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A WARM WELCOME BACK to all of you who
call Fire Island home! This list goes well beyond the
folks who have beach houses here. It also includes
the regulars who work or vacation here, others who
may visit if only for a few hours at a time, and those
who may have not set foot on the island’s sand for
years but still remember the place fondly. Fire Island
is home to all of us who hold this place dear inside
our hearts.
In this spirit, our opening issue of the season
includes Anika Lanser writing about one Fire Islander
who ventured to South Korea covering the Olympics
for her own job in the media; Savannah Doviak tells
another Fire Islander’s story as he repairs a friend’s
home in St. John after one of the past season’s great
storms; and freshman reporter Danielle Lipiec says
farewell to a special woman who left an impact on
Fire Island, even if she only stepped upon our shores
a few times at most.
Told in both words and pictures, we have tried to
catch you up on all that transpired on this island over
the past few months, whether it made regional headlines or not. Since the FIN staff is our family, we
have taken some time to introduce new faces, and
fill you in on what the rest of us have been up to. It is
also a pivotal election year, both on Fire Island and
throughout the country, so this is a topic of discussion we will revisit frequently in one context or
another over much of the summer.
Of course, it is also Memorial Day Weekend.
We thank Henry Clemmens and Bethany Young
for contributing a most thought-provoking op-ed to
this edition of our paper. For if we fail to welcome
home the men and women who served our nation
with dignified employment upon their return to our
shores, then honoring the fallen becomes a hollow
gesture indeed.
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ON THE COVER:
Photo by Susan Kravitz
Troy Files helps spruce up the CG Post Office
for the coming season, with Cherry Grove
Postmistress Betty Faraci looking on.
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A ROU N D & A B OUT >>

B
 rave Saltaire lifeguards take a polar plunge in frigid ocean waters in January!
(Courtesy Saltaire Library)

O
 n the heels of Sandy’s fifth-year anniversary, Davis Park Marina takes a beating
from Philippe. (Courtesy Davis Park Association)

Water pipes for Water Island with Brookhaven Chief Fire Marshal Christopher Mehrman, SCWA Director
of Construction/Maintenance Paul Kuzman, SCWA Board Chairman James F. Gaughran, Brookhaven Town
Supervisor Ed Romaine and SCWA Superintendent of Distribution Charles McLaughlin. (Courtesy Suffolk
County Water Authority)

R
 ichie Schelling in an ugly Christmas sweater.
(Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)

Volunteers take center stage on Love Your Park Day at Robert Moses. (Photo by Craig Low)

T he deer herd wades through bay waters after Nor’easter
Riley. (Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)
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Continued

The Palms Bay Sunset Camera

CJs Downtown

N
 or’easter Grayson causes whiteout conditions shortly after New Year’s Day. (Courtesy Palms Hotel)

Actor Joseph Smith recreates the persona of Augustin
Fresnel at Fire Island Lighthouse last November. (Photo by
Shoshanna McCollum)

C
 old March winds kept the St. Patrick’s party indoors at CJ’s. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)

A small aircraft makes a hard landing on the beach in January.
(Photo by Lauren Chenault)

After the 2017 season came to a close, Ocean Beach Police Station made its move
to the basketball courts. (Photo by Lauren Chenault)
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SH O PPIN G A R OUN D >>

“Bizness Newz”

 elcome aboard Brownie Companies as our newest island advertiser. Working with
W
you should be an “uplifting” experience. (Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)

“ Rock me mama like a wagon wheel…” Shopping for necessities at
Ocean Beach Hardware. (Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)
BEFORE

AFTER

Speaking of brownies, one of the most prominent changes in the Ocean Beach business district has been the transformation of Rachel’s Restaurant and Bakery. The old
building held many memories. Old-timers will remember it as the ice cream shop known as John & Ann’s. Others will remember it as Mike the Greek’s. Builders from
Sweden known as the Pederson Brothers made a name for themselves in Ocean Beach early on, building open structures that bathed rooms in natural light. Rachel
Doering made some history herself with the “cookie case” that made global headlines. With this impressive structure built with 21st century needs in mind, she has
spearheaded change once again. This is one story that is to be continued. (Photos by Lauren Chenault)
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Meet & Greet: Fire Island News Staff 2018
By Shoshanna McCollum
Every year is a new beginning here at
FIN columnists, by and large,
Fire Island News. We have had nine
are working professional journallong months to rest up and improve
ists, and it is not uncommon to see
ourselves – and there is always a fresh
their bylines elsewhere in the Long
crop of new talent that decided to join
Island/NYC metro region. Such
us and make our newspaper even betis the case with Bradlee White,
ter! Much has changed, yet the thread
who wrote for Fire Island News
of continuity remains unbroken.
when it was under prior ownerNew Kids on the Block: Say helship a decade ago. Bradlee is still
lo to the new FIN reporters! Emma
in the game, and we are pleased to
Boskovski is a Bay Shore girl who
have her back writing the Kismet
knows Fire Island well. She has been a
column.
Point O’Woods lifeguard, and she and
Sometimes tides take a differher mother swam the Maggie Fischent turn, and in this spirit we weler Memorial Great South Bay Cross
come John Burke who comes to
Bay Swim more than once. She has
us from another publication. John
Marathon Man
won several Long Island Press Club
will write his column under his
Chris Mercogliano
Student Division Media Awards
nom de plum, Sybil Brunwhile attending Bay Shore
cheon – but also reporting
High School. Emma is presentunder his given name as well.
ly attending State University of
Blogger, podcaster, and perNew York at Geneseo as a comformance artist John’s reputamunications major, and will be
tion extends well beyond our
entering her second year.
shores. It is a pleasure to have
Danielle Lipiec is also a
him aboard.
Long Island girl. She is presSean Fitzthum joins the
ently attending University of
FIN team as a staff photogMassachusetts Amherst, workrapher. Fitzthum is also a
ing towards her journalism and
Long Island native, and after
communications degree, and
a decade of serving with the
Emma Boskovski
will be entering her junior year.
U.S. Army, and later an aero“I’ve recently been heavily invested in Marvel mov- space engineer based in Washington, D.C., he is
ies,” says Danielle. Her family loved vacationing happy to be home. Working as a freelance photograon Fire Island so much they eventually decided to pher since 2011, his impressive list of clients include
purchase in the community of Seaview, proving the WBAB, Newsday, Twitter, Facebook, Ferrari, Maselocal adage still holds true – the renter of today is the rati, Mastercard, Project9Line, and Branded Cities.
homeowner of tomorrow.
Old Friends: As Timothy Bolger’s career and
Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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responsibilities continue to grow with Long Island
Press, we have promoted him to the role of FIN columnist. “Eye on FI” will discuss all things that are
important to Fire Island, whether transpiring here on
the beach, or over in Washington D.C. You will still
see his reporter byline in our paper from time to time
as well.
Going into her third season with us, Anika Lanser is now our senior reporter. She graduates from
Vassar University this spring with a bachelor’s
degree in sociology. She begins a promising job with
Teacher-in-Residence at Achievement First Endeavor Middle School in Brooklyn later this summer, as
she studies for her master’s degree with Relay Graduate School of Education.
Sierra Club Long Island named columnist Karl
Grossman “Environmentalist of the Year” last February. “The award, recognizes a person who strives
to make Long Island a better and greener place to
live,” read a statement of the Nassau/Suffolk-based
regional chapter of the national organization. They
cited Grossman’s “investigative reporting for more
than 50 years especially on issues related to the
environment and nuclear energy,” as determining
factors to receiving this honor. In October, Grossman also contributed to an anthology, entitled “War
and the Environment Reader” published by Just
World Books.
Speaking of books, History columnist Thomas
McGann released his second book, “Chance,”
last December. Tom’s first book was a children’s
book, entitled “The Riddle of Riddles,” in 2015.
“Chance” however is a novel for an adult audience.
“A three-time national motocross champion named
Chance has a run-in with a motorcycle gang. Violence ensues. Will Chance seek vengeance or will
love redeem him?” reads the teaser on Amazon. FIN
Book Review columnist Rita Plush will be writing a
review of Tom’s work later this season.
Not one to keep still, photographer Robert Sherman has participated in not one, but two gallery
exhibitions – including a one-man show in Naples,
Italy, entitled “Necessary Music,” featuring his gritty
New York City street photography in December; as
well as a group show called “I’m With the Band” at
1650 Gallery in Los Angeles, California, last March.
We are proud of the accomplishments of all our
staff, and that extends to the co-owners of Fire Island
News. Wearing Number 6647, Chris Mercogliano successfully crossed the finish line of the New
York City Marathon last November. He finished the
race in only about four and a half hours, and made it
look easy. Not all journeys are run wearing running
shoes however. Laura Mercogliano was named to
the Board of Directors of Discover Long Island in
January of 2018. Discover Long Island is the official
tourism promotion agency for travel and tourism in
Nassau and Suffolk counties. Be it lighthouses, wineries, or where to stay while visiting them tourism
generates $5.6 billion in our region annually. Board
appointees are selected for the industry experience
they bring to the table, and we know Laura will have
much to offer in this important role.
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OP-ED: Hiring Veterans as Strategic Assets
By Henry Clemmens and Bethany Young
AS OF 2017, THERE WERE 20.4 million veterans
in the United States, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, this is 8 percent of the total population today. Yet, according to this source, veterans
have a higher unemployment and underemployment
rate than their civilian counterparts. This article will
discuss the benefits of hiring veterans and why they
should be considered “strategic assets” to hiring
managers and human resource professionals.
Strategic Assets
Strategic assets are assets that a company/business needs for it to remain competitive and profitable. Not having access to, or not utilizing, strategic
assets can put the future of the business in jeopardy.
A strategic asset can be a specific manufacturing process or access to needed production resources, but it
is widely held that the most important asset to any
business is its employees. It follows that the employees can be considered strategic assets in general, and
a veteran’s unique skills, abilities and experience can
be an even greater strategic asset when properly recognized and utilized.
Why Hire Veterans?
All businesses recognize skills they see as essential
to their operations. Some are universal, such as computer skills or language ability. Others are specific to
the business or industry itself, such as operating heavy
machinery or analyzing financial statements. When
looking at a veteran’s resume, it is important for human resource professionals to realize that most (if not
all) veterans bring an entire general skill set with them
that any company would benefit from. Some (but not
all) of these skills are adaptability, problem solving
skills, attention to detail, security qualifications, loyalty, a sense of community, perspective, integrity, and
sometimes, government provided benefits.
For example, when veterans leave the service
they are looking for a career, especially after attending college. When they find a good career fit they
tend to stay. This loyalty stems from the loyalty to
the military, the nation and their units while in the
service. This is a benefit to companies that already
invest in their employees because the risk of losing a
veteran employee is somewhat less. Investing in employees requires extra effort to make sure they don’t
lose them – businesses need to “value” their assets.
The inherent loyalty of veterans increases the likelihood that the business will get a good return on their
“investment,” particularly in the long term.
Another skill to highlight briefly would be adaptability. Men and women in the military live a life
of constant change, forcing them to adapt to shifting
circumstances on a moment’s notice, even making
life or death decisions in a split second. This translates to the business world very easily; for example,
meeting changing deadlines, dealing with operational or supply chain bottlenecks and/or working for
multiple managers all with different leadership goals
and styles. These are just two examples of how the

general skills that veterans carry home from military
service can be positively translated into skills in the
business world.
In addition to general skills, veterans also bring
a long list of very specific skills with them as well.
There are currently over 190 different jobs available
in the U.S. Army alone – from motor vehicle mechanic, to satellite technician to linguist. Depending on the
needs of a given business, odds are there is a veteran
to fill a specific role. To illustrate, every branch of the
military has medical personnel, every job in a hospital, doctor’s office, pharmacy or clinic is currently being done in the military already. The military trains,
tests and licenses doctors, nurses, x-ray technicians,
respiratory therapists and many other medical specialties. Additionally, veterans returning to the civilian
workforce bring years of work experience along with
the certifications and licenses, saving both time and
money in the hiring process.
Hiring Practices and Legal Issues
Should companies seek out and hire veterans? As
stated above the answer is yes, of course, but there
are other reasons why this should be the case. Veterans are a close-knit community and many belong
to veteran’s organizations. There is a great deal of
networking that happens at these organizations, as
veterans are always looking to help each other, therefore hiring veterans can lead to an ongoing recruitment pool of talent that is also sustainable.
As of March 24, 2015, veterans were legally defined as a protected class under federal law due to
changes in the Vietnam Era Veteran’s Readjustment
Assistance Act. This act requires any company conducting business with the federal government to
employ veterans protected by the act and prohibits
discrimination against veterans. This also means that
veterans are protected under affirmative action.
Socially Responsible Hiring
In the wake of Enron, AIG and other corporate
scandals, there is a new interest in ensuring that corporations are also good citizens and that they act ethically
and responsibly as members of the greater community. The most important act of corporate social responsibility is the responsibility to people. Protecting
people, providing jobs and improving the community
by re-investing in infrastructure are just some of the
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ways a business can be socially responsible. Hiring
veterans is looked upon favorably in most communities as veterans are held in high regard throughout the
country. Hiring veterans will not only provide tangible results as illustrated above, but can also generate
intangible results as well as good will and generate a
favorable opinion in the community of the company.
One Veteran’s Story
A female soldier (who served in Iraq with one
of the co-authors) was trained as an x-ray technician
through the Army. As a reservist she began working
in her field in a medium sized local hospital while
continuing to go to school. After receiving her master’s degree in health care administration, she was
hired by Northwell Health, the largest employer on
Long Island, serving as the director of radiology and
cardiology at two of the hospitals in the health network. She was hired as a direct result not only of her
academic qualifications and her job experience in the
military, but also as a direct result of an ongoing veteran’s hiring program conducted by that health system. She is now actively involved in the hiring and
retention of veteran employees as well.
Conclusion
Veterans bring both a unique set of universal
skills as well as a vast array of job specific skills that
can and should be considered assets by any business.
They should absolutely be considered a strategic asset to companies looking to remain competitive and
profitable. Furthermore, at any given time less than
1 percent of the population is actively serving in the
military. If the men and women who all volunteer to
put themselves in harm’s way for everyone else cannot be considered a strategic asset when they return
home … who can?
Henry Clemmens is currently employed as a sergeant
in the Ocean Beach Police Department, and served
as a combat medic and air defense crewman in the
U.S. Army (active and reserve) from 1985-2012.
Bethany Young served as a radio operator in the U.S.
Navy from 1998-2002. She is currently employed at
the Northport VA in the mental health clinic. Both
earned undergraduate degrees in criminal justice
at St. Joseph’s College and are presently working
toward their master’s degrees from the institution.
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THE WINTER THAT WAS:
Highlights of Low Season
on Fire Island 2017/18
By Shoshanna McCollum

Photo by Lauren Chenault

OFF-SEASON ON FIRE ISLAND came upon us
abruptly, and took its own sweet time in letting go.
Over the nine months since this publication last saw
ink, much has transpired. Even in hibernation mode
the pulse of this island keeps going strong.
Storms Passing Through
As last summer began to wane, Fire Islanders
watched nervously at storms that were brewing
in other parts of the country, with Harvey in Texas, Irma in Florida, and Maria devastating Puerto
Rico among them. Even if the storms never touched
our shores, many of us had friends and loved ones
living in these parts, and of course we had been
through it ourselves.
Yet as the headline storms raged, it was the less-

Photo by Sean Fitzthum

er spoken of storm named Jose that raised eyebrows
as well as water tables in these parts come mid-September, with barely a cloud in the sky.
Six weeks later as headlines were full of Hurricane Sandy five-year anniversary testimonials, a
Halloween storm named Philippe snuck up on us.
While flooding on the western end of Fire Island was
little more than a messy inconvenience, further east
Davis Park would be hit hard.
Temperatures plunged with the winter solstice,
transforming the Great South Bay into a grand sheet
of ice, paving the way for Grayson’s appearance
after the New Year. We fared better than coastal New
England in this one, but just due west fire broke out,

devastating our neighbors on Oak Island. Fireboats
could not gain access due to frozen bay conditions as
the blaze continued to spread, fanned by high wind.
Ultimately Babylon Fire Department managed to
contain the fire by utilizing a hovercraft lent to them
by a fire department in Upstate New York to transport needed equipment and manpower, but not until
two structures were a total loss.
A relatively mild February held great promise for
an early spring ahead, only to be followed by a most
curmudgeonly month of March. Storm predictions
warned that bomb cyclone Riley would be bad, but
Fire Island was still caught by surprise with the magnitude of bay flooding in its wake. Coming through
on a full moon only aggravated conditions, taking
weeks for bay water tides to return to normal levels.
In an ironic turn, the April blizzard that buried the mainland in
so much snow would be a mere
dusting on Fire Island, as we
were on the cusp of that weather system. Call it fool’s luck.
Community Musings
DAVIS PARK: As mentioned, the Halloween nor’easter was responsible for
extensive damage at the Davis
Park Marina – so much so that
it was stated as “worse than
[Tropical Storm Irene and
superstorm Sandy] combined,”
according to Brookhaven Chief
of Operations Matt Miner in
a report published in Newsday. Operated by the Town of
Brookhaven, this marina is a hub of activity for the
easternmost of Fire Island communities, and having
it out of service for the summer was out of the question. With perseverance and fortitude, reconstruction
activities stayed on track and will be in service for
the 2018 season.
SALTAIRE: Debate over Saltaire’s season post
office reached a boiling point over the cold winter
months. A growing trend of mail order packages
that had steadily increased in size and volume, overwhelming the modest facility, was a regular topic of
discussion at village meetings last summer. So much
so that village trustees began to ponder the idea of
closing it. A similar fate befell Fair Harbor’s post

office two years ago. An agreement was ultimately
reached in which Mayor Zacarro Jr. agreed to renew
the post office lease this summer. “That does not take
away from the discussion we want to have,” Zacarro
said. In short, a good faith agreement was made with
the citizenry to exercise better judgment when placing online merchandise orders in order to preserve
the post office the village knows and loves.
ATLANTIQUE: Appalachian Mountain Club’s
(AMC) proposed sale of their Fire Island cabin facility sparked uproar among nature lovers in the New
York – New Jersey Chapter of the Boston-based
organization. The 1.4 acre parcel was donated to
AMC in 1928, a rustic gem that has been a cherished fixture in Atlantique for generations. “The residential character of the surrounding neighborhood,
limited flexibility in lodging options and access and
its proximity to rising seas,” were cited by AMC as
prominent factors for the considered sale, according
to the New York Times. However opening this land
to development would most surely change the vibe
of Atlantique forever. A petition circulated on social
media has resulted in a brief reprieve, as AMC headquarters has tabled the decision for one year in order
to study the matter in more depth.
OCEAN BEACH: The big small town on Fire
Island is no stranger to a little off-season controversy. So when word leaked that the Village Board of
Trustees were considering the opening of a satellite municipal office on greater Long Island, it did
not take long for year round and summer residents
to mobilize. Fire Island News covered the matter in
depth in our online articles posted on Jan. 25 and 29.
Discourse about this hypothetical facility became a
catalyst for questions about transparency and fiduciary responsibility – questions that still linger as the
incorporated village enters a mayoral election year.
CHERRY GROVE: In December it was learned
the Tides building in Cherry Grove was officially condemned by the Town of Brookhaven. This
fabled site had once been the home to the Monster,
but stood empty in recent years. However Cherry Grove Community Association recognized it had
become a health and safety hazard, and the action
taken was in many ways a relief. There has been talk
that the structure had recently been purchased, but
there are many unknowns at this time – this story to
be continued.
WATER ISLAND: It took years, but Water
Island finally got its water pipes with the help of
Continued page 48 >

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore

www.fireisland-news.com

THE FIRE ISLAND NEWSPAPER

•

May 25, 2018

•

PAGE

13

K I S M ET

by Bradlee White | kismet@fireisland-news.com

Kismet Kapers

1

3

2

KISMET’S “SEASON” HAS STARTED — sort of.
Opening night at Kismet Inn, on April 13, was celebrated in the way of the Great Tradition of “Water
On.” Surf’s Out opened May 4 for Happy Hour and
a celebratory birthday dinner for Paul Barbara with
friends and family. Saturday, May 5, looked more
like July with hoards of people crowding the downtown streets. Surf’s Out Pig Roast/Cinco de Mayo
was a sold-out event with lines stretching down the
dock beginning at noon. While the early celebrations went on downtown, some residents remained
home to work and play. Michele and Peter Schlecter,
sole residents of Camelot this weekend, spent hours
gardening (and still made it to the Derby celebrations). Joe Beck celebrated his birthday with friends
at home Saturday. I saw Cathy Scanlon bearing a
delicious looking cake headed that way.
Although the Kentucky Derby didn’t kick off
until 6:45 p.m., the Inn starting filling up around
4 p.m. Despite the cloudy, damp weather, many
people stayed outside to chat until post time. Like
the southern event, many sported hats ranging from
Jeannie’s full flowers to Jane Mooney’s fascinator to
the Derby themed fascinator worn by Karen Burke
to a few 2-foot high sombreros from the Cinco de
Mayo party. Ken and Laurie Bellafiore were lucky
informal betters. In the midst of all this, Kismet Fire
Department unveiled their sweatshirts – black this
year. They proved a very popular item.
The next week was generally sunny. Between
jobs, Jimmy Sposato took advantage of the warm
days to get his home’s beautiful landscaping in
shape. I opened windows, turned on fans, changed
into shorts and sandals. Oops! For the weekend –

