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Myrlie Evers-Williams opposes airport legislation

The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers
International Airport bears the name of
civil rights activist and pioneer Medgar Wiley Evers who was assassinated
in his driveway in Jackson on June 12,
1963. Evers was the field secretary for
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.
On March 24, 2016, legislators in

the Mississippi House
of
Representatives
passed a bill that
would replace the city
of Jackson’s airport
board with a regional
Evers-Wilboard. Evers’ widow,
liams
Myrlie Evers-Williams,
is among many community leaders
concerned about the future and direc-

Sentencing
delayed for
Epps again

By Othor Cain
Contributing Writer

tion of the airport that bears her late
husband’s name.
The state Senate already has passed
the airport bill (Senate Bill 2162); however, both the full House and full Senate must approve an amended bill and
send it to Gov. Phil Bryant for his signature to become law.
Currently, Jackson’s mayor appoints
the Jackson Municipal Airport Au-

thority’s five board of commissioners.
Board members set airport policy, and
the chief executive officer manages its
day-to-day operations. The author of
the airport legislation, State Sen. Josh
Harkins, (R-Flowood), believes a ninemember, regional airport board should
control the Jackson-owned airport. If
the bill passes, the state would appoint
the majority of the new board members.

Evers-Williams said, “I learned from
Mr. Carl Newman, the Jackson airport’s
CEO, that the airport is financially
sound and being well-run. As such,
I stand with CEO Newman and the
Jackson Municipal Airport against any
takeover of the Jackson-Medgar Wiley
Evers International Airport by the State

Morgan’s career
comes full circle
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Continued on page 3

JSU grad inspires during journalism banquet

Former Mississippi Department
of Corrections Commissioner Chris
Epps appeared again in federal court
Monday before Judge Henry T. Wingate to learn his fate -- what he learned
-- was that he would have to wait.
Wingate delayed sentencing Epps Epps
until July 18 because of bombshells dropped by the
prosecution.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Darren LaMarca shared in
court that his team has discovered nearly 16 additional
contracts connected to the MDOC kickback-bribery
scandal that took Epps down in 2014.
The new contract discoveries could increase the
gross value to $800 million from the initial $300 mil-

Epps

Continued on page 3

DeMarco Morgan was the keynote speaker at the JSU School of Journalism and Media Studies Student Recognition Banquet last Friday night. PHOTO BY

Founders of Students of Cinema Jaleesa Harris, (from
left), Dashawna Wright, and Orionna Brumfield (far
right) are shown on the set with Rob Jay of JSU TV,
where they discussed their film, Season of Revenge,
that will debut at 7 p.m. Friday.

JSU Students
of Cinema hosts
first film fest

Inside

Special to The Mississippi Link
There are times when opportunities have to be created by people who will not sit around and wait for
others to make them.
Three Jackson State University students —
Dashawna Wright, Jaleesa Harris, and Orionna
Brumfield — did just that when they became the
founders of Students of Cinema in January.
Students of Cinema was established on campus to
provide outlets for students interested in any aspect
of filmmaking: writing, producing, acting and so on.
The founders are in the early stages of the organization, but that did not stop them from inducting the
first members into the organization this semester to
work on their first film, “Season of Revenge,” and to
plan their first film festival set for 7 p.m. April 15, at

Cinema
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By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
Jackson State alumnus DeMarco
Morgan offered tons of inspiration
to the university’s journalism students last Friday night as the keynote speaker for the Student Recognition Banquet.
The banquet marked the final
event for JSU’s inaugural School
of Journalism and Media Studies
Conference held April 7-8. The

conference theme was “Multimedia
Platforms in the Digital Age” and
several national and state media
professionals shared their expertise
with students on how to achieve
successful careers in communication.
In her introduction of Morgan,
Sylvia Watley, Special Projects
Coordinator for the School of Journalism and Media Studies, said a
perfect song to describe Morgan’s

life would be “I Believe I Can Fly.”
“He is so real in his journey to living his dream,” Watley said.
Morgan, a 2001 JSU graduate,
dreamed of becoming a successful
news anchor since he was a child.
He was particularly interested
and intrigued by the work of Dan
Rather. Today, Morgan is a national correspondent for CBS news
headquartered in New York. He’s
worked in Atlanta, Miami, Mil-

waukee, Wis., and for WJTV-TV
in Jackson. Achieving his dreams
didn’t come easy.
His father died when Morgan
was 10, so he grew up in a singleparent home. His older brother took
their father’s death so hard he starting getting into trouble — crime
and drugs.
The Tulsa, Okla., native shared

Morgan

Continued on page 3

Byram artist opens Crafters, offers paint classes
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
What is faith?
Well for 23 year-old Brianna
Graham of Byram, faith is leaving
a full-time job to start your own
business.
Graham, a naturally talented
painter/artist, held a grand opening for her new store called Crafters April 9, in Byram. The store
is located off Siwell Road next to
Kroger.
“God just placed this on my heart
to do … and we need something in

April is National Black
Golf Month. Special
event planned
Page 16

Byram to do because we always
have to travel so far to do things,”
Graham said. Around September of
last year, she had the idea to open
Crafters.
Crafters offers children paint
parties and adult paint parties to
celebrate birthdays or just a “girls
night out.” Children parties for
those 16 and younger are $10 per
person and each child gets an 11 x
14 canvas to create artwork. Adult
parties are $16 per person and each

Crafters

Continued on page 3

New season of
Livin’ Lozada
premieres in
May
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Brianna Graham is owner of Crafters in Byram that offers paint classes and
paint parties for adults and children. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
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Stand against ‘religious freedom restoration act’

Malone
To My Fellow Mississippians,
For 30 years I’ve been proud
of my deep magnolia roots.
The many wonderful people
of the state have been supportive of my professional and
personal endeavors. Whenever
someone asks me, “Where
are you from?” I proudly say
Mississippi. However, a dark
and dismal cloud hovers over
my favorite state. The country
and the world are enraged by
recent actions of our governor
and legislators.
Growing up in Mississippi,
I knew this place as a diverse
land, full of exceptional culture and amazing people, as a
young boy I knew there was
something unique about me.
That “feeling” was a major
turning point in my life, but a
part of my story I buried deeply for so many years.
It wasn’t until I met and fell
in love with my soul mate,
Adrian, that I accepted my
position in this life. I, Duvalier Malone, am a proud gay
man who will always be a
product of Mississippi. I offer
this statement simply to show
my support for Mississippi’s
LGBT community and its in-

credible allies.
I must admit my failed leadership on LGBT issues. For so
many years, I worked on an assortment of causes, but never
did my due diligence to speak
up for a community that is an
essential aspect of myself. Like
many gay men I know, I sat in
the shadow whenever gay issues were discussed. I didn’t
help the movement get a seat at
the political and social tables.
As I enter my 30th year on this
Earth, I must come to terms
with my negligence to the
LBGT family I love so dearly.
I am leaving that shadow to
voice my opposition to the actions of Mississippi Gov. Phil
Bryant and state legislators.
The so-called “Religious
Freedom Restoration Act” is
an abomination and will roll
back many civil rights gains.
Moreover, it is shameful that
the loving God I keep close
to my heart has been “thrown
under the bus” as it were, to
shield the hatred and bigotry
of a small minority. America
has made too many great
strides in the protection of
our civil rights to stop now.
This law is an attack on basic
human decency and stands in
stark contrast to the southern
hospitality that my state represents. No child should grow
up in an America in which he
or she can be denied basic human respect, based solely on a
disagreement about personal
love. We are better than this.
The social ramifications
are great. However, the economic setbacks for the state

will be detrimental to the development of a secured future
for Mississippians. Major
corporations with operations
based in Mississippi have already criticized the state for
this law. Any possible future
expansions or investments
will be greatly scaled back or
cancelled. No company will
provide economic stimulus to
a place that proudly supports
intolerance.
Our state leaders need to
understand what they have
signed-up for. This is not a law
that will bridge the divisions
that already exist. This law
will further fragment citizens
and violate individual rights.
The “Religious Freedom Restoration Act” is a great slippery slope. If this bill prevails,
legislators will continue to
use religion to violate civil
rights and liberties because
of race, religion, gender, political views, gender identity,
and sexual orientation. This
is a civil rights nightmare that
must quickly come to an end.
Every family in Mississippi
is related to a member of the
LGBT community. They are
your fathers, mothers, sons,
daughters, sisters, brothers,
aunts, uncles, cousins, and
friends. Even though you
might disagree with their decisions and who they chose to
love, you love these individuals. I urge all family members
to stand with their relatives
and friends against this egregious display of prejudice.
Your LGBT family member
has never needed your support

more than he or she does at
this very moment.
I also plead with religious
leaders of all faiths to exercise the love and tolerance
that our beliefs teach. Religion
has never been under attack
by civil rights victories. Faith
has often been a major part of
positive movement in equality.
Today, religion is being used
as a justification for hatred and
division. Let’s all stand together so our core values aren’t hijacked by ignorant zealots. We
must all represent the love that
is preached weekly.
For the LGBT folks, who
like myself, have sat on the
sidelines and in the shadows
their whole life, it’s time to
join the fight. This is not solely
about you. This is a journey of
self-acceptance and tolerance
so that the young members
of the LGBT community can
live a life that we were denied.
This is our civil rights fight
and we must stop at nothing
to find a solution to this law. I
admit my lack of participation
in this movement, but I promise a more robust involvement
starting today. I urge everyone
to join me.
Lastly, I make a plea to the
supporters of the “Religious
Freedom Restoration Act”. I
ask you to imagine being denied services. Have you taken
the time to think about what
it’s like for the other side?
Have you thought about treating your neighbors as you
want to be treated? Is this how
you want Mississippi to be
seen in the world? We are a

country of freedom. Mississippi cannot be seen as a leader in
hatred. I ask you not to use the
fears of a few to take our state
backwards—to a time of civil
unrest and prejudice. Mississippi is a place full of hope and
creativity. We embody southern hospitality. I ask that you
reconsider your support so that
we can all move forward and
focus on more pressing issues.
We must make great leaps to
improve education and health
standards. We need to rebuild
infrastructure. We can create a
more inclusive environment.
Please think and pray hard
about your support of this law.
As a very proud gay man
who has been blessed to be in
love with another man for over
seven years, I am a Mississippi
success story. I am growing
every day in my true self and
look forward to helping others
do the same. I hope that the future is as bright in Mississippi
as I once believed it could be.
I will always stand with my
Mississippi Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender family. You have loved me, and
I will work forever to spread
that love and support.
Sincerely,
Duvalier Malone
#StandWithMSLGBT
www.duvaliermalone.com
(website)
www.facebook.com/duvaliermaloneenterprise (facebook)
www.twitter.com/duvaliermalone (twitter)
www.instagram.com/duvalie
rmaloneenterprises(instagram)

It’s tax time,
but corporations
aren’t paying
By Frank Clemente
Mississippi Link Newswire
Tax Day offers a stark reminder of the
difference between those of us who pay
all our taxes every year and the big corporations that don’t. While families and
small businesses scramble to file their
returns each April, multinational corporations are free to indefinitely ignore a
$700 billion U.S. tax bill they owe on
$2.4 trillion in profits stashed offshore.
American corporations owe U.S. taxes on all their income wherever made,
but thanks to a loophole called “deferral,” they don’t have to pay the bill on
offshore profits till they bring the money home. Not surprisingly, this special
tax break has encouraged companies
to hold more and more of their profits
overseas.
Corporate offshore tax avoidance can
be curbed. In fact, the Obama administration did it earlier this month. The
Treasury Department issued new rules
that make it harder for American corporations to shift their legal address to a
foreign country in order to wipe out the
U.S. taxes they owe on their offshore
earnings.
The most immediate effect of this
much-needed reform was to kill one of
these phony relocations—called “inversions”—by the pharmaceutical giant Pfizer. It was trying to permanently
dodge up to $35 billion in taxes, according to an investigation by Americans for
Tax Fairness. Once Treasury issued new
rules denying these tax benefits, Pfizer
gave up its inversion attempt.
Frank Clemente is executive director
of Americans for Tax Fairness.
Deadline nears
April 18 is the deadline to file IRS tax returns this year.
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JSU announces time change of
commencement with First Lady

Morgan
Continued from page 1

Panelists for “Storytelling in the Digital Age” were Donna Ladd (left) from the Jackson Free Press, Shanderia
Posey of The Mississippi Link and Alice Tisdale of The Jackson Advocate. PHOTO BY JERRY DOMATOB

how he graduated at the bottom of his class at
Booker T. Washington High School. He stressed
— the bottom. He scored a 13 on the ACT twice
and a 16 once. He failed his English class back
then and was advised by an English teacher to
consider work involving his hands instead of
broadcasting. The teacher told him the requirements of being able to read and write well would
hamper his success in the broadcast industry.
“It broke my spirit,” Morgan said. He kept the
teacher’s comment a secret from his mom for a
long time.
Morgan applied to about nine colleges and
universities and was only accepted by Jackson
State. “They gave me a chance, and I never ever
forgot it,” he said.
He started reading more and made the dean’s
list for fours years at JSU. During his junior year
he was recognized by Scripps Howard Foundation. He also started working for JSU’s campus TV
station — TV 23. There he learned how to write a
story. His first story was at the State Capitol.
“I realized that we had everything I needed to
get to where I wanted to go (in my career) on
campus,” he said.
After JSU, he went to Columbia University in
New York to earn a master’s degree.
About two weeks after arriving at Columbia,
he learned he didn’t have enough financial aid
to cover the nearly $70,000 tuition. The setback
seemed insurmountable, but he still recalls his
mom’s advice.
“I’ve prayed as much as I can possibly pray,”
his mom told him. “But you have to meet God
for yourself.”
She also told Morgan, “When God brings you
to a cliff, you have to trust Him fully and let go.
He’s either going to catch you when you fall or
teach you how to fly.”
“In other words, you’ll be OK,” Morgan said.
The next day he received scholarships and other
financial aid awards to cover the tuition.
Morgan reflected on how his life could have
turned out much different. He loves his older
brother and looked up to him when they were
kids. Morgan could have chosen his brother’s
route. He says faith and obedience to God have
steered him down the right paths.
Now his life has come full circle in many ways.
As a successful news anchor, he was invited to
become the youngest commencement speaker
at his high school alma mater. The teacher who
told him his dreams were impossible was there
to witness his accomplishments. He’s also taught
at Clark-Atlanta University, Jackson State, Spelman and Morehouse College — a college he was
denied acceptance to.
“I have wanted to give up so many times,” said
Morgan, who acknowledged he was overlooked
for opportunities several times. But he emphasized to the audience that no matter what, God
has the final say.
“I know for a fact that I’m not supposed to be
doing what I’m doing, but it’s by the grace of
God,” Morgan said.
Some of Morgan’s advice to students focused on asking God for His will to happen in
their lives, having a good work ethic, having
no excuses, doing internships, network with all
people, don’t beat yourself up over mistakes and
realize that the money will come.
Several JSU students received recognition for
a variety of categories during the banquet including highest GPA, internship award, media
production, multimedia award, photojournalism,
feature writing, advertising award, public relations, and much more.
JSU Senior Orionna Brumfield received the
Highest GPA Scholastic Award. She credits her
success to an extensive support system.
“Everyone played a major role in my success:

From staff reports
The time of Jackson State
University’s 139th Spring Commencement, in which First Lady
of the United States Michelle
Obama will deliver the address,
has been changed from 10:30
a.m. to 3 p.m.
Obama will address more
than 800 graduates as well as
their family and friends at the
Mississippi Veterans Memorial
Stadium.
The university issued a statement saying, “On behalf of Dr.
Carolyn W. Meyers, President of
Jackson State University and the
entire JSU family, we are honored and very pleased to have
First Lady Michelle Obama as

the Commencement Speaker
for the graduating class of 2016.
This is the first time in the history of the university that a sitting First Lady addressed our
graduates. It reaffirms that JSU
always strives for the best for our
students. This commencement
promises to be an occasion that
students will never forget.”
Obama is an attorney, writer,
the wife of the 44th and current
U.S. President Barack Obama.
She is the first African-American First Lady of the United
States. She has become a national and international role model
for women and an advocate for
poverty awareness, higher education, and healthy living.

JSU has issued instructions
for students, faculty and staff,
that the commencement is a
ticketed event. Therefore, anyone entering the Mississippi
Veterans Memorial Stadium on
April 23, must have an official
commencement ticket issued by
Jackson State University. Access to the stadium will open by
1 p.m. All individuals must be
seated by 2:30 p.m. No access
will be allowed after 2:45 p.m.
No exceptions.
In the event of inclement
weather the undergraduate commencement ceremony will be
held at the Athletics and Assembly Center with overflow at the
Rose E. McCoy Auditorium.

SAVE THE DATE
Students of Cinema’s first film
festival is set for 7 p.m. April 15, at
the student theatre on the second
floor of the JSU Student Center.
After graduation, two founders, Wright and Brumfield, will
leave the organization in the
hands of the third founder and
second vice president, Jaleesa
Harris, who is ready to keep the
organization going forward.
“I love filmmaking. It is literally my entire life. I enjoy every aspect of it … obtaining the
footage, editing, just everything.
It keeps me sane in this world
of journalism. I am looking forward to people not only enjoying the festivities, but realizing
that SOC is real and ready to
conquer the world … or maybe

just Mississippi for now,” said
Harris.
The hard work, dedication and
vision has created a great foundation for Students of Cinema.
They have inducted members
and selected faculty who are
ready to continue the organization’s efforts to promote the
quality aspects of filmmaking.
“This also allows the JSU
community to take a look at the
diverse talent we have on campus. We have our very own students making films and giving
us a glimpse into their talent.
I am honored to serve as advisor to the Students of Cinema
as they continue to bring the art
of filmmaking and producing to
JSU,” said Yolanda Williams,
faculty advisor and professor in
the department of Speech and
Theatre at JSU.

Epps’ “substantial” cooperation.
Epps and Rankin County businessman Cecil McCrory, a former
legislator, were arrested in August 2014 on multiple counts that
they conspired for McCrory to
get MDOC contracts, while providing Epps with kickbacks.
Epps, who originally was indicted on 40 counts of bribery,
money laundering, conspiracy
and tax charges, plead guilty to
two of those charges, which were
felony bribery charges. McCrory
was originally indicted on 15
counts.
McCrory’s attorney Carlos
Tanner, who is based in Jackson,
shocked the court when he provided testimony that he would
file a motion with the court, asking for a withdrawal of the guilty
plea of which McCrory originally

pleaded. “My client is factually innocent of what he pleaded
guilty to,” Tanner said. “I came
aboard in the middle of this case
and based on what I’ve seen, I
never would have recommended
that he plead guilty.”
Tanner called the $800 million
“preposterous” and said he was
still reviewing more than 70 CDs
presented by the state.
Meanwhile, Wingate set a June
9 hearing date for prosecutors to
present their new findings to the
court. McCrory was set to be sentenced June 9 as well, but Tanner
told Wingate new discoveries at
the hearing on that date could affect his client’s defense.
As it stands now, Epps could
face up to 23 years in prison and a
$750,000 fine; McCrory, 20 years
in prison and a $500,000 fine.

Cinema
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DeMarco Morgan stands with dean of JSU’s School
of Journalism and Media Studies Elayne Hayes
Anthony. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/UNIVERSITY

COMMUNICATIONS

the student theatre on the second
floor of the JSU Student Center.
The festival is open to everyone,
especially those who have interests in filmmaking.
Along with the showcase
of “Season of Revenge,” the
founders have also invited other
student filmmakers to submit
their work to be critiqued by
film professionals who will also
be in attendance.
“I am looking to gain the opportunity to network with other
filmmakers and get their honest
feedback on the films that I have
worked on. When this film fest
is over I am hoping to go home
with more insight on how I could
become a better filmmaker,” said
Wright, a mass communications
senior from Chicago, Ill., who is
the first president of Students of
Cinema.

Epps
Continued from page 1

DeMarco Morgan stands with Sylvia Watley, Special
Projects Coordinator for the School of Journalism
and Media Studies. PHOTO BY CHARLES A. SMITH/

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

ESPN NBA reporter Michael Wallace spoke on “The
Changing Landscape of Journalism” Friday during
the journalism conference. PHOTO BY JERRY DOMATOB
faculty, administration, staff, classmates and
especially my family,” Brumfield said. “All the
support, even if it was just words of encouragement, gave me the strength I needed to keep going. I also thank God because none of this would
have been possible without him. My only scholastic goal was to keep my GPA above a 3.5, but
I never imagined that would lead to me being at
the top of my class.”
Morgan’s words seemed to inspire Brumfield
to keep excelling.
“Mr. Morgan’s story is very similar to mine
right now. He had to work very hard to reach his
goals, but the struggle molded him into the man
he is today. Like him, I have started to appreciate
my struggle because I know my hard work will
pay off. Most likely, it will be sooner than I ever
imagined.”
Shanderia K. Posey can be reached at sposey@
mississippilink.com.

