
 Pat and Pat Hanifin of Hinton, WV, have 
been friends of the Farm from the beginning.  First 
introduced to Bethlehem Farm by Caretaker Russ 
Plywaczynski and Fr. Arthur Bufogle at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Hinton back in 2005, they joined 
Bethlehem Farmers at a community night dinner 
and were impressed.  When he was asked about that 
first night at the Farm, Pat said, “I left thinking it’s a 
wonderful place…meeting young people who had 
spent 4 or 6 years in [postsecondary education], 
leaving that academic environment to help others 
and contribute to efforts to make others’ lives better.”   
The Hanifins love the fellowship of community nights 
and the opportunity to meet young people who are 
giving of their time, money, and effort to help others.  Pat continued, “I admire the willingness of 
young people to take this period of their lives to enrich other’s lives.  [Our Faith] says you should live 
[as disciples]-and here, I saw it in action.  It’s one thing to give a little money, or a little time; it’s more 
to give effort, but all three?  Nonexistent, in my life’s experience.”  
 Pat grew up in Hinton, but he moved away to find work in the computer software industry.  
After 30 years in Florida, the Hanifins decided to return to Hinton in their retirement, as (Lady) Pat 
loved the area.        (continued on page 2)
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Save the Date!
Bethlehem Farm’s an-
nual Benefit will take 
place at St. Ignatius Col-
lege Prep in Chicago on 
December 10, 2011. 
Our theme this year 
is Let Us Build a House 
Where Love Can Dwell. 
Enjoy drinks, desserts, a 
silent auction, and best 
of all, time with your 
friends from the Farm! 
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 For me, one of the greatest joys and most 
meaningful parts of working at Bethlehem 
Farm has been the opportunity to befriend 
many different people in the local community. 
Among the people that I have gotten to know 
best in my time here are Sandy and Tinker 
Cales. One of the saddest parts of living here, 
then, is when such good friends pass away…
so it is with great sadness that the Farm has 
had to say good-bye to our friend Tinker.  
 We first worked with Sandy and Tinker 
in the summer of 2009, when Ashley spent 
many group weeks painting their daughter’s 
house. I remember that volunteers kept 

saying the same things over and over during our 
Thursday evening shared prayer: “I experienced God in a powerful way in Sandy and Tinker this 
week. They really showed me what hospitality means.” “Meeting Sandy and Tinker was really 
wonderful. When they told us to make ourselves at home in their house, you could tell that 
they really meant it.”  And so on.  
 I am glad that I got to know Sandy and Tinker very well after working with them in the 
spring of 2010. Their friendship will always come to mind when I think of my time at the Farm. 
       (continued on page 3)
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PAT AND PAT (continued from page 1)
They are very involved in the local community, and their volunteer commitments - which 
include the Patriot Guard Riders, the Elks, the Hinton Railroad Museum, the Toy Fund, 
maintenance at St. Pat’s Church and Mausoleum, caring for two elderly women, and fixing 
lawnmowers for neighbors (including Bethlehem Farm) - often exceed 40 hours a week.                                                
 Pat and Pat formed a close relationship with Bethlehem Farm in our early days, 
helping  to build our supply shed (in winter!) and repair the “house in the fields” roof, 
assisting Colleen and her crew in putting on a roof for a local homeowner, and enlisting 
Farm volunteers to help with a repair project at St. Patrick’s. Pat is also one of the people 
we call when we need ideas on the right person to call on for a tough job. Pat and Pat are 
always there for us and our neighbors when we need a hand.  
 Pat said that she has seen Bethlehem Farm “improving the quality of life for the 
people they’ve worked for and [the community, through] their involvement in Loaves 
and Fishes.”  Pat and Pat have also adopted Bethlehem Farm’s value of simplicity by eating 
vegetarian meals one night a week. The Hanifins would like to leave you with one final 
thought:  “An eye for an eye doesn’t work-forgiveness does.” And that is a lesson we can all 
take home!

Exits and Entrances 
                   by Laura and Mariana  
          We were sad to see Brent Fernandez leave us this summer after giving the Farm 
almost two years of his life. Brent was instrumental in the creation and maintenance of 
the Loaves and Fishes gardens while serving as the Director of the Loaves and Fishes 
Thrift Store. Brent will be remembered for his music, his corny jokes, and his truly 
entertaining breakfast announcements, complete with microphones and magic tricks 
(with string attached, of course).
    This summer saw three new 
Caretakers join the Farm community! 
Moira Reilly, originally of Maine, 
joined us in May after visiting the 
Farm many times during her 4 years 
as a campus minister for West Virginia 
University. Moira has been hard at 
work learning and leading home 
repair, caring for the animals, reaching 
out to the community, and planning 
retreats and other spiritual events. At 
the end of July we welcomed Mariana 
Lo, who is from California by way 
of Chicago. After serving with the 
Capuchin Franciscan Volunteer Corps in Chicago last year, Mariana is putting her skills 
to use at the Farm as office manager, home repair site leader, newsletter editor, and 
sustainability coordinator. A few weeks later, Bridget Dignan moved in after 9 years of 
working at the Olneyville Housing Corporation in Providence, RI. Bridget now works 
part-time at Loaves and Fishes as well as helping with the garden and animals.