Mother’s Day weekend – grim forecasts lived up to
their expectations. Welcome to a Fire Island spring.
Seriously, welcome and welcome back to all. As
always there is a lot of work going on, remodeling
and repairing houses. The contractors have been
playing their annual “Beat the Clock” for weeks. As
always, seasonal homeowners found many surprises
as houses were opened after the long winter: dust
and dirt of course; a few broken pipes; bicycle tires
gone flat; and fences, branches and even whole trees
blown down. The most universal issue was getting
television service reactivated. Direct TV service
techs were seen – or not seen – on all the streets. To
those who never left, congratulations on making it
through a tough winter. Thanks for those cheerful
Facebook postings of the Christmas tree, the snow
and fire department members dressed for shoveling
(or outdoor camping). A note to all: It gets better.
The Kismet Fire Department Auxiliary is full of
plans for community events including a Comic
Night and a Kismet Community Day. Details in
upcoming columns.
Meanwhile, the pace of life is picking up. A home
sold on West Lighthouse near the beach and the
Mayer house is in contract. People are really pleased
with the new concrete dock and shiny black fence.
It’s a lot easier for rolling wagons and there’s more
space for ferry deliveries.
Congratulations to Skylar Epstein for being
accepted at George Washington University.
Some of you know of Michael “Mugsy’s” recent
cancer and chemo. I spotted a poster in the Inn
announcing a fundraiser to help him and his family
defray the horrendous costs. It’s sponsored by a
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new charitable organization – This Bud’s for You
– organized by Claire Rose Foods and South Shore
Business Owners. The event will be at the Inn on
Tuesday, June 5, from 1-5 p.m, . with food, drink
and live music.
We lost two old-timers, Larry Bentse (“Murphy”)
and Lorelle Chisen. We also lost a number of
beloved pets: the Wood family’s dog, Goat, passed
away at 5 years old last July; the Mooney’s lost
their dog, Roxie, last winter; and two sister Kismet
cats adopted as kittens in 1999 passed: Madonna
Starr’s Coco and Gracie, first adopted by Audree
Morganlander and then Barbara Winter. I also
lost my 15-year-old adopted Kismet cat, Tootsie,
in February.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
• Kismet League for Animal Welfare (KLAW):
Book and Yard Sale, Saturday, May 26, at 11 a.m.,
at Seabay (last walk in Kismet) and Burma (Cedar),
NW corner.
• Kismet Fire Department: Open House,
Saturday, May 26, from noon-2 p.m. Hot dogs,
cotton candy, hose sprays, “mule” rides, smoke
detector sales and more.
• Kismet Community Association: Sunday, June
3, at 10 a.m., for homeowner members.
1. Caroline, George and their houseguest heading for
the races.
2. Nick Licari, Charlie, Maureen Kaley, Peter and
Michele Schecter and Myrna Usach.
3. Tim Mooney with his granddaughter, Bethany/Bunny.
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S A LTA IRE

SALTAIRE SUMMERY by Hugh O’Brien | saltaire@fireisland-news.com
WELL, THAT WAS SOME WINTER we’re still
having. This is why it seems like such a short
time since everyone closed up – the weather hasn’t
evolved with the seasons and now everything is open
again already. But nicer weather is at long last on
the way, the market and club are cautiously creaking
open and the ambulance calls have begun. Saltaire’s
centennial-plus-one is officially here!
There’s not actually a great deal to report at this
early stage, if you don’t count the continuing sagas
of the Village Hall, 14 Bay Prom, Lighthouse Prom,
the Post Office, the house donation, the election,
FIMP ‘n’ FIMI, ferries, lifeguards, the Fire Co., the
cart, the camp, the plague of seven-foot-long mosquitoes on its way from devouring Davis Park, etc.
– the usual routine. Still, a few quick notes on the
up-and-coming.
Fresh from the successful concert that concluded
our Centennial observations last Aug. 26, the Village is sponsoring a similar festival on Saturday,
May 26, at the field from 7-10 p.m., to help kick off
this summer’s fun. Refreshments will be permitted

3
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(on a bring-your-own basis: no taxpayer money used
for food and drink, not in this Saltaire) thanks to a
special dispensation provided by the Board, temporarily suspending our “open container” law (which,
its popular name notwithstanding, prohibits, not requires, the toting of open containers of alcohol-fueled products), which will momentarily allow you to
open as many containers as you wish without being
beaten and dragged away by Public Safety. Live reggae music with improved acoustics will be provided
for the hearing-impaired throughout the village, although here again, you’ll have to supply your own
multicolored hats. So be prepared to publicly wine,
dine and dance the night away once the softball players have been cleared off and the deer shooed away.
The more traditional community venues will also be
in full swing that same evening to mark the formal
start to the new season.
Municipally, we have an election coming up
on Friday, May 25 (polls open at the Village Hall
from noon-9 p.m.; registered voters only), in which
the mayoralty and two trustee seats will be at stake.
Incumbent Mayor John Zaccaro is unopposed for a
second term while three candidates are vying for the
two spots in our annual electoral game of musical
trustee chairs. In that one two incumbents, Frank
Wolf and Hillary Richard, are seeking reelection and
are opposed by Keith Stein. It’s unclear these days
who in the long run the real winners of such contests turn out to be, but if you value your democracy be sure to cast your vote before what’s-his-name
in D.C., you know, that admirer of Kim and Xi and
Mussolini and other small-d democrats, repeals that
part of the Constitution. Swearing-in ceremonies
will be held at the Board meeting that Monday, May
28, followed by the traditional start-of-season swearing-at ceremonies on the part of the citizenry.
Memorial Day weekend wouldn’t be Memorial Day weekend without a Memorial Day weekend
Pancake Breakfast, and the Saltaire Volunteer Fire
Company will as always step into the flapjack fray
to serve up some of Saltaire’s finest on Sunday, May
27, from 8-11:30 a.m. Per recent practice there will
be no entrance fee, which frees the department of
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liability issues, and instead we’ll rely on your considered judgment and traditional generosity for voluntary donations, whatever form that judgment and
generosity may take. Stuff and paraphernalia will be
on sale too (shirts, mugs, other shirts, while supplies
last and we don’t have to climb back up into the loft
to get more), and these things do carry a very modest prix fixe, but are well worth the envy they evoke
amongst people inhabiting communities blessed
only with lesser fire departments.
Now, I have to explain that I just flew in from
England the day before this particular column was
due, so apart from my arms being tired (Jack Arnoff, where are you?!) I was caught off guard when I
received an abrupt reminder of same from my editor, unaware that I had fled the jurisdiction, so to
speak. Her missive came with 75 minutes remaining
to allow me to come up with something that might
pass muster as sufficiently informative yet not too
dense to give Ken Larson any reason to complain
that he can’t understand anything I write, as though
that was a problem unique to him. It then turned out
that thanks to my jet-lag I was also a day late, but
I was kindly granted a stay of submission and as it
developed made it in under my mistaken deadline
anyway. It’s rather a bit thumbnail but I hope just
enough to whet your appetite, if not your pants, for
the summer to come.
We’ll all catch up and have a great time, so no
rush, and besides, in barely a month the days will
start to grow shorter and the sun will begin its southerly solstice sojourn toward the ocean, heralding the
promise of winter … which is where we came in.
Just trying to get everyone in the mood!

1. The first of the many arrive on a lazy spring weekday.
(Photo by Catherine O’Brien)
2. A seldom-seen “CLOSED” sign as the Yacht Club
prepares for the season. (Photo by Catherine O’Brien)
3. The last tranquil days of an unpeopled beach.
(Photo by Catherine O’Brien)
4. The village in bloom at last. (Photo by Catherine O’Brien)
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AT L A N TIQUE
by Kirsten Corssen | atlantique@fireisland-news.com

Fire Island or Florida?
THE WINTER SNOW HAS FINALLY MELTED,
the trees are finally blooming, and the ocean is slowly getting warmer. With a late start to spring this
year, we are all racing to get ready for Memorial Day
Weekend. As we all gas up the boats and stock up on
sunscreen, we haven’t forgotten our winter memories just yet.
Fire Island is our summer home and, if you are
like me, we try and find a little slice of paradise
in the winter months that resemble Fire Island in
some way. This past February, I found myself down
south, escaping the winter weather for as long as
possible. February was spent on Hutchinson Island,
Florida. This gem of an island resembles Fire Island
in many ways.
It is a laid back little barrier island where bikes are
the primary mode of transportation, long beach walks
are on the daily agenda, and there are even happy
hour specials on piña coladas at the beach bars. Not
only did the drinks and beautiful beaches remind me
of my summer on Fire Island, but the craziest part
was so many Fire Island snowbirds were on this little
island as well. They were not all docked in the marina
but settled in their quaint condos on the ocean.
Sandra Brown, from the boat “Sandra Won,” is
one of these Fire Island snowbirds. You can find her

riding her beach cruiser, strolling shoreline or taking an afternoon nap on the beach. Sandra bought
her beachside condo to be close to her Fire Island
friends who all live in the same community. At
5 p.m. happy hour, the entire condo community heads down to their beachside deck. Here you
will find Mary Hartmann, John and Di McGee, Joe
and Joan Barata, Tom and Rose Calisi, Tommy and
Cookie Allegretto, and Russ and Camille Youmans.
They are all Atlantique boaters who currently, or at
some time in their lives, try and recreate the Fire
Island lifestyle, but on Hutchinson Island instead.
The time I spent there with these beautiful people
was monumental; their generosity and kindness are
like no other.
Unfortunately, not all Atlantiquers were lucky
enough to spend their winter down in Florida, but
they sure did make the most of the cold weather.
Here is a little recap of this winter’s adventures on
Fire Island.
Nov. 25, 2017
The Day after Thanksgiving Party is almost as
popular as the Fourth of July at Atlantique. This day
was full of leftover turkey, some fall sunshine, and a
lot of hot chocolate to keep you warm!

Dec. 14, 2017
Doug Stanfield was over at Atlantique a couple
of times this winter. He was there for one of our
first snow falls on Dec. 14. The walk to the shack
was a little chilly that day, and snow boots were
necessary!
Jan. 26, 2018
Doug visited Atlantique in January to find
the marina frozen! The bay was frozen for a long time
this winter – so frozen, people were even walking
on it!
March 31, 2018
A little closer to summer we found Diane Critelli Setter and friends at the beach, all wrapped up in
scarves and hats, on Rooney’s new boat “Beachview.” Get ready Atlantique because “Beachview”
will be a new boat in the marina this year!
May 2, 2018
Finally, the weather warmed up come May,
and we found Michael Zinkiewicz out for his first
Atlantique visit.
Welcome home my Atlantique Family!
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1. A little closer to summer we found Diane Critelli Setter and friends at
the beach, all wrapped up in scarves and hats, on Rooney’s new boat
Beachview. Get ready Atlantique because “Beachview” is a new boat
in the marina this year!
2. Atlantique snowbirds.
3. S andra and Bob Brown from “Sandra Won.”
4. Doug Stanfield was over at Atlantique a couple times this winter. He
was there for one of our first snow falls on Dec. 14. The walk to the
shack was a little chilly that day, and snow boots were necessary!
5. Finally, the weather warmed up come May.
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6. Doug also visited Atlantique in January to find the marina frozen!
The bay was frozen a long time this winter, so frozen, people were
even walking on it!
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O C EA N BEACH AREA
by Joey Macellaro | joe@fireisland-news.com

Coming Home
“WE LEAVE SOMETHING OF OURSELVES
behind when we leave a place,” wrote Pascal Mercier.
“We stay there, even though we go away. And there
are things in us that we can find again only by going
back there.”
A slow migration began a few weeks ago for
those of us who annually leave a part of ourselves
behind on this thin strip of sand. Memories of past
years are recalled as we walk familiar docks and
welcome friends into homes dormant for only a few
months since we last laughed and dined and relaxed
to the sound of waves on the shore. We rejoin those
hearty souls fortunate enough to never have to leave
for very long. Even if this is “home” for only a few
months of the year, each return trip to the beach feels
like a homecoming.
The process of coming home changed somewhat
in Ocean Beach after Hurricane Sandy, as our aging
ferry terminal was flooded and razed. Work began
last fall to construct a new terminal and a new police
department, designed by architect and local resident
Joel Silverberg, on the rough footprint of the original
structure. After docking at Dehnhoff for most of the
off-season, the ferry began unloading passengers on
the south side of the ferry basin on May 11. Although
the village hopes to begin docking the ferry on the
west side of the ferry basin at some point mid-season,
passengers will continue to unload at the south dock
and freight at the north dock until further notice. The
police department will operate on the location of the
former basketball court until 2019.
Those returning after the off-season will notice
the new pumping station nearing completion on
Bayberry, as well as refurbished decking and a new
gazebo on the north side of the community house.
At the request of the mayor and trustees, a downtown revitalization committee was established to
address the redevelopment of the bayfront recreation district, and drainage and environmental
concerns. The group held its first meeting on Feb.
12. The committee initially consisted of Chairperson
Joe Speranza, Village Trustees Chris Norris and
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Brian Power, Maria Silsdorf, Scott Hirsch, Craig
Sherman, Patty Brahe,
Ken Klein, Harvey
Levine, and myself.
Constantine Karalis and
Bob Stack joined in May.
General elections for
mayor, two trustees,
and village justice will
be held from 8 a.m. to
9 p.m., on Friday, June 1, at the Community House.
Residents will begin to notice activity in the coming
weeks on the vacant lot at Ocean Road and Bay Walk.
Scott Hirsch, owner of The Pantry on Bay Walk and
Island Mermaid on Ocean Breeze, tells us he was
inspired to find a use for the land after watching Windswept, the bayfront home of
the Ocean Beach Youth Group
(OBYG), come back to life.
“I approached Chris and
Laura Mercogliano one day
about how nice it would be to
find a way to do a food garden
with the youth group,” Hirsch
said. It turned out the couple,
who own the vacant lot on Bay
Walk, had a similar vision for
the property.
Hirsch contacted Patty
Brahe of the OBYG, as well as
Ian Levine of the Community
Garden Center, who agreed to
donate plantings and to provide
free labor to construct the
garden. The youth group board
agreed to split the cost of materials with Hirsch and his family,
and later, through the efforts of Co-Presidents Holly
Etlin and Cami Meyer, the Ocean Beach Community
Fund agreed to match those donations.
“The idea is to create a hands-on, farm-to-table
experience for the campers with their ecology
teacher,” added Hirsch. The staff of Island Mermaid
and CJ’s Restaurant and Bar have committed to
helping the OBYG campers prepare a big meal at the
end of the season.
Patty Brahe of the OBYG was among the community members who wrote to welcome readers back
for the season. “We are beyond excited to return to
Windswept,” she said. “Our enrollment is open and
all details are available at www.obyg.org.”
Msgr. Richard Henning of Our Lady of the
Magnificat church tells us his congregation is in the
third year of a process to remodel the exterior of
its building in preparation for the centennial of the
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parish in 2020. Mass
will be held Saturday,
May 26, at 5:30 p.m.;
and Sunday, May 27,
at 8 and 10 a.m. The
interdenominational
Free Union Church
begins its 103rd
season on June 17, at
10:45 a.m.
“I’ll still have
my position on the Ocean Beach bench,” Kenny
Goodman tells us. The longtime Fair Harbor and
Ocean Beach resident added that his jewelry pieces
will be featured at Flair House this season.
Don and Susan Cafuoco are pleased to announce
the birth of grandson Lucas Parker. His happy
parents are Lelah Cafuoco
and Paul Vouzakis. Doug and
Nancy Meyer welcomed granddaughter Penelope, first child of
D.J. and Lea Meyer.
The Ocean Beach community recently suffered the loss of
Arlene Jaffe, a longtime member
of the Ocean Beach Community Fund. “She was an original,
a fabulous lady, a mentor, and a
major part of Ocean Beach in so
many ways,” said Community
Fund Co-Chairperson Susan
Cafuoco. “She was a wonderful
friend. If she loved you, she
loved you to pieces. We miss
her dearly.”
Over the break, the community also lost Bill Powers,
Charles
Rumpelt,
Harlan
Pruger, Liz Kirchner, and Tom Sigelakis, a longtime fixture and friend of many in town. Robbins
Rest year-rounder Richard Wisson and Mary Violet
Dunworth Frayne of Summer Club also recently
passed away.
With everything that changes, so much seems the
same. “Every traveler has a home of his own,” wrote
Dickens in 1854, “and he learns to appreciate it the
more from his wandering.” As you wander “home”
now, I hope to see you, once again, on the beach.
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1. Pumping station nearing completion.
2. B
 eloved Ocean Beach community member
Tom Sigelakis passed away March 5.
(Photo courtesy of Samantha Sigelakis-Minski)
3. Wintertime construction at the ferry terminal.
(Photo by Lauren Chenault)
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OB Elections Preview
By Timothy Bolger

THERE WILL BE at least one new female face on
the all-male Ocean Beach village board once voters
decide the June 1 elections — and challengers could
also unseat an incumbent.
First-time candidates Dawn Hargraves and Tara
Schoen Fishman are running against Trustee Brian
Power, who’s running for his second full term. One
of the newcomers is guaranteed to win a seat being
vacated by freshman Trustee Jason Bendicksen.
Nobody challenged Mayor James Mallott, owner of The Albatross, so he is expected to sail into his
third term. And Village Justice William Wexler is
also running unopposed, as usual. All of the candidates are running for four-year terms.
The ballot will look similar in Saltaire’s May 25
village elections, where Mayor John Zaccaro is running unopposed and political newcomer Keith Stein
is challenging seasoned trustees Hillary Richard and
Frank Wolf.
Voters registered in Ocean Beach can cast their
ballots on Friday, June 1, from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. What
follows is a voters’ guide to the candidates who’ll lead
Fire Island’s largest village through 2022. The candidates’ responses have been condensed and edited.
TRUSTEE CANDIDATES
Dawn Hargraves
Quality of life is the top issue
for this 53-year-old single mother of two. She has served on the
Planning Zoning Board/Architectural Review Board since 2013. Hargraves is running
on the Anchor Party line. If elected, this litigator
would be the only lawyer on the board.
Why did you decide to run? I believe that I can
make a difference. Because I’ve been on the board
for the last four years, I hear the grumblings about
town, and because of my skillset, I’ve got the ability
to make some changes. To get things done.
How would you balance homeowner and business rights? The way to initiate that process is to
have these small informal meetings. We were in the

city where there was a meet-and-greet between a
former homeowner and a business owner. Although
they still didn’t see eye to eye at the conclusion, they
agreed on some things. They were able to find some
common ground. And that, to me, is the beginning of
the process. Doing it not in a trustee meeting. Doing it
in informal settings, where we’re sitting around, promotes the conversation, and then the understanding.
What proposals do you hope to pass? There’s
no reason that meetings can’t be conducted via
Skype. As an attorney, we have remote meetings all
the time. You watch the meeting, and then you get
to participate at the end in the question and answer.
That can be implemented immediately with minimal
cost to the village. The other thing would be to generate revenue outside of increasing taxes.
Brian Power
Seeing the light at the end of
the tunnel of the village’s Sandy
recovery, Power wants to finish
what he started. This 50-year-old
stockbroker is a married father of
three. He was appointed to the board in 2014 after
Trustee Douglas Wykoff died and voters returned
him to office the following year. Power is running on
the TK party line.
Why should voters re-elect you? We’ve done
a really good job under very difficult circumstances
in maintaining the village’s solvency, maintaining our triple A bond rating. These projects that we
have undertaken are going to bear fruit. I feel like
I’ve been a steady hand of reason. I feel like I’m a
good representation of who needs to be making decisions for the village. I feel like I have everyone’s best
interests at heart. I think continuity is really important at this point.
What is the biggest thing on your to-do list?
Just to continue all of the improvements that we’ve
been making. I’m on the downtown rehabilitation
committee. That’s going to be the next big phase of
this project, finishing off the downtown area. I’m
intimately involved in the planning of that. That

coupled with continuing to improve the quality of
life for everybody. And continue to push the ball forward on enforcement of our codes. I’m proud of the
work that this board has done. I just want to keep it
going in the right direction.
What is the biggest issue facing the village?
Finishing the work properly. Completing everything
that we’ve worked so hard for since Sandy. Completing all of the $30 million worth of infrastructure
projects that we’ve got going on. The most critical
issue is getting this stuff done properly so that three
years from now, when this is all done, we all walk
through downtown and are like, “Wow, this place
looks great.” Also, continuing to improve the quality of life of the people who live here. The delicate
balance of trying to live with the laws of the United
States and still trying to regulate behaviors is a real
conundrum. We try to overall improve the vibe and
continue to work with everybody. They run parallel.
Continuing everything, keep our triple A rating and
just improve everything.
Tara Schoen Fishman
Balancing interests for all in
the community is Fishman’s goal.
This Manhattan teacher and Fire
Island realtor is a 55-year-old single mother of two. Fishman has been involved with
the Ocean Beach Youth Group, film festival, synagogue and theatrical productions on Fire Island. She
is running on the Our Town party line.
If elected, what proposals would you try to
pass? Because of my qualifications and because
I feel like I’m a good problem solver, I feel that
we need this balance and bringing everybody in,
we would have an opportunity to move the village
forward. I think it’s a good time for it. The issues
that face the village are the flooding, the noise, the
large group rentals, the renegotiating of the ferry
contract. There are so many issues on my shortterm goals that I want to work on. I want to be given the opportunity to tackle those short-term goals
and really try and move them a little quickly, and
Continued on next page >
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having solutions for them a little bit faster and not
waiting so long.
What are your long-term goals? I have a vision
of developing our waterfront. With Windswept now
and the Community House being opened I have
this idea of cultural development and community
engagement with using those places. And that would
develop into something with the waterfront. We have
that whole beachfront area to utilize with boats. My
long-term goal is also always to increase property
values, bringing different things into the community
that will attract different types of people so we’re not
only getting one type of visitor. Making options for
including people that might have turned away from
the village.
How do you see balancing the homeowners’
and business owners’ rights? I love going out to
the restaurants and the bars. I do know that because
of the change in the element that was coming over
and the option for the 1 o’clock boat it wasn’t easy
for the people of the community. There wasn’t much
access for getting into the bars or the restaurants.
I feel that we’ll be able to accomplish that if we
allow for more opportunity. Utilizing the Community House and Windswept in the evenings will bring
people back out. And having people supporting the
restaurants and going out to dinner and shopping in
the food store and really helping them to maintain
their income so that they can stay open so that we
can enjoy them. It takes a community to improve a
village, to improve property value. If we don’t work
together, then it’s never going to work.

