


A rare combination of humility, integrity, wisdom, and courage. May 
God use this book to bring back spiritual health to the churches.

— Co nr a d M bew e , pa st o r , Ka bwa t a B a pt ist C h u r c h

My prayer is that this book will provide not only exposure but protec-
tion for people who might be drawn into error.

— Jo hn  Ma c Ar t h ur

A treasure trove for those wondering what to make of preachers who 
promise us health and wealth now, if only we will believe.

— Ma r k D ev e r , pa st o r , Ca pit o l H i l l B a pt ist C h u r c h

Teaches the biblical truth of the transforming grace of God in Christ that 
can change lives forever.

— H. B. Ch a r l e s Jr ., pa st o r - t e a c h e r , Sh i l o h 
Met ro po l i t a n Ba pt ist  Ch u r c h

A spine- chilling account of the author’s escape from the dark world of 
the prosperity gospel to find the biblical truth.

— St ev e n J. La w so n, pr e side nt , One Pa ssio n Minist r ie s

Graciously exegetes the prosperity gospel in a way that is clear and help-
ful to someone who is mostly ignorant of the movement.

— Su mme r J a e g e r , po d c a st h o st , Sh eo lo g ia ns

We come away from this compulsively readable book as encouraged as 
we are enlightened. A testimony of grace that exalts the God who saves.

— Ow e n St r a c h a n, a u t h o r , Al way s i n Go d’s H a nd s  
a nd Awa k e ning t h e E va ng e l ic a l M ind

Costi is a kind and gentle shepherd who loves his sheep. As you read this 
book, hear it delivered in the voice of someone who cares about you.

— To dd Fr ie l , a u t h o r ; h o st , Wr e t c h e d T V a nd R a dio

A refreshing and engaging reminder that the greatest blessing we could 
ever receive is already ours in Christ’s gospel.

— Ja r e d C . Wil so n, a ssist a nt p r o f e sso r , Spu r g e o n Co l l e g e
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This sobering assessment is also a loving and compassionate plea for 
those trapped in the prosperity gospel. I enthusiastically commend this 
book to you.

— Just in Pet e r s , eva ng e l ist a nd a po l o g ist , 
Just in  Pet e r s  Min ist r ie s

Nothing short of an earth- shaking account of a man who once walked 
in darkness but has come into the light.

— Je f f R o binso n, se nio r e dit o r , Th e G o spe l C oa l i t io n

Not only diagnoses the disease of the false gospel that has infested the 
church but also offers the cure.
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dir e c t or , IFCA Int e r na t io na l

Paints a picture of the prosperity gospel rarely seen. A clear account of 
the true gospel of Jesus Christ.

— Da wa in At k inso n, h o st a nd f ou nde r , 
Th e  B.A.R. Pod c a st  Net wo r k

A helpful primer on the prosperity gospel. The perfect blend of testi-
mony, teaching, and tried- and- true tips for ministering to those caught 
in unbiblical teaching.

— Mic h e l le  Le sle y, wo me n’s  disc iple sh ip 
bl o g g e r , a u t h o r , a nd s pe a k e r

Costi has wonderfully laid out his story of being saved from the pros-
perity gospel world. I pray that this book will be widely read.

— Br o o k s Buse r , pr e side nt , Ra dius Int e r na t io na l

Eye opening, God honoring, biblically accurate, honest, and gracious. 
Required reading for every Christian.

— Ba r r y L . Ca me r o n, pa st o r , Cr o ssr oa ds Ch r ist ia n Ch u r c h

Writing with raw honesty and without personal vendetta, Costi pro-
vides an enormous service to the church.

— Co r y M . Ma r sh , a ssist a nt p r o f e sso r , 
Sout h e r n Ca l i f o r nia  Se min a r y
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Dedicated to my wife, Christyne, and our 

children. This book is a “memorial stone” 

of God’s undeserved grace upon us. May we 

always determine to be nothing but humble, 

faithful, trustworthy servants of the body of 

Christ. God gets the glory. We get the joy.
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Statement of Financial Accountability

In an effort to operate with transparency and integrity, 

allow me to state the obvious: a book speaking against the 

prosperity gospel technically makes money off of the prosperity 

gospel. As such, it is my conviction that a word concern-

ing the use of royalties is appropriate here. I intend to 

use proceeds from this book to fund theological educa-

tion and resources for pastors and leaders who have been 

exploited by the prosperity gospel. I pray that this project 

will give more than it ever takes. May it be blessed to be 

a blessing.

