“He respects my position as 
director of social services at 
the Salvation Army. His cam-
paign office is led by a team of 
strong black women. He wants 
to level the playing field for 
women who come to the city 
with bids and contracts to be 
treated just like the men. He 
wants to give women those 
same opportunities.”

Although Jackson is recog-
nized as a city that is 70 percent 
black, there are other ethnic 
groups and races that live and 
work here. So how can Yarber 
as mayor reach out to and iden-
tify with those citizens?

Rosalind said, “He’s been 
doing that since he was elected 
on the City Council in 2009. 
He has reached out to the In-
dian community and the His-
panic community. He will con-
tinue to do what he has always 
done and that is to reach out to 
people across the rainbow and 

get pass any racial barriers.”
She said she has no real wor-

ries about her husband. “He 
knows he cannot do every-
thing. God has also given him 
enough sense to know that, so 
he brings to the table the peo-
ple he knows may have more 
knowledge than him on certain 
issues. 

“That will take some of the 
stress off him. He assembles a 
team to get the work done. He 
won’t spread himself too thin. 
I know he gets upset about 
things he cannot get done.”

Asked what don’t we know 
about her husband, Rodalind 
replied, “Tony and I are very 
transparent people. He has told 
our life story from the pulpit. 
We have no secrets. Tony is 
a guy who loves to have fun; 
he loves people. He loves life. 
Sometimes, people may take 
things out of context, but he is 
who he is….

“Experience is the best 
teacher. And in Tony’s case, 
he has been taught a lot. Not to 
say he will never make a mis-
take; of course, he will. But he 
won’t make the same mistakes 
from the past. He is not the 
perfect man, and I don’t think 
I would want to be married 
to someone who thought they 
were perfect. 

“Jesus was the only perfect 
man to walk the earth with-
out sin. We are human; we are 
flawed. Tony is a man of faith.”

A native of Jackson, Coun-
cilman Tony T. Yarber was 
reared in the Westside Com-
munity, Subdivision 2. A prod-
uct of Jackson Public Schools, 
he received a B.S. degree in 
elementary education from the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi and a M.S. degree in edu-
cation administration and su-
pervision from Jackson State 
University.

Get  out  and  VOTE
April  22

www.mississippilink.com THE mississippi Link • 3ApriL 10 - 16, 2014

Daughter Alake’ Maryama with adoring mom and dad

Lumumba on the campaign trail.          PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES

The Yarber family

Runoff mayoral debate hosted by 
WAPT TV and Mississippi College of Law

Jackson, MS, April 16, 2014
pHoTos bY JAY JoHnson
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Delaware
Continued from page 1

native who returned to the city in 
2004 or 2005 (she didn’t quite re-
call) after living in several places, 
the last being Stanford, Conn. She 
spent the bulk of her career in exec-
utive positions with Xerox, but she 
was also a marketing vice president 
for Lockheed Martin.

This was Delaware’s second run 
for mayor. In 2010 she was in a run-
off against Straughter but lost by a 
few dozen votes.

Delaware thanked residents for 
her win but said she intends to thank 
them further through her actions for 
the city. “You gave us a mandate 
for change and we did some of that. 
Some, we did not do. But we’ve 
started,” she said.

She said her first order of business 
will be to send a survey to engage 
citizens in deciding what priorities 
should be for the city.

Delaware said she wants to make 
Yazoo City a “functioning, operat-
ing city” by practicing basics of 
government, such as good record 
keeping and managing the city’s fi-
nances.

“I want Yazoo City to be a place 
where people who live here are safe 
and secure,” she said. 

She also hopes to bring resources 
into the city located at the edge of 
the Delta. “Economics shift; the 
Delta doesn’t have to remain poor 
and neither does Yazoo City. Some-
one has to reap the benefits of the 
shift, why not Yazoo City?

“We can be better than the rest of 
area, a place where people want to 
be. If we could be a quiet bedroom 
community where people retire, 
why not? We don’t have to be the 
poorest in the region with the worst 
school system. We can be the best in 
the Delta,” she said.

Delaware made clear she was not 
pleased with some moves the previ-
ous board made since the election, 
such as firing and hiring personnel 
and giving huge raises to some, 
something she said the city could 
not afford to do, but we will live 
with it.”

One of the first board actions 
was to renew the contract for city 
attorney Sarah O’Reilly-Evans. 

Delaware wanted to retain her on 
a month-to-month basics until the 
board had time to consider the con-
tract but voted with others to extend 
her employment for a year.

O’Reilly-Evans is a former city 
attorney in Jackson. Concerns were 
raised because she, in addition to 
her paid contract, earned thousands 
extra for bond proposals she wrote.

Marilyn Claybon Hathorne, a 
longtime friend of Delaware, said 
she is the best thing this city could 
have. “She’s a visionary and she can 
bring resources to the city because 
of connections she has in the cor-
porate world,” Hathorne said. “And 
she will hold people accountable. 
She has integrity.”

Four aldermen were also sworn 
in Monday. Starting their first terms 
are Gregory Robinson, Ward 3 and 
Ron Johnson, Ward 1. Aubrey Brent 
was re-elected to a second term in 
Ward 4. Dr. Jack Varner was elected 
to his sixth term in Ward 2.

Stephanie R. Jones can be 
reached at srjones13@gmail.com 
or (601) 260-4232.
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An open letter to undecided voters from Chokwe Antar Lumumba:

Dear Jackson Voters,

Thank you for voting in our City’s most recent Special Election. Although you may not have voted for me, I thank you 
for assuring your voice was heard by casting your vote. Your message is clear - you want great things for the City of 
Jackson. I truly admire your engagement and investment in the future of our great City. Over the next few days, I am 
committed to doing all that I can to prove to you that I am the candidate best equipped to move Jackson forward. I 
want to earn your trust. I want to earn your vote. I want you to believe, along with approximately 11,000 of your friends 
and neighbors, that we deserve growth, prosperity and security in the manner that my candidacy can deliver. 

In order to lead the people, you must first serve the people. I have worked for and supported the development of jobs and 
resources all over Jackson for the past decade and a half. I’ve helped develop free academic and recreational camps in 
West Jackson; I’ve led street clean-up efforts throughout the city; I’ve worked to establish People’s Assemblies to assure 
that every Jacksonian has the opportunity to be a part of government decision-making; and I’ve represented men, women 
and youth pro bono against unlawful convictions and false criminal charges. I often represent people pro-bono (meaning 
“for the public good”) because I believe in the interest of justice for those who would otherwise not be able to afford 
representation. Protecting the liberties of the innocent and preventing the path of self-destruction for our youth is more 
valuable to me than any billable hour. I hold that our gifts and talents are not our own, but they are to be used for the 
benefit of the larger community. Thus, I am driven by the desire to always use my resources to serve the public good. 

The truth is… I am not a politician. Until 2013, the status of Jackson could be directly correlated to decades 
of leadership by career politicians. It is time for fresh and innovative ideas. It is time for bold initiatives. It is 
time for courageous leadership that listens to and understands the needs and desires of ALL of the citizens of 
Jackson. This is what Jackson deserves. This is what I can deliver. I am not afraid to make tough decisions if 
they benefit the greater good of all. I am not afraid to show up and speak up for the people of this City in critical 
times. All Jacksonians will be fully involved in the political process under my leadership because my approach to 
governance has the people at its core. My goal is to serve you and take Jackson from a place of continuous missed 
opportunity to a place where its people flourish, feel protected, and experience the quality of life you deserve. 

I offer the citizens of Jackson the People’s Platform. It’s not a one liner, slogan, or acronym, but a comprehensive 
platform developed through two decades of serving diverse communities and listening to the issues that impact us most. 
The People’s Platform is solution-based and we’ve only begun to witness its benefits during my father’s eight months 
in office. We are at a critical point in Jackson. I am asking for your vote because I know that every great movement 
takes great sacrifice. Jackson was on the brinks of progressive change and I cannot sit by comfortably while the hopes 
and dreams of people across Jackson grow dim. There are several individuals all over Jackson who have voices that 
deserve amplification. We are all ordinary people, but collectively, we are capable of doing extraordinary things for our 
City. I have stepped up, I will continue to stand up, and I’ve always spoken up – for you—for the people. Now, I’m asking 
you to allow me to work for you. Servant leadership rooted in love for the people of Jackson...that’s what I offer. 

Will you stand with me - and for Jackson?
In love and gratitude,
Chokwe Antar Lumumba
VOTE APRIL 22nd FOR CHOKWE A. LUMUMBA!
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The first day of the Habi-
tat for Humanity Mississippi 
Capital Area (HFHMCA) 
Thrivent Builds site had a very 
special work crew - the Jack-
son Hotshots.

The only firefighting crew 
east of the Mississippi River 
chose Habitat as a community 
service project, providing vol-
unteers to assist with flooring 

and foundation work for the 
new house that will be home 
for Rosalyn McGowan and her 
three children.

Thrivent Financial Services 
for Lutherans is partnering 
with HFHMCA to sponsor 
Thrivent Builds. “Working in 
partnership with Habitat fami-
lies to help them build their 
homes is an inspiring experi-
ence,” said Jaye E. Germany, a 
local representative with Thri-

vent Financial. 
“We at Thrivent also enjoy 

working alongside volunteers 
like the Hotshots who gener-
ously donate their times and 
talents to strengthen our com-
munity.”

Since being formed in 1997, 
the Jackson Hotshots have 
fought disastrous wildland 
fires from Alaska to Florida.

In addition, they have been 
called upon to assist with sev-

eral national emergencies, 
including Ground Zero after 
9/11, search and recovery op-
erations from the Space Shut-
tle Columbia, and recovery ef-
forts after Hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita and Sandy.

“Habitat for Humanity was 
a perfect fit for our Hotshot 
crew,” said crew member Fred 
Ashford. “We are very happy 
to be able to give back to our 
community. Helping others is 

core to our mission and get-
ting to work outdoors was just 
a bonus.”

“Being part of the Jackson 
Hotshots is like being in a 
family,” said Hotshots Team 
Leader Lamar Liddell.

“So having the opportunity 
to help build a home for a fam-
ily in need was very reward-
ing. Any time we can come 
together, work hard and see 
our accomplishment, we are 

blessed. While we are prepar-
ing for fire season later this 
spring, we wanted to reach out 
and help our community,” said 
Liddell.  

The Thrivent Builds site is 
located at 2819 Bishop Street 
in the Virden Addition neigh-
borhood of Jackson.

To learn more about Habi-
tat for Humanity Mississippi 
Capital Area, call 601-353-
6060.

Men and family members of Brad Evans celebrate strong black male leadership in the community in conjunction with his 105th birthday                                                                         PHOTO BY AYESHA K. MUSTAFAA

Firefighting crew Jackson Hotshots 
perform community service with Habitat

Members of the Farmhaven (Madison County) community show love 
and respect for Brad Evans who was 105 years old on March 9

By Peggy Hampton
Special to The Mississippi Link

Helping to haul flooring to the work site are (from left) Fred Ashford, Jermaine Kelly and Lamar Liddell.

Gathering for the first day at the Thrivent Builds site were Jackson Hotshot volunteers (kneeling from left)  
Wade Irish and Jonathan Garrelts; (second row, from left), William Hudson, Jermaine Kelly, Henry Jackson 
and Marcia Weaver; (back row from left) Anthony Ashalintubbi, Slade Exley, Robert  White, Ryan Hagenah, 
Jaye Germany, Lamar Liddell, Justin Hodges,  Josh Hampton and Fred Ashford.
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WASHINGTON - People 
with old Social Security debts 
are getting a reprieve - for 
now.

The Social Security Ad-
ministration had been partici-
pating in a program in which 
thousands of people were hav-
ing their tax refunds seized 
to recoup overpayments that 
happened more than a decade 
ago.

On Monday, Acting Social 
Security Commissioner Caro-
lyn W. Colvin said she was 
suspending the program while 
the agency conducts a review.

Social Security recipients 
and members of Congress 
complained that people were 
being forced to repay over-
payments that were sometimes 
paid to their parents or guard-
ians when they were children.

The Social Security Admin-
istration said it has identified 
about 400,000 people with 
old debts. They owe a total of 
$714 million.

So far, the agency says it has 
collected $55 million, mainly 
by having the Treasury De-
partment seize tax refunds.

Colvin said she was sus-
pending the program “pend-
ing a thorough review of our 
responsibility and discretion 
under the current law to refer 
debt to the Treasury Depart-
ment.”

“If any Social Security or 
Supplemental Security Income 
beneficiary believes they have 
been incorrectly assessed with 
an overpayment under this 
program, I encourage them to 
request an explanation or seek 
options to resolve the over-
payment,” Colvin said.

The program was autho-
rized by a 2008 change in the 
law that allows Social Secu-
rity and other federal agen-
cies, through the Treasury, to 
seize federal payments to re-
coup debts that are more than 
10 years old. Previously, there 
was a 10-year limit on using 
the program.

In most cases, the seizures 
are tax refunds.

The Washington Post first 
reported on the program.

Democratic Sens. Senators 
Barbara Boxer of Califor-
nia and Barbara Mikulski of 
Maryland complained about 
the program in a letter to Col-
vin.

“While this policy of seizing 
tax refunds to repay decades-
old Social Security overpay-
ments might be allowed under 
the law, it is entirely unjust,” 
the senators wrote.

After Colvin’s announce-
ment, Boxer said in a state-
ment, “I am grateful that the 
Social Security Administra-
tion has chosen not to penalize 
innocent Americans while the 
agency determines a fair path 
forward on how to handle past 
errors.”

There are several scenarios 
in which people may have re-
ceived overpayments as chil-
dren. For example, when a 
parent of a minor child dies, 
the child may be eligible for 
survivor’s benefits, which are 
often sent to the surviving par-
ent or guardian.

If there was an overpayment 
made on behalf of the child, 

that child could be held liable 
years later, as an adult.

Also, if a child is disabled, 
he or she may receive overpay-
ments. Those overpayments 
would typically be taken out 
of current payments, once they 
are discovered.

But if disability payments 
were discontinued because the 
child’s condition improved, 
Social Security could try to re-
coup the overpayments years 
later.

“We want to assure the pub-
lic that we do not seek restitu-
tion through tax refund offset 
in cases when the debt in ques-
tion was established prior to 
the debtor turning 18 years of 
age,” Social Security spokes-
man Mark Hinkle said in an 
email. “Also, we do not use 
tax refund offset to collect the 
debt of a person’s relative. We 
only use it to collect the over-
paid benefits the person re-
ceived for himself or herself.”

Hinkle said the debt collec-
tion could be waived if the 
person was without fault and 
repayment would “deprive 
the person of income needed 
for ordinary living expenses 
or would be unfair for another 
reason.”

NATIONAL

Covering the 
three-day cel-
ebration of the 
50th anniversary 
of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act at the 
University of 

Texas last week brought back a 
string of memories - some fond, 
some bitter. As a son of the South 
-Tuscaloosa, Ala., to be specific 
- I saw first-hand how the region 
was transformed from America’s 
version of apartheid to one that is 
perhaps more genuinely accepting 
of African Americans than any 
other geographical section of the 
country.

Lyndon B. Johnson, Jimmy 
Carter and Bill Clinton - all white 
southerners who grew up in the 
Jim Crow South - played a signifi-
cant role in the region’s transfor-
mation. But that didn’t happen in 
a vacuum. Each was pushed and 
challenged by the modern Civil 
Rights Movement, a multi-racial 
movement, with blacks serving 
as chief architects that prodded 
the U.S. to have its deeds mirror 
its professed ideals. (George W. 
Bush, a wealthy Texan, is omitted 
from this discussion because he 
did nothing significant to advance 
civil rights. In fact, his appoint-
ment of John Roberts and Samuel 
Alito to the Supreme Court rep-
resented a setback to the cause of 
civil rights.)

While Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer-

ence (SCLC); Whitney Young 
of the National Urban League; 
NAACP Executive Director Roy 
Wilkins; John Lewis, chairman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coor-
dinating Committee (SNCC) and 
Roy Innis of the Congress of Ra-
cial Equality (CORE) receive the 
lion’s share of publicity about the 
movement, the true heroes were 
the everyday men and women of 
the South who risked their jobs 
and lives to be treated as equals.

As a senior at Druid High 
School, I participated in the last 
leg of the Selma-to-Montgomery 
March. A group of us skipped 
school one day and went to Bir-
mingham to protest the killing of 
the four little girls at 16th Street 
Baptist Church. And when we 
boycotted the segregated buses in 
my hometown, I borrowed Uncle 
Percy’s car and joined dozens of 
others who retraced the bus rout-
esthrough our community, pick-

ing up people and giving them a 
free ride to their destination.