regulations, has been very well accomplished by
our staff, by Steve Brautigam and the girls in the
office. The Ocean Beach staff is doing a great job.
The blue-collar guys are doing well, too. The fire
department is well run and financed. The police
department is running well. I think we’ve steadied
the ship after Sandy.
What is the biggest item on your to-do list? I
would say planning for and setting up for the future.
Allocating the money for different projects. The
sewer plant, we’ve done $6 million worth of work
over there already. There’s still another $15 million
worth of work that needs to be addressed. We’re
trying to get all the parties on Fire Island involved
in the Fire Island sewage treatment. We can’t do it
alone. It has to be a joint effort. And we’re trying
to put that joint effort together now. The nitrogen
in the bay is killing the bay. We’ve been blowing
the alarm about that for a while, but everybody’s
on board with it now, the county, the state and the
town. We need continuity in what we’re doing.
That’s my mandate this election.

William Wexler,
Candidate for Village Justice
Wexler is a high-profile, Babylon-based attorney whose cases
off Fire Island are regularly in the
news. He is son of the late U.S. Judge Leonard Wexler, who was the senior U.S. District Court Judge
for the Eastern District of New York until he passed
away in April. The 58-year-old married father of two
is running for his fourth term on the Justice for All
party line.
Why should voters re-elect you? I believe that I
have discharged my duties as a Village Justice to the
best of my abilities, dispensing justice equally to all
litigants; firm but always consistent with due process
and the protections embodied in our Constitution.
What do you feel is the biggest issue facing the
village court? To properly address the myriad of quality-of-life issues that make up the bulk of our docket.
What is your judicial philosophy? To act in a
manner fair to all those who appear before the court
and to ensure that justice is done.

Ocean Beach Association will be hosting a Candidates Forum on Saturday, May 26 at the OB Community
House beginning at 11 a.m. All are welcome to attend.

James Mallott,
Candidate for Mayor
Continuing to lead the village’s
Sandy recovery is at the top of
Mayor Mallott’s agenda. The volunteer firefighter and 70-year-old restaurateur is a
married father of two. He is running on the Star Party line. He was first elected to the village board 20
years ago, meaning he’s been on the board the longest of any of its current members.
Why should voters elect you to a third term?
I would like to finish the work that I started here
after Sandy. I would like to see most of these projects through to the end. Not that everything will be
done in four years’ time, but I think we’ll be well on
the way, the recovery will be past, and we’ll be looking at the future. We have a sewer system that can
service twice as many people as its servicing now
and there’s a lot of interest from the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation in us
doing that. We have new water meters that are going
to start to go in in the next year or so. I think they’re
big projects and they need to get done.
What are you most proud of during your
tenure so far? I’m most proud of the staff that
we have and the people that are doing the work
for us. We’re on the verge of $50 million. I think
we’ve spent nearly $30 million. Recapturing that
money from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), with all their stringent rules and
Cartoon by Eric Pederson
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O C EA N BAY PARK
by Barbara Gaby Placilla | oceanbaypark@fireisland-news.com
THIS IS MY FIRST COLUMN for the summer of
2018. I have eight columns and 99 days to tell you
all about this wonderful and unique Fire Island town,
Ocean Bay Park. For some, it will be an introduction,
for others it will be the continuation of a journey we
are taking, summer by summer. Each day/weekend
brings some new experience, creates a new memory, and makes you never want to leave. Like those
grains of sand you just can’t get off your feet, OBP
sticks to you and hopefully will never wash off. So
welcome, new friends, and welcome back, old ones;
it’s good to “see” you again!
Since summer has not yet officially come, I’ll
start with a brief recap of what happened while you
were gone. We closed out the 2017 season with
our annual kid’s trick or treat and OBP Association
Halloween potluck supper. Don’t know where these
kids are coming from, but it’s great. Each year the
number has grown, which is a sign that the community continues to evolve and attract more and more
families. As usual, Steven Jaffe led the costumed
parade of trick-or-treaters and Joanne and Paul
Brincat surprised with a giant, animated inflatable
in front of their house. The potluck afterwards was
delish and a great time was had by all.
Once Halloween was over, things started to
unwind and “we” got the town “back.” During the
“off-season” there are about 25 of us who live here
and watch over the town until you all return. People
always ask, “How can you live there?” and “What’s
it like in the winter?” I tell them we are fortunate
(and a little bit crazy) to experience the change of
seasons and share this island with nature. Each year
we hope that the winter will be an uneventful one,
however Mother Nature always has her own agenda
and it doesn’t always match ours!
One look at the current
conditions on the beach and
you will understand what
I mean. Although we have
had colder winters, this past
one was a roller coaster
weather ride. Some weeks
were frigid and others were
downright balmy. The bay
froze and then it thawed. It
snowed and then it flooded. At times, our neighbor
to the west, Ocean Beach,
resembled Venice the flooding was so severe. There
was a reason Caesar was
told to “beware the Ides
of March” because we got
hit with three nor’easters
in a row. In the blink of an
eye, the wind and the ocean
reclaimed our sand dunes,
protective trap bags, wide
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beach and some stairs.
When I saw the aftermath I had a flashback to
the late ‘90s when three
surprise storms took 12
OBP houses out to sea.
It is a constant reminder
that we live here at the
pleasure of nature and
not ours; there is a circle
of life on a barrier beach
island and we must do all
that we can to protect this
precious environment.
Spring just didn’t
want to take over and the
month of April brought
us a surprise six inches of
snow, dreary, rainy days
and very little warmth.
The trees, reluctant to
bloom, are finally beginning to, and the old adage,
“April showers bring
May flowers” something to look forward to.
Although it was cold and
drizzly, an intrepid group
gathered at the Schooner
Inn for the first “event”
of the summer season – the Kentucky Derby, which
coincided with Cinco de Mayo. I was surprised that
there were so many people in town that weekend,
but I think the siren call of the beach forced them
out of their houses, onto the ferry and back to OBP.
JD DeSerio was a big winner in the pool and the
Supples’ reign was officially over! Although my horse
came in second, it was great
catching up with old friends
and hearing what’s new in
their lives.
The circle of life continues. During the winter
two longtime residents
of OBP, Betty Errico and
Frank Ollari, passed away.
Betty’s chicken cacciatore
was a tradition at the Community Fair. It was always
asked for and never went
unsold. Frank Ollari was a
great neighbor with a dry
sense of humor and a wry
comment on the current
state of affairs. Steve and I
will miss him. On a happier note, I learned that there
are now three generations

1
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of Byrnes’ in OBP. Tom Byrnes’ daughter, Tracey
Lasorsa, became a grandmother with the birth of
Theo Sebastian Ramsingh, making Tom a greatgrandfather. Congratulations, Tom, and a belated
happy 80th birthday as well. More babies are on the
way as Diane Sweeney awaits the birth of her second
great-grandchild. Mary “B” and John McCullough’s
son, Emmet, and his wife, Sophie, are expecting in
September, which will make Mary “A” McCullough
a great-great aunt! JD DeSerio and Stephen Placilla
are NOT having a baby but they are both celebrating
their 70th birthdays one week apart.
The ocean reminded us there is a circle of life
recently when a young seal was found on the beach
at Michigan Street. Thank you to all the concerned
residents who called the National Seashore and the
Riverhead Foundation and especially to Patryck
Kozyra and his parents, Danny and Annetta, who
built a protective barrier around her so she would not
be run over. I would like to think that the young seal
was really a mermaid who decided to leave the ocean,
come ashore and stay awhile to see what’s happening
here in OBP. Hey, you never know! Until the next
time, here’s looking forward to summer 2018!
1. D
 anny, Patryck and Annetta Kozyra with the Michigan
Street Seal.
2. OBP May flowers.
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C HERRY GROVE
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine
THIS IS MY 45TH SEASON
writing my column. I began in
1973, when Rhoda Gould, who
wrote the Cherry Grove column
for Fire Island News, moved to
Oaxaca, Mexico. She recommend-ed that I replace her. I have
made a few changes through the
years, like Liz Smith and other
columnists, and now I’m celebrating my fourth season back
with Fire Island News. The seasons went by quickly and now
we are ready to tackle the fun on
the Island – so let’s begin!
The 2017 season ended with
the annual Toga party hosted by
Roland Michely and Joe Anania
at their beautiful oceanfront home, and then the Arts
Project Annual Ball with an enthusiastic dressed up
crowd. In New York City, Michael and I were invited
to private dinner parties with Roland and Joe, Diane
Romano and Patricia Goeff, and Jack Roullo and
Richard Cooley. We attended the annual Thanksgiving Day Parade/Brunch at Chris Lacovara and
Sam Smith’s glorious penthouse on Central Park
West, among the many CG friends.
Rose Levine performed my cabaret act in
December and March at Pangea. We attended the

4

5
cabaret performance of Chris Caswell at the Laurie
Beecham Theatre. We spent many long weekends
in Maine, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Southampton and Hudson, New York. I traveled to Paris
and London, where I visited with Peggy Samson and
her husband, Marty, who are homeowners in Cherry
Grove. I also had dinner with William Loschert and
his partner who live in London. For the past 10 years

1
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they have spent time in the Grove; they will return
again in July.
Best wishes to Mel Rock and Don Robb who sold
their house on the Bay. They will rent for a few
weeks this summer. Also best wishes to George McGarvey and Bruce Miller. They will not rent this summer, but will return as guests. Tim Tarico has settled
into his beautiful new house in the Grove. Welcome
new Cherry Grove homeowners Patrick Karcher,
Bill Beauchamp and Michael Lonergan, David Korman, Julia Sanderson and Michelle McDonald.
On April 8, the TLC Channel featured Long
Island Medium Theresa Caputo and her appearance in Cherry Grove last July, hosted by The Arts
Project. It was exciting to see so many of our residents featured on the show. CG resident fashion
expert George Brescia also made a TV appearance
on NBC’s “What They Were Wearing,” to report on
the designer duds the day after the Oscars.
Cinco de Mayo and the 144th Kentucky Derby
were celebrated together at Island Breeze. So many
people and GREAT HATS! The gathering benefited the Concerned Women of Cherry Grove, a
worthy cause.
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS had its
annual Easter Bonnet Fund Raiser on April 23 and
24, at the Minskoff Theatre in Manhattan. This
event began in 1989, in the basement of the Palace
Theatre during the run of “La Cage Aux Folles.”
It has become a major fundraiser. Each Broadway
show is represented with a song and dance or a spoof
on current events. One person in each group wears
an Easter bonnet. Our very own Phillip Stoeher
(former Homecoming Queen Philomena) is presently a dresser with the “Waitress” company. He
made the hat he wore that evening. Another Cherry
Grove resident, Jerad Bortz, the longtime musical
coach for “Wicked,” was honored that evening.
Jerad and his husband, Steve Skeels, were traveling
to the Poconos last winter and had a terrible accident
in a snowstorm, which left Jared paralyzed. Michael
and I spoke with him after the show. Fortunately he
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is in high spirits. He too sported
a ”Wicked” bonnet, and won the
top prize that day. Nicole LaFountaine from the Pines was one of the
panel judges.
Jimmy Ciervo hosted a memorial luncheon in East Patchogue in
honor of his longtime partner, the
late Michael McGovern, who past
away last year. At least 80 people
were in attendance. It was a beautiful tribute. This past year we
lost too many people who visited
or lived in the Grove: Howard
Apperman, Joel Gerson, Irene
Kopchak, Jean-Pierre LeMaire,
Fred Little, Giovanni Massura,
Juan Punchin, Bob Younger and “A
Chorus Line” Tony Award-winner Sammy Williams.
Back to Liz Smith. Upon my arrival in Cherry
Grove, I met Liz, who became a celebrity syndicated
New York City columnist and TV host. She lived in
the Grove, attended all the parties and participated in
community activities. Through the many years, we’d
run into each other regularly as we were circulating.
I attended her memorial service at the Majestic
Theater in January.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• The Arts Project will hold it’s 42nd annual
Homecoming Queen contest on Sunday, May 27, at
the Community House.
• The annual PAWS Benefit, organized by Valerie
Perez, will be held at the Community House, on
Saturday, June 2; doors open at 8 p.m. There will be
cabaret, raffle, 50/50 and, of course, their the famous
dessert table. Entrance fee: $10.
• Come celebrate Gay Pride Month at a presentation about the history and the relationship between
the Pines, Cherry Grove and Sayville communities
through the years, at Sayville Library, 88 Greene
Ave., will sponsor a talk, “Sayville – Gateway to
the LGBT Community of The Pines and Cherry
Grove,” on Thursday, June 7, from 7-8:30 p.m. I
will be one of the guest speakers. Visit sayvillelibrary.org for more information.
• The 5th Annual The Artist Tour of Cherry Grove
will be held on the weekend of June 8. This year they
will be partnering with The Dune Fund and featuring
a Silent Auction. Time and location to be announced.
1. J erad Bortz and Steve Skeels at the Broadway
Cares Easter Bonnet Fund Raiser.
2. Philomena in her Easter bonnet.
3. A
 lso sporting a hat, Julie Presto on the ferry
with Ollie.
4. Rick, Petra and friends at the Derby Party.
5. M
 ore men in hats: Curtis Strohl, Jack Quinn,
Bill Fullan and Dale Lolli.
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F I R E IS LAND PINES
ROSE’S VIEW by Robert Levine
WELCOME TO THE PINES SEASON 2018. The
harbor looks beautiful with new trees, sidings, decks
and fences. We know John Whyte is looking down
on us and is very proud to know that we are keeping
the spirit alive.
This past October, the Madison celebrated its
10th anniversary with an afternoon concert of “Falsetto’s,” featuring Michael Ruppert,
who was the star in the original production when it opened off-Broadway in NYC. William Finn, who
wrote the music and lyrics was to be
the special guest of honor, but had
to cancel at the last minute. In addition to Michael, Broadway’s David
Zippel and 13-year-old Peyton Lusk
appeared with Christine Pedi, who
has been the MC for the past five
years. Peyton, a talented young
actor, was the Bar Mitzvah boy in
“ Falsettos.” He was a cast member
in “Frankenstein” at the Signature Theatre this past
winter. In February, he also appeared as the star in
the Jule Styne show “Bar Mitzvah Boy,” at the York
Theatre MUFTI series. Peyton recently celebrated
his own Bar Mitzvah at Fire Island Synagogue.
As we have done for the past 20 years, Michael
Fitzgerald and I attended Barbara Sahlman’s wonderful Thanksgiving dinner. Many people from the
Pines were in attendance. We also attended the annual Christmas party at the beautiful home of Michael
DeFalco and Bill Matthews in Parsippany, New
Jersey. We had brunch with John and Ellen Putnam,
as well as dinner at Lila Swell’s penthouse in NYC.
Have you seen Roy Yaeger in that medical ad on
TV? Another Fire Island resident from Water Island,
Kyle Merker, who worked in
Cherry Grove at The Monster
during the 70s when he was a
young medical student, became
a doctor, and for the past year he
has been appearing on an Ancestry.com commercial trading his
lederhosen in for a kilt.
Palm Springs had a Pines
Weekend Party invasion in February. The party began on Friday
night and all Pines residents were
invited. Phillip Grossi and Stacey
Brooks had a housewarming at
their new Palm Beach home.
On Saturday Bradford Price
and Stuart Esack, who owns the
“Price Waterhouse” yacht, which
they dock in the Pines, had a major welcome party and invited Phillip and Stacey, John and Ellen
Feldman-Putnam, Mike and Laura Hartstein, Lori
and Fern, Lori and Eric Schrader, Michael Keller
and Dan Veale, who also dock their yacht “Christina
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Tamara” in the Pines Harbor.
James Gedge, who lives
at the Co-Ops, was leisurely
walking around the harbor
with his dog Gracie, when I
ran into him. James has lived
in the Pines for many years.
He
appeared
in many of the
Pines FIPPAP
productions as musical director, lead
singer and a chorus member. Among
the shows were: “Little Mary Sunshine,” “Babes in Arms,” “Porter in the
Pines,” “Can’t Help Lovin’ That Man”
and “Little Shop of Horrors.” For the
past four years he has been a member
of the Pines Fire Department and also a
board member for the Co-Ops.
Laura Hiam has lived
in the Pines for many
years. Over the past two years, she
has worked in France with President
Emmanuel Macron. She now lives in
Chicago. Recently she appeared on
MSNBC reporting as a foreign correspondent on “The Last Word” with
Laurence O’Donnell. We call Laura the
French Rachel Maddow.
Gil Neary and Scott Riedel officially opened the
party season on Saturday, April 28, to celebrate Gil’s
birthday. At least 250 people were there to toast,
drink, dance, meet and greet with an open bar and
DJ Thom Ford. The party ended in the wee hours
of the morning. Some wound up at Sip-N-Twirl for
milk shakes.
Robin Byrd has a new 14-week-old
Yorkshire terrier, Om Om, that she got in
Connecticut. At least 30 members of the FIP
Fire Department attended the first breakfast
of the season at their new firehouse, next to
the old firehouse, which they will use for
meetings, office space and social events.
Sip-N-Twirl had its annual Kentucky
Derby Party, which also coincided with
Cinco de Mayo. It was a successful turnout with many people wearing festive hats
and fascinators such as David Seeds, Boo,
Lila, Michael Greenberg, Goeff Capes, Steven Weisman, Mike Stark and many others.
The Pavilion has a new Sunday evening
event, Show Tune Sunday, which began in
early May, featuring movies, music and lots
of fun.
Symphony Space had a Jerry Herman retrospective on May 7, which I attended. Jerry lived in the
Grove from 1959 to 1963 and then bought his first
home in the Pines after “Milk and Honey” and “Hello, Dolly” became major hits on Broadway. Jerry
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now lives in Miami, Florida. We cannot forget Jerry!
This past year we lost
some very prominent members of the Pines. The legendary Sandy Paul arrived
in the Pines in the 70s. She
worked with The Islanders
Bus Co. for many years. She
participated in all the major
parties and was famous for her “flagging.” She was
the Barefoot Contessa of the Pines. She always had a
smile on her face and her arms were always extended
to welcome you. Louis Malkin, who left the Pines 11
years ago with his partner of 58 years, Dino Di Georgio, died last September. He was an elegant man
with extraordinary taste. He was the interior designer for Joan Rivers, Diahann Carroll and Lorraine
Hansbury, among others. Barry Leighton a longtime resident of the Pines, Stuart Slickman and Karl Kemp will also be missed.
Rita Lichtenstein was another legend.
She and her husband, Jack, with their
two children, came to the Pines in 1963.
She was a board member with FIPPOA,
FIPAP and the Pines Conservation Society. Rita was an elegant lady who was
kind to everyone. She was smart, intelligent and bright. She was also one of my closest
friends and we will miss her.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• SAGE will hold its 26th Annual Celebration
Fundraiser on Saturday, June 2, at the home of
Dr. Ed Schulhafer and Crayton Robey, from 4-6 p.m.
This year they honor Frank Liberto and Allan Baum
with the SAGE Pins Leadership Award; and Ariadne
Villarreal with the Doric Taussig Award for Community Service. #SAGEPines for tickets and more info.
• On Saturday, June 9, the community will have
their Tag Sale at the Harbor, from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
The Pines & Grove Interfaith Association, St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Congregation B’Nai Olam
and St. Ann’s Episcopal Church sponsor this event.
• Saturday, June 9, is the 8th annual Women’s
Pride In The Pines, founded by Linda Gottlieb. This
year features performances by BETTY and Alan
Cumming at The Pines Club. Tickets are online only
at www.lgbtqfocus.org.

