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24 February 1994

Jacqueline H. Rogers, Secretary

Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development

100 Community Place

Crownsville, Maryland   21032-2023

Dear Secretary Rogers:

It was a pleasure meeting with you.  The topics we covered are of considerable importance to

both the State and to Charles County.  Our talk focused on the evolution of technology and its

impact on changing the nature of work, hence patterns of land use.  The relationship between

transportation and communication will continue to become more and more significant as the

power of computer and communication technology continues its rapid progress.

Balanced development, combining residential, recreation, employment, retail and services is a

key to improving quality of life and reducing commuter requirements.  The Charles County

Community College, with its just opened, federally funded InTeleWorkNet Center in

Smallwood Village, and its forthcoming Center for Business and Industry at its main La Plata

campus will play critical roles in bringing Maryland into the 21st century.

I was very happy to learn that the State has refined its approach to growth management and

resource protection to recognize the benefits of clustering rather than encouraging sprawl.

Economic efficiency and common sense demand intelligence, imagination and cooperation.

I am looking forward to your providing me an introduction to the appropriate "high level" creative

person at DNR to work with us on the Hawthorne Rosewick project.  As you know, this is being

developed in the Town of La Plata.  A part of this mixed-use project includes improving the

existing Hawthorne Country Club  —  among other things, completing a second 9 holes.  We

discussed the need for an exception regarding the forest conservation law in this instance, especially

given that a golf course is not a paved parking lot but a living system.  Ecologically and practically

it is an ideal "habitat" for human beings  —  an important member of the animal kingdom.

Further creative cooperation is necessary regarding "resource protection" and wetland regulation.

Streams and water features are valuable elements in overall course design and should not be

eliminated by unnecessarily rigid rules.  BMP principles and practices can protect water quality.

Your guidance and comments regarding a well conceived plan are always most appreciated.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jay John Hellman