A few Alabama-born whites 
took a principled stand for civil 
rights. Bill Shamblin and Bill 
Plott, editors of the Crimson 
White, the University of Alabama 
newspaper, were among the most 
memorable. They supported de-
segregation in the 
face of death threats. 
That took a lot of 
courage, especially in a city that 
was also home of Robert Shelton, 
the head of the Ku Klux Klan.

Neither LBJ, Carter nor Bill 
Clinton demonstrated that level of 
courage and commitment to civil 
rights in their youth. Yet, they, too, 
are sons of the South and though 
they grew up on the other side of 
the tracks, they carried a special 
sensitivity to race - some say guilt 
- with them to the White House. 
Of the three, Lyndon Johnson 
was by far the best. His signature 

legislation - the Civil Rights Act 
of 1965, the Voting Rights Act of 
1964 and the Fair Housing Act of 
1968 - forever changed America, 
particularly the South.

But Johnson didn’t start out as a 
progressive. As President Obama 
said of Johnson in his speech in 
Austin, Texas, “During his first 

20 years in Congress, 
he opposed every civil 
rights bill that came up 

for a vote, once calling the push 
for federal legislation ‘a farce and 
a sham.’”

But stepping into the Oval Of-
fice upon the assassination of 
John F. Kennedy, Johnson was 
able to rise above his past.

Unlike Johnson or Clinton, 
Jimmy Carter had a close rela-
tionship with African Americans 
growing up in Georgia.

“I grew up in a little village, un-
incorporated named Archery, Ga., 
just a few miles west of Plains,” 

Carter recounted. “…We were 
surrounded by 55 other families 
who were African American. All 
of my playmates, all of my com-
panions in the field - the ones I 
hunted with, fished with, wrestled 
with, fought with - were black 
people,” Carter said in his speech.

He explained, “I learned to ap-
preciate, you might say, black cul-
ture. When I wrote a book called 
Hours Before Daylight, at the end 
of the book, I tried to think of five 
people other than my parents who 
had shaped my life and only two 
of those five were white.”

Bill Clinton was a good presi-
dent but was probably the most 
overrated of the three Southern-
ers. When looking at permanent 
cabinet positions, he appointed 
more black cabinet members 
than Barack Obama, he was a 
firm supporter of affirmative ac-
tion and appointed two liberals to 
the Supreme Court - Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer. But 
he also was part of the successful 
movement to shift the Democratic 
Party to the right and signed into 
law a regressive welfare reform 
measure.   

Last week’s summit at the Uni-
versity of Texas celebrated the 
1964 Civil Rights Act. It could 
have also been a celebration of 
three Southern-born presidents 
who managed to overcome the 
rampant discrimination of their 
youth.

George E. Curry, former edi-
tor-in-chief of Emerge magazine, 
is editor-in-chief of the National 
Newspaper Publishers Associa-
tion News Service (NNPA.) He 
is a keynote speaker, modera-
tor, and media coach. Curry can 
be reached through his Web site, 
www.georgecurry.com. You can 
also follow him at www.twitter.
com/currygeorge and George E. 
Curry Fan Page on Facebook.

Memories of LBJ, Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton

People with old social 
security debts get reprieve

OVERLAND PARK, Kan. - 
The white supremacist charged 
in shootings that left three people 
dead at two Jewish community 
sites in suburban Kansas City 
made his first court appearance 
Tuesday.

Wearing a dark, sleeveless an-
ti-suicide smock, Frazier Glenn 
Cross sat in a wheelchair as he 
was escorted to a video room 
for the hearing. He stood under 
his own power to face the judge, 
crossing his arms and speaking 
only when answering routine 
questions from the judge. He 
requested a court-appointed law-
yer.

Cross is being held on $10 
million bond and his next court 
appearance is scheduled for 
April 24.

Physician William Lewis Cor-
poron, 69, and his 14-year-old 
grandson, Reat Griffin Under-
wood, were shot and killed out-
side of the Jewish Community 
Center of Greater Kansas City. 
Both were Methodist. Moments 
later, Terri LaManno, a 53-year-
old Catholic occupational thera-
pist and mother of two, was 
gunned down outside Village 
Shalom, a Jewish retirement 
complex where she was visiting 
her mother.

In Kansas, one of the narrow 
circumstances in which capital 
murder cases are pursued in-
cludes the intentional killing of 
more than one person in “the 
same act or transaction or in two 
or more acts or transactions con-
nected together or constituting 
parts of a common scheme or 
course of conduct.”

In this case, a single charge 
was applied to the deaths of Cor-
poron and his grandson because 
the deaths occurred in a very 
short period of time as part of 
the same act, prosecutors said. 
LaManno’s death doesn’t meet 
the standard for capital murder, 
Johnson County District At-
torney Steve Howe said, but 
he would not provide details or 
evidence gathered in the case to 
explain why.

Federal prosecutors say there’s 
enough evidence to warrant put-
ting the case before a grand jury 
as a hate crime, but U.S. Attor-
ney Barry Grissom said Tuesday 
that federal charges were likely a 
week or more away. Cross’ state 
case would have to be resolved 
before he could be moved to a 
federal trial.

“Our system is more nimble, 
we can move a little bit quicker 
than the federal system. We’ve 
alleged he came into the commu-
nity I’ve been elected to protect. 
... This isn’t about retribution, 
this is about seeking justice,” 
Howe said.

Cross is a 73-year-old Viet-
nam War veteran from southwest 
Missouri who founded the Caro-
lina Knights of the Ku Klux Klan 
in his native North Carolina and 
later the White Patriot Party.

Cross shouted a Nazi slogan 

at television cameras as he was 
arrested after Sunday’s killings, 
which shocked the city on the 
eve of Passover and refocused 
attention on the nation’s problem 
with race-related violence.

The Southern Poverty Law 
Center, a nonprofit that monitors 
the activities of known white su-
premacists, says Cross, who also 
went by the name Frazier Glenn 
Miller, has been immersed in 
white supremacy most of his life. 
During the early 1980s, Cross 
was “one of the more notorious 
white supremacists in the U.S.,” 
according to the Anti-Defama-
tion League.

He was the target of a na-
tionwide manhunt in 1987 for 
violating terms of his bond while 
appealing a North Carolina con-
viction for operating a paramili-
tary camp, and federal agents 
tracked Cross and three other 
men to a rural Missouri mobile 
home stocked with hand gre-
nades and automatic weapons.

A federal grand jury indicted 
Cross on weapons charges and 
accused him of plotting robber-
ies and the assassination of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center’s 
founder. He served three years in 
federal prison.

Cross also ran for the U.S. 
House in 2006 and the U.S. Sen-
ate in 2010 in Missouri, each 
time espousing a white-power 
platform.

Supremacist faces murder 
charges in Kansas deaths

U.S. Attorney Berry Grissom, right, and Johnson County District Attorney 
Steve Howe, left, listen to a question during a news conference in Overland 
Park, Kan., Tuesday, April 15, 2014. Kansas prosecutors filed state-level mur-
der charges Tuesday against white supremacist, Frazier Glenn Cross, who is 
accused in a shootings that left three people dead at two Jewish community 
sites in suburban Kansas City on Sunday. AP Photo/Orlin Wagner

Cross

FILE - In this May 31, 2013, file photo, acting Social Security Commissioner 
Carolyn W. Colvin, center, accompanied by Acting Labor Secretary Seth D. Har-
ris, left, and Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, speaks during a news conference 
about Social Security and Medicare in Washington. The Social Security Admin-
istration is suspending a program in which thousands of people were having 
their tax refunds seized to recoup overpayments that happened more than a 
decade ago. Colvin said Monday, April 14, 2014, she has directed an immedi-
ate halt to the program while the agency does a review. AP PHOTO/CHArLES 
DHArAPAK, FILE
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Sixteen JPS schools were 
recognized at the recent 
statewide conference of the 
Program of Research and 
Evaluation of Public Schools 
(PREPS) for being named 
Value Added Schools. The 
assessment results of over 
1,000 Mississippi schools 
were recorded on the Missis-
sippi Statewide Accountabil-
ity System for 2012-2013. 
PREPS analyzed this data 
for schools statewide. They 
designated 321 schools state-
wide as value-added schools.

The PREPS Value Added 
awards were presented dur-
ing the 2014 PREPS-MAPE 
Conference held March 19-
20, 2014. Over 600 educators 
and business leaders were 
present at the conference. 

Among them were adminis-
trators from JPS’s Office of 
Instruction - Dr. Lorene Es-
sex, deputy superintendent; 
Dr. Michelle King, Elemen-
tary executive director; Dr. 
Mitchell Shears, Elementary 
executive director; and Von-
da Beatty, Middle School ex-
ecutive director.

PREPS is a private non-
profit consortium of school 
districts. The organization’s 
purpose is to develop and im-
plement educational products 
and services that support dis-
tricts’ efforts to demonstrate 
improvement in their instruc-
tional programs.

2014 JPS PREPS Value 
Added Schools

MCT2 Language Arts
Bailey APAC Middle - 

Christi Hollingshead, princi-

pal
Baker Elementary- Dr. 

Shauna Nicholson-Johnson, 
principal

Barr Elementary - Dr. Can-
dra Nelson, principal

Bates Elementary - Ste-
phen Johnson, principal

Casey Elementary - Leslie 
Coleman, principal

Davis Magnet Elementary - 
Dr. Jane Everly, principal

George Elementary - Dr. 
Mary Ann Bailey, principal

Johnson Elementary - Faith 
Strong, principal

Lester Elementary - Wil-
liam Merritt, principal

McWillie Elementary - 
Sara Pearson, interim princi-
pal

Northwest Middle - Chine-
lo Evans, principal

Poindexter Elementary - 

Yolanda Lloyd, principal
Power APAC - Dr. Marlynn 

Martin, principal
Sykes Elementary - Moni-

ka Smith, principal
Timberlawn Elementary - 

Jamellah Johnson, principal
Walton Elementary - Gwen 

Gardner, principal
MCT2 Mathematics
Bailey APAC Middle - 

Christi Hollingshead, princi-
pal

Casey Elementary - Leslie 
Coleman, principal

Davis Magnet Elementary - 
Dr. Jane Everly, principal

McWillie Elementary - 
Sara Pearson, interim princi-
pal

Northwest Middle - Chine-
lo Evans, principal

Power APAC - Dr. Marlynn 
Martin, principal

Murrah boys’ basketball coach 
Timothy Speech was named the 
Coach of the Year for Boys’ Bas-
ketball. He was recognized by the 
Mississippi High School Activities 
Association on Thursday, April 10, 
2014.

Coach Speech has had a success-
ful run as a coach of boys’ basket-
ball in JPS. In 2012-2013, he was 
named All-Metro Boys Coach of 
the Year after leading the Murrah 
boys’ basketball team to the Class 
6A state championship in his first 
year as the team’s head coach. Be-
fore that, he was the head coach at 
Bailey Magnet High School for 
eight years. He led the team to two 
the state finals twice, in 2006-2007 
and 2011-2012.

Coach Speech teaches Advanced 
Placement U.S. History at Murrah 
High School. He graduated from 

Jackson State University with a 
degree in education. He started 
his professional career as a second 
grade teacher at Lake Elementary 
while serving as an assistant basket-
ball coach at his alma mater Calla-
way High School.

Forest Hill girls’ basketball coach 
Tangela Banks was named the Coach 
of the Year for Girls’ Basketball. She 
was recognized by the Mississippi 
High School Activities Association 
on Thursday, April 10, 2014.

Coach Banks began her teaching 
and coaching career at Canton High 
School where she described herself 
as an “ambitious yet considerate 
mentor for youth.” After moving to 
Forest Hill High School in 2009, she 
began the work of establishing a for-
midable girls’ basketball program. 
She eventually led the team to back-
to-back state championships in 2012 
and 2013.

Having achieved an impressive 
win-loss record of 98-25, her ad-
ditional accomplishments include 
being named a Coach of the Year 
for girls’ basketball by the Clarion-
Ledger and National Federation of 

High Schools.
Coach Banks received degrees 

from Hinds Community College and 
Jackson State University. She com-
pleted her master’s degree in Health 
and Physical Education at Jackson 
State University.

Over 500 students displayed their 
musicianship at the Annual Jack-
son Public Schools’ All-City String 
Festival concert on March 25, 2014, 
at Callaway High School. Students 
were selected to attend two days of 
intensive rehearsals to perform in 
beginner, intermediate, middle and/
or high school string ensembles. 
Each ensemble showcased the tal-
ents of JPS students who participate 
in the Mississippi Symphony Or-
chestra’s (MSO) String Program.

JPS music teachers Jerome 
Hawkins of Lake Elementary 
conducted the high school en-
semble, and Cotina Wicks of 
Blackburn Laboratory Middle 
School conducted the upper ele-
mentary/middle ensemble. MSO 
music teachers Tammy Luke and 
Amanda Morato conducted the 
beginner/intermediate string en-
sembles.

The event was well-attended 
by parents, JPS administrators, 
and guests.

JPS schools named PREPS 
Value Added Schools

Murrah basketball 
coach Speech named 
coach of the year

Forest Hill basketball 
coach Banks named 
coach of the year

Hundreds of 
students display 
their musical talents 
in the annual JPS All-
City Music Festival

Speech

Banks

In the center front is Walton principal Dr. Gwendolyn Gardner. Dr. Lorene Essex, Deputy Superintendent of Instruction for JPS is on her left. Dr. 
Mitchell Shears, Executive Director of Elementary Schools is on Gardner’s right. Vonda Beaty, Executive Director of Middle Schools is second from 
left. To Beaty’s right is Dr. Michelle King, Executive Director of Elementary Schools.

The All-City String Festival showcase the talents of JPS students who participate in the MSO String Program.
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The White House Initiative 
on Education Excellence for 
African Americans will hold a 
summit at Jackson State Uni-
versity April 25-26, following a 
national conference emphasiz-
ing the importance of educating 
young men of color.

The Coalition of Schools Ed-
ucating Boys of Color (COSE-
BOC) will hold its 8th Annual 
Gathering of Leaders confer-
ence April 23-26 on the JSU 
campus. The registration for the 
COSEBOC event closes Friday, 
April 18. 

The event will offer an ex-
traordinary menu of profes-
sional development oppor-
tunities for pre K-12th grade 
educational leaders including: 
over 60 workshops and in-depth 
learning seminars led by staff of 
schools demonstrating success 
in educating boys and young 
men of color, COSEBOC mem-

bers, and nationally renowned 
education researchers and poli-
cy-makers.

“We are extremely pleased 
that the White House Initiative 
on Educational Excellence for 
African-Americans will hold a 
summit at Jackson State Uni-
versity immediately following 
our Gathering of Leaders,” said 
COSEBOC Executive Director 
Ron Walker. “Led by our col-
league David Johns, this event 
will feature an extraordinary 
roster of nationally renowned 
speakers and opportunities for 
discussion.”

Walker said the Gathering 
theme, Onward and Upward! 
Advancing the Affirmative De-
velopment of Boys and Young 
Men of Color, speaks volumes.

“I am excited that this theme 
links to the history of the work 
to guarantee freedom, justice, 
equality and educational equity 
for people of color. The Civil 

Rights Movement of the ’50s, 
’60s, and ’70s was one of the 
most impactful times in Ameri-
can history,” Walker said.

“In Mississippi and across 
this nation, individuals such as 
Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers, Ce-
sar Chavez, Dennis Banks, Bob 
Moses, Russell Means, Dolores 
Huerta, Viola Liuzzo, Hollis 

Watkins, Fannie Lou Hamer 
and countless others worked 
hard for freedom, justice and 
the opportunities afforded to us 
today,” said Walker.

The White House Summit 
will begin 6 p.m. Friday, April 
25, in the Rose E. McCoy Au-
ditorium and resume Saturday, 
April 26. 

Alcorn Child Development 
Laboratory Center received Pres-
ident Alfred Rankins Jr. April 7 to 
help kick off Week of the Young 
Child™ (WOYC), April 6-12, 
2014.

According to the proclama-
tion read by President Rankins, 
Week of the Young Child™ is 
an annual celebration sponsored 
by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children, 
designed to raise awareness and 
advocacy surrounding the impor-
tance of early childhood learning 
programs.

President Rankins was de-
lighted to participate and read 
with excitement ‘Rudy the Rude 
Rooster”’by Amy Odom Wil-
liford. “As educators of young 
minds, you are making an ever-
lasting impact on the lives of chil-
dren,” said Rankins as he thanked 
the employees of the learning 
center.

