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So - what do peanut butter, 

girlfriends, and Rambo the dog 

have in common? 

 

Well, they were all used as rea-

sons not to attend church ser-

vices, Sabbath worship, in the 

summertime according to a 

Twitter poll conducted recent-

ly. 
 

Some responses were the usual common and over-

used ones and quite  unoriginal (‘hypocrites at 

church,’ ‘I’m worshipping on the golf course,’ ‘my 

pastor preaches too long,’ ‘my pastor preaches 

too short’).  You know the drill. 

 

But out of the long list I came upon, I’d say these 

are some of the more fascinating responses. 

 

The italicized comments that follow each excuse 

are those of Thom S. Rainer who compiled the list 

of Really Strange Reasons Not to Attend Church in 

the summertime especially, or anytime at all for 

that matter! 
 

 “I give my kids off from church in the sum-

mer.”  Time off for ‘good behavior’? 

“We were out of peanut butter.” Of course, no 

one can worship without his or her peanut 

butter fix. 

“I was too drunk, so I went soul winning with 

my dog, Rambo.” I hope Rambo was sober. 

 “Both of my girlfriends attend church 

there.” I think you might have other chal-

lenges. 

“The worship leader pulls up his pants too 

often. It’s distracting.” What are we going 

to do with those worship leaders? 

“My kids take naps during that time.” Bring 

them to church anyway; they can nap dur-

ing the services with our greeters. 

“Gas prices are too high.” Have you been out-

side lately? 

“The pastor is too attractive. When I see him 

preaching, I have impure thoughts, and I 

am distracted.” I never heard that com-

plaint when I was a pastor. 

“My wife cooked bacon for breakfast, and our 

entire family smelled like bacon.” Bacon 

aroma is always welcome at our church. 

 

“The pastor stays in the Bible too much.” I’ve 

noticed that too. Just who does he think he 

is? 

“I couldn’t get the lid off the peanut butter.” I 

never thought there would be a peanut but-

ter theme to avoiding church. 

“We got burned out at church and have been 

taking a break the past seven years.” I 

think you broke the world’s record for 

length of time to cool down. 

“The church is too close to drive, and too far 

to walk.” If you like, we could move our 

church to the next state, and you could fly 

in. 

“I always get hemorrhoids on Sundays.” I un-

derstand. Sunday is a terrible day for hem-

orrhoids. 

“Someone called me ‘brother” instead of us-

ing my name.” At least he didn’t call you 

“sister.” 

“I was constipated.” Is that a Sunday-only oc-

currence? 

“It’s not air-conditioned.”   But didn’t Jesus say 

something to the disciples in the Garden of 

Gethsemane something like, “Could you not 

sweat with me one hour?”   

“The lawn needs mowing.”  Your teenager is-

n’t mowing your lawn just to pitch in around 

the house and demonstrate his/her love for 

you? Besides, Sunday morning mowing is a 

sure-fire way to annoy the neighbors. 

“There’s church in the summer?!”  Eh-yup.  

“I gave up summer church for Lent.”  I don’t 

think that’s an “approved” Lenten discipline. 
 

I think you can see, there is no good excuse not to 

attend Holy Mass during the summer when you’re 

not out of town on the weekend.  So plan to en-

joy worshiping the risen Christ throughout the 

summer months, and may the days ahead be a 

time of rest, refreshment, and relaxation for you 

and your family. Barb and I will be worshipping in 

Geneva, Rome, Prague 

and from among any 

number of places in 

Poland.  See you at 

the end of July. 

                                                  

Bishop Bernard  
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New Officers for UYA 

 The 

Cathedral 

United Youth 

Association 

elected their 

new officers 

for the 2019-

2020 year.  

Father Janusz 

swore in the 

following officers at the June 2
nd

 9:30 a.m. 

Mass:  Matthew Pfohl, president; Brandon 

Reed, vice-president; 

Olivia Pfohl, secretary 

and Jacob Stankowski 

treasurer.   

 Because of a 

previous commitment, 

Ryan Notari, also vice-

president, could not be 

present but will be 

sworn in at a latter 

date. 

 Congratulations 

to the new officers. 

Cathedral Chorale Annual Meeting 

 On Thursday, 

May 23
rd
, the Cathe-

dral Chorale held their 

annual meeting.  Be-

side the usual election 

of officers, 2 new 

items were decided 

upon.   