9780310355274_GodGreedGospel_int.indd   8 4/30/19   1:20 PM



Contents

Acknowledgments  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11

Preface: The Heart of the Author  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13

 1. Growing Up Hinn   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .21

 2. Anointed and Arrogant  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .33

 3. The Laws of Prosperity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .45

 4. Living the Abundant Life  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .55

 5. Unanswered Questions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .67

 6. Don’t Let Those Baptists Brainwash You   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .83

 7. Marriage and Ministry: A Divinely Appointed Disaster  .  .101

 8. Transformed by the Truth   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .131

 9. A Dangerously Abusive Theology .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .149

 10. A Balanced View on Health and Wealth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .179

 11. How to Reach Those Caught in Deception  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .193

Appendix 1: Frequently Asked Questions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 213

Appendix 2: Recommended Reading  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 221

9780310355274_GodGreedGospel_int.indd   9 4/30/19   1:20 PM



11

Acknowledgments

A project like this is no solo effort. I’ve had tremendous support 

from people who have walked with me along the way.

I am grateful for my wife, Christyne. She’s stood faithfully 

by my side, been a constant prayer warrior, and loved me uncon-

ditionally in my seasons of doubt and despair. She is the greatest 

teammate God could have ever given me. Her keen and construc-

tively critical eye has been an asset throughout this project, and 

her willingness to sacrifice our one day off a week allowed me 

to write outside of my regular schedule working for our church. 

I didn’t write this book on church time, when people expected 

me to be doing my job. She saw the big picture and believed this 

would be worth the sacrifice. She is my crown jewel (Prov. 12:4).

Next, I wouldn’t be where I am today without our church 

family. The elders and members at Mission Bible Church have 

prayed for us, supported us, and encouraged us every step of the 

way. I’m thankful for the teaching pastor, Anthony Wood, who 

gave me my first “non- prosperity gospel” ministry job, then 

9780310355274_GodGreedGospel_int.indd   11 4/30/19   1:20 PM



12  God, Greed, and the (Prosperity) Gospel

discipled me. Before I ever started seminary, he gave me three 

generations of theological books— my first library— from his 

grandfather (Ralph), who was a pastor, his dad (Gene), who was 

a pastor, and his own collection. These allowed me to learn his-

torical truths that orthodox Christians have trusted for millennia. 

I owe a debt of gratitude to the Wood family for their selfless 

sacrifice for more than seven years.

Myriad friends have helped this project come to fruition. It was 

Dr. Owen Strachan, my friend and a professor from Midwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, who called me one sunny California 

afternoon and warmly demanded, “You have to write a book and 

help people on this topic!” I’m thankful for his passion for the truth. 

Erik Wolgemuth has become a trusted ally, and without his exper-

tise and guidance, this project would not have come this far. Most 

of all, he prioritizes the gospel. I can’t imagine partnering with any-

one else to publish books. My editor, Carolyn McCready, and the 

entire team at Zondervan are heroic for being willing to stand up 

to the prosperity gospel and publish this book. Their guidance has 

been nothing but superb. With so much corruption in the world 

today, this generation needs a publisher like “Z” to put out material 

that rescues and inspires us to have hope.

I also want to thank you, the reader. You’ve taken a chance in 

buying the book, and for that, I am grateful. I don’t know what 

expectations— or possibly burdens— you have in reading it, but 

I trust that God will inspire you through the pages that follow.

Mostly, I am thankful to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

for saving my life. I was on a course of sordid gain and exploita-

tion until he reached down and plucked me out of the misery I 

thought was living a dream. I have decided to follow Jesus. No 

turning back, no turning back.

9780310355274_GodGreedGospel_int.indd   12 4/30/19   1:20 PM



13

Preface
The Heart of the Author

If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to 

Hell over our dead bodies . And if they perish, 

let them perish with our arms wrapped about 

their knees, imploring them to stay . If Hell 

must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth of our 

exertions, and let not one go unwarned and 

unprayed for .

