
 

October 2019
from our Rector

Dear Friends— 

 One of the many things that I love about St. Michael’s is how kind you all are to each 
other. This is a happy place. Some people are blessed with naturally sunny dispositions; 
others of us have to work a little harder at it. Also, it is natural that we will find some 
people more attractive or easier to be with than others. The great gift of being a member 
of a Christian community such as a parish is that we get to practice our loving on each 
other. We can be intentional about being kind and gracious to one another all the time. 
We can be interested in what is going on in each other’s lives. When someone addresses 
us, we can respond cheerfully. 

 Then there is the next level of maintaining and enhancing a hea
culture. When we need to address a tension or difficulty in a relationship, we can do so 
directly, promptly, and kindly. The conversation should be in the context of improving 
the relationship with the other. There should be a curiosity 
feels and a desire to understand why. There should be an openness to hear what I can do 
to improve or strengthen the relationship.

 Newcomers often remark on how friendly we are and how warmly we welcomed them. 
That is something to be very proud of. In general, it is easy to be nice to people we are 
just meeting. Maintaining positive feelings after we get to know one another’s quirks, 
oddities, and other traits can be more work. This is holy work; this is a chance to build 
the Kingdom of God on earth. It may seem a small thing, but it makes the angels sing.

“Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is 
born of God and knows God.” (1 John 3:7)

 So let’s practice this loving thing on each other.
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Worship Update 
 There are two new worship opportunities at St. Michael’s this fall: 

Centering Prayer 

On Tuesday mornings at 11:00 we are 
offering Centering Prayer. We sit in the 

presence of God for about twenty minutes, 
and then have a brief conversation about our 

time with God and each other. 

 

 

          

  

Celtic Prayer Service 

On Saturday afternoons we will be offering 
a Celtic prayer service based on the worship 
of the Iona Community in Scotland. The 
service will start at 4:45 p.m. and run half an 
hour or so. 

 

Eucharist with Healing 

On the first Wednesday of the month, the 
Bible Study will move from 8:00 to 9:00 
a.m. and be followed at 10:00 a.m.by  a 

Eucharist and healing service in the Chapel.

 

 

          

These are all opportunities to try on some worship that differs from the Sunday 
morning Eucharist. Check them out! 
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MUSIC 
 
 

 
St Michael’s choir on Pentecost, 2019 

 

 

The Summer Pickup choir completed its season on Sunday, September 15th and 
the Parish choir and Compline Choir began their season on the 22nd at 10:00 a.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. respectively. On Sunday, September 29, the choir prepared the 
music for our 10:00 a.m. Patronal (St. Michael and All Angels) Feast celebration. 

  

On Saturday evening, October 5, at 5 p.m., St. Michael's will begin experimenting 
with a new weekly "Celtic Style" worship opportunity. The liturgy will last about 
30 minutes and will usually be an Evening Prayer rather than a Eucharist. The 
music will be eclectic in style and different from our Sunday morning offerings. 
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We are hoping members of the parish will help us gather and build a group of 
singers and instrumentalists of varying levels of experience to help lead the music. 
Please consider sharing your gifts, showing up and pitching in to help get this new 
venture up and running. 

  

On Sunday, October 20, at  4:00 p.m. Pianist Andrew King will present a recital 
including works of Tchaikovsky, Liszt, and Samuel Barber in the Church. Andrew 
who lives in Hartford is an active solo, chamber and collaborative pianist and 
teacher. His playing is poetic. There will be a reception following the recital. 
Please take advantage of this chance to hear wonderful music played by a 
wonderful player. This is the only piano recital on our Concert Series this season. 

  

On Sunday, October 27, Compline will be sung by candlelight in the church at 
8:00 p.m. 

  

On Halloween, Thursday, October 31, the candlelit church will be open regardless 
of the weather for trick or treating, stories and music, beginning at 4:00 p.m. 

  

We are actively seeking new members for our two existing choirs as well as our 
hopefully soon to be formed "Celtic" ensemble. 

Young people (able to read English) are most welcome to join us. Rehearsals can 
be arranged to fit busy schedules. 