1. J ames Gedge with dog Gracie.
2. Nicole LaFountaine at the Easter Bonnet Fund
Raiser (see Grove Column).
3. Mike Stark, Michael Greenberg, Goeff Capes and
Steven Werssman at the Sip-N-Twirl Derby Party.
4. Madison concert with David Zipple, Michael
Ruppert, Peyton Lusk and Christine Pedi.
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Wet Weather in Leather!
By Johnny “Boardwalk” Burke
EVERY ONE OF THE Fire Island towns was trying to muster some festive special events despite the
freezing, wet, and windy weather on the weekend
of May 19, and the Grove was no exception. And
nothing can keep the leather community from their
annual Mr. Fire Island Leather contest held in the
Grove every May. The guys gathered from all over
the country and held their reunion weekend starting
on Friday with a hurried dash from the ferry through
the rain and a check-in and cocktails at the Belvedere Guest House. Dinner was laid out later at the
Ice Palace. The full spread (ample enough for even
the hungriest “bears”) was deliciously prepared by

Frank and his team at Grove Pizza. Never has the
Ice Place smelled so sumptuous!
And although Saturday morning started as a
complete washout with hunks huddling over their
breakfasts at Floyd’s, it was all toasty testosterone
later that night again at the Ice Palace. The contestants competed in five categories: Dress Leather,
not to be confused with Leather Dress; Interview,
always be prepared; Raunchy Wear, enough said;
Q&A, a variation on the interview section but more
off the cuff; and Fantasy Wear, costumed in a fantasy scene or narrative. These guys work harder than
the Miss America gals!

The whole shebang was emceed by island-icon
Ariel Sinclair, donning what looked like a leather Norman Norell, and the handsome Edd Clark.
The judges included Champagne Bubbles, Miss
Fire Island 2017, and a fraternity of past leather
title-holders. The outgoing Mr. Fire Island Leather for 2017, Sir Joseph, has the distinction of being
the first winner from the island to be going directly to the International Mr. Leather contest in Chicago, where it’s celebrating its 40th anniversary.
His successor for 2018 is Mr. C.B. Kirby (Mr.
Eagle NYC, 2011), and the first runner-up was
Volker Nurenberg.

Mr. Fire Island Leather Emcees Ariel Sinclair and Edd Clark are flanked by Volker Nurenberg
(1st Runner-Up) and C.B. Kirby – Mr. Fire Island Leather 2018.

Contest judges: Candido Soares, Diego Vargas, Sir Joseph, Mark Nayden, David Menkes, and
Bruce-Michael Gelbert.
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Champagne Bubbles - Miss Fire Island 2018.
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Open 7 Days a week starting Memorial Day
Please call or visit our website for more details

631.583.8800

www.maguiresbayfrontrestaurant.com

Uniquely situated on the
curve of an oceanfront
beach, this house has
unrestricted views of the
Atlantic Ocean, the barrier
island, Jones Inlet and the
Bay. The home offers first
floor entry & bedrooms, and
an upper living floor &
master suite; each engaging
an outdoor deck space with
inspiring sunrises to sunsets.

Expression. Inspiration. Life.
Unmistakably Busch Associates Architects.

www.buschassociatespc.com

©Marc Millman 2013










Restaurant-quality grab-n-go salads
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D IN IN G R EV I E W >> by Shoshanna McCollum

Pines Pizza
36 Fire Island Blvd.
631-440-0073
Pines Pizza is open early April through
mid-September.
Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 11 a.m.-2 a.m.
Catering services are available for all occasions,
simple to elegant.
Visit PinesFI.com/PinesPizza to learn more.
NEWS REPORTERS ARE PEOPLE ON THE GO,
and we eat a lot of pizza. On Long Island there
is a venerable ocean of pizzerias. Even on Fire
Island we have quite a respectable number, and
no two are alike. However one alone stands out.

Pines Pizza is where this reporter goes when she
is on assignment in Fire Island Pines, and if she
has learned anything at all, it is that this place is
about much more than pizza.
This is the place where she had bacon and egg
on a roll right before covering a contentious meeting one early spring day over at Whyte Hall. This
is the place where she found a moment to grab
a slice on the Fourth of July when she covered
the Invasion for the first time. Most memorably,
this is the place she wandered into last summer
after almost fainting
at a crowded public
event when she was
not quite over an illness, and the heat of
the day overcame her.
“Stay here and
rest,” said the young
man behind the counter. “I will feed you.”
Sitting on the deck
at the corner of Fire
Island Boulevard, this
location always seems
to catch cool breezes,
even on the hottest of
days. The parlor interior is neat and clean,
even on the most bustling of weekend holidays. And they have
some of the biggest
slices this writer has
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ever seen, with a near perfect crust to sauce and
cheese ratio, which is just the right amount of oiliness for flavor – without crossing over the taboo
line of too greasy. Pies are made in many varieties.
Try the Grandma slice; you will be glad you did.
P.J. McAteer has been operating Pines Pizza for
the past 14 years, along with his other business
interests in the Fire Island Pines community. So
what is the secret to its success?
“It’s the homemade dough, the handspun pizza, and the quality of its ingredients,” says P.J.,
glowing with pride.
This care and respect for food is evident in
many other staple items they prepare. Back to
that bacon and egg sandwich on a Kaiser roll
– not too bready as the typical corner deli version of this New York breakfast classic is so
often prone to be – instead it has a generous
helping of bacon, and its egg prepared with
just the right amount of runniness. This will
spoil you for when average egg sandwiches are
served elsewhere.
If meats and cheeses are not your thing, Pines
pizza also offers a full selection of beautiful vegetable and fruit salads that are a light and healthful pick-me-up, as well as grab-n-go sandwiches
and wraps that are packaged and ready to take
with you any time of day. And, of course, they
offer fresh coffee all day long, served hot or iced,
like any respectable New York eatery should.
Local or visitor, this establishment makes
you feel welcome. This is true New York American food at its very best. You will think of the
place fondly long after this summer has past.
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Fanciful Fish
By Lauren Stevens

© Lauren Stevens
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REAL ESTATE & HOME
REAL ESTATE LISTINGS
Del Mar Ranch at Admiralty - $495,000
Exclusive Del Mar Ranch located in Bay Front
Gated Admiralty Community. Large entry foyer
welcomes you to oversized living room with fireplace. Southern exposed kitchen with breakfast
nook, large 2 Bedrooms, den/office, extended
master bedroom suite with private bath, hardwood floors, updated mechanicals, 1 car garage
with overhead storage, private patio, luxurious
park like water front community with clubhouse,
gym, pool and marina. Contact Helen Thompson
at Sunset 3 Realty, 631-666-2110.

15 Buoy Lane, West Islip - $775,000
Boat Lovers Delight! Fabulous waterfront
Hi-Ranch, 4,000 sq ft, 5 bedrooms, 3 full baths,
large family room with fireplace, beautiful
perennial Gardens, 75’ of bulkhead for your
boating pleasure, private Cul-De-Sac, Trex
Decking and gorgeous water views! Don’t miss
this opportunity to live the boating lifestyle!
Contact Jeanne Grampp at Meg Smith and
Associates, 631-206-4374.

Potter Boulevard, Brightwater - $599,000
100-year-old three bedroom, two full baths in Brightwaters
traditional center hall colonial has all the architectural details
you have been waiting for! Living room with fireplace, custom
built-ins and window seats. Formal dining room with chair
rails, sunlit den and custom office! Backyard features deck
overlooking saltwater
in ground pool.
Serenity garden,
vegetable garden- all
organic! New garage
and fabulous front
porch completes
this special place to
call home. Contact
Meg Smith at Meg
Smith and Associates,
631-647-7018.

Advertise your home or rental
CALL: 631-583-5345
EMAIL: SALES@FIREISLAND-NEWS.COM
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Treasures & Feathers: APCG Flea Market 2018
By Johnny “Boardwalk” Burke
“NEITHER RAIN, NOR SNOW, nor cold,
nor… um… freezing rain!” Ooops!... well,
whatever! And that’s just how it’s been this
spring, hasn’t it? And it was so again on Saturday, May 19! Everyone was trying to muster some festive special events despite the
freezing, wet, and windy weather, and the
Grove was no exception.
The Arts Project of Cherry Grove’s annual flea market was assembled in the beautiful
and historic Community House, where there
were far more treasures than trash! And
the lousy weather didn’t keep the die-hard
flea-marketers from their appointed rounds or
Homecoming Queen Logan Hardcore from
cutting the opening ceremonies ribbon! Tables
were set up in categories like Housewares &

Appliances, Hobbies & Games, Textiles &
Linens, Apparel & Accessories, Notions &
Naughtiness (best described as the… ahem,
adult section!) , you know, that sort of thing.
Suffice it to say the Arts Project made substantial money from donations from the
entire community, including items driven in
from Long Island and the city. Rain or shine,
the annual flea market is a fun occasion for
Fire Island friends to gather for the first time
every season and kibbitz over coffee and
fabulous finds!
Congratulations to the Arts Project and
to the entire committee chaired by Troy
Files and Charlie Balmer, and additional
volunteers, Carl Luss, Brian Clark, Bill
Fullam, Anna Tirado, and Joe Trapani.

Arts Project Flea Market Committee
members: Chair Troy Files, Maria Passaretti,
Michael Peskoff, Ken Elliot, Dale Garcia,
Meryl Factorman, and Bill Patterson.
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Homecoming Queen
(2016) Logan Hardcore
with her treasures!
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Stormy Weather?
Hurricane Predictions 2018
By Emma Boskovski
THE 2017 ATLANTIC hurricane season wrought
havoc as the year’s largest storms, Harvey, Irma, and
Maria, continue to devastate areas since their landfall. Atlantic hurricane season begins Friday, June 1,
and extends until Friday, Nov. 30, covering the North
Atlantic Ocean, Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea.
As the 2018 season is quickly approaching, weather experts have begun to make their predictions for
how the upcoming season will unfold.
According to the Colorado State University
Department of Atmospheric Sciences, there is a 63
percent chance for at least one major hurricane (Category 3 to 5), to make landfall at any point on the

Under the new administration, Trump has picked
Barry Myers, chief executive of the private forecasting company AccuWeather, to be the head of
NOAA. Trump also appointed a new administrator
of FEMA, William Long, former Alabama disaster
relief manager, in June of last year. The wake of
larger probabilities for devastating hurricane seasons
has reasonably sparked discussion in the scientific
community about the cause of the sudden surge of
more powerful storms.
The landfall strike probability for the 2018 season is also heavily reliant upon whether a significant
El Niño develops, as indicated in the report by Colorado State University. Its predictions
are based upon “an analysis of a variety of different atmosphere and ocean
measurements which are known to
have long-period statistical relationships with the upcoming season’s
Atlantic tropical cyclone activity.”
National Geographic reported
that “forecasters caution that within a
single year, there’s no solid relationship between the number of storms
in a hurricane season and the number of landfalls. That’s because local
weather conditions govern hurricanes’ specific paths to landfall – and
forecasters can estimate those only a
few days in advance.”
Detecting the effect that climate
change and its anthropogenic causes
may have is challenging because hurricanes are rare weather events. This
makes it difficult to examine a trend
based on data, according to the U.S.
Climate Science Special Report.
The Climate Prediction Center reported that “multiple conditions, such as a strong west African
monsoon, have aligned to make the
Caribbean Sea and part of the tropical Atlantic – a storm-spawning
area called the “Main Development
Region” – particularly well-suited to hurricanes,” that will affect the
IN LIKE A LION: Winter Storm Riley, on March 2, 2018, kicked up some high
upcoming 2018 season.
winds and significant flooding on Fire Island.
Last hurricane season, NOAA pre(Photos: top: Chris Mercogliano; bottom: Shoshanna McCollum)
dicted there was a 70 percent chance
that there would be 11 to 17 named
continental U.S. coastline this hurricane season. tropical storms, of which five could develop into
They estimate the Atlantic hurricane season will hurricanes. They also predicted that two to four
have a higher than average intensity, compared to of the named tropical storms would develop into
recent decades, as it is 52 percent. Their research major hurricanes.
also led them to estimate that there will be seven
According to NOAA, there were seven named
hurricanes and 14 named tropical storms. Since last tropical storms during the 2017 Atlantic hurricane
hurricane season, President Donald Trump has made season, and 10 hurricanes.
changes in leadership at the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Fed- Editor’s Note: NOAA’s 2018 predictions had not
eral Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
been released at the time this article went to print.
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Botox
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Microneedling
Kybella
PDO Threadliis
PRP Facials & Hair Loss
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Laser Hair Removal Laser Skin Rejuvenation
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Lighthouse
Package
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*
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$50 CJ’S GIFT CARD
WATER TAXI RIDE & ADMISSION
TO FIRE ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE
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Package is subject to availability, can change anytime and cannot
be combined with other offers.

The Palms Hotel Fire Island | 168 Cottage Walk, Ocean Beach, New York | 631.583.8870
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FA IR H A R B OR

Lauren Yapalater:
Native Daughter Becomes
Olympic Correspondent
By Anika Lanser
WHILE MOST FIRE ISLANDERS PROBABLY
watched the 2018 Winter Olympics from their
couch, third generation Fair Harbor resident Lauren
Yapalater watched them from PyeongChang. Along
with 15 other members of the Buzzfeed Edit and
Video teams, Yapalater covered the Olympics from
South Korea for a month before returning home. “I
had the opportunity to go to Korea for the Olympics and I pretty much was like I have to go,” she
recalled. “It was a once in a lifetime opportunity.”
Yapalater was a member of Buzzfeed’s Edit
Team and worked to write articles and produce content for the NBC Snapchat’s Olympic coverage. The
goal was to produce fun content that showed what
it was like to be a regular person at the Olympics.
She elaborated, “We had athletes come into our studios and do fun interviews. We were covering the

Olympics the way Buzzfeed would, in a way that
was really fun and personal. We had some of our
team try on luge suits and go trout fishing with the
bobsled team. It was mostly fun things to bring the
Olympics to a younger crowd than maybe they usually would be.”
Yapalater was working for most of the time
she was in South Korea, but because of her role
as a sort of cultural correspondent she was still
able to attend a number of events and participate
in some Olympic traditions. She remembered, “I
went to the snowboarding and I saw Chloe Kim,
the American snowboarder who won gold, which
was really cool.” While attending different events
from luge and bobsled to the ski jump and curling, Yapalater became a self-proclaimed super fan
of the South Korean women’s curling team. She
ended up attending every curling match that her
schedule allowed and is even planning to go see
the South Korean women’s team compete in Canada this winter. She described being in the stadium as the team qualified for and competed in the
gold medal game: “It was amazing to watch their
fan base grow over time. They didn’t win the gold,
they lost against Sweden. But it was so great to be

there because South Korea was just so proud of
them in that moment.”
While at the Olympics, Yapalater engaged in
pin trading, what many call “The Spectator Sport
of the Olympics.” She traded Buzzfeed media pins
with a number of pin traders, ultimately accumulating 70 pins and an old hat from the Salt Lake
City Olympics in 2002. She now hopes to go to
the 2020 Olympics and do more pin trading. Yapalater even was able to give one of her pins to the
captain of the South Korean curling team after one
of their games. She remembered the moment, “I
called out her name and she came over and was
like 10 feet below me. I threw a pin down to her
and she caught it and said thank you. I just loved
her and I was really excited to interact with her.”
Yapalater also was able to attend the Opening
Ceremony and witness the historic walking in of the North Korea
and South Korea teams under one
flag. “It was really special when
South Korea came in and they
were walking with North Korea
and the stadium just went insane.
It felt really emotional in that
moment to see everybody and to
see that moment. I was part of
this really cool thing where the
world was coming together. You
could just feel the emotion in that
moment and it was really awesome,” she described.
While in South Korea, Yapalater also had the
unique opportunity to cross the border between
South and North Korea as part of a highly-regulated tour of the Korean Demilitarized Zone and the
buildings where peace talks were conducted. “The
most interesting part of the tour was only five minutes long,” she said, “where we stood at the border
facing North Korea in front of these houses, literally just looked at North Korea and took a bunch
of pictures. This is the only time that you can safely cross the border from South Korea and say that
you were in North Korea.”
Although Yapalater described her experience in
South Korea as incredible and noted that “everything there is done with much more beauty than in
the United States,” it still seems like nothing can
match Yapalater’s love of Fire Island and the Fair
Harbor community especially. She mused, “It’s the
best place on Earth and no matter where I go nothing can ever compare. It’s so nice to see people
over and over again every year. After spending a
month in South Korea and spending all this time
with the team that I was with, we left feeling like
a very strong community, and for me, it was reminiscent of the Fair Harbor community.”