 The Chorale 

will have a summer 

get together on Friday, 

August 9
th
 and are 

planning a Spaghetti Dinner/Talent Show for 

Friday, October 18
th
  

 The following officers were sworn in on 

Sunday, June 9
th
:  

Mary Coloma, presi-

dent; Leslie Doyle, 

vice-president and Lu 

Ann Kaszuba, secre-

tary/treasurer. 

    Congratulations to 

all. 

Welcome New Members! 

 We wish to extend a 

warm welcome to Paul and 

Marianne Marchelitis and Kati-

lyn Marchelitis as new mem-

bers of St. Stanislaus.  Paul, 

Marianne and Katilyn were of-

ficially accepted as parishion-

ers at the May meeting of the 

Parish Committee. 

 We are pleased you have chosen us and 

are looking forward to worshiping with you as 

a Parish Family. 

 

May the Lord give strength to his people!  
 

May the Lord bless his people with peace! 
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Graduates Honored 

 Our 2019 graduates were honored this 

year on Sunday, June 9
th

, at the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  

Bishop Nowicki spoke to the graduates during 

the homily about 

starting a new 

chapter in their 

lives but always re-

membering their 

Christian values 

and using those 

values as they 

begin their next 

step in life.  

 As Bishop 

called the graduates forward, Father Janusz 

handed the graduates their gift from the Par-

ish.  The gift was topped with an inspirational 

bookmark with the following verse from Philip-

pians 4:13; “I can do EVERYTHING through HIM 

who gives me STRENGTH.” 

 The fol-

lowing are our 

2019 gradu-

ates with their 

future plans 

 The high 

school gradu-

ates are: 

 Jacob 

Gerardi gradu-

ated from 

Abington Heights High School.  He will be at-

tending Temple University in Philadelphia in 

the fall to major in Urban Planning and Com-

munity Development through the Tyler School 

of Art. 

 Jessica Notari graduated with honors 

from Forest City High School.  She will be at-

tending The University of Scranton in the fall of 

2019 for Early Childhood Education and Special 

Education. 

 Kylie Patrick graduated with honors 

from Abington Heights High School.  She will 

be attending University of Vermont in the fall 

majoring in Pharmacology. 

 Elizabeth Pfohl graduated from West 

Scranton High School.  She will be attending 

Marywood University in the fall. 

  

The college graduates are: 

 Nicholas Gerardi graduated cum laude 

from Temple University on May 9.  He received 

a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineer-

ing.  He has accepted a position with SEPTA in 

Philadelphia. 

 Michael Umerich graduated from Tem-

ple University School of Dentistry. He is looking 

forward to working with his father in their fami-

ly dental practice in Dickson City. 

 Congratulations to all our graduates and 

may God bless them and give them the 

strength to pursue their dreams and live a 

Christian life. 

“At Any Age, At Any Stage, 

Celebrating the Christian 

Life” 

 The Central Diocesan 

Board of the United Women’s So-

ciety for the Adoration of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament is host-

ing a one day Women’s Retreat 

here at the Cathedral on Saturday, October 5
th

, 

entitled “At Any Age, At Any Stage, Celebrat-

ing the Christian Life.” 

 The retreat is open to ALL women, so 

please invite your friends.  The program runs 

from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 

p.m. and aims to help 

women accept each 

stage of life by avoid-

ing potential pitfalls 

and finding fulfillment.  

The series is presented 

by Friends of the 

Heart, Kim Messinger, 

Janine Boyer and 

Shirley Brosius.  

 You may pick 

up a pamphlet/

registration form in 

the parish hall or download one on-line at 

www.centraldiocesepncc.org and click on 

“News” on the top menu.  The registration fee 

is $20.00 and includes a continental breakfast 

and lunch.  Please register by September 27
th

. 

 Come join us for a day of spiritual en-

richment through conversation, entertainment 

and laughter. 

http://www.centraldiocesepncc.org/
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Rain or Shine, Corpus 

Christi Procession Still 

Goes On! 

 Our Pittston Ave-

nue Corpus Christi Proces-

sion, which we hoped to 

literally share within the 

streets of our community, 

unfortunately was moved 

inside because of inclem-

ent weather. (Will the con-

stant rain ever stop?)

  Instead the 

Scranton Seniorate cele-

brated within the walls 

of Saint Stanislaus Cathe-

dral.  Clergy and parish-

ioners form St. Adal-

berts, Dickson City, Holy 

Mother of Sorrows, 

Dupont, St.Mary’s, 

Duryea, All Saints, John-

son City and Providence 

of God Lithuanian, Scranton, along with St. 