Information about St. Michael's music program is available from Mark Johnson at 
401-330-6787. 

--Mark Johnson, Music Director 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

Children’s Christian Education 

Each week the Children’s Chapel on the south side of the church is available for 
any young people that would like to color, play or read during the church service. 
The Children’s Chapel is stocked with copies of The Sunday Paper (age 9 and up) 
and The Sunday Paper Junior (ages 3 to 10). The Sunday Paper is based on the 
scripture we read each Sunday during the service. If you miss a service on Sunday, 
you are welcome to stop in a bring home a copy of The Sunday Paper. 

 

 
Adult Christian Education 

Wednesday Bible Study 

All are welcome to join in the discussion and worship with this small group.  
    8:00 a.m.          Bible Study in the Library 
  9:00 a.m.  Eucharist in the Library 
On the first Monday of the month, we start Bible Study at 9:00 and Eucharist at 
10:00. 
                        

Education For Ministry (EFM) 

 Education for Ministry or EFM is an in depth educational program for lay 
people. It is designed to equip lay people to carry out their ministries in the church 
and in the world. While the entire program takes four years, participants only sign 
up for one year at a time. The core of the program is the seminar group of six to 
twelve people that meets every week for about two and a half hours; there are 
thirty-six meeting in each academic cycle. EFM will begin meeting in October.  
Talk to Bevan if you would like to join. 
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PARISH LIFE 

 

Hallowe’en at St. Michael’s 

Thursday, October 31st at 4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Join the fun on Hallowe’en, Thursday, October 31st, starting at 4:00 
p.m.  Come help hand out candy, dress in costume, read a story or 
come trick or treating. We are also looking for donations of carved 
jack-o-lanterns to light our walkway, and candy to hand out. Setting 
up the candles will happen on Wednesday evening 10/30 at 5:30pm. 
We could have up to 600 little visitors! 
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PARISH LIFE 

All Saints Day Service and Pot Luck Supper 

 
 

Friday, November 1 - All Saint's Day - 6:00 p.m. service followed by a pot luck 
supper.   
Bring a dish and a story in memory of a dearly departed saint in your life.  
Photos also welcome. 

 

OUTREACH 

Food Pantry  
 In August, we met our record high, only to be replaced with a new high of 
72 guests in September!  These 72 people took home 2,376 lbs. of food to feed 189 
people. We had 14 newcomers.  If you’d like to join in on the fun there are lots of 
opportunities!   You could help with third  Friday set up (a quick hour from 5-6 
p.m.  You could work during the open pantry hours or you just might want to stop 
in at noon to begin to clean up (another quick hour job).  After Sunday’s service, 
you can help us by grabbing a bag of food off the side pew and just walk it across 
the driveway to the Community House to be stored in our cabinets. Of course, we 
always welcome your donation of food!  

The community has been generous in its support. For example, every 
month,  Denise Raap (The Village) donates our butter.  Mark Kehrberg (The 
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Litchfield Locker) always finds something for us from flavored sausage and bread 
bowls to hamburgers, hot dogs, and chicken nuggets. It’s always a surprise!  Karl 
Kuegler has recently made connections with Carla’s Pasta (South Windsor) and we 
were pleased to be able to share Butternut Squash Ravioli!  Tara Farms of 
Watertown has shared fresh vegetables from his Litchfield stand throughout the 
past two summers.  

With the increase in our numbers, it becomes more of a job to keep food on 
the shelves. Perhaps you and a group of your friends might want to take on a 
specific non-perishable food.  You could focus on PB, cereal, soup, pasta sauce, 
sugar, flour, mayonnaise, ketchup, mustard, rice, fruit snack cups….it goes on and 
on. Think creatively!  It’s rewarding and lots of fun at the same time!!!  Why not 
consider taking on this mission? 