New Caretakers Bridget, Moira, and Mariana

You can contribute to the success of the Chicago Benefit with the donation of a silent auction item!  
We are particularly interested in handcrafted items (such as pottery, paintings, quilts, woodwork), exclusive experiences 

(like a stay at a cabin or timeshare), and items unique to the Chicago area (like gift certificates, sports and cultural tickets).
Contact Laura (caretakers@bethlehemfarm.net) if you would like to contribute.

CALL FOR SILENT AUCTION ITEMS

Veronica Bustoz
Brittney Sidoti

Tim Pisacich
Francis Mahlie

Anna Robertson
Katie Wiggins

Maggie Henderson
Brent Brown
Mary Renda

Teresa Kuppinger
Carley Knapp

Jessi Beck
Lauren LaCoy 

Elizabeth Reid
Michael Deines

Jenna Cucco
Paul Gawlas

Richard Storey
Chelsea Tanous 
James Haskell
Colleen Doyle

Many thanks to our 2011 

Summer Servants

Do you (or someone you know) 
have skills in home repair and basic 

carpentry? Do you want to serve others? 
Does living in community appeal to 

you? Bethlehem Farm is looking for a 
new Caretaker to take over Joe’s position 

as Project Coordinator. 

Interested applicants should call 
Laura at 304-445-7143 or email 

hiringcoordinator@bethlehemfarm.net.

WANTED: 
Project Coordinator     

Will you be my Project Coordinator?



      The Labyrinth  
        by Ashley 

 “It’s not a maze,” I tell the 
volunteers, as we walk up the hill 
carrying pick-axes and water bottles. 
“You can’t make a wrong turn.” 
 Two summers ago my friend 
Andy Trares (a Summer Servant at 
the time) and I were walking up the 
hill toward the House in the Fields. 
It was community night, and people 
were dancing on the basketball court 
to Tim O’Farrell’s fiddle tunes. Tom 
Ruggaber, then Chairperson of the 

BF Board, asked us what we were doing. “We’re going to build a labyrinth,” I said, “like 
the one that Andy and I both enjoyed at college.” Andy followed up by pointing to the 
hill, “We’re thinking that will be a good spot.” Tom said that he’d heard that there once 
was a labyrinth at our very destination. Roxy bounded around as we kicked through 
the tall field grass. Without Tom’s suggestion, it’s likely we would not have found the 
ruts, but with awe-filled smiles, we did.
 For a year and a half now I have led groups of volunteers to uncover the path left to us by members 
of the former Catholic Worker community. Many begin the back-breaking work with no knowledge of 
what a labyrinth is - aside from a few who have cited the 1986 David Bowie flick of the same title. Before 
beginning, I pull a beat-up printout of a labyrinth from the pocket of my overalls and hold it up to the 
design dug into the ground before us. “It’s basically a way to go for a walk without having to worry about 
where you’re going,” I say. “They’ve been used for spiritual practice for centuries by many different cultures.”
 Many groups claimed they would “finish” the digging by the end of the week.  I honored their 
enthusiasm by offering the chore each day, but even I doubted that the end would ever be in sight.  
Although there is still at least a year of work left, I am happy to report that every inch of the half mile has 
been graced by the shovel of manual labor and the path is now completely uncovered.  A special thanks to 
Tim Pisacich, a recent Summer Servant, for his ownership of the project.  I hope this “whimsical” addition to 
the Farm grounds will never again be overtaken by the field grasses, but will instead provide years of future 
visitors joy in exploring themselves and the Farm from a new perspective.  
 For more information about labyrinths, visit www.labyrinthsociety.org.
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FAREWELL (continued from page 1)
They have taught me a lot about generosity and about hospitality; they are the kind of people who are 
always spending their time helping others. They also taught me what it means to love and to be devoted to 
someone for your entire life. 
 Tinker died on August 9th, 2011 after many years of suffering from congestive heart failure. All of 
us at the Farm only ever knew him while he was sick, but based on the stories that the volunteers heard him 
tell, it was obvious that he was full of energy and vigor during the years when he was 
healthy.   When we met him, Tinker had to use a scooter to get most places, and he 
was often unable to leave the house for long periods of time because the weather 
would aggravate his condition. It has struck me in the time since his passing, though, 
that never once did I hear him utter one word of complaint or bitterness about his 
condition. Tinker always exuded a spirit of joy and friendliness to those around him, 
and Sandy always took the best of care of him. When you met Sandy and Tinker, you 
could tell that they were still very much in love. I feel very blessed to have had the 
opportunity to be friends with both of them. On behalf of all the caretakers and the 
extended Farm family, I offer them many thanks for being such an important part of 
our community.  
 And Tinker, make sure to send some blessings our way from your new home. 