Stanislaus gathered on Thursday, June 20
th

, to 

celebrate the real presence of 

the Body and Blood of Jesus 

Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  

Fr. Senior Dawid preached the 

homily and Bishop Nowicki 

spoke sharing his disappoint-

ment with not 

being able to 

share this cele-

bration in the 

community, 

but added there is always next 

year! 

 After service, everyone 

was invited to the Parish hall for 

refreshments provided by the 

Cathedral ANS.   

 We extend our gratitude to Bob Zychal 

for designing 

and creating the 

four altars to 

have been used 

out of doors for 

this feast’s pro-

cession; and to Jean Sherman for designing and 

executing the special no-fly-away altar cloths 

for our Corpus Christi outdoors procession al-

tars. To God for the rain which enriches our 

lawns and gardens albeit impeding our plans 

for this feast’s observance. As always, Heavenly 

Father knows best! Thanks as well to our ANS 

for their work within and below the Cathedral, 

and to all who participated in this year’s ob-

servance, contributing to the beauty and sancti-

ty of the service and to the robust and long-

lasting fellowship period afterwards. 

 

Annual Church Picnic 

 On Sunday, July 14
th
, 

Holy Mass will take place at 

the Grotto of Christ Benign 

at The Y.M.S.of R. Park at 11 

a.m. This is a long standing 

tradition in our Parish, start-

ed by our founder, Prime 

Bishop Francis Hodur, for parishioners to cele-

brate mass together and was followed by a picnic 

which provided fellowship. 

 Many things have changed over the years, 

especially parish participation and the number of 

available volunteers. This year, the Parish is 

providing a catered picnic lunch for those who 

attend mass and as a thank you to the volunteers 

who presently give of their time to keep our par-

ish functioning.  

 We invite you to join us. Please contact us 

by July 8
th
 with your name and number in your 

family attending.  You may sign up on the sheet 

in the Parish Hall on Sunday, call the office at 570

-961-9231 and leave a message or email us at 

office@saintstanislauspncc.org.  

 

 Hope to see you there! 

mailto:office@saintstanislauspncc.org
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Congratulations Father Janusz 

 On Sunday, June 

23
rd

, we celebrated Father 

Janusz Lucarz’s 30
th

 Anni-

versary of his ordination to 

the priesthood and Clergy 

Appreciation Day.  The fol-

lowing was from Kathy 

Michalina presentation to 

our clergy. 

 “To our Assistant 

Pastor, Father Janusz, a 

warm thanks for all you’ve 

done in the Lord’s service.  For the past 30 

years, you let your light so shine before men 

that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father who is in heaven.  You are 

indeed a reflection of God’s love and we want 

you to know how very much we appreciate you 

and all that you have done.  We love you and 

thank you and wish you a very Happy 30
th

 Anni-

versary in the Lord’s service.  Sto Lat!!! 

 “Prime Bishop Mikovsky; with all that’s 

on your plate it’s not always easy to give away 

your time, energy 

and passion as will-

ingly as you do.  

We just want you to 

know how appreci-

ated you are, for all 

you do, but mostly 

for who you are, an 

encouraging exam-

ple of Christ in this 

world today.  You 

are a blessing and your ministry makes the 

world a brighter place every day as you lead 

forth the parishioner’s of the PNCC.  We are 

honored and grateful to have you at the helm 

of the Polish Nation-

al Catholic Church.  

We gratefully say 

‘Thank you, Prime 

Bishop!!’ 

 “To our pas-

tor, Bishop Nowicki, 

I would like to read 

the following poem: 

 

 

My Pastor by Mary Jo Moore 

 

When our Lord Jesus left this earth, He told His 

special plan: 

He would give under-shepherds, for each flock 

a very SPECIAL Man. 

A shepherd must be caring, the sheep his love 

must know. 

He must, by his example, the WAY to others 

show. 

He must be good, and wise and kind, is heart 

be right with God. 

He must gently lead with shepherd’s staff, not 

chasten with the rod. 

 

My pastor is not perfect, but neither are you 

and I. 

He makes mistakes at times I’m sure, and then 

we wonder why. 

Perhaps it’s because WE forget to pray for him 

the way we should. 

Perhaps we’ve been most critical when his ac-

tions were not understood. 

We don’t know of the burdens he carries; tend-

ing to ALL of the sheep. 

Sometimes there are late-night excursions; 

He’s shepherding, while we are asleep. 

 

Sometimes he must rebuke  a sheep for some-

thing said or done, 

And in secret he cries out to God with tears for 

that wayward one. 

For he, as the under-shepherd, must give ac-

count for his sheep; 

Whether the way was pleasant, or rocky or hilly 

and steep. 