—  CHARLES SPURGEON

Just a short while ago, I had the chance to sit with one of my liv-

ing heroes. Dr. Steven J. Lawson probably wouldn’t like my choice 

of words because he doesn’t view himself as heroic. But his advice 

rings in my ears every time I share the story of how I left the 

prosperity gospel.

“Telling your testimony is fine,” he explained. “Paul the 

apostle did it. Many others have told their testimonies too. It can 

be helpful. But don’t be one of those people who makes sin look 

so good that people want to go out and do it!”
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His voice elevated with passion. “And it needs to point to 

Christ and glorify God! Storytelling for the sake of storytelling 

doesn’t do much good. The gospel must be the focus.”

My face flushed, my head bowed low, and my collar suddenly 

felt way too tight. At that moment, I resolved in my heart, This 

prosperity gospel book needs to be inspiring. It needs to be truthful. But above 

all else, it needs to glorify God and communicate the gospel.

This book is written with that purpose in mind. The glory of 

God is the chief end of every Christian’s story. Those who have 

been redeemed tell of the Redeemer and warn of the dangerous 

distractions that lead to darkness. This may be my story, but its 

purpose is way bigger than me. I am sharing intimate details about 

the life that I was saved from so you too can be saved or help save 

others. Even then, it’s not my story that will save you. Only the 

true gospel has that power (Rom. 1:16). This, ultimately, is a story 

about the one who can break any soul free from the bondage of 

deception. It is about the God of grace whose purposes and plans 

are unstoppable and who mercifully accepted me even after I had 

smeared his name for greedy gain. This book is about the man-

date of the church to be salt and light throughout the earth and 

to stand up for the truth when Jesus Christ is being falsely repre-

sented as a commodity. There is much work to be done. God can, 

and does, save even the most ardent sinner. He also uses people to 

make a difference. Will you be ready when he chooses to use you 

in his plan of salvation? Maybe it’s you who needs to change. Or 

maybe it’s you who will help others to change.

As we journey through these pages together, I promise to be 

brutally honest. Although I will be naming names and calling out 

sin, I’ll remain biblical in that approach. You may be a Christian 

who has been upset by the injustice of prosperity preachers, and 

Preface
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you’ve picked up this book looking for answers. If so, I promise 

to provide answers to your most pressing questions.

Here are a few more things you should know:

I’m writing to the average reader. I’ve written in magazines, posted 

numerous blogs, and coauthored academically researched work 

geared toward Christians who know a fair amount about their 

faith. But this book is not going to contain endless chapters on 

the historical and theological roots of prosperity theology. Nor 

will you find hundreds of footnotes for academic works that I’ve 

used to back up each statement. Better authors and scholars have 

written textbooks on this topic, and I highly recommend one of 

those if you’re looking to go down every historical rabbit hole of 

this dangerous belief system. Instead, I’ve written my story with 

biblical teaching points along the way to help you understand the 

truth.

Constructive critics have come to my table from both sides of 

the equation. Some have told me, “Costi, this book needs to be 

more theological. Stories don’t save people.” Others argue, “Costi, 

people being deceived don’t understand theology. You need to 

relate to them with just your personal stories.” The truth is, there 

is theology in this book, and there are stories. But neither side will 

be fully satisfied, which is why we’ll always need more books on 

the topics at hand.

I’m on a rescue operation. There are millions of people who need 

to be saved from the prosperity gospel deception like I was. I’m 

trying to reach them, while at the same time inspiring other 

people to reach them too. I want people to see that the prosperity 

gospel is damning and abusive. It exploits the poor and ruins the 

lives of some of the world’s most vulnerable people. This book is 

exactly what I would say if a confused prosperity gospel follower 
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came to my house and sat with my wife and me at the kitchen 

table for several hours or if a curious Christian asked me, “So why 

did you walk away from that life?” It’s also what I would say if 

someone came asking how they can make a difference. You’ll find 

out what life is like in the prosperity gospel world, how I got out, 

and how you can help other people get out.

