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February 8, 2014 
 
 
Dr. Bradley Gottfried, President 
College of Southern Maryland 
8730 Mitchell Road 
PO Box 910 
La Plata, MD 20646-0910 
 
Re: Bringing the College and the Town together is more important than most realize 
 
Dear Dr. Gottfried, 
 
I have been following La Plata’s efforts for many years and helped put together the Vision Plan 
for that community with a truly outstanding team of professionals (1999-2001 — completed 1 year 
before the tornado struck.) In spite of Jay Hellman's looking like he only has a self-interest in 
pushing this idea -- I know it is the correct one! 
 
It is critical for education - particularly higher education -- that there is close linkage with 
community. And, as Dr. Hellman’s Virtual Adjacency® becomes increasingly powerful, low cost 
and ubiquitous, the experience of place takes on primary strategic significance. Bringing CSM 
and La Plata together, in a pedestrian and bike-friendly fashion is a necessity. 
 
At the University of Texas, where I was an undergraduate in architecture school, it would not 
have been the same without Guadalupe Street -- 'The Drag.' College and town together. Magic. 
 
Many years later I traveled the country for HUD, and it struck me when going from Kansas City 
south into the lower parts of Missouri and Kansas where there was almost total devastation, and 
then coming back north, it viscerally hit me at a small community -- the railroads, the stockyards, 
and something different -- beautiful, well-maintained pre-WW-II housing and eleven blocks of 
strong retail downtown -- William Allen White's Emporia College in Emporia, Kansas.  
 
Then, I was amazed when I visited the impressive University California interwoven with Davis.  
 
I began to see patterns as I traveled the country. Even though Augusta, Maine is the state capital, 
Colby College was distant and not connected, and the downtown was just beaten down and sad.  
 
Bates College had turned its back on Lewiston, and that community was even sadder.  
 
However, Brunswick, with Bowdoin College, made that community very energetic, special and 
vibrant. Keene, New Hampshire also was exciting because of its symbiotic relationship with its 
school — Keene State College. Dartmouth College in Hanover, NH, gives that town character 
and life. 
 
Although Brown University and Rhode Island School of Design add greatly, Johnson and Wales 
integrates and elevates Providence, since that institution invested in old downtown 
neighborhoods and buildings instead of going out to the suburbs where its influence would have 
been minimal. When going to the front desk of a hotel or being waited on in a restaurant, you 
could clearly sense the professionalism from those who served with pleasure and pride. 
 
Here in Frederick, Maryland the Community College is poorly located on what was inexpensive or 
free land, and we pay dearly in inaccessibility. However, when Governor Glendening located the 
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University System of Maryland (http://www.hagerstown.usmd.edu/) in downtown Hagerstown, it 
has had great success for the school and the community.  
 
Just think back to Oxford, Ohio or other communities that you have lived in or visited, and how 
healthy town/gown relationships can be - if sensitively planned and executed. 
 
Therefore, I think that as bothersome as Dr. Hellman can be, he is exactly right about what he 
has been preaching about CSM becoming an integral part of historic, downtown La Plata! 
 
There is an incredibly high price paid for cheap land in the wrong place, since, as in Augusta and 
Frederick, it creates little to no synergy and cripples a stronger economy for everyone. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Alan Feinberg, RA, AICP 
 