Your Source for Summer News on the South Shore

•

May 25, 2018

•

PAGE

31








25’ PARKER PILOT HOUSE
Bluefish · Fluke
Striped Bass
Packages
Starting at
$350


35’ SEA RAY SUNDANCER
Clamming · Tubing · Sunsets
Dinner Cruises · Office Parties
Bachelorette Parties · Sushi Sunset Cruises




TAKE OFF FROM SAYVILLE, OCEAN BEACH,
OCEAN BAY PARK, PINES OR CHERRY GROVE
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BO OK R E V I EW >> by Rita Plush

“Pride”
The Story of Harvey Milk
and the Rainbow Flag
By Rob Sanders, Illustrated by
Steven Salerno
(Random House Children’s Books $17.99)
Editor’s Note: Harvey Milk and Gilbert Baker are
legends Fire Island can count as among our own:
Milk, a graduate of Bay Shore High School is indeed
a native son of Long Island; and Gilbert Baker
frequented Cherry Grove often, especially in his
later years.
BACK IN 2008, adult audiences saw Sean Penn
as Harvey Milk in the movie “Milk,” and were deeply moved by his performance. Now young readers
can learn about Milk and his inspiring story of courage and hope.
Award-winning author Rob Sanders presents Harvey Milk’s life as one of an ordinary man
with “an extraordinary dream.” And what was this
extraordinary dream of Milk’s? To give people,
“even gay people,” equality and the hope that he
and his friends would be able to “live and love as
they pleased.” An idea held under wraps in the ‘70s,
but one that Milk, a social activist, was determined
to make public.
Days before one of the marches he and his friends
had organized, Milk decided that the march needed a
symbol. “Something to carry … to make people feel
they’re part of a community,” and the rainbow flag –
aka the Pride Flag – was born.
Young readers will see flag designer Gilbert Baker
in jeans and John Lennon glasses, hunched over his
pedal sewing machine, stitching up the panels of the
original flag, “A rainbow as bright and unique as the
men and women who walked behind it…”
From its beginnings in 1978, when the flag was
cut, dyed and stitched by volunteers, to a 30-foot
high, mile-long banner carried proudly by 10,000
New Yorkers in the City’s 1994 Pride Celebration,
the flag has become a worldwide symbol of unity
and gay pride, “printed on bumper stickers and

T-shirts … hoisted onto lampposts … And once, on
June 26, 2015, the White House was awash in the
colors of the Rainbow Flag.”
A few lines of short text on 9-inch by 11-inch
pages leave plenty of room for illustrator Steven
Salerno to dip his brush. With bold, colorful drawings on glossy paper, Salerno spreads Milk across
the open pages. Waves of brown hair, a prominent
nose, brooding eyes and an open smile show a man
who is sad and happy at the same time. His slight
stature belies the purpose and resolve with which
he goes about making his dream come true; there is
nothing slight about Harvey Milk.
Dressed in the bell bottoms of the ‘70s, megaphone in hand, shirtsleeves rolled, he shouts to a
crowd about gay rights as signs proclaim, “GAYS
MUST GO” and “GOD SAYS NO.” But the negative reaction of the pack does not dissuade him and
another spread shows him smiling, necktie aflutter
and a campaign button announcing him as supervisor of San Francisco. He had won his crusade and
was elected as one of the first openly gay persons to
hold public office in the United States.
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Salerno’s vivid palette darkens to suit the mood
as a newspaper broadcasts, “MOSCONE, MILK
KILLED,” just months after Mayor George
Moscone put into law Milk’s ordinance that made
it illegal to discriminate against someone because
they are gay. “Their lives taken by a man who did
not think like Harvey, or feel like him, or love like
him.” With it all, Sanders stresses the ”HOPE” that
Milk strived for, with dozens of miniature rainbow
flags making up the letters of the word. Fun fact:
The original had eight stripes, but over the years
they became six.
Random House suggests ages 5-8 for readers,
but since the text is grown up in content and vocabulary – no simplistic rhyming here – this reviewer
suggests that readers 8 and over will get something
out of it as well. For youngsters who feel themselves different from their peers, the story line
might help them discover themselves in the world.
“Pride,” could offer comfort to young children who
might be struggling with their identities and serve
as a pathway to conversation between youngster
and parent or a sympathetic older sibling.
Stuart Milk, Harvey Milk’s nephew, founder and
president of the Harvey Milk Foundation, carries
on his uncle’s spirit, confident that, “This book
tells a history that all children will cherish and that
will inspire the next generation of hope-givers, our
world’s youth.”
The work also includes suggestions for further
reading, timelines and biographical notes, among
them the historic date of June 26, 2015, when the
United States Supreme Court ruled that gay and lesbians have a constitutional right to marry. Harvey Milk,
be proud!
ATTENTION FIRE ISLAND AUTHORS: Are
you, or do you know, a Fire Island writer who has
published a book recently? Fire Island News is
presently seeking titles to consider for the Book
Review column. Authors, publishers and agents
please email editor@fireisland-news.com and tell
us a little bit about your masterpiece. Self-published and small press works are welcome.
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CA LEN DA R >> by Lorna Luniewski
FRIDAY, MAY 25

Plein Air Art Show

Artists from Wet Paints Studio Group will
be painting En Plein Air in the shadow
of the Fire Island Lighthouse, today and
May 26, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. All artwork
will be on display at the Fresnel Lens
Building, through June 11, and for sale,
with a portion of the proceeds donated to
the Fire Island Lighthouse Preservation
Society. For details, call 631-661-4876.

SATURDAY, MAY 26
Flea Market

A fundraiser for Kismet League of Animal
Welfare, featuring books, assorted collectibles, a bike raffle (winner to be selected
July 4th parade weekend), and more, from
11 a.m.-2 p.m., at 36 SeaBay Walk, corner
of SeaBay Walk and Burma Road.
Rain date: May 27. For details call
631-583-5430.

Sunken Forest Exploration

Explore Fire Island’s wilder side and its
special blend of barrier island ecology
during this guided tour of the Sunken
Forest – a 350-year-old globally rare holly maritime forest. Tour participants will
find out how this unusual forest came to
be, how the specialized plants and animals there interact and how humans have
influenced, and are influenced by this
unique place. Meet at the Visitor Center
at Sailor’s Haven at 11:15 a.m., today
and every Saturday and Sunday, through
July 1, for this free program. For more
information email FIIS_Information@
nps.gov or call 631-597-6183 or
631-281-3010 (weekends).

Memorial Day Blood Drive
Ocean Beach Fire Department, Bayberry
and Midway Walks, holds a blood drive,
from 2:30-7 p.m. Eligibility criteria:
Donor card or ID with signature or
photo; minimum weight 110 pounds;
ages 16-75 (aged 16 must have parental
permission; 76 and over need doctor’s
note); eat well (low fat) and drink fluids;
no tattoos for past 12 months. For questions concerning medical eligibility call
1-800-688-0900. For details, call Rob
Thornberg at 631-445-4607.

Musical Theatre

Broadhollow Theatre Company presents
“The Sunshine Boys,” at Bayway Arts
Center, 265 East Main Street, East Islip,
tonight, June 2 and 9, at 8 p.m.; May 27,
June 3 and 10, at 2:30 p.m.; and May 30,
at 2 p.m. Al and Willie as Lewis and Clark
were top-billed vaudevillians for over 40
years. Now they aren’t even speaking.
When CBS requests them for a “History
of Comedy” retrospective, a grudging reunion brings the two back together, along
with a flood of memories, miseries and
laughs. Tickets: $23; $21 ages 65 and over

with advance reservations; all tickets $28
at the door. For details, call 631-581-2700
or visit www.broadhollow.org.

Night of Living Fossils

Explore the nature of Fire Island at night
with a park ranger and search for horseshoe crabs along the shore, at Fire Island
National Seashore Wilderness Visitor
Center, located at the end of William Floyd
Parkway, from 8:30-10:30 p.m. Learn
about these fascinating “living fossils” and
the important role they play in the bay ecosystem. The program is held at Watch Hill
Dune Station, on May 27, from 8:30-10:30
p.m. Dress for the weather and be prepared
for walking on sand. Bring a flashlight and
insect repellent. For required reservations,
email FIIS_Information@nps.gov or call
631-281-3010 on weekends.

SUNDAY, MAY 27

OB Memorial Day Parade

Incorporated Village of Ocean Beach holds
their “silent march” parade in observance
of the fallen on Memorial Day Weekend.
Participating veterans meet at the firehouse, ceremony at Village Green beginning at 11 a.m.

MONDAY, MAY 28

Memorial Day Parade

Steps off at 10 a.m. at Lanier Lane and
Main Street, Bay Shore. Proceeds east on
Main Street, north on Brentwood Road,
ending at Oakwood Cemetery, where there
will be a memorial service. For details,
visit www.bayshorechamber.com.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
Annual Spring Fair

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 31 Rider
Ave., Patchogue, holds its annual spring
fair, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., featuring food
trucks, crafts, and more. Vendors can
email Cathie at cmcp61@aol.com or call
631-475-1117.

Cocktail Reception Benefit
Bayard Cutting Arboretum, 440 Montauk
Hwy., Great River, hosts a benefit, from
6-8 p.m., in Westbrrok Manor, featuring
a stroll to the newly renovated Upper and

The Long Island Gay Men’s Chorus.

Lower Carriage House, tours of the Carriage House, a presentation of “The Evolution of Bayard Cutting Arboretum,” a
cocktail reception by The Hidden Oak
Café, an Annex art exhibition by Mary
Ahern and music by Bob Tierney. All
proceeds will fund restoration projects
at the Arboretum. Tickets: $100; please
reserve by May 26. For details, call
631-581-1002 or visit www.bayardcuttingarboretum.com.

FRIDAY, JUNE 8

LIGMC Pride Concerts

Learn about horseshoe crabs and watch
them come ashore to lay their eggs, at
7 p.m., at Fire Island Lighthouse.
Suggested donation $2 per person. For
details, call 631-661-4876.

Featuring more than six decades of hits
from legendary male vocal groups, Long
Island Gay Men’s Chorus presents “Let’s
Hear it for The Boys,” featuring the Beach
Boys, the Backstreet Boys and The Four
Seasons, to name a few – as the LIGMC
celebrates LGBT pride and its 10th anniversary season with three performances,
tonight, at 8 p.m., at Cathedral of the Incarnation, 50 Cathedral Ave., Garden City;
June 9, at 8 p.m., at Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship at Stony Brook, 380 Nicolls
Road; and June 10, at 7 p.m., at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 12 Prospect St., Huntington. Tickets are $25 and available at
the door or online at ligmc.org.

SUNDAY, JUNE 3

SATURDAY, JUNE 9

Horseshoe Crab Program

Peony Path Tour

Sagtikos Manor, 677 Montauk Hwy., Bay
Shore, holds a private Peony Path Tour,
at 10:30 a.m. or 1 p.m. Learn the history,
art and horticulture of the peony and the
ongoing restoration efforts. See the sculpture of the peacock fountain, by artist
Mary Aldrich Fraser, and hear about its
production. Parting gifts, music, plant sale
and light refreshments. Hosted by Friends
of the Manor Gardens. Admission: $10;
$8 ages 65 or older and 12-18 if reserved
by May 30. If available, tickets are $12
day of event. For more information, visit
sagitikosmanor.org.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6
“Nunsense”

The Gateway Playhouse, 215 South
Country Road, Bellport, presents this
musical comedy, tonight at 8 p.m., with
dates through June 23. Updated with
new jokes, additional lyrics and two new
arrangements, this timeless riot is not to
be missed. For tickets and specific dates
and times, call 631-286-1133 or email
boxoffice@thegateway.org.
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Light Keepers Behind the
Scenes Tour

Beginning at 9 a.m., follow one of our
present day Lighthouse keepers on his
rounds, on a bottom to top tour that takes
you from the auxiliary generator and the
Light Keepers workshop in the basement
of the Keeper’s Quarters to the beacon in
the lantern room of the lighthouse tower.
Learn how lighthouse keepers from the
1860s through today maintained the light.
Includes a tour of the Lens Building,
which houses our original first order Fresnel Lens, and the Boat House. Tour takes
approximately 2-1/2 hours. Cost: $15 for
FILPS members; $20 non-members. For
required reservations, call 631-661-4876.

UPCOMING
I Fish NY

Town of Islip and New York State DEC
hold three free fishing clinics, on June
28, July 19 and Aug. 9, from 5:30-7:30
p.m., at Byron Lake Park, Oakdale. Loaner
poles and bait provided. Pre-registration is
required and space is limited. For information, call 631-224-5430.
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Ocean Beach Board Meeting
5/19/18 – “Picture Ready”
By Shoshanna McCollum

FRESH
IDEAS
NOTHING
CANNED

www.fatcatgraphics.com

A MEETING HELD IN mid-May is usually better
attended, but this wet, dreary day, did not feel like
Memorial Day was right around the corner – and the
many empty chairs in the OB Community House
were testament to this fact.
“We are working as hard and as fast as we can on
ferry terminal. Things are changing every day and
very fluid,” said Mayor James Mallott addressing
the audience in his mayor’s report. “We expect to
be picture ready by the 24th.” The mayor also added
that the village collected $7.5 million in various project grant reimbursements over the past month, making the total $15 million collected for infrastructure
projects thus far. He also reminded everyone that the
OB Village Election would be held on Friday, June
1, from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., and that one must be registered in Suffolk County in order to vote.
Richard Schelling of Public Works filled in for
his older brother Kevin in the delivery of the superintendent’s report. Water turbidity was the primary issue of discussion. After the completion of Well
#4, which was recently put online, some residents
experienced cloudy tap water. This is an effect called
“slugging” Richie explained, it happens when new
wells tap into the aquifer. He assured the audience
that the water had been tested, and found safe. The
slight body color of the water will dissipate over
time and with regular use.
Ocean Beach Fire Department Chief Ian Levine
then delivered his Fire Chief’s Report. He reminded
everyone about the blood drive next Saturday, May
26, from 3-7 p.m., at the Ocean Beach Firehouse.
(See Community Calendar on page 35 for more
information.) Levine also conveyed his condolences
to Mayor Mallott on the recent passing of his mother.
With one week to go before Memorial Day
Weekend, Ocean Beach Police Chief George Hesse
told the audience that he expects his force to be
“extremely busy” next weekend. Hesse then advised
the audience to call the police department if they
see anything that seems irregular. He also reminded the audience that if we see orange construction
fence near station headquarters to please not move it
or step around it – it’s there for a reason. (Apparently
some freshly poured concrete was spoiled last week
as a result of someone doing just this.) Finally he
reminded everyone about the Memorial Day Parade
on the Village Green next Sunday, May 27, with the
ceremony beginning at 11 a.m.
Then the hiring of seasonal personal was ratified,
including seasonal police officers, lifeguards, beach
attendants and laborers. Trustee Norris abstained
from vote due to a family member being on that list.
An authorization followed to accept change to
medical retirement policy. The said change allows
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employees over 55 years of age and 30 years of service
to the village, as well as their spouse, to be entitled to
continued medical benefits. “Pretty self-explanatory,”
Mallott said. The motion passed unanimously.
Then the authorization to amend transient marina
fees was discussed. “This is not a big money maker,”
said Village Administrator Steven Brautigam. “Fees
on the rate sheet have simply been rounded up.” It
was added that all fees would be examined at a later time to examine potential revenue sources for the
village that might at present be under-utilized.
Then the subject of buy-backs for unused employee vacation time came up. Such payouts are mandated in the adopted Employee Handbook. While no
dollar figures were presented at the meeting, Mayor Mallott said the buyback trend has gone down in
recent years due to a larger village staff.
An added agenda item as per Downtown Revitalization Committee was to accept proposals from
regional planners. People from the audience requested clarification on what this was all about. It was
explained that no one was hired yet. The sought proposals were exploratory, and the ideas suggested
in any proposals were in themselves valuable. Any
expenditure would be decided in the future.
“We have a chance to redo things,” explained outgoing trustee, Jansen Bendicksen. “This is how you
do it the right way, there are so many things to consider.” Trustee Chris Norris reinforced this statement
by saying comprehensive plans, as those sought by
the committee, were how municipalities “connect
the dots.”
When the Hearing of the Citizens portion of the
meeting opened up, OBA’s Judy Gerardi reminded
everyone about the Candidates Forum on Saturday,
May 26, at 11 a.m., in the Community House.
Sally Shapiro asked if a “security task force” would
be in place for Memorial Day Weekend. “Yes,” said
Chief Hesse. “The Ocean Beach Police Department.”
A man in the audience asked if the DMV would be
coming out next weekend, like they did last summer.
Hesse said while several security plans were in place,
he would rather not discuss them openly.
Dr. Andrew Was expressed concern about
employees not using their earned vacation time.
“That’s not a healthy plan,” Was stated. The mayor answered that the village encourages everyone to
use their vacation time when possible, but also added “there is no slow time in the village, that’s a running joke.”
Then Mallott moved to close the meeting, which
met no resistance from an atypically quiet audience.
The meeting lasted in total only half an hour. “Did
that just happen?” remarked Trustee Norris. There is
a first time for everything.
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Saltaire Meeting 5/16/18: Residents Focus
on Lighthouse Promenade Improvements
by Lorna Luniewski

WITH AN AGENDA FEATURING ONGOING
and upcoming projects, such as Village Hall, 14
Prom and 104 Pacific Walk, the longest discussion
centered around Lighthouse Promenade improvements, the last walkway in the Village to be reconstructed after Superstorm Sandy. Although FEMA
has approved reconstruction in concrete, and the
Board has bids for the walkway to be completed this
way, they are now seeking bids for the boardwalk to
be refurbished in wood, to match every other walk
in Saltaire.
When opened to questions and comments, one
resident brought information and photos of a material called Recycled Plastic Lumber (RPL), which, she
said, lasts longer, drains water and will slow down
speeding cars (as it makes noise); speed on Lighthouse Prom being another concern of Saltaire citizens.
The Board said it would look into RPL, while also
exploring options for concrete, some of which look
like wood, and cited the under-structure as the final

14 Bay Prominade

determination in what the best material to use may
be, as well as FEMA approval and reimbursement.
Another resident asked what was taking so long.
While the discussion goes on, he said, Lighthouse
Prom is deteriorating more and more. He told the
Board members they should be concerned with
safety and see that it is properly maintained. He
questioned whether speed was the motivating factor in not being able to choose a material, saying if
that was the case, people who speed would do so no
matter what.
Mayor John Zaccaro was quick to point out there
were many things to coordinate before the reconstruction, including the fact that the water main close
to the walkway could not be salvaged during the
project and would need to be replaced, which means
a portion of the Village going without water. In addition, once under construction there needs to be an
alternate route for residents who live in the east end
of the town, as well as for emergency vehicles. He

stated they have been as diligent as possible, and
hopes the project will begin in fall 2018.
The meeting moved on to the next topic, the
donation of 104 Pacific Walk by the owners, a historic house that would require being moved to another location. The DEC and Suffolk County Board of
Health need to be consulted, the location chosen, and
costs considered. There has been no decision and the
Board can say no at anytime.
After stating they would discuss the Ferry/Parking Contract Status in executive session following this meeting, Trustee Hugh O’Brien made the
motion to suspend the law regarding open containers, on May 26, 2018, during the Village’s Memorial Day Weekend event at the ball field. It was
approved unanimously.
The next meeting will be held on May 28, at 9 a.m.,
at which time newly elected officials will be sworn in.
Designs for Village Hall, 14 Bay and 104 Pacific
can be found online at www.saltaire.org.

Village Hall
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EYE O N F I >> by Timothy Bolger

Battle Brewing Over Offshore Drilling

NOT SINCE FIRE ISLAND’S sandbars shredded
schooners a century ago has this coast seen as much
drama now that New York State declared war on
President Donald Trump’s proposed opening the
Atlantic to offshore drilling.
Trump’s order for the U.S. Department of Interior to study leasing federally managed sea beds to
energy companies for fossil fuel exploration and
extraction set in motion the possibility of oil rigs off
the coast in as soon as five years. But the president’s
home state is planning a preemptive strike with critics invoking World War II in the process.
“If they go to put a platform up or an exploration
task force up, I am going to commission a citizen fleet
… from throughout the state to go out and interfere
with their federal effort,” Governor Andrew Cuomo
said, likening the idea to Winston Churchill’s recruitment of the boating public to rescue stranded British
soldiers in Dunkirk. “If you think I’m kidding, I’m
not. And I’m going to lead that citizen fleet.”
New York and other states have formally requested that Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke exempt them
from the proposed offshore drilling. So far, only the
politically pivotal state of Florida – home of Trump’s
so-called “southern White House” at Mar-a-Lago in
Palm Beach — has been granted a reprieve after the
Sunshine State’s governor argued it would negatively impact tourism.
It’s not unheard of. Gulf Coast communities
where oil rigs and related infrastructure dot the
landscape get half the amount of tourism dollars as

those that lack such eyesores, according to a 2016
analysis by the Southern Environmental Law Center. Although that may not be such bad news to Fire
Islanders eager to rid the beach of daytrippers,
And it remains to be seen how industrial

equipment’s intrusion in the seascape would impact
property values for FI’s seven-figure oceanfront
homeowners, where much of the price tags hinge on
the unvarnished views. Would buyers be as eager to
shell out millions for a front-row FI beach house that

BOEM Extends Comment Period for Providing Feedback
on Agency’s Proposed Path Forward for Offshore Renewable
Energy Leasing on the Atlantic
PRESS RELEASE: May 18, 2018
BOEM today announced the agency will now accept comments through July 5, 2018, regarding its
proposed path forward for offshore renewable energy leasing on the Atlantic.
BOEM issued a Request for Feedback (RFF) in the
Federal Register on April 6, 2018, seeking public input on its proposed path forward and factors affecting future renewable leasing offshore the Atlantic
Coast. That notice originally had a comment period
deadline of May 21, 2018.
As a result of stakeholder requests for an extension of the comment period, BOEM will be accepting
comments on the RFF through July 5, 2018. A Federal Register notice regarding the deadline change will
be published in the near future.
Stakeholders should submit comments electronically or postmarked no later than 11:59 p.m. Eastern
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Time on July 5, 2018, via the following:
Electronically: www.regulations.gov. In the entry
titled ‘‘Enter Keyword or ID,’’ search for BOEM-20180018. Follow the instructions to submit public comments in response to this document.
Written Comments: In written form, delivered
by hand or by mail, enclosed in an envelope labeled
‘‘Comments on Request for Feedback’’ to:
Office of Renewable Energy Programs
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
45600 Woodland Road
VAM-OREP
Sterling, Virginia 20166
For more information on the RFF, please visit our
website at www.boem.gov/Renewable-EnergyPath-Forward.
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O B IT U A R Y >> by Danielle Lipiec

EDITH WINDSOR:
1929-2017
features a prominent view of an oil platform? We’ll
see, should the plan move forward.
But before Cuomo, environmentalists and others opposed to the idea board their boats to form a
blockade to stop potential oil wells off FI and Long
Island, Cuomo proposed the Save Our Waters Act,
which would bar oil and gas drilling in New York
waters. It would force the industry to run oil pipes to
another state besides New York. The state also plans
to challenge the federal plan in court.
The clash is playing out just as New York plans
to expand the nation’s first offshore wind farm off
the Long Island coast. That makes the battle for the
water not just one for the state and federal governments. It’s also a fight between backers of green
energy and the fossil fuel industry.
Trump and Zinke both touted the offshore drilling
plan as an effort to assert America’s “energy dominance,” create jobs and boost revenue for taxpayers.
Besides tourism, critics of the plan warned that the
increased shipping traffic and potential spills would
also negatively impact the region’s fishing industries, hundreds of thousands of jobs and the $11 billion ocean economy.
“Over the century, the oil and gas industry has
amassed an injurious track record of oil spills and
other environmental disasters, which have had significant, lasting impacts on our environment and
public health,” said Adrienne Esposito, executive
director of the Farmingdale-based nonprofit Citizens
Campaign for the Environment.
But the issue hasn’t only riled up the usual cast of
environmentalist critics. Members of the president’s
own party are also urging he drop the plan.
“Even just the exploratory phase of offshore drilling would be detrimental,” U.S. Rep. Lee Zeldin
(R-Shirley), whose district includes the eastern half
of FI, told the Interior. “The seismic testing would
affect fish and marine life populations and is a major
concern for our environmentalists, fishermen, oyster
growers, and other businesses that are part of our historic and growing seafood economy.”
U.S. Rep. Peter King (R-Seaford), whose district
covers the western half of FI, has gone on record as
being in favor of offshore drilling in New York. “I’m
all for it,” King told WJLA-TV. “We need more energy resources. It’s a great weapon in the war against
terrorism and as far as countering Russia and Iran.”
Aside from New York’s challenges, the five-year
timeline means that offshore drilling within sight of
FI could also be stopped if Trump reverses course or
isn’t re-elected in 2020, assuming the next administration opposes the idea. But if it advances, locals
looking to take the governor up on his citizen fleet
idea might want to consider sailing out to hold their
line in the sea instead of fueling up motorboats that
may undercut the statement they’re trying to make.
And beware the sandbars.

