
7 October 1988

The Honorable Thomas Mac Middleton, President
The Honorable Murray Levy,
The Honorable Nancy Sefton
County Commissioners of Charles County, Maryland
Baltimore Street
La Plata, Maryland   20646

Subject: GSA Possible Focus on Suburban Locations for Offices:

Impact of the evolution of technology on the nature of work,
the role of computer and communicaton technologies vis a vis office buildings

and what all this might mean to Charles County

Dear Commissioners:

Over the past months we have had the opportunity to discuss certain work that I have been
involved in since 1980.  The specific focus is of immediate relevance to Charles County as
it relates to planning for the future, solving transportation problems, and decisions that
Congress and GSA might make regarding location of employment centers.

After a 1.5 year research effort, I concluded that downtown and the suburbs are
complementary, but that their relative "work functions" are in a dynamic state of flux as a
result of continual change in technology.  In 1982 I brought Sears Roebuck to 633
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. as it met my theory's requirements as the "ideal downtown
Washington office building of the future".  The irony was that this building was an
antique, over 100 years old!  Their establishing this building as their Washington
headquarters acted as a catalyst to energize the revitalization of the east end of
Pennsylvania Avenue, a public objective fruitlessly sought over the prior 15 years.

The other singular site for the ideal downtown office building of the future is at 500 New
Jersey Avenue, N.W..  My premier candidate for this building is Bell Atlantic.  Because of
the relevance of my theory to the role of the suburbs, and because of the particularly key
role that Bell Atlantic might play in assisting Charles County to achieve virtual adjacency
with Washington while alleviating transportation problems, increasing opportunities for
in-county employment, (both full time and part time), I thought it would be helpful to
share with you the agenda for the last meeting Bell Atlantic and I had together.

Finally, I recognized that fiber optics is an exceptionally important element in the
continuing evolution of computer and communication technology.  In that regard I have
been closely involved with Lough Kuhn, founder and president of Optical
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Communications Corporation, currently in the TAP program at the University of
Maryland.  He recently put me in touch with Len Elenowitz, of Governor Schaefer's
development staff, to discuss creating a demonstration project for Maryland.

This Thursday and Friday I will be attending and speaking at a ULI conference on
Managing Transportation  in Baltimore (brochure enclosed for your information) and will
be meeting again with Len and certain colleagues Friday afternoon.

Because of the importance of all this to Charles County, I felt I should write you this
letter, and offer to be available at your convenience to discuss this further should you so
desire.

Sincerely,

Jay John Hellman

enclosures: •  Agenda October 5, 1988 meeting with Howard Walters, President Bell Atlantic Properties, Inc.
•  Managing Transportation Seminar  The Urban Land Institute

cc: Len Elenowitz, development staff Governor Schaefer's office
Lough Kuhn, President, Optical Communications Corporation
Dan Behuniak, Esq., Assistant Vice President Bell Atlantic:  Industry and State Government Relations
Glenn Johnson, President, Intergovernmental Associates, Inc.