“Creating an environment 
where reading is enjoyable helps 
establish a strong early founda-
tion and love of reading,” said 
Rankins. “The work you all do 
each day is critically important 
during the early developmental 

stages of a child’s life.”
Other members who partici-

pated included Executive Vice 
President and Provost Samuel L. 
White who read “Have You Got 
My Purr” by Judy West and Tim 
Warnes; Vice President Carl Cun-
ningham read “Teach Your Buf-
falo to Play Drums” by Audrey 
Vernick; and Rev. C. Edward 
Rhodes read “Greta the Grateful” 
by Amy Odom Williford.

At the kickoff celebration oth-
er program participants included 
Dr. Barry Bequette, dean of the 
School of Agriculture, Research, 
Extension and Applied Sciences, 
and Dr. Carrie Ford, interim 
chairperson, Department of Hu-
man Sciences.

The Alcorn Child Develop-
ment Laboratory Center Program 
Director Arthur Owens expressed 
appreciation to all who participat-
ed in the week of activities.

Alcorn State University is a 
premier comprehensive land-
grant university that develops 
diverse students into globally 
competitive leaders, and applies 
scientific research through col-
laborative partnerships that ben-
efit the surrounding communities, 
state, nation, and world.

Dr. Carolyn Howard has been 
a part of the esteemed faculty at 
Jackson State University for 16 
years, and much of her research 
has focused on cancer and cancer 
treatments. She recently won a 
2014 Presidential Creative Award 
for Faculty and Staff for her pro-
posal to study the impact an Afri-
can plant has on mammary cancer 
stem cells (MCSC), which are re-
sistant to most available therapies.

At the center of Howard’s pi-
lot study is Vernonia amygdalina 
(VA). The plant’s leaves have been 
consumed for hundreds of years, 
either as a vegetable or aqueous 
extracts, for the maintenance of 
good health. Previous preliminary 
findings suggest VA shows prom-
ise in reducing mammary cancer 
stem cell MCSC-mediated initia-
tion and progression of mammary 
tumors.

Howard was introduced to the 
plant more than a decade ago by 
a faculty colleague whose grand-
mother, who was an herbalist in 
Nigeria, used VA to treat illnesses. 
He brought the plant back to Jack-
son State University, where it was 
patented.

“We were the first to use the 
aqueous extract of VA as an an-
ti-cancer agent. We have been 
striving to validate VA ever since 
then,” Howard says.

Breast cancer is a complex 
disease consisting of many het-
erogeneous cell types. Aggressive 
triple negative breast cancers with 

higher stem cell content are fre-
quently diagnosed in pre-meno-
pausal African-American women 
who suffer the worst outcomes to 
chemotherapy, the only treatment 
option available.

“If this study is successful, VA 
could be recommended as a pre-
ventative measure for women at 
a higher risk for developing breast 
cancer, as well as eventually be-
come a new treatment for mam-
mary cancer patients,” Howard 
says.

Howard said the project’s ul-
timate goals include generating 
preliminary data for full-fledged 
National Institutes of Health grant 
applications and finding more 
effective treatments against the 
most aggressive forms of breast 
cancer.

The project is an inter-institu-
tional collaboration with Dr. Sheh-
la Pervin, an assistant professor at 
Charles Drew University of Medi-
cine and Science in Los Angeles.

The Alcorn State Univer-
sity Health Physics (HP) Pro-
gram in the Department of 
Advanced Technologies hosted 
Dr. Masoud Beitollahi, a health 
physicist in the Department of 
Radiological Health at the Uni-
versity of Utah, March 24-26. 
He was welcomed by Depart-
ment chairperson Dr. Kwabena 
Agyepong and senior faculty, 
Dr. Steve Adzanu. The Director 
of Health Physics program Jer-
miah Billa, gave Dr. Beitollahi 
a tour of various laboratories 
operated in the Department.

The primary goal of this visit 
was for Beitollahi to meet stu-
dents in the program with a fo-
cus on those enrolled in envi-
ronmental radioactivity course 
during the spring semester. 
The health physicist spent time 
sharing methodologies in en-
vironmental sampling, sample 
preparations and measurement 
of the environmental samples. 
He also presented classical 
standard methods for radon and 
thoron measurements (active 
and passive procedures in air, 
water and soil). As part of their 
practical training, the group 
used a specific instrument, 
“Alpha-Guard,” provided by 

French company SAPHYMO 
for the measurement of radon 
and thoron. In addition, Bei-
tollahi trained students to con-
duct measurement of tritium in 
water samples including direct 
and enhancement methods us-
ing liquid scintillation counter.

Beitollahi also served as the 
guest speaker for the student 
branch of Health Physics Soci-
ety (HPS) during their meeting. 
He shared valuable information 
on educational and career op-
portunities in the field of health 
physics and medical physics. 
Beitollahi provided extensive 

hands-on training to students 
in performing measurements of 
radon/thoron in environmental 
samples.

The training session ended 
on the last day of the visit with 
special remarks from Adzanu 
who thanked Beitollahi for 
providing extensive training to 
Alcorn students.

Billa commended the guest 
specialist for volunteering his 
services, “We are especially 
thankful for the opportunity for 
our students to learn specific 
topics in radiation regulations 
and environmental radioactiv-

ity. The primary responsibili-
ties of health physicists are to 
protect people and environ-
ment from the harmful effects 
of radiation. The experiences 
gained through this training 
will help us to focus on two im-
portant projects that can benefit 
the society: measurement of 
radon/thoron in drinking water 
on the Lorman campus and in 
homes located in Claiborne and 
Jefferson counties. We would 
also like to express our grati-
tude to SAPHYMO for pro-
viding instruments for student 
training.”

White House summit and national 
conference focused on educating African 
Americans to be held at JSU April 23-26

President Rankins 
celebrates Week of the 
Young Child at Alcorn’s 
Child Development 
Laboratory Center

Creative Award winner’s 
research focuses 
on breast cancer 
treatment at JSU

Health physicist from the University of 
Utah visits Alcorn health physics program
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Mississippi Wing Color 
Guard Team placed second 
place overall at the Southeast 
Region Cadet Competition 
(SERCC) held at Maxwell AFB 
April 4-6, 2014. The Team is 
made up of Cadets from the 
MS-072 Pine Belt Composite 
Squadron located in the Hat-
tiesburg Area. They were rep-
resenting the entire State of 
Mississippi. This was their first 
competition. Teams from Ala-
bama, Florida and Tennessee 
competed with Mississippi in 
the color Guard Competition.

The Cadets that competed 
from Mississippi are Home-
school Students from the Hat-
tiesburg, Collins and Petal 
areas. They are high school 
students and have been in-
volved with Civil Air Patrol for 
over one year.

Captain John Broussard, 
Commander of the local Com-
posite Squadron, is planning a 
special ceremony at the next 
Composite Meeting on Tues-

day, April 15, 2014 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Hattiesburg Fire 
and Police Training Academy, 
53 Academy Dr., Hattiesburg, 
MS 39401. The Color Guard 
Team will perform.

For more information about 
the local Pine Belt Composite 
Squadron, contact the pub-
lic affairs officer, 2dLt Bill 
Wedgeworth, at (601) 543-
9758 bill.wedgeworth@com-
cast.net.

Local Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program finishes second place 
overall at Southeast Regional Color Guard Competition
The Mississippi Link Newswire

Students attend the COSEBOC Press Conference on April 14.

Alcorn President Alfred Rankins Jr. reading to students.

Dr. Carolyn Howard

Dr. Beitollahi (center) with the HP Program students and faculty. 

Representing the Mississippi Wing of the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program at the 2014 
Civil Air Patrol SER Cadet Competition are C/TSgt David Webster, C/SSgt Mark 
Wedgeworth (Team Captain), C/SrA Zachary-Scott Neal, C/TSgt Johnathan Webster.

Participating in the 2014 Civil Air Patrol 2014 Southeast Region Cadet Competition held at Maxwell AFB from left Colonel Wes 
Hannah, C/SrA Zachary-Scott Neal, C/Lt Christian Shiyou, C/TSgt Johnathan Webster, Maj Felix Diaz (lead instructor), C/SSgt 
Mark Wedgeworth (Team Captain), C/Amn Daniel Breckenridge (First Alternate), 2dLt Bill Wedgeworth, C/TSgt David Webster, 
C/A1C Jillian Shaw, SER Vice Commander – Operations Colonel G. Barry Melton, and Mississippi Wing Commander Colonel 
Mallory Woodcock. The Team placed Second Overall for Color Guard Competition.



MIAMI - Tied 
to an unpopular 
president and his 
signature health 
care law, Demo-
crats in the na-
tion’s largest 
swing state see 
medical marijuana 
as a potential an-
tidote to political 
malaise in this 
year’s midterm 
elections.

Party operatives 
are pushing a con-
stitutional amend-
ment that would 
make Florida the 
first state in the 
South to legalize some pot 
use. Polls show the measure 
has widespread public sup-
port, and it’s particularly 
popular among young voters 
- a critical part of the Demo-
cratic coalition with histori-
cally weak turnout in non-
presidential election years.

“I wish that it didn’t take 
medical marijuana on the 
ballot to motivate our young 
voters,” said Ana Cruz, for-
mer executive director of the 
Florida Democratic Party. 
“But listen, we’ll take it any 
way we can get it.”

Activists are also gather-
ing signatures for medical 
marijuana initiatives in Ar-
kansas, where Democrats are 
fighting to retain the gover-
norship and a U.S. Senate 
seat, and Ohio, where the 
party is trying to oust GOP 
Gov. John Kasich. But those 
petition drives face signifi-
cant organizational hurdles.

The political world likely 
will be focused on Florida 
in November for clues about 
the turnout potential among 
young voters of pot on the 
ballot. At stake is the gov-
ernor’s office, as well as 
a handful of competitive 
House seats.

In 2012, both Washington 
and Colorado saw spikes in 
youth turnout when mari-
juana initiatives were on the 
ballot. This year, Florida 
could be a critical test case 
for whether those increases 
were an anomaly or the start 
of a trend in advance of the 
presidential election in 2016, 
when activists plan to launch 
legalization campaigns in 
at least six states, including 
battleground Nevada.

“It’s a smart move on the 
Democrats’ part,” said David 
Flaherty, a Colorado-based 
GOP pollster. “It’s going to 
help them, no doubt about 
it.”

Florida Republicans argue 

that Democrats do not have a 
clear-cut advantage on medi-
cal pot, with public polls 
showing an overwhelming 
majority of GOP voters sup-
porting it. They also say it’s 
unlikely to excite young vot-
ers in the way that legaliza-
tion campaigns did in Colo-
rado and Washington, where 
pot was sanctioned for rec-
reational use along the lines 
of alcohol, or become part 
of a divisive culture war that 
could drive turnout.

Nevertheless, the mari-
juana initiative may be one 
bright spot for Democrats in 
an election year that could be 
grim for the party. President 
Barack Obama remains un-
popular, and Republicans are 
trying to make the elections 
a referendum on his health 
care law. Gov. Rick Scott is 
making the health care over-
haul a central issue in the 
governor’s race and outside 
conservative groups, such 
as Americans for Prosperity, 
are funding a barrage of neg-
ative ads against Democrats 
in a handful of swing-voting 
House districts.

“I would rather have it 
on the ballot than not,” said 
Steve Schale, a Democratic 
consultant who managed 
Obama’s Florida campaign 
in 2008. “It could have a 
marginal impact, and a mar-
ginal impact in Florida could 
be the difference between 
winning and losing.”

A Republican victory in a 
special House election last 
month in Florida underscored 
the Democrats’ turnout prob-
lem. The St. Petersburg-area 
district has 2.4 percent more 
registered Republicans than 
Democrats, but GOP voters 
outnumbered Democrats by 
8 percentage points among 
those who cast ballots.

Some Republicans paint 
the medical marijuana initia-
tive as a ploy by Democrats 

to help former Gov. Charlie 
Crist, a Republican turned 
Democrat, reclaim the gov-
ernorship. Crist supports the 
measure, saying it’s “an is-
sue of compassion.” Scott 
opposes it, citing his broth-
er’s struggles with substance 
abuse.

The marijuana campaign’s 
chief financier is John Mor-
gan, an Orlando trial lawyer 
and major Democratic donor 
whose firm employs Crist. 
Morgan insists the effort is 
personal, not political; he 
says marijuana eased the suf-
fering of his father, who died 
of esophageal cancer, and his 
brother, who is a quadriple-
gic.

Democrats say the medi-
cal pot measure could help 
counter Republican energy 
by motivating young and in-
dependent voters. According 
to a national survey spon-
sored by George Washington 
University last month, nearly 
40 percent of likely voters 
said they would be “much 
more likely” to vote if a le-
galization measure was on 
the ballot, with another 30 
percent saying they would 
be “somewhat” more likely 
to vote.

Organizers of the medical 
marijuana effort plan to raise 
and spend $10 million on 
their campaign, with much 
of the money devoted to a 
turnout operation aimed at 
registering voters to cast ab-
sentee ballots.

“We want to be able to 
have our stereotypical, lazy 
pothead voters to be able to 
vote from their couch,” said 
Ben Pollara, a Democratic 
fundraiser and campaign 
manager for the United for 
Care group, which also plans 
to get voters to the polls on 
Election Day.

Associated Press news re-
searcher Judy Ausuebel con-
tributed to this report.

NEW YORK - In the midst of 
the diabetes epidemic, a glim-
mer of good news: Heart attacks, 
strokes and other complications 
from the disease are plummeting.

Over the last two decades, the 
rates of heart attacks and strokes 
among diabetics fell by more than 
60 percent, a new federal study 
shows. The research also con-
firms earlier reports of drastic de-
clines in diabetes-related kidney 
failure and amputations.

The drop is mainly attributed to 
better screening, medicines and 
care. The improvements came 
even as the number of U.S. adults 
with diabetes more than tripled in 
those 20 years.

“It is great news,” said Dr. John 
Buse, a University of North Caro-
lina diabetes specialist, of the 
drop in rates.

“The prognosis for folks with 
diabetes has improved dramati-
cally over the last two decades, at 
least for those with good access to 
care,” Buse said in an email. He 
was not involved in the study.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention research is 
reported in Thursday’s New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine.

Diabetes is a disease in which 
sugar builds up in the blood. The 
most common form is tied to obe-
sity, and the number of diabetics 
has ballooned with the rise in 
obesity. Today, roughly one in 10 
U.S. adults has the disease, and 
it is the nation’s seventh leading 
cause of death, according to the 
CDC.

The obese are already at higher 
risk for heart attacks and strokes. 

But diabetics 
seem to have more 
narrowing of their 
blood vessels - a 
condition that 
can further foster 
those problems.

In the 1990s, 
key studies 
showed that dia-
betics could keep 
their blood sugar, 
blood pressure 
and cholesterol 
under control. 
The research sug-
gested that vision 
and heart prob-
lems, leg and 
foot amputations 
and other diabe-
tes complications 
were not neces-
sarily inevitable.

Meanwhile, insurance pro-
grams expanded coverage of 
blood sugar monitors and diabetes 
treatment. Gradually, larger num-
bers of diabetics were diagnosed 
earlier and with milder disease.

For the new study, the CDC tal-
lied complication rates from 1990 
to 2010 for diabetics ages 20 or 
older.

During that time, the heart at-
tack rate fell 68 percent, from 141 
to 45.5 per 10,000 diabetics, ac-
cording to hospital records.

The decline was so great that, 
despite the growing ranks of dia-
betics, the actual number hospi-
talized with heart attacks dropped 
from more than 140,000 to about 
136,000.

The stroke rate fell less dra-
matically - but still declined by 
more than half, finishing at 53 

per 10,000. The heart attack and 
stroke rates for diabetics are es-
sentially even now, lead author 
Edward Gregg noted.

The researchers saw declines in 
hearts attack and stroke rates for 
non-diabetics as well, but those 
improvements weren’t nearly as 
big as they were for diabetics.

Amputation rates also fell by 
more than half. However, like 
strokes, the actual number in-
creased over the two decades.

The growth in the number of 
diabetics “wiped out most of the 
gains” from the declining rates, 
so the number who ended up in 
the hospital for strokes or ampu-
tations swelled, said Dr. Robert 
Gabbay, of Boston’s Joslin Dia-
betes Center.

The study also found that the 
rate of kidney failure dropped 

by 28 per-
cent. But that 
wasn’t true 
for all ages 
- the rate in 
those 65 and 
older actually 
increased, for 
reasons that 
aren’t clear. 
That could be 
a sign diabet-
ics are living 
longer - long 
enough to get 
kidney dis-
ease, Gregg 
speculated.

