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WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE May the revelation of Jesus as the Savior of the
World comfort you and fill your heart with elation.
Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or
practice, please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor.
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•

Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on the
right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing.

•

A parent’s room with audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available.

•

Listening devices and six large print hymnals are available, please ask an usher.

•

Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current
weekend’s sermon.

•

Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you.

•

Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained
from churchart.com. Scripture texts are taken from the New International Version
1984 translation.

•

Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to
inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the
members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself
to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come and worship
with us again.

A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP Awaken, Lord, our spirit to know and love you
more, in faith to stand unshaken, in spirit to adore, that we, through this world
moving, each glimpse of heaven proving, may reap its fullness there. O Father, here
before you with God the Holy Ghost and Jesus, we adore you, O Pride of angel host.
Before you mortals lowly cry “Holy, holy, holy, O blessed Trinity!” Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:

OH, TASTE AND SEE

SERVICE THEME Epiphany means “to reveal”. At his baptism Jesus was revealed
as the Christ, the Lord’s promised Anointed One.

♪ Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.
Blessed are they who take refuge in him. Your Word,
O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your
faithfulness continues forever. Oh, taste and see that the
Lord is good. Blessed are they who take refuge in him.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Service of the Word on page 38 in the front of the hymnal
OPENING HYMN

M:
C:

“Baptized in Water”
Hymn 297

M:

C:

M:

C:

M:

Let us pray.

C:

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed
him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who
are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us
heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
♪Amen.

The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his
mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his
will.
Amen.
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In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

THE WORD OF GOD
FIRST LESSON
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Just as Samuel anointed David to be Israel’s king, so also Jesus was anointed with the Holy
Spirit and with power to be our King of kings and Lord of lords.
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” But
Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me.” The LORD said,
“Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I
indicate.” Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in
peace?” Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse
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and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab
and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” But the
LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have
rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab
and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen
this one either.” Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the
LORD chosen this one.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel
said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the
sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the
sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” So he
sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome
features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” So Samuel took
the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day
on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.
page 83 in the front of the hymnal

PSALM 45

GOSPEL
Luke 3:15-17,21,22
At his baptism, Jesus was revealed as the Lord’s anointed by both the Holy Spirit and the
heavenly Father.
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John
might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But
one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is
in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." When all the people were being
baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and
the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."
M: This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C: ♪Praise be to you, O Christ!
HYMN OF THE DAY

“To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord”
Hymn 89
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SERMON
Titus 3:3-7
Through Holy Baptism Jesus anoints us with his Holy Spirit, working rebirth and renewal in
our hearts.
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one
another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us,
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by
his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

The Power of Baptism

Pastor Guse

1. Of Jesus’ Baptism
2. Of Our Baptisms

Our Confession of the Institution, Blessings, Power, and Meaning of
Baptism according to Luther’s Small Catechism
P: What is Baptism?
C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God’s command and
connected with God’s word.
P: What is that word of God?
C: Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.”
P: What blessings does Baptism give?
C: Baptism works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil, and gives
eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God
declare.
P: What are these words and promises of God?
C: Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
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P: How can water do such great things?
C: It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God’s Word which is in
and with the water and faith which trusts this Word used with the water. For
without God’s word the water is plain water and not Baptism. But with this
Word it is a Baptism, that is, a gracious water of life and a washing of rebirth by
the Holy Spirit.
P: Where is this written?
C: St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we
might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.”
P: What does baptizing with water mean?
C: Baptism means that the old Adam in us should be drowned by daily contrition
and repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also
means that a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness
and purity forever.
P: Where is this written?
C: St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”

HYMN

M:

C:
M:

C:

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
Hymn 82 v 1-4

O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
♪Amen.
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve
the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
♪Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
Hymn 82 v 5

GATHERING OF OUR OFFERING
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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ORGANIST
Ruth Koepsell
GREETERS
7:45 ~ Gene & Judy Zwicky
10:30 ~ Judine Schicker
-7-