 

LemonAID for RAICE 

For two Sundays this summer St. Michael’s held a LemonAID stand on the front 
lawn to bring awareness and solicit support for refugee children and families being 
held in detention centers in American. This was done to support the work of the 
Let My People Go Ministry Newtwork. There was also an online giving option that 
was promoted on the website and on facebook. The total amount raised was 
$769.40. All funds donated were given to RAICES, The Refugee and Imigration 
Center for Education and Legal Services. You can learn more about RAICES here 
https://www.raicestexas.org/  

To learn more about the Let My People Go Ministry you can listen to the podcast 
at http://www.coffeehour.org/ 

Thank you to everyone that read the handouts, came to the LemonAID stand and 
donated. Together we make a difference. 

 

Church Tours 

Thank you to Peggy Sullivan and Curry Walker who have reworked the printed 
church tour guide, which is now available in the back of the church. Please take the 
time to look over this guide and offer some feedback. In addition to the printed 
guide, Peggy, Curry, with the help of Susie Pollock, give tours of the church on 
Saturdays. If you are interested in becoming a tour guide, please contact Peggy 
Sullivan. gstc@optonline.net or 860-567-5721 
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Nationwide Bell Ringing  
 

 

 

On August 25, 2019, the date that marked 400 years since the first 
slaves were brought to English occupied North America in 1619, the 
National Parks Service asked community partners around the country 
to ring their bells, a sign of freedom.   

At 3:00 p.m. on August 25, 2019, St. Michael’s participated in the 
national event. Thank you to Audrey and her dad Todd for being our 
bell ringers. #RingtoRemember #400Years 

 

https://www.nps.gov/fomr/planyourvisit/bell-ringing.htm 
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VESTRY 

September News 

The Vestry met on Sunday, September 8, and welcomed Bevan back after his 
sabbatical. Bevan shared with us excerpts from his book, The Love of God, which 
he worked on while he was away.  

St. Michael's Parish website is being moved to a new server, and we are interested 
in obtaining more pictures of parishioners and parish events.  

The LemonAID fundraiser raised $700 over two days for RAICES.  

There is a concern about the lack of drivers willing to bring people to Sunday 
worship, and the Vestry is calling for volunteers.  

The Vestry discussed possible collaboration with the Four Churches, as well as our 
upcoming potluck on September 29th and the Halloween celebration on October 
31st.  

Don Moore reported that the Food Pantry is doing well, but that there is a need for 
shoppers to go out and obtain what food is lacking before the Pantry Saturdays. 
Volunteers to drive or shop for the food are encouraged. 

 

Parish Directory 

Please review your information in our Parish Directory, and contact Karen in the 
office if your entry needs to be added or updated. 

  

MILESTONES 

Christine Piazza started her freshman year at Columbia University in New York 
this fall. (She was homeschooled, so she didn’t have a school graduation.) 

Denise and Scott Butwill are thrilled to share the engagement of their daughter 
Samantha Butwill to Tyler Agastino.   

Evelyn Rowley 
MORRIS – Evelyn Fish Rowley, 92, a resident of Morris for the last 63 years, 
passed away at her home on Sept. 24, 2019, after a long, debilitating struggle with 
Parkinson’s. 
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Evelyn was predeceased by her parents; a brother (Roger); and her husband 
(James). Evelyn is survived by her brother (Ted), her sister (Judy), her children 
(Jed Rowley, Eileen Nicholas and Corinne Houle), eight grandchildren (Brittany, 
Maddy, Brianna, Jackie, Linnea, Kendra, Bridget and Eddie) and three great-
grandchildren (Ava, Oliver and Nico). 

 

Evelyn was born in her parents’ house on the family farm in Southington when 
East Street was still dirt. She attended a one-room elementary school in 
Southington and graduated from Lewis High School. Evelyn graduated from 
UConn’s dairy manufacturing program in 1949. While at UConn she played 
women’s basketball when it was still a club sport. After graduation, Evelyn worked 
as a veterinary assistant at the original Mattatuck Animal Hospital, where she met 
her husband, a deliveryman at the time. Evelyn and her husband after their 
marriage moved to Morris where they raised three children. 

Ever the straight-talking, no-nonsense Yankee, Evelyn was active in the 
community from the start, participating in Friendly Service, the Salvation Army, 
the Republican Town Committee, and in many various roles in town government, 
including a term on the Board of Selectmen. She occasionally substituted at the 
James Morris Elementary School. 

