
1828 L Street, NW tel.  202 841-1944
Washington, DC   20036 jay.hellman@alum.mit.edu fax:  301 983-9556

Via e-mail:  John Stevens StevensJ@charlescounty.org 7 March 2007

Mr. John Stevens, Program Manager, CIP Water, Sewer & Solid Waste

Department of Planning and Growth Management

Charles County Government

200 Baltimore Street   P.O. Box  2150

La Plata, MD   20646

Subject: Improved approach to Mt. Carmel Woods / CSM WWTP Upgrade

Dear Mr. Stevens:

We support the bold decision by the County Commissioners to improve the economy and efficiency

and environmental performance of Waste Water Processing in the Port Tobacco Watershed by

eliminating two aging and poorly performing WWTP at Mt. Carmel Woods and the CSM by

connecting them to the state of the art WWTP at Mattawoman.

The purpose of this letter is to suggest that much more good can be accomplished very easily.

The meeting we had Friday at your office with several key residents of the Mt. Carmel Estates

community, which is physically located between the two WWTP plants being replaced raised a very

important additional point.  They have 78 septic fields and 78 individual wells that could each

become problems in the indefinite future.  It would be wonderful if the actions the County took

today would put in place basic infrastructure that would offer a solution to future problems with

great ease.  Running a 4” force main along Mitchell Road would not do that.

In addition, immediately south of these three entities (two communities and the college) are several

hundred acres of vacant land (classic “infill” in a smart growth sense) and an old, lower income

community where the Town of La Plata operated a municipal dump for 15 years (1956-1970.)  The

Comprehensive Water and Sewer Plan has noted repeatedly that this community has failed septics,

and worse, quite a few residents with outhouses.

Consistent with three substantial, significant guiding documents, the WWTP plan of the

Commissioners here should be upgraded to solve more problems, and even more to accomplish

dramatic public benefit over the next decades:

1)  the Charles County Comprehensive Plan (since 1988) has designated this infill area as a

“Development District” to be served by public water and sewer allowing non-sprawl, pedestrian-

friendly mixed-use development.

2)  the Town of La Plata extensive Vision Planning work (March 2000) envisions this infill area as a

logical connection integrating the College and the Town, with an employment entry-feature on

Route 301 at Rosewick Road, with pedestrian-friendly and bicycle-friendly mixed-use development

wrapping down towards Route 225 and Hawthorne Country Club.



Mr. John Stevens, , Program Manager, CIP Water, Sewer & Solid Waste page 2 of 2

Improved approach to Mt. Carmel Woods / CSM WWTP Upgrade

File:   Macintosh HD:Users:jay:Documents:HLS Projects MB:Charles County MB:Rosewick Project:Plan

Hawth/Rswk Folder:Water & Sewer Plan Charle#DC0AB:MtCarmelWoodsCSMWWTPUpgrade.doc

Encl: 1)  Water&Sewer DumpRd jh ltr.pdf;

2)  Water&Sewer DumpRd Cooper ltr.pdf

3)  Reality Check Plus / Envision Maryland was a four region exercise asking where should we put

the 2,000,000 new people and 1,600,000 new jobs expected to come to this region over the next 25

years.  The conclusion:  in order to protect the state’s “green infrastructure” and its remaining

agricultural lands could be achieved largely by re-directing much of the new growth projected to

come to the state to existing urban areas, both large and small  (pg 3 Executive Summary.)

4)  the Transportation Plan of Charles County and the Town of La Plata envision Rosewick Road at

Route 301 connecting to Quailwood Parkway at Route 225.  This is a critical piece of a rational

network to facilitate connections and movement in the center of the County.  It would be delivered

as part of properly developing this infill property.

Bringing utilities to Dump Road would enable us to improve, restore and expand an affordable

workforce housing community where our teachers, police, fire, hospital and service workers could

live close to their jobs and the communities that they serve.  In addition, this would greatly simplify

solving the environmental aftermath of the former La Plata dump.

Brining utilities to the Northwest Quadrant would allow the proposal put forward to DHS that they

put a regional employment center here, using the fiberoptic networks already in place and the

education / training resources of the CSM to move forward.

The Town of La Plata had studied building a new WWTP south of town years ago (1993), but never

built it.  The existing sewer plant, close to the Quailwood Community, sits in a topographically

challenged setting, so expansion and improvement is difficult and expensive.  Given the state of the

art Mattawoman plant, and the County’s decision to connect the College and Mt. Carmel Woods to

it, including the balance of the “northwest quadrant” Development District, solving the Dump Road

problems, and providing a very cost effective protection for Mt. Carmel Estates is too compelling to

ignore.

Drinking water supply is also in need of attention.  This can be helped in two ways if our advice here

is followed.  Conserve water by getting two uses out of every gallon taken from the aquifer:  simply

put in the same trench to Mattawoman a return pipe bringing processed wastewater back to the

College and to Hawthorne Country Club to irrigate the baseball and soccer fields and main

quadrangle and the golf course with processed wastewater and reduce considerably the depletion of

drinking water from already burdened aquifers.  Second, build a new deep well and storage facility

to serve this area made cost-effective by including all the area designated as “Development District”

in the County’s Comprehensive Plan.

This return pipe also reduces discharge of processed wastewater into the Potomac / Chesapeake Bay.

We have ideas on how to assist in financing these proposals, too.

Sincerely,

Jay John Hellman, Ph.D.