I’m not angry at my family. I love the Hinn clan with all my 

heart. My father is an affectionate, generous, and loving man. My 

mother is a hospitable, caring, and loyal woman. Like every fam-

ily, we’ve had our challenges and disagreements, but all my life 

they’ve done nothing but try their best to love me as a son. My sis-

ters are incredible women who would rush to my aid at the sight 

of a distressing text message. Every one of my uncles and aunts 

has treated me like their own since I was born. My uncle Benny 

always favored me, was generous beyond measure, and has never 

once insulted me to my face even in the midst of my opposition 

to the theology he has propagated.

Let me repeat what I’ve already said in a different way. This 

book is not a smear campaign or a vengeful crusade. This book is 

not about vendettas. It is about the truth. It is about loyalty to Jesus 

Christ and the true gospel. It cannot be overlooked, however, that 

a public stand for the gospel will not be without controversy and 

pain. Some relationships in the family have been strained because 

certain family members refuse to walk in the truth. No matter 

the cost, the true gospel is always more important than people 

pleasing.

I’m not judging anyone’s salvation or final destination. This book is 

not a judgment concerning the souls of those caught up in the 

deception of the prosperity gospel or who preach it. As long as 

they’re still breathing, anyone can repent of their sins and be 
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changed by God’s power. No doubt there will be people who say, 

“Who are you to judge someone else? Focus on yourself. Only 

God can judge.” To them I refer to the words of Jesus and the 

apostle Paul.

Jesus warned the hypocritical Pharisees, “Do not judge so that 

you will not be judged. For in the way you judge, you will be 

judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to 

you” (Matt. 7:1–2).1 The plain meaning of the text is exactly what 

it says: how you judge is how you will be judged. If we apply that 

to this book, it means that if I am preaching the prosperity gospel 

yet calling it out at the same time, I am a hypocrite. If I ever go 

back to preaching the prosperity gospel, I should (and will) be 

judged in the same way that I am judging those who preach it. 

Jesus warned the Pharisees not to judge because they were judg-

ing with a hypocritical spirit— that’s a dangerous way to go. It’s 

one thing to be a sinner who turns from sin (we all should). It’s 

another thing to be calling out the sins of others while you’re still 

doing the very thing you’re calling out.

Second, when Paul was dealing with an immoral situation in 

a church, he explained that judging inside the church is part of 

how we keep each other accountable. He writes, “For what have 

I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are 

within the church? But those who are outside, God judges. Remove 

the wicked man fRom among youRselves” (1 Cor. 5:12–13). God will 

1 The following article provides a deeper look at the topic of judging in relation to this 

passage and others, like Luke 6:37. Biblically speaking, we do need to analyze the teachings 

of all pastors (Acts 17:11) and compare them with Scripture. A verdict on their teaching 

doesn’t mean a verdict on their souls. See Jeremiah Johnson, “Frequently Abused Vers-

es: Is Judgment Always Forbidden?” https://www.gty.org/library/blog/B150916/frequent-

ly-abused-verses-is-judgement-always-forbidden.
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have the final say on those who preach the prosperity gospel, and 

the Bible makes it clear that it won’t be pretty. For now, we are 

called to speak the truth, protect people from harm, and pray for 

their souls. That’s love.

I’m hoping you will do something about this gospel injustice. Without 

apology, this book is a call to action. Whether you identify as a 

non- Christian but believe in moral justice, or you are a Christian 

who needs to stand against this false gospel, I want you to be 

inspired to action. Every one of us has been blessed with a sphere 

of influence, and we have the power to use it to help others. It 

doesn’t take much if we all do our part. Some of us need to speak 

up about the issue and be content with the controversy it brings. 

Others need to wake up and realize there is an issue. The pros-

perity gospel often slips under the radar, and in many places it is 

ignored as some fringe religion. But you know what? It’s main-

stream, and it’s hurting a lot of people both inside and outside the 

church today. Millions of sick and poor people are being targeted 

in the third world by “pastors.” Real pastors must be willing to 

stand for truth, and people must demand that they tell the truth. 

From major media to small country churches, let’s do our part.

