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Bells
Opening Hymn

“Jesus! and Shall It Ever Be”
Hymn 347

Invocation
(Pastor/Congregation)
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying
and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done
and the good I have failed to do, you should cast me away from your
presence forever. Though you warn me about Satan, the roaring lion who
rages for my eternal destruction, I all too often fail to call on you in times of
temptation or to arm myself with your precious Word of Truth. I am
constantly being lulled to spiritual sleep by the fallen world around me and
my own sinful nature and, in my weakness, am beset with fear and doubt. O
Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.
M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of
Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Prayer
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. We thank
you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered
in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with
the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through
Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Psalm 130

page 114 in the front of the hymnal

Psalm Prayer
M: Lord God, our Help and our Deliverer, we thank you for lifting us out of the
mud and mire, and for setting our feet upon the Rock, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who carried out your will and rose to live and rule with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Passion History
Trial and Denial
Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials bound
Jesus and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the
high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would
be good if one man died for the people. Simon Peter and another disciple were
following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the high priest, he went with
Jesus into the high priest’s courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at the door. The
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on
duty there, and brought Peter in. It was cold, and the servants and officials stood
around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them,
warming himself. Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples
and his teaching. “I have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always
taught in the synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said
nothing in secret. Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know
what I said.” When Jesus had said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in the
face. “Is that any way to answer the high priest?” he demanded. “If I said something
wrong,” Jesus replied, “speak up about it. But if I spoke the truth, why did you hit
me?” Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas, the high priest. The chief
priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they
could put him to death, but they did not find any. Many testified falsely against him,
but their statements did not agree. Then some stood up and gave this false testimony
against him: “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this man-made temple and in three
days will build another, not made by man!’ Yet even then their testimony did not
agree.” Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not
going to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?”
But Jesus remained silent and gave him no answer. Again the high priest asked him,
“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus. “And you will
see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the
clouds of heaven.” The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more
witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They
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all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some began to spit at him; they
blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” And
the guards took him and beat him. While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of
the servant girls of the high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself,
she looked closely at him. “You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. But
he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and
went out into the entryway. Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. When the
servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This fellow is
one of them.” Again he denied it. After a little while, those standing near said to
Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” One of the high priest’s
servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I
see you with him in the olive grove?” Then he began to call down curses on himself,
and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.” Immediately
the rooster crowed the second time. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter.
Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster
crows twice, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept
bitterly. Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of
the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him
away and handed him over to Pilate. When Judas, who betrayed him, saw that Jesus
was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to
the chief priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed
innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they replied, “That’s your responsibility.” So
Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged
himself. The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put
this into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So they decided to use the money to
buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. That is why it has been called
the Field of Blood to this day. Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled: “They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people of
Israel, and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.”
Response
M: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of
us all. By his wounds we are healed.

Sermon Text
Matthew 26:36-41
36
Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane. He told his disciples, “Sit
here, while I go over there and pray.” 37He took with him Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee, and he began to be sorrowful and distressed. 38Then he said to them, “My
soul is very sorrowful, even to the point of death. Stay here, and keep watch with
me.” 39He went a little farther, fell on his face, and prayed. He said, “My Father, if it
is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” 40He came to
the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to Peter, “So, were you not able to
stay awake with me for one hour? 41Watch and pray, so that you do not enter into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

“Watch and Pray”
Pastor Fred Toppe
Offering
Evening Prayer
M: O God our Father, by your mercy and might, the world turns safely into
darkness and returns again to light. We place into your hands our unfinished
tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only
what you bless will prosper. To your great love and protection, we commit each
other and all those we love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Blessing
M: May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself. May the power of the Lord
Jesus make us strong to do his will. May the peace of the Lord Jesus fill our
lives.
C: Amen.

Closing Hymn
Hymn

“O Trinity, Most Blessed Light”
Hymn 591

“In the Hour of Trial”
Hymn 116
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