Airport
Continued from page 1

of Mississippi.”
Two days before the Mississippi House of Representatives
passed the bill, Democrats
started reading bills aloud to
protest what they called “illegal eminent domain.”
“It is unprecedented for the
state to take an asset from a
governmental entity without
cause,” said State Rep. Sonya
Williams Barnes (D-Gulfport),
chair of the Mississippi Legislative Black Caucus. JMAA is
financially sound, well managed, with an efficient opera-
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tion. This is not a reorganization of the commission; it is a
hostile takeover.”
Bryant backs the legislation. Recently, he bestowed
Mississippi native and actress
Dr. Tommie “Tonea” Stewart
with the Mississippi Governor’s Award for Excellence in
the Arts during a ceremony in
Jackson. When Stewart arrived
at the Jackson airport for her
return trip home, she toured the
Medgar Wiley Evers Pavilion
with JMAA’s Board Chairman,
Dr. Rosie L. T. Pridgen, and of-

fered her support.
If given the opportunity to
speak with the governor again,
Stewart said, “I would say to
him, ‘Let’s stay together and
support the airport as it stands.’”
Stewart added, “If it’s not
broken, don’t fix it. Jackson is
the capital of the entire state (of
Mississippi). So, we are really
asking all citizens across not
only Jackson, but also Mississippi and the world to take an
interest in this, because if it is
Jackson now, it may be another
city tomorrow.”

lion the government presented at
the onset of indictments against
Epps, claiming that he could have
possibly tainted them and received substantial monetary payments.
In asking for more time from
the courts, LaMarca argued that
15-16 CEOs and other associates
connected to the new discoveries would need to be subpoenaed
and interviewed. He also said to
Wingate that “it was up to the
courts to determine the net-value of the contracts and not the
gross amounts,” when determining prison time under sentencing
guidelines.
John Colette of Jackson, the
attorney representing Epps, said
prosecuters are planning to recommend a sentence below federal
guidelines to Wingate based on

Crafters
Continued from page 1

Participants in Crafters classes can learn to create all sorts of paintings. PHOTO BY SHANDERIA K. POSEY
person gets a 16 x 20 canvas to
paint. All parties last for two
hours.
Art classes will be offered at
various times. Sometimes the
classes will direct participants to
paint certain pictures and other
classes will allow participants to
paint anything they want.
One unique aspect of Crafters
is what Graham calls “painting
for a cause.” Under this category, participants can paint to
raise awareness and funds for
an issue. For example, April is
Autism Awareness Month and
Child Abuse Awareness Month,
so from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
April 16, Crafters will host a
special class for autism awareness and 10 percent of the proceeds will go toward the cause.
Store hours are 9 a.m. to 8

p.m. Tuesday through Saturday
and Graham is still working
on including a break at some
point in the day. The morning
hours will be reserved for homeschooled students and other kids
to enjoy art.
Unlike other establishments
similar to Crafters who allow
adults to bring in alcohol to “sip
and paint” during classes or parties, at Crafters no alcohol is allowed, but snacks and nonalcoholic drinks are permitted.
Graham has some formal
training in painting thanks to
graphic design and interior design classes she took at the University of Southern Mississippi.
However, the artwork on display at Crafters’ grand opening
reflects her natural talent. She’s
been painting since she was a

little girl.
It was scary for her to give up
a full-time job, and she almost
talked herself out of starting
Crafters, but she forged ahead.
“The more I saw people being interested in it, I knew that
it would be a success,” Graham
said.
Plenty of friends, family and
fellow church members of Relate Church in Byram came out
in support of Graham’s entrepreneurial endeavor last weekend.
Imani Badon, 19, of Jackson
attends Relate with Graham and
was at the event.
“She’s been talking about doing this for a long time. She’s
been working so hard. It’s just
so good to see it,” said Badon.
For more information, visit
www.craftersms.com.

LOCAL
4 • THE MISSISSIPPI LINK

Women civil rights
icons discuss impact
of battles fought

Civil Rights veteran Willie Ricks is surrounded by young women
raising the black power sign after a screening of the documentary
“Standing on My Sisters’ Shoulders.” PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE R. JONES
By Stephanie R. Jones
Contributing Writer

The Veterans of the Civil
Rights Movement annual conference culminated April 3 ,at
Tougaloo College with the showing of a documentary film about
women who helped shape the
course of civil rights history in
Mississippi and across America.
While the names of men of
the movement are well known,
it was these women often in the
background, who shouldered unimaginable burdens as African
Americans sought the right to
vote, equal citizenship status as
whites in what was supposed to
be a democratic society.
Some of these women include
Fannie Lou Hamer, Mae Carter,
Victoria Gray Adams, Unita
Blackwell, Mae Bertha Carter,
Dorie Ladner, Flonzie Brown
Wright, Constance Slaughter
Harvey and Joan Trumpauer
Mulholland, just to name a few.
The film “Standing on My Sisters’ Shoulders” brings it to light
blatantly. The documentary about
Mississippi women who fought
for equality during the Civil
Rights Movement tells the story
for a generation who has no idea
what the women endured.
The film tells about the beatings and other injustices the
women sustained. Despite enduring harsh treatment, the women
say they knew and understood
that they stood a better chance of
not being killed as so many black
men were during those turbulent
times in the 1950s and 1960s
when racial strife was rampant.
They fought for the right to vote,
to drink at a public water fountain, to eat at a restaurant.
The right to vote was the key
issue, to give a voice to the disenfranchised.
A panel discussion was held after the screening with four women – Slaughter Harvey, Brown
Wright, Ladner and Mulholland
– relating their experiences and
answering questions from the audience. The panel was moderated
by Wilma Mosley-Clopton.
LaShaunda
Rene,’
who
brought her three daughters to the
events, asked how she could relay to them the importance knowing what happened in a time long
before they were born.

“They ask, ‘Mom are we going to something again? Why?’”
Rene’ said. “I tell them you can’t
move forward based on something you don’t know anything
about. How do I communicate to
my daughters that is important,”
she asked.
Ladner told Rene’ she was doing the right thing by bringing
her daughters. “They are getting
the right messages,” Ladner said.
“They don’t have to read it in
books. They are listening to testimony.”
After the discussion Rene’
said more forums are needed for
women and girls to learn that
their roles in the community and
society are important.
“The vets are so precious to me
because of what they have been
through,” said Cynthia Goodloe
Palmer, executive director of the
Veterans of the Mississippi Civil
Rights Movement, Inc.
Her mother Flonzie Brown
Wright, one of panelists, said six
of the women talked about in the
film are still alive. Brown Wright
has been a vigilant advocate for
voters’ rights and fair treatment
in the justice system. She filed a
lawsuit aimed at ensuring a fair
jury selection process in the state.
Voting, she said, is imperative.
“While we are watching “As the
World Turns,” the world is turning without us. We must vote,”
she said.
The women said a pivotal
point in the movement was the
assassination of Medgar Evers in
June 1963 because of his efforts
to register voters.
“I still suffer post-traumatic
stress from Medgar’s death,” said
Ladner. Mulholland said, “The
best way to honor Medgar is to
register to vote, then go vote.”
Mukasa Dada, formerly Willie
Ricks – a SNCC member credited with coining the phrase “black
power” – said watching the film
brought back memories of many
friends from the movement.
“I live this life for Miss Hamer
and all the women that stood next
to her,” Dada said. “I live this life
for black power because of all the
women that stood strong in the
movement.”
Stephanie R. Jones can be
reached at srjones13@gmail.
com or (601) 454-0372.

Panelists of “Standing on My Sisters’ Shoulders” were Jean
Trumpauer Mulholland (from left), Flonzie Brown Wright, Constance
Slaughter Harvey and Dorie Ladner.

Lashaunda Rene’ wanted her daughters, Maxine, Anastasia and Vivianne
Rene’ to hear from the women involved in the Civil Rights Movement.
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Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights
Movement holds 11th conference
The Veterans of the Mississippi Civil
Rights Movement held its 11th anniversary
conference March 30 - April 3, at Tougaloo
College. The theme of the conference was
“The Moral and Political Imperatives of
Black Empowerment and Human Dignity.”
This year’s conference was dedicated to
the late Julian Bond and Margaret Block.
Special recognition was also given to commemorate the 50-year anniversary of the
“Meredith March Against Fear.”

Canton High School Choir performs PHOTOS BY AL WHITE, ACTION COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION
REFORM, INC.

Pictured are Rev. James McRee, Flonzie Brown
Wright, Ken Dean and Glenn Cotton.

Pictured are Constance Slaughter Harvey
and family along with the Rev. James McRee
(right).

Pictured are Frank Smith, Annie Pearl Avery, Timothy
Jenkins and Pamela Junior.

Pictured are members of Eddie Carthan’s
family.

Pictured are Doris Derby, Dr. Ollye
Shirley, Erin Shirley Orey and
Terrance Shirley.

Pictured are members of Margaret
Kibbe’s family.
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Six HBCUs in state receive donation from Nissan
By Shanderia K. Posey
Editor
Last week Nissan donated
$250,000 to six Historically
Black Colleges and Universities in Mississippi to promote
science, technology engineering
and mathematics (STEM) initiatives at each school.
The event began with gospel songs sang by the Nissan
choir under the direction of Pam
Confer, who is director of Community and Public Relations at
Nissan.
Congressman Bennie Thompson was on hand to celebrate
Nissan’s presentation to the institutions.
He lauded the company for
recognizing the worth and value
of HBCUs.

“If you invest internally in our
state for talent, then you don’t
have to go anywhere else to look
for that talent,” Thompson said.
Students who go to HBCUs understand survival, according to
the congressman. “They acquire
skills that will follow them the
rest of their life.”
The notion is if you go to Valley and get out, you can go anywhere,” said Thompson, causing chuckles from the audience.
“At Nissan we recruit the
best and the brightest,” said
Steve Marsh, Nissan’s vice
president of marketing. Several employees who attended
the presentation were alumni
of the six HBCUs represented
at the event. “Being able to tap
into the minds and skills of this

uniquely diverse team allows us
to remain competitive and stay
at the cutting edge.”
Nissan began the partnership
with the six HBCUs last year
to promote STEM academics
— an area critical to Nissan’s
industry, according to Jeffrey
Webster, Nissan’s director of
Diversity and Inclusion.
“These employees contribute to the success of our plant.
In our 13th year of production
Nissan remains steadfast in hiring the best and the brightest,”
Webster said.
The event included a panel
discussion where university
presidents and representatives
discussed need and impact of
STEM academics. Panelists
were Mississippi Valley Presi-

dent William B. Bynum Jr., Tougaloo College President Beverly
Wade Hogan, Doris Ward, Rust
College’s Division Chair of Science and Mathematics; Marcus
Ward, Alcorn State University’s
vice president of Institutional
Advancement; Loretta Moore,
Jackson State University’s vice
president for Research and Federal Relations; and Coahoma
Community College President
Valmadge Towner.
Several of the HBCU representatives commented on how
they used the funds received
from Nissan last year. Coahoma
Community College was able to
purchase equipment. Tougaloo
revamped a computer lab and
classroom, and Jackson State
established a robotics lab.

Marcus Ward, Alcorn State University’s vice president of Institutional Advancement, holds a certificate from Nissan. He is standing with Jeffrey
Webster (left) and Congressman Bennie Thompson (right) along with other
Nissan representatives and Alcorn alumni.

Coahoma Community College President Valmadge Towner holds a certificate from Nissan along with Jeffrey Webster (left) and others.

Tougaloo College President Beverly Wade Hogan (center) holds a certificate from Nissan.

Nissan and HBCU representatives along with Congressman Bennie Thompson show off the presentation check for $250,000 to the schools.

Mississippi Valley State University President William
Bynum, Jr., accepts a certificate from Nissan’s Jeffrey
Webster (left).

Congressman Bennie Thompson with the Nissan choir.

Loretta Moore, Jackson State University’s vice president for Research and
Federal Relations, holds a certificate from Nissan with Jeffrey Webster. Others include Nissan employees, including those who are JSU alumni, and Congressman Bennie Thompson.

Doris Ward, Rust College’s Division Chair of Science and Mathematics,
holds a certificate from Nissan.
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Tougaloo College honors a fallen Eaglet Women’s Business Center

opens to aid entrepreneurs

By Diamond Williams
Mississippi Link Intern
A memorial was held March 31, at Tougaloo College in honor of student Jana
Clanton who died in a car accident March
30.
Tougaloo College’s historic Woolworth
Chapel was filled with students, family and
staff to show their respect, love and honor
toward Clanton.
Family members and students sent their
love and well wishes with heartfelt letters.
“She will always have a special place in
my heart,” said classmate Kemble Keys.
In reflection of her work ethic and personality, her sister showed the most gratitude.
“Jana had a charming personality that
drew you in,” said Waikinya Clanton.
“Whatever she wanted to do, she did, unapologetically.”
There were many tears and even more
laughs shared during the memorial as
well as a heartfelt description of the love
and magic an individual can experience
on Tougaloo College grounds. “I’m glad
my sister got to experience the essence
of Tougaloo College. I thought it would
take four years, but I now see she got the
full experience within her two,” shared
Waikinya Clanton.
In closing, the Tougaloo Ambassadors
presented Clanton’s family with an award
honoring her as the most outstanding
TAMS represented of 2015-2016.

Clanton

Waikiya Clanton shares uplifting remarks
about her sister.

Kemble Keys shares her emotional remarks
about Clanton.

Xavier Amos, Tougaloo College Ambassadors
Advisor, presents Clanton’s award to her family.

Creative Arts Festival features Mulholland at JSU
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Margaret Walker Center at Jackson State University
will host its 10th Annual Creative Arts Festival: Ordinary
Heroes ~ The (Un)Examined
Life event at 2 p.m. April 15
in the JSU College of Liberal
Arts.
A screening of the documentary “An Ordinary Hero”
about the life and times of civil
rights icon, Joan Trumpauer
Mulholland is planned and
will be followed by a panel
discussion with Mulholland.

Immediately after the film
and discussions, the Margaret
Walker Center will unveil the
exhibition An Ordinary Hero
with a reception in Ayer Hall
beginning at 4 p.m.
On April 16, the Creative
Arts Festival will kickoff in
the morning with 15 concurrent sessions and more than
50 students presentations in
the JSU Student Center Theater and Ayer Hall. The day
will feature the JSU poetry
performance troupe Outspoken at a free luncheon in the

Student Center Ballroom and
will conclude at 3 p.m. with
the keynote address by Joan
Trumpauer Mulholland and
the presentation of the $1,000
Margaret Walker Award for the
best essay by a JSU Student.
All events are free and open to
the public.
The 2016 Creative Arts
Festival is supported in part
by funding from the Mississippi Arts Commission, a state
agency, and from the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

NEWS BRIEFS

claimedproject.org, or you can visit www.reclaimedproject.org.

in Jackson.
Reclaiming ’16 is a fundraising banquet purposed
to educate guests about the work of Reclaimed Project and the upcoming opportunities for the organization. The evening will consist of dinner, a video displaying the ministry going on in Lesotho, a chance to
shop the Reclaimed Marketplace, and so much more.
Reclaimed Project is a local non-profit organization
fulfilling the biblical mandate to serve orphans and the
poor. Reclaimed Project exemplifies its desire to exalt
Christ by focusing on three specific areas: launching
orphan care centers in sub-Saharan Africa, assisting
those who adopt and empowering others through job
creation.
To reserve your spot or for more information about
Reclaiming ‘16 or the Reclaimed Project, contact
Hayley Scoggin at (601) 717-3535 or hscoggin@re-

The Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries,
and Parks has announced the Youth Participation
Initiative is now accepting applications. The YPI was
established to provide funding for educating youth in
the areas of hunting, fishing, outdoor recreation, and
natural resource conservation. During 2015-2016,
YPI provided a total of $147,672 to help fund 25 projects across Mississippi. In order to improve the program’s services to grant recipients, the due date for
YPI applications has been extended to May 1.
State agencies, educational institutions, and nonprofit organizations are eligible to apply for this funding opportunity. Interested applicants are urged to
consider projects that focus on recruitment, retention, and/or education of youth in the fields of hunting, fishing, or conservation. Projects that consider

Reclaimed Project plans
Applications accepted
fundraising banquet
for MDWF’s Youth
The Reclaimed Project will host its Reclaiming ’16
event at 6:30 p.m. April 21, at The South Warehouse Participation Initiative
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Mississippi Link Newswire
The U.S. Small Business Administration’s Mississippi District Office has announced the
opening of a new Women’s Business Center in Jackson. The SBA
in support of women entrepreneurship is awarding a grant to
the Mississippi Minority Business Alliance, Inc. to staff a WBC
in Jackson.
The mission of the center is
to promote strong communities
by providing women and men
with business tools necessary to
achieve self-reliance. The WBC
will serve entrepreneurs who
wish to start or expand a business
and will focus on assisting disadvantaged persons and minorities
in addressing challenges associated with starting and running
a business. Services, including
business counseling, workshops,
business plan development, and
assistance in securing financing
are the primary areas of expertise
that will be offered.
Janita Stewart, SBA Mississippi District Director is pleased
to have a WBC in Mississippi.
“With the increase over the past
few years in the number of women-owned businesses in the state
in multiple business industries,
we expect this WBC to be central
in providing the management and
technical assistance needed to
serve this critical socio-economic
group. We look forward to working with MMBA, Inc. in this
endeavor.” SBA has a womenowned business representative/
district office technical representative who will oversee the operations of the WBC relative to com-

pliance with the requirements of
the grant
Shellie Michael, the executive
director of Mississippi Minority
Business Alliance, Inc. pursued
the grant to further assist women
business owners and entrepreneurs. “I have noticed a growing
number of Mississippi women
who are starting and operating
businesses in the state. I am excited that the WBC of Mississippi will be here as a welcomed
companion for these businesses,
as they move along the growth
path from start-up to expansion.
With Erika McMillon who has an
extensive background in technology serving as the center director,
we will be able to use technology
to effectively reach many of the
female owned companies across
Mississippi’s rural vast communities,” said Michael.
The center is the only SBAsponsored WBC in the state and
joins more than 100 SBA centers
across the country.
The WBC program, established by Congress in 1988, is
administered by the SBA’s Office of Women’s Business Ownership and promotes the growth
of women-owned businesses
through business training, technical assistance, facilitating access
to credit and capital, federal contracts and international trade opportunities.
For more information on the
Women’s Business Center call the
SBA Mississippi District Office
at (601) 965-4378, the Gulfport
Branch Office at (228) 863-4449
or visit the SBA web site at www.
sba.gov
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increasing opportunity in the areas of hunting, fishing,
conservation or educating youth in any area of safety
relating to hunting, fishing, or conservation are also
encouraged.
For more information regarding recreational opportunities for youth, visit our website at www.mdwfp.
com/education-outreach or call us at (601) 432-2400.

Jackson Public Schools
plans job fair April 16
Jackson Public Schools is hosting a job fair for
certified and classified positions including prospective teachers, bus drivers, cafeteria and maintenance
workers from 9 a.m. to noon April 16, at Cardozo
Middle School, 3180 McDowell Road Ext.
The district emphasizes strong academics, extensive support for new teachers, competitive salaries
and good benefits. JPS will conduct actual interviews
with applicants who attend the job fair. Prospective
teachers and employees will interview with principals
or assistant principals at the level they wish to teach in
elementary, middle school or high school.
After the job fair, as positions become vacant, the

Subscribe TODAY

Human Resources Department will select applicants
for additional interviews. Before and after the job fair,
applicants may visit the JPS website www.jackson.
k12.ms.us each day for new job openings.
For more information, contact the Office of Human
Resources at (601) 960-8745.

Jackson State plans
memorial ceremony
of 1970 shootings
The Jackson State University Student Government Association and the Margaret Walker Center will
have a memorial ceremony at 6 p.m. April 14, in a
commemoration of the tragedy and police shootings,
which left two young men dead, Phillip Gibbs and
James Green in 1970.
The ceremony and candle light vigil will take place
in front of Alexander Hall on the Gibbs Green Memorial Plaza. Miss JSU Charence Higgins will serve as the
mistress of ceremonies. Other JSU other students,
faculty and survivors of the shootings are planning to
attend.
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State’s gender wage gap costs women nearly $4B per year, study finds
The Mississippi Link Newswire
WASHINGTON, D.C. – On
average, Mississippi women employed full time, year round are
paid just 77 cents for every dollar
paid to men – a yearly pay gap
of $9,385. That means, in total,
women in Mississippi lose nearly $4 billion every year, which is
money that could strengthen the
state economy and the financial
security of Mississippi’s women
and families, including the nearly 201,000 Mississippi households headed by women. These
are some of the findings of a new
analysis conducted by the National Partnership for Women &
Families and released for Equal
Pay Day Tuesday.
The analysis spans all 50
states, all 435 congressional
districts in the country, and the
District of Columbia. It can be
found at NationalPartnership.

org/Gap. The full set of findings for Mississippi is available
http://www.nationalpartnership.
org/research-library/workplacefairness/fair-pay/4-2016-mswage-gap.pdf. These findings
include that, for every dollar
paid to white, non-Hispanic
men in Mississippi, AfricanAmerican women and Latinas
who work full time, year round
are paid 56 cents and 54 cents,
respectively.
“This analysis is a sobering
reminder of the serious harm
the wage gap causes women and
families all across the country,”
said Debra L. Ness, president of
the National Partnership. “At a
time when women’s wages are
so critical to the economic wellbeing of families, the country is
counting on lawmakers to work
together to advance the fair and
family friendly workplace poli-

cies that would promote equal
pay. There is no time to waste.”
According to the new analysis, if the gap between women’s
and men’s wages in Mississippi
were eliminated, each woman
who holds a full-time, yearround job in the state could afford to buy food for 1.5 more
years, pay for mortgage and
utilities for nine more months, or
pay rent for more than 13 additional months. Basic necessities
like these would be particularly
important for the 39 percent of
Mississippi’s
woman-headed
households currently living below the poverty level.
Mississippi is not the only
state with a wage gap. In fact,
every state and 98 percent of
the country’s congressional districts have one. The National
Partnership’s national analysis
finds that the 10 states with the

largest cents-on-the-dollar wage
gaps in the country – from largest to smallest – are Louisiana,
Utah, Wyoming, West Virginia,
North Dakota, Alabama, Idaho,
Oklahoma, Montana and Michigan. A ranking of all 50 states
and the District of Columbia can
be found athttp://www.nationalpartnership.org/research-library/
workplace-fairness/fair-pay/
americas-women-and-the-wagegap.pdf.
Nationally, women who are
employed full time, year round
are paid, on average, 79 cents
for every dollar paid to men. The
gap is larger for African-American women and Latinas who are
paid 60 cents and 55 cents, respectively, for every dollar paid
to white, non-Hispanic men.
For Asian women in the United
States, the gap is smaller but persists. On average, Asian women

are paid 84 cents for every dollar paid to white, non-Hispanic
men, although some ethnic subgroups fare much worse.
“It is unacceptable that the
wage gap has persisted, punishing the country’s women and
families for decades,” Ness
continued. “Some state lawmakers have taken steps to address
the issue by passing legislation to combat discriminatory
pay practices and provide other
workplace supports. It is past
time for federal lawmakers to
do the same. We need Congress
to pass the Paycheck Fairness
Act, which is a common sense
proposal that has languished for
much too long.”
Currently before Congress,
the Paycheck Fairness Act
would close loopholes in the
Equal Pay Act, help to break
patterns of pay discrimination,

Mississippi Opera rounds out 70th season with Bizet’s Carmen
The Mississippi Link Newswire
The Mississippi Opera, the nation’s
ninth oldest continuously operating opera company, now celebrating
its 70th year of operatic excellence
in Mississippi, completes its 2015-2016 season with Carmen, starring Kirstin Chavez and Richard Troxell.
“We are so excited about rounding
out our wonderful 70th Anniversary
season with a perennial audience favorite: Bizet’sCarmen, starring stellar
artisans Kirstin Chavez as Carmen and
Richard Troxell as Don Jose,our first
production in the newly renovated
Thalia Mara Hall, set for April 23,”
said Mississippi Opera Artistic Director, Jay Dean.
Opera News reported that as Car-

men in Graz, Austria, Kirstin Chavez
was “the Carmen of a lifetime. With
her dark, generous mezzo, earthy eroticism, volcanic spontaneity and smoldering charisma, Chavez has it all, including a superb command of French
and a sense of humor.”Winnipeg Free
Press adds, “Chavez doesn’t just play
Carmen—she is Carmen!” Chavez
looks forward to her upcoming visit
to play this iconic role for Mississippi
Opera. “Jay’s Midas touch turns another Mississippi Institution to gold
and I am so looking forward to bringing our Carmen to Mississippi Opera
for its 70th Anniversary season. We
plan to set Mississippi on the fast track
from a cool spring to a sizzling summer with our sensually dazzling story
of love, life and liberty.”