At the edge of the labyrinth.

Tip: Don’t have buttermilk? Use 1 Tbsp lemon juice 
or vinegar mixed into 1 c milk; let stand 5 minutes.

CHEDDAR SCALLION DROP BISCUITS
21/4 c all-purpose flour
21/2 tsp baking powder
2 tsp sugar
3/4 tsp baking soda
1 tsp salt
6 Tbsp cold unsalted butter, diced
6 oz Cheddar cheese, grated (11/2 c)
3 scallions, finely chopped
1 c well-shaken buttermilk

1. Whisk together dry ingredients. 

2. Blend in butter with fingers, fork, or 
pastry cutter until mixture has the texture 
of coarse meal. 

3. Add Cheddar and scallions. 

4. Stir in buttermilk until just combined.

5. Drop dough into 12 equal portions 2” 
apart on a buttered baking sheet. 

6. Bake at 450° F until golden, 18-20 mins.

Adapted from Gourmet, January 2002.

Recipes from home...



     Big news on the new building front! As word spread 
about our building plans, Nazareth Farm board member 
Marv Nieport introduced us to his friend, green architect 
Chip Williamson. 
   Chip volunteered his time to sit with us and really 
understand our organization and mission. He 
recommended that we step back for a moment before 
committing the resources that buildings naturally require. 
He said that the building we create should naturally flow 
from our deepest need in serving our constituents, based 
on our core values, purpose, and core strength.
         The Board and Caretakers acknowledged that we have 
built service-retreat and home repair programs of which 
we are very proud, but this progress has sometimes come 
at the expense of healthy living and working conditions 
for the Caretakers. If the Caretaker Community burns out, 
then the Bethlehem Farm mission will suffer. We agreed 
that the better future we are seeking for Bethlehem Farm 
is to have a vibrant, healthy Caretaker Community serving 
our mission. 
          As we surveyed what it would take to reach that better 
future, there were several needs that came to the surface. 
Almost half of these needs pointed to the lack of a private, 
dedicated living space for the Caretaker Community, 
since they currently reside in the retreat house. 
     Therefore, a Caretaker Community House will be 
one of our top priorities moving forward. We believe 
filling that need will allow for the healthy formation, 
development and support of the 
Caretaker Community, which can 
then respond to the expressed needs 
of our constituents, building on our 
core strength, purpose and core 
values. Chip also pointed out a way 
that we could build the Caretaker 
Community House first, without 
having to build a garden shed or tear 
down the old house. More details to 
come!
   We are deeply appreciative of 
everyone who has given donations 
to help move the Bethlehem Farm 
mission forward. Please consider 
using the enclosed envelope or the 
DonateNow button on our website to 
contribute today. 

  Mission 
     Statement:

Bethlehem Farm is a 
Catholic community 

in Appalachia that 
transforms lives 

through service with 
the local community 
and the teaching of 

sustainable practices. 
We invite volunteers 

to join us in living the 
Gospel cornerstones 

of community, prayer, 
service and simplicity.

 Caretaker 
   Community:

Bridget Dignan
Colleen Fitts

Eric Fitts
Mariana Lo
Joe Prieboy
Moira Reilly

Laura Zerhusen

 Board 
    Members:

Vern Bedel
Katie Feise

Eric Fitts
Gary Howieson

Kate Kosydar
Allison Leigh

Dale Luitjohan
Katie Noonan

Frederick Pratt
Tom Ruggaber

Jana Strom
Julie Tracy

by Eric Fitts, Director

Printed on 100% post-
consumer recycled paper
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Check us out online!
www.bethlehemfarm.net

Questions and comments regarding this publication 
and/or  article submissions can be sent to the editor, 

Mariana Lo, at caretakers@bethlehemfarm.net

by our friends at PostNet 
in Lewisburg, WV.

Building Update

Please consider becoming a monthly donor! It allows 
us to spend less time in the office fundraising and more 

time working in the community.

(MAY ‘11)

$45,978

(NOV ‘10)

(FEB ‘11)

$64,982

$24,186

$80,000
(GOAL)

2010-2011 Total: 
$81,658!

 

Special thanks for
your extra generosity

Dominican Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart Convent

Plum Creek Foundation
Tom & Pat Ruggaber

Robert & Pauline Hanich
The Kuban Family

Michael P. Bergeron Foundation
Ruth Payne & Linda Wesp

Bike and Build, Inc.
St. Michael Church (Wheaton, IL)

John & Chris Marasi
Mary Ellen & Bob Fitts

Katie Feise
Kera & Scott McNelis

Anne Barnes & Joe Hofmann
Diane & Tom Murray

Will & Pat Reilly
Tom & Kathy Buck

Scott & Joann Haner
Carrie & Andrew Archual


