
God On Trial 18:28-19:16 
MAIN THING
Stand For Truth In A Culture Driven By Emotion

SCRIPTURE
John 18:28-19:16, 2 Timothy 2:23, Ephesians 4:15

ICEBREAKER
Have you ever been in a discussion on social media that, somehow, turned into a full-on battle?  What was the 
discussion?  How did it get to that point?  How did it make you feel?  Did anyone even feel like there was a resolution?

OPENING THOUGHT
As an avid Star Wars fan, I was always annoyed by the “If you’re not with me, you’re my enemy” mentality of the Sith.  
The Sith were the practicers of the Dark side of the force.  They drew their power from evil, their emotions, and a desire 
for power. They were always at war.  There’s a terrifying similarity to that mindset today.  People lead with their emotion 
and are, typically, unwilling to be swayed or listen to reason if you don’t agree with them.  Many times, this leads to a mob 
mentality that has hurt friendships, families and even churches.  In this study, we will talk about how to stand for truth in 
such a crazy environment.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What was one thing that stood out to you from this weekend’s message?

2. Jesus was crucified, because Pontius Pilate gave into fear of an emotional mob. He even stated that he had no basis 
for a charge against Him. Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you were feeling pressure to decide against 
what you know is right, simply because of the crowd around you? What happened?

3. There was a mob shouting for Pilate to crucify Jesus, even though most of them had no idea why. In America, we have 
“mobs”  that accuse, shout and condemn whoever they have decided is “guilty,” even with little evidence and going only 
on what other people say. How is the Christian to live in this kind of culture where truth is shouted down and pushed to the 
side?

4.  In John 19:12, we see the mob shift tactics. Up until this verse, Pilate was unwilling to crucify Jesus. What did they do 
here that convinced Pilate to change his mind and give in to them?

LIFE APPLICATION
5. We live in very divided, controversial, judgmental times. People are quick to label each other, assume a “if you’re not 
with me you’re against me” mentality, and use insults/mockery rather than truth to get their points across. Read 2 Timothy 
2:23. Give some examples of foolish and stupid arguments that tempt you to get into with others that differ from you.

CHALLENGE
As a group, read Ephesians 4:15. What does it mean to “speak the truth in love?” Many of us tend towards one or the 
other. Some of us are heavy on the truth side, sacrificing the love. Some of us are heavy on the “love” side, sacrificing the 
truth. Which one are you? How can you live out Ephesians 4:15 in a culture of division, emotion, and mob mentality?