EDITH “EDIE” WINDSOR, LGBT rights activist
and grand marshal of Cherry Grove’s 19th Annual
Pride Parade, died in Manhattan, New York, on
Sept. 12, 2017, at the age of 88. She is survived by
her second wife, Judith Kasen-Windsor.
Windsor was born on June 20, 1929, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to James and Celia Schlain,
a Jewish Russian immigrant couple. Her family of
five, which included her two older siblings, Edmond and Delphina, lived through the Great Depression during which Windsor’s family endured
the loss of her father’s candy shop and their home
above it. Through financial sacrifices, her parents
ensured they would be able to send Windsor and
her siblings to college.
Windsor attended Temple University and received her bachelor’s degree from the university’s
School of Education in 1950. During this time,
she both fully confronted her homosexuality and
met Saul Windsor, who she married after graduation as to not have to live life as a lesbian. After
less than a year of marriage, the couple split once
Windsor informed her husband of her desire to be
with a woman. Following the divorce, she ventured to New York City, where she attended New
York University and received her master’s degree
in mathematics, while simultaneously immersing
herself in the city’s gay community.
A year after receiving her master’s degree in
1957, Windsor began working for IBM as a mainframe programmer. She would quickly work her
way up in the company and end her career as senior systems programmer, IBM’s highest level
technical position. After 16 successful years of
employment, Windsor retired from IBM in 1975.
While working for IBM, she met Thea Spyer, a
PhD psychologist who would become Windsor’s
first wife. Two years into their relationship, the
couple got engaged and entered into legal domestic partnership in 1993, on the first available
day that New York City Mayor David Dinkins’
executive order to create a registry for unmarried
couples, same-sex or otherwise, went into effect.
Following an aortic stenosis diagnosis, Spyer was
given less than a year to live. With same-sex marriage still illegal in the United States, the couple
traveled to Toronto, Canada, to get married.
After Spyer’s passing in February of 2009,
Windsor became the sole beneficiary of her estate.

Judith Kasten-Windsor with Edie Windsor in June of
2017, when she was honored as Grand Marshal at
Cherry Grove’s Gay Pride Parade. (Photo by BruceMichael Gelbert)
Their marriage was not recognized by the United
States government under Section 3 of the Defense
of Marriage Act, which recognized marriage as
between a man and woman only. Consequently,
Windsor was required to pay a six-figure tax on
the estate to receive it, which she would have been
exempt from had their marriage been recognized.
Claiming “differential treatment compared to other similarly situated couples without justification,”
Windsor filed a lawsuit against the U.S. government and bravely faced the Supreme Court. In
June of 2013, she legitimized gay marriage with
her triumph over the federal government.
Windsor’s activism was not limited to the interest of herself and did not end after her Supreme
Court case. Throughout her life she continued to
attend marches and immersed herself in LGBT
rights movements across the globe. She pushed
for legislative change in her advocacy for the
Respect for Marriage Act in 2009, and openly
supported the Israeli LGBT rights group A Wider Bridge. Windsor’s undying selflessness earned
her a lengthy list of awards and honors including
her position as grand marshal of last year’s Capital and Cherry Grove Pride parades. Additionally,
she was named runner up to Pope Francis as Time
Magazine’s 2013 Person of the Year, and the Edie
Windsor Equality Award was created in her honor.
With such a list of accomplishments and success stories, it is not a question of what Windsor
did do, but rather, what she did not do for the
LGBT community.

Color the full image on page 26
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FINS Superintendent Soller Retires
By Shoshanna McCollum
AFTER A DECADE IN THE ROLE, Fire Island
National Seashore (FINS) Superintendent K. Christopher Soller, retired from the National Park Service
(NPS) on March 31, 2018. He held the title longer
than any prior FINS superintendent preceding him,
and a career spanning 41 years with NPS.
Soller made history the very first day he stepped
into the role upon his appointment in 2008. While
Fire Island is famous for its prominent LBGTQ communities, Soller would be the first openly gay individual to take the helm as FINS superintendent. He
also would be the first FINS superintendent who was
also a Fire Island in-holder, as he and his longtime
partner Jack Curry were Fire Island Pines homeowners at the time.
He came in on the heels of the very charismatic
Superintendent Michael Reynolds, whose skyrocketing career with NPS eventually elevated him to the
role of National Park Service Acting Director in January of 2017. In contrast, it took time for Fire Island
residents to warm up to Soller, who often came
across as shy and reclusive, but his accomplishments
spoke volumes.
The FINS long overdue General Management
Plan, which languished for years, was finally completed on Soller’s watch. In the wake of Hurricane
Sandy, he would deliver a comprehensive breach management plan to address the geographic changes that
affected the Otis Pike Wilderness area, while simultaneously working on coordinating with the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers on the Fire Island to Moriches
Inlet Reformulation Study (FIMI), among other storm
recovery efforts on the barrier island.
“He has taken on what others would not and I am
glad Chris has been here through these challenging
times,” said Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone
when he presented Soller with an honorable certificate
of citation at an FIA meeting on July 25, 2015.
However, many believe Soller also leaves
behind a legacy of divisiveness among Fire Island’s
constituency.
Nude sunbathing was abruptly discontinued at
Lighthouse Beach in 2013 – a terrible blow to clothing optional beach goers, as it was one of the more
popular locations where this mode of beach recreation
was tolerated in the tri-state area. Smaller traditionally
clothing optional spots on Fire Island were then systematically shutdown over the summers that followed.
“NPS Superintendent Chris Soller exceeded his
authority when he shut down the beach to nude use,”
wrote Richard Mason of the Florida Naturist Association. “To shut down the nude beach section without
calling for a public hearing on the matter, violates the
NPS Rule Book, which Mr. Soller was hired to operate by and has sworn an oath he would execute.”
Then there is the controversial White Tailed
Deer Management Plan, championed by Soller,
advocating the culling of Fire Island’s docile free
roaming deer population, which was adopted as policy on New Year’s Eve of 2015. The press release

Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone embracing Chris Soller upon bestowing him with a certificate of honor
in 2015, with FIA President Suzanne Goldhirsch, and U.S. Congressman Lee Zeldin looking on. (Photo by
Shoshanna McCollum)
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announcing Soller’s retirement issued by FINS
headquarters in Patchogue on March 22, 2018,
lauds the Deer Management Plan as one of his triumphs, but there are presently two lawsuits pending against it by three not for profits in which NPS,
FINS, and Soller were personally named among the
defendants. The suits include:
• Friends of Animals: The Darien, Connecticut-based advocacy group states that, “The National
Park Service failed to consider a non-lethal alternative
that focuses on curtailing human activity to address
concerns with deer on Fire Island,” according to
papers filed on Oct. 28, 2016, at U.S. District Court
in Central Islip.
• Animal Welfare Institute & Wildlife Preserves, Inc.: The Washington D.C. organization and
the Newark, New Jersey-based foundation filed their
joint legal action on Nov. 29, 2017. Wildlife Preserves,
Inc. is the parent organization that helped establish
the Sunken Forest in 1955. The land parcels associated with the primeval maritime forest, transferred
to NPS two years after the establishment of FINS in
1964, came with protective covenants. Their lawsuit,
also filed in the U.S. Eastern District Court, claims
that the Deer Management Plan violates those founding deeds – deeds that many consider the very heart of
Fire Island National Seashore itself.
“I think that it is important to hold Chris accountable for some of his decisions,” wrote a representative of Fire Island Animal Foundation, Inc. in an
emailed statement to our publication. The Saltaire,
New York-based organization released a report
over the winter that claims 1,442 registered comments were in opposition to the proposed deer culling, while only 107 comments supported it during
the Open Comment Period of 2014, when the White
Tailed Deer Environmental Impact Statement was
still in its preliminary stages.
If the lawsuits do not prevail, funding has already
been allocated so that FINS may retain sharpshooters
to cull the deer herd at William Floyd Estate at Mastic Beach in 2019; with either sharpshooting, a public
hunt, or some combination of both to be utilized on
Fire Island proper in 2020-2021.
Regardless of how Fire Islanders feel about the
island’s deer population, many view Soller’s position
on the controversial issue as a catalyst that changed
his relationship with the island’s constituency from
quiet reserve to outright detachment.
However at the end of April, Soller delivered
the keynote speech at FINS 11th Biennial Science
conference in Patchogue. Visibly more relaxed, he
addressed the audience with humor and candor. He
relayed private concerns about the direction things
are going within NPS under the current political climate. He also said he would miss New York, as he
and his partner plan to relocate to Soller’s hometown
in Youngstown, Ohio.
FINS Assistant Superintendent Kelly Feller is
presently serving as acting superintendent until a permanent replacement is announced.
A prior version of this article was published on our
website on March 26, 2018.
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A D V IC E >> by Camille Mercogliano

Ask Camirose

Dear Camirose,
Last summer, my husband, teenage children and I took a group
vacation in Ocean Beach with three
families that we have known for over
20 years. We have all raised our
children together and have traveled
almost every summer as a group.
This past summer our friend’s daughter (in her late teens), who happens to
be absolutely stunning, was knocked
down by a wave while swimming.
When she came back to grab her
towel, she was unaware that her
swimsuit had moved, fully exposing one of her breasts. The girl was
mortified when she realized that she
was exposed and her mom jumped
up with a towel to cover her up. The
even more embarrassing thing was
that my husband became clearly
aroused but quickly shifted in his seat
to hide his physical reaction. No one
said anything so I thought his arousal
went unnoticed.
Since then, I’ve reached out to
the group to try to plan various get
togethers and coordinate this year’s
trip, as that is usually my role. This
family has been particularly standoffish and non-responsive. One of
our mutual friends finally shared that
they were all aware of my husband’s
response and now feel uncomfortable to do group trips any longer.
I feel like my family is being ostracized. My husband is extremely
embarrassed and feels terrible about
his body’s unexpected reaction. I

don’t know how to fix this. I understand how they must feel, but I don’t
want to lose the camaraderie, fun
and friendship we have shared for
over two decades. At this point they
don’t know that we are aware of
their discomfort.
What do we do to make this
right? Talk about it with the girl, her
family, the whole group – or just say
nothing?
—Boobsrule

not say that your husband has ever in
any way been inappropriate towards
anyone. With that in mind, maybe
if he reaches out he can repair this
before it takes on a life of its own.
You also don’t mention if you’ve spoken to the mother of the teenager.
Maybe you should. I hope you are all
able to repair what is obviously an
important friendship and continue on
with your travels.
—Camirose

Dear Boobsrule,
First of all, you are right – your
husband cannot do anything about
how his body reacted to this girl.
However, I can also see how uncomfortable everyone is. I absolutely
would not have him talk to the young
girl. I think it would make things even
worse. I am hoping that none of the
adults shared this unfortunate circumstance with the teenage girl, and that
she was unaware of anything outside
of her own discomfort. I’m assuming
that your husband, and these men in
particular, are rather close due to all
of the time you say you spend together not to mention the traveling you’ve
done every year. Can he speak to
the men individually explaining how
bad he feels on so many levels? He
has managed to alienate himself from
a group of close friends in one fell
swoop. And while it is understandable that there is “an elephant in the
room” now, it should not be the ending of a very long friendship. You do

Dear Camirose,
My friends (four couples) and I are
planning our yearly group trip to Saltaire. A friend of ours takes us out on
the boat and we spend the day at the
beach, and do shopping and dining.
We usually then sleep on the boat
and head home the next day. This is
our yearly tradition. This year one of
the couples is throwing an engagement party for their son at that time.
While we are thrilled for him, the rest
of us do not necessarily feel we have
to cancel or change our plans. Being
that the date selected is the same
date we’ve used year after year, I felt
that it was unreasonable to expect us
to cancel our plans to accommodate
the party that they had planned on
that very same weekend. As we have
been doing this for many years most
of us have had conflicts as well, but
just don’t attend that year. We don’t
expect everyone else to cancel or
reschedule the weekend. It appears
that they are upset and hurt by our
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decision to continue with our original plans and not make any changes.
I can understand them feeling disappointed that they will not be able to
participate but it was their choice to
pick that day. Now there is a tremendous amount of tension whenever we
are all together. I still feel we are right
and they are ridiculous and selfish.
—Fed Up on the Water
Dear Fed Up,
It is always so annoying when
others feel that the world revolves
around them and them alone. Rather than worry about what they will
be missing, perhaps they can focus
on what they will be attending.
Their son’s engagement celebration!
If they really wanted all of you to
attend, I’m thinking they could have
picked another date. There are 364
other days to choose from. Then they
could have attended the yearly shindig and enjoyed their son’s engagement with all of you there. And best
of all, they could have continued
to live in their fantasy land where
everything is about them! Go on
your weekend trip with a clear mind
and enjoy it. Life is short!!!
— Camirose
Names and locations have been
changed to protect the privacy
of individuals. Questions for
Camirose? Write to her at advice@
fireisland-news.com.
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EN V IRON M E N T >> by Karl Grossman

The Snafu With Bamboo
FIRE ISLAND’S OCEAN BEACH was a pioneer
in this region in moving against bamboo, an invasive plant with a variety called “running” bamboo
that can extend its root system and send up new bamboo shoots many feet away – including in neighbors’
yards or in public rights-of-way.
In 1981 Ocean Beach passed a law stating that “no
owner of any land within the Village of Ocean Beach
shall permit any plants or any weeds known as ‘poison ivy’ or bamboo or any other noxious weeds…or
invasive growth…to be grown upon such property.”
Saltaire on Fire Island followed two decades later
– as have many other jurisdictions on the mainland
of Long Island in the last several years.
Indeed, Long Island “has been a hotbed of anti-bamboo sentiment going back several years,” declares the
industry website Landscape Management.
The website outlines the hope for bamboo and
the big problem involving it. “Bamboo has often
been used as [a] landscape ‘problem solver.’ Certain
species of bamboo grow quickly forming a dense
screen that can reach 40 feet or more [high.]….Bamboo becomes a problem when some species do not
stay where they are planted. Bamboo in the genus
Phyllostachys, commonly called “running” bamboo,
seems to cause the most problems. Unchecked, running bamboo can easily invade a neighbor’s yard,
popping up through asphalt driveways and dislodging sidewalks, as much as 30 feet from where it’s
intended to be grown.”
Once unleashed, it is extremely difficult for control to be gained.
The anti-bamboo beat continues. The Town of
Riverhead is currently considering joining with other
area jurisdictions that impose restrictions on bamboo.
Riverhead would make it illegal to plant or
replant bamboo or allow the spread of existing bamboo on a neighbor’s property or onto public land.
The property owner or occupant would be liable for
“the direct and indirect costs of abating the nuisance
and all expenses incidental thereto,” says the town’s
proposed code. The code, however, is being redrawn
after a public hearing last month at which landscapers and bamboo growers said the town should
exclude “clumping” bamboo. Clumping bamboo
doesn’t spread dramatically like running bamboo.
Rodney Anderson, a member of the Suffolk County Planning Commission, testified at the hearing that
the proposed Riverhead law “will hurt growers like
myself and retailers.”

There’s been a varied approach to dealing with
bamboo in this area.
There was no provision in the 1981 Ocean Beach
bamboo ban exempting clumping bamboo. Similarly, when the Village of Malverne in Nassau County passed a law in 2013 prohibiting the “planting,
growing or maintaining” outdoors of all bamboo this
included clumping bamboo.
In other jurisdictions, restrictions have been
applied to running bamboo but not clumping bamboo – as was the plea at the hearing in Riverhead.
Meanwhile, in many Long Island jurisdictions,
after battles between bamboo opponents and bamboo supporters – landscapers and growers largely –
no restrictions were enacted.
That’s what happened in Sag Harbor in 2011. State
Assemblyman Fred W. Thiele Jr., then also the village attorney, drew up a law outlawing bamboo but,
he recalled last week, there was “no agreement” on
it by the village board after a hearing. Also in 2011,
a bamboo ban got nowhere in East Hampton Village.
The first of the 10 towns in Suffolk County to
act on bamboo was Smithtown, which in 2011 enacted a law providing that “no owner, tenant or occupier of property anywhere in the Town of Smithtown
shall cause, suffer or allow bamboo to be planted,
maintained or otherwise permitted to exist within 10
feet of any property line, street, sidewalk or public
right-of-way.”

Since, the towns of Huntington, Babylon and
Brookhaven have all adopted restrictions on bamboo.
The Village of Northport in Huntington followed the
town and passed a ban. And the Village of Lindenhurst in Babylon Town enacted its own prohibition.
In Nassau, the towns of North Hempstead and
Hempstead have adopted bamboo bans. The cities of
Glen Cove and Long Beach and also Garden City
have restricted bamboo. The Village of Roslyn Harbor in Nassau adopted a ban this past June and the
Village of Flower Hill enacted one in August.
New York State moved into the situation in 2013
adding two varieties of running bamboo to its list of
invasive species and banning their sale, transportation or planting in the state.
The Brookhaven law (and eastern half of Fire
Island is situated within Brookhaven Town jurisdiction) was passed in 2012. It prohibits new planting
of running bamboo. But it permits existing running
and clumping bamboo directing, however, that “the
owner or occupant of said property confine such
species to prevent the encroachment, spread, invasion or intrusion of same onto any other property or
right of way.” The town’s environmental analyst,
Michael Albano, is responsible for policing its law.
“It’s really easy for bamboo to take over,” Albano says. And control of running bamboo is a major
project that includes placement of a “root barrier”
18 inches deep with a two-inch lip “ideally made of
plastic; metal rots away.”
Brookhaven’s penalties are tough. Its law states
that violators are subject to “a fine of $500 or $2,000
or by imprisonment not exceeding 15 days, or by both
such fine and imprisonment; upon a second or subsequent conviction, by a fine of $1,000 to $3,000 or
by a maximum period of imprisonment not to exceed
six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment.”
On Shelter Island a ban on bamboo was considered in 2012 but not enacted because of the imminent arrival of the state prohibition. Further, notes
Town Building Inspector Chris Tehan, the town code
includes a wetland provision that says in a “vegetation buffer…planting, seeding, cultivating or maintaining a previously disturbed area is allowed” but,
as to any “replacement plantings,” they must be
“native vegetation.” Also, bamboo is listed on the
Shelter Island Conservation Advisory Council’s list
of invasive species and that body states on top of its
list that includes bamboo: “We recommend you do
NOT plant these.”