This deception is nothing new. Even in the early church, there 

were those who sought to distort Christianity and twist the gospel 

for personal gain. False teaching has always been a go- to strategy 

by the devil to confuse people and distort the gospel of Christ 

(Gal. 1:8). Let’s not be surprised by this. But even more, don’t let 

this be just another book on a challenge the church is facing. Let’s 

join the ranks of those who long before us were faithful to stand 

up for truth and do something about it. I’m cheering you on, and 

I stand with you in this battle for truth.

So are you ready? Come with me into the depths of the 
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prosperity gospel and see for yourself whether it’s a gift from 

God that can make us all rich or a weapon for greed mongers 

and charlatans. Walk with me on the fine line between truth and 

error and see what destruction looms and what great mercy lies 

in the hand of God. There is much to learn.

Let me tell you about God, greed, and the prosperity gospel.
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1

Growing Up Hinn

I’m a sample of Jesus . I’m a super being .
—  BENNY H INN

“Costi! Get over here now!”

With a jolt, I quickly turned to look behind me. I was in the 

green room at the healing crusade, mere inches away from the 

bowl of Cheez- Its, with plans to devour them by the handful. But 

instead, I was busted. It was my father hollering at me, and he was 

worked up into a frenzy.

“Oral Roberts is about to leave, and he is waiting to lay hands 

on you! What are you doing back here? The power of God is about 

to hit the place! Hurry!” he commanded. As we rushed down 

the stadium hallway, the scolding continued. “This is a once in a 

lifetime opportunity to be prayed for by the greatest man of God 

to ever live besides your uncle. Don’t let me catch you back there 

again!”
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I was just an awkward teenager enjoying a free vacation and 

trying to get a snack during the four- hour healing service that my 

uncle, Benny Hinn, was conducting, but my dad had other plans. 

It wasn’t easy to endure the whole service without sneaking into 

the green room available for staff members. The people in there 

were always so nice that I preferred to be back there much more 

than in the arena filled with singing, yelling, fundraising, and 

commands to pray in tongues.

Everyone who worked the crusade as staff or volunteer always 

walked on eggshells during the service. If even attenders were 

caught moving during key points, it wasn’t uncommon for my 

uncle to scold the crowd, “Don’t move! Shhh . . . The Holy Spirit 

is here. Don’t grieve him!” If a staff member or volunteer was 

caught— that was not pretty. No matter how long the service, you 

never wanted to get caught moving around and being a distrac-

tion, because we believed that Satan used distractions to cause 

people to miss out on their healing or their touch from God. Not 

paying attention? Jesus will simply pass you by.

This night, I had sneaked off the left side of the stage. Uncle 

Benny turned his head to speak to the right side of the arena, and 

I was out of my seat so fast nobody knew I had even been there. 

Nothing can come between me and the green room now. Or so I thought.

What I remember after getting busted is my father sobbing 

harder than I’d ever seen anyone sob as a frail old televangelist 

put his massive hand on my head and mumbled something about 

favor, anointing, the miraculous, and blessings. Then it was done. 

Okay! I thought. Now that this is over, let’s get back to the green room. 

As I walked back to the arena floor with my father, he told me 

that the greatness of the moment I had just experienced would 

become evident in the years ahead. The special anointing on my 
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life was set, sealed, and certain to produce abundant blessings. I 

was going to be a very healthy, wealthy, and happy man. Bring it 

on, Lord, I’m ready when you are!

Family Ties

While the Hinn name has come to be associated with healing 

services and the prosperity gospel, it wasn’t always that way. The 

prosperity gospel and faith- healing belief systems represent only 

a few individuals within the entire family, and our family is huge. 

Many members of the Hinn family went a completely different 

direction in life. Even today, there are hardworking, God- honoring 

Hinns who have integrity in all they do. Some run successful 

businesses and work for major corporations. Some have worked 

in high- level positions with local government and US homeland 

security. Others have donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to 

the poor, expecting nothing in return. Most have never made a 

dollar they didn’t honestly earn— most. Unfortunately, our family 

has not been in the news primarily for earning an honest wage 

or helping the poor. If you’re reading this, chances are you’ve 

probably come to know the Hinn name for all the wrong reasons.