Regarding Richard Troxell (Don
Jose), Opera News commented,
“Troxell is a fine actor…a fine top D
with diminuendo showed that he is no
technical slouch.” The Boston Phoenix described him as “a dashing presence, a matinee idol with a big ringing
voice.”
Troxell is excited about working
with Chavez, Jay Dean and the Mississippi Opera Company. “When I
sing Carmen with Kirstin it transcends
performing and becomes a moment in
life. The passion, the joy, the intensity,
sometimes even scares us. This being
my first time in Mississippi, I look
forward to sharing such a great experience with this wonderful audience.
(You have been warned.),” Troxell
said.

and establish stronger workplace
protections for women. The National Partnership argues that the
bill, along with other supportive
policies – such as paid sick days,
paid family and medical leave,
minimum wage increases, fair
scheduling and protections for
pregnant workers – are what
is needed to close the gap and
should be top priorities for lawmakers.
The National Partnership’s
analysis of the wage gap was released in advance of Equal Pay
Day on Tuesday – which marks
how far into the new year women must work in order to catch
up with what men were paid the
year before. The analysis uses
data from the U.S. Census Bureau. The findings for each state,
along with state rankings, are
available at NationalPartnership.
org/Gap.
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U.S. Dept. of Ed
official visits Blackburn
lab middle school

Blackburn Principal Dr. Valerie Bradley (left) is shown with U.S.
DOE General Counsel James Cole, JPS Supt. Dr. Cedrick Gray and
JPS Chief Academic Officer Chinelo Evans.
Mississippi Link Newswire
James Cole Jr., General
Counsel, Delegated the Duties of Deputy Secretary of
Education, traveled to Jackson
March 29 to visit Blackburn
Laboratory Middle School
and to deliver remarks at the
department’s first Educator
Equity Lab at Jackson State
University.
A senior education official of
the United States Department
of Education, Cole toured the
school and held roundtable
discussions with educators and
students.
Blackburn Laboratory Middle School serves as Jackson
State University’s Lab School
and is the only Lab School in
the Jackson Public School District and in Mississippi. Physically located on the universi-

ty’s campus, the school enjoys
a collaborative relationship
with JSU. Blackburn’s partnership with JSU provides middle
school students the opportunity to experience the importance of college- and careerready preparation. A lab school
is an elementary or secondary
school operated in association
with a university, college or
other teacher education institution for the training of future
teachers, educational research
and professional development.
Following the school visit,
Cole delivered closing remarks at the Educator Equity
Lab at JSU. He discussed the
importance of ensuring that
all students have equal access
to excellent educators to help
prepare them for college and
careers.

Woodson Honored with
Southern Miss Medallion
at Children’s Book Festival
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Jackson Public Schools names
Collins 2016 Parent of Year
Retired Army sergeant has purchased coats, uniforms for students
Mississippi Link Newswire
Jackson Public Schools recognized the 2016 Parent of the
Year finalists and announced the
District Parent of the Year during the April 5 School Board
meeting.
McLeod Elementary School
parent, Steve Collins, a retired
Army sergeant, was named the
2016 JPS Parent of the Year.
Collins has displayed tremendous dedication to the success of
JPS scholars, academically and
financially.
Collins’ contributions to the
school include securing a grant
to improve the lighting of surrounding sidewalks, installing a
portable basketball goal for the
playground, and coordinating a
trip to a Memphis Grizzlies basketball game for third through
fifth grade boys. He also patrols
the hallways, serves as a test
monitor, volunteers as the morning car rider officer, and recruits
mentors and tutors to support
struggling scholars.
After noticing students without coats on one day, Collins
arrived with 20 brand new coats
and loads of school uniforms on
the next.
Collins has assumed many
leadership roles at McLeod. He
has served on the school’s Site
Council for two years and as a

McLeod Elementary School parent, Steve Collins, a retired Army
sergeant, was named the 2016 JPS Parent of the Year. Collins has
displayed tremendous dedication to the success of JPS scholars,
academically and financially. Collins is pictured with his wife, Regina,
and children, Steve and Maya.
Board officer on the PTA for
three years, the last two as president. He was instrumental in
setting the groundwork for the
McLeod WatchD.O.G.S. (Dads
of Great Students) program,
with 300 dads expressing an interest in getting involved.
Additionally, he has organized the annual winter and endof-the-year luncheon and school
field day for the past three years
and helped to increase scholars’ reading levels by reading to
them one-on-one and in groups.
Collins has had a huge impact
on the lives of McLeod scholars

BY KELLY DUNN

Mississippi Link Newswire
Children’s literature author
Jacqueline Woodson says writing is a way to help her understand the world. And as far
as her fans are concerned, the
world is better for her writing.
Woodson was awarded the
49th annual Fay B. Kaigler
Children’s Book Festival’s
Southern Miss Medallion, the
event’s top honor, on April 7
during the three-day event on
the Hattiesburg campus. She
also served as a keynote speaker for the festival.
“It’s such an amazing feeling
to be honored for your work,”
Woodson said of being named
the medallion recipient.
Her work includes “Miracle’s
Boys” and her memoir “Brown
Girl Dreaming,” which earned
the Coretta Scott King Award
and Newberry Medal, respectively. “Brown Girl Dreaming”
also made the New York Times
bestseller list.
The author of more than two
dozen books for young readers, she is a four-time Newbery
Honor winner, a recipient of the
NAACP Image Award, a threetime National Book Award finalist, a two-time Coretta Scott
King Award winner and was

recently named the Young People’s Poet Laureate by the Poetry Foundation.
“I’ve always loved writing,
creating characters and stories,”
she said, also noting that she
wants her readers to “feel part
of the dialogue.”
Woodson said she learned to
write by reading, and counts
Ezra Jack Keats’ “Snowy Day”
and Mildred Taylor’s “Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry” among
the works that inspired her
along the way to an award-winning career as an author.
The festival, she said, was
a great opportunity for her to
be around people who care as
much as she does about the
genre of children’s literature.
“It was exciting to be around
so many people that were so
passionate not only about children’s literature, but about children and education,” she said.
The Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival is presented by the Southern Miss School
of Library and Information Science, which is housed in the
University’s College of Education and Psychology. For more
information about the festival,
visit https://www.usm.edu/childrens-book-festival.

and staff, both academically and
personally.
Collins thanked McLeod’s
principal Claudine Blakey and
assistant principal Dr. Lutithia
Luckett for all their support.
“I started volunteering because I saw that there was a
lack of male role models in the
schools,” said Collins. “So now,
when people say they want to
make a difference, I tell them
‘go to the schools.’ This has
changed me and made me better.
I am nicer and happier now.”
Each year, districts across the
state select a parent who has

displayed outstanding qualities
to enhance scholar experiences,
while cultivating partnerships
within their school community.
These individuals then move on
to be considered for the Mississippi Parent of the Year award.
Notification of selection as the
state-level honoree is usually
announced in May of each year.
JPS Superintendent Dr. Cedrick Gray acknowledged all of
the school-level Parents of the
Year and recognized finalists
Dana Anthony of John Hopkins Elementary and Cassandra
Welchlin of Johnson Elementary
along with Collins at the School
Board meeting.
The 2016 JPS Parent of the
Year received:
• An overnight stay at the Old
Capitol Inn
• 4-$25 restaurant gift cards
for Hal and Mal’s, Latitudes,
The Penguin and Two Sisters
Kitchen,
• Two Hal and Mal’s T-shirts
• Complimentary passes to
the Mississippi Children’s Museum and Skate and Shake Skating Rink
• Tickets to the Mississippi
Symphony Orchestra’s Pepsi
Pops
• A congratulatory plaque,
courtesy of 100 Black Men of
Jackson

Lanier senior JROTC cadet honored

Retired Col. Paul Willis, director of JPS
JROTC, presents a plaque to Cadet Col. Jaylin
Rodgers for his selection as the 2016 JPS
JROTC Cadet of the Year.

Children’s literature author Jacqueline Woodson is presented the
Fay B. Kaigler Children Book Festival’s Southern Miss Medallion, the
event’s top award, by University President Rodney D. Bennett. PHOTO

www.mississippilink.com

Mississippi Link Newswire
Cadet Col. Jaylin Rodgers of
Lanier High School was named
the 2016 Jackson Public Schools
Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps Cadet of the Year.
Rodgers serves as the Battalion Commander for Lanier’s
1st Battalion Mighty Bulldogs.
He holds a 3.33 GPA and has
earned a score of 25 on the ACT.
He has taken advanced level
courses throughout high school,
such as Accelerated English I
and II, Accelerated Geometry,
and Advanced Placement U.S
History.
A member of the school’s National Honor Society, Rodgers

JROTC Cadets of the Year

is also the recipient of JROTC’s
Scholastic Excellence Award
and was a Leadership Education
and Training, Level One top cadet.
Rodgers served on Lanier
High School’s Battalion staff
for three years as the human
resources officer, executive officer, and now the Battalion
Commander. Cadet Rodgers
has attended leaderstate leadership, STEM Camp, Boys State
at Mississippi State University
and the Junior Cadet Leadership
Challenge at Fort Knox, Ky. His
plans are to attend Jackson State
University, major in electrical
engineering and attain a com-

mission into the Army as a second lieutenant.
Rodgers is the son of Larry
and Tamarrus Rodgers.
The top cadets from each JPS
high school were recognized for
their accomplishments and selection as Cadets of the Year for
their high schools.
The
2016
school-level
JROTC Cadets of the Year are:
• Cadet Col. Jaylin Rodgers,
Lanier
• Cadet Lt. Col. Vivian Sandifer, Murrah
• Cadet Lt. Col. Tiaria Mister, Wingfield
• Cadet Colonel Dikardo
Dextra, Callaway

Miss MVSU visits Capitol

Sen. Derrick T. Simmons visited with Miss Mississippi Valley State University Macaiya Bradley of Cleveland, one of many dignitaries from the school to grace the Capitol March 29.

• Cadet Lt. Col. LaShawn
Bowens, Forest Hill
• Cadet Lt. Col. Bernice
Burns, Provine
• Cadet Capt. Victoria
Hawkins, Jim Hill
The 12th Annual JROTC
Cadet of the Year Awards Ceremony was held after a rigorous competition that culminated
in an oral presentation before a
panel of distinguished judges.
“This is a highlight event for
our JROTC cadets, because it
gives us the opportunity to recognize and reward the most outstanding cadets in our JROTC
program,” said retired Col. Paul
Willis, director of JPS JROTC.
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United Nations Global Food Security
Conference held at Alcorn State Univ.

U.S. deputy secretary will
be spring 2016 graduate
commencement speaker

The Mississippi Link Newswire
“Food security is a major issue
that affects countries around the
world,” said Dr. Dovi Alipoe, director of the Office of Global Programs at Alcorn State University,
in his opening speech at the second annual United Nations Global
Food Security Conference.
The event was held March 22,
2016 on the Lorman campus.
Alcorn students, faculty, staff
and community residents gathered
in the Medgar Wiley Evers Auditorium of the J. D. Boyd Library to
participate in the discussion highlighting the importance of food
security in both developed and developing nations.
The event featured several distinguished speakers including Ambassador Tuvako Manogi, permanent representative of the United
Republic of Tanzania to the UN,
Ambassador Jeremiah Sulunteh
of the Republic of Liberia in the
United States, Theodore Lyng, director of the Office of Global Food
Security, United States Department of State, and Nicola David
Sakhleh, branch chief of the Food
for Development Branch, Office of
Capacity Building and Development, United States Department of
Agriculture.
Dr. Donzell Lee, provost and
executive vice president for Academic Affairs, offered greetings
to the audience, followed by Steve

Mississippi Link Newswire
Dr. James Minor, the
U.S. deputy assistant
secretary for higher education programs and
an alumnus of Jackson
State University, will
deliver the institution’s
139th spring graduate
commencement
address to nearly 350
students, along with
family and community
members.
The ceremony, presided over by JSU Pres- James T. Minor is a JSU alumnus.
ident Carolyn W. Meyers, will be at 6 p.m. April 22, in
the Lee E. Williams Athletic and Assembly Center on the
main campus.
“The highlight of each ceremony is our honored graduates, but we are extremely pleased to have our distinguished alumnus Dr. Minor as our featured speaker,”
Meyers said. “He epitomizes what Jackson State can accomplish because of the impact that our quality faculty
and staff have on graduates preparing for the next chapter
in their lives.”
Minor grew up in Detroit but ventured South to attend
JSU. He received his bachelor’s degree in sociology at
JSU, a master’s degree at the University of NebraskaLincoln and his Ph.D. in educational leadership and policy at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
As deputy assistant secretary, he is responsible for
administering grants available for post-secondary institutions such as State College Access Challenge Grants,
GEAR-UP, and Title III and Title V programs.
Commencement will be open to the public. In addition, Livestream webcast will provide viewing of the ceremony at www.livestream.com/jacksonstateu. For more
information, contact University Communications at (601)
979-2272.

The second annual United Nations Global Food Security Conference
Ginther, program director of the
Humpty Dumpty Institute, who
introduced the first presenter, Ambassador Manogi.
In his presentation, titled, “Food
Security in Tanzania,” Ambassador Manogi explained the agricultural challenges facing the country.
He referenced the poverty level
within the country and abroad, discussed the levels of malnutrition in
children, and shared the government’s efforts to address the issue.
“The will to share knowledge
about food production is a great
way to bring awareness to food security,” expressed Manogi.
Other conference presenters
were Mario Martinez, a senior,
biological sciences major, who
introduced Ambassador Jeremiah
Sulunteh, a prominent Liberian

politician, administrator and professor. His presentation titled,
“Food Security in Liberia,” described the challenges of agriculture in the country.
Ambassador Sulunteh gave an
analysis of the poverty levels in
the country in both rural and urban
areas, problems in nutrition associated with it, and explained the
government’s role in combatting
the issues with food security.
In the presentation titled, “Feed
the Future: The U.S. Government
and Global Food Security,” Theodore Lyng, explained the role of
the United States government in
the initiative to establish food security in affected countries around
the world. He discussed the history of global food challenges, and
the UN’s role in securing healthier

foods for the people within different countries. Lyng enlightened
the audience about the UN Division for Sustainable Development’s goal to end hunger by the
year 2030, achieve food security,
improve nutrition, and promote
sustainable agriculture.
Following a break, Nicola
Sakhleh, presented on the topic
of the U.S. response to food security. He discussed the branches
of the USDA Food and Nutrition
Service, and described their roles
in providing assistance in food
security. The USDA aids several
programs, including the Food for
Progress which targets developing
countries, and supports the expansion of private enterprise on agricultural sectors.
“The impact that we’ve had has
been slow but steady,” said Sakleh.
“The challenges that we are facing
are innumerable. I don’t think people realize all that we’ve accomplished with Food for Progress.”
The program concluded with a
plenary session during which each
speaker summarized his presentations and answered questions from
the audience.
For more information about
this and future UN Lecture Series
events, or for more information on
the programs and services provided
by the Office of Global Programs,
contact Dr. Dovi Alipoe (601) 8776543 or alipoe@alcorn.edu.

JSU’s Freshman to Ph.D. Program emphasizes research for aspiring educators
By Breyionna Nashay Flowers
jsumsnews.com
The College of Education and
Human Development at Jackson State University launched
its Freshman to Ph.D. Program
in spring 2016 to support undergraduate education majors
interested in seeking teacher certification and pursuing graduate
study.
The new program is a grant
project sponsored by the Kellogg Foundation through a subaward from the University of
Pennsylvania’s Center for Minority Serving Institutions. The
Freshman to Ph.D. Program is
a capacity-building award that
seeks to deepen students’ understanding of the Praxis Core
Academic Skills for Educators
Examination. To achieve this
goal, the program features an independent study research course
that guides students through the
process of developing a major

The Freshman to Ph.D. Program by the College of Education and Human Development features an independent study research course that guides students through the process of developing a major educational
research project.
educational research project.
Project coordinators Dr. Deidre L. Wheaton and Dr. Jie Ke
explained the significance of
the Freshman to Ph.D. Program.
They say the overarching aim is
to motivate and inspire students
(future K-12 and higher education teachers) to pursue graduate
study and learn to not only produce high-quality research but
also use research to guide their

educational decision-making.
Some benefits of the program
include:
• One-on-one support for
teacher education examination
prep and research projects
• Free books/material vouchers
• Praxis test preparation and
one free Praxis examination
• Personalized mentoring on
graduation school preparation

JSU students win scholarships, trip to New York
Mississippi Link Newswire
Four of five students awarded
a $2,000 scholarship and an opportunity to be mentored by a
L’Oréal USA senior executive in
an all-expense paid trip to New
York are from Jackson State University.
The hair care company’s
Young Women With a Purpose
Project is part of L’Oréal’s Dark
and Lovely Multicultural Beauty
Division in collaboration with the
Tom Joyner Foundation.
Vivianna Blanch, vice president of Integrated Consumer
Communications of L’Oréal’s
USA MultiCultural Beauty Division, said, “We are delighted
to partner with The Tom Joyner
Foundation to create an amazing
opportunity for a group of deserving young college students.
With a great interest in mentoring
and giving back to the community, this was a great opportunity
for Dark and Lovely to help mold
young women to be future professionals in the beauty industry.”
The four JSU scholars are:
• Jesslyn Course, a sophomore
mass communications major

• Opportunity to participate
in paid summer research internships
• Paid conference presentation opportunities
• Academic credit for undergraduate research courses focused on education
After completing the first eight
weeks of the program some of
the registered students explained
their reasons for participating

and the benefits of the process.
Felicia Thompson, a social
science education major, indicated that she was interested in
the Freshman to Ph.D. Program
because she “felt it would be a
great opportunity to get assistance with the Praxis Series Exams.”
After being in the class, however, her ideas expanded: “I also
developed a strong interest in
writing a research proposal; I
believe that this course will help
me develop more knowledge
about my field of study and apply emphasis on what I think is
important as it relates to education. Researching in my field is
hard work, but it is well worth
it because it allows me time before I enter the workforce to gain
knowledge and prepares me for a
successful career.”
Nakita Leshay Hicks, also a
social science education major, is a non-traditional student

working to balance school,
work, family and preparation for
the Praxis Series.
When asked about her reasons
for registering for the class, Nakita replied: “I applied for the
Freshman to Ph.D. Program to
help properly prepare for the
Praxis exam. I think the opportunity to be part of the Freshman
to Ph.D. Program has helped me
a great deal in terms of building
study skills and career development. Through this course, I am
gaining the tools for time management, studying and educational research. I think anyone
majoring in any form of education should definitely participate.”
For more information about
the Freshman to Ph.D. program,
visitwww.jsums.edu/freshmanphd or contact Dr. Deidre L.
Wheaton atdeidre.l.wheaton@
jsums.edu or Dr. Jie Ke at Jie.
ke@jsums.edu.