BABYLON BICYCLE SHOP

218 E. Main Street, Babylon, New York
631-587-6709
www.BabylonBikeShop.com
Founded in 1968, Babylon Bike Shop has answered the
needs of the cycling community for almost 50 years...
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H ISTORY >> by Thomas McGann

Fire Island’s School Celebrates its Centennial
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Fire Island School District!
Fire Island’s only school, the Woodhull School, is a
public school located on the southeast corner of Midway and Surf Road on the border of Ocean Beach/
Corneille Estates on Fire Island. It is named after
Richard Woodhull who served first as a teacher and
then as principal from 1935 until his retirement in
1962. It currently serves 29 students from preschool
through grade six.
Officially chartered as Fire Island Union Free
School District (FIUFSD), the District was founded
in 1918 by Mina A. Woodhull. This year marks the
school’s 100th anniversary. Like most things Fire
Island, the school had a hardscrabble history from
its earliest days when the kids were only schooled
during the summer. According to a New York Daily News article dated June 13, 1982, Lillian Whitlock (nee Smith), one of 12 children, was schooled
here on the beach with the rest of her siblings by William Thompson, a NYC teacher who, according to
Ms. Whitlock, was “as strict a school teacher as could
be found.” In anticipation of Thompson’s arrival by
boat each June, her aunt, Lillian Slatterley, remarked,
“I’d just as soon see the devil come ashore.”
Mina Woodhull was the mother of Richard
Woodhull, for whom the present school facility was
eventually dedicated to in 1978. Mina taught out of
a local residence in Ocean Beach until 1924, when
a one-room schoolhouse was built. For a time, Fire
Island had two schools in operation, one in Ocean
Beach and the other in Kismet. In 1954 the current
building was constructed. A gymnasium was added
in 1975 and the library, dedicated to Harold Wilder, in 1986. The Alexander M. Van DeMark wing,
named after longtime teacher, principal and superintendent, was added in 1991.
The Woodhulls, who dedicated so much of their
lives to the education of the children of Fire Island,
boast a proud but little known heritage. They are
descendants of Abraham Woodhull (Oct. 7, 1750Jan. 23, 1826), a lead member of the famous Culper spy ring that provided George Washington with
invaluable secrets during the Revolutionary War.
Along with Benjamin Tallmadge, Robert
Townsend and Caleb Brewster, they ran the spy ring
from NYC to Setauket to Norwalk, Connecticut, and
were responsible for highly successful operations
including uncovering Benedict Arnold as a traitor.
A familiar tale involves Anna Strong who aided the
ring by hanging her black petticoat out to dry with a
number of white kerchiefs indicating in which of six
coves the courier spy would meet Woodhull.
These stories, originally presented on AMC,
can now be seen on Netflix in “TURN: Washington’s Spies.”
While many longtime Fire Islanders had a hunch
that the Woodhull family was descended from this
prestigious lineage, anything resembling hard proof
was largely anecdotal. However in compiling an
exhibition to commemorate the FIUFSD Centennial,
Teacher Integration Specialist Deborah Gerkin came
across the “smoking gun” – in the school’s archival

Teacher Integration Specialist and Curator of the FIUFSD Centennial Exhibition Deborah Gerkin, with her
“smoking gun” book. (Photo by Shoshanna McCollum)

holdings is a rare book about the Woodhull family –
a volume that had once been part of Richard Woodhull’s personal collection.
The exhibition hung at Woodhull during the
FIUFSD Budget Vote on May 15, and is expected to
hang at the Ocean Beach Historical Society later this
summer at a date to be announced.
The Mission Statement of the Woodhull school
reads as follows: “The Fire Island School District
believes in a collaborative approach to instruction
that is designed to meet the individual needs of the
students. Our mission is to create a safe, supportive,
student-centered environment. We are committed
to helping all children achieve academic excellence
through creative challenges within our unique island
setting. Our goal is to prepare the students to be
dynamic citizens of our ever-changing society.”
In pursuit of these goals the school offers programs in art, music, physical education, Spanish and
library skills, in addition to the usual three “Rs.”
Students attend from Pre-K through grade six, with
free tuition for children of all residents. The low student-to-teacher ratio has resulted in high academic achievements, as has providing each student with
their own laptop computer.
Up to 30 percent of the District’s student population at any given time has been comprised of children of Coast Guard families, lodged at Station Fire
Island, whose headquarters are roughly a mile west
of FI Lighthouse. This brings children from all corners of the United States to the District’s shores,
even if their stay is not very long, as the life of military children is often a nomadic one.
The 21st century brought new challenges to
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FIUFSD, as student populations began to decline. This
circumstance was due to several factors, including the
increase in the cost of living on Long Island, which
resulted in fewer young families with school age children able to afford a year round living situation on the
barrier beach, in combination with fewer Coast Guard
families, as the federal government took steps to cut
operating costs during the Great Recession.
However not unlike the ebbs and flows of the
ocean current itself, FIUFSD rebounded with the
innovation of accepting students from the mainland in recent years. By welcoming a limited number of off-island students to Woodhull School, with
the payment of a nominal tuition, the benefits are
two-fold: Families residing within school districts
on greater Long Island whose populations might be
overwhelmed now have a cost effective option, and
Fire Island School retains their autonomy – which
ultimately behooves the FIUFSD taxpayer.
In recognition of this achievement, Fire Island
Association (FIA) recently established an annual
scholarship program to cover the tuition expenses of
one lucky mainland student via lottery. The first FIA
Scholarship shall be awarded for the upcoming 20182019 academic year. Now that’s a way to celebrate the
next century of learning at Fire Island School!
Our appreciation goes out to Superintendent
Loretta Ferraro for her exemplary leadership in making the FIUFSD the success it has become.
Thank you Superintendent Ferraro and staff.
Fire Island News Editor Shoshanna McCollum also
contributed to this article.
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SYBIL SE Z ! ! ! >> by Sybil Bruncheon

Hi, There!
I’m the new “cub” reporter!
WELL, HELLO THERE, fellow Fire Island folks!
I’m proud and privileged to introduce myself
as the new “roving reporter” here at the Fire Island
News! I’m honored to be joining the team of wizened and weathered journalists and gad-abouts at
this great paper, and I know it’s going to be a fabulous summer season despite the most reluctant
spring I ever remember out here. Speaking of “roving” (above and beyond the fact that I do raid the
trash for interesting vintage throwaways!), my
assignment here is going to be as an all-community
purveyor of the weird, the wonderful, the wacky, the
wicked, and, if only through dumb-luck, the wise.
That means that none of our 17 little communities
are safe from my sharp eyes (and sticky fingers)! I
shall be traveling the boardwalks and beaches looking for those entertaining and enlightening tidbits,
which a reporter anchored to only one town may
not have access to, either through connections …
or bribes. Having said that, I welcome you, my new
readers, to drop gossip, questions, advice, anecdotes,
and news items into my lap, but discreetly! (I use the
term “lap” loosely. There are children about!) And I
shall do the same for you!
IT’S NOT EASY
BEING GREEN!
This 2018 season
may have started
out with some truly
chancy weather, but
after all it is called
spring, and for those
of us old enough to remember a world before “climate change” or “global warming,” spring actually
used to mean chilly evenings with sweaters and jackets, great sleeping weather, and umbrellas to ward
off those April showers bringing all the May flowers,
wherever they are!!
I happen to be a pot gardener … Let me clarify that! My garden out here on the Island consists
of decks with 50-some-odd pots in various sizes and
designs holding a mix of perennials and annuals. The
brutal cold this winter did take some of my beloved
perennials. Did it take any of yours? My sunny
Euphorbias, a bee balm, some catmints, all my lavenders ... I was heartbroken! On the other hand, other more fragile plants survived somehow, and, as we
green-thumb folks know, you’re really only in control of about half of the journey of gardening; the rest
is fate, luck, and the whims of the weather gods! One
thing I recommend immediately is to prune, prune,
prune. Just about everything from trees and shrubs to
the dead-heading of your petunias will make everything denser, thicker, and more “muscular.” The legginess of forsythias and fruit tree just makes them
look untidy, weak-kneed, and sickly, and it reduces
the amount of blossoms they produce. As a child, we
had hedges; literally walls of forsythias, azaleas, and

lilacs, because my grandmother roamed our yards
with hatchets, hacksaws, and cable-cutting shears,
much to the terror of her gardening-club pals. She
was a ruthless old New Englander, and her breathtaking grounds were the glorious result! Don’t be
timid. Clean cuts, even when dead-heading your wilted marigolds, will double the rich growth of foliage
and flowers! And if you want to make your garden
fabulous, plant some of those constantly blooming
(but one-year-only) annuals around the base of your
tried-and-true perennials, and try always to use only
organic fertilizers. Your garden, even if it’s only in
pots, will fascinate your envious visitors week after
week as new blossoms appear. I have been advised
by a friend that there are all sorts of annuals available now that don’t need to be dead-headed to
keep blooming through the summer. They’re called
“self-heading.” As a matter of fact, he suggested that
I ask my nurseryman for a … um … “self-header”
and see what he comes up with! “Self-heading” huh?
I’ll let YOU try it. Keep me posted!
SYBIL’S HYSTERICAL HISTORIES!
Dateline: Saltaire – 1949.
As prison reform began
to capture the public’s
attention, many famous
celebrities became involved in new theories of rehabilitation for the perpetrators of violent and organized crime. Better accommodations, educational
opportunities, healthy diets, immersion in the refined
arts, and even hobbies ... combined, of course, with
physical activities! And for thugs, felons, and gangs
of mafia men what could be better than synchronized
swimming? Imagine taking all that “teamwork” and
“group coordination” and turning it into a lovely ballet of attractive bodies creating beautiful shapes and
patterns! And who else from Hollywood would be
the best ambassador for the time, money, and talent
required for such a project? Miss Esther Williams, of
course, who personally donated thousands of dollars
and raised much more through the Metro-Goldwyn
Mayer Luncheons For The Lock-Up to her Saltaire
Swim-and-Sin-No-More Sanitarium. In this photo, the men are introduced to the beginning basics
of breath-holding, paddle-kicking, and proper cupping of the hands in both an efficient and aesthetically attractive way for the underwater cameras. And
don’t worry Ladies, Miss Edith Head will be working long and hard with her team to design the most
flattering and slimming outfits for the new … um …
mer-men!! Stay tuned! And lights out, Gentlemen, at
8! You’re going to need that “beauty sleep!” Esther
Williams gets hers ... stripes aren’t always slimming!
TALES & TAILS: Mr. Toe-zy and the Easter Bunny
(or Bad Kitty! VERY BAD KITTY!)
Easter Morning, 1929 – Fair Harbor, Fire Island:
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Mrs. Enid Wellfellow of Nettle-Knee Walk discovered her
beloved cat Mr. Toe-zy disguised as the Easter Bunny, presumably either to frighten the
children and eat their treats, or
perhaps to lure the actual Easter Bunny into “marital relations” and possibly to later kill
and even eat him.
The local constable was called, along with various burly workmen from the neighborhood, and
Mr. Toe-zy was thoroughly scolded and told “to
get down off the dining room table this instant!”
He did so, with a yawn, but not before snagging an antique crocheted doily and dragging
the entire condiment tray with its cut glass bottles to the parquet floor with a crash. There was
much shouting and poorly concealed laughter, but
Mr. Toe-zy refused to remove his Bunny costume,
well until mid-August “because it finally got too
itchy,” he told the reporter from the Patchogue Post.
(Postscript: Interestingly, the Easter Bunny never
was seen again in Fair Harbor. “Just plain old rabbits, and who gives a damn about them,” Mr. Toezy was later quoted.)
MOTHER’S DAY
WRAP-UP
In honor of
Mother’s Day........
A photograph of me
with my own family. From the left,
my eldest daughter, Clinique (in her school uniform
from the La Petite Académie Pour Les Ingénieuses;
my other two daughters L’Oreal and Jean Naté were
with their nannies … or wardens), myself with the
binoculars (watching the men in our family playing a
hearty round of Cross-Country-Obstacle-Course-Polo-Croquet!), my identical twin sister Dagmar (concealing a sharp object, or perhaps a firearm in her
pocket, as usual!), and lastly my own mother (in one
of her sane and fairly manageable moments!) also
holding a knife … or a gun ... or a flask filled with
gasoline … whatever …ah, good times, good times!
SCENE & HERD!… One lady turning to another
at the Sweet Lick’s garden center deck, “So Edith,
spring came so late this year, and the garden was so
cold, I just planted $400 worth of plastic flowers in
the beds. I’ll pull the tulips all out on Saturday, and
put in the roses and lilies and then the mums in the
fall. And no deer to eat them either!! A WIN-WIN!! I
can even throw them in the dishwasher!”
PLUGS: Come see me at my Friday Smarty-Pantz
Trivia Challenge shows at Cherry’s on the Bay in
Cherry Grove.
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H EA LTH & W EL L N E SS >> by Donnie DeSanti

Six Tips to Beat
the Belly Bloat
NOTHING IS WORSE than
walking around feeling like you
just ate a meal for two. That feeling
of tightness and discomfort in the
belly can ruin your whole day. And
when it starts to become a common
theme it can really affect your life.
Food has a lot to do with it of course
but there are some other things that
you can add in to help so you don’t
have to undo a button every time
you eat. Here are a few things that
can help:
Sit while you are eating: Make
it a point to put your rear end in
the chair while you are eating no
matter how busy things may be.
This sounds like a no-brainer, but
you may be surprised by how many
people are eating on the run, or eat
standing up. When we eat like this we are sending
the message to our brains that we are in a hurry. This
can promote a state of stress that can lead to unnecessary chemical reactions internally. The result is
often extra bloating. You can afford a few quiet
minutes to eat.
Slow down while chewing your food: Digestion first starts in our mouth, so it is imperative that
we take the time to properly chew our food. Otherwise, we are swallowing food that may not be ready
to digest. That means overtime for our belly, leading
to feeling more full and bloated. The bonus to this
simple tip is it will actually cause you to taste your
food more, which leads to more enjoyable meals.
Move more: This may not have anything to
do with eating so to say, but moving more helps
promote a healthy digestive fire. When you are
moving around you are stimulating blood flow to all
parts of your body including your digestive system.
The extra moving causes the muscles in your digestive system to work more, causing the expelling of
extra waste in the colon. A clean colon leads to less
bloating at each meal. Also, it is believed that exercise helps to promote healthier bacteria, which sets
up a healthy gut flora. Another benefit to keep the
bloat at bay!
Add in some belly breathing: Breathing is
something we take for granted. We do it automatically, hopefully, so many of us don’t make
conscience efforts to get quality breaths in. Yet,
many of us are running on shallow breaths, whether
because of constant stress or our lifestyle. This
shallow breathing can lead to added stress on our

system, which can keep us in a constant state of
“fight or flight” mode. Taking time to get in some
deep belly breathing before meals helps calm the
body down and release any added tension we may
be carrying into our next meal. Belly breathing is a
great way to relax and aid in proper digestion.
Ditch the negativity: It can be easy to get
caught up in some of the negativity going on in
the world, but the food table should be an “off
limit” zone to any negativity. Did you know your
stomach is considered the second brain? Yes, it has
more nerve endings than our brain. So when we are
being bombarded with negative thoughts our brain
is sending those negative signals to our stomach as
well, and vice versa. Again, this is sending signals
of stress, which leads to more bloating. Take time
out from the drama at the food table and just enjoy
your meal.
Add a digestive enzyme: The reason for your
added bloating may be a lack of proper enzymes.
When our food is being digested, there are thousands of enzymes working to break down that food.
Some of us may not be working with a strong enough
staff. Adding in a digestive enzyme supplement can
help beef up that frontline to make digestion a little
easier on the system. Ahh yes, a little relief from the
troops! Digestive enzymes can usually be found at
local health stores or online.
Give a few of these tips a try next time to help
relieve the Buddha belly feeling. Save that for the
big meals and holidays.
Bon Appétit!
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POLICE B L OT T ER >> by Timothy Bolger and Shoshanna McCollum

OFF SEASON
HEROICS AND
ANTICS
SCPD Marine
Bureau Blotters
SEPTEMBER
SATURDAY, SEPT. 2

› A Fire Island Ferry captain and

his crew rescued two boaters
from the Great South Bay in
Bay Shore at 9:30 p.m. Captain
Victor Klipp, who was operating the Fire Island Ferry
Voyager, observed a light from
a cell phone in the water and
then noticed two people in the
Great South Bay, a half-mile
from the Bay Shore Marina.
Crew members Richard
Stewart, John Murray and
James Sorzono threw life rings
and life jackets to the men and
pulled them aboard the ferry.
Their 18-foot center console
boat hit a wave and they went
overboard a half hour prior.
Officers responded to the scene,
secured the boat at the marina
and brought the men to shore.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9

› An anonymous 911 caller

reported spotting a flare at Sailor’s Haven at 9:30 p.m. A spent
flare was found on the ocean
beach and deemed a false alarm.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 23

› A Fire Island Pines man

reported using a fire extinguisher on an out-of-control
barbeque blaze at 9:37 p.m. Fire
out prior to police arrival.

MONDAY, SEPT. 25

› Police initiated a confiden-

tial investigation at the Pines
Pavilion in Fire Island Pines at
4:45 a.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 26

› A 48-year-old East Patchogue

woman reported that she was
afraid and requested a ride
home from the Davis Park
Marina at 2:54 a.m.

OCTOBER
SATURDAY, OCT. 14

92-year-old man at his Juniper
Walk home in Seaview at 7:30
a.m., but when officers arrived,
all the doors and windows
were locked.

SUNDAY, OCT. 29

› A Seaview resident reported

sparking utility wires outside
their Atlantic Walk home at 11:26
p.m. PSEG Long Island notified.

APRIL
SUNDAY, APRIL 8

› A Long Island City man and

a Vermont woman who were
renting a home in Ocean Ridge
were awoken by the sound of
a fire burning at 5:28 a.m. The
two said they had the fireplace going but that it was out
before they went to bed. Fire
Island Pines, Point O’Woods
and Patchogue firefighters
responded. The renter extinguished the flames with a
garden house prior to police or
firefighter arrival.

TUESDAY, APRIL 30

› Man rowing his dinghy became

stranded on Pattersquash Island
after his craft became stranded
in the marsh at about 5 p.m.
A civilian saw his distress
flare and reported it to a park
ranger. Two SCPD boats were
dispatched and found him after a
brief search. He was treated for
hypothermia by Mastic Beach
Fire Department.

Ocean Beach
Police Department
SEPTEMBER
TUESDAY, SEPT. 5

› Swimmer in distress reported at

Surfview Walk.
› Neighborhood trouble reported
near OB Hardware.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 8

› Loud music complaint reported

at Bocce Beach.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9

› Squatter reported sleeping in

Windswept building, under
construction.
› OB resident given summons for
unlawful trespass at Surfview
Walk transfer station.

MONDAY, SEPT. 11

› OBPD moves operation to

temporary location of Community House.
› Smithtown resident apprehended
for petty larceny of wagon at
Dehnhoff Walk.
› Complaint reported of unlawful
entry of persons at Dehnhoff
Walk residence, in which alleged
trespassers cooked food and left
dirty dishes in sink.
› Complaint reported of person
climbing through back window
at Evergreen Walk.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 29

› OBPD moves back into station

house, which has been relocated
to basketball court.

OCTOBER
SATURDAY, OCT. 7

› Resident at Cottage Walk called

to ask if cinder block he placed
on top of his chimney to keep
away raccoons was still in place.
› Resident at Bay and Wilmot
Walks complained of an individual illegally docking on
her private bayfront property
and damaging the bulkhead.
Offender in question was on site,
a Copiague resident, and issued
a summons.

SUNDAY, OCT. 22

› Motor vehicle collision occurs at

Dehnhoff and Midway Walks.

NOVEMBER
MONDAY, NOV. 6

› Motor vehicle collision occurs at

Ocean Road and Bay Walk.

SATURDAY, NOV. 11

› Water leak reported at Village

Justice Court building.

SUNDAY, NOV. 12

› Burst pipes reported at multiple

resident properties due to cold
weather. Owners contacted.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 29

› Incident recorded on an indi-

vidual choking and harassing
another.

DECEMBER
FRIDAY, DEC. 8

Bureau in an incident at
Altantique.

to check on the welfare of a
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› Suspicious person reported at

Ocean Road vicinity.

JANUARY
MONDAY, JAN. 1

› Unresponsive woman reported

at CJ’s during New Year celebrations.

MONDAY, JAN. 15

› Pushed-in window reported at

Dehnhoff Walk.

› Waste line breaks and floods

police station.

FEBRUARY
THURSDAY, FEB. 8

› Woman issued summons for

blocking walk with her vehicle
at Bayberry Walk.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28

› Man issued summons for

blocking walk with his vehicle at
Ocean Road.

