
 

 
1828 L Street, NW Jay.Hellman@alum.MIT.edu tel.  202 841-1944 
Washington, DC   20036 www.VirtualAdjacency.com  fax:  301 983-9556 

   29 November 1989 

 

Mr. J. Randall Evans, Secretary 
Maryland Department of Economic and Employment Development 
217 East Redwood Street 
Baltimore, Maryland   21202 

Subject: Charles County:  Economic Development and Transportation Planning 

Dear Randy, 

When you and I and Len Elenowitz met in your Annapolis office on 16 November 1988 we 
discussed topics that covered several broad areas.  They are of considerable importance to both 
the State and to Charles County.  Our focus was on the evolution of technology and its impact on 
changing the nature of work, hence patterns of land use. 

Please find enclosed a letter summarizing my recent meeting with Neil Pedersen that related this 
driving force of change to the dynamics of transportation use.  The relationship between 
transportation and communication will continue to become more and more significant as the 
power of computer and communication technology continues its rapid progress.  Virtual 
Adjacency using computer and communication technology would supplement transportation 
infrastructure over-use necessitated by Physical Adjacency 

If one could effectively create an employment center near La Plata, it would be possible to 
achieve several important public benefits including a more balanced utilization of an already 
extant, expensive, transportation facility, namely Route 301.  High quality part-time employment 
opportunities would also be made available to Charles County residents.  Finally, the growing 
importance of the Community College in the business life of the County would be enhanced in a 
synergistic fashion by a proximate, relevant workforce in need of continued education and 
conference support. 
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Implementation of this concept would be significantly facilitated by using the AT&T fiberoptic 
highway located along Route 301, on this property, in the vicinity of Rosewick Road.  It is this 
quantum advance in communication technology that opens the door to virtual adjacency instead 
of physical adjacency.   

A logical employer would be the federal government, as many of the residents of St. Charles and 
Waldorf are federal employees.  Given the increasing willingness of the federal government to 
consider Maryland locations, we must enlarge their focus to include Charles County.  
Beneficiaries of such a plan would include Prince George's County, as the commuting traffic that 
would otherwise traverse from Charles County  to DC would not then overburden them. 

Your guidance and participation to achieve these goals would be most appreciated.  Thank you 
for your prompt attention to these issues. 

 
   Sincerely, 
 
 
 
   Jay John Hellman 

 

encl: 22 November 1989 letter to Mr. Neil Pedersen, Director of Planning 
  Maryland Department of Transportation State Highway Administration 
 
 4 October 1989 letter to Mr. John Segall, AT&T, Senior Vice President,  
  Corporate Strategy and Development 
 

 

cc w/o encl: Mac Middleton, President, Commissioners of Charles County 
 Murray Levy,  Commissioner 
 Nancy Sefton,  Commissioner 
 
 Bill Eckman, Mayor, Town of La Plata 
 Warren Barley, Chairman of the Economic Development Commission, Charles County 
 John Sine, President, Charles County Community College 
 


