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Office of the President

February 4, 2011

The Hon. Robert A. Peck

Commissioner of Public Buildings

U.S. General Services Administration

1800 F Street, NW

Washington, DC 20405

Dear Mr. Peck,

I have been asked to write to you regarding our support for Dr. Jay Hellman’s creative and

revolutionary concepts.  I am pleased to do so because his vision is clear and compelling.

The College of Southern Maryland has its largest campus just outside of La Plata, Maryland.  As

such, we have partnered with the town on several endeavors.  Most exciting are the new projects

being envisioned that will bring our two entities together in the spirit of a Richard Florida place for

the “Creative Class.”

Dr. Hellman has been working towards that goal since 1986, and was the driving force for the Town

of La Plata to commence Vision Planning in 1998. This is the key to managing growth in a Smart

and sustainable fashion. Combined with his virtual adjacency work, with your participation, the

college and the town are poised to set the example for the national capital region on balancing jobs

and housing. Dr. Hellman has long said that we should be using fiberoptic networks to bring work

to people instead of using roads to bring people to work.

The college has long been a proponent and user of distance collaborative technologies.  With three

campuses in Southern Maryland, the college uses video conferencing technologies to conduct

meetings and to host classes so employees and students are freed from being forced to travel to

distant campuses for face to face interactions.  The college also cooperates with other community

colleges and baccalaureate granting colleges to receive and transmit course material, thereby

enhancing the scope of our students’ educations.



With Dr. Hellman’s assistance, we would welcome the opportunity to partner with Professor Mark

Addleson of George Mason University in bringing some of his groundbreaking research and

teaching to residents / employees here in La Plata. We also look forward to collaborating with

former military intelligence officer, West Point graduate, author of the book Making Telework

Work, Professor Evan Offstein of Frostburg State University. Also, Chuck Wilsker, CEO of the

Telework Coalition is eager to partner with CSM in ensuring that your workforce far outperforms

their current status. And this is just the beginning!

Our college is a major driver of economic development in the region.  With three campuses and

over 9,000 credit students, we are creating the workforce of the future.  As you know, large Federal

facilities require many outstanding employees, and the College of Southern Maryland is developing

them and providing them to the region.

There is no doubt in my mind that the task of finding and retaining outstanding performers will be

enhanced in Southern Maryland. Meeting President Obama’s goals for environmental improvement,

and public health improvement will be economically and rapidly achieved by your joining with us

to actually accomplish “re-inventing” government. The time is long overdue.  Vice President Gore

was seeking that goal in 1996.

Please let me know if I may provide you with any additional information.

Sincerely,

Bradley M. Gottfried, Ph.D.

President

cc:  Dr. Jay Hellman

Jay.Hellman@alum.MIT.edu


