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Competitive Analysis

CO2RE Intima vs. Cynosure MonaLisa Touch

In menopausal women (whether biologically, surgically or chemically induced), estrogen loss leads to thinning and 
drying of the vaginal lining causing itching, burning, painful intercourse and often, stress urinary incontinence (SUI) 
complications. In post childbearing women, the vaginal canal and introitus may become looser and less elastic leading 
to a less satisfying sexual experience. Women of any age may want to modify the appearance of their external vaginal 
area, to address pigmentation, dyschromia, skin laxity and textural changes. In these cases, energy based sources can 
be used to try to remodel the vaginal, vulvar and introitus tissue to restore vaginal health. One such energy used for this 
purpose is the CO2 laser. 

About CO2 lasers
The CO2 laser at 10,600 nm is absorbed by water causing tissue evaporation and ablation. The ideal absorption level 
by the tissue, depth of penetration and the volume of injury due to both thermal damage and collateral heating have 
made the CO2 laser the recognized gold standard and treatment of choice for tissue remodeling. While both Cynosure 
and Syneron-Candela use the same CO2 technology in their women’s intimate health products, there are significant  
differences in the two offerings that extend beyond the technology, specifically in their overall device platform capabilities  
and the markets and opportunities thereby supported. 

CO2RE and CO2RE Intima
The CO2RE platform, which uses CO2 technology, has both Aesthetic and Women’s Intimate Health modules, providing  
the potential for a wide range of treatments and faster return on investment. The CO2RE platform offers a variety of 
treatment modes: four fractional ablative modes for resurfacing, including a unique fusion mode which combines deep 
and mid treatment parameters, a traditional resurfacing mode, and a cutting mode. 

CO2RE is FDA cleared for more than 90 indications, for use across an array of medical specialties including derma-
tology, plastic surgery and gynecology. CO2RE indications include gynecological and genitourinary treatments to the 
vaginal (both internal and introitus) and vulvar areas, laser incision, excision, ablation and/or vaporization of soft tissue, 
treatment of condylomas, vulvar dystrophies and benign lesions of external genitalia, reduction of dyschromia and  
remodeling of connective vaginal tissue. Using CO2 technology, CO2RE Intima improves overall vaginal health by  
remodeling tissue with neoformation of collagen and elastin fibers in atrophic skin. CO2RE Intima also uses sterile,  
single-use hand pieces assuring women of the hygiene they expect of treatments in this intimate area.

Cynosure MonaLisa Touch  
The MonaLisa Touch is an Italian made laser distributed outside the US by DEKA. This is an older generation laser that 
has been available in Europe for many years. MonaLisa promotes its “D Pulse” which delivers a high power ablative pulse 
followed by a longer low power thermal pulse. This pulse was designed for optimized cutting and coagulation of tissue and 
now it is promoted as a unique feature for their laser for vaginal rejuvenation. However, although a very nice story, there is 
no peer reviewed scientific evidence that this pulse format works better than the straight pulse of the CO2RE Intima. Heat 
from the CO2RE Intima pulse also disperses into surrounding tissue causing collateral damage and thereby covering a 
greater volume comparatively. Moreover, the straight pulse of CO2RE Intima provides a consistent, reproducible delivery 
of ablation and coagulation assuring uniform treatment.



The Value of RF Excited CO2 Laser
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The image on the left shows the formation of the DEKA pulse which equates to the middle image of a pulse of high peak 
power with a tail. In comparison, the third image shows the straight pulse of CO2RE Intima which delivers consistent 
pulse to pulse stability.

In addition, the MonaLisa is singularly focused on women’s intimate health (internal treatments only) which reduces the 
number and range of procedures that can be performed. Thus, MonaLisa presents a much more reduced ROI potential 
and patient expansion opportunity than CO2RE Intima.  

 CO2RE Intima MonaLisa Touch CO2RE Intima Benefits

Laser Wavelength 10,600 nm 10,600 nm 

Laser Type RF CO2 RF CO2 with D Pulse   CORE Intima has been proven to provide therapeutic  
  shaped design results with high patient satisfaction with our current  
   pulse format. There are no peer reviewed articles that   
   document the advantage of the Mona Lisa D pulse.    
   In comparison, the straight pulse of the Intima provides  
   consistent delivery of energy to the tissue.

Treatment Modes 6 treatment modes The MonaLisa Touch is The CO2RE platform can easily transition between 
  focused on women’s 6 treatment modes. CO2RE technology has been 
  health only.  successfully utilized for aesthetic applications for over 
   a decade and has over 90 approved indications. CO2RE   
   Intima also provides a surgical, cutting mode which   
   MonaLisa Touch does not.

Applications Multiple applications are easily MonaLisa Touch focuses The CO2RE platform is easy to use with easy access 
 controlled through the control solely on women’s intimate to all handpieces for multiple applications including 
 panel. The CO2RE Intima module health and mainly on internal Aesthetic and all three areas of women’s intimate 
 focuses on internal, external treatments—especially health—internal, external and introitus.   
 and introitus treatment.  Atrophy and Vaginal laxity. 

ROI Multi application system Focused only on  CORE Intima allows for more applications including 
  vaginal treatments  vaginal treatments, vulvar remodeling AND aesthetic  
   applications for better ROI and greater opportunities to   
   expand patient populations and revenue streams. Also, 
   since many women who seek internal treatments also 
   opt for external treatments, offering the external TX 
   differentiates a practice and adds to the revenue stream 
   and ROI. The opportunity to leverage the platform for 
   Aesthetics also greatly improves ROI.

Customer Focus All Specialties: Derms, Plastics,  Hyper focus on the GYN Syneron-Candela provides clinical training and 
 OB/GYNs, PCPs, Internists,  market vs any other specialties turnkey marketing support to help all specialties 
 MedSpas, etc.   effectively enter the women’s intimate health market. 
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 CO2RE Intima MonaLisa Touch CO2RE Intima Benefits

Device Arm Easy, light articulated arm. The scanner is in the arm CO2RE’s feather weight arm is easy to maneuver,  
  making it a heavier, less does not require motorization and allows 
  ergonomic design. They also for a 360° and customizable treatment.  
  have a motorized hand piece 
  which does not allow for 
  customized treatments when   
  more focus may be required   
  to a particular area.

Hand Pieces  Includes 4 hand pieces— System does not include CO2RE Intima includes hand pieces to support both 
 aesthetic, internal, external,  a surgical hand piece and internal and external treatments including surgical, 
 surgical. Internal and external  hand pieces are reusable extending offer sets and ROI. CO2RE uses sterile 
 hand pieces are single use, sterile  vaginal hand pieces. 

Size of System Small, Light Large, hard to move CO2RE is a portable, compact system, with a  
   small footprint.

Warranty 3 year warranty with  1 year warranty. Additional  CO2RE provides a 3 year comprehensive warranty 
 Depot service warranty >$18,000/year. and with depot service, Syneron-Candela will ship a   
   replacement laser overnight.

Company Stability Over 70 years of experience  Cynosure has a distribution CO2RE Intima is made by Syneron Candela. Syneron- 
 in the laser and light industry agreement for this product Candela is a Global leader in the field of laser and light 
  with Deka. Deka is a European based technology. Syneron-Candela provides unique 
  company providing the laser turnkey marketing support through an exclusive 
  at a fraction of the cost in arrangement with LiveBox, as well as PR and CoOP 
  Europe and to Cynosure. marketing support. Syneron Candela does not pass   
   on unreasonable mark ups on the price of the laser. 

System Features
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