World renowned physicist
visits USM students, faculty

Jackson State students Jesslyn Course, Ariel Davis, April Fulham,
Markeisha James and DesTeen Green all received advice from L’Oreal
executives.
from Utica. Her mentor was Erica Bowen, vice president of business development for L’Oréal’s
beauty division
• Ariel Davis, a sophomore
economics major from Chicago.
Her mentor was Angela Rutherford, vice president of finance for
L’Oréal’s beauty division.
• April Fulgham, a sophomore
is a biology major from Chicago.
Fulgham was paired with Cecilia
Nelson-Hurt, assistant vice president for diversity and inclusion
for L’Oréal.
• Markeisha James, a sophomore chemistry pre-pharmacy
major from Jackson. James shadowed Sivonne Davis, assistant

vice president of marketing for
L’Oréal’s beauty division.
The fifth scholar, DesTeen
Green of Jackson, is a junior
chemistry major at Tuskegee
University. Her mentor was Lisa
Price, founder and senior creative
director of Carol’s Daughter,
L’Oreal USA.
Dr. Richard A. Aló, dean of the
College of Science, Engineering
and Technology, said, “The opportunities our students are gaining on a national sphere is incredible. Being afforded the chance
to utilize the tools provided to
them, inside of the classroom, at
this state in their matriculation
is atypical. We are proud of their

Dr. S. James Gates (left) an internationally recognized physicist and the John S. Toll Professor of Physics at the
University of Maryland, College Park, visited with students and faculty members in The University of Southern Mississippi’s Department of Physics and Astronomy April 8 over lunch on the Hattiesburg campus to discuss his research,
advances in the field of physics and career opportunities in the sciences. On April 7, he was guest speaker for the
department’s first Rayborn Lecture in Physics during which he spoke about his research involving supersymmetry or
“SUSY.” (University Communication photo by David Tisdale)
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“Wherefore is Therefore?
Embracing Evangelism”
By Rev. Alvin C. Carter
Special to The Mississippi Link
“Go ye therefore, and teach
all
nations,
baptizing them
in the name of
the Father, and
of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of
the world. Amen.” Matthew
28:19-20 KJV
Brothers and Sisters,
I greet you in the precious
name of Jesus the Christ.  As
we journey beyond the season celebrated as Resurrection Sunday or Easter, I want
to look at a thought with the
teaching of Jesus after He was
raised from the dead but before
He ascended into heaven.  I
offer a glimpse from this text
titled “Wherefore is Therefore?  Embracing Evangelism.”  
Matthew is the writer of this
gospel in which this portion is
known as The Great Commission. The setting takes place
near an area of Galilee in a

mountain where Jesus instructed the 11 disciples to go (Matthew 28:16). When they saw
Him, some worshiped Him but
some still doubted.
Nonetheless, Jesus erased
the doubt when He confirmed
that He had all power in heaven and in Earth.  Then He issued a commission to them to
go and make more disciples
or followers and learners of
Him.  He did not make it an unachievable task.  He told them
to teach others what they saw
Him do and realize the beginning of this teaching starts with
love.  
Now because Jesus came
and died as the ultimate sacrifice, His being raised from the
dead issued a New Covenant
which we know as the New
Testament.  The good news is
He did not stay dead.  
On the third day morning,
God raised Him from the dead
with all power. Because of the
belief in this process known as
our salvation, we are also His
disciples.  
In essence, the Great Commission is also issued to us as
the method Jesus expects to

grow the church.  He instructed
the disciples with hope as they
would receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit.  
Once they received this gift,
they were commissioned to
go and be witnesses by telling others about Him beginning in Jerusalem, in Judea; in
Samaria; and to the end of the
earth (Acts 1:8).  The spreading of the good news, or also
known as evangelism, was and
still is intended for all to receive and believe.
Finally, because we are disciples or followers and learners
of Christ, we too have a “Jerusalem” and other places to go
and share the good news.  
Wherever God has placed
you is a good place to begin. I
encourage you to not be afraid
to share your story and realize
that what Christ has done for
you could very well be a blessing to someone else.  Embrace
evangelism and go.
Be blessed and be a blessing
to someone else.
Rev.
Alvin
Christoper
De’Mond Carter is an associate minister and primary division director with the Sunday

School at Pilgrim Rest M. B.
Church – Madison. He received his education through
the Madison County School
District, Tougaloo College
and Mississippi College. He
has studied at the Mississippi
Baptist Seminary College and
received class training through
the National Baptist Congress of Christian Education.
Ordained on July 13, 2015
under the leadership of Matthew Canada, he is currently
enrolled at Liberty University
pursuing a master of arts in
Theological Studies and Biblical Studies degree.
The son of Alvin and Helen
Carter, he is happily married
to KaLandra M. Carter. They
are the proud parents of three
daughters -- Aerial, Alondriya
and Khloe.
Presently, he is employed at
Tougaloo College, where he
serves as program assistant
under the Title III Program/
Curriculum Enhancement, the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes Campus Representative
and the Champions of Character Coordinator for the Department of Athletics.

REIGNING ANNOUNCEMENTS
College Hill M. B. Church, 1600 Florence
Ave., will hold its Annual Ushers’ Day Program at 3 p.m. April 17. The church’s Spring
Revival will be held at 7 p.m. April 25 – 27.
Dr. Marvin K. Myles, Sr. will be the evangelist. For more information call (601) 3552610. Rev. Michael T. Williams is the pastor.

Prince of Peace World Fellowship Church,
305 E. Fortification St., Jackson, will host “A
5 Love Languages Workshop” from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. April 23. This workshop will give
practical suggestions for understanding how
to give, receive and interpret love among
mates and family members. Pre-registration
is required at www.princeofpeacewfc.com on
Greater Faith Calvary Church, 305 N. Rail- or before April 15. For more information call
road St., Canton, will be the location where (601) 259-8111 or (601) 927-6810. The Rev.
the Rembert Washington Memorial Chorale Chester and Evelyn Hicks are the pastors.
will celebrate its 19th Year Anniversary at 5
p.m. April 16. For more information call (601) Pilgrim Rest M. B. Church, 852A Madison
573-8766. The Rev. John M. Woodard, Jr. is Ave., Madison, will host the Pastor’s and First
the RWMC founder and director.
Lady 22nd Anniversary Appreciation Service
from 9:30 – 11:30 a.m April 24. For more inNew Hope Baptist Church, 5202 Watkins formation call (601) 856-2609.
Dr., Jackson, Young Matron’s Auxiliary will
host Mother’s Morning Out April 16, at Prissy Mt. Wade M. B. Church, 3752 Dry Grove
Paintbrush, 896 Centre’ St., Ridgeland. Child- Road, Terry, will hold its Annual Spring Recare will be provided at the church for partici- vival at 7:15 p.m. April 27 – 29. The Rev.
pants. For information regarding payments Charles Nash of Buckhorn M. B. Church will
visit www.newhope-baptist.org or wofaith15@ be the guest speaker. For more information
gmail.com. For additional information call call (601) 878-2323. The Rev. Robert E.
(601) 366-7002. Dr. Jerry Young is the pastor. Green, Sr. is the pastor.
New Jerusalem Church of God in Christ,
3387 Medgar Evers Blvd., Jackson, will host its
Family Day on April 24 during its 11 a.m. worship service. For more information call (601)
981-8569 or visit www.newjerusalemcogic.org.
Dr. Andrew Friday, Sr. is the pastor.

Greater Pearlie Grove M. B. Church, 1640
West County Line Road, Jackson, will host
its pastor’s Pre-Anniversary Celebration Service from 12:30-2:30 p.m. April 30. For more
information call (601) 354-2026. The Rev.
Stephen Mason is the pastor.
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Message from the Religion Editor
By Daphne Higgins
Religion Editor
Recently, the
College
Hill
College Ministry
had the pleasure
of hosting the
second annual
College Ministry
Retreat. The event was fantastic. Members of the ministry
and guests gathered to enjoy
speakers/workshops and later
enjoy all of the recreational
activities available of the day.
I love workshops that are
creative and interactive and
that is exactly what each presenter brought to the table.
The only downfall of the day
was me (literally).
As we were ending the
day’s activities, I decided that
I wanted to return to my youth
and embrace the activities that
were available to participants.
Well, as I entered their circle
of activity – I heard a loud
“pop” and screamed, “Who
threw a golf ball at me?” This
question brought on smiling
faces and some laughter. Finally, I was assured that no one
had thrown anything at me, but
why was my ankle hurting. As
I tried to make another step, I
realized that I could no longer
feel my foot.
I had become weak and
could barely stand on my own
so with the help of several of
the young people present, I
made it to a seat and that is
where I stayed. Although we
were wrapping up our activities, I was surrounded by the
participants asking if I was OK
and of course, I consistently
answered yes but that pain
was one that I’ve never experienced before.
Now, let’s fast forward. It
became apparent that I had to
go to the doctor because this
pain was not going away. The
diagnosis: A ruptured Achilles’ tendon. I can’t believe
this – me, the picture of health
(minus the hot flashes). Why,
Lord? Well, why not?
Even though I know this is
an injury that is often the burden of athletes, I assumed that
my injury was the result of my
age and what my body can and
cannot do anymore, and the
doctor confirmed that there
was some truth to that. But

that’s OK because I know that
God is using me even in this
time.
1 Peter 4:19 - “So those who
suffer according to God’s will
should, in doing good, entrust
themselves to a faithful creator.”
This scripture helped me to
understand that as I learn from
my actions, wisdom is attained
and “Wisdom is an attribute
of the aged who depend upon
God” as we are also taught in
Proverbs 3:13, 15-16, which
reads - “Happy is a man who
finds wisdom and who acquires understanding… She
is more precious than jewels;
nothing you desire compares
with her. Long life is in her
right hand; in her left, riches
and honor”.
Since my injury, many of
the young people have called
to check on me and express
their pleasure in a day that
provided them with structure,
fun and God. Thank you Lord
for putting me in a position of
being able to offer help where
needed and to be shown love
when I’m sometimes unsure.
These acts of love make gray
hairs worth it. I am loving
my crown. (Proverbs 16:31 “Gray hair is a glorious crown;
it is found in the way of righteousness.”)
Yes, I am uncomfortable,
but I happy knowing that God
is in complete control of all
that I say and do. Even in
sickness, He holds the answer.
So, again, I say, don’t be afraid
to share what He does for you.
The Mississippi Link, a
messenger for news in and
around Mississippi, would like
to not only share your news
of praise and good works but
that of your places of worship,
as well. Remember, the verse
that I often share with you:
Isaiah 52:7 (NIV) reads: “How
beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of those who bring
good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who
say to Zion, Your God reigns!”
To share your news, contact
Daphne M. Higgins at religion@mississippilink.com, fax
(601) 896-0091 or mail your
information to The Mississippi
Link, 2659 Livingston Road,
Jackson, MS 39213.

Book signings planned
for Collier’s work:
Learning to Love God
Special to The Mississippi Link
Over the past year, Rev. Leon
Collier, a contributing writer for
The Mississippi Link Newspaper, has shared a message of love
to so many. Now, he is sharing
his words of wisdom in his latest
book, Learning to Love God.
Collier said, “This book encourages Christians to aggressively attempt to love God with
their whole hearts, in doing so; it
will transform their lives in ways
unimaginable.”
Dates and locations for local book signings include from
1-2:30 p.m. April 16, at Book
Mart in Starkville, and from 10
a.m. to noon April 23, at Turning Point Arts and Entertainment
Studio in Canton.
The book is available in
Barnes and Noble and Books- AMillion.
It is also available on Amazon at http://www.amazon.com/
Learning-Love-God-Leon-Collier-ebook/dp/B01CJ2THVO/ref
=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qi
d=1458052257&sr=1“There is too much to gain for

us to continue to approach this
issue nonchalantly, because God
promised to do certain things for
those who love Him with all of
their hearts. Thus, these things
are vital to living a happy and
fulfilled life. Therefore, have
fun as you make your journey
through the chapters partaking
of the sumptuous fruit from the
trees of love,” said Collier.
Rev. Leon Collier is the pastor of Makarios Worship Center,
464 Church Road, Madison. He
and wife, Minister Yolanda, are
the proud parents of three daughters - Noel, Leona and Leondria.
Collier has received degrees
from Criswell College in Dallas,
Texas; Southern Methodist University – Perkins School of Theology; and a Masters of Divinity from Memphis Theological
Seminary; as well as participated
in the Theological Opportunities Program at Harvard Divinity
School in Cambridge, Mass.
Collier can be reached by calling (601) 260-3016, (601) 8557898 or e-mail him at karab5@
live.com.
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Changing your picture of sin
By Shewanda Riley
Columnist
A few years
ago, I watched
the 1945 version of Oscar
Wilde’s classic
novel The Picture of Dorian
Gray and it reminded me of
the struggle with covering
up sin that myself and other
Christians have. Set in Victorian England in the late 1880s,
the film begins with a handsome, well-to-do Londoner
Dorian Gray having his picture
painted. As was the custom at
the time, the picture was a lifesize memorial designed to show
Dorian at his best. After seeing
his picture, seemingly innocent
Dorian comments, “If only it
was the picture who was to
grow old, and I remain young.
There’s nothing in the world I

wouldn’t give for that. Yes, I
would give even my soul for
it.” These words come back to
haunt him later in life.
Not long after making this
statement, Dorian meets and
falls in love with Sibyl Vane, a
singer played by Angela Lansbury. They soon become engaged. Taking the bad advice
of an older male friend, Dorian
tests Sibyl’s integrity. When she
fails his test, he cruelly calls off
the engagement. Heartbroken,
she commits suicide. Guiltridden about the part he played
in her death, Dorian adopts an
outward appearance of indifference. This one incident begins
a downward spiral into a life of
immorality for Dorian.
As he continues in his increasingly self-centered lifestyle over the next 20 years,
Dorian’s wish to remain youthful looking appears to have

been granted, noticed suspiciously by others. However, the
picture that he once treasured
and proudly displayed in his
living area now is hidden in an
abandoned upstairs bedroom.
For every act of wrongdoing,
the portrait is supernaturally
changed. By the end of the
film, the handsome young man
in the portrait has been transformed into a hideous old man
with cold, unfeeling eyes and
blood stained hands.
As I watched the movie, I
thought about how the story,
though not originally written
for a specific Christian audience, accurately shows the
negative effects of sin. Dorian’s
picture was an eerie mirror of
the inner turmoil that he felt for
his wrong actions. It’s not until
he confesses his guilt that his
conscience is cleansed and the
portrait is transformed back to

its original state. I Samuel 16:7
reminds us of the importance
of having a pure heart, “…
The LORD does not look at the
things man looks at. Man looks
at the outward appearance, but
the LORD looks at the heart.”
Without realizing it, we may
also try to hide our guilt for
previous wrongdoing under
layers of makeup, new clothes
and material things. Some of us
even try to cover our guilt with
layers of overzealous, empty
religiosity without ever truly
submitting to God and openly
confessing our sins. This movie showed very powerfully the
great effect that sin has on the
heart of a man. And that’s a portrait that only God’s grace and
forgiveness can change.
Shewanda Riley is a Dallas
Fort Worth-based author who
can be reached at lovehangover@juno.com.

The Top 10 Gospel Songs from the Billboard
Gospel Charts for the week of April 14
SONGS

				

ARTISTS					

1. Wanna Be Happy?				

Kirk Franklin

2. Worth					

Anthony Brown & group therAPy

ALBUM

3. Intentional					Travis Greene
4. 123 Victory					Kirk Franklin
5. I’m Yours			

		

Casey J

6. The Anthem					Todd Dulaney
7. Put A Praise On It				

Tasha Cobbs Featuring Kierra Sheard

8. I’m Good					

Tim Bowman Jr.

9. Like No Other				

Byron Cage

10. You’re Mighty				

J.J. Hairston & Youthful Praise

To listen to snippets of these songs, please visit billboard.com/charts/gospel-song

Moving the Masses Toward the Mission of the Master

1750

SUNDAY

www.nhcms.org

Worship Services
8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

MONDAY
Intercessory Prayer 9:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

Michael T. Williams
Pastor

Prayer Service 6:30 p.m.
Classes: Children • Youth • Adult - 7:00p.m.

New Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor, Dr. F. R. Lenoir

Sunday School - 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:30 a.m.
Live Radio Broadcast
WOAD AM 1300 - 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“A Church Preparing for a
Home Not Built by Man”

New Bethel M. B. Church • 450 Culberston Ave. • Jackson, MS 39209
601-969-3481/969-3482 • Fax # 601-969-1957 • E-Mail: Serenitynbc@aol.com
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Teach me, Lord
By Pastor Simeon R. Green III
Special to The Mississippi Link
We find in
Psalm 119:3340 these words,
“Teach me, O
Lord, the way
of thy statutes;
and I shall keep
it unto the end. Give me understanding, and I shall keep
thy law; yea, I shall observe
it with my whole heart. Make
me to go in the path of thy
commandments; for therein
do I delight. Incline my heart
unto thy testimonies, and not
to covetousness. Turn away
mine eyes from beholding
vanity; and quicken thou me
in thy way. Stablish thy word
unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear. Turn away my
reproach which I fear: for thy
judgments are good. Behold, I
have longed after thy precepts:
quicken me in thy righteousness” (KJV).
As followers of Jesus Christ,
we have a responsibility to enter into a lifelong relationship
with our heavenly father. It
is our responsibility to maintain and keep that connection
healthy. The word of God
should have top priority in
our lives every day. Psalm
119 is the longest Psalm and
the longest chapter in the
holy Bible. The Bible is not
a book of suggestions, ideals, or riddles; it speaks with
authority and power. We can
trust God’s holy and divine
word. His word is true, faithful and righteous. Thank God,
His word never changes. The
devil will always attempt to
undermine the word of God.
As we read and understand the
Bible, we witness testimony of
life-transforming effects in the
lives of countless people. To
God, be the glory. My friends,
if we know the risen savior
and are experiencing difficult
or struggles; seek God through
his holy and divine word.
Wherever the word of God has
traveled, it has transformed
and changed lives.
The psalmist delighted in

God’s word. In the midst of
his trials, disappointments and
afflictions; he had joy. John
Bunyan said it well, “This
Book will keep you from sin,
or sin will keep you from this
book.” We must meditate on
God’s word and retain it in
our minds and hearts. D.L.
Moody said, “The only way to
keep a broken vessel full is by
keeping the faucet turned on.”
As the word of God is flowing through our mind, it will
cleanse and clear out the garbage until we are holy. It takes
discipline to learn, obey and
love God’s word. We should
stay in close contact with the
Lord through prayer, studying
His word, resisting satan and
above all, have a special relationship with the creator.
Those who are taught of
God’s will never forget their
lessons. The psalmist says in
Psalm 1:1-3, “Blessed is the
man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of
the scornful. But his delight is
in the law of the Lord; and in
his law doth he meditate day
and night. And he shall be like
a tree planted by the rivers of
water, that bringeth forth his
fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”
(KJV).
We’re to grow and mature
in the likeness of God. Family
members can resemble each
other in many ways. As we
follow the leading of the Holy
Spirit, we will start to think,
act, and resemble our heavenly father. We must continue
to keep our relationship with
God healthy.
Rev. Simeon R. Green III is
pastor of Joynes Road Church
of God, 31 Joynes Road,
Hampton VA 23669. He is
married to Velma L. Green. He
is a member of the National
Association of Evangelism
Church of God, Anderson, Ind.
He serves as chairman of the
Southeastern Association of
The Church of God, Inc.
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Republicans continue to pay lip service to Blacks
By Raynard Jackson
NNPA News Wire Columnist
As I continue my swing
through Eastern
Europe, I had
every intention
of writing about
my
conversations with the all the political
and business leaders that I was
spending time with. I wanted
to write about how the U.S. is
viewed by those in Eastern Europe and the relevance of this
part of the world to the U.S.
But, I have received so many
phone calls and e-mails asking
me about the continued firings
of the few black staffers at the
Republican National Committee that I have decided to share
my thoughts on this issue and
deal with Eastern Europe at a
later time.
First of all, these staffers deserved to be fired and it should
have happened a long time ago.
They were in way over their
heads and their level of arro-

gance was just astonishing.
But in fairness to them, they
were set up for failure by the
party from the very beginning.
Many in the party felt the need
to hire blacks, not because they
really wanted to diversify the
party, but in some of the party’s
thinking, they can’t be called
“racist” because they hired a
few blacks. I am not joking.
This really is the thinking of
many in the party.
Let me be perfectly clear: you
can’t have engagement with the
black community without the
active participation of our congressional leadership.
The RNC is not, let me repeat,
is not a policy making body in
regards to legislation. But it is
political malpractice to claim to
want more blacks in our party
without equipping staff to go
into the black community with
specific pieces of legislation
that deal with issues relevant to
our community.
You can’t go into the black
community and not address the

issue of section 5 of the Voting
Rights Act. The U.S. Supreme
Court told Congress that they
needed to update the formula
used to determine how section
5 is enforced.
Republicans have controlled
both houses of Congress since
the court’s decision, but have
done absolutely nothing to address this issue. Jim Sensenbrenner, Republican congressman from Wisconsin, has tried
to work on a bipartisan solution
to this issue and the house leadership has refused to let his proposed legislation come to the
floor.
The black unemployment
rate is still teetering near 10
percent and yet the Republican
controlled congress has made
no targeted policy proposals
that would address this issue.
Some in leadership have made
stupid statements like, “a rising
tide lifts all boats.” Message to
leadership: everyone does not
have a boat. Therefore, a rising
tide would drown them.