The re-
s e a r c h e r s 
also looked 
at a less com-
mon com-
p l i c a t i o n , 
death caused 
by danger-
ous levels of 
blood sugar. 
The rate of 
such deaths 
dropped by 
64 percent; 
the num-
bers also de-
clined by 18 
percent. In 
2010, those 
deaths to-
taled 2,361.

WASHINGTON - The Afford-
able Care Act’s health insurance 
subsidies will cost a little less than 
previously thought, according to a 
new report released Monday.

The Congressional Budget Of-
fice predicts that health insur-
ance subsidies under the so-called 
“Obamacare” plan will total a little 
more than $1 trillion over the next 
10 years, instead of almost $1.2 tril-
lion initially estimated.

CBO said the eight percent cut 
results largely from tighter cost 
controls by insurance companies 
offering plans on health care ex-
changes. Generally speaking, the 
plans offered on the exchanges pay 

health care providers less and have 
tighter management of patients’ 
treatment options, and that means 
lower premiums and taxpayer sub-
sidies.

Medicaid adds almost $800 bil-
lion in costs over the decade. Over-
all, however, the health care law 
reduces the deficit because of tax 
hikes, penalties paid by people and 
businesses that forgo insurance, 
and curbs on Medicare.

Overall, the report is positive 
news for the White House and its 
Democratic allies on Capitol Hill, 
who are under assault politically 
after the health care law’s troubled 
roll-out and as it remains unpopular 
with many voters. CBO’s predic-

tions of the number of people cov-
ered by the law haven’t changed 
much and it is holding firm to pre-
dictions that 6 million will get cov-
erage through health insurances ex-
changes this year. The White House 
has boasted that 7.5 million people 
have signed up, although some 
people will have coverage for only 
part of the year and not all of the 
enrollees have paid their premiums.

All told, combining a host of fac-
tors, CBO finds that the net cost of 
the Affordable Care Act’s coverage 
provisions will be $104 billion less 
than previously thought over the 
next 10 years, tallying $1.4 trillion 
instead of more than $1.5 trillion. 
The factors are complex, but they 

include higher excise tax revenues 
from so-called Cadillac health plans 
and lower general tax revenues, be-
cause more people than expected 
receive tax-free compensation in 
the form of employer-sponsored 
health insurance.

The report also predicts that pre-
miums won’t skyrocket next year 
as some fear. Insurance compa-
nies are no longer allowed to reject 
people for pre-existing health con-
ditions. But CBO does say that pre-
miums will rise moderately from 
an average of $3,800 in 2014 to an 
average of $3,900 for 2015, which 
would be good news for the Obama 
administration if the projections 
panned out.

The average exchange subsidy 
will rise from $4,410 this year to 
$7,170 in 2024, CBO says, helping 
drive the percentage of nonelderly 
people covered by health insurance 
to 92 percent of the population le-
gally residing in the country.

Premiums have come in lower 
than CBO projected a few years 
back. The agency also says that 
people signing up next year will be 
younger and healthier than those 
who enrolled this year. CBO says 
premiums should increase by about 
6 percent per year after from 2016.

The new estimates of the health 
care law are contributing to a slight-
ly improved overall deficit picture. 
CBO said in a separate report on 

Monday that federal budget deficits 
over the coming 10 years will be 
$286 billion less than estimated in 
February. This year’s deficit would 
dip to $492 billion from the $514 
billion figure cited two months ago.

CBO is a nonpartisan congres-
sional agency that does research 
and cost estimates for lawmakers.

It seems plain that the agency is 
grappling with the effects the wide-
ranging law will have. Modest 
tweaks to its estimates can add up 
to tens of billions of dollars.

Earlier this year, CBO caused a 
tempest when it predicted the ben-
efits of the health care law would 
cause some people to work less, 
dampening economic growth.

HEALTH

Report projects health care costs to dip slightly
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Medical pot measure could 
boost FLA. Democrats

Study: Diabetic heart 
attacks and strokes falling

The Mississippi Link Newswire

By Mike Stobbe 
AP Medical Writer

FILE - In this Friday, March 1, 2013 file photo, Chan Lai 
Ly, right, has his mouth examined by Honghue Duong, 
a physician’s assistant, as part of a regular check-up re-
lated to his diabetes at International Community Health 
Services in Seattle. Over the last two decades, the rates 
of heart attacks and strokes among diabetics fell by 
more than 60 percent, a new federal study shows. AP 
PHOtO/tED S. WArrEn

FILE - this Dec. 6, 2013 file photo shows different strains of marijuana displayed 
for sale at the Clinic, a Denver-based dispensary with several outlets, in Denver. 
tied to an unpopular president and his signature health care law, Democrats in 
the nation’s largest swing-state see the prospect of legal medical marijuana as 
a rare source of hope and high voter turnout in this year’s midterm elections. AP 
PHOtO/BrEnnAn LInSLEy, FILE

   the U.s. preventive services task 
Force (UspstF) has proposed 
updating its 2004 lung cancer screening 
recommendations based on an analysis 
of findings from two recent major lung 
cancer screening trials.  Because lung 
cancer is the leading cause of cancer-
related death in the United states, the 
UspstF advocates yearly low-dose 
chest computed tomography (Ct) scans 
for high-risk current and former smokers 
who have no symptoms.  the best 
reason for doing so is the national lung 
screening trial’s finding that low-density 
helical (spiral) Ct screenings resulted 
in a 20% relative risk reduction in lung 
cancer death.  present and past smokers 
aged 55-79 years who have quit within 
the past 15 years, with a smoking history 
of 30-pack years, should take notice.

   symptoms of lung cancer 
generally reflect damage to the 
lungs’ ability to function normally.  
the most common symptoms are 
a worsening cough that will not go 
away and chest discomfort.  Other 
symptoms include shortness of 
breath, spitting up small amounts 
of blood, unexplained weight 
loss, back pain, loss of appetite, 
and general fatigue. to schedule 
a consultation, please call the 
mississippi CAnCer institiUe 
at (601) 249-5510.  We are a 
premier cancer treatment center 
located at 1501 Aston Avenue.  
thirty-pack years is defined as 
smoking one pack a day for 30 
years or smoking two packs daily 
for 15 years.

DO YOU QUAliFY FOr CAnCer sCreeninG?

By Michael J. Mishak 
Associated Press
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“Every par-
ent wants good 
schools, safe 
c o m m u n i t i e s 
and access to the 
services their 
children need 

…. [But] African-American, 
Latino, American indian and 
subgroups of Asian and pacific 
islander kids face some of the 
biggest obstacles on the path-
way to opportunity….”

This is according to a 2014 
“Race for Results” report on 
the state of children of color 
released in April by the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation.

By 2018, children of color 
will be the majority, but they, 
their families and communities 
are disproportionately lacking 
in resources on their pathway 
to opportunity.

By 2030, these children will 
become the majority of the 
workforce, and by 2050 they 
will be the majority of the 
population. Our future requires 

that we help all children and 
not let children of color be con-
signed to the sidelines.

The “Race for Results” re-
port scores children’s prog-
ress - across racial groups, 
among ethnic groups and by 
geographic locations - in meet-
ing critical milestones for their 
long-term success.

indicators include babies 
born at normal birth weight, 
fourth graders who scored at or 
above proficient levels in read-
ing, children who live in low-
poverty areas, high school stu-
dents graduating on time, etc.

African-American children 
are in a national crisis accord-
ing to the “Race for Results” 
index score. They particularly 
fare poorly in Michigan, Wis-
consin, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Alabama, Arkansas, and in 
South Carolina where they are 
least likely overall to become 
middle-class. 

American indian children 
face some of the steepest bar-
riers to success, like African 
American children, especially 

in the upper Midwest, South-
west and mountain states. in 
South Dakota, they fare worst 
of any groups in any state.

White children in the north-
eastern states of new Jersey, 
Massachusetts, and Connecti-
cut hold the top three scores 
for white children on the in-
dex. While in the South, espe-
cially the extreme poor regions 
of West Virginia (Appalachia) 
and Mississippi (the Delta), 
white children score the low-
est two.

Children from immigrant 
families face greater obstacles 
than children in U.S.-born fam-
ilies because of the household 
not being fluent in English, 
parents’ lack of a high school 
degree, and legal status that 
can keep them from accessing 
public programs. 

Latino children from more 
than 40 states scored in the 
lower half of the index. Fami-
lies from Mexico, the Carib-
bean and Central America face 
bigger barriers in attaining eco-
nomic security than those from 

Cuba, Spain or South America. 
Asian and pacific islander 

children of Hmong, Laotian, 
Cambodian, and Vietnamese 
descent are the least likely to 
score high on economic securi-
ty compared to Japanese, Asian 
indian and Filipino children.

Fair-minded persons who 
believe in equitable opportu-
nity recognize that the above 
are examples of the continuing 
impact of structural racism. 

Though great progress has 
been made to roll back overt 
racist laws and customs, the 
cultural norms and bias in our 
foundational institutions that 
limit opportunity for children 
of color are legitimized over 
time through seemingly “col-
orblind” customs, practices 
and policies. 

This report helps us to see 
“a clear picture of yesterday’s 
history, today’s reality and to-
morrow’s hope for the nation’s 
future.”

The Rev. Elizabeth Leung is 
the Unite Church in Christ’s 
Minister for Racial Justice.

The furor 
has not died 
down over Rep. 
paul Ryan’s 
(R-Wis.) re-
cent comments 
about inner city 

men and poverty in America. 
And Ryan agreed to talk with 
the Congressional Black Cau-
cus about the racial overtones 
of his comments.  

Still, a troubling theme in 
America is the concept of the 
“deserving” poor. The prob-
lem with Ryan’s statement 
and the current unwillingness 
to raise the minimum wage is 
a new sense among conserva-
tives that there are no “de-
serving” poor.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
told us in 1967: “in the sim-
plistic thinking of [the early 
part of the 20th Century] the 
absence of worldly goods 
indicated a want of industri-
ous habits and moral fiber. 
We have come a long way in 
our understanding of human 
motivation and of the blind 
operation of our economic 
system.

“now we realize that dislo-
cations in the market opera-
tion of our economy and the 
prevalence of discrimination 
thrust people into idleness 
and bind them in constant 

or frequent unemployment 
against their will. 

“The poor are less often dis-
missed from our conscience 
today by being branded as 
inferior and incompetent. We 
also know that no matter how 
dynamically the economy de-
velops and expands, it does 
not eliminate all poverty.”

Unfortunately, we are back 
to Dr. King’s square one dis-
cussing poverty. Being poor 
again means you are not in-
dustrious. The government 
that Ryan promotes is for 
the industrious company that 
ships American jobs over-
seas, gives tax breaks to the 
oil industry and farm subsi-
dies to huge industrial agri-
cultural firms.

Ryan’s government is not 
supposed to extend unem-
ployment insurance benefits 
to support American families 
struggling to find work or 
help low-income children eat.

On these counts, too many 
are like Ryan. But the reality 
is closer to Dr. King’s assess-
ment of the problem at hand. 
Let’s lay out the facts. The 
majority of poor non-senior 
households in America have 
someone who works (62 per-
cent) and yes, Ryan, this is 
also true for African Ameri-
cans.

Further, roughly one in five 
poor households has a full-

time, year round worker; and 
yes, Ryan, this is also true for 
African Americans. Eighty 
percent of families with chil-
dren receiving means-tested 
assistance for food, housing 
or health insurance have a 
worker in the family.

The new view is that the 
working poor are not “de-
serving” because times have 
changed, and less educated 
workers are “too lazy” to 
have read the message and 
did not put in the effort in 
school they should have - so 
they “deserve” low wages.

But since Dr. King’s speech, 
the educational attainment of 
Americans has increased dra-
matically. So the poor cannot 
be simply those who dropped 
out of high school. Again, 
among families with children 
receiving means tested assis-
tance, 40 percent have some 
college coursework, an asso-
ciate’s degree or a bachelor’s 
degree or more.

now, of course, a direct 
way to address this anomaly 
would be to at least return the 
minimum wage to the level 
when Dr. King shared these 
words. president Obama’s 
proposal of $10.10 an hour 
would be a huge down pay-
ment toward doing that and 
would mean full-time, year 
round workers could lift a 
family of three out of poverty.

But in the midst of the con-
tinued fallout of the Great 
Recession on family incomes 
and employment, we must 
come to see that poverty is 
about more than work, or 
individual effort. it is about 
policy choices we make. 
Choices like Ryan makes to 
promote fiscal austerity in-
stead of closing the huge 
$750 billion gap America suf-
fers from having more than 
10 million people unable to 
find work.

The income of our nation 
has more than doubled since 
Dr. King spoke on poverty, 
increasing by almost $28,000 
(adjusting for inflation) for 
every baby, toddler, teenager, 
adult and senior citizen in this 
country-enough to have erad-
icated poverty.

Ryan and conservatives 
want us to believe the rich are 
entitled to all that growth and 
that 1 percent are entitled to a 
free society for free.

Let us hope we share Dr. 
King’s conclusion: “We are 
wasting and degrading human 
life by clinging to archaic 
thinking. The curse of pov-
erty has no justification in our 
age. … The time has come for 
us to civilize ourselves by the 
total, direct and immediate 
abolition of poverty.” 

Follow Spriggs on Twitter: 
@WSpriggs. 

i am not writ-
ing this in the 
immediate after-
math of another 
horrific mass 
shooting. i am 
not marking the 

anniversary of a prominent gun 
violence tragedy. Although giv-
en the estimated 30,000 deaths 
from gun violence annually, it is 
likely the anniversary of a gun 
tragedy in some American com-
munity somewhere.

And although legislation to 
strengthen background checks 
on gun purchases is still before 
Congress, most political observ-
ers give it little chance of mov-
ing in a midterm congressional 
election year. 

But perhaps it is just such a 
time as this when we need to re-
double our efforts to prevent gun 
violence from continuing to take 
its tragic toll in our nation. Truly 

our silence will not protect us.
The fact is that gun violence 

is preventable. We have the 
means to reduce gun violence, 
and we have the knowledge 
to implement prevention ap-
proaches. We have studies that 
give us insight into the factors 
contributing to gun violence 
and insight into effective strate-
gies for preventing it. 

We certainly know the cost 
of failing to prevent further gun 
violence, although we may not 
ultimately be able to fully mea-
sure the cost of trauma, despair, 
hopelessness and grief that is 
left in its wake. 

it is striking and sobering that 
14 months after the mass shoot-
ing at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, charities that helped to 
provide funds for mental health 
care in the newtown communi-
ty have nearly exhausted those 
funds. And it is unclear how 
long into the future the need for 
such services will remain.

What we seem not to have is 
the political will to take action. 
An overwhelming majority of 
the American public, including 
a majority of gun owners, sup-
ports strengthening the back-
ground check system on gun 
purchases in response to gun 
violence, but such legislation 
remains mired in the fear of 
alienating special interests in an 
election year. 

These same special interests 
have even gone on the offen-
sive to derail the nomination of 
Dr. Vivek Hallegere Murthy for 
Surgeon General, because he 
has identified gun violence as a 
public health crisis.

Faiths United Against Gun 
Violence, a diverse, interfaith 
coalition of faith-based groups 
united by the call to confront our 
nation’s gun violence epidemic, 
just concluded its Gun Violence 
prevention Sabbath observance. 

As part of the Sabbath, thou-
sands of people of faith around 

the country engaged in prayer 
and action to address gun vio-
lence in our communities 
through public policy advocacy, 
participation in community pre-
vention programs and education. 

Faiths United rests on a core 
belief that is reflected across 
faith traditions, the belief that 
violence and death cannot and 
will not have the final word. 
That is reason enough to contin-
ue our efforts to prevent further 
gun violence.

it is time to reclaim our streets, 
schools, and workplaces from 
the threat of gun violence, and 
it is time to reclaim the power 
of our vote from narrow special 
interests that seek to block even 
modest, common-sense mea-
sures to prevent gun violence. 

Our culture has a heavy in-
vestment in death. isn’t it time 
we invested in hope and change?

Sandy Sorensen is director of 
the UCC’s Washington, D.C., 
Office.

Editorials and Letters to the Editor may be e-mailed to editor@mississippilink.com or mailed to 2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, MS 39213. The views and opinions expressed on the Op/Ed 
pages are not necessarily the views and opinions of The Mississippi Link. The Mississippi Link also reserves the right to edit all material for length and accuracy.