Evelyn was a Justice of the Peace and served on the Republican State Central 
Committee. She sold Memorial Day poppies for the Legion Auxiliary Post 173. 
For many years she judged dairy products at the Bethlehem Fair. She could drive a 
team of horses and milk by hand. Evelyn was particularly proud of her substantial 
role in the creation and early management of the Eldridge Senior Housing facility 
in Morris. In large part, Evelyn’s life was characterized by an unwavering focus on 
identifying the right thing to do and then getting it done. 

After sustaining her husband through his illness and until being limited by her 
own, Evelyn was a passionate fan and devoted attendee at UConn Women’s 
basketball games and attended many Final Four events with her cousin, Jim, the 
Teddy Bear, and her UConn family. 

Evelyn’s family would like to recognize and thank the many tender, helping, and 
caring hands that assisted her in her illness. 

A funeral service will be at 11:30 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 30, at St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church, 25 South St., Litchfield. Burial will follow in East Morris 
Cemetery. Calling hours will be from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 29, at 
Thurston Rowe Funeral Home, 283 Torrington Road, Litchfield. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Ongoing weekly events at Saint Michael’s 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. -    Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. -    Choir Rehearsal in the Church 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. -    Holy Eucharist in the Church 
Mondays at 9:00 a.m. -    Morning Prayer in the Church 
Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. -    Morning Prayer in the Church 
Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. -   Centering Prayer in the Church 
Wednesdays at 8:00 a.m. -  Bible Study in the Library 

 (9:00 a.m. on 10/2) 
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m. -  Eucharist in the Library (except 10/2 

when it’s in the Chapel with healing 
at 10:00 a.m.) 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.   Choir Rehearsal in the choir room 
Thursdays at 8:00 a.m. -    Morning Prayer in the Church 
Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to noon -  Church Tours 
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.   Celtic Service in the Church 

 

Special Events at Saint Michael’s 

Monday, September 30 at 11:30 a.m.  Evelyn Rowley funeral 

Wednesday, October 2 at 9:00 a.m.  Four churches Bible Study in the Library 

Wednesday, October 2 at 10:00 a.m. - Eucharist in the Library 

Saturday, October 5 at 5:00 p.m.  Celtic Service (evening prayer with music) 

Monday, October 7 at 5:00 p.m.  Food Pantry Steering Committee 
in Library 

Tuesday, October 8 at 7:15 p.m. Property Commission meeting in Library 

Sunday, October 13 at 11:30 a.m. Vestry meeting in Library 

Friday, October 18 at 5:00   Food Pantry setup in the Community 
House 

Saturday, October 19 from  
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.    Food Pantry open in the Community House 

Sunday, October 20, at  4:00 p.m.  Pianist Andrew King recital,  including 
works of Tchaikovsky, Liszt, and Samuel  
Barber 
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Sunday, October 27, at 8:00 p.m. -  Compline sung by candlelight in the church 

Thursday, October 31, at 4:00 p.m. -  Trick or Treating  -  candlelight, organ 
music, and stories.  Dress in costume to  
hand out candy. 

Friday, November 1 at 6:00 p.m. -  All Saint’s Day Service and pot luck.   
Bring a dish and a story about a dearly 
departed saint in your life.  Photos 
welcome. 

Sunday, November 17 at 4:00 p.m. - Celia Twomey, one woman show 

 

 

 IN THE COMMUNITY 

Wednesday October 2, at 9 a.m.- Four Church Coffee & Weekly Bible Study - at 
St. Michael’s Library 

 Saturday, October 5 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Apple Harvest Festival at the 
Tapping Reeve Meadow, 82 South St, Litchfield, CT 06759, USA 

Celebrate autumn the old fashioned way! The community is invited to savor 
the harvest at the historically- inspired Tapping Reeve Meadow’s second 
annual Apple Harvest Festival. Featuring an apple pie contest, colonial 
craftsmanship demonstrations, music, food, games, and more as we celebrate 
300 years of Litchfield history! 