The CHIEF SHEPHERD has said, “Serve Me hon-

estly, and willingly care for My own. 

There’s a CROWN OF GLORY waiting for you, if 

you faithfully serve Me alone.” 

 

 “We 

would also 

like to 

acknowledge 

Prime Bishop 

Emeritus 

Swantek.  We 

continue to 

pray to the 

Holy Spirit to 



strengthen his health, so that he may be with 

us, because we’ve missed him so. 

 We are ever so very blessed to have 

these men, cho-

sen by the Holy 

Spirit to mentor 

and guide us in 

our daily lives, 

strengthening 

our faith in Jesus 

Christ and our 

Holy Church. 

 “Proud 

and grateful for 

all they have 

done and still 

do, past, present 

and future!  I 

whole heartedly ask all to please keep these 

awesome clergy, their families and loved ones 

in your prayers, morning, noon and night! 

 “We acknowledge and honor our Prime 

Bishop Mikovsky, our pastor, Bishop Nowicki, 

our assistant pastor, Fr. Janusz Lucarz and 

Prime Bishop Emeritus Swantek, appreciating 

all you do for the PNCC but mostly for who 

each of you are; an encouraging example of 

Christ in the world. 

 “As president of the Adoration of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament Society and on behalf 

of the sodality members, in honor of Clergy 

Appreciation, I would like to offer this check in 

the sum of $500 to the Clergy Pension Fund, 

for this year of 2019. 

 “This is dedicated to our clergy’s wives, 

Carol Mikovsky, Barbara Nowicki, Arlene 

Swantek and Kim Lucasrz. 

 

It takes a special person 

To be a clergy wife 

For it is not an easy task 

Or simple way of life. 

The phone often rings at dinner time 

Vacations they are few. 

With so many needs in our cathedral 

There is always a lot to do. 

When people need a helping hand 

On you they can depend. 

For you always try to do your best 

To be a faithful friend 

So please keep these thoughts in a special 

place 

So you will always know 

You are a special gift from God 

Who is appreciated so. 

 

 Afterwards, 

everyone was 

treated to a spe-

cial cake in honor 

of Fr. Janusz’s an-

niversary. 

 May God 

Bless, Guide and 

Protect our Clergy 

and all of the clergy in the Polish National Cath-

olic Church.  Amen. 
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Shine Up Those Bells 

 There is no one among 

us who has not been charmed 

nor uplifted by the sounds of 

our handbell choir during oc-

casions of worship and cele-

bration. It happens that these near-celestial 

percussives need to be maintained, and the 

time has come to attend to that maintenance 

process. This process will entail an expense of 

approximately $1500. We are hoping our pa-

rishioners would help cover this cost with a 

separate donation. This special offering can be 

made at the Parish Office or through the offer-

ing basket in an envelope marked with the 

word HANDBELLS. 
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The Fleas Are Back!  

 

 The Annual Flea Market is August 23
rd

 

and 24
th

 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and August 25
th

 

from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

 Drop offs begin July 29
th

, Monday 

through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and end on Au-

gust 16
th
. Call the Parish office (570-961-9231) 

if pick up is needed for furniture or large items.  

 We look forward to the involvement of all 

able bodies to continue the success of this ma-

jor event. Help is appreciated according to your 

ability in setting up and preparing items for sale 

starting on July 22
nd

, and serving from the kitch-

en or manning a station the week-end of the 

market. For those who work daytime, a kitchen 

prep shift will begin at 4 p.m. 

 Please consider bringing baked goods for 

the days of the sale. 

New this year: Baby/childrens/clothing and 

items only 

No coats or clothing for adults 

Flat screen TVs only 

Antiques, jewelry, furniture, toys, tools, elec-

tronics, books (no magazines), household 

items, glassware, shoes, handbags accepted.  

Draperies - please indicate Length and Width 

Bed linens - please mark twin, double, queen, 

king. 

 If you can help an hour, a day, a week or 

anytime at all, it will be greatly appreciated.  

This is our biggest fund raiser and much help is 

needed.  Please consider lending a helping hand 

and enjoying 

the fellow-

ship of work-

ing together 

with a great 

bunch of 

people!  

 

P.S. It’s air 

conditioned. 

Fore!!!!!!! 

 The 5
th

 Annual YMS of R Golf 

tournament will be held on Satur-

day, August 17
th

 at Panorama Golf 

Course in Forest City, PA.  Registra-

tion begins at 7:00 a.m. with a 

Shotgun Start at 8:00 a.m. rain or 

shine. Accommodations can be 

made at Bishop Hodur Retreat Center in Way-

mart or The Hotel Anthracite in Carbondale. 