An Expen-
sive Invita-
tion

Dear Alma,
Three years 

after my di-
vorce, i met 

a really nice man. i am 34 
years old, financially secure 
with no children. So far we 
make each other happy and 
get along really well. We 
both pay for things when 
we go out. i own my stuff, 
condo and car, and so does 
he. When we go out, never 
dutch, one or the other picks 
up the tab and it’s never 
been a problem. 

Here is my issue: He invit-
ed me to go with him to meet 
his family. Then he said the 
other night, “When are you 
going to get your ticket? Let 
me know so i can make sure 
we’re on the same flight.” i 
was appalled that he wants 
me to pay my own way. i 
think that’s totally wrong. 
What do you think? 

V.B., Shreveport, La.
What? He wants you to 

pay your way. Girl, can you 
hear that chirping chicka-
dee, “cheap-cheap-cheap-
cheap!” LOL! All i can say 
is, you’ve got an extremely 
fugal brother on your hands. 
To the left, to the left, i hear 
you and i totally agree.

On the other hand, my 
sane mind, to the right, to 
the right, is tugging at me 
saying, “if he has a serious 
savings account and me-
ticulously maintains his fi-
nances, that might be a good 
thing for you.”

i mean, really, he’s not 
asking you to go in half on 
his root canal. it’s a trip. 
Maybe he sees it as a vaca-
tion (you know how men 
are). Which i’m sure you do 
not (you know how women 
can be). Seriously, though, 
going to visit your compan-
ion’s family is not a vaca-
tion, and you need to clarify.

Unless you decide to have 
a straight-up conversation 
with him, i’d say give him 
the benefit of the doubt. i 
don’t think there’s any intent 
of wrongdoing here. Since 
you guys share the cost most 
of the time anyway, and 
since it bothers you, make 
this a teachable moment in 
your new relationship and 
explain it to him.

Let him know that visit-
ing his family is like buy-
ing a special gift. And you’d 
rather not have to go in the 
store and get it yourself. Ask 
him to cover the cost of the 
flights and you volunteer to 
cover the hotel. if you’re 
staying with family, you can 
cover food and entertain-
ment expenses.

Don’t be mad; if things 
work out between you two, 
you’ll be glad he’s fru-
gal, especially during your 
retirement years. in this 
economy, a man that resists 
unnecessary spending and 
prefers to save his coins is a 
keeper.

Alma

A Hairy Problem
Dear Alma,
i met a woman online about 

six months ago and we’ve 
been emailing ever since. 
We live in different states. 
She’s been very caring, and 
we seem to have the start to a 
wonderful friendship. i have 
one conflict, though: She has 
dreads down to her waist. 
This woman is in her 40s, is 
educated and not a musician. 
She is the perfect height and 
size. She looks totally pro-
fessional… until you see her 
hair. Why would someone 
choose to wear her hair in a 
style that appears unattract-
ive and unkempt?

There must be other ways 
to express oneself and show 
one’s style. i’m really not as 
shallow as this sounds (it’s 
what’s inside that counts), 
but it’s sometimes hard for 
people to get past initial im-
pressions. Most of us try to 
do the best with what we’ve 
got, so i can’t understand 
purposely trying to look 
worse. i don’t think there is a 
chance for romance with her 
hair this way. Doesn’t she re-
alize it detracts from any sex 
appeal she might be hiding 
underneath?

i would like to remain 
friends with this woman and 
get to know her better, but i 
am uncomfortable with the 
attention she draws in public. 
i can’t ask her to cut her hair, 
either. How do you tell some-
one there’s this huge boulder 
in the way of getting closer? 
is there any solution to this 
dilemma, or should i just for-
get about my new friend?

E.p., Harrisburg, penn.
My, my, my, you’re in a 

pickle, Mr. Whipple. i’d like 
to know if it’s the natural 
hairstyle of dread locs that 
you don’t like about your 
new boo, or is it that she’s 
not permed. Either way, nat-
ural or permed, long or short, 
i think when it comes to the 
style of one’s own hair, it’s 
personal - an individual de-
cision. Most women i know 
are under the impression that 
men prefer long, straight 
hair. That’s why weaves are 
so popular in our communi-
ties. 

That said, some women 
aren’t offended if a guy 
wants them to change their 
hairstyle. So i say tell her. 
You don’t have to be mean or 
insulting. Just mention that 
you’d like to see her with 
a particular style. it would 
probably help if you had a 
picture of the style you’d 
like. if she likes you, she 
probably won’t mind that 
you mentioned it. if she gets 
mad…well, then you’d have 
to decide what’s more impor-
tant to you - her heart or her 
hair. Good luck!

Alma
Alma Gill’s newsroom ex-

perience spans more than 25 
years, including various roles 
at USA Today, Newsday and 
the Washington Post. Email 
questions to: alwaysaskal-
ma@gmail.com. Follow her 
on Facebook at “Ask Alma” 
and twitter @almaaskalma.
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Working and the ‘deserving’ poor in America 

Why we can’t give up on preventing gun violence

By Alma Gill
NNPA Advise Columnist

By The Rev. Elizabeth Leung
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By William Spriggs
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By Sandy Sorensen
Special to The Mississippi Link



It’s Easter - the 
day set aside to 
celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection; the 
day honored by so 
many Christians 
worldwide. It is a 

day that revels life anew.
As we reflect on the story of 

Jesus’ resurrection, we must re-
member the word our Lord shared 
with His disciples on that Sunday 
morning - Go into all of the world 
and preach the Good News to ev-
eryone, everywhere. Anyone who 
believes and is baptized, will be 
saved (Mark 16:15).  Christ’s as-
cension from the grave is why we 
celebrate but we, as humans, have 
brought other methods of enjoy-
ment to our day of re-birth on 
earth.

Christians and non-Christians 
are familiar with the season of new 
beginnings because of the Resur-
rection of Christ, and both often 
find themselves enjoying various 
fetes to honor the season. Last 
week, I shared one of these activi-
ties with you.  This week, follow-
ing additional research, I have a 
few more for you.

The Bible makes no mention of 
a long-eared, short-tailed creature 
who delivers decorated eggs to 
well-behaved children on Easter 
Sunday; nevertheless, the Easter 
bunny has become a prominent 
symbol of Christianity’s most 
important holiday. The exact ori-
gins of this mythical mammal are 
unclear, but rabbits, known to be 
prolific procreators, are an ancient 
symbol of fertility and new life. 
According to some sources, the 
Easter bunny first arrived in Amer-
ica in the 1700’s with German im-
migrants who settled in Pennsylva-
nia and transported their tradition 
of an egg-laying hare called “Os-
terhase” or “Oschter Haws.”

Their children made nests in 
which this creature could lay its 
colored eggs. Eventually, the cus-
tom spread across the U.S. and 
the fabled rabbit’s Easter morn-
ing deliveries expanded to include 
chocolate and other types of candy 
and gifts, while decorated baskets 
replaced nests. Additionally, chil-
dren often left out carrots for the 
bunny in case he got hungry from 
all his hopping.

Easter is the second best-selling 
candy holiday in America. Among 
the most popular sweet treats asso-
ciated with this day are chocolate 
eggs, which date back to early 19th 
century Europe.

Another egg-shaped candy, the 
jelly bean, became associated with 
Easter in the 1930s (although the 
jelly bean’s origins reportedly date 
all the way back to a Biblical-era 

concoction called a Turkish De-
light). 

According to the National Con-
fectioners Association, over 16 
billion jelly beans are made in the 
U.S. each year for Easter, enough 
to fill a giant egg measuring 89 feet 
high and 60 feet wide.

A non-candy tradition is the 
Easter Parade. In New York City, 
the Easter Parade tradition dates 
back to the mid-1800s, when the 
upper crust of society would at-
tend Easter services at various 
Fifth Avenue churches then stroll 
outside afterward, showing off 
their new spring outfits and hats. 
Average citizens started showing 
up along Fifth Avenue to check out 
the action. The tradition reached its 
peak by the mid-20th century, and 
in 1948, the popular film Easter 
Parade was released, starring Fred 
Astaire and Judy Garland and fea-
turing the music of Irving Berlin. 
The title song includes the lyrics: 
“In your Easter bonnet, with all the 
frills upon it/You’ll be the grandest 
lady in the Easter parade.”

The Easter Parade tradition 
lives on in Manhattan, with Fifth 
Avenue from 49th Street to 57th 
Street being shut down during the 
day to traffic. Participants often 
sport elaborately decorated bon-
nets and hats. The event has no 
religious significance, but sources 
note that Easter processions have 
been a part of Christianity since 
its earliest days. Today, other cit-
ies across America also have their 
own parades.

More information can be 
viewed in the Funk & Wagnalls® 
New Encyclopedia. © 2005 World 
Almanac Education Group or by 
viewing www.History.com

As we enjoy the excitement 
of Easter, let us not forget God’s 
love! Regardless of the activity we 
enjoy, let us always look to “Our 
Father” for ultimate joy!  

If you will, please recall the 
verse that I find myself sharing 
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, would like to 
not only share your news but all 
who would like to tell others about 
the Lord’s goodness and about 
their places of worship and even 
those religious institutions that are 
visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.com. 
Fax 601-896-0091 or mail your in-
formation to The Mississippi Link, 
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, 
MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

The need for bad things to 
happen to God’s people

In last week’s 
discussion of, 
“The Need for 
Bad Things 
To Happen to 
Good People,” 
we learned that 

if you are faithful to Christ 
and people work against you, 
keep in mind all they are doing 
is protecting you from them-
selves. They are not hurting 
you; all they are doing is creat-
ing the circumstances whereby 
God can manifest His favor on 
your life.

This week, we will take a 
look at how “To produce joy 
in suffering” as written in (Ro-
mans 5:3) “…we rejoice in our 
sufferings…” (RSV) Another 
translation, Montgomery’s 
New Testament reads: “…but 
we are actually triumphing also 
even in our troubles…”

One writer said, “It’s one 
thing to endure trials without 
complaining, but it’s another 
thing to rejoice in affliction.” 
We can endure some trials 
without complaining but our 
hearts can be filled with anger, 
regret and malice the entire 
time. So, if you don’t complain 
during suffering that’s ok, but 
can you rejoice while suffer-
ing? This is where God wants 
us to be and He will allow us 
to be tested so we can get some 
practice in rejoicing when bad 
things happen to good people. 

Notice, Paul said, “We re-
joice in our sufferings not af-
ter the suffering is over.” One 
writer said we do not rejoice in 
affliction itself but, we rejoice 
because of the hope we have in 

Christ and what lies ahead. Ro-
mans 8:18 says, “For I consider 
that the sufferings of this pres-
ent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which 
will be revealed toward us.”

Paul said that we rejoice in 
our sufferings. If the word of 
God says you can do it then 
it can be done. Keep in mind 
that joy is already in our spirit. 
Psalm 16:11 says, “…in thy 
presence is fullness of joy…” 
Since we are in Christ we have 
the same joy in us and since 
this joy is of God the world 
didn’t give it and the world 
can’t take it away! Joy is al-
ready in our spirit, all we have 
to do is kindle it. 

Philippians 4:4 reads: “Re-
joice in the Lord always again 
I say, rejoice.” The letters RE 
means the performance of the 
new action brings back an ear-
lier state of affairs. The key 
here is your taking action that 
causes joy to activate in your 
life. In fact, the definition of re-
joice is to cause to feel joy, or 
to make joyful. 

As a Christian, you have the 
joy of the Lord planted in your 
spirit, but you have to activate 
that joy by rejoicing. To rejoice 
is to simply praise God…to 
worship the Lord and if you are 
willing to worship God in the 
worst of times joy will rise up 
in you and cause you to have 
the best time in the worst time.

God wants His people to be 
able to experience joy in the 
worst seasons of their lives, be-
cause this shows the world that 
God is real and that we don’t 
have to feel bad just because 
we have bad times. You don’t 
have to feel low just because 

your money is low.
Many times people feel like 

it is impossible to have joy in 
the darkest hours, but it is pos-
sible because it has been done 
before. In Matthew 5:11, 12 
Jesus said, “Blessed are you 
when men insult you and per-
secute you and say all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in 
heaven…”

Here, Jesus said we can be 
happy and should therefore re-
joice because you have a bless-
ing in heaven, but the fact that 
we have the Holy Ghost living 
inside of us we can rejoice in 
the here and now even if we 
didn’t expect a future blessing. 
It is possible to rejoice in the 
worst trial and I believe this is 
why God let us practice utiliz-
ing the joy inside of us by per-
mitting bad things to happen. 

As I said, it is possible to 
rejoice in bad times. Acts 5:41 
tells us that the Apostles left 
the presence of the council, re-
joicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for 
Christ. This is proof that we 
can rejoice in our sufferings. 
One writer implied that they 
rejoiced in the God of their 
salvation. The key is, they 
had the ability and rejoiced in 
Christ because they could do 
all things through Christ Jesus.

Just the thought of being in 
Christ was enough to cause 
them to rejoice in their suffer-
ing. Jesus said He has already 
overcome the world which is 
why we are more than conquer-
ors. So, even when we suffer, 
we are already victorious just 
like when an athlete wins a 

championship he/she rejoices. 
Well, since we are more than 
conquerors we can rejoice be-
fore the battle has ended. We 
rejoice in the heat of the battle! 

Rejoicing is the key, but a 
key needs an ignition. Gala-
tians 5:22 says, “But the fruit 
of the Spirit is: love, joy…” 
Galatians 5:16 says, “Walk in 
the Spirit and you shall not ful-
fill the lusts of the flesh.” What 
are the desires of the flesh? Ga-
latians 5:19, 20 says the works 
of the flesh are fighting, envy, 
lust, fornication, adultery, 
witchcraft, jealousy, strife…

Since joy is a fruit of the 
Spirit then in order to experi-
ence joy we must do Galatians 
5:16 and walk in the Spirit. 
Therefore, rejoicing is the key 
and walking in the spirit or liv-
ing holy is the ignition. If you 
walk in the Spirit, the Spirit 
will produce joy. So, all you 
have to do is rejoice (turn the 
key). 

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Cen-
ter, 464 Church Rd., Madi-
son. Residents of Madison, he 
and wife, Minister Yolanda; 
are the proud parents of three 
daughters. He received de-
grees from Criswell College 
in Dallas; Southern Method-
ist University - Perkins School 
of Theology; and a Masters of 
Divinity from Memphis Theo-
logical Seminary. A pastor for 
23 years, Collier serves as a 
volunteer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies in 
the metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

Love and truth 
form a good lead-
er; sound leader-
ship is founded on 
loving integrity. 
Proverbs 20:28.

Recently, I had 
the honor of keynoting the second 
annual Resurrection Gala and An-
chor Community Awards, hosted 
by Mt Helm Baptist Church. It 
was the second time I publicly ad-
dressed Jackson’s oldest black con-
gregation since becoming Rector 
of Oakland Chapel at Alcorn State 
University.

My friend, Jason Thompson, 
was slated to introduce me, and 
he uncontestably offered the best 
introduction I’ve received in my 
nearly fourteen years of minis-
try. Jason is a gifted orator and as 
PyInfamous, his hip hop doppel-
ganger, he is used to exploring the 
revolutionary aims of the English 
language. Yet, I was moved by the 
way he narrated my life through the 
lens of leadership.

Jason became a member of Mt 
Helm not long after I began my 
pastorate there, but we knew each 
other long before that. We both 
grew up in small towns in Copiah 
County, Miss. During the introduc-
tion, he swore that my hometown 
(Hazlehurst) was a suburb of his 
hometown (Crystal Springs). Of 
course, I had to remind him that Ha-
zlehurst was the county seat of Co-
piah County, thus making H-town 
more important than the tomato 
capital of the world. It was a hu-
morous exchange that nevertheless 
reminded me of our upbringings in 

small town Mississippi and how we 
both employ those rich experiences 
in what we do now. Jason contin-
ued to share how our paths again 
crossed at the University of Mis-
sissippi, where we both attended 
and were involved in student lead-
ership. Later, we connected again 
once I finished my graduate studies 
at Duke and returned to Jackson to 
make a differ-
ence. At won-
derful points 
in our lives, 
our leadership 
seemed to 
intersect, and 
Jason dem-
onstrated that 
perfectly.

But the 
best part of 
his introduc-
tion was his 
use of Prov-
erbs 20:28. 
Jason opened 
up with that 
verse, read 
from Eugene 
P e t e r s o n ’s 
The Message. 
At each mo-
ment of his 
introduction, 
that powerful 
word jumped 
out. Leader-
ship is about 
love, truth, 
and integrity. 
It has been 
my hope that 
all that I do 
is defined by 
those three 

virtues, and Jason shared with such 
profound simplicity the ingredients 
all leaders should live by.

