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Prez Prose

Jason VanOverbeke, President

To all USAFA Grads in the Minnesota area:

As 2021 disappears into the rear view mirror and we look 
forward to spring and the New Year, now is a good time 
to reflect on our AOG Chapter, the challenges and 
success we’ve had and establish goals for next year.  We 
all know the past nearly 20 months have not been easy, 
but we’ve endured and I have no doubt, we will 
reemerge in 2022 together and better than ever.

First of all, I would like to thank all of the TCAAOG 
Board members for the hard work and commitment they 
have made to help us be successful.  We have been 
recognized as a Distinguished Chapter every year since 
our founding and it would not be possible without the 
work the board members have put into our chapter. 
There are a lot of demands on our time, work, family, 
community involvement; nothing makes them come to 
our board meetings (almost) every month, but their own 
desire to be part of this organization.  My sincerest thank 
you to the Board for that steadfast dedication.   
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Secondly, I would like to thank each of you for being a part of the greater USAFA Grad 
community.  The TCAAOG was formed as a community service organization to provide 
social support and networking opportunities to USAFA Grads in our area and to the larger 
veteran and military community in the Twin Cities, Minnesota, Wisconsin and the Dakotas.  
We’re here to support you, but your participation and membership allows us to be as 
productive as we are.  It is no secret that COVID has put a damper on a lot of things, but I 
appreciate your flexibility and involvement as we all muddle through the challenges. 

Going into 2022, I plan to work so that the TCAAOG can continue to provide opportunities 
to create community and a supportive environment to our grads as well as host the activities 
you are used to seeing from this group.  We will continue to organize established events as 
we have in the past. Our focus is on executing and ensuring that what we choose to do, we 
do well.  In the next few months we will hold a Scotch Tasting (January), our Winter Dinner 
(Feb), and the Heritage Dinner (May).  They might not all be your cup of tea, but I can 
promise we have put the time and energy into making them enjoyable events and I hope 
you’ll join us when you can.

I look forward to making 2022 an amazing year for the TCAAOG and hope to see you in 
person soon. 

Jason VanOverbeke ‘03, President

Monthly Meeting Change

Our open membership and board meetings have been changed to the Third Tuesday of each 
month effective immediately.   The meetings begin at at 1730 and run until we finish. Social 
hour/socializing starts at 1700. All grads and parents club members are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. We welcome new ideas and people. We meet at the Bloomington  
VFW at 311 W. 84th St., Bloomington, MN 55420. (Between Nicollet & Lyndale)

Armed Forces Service Center At MSP
 
Most military, dependents, and retired services members are unaware of the Armed Forces 
Service Center(AFSC) at MSP airport,  located inside security at the entrance to the A 
Concourse on level two, in Terminal 1.
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The Armed Forces Service Center was founded on November 22, 1970 by Mrs Maggie 
Purdum, after her son died in Vietnam, to honor his service and sacrifice. In the 51 years it 
has existed, the Center has provided free food, shelter and services to over 1 million military 
guests. It was started in a very small room, but now has grown into a 5000 sq ft facility by 
the efforts from her and her family, and a myriad of people dedicated to service of others.
 
UNIQUE TO MINNESOTA
The AFSC is a one-of-a-kind nonprofit facility. It is supported by contributions( financial and 
in kind product donation) from various veterans' organizations, corporate and 
personal contributors. The AFSC has no affiliation with nor receives any funds from our 
respected counterparts at the USO. It is staffed fully, mainly by hundreds of volunteers who 
give of their time, willingly and graciously, to serve those who serve and have served. 
 
Open 365 days a year, we offer current traveling members of the US Armed Services--Active 
Duty, National Guard, Reservists, dependents, DoD, PHS employees Retires, former POW's, 
Medal of Honor and  Purple Heart Recipients-----a large lounge, TV, dining room, 
complimentary snacks and beverages, a playroom, and a business center with CAC reader, 
free Wi-Fi, iPads and copy machine. In addition to three bathrooms, a shower and free 
toiletries, the men's bunk room sleeps 30, and the women's bunk room sleeps 10, with a 
lactation station. Both bunk rooms have baby cribs. Some like to think of us as a Delta Sky 
Club for the military, just without the spirits!
 
AWARDS
In 2012, the AFSC was awarded the "Joining Forces Community Challenge" at the White 
House recognizing the years of service the AFSC has provided to military personnel and 
their dependents. Only 5 organizations were selected out of 300 noon-profits nationwide.
 
OTHER SERVICES PROVIDED

*Fallen Service Members( KIA or Stateside). 
The AFSC works with all branches of the local military to assist families of fallen service 
members enroute to Dover AFB, or returning home to Minnesota. The Center coordinates an 
offsite staging area with the military, airport police, and airlines to provide families needed 
privacy as they await the arrival of the fallen.
 