My father grew up in Jaffa, Israel. Arabic was the family’s 

first language, and a small but loving home was the center of 

family life and happiness. My Greek grandfather, Costandi (Costi) 

Hinn, whom I am named after, worked a job for a department 

of local government and was well respected. False claims have 

been made about his being the mayor of Jaffa; he wasn’t. My 

Armenian grandmother, Clemance Hinn, was a homemaker who 

could put you in a food coma for days. She was the most loving 

woman and a devoted mother, and even up until her death in 
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2016, her doors were open to everyone (as long as they stayed 

to eat!). The religious beliefs of the Hinn family were staunchly 

Greek Orthodox, though it was more cultural than anything. I 

visited the neighborhood my father grew up in as a young boy, 

and to this day people there tell stories about the warmth and 

love within the Hinn family home. But not every child in the 

Hinn home felt that love.

At around six foot two and 200 pounds, my grandfather Costi 

had a solid work ethic, a blue- collar outlook on life, and the looks 

of Clark Gable. He was a man’s man. He expected his six boys to 

behave like men, and especially for his oldest son to possess some 

level of fortitude to establish himself as a respectable man. This 

is normal in Middle Eastern culture. At the very least, the oldest 

son is expected to make his father proud. He doesn’t have to be 

rich. He doesn’t have to be famous. He just has to do something 

respectable.

This expectation proved problematic for my uncle Benny, 

because he was withdrawn and stuttered, was much more fem-

inine than the other boys, and made wild claims that were 

considered silly schoolboy tales. One of his most well- known 

claims was that when he was eleven years old, Jesus physically 

appeared to him in his room and revealed to him that he would 

be in ministry one day.

My grandfather Costi, however, was not impressed with 

Benny, his oldest son. Costi would say to him, “Out of all my chil-

dren, Toufik [his real name is Toufik Benedictus Hinn], you won’t 

make it.” This crushed Benny’s young heart. He would think, Yes, 

I will make it! To this day, my uncle Benny has made it clear that 

his father’s words wounded him and motivated his desire for suc-

cess in life. At the root of all of this family drama lies one thing: 
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a father who wanted his son to work hard and make an honest 

wage, and a son who felt rejected by his father and set out to prove 

him wrong.

War, Peace, and Poverty

In 1967, the Six- Day War erupted, and the Arab- Israeli conflict 

surged to new heights. So many bombs exploded near the Hinn 

family home that they frequently had to take shelter in under-

ground bunkers. In a wise and protective move, my grandfather 

Costi found a sponsor in North America, and by July 1968, the 

family— Costi, Clemance, and their children— emigrated to 

Toronto, Canada. They had finally escaped the violence of the 

Middle East, but new challenges arose. Culture shock set in, and 

life would never be the same.

As the family settled into their new Canadian home in Toronto, 

Ontario, it became clear that life in the Great White North was 

not going to be like life in Israel. They spoke no English, had few 

friends, and were crammed into a small home. My grandfather 

went from steady work in Jaffa to a factory job in Toronto that 

paid modestly, and when another child was born, he had eight 

mouths to feed. The Hinn family experienced what many immi-

grants do. They figured out quickly that they would have to fight 

to survive.

My father and uncles were enrolled in school, where they 

quickly became a laughingstock. Because they spoke very little 

English, they used the word hi as a primary response. “Hello,” 

someone would say. “Hi,” was their simple reply. “What is your 

name?” the person would ask. “Hi  .  .  . hi  .  .  . hi,” they would 

answer and quickly exit the scene. Many times they were bullied 

9780310355274_GodGreedGospel_int.indd   25 4/30/19   1:20 PM



26  God, Greed, and the (Prosperity) Gospel

and made fun of for their ethnicity, so strength in numbers meant 

survival.

After fighting through the first few years, the young Middle 

Eastern immigrants found meaningful friendships with other 

immigrant children and settled into their peer groups. All of the 

brothers, that is, except Benny, who eventually was approached 

by a group of students at Georges Vanier Secondary School who 

wanted him to come to a prayer meeting. Perhaps seeking accept-

ance, Benny went to the meeting, where the students began to 

speak in tongues. Around the time that he joined the group and 

believed he was converted to Christianity, he began to claim hav-

ing visions of Jesus.

