
Jane Addams PTSA 
Board Meeting Agenda 

Monday, May 13, 2018 at 7pm in the Library 
 

1. Approve minutes from April 15 Board meeting, Kim Love 
 

2. Recognition of Julie Bradley as an “all-around volunteer extraordinaire.” Some of her contributions: 
communications, library, STEAM, traffic FOJAM, organizing recognition activities, and more! 

 
3. Committee Reports 

• Treasurer’s report, Paul Weinstein 
i. Separate restricted account created for JAMS Dream Big to keep those funds separate 

and clearly defined. 
ii. Still working on spending down line items. 

• Steam Fair recap and look ahead, Julie Bradley 
i. 20 outside exhibitors present in addition to student presenters and clubs and students 

in STEM, MESA classes. 
ii. About 440 people came.  
iii. This year didn’t have a “big ticket” presenter.  
iv. Going forward, with the District not sponsoring a middle science fair, there’s a question 

of what STEAM fair is for. Parent involvement seems to be waning with STEM and 
MESA involvement toned back. 

v. Looking for more ideas on engaging more students, where the focus has been on the 
STEM and MESA students. 

• Communications update, including translations, Julie Bradley 
i. 20-25 newsletter subscribers have indicated Spanish as their preferred language. 

There is a link on the newsletter to translate, and SPS has translations in more 
languages through the JAMS website. There is a volunteer willing to translate Spanish. 

ii. 34 languages are represented at JAMS, led by Spanish, Arabic, Tigrigna, and Somali. 
iii. Family mentorship program, maybe matching up by ethnicities/languages. 
iv. We’ll pick up the conversation later on reaching more families, particularly non-

native English speakers. 
• Community Outreach update, Friendly Vang-Johnson 

i. Friendly’s been meeting with families and researching district programs to increase 
equity and engagement. 

ii. Asks that we take on the issue of how to engage families, think about what the barriers 
are to engagement. View implicit bias videos. 

iii. Asks that PTSA affirm and sign on to the recent SCPTSA resolutions on engagement 
and equity. Friendly will circulate the resolutions electronically 

iv. Ask that the community outreach position is a board position to recognize and signal its 
fundamental importance in PTSA. The Outreach Chair is currently already listed as a 
Board Position in the Standing Rules. 

• Landscaping update, Colleen Weinstein 
i. We’ve received a $20k grant to fund construction docs for the campus running loop. 

There will be community input opportunity in June.  
ii. JAMS timeline for the levy improvements is still in question, but the district is looking 

for Request for qualifications, which means they’re moving pretty quickly 
1. Amphitheater, covered B-ball court, parking lot resurfacings 

iii. Saturday, May 18 is Environmental Stewardship day.  
iv. There’s still a need for project leaders. That’s also the Chipotle fundraising night from 

5-9. 



 
4. Ongoing Business 

• None 
 

5. New Business 
• Budget presentation and approval, Paul Weinstein 

i. Similar to last year’s budget with some key changes 
ii. We’ve got a projected surplus of about $50k for the close of the year on top of the $25k 

that we want to go into the next year with. 
iii. Increased building improvements line to $25k from the $15k from last year. 
iv. JAMS Dream Big will get its own restricted line 
v. Added $1500 to community building 
vi. Bank fees line item was increased to reflect current spending 
vii. Website line item reduced to reflect current costs 
viii. After School programs line item was decreased to reflect that the position is funded by 

levy dollars. 
ix. Ben moves that we approve the budget as presented by the budget committee. 

This will move on to the general membership for a approval vote. 
• Board transitions, Kathy Gerke 

i. Start transitioning with the incoming board members 
ii. Pass along notebooks, legal books, access to Drive.  
iii. Use Google drive to transition your materials as much as you can. 

 
6. Principal’s Report, Paula Montgomery 

• All the building cuts were restored.  
• Capitol levy includes a technology component. Every classroom should get a laptop cart, and 

they should live in the classroom. Families can also request to check out laptops over the 
summer. JAMS should be pretty high on the list given our FRL numbers. 

• SBA is in progress. 6th grade finished last week 
• Families and education levy just released qualifications for next year’s levies. 5 middle schools 

are currently being funded. JAMS is being invited to apply. 
• For the last week: teachers want to run normal schedules. 
• Leadership class next year will be led by Ms. Olivias 
• New Hires: Ms Lucas is moving to and elementary school and Mr Validas is retiring. They’ll be 

replaced by Max Tomada from Bryant and Courtney Hamilton from Washington. Sarah Taylor 
from Sacajawea is our new Distinct teacher (special education program). Lauren Walsh will be 
a Special Education teacher. Tess Williams from Rainier Beach will teach 7th grade Social 
Studies.  

 