*Staging
The AFSC serves as a staging area for deployments, welcome home gatherings, recruits, 
training troops from around the country and regional troop call-ups.
 
* Wounded Troops
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The AFSC coordinates with VA Hospital and the TSA severely wounded program to provide 
respite or escorts for the military as a transit through the MSP airport.
 
 *Meet & Greets
The AFSC ``troop greeter" program was established in 2006, after receiving a satellite call 
from a Marine officer in Iraq, requesting assistance for 350 combat troops returning home 
from Hawaii. To date the AFCS  ``troop greeters" have rolled out mobile canteens at all 
hours to welcome combat troops, training troops,  serve ass host for the Twin Cities Honor 
Flight and assist the families of the fallen.
 
Our mailing address is 4300 Glumack Dr., LT A-2021, St Paul, MN 55111. Phone number 
612-726-9156. If you would like more information about the AFSC, or would consider 
volunteering, please visit our website: mnafsc.org. Applications are online.
 
The AFSC  is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization governed by a Board of Directors and 
registered with the State of Minnesota.
  
Denny Sultany ‘64

Chapter Events: Past And Future
 

In an effort to keep the membership informed of events that our Chapter sponsors or co-
sponsors, here is a list of the recently held ones: 
 
We held our Annual St. Croix River Cruise on 12 September this fall.  It was a beautiful night 
for a cruise and was attended by 40 grads, Parents Club members and families.  Next year 
we plan to open it up to the other Academy grads also in hopes of increasing attendees.
 
On 18 September, we “half-heartedly” publicized that a new family event was held in 
Jordan, Minnesota.  It was and will in the future be titled: Military Appreciation Day at the 
Farm.  I say “half-heartedly” because it was a new event for us and frankly, I knew little 
about it.  I have now made contact with the hosts and plan to publicize it better for the 17 
September 2022 planned date.  Mark your calendars for this new family event.
 
We did host a couple of Football parties, but attendance was so low that in the future we 
decided that we will host only major games.  Those will include Army, Navy and any AF 
Bowl games.  Note also that we are continually trying to get the Academy to schedule at 
least ONE HOCKEY game per year anywhere in our hockey state!  No luck so far, but it's 
NOT a dead issue.
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Sandy Carlson, ’80, hosted the annual Veterans Day Dinner at the Tavern 23 Restaurant in 
Edina on 11 November.  The attendance was only 15 of us, but we enjoyed a good meal and 
great camaraderie. (Note: the spelling is correct. I looked it up!) See accompanying picture.

As for future planned events: 
Please MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING SCHEDULED EVENTS:
 
The MN Parents Club President provided this information: “State Nights are no longer 
supported by the Academy.  They are suggesting donations to the Cadet Morale Fund to 
benefit the entire wing. 

We aren't giving up, however, and are planning the Frozen North Family Getaway for the 
weekend of the 28th, for the families of MN, Western WI, SD, and ND, as we had for the last 
State Night.  We are in the process of planning a dinner with the cadets on Thursday and 
activities over the weekend to include the hockey game(s) against Army.   As we get farther 
in our planning, we will share with you.
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29 January 2022:  Scotch Tasting at the home of Terry and Margaret Flower.  There will be a 
limit of 20 for this event so sign up early when the official notice goes out.
 
5 February:  The annual Lowell Inn Dinner in Stillwater is planned.
 
14 May: The annual Heritage / Founders Day Dinner is scheduled.  The speaker this year is 
the new Academy Commandant, Brig.Gen. Paul D. Moga, ’95 grad. This event is co-hosted 
with the MN Parents Club, but with a different format from past dinners.
 
STAY TUNED FOR ADDITIONAL PLANNED EVENTS AS WE PROGRESS THROUGH 
THE YEAR AND FOR UPDATED INFO ON THESE PLANNED EVENTS.
 
Please think seriously about these events and contact me personally if any of you have 
additional events that you think we should consider.
 
Tom Wilson, ‘61
President Emeritus

2022 Service Academy Network Breakfast Schedule

Here is a great way to network with service academy grads from all the academies.  
Convenient locations on both the east and west sides of the Twin Cities.

Service Academy Network Breakfast – Westside Version @ Kip’s
Friday, January 7th, 2022
Friday, February 4th, 2022
Friday, March 4th, 2022
Friday, April 1st, 2022
Friday, May 6th, 2022
Friday, June 3rd, 2022
Friday, July 1st, 2022
Friday, August 5th, 2022
Friday, September 2nd 2022
Friday, October 7th, 2022
Friday, November 4th, 2022
Friday, December 2nd, 2022
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Marriott West St Louis Park  
9960 Wayzata Boulevard  
Minneapolis, MN  55426  
952-544-4400
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/maps/travel/mspsp-minneapolis-marriott-west/
If you do not plan attend, there is no need to respond.  If you are planning on attending, a 
RSVP it is always appreciated to know whom is going to try to make it.
 
