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A Note from the School Head: 

 Maria Montessori's observations of children revealed to her that they were interested in and capable 
of reading and writing at a much younger age than traditional schools introduced these subjects.  She learned 
from the children that they were intrigued by letter sounds as well as putting those sounds together to form 
simple words and that this occurred between the ages of 3 and 6.  

 Language permeates the children's experience in our Montessori classrooms at all program 
levels.  Language instruction and lessons are interwoven into many other pieces of the curriculum as well as 
taught directly through materials specifically designed to reinforce comprehension, word attack skills, 
grammar, parts of speech, sentence analysis, research, etc. 

Montessori reserves the finest piece of her curriculum for the expression of the children's thoughts, ideas, 
and feelings through oral and written communication as exemplified in the students' numerous research 
projects and in the personal expression of what "Montessori Education Has Meant To Me" in the 8th Years' 
graduation speeches.  Montessori students become very competent in written and oral expression which is at 
the heart of language development.     

Important Dates:  
 

February 16:  

No school for students: In-Service 

Day for Teachers  

 

February 19: 

No School 

Presidents’ Day  

 

February 22: 

Open House 

6 to 8 p.m. 

 

 

MCC in the community 

While Elementary students performed at Light Up Night, Middle School 

students sold homemade apple butter, cards, and other items as a part of 

their micro-economy. 

Middle School students travelled 

to Fern Hollow to prepare their 

“almost famous” apple butter. 

 



 
 

Children’s House and All Day Montessori 

In Montessori schools, language instruction permeates the 
classroom.  The teachers speak to the children with respect, 
giving them beautiful rich language to describe the world around 
them and providing them with multiple opportunities to speak 
and to be listened to. The vocabulary of geometry, science, and 
math is entrancing to children.  Words like parallelogram, 
habitat, and multiplicand are routinely used with the children and 
they soon use them as well. The classroom is filled with beautiful 
books.  Poetry and song is shared at group time. 

 

This rich spoken language is complemented by a systematic 
phonetic approach to the written word.  Our students begin with 
sandpaper letters.  These provide a multi-sensory way to learn 
phonetic sounds.  The strong foundation of phonics allows 
children to move into writing words with the movable alphabet.  
This tool provides children with a way to express words, ideas, 
and entire stories. 

 

As children work with encoding, or writing words, with the 
movable alphabet, an amazing thing happens.  They soon realize they can decode, or read, the words!  The 
excitement of reading words is visible upon their faces and they soon begin to read as much as they can.  The 
Montessori classroom is filled with labels, phrases, sentences, and books to read.  The explosion into reading 
opens up new worlds for the child and soon they are exploring the cultural and science areas of the classroom 
with joy and independence. 

When a child begins to work 
with the Movable Alphabet, 
he/she may use an extension 
material to find all the letters 

in the box!  

Reading words and matching 
to picture cards allows a child 
the joy and independence of 

checking their own work.  

Using the Movable Alphabet 
to write Word Families allows 
a child to see spelling patterns.  



 

Lower Elementary 

Language Arts in Lower Elementary focuses on the structure of our language.  Lower Elementary 
children continue their study of phonics that they began in Children’s House.  They use those skills as 
they move from learning to read to reading to learn.  They move on to more advanced study of the parts 
of speech, using a variety of materials to see how each part adds a unique feature to our language.  They 
eventually symbolize the parts of speech in passages.  Children also learn how the meaning of a sentence 
is conveyed through its structure through the Sentence Analysis materials, which lead children through 
the diagramming of sentences in an engaging way.  LE children develop and enhance their vocabulary 
through word study, practicing concepts such as homophones, synonyms, antonyms, dictionary and 
thesaurus usage, and more.  All of these skills are tied together through reading and writing.  During 
literacy time, students practice reading strategies such as connecting, picturing, predicting, inferring, 
and wondering.  Students write creative non-fiction and fiction in class as well as expository writing on 
research topics.        



 

Upper Elementary 
 

One of the most exciting aspects of Montessori elementary education is the interconnectivity of all of the 

subject areas. No subject is more interconnected than Language Arts. In the Upper Elementary classroom, 

the students read to learn, then write and speak to communicate their findings. Students researched the 

systems of the human body, chose focus questions, then wrote and orally presented brief research reports to 

share with their classmates.  Students read novels about solitary survival in the wilderness, wrote about and 

discussed character and setting and how these stories connected to our history studies of PaleoAmericans, 

then held a debate to persuade the Middle School students to support their main character as the better 

survival companion. The students are now preparing three Readers’ Theater productions about the 

European explorers who first discovered the Americas and encountered the native people there. 6th years 

are researching and writing full-scale research papers on topics of individual choice. 5th years are in the 

middle of writing a six chapter autobiography. The whole class is 

engaged in mastering a 40 book multi-genre reading challenge and 

writing at least one fully edited creative writing piece. Written and 

spoken language are incorporated into everything we do.  



 Middle School 

Language is the constant in all of our lives. It is much more than reading a novel or writing a 
grammatically correct sentence. Music is a language. Mathematics is a language. As humans, we have a 
tendency toward communication because we are social and depend on communication to survive. We 
strive to use language to conceptualize what we are thinking and feeling. It shapes how we perceive and 
think about the world. 
 
Students in a Montessori adolescent community continue to work on the mechanics of language through 
writing practice across the curriculum. The practice comes in the form of written explanations of work in 
math seminar, lab resorts in science, literary responses in Lit Circle, Montessori Model United Nations 
position papers, and Humanities research. 
 
For an adolescent, language is a means of self-expression, a way to communicate in social relationships, 
and a vehicle for transmission of cultural knowledge. When used as self-expression, the students are able 
to explore their feelings and relay experiences through poetry, songs, and stories. In their investigation of 
fiction and non-fiction texts, the students look for meaning, begin to understand how meaning is created, 
and why it is valuable. Spoken language and communication of feelings and ideas are emphasized in the 
adolescent community. Practicing presentation skills in a safe environment allows for exploration and 
experimentation and increased confidence. Students experiment with voice and learn to mold the 
conventions of language to the target audience and the purpose of the communication. 
 
Throughout each day, students are reading, writing, speaking, and listening and thus immersed in 
language arts no matter the topic of study or 
conversation.  

Students research and present the “Word of the Week”   Middle School Writer’s Workshop 