These fired staffers had absolutely no engagement with our
congressional leaders, rank and
file members, or their staffers.
So, to this extent they were set
up for failure.
So, you have staffers going into the black community
with no specific solutions to the
problems that are important to
them—voting rights, access to
capital, education reform, etc.
blacks are being told that the
Republican Party is the party of
Abraham Lincoln, the party of
lower taxes, the party of more
individual
freedom—yada,
yada, yada.
This is where the rising tide
theory becomes insulting to
Blacks. Don’t tell me that your
solutions for other people’s
problems will “trickle down”
to me and my community as a
byproduct of your legislative
priorities.
They go into the Hispanic
community offering amnesty;
they go into the homosexual
community offering protective

class status; but they come to
the black community with trickle down legislation.
The other issue is the party
has no understanding of political optics when it comes to the
black community. You have no
blacks on radio, TV, or in newspapers that represent the Republican Party, be they staffers
or surrogates.
Typically, Republicans are
only interested in hiring folks
they are comfortable with, not
blacks who know what the
hell they are doing. They hire
Blacks who are afraid to go up
against groups like the NAACP
or the National Urban League.
They feel like, “they [the RNC]
need them [black groups] more
than they need us.” This is a direct quote by a staffer to me.
You have people inside the
RNC who actually think they
know more about the Black
community than blacks. I am
speaking from personal experience.
The party needs to hire blacks

like Allegra McCullough, Shannon Reeves, or Jennifer Carroll
to have total control over engagement with the black community.
Then empower them to hire
millennials to work under their
leadership.
These three people are adults
who cannot be bullied by RNC
staff into being timid and subservient; they have relationships
with the black business community throughout the country;
and they have personal relationships with various members of
congress and know how to get
them to move on specific legislation relevant to the black
community.
So, you can hire all the blacks
that you want, but if the hiring is not paired with specific
policy initiatives, the party will
once again show that they are
not serious about engagement
with the black community.
Raynard Jackson is founder
and chairman of Black Americans for a Better Future

Black voices missing from
What if Donald
discussion on Western Sahara Trump’s campaign
manager was Black?
By Bill Fletcher, Jr.
NNPA News Wire Columnist

I was thrilled to hear
that there would be a
hearing on Capitol Hill
regarding the human
rights situation in the
Western Sahara. The
“Tom Lantos Human
Rights Commission,” co-chaired by
Congressman Joseph Pitts and Congressman James McGovern, along
with Commission member Congressman John Conyers, hosted the discussion March 23. This was quite important in light of the pathetic media
coverage of the on-going and illegal
Moroccan occupation of the Western
Sahara and the human rights abuses
carried out by the occupying forces.
Morocco has occupied most of the
Western Sahara, since it invaded the
territory shortly after the Spanish
withdrew in 1975.
There were two things quite noticeable about the hearing, despite
its many strengths. There were four
presenters, each of whom gave compelling testimony emphasizing the
illegality of the occupation and the
abuse of the indigenous—Sahrawi—
population by the Moroccans. Yet
the presenters--Kerry Kennedy, the
president of the Robert F. Kennedy

Human Rights group, Francesco Bastagli, the former special representative
of the Secretary-General for Western
Sahara of the United Nations, Eric
Goldstein, the deputy director MENA
Division of Human Rights Watch, and
Erik Hagen, the chair of the Western Sahara Resource Watch—were
all White. Don’t get me wrong. The
presentations were all compelling and
warranted. Yet, I found myself wondering why there were no Africans or
African Americans making the case in
addition to these white specialists.
The second noticeable feature of
the meeting was that the meeting itself, with certain noticeable exceptions, e.g., Conyers some representatives and supporters of the Sahrawi
liberation movement (Polisario), were
very White. Perhaps I should put it
another way. There were very few African Americans present in the room.
I kept looking for other members of
the Congressional Black Caucus to
stick their heads into the room as an
expression of solidarity, but that did
not happen. Perhaps they sent their
staff? Perhaps there was something
else transpiring? In either case, the
lack of an African American presence
was more than noticeable, at least to
me.
Throughout the history of people

of African descent in North America,
there has always been a constituency
that has concerned itself with developments in Africa. Sometimes such
individuals (and groups) have been
inspired by religion, while at other
times by politics and economics. In
the more recent past TransAfrica
emerged in the late 1970s as an institution launched through the work of
the Congressional Black Caucus as a
means of bringing national attention
to matters facing Africa and the African Diaspora.
Similar organizations, such as
those that would in the early 2000s
constitute Africa Action, followed a
similar path.
Today, the weakness and/or nonexistence of such organizations is
evident in the void found in hearings
such as the March 23 examination of
the situation in the Western Sahara.
This is a void that needs to be filled
and it needs to be filled by progressive
Black organizations and individuals
lest it is filled by those who — even in
wearing black skin — have nefarious
objectives on the Continent.
Bill Fletcher, Jr. is the former president of TransAfrica Forum. He is also
a talk show host, writer and activist.
Follow him on Twitter, Facebook and
at www.billfletcherjr.com.

Veterans, military families most
at-risk for deceptive debt collectors
By Charlene Crowell
NNPA News Wire Columnist
When it comes to
consumer concerns,
debt collection remains the top complaint most often
reported to the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. Two newly-released
CFPB reports reveal which consumers are most at risk and the businesses most often identified in debt
collection issues.
As of March 1, CFPB found that
California, Florida, Illinois, New
York and Texas account for more
than 40 percent of all complaints
received since July 2011. Further,
in Florida, nearly 60 percent of the
state’s entire complaints came from
just three metro areas – Miami, Orlando and Tampa Bay.
Still, military members and their
families remain the most at-risk in
debt collections, even when compared to the general population.

Among all complaints received from
the military community, debt collection represents almost half - 46
percent - of all military complaints
filed. By comparison, all debt collection complaints CFPB received during the reporting period amounted to
approximately 26 percent.
Mortgage complaints from military families was the second ranked
lending issue at 15 percent. Service
members returning home from deployment or to temporary duty stations also frequently reported fraudulent activity on their credit report
and/or identity theft.
San Diego-based Encore Capital
Group and Portfolio Recovery Associates Group based in Virginia, are
two of the largest debt collectors in
the country have been identified the
most often in CFPB’s complaints.
Each firm averaged over 100 complaints per month to the Bureau from
October through December 2015.
Last fall, CFPB also took respective enforcement actions against the

firms for their deceptive tactics involving both debt buying and debt
collection. PRA was assessed an $8
million fine, ordered to refund $19
million to consumers and to stop collection efforts on other debts valued
at $3 million. Similarly, Encore Capital was ordered to stop collection efforts on $125 million in debts, refund
consumers $19 million and pay a $10
million fine.
Though fewer in number but perhaps with higher financial stakes,
mortgage complaints by veterans
and military members are another
major concern.
Disabled veterans, for example,
have been charged a funding fee associated with the Veterans Administration Home Loan program – even
though they are exempted from paying the fee that can range from 1.25
percent to over 3 percent of the total
home loan.
Charlene Crowell can be reached
at Charlene.crowell@responsiblelending.org.

By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA News Wire Columnist
It is probably not especially politically correct to bring more race
matters into the debacle
that is also known as the
Donald Trump quest for
the presidency. He has called out and
targeted racial and ethnic groups, as
well as targeted individual women because of their appearance (or more, but
we won’t go there). He has supported
basic thuggery, offering to pay the legal
fees for a man who sucker-punched an
African-American protester, and egging on others who beat up a protester.
The latest goes from the amusing to
the amazing. Although there is a video
showing his campaign manager, Corey
Lewandowski putting his hands on former Breitbart reporter Michelle Fields,
he and Trump have said that eyes can
lie. Even in the face of video evidence,
he denied touching Fields. He and
Trump tried to dismiss her as “delusional,” essentially “blaming the victim.”
Imagine that Lewandowski was an
African-American man. Imagine that he
nearly knocked down a white woman
reporter. Can you hear the outrage? Can
you hear the demands? Were Lewandowski African American, would he
have been caricatured as a hoodlum or
thug, pandering to the stereotypes? Or
would Trump have had Black Lewandowski’s back as firmly?
I am not surprised that Trump has
condoned Lewandowski’s violence,
nor am I surprised that he’s taken the
“wuss” role by suggesting the reporter,
who was attempting to get his attention,
had “touched” him (and that maybe he
should press charges). It is entirely consistent with his other campaign behavior. He has suggested that his supporters might “riot” if he does not get the
Republican nomination. His amazing
incivility adds to the vaudevillian atmosphere of this bizarre campaign. How
different would it be if Lewandowski
were black?
A black man could not have put his
hand on a White woman with impunity. If he did, he probably would not
have had to wait more than a week to be
charged for his transgression.
He might have apologized, whether
he were asked to do so or not, both from
civility and from cultural conditioning. Trump and Lewandowski assumed
that Fields, a White woman, could be
thrown under the bus by two powerful,
White men who called her a liar, delusional, and any other slur they could get

away with. A black man would not have
had the luxury – he would have had to
rush into rapid CYA (cover your hind
parts) mode.
Those women who are supporting
Trump need to be well aware of his
propensity to disregard and disrespect
women. Loyalty notwithstanding, Lewandowski’s untoward behavior deserves some reaction – maybe not a
firing, but some form of suspension, or
something that suggests that a “hands
on” campaign need not be literally
hands on, or that the “ground game” that
Lewandowski is often praised for does
not mean that he should knock reporters
down to the ground.
Those African Americans (and there
are a few), who are supporting Trump
need to ask themselves what the reaction would be if Lewandowski were
black. Would Trump be as supportive?
Would others? And just for the record,
who are the senior African Americans
on the Trump team? Just asking. Not
complaining, if there aren’t any.
I am of the generation that used to
play “what if” all the time. Knowing,
but determined to imagine and speculate, what would happen if you flip the
script. What if the white McKinney,
Texas police corporal Eric Casebolt had
pulled a blonde white girl by the hair instead of pulling the braids of the black
Dajerra Becton?
Or, what if a black officer, not Casebolt, had pulled a white girl by her
blonde locks? The very muted outrage
that we heard when Becton was assaulted would have turned into a crescendo
had a Black police officer had the temerity to assault a white teen.
Similarly, if a car full of black plainclothes NYPD police officers had chosen to hassle a white mailman because
he hollered at them, would there have
been the same arrest and cover-up that
has taken place where a white police officers in Crown Heights arrested Glen
Grays and forced him to abandon his
mail truck?
I am not sure why I play “what if” or
“just imagine.” We know that race still
matters, and that matters still aren’t fair.
Still, as I watch Trump circle the wagon
around Lewandowski, I just have to
wonder how different his reaction (and
the public reaction) might be if Lewandowski were black. Just wondering.
Julianne Malveaux is an author and
economist based in Washington, DC.
Her latest is offering “Are We Better
Off? Race, Obama and Public Policy”
is available at www.juliannemalveaux.
com or via Amazon.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

LEGAL

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
City of Jackson
Jackson, Mississippi

THE SECURITY GUARD SERVICES COMPANY REQUIREMENT

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson,
the bid must be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 3, 2016, at
which time said bids will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at
219 South President Street (City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the
following:

Sealed, signed bids are invited and will be received by the City of Jackson,
Mississippi, until 3:30 P.M. in the City Clerk’s Office of Jackson, the bid must
be stamped in by 3:30 P.M. Tuesday, May 10, 2016, at which time said bids
will be publicly opened at the City Hall located at 219 South President Street
(City Council Chambers) in City Hall for the following:

19090-050316
		

Twenty-four Month Supply of Citric Acid
(Liquid Form)

55054-050316
88536-050316
88538-050316
88544-050316
88570-050316
		

Twenty-four Month Supply
Twenty-four Month Supply
Twenty-four Month Supply
Twenty-four Month Supply
Twenty-four Month Supply
Chloral Hydrate (ACH)

88575-050316
88579-050316
		

Twenty-four Month Supply of Fluorosilicic Acid
Twenty-four Month Supply of Potassium
Permanganate

88584-050316
88596-050316
88597-050316

Twenty-four Month Supply of Sodium Chlorite
Twenty-four Month Supply of Anhydrous Ammonia
Twenty-four Month Supply of Hydrated Lime

of Traffic Sign Posts
of Polymer
of Liquid Chlorine
of Alum
of Aluminum

The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South
President Street, Room 604, Hood Building, Jackson, Mississippi
39201. Copies of bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for
public record in accordance with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination
in Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote
full and equal business opportunities for all persons doing business
with the City. As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder
or offer shall submit a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance
with the provisions set forth by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO
Ordinance. Failure to comply with the City’s EBO Ordinance shall
disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from being awarded an eligible
contract. For more information on the City’s EBO Program, please
contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)960-1638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of the EBO
Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at 218
South President Street, Second Floor, Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also
reserves the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any
bid submitted. Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder
quoting the lowest net price in accordance with specifications. The
award could be according to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest
total cost for all items; or to accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery
time may be considered when evaluating the bid proposal. In those
cases where it is known prior to advertising that the City’s intention
is to award according to the lowest total cost for all items, or in some
variation thereof, statements to this affect will be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the City will make that
determination during the bid review.

55054-050316 Canceled-Twenty-four Month Supply of Traffic Sign Posts:
Scheduled to open on May 3, 2016, was advertised on April 7, 2016, is
canceled, and will be re-advertised a later date.
New
74567-051016---Asphalt Pavement Milling Services for Streets within the
City of Jackson for Eighteen Month
75078-051016---Twenty-four month supply of Clay Gravel & Wash Gravels
BIDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.JACKSONMS.GOV
The above must comply with the City’s specifications. Copies of proposal
forms can be obtained from the Purchasing Division, 200 South President
Street, Room 604, Hood Building; Jackson, Mississippi 39201. Copies of
bid specifications are filed with the City Clerk for public record in accordance
with House Bill No 999, 1986 Regular Session of the Mississippi Legislature.
The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
Public Purchasing. It is the policy of the City of Jackson to promote full and
equal business opportunities for all persons doing business with the City.
As a pre-condition to selection, each contractor, bidder or offer shall submit
a completed and signed Equal Business Opportunity (EBO) Plan Application, with each bid submission, in accordance with the provisions set forth
by authority of the City of Jackson’s EBO Ordinance. Failure to comply with
the City’s EBO Ordinance shall disqualify a contractor, bidder or offer, from
being awarded an eligible contract. For more information on the City’s EBO
Program, please contact the Office of Economic Development at (601)9601638. Copies of the EBO Ordinance, EBO Plan Application and a copy of
the EBO Program are available with the Office of Economic Development at
218 South President Street, Second Floor; Jackson, Mississippi.
The City reserves the right to reject any and all bids. The City also reserves
the right to waive any and all informalities in respect to any bid submitted.
Bid awards will be made to the lowest and best bidder quoting the lowest
net price in accordance with specifications. The award could be according
to the lowest cost per item; or to the lowest total cost for all items; or to
accept all or part of any proposal. Delivery time may be considered when
evaluating the bid proposal. In those cases where it is known prior to
advertising that the City’s intention is to award according to the lowest total
cost for all items, or in some variation thereof, statements to this affect will
be included on the proposal form. Absence of such statement means the
City will make that determination during the bid review.
Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA, Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1533

4/14/2016, 4/21/2016

LEGAL
Jackson Convention Complex
SMG, manager of the Jackson Convention Complex, has issued a Request for Quotes (RFQ) for Carpet Replacement.

Hellene Greer, CPPB, NPCA; Manager
Purchasing Division
(601) 960-1025 or 1533
4/7/2016, 4/14/2016

For more information and instructions on how to respond, please visit http://jacksonconventioncomplex.com/about/business/ to download the RFQ document.
4/7/2016

All companies submitting a proposal on the RFP must have the proper license to operate such a business and be registered to do business in the
State of Mississippi. The security guards to be utilized under this contract
must possess the training and skills needed to ensure safety and protect
the various assets of the City of Jackson. Training must have been in a real
world demonstration and actual situations for security guards with training
and skills are needed to ensure safety and protect assets.

A. The hourly rate shall include security guard services as scheduled by
various departments within the City. The department/division shall provide
specific information regarding the premises being guarded as well as access to the specific areas being protected.

B. During the term of the agreed upon contract, should the Federal minimum wage requirements be adjusted, the vendor shall have the right to
adjust their hourly rate to reflect the increase at the same rate as prescribed
in the Federal Minimum Wage Law.

C. All vendors must have four (4) or more years of experience in the security contracting business. The successful proposal vendor must provide a
minimum of four (4) client references for which services have been provided
for a minimum of two (2) years; No relatives. The list must be included with
RFP along with a contact person and telephone number.

THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SECURITY GUARDS BEING
USED

• The applicant used must be at least 18 years of age for use as an unarmed security guard.
• The applicant used for armed security guards must be at least 21 years of
age and have received firearm training and be able to recertify at the firearm
training academy.
• The applicant must have a High School Diploma or G.E.D.
• The applicant must be legally and mentally competent and he of good
moral character (No diagnosed mental illness).
• The applicant must not have a disability which would prevent performance
duties.
• The applicant must not have any felony or criminal convictions and be
free of convictions including probation for five (5) years for serious crimes
or crimes involving firearms, shoplifting or violence.
• The applicant must pass a drug screening test.
• The applicant must be a citizen of the United States or registered resident
alien.
• A list of all security guards to be used under this contract must be provided
with this proposal.
• Retired Police Officers or current Police Officers may be used for security
guards provided they also have not been convicted of a felony conviction
and be free of convictions including probation for five (5) years for a serious
crime or those involving firearms, shop-lifting or violence.
• All guards shall meet the standards in appearance. Employees’ appearance will be neat; well groomed, and present a professional image. No visible tattoos (gang affiliated), racial, ethnic, or religious discrimination brands.

D. The City shall require documentation to verify such personnel training
have been accomplished. All personnel must possess and maintain a current State of Mississippi Driver’s License; and other license or permits required to perform security duties as they are related to this contract. In addition, all guards must provide proof that within the past twelve (12) months
they have qualified with the firearm being used on duty and later qualify
under this contract.

E. The vendor shall be responsible for the screening of all potential security
personnel who may be used in providing security services during the terms
of this contract agreement. However, information concerning background
checks, drug testing and employment references must be provided to the
City for each candidate prior to their access to City properties. The City
shall have the opportunity to interview, accept or reject any candidate provided by the Vendor.
MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES

• The vendor shall provide all personnel with appropriate uniforms, firearms, ammunition or any supplies required to perform security duties. All
security working for the City shall be in uniform at all times while on duty
for the City.

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Jackson, Mississippi, until
1:00 p.m. Central Standard time on April 21, 2016, at City Hall, located at
219 South President 39201, to provide information to the public and safeguard municipal buildings, equipment, property, personnel, government officials, and the public.

The City of Jackson is committed to the principle of non-discrimination in
public contracting. Therefore, the City of Jackson requests that prospective
vendors and contractors carefully examine their method of selecting subcontractors and suppliers, to ensure that they are not either actively,
or passively, discriminating against Minority Business Enterprises (MBEs)
and Female Business Enterprises (FBEs). As a bidder seeking to do business with the City of Jackson, you are expected to adhere to a policy of
non-discrimination, and to make the maximum practicable effort to ensure
that historically underutilized firms are given an opportunity to participate in
the performance of contracts financed in whole, or in part, with City funds.
For further details about complying with this ordinance, please contact the
Office of Economic Development, phone number 601-960-1638. Copies of
the ordinance, EBO Plan applications and copies of the program are available at 200 South President Street, 2nd floor, Jackson, Mississippi.

The City of Jackson hereby notifies all bidders that in compliance with Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 that all bidders will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, National origin or
sex in consideration for an award.

The City of Jackson, Mississippi (“City of Jackson”) is committed to cultivating and ensuring the quality of life of its citizens, through various programs,
employment, initiatives, and assistance. The City encourages all persons,
corporations, and/or entities doing business within the City, as well as those
who seek to contract with the City on various projects and or conduct business in the City, to assist the City in achieving its goal by strongly considering City residents for employment opportunities.