We will meet in Kip’s Authentic Irish Pub (952-367-5070). 
“Take Seats” for the breakfast will be at 0700 hours with the goal to be finished with the 
formal portion by 0745 hours.  This will be followed by informal networking and friendship 
building.  Come early!  And enjoy more fellowship!
 
Also, tell a classmate, company-mate or fellow service academy grad about it!
 
A few changes for this Covid World we live in…
 
All – Inclusive Buffet Breakfast - $17.00. 
• Each individual will pay $17.00 for their own breakfast
• Gratuity will be in included in the $17.00 price.
• Juice and Coffee is included

 
Any questions, please contact Michael Farley at 651-681-0777 or michael@ffpartners.com.
 
 
---------------------------------- Eastside Network Breakfast --------------------
 
East Metro Academy Breakfast
You are cordially invited to the East Metro Academy Breakfast the second Friday of every 
month (rain or shine). 
 
When: 7:00 AM
 
Service Academy Network Breakfast – Eastside Version @ Machine Shed
Friday, January 14th, 2022
Friday, February 11th, 2022
Friday, March 11th, 2022
Friday, April 8th, 2022
Friday, May 13th, 2022
Friday, June 10th, 2022
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Friday, July 8th, 2022
Friday, August 12th, 2022
Friday, September 9th 2022
Friday, October 14th, 2022
Friday, November 11th, 2022
Friday, December 9th, 2022
 
The location is:  The Machine Shed Restaurant in Lake Elmo.
 
Address:      8515 Hudson Boulevard
                   (I-94 & Inwood Ave - Hwy 13 exit 250)
                   Lake Elmo, MN 55042
 
Phone: 651.735.7436
Web: http://www.machineshed.com/restaurants/lake_elmo.asp
 
We’ll place orders at approximately 7:05 AM and then begin the formal/introduction 
segment of the gathering. 
Afterwards, everyone is welcome to stay as long as they like and continue to visit and/or 
network.
 
Any questions, please contact Michael Farley at 651-681-0777 or michael@ffpartners.com.
 

Webmaster Found!!

Bob Hockman ’89 has started training in with Bob Hickcox to become our new webmaster.  
He will support the http://www.triservicehub.com/ and http://www.tcausafaaog.org/ 
websites, along with the Facebook Group page, working with Rick Knoll on Facebook and 
Dave Carpentier on the webpages.  Thanks to Bob Hockman for taking on this important 
role and to Bob Hickcox for his long and faithful service.
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This Newsletter Is Possible Thanks To These Great Sponsors  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TCA AOG Key Personnel Roster

Twin Cities Area Chapter - USAFA Association of Graduates December 2021 

Chapter Officers

Board Members (10) with term expiration included:

Committee Chairpersons

President Jason VanOverbeke ’03 (Holli) 612-382-2602 jasonvanoverbeke@mac.com

Vice President Chris Sedlacek ’97 301-310-3716 csedlacek97@gmail.com

Secretary Bob Youngquist '72 (Jo) 651-398-2802 bobyoungq@aol.com

Treasurer Rick Knoll ’65 (Kathe) 952-518-3737 rickknoll@msn.com

Legal Advisor Charlie Nelson ’96 (Vanessa) 952-240-2784 mustabusa@gmail.com

President Emeritus Tom Wilson ‘61 651-275-5167 twil906k@aol.com

Terry Flower '64 (2022) (Margaret) 651-437-2005 tfflower@stkate.edu

Rick Knoll ’65 (2022) (Kathe) 952-518-3737 rickknoll@msn.com

Bob Youngquist '72 (2022) (Jo) 651-398-2802 bobyoungq@aol.com

Denny Sultany ’64 (2023) 612-221-1821 dennissultany@gmail.com

Mike Riess ‘67 (2023) 612-281-4920  mtriess44@gmail.com

Jason VanOverbeke ’03 (2023) Holli 612-382-2602 jasonvanoverbeke@mac.com

Tom Wilson ’61 (2024) 651-275-5167 twil906k@aol.com

Chris Sedlacek ’97 (2024) 301-310-3716 csedlacek97@gmail.com

Pete Swanson ’95  (2024) (Angela)                         612-810-1546 swanyafa95@gmail.com

Zach Turcotte ’00 (2024) (Jessica) 701-610-1736 myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

Advanced Education Terry Flower ‘64 tfflower@stkate.edu

ALO Programs Bill Fields ‘99 228-229-0678 bfields701@gmail.com

Financial and Budget Rick Knoll ’65/Terry Flower ‘64 See above

Fundraising Open

Membership Zach Turcotte ‘00 myzteriouzly@hotmail.com

Parents’ Club Coord Bob ’89 & Christine Hockman 952-233-1588 bckswhock@msn.com
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