Love. Truth. Integrity.
May every step and breath I take 

in marriage and ministry be satu-
rated in love of God and neighbor; 
the truth of God and truth about the 
human condition; and integrity in 
my private and public life.

And may these three abide in 
your life, too.

Rev. CJ Rhodes is the 23rd and 
youngest pastor in the history of 
Mt Helm Baptist Church, Jack-
son’s oldest black congregation. 
He is a graduate of the University 
of MS and Duke University. Pastor 
Rhodes is married to Allison Thom-
as-Rhodes.

N E w s  f R o M  T h E  w o R d

R E i G N i N G  A N N o u N c E M E N T s

The United Front for Christ Fellowship invites you to share with us in our Annual Fellowship “Good Friday” service. The service will be held 
at 12:00 noon April 18th 2014, at the Green Pastures Baptist Church, 2239 Flag Chapel Road, Jackson, MS. Our speakers will preach from 
Jesus’ Words from the Cross. Come let us re-visit the place where our Salvation was purchased and celebrate the Victory of His Cross.

College Hill M. B. Church, will celebrate the Resurrection of Christ during Easter Weekend beginning with an Easter musical on Saturday, 
April 19.  The celebration will continue on Easter Sunday, April 20, beginning at 8:30 a.m. with an Easter program and 10 a.m. worship. The 
church’s annual spring revival will be held Monday through Wednesday, April 28 – 30, at 7 p.m. nightly. For more information call 601.355.2670.

Priestley Chapel M. B. Church, 177 Virlilia Rd, Canton, will host its annual spring revival Monday through Wednesday, April 28 – 30, at 7 
p.m. each night. The guest minister will be Rev. Dennis Grant of Jerusalem M. B. Church of Brandon.  For more information call 601.859.8449.

Butterflies by Grace Defined by Grace and Omega Ministries will sponsor a special day of awareness, “A Call to MENisters:  Ending 
Violence Against Women,” on Saturday, April 26, from 9 a.m. – noon. This event will offer insight on how men and ministers can partner to end 
violence against women, children and other men. Domestic violence is the major factor that contributes to the problem of teenage runaways 
and homeless street youth. The event will take place at 2300 S. Siwell Rd., in Jackson. For more information call 601.953.5747 or e-mail 
evajustice5@hotmail.com.

St. Mark Church, 1638 Clinton-Raymond Rd., Clinton, will have its 64th Year Church Anniversary program beginning at 10:15 a.m. Sunday, 
Apr. 27. For more information, call Katrina Edwards at 601-813-8704.
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The definition of sound leadership 
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By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
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It’s Easter - the 
day set aside to 
celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection; the 
day honored by so 
many Christians 
worldwide. It is a 

day that revels life anew.
As we reflect on the story of 

Jesus’ resurrection, we must re-
member the word our Lord shared 
with His disciples on that Sunday 
morning - Go into all of the world 
and preach the Good News to ev-
eryone, everywhere. Anyone who 
believes and is baptized, will be 
saved (Mark 16:15).  Christ’s as-
cension from the grave is why we 
celebrate but we, as humans, have 
brought other methods of enjoy-
ment to our day of re-birth on 
earth.

Christians and non-Christians 
are familiar with the season of new 
beginnings because of the Resur-
rection of Christ, and both often 
find themselves enjoying various 
fetes to honor the season. Last 
week, I shared one of these activi-
ties with you.  This week, follow-
ing additional research, I have a 
few more for you.

The Bible makes no mention of 
a long-eared, short-tailed creature 
who delivers decorated eggs to 
well-behaved children on Easter 
Sunday; nevertheless, the Easter 
bunny has become a prominent 
symbol of Christianity’s most 
important holiday. The exact ori-
gins of this mythical mammal are 
unclear, but rabbits, known to be 
prolific procreators, are an ancient 
symbol of fertility and new life. 
According to some sources, the 
Easter bunny first arrived in Amer-
ica in the 1700’s with German im-
migrants who settled in Pennsylva-
nia and transported their tradition 
of an egg-laying hare called “Os-
terhase” or “Oschter Haws.”

Their children made nests in 
which this creature could lay its 
colored eggs. Eventually, the cus-
tom spread across the U.S. and 
the fabled rabbit’s Easter morn-
ing deliveries expanded to include 
chocolate and other types of candy 
and gifts, while decorated baskets 
replaced nests. Additionally, chil-
dren often left out carrots for the 
bunny in case he got hungry from 
all his hopping.

Easter is the second best-selling 
candy holiday in America. Among 
the most popular sweet treats asso-
ciated with this day are chocolate 
eggs, which date back to early 19th 
century Europe.

Another egg-shaped candy, the 
jelly bean, became associated with 
Easter in the 1930s (although the 
jelly bean’s origins reportedly date 
all the way back to a Biblical-era 

concoction called a Turkish De-
light). 

According to the National Con-
fectioners Association, over 16 
billion jelly beans are made in the 
U.S. each year for Easter, enough 
to fill a giant egg measuring 89 feet 
high and 60 feet wide.

A non-candy tradition is the 
Easter Parade. In New York City, 
the Easter Parade tradition dates 
back to the mid-1800s, when the 
upper crust of society would at-
tend Easter services at various 
Fifth Avenue churches then stroll 
outside afterward, showing off 
their new spring outfits and hats. 
Average citizens started showing 
up along Fifth Avenue to check out 
the action. The tradition reached its 
peak by the mid-20th century, and 
in 1948, the popular film Easter 
Parade was released, starring Fred 
Astaire and Judy Garland and fea-
turing the music of Irving Berlin. 
The title song includes the lyrics: 
“In your Easter bonnet, with all the 
frills upon it/You’ll be the grandest 
lady in the Easter parade.”

The Easter Parade tradition 
lives on in Manhattan, with Fifth 
Avenue from 49th Street to 57th 
Street being shut down during the 
day to traffic. Participants often 
sport elaborately decorated bon-
nets and hats. The event has no 
religious significance, but sources 
note that Easter processions have 
been a part of Christianity since 
its earliest days. Today, other cit-
ies across America also have their 
own parades.

More information can be 
viewed in the Funk & Wagnalls® 
New Encyclopedia. © 2005 World 
Almanac Education Group or by 
viewing www.History.com

As we enjoy the excitement 
of Easter, let us not forget God’s 
love! Regardless of the activity we 
enjoy, let us always look to “Our 
Father” for ultimate joy!  

If you will, please recall the 
verse that I find myself sharing 
with you - Isaiah 52:7 (NIV), 
which reads: “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those 
who bring good news, who pro-
claim peace, who bring good tid-
ings, who proclaim salvation, who 
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”

The Mississippi Link, a mes-
senger for news in and around the 
state of Mississippi, would like to 
not only share your news but all 
who would like to tell others about 
the Lord’s goodness and about 
their places of worship and even 
those religious institutions that are 
visited.

Contact Daphne M. Higgins 
at religion@mississippilink.com. 
Fax 601-896-0091 or mail your in-
formation to The Mississippi Link, 
2659 Livingston Road, Jackson, 
MS 39213.

By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor

Message from the Religion Editor

The need for bad things to 
happen to God’s people

In last week’s 
discussion of, 
“The Need for 
Bad Things 
To Happen to 
Good People,” 
we learned that 

if you are faithful to Christ 
and people work against you, 
keep in mind all they are doing 
is protecting you from them-
selves. They are not hurting 
you; all they are doing is creat-
ing the circumstances whereby 
God can manifest His favor on 
your life.

This week, we will take a 
look at how “To produce joy 
in suffering” as written in (Ro-
mans 5:3) “…we rejoice in our 
sufferings…” (RSV) Another 
translation, Montgomery’s 
New Testament reads: “…but 
we are actually triumphing also 
even in our troubles…”

One writer said, “It’s one 
thing to endure trials without 
complaining, but it’s another 
thing to rejoice in affliction.” 
We can endure some trials 
without complaining but our 
hearts can be filled with anger, 
regret and malice the entire 
time. So, if you don’t complain 
during suffering that’s ok, but 
can you rejoice while suffer-
ing? This is where God wants 
us to be and He will allow us 
to be tested so we can get some 
practice in rejoicing when bad 
things happen to good people. 

Notice, Paul said, “We re-
joice in our sufferings not af-
ter the suffering is over.” One 
writer said we do not rejoice in 
affliction itself but, we rejoice 
because of the hope we have in 

Christ and what lies ahead. Ro-
mans 8:18 says, “For I consider 
that the sufferings of this pres-
ent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which 
will be revealed toward us.”

Paul said that we rejoice in 
our sufferings. If the word of 
God says you can do it then 
it can be done. Keep in mind 
that joy is already in our spirit. 
Psalm 16:11 says, “…in thy 
presence is fullness of joy…” 
Since we are in Christ we have 
the same joy in us and since 
this joy is of God the world 
didn’t give it and the world 
can’t take it away! Joy is al-
ready in our spirit, all we have 
to do is kindle it. 

Philippians 4:4 reads: “Re-
joice in the Lord always again 
I say, rejoice.” The letters RE 
means the performance of the 
new action brings back an ear-
lier state of affairs. The key 
here is your taking action that 
causes joy to activate in your 
life. In fact, the definition of re-
joice is to cause to feel joy, or 
to make joyful. 

As a Christian, you have the 
joy of the Lord planted in your 
spirit, but you have to activate 
that joy by rejoicing. To rejoice 
is to simply praise God…to 
worship the Lord and if you are 
willing to worship God in the 
worst of times joy will rise up 
in you and cause you to have 
the best time in the worst time.

God wants His people to be 
able to experience joy in the 
worst seasons of their lives, be-
cause this shows the world that 
God is real and that we don’t 
have to feel bad just because 
we have bad times. You don’t 
have to feel low just because 

your money is low.
Many times people feel like 

it is impossible to have joy in 
the darkest hours, but it is pos-
sible because it has been done 
before. In Matthew 5:11, 12 
Jesus said, “Blessed are you 
when men insult you and per-
secute you and say all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward is great in 
heaven…”

Here, Jesus said we can be 
happy and should therefore re-
joice because you have a bless-
ing in heaven, but the fact that 
we have the Holy Ghost living 
inside of us we can rejoice in 
the here and now even if we 
didn’t expect a future blessing. 
It is possible to rejoice in the 
worst trial and I believe this is 
why God let us practice utiliz-
ing the joy inside of us by per-
mitting bad things to happen. 

As I said, it is possible to 
rejoice in bad times. Acts 5:41 
tells us that the Apostles left 
the presence of the council, re-
joicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for 
Christ. This is proof that we 
can rejoice in our sufferings. 
One writer implied that they 
rejoiced in the God of their 
salvation. The key is, they 
had the ability and rejoiced in 
Christ because they could do 
all things through Christ Jesus.

Just the thought of being in 
Christ was enough to cause 
them to rejoice in their suffer-
ing. Jesus said He has already 
overcome the world which is 
why we are more than conquer-
ors. So, even when we suffer, 
we are already victorious just 
like when an athlete wins a 

championship he/she rejoices. 
Well, since we are more than 
conquerors we can rejoice be-
fore the battle has ended. We 
rejoice in the heat of the battle! 

Rejoicing is the key, but a 
key needs an ignition. Gala-
tians 5:22 says, “But the fruit 
of the Spirit is: love, joy…” 
Galatians 5:16 says, “Walk in 
the Spirit and you shall not ful-
fill the lusts of the flesh.” What 
are the desires of the flesh? Ga-
latians 5:19, 20 says the works 
of the flesh are fighting, envy, 
lust, fornication, adultery, 
witchcraft, jealousy, strife…

Since joy is a fruit of the 
Spirit then in order to experi-
ence joy we must do Galatians 
5:16 and walk in the Spirit. 
Therefore, rejoicing is the key 
and walking in the spirit or liv-
ing holy is the ignition. If you 
walk in the Spirit, the Spirit 
will produce joy. So, all you 
have to do is rejoice (turn the 
key). 

Rev. Leon Collier is the pas-
tor of Makarios Worship Cen-
ter, 464 Church Rd., Madi-
son. Residents of Madison, he 
and wife, Minister Yolanda; 
are the proud parents of three 
daughters. He received de-
grees from Criswell College 
in Dallas; Southern Method-
ist University - Perkins School 
of Theology; and a Masters of 
Divinity from Memphis Theo-
logical Seminary. A pastor for 
23 years, Collier serves as a 
volunteer chaplain for various 
law enforcement agencies in 
the metro area and for the Mis-
sissippi Governor’s Mansion. 
He may be reached by calling 
601.260.3016, 601.855.7898 
or e-mail karab5@live.com.

Love and truth 
form a good lead-
er; sound leader-
ship is founded on 
loving integrity. 
Proverbs 20:28.

Recently, I had 
the honor of keynoting the second 
annual Resurrection Gala and An-
chor Community Awards, hosted 
by Mt Helm Baptist Church. It 
was the second time I publicly ad-
dressed Jackson’s oldest black con-
gregation since becoming Rector 
of Oakland Chapel at Alcorn State 
University.

My friend, Jason Thompson, 
was slated to introduce me, and 
he uncontestably offered the best 
introduction I’ve received in my 
nearly fourteen years of minis-
try. Jason is a gifted orator and as 
PyInfamous, his hip hop doppel-
ganger, he is used to exploring the 
revolutionary aims of the English 
language. Yet, I was moved by the 
way he narrated my life through the 
lens of leadership.

Jason became a member of Mt 
Helm not long after I began my 
pastorate there, but we knew each 
other long before that. We both 
grew up in small towns in Copiah 
County, Miss. During the introduc-
tion, he swore that my hometown 
(Hazlehurst) was a suburb of his 
hometown (Crystal Springs). Of 
course, I had to remind him that Ha-
zlehurst was the county seat of Co-
piah County, thus making H-town 
more important than the tomato 
capital of the world. It was a hu-
morous exchange that nevertheless 
reminded me of our upbringings in 

small town Mississippi and how we 
both employ those rich experiences 
in what we do now. Jason contin-
ued to share how our paths again 
crossed at the University of Mis-
sissippi, where we both attended 
and were involved in student lead-
ership. Later, we connected again 
once I finished my graduate studies 
at Duke and returned to Jackson to 
make a differ-
ence. At won-
derful points 
in our lives, 
our leadership 
seemed to 
intersect, and 
Jason dem-
onstrated that 
perfectly.

But the 
best part of 
his introduc-
tion was his 
use of Prov-
erbs 20:28. 
Jason opened 
up with that 
verse, read 
from Eugene 
P e t e r s o n ’s 
The Message. 
At each mo-
ment of his 
introduction, 
that powerful 
word jumped 
out. Leader-
ship is about 
love, truth, 
and integrity. 
It has been 
my hope that 
all that I do 
is defined by 
those three 

virtues, and Jason shared with such 
profound simplicity the ingredients 
all leaders should live by.

Love. Truth. Integrity.
May every step and breath I take 

in marriage and ministry be satu-
rated in love of God and neighbor; 
the truth of God and truth about the 
human condition; and integrity in 
my private and public life.

And may these three abide in 
your life, too.

Rev. CJ Rhodes is the 23rd and 
youngest pastor in the history of 
Mt Helm Baptist Church, Jack-
son’s oldest black congregation. 
He is a graduate of the University 
of MS and Duke University. Pastor 
Rhodes is married to Allison Thom-
as-Rhodes.

N E w s  f R o M  T h E  w o R d

R E i G N i N G  A N N o u N c E M E N T s

The United Front for Christ Fellowship invites you to share with us in our Annual Fellowship “Good Friday” service. The service will be held 
at 12:00 noon April 18th 2014, at the Green Pastures Baptist Church, 2239 Flag Chapel Road, Jackson, MS. Our speakers will preach from 
Jesus’ Words from the Cross. Come let us re-visit the place where our Salvation was purchased and celebrate the Victory of His Cross.

College Hill M. B. Church, will celebrate the Resurrection of Christ during Easter Weekend beginning with an Easter musical on Saturday, 
April 19.  The celebration will continue on Easter Sunday, April 20, beginning at 8:30 a.m. with an Easter program and 10 a.m. worship. The 
church’s annual spring revival will be held Monday through Wednesday, April 28 – 30, at 7 p.m. nightly. For more information call 601.355.2670.

Priestley Chapel M. B. Church, 177 Virlilia Rd, Canton, will host its annual spring revival Monday through Wednesday, April 28 – 30, at 7 
p.m. each night. The guest minister will be Rev. Dennis Grant of Jerusalem M. B. Church of Brandon.  For more information call 601.859.8449.