The City of Jackson reserves the right to reject any and all bids and to waive
any informalities or irregularities therein.
Lee D. Vance
Chief of Police
Gus McCoy
Chief Administrative Officer

4/14/2016, 4/21/2016
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 05/12/2016 , for:
RE:

GS# 201-069 Allied Health Expansion
Coahoma Community College

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents
may be obtained from:
Professional:
Address:
		
Phone:		
Email: 		

ArchitectureSouth, P.A.
330 West Jefferson Street
Tupelo, Mississippi 38804-3936
662-844-5842
twilliams@architecturesouth.com

A deposit of $200.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive
irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will
not be available for bidders use at the bid site.
Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management
4/14/2016, 4/21/2016

LEGAL
ORDINANCE CLOSING AND VACATING A PORTION OF TUPELO
STREET IN FAVOR OF THE ABUTTING LANDOWNER.
WHEREAS, Mount Nebo Baptist Church hereinafter referred to as “Petitioners”, petitioned the City of Jackson, Mississippi to close and vacate a
portion of an unnamed alley, hereinafter referred to as “Street”, located in
the City of Jackson, First Judicial District, Hinds County, Mississippi; and
WHEREAS, the Petitioners presented their petition pursuant to Section
110-5 of the Jackson Code of Ordinances; and
WHEREAS, the Petitioners are the owner of all property abutting the Street
on both sides, and has, at its own expense, furnished the City of Jackson
with a survey plat; and
WHEREAS, the Site Plan Review Committee of the City of Jackson reviewed the petition to close and vacate the Street on December 10, 2015,
and approved the petition on January 12, 2016; and
WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Street sought to be closed and
vacated is no longer needed as a public thoroughfare and will not be needed as a public thoroughfare in the foreseeable future.
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, THAT:
SECTION 1. The herein described portion of an unnamed alley constitutes
a publicly dedicated right-of-way, with said right-of-way being described as
follows:
Certain properties being described as the Tupelo Street right-of-way between Block 13 and 14 of the College Suburb Survey and recorded in Plat
Book I at Page 66 of the Hinds County Chancery Clerk’s Office, Hinds
County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as follows:
Beginning at the Northeast corner of Lot 6, Block 14 of said College Suburb
Survey, being represented by a 1/2” iron rebar found on the west rightof-way of Tupelo Street and thence run South 00 degrees 01 minutes 46
seconds West, along said right-of-way, for a distance of 560.00 feet to a
1/2” iron rebar set on the north right-of-way of the Railroad Property; thence
run South 88 degrees 29 minutes 41 seconds East, along said Railroad
right-of-way, for a distance of 40.00 feet to a 1/2” iron rebar set on the east
right-of-way of Tupelo Street; thence run North 00 degrees 01 minutes 46
seconds East, along said right-of-way, for a distance of 560.98 feet to a 1/4”
iron rebar set; thence leave said right-of-way and run North 89 degrees 52
minutes 33 seconds West for a distance of 40.00 feet back to the Point of
Beginning containing 0.515 acres, more or less.
SECTION 2. Pursuant to operation of law, a certified copy of this Ordinance
shall serve to convey, quitclaim, and release the City’s right, title, and interest in and to said right-of-way, as herein described, to the abutting landowners of record.
SECTION 3. The conveyance of said right-of-way is subject to any dedications, limitations, restrictions, reservations, or easements of record.
SECTION 4. The Petitioners shall assume all responsibility and liability for
the herein described right-of-way.
SECTION 5. The herein described right-of-way is hereby closed and vacated.
SECTION 6. The Director of the Department of Public Works is hereby
authorized and directed to indicate the closing and vacation of the herein
described portion of the Street on the official map of the City of Jackson.
SECTION 7. Any and all ordinances of the City of Jackson, or any parts
of ordinances, in conflict herewith shall be, and the same are hereby, repealed.
SECTION 8. The cost of publication of this Ordinance shall be borne by the
Petitioner.
SECTION 9. This Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days after passage
and after publication.
Council Member Tillman moved adoption; Council Member Priester seconded.
Yeas- Barrett-Simon, Foote, Hendrix, Priester, Stamps, Stokes and Tillman.
Nays- None.
Absent- None.
ATTEST:
Kristi Moore City Clerk
I, Kristi Moore, the duly appointed, qualified City Clerk and lawful custodian
of records of the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi and seal of said City,
certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of an Ordinance passed
by the City Council at its regular meeting on the 10th day of March, 2016,
and recorded in Minute Book “6I”, pages 583-584.
WITNESS my signature and official seal of office, this Zr--day of March,
2016.
Kristi Moore City Clerk

4/14/2016, 4/21/2016
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LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3925
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way
affected thereby, that Colonial Jackson, LLC has filed with the Planning Board
for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning from SUD Special Use District to TND Traditional District, to develop a Traditional Neighborhood Development, to be known as Colonial Highlands on property located at
5635 Old Canton Road, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:
That certain tract or parcel of land lying and being situated within the inner
bounds of Colonial Circle and Club View Drive as shown by the maps and
plats of Club Park Subdivision, Parts 1, 2, and 3, on file and of record in the
office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat
Book 6, at Pages 15, 16, and 17, respectively, and in the Northeast Quarter
(NE 1/4) of Section 7, in the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of the Southeast
Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section 7, and in the Northwest Quarter (NW 1/4) of Section 8, Township 6 North, Range 2 East, City of Jackson, First Judicial District
of Hinds County, Mississippi, being more particularly described as the Colonial
Country Club Gulf Course, and all other land not considered a part of said Golf
Course, which lies within the inner bounds of the aforesaid streets and constitutes all of the remaining land and property within the bounds of said streets in
addition to the aforesaid Golf Course, together with all improvements thereon,
and being more particularly described by metes and bounds as follows:
Commence at the southeast corner of Lot 2, Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision,
Part 1, and run south 89 degrees 52 minutes east at a right angle to the east
line of said Lot 2 for a distance of 60.0 feet to a point in the east line of Colonial Circle, which point is the POINT OF BEGINNING of the property herein
described; run thence North 00 degrees 08 minutes east along the east line
of Colonial Circle, 60 feet east of and parallel with the east line of Lots 2 and 1
of Block “F” and the east line of Block “E”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a
distance of 960.8 feet to the beginning of a curve to the right; run thence along
said curve to the right having a radius of 100.0 feet, for a distance of 156.6
feet, and having a chord bearing of north 44 degrees 59 minutes east for a
distance of 141.1 feet to the end thereof, which is the south line of Colonial
Circle; run thence north 89 degrees 50 minutes east along the south line of
Colonial Circle, 60 feet south of and parallel with the south line of Block “A”,
Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a distance of 2,021.1 feet to the intersection
of the line between the aforesaid Sections 7 and 8 with the south line of said
Colonial Circle; run thence south 89 degrees 53 minutes east and continue
along the south line of Colonial Circle for a distance of 648.02 feet to the beginning of a 23 degree 38 minute curve to the right; run thence around said curve
to the right, having a radius of 241.6 feet, and having a chord bearing of south
54 degrees 35 minutes east, a distance of 278.78 feet to the end thereof; run
thence south 19 degrees 20 minutes east along the western line of Colonial
Circle, 60 feet west of and parallel with the west line of Block “G”, Club Park
Subdivision, Part 2, for a distance of 386.8 feet to the beginning of a 14 degree
14 minute 45 second curve to the left; run thence around said curve to the left,
having a radius of 386.3 feet for a distance of 278.1 feet, and having a chord
bearing of south 39 degrees 58 minutes east for a distance of 272.08 feet to
a point on a reverse curve bearing to the right having a radius of 100.0 feet;
run thence around said curve for a distance of 165.5 feet, and having a chord
bearing of south 17 degrees 23 minutes east for a distance of 147.25 feet to
the end thereof and in the west line of Club View Drive as shown on the plat of
Club Park Subdivision, Part 2; run thence south 30 degrees 00 minutes west
along the west line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of and parallel with the
west line of Club View Subdivision, Part 2, for a distance of 168.0 feet to the
beginning of a 1 degree 00 minute 27 second curve to the right; run thence
around said curve to the right having a radius of 5,687.7 feet, for a distance of
340.0 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 31 degrees 43 minutes west
for a distance of 339.94 feet to the end thereof; run thence south 33 degrees
26 minutes west along the west line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of and
parallel with the west line of Block “H”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 2, for a
distance of 842.92 feet to the beginning of a 22 degree 01 minute 42 second
curve to the right; run thence around said curve, having a radius of 260.1 feet
for a distance of 275.4 feet, and having a chord bearing of south 63 degrees
46 minutes west for a distance of 262.73 feet to the end thereof; run thence
north 85 degrees 54 minutes west on the tangent of the last mentioned curve

and along the north line of Club View Drive for a distance of 210.89 feet to
the beginning of a 6 degree 06 minute 11 second curve to the left; run thence
around said curve, having a radius of 938.8 feet along the northern line of Club
View Drive, 60 feet from and parallel with the northern line of Block “L”, Club
Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 412.63 feet, and having a chord
bearing of south 81 degrees 30 minutes west for a distance of 409.45 feet to
the beginning of a 9 degree 08 minute 33 second curve to the left; run thence
around said curve, having a radius of 626.7 feet, and along the northwestern
line of Club View Drive, 60 feet from and parallel with the northwestern line of
Blocks “L” and “M” of Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 451.02
feet, and having a chord bearing of south 48 degrees 17 minutes west for a
distance of 441.51 feet to the end of said curve; run thence south 27 degrees
39 minutes west along the western line of Club View Drive, 60 feet west of
and parallel with the west line of said Block “M”, Club Park Subdivision, Part
3, for a distance of 121.51 feet to the beginning of a curve to the right; run
thence around said curve, having a radius of 33.8 feet, for a distance of 67.5
feet, and having a chord bearing of south 84 degrees 51 minutes west for a
distance of 56.87 feet to a point in the northern line of Colonial Circle; run
thence northwesterly along the northern line of Colonial Circle and around a
curve to the left having a radius of 810.1 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with
the northern line of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of
173.7 feet, and having a chord bearing of north 44 degrees 07 minutes west
for a distance of 173.33 feet to the beginning of a 1 degree 37 minute curve
to the right; run thence around said curve, having a radius of 3,546.0 feet, 60
feet from and parallel with the northern line of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 589.5 feet, and having a chord bearing of north
45 degrees 29 minutes west for a distance of 589.34 feet to the beginning
of a 6 degree 43 minute 15 second curve to the left; run thence around said
curve, having a radius of 852.5 feet, 60 feet from and parallel with the north
line of Block “P”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, for a distance of 661.6 feet,
and having a chord bearing of north 62 degrees 57 minutes west for a distance
of 645.11 feet to the beginning of a curve to the right; run thence around said
curve to the right, having a radius of 99.4 feet, for a distance of 114.8 feet, and
having a chord bearing of north 52 degrees 05 minutes west for a distance of
108.56 feet to a point in the east line of Colonial Circle; run thence north 18
degrees 55 minutes west along the east line of Colonial Circle, 60 feet east of
and parallel with the east line of Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1, for a
distance of 123.77 feet to the beginning of a 3 degree 44 minute curve to the
right; run thence around said curve, having a radius of 1,534.8 feet, 60 feet
from and parallel with the east line of Block “F”, Club Park Subdivision, Part 1,
for a distance of 511.2 feet, and having a chord bearing of north 09 degrees
25 minutes west for a distance of 508.71 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING,
containing 145.7 acres, more or less.
And also
All of Block “L” of Club Park Subdivision, Part 3, according to the map or plat
thereof which is on file and of record in the office of the Chancery Clerk of
Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, in Plat Book 6, at Page 15 thereof,
reference to which map or plat is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this
description, containing 7.72 acres, more or less.
All of the above-described property being the same property as that conveyed
by Trustmark National Bank, a national banking association, to Colonial Jackson, LLC, a Louisiana limited liability company, by a Special Warranty Deed
dated August 27, 2014, and recorded in Book 7166, at Page 1722, on the
land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson,
Mississippi.
Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 with a recommendation to approve. The opposition has filed an
Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City
Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday,
April 18, 2016.
.
WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi
3/31/2016 4/14/2016

LEGAL
NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR A REZONING
ZONING CASE NO. 3926
By virtue of and pursuant to the authority and direction of that Ordinance by
the City Council of Jackson, Mississippi, appearing in Minute Book 3G at page
115 thereof, notice is hereby given to all persons interested in or in any way affected thereby, that Jackson Memorial Funeral Services, LLC has filed with the
Planning Board for the City of Jackson, an application requesting a Rezoning
from R-1 (Single-Family) Residential District and C-3 (General) Commercial
District to SUD Special Use District, to develop a cemetery on property located
at South Drive Parcel #638-35-1, in the First Judicial District of Hinds County,
Mississippi, and being more particularly described as:
A parcel of land situated in the South Half (S 1/2) of the Northeast Quarter (NE
1/4) of Section 36, Township 6 North, Range 1 West, City of Jackson, First
Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, and more particularly described
as follows:

ing a chord bearing of south 04 degrees 15 minutes 02 seconds east, and
having a chord length of 485.19 feet to a fence corner; run thence south 07
degrees 22 minutes 40 seconds east for a distance of 248.13 feet to a point on
the north right-of-way line of South Drive; run thence westerly along the said
north right-of-way line of South Drive the following bearings and distances:
run thence south 84 degrees 17 minutes 43 seconds west for a distance of
531.20 feet to a found one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence south 04 degrees 14
minutes 17 seconds east for a distance of 7.00 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”)
rod; run thence north 88 degrees 13 minutes 14 seconds west for a distance
of 551.45 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 89 degrees
15 minutes 14 seconds west for a distance of 258.85 feet to a set one-half
inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 31 degrees 46 minutes 59 seconds west for
a distance of 26.27 feet to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod; run thence north 89
degrees 46 minutes 16 seconds west for a distance of 8.00 feet to a set onehalf inch (1/2”) rod on the said east right-of-way line of Dixon Road; run thence
north 00 degrees 13 minutes 44 seconds east for a distance of 716.11 feet
along the said east right-of-way line of Dixon Road to the POINT OF BEGINNING, containing 22.83 acres, more or less.

Commence at the intersection of the center lines of South Drive and Dixon
Road, marking the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter (SW 1/4) of
the Northeast Quarter (NE 1/4) of Section 36, Township 6 North, Range 1
West, City of Jackson, First Judicial District of Hinds County, Mississippi, as
described in that certain Deed conveyed to Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler Clark and
recorded in Deed Book 2538, at Page 471, on the land records in the office
of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds County at Jackson, Mississippi, reference to
which is hereby made in aid of and as a part of this description, and run thence
north 00 degrees 13 minutes 44 seconds east for a distance of 773.20 feet
along the center line of Dixon Road to the northwest corner of the said parcel;
run thence north 88 degrees 38 minutes 00 seconds east for a distance of
25.01 feet along the north line of the said parcel to a set one-half inch (1/2”) rod
on the east right-of-way line of Dixon Road and the POINT OF BEGINNING;
continue thence north 88 degrees 38 minutes 00 seconds east for a distance
of 1,289.58 feet along the north line of the said parcel to a set one-half inch
(1/2”) rod on the west right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 220; run thence
southerly along the said west right-of-way line of Interstate Highway 220 the
following bearings and distances: run thence southerly along a curve to the
left having a radius of 3,949.73 feet, having an arc length of 485.50 feet, hav-

Being the same land as that conveyed in that certain Warranty Deed from
Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler a/k/a Mrs. Mary Rees Tyler Clark to Jackson Memorial
Funeral Services, LLC, dated October 29, 2015, and recorded in Book 7183,
at Page 4504, on the land records in the office of the Chancery Clerk of Hinds
County at Jackson, Mississippi.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFP

ADVERTISEMENT FOR RFP

Advertisement for RFP

Advertisement for Bids

RFP 2016-06 – Pre-K Curriculum

Bid 3039 - Food Service Warehouse Food Products
Bid 3040 - Food Service Warehouse Paper & Stock Supplies

Sealed, written formal RFP proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 2:00
P.M. (Local Prevailing Time) April 21, 2016, at which time and place they
will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold
the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the
date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be
obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling
(601) 960-8799, may be picked up at the above address or downloaded
from JPS website at HYPERLINK “http://www.jackson.k12.ms.us” www.
jackson.k12.ms.us.
4/7/2016, 4/14/2016

Said application was heard by the City Planning Board on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 with a recommendation to deny. The applicant has filed an
Appeal of the recommendation of the Planning Board. The Case will be heard
at the City Council’s Zoning Meeting in the Council Chambers, First Floor, City
Hall, 219 S. President Street in Jackson, Mississippi, at 2:30 p.m., on Monday,
April 18, 2016.
.
WITNESS my signature this 25th day of March 2016.
/s/Ester L. Ainsworth
Zoning Administrator
City of Jackson, Mississippi

3/31/2016 4/14/2016

Sealed, written formal bid proposals for the above bid will be received by
the Board of Trustees of the Jackson Public School District, in the Business Office, 662 South President Street, Jackson, Mississippi, until 10:00
A.M. (Local Prevailing Time) May 02, 2016, at which time and place they
will be publicly opened and read aloud. The Board of Trustees reserves
the right to reject any and all bids, to waive informalities, and to withhold
the acceptance of any bid if approved for forty-five calendar days from the
date bids are opened. Proposal forms and detailed specifications may be
obtained free of charge by emailing acrossley@jackson.k12.ms.us, calling
(601) 960-8799, or documents may be picked up at the above address.
4/7/2016, 4/14/2016
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
BUREAU OF BUILDING, GROUNDS AND
REAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed bids will be received at the Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real
Property Management, 501 North West Street, Suite 1401 B, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201, until 2:00:00 p.m. on Thursday, 05/05/2016 , for:

RE:

GS# 107-314 Garland Hedleston Mayes Renov.
University of Mississippi

at which time they will be publicly opened and read. Contract documents
may be obtained from:

Professional:
JH&H Architects Planners Interiors,
		A Professional Association

Address:
		

1047 North Flowood Drive
Flowood, Mississippi 39232-9533

Phone:		

601-948-4601

Email:

erinz@jhharchitects.com

A deposit of $300.00 is required. Bid preparation will be in accordance with
Instructions to Bidders bound in the project manual. The Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management reserves the right to waive
irregularities and to reject any or all bids. NOTE: Telephones and desks will
not be available for bidders use at the bid site.

Glenn R. Kornbrek, Bureau Director
Bureau of Building, Grounds and Real Property Management
4/7/2016, 4/14/2016

Absolute 1-Day Public Auction • April 15
Alabama Department of Transportation

537 Traffic Operations Dr. • Montgomery, AL 36110

At The Following Locations:

J A C K S O N
BULLY’S RESTAURANT
3118 Livingston Road
CASH & CARRY
Capitol Street and Monument Street
CITY HALL
219 S President St
GARRETT OFFICE COMPLEX
2659 Livingston Road
DOLLAR GENERAL
3957 Northview Dr (North Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
2030 N Siwell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
4331 Highway 80W
DOLLAR GENERAL
5990 Medgar Evers Blvd
DOLLAR GENERAL
1214 Capitol St (Downtown Jackson)
DOLLAR GENERAL
304 Briarwood
Dr Powder
Baby
DOLLAR GENERAL
2855 McDowell Rd
DOLLAR GENERAL
104 Terry Rd
JJ MOBIL
Northside Drive and Flagg Chapel
LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST
2325 Livingston Rd.
PASS
MCDADE’S MARKET
Northside Drive
MCDADE’S MARKET #2
653 Duling Avenue
PICADILLY CAFETERIA
Jackson Medical Mall
350 W Woodrow Wilson Avenue
SHELL FOOD MART
5492 Watkins Drive
SPORTS MEDICINE
J M Wood
Fortification
and I-55
Absolute 1 Day Public Auction
TWO SISTERS KITCHEN
707 North Congress - Jackson, MS
April10_MCAN

Online Bidding at: jmwood.com
Bryant Wood
AL LIC #1137

(334) 264-3265

7 Out of 10...
Absolute 1-Day Public Auction • April 15
Alabama Department of Transportation

537 Traffic Operations Dr. • Montgomery, AL 36110

Read A Newspaper Weekly!

Bryant Wood
AL LIC #1137

(334) 264-3265

A CHILDLESS MARRIED COUPLE
SEEKS TO ADOPT. Will be hands-on
doctor mom and devoted dad. Financial
security. Expenses paid. Christine and
Adam. 1-800-790-5260.

Auctions

AUCTION: WRECKERS, ROLLBACKS,
ANTIQUE TRACTORS AND TRAILERS.
Saturday, April 16, 10:00 a.m. 205 Hwy.
82,
Leland,
MS.
For
info
visit:
w w w. a m e r i c a n a u c t i o n u s a . c o m
American Auction Company USA or call
662-263-6097. Keith Moore. Lic.
MFL416 / MAL259.

3.33x2

Discounted advertising network rates available
for those who need to run ads in multiple markets.

ABSOLUTE AUCTION. Fulton Auto
Auction. 405 E. Main St., Fulton, MS
38843. OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. Sells
where is, as is. Pre-register at 662862-7374.

Absolute 1-Day Public Auction • April 15
Alabama Department of Transportation

537 Traffic Operations Dr. • Montgomery, AL 36110

7 Out of 10...
Online Bidding at: jmwood.com
Bryant Wood
AL LIC #1137

(334) 264-3265

C A N T O N
A&I
716 Roby Street - Canton, MS
B&B
702 West North Street - Canton, MS
BOUTIQUE STORE
3355 North Liberty - Canton, MS
BULLY’S STORE
Church Street - Canton, MS
COMMUNITY MART
743 Ruby Street - Canton, MS
FRYER LANE GROCERY
Martin Luther King Drive - Canton, MS
HAMLIN FLORAL DESIGN
285 Peace Street - Canton, MS
JOE’S SANDWICH & GROCERY
507 Church Street - Canton, MS
K & K ONE STOP
110 West Fulton Street - Canton, MS
LACY’S INSURANCE
421 Peace Street - Canton, MS
SOUL SET BARBER SHOP
257 Peace Street - Canton, MS
TRAILER PARK GROCERY
22 Westside Drive - Canton, MS
B Y R A M
DOLLAR GENERAL
125 Swinging Bridge Dr.
HAVIOR’S AUTO CARE
5495 I-55 South Frontage Road

T E R R Y
SERVICE STATION
at Exit 78
CITY HALL
West Cunningham Avenue

C L I N T O N
DOLLAR GENERAL
807 Berkshire St - Clinton, MS
R I D G E L A N D
RITE AID
398 Hwy 51

R A Y M O N D
HINDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE
WELCOME CENTER
505 E. Main Street
SUNFLOWER GROCERY
122 Old Port Gibson Street,
Raymond, MS
LOVE FOOD MART
120 E. Main Street,
Raymond, MS
RAYMOND PUBLIC LIBRARY
126 W. Court Street, Raymond, MS
RAYMOND CITY HALL
110 Courtyard Square, Raymond
U T I C A
HUBBARD’S TRUCK STOP
Mississippi Hwy 27
PITT STOP
101 Hwy 18 & 27
B O L T O N
BOLTON LIBRARY
BOLTON CITY HALL

MS
Press
Services
To Place
Your Statewide
Classified
Ad The
Order,
Call 601-981-3060.
Reach
2.2 Million
Readers
Across
State
Of Mississippi
of 10 E m p l o y m e n t - T r u c k i n g
A d o p t7
i oOut
ns
Services-Misc.

Shouldn’t your business ad be in newspapers?

