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Fourth Sunday in Advent December 23, 2018 
 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

1600 S. Main St. 

Fond du Lac, Wisconsin  54937-9235 
www.stpetersfdl.net 

Worship:  Thursday, 6:30 pm ~ Sunday, 7:45 & 10:30 am 
Phone:  922-1160 or 921-8075 

Pastor Michael J. Zuberbier:  517-8808 Pastor Matthew M. Guse:  517-9000 
For hospital visits or emergencies, please call Pastor Zuberbier at 517-8808. 
St. Peter’s Lutheran School, Mr. Andrew Mildebrandt, Principal 922-1160 ext. 302 

Winnebago Lutheran Academy, Mr. David Schroeder, Principal 921-4930 ext. 304 
 

WELCOME TO GOD’S HOUSE  May Christ our Advent King strengthen his rule 
in your heart through his powerful, Spirit-filled Gospel. 
 

Thank you for joining us for worship. If you have any questions about our service or 
practice, please feel free to ask one of the ushers or a pastor. 

 

• Family restrooms are available in the multi-purpose room off the narthex or on the 
right side of the large hallway leading to the school wing. 

 

• A parent’s room with audio feed and a window into the sanctuary is available. 
 

• Listening devices and six large print hymnals are available, please ask an usher. 
 

• Tune into KFIZ AM 1450 each Sunday morning at 8:00 to hear the current 
weekend’s sermon. 

 

• Please silence your cell phone and all other electrical devices to help minimize 
distractions during Divine Worship. Thank you. 

 

• Hymns and songs are reprinted under OneLicense #A-713891. Artwork obtained 
from churchart.com. Scripture texts are taken from the New International Version 
1984 translation. 

 

• Visitors, we are pleased that you have joined us this morning. Please feel free to 
inquire about our congregation through the pastors, one of the ushers, or one of the 
members. If you are a visitor from out of town, please be sure to introduce yourself 
to one of the pastors after the service. We welcome all of you to come and worship 
with us again. 
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A PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP  Come, gracious Lord, our hearts renew, our sins 
forgive, our foes suppress, our rooted enmity subdue, and crown your gospel with 

success. Teach us in watchfulness and prayer to wait for your appointed hour, and fit 
us by your grace to share the triumphs of your conquering power. Amen. (See also the 

prayers on pages 10-11 of Christian Worship.) 

 

SERVICE THEME  Behold the coming of your Advent King! 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
These sentences will be spoken and the Advent candle lit immediately following the tolling of 

the bell at the beginning of the service. 
 

Advent 4 
 

M: We light four Advent candles as we behold Jesus, the Son of God and Son of 

Mary. He came to share our humanity. 

C: With eyes of faith we behold Jesus whose name means Savior. He came to 

save his people from their sins. 
 

M: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 

C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope. 
 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Four Advent candles (the Prophecy, Bethlehem, Angel, and Shepherd candles) are lit. 
The service continues with the opening hymn. 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 Service of the Word on page 38 in the front of the hymnal 

 
OPENING HYMN  “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
 Hymn 2 

 
M: The grace of our Lord ���� Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 

and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
M: God our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 

will. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE “Oh Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” 
 Hymn 23 v 1, 2 
 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

Oh, come, O Root of Jesse, free Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save, And bring them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to you, O Israel! 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and 
make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in 
joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  ♪Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 4:1-2, 6-8, 25-5:5 
The original sin that Adam and Eve’s children inherited showed itself already in the first 

generation, and has been handed down to each generation since. How desperately we needed 
our Advent King to free us from sin’s grasp! 
 

Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She 

said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” Later she gave birth 
to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil….The LORD 

said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do what is 
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at 

your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” Now Cain said to his 
brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” And while they were in the field, Cain 
attacked his brother Abel and killed him….Adam lay with his wife again, and she 

gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, “God has granted me another child 
in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.” Seth also had a son, and he named him 

Enosh. At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD. This is the written 
account of Adam’s line. When God created man, he made him in the likeness of 

God. He created them male and female and blessed them. And when they were 
created, he called them “man.” When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his 
own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth. After Seth was born, Adam 

lived 800 years and had other sons and daughters. Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, 
and then he died. 

 
PSALM 85 page 97 in the front of the hymnal 

 
SECOND LESSON Revelation 12:1-6 
Satan’s attempts at foiling Jesus’ saving work were futile. Jesus rules over all things, protecting 
his Church until his Second Advent. 
 

A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant 

and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. Then another sign appeared in 
heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns 

on his heads. His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the 
earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that 
he might devour her child the moment it was born. She gave birth to a son, a male 
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child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched 
up to God and to his throne. The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for 

her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 
 

SONG OF MARY “Magnificat” 
 page 57 in front of the hymnal 

 
 

SERMON Luke 1:39-55 
Upon hearing that she would give birth to Jesus, the virgin Mary visited Elizabeth, the mother 

of John the Baptist. 
 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 

where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 

baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord 
has said to her will be accomplished!” And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful of the humble state 
of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One 

has done great things for me — holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who 
fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his 
arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought 

down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry 
with good things but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 

remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he said 
to our fathers.” 

 

“Sing a Song of Glory” Pastor Guse 

1. Mary’s song of glory 
2. Our song of glory 

 
 
SONG OF MARY “Magnificat” 
 page 57 in front of the hymnal 
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GATHERING OF OUR OFFERING 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 
  Hymn 24 

 

 
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 

people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: ♪Amen. 

 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 

the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and ���� give you peace. 

C: ♪Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” 
 Hymn 56 
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ORGANIST 
Ruth Koepsell 

 

GREETERS 
7:45 ~ Deb Jaeger 

10:30 ~ Jim & Marcia Pflum 