Butterflies by Grace Defined by Grace and Omega Ministries will sponsor a special day of awareness, “A Call to MENisters:  Ending 
Violence Against Women,” on Saturday, April 26, from 9 a.m. – noon. This event will offer insight on how men and ministers can partner to end 
violence against women, children and other men. Domestic violence is the major factor that contributes to the problem of teenage runaways 
and homeless street youth. The event will take place at 2300 S. Siwell Rd., in Jackson. For more information call 601.953.5747 or e-mail 
evajustice5@hotmail.com.

St. Mark Church, 1638 Clinton-Raymond Rd., Clinton, will have its 64th Year Church Anniversary program beginning at 10:15 a.m. Sunday, 
Apr. 27. For more information, call Katrina Edwards at 601-813-8704.
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By Rev. Leon Collier
Special to The Mississippi Link

The definition of sound leadership 
P A s T o R A l  P o i N T s 

By Rev. CJ Rhodes, M. Div.
Special to The Mississippi Link
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ADVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

Advertisement for Bids
Bid 2285 – Dairy products

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the 
Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 
662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevail-
ing Time) April 30, 2014, at which time and place they will be publicly opened 
and read aloud.  The Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved 
for forty-five calendar days from the date bids are opened.  Proposal forms and 
detailed specifications may be obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@
jackson.k12.ms.us, calling (601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at 
the above address. 

04/10/2014, 04/17/2014 

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs FOr
COnsTrUCTiOn AnD rElATED sErViCEs

in COnnECTiOn WiTH THE COnsTrUCTiOn OF A 
CEnTrAl inFOrmATiOn DisTriBUTiOn FACiliTY AT

JACksOn-mEDGAr WilEY EVErs inTErnATiOnAl AirpOrT
(JmAA prOJECT nO. 014-11-A)

The Jackson Municipal Airport Authority (“JMAA”) will receive sealed bids 
at the Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport (“JAN”), Main 
Terminal Building, Suite 300, in the City of Jackson, Rankin County, Mis-
sissippi, until 2:00 p.m. on May 13, 2014 (the “Bid Deadline”), for con-
struction and related services in connection with the construction of a 
Central Information Distribution Facility at JAN (the “Work”).  

JMAA will publicly open and read aloud all bids at 2:05 p.m. on May 13, 
2014 (the “Bid Opening”), in the Staff Conference Room, Third Floor of 
the Main Terminal Building at JAN.  

The outside or exterior of each bid envelope or container of the bid must 
be marked with the bidder’s Mississippi Certificate of Responsibility 
Number and with the wording:  “Central IDF Facility at JAN, JMAA Proj-
ect No. 014-11-A.”  Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for 
withdrawal of bids received by JMAA after the Bid Deadline will not be 
considered for any cause whatsoever.  JMAA invites Bidders and their 
authorized representatives to be present at the Bid Opening.

JMAA will award the Work to the lowest and best bidder as determined by 
JMAA in accordance with the criteria set forth in the Information for Bid-
ders.  The Information for Bidders contains, among other things, a copy 
of this Advertisement for Bids, Instructions to Bidders and an Agreement 
to be executed by JMAA and the lowest and best bidder.  Plans and spec-
ifications related to the Work are considered a part of the Agreement.

The Information for Bidders is on file and open for public inspection at 
JAN at the following address:

Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport
Suite 300, Main Terminal Building
100 International Drive
Jackson, Mississippi 39208
Telephone: (601) 664-3522
Facsimile:   (601) 664-3523
Attention:  Will Dickson, Airport Security Manager

A copy of the Bid Documents (including plans and specifications for the 
Work) may be obtained upon payment of $50.00 refundable fee per set.  
Payment for the Bid Documents is to be in the form of a company or 
cashier’s check made payable to Faith Group, LLC.  The check may be 
presented upon pick-up of the Bid Documents at the following address or 
may be mailed to the following address.  

Jackson Blueprint & Supply, Inc.
699 Monroe Street
Jackson, Mississippi 39202
Telephone: (601) 353-5803
Facsimile:   (601) 353-0207
Email: pdbraddy@comcast.net
Attention: Paul Braddy

Bid Documents may be picked up or shipped to the person making the 
request.  Documents will not be distributed or mailed, however, until pay-
ment is received.

JMAA will hold a Pre-Bid Conference at 2:00 p.m. on April 24, 2014 in 
the Staff Conference Room, Third 
Floor of the Main Terminal Build-
ing at JAN.  Attendance at the 
Pre-Bid Conference is mandatory 
for all those submitting bids for the 
Work.

JMAA reserves the right to amend 
the plans and specifications for 
the Work by Addendum issued 
before the Bid Deadline and de-
livered to all bidders by facsimile, 
mail, electronic mail or other reli-
able means; to reject any and all 
bids; to waive informalities in the 
bidding process; and to hold and 
examine bids for up to ninety (90) 
days before awarding the contract 
for the Work.

JACKSON MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
AUTHORITY

DATE: April 3, 2014  
/s/ Dirk B. Vanderleest 
 
Dirk B. Vanderleest, Chief Execu-
tive Officer

04/10/2014, 04/17/2014 

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

nOTiCE OF AppliCATiOn FOr A spECiAl EXCEpTiOn
ZOninG CAsE nO. 3862

By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance 
by the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G 
at page 115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in 
any way affected thereby, that Millsaps College  has  filed with the Planning 
Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Special Exception 
to provide office and meeting spaces for activities associated with two of  the 
administrative units within the Academic Affairs Division of the College in an 
R-4 (Limited Multi- Family) Residential District for property located at 1702 
North State St., in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and 
being more particularly described as:

LOT 1, BLOCK 3, GLEN WOOD PLACE SUBDIVISION AS RECORDED IN 
PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 85 IN THE OFFICE OF THE CHANCERY CLERK OF 
HINDS  COUNTY IN JACKSON, MS  

Said application will be heard at the City Planning Board Hearing in the An-
drew Jackson Conference Room, First Floor, Warren A. Hood Building, 200 
S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:30 p.m., on Wednesday, April 
23, 2014, at which time all parties interested in or affected thereby will be 
heard both pro and con on said question, after which a record will be estab-
lished upon which the City Planning Board can make its recommendation 
to the City Council of Jackson. Any objection thereto may be made by any 
person owning property within the area, and if made in writing must be filed 
with the City Zoning Administrator before said time if a hearing thereof or 
consideration thereof is desired, or by counsel on said date. If a request is 
made to the Zoning Administrator at least 72 hours in advance, the City will 
take steps to accommodate citizens need for interpreters or auxiliary aids for 
the visually/hearing impaired.

WITNESS my signature this 24th day of March 2014.

/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

04/3/2014, 04/17/2014 

lEGAl

rEsOlUTiOn DEClArinG A nEED TO lEAsE sCHOOl FACiliTiEs

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of the Jackson Public School 
District, Jackson, Mississippi (herein referred to as the “District”), as follows:

1. A need exists in the District for the acquisition, renovation, improvement, construction 
and equipping of up to one (1) school facility within the District. 

2. The District cannot provide the necessary funds to pay the cost or its proportion-
ate share of the cost of the renovations, acquisitions, improvements, construction and 
equipping of the school facilities required to meet the present needs of the District.

3. The District desires to sell, lease, lend, grant, or otherwise convey to a corporation, 
individual or partnership, with or without consideration, or to permit such corporation, 
individual or partnership to use, maintain or operate as part of public school facilities, 
pursuant to Sections 37-7-351 through 37-7-359 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as 
amended (the “Act”) up to one (1)  school facility together with other real or personal 
property which may be necessary, useful or convenient for the purposes of the District.  
Any such sale, lease, loan, grant or conveyance shall be for a period of time not to 
exceed twenty (20) years, and title to any real property transferred by the District shall 
revert to the District at the expiration of such term.

4. The District desires to lease or lease-purchase up to one (1) school facility, which 
may include the school facilities sold, granted, or otherwise conveyed by the District 
pursuant to paragraph 3 above.

5. The District proposes to take final action upon the question of the sale, lease, loan, 
grant or other conveyance of such school facilities, and on the question of leasing or 
lease-purchasing such school facilities, at a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the District to be held at 5:30 p.m. on May 20, 2014, at the Board’s regular meeting 
place in the Board Meeting Room located at 621 South State Street, in the City of Jack-
son, Mississippi, which date is not less than thirty days after the date of first publication 
of this resolution, unless prior to such meeting a petition signed by not less than twenty 
percent (20%) or fifteen hundred (1,500), whichever is less, of the qualified electors of 
the District shall be filed with the District requesting that an election be called on such 
question.  If such a petition is timely filed, the District shall, not later than its next regular 
meeting, adopt a resolution calling an election to be held within the District upon the 
questions of authorizing the Board to sell, lease, lend, grant or otherwise convey such 
facilities, and to lease or lease-purchase such facilities.  Such election shall be called 
and held, and the result determined, pursuant to and as provided by the Act.

6. The Board retains the firm of Young Law Group, PLLC to serve as bond counsel to 
provide legal assistance relating to the structuring, sale, issuance, and closing of the 
Lease and provide other legal services as are typically provided by bond counsel in 
similar transactions.  Bond counsel shall be paid a reasonable and customary fee for 
its services, such fees to be approved by the Board at a later meeting, and shall be 
reimbursed for reasonable out-of-pocket expenses in connection with its services as 
bond counsel.

Having received a majority of the affirmative votes of the Board, the Resolution passed 
on April 1, 2014.
  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE JACKSON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT

04/17/2014, 04/24/2014, 05/1/2014, 05/8/2014  

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

nOTiCE TO BiDDErs
City of Jackson 

Jackson, mississippi 

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, 
until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 
P.M. Tuesday, May 13, 2014, at which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City 
Hall located at 219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the 
following:

 19090-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Citric Acid (Liquid Form)
 88536-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Polymer
 88538-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Liquid Chlorine
 88544-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Alum
 88570-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Aluminum Chloral Hydrate (ACH)
 88575-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Fluorosilicic Acid
 88579-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Potassium Permanganate
 88584-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Sodium Chlorite
 88596-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Anhydrous Ammonia
 88597-051314 Twelve-Month Supply of Hydrated Lime

BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE CITY OF JACKSON WEBSITE, WWW.JACK-
SONMS.GOV.
 
 The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be 
obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President Street, Room 604, Hood 
Building, Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City 
Clerk for public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of 
the Mississippi Legislature. 

 The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in Public Pur-
chasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and equal business op-
portunities for all persons doing business with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, 
each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business 
Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the 
provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to 
comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from 
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, 
please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the 
EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO Program are available 
with the Office of Economic Development at 218 South President Street, Second Floor, 
Jackson, Mississippi.

 The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves the right 
to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted. Bid awards will be 
made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest net price in accordance with 
specifications. The award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the low-
est total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be 
considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior 
to advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total cost for 
all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the 
proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that determination 
during the bid review.

 Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
 Purchasing Division 
 (601) 960-1025

04/17/2014,  04/24/2014

ADVErTisEmEnT FOr BiDs

Bid 2287- non-Asbestos Floor Tile removal and 
replacement at rowan middle school

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by the Board 
of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South 
President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00 A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 
16, 2014, at which time and place they will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

A non-mandatory, but strongly encouraged pre-bid conference will be held April 30, 
2014 at 3:30 P.M., Rowan Middle School, 136 E. Ash Street, Jackson, MS  39202. The 
Board of Trustees reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, 
and to withhold the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from 
the date bids are opened.

Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be obtained through Jackson Public 
Schools, Facilities and Operations Department, Mr. Fred Davis, Executive Director, 
101 Near Street, Jackson, MS  39209. A $50 non-refundable deposit shall be required 
on each set of plans and specifications.

04/17/2014,  04/24/2014

2014 Tours
• Southwest Tour

Grand Canyon...Carlsbad   
April 22-May 1

• Northwest Tour
Yellowstone-Seattle-Redwoods  

May 31-June 16

• Washington, DC
June 24-30

• Nova Scotia Tour
Halifax-PEI-Anne of Green Gables  

July 12-26

• Alaska Tour
Juneau-Anchorage-Fairbanks Aug. 13-Sept. 6

• New England 
DC-NYC-Boston-Ottawa-Canada  Sept. 23-Oct. 3

• Niagara Falls Tour 
Toronto-Detroit-Opryland   October 20-27

• Branson Christmas 
November 11-14

• Williamsburg 
Jamestown-Yorktown Christmas

December 16-20

STARKVILLE TOURS
Call 662-324-0474

Call For Your Brochure!
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AIRLINE CAREERS begin here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician. Financial aid for qualified stu-
dents. Job placement assistance. CALL
Aviation Institute of Maintenance, 866-
367-2510.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
CAREER! High Demand For Certified
Bulldozer, Backhoe and Trackhoe
Operators. Hands On Training Provided.
Fantastic Earning Potential! Veterans With
Benefits Encouraged To Apply. 1-866-
362-6497.

ACE  TRUCK DRIVER TRAINING With
A Difference! Job Placement Assistance.
Day, Night and Refresher Courses. Train
in MS. Call 888-430-4223.
BUSY SEASON FOR TRUCKING.
START YOUR DRIVING CAREER
NOW! CDL Truck Driving Classes Start
Biweekly. Jobs Available. Call SEC
Training Centers. 1-877-285-8621 c-
671.

DRIVER - CDL/A
LOOKING FOR A CAREER WITH

HIGHER EARNINGS POTENTIAL?
No out-of-pocket tuition cost!

• Earn Your CDL-A in 22 Days,
and start driving with KLLM!

• Top Notch Training Equipment
• Competitive Training Pay

Upon Graduation
• Career Advancement

Must Be 21 Years of Age
855-378-9335  EOE

www.kllm.com
DRIVERS - $1,000 Sign-On Bonus.
Class “A” CDL Holders Needed in the
Columbia, Meridian, Roxie, Taylorsville,
Vicksburg and Yazoo City areas. Home
daily, paid by  load. Paid orientation, ben-
efits and bonuses. Owner Operators
Welcome. Paid by mileage. Forest
Products Transports. 800-925-5556.
EOE.
Drivers - CDL-A SOLO & TEAM DRIV-
ERS NEEDED! Top pay for Hazmat. OTR
& Regional Runs. CDL Grads Welcome.
700+ Trucks & Growing! 888-928-6011.
www.Drive4Total.com
ADVERTISE Statewide. 601-981-3060.

EXPERIENCED DRIVER
OR RECENT GRAD?

With Swift, you can grow to be an
award-winning Class A CDL driver. We
help you achieve Diamond Driver status

with the best support there is. As a
Diamond Driver,  you earn additional

pay on top of all the competitive incen-
tives we offer.

The very best, choose Swift.
• Great Miles = Great Pay

• Late-Model Equipment Available
• Regional Opportunities

• Great Career Path
• Paid Vacation

• Excellent Benefits
Please Call: (866) 206-3862

NEED CLASS A CDL TRAINING?
Start a CAREER in trucking today!

Swift Academies offer PTDI certified
courses and offer

“Best-In-Class” training.
• New Academy Classes Weekly

• No Money Down or Credit Check
• Certified Mentors Ready and Available

• Paid (While Training With Mentor)
• Regional and Dedicated Opportunities

• Great Career Path
• Excellent Benefits Package

Please Call: (866) 206-3862
SCHNEIDER NATIONAL CARRIERS

Needs Driver Trainees Now!
Local CDL Training!

No Experience Needed!
Be Trained & Based Locally!

Call Today 1-800-336-7364

CHURCH FURNITURE: Does your
church need pews, pulpit set, baptistery,
steeple, windows? Big Sale on new cush-
ioned pews and pew chairs. 1-800-231-
8360. www.pews1.com
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-381-
8004.
THE MS DISPLAY ADVERTISING NET-
WORK can target your advertising to any
area of the state. An affordable, low-cost
way to reach over 1 million readers. Call
MS Press at 601-981-3060.

CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free ship-
ping.
DISH TV Retailer - Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12 months). Find Out
How To SAVE Up to 50% Today! Ask
About Same Day Installation! CALL 1-
800-319-2526.
KEEP YOUR PET Happy, Healthy, and
Protected.  Call 800-916-2134 now
and get a free Pet Insurance Quote for
your Dog or Cat. Choose Up to 90%
Reimbursement. Get Special Multiple Pet
Discounts.
REDUCE YOUR PAST TAX BILL by as
much as 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Liens
and Wage Garnishments. Call The Tax DR
Now to see if you Qualify. 1-800-522-
9068.