The rest of the Hinn family was not happy about it. My grand-

father made one thing very clear to Benny: “We did not come to 

Canada for religion. We came for peace.” The religion of the Hinn 

family was already set. We were a Greek Orthodox family. This 

extreme version of westernized Christianity that Benny had just 

converted to was not going to fly.

Benny, however, continued down his path, determined to 

make something of himself. It didn’t take long for him to find 

his calling. While the rest of the family pursued various jobs and 

education to establish a steady income, his greatest inspiration for 

a career came from an unlikely source: a woman preacher.

The Lady in the White Dress

The year was 1973. It was a cold winter Friday in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania, just a few days before Christmas— December 21, 

to be exact. My uncle Benny’s friend Jim had told him about a 

woman who he said was the most anointed preacher he’d ever 
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seen. She had immense power and a flair for the dramatic. His 

curiosity piqued, Benny went along. Being young in his beliefs 

and without much grounding or sound teaching, he was ready for 

his next spiritual experience. What transpired inside the doors of 

First Presbyterian in Pittsburgh that morning changed the course 

of Hinn family history forever.

As Benny waited outside the church for almost two hours, he 

began to shake uncontrollably, like he did whenever he felt like 

God was touching him. Finally, the doors opened, and he and 

Jim rushed down the aisle and found seats. The worship contin-

ued until finally the world- famous faith healer named Kathryn 

Kuhlman (1907–1976) emerged at the crescendo of the music. 

Clothed in a flowing white dress, she captivated the audience with 

testimonies of healings and exciting teachings that seemed to be 

way beyond what an average Christian would experience. Time 

and time again, she pointed in Benny’s direction and shouted, 

“Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit!” Feeling as though she were talk-

ing directly to him, Benny hung on her every word as she taught 

things about the Holy Spirit that he had never heard before.

After the service ended and the crowd left, Benny stayed in 

the pew for quite some time and pondered what he had just wit-

nessed. Then, back home in Toronto, over the course of a year, he 

felt God’s presence visiting with him in his room, preparing him 

for his special ministry. Every day during that time, he woke up 

and said, “Good morning, Holy Spirit,” a phrase that later became 

the title of his bestselling 1990 book.1

1 Good Morning, Holy Spirit was the vehicle for numerous false teachings about the Holy 

Spirit and the Trinity, teachings that confused Christians and non-Christians alike. Thomas 

Nelson, his publisher, reprinted the book in a second edition with many of the heretical 

teachings changed and corrected after evangelical theologians sounded the alarm.
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The Birth of a Ministry

After seeing Kathryn Kuhlman in 1973, Benny Hinn knew what 

he wanted to do for the rest of his life.2 He spent several years 

doing itinerate ministry, and at the same time, my grandparents 

softened to Christianity’s message. They both surrendered their 

lives to Christ. My grandfather remained quite reserved in his 

faith, never speaking in tongues or engaging in any type of exces-

sive beliefs and behaviors. My grandmother became somewhat 

more expressive in her faith but also kept her rudder deeply set 

in the Scriptures. Like any parent, they both loved Benny and 

did their best to be more accepting of his ministry path, but they 

were still extremely skeptical of his choice of friends and ministry 

circles. My grandmother Clemance often scolded him when he 

ministered with men and women who were known to be scan-

dalous. In all the years of his ministry, no one was more critical 

and vocal about his alliances than my grandmother.

Eventually, Benny moved from Canada to the US and married 

Suzanne Harthern. During those early years, the rest of the family 

made professions of the Christian faith as well. In 1982, the fam-

ily was shaken to the core by the death of my grandfather, and 

soon the rest of the family moved to the US, settling in Orlando, 

Florida. By 1983, Benny had founded the Orlando Christian 

Center, and three of his brothers joined him in pursuing church 

vocations. He built the church by pairing Bible teaching (with 

his special views added) with a healing ministry (using Kathryn 

Kuhlman’s methods). It was the perfect formula for drawing a 

2 For more on the Kuhlman-Hinn connection, see Benny Hinn, Kathryn Kuhlman: Her 

Spiritual Legacy and Its Impact on My Life (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1998).
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spiritually curious crowd along with those who were desperate 

for answers and healing.