Sunday, October 6, at 10:30 a.m. a Special Service to Honor God's Creatures 
and All of God's Creation - at St Paul’s Bantam Please bring any companion 
animal, including stuffed animals! 

 
"All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voices, let us sing!" 

 --Francis of Assisi, 1182 - 1226 
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Monday October 14, at 12-1:30 p.m. Four Church Coffee & Weekly Bible Study 
at Love Heart’s Bakery, 583 Bantam Road 

Sunday October 13, 2019 at 4:30 p.m. Second Sunday at Camp Washington 

The Holy Landers Ministry Network and ECCT sponsored a pilgrimage to 
our Holy Land in June 2019 that included both Bishop Douglas and Bishop 
Ahrens. A smaller group of the pilgrims continued into Jordan. Join us as 
some of the pilgrims present and share their experiences of walking and 
following in Jesus' footsteps. See amazing pictures of the land and its 
peoples. Hear how Holy Scripture came alive in new ways--through sights 
and sounds and smells and tastes. Bishop Ahrens will celebrate the Holy 
Eucharist, followed by dinner and fellowship.   $10.00 suggested donation 
for dinner.  Call to register. 860.567.9623 

Wednesday October 23, at 12-1:30 p.m Four Church Coffee & Weekly Bible 
Study at Good Co. Coffee House, 33 Franklin St., Torrington 

Thursday, October 17 from 5-7:30 p.m. The 10th Annual Empty Bowls at 
Torrington Elks Lodge ballroom, 70 Litchfield St., Torrington.  

A Nationwide event to raise awareness of hunger in our communities.  
Sample a variety of soups prepared by local restaurants and caterers. Dinner 
also includes bread, coffee/tea, and desserts. 100% of profit goes to The 
Community Kitchen of Torrington.  Contact Marilyn for more details or 
ticket purchases at 860-482-0356. 

Friday, October 18, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. Bishops' Book Discussion at Camp 
Washington.   

Join us at 9:00 a.m.for "Coffee and" followed by a book discussion at 9:30 
a.m., led by Bishop Laura J. Ahrens. The discussion is open to everyone, 
even if you have not read the book, you are welcome to join in! There is no 
cost to attend, however, registration is requested - Suggested donation of 
$5.00 for "Coffee and". 

Friday to Sunday, October 18-20, Rest and Renewal, An Adult Retreat at Camp 
Washington.  

Join us for a few days of rest and rejuvenation. Walk our beautiful trails, 
engage in meaningful conversation, sit quietly and read, take a journey of 
reflection and reach an inward sense of calm. $50-$220. Register at 
campwashington.org or 860-567-9623 

Monday, October 28 at  12-1:30 p.m. Four Church Coffee & Weekly Bible 
Study at Love Heart’s Bakery 
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IN THE REGION 

 

From our NORTHWEST REGION MISSIONARY 

Starting in September, I'll be holding office hours at Camp Washington on the first 
and fourth Thursdays of the month from 10-2! I would love to see you! I'll be 
making office hours at local coffee shops as well so I will post those when I 
confirm. 

Dylan  Mello, Region Missionary     
dmello@episcopalct.org 

 

 

The parishes and worshiping communities in the Northwest Region include: 

St. Paul’s, Bantam  - Christ Church, Bethlehem - St. Mark’s, Bridgewater - St. 
Paul’s, Brookfield - St. Andrew’s, Kent - Trinity, Lime Rock - St. Michael’s, 
Litchfeld - St. Andrew’s, Marble Dale - St. George’s, Middlebury - Trinity, Milton - 
Camp Washington, Morris - St. John’s, New Milford - Transfiguration, Norfolk - 
All Saints, Oakville - St. John’s, Pine Meadow - Christ Church, Roxbury - St. 
John’s, Salisbury - Christ Church, Sharon - Epiphany, Southbury - St. 
Peter’s/Trinity, Thomaston - Trinity, Torrington - St. John’s, Washington - Christ 
Church, Waterbury - St. John’s, Waterbury - Christ Church, Watertown - All Saints, 
West Cornwall - St. James, Winsted - All Saints’, Wolcott - St. Paul’s, Woodbury 



 

 

 

 

IN THE REGION
Sunday, October 20 - 2:00 pm 
of Climate Change at St. James Episcopal Church, New London, CT

Let's talk honestly about climate change. Instead of staying stuck in paralysis, 
how can we face reality while still finding hope and a sense of purpose. Join 
us to hear leaders from different communitie
engage in the climate crisis, how they stay engaged, and their vision for the 
future.  