WERE YOU IMPLANTED WITH A ST.
JUDE RIATA DEFIBRILLATOR LEAD
WIRE between June 2001 and December
2010? Have you had this lead replaced,
capped or did you receive shocks from
the lead? You may be entitled to compen-
sation. Contact Attorney Charles Johnson,
1-800-535-5727. 

NEW AND USED STAIR LIFT ELEVA-
TORS. New scooters starting at $799.
Warranty with service. Elrod Mobility. 25-
year old company, A+ rating with BBB.
1 - 8 0 0 - 6 8 2 - 0 6 5 8 .
www.myelrodmobility.com

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g

S e r v i c e s - M e d i c a l

E m p l o y m e n t - G e n e r a l

E m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

S e r v i c e sE m p l o y m e n t -T r u c k i n g

F o r  S a l e  M i s c .

Reach 2.2 Million Readers Across The State Of Mississippi

Week of April 13, 2014

NEED EMPLOYEES?
HAVE SOMETHING TO SELL?

Did you know that you can place your
classified ad in over

100 NEWSPAPERS
WITH JUST ONE PHONE CALL?
One Phone Call � One Order

One Check
Call  MS Press Services 

at 601-981-3060
For More Information!

Apr13_MCAN
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Jr. League of Jackson

WOMEN:
Did you develop Diabetes

after taking LIPITOR?

As reported by
CBS News and USA Today:

Lipitor Linked to
Diabetes in Women

YOU MAY HAVE A CLAIM. CALL TODAY:

1-888-252-5084
info@langstonlott.com

Langston & Lott, P.A.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Paid for by Langston & Lott, P.A.
100 South Main Street
Booneville, MS 38829

Additional information about our firm may also be obtained by 
contacting the Mississippi Bar Association at (601) 948-0568.
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Langston & Lott

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!

mo
Promotional 

Packages 
Starting At...

DISH TODAY!
Upgrade to

FOR 12 MONTHS
Not eligible for Hopper 

or iPad mini offer

Important Terms and Conditions: Promotional Offers: Require activation of new qualifying DISH service. All prices, fees, charges, packages, programming, 
features, functionality and offers subject to change without notice. After 12-month promotional period, then-current everyday monthly price applies and is 
subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
$10/mo HD fee waived for life of current account; requires continuous enrollment in AutoPay with Paperless Billing. Premium Channels: 3-month premium offer 
value is $165; after promotional period, then-current everyday monthly prices apply and are subject to change. Blockbuster @Home requires online DISH account, 
broadband Internet to stream content. HD-only channels not available with select packages. Hopper Features: AutoHop feature is only available with playback 
the next day of select primetime shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC as part of PrimeTime Anytime feature. Both features are subject to availability. 
Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.

YOU Choose The Deal!

 NO Contracts.
 NO Credit Check.
 NO Commitment.

Join Without a Contract!

Call 7 days a week 8am - 11pm EST Promo Code: MB0114

1-800-319-2526
CALL NOW – SAVE UP TO 50%!
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subject to change. ETF: If you cancel service during first 24 months, early cancellation fee of $20 for each month remaining applies. HD Free for Life: Additional 
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Installation/Equipment Requirements: Free Standard Professional Installation only. Certain equipment is leased and must be returned to DISH upon 
cancellation or unreturned equipment fees apply. Upfront and additional monthly fees may apply. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. 
Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 9/19/13. Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires a  broadband-con-
nected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. Miscellaneous: Offers available for new and qualified former customers, and subject to terms of 
applicable Promotional and Residential Customer agreements. State reimbursement charges may apply. Additional restrictions and taxes may apply. Offers end 
6/12/14. © 2013 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. 
SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz 
Entertainment, LLC.  All new customers are subject to a one-time processing fee.
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Freedom Ridge Park
www.kidfestridgeland.com

601-853-2011
Free Parking!

For complete schedule and discount coupon, visit
 kidfestridgeland.com

        A Grizzly Experience
       Bengal Tiger Encounter 

Stingray Encounter

All attractions, shows, rides and activities are 
included in the low admission price! 

4 days of affordable 
family fun! Sat & Sun

 April 
12-13

 Fri & SatApril   18-19

Freedom Ridge Park
www.kidfestridgeland.com

601-853-2011
Free Parking!

For complete schedule and discount coupon, visit
 kidfestridgeland.com

        A Grizzly Experience
       Bengal Tiger Encounter 

Stingray Encounter

All attractions, shows, rides and activities are 
included in the low admission price! 

4 days of affordable 
family fun! Sat & Sun

 April 
12-13

 Fri & SatApril   18-19
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Pick UP

The MississiPPi Link
AT The FoLLowing LocATions:

j a c k s o n
Bully’s RestauRant 
3118 Livingston Road
cash & caRRy
Capitol Street  and Monument Street
city hall
219 S President St
GaRRett Office cOmplex
2659 Livingston Road
DOllaR GeneRal
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal  
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal  
4331 Highway 80W
DOllaR GeneRal  
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOllaR GeneRal  
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOllaR GeneRal
304 Briarwood Dr
DOllaR GeneRal 
2855 McDowell Rd
DOllaR GeneRal 
104 Terry Rd
JJ mOBil 
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
Jsu stuDent uniOn
1400 J. R. Lynch Street
liBeRty Bank anD tRust 
2325 Livingston Rd.
lumpkins BBq
182 Raymond Road
mcDaDe’s  maRket
Northside Drive
mcDaDe’s  maRket #2
653 Duling Avenue
picaDilly cafeteRia
Jackson Medical Mall 
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
piGGly WiGGly
2875 McDowell Road
shell fOOD maRt
5492 Watkins Drive

spORts meDicine 
Fortification and I-55
tWO sisteRs kitchen
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
uptOn tiRe
Countyline Road and State Street
muRphy usa
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
Revell ace haRDWaRe
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
Rite aiD  
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
Rite aiD  
114 E. McDowell Rd
Rite aiD  
6075 Old Canton Rd

c a n T o n
a & i
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B & B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOutique stORe
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
Bully’s stORe
Church Street - Canton, MS
cOmmunity maRt
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
fRyeR lane GROceRy
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
hamlin flORal DesiGn
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOe’s sanDWich & GROceRy
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
k & k One stOp
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
lacy’s insuRance
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
sOul set BaRBeR shOp
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
tRaileR paRk GROceRy
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R a M
DOllaR GeneRal
125 Swinging Bridge  Dr.

haviOR’s autO caRe
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road 
vOWell’s  maRket place
5777 Terry Road

c L I n T o n
DOllaR GeneRal
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS

R I D G E L a n D
Rite aiD
398 Hwy 51

T E R R Y
maRDi GRas café  
106 West  Cunningham  Avenue

R a Y M o n D
hinDs cOmmunity cOlleGe 
WelcOme centeR
505 E. Main Street
sunflOWeR GROceRy 
122 Old Port Gibson Street, 
Raymond, MS
lOve fOOD maRt 
120 E. Main Street, 
Raymond, MS
RaymOnD puBlic liBRaRy  
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS 
RaymOnD city hall 
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond

U T I c a
huBBaRD’s tRuck stOp
Mississippi Hwy 27
pitt stOp 
101 Hwy 18 & 27

B o L T o n
mack’s café
103 West Madison Street
BOltOn liBRaRy
BOltOn city hall



Mary Church Terrell Literary Club
Regency Hotel, Jackson, MS, April 12, 2014

12th Annual Literary Luncheon

photos by JAy Johnson
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”Good Morning America” co-
host Robin Roberts is the cover 
girl for Good Housekeeping 
magazine’s May 2014 issue. In-
side, she opens up about some of 
the reactions after coming out as 
gay, and revealing the identity of 
her longtime girlfriend Amber.

Roberts said she was over-
joyed by many of the responses, 
but there was also some criticism 
from people who asked why she 
hadn’t disclosed her 10-year-old 
relationship with her girlfriend 
earlier.

To those critics, Roberts had 
this to say: “News flash: Some 
people like their anonymity. This 
is what’s right for me.”

She continued: “Love is love, 
and I’m grateful to have that. 
Sometimes there’s a stigma at-
tached to how people view you 
if you’re living a certain way. 
But I don’t care - you gotta live 
your life. You gotta find what 
happiness is and what it means 
for you, and you can’t get caught 
up in what someone is saying 
about you on Twitter. You don’t 
go through a year like I did to not 
be happy and not make your own 
choices.”

The Good Housekeeping ar-
ticle includes the following ex-
clusive excerpt from Roberts’ 
new memoir ‘Everybody’s Got 
Something:’

At the Oscars in February 
2012, I was so bone-tired, I could 
barely focus. Truth be told, I’d 
noticed a little lump in my neck. 
But I’d had a couple of nodules 
biopsied in recent years, and 
they’d always turned out to be 
nothing.… My mom always said, 
“Everybody’s got something.” 
This was my something.

I might not have bothered to 
have it checked by my doctor if 
Amber, my wonderful girlfriend, 
hadn’t been there - she was the 

one who insisted something 
wasn’t quite right with me.

It wasn’t until I returned from 
my vacation in April, after going 
in for a bone marrow biopsy, that 
I finally got the phone call from 
the specialist. Right away, I could 
tell from his tone that this was 
serious; I just didn’t know how 
serious. He went on to describe 
in medical terms what he had 
discovered in my bone marrow: 
Pending further tests, he said, ev-
erything indicated MDS.

“Slow down, slow down,” I 
said.

“MDS,” he said.
“I have MS?” I asked. “Mul-

tiple sclerosis?”
“No, not MS,” he said. “MDS. 

Myelo-dysplastic syndrome. It’s 
a rare disease that we used to call 
pre-leukemia.” He explained that 
MDS was an umbrella term for 
a group of diseases that ranged 
from “mild and easily managed” 
to “severe and life-threatening.”

“But let’s not get ahead of our-
selves,” he said. “The preliminary 
results point to MDS, and we 
must act quickly to get as much 
information as we can about how 
the disease is presenting itself in 
your case.”

I sat back on the couch; I was 
numb. Then I did the very thing 
we journalists always tell people 
not to do - I went on the Internet. 
Maybe I was just hitting all the 
wrong pages, but I was reading 
scary fact after scary fact about 
the prognosis and survivability. I 
was alone and started crying hys-
terically.

I’m glad I waited until the 
next day to share the diagnosis 
with Amber; I was calmer, and 
I’d had time to sit with the news. 
Like me, Amber had no idea what 
MDS and a bone marrow trans-
plant were - they were so different 
from my breast cancer diagnosis. 
We’d both known exactly what 

that was, and we’d known people 
who had beaten it. I explained 
to her that the next day I had an 
appointment with an oncologist, 
and Amber cleared her schedule 
to come with me. “We’re stron-
ger than this,” she said, squeezing 
my hand.

“Whatever this is,” I said.
“Whatever this is,” she whis-

pered back.
Then she hugged me, and I felt 

so grateful knowing that what-
ever was ahead of me, I wouldn’t 
have to go through it alone. I pride 
myself on being strong for other 
people. It’s a gift to have some-
one in my life who has shown, 
again and again, that she is more 
than capable of sharing any load I 
have to bear.

eurweb.com

Ice Cube: Paul Walker got 
‘sympathy’ vote over ‘Ride 
Along’ at MTV movie awards

Obamas to See 
Denzel’s ‘Raisin in the 
Sun’ on Broadway

Robin Roberts talks reactions to 
coming out, keeping girlfriend secret

Ice Cube and Kevin Hart, up for best onscreen duo for 
their comedy “Ride Along” at the MTV Movie Award on 
Sunday, went home empty handed, and Cube is pissed.

“We was robbed,” the rapper told USA Today. “Shame 
on you MTV.”

The award ended up going to Vin Diesel and the late 
Paul Walker for “Fast & Furious 6.” Ice Cube called it a 
“sympathy” vote by fans, who chose the winners.

“We had the best chemistry of everybody nominated, 
for us not to win was crazy,” Cube said of his role with 
Hart. “We were the best onscreen duo, period.”

“They should have gave it to him before he passed 
away,” he added of Walker, who died in November 2013.

“Ride Along,” which is coming out on Blu-Ray/DVD 
on Tuesday, set a January box office record when it opened 
on MLK weekend and went on to make $150 million in 
worldwide box office.

The rapper/actor/producer admits he left the MTV 
awards on Sunday shortly after arriving - to watch his be-
loved Lakers play on television at home.

“I just wasn’t into it,” Ice Cube said of the MTV awards. 
“I have been going in and out of these things for 25 years. 
If you ain’t into it, why torture yourself? As soon as you 
get bored, get up and leave.”

The Lakers also lost that night…to the Grizzlies.
“Shame on you, Lakers,” said Ice Cube.

President Obama and the 
First Lady are set to attend 
the performance of “A Rai-
sin in the Sun” on Broad-
way.

The Denzel Washington-
led revival is at the Ethel 
Barrymore Theatre, where 
the revered 1959 Lorraine 
Hansberry play first opened 
more than 50 years ago.

The president was in New 
York City on official busi-
ness. They flew back to D.C. 
after taking in the show, ac-
cording to Deadline.com.

The play - set on Chica-
go’s South Side, where the 
Obamas have a home in the 
upscale Kenwood neighbor-
hood - opened on April 3 to 
a limited engagement that 
sees it running to June 15.

Actor/rapper Ice Cube attends the 2014 MTV Movie 
Awards at Nokia Theatre L.A. Live on April 13, 2014 
in Los Angeles, California

Obama and Washington embrace

Robin Roberts and her girlfriend Amber

eurweb.com

eurweb.com
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April 16 - 22, 2014

FRESH PRODUCE

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RIBEYE  STEAKS

PER  LB.

$899

PREVIOUSLY  FROZEN  ST.  LOUIS  CUT  SMALL  (SOLD  IN  2  PACK)

PORK
RIBS

PER  LB.

$199

(SOLD  IN  10  LB.  BAG)

FRESH  FRYER
LEG  QUARTERS

10  LB.

$699
USDA  CHOICE  BEEF

BONELESS
RUMP  ROAST

PER  LB.

$349

COOKS  OR  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

SHANK  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$149

COOK'S  OR  PIGGLY  WIGGLY

BUTT  PORTION
SMOKED  HAM

PER  LB.

$169

FRESH  

BAKING
HENS

PER  LB.

$100

SUGARTREE

SPIRAL
SLICED  HAM

PER  LB.

$199

USDA  CHOICE  BONELESS

BOTTOM  
ROUND  STEAK

FAMILY  PACK,  PER  LB.

$399

SELF - RISING  OR  PLAIN

MARTHA  WHITE
FLOUR  OR  CORN  MEAL

5  LB.  BAG

2/$5

SAVE  ON

COKE PRODUCTS
12  PACK  12  OZ.  CANS

3/$12
ASSORTED

DUNCAN  HINES
CAKE  MIXES

16.5  OZ.  BOX

$100
LIMIT  6  WITH ADDITIONAL PURCHASE

SAVE  ON  RED  DIAMOND

TEA
GALLON  JUG ............................... 

2/$5
BLUE  BONNET  SPREAD  MARGARINE

QUARTERS
1  LB. ......................................79¢

PILLSBURY

PASTRIES
CINNAMON,  CRESCENT  ROLLS,  
BREAD  STICKS,  PIZZA  CRUST  8 - 13  0Z.    

$199

KRAFT  SHREDDED  &  CHUNK 

CHEESE
7 - 8  OZ.  ................................... 

2/$5
KRAFT  PHILADELPHIA  CREAM

CHEESE
8  OZ. ....................................... 

2/$3
DAISY  SOUR

CREAM
16  OZ. ......................................

$199

SELECT  PICTSWEET  FROZEN

VEGETABLES
12 - 16  OZ. ..................................

4/$5
ORE  IDA  CRINKLE  OR  TATER  TOTS

POTATOES
5  LB.  ....................................... 

$499

SISTER  SCHUBERT'S

DINNER  
ROLLS
11 - 15.8  OZ. ............................... 

$289

SELECT 

TYSON  
CHICKEN
22 - 28  OZ. ................................. 

$699

piggly wiggly

SWEET  CALIFORNIA

STRAWBERRIES
1  LB.

$249

DOLE  GOLDEN

PINEAPPLE
EACH

$279
FRESH  EXPRESS

SALAD  MIX
12  OZ.

99¢

FRESH

RUSSET  POTATOES
8  LB.  BAG

$299

MISSISSIPPI  GROWN

SWEET  POTATOES
POUND

59¢

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS

Crossgates Shopping
Village

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS

1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Pricesthe price you see is the price 

you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com