The ministry grew quickly, and thousands filled the seats of 

the church in Orlando. My uncles William and Sam, along with 

my father, Henry, were all groomed under Benny’s ministry, and 

faith healing became the calling card of the Hinn family ministry. 

The brother who worked with Benny the longest throughout the 

years and revered him the most was my father. That’s how I got 

so close to the center of the action.

The Hinn Family Franchise

As my uncle learned his craft from Kathryn Kuhlman, he also 

started adopting the health and wealth theology of prosperity 

preachers like Oral Roberts. My father followed closely in Benny’s 

footsteps. After a few years of working for Benny at Orlando 

Christian Center, he took the same ministry model and planted 

a new church in Vancouver, British Columbia. Like franchising 

a business, with a brand customized for its location, Vancouver 

Christian Center was poised to be a hit.

The church launched with a bang in 1987, when I was three 

years old. Right from the get- go, it proved to be the right place 

and the right time for a church like ours. The Hinn name had 

grown more prominent in the Pentecostal and charismatic circles 

we were a part of, so the seats filled and momentum grew quickly.

A few years later, my father founded a school to teach 

everyday people how to do the miracles that Jesus did. He called 

it The Signs and Wonders School of Ministry. Anyone could 

pay tuition to learn how to do miracles, speak in tongues, and 

perform healings. He taught the classes and included historical 
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material designed to inspire people to emulate the giants of the 

past. Teachings from people like John G. Lake (1870–1935), Smith 

Wigglesworth (1859–1947), Oral Roberts (1918–2009), William 

Branham (1909–1965), and Kenneth Hagin (1917–2003) were 

featured.

Vancouver Christian Center was loud and proud about its 

doctrinal foundations, and the Kuhlman- Roberts combination of 

teachings proved to be a cash cow. There was no subtlety about 

the direction the church was heading. Crowds came and money 

poured in. We began living the dream.

By 1997, when I was thirteen and the church was a decade 

old, our main home was a six- bedroom, eight- bathroom mansion 

that covered just a little less than ten thousand square feet in South 

Surrey, British Columbia. We had a private gate, a swimming 

pool, an indoor hot tub, a steam room, a sport court, and more 

than two acres of land to play on. My bedroom suite, larger than 

most people’s living rooms, boasted a large walk- in closet, a bath-

room with a Jacuzzi tub, standup shower, marble tile, and, yes, 

gold fixtures. We drove multiple Mercedes- Benz vehicles (from a 

convertible to an SUV), vacationed around the world, and stayed 

in expensive hotels. I remember celebrating my eighth birthday 

in the Holy Land (Israel) and riding camels as part of the cele-

bration. Our family ministry trips to London, Paris, Maui, and 

everywhere in between were filled with privately arranged meet-

ings to pray for and speak a blessing over celebrities, government 

leaders, and professional athletes from the NBA, MLB, and NFL. 

Wherever we went, our spiritual power lured people of prom-

inence to something that could help them be more successful 

too. This all resulted in our getting to enjoy whatever luxury we 

wanted.
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Signs, wonders, miracles, and prosperity preaching gave us a 

life my father only dreamed about as a kid. In our family, we truly 

lived what we believed. We were living the abundant, blessed life.

With an increasing global reputation attached to the family 

name, my father had succeeded in giving us the life he never had 

growing up in Israel, something he often told us was his goal. 

Meanwhile, Uncle Benny had officially proven my grandfather 

wrong. Benny had made something of himself. He was now living 

the life of the rich and famous. And I had come along for the ride.
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Anointed and 
Arrogant

If I want to believe God for a $65 million 
dollar plane, you cannot stop me .
—  CREFLO DOLL AR

“Just open up your mouth! Say whatever is on the tip of your 

tongue  .  .  . just say, ‘Ba- da- na- ta- ba- da- na- ta,’ ” an altar worker 

coached me.

I had been sitting in the youth section during a church 

service, and at the end of the service, my dad called the teens 

up to receive the gift of tongues. While the Bible describes the 

gift of tongues as the supernatural ability to speak in a real for-

eign language, we taught that it was the ability to speak ecstatic 

utterances that made no sense on earth but were understood in 

heaven. The rest of the congregation stood and stretched their 
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