 To download  registration forms and a 

schedule of events, go to www.pncc.org, scroll 

down and click on All Events and find YMS of R 

Golf Tournament. 

 For more information or questions, con-

tact tournament chairman Andrew Schumlas at 

570-947-7229 or co-chair Paul Kazinetz III at 

570-604-2692.  

http://www.pncc.org/


 Page 8 

Mark Your Calendars! 

Here are some of the upcoming events, so mark your calendars to keep them in mind. 

July 4
th
 – Independence Day Celebration at Spojnia      

               Farm in Waymart. Mass begins at 11:00   

               a.m. followed by “90 for 90” Campaign  

               dedication ceremony  

              Kurs Encampment begins and runs through                

               Saturday, July 13
th
. 

 

July 6
th
 - One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                   3:00 p.m. in the Youth Center 

                   Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer. 

 

July 14
th
 – Annual Church Picnic starting with Holy  

                 Mass at 11:00 a.m. at the Grotto  

                 of Christ Benign 

 

July 29
th 

– Start of the set-up and collections for the  

                Annual Flea Market 

 

July 31
st
 – August 2

nd
 – National United Choirs Con-

vention and Music Workshop in Holy Mother of the 

Rosary Cathedral in Lancaster, NY  Registration due 

by June 15
th
.  See www.pncc.org, All Events for regis-

tration forms and more information. Or contact the 

Parish Office. 

 

August 3
rd
 - One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                   3:00 p.m. in the Church Hall 

                   Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer. 

 

August 9
th
 – Cathedral Choral Summer Get Together 

 

August 10
th
 – 3

rd
  Chicken Barbeque on the corner of  

                      Pittston Ave. and Elm St. Noon until  

                      sold out. 

 

August 17
th
 – YMS of R Golf Tournament at Panora-

ma Golf Course, Forest City, PA 

 

August 23
rd
, 24

th
, 25

th
 – Annual Flea Market 9:00  

                     a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday,  

                     11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Sunday 

 

September 7
th
 - One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                         3:00 p.m. in the Youth Center 

                      Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer 

 

September 10
th
 – 4

th
 Chicken Barbeque on the corner  

                         of Pittston Ave. and Elm St. Noon  

                         until sold out. 

                      2
nd

 Anniversary Swingin’ In NEPA Swing   

                          dancing 7:00 p.m. to 11:00p.m. in  

                          the Youth Center  Contact Tera 

                          Pagotto 579-335-2445 for details 

 

September 22
nd

 – ANS Dinner  Details to follow 

 

September 29
th
 – Scranton Knight Rhythms Purse  

                       Bingo  11:00 a.m. in the Youth Center 

 

October 5
th
 - One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                      3:00 p.m. in the Youth Center 

                     Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer 

           Central ANS One Day Women’s Retreat  

                     in the parish hall9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 

October 18
th
 – Cathedral Chorale Spaghetti Dinner  

                        and Talent Show    

 

October 25
th
 – Special Synod of the PNCC to be held  

                       at our parish to elect  bishops.  

 

November 1 – All Saints Day 

  Holy Mass at Noon and 7:00 p.m. 

 

November 2 – All Souls Day 

  Services at the Cemetery 7:00 p.m. 

           One Hot Meal 1:00 p.m. to 

                      3:00 p.m. in the Youth Center 

                      Come enjoy a meal or be a volunteer 

July Birthdays 

 

July 2 –Ava Kalteski 

July 3 – Carl Weaver 

             Sylvia Kowalski 

July 4 – Nicholas Gerardi 

July 6 – Jacob Stankowski 

July 7 – Dorothy Andrzejewski 

July 8 – Frances Loss 

             Annette Cimino 

July 14 – Celeste Gingerlowski 

July 15 – Barbara Kalteski 

               Stacey Fick 

July 21 – Kevin Hughes 

               Shirley Fox 

July 23 – Teresa Rothka 

July 24 –Thomas Oliver 

               Joseph Annacarto 

July 26 – Joseph Rothka 

               Nancy Pron 

July 28 – Julianne Matza  

July 30 –Ryan Notari 

July 31 – Stan Zygmunt 

July Anniversaries 

 

July 17 – Frank & Jennifer Gerardi 

July 22 - Billy and Kelsi Bidwell 

July 26 – Robert & Colleen Maziarz  

 

Ask God to let the Son shine on  

your summer! 

http://www.pncc.org/

