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SCRIPTURE
Matthew 1:1-25, James 1:27, Romans 8:14-17

ICEBREAKER
Out loud, say the word, “Orphan”.  What is the first thing that comes to your mind?  Everybody share a 
one-word answer that describes what you think of when you hear that word.

OPENING THOUGHT
Adoption is used throughout the Bible.  We are adopted by God through Christ.  We are the adopted 
brothers and sisters of Christ.  True religion looks out for widows and orphans.  Today, we are going to 
work through this whole concept of adoption, and what it means for the Christian.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What was one thing that stood out to you from this weekend’s message?

2. Scan Matthew 1:1-16. You see that the first fifteen verses list “so and so, the FATHER of . . . “ and so 
on. However, in verse sixteen, what is different? What word appears in verse sixteen that doesn’t appear 
in verses 1-15?

3. Read Matthew 1:18-25. What actions did Joseph take towards Jesus in these verses? List them.

4. Read Romans 8:14-17.  Adoption is written through the entire Bible, including the adoption of Jesus. 
What does it mean to you when the Bible says that all of us who were orphans have been adopted into 
God’s family through Jesus death on the cross?

LIFE APPLICATION
5. Dave identified four levels of orphan care.
They are: 1) Sponsorship, 2) Mentoring, 3) Foster Care, and 4) Adoption.  
At Catalyst, we have the goal of every member being at least at level one when it comes to orphan care. 
If you are not already engaged in orphan care, what is stopping you from engaging in what James 1:27 
says is one of THE primary forms of pure religion?

CHALLENGE
Is there a way that this group can engage in orphan care? Possibilities include the group sponsoring a 
foster/adoptive family, sponsoring a child in the Catalyst orphanage, etc.  Discuss what that looks like for 
you group, and how you can begin the journey of orphan care together.  


