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Where do you have to be to get the job done?

In the context of "office work", i.e., the processing and communicating of information, it is no longer necessary
to be physically present to accomplish many tasks.  As computers become more powerful and less expensive,
as communication technologies continue to offer more options and at lower costs, and as transportation (in
conventional use-patterns) continues to become more costly (time and money) it is no wonder that people are
re-examining the question "where do I have to be to get the job done?".  The "ideal location" has become a
complex spectrum.  There is no one place that is perfect for all jobs all the time.

How do you do it?

We are at the beginning of a dynamic evolutionary process.  Fiber optics has only begun to open a new world of
fast, high-bandwidth (viz. video), high quality and low cost communication.  The term virtual adjacency
describes the locational flexibility made possible by these technologies.  Its significance may be appreciated by
contrasting being virtually adjacent to being physically adjacent.  The distinction between "virtual adjacency"
and "physical adjacency" relates to two issues.  First is the relationship between communication and
transportation.  Second, is the meaning of location, the fundamental essence of real estate.

It is much more subtle and pervasive than "front / back" office

The locational flexibility offered by a robust implementation of virtual adjacency is sophisticated and diverse.
The truth is, there is some "back office" in all of us.  There are times, for a multitude of reasons, when we wish
to be one place but must perform a task someplace else.  To the extent that technology makes this possible,
and even better, makes it cost-effective, people will be delighted.  But to the extent that these new ways of
doing things are "new", they are not intuitive ... People must be shown.  The world becomes the “campus”.

The "right" location is more important than ever

Virtual adjacency does not mean that location is irrelevant.  To the contrary, it enables one to be quite precise in
choosing the best place to perform.  Face-to-face meetings will never be obsolete as long as the "life support
system" for the intellect is the human body.  This is particularly true in Washington, D.C. which is a global capital.
It is the seat of government at the highest level, it is a major tourist destination, and it is a center for meetings
and conventions.  The business people that need be here physically are those whose responsibilities include
face-to-face meetings with Congress, the Administration, foreign dignitaries, the World Bank and so forth.

The quintessential Washington, D.C. building of the future

The distinguishing attribute of a downtown Washington building is that it can be both a symbol and a unique
communications platform to showcase an organization to the world.  The ideal building is one that is fine-tuned
to support the communication that can take place only in Washington.

500 New Jersey Avenue is the quintessential site for the Washington office building of the future.
Its location, configuration and size are the physical attributes that set it apart from anything else.

Technology does not operate in a vacuum.  Location  —  it is the true value added.
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