Call or E-Mail Sue Hicks at 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

VOWELL’S MARKET PLACE
5777 Terry Road
CITY HALL
Terry Road

3.556x2
48 Web

A u c t i o n s 46
- Web
Auto

Mississippi Press Services

UPTON TIRE
Countyline Road and State Street
MURPHY USA
6394 Ridgewood Rd (North Jackson)
REVELL ACE HARDWARE
Terry Rd (South Jackson)
RITE AID
380 W. Woodrow Wilson Ave
RITE AID
114 E. McDowell Rd
RITE AID
6075 Old Canton Rd

PASS

3.556x2
48 Web

Online Bidding at: jmwood.com
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PASS

Regional Runs Available. CHOOSE the
TOTAL PACKAGE: AUTO DETENTION
PAY AFTER 1 HOUR! Weekly home
time! Regular, frequent HOME TIME, TOP
PAY BENEFITS. Monthly Bonuses and
more! CDL-A, 6 months experience
required. EEOE / AAP. 866-326-2679.
www.drive4marten.com

Driver Trainees
Now
Being Trained & Hired for
McElroy Truck Lines
NO OTR! GUARANTEED
HOME EVERY WEEKEND!
*Local CDL Training*
Earn $55k - $60k

Call Today
1-888-540-7364

C l a s s e s -T r a i n i n g
AVIATION GRADS work with JetBlue,
Boeing, NASA and others. Start here with
hands on training for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance, 866-367-2510.
ENTRY LEVEL HEAVY EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR CAREER. Get Trained - Get
Certified - Get Hired! Bulldozers,
Backhoes and Excavators. Immediate lifetime job placement. VA benefits. National
average $18.00 - $22.00. 1-866-3626497.
MEDICAL
BILLING
SPECIALISTS
NEEDED! Train at home for a career
working with Medical Billing and
Insurance Claims. Online training can get
you ready! Call for FREE brochure! HS
Diploma / GED and computer / internet
needed. 1-877-259-3880.

3.33x2
7 Out
of
46 Web

For

Rent

1,300 Sq. Ft.
10... Office Space

For Lease

North Jackson
601-981-3060
For

Sale-Misc.

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! Get a
whole home satellite system installed at
NO COST and programming starting at
$19.99/month. FREE HD/DVR upgrade to
new callers, so CALL NOW. 1-877-3818004.
SAVE ON INTERNET AND TV BUNDLES! Order the best exclusive cable and
satellite deals in your area! If eligible, get
up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. CALL
NOW! 1-800-375-1482
SWITCH to DIRECTV and get a $300
Gift Card. FREE Whole-Home Genie
HD/DVR
upgrade.
Starting
at
$19.99/mo. New Customers Only. Don't
settle
for
cable.
Call
Now
1-800-215-6713

Services-Legal
LUNG CANCER? And 60 Years Old? If
So, You And Your Family May Be Entitled
To A Significant Cash Award. Call 800290-7193 To Learn More. No Risk. No
Money Out Of Pocket.
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable to work? Denied benefits?
We can help! WIN or pay nothing! Start
your application today! Call Bill Gordon
& Associates. 1-800-706-3616.

Services-Medical
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts today!
Our service is FREE - no obligation. Call
1-800-514-5471.
CANADA DRUG CENTER is your choice
for safe and affordable medications. Our
licensed Canadian mail order pharmacy
will provide you with savings of up to 75
percent on all your medication needs.
Call today 1-800-823-2564 for $10.00
off your first prescription and free shipping.

Computers

Read A Newspaper Weekly!
Shouldn’t your business ad be in newspapers?
Discounted advertising network rates available
for those who need to run ads in multiple markets.

Mississippi Press Services
Call or E-Mail Sue Hicks at 601-981-3060 or shicks@mspress.org

3.556x4

48 Web

COMPUTER PROBLEMS - viruses,
lost data, hardware or software
issues? Contact Geeks On Site! 24/7
Service. Friendly Repair Experts. Macs and
PCs. Call for FREE diagnosis. 1-800-5830945

Read A Newspaper Weekly!
Shouldn’t your business ad be in newspapers?

Emp
l o y m eadvertising
n t - T r unetwork
cking
Discounted
rates

available
CDL-A
for TRAINING.
those who need$500
to run -ads$1,000
in multiple markets.

CHURCH
FURNITURE
Does your church
need pews, pulpit
set, baptistery,
steeple, windows?

BIG SALE on new cushioned pews
Incentive Bonus. No Out of Pocket
Tuition Cost! Get your CDL in 22 days.
and pew chairs!
Paid
training
after
graduation.
Accommodations provided if you live
1-800-231-8360
or E-Mail
Suerefresher
Hicks at 50+ miles from Call
Jackson.
6 day
www.pews1.com
courses available.
Minimum
21 years of
601-981-3060
or shicks@mspress.org
age. 844-689-3747. EOE. www.kllmdrivingacademy.com
Services-Misc.
L. E. TUCKER & SON, INC. Team drivers needed to run from S.E. to West
AT&T U-VERSE INTERNET starting at
Coast. Late model conventional tractors.
$15 per month or TV and Internet starting
Home weekly. Benefits package. Pearl,
at $49 per month for 12 months with 1
MS. 1-800-647-5494.
year agreement. Call 1-800-961-8976 to
OWNER OPERATORS ONLY! 80%
learn
more.
Gross
on
Flatbed
Freight!
Home
DISH TV 190 CHANNELS plus
Weekends. Permits Provided. File / Pay /
Highspeed
Internet
Only
Fuel Taxes. Owner Operators Lease
$49.95/mo! Ask about a 3 year price
Today! CDL-A, 25 years, 2 years OTR
guarantee & get Netflix included for 1
experience.
870-336year!
Call Today 1-800-319-2526
9051.

Mississippi Press Services

3.33x4

46 Web

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE
In 100 Newspapers!
To order, call your local
newspaper or
MS Press Services at
601-981-3060.
STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050
Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services
601-981-3060
Week of April 10, 2016
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April is National Black Golf Month
Mississippi Link Newswire

Women for Progress of MS,
Inc. celebrates National Black
Golf Month and the contributions
of women of color in the sport of
golf by presenting the first annual
Carrie Jones Charity Golf Classic
April 15, at the Country Club of
Canton.
The tournament is named in
honor of. Carrie Jones, a 1962
United Golfers Association (Now
LPGA) National Open Women’s
Champion. Jones has played with
some of the best African-American women golfers in the country.
Registration begins at 11 a.m.
and lunch at noon. Shotgun start
is 1 p.m. Awards and catfish dinner for all golfers will immediately follow play. A dinner-only
price is available for non-golfers.
The format is a two-man scramble. Cost is $75 per player.
“When I started playing golf
in the early 1960s, the doors
of opportunity were closed to
Black women golfers in the Deep
South. Grove Park was the one
and only nine hole golf course
open to women of color as well
as Black men in the city of Jackson, Miss.,” Jones said.
“Pete Brown was the pro and
also my golf teacher. In order to
challenge myself and play in significant golf tournaments I would
have to leave Jackson and go to
other cities outside of the state of
Mississippi to compete with other

lady golfers. We were often heckled and harassed and the subject
to the “N” word. We were asked
if we were playing with white
balls or black balls. Many times
golf balls were thrown at us, our
cars vandalized, and the police
officers would not give us any
assistance. When we would attempt to play at other courses, we
were told we had a golf course at
Grove Park, go play it! The civil
rights bill was passed in 1964 and
the doors started slowly opening,” said Jones.
“For the sixth year in a row,
African American Golfer’s
Digest is honored to declare
April as National Black Golf
Month. The 30-days in April
offer a tremendous benefit to
golfers who wish to get out on
the course and play the game,
and an opportunity for those
who are curious about playing,
to learn more” said Debert Cook,
CMP, publisher of the 13-yearold, national magazine.
Those interested in participating can register to play, become
a sponsor or purchase a hole or
team at www.womenforprogress.
net or www.facebook.com/CarrieJonesGolfClassic.Women for
Progress is also planning a golf
clinic for beginners and registration is open for the clinic.
For
more
information,
email mail@womenforprogress.
net or call (601) 259-6770.

ASU student-athlete scholars
honored at Breakfast of Champions
Mississippi Link Newswire

Alcorn State University, Office of Athletic Academic Enhancement along with
Allstate,
presented
the inaugural Braves
Breakfast of Champions to honor studentathlete scholars who
have earned at least a
3.0 grade point average
through the Fall 2015
semester. Each studentathlete scholar received
a
commemorative
Wheaties Breakfast of
Champions cereal box
featuring a group photo Each student-athlete scholar received a
commemorative Wheaties Breakfast of
of the honorees.
This exciting event Champions cereal box featuring a group
recognized a total of photo of the honorees.
117 student-athlete scholars during a breakfast ceremony April 7 in
the Dr. Clinton Bristow Jr. Dining Facility, Gold Room. The keynote
speaker for this event was Nathaniel Hughes II. Hughes is a 2008
graduate of Alcorn State University and was a football and track
scholar-athlete. During his collegiate career, he earned numerous
awards.Along with his many accolades on the field, Hughes also
excelled in the classroom, graduating cum laude, earning a bachelor’s
degree in nursing in 2008 and a master’s degree in nursing in 2015.
Following graduation from Alcorn, Hughes signed as an undrafted
free agent with the Cleveland Browns. He played five years in the
NFL, spending his first three years with the Jacksonville Jaguars and
his last two years with the Detroit Lions.
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Alcorn’s Gibb works out
for Houston Texans
By Eddie Pells
AP National Writer
Alcorn
State
University
quarterback John Gibbs, Jr., and
Texas Southern punter Cory Carter
worked out for the NFL’s Houston
Texans Apr. 9 at their local prospect
workout.
For his career, Gibbs passed for
7,451 yards, 57 touchdowns and 19
interceptions. He rushed for 2,198
yards and 24 touchdowns.
Gibbs won a SWAC championship last season, passing for seven
touchdowns.
The 6-6, 220-pound Booker T.
Washington graduate rushed for
335 yards and eight touchdowns
last season. He also passed for 19
touchdowns as a junior and rushed
for 13 touchdowns.

He passed for 21 touchdowns
and rushed for four touchdowns
as a sophomore, passing for 2,601
yards.
As a freshman, Gibbs passed for
1,406 yards and eight touchdowns
and rushed for 393 yards.Gibbs was
the SWAC Co-Offensive Player of
the Year and named all-conference
as a junior.
Carter made All-SWAC as first
team punter last season. The Raymond, Miss. native led the conference with a punting averaging of
45.7 per punt. His 45 punts in 2015
totaled 2,058 yards including a career high 87-yard punt.
In 2014, Carter also averaged 45
yards per punt for a total of 2,474
yards earning first team All-SWAC
honors.

Gibbs

JSU to host Tigerfest Saturday
Mississippi Link Newswire
The Jackson State University Division of Athletics, in
conjunction with the JSU Tiger
Fund, will host its annual Blue
and White Tiger Fest Weekend April 16 on Walter Payton
Drive on the university’s main
campus.
The full-day event will consist of food, fun, music, a kids
zone and sports. The general
public is invited to the spring
football game which begins at
12:30 p.m. on the JSU practice
field located behind the Walter
Payton Center.
Gates open at 8 a.m. and Tiger Fest officially begins with
a Mass Marching Band performance, which kicks off at 10
a.m. on the practice field. JSU
football fans will have an opportunity to meet and take pic-

tures with the coaching staff
and members of the 2016 Tigers
squad during a meet and greet.
Following the Blue and
White game, a concert, featuring the groups Karma and Love
Notez, will be held from 3 - 4
p.m. on stage near the tennis
courts. The day will conclude
with a greek step show, an “Ole
School Dance” and a student
concert.
Additionally, the Tigers baseball team will host Alcorn State
in a double-header at Braddy
Field. First pitch is scheduled
for 1 p.m.
Other highlights of Tiger
Fest Weekend include area high
school bands, Prancing J-Settes,
JSU cheerleaders and a Kids
Play Zone ($5 entrance fee).
General admission is free for
kids ages 10 and younger. Gen-

Tiger Fest List of Activities
8 a.m. - Gates open
10-10:30 a.m. - Mass Marching Band Arrive
10-11 a.m. - Meet the Tigers
11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. - Mass Marching Band Performance (Football Practice Field)
12:30 -2:30 p.m. - Annual Spring “Blue and White” Game (Football Practice Field)
1-6 p.m. - Baseball vs. Alcorn State Double-Header (Braddy Field)
3-4 p.m. - Karma and Love Notez Concert (Stage in front of Tennis Courts)
4-4:30 p.m. - Greek Step Show (Stage in front of Tennis Courts)
4:30- 5:30 p.m. - Ole School DJ and Dance
5:30-11:30 p.m. -Thee I Love Student Live Concert and DJ (Stage in front
of Tennis Courts)
eral admission is $10. Admission is free for JSU students
with ID. Lawn chairs and blankets are welcome.
The cost is $25 for tailgaters,
$50 for RV’s and $50 for ven-

dors.
For more information, call
(601) 362-0866. Tiger Fest
2016 is presented by the JSU
Tiger Fund and the JSU Division of Athletics.

Racioppa shines as a golf player for Alcorn
Mississippi Link Newswire
Alcorn State University sophomore Daniel Racioppa was
handed a set of golf clubs at a
young age. Since then, he has
continued to swing his way to
becoming a successful golf player for the University golf team.
“I got my first set of clubs
when I was 12-years-old from
a number of relatives,” said
Racioppa, business administration major. “My family and
friends sparked my interest in
golf.”

Racioppa
Over the course of the 20152016 season, the sophomore,
Mount Albert, Ontario, Canada

native has been a force on the
golf course. Last semester, he
dominated competition at the
Mississippi Valley State Classic.
His winning streak continued at
the Alabama A&M/Miles College Fall Classic. Recently, he
cruised to victory at Alcorn’s
Braves Classic and captured
another victory at the Lemoyne
Owen Golf Classic. Of his tournament wins, Racioppa said the
Braves Classic was his favorite.
“It felt a little more special to
win the Braves Classic because

Alcorn was hosting the tournament.”
Racioppa’s success fueled his
desire to one day take his talents
to the professional ranks.
“I definitely plan to play on
a professional level of golf because I like the individual aspect
and discipline that the sport requires. My golf inspiration is
Canadian golfer Graham Delaet,
who’s probably the best golfer
on the PGA Tour right now. I
would love to qualify for a PGA
Tour event someday.”

WRTM-FM SMOOTH 100.5 FM, IS JACKSON’S URBAN RHYTHM AND BLUES
STATION PLAYING FAMILIAR FAVORITES FROM THE 70’S, 80’S AND 90’S. TUNE
IN TO HEAR JUST THE RIGHT MIX OF BLUES AND TODAY’S BIGGEST HITS.

NATIONAL | HEALTH
www.mississippilink.com
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President Obama grants
clemency to 61 inmates
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Doctor, 31, opens standalone ER in Houston

More than a third were serving life sentences
Special from the Afro American Newspaper
President Obama has commuted the
sentences of 61 drug offenders, the White
House announced March 30, underscoring
his administration’s commitment to reforming unfair and overly-harsh sentencing laws.
More than one-third of the 61 individuals who were granted clemency were serving life sentences, according to White
House Counsel Neil Eggleston.
To highlight his dedication to criminal
justice reform and also the rehabilitation
and re-integration of ex-offenders, the
president shared a meal with people whose
sentences were commuted by his administration, and by former presidents George
W. Bush and Bill Clinton.
“By exercising these presidential powers, I have the chance to show people what
a second chance can look like,” Obama
said after the meal.
The president added that listening to the
stories of the former prisoners “reminded
me of how out of proportion and counterproductive so much of our sentencing is
when it comes to our drug laws.
“It does not make sense for a non-violent drug offender to be getting 20 years,
30 years, in some cases life in prison,” he
added. “That’s not serving anybody. That’s
not serving taxpayers. It’s not serving public safety. And it’s damaging families.”
This commutations brings to 248 the
number of individuals whom President
Obama has granted clemency—more than
the previous six presidents combined, according to the White House.
Advocates of criminal justice reform
praised Obama’s efforts.
Tennessee Congressman Steve Cohen,
ranking member of the House Judiciary
Subcommittee on the Constitution and
Civil Justice, called the commutations an
“encouraging development” and “a significant step” toward a “more rational and
fair justice system for Americans who are
incarcerated.”
“Not only do our nation’s outdated drug
laws disproportionately affect minority
populations, but it also costs more than
$30,000 per year to incarcerate each indi-

Dr. Foyekemi Ikyaator is a 31-year old Black woman who has opened a
stand-alone, full-service emergency room in northwest Houston, Texas.
PHOTO BY HOUSTON FORWARD TIMES

By Jeffrey L. Boney
Special from the Houston Forward Times

President Barack Obama hugs Kemba Smith during a greet with formerly incarcerated individuals who have received commutations, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House,
March 30.

Following that meeting the President took the group to lunch at a local restaurant. PHOTO BY
PETE SOUZA/THE WHITE HOUSE

vidual. These people need to be returned
to their families and society,” he added
in his statement. “I hope the President

continues his efforts to commute unjust
sentences during his remaining time in
office.”

Most voters say ‘meh’ _ at
best _ on the presidential field
By Laurie Kellman
and Emily Swanson
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) -Most American voters say
“meh” - at best - about the 2016
field of presidential candidates
in both parties.
That’s according to a new
Associated Press-GfK poll,
which shows that a majority of
Americans believe none of the
remaining candidates for president represents their opinions
at least somewhat well.
At least half of Americans
say they would be disappointed
or even angry if either of the
front-runners - Donald Trump
for the Republicans or Hillary
Clinton for the Democrats - are
nominated, the survey shows.
And a quarter said they would
be disappointed or angry if
both win nominations. Still another quarter would feel at best
neutral if both are nominated.
Among all registered voters,
63 percent say they wouldn’t
consider voting for Trump and
half say the same about Clinton.
About one-fifth of those surveyed say they’d either probably or definitely vote for a
third-party candidate if Trump
and Clinton are the nominees.
Roland Bauer, 64, a retiree
from Winter Springs, Fla.,
plans not to vote if Clinton and
Trump are nominated. “I don’t
trust politicians,” he says. “Ev-

erybody is on the take.”
Bruce Bertsch, a libertarian
and retired human resources
director from San Diego, says
the public’s lukewarm reaction
to the major-party hopefuls
doesn’t come from disinterest
or apathy - quite the opposite.
Here’s how his friends and
family see the candidates:
“Hillary Clinton is a liar.
Donald Trump is an idiot. And
Bernie (Sanders)? He’s an old
fool,” Bertsch, 78, said in a
telephone interview Monday.
To Bertsch, the Republican and
Democratic competitors look
like this: “The Democrats want
to spend my money. The Republicans want to tell me how
to live my life - and then spend
my money.”
The AP-GfK poll suggests
the general election, after the
parties name nominees, will be
less about emotional appeals
and inspiration and more about
getting actual voters to cast
votes before the end of Election Day. It’s what insiders call
the “ground game.” And much
of it is played over the airwaves
at enormous expense.
“In the general election, it’s
an air war,” said former Republican strategist Rich Galen,
author of a political blog. “The
goal is to get not only your
people out to vote, but to get
these people who are maybe
sitting on the sidelines excited
enough to come out and join

the game.”
Even within their own
parties, neither Trump nor
Clinton generates much enthusiasm. Only 26 percent of
Democratic voters say they’d
be excited about Clinton being
their nominee, and 27 percent
say they’d be satisfied. Another
23 percent would feel neutral,
19 percent would be disappointed and 5 percent would be
angry, the poll found.
Trump fares even worse
among Republican voters, with
19 percent saying they’d be enthusiastic, 19 percent satisfied,
20 percent neutral, 25 percent
disappointed and 16 percent
angry.
Less than half of Americans
say any of the remaining candidates, including Sanders, Ted
Cruz or John Kasich, comes
close to representing their
opinions on the issues.
And in a year dominated by
Trump-generated theatrics and
his so-far scant policy details,
substance matters, most voters
say. Nearly 9 in 10 Americans
call a candidate’s positions on
the issues extremely or very
important to them.
Among all the remaining
candidates, only Sanders, Clinton’s Democratic rival, generates significantly more positive than negative ratings from
Americans, with 48 percent
saying they have a favorable
opinion of him and 39 percent

unfavorable. He’s also the only
candidate described by a majority of Americans as at least
somewhat likable, civil, honest
and compassionate.
Nearly 7 in 10 Americans
have an unfavorable view of
Trump, nearly 6-in-10 have an
unfavorable view of Cruz and a
majority - 55 percent - have an
unfavorable view of Clinton,
according to the poll.
Americans are fairly evenly
divided on Kasich, with 34
percent expressing a favorable
view and 31 percent an unfavorable one. Another 34 percent still don’t know enough
about him to say.
The AP-GfK Poll of 1,076
adults used a sample drawn
from GfK’s probability-based
KnowledgePanel, which is designed to be representative of
the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 3.3
percentage points.
Respondents were first selected randomly using telephone or mail survey methods
and later interviewed online.
People selected for KnowledgePanel who didn’t otherwise have access to the Internet
were provided access at no cost
to them.
Follow Laurie Kellman on
Twitter at http://www.twitter.
com/APLaurieKellman
and
Emily Swanson at http://www.
twitter.com/El-Swan .

