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Children’s House 

 Maria Montessori designed specially prepared hands-on didactic materials to assist children in their development.  

Each of these materials has a specific lesson presentation which is given to the child by a trained teacher.  This is 

particularly important in the Children's House environment.  The teacher chooses lessons which will appeal individually to 

each child.  The child then practices with the material to gain skill proficiency. 

 The child is able to make a free choice of which materials he/she would like to work.  Montessori determined that 

as the child's development unfolded, he/she would be driven by an inner desire to work with age-appropriate apparatus. 

Therefore, free choice of materials should be given to the child as the child is best able to determine his/her needs. 

 Psychologists and educational researchers since Montessori's time have re-affirmed her premise.  Learning 

theorists have also found a strong link between choice and motivation.  E.M. Standing in the forward to his book, "Maria 

Montessori, Her Life and Work"  introduced the idea of "the problem of the match" in relation to choice in work.  He 

asserts that learning is optimized when the material presented by the teacher is somewhat familiar to the child but also 

contains some new information - as compared to a material that is very familiar to the child and therefore boring or 

material that is all new to the child which can be too challenging and frustrating.  Later psychologists refer to this as the 

child's "proximal area of learning" - the place in which the child's maximum learning happens.  Returning to E.M. Standing, 

it is impossible for the teacher to make this perfect match of material to child for each child in a classroom and numerous 

times a day.  However, Montessori's structure of allowing for "free choice" empowers each child to make this match for 

himself/herself. 

 
Lower Elementary 

 
In the Montessori classroom, students are given 
structured freedom to choose what work to pursue 
both on a daily and long-term basis.  Students are 
given lessons in many areas, including math/
language and the “cultural areas” of Life Science, 
History, Geography, and Geometry.   Each week, 
students, with a guide’s help, develop a plan for 
works they hope to accomplish for the week.  Using 
that planner, students keep track of what they have 
been doing, balancing skills practice and follow-up 
extensions in areas of the curriculum where they 
have been given lessons. 
 
There are many ways to access a child’s 

interest.  That interest then feeds a child’s enthusiasm and passion for learning more skills, more facts, more ways to 
understand ideas and concepts. Some children, for instance, are fascinated with adding several multiple digit 
addends.  They can do this choosing from a variety of math materials, including Golden Beads, or Stamp Game, or the 
Bead Frame – making the choice depending on which materials “speak best” to the children.  As they become even 
more fascinated, they can move on to using the Large Bead Frame, with which they then can add numbers up into the 
millions! 
 
Choice is what gives a child the opportunity to pursue ideas of interest, in depth and passionately.  Brain research has 
shown that having choice (structured and limited) enhances and deepens learning, preparing students to think critically 
within a complicated world. 

Upcoming Dates:  

November  22:  Thanksgiving Feast 

December 2:  Light Up Night in Sewickley 

This edition’s theme:  

 



 

 

Middle School 

 
In an effort to prepare students for an eventual transition to more traditional schools, the middle school students 
do not have an open work cycle. When it is time for Humanities, we’re all working on Humanities. There are, 
however, still many opportunities for choice within the curriculum. The guide provides a key lesson and the 
students are able to choose the manner in which they will more deeply explore the lesson. During community work 
time, everyone is serving the community in some fashion, but while one person is out weeding the garden, another 
is updating the micro-economy accounts, and another is designing labels for the SMMS tea and herb bundles. The 
important piece is that the students are engaged in meaningful work that helps them to develop academically and 
socially.  

Upper Elementary 

 
Typical Montessori lessons present the big picture and leave the details as work for the children. This assures that all of 
the children have access to the broad important concepts across the curriculum, but what truly engages each child is 
the ability to choose to study in depth the details that intrigue him/hermost. The Upper Elementary students are 
currently being presented a series of lessons on cosmic chemistry. These lessons begin with the formation of stars, 
progress to the synthesis of all of the elements of the periodic table within those stars, lead to the study of the atom, 
and then explore chemistry through experimentation. We are at the beginning of this sequence and students not only 
have been choosing a variety of star-related topics to study, but have chosen a variety of ways to present their findings. 
Several students have 
written creative writing 
pieces from the 
perspective of a “baby 
star”. A group of students 
rewrote an Adele song 
with words describing the 
lifecycle of a star. Students 
have chosen to study black 
holes, nebulae, supergiant 
stars, the aurora borealis, 
supernovae, and why 
planets are round. We 
look forward to having the 
students share their 
findings with each other.  