Learn more and RSVP here at 
https://hopeinanageofclimatechange.eventbrite.com

You are invited to attend the 235th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut on Saturday, October 26 and Su
Convention Center in Hartford, CT. Please note that this year’s Convention will be 
on Saturday and Sunday, and will include an ECCT
Sunday morning. 

As a part of this year’s Convention, we are cont
conducting our business together, creating space for prayer and the worship of 
God, meaningful conversation, and the opportunity for generative work that will 
help us faithfully live into our work in this new missional ag
information about Convention will be communicated electronically via our 
Convention eNewsletters; yo
https://www.episcopalct.org/events/annual
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N THE REGION 

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm  - Reality, Hope, and Action in an Age 
St. James Episcopal Church, New London, CT

Let's talk honestly about climate change. Instead of staying stuck in paralysis, 
how can we face reality while still finding hope and a sense of purpose. Join 
us to hear leaders from different communities speak about why they got 
engage in the climate crisis, how they stay engaged, and their vision for the 

Learn more and RSVP here at 
https://hopeinanageofclimatechange.eventbrite.com 

 

Convention 2019 
You are invited to attend the 235th Annual Convention of the Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut on Saturday, October 26 and Sunday, October 27 at the Connecticut 
Convention Center in Hartford, CT. Please note that this year’s Convention will be 
on Saturday and Sunday, and will include an ECCT-wide worship service on 

As a part of this year’s Convention, we are continuing to try on the new model for 
conducting our business together, creating space for prayer and the worship of 
God, meaningful conversation, and the opportunity for generative work that will 
help us faithfully live into our work in this new missional age. All future 
information about Convention will be communicated electronically via our 

ou can learn more and sign up for the eNe
https://www.episcopalct.org/events/annual-convention/2019/ 
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St. James Episcopal Church, New London, CT 
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how can we face reality while still finding hope and a sense of purpose. Join 

s speak about why they got 
engage in the climate crisis, how they stay engaged, and their vision for the 
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nday, October 27 at the Connecticut 

Convention Center in Hartford, CT. Please note that this year’s Convention will be 
wide worship service on 

inuing to try on the new model for 
conducting our business together, creating space for prayer and the worship of 
God, meaningful conversation, and the opportunity for generative work that will 
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25 South Street      Litchfield     Connecticut 06759 
860.567.9465 (voice)                 860.567.4820 (fax) 

www.stmichaels-litchfield.org       office@stmichaels-litchfield.org 
 

Staff 
The Reverend Dr. E. Bevan Stanley 

The Reverend Amy Reichman 
Karen Ackerman 

 
Mark Johnson 

 
Amy Vinisko 

Recto   Rector, rector@stmichaels-litchfield.org   
Deacon,  deacon@stmichaels-litchfield.org   
Administrative Assistant & Bookkeeper,   
office@stmichaels-litchfield.org 
Music Director, music@stmichaels-litchfield.org 
 
Organist  
 

 

Officers and Vestry 2019 
Officers 

Richard Quay, Senior Warden 
Denise Butwill, Junior Warden 

Megan Lynn, Clerk 
Sky Post, Treasurer 

 
Vestry

Terms ending 2020 
Martha Babbitt 
Robert Rumsey 
Andrea Wells  
 
 
Diocesan Delegates 
Meredith Penfield 
Nancy Skilton 
Alternate John Cox 

Terms ending 2021 
Beth Morgan 
Michael LaHart 
Anne Yanaway 
 
 
Parish Historian 
Martha Babbitt 

Terms ending 2022 
Kristin Eaton 
Adam Kuegler 
Don Moore
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