In a time where, according to the
Association of American Medical
Colleges, the United States faces
a shortage of as many as 90,000
physicians by 2025, including a
critical need for specialists to treat
an aging population that will increasingly live with chronic disease, a diamond in the rough has
done something phenomenal in
the city of Houston.
Dr. Foyekemi Ikyaator, a 31year old black woman, who has
opened up a stand-alone, fullservice emergency room in northwest Houston along with her
husband, is doing something very
few people have done. According
to a report published on AAMC’s
website, the number of minority
applicants to medical schools increased in 2014, which is encouraging news for the future of black
people in the medical field, when
you consider what Foye has done.
Foye (pronounced Foy-yay), as
she likes to be referred to, held a
ribbon-cutting ceremony earlier
in the year to introduce the entire
northwest Houston community to
her new business venture that she
opened in December 2015 - Life
Savers Emergency room located
17685 Tomball Parkway.
Since opening in December the
ER service has been met with rave
reviews with five stars given on
Google, and other social media
platforms.
Life Savers Emergency Room
comes from the heart of Foye, a
graduate of the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and
Public Health, who was practically raised in the United States
and was groomed to care for the
physical well-being of people. No
doubt coming from a structured
support system that purported academic superiority, Foye received
her education on a full academic
scholarship.
After completing her residency in emergency medicine from
the Emory School of Medicine
and Public Health in 2012, Foye
moved to Houston from Atlanta,
in order to further her practice.
She gained extensive experience
working within the St. Luke’s

Health System. Within a few short
years, she decided it was time to
do what she wanted to do.
Foye now successfully directs
the free-standing Life Savers
Emergency Room, where she can
take more time with her patients
and counsel them on specific
needs as well as promote the kind
of medicine that she believes is
necessary in today’s community.
“In the emergency room you
can see between 20 and 30 patients within a shift, and there
is just enough time to treat them
and get them to their next point of
care,” said Foye. “The whole idea
in a free-standing ER is that you
can provide the care in a more relaxed environment.”
The swift response is attractive
to Foye. Ultimately patients get a
lot of primary care, which can be
a very good thing if the patient has
limited access to care.
As an ER doctor, Dr. Foye treats
and provides life-saving acute
care. She also manages blood
pressure, diabetes, depression and
a host of other chronic ailments.
It’s fast medicine, which is not always a bad thing in dealing with
patients who want swift and direct
care.
Foye understands that she represents, not only the minority, but
the change that comes from of her
generation. Whereas 50 years ago,
the average medical director did
not look like her; and certainly
there are not many 31-year old
Black women today who is thriving in the kind of lane that Foye
has created for herself. As a young
Black female, mother and leader
in medicine, she is pressing the
bar a little higher and bridging the
gap a little closer so that the next
person can impress and charm the
masses by representing odds defied.
Foye is in tune with her colleagues who wish to practice
medicine under a non-restrictive
bureaucracy, so board certified
doctors, nurses and practitioners
can be flexible with the time and
resources needed to care for people in need. A self-proclaimed human rights proponent, the silver
lining of Foye is simply helping
people.
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BOOK REVIEW:
“MY GRANDFATHER
WOULD
HAVE
SHOT
ME”
JENNIFER TEEGE AND NIKOLA SELLMAIR
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C.2015, THE EXPERIMENT
$14.95 / $22.95 CANADA • 240 PAGES

Terri Schlichenmeyer
Mississippi Link Newswire
You’ve heard the stories.
Great-Grandpa made hooch
in the basement during Prohibition. Grandma was arrested for
protesting back in the ‘60s. Your
great-grandma once chased a
man off with a gun.
Scandalous then, maybe, but
quaint family stories now. You
cherish those rebel-rousing ancestors of yours – but in “My
Grandfather Would Have Shot
Me” by Jennifer Teege and Nikola Sellmair, some tales may lie
buried.
At 38 years old, Jennifer Teege
had everything she wanted: a
degree, success, a husband, two
healthy sons, and a bright future.
And then, while idly browsing
in a nearby library, she says, “I
found the book.”
Photos inside it seemed familiar – then recognizable. They

were pictures of her birth mother and the grandmother Teege
loved. And between the pictures
was a story that was “the key to
my family history, to my life”:
the mother who gave Teege up
for adoption was the child of one
of Germany ’s most notorious
Nazis.
The grandmother who cared for
Teege as a child was the mistress
of Amon Goeth, commandant of
Plaszów concentration camp.
Did her adoptive parents know
the truth? Teege had contact with
her mother until she was 7 years
old and she knew her father was
Nigerian; why didn’t anyone say
anything about the bigger secret
of their lives? And how could
Teege ever reconcile the gentle
grandma she loved with the
woman who surely knew what
was going on at the camp, but
who chose to ignore it in favor of
a life of comfort?

Though it felt like picking at
a painful scab, Teege needed
to know everything about her
grandfather, a man she understood would have been outraged
at her very existence. She toured
his home near Plaszów, and visited sites of former concentration
camps. She looked hard at old
photos, and contacted her birth
parents to find closure.
“I want to walk upright, to live
a normal life,” she says. “There is
no such thing as inherited guilt.
Everybody has the right to their
own life story.”
Think that’s impactful? Just
wait….
Half of “My Grandfather Would
Have Shot Me” is what you just
learned – which is so powerful, so
striking a tale that it’s impossible
to tear yourself away.
Except there’s more.
Author Jennifer Teege tells
about her experiences, her mem-

Movie Review:

Before “I Do”

Shaken firefighter faces moment
of truth in midlife crisis drama
By Kam Williams
Mississippi Link Newswire
Caleb Abrams (Jensen Atwood) is single today
only because his former fiancee, Asia (Michelle
D. Ivy), broke off their engagement the night before the wedding. During the year since, the buff
Baltimore firefighter has rededicated himself to his
career while pursuing a love of painting in his spare
time.
However, everything changes the fateful day he
finds the body of a homeless man (Edgar Gregory)
after extinguishing a fire in an abandoned farmhouse. Shaken to the core, Caleb cries on the shoulder of his pal Shelby (Omar Gooding), a veteran
colleague who warns that “you’re going to see a lot
of things you wish you could forget.”
Still, the tragedy continues to exact an emotional
toll, as witnessed by his roommate, Imani (Danielle Ward), who asks, “Are you ever going to paint
again?” “I lost my passion,” he confesses, before
conveniently turning the tables by challenging her to
finish the book she’s been writing for the last decade.
In addition, Caleb’s frustrated father, Pastor
Spoon Abrams (Michael Pittman), notices that he
hasn’t seen his son in church for a month of Sundays. “Are you too busy for the Lord?” he asks, adding, “It’s time for you to grow up.”
Consequently, at almost 40, Caleb suddenly finds
himself contemplating his mortality and facing a
fear of growing old alone. And even though he’s
been dating a new woman, Breanna (Andrea Kelly),
their relationship can neither fill the void left by the
loss of Asia nor erase the traumatizing image of the
hobo’s corpse from his head.
By contrast, most of his friends seem to be adjusting to adulthood just fine. Shelby and his wife,
Jasmyn (Kathleen Purcell-Turner), are eagerly expecting their first child. Marlon (Lamar Barnes) and
Imani have just announced their engagement and
she’s asked him to serve as Best Man when they tie
the knot.
Nevertheless, still waters run deep, and there are a
number of skeletons waiting to burst out of the closet in Before I Do,” the latest offering from the very
talented Kimberly Conner. Besides writing and directing, Kimberly also co-produced the picture and
appears in the film in a support role as the coroner.

Jensen Atwood (left) stars as “Caleb Abrams” in
the new film “Before I Do” along with Omar Gooding who plays “Shelby.” The movie was written and
directed by Kimberly Conner.
Thanks to superb acting by a top-flight cast, it’s
easy to get lost in the story, since it feels as if you’re
watching a real-life tale. The character-driven drama
deftly interweaves several compelling plotlines en
route to a satisfying, if cleverly-concealed resolution it would be a crime to divulge. Rather than risk
spoiling a whit of this intriguing, urban soap opera,
permit me to close with a lines excepted from the
poem “I Am Woman,” a touching tribute to black
females recited by Imani:
“I am woman, minus the thighs and flowing hair
Proud of my rich skin tone, coarse hair and full
lips
I am a woman with a story to tell
And a past as deep and dark as my roots
I am a woman, and despite what you think
When you look down your nose upon me
I possess dreams, aspirations and knowledge.”
Kudos to Conner and company for managing to
make a thought-provoking, cinematic treat for African-Americans designed to simultaneously elevate,
enlighten and entertain.
Excellent (4 stars)
Unrated
Running time: 60 minutes
Studio: Predestined Arts & Entertainment / New
Millennial
Kam Williams can be reached at kam_williams@
hotmail.com.

Cryptogram

A cryptogram is a puzzle where a sentence is encoded by substituting the
actual letters of the sentence with different letters. The challenge of the
puzzle is to ‘decode’ the sentence to reveal the original English sentence.
We have provided a few of the decoded letters to help get you started.

Hint: Quote by Henry Ford
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(For puzzle answer keys, see page 13)

ories, and her heartbreaking repugnance for her ancestry, but
journalist Nikola Sellmair acts
as a sort of narrator, filling in the
historical gaps among Teege’s
tale. Sellmair’s part of this book
puts Teege’s words into perspective, in short, and so we see modern personal anguish side-by-side

with past brutality and horror. We
read about warm-fuzzies, followed by breathtaking inhumanity and, in the juxtaposition of the
two, we become just as baffled as
is Teege about events that don’t
make sense. Wow.
Without Sellmair’s half of this
book, I think this would be just

another biography; with her half,
it’s just incredible for World War
II scholars, students, and biographers. Now out in paperback,
“My Grandfather Would Have
Shot Me” is one amazing story.
Terri Schlichenmeyer can be
reached at bookwormsez@yahoo.com.
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Jackie Robinson documentary
on PBS reveals complicated life

By David Bauder
AP Television Writer
NEW YORK (AP) -- PBS’ documentary on the
life of Jackie Robinson gets most interesting when
the gloves and bats are put away for good.
The two-part film directed by Ken Burns, Sarah
Burns and David McMahon aired Monday and
Tuesday at 9 p.m. EDT on most PBS stations. The
first part detailed Robinson’s early life and his baseball career, when he became the first black player
in Major League Baseball in 1947. The second part
was more complex, showing Robinson navigating a
civil rights era that he helped put in motion.
Burns’ team was nudged into making “Jackie
Robinson” by Jackie’s 93-year-old widow Rachel.
They had gotten to know each other when Burns
made his documentary series on baseball, which
aired in 1994. She wanted Burns to make a film
solely on Robinson but he didn’t have time and two
attempts with other directors didn’t work out.
Finally, Burns, his daughter and son-in-law
found time, although he gently reminded her that
“you can’t fire me.”
“You can tell in the moments that she’s on
(screen) that she wants you to understand how
complicated this was, that it wasn’t just this simple
mythology that we have,” he said.
The film illustrates how pressure had been building to integrate baseball, particularly after blacks
served with distinction in World War II. Robinson
was urged to turn the other cheek when he endured
taunts and insults, and this took effort - it wasn’t in
Robinson’s nature.
They cast doubt on a moment that has been immortalized with a statue in Brooklyn. Early in
Robinson’s rookie year, teammate Pee Wee Reese
supposedly put his arm around Robinson to signal
acceptance by a white player who grew up in Kentucky. But there are real questions about whether
this happened at all. It would have required Reese, a
shortstop, to cross the field to Robinson, who played
first base. There was no mention of it in newspaper
accounts of the game in Cincinnati when it supposedly took place. Rachel Robinson had urged a
different statue depicting the two players shaking
hands. Robinson himself indicated in an autobiography that something like it had happened - but a
year later, when he played second base.
Burns also detailed the supposed embrace in his
1994 documentary series.
“It’s white people wanting to have skin in this
game,” Burns said. “We want to feel that we were
good enough and forward-thinking enough. It’s a
good story, but it’s mythology.”
After being traded to the New York Giants in
1957, Robinson retired rather than play for the
Dodgers’ hated rivals. He became an executive at
Chock Full ‘O Nuts, and active in civil rights.
His post-baseball public life was complicated. As
the film states at the opening of the second night,

In this Jan. 7, 1957, file photo, retired baseball
legend Jackie Robinson speaks on the phone at
his desk in the offices of the Chock Full O’ Nuts
Company in New York, where he will assume new
duties as Vice President in charge of personnel.
Robinson is the subject of a two-part documentary, “Jackie Robinson” directed by Ken Burns,
Sarah Burns and David McMahon aired Monday
and Tuesday on most PBS stations. AP PHOTO/JACK
HARRIS, FILE

“Americans would see the real Jackie Robinson,
and they would not always like him.”
Robinson was a Republican, a member of the
party of Lincoln, and supported Richard Nixon in
the 1960 election against John F. Kennedy. During
the campaign, he urged Nixon to reach out to the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. when the minister was
jailed. Nixon didn’t, but Kennedy did, and narrowly won the election with newfound black support.
After Democrat Lyndon B. Johnson signed civil
rights legislation, Robinson supported him in 1964
and urged other blacks to do the same. He was essentially there at the birth of the Republicans’ strategy of appealing to Southern whites, and Nixon
snubbed him after he was elected president in 1968.
Although he pushed for civil rights progress and
held fundraisers at his Connecticut home, Robinson
worked for a Republican in New York Gov. Nelson
Rockefeller. He clashed with Malcolm X and more
militant black activists. Twenty years after he broke
baseball’s color barrier, some blacks called him an
“Uncle Tom.”
All along, the Robinsons dealt with the difficulties of being parents in the 1960s. Jackie Robinson
Jr. returned from Vietnam with a drug addiction
that he struggled for years to beat, and just as it
seemed he had, he died in a car accident.
Robinson threw out the first pitch at the 1972
World Series, and spoke out on the need for baseball to hire a black manager. He died of a heart attack shortly thereafter at age 53.
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‘American Idol’ crowns
Harmon final winner
The Associated Press
(AP) LOS ANGELES – The
first “American Idol” finale in
2002 was a battle of the sexes,
with Kelly Clarkson the victor over Justin Guarini. The last
contest settled the score as Trent
Harmon defeated La’Porsha Renae for the crown.
Harmon tumbled to the stage
in surprise as host Ryan Seacrest
announced him as the 15th and
final winner of “American Idol,”
which ended its remarkable run
Thursday.
“I know that I have a Godgiven ability, but I didn’t want
to take it for granted. I wanted to
work so, so hard, and she pushed
me to do it,” a tearful Harmon
said of Renae, who stood poised
and smiling by his side.
Harmon, 24, who described
himself as just a “dude from
Mississippi,” waited tables at
his family’s restaurant in Amory
before trying out for “American
Idol.”
He won viewers over with his
supple vocals and increasingly
assured stage presence, and they
voted him into history as the
show’s last champion. Harmon
earned a record contract along
with the honor.
Renae, 22, also from Mississippi, the town of McComb, is a
single mom who inspired viewers with her triumph over domestic abuse as well as a richly powerful voice.
“American Idol,” once a ratings powerhouse that influenced
TV and music, had suffered
steady audience erosion before
Fox decided it would end this
season.
Series executive producer Nigel Lythgoe promised the finale
would celebrate its large ranks of
contestants, not big-name guests
as in previous years, and he stuck
to that pledge.
The show opened with a harmonizing chorus of white-clad
winners and contenders including Scotty McCreery, Taylor
Hicks and Diana DeGarmo.
Other familiar faces from
years past popped up in solos and
group numbers, including Carrie
Underwood, Jennifer Hudson,
David Cook, Fantasia, Ruben
Studdard, Jordin Sparks and
Kimberley Locke.
Judges got in on the act as
well. Keith Urban and Underwood dueted, while Harry Connick Jr. saluted a music center in
New Orleans’ Katrina battered-

Ryan Seacrest (from left), La’Porsha Renae, and Trent Harmon onstage at the “American Idol” farewell season finale April 7, in Los
Angeles. PHOTO BY MATT SAYLES/ ASSOCIATED PRESS
Ninth Ward by inviting a young
student, Marley Fletcher, to join
him on “It’s a Wonderful World.”
Jennifer Lopez performed her
new single.
Clarkson, who’s expecting her
second child soon, appeared in a
pre-taped performance.
There was a brief nod to nostalgia, with clips from past auditions presided over by original
judges Simon Cowell, Paula Abdul and Randy Jackson. Abdul
and Jackson showed up to salute
Seacrest for his longevity, with
Cowell strolling on stage belatedly to steal the spotlight.
“I’m feeling quite emotional
now,” said the usually acerbic
Cowell.
President Barack Obama was
the unexpected opening act. In
apparently pre-taped remarks,
Obama congratulated the show
on its long run and noted that
it motivated millions of young
people to vote for contestants.
Then he made a pitch for
Americans to demonstrate that
same eagerness at the polls, calling voting the most fundamental
and sacred rite of democracy.
“I believe it should be almost
as easy as voting on ‘American
Idol.’ And we’re working on
that,” Obama said.
“American Idol” debuted in
June 2002, during the summer
broadcast doldrums, an indication that Fox didn’t have high
hopes for the imported singing
contest based on producer Simon
Fuller’s hit British series, “Pop
Idol.”
But the show proved a revelation. Viewers ate up the contestants’ performances and personalities, good, bad or downright
ridiculous. They relished the
bickering of Cowell and Abdul
and, from Jackson, the reassur-

ing familiarity of the trademark
“Dawg” that prefaced his critiques.
With Fox carefully protecting
“American Idol” as a once-a-year
event, the show’s ratings zoomed
and its influence did as well.
While America has long embraced the idea that everyone
is a potential star — that means
you — “American Idol” coined
an updated version of the dream.
Its nationwide tryouts opened the
door to people in big cities and
small towns and made the shot at
fame and success democratic by
letting fans weigh in.
Fox’s competitors responded.
The networks that were increasingly favoring reality shows over
scripted dramas began searching
for their own talent show hits,
spawning everything from skating to dance contests.
Some remain, such as ABC’s
“Dancing With the Stars” and
NBC’s “The Voice,” which overtook the aging “American Idol”
in the ratings.
No other TV talent show has
achieved the same track record
of fame for contestants, although
the power of an “Idol” win ebbed
in recent years. But dreamers
didn’t let go, with about 75,000
people swarming to auditions in
five cities this season.
The show’s ratings slumped,
the fate of even durable TV performers. “Idol,” which averaged
more than 30 million weekly
viewers at its 2006 peak and
ranked No. 1 for nine consecutive years, averaged about 11
million last season (still enough
by today’s standards to land it in
the top 20, but with fewer advertiser-favored younger viewers).
It’s pulled about the same
viewership this year, despite its
well-publicized farewell season.

New season of OWN’s ‘Livin’
Lozada’ premieres in May
Eurweb.com
Season 2 of “Livin’ Lozada,”
the OWN docuseries featuring
former “Basketball Wives” star
Evelyn Lozada, her daughter
Shanice Hairston and son Leo
Crawford, premieres on May 7
at 10 p.m. following the season
finale of Holly Robinson Peete’s
new docu-series “For Peete’s
Sake.”
In this all-new season, Evelyn,
her fiancé, L.A. Dodgers star Carl
Crawford, and their toddler son,
Leo, head back to their home
in Arizona for the off-season.
Tensions arise when Evelyn’s
22-year-old daughter, Shaniece,
finds herself feeling alone in LA
as she tries to launch her burgeoning modeling career, including a potential lucrative offer
from Bow Wow.
While mother and daughter
work out some deep-seeded issues in their relationship through
therapy, they’ll head to Houston
to spend the holidays with Carl’s
family, and venture back to their
Bronx-roots in NYC, for an emo-

Livin’ Lozada features Evelyn Lozada, her daughter Shanice Hairston
and son, Leo Crawford.
tional sit-down with celebrity
medium, John Edward.
Finally, as the big 4-0 approaches for Evelyn, she begins

to realize that her dream of conceiving another child with Carl
may come with a series of seemingly insurmountable challenges.
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piggly wiggly
April 13 - 19, 2016

110 East Academy
CANTON, MS
1150 East Peace St.
CANTON, MS

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

GROUND SEVERAL TIMES DAILY!

FRESH SMALL

FRESH
GROUND BEEF
$ 25

2

2

FRESH

NEW YORK
STRIP STEAK

1

10

USDA CHOICE BEEF

BONELESS
PORK CHOPS

$ 00

$ 00

MARKET STYLE

BRYAN REG. / THICK

1

2

PER LB.

COUNTRY PLEASIN

PORK
SAUSAGE

4

SLICED
BACON

SLICED
BOLOGNA

$ 49

3 $

/5

PACKED FRESH, PER LB.

$ 00

12 OZ. PKG.

SPRINGER MOUNTAIN

FRESH

FRESH FRYER

WHOLE
FRYERS

TENDER
BROCCOLI

THIGHS OR
DRUMSTICKS

1

1

BUNCH

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

PER LB.

$ 00

¢

$ 00

FRESH PRODUCE
FRESH SWEET

/1

1

EACH

2 $

$ 99
FRESH RIPE

FRESH RUSSET

POTATOES

¢

$ 00

$ 49

39

1

SAVE ON SELECT

DEANS DIPS

FRENCH ONION, SRIRACHA,
BUFFALO RANCH, 16 OZ .........................

/3
2$
/3

PIGGLY WIGGLY

SHREDDED
2$
CHEESE
.......................................

/3
SOUR CREAM $100
8 OZ.

DAISY

8 OZ. .....................................

/3

BRIGHT & EARLY

TOMATOES
4 PACK

45 OZ. BOWL

8 OZ.

CABBAGE
PER LB.

SPREAD
2$
MARGARINE
..............................

CREAM CHEESE
2$
APPETIZERS
.......................................

ORANGES

EACH

PIGGLY WIGGLY

PIGGLY WIGGLY

CHOICE CALIFORNIA NAVEL

CANTALOUPES

DAIRY & FROZEN
DEPARTMENTS

PER LB.

3

14 OZ.

PER LB.

PORK
NECKBONES

00

CRISP GREEN

WHOLE
FRYERS
$ 00

SOLD IN 2 PACK, PER LB.

USDA CHOICE BEEF

65

SPRINGER MOUNTAIN

PORK
SPARE RIBS
$ 25

FAMILY PACK, PER LB.

$

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday / 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

1574 West Government Blvd.
BRANDON, MS
Crossgates Shopping
Village

No Cards Needed To
Shop Our Low Prices

the price you see is the price
you pay at the register.
www.pigglywigglyms.com

PER LB.

225 Meadowbrook Rd.
JACKSON, MS
2875 McDowell Rd.
JACKSON, MS

2

8 LB. BAG

BREAKFAST
$ 00
DRINK
......................................
59 OZ.

1

SAVE ON

MC KENZIE'S
CHUB...............................
CORN
16 - 20 OZ.

80

¢