MARCH
TUESDAY, MARCH 6

› Chimney fire reported at Surf

Road, OBFD responds.

FRIDAY, MARCH 16

› Open door reported at Surf Road.

APRIL
THURSDAY, APRIL 19

› Patrol pickup of individuals

getting into a physical altercation at Delivery Lane.

MONDAY, APRIL 23

› Report of unauthorized person

climbing the water tower is
received.

SATURDAY, APRIL 28

› Summons issued to person

riding golf cart without a permit.

MAY
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2

› Seal on beach reported.
› Structure fire at Cottage Walk,

OBFD responds.

FRIDAY, MAY 4

› Summons issued to Smithtown

resident for illegal docking.

› Assist Suffolk County Marine

› A 911 caller asked officers

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27

SATURDAY, MAY 19

› Two individuals from Upstate

New York apprehended at Sand
Bar for disorderly conduct
and possession of controlled
substances.
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N YC THEA TR E >> by Leonard Feigenblatt

One is Magical, the Other Isn’t
“Harry Potter and The Cursed Child Parts One and Two”
“HARRY POTTER AND THE CURSED CHILD” is a twopart, new play by Jack Thorne, based on an original story by
J. K. Rowling, Thorne and John Tiffany. The play takes place
19 years after the last in the series of Harry Potter books ended.
Harry Potter is now an adult, married to Ginny, with a son of
his own, Albus. The play opens at London’s Kings Cross Station
where Harry and Ginny are seeing off Albus, who is going to
start his first year at Hogwarts. While on the Hogwarts express,
Albus befriends Scorpius Malfoy, the son of Draco Malfoy, his
father’s arch-enemy. Unlike their fathers, the two become best
of friends.
The performances are all winners. Seven British actors from
the original London West End production are appearing on
Broadway: Jamie Parker (last seen on Broadway with the cast
of the Tony Award-winning play “The History Boys”) as Harry
Potter; Noma Dumezweni as Hermione Granger; Paul Thornley

as Ron Weasley; Alex Price as Draco Malfoy; Sam Clemmett
as Albus Potter; Poppy Miller as Ginny Potter; and the brilliant
Anthony Boyle, who is the true standout, as Scorpius Malfoy.
What makes this production truly magical is Tiffany and his
entire production team, from the set design of Christine Jones
to the costume design of Katrina Lindsey, the lighting design
of Neil Austin, the sound design of Gareth Fry, the illusion and
magic design of Jamie Harrison and the video design of Finn
Ross and Ash Woodward. Special mention to Steven Hoggett
for his movement, direction, and choreography. This is by far
the best new play on Broadway this season! Pure magic!
Lyric Theatre
214 West 43rd Street
New York, NY 10036
www.harrypottertheplay.com

“FROZEN”
THE NEW MUSICAL “FROZEN” is based on the extremely popular 2013 Academy Award-winning animated film, the
highest grossing animated film in history. The musical is
workmanlike. The performances are all good. Cassie Levy
plays Elsa and has the unenviable task of singing the film’s
Academy Award-winning song “Let It Go,” which was sung
in the film by Idina Menzel and has since been covered by
nearly every singer, and she does it well. Patti Murin plays
her sister, Anna, and turns in a fine comedic performance. The
best performance is delivered by Andrew Pirozzi, as Sven. He
is totally hidden in his reindeer costume (by puppet designer
Michael Curry) and doesn’t speak a word, yet he manages to
convey a great deal of warmth and emotion. If that is the best
performance, you know you are in trouble.
The director, Michael Grandage, had no vision for
“Frozen.” What might a more visionary director have come
up with?
Christopher Oram, the scenic and costume designer,
has really faltered. He collaborated with the special effects

designer, Jeremy Chernick; video designer, Finn Ross (whose
work has been seen to better effect in other productions this
season); and sound designer, Peter Hylenski, and together
they failed to create anything magical.
Two-time Academy Award-winning composers Kristen
Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez have written new songs
for the musical, which all sound the same and are totally forgettable. They seem to be relying heavily on their hit song
“Let It Go.”
If you want to see a dazzling film-to-stage family Broadway musical, how about “The Lion King?” If you have your
heart set on seeing “Frozen,” how about renting the DVD?
As for the Broadway musical of “Frozen” at the St. James
Theatre – let it go!!
St. James Theatre
246 West 44th Street
New York, NY 10036
www.frozenthemusical.com

Betty Buckley at Joe’s Pub
Before she begins her role as Dolly Levi in the first
national tour of the Tony Award-winning revival of
“Hello, Dolly!” Tony Award-winner Betty Buckley is
returning to Joe’s Pub to celebrate Palmetto Records
release of her new album “Hope,” which was recorded
live at Joe’s Pub last fall. There are four shows: Tuesday and Wednesday, June 5 and 6, at 7 p.m.; and Saturday, June 9, at 7 and 9:30 p.m.
Joe’s Pub at
The Public Theater
425 Lafayette Street
New York, NY 10003
www.publictheater.org
www.bettybuckley.org
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It’s a Strawless Summer
By Kirsten Corssen
YOUR SKIN IS SALTY from a long day at the
beach as you hear subtle reggae music playing in the
background. You gaze off into the horizon at the sunset, you take a sip from a straw placed in your cold
drink. Sounds like a typical relaxing evening on Fire
Island, but did you ever stop to think in that blissful moment where that straw might end up? Years
from now as you watch another sun go down that
very straw can still be floating in the ocean, causing
harm along the way.

Few people realize that these small plastic straws
are among the top 10 items found during beach
cleanups. These straws cover our beaches and are
harmful to seabirds, turtles and other marine creatures as they can be mistaken for food, and have
become a death trap for all types of marine life.
According to Strawless Ocean Study, an estimated 71 percent of seabirds and 30 percent of turtles
have plastics in their stomachs, with straws a prominent component.

According to additional studies plastic straws
are rarely recycled. Being light in weight they drop
through recycling sorting screens and often mix with
other materials, contaminating recycling loads or getting disposed of as garbage – this is if they actually
make it to the recycling process at all. Reasons these
straws end up in the ocean include being left behind
on beaches in coastal communities or they are blown
out of overfilled trashcans, transport boats, vehicles,
etc. This is a condition affecting resorts globally,
including Fire Island.
Awareness to the crisis has become a hot topic
of conversation lately. Foundations like the Surfrider Foundation and For a Strawless Ocean have been
discussing the flawed straw recycling process and
trying to get everyone on board for a “strawless summer.” The coastal town of Charleston, South Carolina, has gotten more than 70 restaurants agreeing to
get rid of plastic straws with the Strawless Summer
Campaign. Now this reporter has decided it is her job
to raise awareness on Fire Island as well, and to start
with local restaurants.
It is understandable to want a straw in your rocket
fuel or drink this summer, so here are some creative
plastic straw alternatives:
• Bamboo drinking straws
• Biodegradable straws
• Steel straws
• Metal straws
• No straw at all
Such alternatives are readily available and on the
market today.
Plastic straws may have a significant impact on
the sea, but so can humankind by changing our little habits that can impact the planet in huge ways. So
let’s start making every summer a strawless summer!

> Continued from page 12

THE WINTER THAT WAS: Highlights of Low Season on Fire Island 2017/18
Suffolk County Water Authority (SCWA). Discussion of the infrastructure began in summer of 2015,
when existing wells failed after Hurricane Sandy, leaving the remotest community on Fire Island
exposed to fire risks. (Several Water Island homes
were lost to fire in the winter of 2010.) Town of
Brookhaven broached the idea of digging new
wells, but the residents balked at the estimated 30
percent tax increase that came with them. Then
it was learned that Fire Island National Seashore
(FINS) was working with SCWA to extend water
mains from Fire Island Pines to Talisman, only a
quarter mile from Water Island. FINS approved
amending the plan to accommodate the community’s needs. SCWA, and the Town of Brookhaven,
financed with a 20-year bond, paid for the $3 million dollar project jointly. Along with a $500,000
grant from FEMA, the tax increase to Water Island

homeowners is less than half of what the original plan estimated, and Fire Island now has infrastructure with potential to benefit other neighboring
communities in the future.
Other Beach Happenings
SAYVILLE FERRY: Sayville Ferry Service
petitioned Suffolk County Legislature last November for fare increases that would raise passenger
rates for the Cherry Grove, Fire Island Pines, and
Water Island ridership by between 12.7 and 13.8
percent. The company cited increased labor, docking fees, taxes and other reasons to justify the
request. The last time Sayville Ferry Service was
granted an increase was in 2012.
BEACH HUT: After pleading guilty to criminal charges of failing to pay sales and income
taxes, Suffolk County cancelled its contract with
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Beach Hut, operators of the popular gathering spot
at Smith Point. J&B Restaurant Partners has been
chosen to replace them as official concessioners at
the beachside hangout. The Holbrook-based company also operates TGI Fridays and Friendly’s
Restaurant franchises in Nassau and Suffolk counties, as well as concessions at Jones Beach.
EMERGENCY LANDING: A small Cessna 172 aircraft made an emergency landing on
the beach not far from Robert Moses on Jan. 29.
It looked worse than it was with the single engine
craft flipped over on its back, but no one was hurt.
A flight instructor, and two 16-year-old students
were in the plane when mechanical failure occured.
Staff photographer Lauren Chenault was at the
right place at the right time, and one of the images
that she took that day is included in our Around &
About pictorial section on page 7 of this issue.
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Cherishing Those First Moments with Your Child
By Mitchell Kramer, MD
BONDING WITH A newborn is vitally important.
It helps to promote successful breastfeeding and
also can help to lower a woman’s chance of
having postpartum depression.
That moment when a child is born and placed
on its mother’s chest for the first time – there
really are no words to adequately describe it.
While women who deliver vaginally typically get
to experience this intimate connection, women
who deliver via Cesarean section previously
could not. Then came what’s been called the
“gentle C section.”
During this kind of birth, the covering that
is typically placed over the mother’s abdomen
is removed and through a clear screen she can
see her baby as it’s born. With gentle C sections,
mothers can also experience skin-to-skin contact
almost immediately with their newborns.
Another aspect that can help a mother and her
baby bond is when a mother rooms with her child
during her hospital stay after birth. This process,
called “couplet care” or “rooming in,” can allow

the baby and mother to start to get to know each
other’s schedules and needs.
Both of these birthing processes – couplet care
and gentle C sections – are available at Hunting-

ton Hospital. Expectant mothers who deliver at the hospital will stay in the hospital’s
newest unit featuring all private rooms with
en suite full bathrooms in a spacious layout. Their experience will be enhanced with
amenities such as a special congratulatory
surf and turf dinner and plush bathrobe.
Huntington Hospital also has a team of
four midwives who provide care to women
from menstruation through menopause
and beyond. The certified nurse midwives
have been educated in nursing and have a
graduate degree in midwifery.
Expectant mothers should consult with
their obstetricians and the hospital they plan
to deliver at if they are interested in options
such as gentle C sections, care from a
midwife and couplet care as not all hospitals
offer these options.
Dr. Mitchell Kramer is chairman of the obstetrics/
gynecology department at Huntington Hospital.
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POLICE
Suffolk County Marine Bureau................................631-854-8382
Islip Harbor Police...................................................631-224-5656
Brookhaven Harbor Police.......................................631-473-3052
DOCTORS
Fire Island Pines .....................................................631-597-6160
Ocean Beach (Northwell)........................................631-583-8548
Cherry Grove (Northwell)........................................631-597-6767
Davis Park ..............................................................631-597-6141
Saltaire ...................................................................631-583-5456
Seaview ...............................................................631-583-5286
Southside Hospital–Northwell Health.....................631-968-3000
PETS
Islip Animal Shelter ................................................631-224-5660
Brookhaven Animal Shelter.....................................631-451-6950
Veterinary Medical Center of LI...............................631-587-0800
UTILITIES
Suffolk County Water Authority...............................631-665-0663
PSEG.......................................................................800-436-7734
National Grid..........................................................800-490-0045
FEDERAL AGENCIES
U.S. Coast Guard.....................................................631-661-9100
National Park Service..............................................631-687-4750
FEMA......................................................................800-621-FEMA
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Pay it Forward: Fire Islanders Go to St. John
By Savannah Doviak
AS THE UNITED STATES Virgin Islands faced
devastation from hurricanes Irma and Maria, residents from Fire Island, who know the importance of
community in the wake of destruction, headed to the
island of St. John, helping friends from their past.
The smallest of the Virgin Islands, St. John has
strong ties to Fire Island, prompting a group of residents skilled in carpentry to head south and begin
the long road of rebuilding. Among those who went
was Chuck Rideout. “The Fire Island connection,”
explained Rideout, “these are friends of my past.”
It was an easy decision for him to go to St. John. He
had the skills they needed, and after seeing how his
own community came together during Superstorm
Sandy, he knew it was time to pay it forward.
The two islands have a longstanding history with
St. John serving as an escape for Fire Island residents
not ready to give up their summer paradise. “The
common thread is the true love of pristine beaches,
ocean views, and laid back individual creative vibes,”
said Randi Bailes, a former Fire Island resident and
current St. John resident. “Many famous Ocean Beach
bartenders went down in the ‘80s. There had been a
pipeline of seasonal workers who became full-time St.
Johnians for many years,” Bailes added.
Bailes experienced first hand wreckage from
the two category five storms. “I lost half my roof,”
explained Bailes, recounting the toll the hurricanes
took on her home. “Then the rain from Maria caused

Chuck Rideout on the job in St. John.
(Photo by Timothy O’Rourke)

Rideout pictured with a St. John local.
(Courtesy of Chuck Rideout)
molds and water damage to the structures with no
roofs. We lived with leaks and roof tarps for months.
The entire island became one huge construction site.”
“Once I got down there the devastation was pretty
obvious,” Rideout said, as he spoke of his experiences working on the island. “I’d say 100 percent, every

structure on the island had some or total roof loss,”
Rideout continued, describing the view of St. John
as his plane descended onto the island. Rideout also
talked of sailboats littering the hillsides and wind
damage far worse than anything he had experienced.
“St. John was incredible in its recovery. That’s
due to a passionate desire that the St. John community has for resilience. It’s very similar to what
Fire Island had with Superstorm Sandy. It takes hard
work and a close, close community of everyone
doing their best to help each other,” Bailes said.
Things are starting to look up for St. John as
building continues and tourism starts to return. Offering some insight on how to help, Bailes’ message to
the Fire Island community – “A healthy tourist season would be great. Fire Island residents should visit. Take your vacation on St. John. Everyone wants to
feel normal again.” But most importantly she stated,
“I suppose just knowing our Fire Island friends are
close by and ready to help makes a big difference.”
Despite the growing optimism, there is still a lot
of work to be done. Rideout explained he plans to
return to St. John this fall and begin another round of
building efforts.
“If you can’t come down there to move debris and
drive nails, then support the groups that are helping
out,” Rideout said. “Support FEMA, Catholic Charities, and your Red Cross – support everyone that’s
down there.”
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Warm Weather
and Increased
Upper Respiratory
Emergencies
for Dogs
THE ARRIVAL OF SPRING is a joy to many, but for our dogs, it can pose certain dangers. Upper respiratory disease includes problems mainly associated
with the mouth, nasal cavity, pharynx, and trachea (throat) and these can be
common in dogs. Symptoms may go unrecognized by owners, which can
lead to emergency situations that can threaten the life of our beloved pets.
One of the most common upper respiratory diseases we see in dogs is
brachycephalic syndrome. This affects brachycephalic breeds (short faced dogs
like the English Bulldog). The syndrome is comprised of three abnormalities:
small nasal openings and diameter of the trachea, as well as elongated soft palate. This usually starts out as a mild disease, characterized by excessive snoring,
which is often deemed normal for brachycephalic dogs. However, as time goes
on the palate tends to stretch out and swell until it causes difficulty breathing.
These changes are often subtle until the dog exercises excessively or is exposed
to a hot environment (i.e. long walk during a hot, summer day) and may result
in a life-threatening emergency. The good news is if brachycephalic syndrome
is detected early, surgery to shorten the palate is usually simple, quick, and
very effective. For this reason, we recommend an upper respiratory exam in all
brachycephalic breeds between 6 months and 1 year of age.
Another common upper respiratory disease of dogs is laryngeal paralysis.
This disease is most common in the retriever breeds, but it can affect almost
any dog. The onset of this disease is usually gradual. Two classic symptoms of
this disease are a marked change in the sound of the bark and a loud inspiration. Similar to brachycephalic syndrome, most dogs do not have severe
difficulty breathing when resting in a cool environment. However, when
the patient is exercising in a warm environment or becomes overly excited,
breathing becomes more difficult. These dogs will start to pant as they normally would, but they cannot move air through their larynx. This requires them to
breathe with an increased effort, which can lead to further swelling, a need for
an even greater respiratory effort, and thus can start a life-threatening cycle.
Since dogs regulate their temperature through panting, these patients often
develop a dangerously high temperature.
Surgery also can be performed to correct this disorder in most patients.
Again, if this disease is left too long without treatment, the chances for a successful surgery can decrease markedly. In most cases, surgery is not recommended during the very early stages of this disease, when the patient is doing
well with a slightly increased noise during breathing. These patients can often
be treated by strict management of their environment - keeping them cool in
the summer, avoiding exercise during the hottest times of the day, and minimizing overexcitement. However, surgery is recommended if the patient has
a loud breathing pattern that limits their exercise tolerance or if they are seen
on an emergency basis due to a respiratory crisis. The disease is diagnosed
by clinical signs in combination with an upper respiratory exam that is performed under a short-acting anesthetic.
Other upper respiratory diseases include foreign bodies in the back of the
throat or trachea, severe trauma to the neck, tumors, tracheal collapse, or a
severe allergic reaction. If you think your dog might be having an upper respiratory emergency, take your pet to a veterinarian immediately.
Helpful hints to determine if your pet has difficulty breathing include a
markedly increased effort during inspiration, a pant that becomes loud, and
inability to rest and stop panting in a cool environment. Most dogs have a
respiration rate of less than 30 breaths per minute when resting in a cool
environment. You may also notice your dog using his or her abdominal muscles to help breathe in circumstances that require an increased respiratory
effort. These are generally not diseases that can wait until tomorrow, as clinical symptoms can progress rapidly.
Veterinarians can take steps to help save your pet’s life during an upper
respiratory crisis. It is important for owners to become aware of symptoms
of respiratory distress in dogs, since they can be more difficult to detect than
in humans. If you think your pet is having difficulty breathing, this should be
evaluated quickly as it may progress into a true emergency crisis.
At the Veterinary Medical Center of Long Island, we routinely see emergencies for critical patients and are therefore staffed with highly trained licensed
nurses and emergency doctors that are committed to staying on the cutting
edge of veterinary medicine. Our goal is to provide you with an accurate
diagnosis and treatment plan so you can make an informed decision on how
to proceed. For more information about any of our services, please visit us on
the web at www.VMCLI.com or call 631-587-0800 and speak to any of our
helpful client care coordinators.
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A Day in the Life of Fire Island
Reader Contributed Photographs

Sea Spray Gull, by Robert Zash.

Luigi Among the Tulips,
by Sarah Gruarin.

Could be Venice,
by Robert Webber.

Four-year-old Lillian
Strout and Louis
Ackner, by Ann Niland.

Lois Lane, by Jason Bendicksen.

Spring Storm, by Susan Kravitz.

Flag at Babylon, by James Hardy.
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Church in Shades of White, by Lauren Chenault.

www.fireisland-news.com

We’re spending the summer right
here with you, in case you need us

Northwell Health Physician Partners Immediate Care
Centers are providing expert healthcare on Fire Island.
Our dedicated team offers
comprehensive, onsite, quality
treatment for nonlife-threatening
illnesses and injuries. In emergency
situations, transport to Southside
Hospital is arranged. Southside
Hospital is one of Northwell Health’s
premier tertiary hospitals and
trauma centers.

Easy access

504 Bayberry Walk, Ocean Beach, New York 11770
(631) 583-8548
153 Doctors Walk, Cherry Grove, New York 11782
(631) 597-6767
Most insurance accepted

Walk-in hours
Monday – Friday
Weekends

9am – 11am; 4pm – 6pm
9am – 12pm; 3pm – 6pm

Serving the community
June 1 through September 3
Northwell Health Physician Partners is the dedicated team of physicians and staff
employed by Northwell Health. Experts in over 100 specialties, we work together as
a medical group practice using Northwell Health’s unique resources and research.
Committed to providing the best in compassionate care, informed by the most current
advances in medicine, we continuously raise the standard of care for our patients and
their families. Visit us at Northwell.edu/PhysicianPartners.

